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CLOSE ENCOUNTER IN BRAZIL 
The Aurora, Texas Case 

The alleged crash of a UFO o n April 17. 
1897, has been hau led in to the focus of 
the ncw~ med ia ag<Ji n . For new members 
who .may not have read the bas ic story , 
we WII! recoun t it br ie fl y aga in : 

A. Mr. S.E. I-layden, a "stringer" for 
newspapers (one who provides local news 
to big-c ity newspapers) su b m itted the 
story to the Dallas Morning News on 
Apri l 17, 1897. In effect, it sa id that at 
about 6 a. m . a huge si lver-co lored 
cigar-shaped object app'eared over th~ 
southern horizon, showi ng 1 wo gasoline 
engines along each side. Both of these 
engines turned propelle rs and anothe r 
propello r, wh.ich "bored through the air" 
was mounted on top, apparently fo r 
vertica l lift. This is the general descript ion 
furnished by severa l people in seve r;.!l 
areas prior to the Aurora incident. 

II was cstilTlutcd thal the object was 
~IJO to 3 00 feel lo ng and 50 feet wide. 

Seven windows (at least , according to the 
story) were strung alo ng the bottom, and 
a st ro ng headlight nash cd ou t of the nosc. 
Depending o n who was telli ng the story 
it was piloted by one of severa l persons: 
some of wh o m were wea ring b lue sailor 
su its. 

This was the general description of a 
st range "airship" which had been 
reported throughout lhe United States 
that year. However, in the case of the 
Aurora "ship", it was p iloted by on ly onc 
individua l - a "Mart ian". 1·layden said it 
camc in low over the AUrora lown 
square, zoomed north above Judge J .S. 
Proc tor's house w hich was located o n a 
hill and struck th e Judge's w indmill and 
exp loded. Debris was :.lIleged ly sca ttered 
far and wide a nd when the cit izens of 
Aurora rushed to the site of t he wreck 
they found the bad ly d isfigured body of 
Ihe pilot. T .l. Weems, a llegedly the U.S. 
Signal Corps Service Officer and a lso a ~ 
autho rit y o n as tro nomy, made t he 
pronouncement that the pilo t "came 
frolll the pla net Me.lfs." 

Furth er, th~ sto ry read , papers wcre 
found among the wreckage but the 
writing could not be deciphcred. 
Accordi ng to lIayden , the local ~i t izenry 

deancd up the deb ri s and at noon that 
day guve the pi lo t u Chri stian burial at the 
Au ro ra ccme tery wh ich is located on a 
hill nC'lr the lowil. 

(See Aurora - Page Tllree ) 

Artifact Found 
Disappears 

Mr. Do nald Worley, APRO's Field 
Inves tigat or at Connorsvi ll e, Indiana, has 
subm itted the fo llowing interesting report 
of a UFO inc ident wh ich took place o n a 
farm between Gaynorsvill c and Milhousen 
(Decatur County) Indiana o n the mo rning 
of March 10, 1972. As usual, Mr. Wo rley 
has furnished complete details of a most 
intriguing UFO report. 

At a little after 4 a.m. o n the 10th Mr 
K.G . (name withheld upon req~cst) 
awo ke w ith a "terrible pain" in his 
stomach. It was so severe that he got o ut 
of bcd, then laid clown and rolled o n the 
floor. He thought at the l ime that he 
migh t be having a hea rt a tt ack (despite 
that fa c t thaI he is o nl y 35) and wakened 
his wife, M. The pa in began to subside so 
hl! go t up and paced the floor. 

Sh o rtl y, both Mr. and Mrs. G. spotted 
a great ora nge glow beyond the trees to 
the southe<lsl on Mr. G 's father 's farm. It 
lit up th e area and seemed to cha nge in 
intensi ty. After a while Mr. G. felt well 
again and went back to bed ; however, his 
w ife stayed up and watched the glow for 
about an h our, <lfter which an 
orange-colored glow ing 
boomerang-shaped objec t ascended from 
the area whe re the glow was, and flew 
west. Whcn it was south o f the G. home 
it appeared to be about the size of ~ 
" flying boxcar" aircraft, ancl only about 
150 fee t a W<lY fro m the ho use. She 
estimated that the object was about the 
~ize of a grapefru it held at ... rm's length -
111 o ther word s ve ry large and very close. 
It flew at the speed of "an o rdinary 
aircraft" , she said, and disappeared into 
th e sou th wes t at an e leva tion of about 45 
degrees. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. G. agreed that there 
had bee n 110 wind, no prec ipitation, no 
moo n, and o nly o ne ligh t in the vici nity 
- a dusk to dawn y,ud light about a hal f 
m ile from their house. 

On the next day , Mr. G'S fat her and 
h is son were lelling hogs int o the fie ld on 
the elder Mr. G's farm , when they fo und 
a very strange orange- red ( not glowing 
but very bright, they said) "stone." They 
found it too heavy to carry back to the 
farm but did ro ll it a few feet. The stone 
wa s fl a lli sh al1 (1 Ipd p~l rp l c-colored pits 

(See Artifac t - Page Tilree ) 

The fo llowing is pre limina ry 
informa tion o n an inc ident which took 
place at daw n o n the 22nd o f May 1973 
be tween Itajob i and Ca tanduva : 

O nil son Papero, who is em ployed with 
a firm in Oswa ldo Cruz, a di strict in SJ . 
do Rio Preto, reported that a t dawn o n 
the 22 nd o f May he observed a very 
in tense blue ligh t t hat caused his ca r to 
become tra nsparent , interfered with the 
radio <l nd the engine o f his car, made a 
noise li ke a turbine <lnd att racted h im 
toward it as if "it were a magnet". 

It was 3 a.lll. wh en Onilson, who had 
taken a girl home to Jtajobi , was driving 
to Catanduva o n State Route 32 1. When 
near km. 7 h is engine started to fail and 
at the sa me t im e the rad io which had 
been wo rking we ll , began t o register a 
considerab le amoun t of interference. 
Onilso n sta rted to gear hi s ca r (an Opa la ) 
down fro m high to second and then to 
first gea r in an attempt to keep it 
running. By this tim e the interior of the 
car was lit up, giving Papero the feeling 
tha t somet hi ng had gone wrong with the 
electr ica l system. Then a beam of light hit 
him st raight in the f<l ce and he had to pull 
the car to th e curb. Until thi s time he 
thought that a truck was approaching 
him , but nothi ng passed. When the beam 
of light st ru ck him he had put his hands 
over his face. When no car passed he 
lowered his hands, opened the door and 
saw, at an a lti tude o f about 10 meters 
(about 36 fee l ) and a distance of 15 
m e ter s (about 50 feet) a 
strange-appearing o bject. By thi s time the 
tempera ture had begun to ri se and Papero 
was gaspi ng fo r air. 

Then ,O ni lso n sa id , a kind of cu rtain or 
net appeared to cover thc object and the 
temperature fell to normal and he was 
able to b reath with mo re comfort. It was 
at this t ime that he saw a tu be com ing 
down out of the object and he slarletl to 
run but felt as though someth ing was 
pull ing h im back. He looked back and 
saw on ly a beam o f light over the car 
covering it and turning it transparent. The 
object was opaque, he said, but the light 
arou nd it as bright as day. He ran a li llie 
further, he said, and then lost 
consciousness. 

At about 5 a.m. two you ng men ca me 
upon the Opala with t he doo r open and 
Papero lying some d ista nce away in the 
road, on his back, in the rain . Some 

(See Encounter - Page Tllree ) 
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Another Apology 
At this writing it is ho ped that the 

May-June Bulletin will be on schedule (in 
the mail before Jul y 15). However, the 
ext reme tard iness of the March-April 
issue was d ue to another set of 
unfo resee n and sad circu ms tances. 

On thc 23rd o f May Mr. and Mrs. 
Lorcnzen were ca lled to the beds ide of 
Mr. Lorenzen's father in San Francisco. 
He passed away o n the 25 th and the 
ensuing funeral required that the 
Lorenzens be away from Tucson until 
May 30t h. The coming months will be 
difficu lt for Mr. Lorenzen as he was 
named executor of his father's t.:statc and 
the work involved in disposing o f same 
wil l take a co nsiderable amount of his 
spare time. 

We hope that the membership will 
understand any further de lays in th e near 
future and we at Headq uarters hope that 
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with the new volunteer help things wiil be 
on an even keel before 100 much time ­
passes. 

Transitions 
We are saddened to announce the 

pass ing of 1 wo of our' o ldest supporters 
~lI1d field inves t iga to rs, M r. David V. 
La nsden o f Cai ro, Illinois and Mr. 
Clancy D. Tull of Kansas Cit y , Missour i. 
The membership will reca ll the ir names 
from the pages of th e Bulletin in the past 
years when their investigat ions were 
published in its pages. Both were 
at torncys. 

It is 'It a time like this that we rea lize 
ju st how long APRO has been in the fie ld 
of UFO Research when we begin to lose 
va lua ble peop le such as Mr. Lansde n and 
M r. Tull . We . ex telld ~ our deepest 
sympathy to their fam ilies. 

MAY-JUNE 1973 

James Visits APRO 

Bria n James. one of APRO's staff 
artists whose work has graced the Bulletin 
o n several occasions in the last year, 
visited Tucson and APRO on the 17th 
and 18th of June. Me. and Mrs. Lorenzen 
were pleased to play host to Brian, his 
wife Karen and son Michael whom they 
found to be a lovely family. More of Me. 
James' work will be seen in future issues 
oLthe Bulletin . They are pieturea above 
in the living room o f the Lorenzen home. 

Australian Scientist 
on Extraterrestrial Life 

While allending the annual general 
meeting of the Australian Academy of 
Science Professor R.D_ Brown of the 
chemistry faculty of Melbourne's Monash 
Unive rsity, was interviewed by the press 
concerning his views about the possibility 
o f li fe o n other planets. Professor Brown 
recently discovered the existence of 
molecules in space which could be the 
"bu ilding blocks" of o rganic matter, and 
his discove ry points to the exi:itence of 
biologica lly active matter in space. 

While delivcring a paper dealing with 
organic ma tter in interste llar space at the 
sy mposium o n the origin of planets and 
life, he said, "Our solar system is now 
believed to be a typical o ne, and ha lf of 
the stars you see in the sky could have 
similar systems around them. Il is 
p robable that virtually all of these 
systems havc a t least one terrestrial planet 
- li ke c<Hth - with a simila r dis tance 
from its su n and o ther factors which 
would give a fa ir cha nce for life to evolve. 

"Ot her planets like earth are now 
believed to be rathe r common th roughout 
the unive rse. Only about 20 years ago, 
pla net systems were thought to be very 

(See Scientist - Page Six) 
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Encounter 
(Continued (rom Page One) 

papers were strew n about but it was later 
fo und that nothing was missing, although 
there had been two checks amo ng the 
papers. 

The men called a patrolman to 
proceed to the area immediately and 
succeeded in waking Pa peeo who became 
pa nic·st ri cken and told his story. The 
policeman took him to the Pedro Abino 
Hosp ita l where Dr. Elias Azis Chcdiak 
examined him. He was put under 
o hservatio n until 7 p.m. that evening and 
no thing unusual was observed so he was 
sent home to Catanduva. 

It was noted that Papero 's normally 
brown hair turned com pletely black on 
the night of his ex perience but has since 
returned to its normal color. Also, so me 
yellow spots which showed up on his 
body several days after the experience 
have disappeared. They caused him no 
discomfort. 

Onilson Papero is o ne of those 
individ uals who used to scoff at the idea 
of n y ing saucers. and now Si:Jys he never 
wants to see another o ne aga in . 

It was late r learned that at least six 
o ther witnesses had seen the object of the 
22nd including two bu sinessmen in 
Catanduva , and a member of the 
congrega tion of the Catanduva Parish 
Ca thol ic churcl\-: 

Artifact 
(Continued (rom Page aile) 

dist ributed ac ross its surfa ce . They 
decided to come back to the field the 
next day and retrieve the st range rock. 
However , when they returned the stone 
was gone. They searched the general area 
tho roughly but it was not to be found. 

l! was dete rmined \ater that the stone 
was in approximately the sa me area 
where the G.s had seen the glow the 
night before. They theorized that perhaps 
fo x hunte rs had ca rri ed the thing o ff and 
went so far as to query fo x hunters they 
encountered in the a rea. The ir questions 
were met with ridicu le as the genera l 
feeling was: "what would we want with a 
rock?" There were no t racks of vehicles 
fo und on the ground in the field wh ich 
w o uld account for the mysterious 
d isappearance of the strange a rtifact. 

F ie ld Investigator Worley suggests that 
no human acquired the rock and that 
perhaps it was retri eved by the vehicle 
wh ich dropped it in the ri.rst place. 

• 
ADDRESS CHANGES 

Always include old and new 
Zip Codes. 
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Aurora 
(Continu ed from Page One) 

Th ose, basica ll y arc t he a lleged 
"f<lcts·'. Mos t UFO resea rchers arc 
famili ar wit h the "Airship" fl ap of 1897 
when unident ified airships were reported 
in various sta les ac ross the coulltry . It ha s 
yet to be proved wha t the thi llgs were, if, 
indeed th ey ex isted at a ll. T he account s 
would be much more easy to verify if th e 
desc ri p tions ha d been mo re detai led and 
not tinged with so much cmo tion. 

But - back to Auro ra. A little 
background is helpful here. Aurora was in 
pitifu l straits in 1896 and 1897. An 
epidem ic of spotted Ifever had decimated 
the population and a lot of people left 
town because of it or the failure of the 
cotlo n crop o r the bypass of Aurora by 
the railro ad o r a combina tio n of'a ll three 
circum stances. Wha t had been a thriving 
country to wn was now a ghost to wn. S.E. 
l'layd en , a cotton buyer, was in as bad a 
fix as ;:lI1yone else. 

Seven ty years passed ;:md the question 
of the A uro ra crash was brought up again 
by UFO researchers duri ng the furo r of 
the 1966 " nap" when the Condon 
Co mmittee was commiss ioned to 
investigate UFO reports and determine 
whether or not UFOs really existed. 

Wise County (where Aurora is 
located) histo rians pronounced the whole 
tale a hoax but few believed them. The 
o nly qualified sc ienti st to investigate the 
affair was Dr. Alfred E. Kraus, then 
Director of the Kilgo re Research Insti tute 
at West Texas Sta te University. He made 
two visits to Aurora during wh ich he 
carri ed o ut a careful investiga.1ion. On his 
second trip he used a metal detec tor to 
search the supposed crash si te but turned 
up nothing of interest. What he found , he 
said, were o ld stove lids, rings used o n 
ho rse bridles and some 1932 license 
pla tes, but nothing which could be 
interpeted as having been a part of a 
" fly in g sil ver c igar". 

Dr. Kraus also in te rviewed people who 
had lived in Aurora at Ihe time and th ey 
denied a ny know ledge o f a c rash. One, 
Osca r Lo wery of Newark, was a res ident 
o f Aurora and II yea rs o ld at the time. 
He had been visited by no less than a 
dozen newspaper and magazine repOrl ers, 
o ne of whom offered him a large sum of 
money to ve ri fy the crash sto ry. But he 
stu ck to his story and wou ld not budge, 
even with the offer of mo ney. 

II has also been learned (and thi s C<ln 
be verified by Jerry Flemmo l1s, reporter 
with the Fort Wo rth Star-T elegram) that 
in the early 1960's an agi ng telegrapher 
confessed that the stories had begu n with 
a te legmph operator in Iowa and had 
spread to Texas, and had no basis in fa ct. 

Now we come to the present. Around 
the middle of April , a UFO buff who 
has a reputation as'a gadOy who nits 
hither and yon as circu mstances allow 
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whe n a midw est a rea is infected with 
UFO repo rt s, brought up the Aurora case 
again. He apparently had no t don e any 
research to spea\... .. o f because he was no t 
aware of the basic hi story involved. 

As this individual began to ge t 
atte nt ion fro m the news media, o thers 
jUlll ped o n the bandwagon and t he 
controversy n a red anew. This new crew 
o f A uro ra "inves t iga to rs" included a 
newspape r reporte r who showed up at the 
little tow n wea ring a jacket emblazo ned 
wit h the NASA (National Aeronau tics 
and Space Administratio n) emblem and 
leaving the impression that he was a 
rep resen tative of NASA. He made no 
attempt to identify himself as other than 
that , either. 

But - he prod uced bit s of "fused" 
metal resembling aluminum, which he 
clai med he retrieved fro m the "crash 
site". During a t elep ho ne interview with 
Mrs. Lorenzen , the Bulie tin'J editor, he 
sa icl that imm ediate ly upon finding the 
metal he had "sent it out o f the country " 
to be analyzed because he was afra id that 
governm ent auth orities might con fiscate 
it. Daily newspaper ar ticles in Da llas 
papers said that the meta l had been sent 
to a government research laboratory in 
Ca nada, and another sample to a sc ientist 
in this country. But the reporte r and his 
coho rts refused to identify the laHer. 

Because Dr. J . Allen Hynck was 
mentioned prom inen tly in news articles 
as plan ning to vi sit Aurora 10 inves tiga te 
the findings, Mrs. Lorenzen put in a caU 
to him and asked him if he had any 
knowled ge of Dr. Kraus' inves tiga tion to 
wh ich he replied that he did not. She al so 
pointed out that Krau s' investigation in 
1967 h<l d yiclded no myste rious met al. 
Dr. Hynek th en informed her that he 
knew the nam e of the sc ientist who had 
examined the mysterio us meta l and that 
the man was legitimate. She asked him if 
the metal was unusual. It was a fairly 
common aluminum alloy . he said. 

Referring back to the file o n the 1897 
c ra sh, including recent c li ppings from 
Dallas papers, the APRO staff noted that 
while quite a bit of very mundane metal 
was found by the current invest igation, 
the new metal was fou nd to be an 
aluminum alloy which could no t have 
been ma nufactured on ea rth before J 908 
but later. While the mundane metal (iron) 
was bad ly rusted , the a luminum alloy, 
according to the unnamed sc ientist, was 
in good condition . A check with members 
of the Consulting Staff of APRO yielded 
some in te rest ing info rmatio n concerning 
this turn of events: 

A luminum alloy ma nufactured prior 
to World War II contained copper and 
had it been buried for such a long period 
it would have been bad ly corroded. 
Alloys developed and manufac tured 
during and since World War II are much 
hard ier and would stand up under the 
elements much bette r. However, even the 

(See Aurora - Page Four) 



PAGE 4 

Aurora 
(Con rinued from Page Three) 

newer aluminum alloys would not be in 
··good shape" after being exposed to the 
elements for 76 years. Yet the metal 
found in May . 1973 are described by t he 
investigators as being in remarkably good 
condition . 

Now some pieces of the puzzle begi n 
to fall together, if we consider the facts 
avai lable. D=-. Kraus found that there was 
no T.1. Weems of the Signal Co rps in 
AUrora in 1897, but Jeff Weems was the 
loca l blacksmith. Dr. Kraus found no 
unusual metal, aluminum alloy or 
otherwise in 1967, yet it alleged ly 
showed up o n the crash site a ft er the 
initia l flurry of publ icity in April o f this 
year. 

The most recent "finding" is a slone 
with a triangular inscription e tched on it 
which the current invest iga tors hint might 
be the stone used to mark the ~rave. The 
news articles dealing with lhis discovery 
describe the inscript io n as bei ng 
cigar-shaped whereas it is ac tually a 
triangle. 

Two elderly people have been located 
who declare they remember their parents 
ta lking about the "airship crash" and 
allegedly hav ing gone to the scene and 
describing it later. They also sa id they 
could locate the grave, wh ich they did , 
but each sent the invest igators to a 
different grave site. 

II is amazing that the 1973 AUrora 
"investigators" have not taken the 
obvious ro ute: examination of cemetery 
records wou ld be of prime importance. It 
is strange, too, that the Wise County 
Historical Society, which has carefully 
and laboriously record ed the history of 
that county (the spotted fever epidemic , 
the failure of the cott on c rop and the 
ra il road bypass .of Aurora) did not rcco rd 
such an historica l happening as the 
crashing of an airship, especially since 
there were no airships in those days. 

An examination of a ll the "evid ence" 
leads us to an obv ious conclusio n : The 
aluminum alloy arrived at Aurora after 
1967 when Kraus examined the c rash site 
and therefore has no bearing on the 
myste ry whatsoever. Whethcr the 
aluminum was brought to the scene by 
publicit¥-secking UFO b uffs or by people 
who wantcd to injec t so mc life into a 
ghost town (A urora was re-i ncorporat ed 
in 1972) we may never know but it secms 
certain t hat we should re legate the story 
of the 1897 Aurora, Texas airship c r<lsh 
to the hoax bin. 

. -----
Moving? 

Please send add ress c /lC.w ges! 
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Object Pho"tographed 
in Canada 

Our thanks to member 10 hn 
R even boer for fo rwarding the 
accompanyi ng pho tographs and the 
deta il s about same. On the 16 th o f March 
1973, Bert Harvey o f Sescki nika, Ontario, 
Canada sighted one and then th ree 
s t range glowing objects in the northern 
sky. The objects appea red to be hover ing 
in the genera l direct ion of Canadian 
Forces Base Ramore so he tel cpho ned the 
Prov incial Po lice who in turn phoned the 
Base but were informed that' nothing was 
vis ible on rada r in the vicin ity. 

Origi nal Plloto 

Harvey said the objects were 
consta ntly changing colors from red to 
green to blue, tha t they started moving 
about and at one point two of them 
appea red to merge and then separate 
again. 

Harvey watched the mys ter io us t rio 
from 9 p.m. until 2:30 a.m. in the 
company of h is wife Ada and his son Rod 
of Toronto , and Dave Barnac<l l, a 
conse rvation officer fo r the Swastika 
branch of th e Ministry of Na tura l 
Resou rces. 

On ThursdHY evening the objec ts werc 
spotted again by r-.'Ir. Harvey but this time 
they appearcd to be much fart her away. 
/\ ncws phot ographer , Mr. Jo hn Scott 
Watso n was ca ll ed to the scene. He latcr 
descr ibed the objec ts as eac h looking very 
much like a ve ry br ight star and sa id that 
every now and then thcy appeared to 
move very slowly in different directions 
"Each one of them kept cha ngi ng CO lor" , 
h..: said, "bu t wcre {oo distan t to enable 
Ille to take photographs." 
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Bl owup of Original Photo 

Several hours later, however, Mr. 
Watson returned to Sesekinika and 
observed two of the objects- o ne in the 
northeast and the other, much closer , in 
the northwest. He took time exposures at 
5, 10 and 15 seconds. The photo sh own 
on this page is o ne of the blow-ups whkh 
appears to show either an objec t with two 
lighted portions or t wo separate objec ts. 
Watson said , "I would not swear tha t any 
of the things I saw tonight were 
unidentified flying objects. But at the 
same tim e it seems st range to me that five 
sta rs would be changing color at the same 
time and moving in differen t directions." 

Engineer Observes UFO 
On the 22nd of March , Mr. Oscar 

Wills, Chief engineer for the Central 
Illi no is Public Service Company at Grand 
Tower, Ill inois, observed a UFO hovering 
over the 69,000 volt transformer yard. 

Will s, who was working the 3 to II 
p.m. shift, said that at about 9: 15 p.m. he 
received a ca ll from the company turbine 
opera tor, Mr. Willis Hughes, who 
inform ed him that he was watching an 
unusua l object w hich was apparently a bit 
north of the power stat io n. Wi lls wa lked 
out the north door of the station a nd 
immediately spotted th e saucer-shaped 
objec t hovering over the transformer 
ya rd. He estima ted its height a l about 
1500 feet and added that the sight 
amazed him . Th e object had a large 
number o f pu lsating ligh ts around the 
edge of it, and it changed color from 
bright red to white and so metimes to 
amber. He thought it s diameter was 

(See Engineer - Page Five) 
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Engineer 
(Continued (rom Page Four) 

approximate ly 25 to 30 feet and that the 
lights numbered about 30 which entirely 
circled the craft except for an area of 
about 6 or 8 feet. 

Wills estimated the object's distance to 
be about 300 yards, and ventured 50 
yards closer to it and although he was 
feeling "shaky" he walked another 100 to 
150 yards toward the object. At that 
point he was about 100 yards from it. 
Because he was alone he decided to go 
back to the plant and alert others, and as 
he began walking he looked back over his 
shoulder and saw it begin to move. It 
moved ove r the west side of the plant , 
across the Mississ ippi River and stopped 
again. Wills then walked around the plant 
to the sea wall where he could observe 
the object hovering over the sea wall. 

The lo udspeaker anno unced that there 
was a ca ll for Wi ll s so he went into the 
plant where he (oak ano ther ca ll from Mr. 
Hughes who want ed ( 0 know if he had 
seen the object, and said that he was st ill 
watching it from his hom e about a mile 
and a hal f fro m the plant. When Wills 
went back outside again the object was 
gone. He es timated that he had watched 
the craft for 7 or 8 minutes, and Hughes 
said he had watched it for 20 minutes 
before his first call to alert Will s. 

After the seco nd call from Hughes , 
Wins went back outside and stayed there 
fo r illlother 30 minutes hoping to c<.lt ch <.I 
glimpse of the object again, but all he S<.lW 
were four jet aircr;]!'t which he assu med to 
be milita ry because of their high speed, 
which made scve ral passes over the plant 
and the Miss issippi River as though 
searchi ng the area. After 8 or 10 passes 
which la sted about 8 mi nut es, the jets 
left. 

Wills wa s defi ni te in h is descr iption 
and said tlwt th e object was definitely 
solid and not just a gaseous mass. 

Five days aft er the incident, the Sallta 
Ana Register (Ca lifo rnia) queried the Air 
Force abou t the je ts but was lo ld by an 
Air Force spokes man thai He.ldquarters 
North A'neri can Air Defense Co mmand 
had ~aid th<.lt no planes had been 
scrambled in the area of Grand Tower 
and tha t no report o f UFOs had been 
received by the Air Fo rce. 

• 
Eastern UFO Symposium 

APRO urges a ll me mbers to ob tain th e 
Procel!d ings of {h e Hastem UFO Sympo­
shUll (held at Oaitim orl!. ~·1:.tryt-J nd o n 
January 23rd , 197 1) , a new publication 
brought o ut by APRO and available at 
S3 .00 postpaid in th e U.S .. Canada and 
J'vkxico (S3.5 0 all o th er cou ntr ies). Please. 
make chec ks paya ble to APRO . 
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-Australian 
Mystery Rings 

The A ustralasiall POSI for May 10, 
1973, carried an article t itled « Riddle o f 
the Rings" which dealt with st range 
mark ings on the ground at the farm of 
Mr. Geoff Bibby at Navarre, 145 mi les 
no rthwest o f Melbourne. 

First di scovered by Mr. Bibby in 
September 1972, they are two ci rcular 
strips of bare ground two feet wide and a 
sho rt di sta nce apart. Within and outside 
the circles the grass grows norma lly 
except for a few patclies of bare earth 
inside the rings. Bibby paced them out 
and found that they were 78 to 84 feet in 
diameter. 

In May, 1973, the rings were still 
devoid o f vegeta tio n and became a source 
of concern to Mr. Bibby as he feared that 
whatever had caused them might spread 
to the res t of his property. He decided to 
take a look at the soil itself and dug down 
int o o ne o f the circles. Whereas the soi l 
a ppeared normal on the surface, the so il 
he dug o ut was heavi ly impregnated with 
a white substa nce unlike any th ing he had 
seen before. He dug up other sam ples and 
found that whereas the soil inside the bar 
rings and outside them was as normal as 
the rest o f the pasture, the bare patches 
a ll con tained the strange wh ite substance. 

As the rings gained t he atte nt ion o f 
outsiders, tests were made for 
rmlioactivity bU I none was found . Soil 
samples were exa mined in an attempt to 
identi fy lhe white subs tance but at the 
t ime of the publicat io n of the accoun t it 
was only known that the substa nce was 
nei lher ani mal or vegetable in origin. 

This mystery is recounted in the 
Bulletin because o f the similarity of the 
descript ion of the white substance to that 
fou nd in the soil in Iowa (U.S.A.) bean 
field s in Ju ly 1972, ~I S we ll as the soil in 
the white pat ch o n the Johnson farm a t 
Delph os, Kansas (see the headline st o ry, 
page I of the Novem ber-December 197 1 
Bulletin). The while substance in the Iowa 
bean fie ld case was not identified and the 
markings were erro neously identifi ed as 
the result s of ligh tning strikes. 

Becau se curious grou nd markings have 
been known to resu lt from UFO land ings, 
Aus tra lian researchers theorized that the 
Navarre rings may have been caused by a 
UFO. Th e Oibbys had not seen any 
unu sua l aeria l objects , but a ne ighbor, 
Mrs. Lorna Sio rach who lives o n a 
2850-acre farm adjoining the Bibby 
property , said lhat she had seen un 
unusual object in November 1969, about 
three yen rs before Mr. Bibby found the 
rings. Il happened about m id night, she 
sa id, but she couldn' , reca ll the exact 
date. She noticed a br igh t light moving 
across th e sky fro m the southw est and as 
it approached and was "about hal fway up 
the sky", sh ~ could· see thaI it was 
actually II circle of ligh ts mad e up of large 
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and small lights arranged alternately. She 
cou ldn't discern whether the lights were 
around the middle or bottom of (he 
object , but did no te that it travelled in 
complete silence, Her mother-in~law saw 
it, and her father-in-law who was in the 
car was told to look up but he thought 
she was pointing to a tree and turned on 
the car headlights in order to see better. 
The instant the lights were turned on the 
lights in the sky went out abruptly. 

One further detail about the whitc 
substance is that when a piece of it is 
ex tracted from the soil and rubbed 
between the fingers, it com pletely 
disappears. 

The Bulletill wil l publish any further 
information when it is received , 

Students Observe UFO 
in New Hampshire 

Thanks to Field Invest iga tor Basil 
Woods and our new Consultant , Walter N. 
Webb for the details o n this case. The 
initia l information came to us from the 
Portsmout h Hera ld of April 3 which said 
that three Belknap College astronomy 
students, Ge ne Majo r of Stamford , Co nn., 
I'larry Bridges o f Philadelphia , and Bruce 
Winga te, of Com pto n, Phi ins, N. J. , 
au served a dark red sphere fro m 8: 15 to 
8;40 p,m. on the night of March 28th 
from t he Belknap College Observatory. 
Mr. Bridges' tes l imo ny follows: 

On March 28th , 1973 , Bruce Wingate, 
Eugene Major, and myself, Harry Bridges, 
did see and observe the following in 
relat ion to an Un identified Flying Objec t : 

At abou t 8: 15 + ~ 2 m in. Gene pointed 
out a flashing red light to the SSE in 
direction and abou t 6 - 80 above the true 
horizion. We estima te br ightness to be of 
perhaps + I to ~ I . The object rema ined the 
same apparenl magn itude throughout the 
ent ire sigh ting. At 8:24 , I got a sighting 
of the object through our twelve and o ne 
half inch reflec ting telescope. It appeared 
a du ll red glo w with a fuzzy per imeter, 
oval in shape; slight, though, ;.limost a 
fl attened sphere. 

The disc had a b right red flashing light 
about 1/8 th it 's diameter which fla shed <.I t 
o ne second intervals at d ifferent 
ho rizonal po int s o n t he objec t, but in the 
sa me vertical pla ne, indicating possible 
ro tat io n. Gene a nd Bruce also observed 
this phenomenon . 

At abou t 8:30, they both wenl 
downstairs to the 6- inch mounted o n the 
lawn where they had been doing variable 
sLar observations lhe previolls hour. The 
six as well as t he twelve has excellent 
op tics. All of us saw the object move 
ho ri zon tally with a slight incline from 
SSE to SSW twice th en ver tica lly to a 
standst ill (we know it was st at iona ry 
because we Sighted with sco pes through a 
nea rby tree) where it stayed aboul 45 

(See Swde ll ls - Page Six ) 
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Students 
(Continued (rom Page Five) 

seconds, then dropped below horizon. 
Arter about 2 minutes it reappeared in 
the SW, then dropped rapidly, not be 
secn again. 

While stationary. I alone observed 
through the 12 inch a seco nd fainter 
similar object to °it's left , about ~ it's 
angular size and brightness. It also 
blinked. It quick ly vanished. Bruce also 
saw the second object, but with 
binoculars (7 x 50). The weather was 
excellent and our eyes adjusted. We 
reported the incident the next day to a 
local radio sta tio n and omitted that the re 
was a second object. Some peop le 
mentioned that a second fainter ob;ecl 
appeared and disappeared while they 
were watching. 

As also sta ted , no conta ct or 
communication took place during the 
incident. Also, no sounds or noises were 
heard and no exhaust or heat convection 
waves seemed to be present either on the 
ground or on the object. So far as '9'e can 
determine, no helicopters, planes (save 
one that we clearly saw with three red 
and white [lashing Jighls), or ballaDs were 
in the area at the time. 

UFO Track Photographed 
in Japan 

Mr. lun·l chi Takanashi, APRO's 
Representative for Japan has forwarded a 
black and white photograph (seen on this 
page) of an alleged UFO trail 
photographed by Kazutaka Fujita, a 
Kosaka Junior Higl1 School boy, on the 
night of May 18, 1972. The boy had been 
taking pictures of a star field as he usually 
docs each evening. A strange lighted 
object appeared fro m the south, he 
pointed the camera hurriedly and opened 
the shutter for about 30 seconds from 
21h 14m 42, to 2 1b 15m, 12s. The 
resulting photo shows the flight pattern 
of the object which curved and wound 
freely and described an intermittent 
glowing line in the night sky. 

Mr. Tak:mashi points out that we 
cannot definitely label thi s photo as onc 
of :1 UFO, but it seems fairly certa in that 
it is not the track of an ordinary airplane 
nor artificial sa te ll ite because of the 
intricate path it describes. 

Mr. Takanashi compares this photo 
with o ne which was published in the 
November·December 1966 ARPO 
Bulletill. Briefly, the details are these: 
John T. Hopf; APRO's Photoanalyst, also 
an amateur astronomer, was trying to 
record the flight of the Geminid meteor 
shower at between midnight and 
3: 10 a.m, on December 13, 1966 with his 
four Kodak Medalist cameras set up in his 
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UFO Track Photographed May 18, 1972 

roof·top observatory. Whereas his 
cameras picked up only three meteors 
during that time, one of the cameras 
(f3.5, 4" focal length, lens wide open) 
recorded no less lhan twelve magnificent 
curving paths of unidentified , 
intermittently pulsating brighl light 
sources in t he night sky. These paths were 
apparently recorded on the film when he 
was changing the film in two of the other 
cameras with his back turned to the 
south, in whkh direction that particular 
camera faced. After analyzing the facts 
availab le (there had been no sou nd , for 
o ne thing) Hopf could find no mundane 
explanation for what he had recorded on 
film . 

And so it would seem that Mr. Hopf 
and Kazutaka Fujita photographed the 
same type of phenomenon. 

Scientist 
(Continued (rom Page Two) 

rare indeed." He further sa id that other 
planets did not have La have things 
exactly the same as 0 11 ea rth for life to 
evolve a ncl that if single cells ex isted on 
suitable planets it would seem that the 
d evelopmenl of intelligent creat ures 
would be "i nevitable", 

When queried about "Oying saucers", 
however, Professor Brown had thi s to 
say: He does not think any intelligent 
c reatures o n other planets would be 
interested in look ing at us, and, " There 
arc so many o ther likely stars that would 
require visiting and it lakes so lo ng to 
travel the vast distances, that trips to any 
one part of the universe would be very 
infrequent." He docs go along with the 
theory that the earth may have been 
visited thousa nds.. of Y.f;ars ago and 
possib ly a couple of times since, but as 

for people who say they have seen "flying 
around with little green men and so on", 
he dismisses them as "cranks". And he 
rules out "flying saucers" simply because 
they are reported Htoo frequently", 

• 
Please Note: 

Quite often we dispatch investiga tors 
to interview witnesses of UFO sightings 
which come to us via newspaper 
clippings. it is imperative that those who 
forward clippings give us the name of the 
paper. the ci ty and state , and the date. 
This may simply be penned in on (he 
clipping, as long as it is included. 

• 
Back Bulletins Available 

APRO has a stock of back bulletins 
which arc available to members and 
subscribers at 50 cents each, postpaid, as 
per the following list: 

I 958-Jul. 
I 959-Mar. 
I 960-Jul., Sep., Nov. 
1961-Jan., Mar., May, Jul., Sep. 
1962-Jan. , Mar., May, Jul., Sep., Nov. 
1963·Jan ., Mar. , May, Jul. , Sep., Nov. 
I 967-Nov.-Dee. 
I 968-Mar.,-Apr., Jul-Aug., Sep.-Oe!., 
Nov.-Dec. 
I 969-Jan.-Feb., Mar.-Apr. 
I 970-Nov.-Dee. 
197 I-J an.-Feb., Mar.-Apr., Jul.-Aug., 
Nov. · Dec. 
I 972-J an.-Feb., Mar.-Apr., May-Jun., 
Ju ly -Aug., Sep-Oet., Nov.-Dec. 
I 973-Jan.-Feb. 
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Tasmania 
(Continued from Page Seven) 

giving TUFOIC its busiest period since 
the New Norfolk sjghtings of December 
1971. 

On the evening of March 27th at 9:30 
p.m. a Lenah Valley resident reported a 
bright orange light that descended the 
northern slapes of Mt. Wellington. The 
light circled halfway down the 
mountainsjde, then returned over the 
mountain top to the SW. This was 
followed on the same night by a sighting 
at 3 a.m. (28th) from Kempton of a 
Oam~red light atop White Hill. The 
round half-moon-sized light was in sight 
for about a minute. The light then 
seemed to drop down behind the hill and 
no sound was heard at the time. The DCA 
said there were no planes in the area and 
the weather WBI' overcast. A search of the 
hilltop shortly afterwards by TUFOIC 
failed to nnd any marks or explanation of 
the sighting. 

Red light reports continued to come 
to hand, the next being from Chigwell at 
8 p.m. on the evening of the 28th. This 
time a red liaht was seen by several 
people as it travelled north over the hills 
in the Old Beach area. The Light was in 
view for a minute or more. What puzzled 
the witnessei most of all was when the 
Ji&bt dropped to the ground in the Old 
Beach area, then shortly after just went 
out. No exact location could be given 
where the Liaht landed and inquiries at 
Old Beach itself proved negative. The 
DCA once again said that no planes 
were flyinl at the time of the report. 

The red liibt saga continued when 
TUFOIC learned that at 7 p.m. (just prior 
to the Ghigwell report) a shimmering grey 
egg to football-shaped object with two 
infrared lights had been seen at 
Adventure Bay. Dover, where the nrst 
sighting was reported, is t S miles west 
and Hobart 30 miles north of Adventure 
Bay. 

An Adventure Bay resident and her 
daughter saw the larler than moon-sized 
object (or about 15 minutes. A red flash 
drew the daulhter's attention to the 
object which was stationary in the 
northwestern sky with the two red lights 
on its lower side. The object disappeared 
while the witness was inside and when 
they came out to view the object again 
they were unable to locate it. The 
weather at the time was nne and clear 
with no aircraft in the area. 

In the space of 24 hours TUFOIC had 
five red Light type sightinp, none of 
which could be attributed to aircraft or 
astronomical phenomena. The followi ng 
week brought about a dozen reports 
including strange whining noises heard at 
Warrane and Mole Creek, but TUFOIC 
was able to find possible explanations for 
these cases. 
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A further red light incidtmt occurred 
on April Sth when a red light was seen 
floating down in the Lauderdale area but 
TUFOIC was unable to follow up the 
details of this sighting. However on April 
10th at 10:05 p.m. a witness saw from 
East Moonah the last of the red light 
reports. Our witness was looking to the 
east from his home when he noticed a 
bright matchhead-sized light (red) at 10-
elevation and travelling to the south . The 
light performed a 90" turn and headed 
away out of sight towards the east. It had 
been in view for some IS seconds. With 
no planes in the area and the sky overcast 
there seems to be no explanation for the 
light. 

Flap Over Rhode Island 
(The /ollowing is a reporr condensing 

details 0/ /973 sightings in the vicinity 0/ 
Kingston and southern Rhode Island, 
compiled by Field Investigator Donald 
Todd. Sightings taking places in other 
areas are so specified.) 

March 5, Monday, 2:00 p.m. The first 
daylight sighting. Mrs. Ann Gardner 
reported seeing an object moving in front 
of Shannock Fire Tower. Tower and hill 
are 445 feet in height. She watched the 
object move slowly from southern 
horizon to northern horizon. It was 
round, flatish, disc shaped, about the size 
of a dirigible. It showed no lights, made 
no sound and had the appearance of an 
aluminized disc. 

March 5, Monday, 9:00 p.m. Mrs. Ann 
Gardner saw the same object she has been 
seeing regularly, moving across the 
horizon. It h.ad brilliant white lights with 
a large, red glowing top. As it moved 
westward, the lights flashed out abruptly. 

March 6, Tuesday , 8:30 p.m. A 
woman in Hope Valley watched a 
helicopter go overhead. It was heard 
plainly at slightly higher than treetop 
level. As she watched it disappear, she 
noted what she thought was a second 
helicopter following the fltSt. As the 
second object flew overhead, at the same 
height, she realized that the object was 
round, with brilliant, white flashing lights 
and with two bluo-white beams shining 
from the front . There was absolutely no 
noise coming from it, which startled her. 
It appeared to be following the 
helicopter. The dogs in the yard put up an 
awful racket. 

March 13, Tuesday, 2: 15 a.m. Two 
girls aUendants at the Ladd School for 
the retarded, 5 miles north of the 
Kingston rotary, reported seeing an 
object hovering in the sky about 200-300 
feet up. The object was revolving on its 
own axis while hovering. It had three 
windows with bright lights. After about 
20 minutes it Jaded, lI.nd then just 
disappeared. 
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March 18, Sunday, 9:00 p.m. A family 
watched a set of flashing red lights come 
in low off Block Island Sound in the area 
of Shelter Harbor. There was no sound , 
the object looked to be about the size of 
the moon when low on the horizon, and 
it proceeded north-eastward becoming 
lost to sight. 

March 20, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. Mrs.. 
Ann Gardner reported an object moving 
slowly Crom southwest to northeast, 
flashing bright red and white lights. There 
was no sound at a1l f.rom the object. 

March 21, Wednesday, 6:45 p.m. Mrs. 
Ann Gardner reported an object lower 
than she had ever seen it before. II was 
extremely low in the valley, lower than 
the opposite hill. It moved slowly in a 
northerly direction. It was flashing with 
the largest red lights she had ever seen. 
Then it began to flash red and white. A 
plane approached the area and the 
object's lights went out instantly. 

March 21, Wednesday, 7:15 p.m. 
Shortly aCter Mrs. Gardner's call to me, 
Ray Sereebetz and I proceeded along Rte. 
138 and viewed an object mOving slowly 
northward along the trees and flashing 
red and green lights. No sound came from 
it and it appeared to be making a large 
circle. We lost the object over the trees. 
We proceeded south on Rt. 2 toward 
Wood River Jct. and approximately 2 
miles fruther we again saw the same 
object flashing red and green. With 
binoculars resting on the jeep roof, we 
could not resolve any shape. Since the 
object now appeared to be paralleling our 
course, we proceeded to Wood River via 
Shannock Hill keeping the object in view. 
As we drove down into the opposite 
valley however, (Wood River Jct.) the 
object was lost to view. 

March 23. Friday, 7:30 p.m. Mr. 
Anthony Calouri of Snake Hill Rd. 
Gloucester, and family saw a bright, 
luminous object moving erratically across 
the sky from southeast to northwest at 
about 1000 feet. It changed speeds 
rrequently, rose, descended but 
maintained its original direction. It was 
observed from two to three minutes. No 
sound ' was heard from it. As several 
planes approached (in the normal 
approach to Hillsgrove Airport) the 
object dimmed to an orange-red glow and 
moved away. 

March 24, Saturday, 4 :00 a.m. Mrs.. 
Ann Gardner reported sceing an object 
with brilliant, white lights hovering over 
the United Nuclear Plant in Wood River. 
II hovered over the plant for five or six 
minutes from the time Mrs. Gardner first 
saw it, then it moved away in a westerly 
direction. 

March 25, Sunday, 7:30 p.m. Two 
couples going south on Rte. 2 in Sun 
Valley, saw an object lighted brilliantly 
white, coming over the trees. The object 
passed overhead then turned and 

(See Rhode Island, Page Nine) 
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Celestial Events. 
August/September 1973 

MARS com petes with JUPITER for 
celestial prominence as it approaches 
opposition (Sun·Earth-Mars alignment) 
late in September. During the 
August/September period the magnitude 
of Mars increases from ·0.6 to -1.9, as it 
reaches its apex in the sky ever earlier in 
the morning sky (morning star). Jupiter, 
now an evening star, diminishes in 
brightness from mag. -2.4 to ·2.1. (To 
locate Mars and Jupiter, see table below.) 

VENUS is emerging from the glare of 
the Sun as an evening Star of mag. -3.7 at 
the end of September. SATURN remains 
dim during this period. Stars SIRIUS and 
CANOPUS reach their zenith in the 
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morning sky. (To locate the Sun, Venus, 
Sirius, and Canopus, see table below.) 

The most significant CONJUNCTIONS 
in August and September are of Jupiter 
and the Moon at 2124 UT on 12 August 
and 2346 UT on 9 September (in both 
cases Jupiter is 3" or 6 lunar diameters 
South of the Moon), and of Venus which 
is 2" (4 lunar diameters) North of the 
Moon at 04IS UT on 30 September. (To 
locate the Moon, see table below.) 

The only major METEOR SHOWER 
occurs on about 1()'14 August. This 
ni&hltime shower, the Per.feids. will be 
obscured by moonlight (85-100% 
illumination; see table below). At 0000 
UT on 12 August (the date of the Perseid 
maximum), the radiant is at 274 0 GHA· 
and +S7o declination. (·GHA increases 
about ISo/hour.) 

Astronomical Ephemeris2 (August.September 1973) 

Date Canopus Jupiter Mars Sirius Sun Venus 
(0000 UT) GHA Dec GHA Dec GHA Dec GHA Dec GHA Dec GHA Dec 

I Aug 214" -530 3600 -19- 2860 + 6" 208" -17 0 17So +IS· 14!r +10" 
I Sep 244 -53 34 -20 304 +10 239 -17 180 + 8 146 - 6 
I Oct 274 -53 65 -20 333 +11 269 -17 183 - 3 142 -20 

Moon i 

Date Frac. Date Frac. 
(0000 UT) GHA Dec In. (0000 UT) GHA Dec nI. 

I Aug 151 0 + 4" 7% 17 Aug 329 0 + 4" 91% 
3 128 - 7 22 19 306 +1' 76 
5 105 -17 41 21 280 +22 55 
7 82 -23 60 23 252 +25 32 
9 58 -25 78 25 222 +21 13 

11 35 -22 91 27 195 +12 2 
13 12 -16 99 . 29 171 + 1 1 
15 350 - 7 99 31 148 -10 10 

Date Fuc. Date Fr8c. 
(0000 UT) GHA Dec Ill. (0000 UT) GHA Dec Ill. 

2 Sep 125" -19" 25% 18 Sep 2960 +230 69% 
4 101 -24 44 20 267 +2' 46 
6 77 -24 63 22 240 +18 25 
8 54 -20 80 24 214 + 8 8 

10 31 -1 3 93 26 191 - 3 1 
12 10 - 3 99 28 168 -13 2 
14 348 + 8 98 30 144 -2 1 12 
16 323 +1 7 87 2 Oct 120 -24 28 

IOaies CUT) of lunar phases: First Quarter (50% illuminated) 5 August; Full Moon 
(lOO% ill.) 14 August; last Quarter (50% ill.) 2 1 August; New Moon (0% ill.) 28 
August; First Quarter 4 September; Full Moon 12 September; last Quarter 19 
September; New Moon 26 September. 

2See the January-February 1973 APRO Bu.fletin (pp. 8-9) for detailed explanation. 
Formulas: 

LHA '" GHA - West long. 
LHA '" GHA + East long. 
sin Alt. '" (sin Dec.)X(sin Lat. ) + (cos Dec.)X(cos'"LKA)Xtcos lat.) 
sin Az. ::: ·(cos Dec.)X(sin lHA)/(cos Alt.) 
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Report from Tasmania 
Mr. William K. Roberts, APRO's 

Representative for Tasmania., has 
forwarded the [ollowing information on 
UFO activity in his area: 

Mrs. Alvera Marks of Dover was 
awakened at 3:15 a.m. on Wednesday, . 
March 28th by a noise similar to the 
"whirr or scream of an electric motor". 
Going outside onto the veranda she saw a 
large round reddish light in the northern 
sky. Mrs. Marks woke her husband and a 
friend of the family who was holidaying 
with them to come and see the mystery 
object which they watched for the next 
IS to 20 minutes. 

The witnesses estimated the light to be 
well under the overcast sky at little more 
than 100 ft . altitude and 300 yardsaway 
above the tree tops. The object appeared 
as a two thirds-moon-sized round light 
that did not give off any rays and seemed 
to them to be a very dense light. Th"e 
noise fluctuated throughout the sighting 
growing louder at one stage when two 
smaller lights appeared just to the west of 
the main object. Toward the end of the 
sighting the light seemed to diminish in 
siz.e, then the light ex panded, the noise 
grew louder and it suddenly disappeared , 
the sound stopping also. 

Investigation by TUFOIC (Tasmanian 
UFO Investigation Center) ascertained 
that the cloud level was about 2000 to 
3000 feet and that there had been a 
thunderstrom sometime prior to the 
sighting but that at the time the light was 
seen the storm had passed. The DCA said 
there were no aircraft in the area at the 
time. It was also discovered that the 
combined fire/burglary alarm at the Dover 
shop had been activated and this could 
have accounted for the noise associated 
with the UFO. Both the shopkeeper and 
the resident next door to the shop 
no ticed an orange glow behind the trees 
in the direction of the Marks sighting. 
They were unable to see the cause of the 
glow. When the alann was finally turned 
off it seemed to be "running down". The 
Police could find no signs of fire or 
burglary. 

A Weather Bureau spokesman said that 
a strong discharge in the area and a surge 
of power could have triggered off the 
shop's alarm system. This would have 
required a very strong electrical storm of 
the type not usual in Tasmania. He also 
commented that the glow from a fire 
started by a lightning strike could have 
accounted for the UFO but no evidence 
to this effect has been forthcoming. The 
only remaining explanation is ball 
lightning but generally this only lasts a 
matter of seconds to a minute and is seen 
during a thunderstorm. Currently the 
light must remain unidentified. 

The resulting publicity in the press and 
on Television produced a flurry of reports 

(See Tasmania - Page ~ight) 
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Rhode Island 
(Con tinued (rom Page Eight) 

followed them for approximately a mile 
and a half. It then veered away blinking 
red, green and white. The object was 
round , spinning and about the size of a 
harvest moon. The couples were 
extremely frightened when I talked to 
them. 

March 27 , Tuesday, 8:45 p.m. Mrs. 
Ann Gardner reported an object with 
bright lights making a half circle turn over 
the United Nuclear Plant. The o bject had 
white lights and began blinking red as it 
moved slowly from south to west. It 
passed very low over the trees and the 
plant. 

March 27. Tuesday, 12 : 15 a.m. A man 
return ing home from work at Rhode 
Island Hospital (Providence) going south 
on Rtc. 95, noticed a roundish obj ect 
glowing orange-red and flying parallel to 
him. The object was approximately 
200-300 fee t up. The driver o f the car 
was maintain ing the speed limit , 55 mph 
and the object was keeping pace with 
him . He thought maybe it was a 
reflection in his windwh ield so he 
stopped t he car and got out. The object 
stopped ahead of him and was pulsing. He 
listened for a noise but heard none. He 
got back into his car and co ntinued. The 
object accompanied him fo r about 
another 15 miles and then just before the 
Rte. 138 Kingston In terchange, it veered 
off and flew away to the west. 

March 28, Wednesday, 7 :00 p.m. Two 
girl s saw an object with a ro ugh triangular 
shape hovering over the trees on Stony 
Lane, Exe ter. The o bj ec t gJo wed with 
brilliant white ligh ts. It had smaller green 
and red lights a t the po ints o f the 
triangle. The object was up about 200 
feet and made a slight buzzing sound as it 
moved away. 

April 5, Thursday, 7:30 p.m. A man 
and woman watched an objec t glowing 
orange-red pass from the east then turn 
north at tree top level o n top o f Shannock 
Hi ll (367 ft.). The o bject seemed to glow 
stro nger then weaker, then stronger again 
as it moved in fits and starts. 

April 6, Friday, 7:00 p.m. Mrs. An n 
Gardner wa tched a red pulsing object 
move toward Shannock Fi re Tower. The 
light was of a pinkish red and very large, 
much larger than helicopter lights and 
pulsing, no t blinking. 

April 6, Friday, 8:00 p.m. A man 
reported seeing an intensely b right light 
hovering over rte 1 for abou t 20 minu tes. 
It then became a sor t of greenish glow 
and moved slowly toward Alton where it 
changed to a brill ia nt white again and 
seemed to dip down toward the trees. 

April 7, Saturday, 9:00 p.m. Jane 
Sweet saw a red glowing obj ec t moving 
west adjacent to Rte. I . I t turned wh ite 
then red, and then back to wh ite again. 
The underside seemed to have white dots 
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moving in a circle. The objec t was not 
very high over the trees and it moved 
wit It no noise. 

Apri l 7, Saturday , 10:00 p.m. A 
woman saw a bright whi te objec t circle 
her farm near Alto n. The object passed 
ovcr three times. It lit up the whole yard 
a nd sho ne a bright , white light from 
beneath onto the yard. It made no noisc 
as it circled overhead. It was much larger 
than the moon a nd had a sort of 
whi t ish-green vapor abou t it. It fina lly 
fl ew away toward th e west. 

April 8, Sunday, 9:00 p.m. Several 
residents of Brookfield Hi ll s (near 
Provid ence) reported a d isc-shaped object 
with flashing green and red ligh ts. It was 
spinning as it moved ac ross the sky. There 
was no noise and it fl ew low and slow. 
"Sort of eerie like. It was scary," they 
sa id . 

Apri l 9, Monday, 7: 15 p. m. Two men 
standing by the Wood River Ju nct ion 
Post Office looked up to see a bright, 
white object, app rox imately 40 feet 
across movi ng slowly cas t over the trees, 
abou t 100-200 feet up. No no ise came 
from t he object and it passed over the 
Wood River J ct. int ersec tio n. Sudden ly it 
turned a cherry-red then dimmed down 
to an almost invisi ble ora nge and sped 
away eastward. A momen t or two later a 
twin engine, radar plane (E I B) camc in 
over th e trees going in the same d irection 
as the glowing obj ec t. 

April 10, Tuesday, 9 :00 p.m. Mrs. 
Joseph De Blasi driv ing west o n Rtc. I 
saw an orange-red object moving in 
slowly from the north . She thought it was 
a helico pter and dismissed it. About a 
mile further down the road , the object 
passed directly over her car ilnd the lights 
and ignition bega n to falter. The obj ec t 
flew off in a westerly direction low over 
the trees. At this time, it was a 
ye llowish-orange with a green vapor or 
haze all around the outside edges. The 
objecl was the full wid lh of the road. (42 
feet) 

April I I , Wednesday, 10:30 p.m . A 
glo wing, red object was seen m oving 
south across the sky at abou t 500 feet, 
o ff Newport. The U.S. Coast Guard 
investigated and reported that the object 
was an aircraft with red running light s o n. 
The local residents disagreed , saying t hat 
the object was one, si ngle red glow, 
mov ing erra tically and wit h no noise. 

April 12, Thursday , 8:30 p.m. Curt is 
Sherman (a co-worker) at home o n PL 
Judit h Rd. Na rrilganse tt , watched an 
orange- red object m oving slowly over his 
house toward the north. It was about 
400-500 feet up. It was the size of a ·large 
plane and made no no ise as it moved 
overhead. It seemed to have a green ring 
around it and see med to go bright and 
dim alternately. 

April 12, Thursday . 9:00 p.m. While 
over at Wood- River Junc tion observing, 
the fo llow ing occurred over my own 
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house: 
My Neighbor Warner Sweet observed 

an objec t moving westward , adjacent to 
Rte. I, at about 200 feet maximum. It 
moved erratically and slowly. Mrs. Sweet 
brought out the sca nner scope and they 
watched the object m ove along at a snail's 
pace. The size was larger than the 
Cherokee plane Warner pilots and was 
orange-red with a green haze around the 
o utside. The object made no noise and 
moved westerly over the trees. 

April 13 , Friday. 9:15 p.m. From the 
roof o f my house, I observed an object 
moving directly toward me from the 
no rth . It was at treetop level, moving 
hesi tantly. It shone with a half-circle of 
extremely br ight lights with a pulsing red 
'o ne ei ther in the middle or on top. It was 
sound less and approached to within a 
quarter mile or less when soddenly it 
made an abrupt " U" turn and accelerated 
nor th . (An aircra ft could not have made 
such an acute ·· U" turn) Almost 
immed iately the area was flooded with 
hel icopters and small craft. 

Press Reports 
The following are, as usual, o nly a few 

of the many press reports rorwarded to 
APRO. Some are under investigation and 
when completed will be carri ed in the 
Followup column in ;1 future issue. 

EliSIOn. Pa. , U.S., March 22, 1973. At 
shor tly after 10 p.m. Allentown Morning 
Call photographer Tel Toulomelis was 
stat ioned in Hackett Park when he 
spotted an un ide ntified light which 
moved to the left, th en the right and 
began to speed up. Using a 200mm 
telephoto lens he bega n shooting pic tures. 
On the following night Toulomelis was in 
J·lilckett Park aga in with several other 
specta to rs and they saw two lights 
moving in the sa me fashion as the night 
before. The la tter were later identified as 
je tl iners coming in to la nd at the 
A ll cntow n-Bethlehem-Easton Airpo rt . 
However, the pho tograph obtained by 
Toulomelis o n the night of March 22nd 
shows a slightly blurred , ova l-shaped 
object. 

Nazareth , Pa .. U.s., Ma rch 22, 1973. 
Todd Jo nes of Nazareth was out 
watch ing the sky in ho pes of seeing a 
UFO which had been reported by many 
in the area. At be tween 9:05 and 10:05 
p.m. he clai med he saw several objects 
moving slowly soulh to no rth which he 
and a companion said looked so bright 
through bi nocula rs that they could hardly 
continue to look at them. 

Los Alamitos. Calif.. U.S. March 23, 
1973 .. Karen Harper and her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. H.W. Harper of Los Alamitos 
were outside thei r ho me at 8:30 p.m. 
when they o bserved a red light below the 
clo uds which turn ed to a whit e fla sh and 
disa ppeared into the cloud cover. 


