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ANEMOMETERS.
(Continued from page 113. )

OUR survey of pressure anemometers will terminate with the latest, 
and in some respects the test—Gator's Lever Anemometer—which 
will be readily understood from the following description.

The outline sketch (Fig. 1) shows the only portions of the instru­ 
ment exposed to the weather to consist of, a stout hollow pillar, con­ 
taining a tube (c), which is attached to the vane and conveys its 
motion to the recording apparatus below ; above the vane a horizontal 
bar will be noticed, terminating at one end in a cone, whereof the 
base (a) has an area of one square foot, and which is kept constantly 
face to wind by the vane; this plate receives the full force of the 
wind, and by it is driven towards (6), but in so doing it draws up the 
chain, which (part of c being cut away) is seen passing inside it, and 
continuing its downward course at (d). A string (6) will be noticed 
passing over a pulley at the back, and dropping through a pipe in the 
middle of the vane ; this is arranged for affording extreme facility for 
testing at any time the accuracy and sensibility of the instrument, 
since it is only necessary to attach various weights to the string (&) 
accurately to imitate force acting on (a); and it is obvious that 3 Ibs. 
attached to (6) should be so recorded on the register below.

We will now, referring to the shaded sketch, fig. 1, consider the 
arrangements indoors; these consist of three parts :—the clock (I), the 
sole duty of which is to turn the paper-covered cylinder (n) on its axis 
once in 24 hours. There is the tube (c), which as already explained 
revolves with the vane, and therefore conveys the direction of the 
wind through the mitred wheels at its base, and one or two cogs, to 
the drum (g\ round which a single spiral will be noticed, which is 
formed of brass and presses gently upon the prepared recording paper (n). 
Therefore every variation in the direction of the wind causes a different 
part of the spiral to press upon the paper, and as the cylinder (n) is con­ 
tinually revolving, the exact time and nature of every change is 
infallibly recorded.

The special recommendation of this instrument is its record of 
pressure, which is obtained in the following manner :—It has been
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From Paris, the reports are contradictory. Galignani says:— 
" Between 1 and 3 in the morning the number of aerolites was so 
great that they could not he counted." On the other hand, the Obser­ 
vatory authorities have not published any observations, and we have 
been told that " the Paris correspondent of the Daily Telegraph 
reported that he had looked out at all sorts of unearthly hours, seen 
nothing, and got a cold for his pains." Another on dit is, that a party 
went up from Paris in a balloon (to be nearer the meteors ?) but came 
down crest-fallen, having seen nothing !

At Toronto, Mr. Kingston reports :—" Overcast until 1 a.m. 14th, 
after which in consecutive hours until 6 a.m. the numbers were— 
44, 123, 560, 1345, 195—total, 2^67—many of which were very 
bright; maximum frequency at 4.10 a.m., the rate being 2500 per hour."

At New York, most frequent at 4 a.m., at the rate of 1500 per hour.
At Washington Observatory, the display is said to have been the 

most brilliant in that country since 1833. Maximum frequency at 
4 25 a.m., the rate being nearly 6000 per hour. Many of the meteors 
were remarkable for their brilliancy, and for having a brilliant greenish 
train, which usually vanished in a few seconds, but in one or two 
•cases lasted several minutes.

THREE STRANGE STORIES.
FALL OF AN AEROLITE.—On Monday afternoon, the attention of the inhabitants 

•was suddenly drawn seaward by what sounded like a signal gun. Those persons 
who happened to be upon the parades were startled by perceiving an aerolite 
descend into the sea at some distance. Thunder was subsequently heard, and 
evidences of strong atmospherical disturbance were plentiful.—Margate, October 
Uth, 1867.

SHOWER OF SULPHUR.—The inhabitants of the village of Thames Ditton, 
Surrey, were, on Friday night, October 18th, 1867, a good deal startled at witness­ 
ing a very strange phenomenon, which had the appearance of a shower of fire. 
The shower lasted about ten minutes, and during its continuance afforded a 
brilliant light. Next morning it was found that the waterbutts and puddles in 
the upper part of the village were thickly covered with a deposit of sulphur. 
Some of the water has been preserved in bottles.

AN EXTRAORDINARY PHENOMENON.—(To the Editor of the Chatham News.)— 
SIR,—On the afternoon of Monday the 4th, between the hours of three and four, 
I witnessed a very extraordinary sight in the heavens. I have not heard of any 
one hereabout having seen it. The facts are as follow :—At the time above men­ 
tioned I was passing the Mill by the Water-works Reservoir. On the gallery I 
observed the miller uttering exclamations of surprise, and looking earnestly 
towards the west. On inquiring what took his attention so much, he said, " Look, 
sir, I never saw such a sight in my life !"' On turning in the direction towards 
which he was looking, the west, I also was astounded—numberless black discs in 
groups and scattered were passing rapidly through the air. He said his attention 
was directed to them by his little girl, who called to him in the Mill, saying, 
"Look, father, here are a lot of balloons coming!" They continued for more 
than twenty minutes, the time 1 stayed. In passing in front of the sun they 
appeared like large cannon shot. Several groups passed over my head, disappear­ 
ing suddenlv, and leaving puffs of greyish brown, vapour very much like smoke. 
I am, Sir, yours truly,

JAMES E. BEVERIDGE, Darland, Chatham, Nov. 13th, 1867.
[Concerning the last of this marvellous trio, we are told that several persons 

saw this extraordinary phenomenon, and concur in Captain Beveridg«'s letter.]




