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“*%== "\iMUFON Has 5 New Fls

Incredible! Just incredible! We have FIVE new
Field Investigators in Michigan MUFON! Con-
gratulations to Dan Marcelain, Bill and Linda Mur-
phy, and Bob and Jan Richardson on successfully
passing your Field Investigators exam. Big thanks
to Gary Golem as well for such stellar skills asléFi
Investigator Trainer. We are seeing many new re-
ports coming in and can use all the investigative
help we can get. UFOs, look out. Here we come!

On a related note, | have still yet to hear frormeo
State Section Directors (by email, phone, or in per
son) whether you are interested in continuing in
your roles. The deadline for responding to

last month’s direct-mailed request for response Juae 3. | am assuming that those of
you who have not responded are selecting to rgdise SSD positions and I'll proceed on
this assumption, releasing your counties on Jtjyfiless you please tell me otherwise im-
mediately. Thank you.

Well, the History Channel's UFO Hunters have comigone. They spent the weekend of
June 14 & 15 in Grand Haven and Holland. As theyeaunable to reach police officer Jef-
frey Velthouse or radar operator Jack Bushong (keyhwitnesses to the big 1994 sighting
event), the UFO Hunters team greatly scaled bagik time here from what they originally

comtirued.. J On page 3
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Mutual UFO Network NOTICE
Michigan MUFON The Michigan MUFOI_\I Newsletter is is;ued_for _the Mutual UFO Network
PO Box 8532 anq Members of Mlc_h!gan'MUFON. Articles in this newsletter do _not neces-
Kentwood, Michigan sarily reflept the official views of the' Mutual 'UFO Network nor its general
49518-8532 membership. Unless otherwise specified, articles from this newsletter may
be reprinted in other newsletters. We would appreciate you crediting this
State Director: newsletter as the source, and sending us a copy of your newsletter.
Bill Konkolesky Thank you.
Email: .
wjk@mimufon.org MUFON 2008 Annual UFO Symposium
Asst. State Director, Doubletree Hotel San Jose, California  Thursdaydul. 24, 2008 - Sunday, Jul. 27, 2008
Administration: 2050 Gateway Place 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Robert Wagel San Jose, CA 95110

(269) 782-6111 Come listen to our lineup of exciting internationalspeakers including

* Don Ledger - Canada * Nick Pope — The Unitgdgdom * Dr. Anthony Choy - Peru

Asst. State Director, * Captain Rodrigo Garrido- Chile * Jeronimo Fés and Victor Camacho - Mexico
Treasury: * Farah Yarduzo - Turkey * General Wilfried Beouwer - Belgium
Wendy Smith Also speaking are:
(616) 261-0690 * Brian Smith - NASA * Dr. Richard Haines - NAFAP * Ted Roe - NARCAP

* Leslie Kean * George Knapp * Larry Lemke
Newsletter Editor/Public

Relations Director. Important: Hotel reservations must be made and pal for separately.

David Twichell
e S@E]m”?"];on or MUFON’s_mission is the scientific systematic collection
ws@mimuton.org and analysis of UFO / Abduction data, with the ultimate
goal of learning the origin and nature and purpose of
Photographer: the UFO / Abduction phenomenon.
Gary Golem
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on the Internet:

www.mimufon.org A|IG"I Abdl.d |On
MUFON International 5(p6’|€ﬂle ad Im'(:h

on the Internet:
www.mufon.com World's largest web site on alien  abuctions , featuring

bulletin board support group, experiences andresea  rch

http:www.abduct.com



were planning. This included a choice on thehdienot to meet directly with anyone representifigFON for their
shoot here. The episode should air sometime inpleeming fall season of the show and include ateel sightings
in neighboring states, as well.

Also, rather exciting, MUFON is looking seriousht® having its own television series, based sadalpur own or-
ganization’s cases, and is already in negotiatatis a production company to put the show on thecbvery Chan-
nel. Things are still somewhat early in this psscand hopefully good things will come of the effor

Our proposed MIMUFON September fund-raising eventr(ething of a sequel to Stanton Friedman, lasteSdyer
at HFCC) has been shelved due to current lackef@aate venue. An event like this is certainly attrong possibil-
ity at some point down the road, though, so stagdu

Still scheduled, though, in October, Michigan MUF@MI have a vendors table at the Michigan Pararab@onfer-

ence, hosted by the Michigan Ghost Watchers. ®hécence runs October 18-19 at the Garden CitjoHcsal Mu-

seum and details can be found at ghostwatcherslavdl be presenting on ‘UFOs over Michigan’ tHatinday after-
noon at the event, as well.

Our fall regular meeting dates will be Septembeadd November 2, both at Walli’'s (speakers TBA).

In the meantime, there’s still time to consideeatling this year's MUFON International UFO Sympasiun sunny
San Jose, California (July 24-27). This year'sitedor the 38 annual event is “UFOs — A Worldwide Phenome-
non.” The new MUFON UFO Field Investigator's Guid#l also get released at the event. Detailstmafound at
mufon.com. Becky and | will be attending and wedto see you there.

Also, please visit the lllinois MUFON website ilbrsmufon.com for details on their August”l“?l’ruth...lf You Dare
3” event featuring Stan Friedman, Ted Phillips,,adrdm roll please, our own Bill Murphy.

Don’t forget, Michigan MUFON Newsletter subscribafg/ou would prefer to download a printable eteaic MI-
MUFON Newsletter to your computer in full colortiar than receive a printed black and white copphémail,
please let our Newsletter Editor David Twichell tnand provide him with an email address where Imesead you a
link to download your newsletter off the internetRDF format. To contact David by email, writenwvs@mimufon.
org.

Have a great summer!
&—

ENGLAND 1783: The scientist Tiberius Cavallo was a witrtess sighting that also stunned Royal guests at
a celebration to mark the birth of the 15th soKioly George 111 and Queen Charlotte! A luminougdbappeared
from beneath a cloud and soon became brilliarttlydfore coming to a halt. According To Cavallatount of the
incident: "This strange sphere seemed at firsetpdde blue in color, but its luminosity increasedl soon it set off
again towards the east." Even though the sun kiasg the object is said to have lit up everythomgthe ground and
eventually disappeared with a terrific explosion!

Mystiques~West Psychic Reading &
Metaphysical Center.

36356 Ford Rd.
Westland, MI 48185
Local Phone: (734) 729-8019
Nationwide Toll Free Number:
1-888-FORTOLD (367-8653)
www.mystiqueswest.com
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UFO acclimation now underway?

Steve Hammons
May 15, 2008

The NBC show "Dateline" and msnbc.com have puaaeuest to the public to submit photos and viddéda$d-Os.

According to the msnbc.com Web site, a show isr@drthis Sunday, May 18, using photos and videddr@ds they re-
ceive.

On the msnbc.com site, the public is asked, "Dothik you have seen a UFO? Tell us about it andryay be featured
in a future episode of Dateline NBC or on msnbc.€om

"On Sunday, May 18, Dateline plans to count downClose Encounters Caught on Tape," accordingstabacom.

"If you think you've had your own close encoungeiymit it here with any photos or videos, and yould be featured on
Dateline or on msnbc.com. Videos and stories shbelduthentic and not staged. Material may appe&BC's Dateline broad-
cast and/or Web site. Tell us your story ..."

This Dateline and msnbc.com call for submissiophaftos and videos for a show is just another dgweémt that has
raised national and international public awaredssit the UFO situation.

The recent news that the United Kingdom's Ministiifpefense (MoD) is releasing more previously sedoeuments
about UFOs, with some of the information apparegtlite compelling, has been viewed as a positep By those interested in
further disclosure about this subject.

In an article in the Vatican newspaper, the poglaisf astronomer, Father Gabriel Funes, has wrétearticle about intel-
ligent extraterrestrial beings titled "Aliens AreyNBrother." Funes is director of the Vatican Obs¢ovy and is respected as a sci-
entist who works with other international astronosnaccording to published reports.

These developments further acclimate the publtbeories, reports, questions and perspectives dheuytossible visita-
tion to Earth of intelligent extraterrestrial andéxtra-dimensional beings, as well as other ptssitmerging phenomena.

ACCLIMATION AND DISCLOSURE

Orienting and informing the public about possibéerelopments in the area of extraterrestrial visitato Earth has been a
subject of much speculation and concern in thedtscaince the end of World War I1.

Journalists and writers, TV and film project prodts; government military and intelligence personasiwell as inter-
ested people in the U.S. and around the world baea exposed to more ideas, theories and rumotd BIf®s and ETs over the
years.

We have been acclimated to the idea that it isiplestor our planet to have been visited by ingalit beings from else-
where in space, time and/or other dimensions.

There may even be indications that disclosure alfirformation about the UFO situation has beerlgubleased to the

Michigan MUFON T-shirts!

Want to show your support for your outstanding Michigan MUFON organization?

Michigan MUFON T-shirts and sweatshirts are available now!

Michigan

Mutual UFO Network

= T-shirts only $13 (M, L, XL)
(natural or soft green short sleeve shirt wit  h blue, red, white, & green quality screen
print)

= Sweatshirts (natural, same printy only $18 (M, L, XL)

Shirts available for purchase at all meetings,
or email wjk@mimufon.org
or phone (248) 515-9568 to inquire how to order.

Page 4 MICHIGAN MUFON NEWSLETTER



public to further orient, acclimate and prepare Ansns and people internationally.

Recent UFO reports such as those in Stephenvikead; and Chicago's O'Hare airport were reporteée-in
sponsible and serious ways by many in the newsanedi

The most recent incident in Phoenix, reported todael flares tied to helium balloons and launched ocal
resident, does little to cast doubt on the 199®lan@ in Phoenix when a massive object cruisedwatdltitude over
that city's metropolitan "Valley of the Sun" eadye evening.

It was reportedly witnessed by hundreds or thous@fhdhoenix residents, including the governohattime,
Fife Symington, a former Air Force officer.

All of these cases, as well as many others, heljinaate not only the general public, but also jalists and
those in the media.

When some people interested in this field seekifsigmt disclosure of information possibly held ggvern-
mental military and intelligence groups, they haae mixed success.

Interesting documents and "off the record" inforioraican provide a partial picture of what mightgmeng
on. At the same time, it could be that significeansitive and classified reports are "not readyfone time" and re-
lease to the public.

Accounts of formal and even official acclimatiorioefs and programs indicate that a gradual and waéata-
tion for the public about a possibly significant@&nd ET situation may be a wise course of action.

PSYCHOLOGY, EMOTIONS, SPIRITUALITY

Adjustment to developments such as confirmatioh th#Os are related to visitation to Earth by ingght
civilizations might be difficult for some peoplehis would disrupt their world view, possibly caugianxiety. For
some people, their spiritual beliefs might be imipdan some way.

In addition, many kinds of natural concerns wouidea Are these visitors friend or foe? Are theyeh® help
us or hurt us? What is the role of our governmeamal defense organizations? Will human societycaitization
change in good ways or bad ways?

This is where safe and intelligent acclimation rhaya wiser approach than simply disclosure of tachmn-
formation. Of course, in actuality, these two ideask hand-in-hand. Acclimation is disclosure amgttbsure is ac-
climation.

Yet, the subtle interactions and distinctions betwthese two concepts may be worth considering.

Another element rumored to be in play is the palisitthat humans are facing multiple kinds of egieg de-
velopments.

Different kinds of visitors may be near, includisgme who are friendly, some hostile and some neltra
cases like this, various intelligence-gatheringistbon and rapport-building, dialogue, negotiatiod defensive activi-
ties could be in play.

Have humans been visited in the ancient past? Watiee American Indians and other cultures expdsed
anomalous phenomena that may be of interest tow8 n

Are there aspects of our genetics and DNA that imapme ways connect with other unconventional gques
tions?

What are the concepts involved in scientific reskanto a "unified field" or "zero-point field" thanay be an
underlying layer or force of Nature and the Unie&rs

What are the sources of crop circles and whatherenessages they seem to contain?

Additional metaphysical phenomena such as conmectigth other dimensions, including the afterlife o
"Heaven" and even beliefs about activities of "dsigeould be factors to consider.

All of these ideas and scenarios pose interestidg@ndamental questions about where we have bdware
we are now and where we are going.

Being prepared for various kinds of developmentsamtingencies is usually constructive. Readingvben
the lines of information we come across can alsosasul.

Our roles in any acclimation or disclosure procssselerway would seem to include improving our
"intelligence” in the many meanings of that wordathering information, interpreting it, sharingitd using it to en-
hance our personal and collective situational aness.

Source: American Chronicle, http://www.americanchcte.com/articles/61950

Thanks to MIMUFON member Fred Varner for bringihgstarticle to my attention.

&

JULY 2008 Page 5



Photographic Evidence of UAP, does it Exist?

And, “Raising the Bar”
An Essay By Fred R. Varner, (MIMUFON)

Over the past sixty years proponents of the stddyAd®, also known as “believers”, made up largdiadody of people
who have had some personal experience with UARe bBeve to find some evidence which would convioiteers to join in re-
search of the phenomenon. Thus far the searchamasunfruitful. Early in the study of reports ot AP especially during the so
called “flaps” of the fifties it was said that aggbphotograph would be convincing evidence thatéiperted phenomena were real,
not imagined. A common argument made at that time tlvat; “Automobile accidents occurred at a grdfadguency than UAP
reports and no photographs of automobile accidargsogress exist either; Making the case thatlzseover with a camera at the
ready was not present during the limited duratibthe UAP event in similarity to the accident ev&it that time no photographs
of automobile accidents in progress existed. Ofsmuoday there are many films and videos of &etglin progress. There are
however, very few still photographs.

Since those days thousands of photographs, filntsymleos have surfaced. Yet, not one has beenrstiowthe satisfac-
tion of all, to represent “evidence.” Not one hasrebeen accepted by any body of experts, or ewesidered an item of debate
except among the “believers.”

Can photographic evidence ever be considered édeiese”?

In 2004 NIDS, (The National Institute for Discove3gience), posted on their website an essay bytwmrawhose name
was withheld because he is a PhD Physicist at add¥rnment lab in Maryland. The essay is titl&irategies for Collecting
Evidence of Intelligent Extra-Terrestrial Activity(www.nidsci.org/essay/comp/essay25.html)

It is notable that the author of this essay do@smemtion photographic evidence except in the failhg context“The
accessible evidence centers on animal mutilatioroy circles, and abductions. Thus far, the publd the scientific community
have been unimpressed by all the analyses of these It may be possible that better analyses neagbre convincing and they
should certainly be pursued, but they are no stuistifor ETI artifacts and clear photographs of ETi action.”

Further, the author states, in a section headeatidRand Pilot/Trained Observer Sightind$Ve have become so over-
loaded with such reports that they now count aeLBl/evidence.”(Level Il evidence is defined in the essay asidgestive —
Sulfficient for most people to conclude that furteerious study may be justified.”)

Evidently, the writer does not consider that phaapic evidence falls into any of the categoriesvab

Is there a good reason for this? And, is it fuidleUAP researchers to deal with photographic evige®

A strong case can be made that no photographiees&will ever be accepted based on the following:

1. Hundreds of still photographs of purported UAP egi®duced from the fifties to present on variowedia including
black and white, and color film, and digital. (Obus fakes aside.)

2. A hand full of purported UAP, were allegedly receddon moving film cameras.

3. Hundreds of digital videos exist of purported UAP.

4, Camera technology, having advanced to digital dliasinated the likelihood of a double exposure, tag opened the
possibility of computer enhancement, image insertac.

5. Image insertion and enhancement will likely becanakstinguishable from actual photos.

KEEPING IT LIGHT

I Allf'gE ; Thanks to
STlﬁ‘ﬂ;:ED MiIMUFON
L member Linda
.J Ler Murphy for
- i A submitting this
= o Sofrseonor cartoon.
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6 No analysis of any single still film photo has elseen accepted as evidence.
7. No analysis of any film or digital video has eveeh accepted as evidence.
8

No analysis of the body of the images has everdany two images alike, some however are strorigiifes.

Regardless of any probability that the body of ewite on hand could contain “evidence” useful tepade the public or sci-
entific community to consider it, the photograpiiddence will be rejected.

There is low probability that any future photogrepévidence will be accepted, even if such photplhi@evidence is valid. As
stated by the anonymous writer quoted above, “We h@come... overloaded.”

Given that no photographic evidence will be acogpamd that the past history of UAP research haghaconsisted of col-
lecting anecdotal reports, which are scientificalfiacceptable, the time has passed to define stmaiggy.

-

Marc Davenport made the transition from this ldethe next on Sunday,
April 20. Marc was a dedicated seeker of the twitlo believed that we

all had a right to know. He fought for human rigHiberty, justice, and the
preservation of our planet. He was the authorediMr. President: 100
Earth-Saving Letters and Visitors From Time: Ther8eof the UFOs.

Marc was married to Leah Ann Haley.

Marc was deeply grateful for all of his friends agpporters. His wishes
were that instead of a formal service to mourrdeiath those who loved
him would hold private gatherings to celebratelifés

The family requests that donations in memory of &/2aavenport be made
to Covenant Hospice; 5907 Berryhill Road; Milto, 832570 or to the In-
ternational UFO Museum and Research Center; 114 Btreet; Ros-
well, NM 88203.

Monthly Statistical MUFON Report - for April 2008:

CMS continues to amass sighting respioom around the globe. In April 2008 there w&8® sightings reported to
MUFON through CMS. 451 of which were in the Unitetites. 15 of these were in Michigan. Most irapieely there were
23 Landings, Hovering, or Takeoffs reported andedfities observed overall.

In May 2008 there were 357 sightirfis} of which were in the United States. 10 oféherere in Michigan. Most
impressively there were 16 Landings, Hovering, akdoffs reported and 31 Entities observed overall.

To review the CMS data yourself gavtaw.mufon.com and click on "UFO Case Files" to Esily look at the Last
20 Sightings, or 2.) Do a customized search of2hES database by date and/or location, or 3.) hdgdCMS for even more
detailed UFO sighting information about your Statel the World.

WE ARE NOT ALONE: Tune in to David Twichell's one-hour radio tal

show, “We Are Not Alone” on WHFR, broadcast from
Henry Ford Community Colleg9.3 FM).

Journalist Steve Hammons will guest July 7,
2008. Stephenville, TX journalist Angelia Joiner Wl
guest Aug. 2, 2008 show.

Tune in on thdirst Saturday of each month at
10:00 AM (EST) with a new show each month.

Out of the area? Go to: http://whfr.fm/index.ph

@@ WW and click on“tune in now”. The latest shows are no

archived. Click orfarchives of the weekly WHFR
Forum” and click on the date of the show you wish to he
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Britain Opens Up Secret UFO Files
Tuesday, May 13, 2008
Associated Press

LONDON — The men were air traffic controllers. Experienced, calm professionals. Nobody was drinking.

What they saw has never been explained. And theg s@worried about losing their jobs that they de-
manded their names be kept off the official reports

No one, they knew, would believe their claim thataidentified flying object landed at the airfigltey
were overseeing in the east of England, touchedhdwovefly, then took off again at tremendous speed.

But that's what they reported happening at fouhéafternoon on April 19, 1984, at an unspecifedl|
airport near the eastern coast of England.

Their "Report of Unusual Aerial Phenomenon" is ohenore than 1,000 pages of formerly secret UFO
documents released Wednesday by Britain's Natibredlives.

The air traffic controllers, each with more thaghgiyears on the job, describe how they were hglginide
a small plane to a safe landing on runway 22 whewg were distracted by a brightly lit object apmtuag a differ-
ent runway without clearance.

"Everyone became aware that the object was unidEhti the report on the incident said. "SATCO
[codename for a controller with 14 years' expermdmeports that the object came in 'at speed,' rmadach and go
on runway 27, then departed at 'terrific speed'‘mear vertical' climb."

The incident is one of the more credible in the lygaublic files because it was reported by airftcaton-
trollers, said David Clarke, a UFO expert who hask&d with the National Archives on the documetease.

"They were absolutely astonished," he said. "It wasight, circular object, flashing different cdpand
after it touched down it disappeared at fantagtees. The report comes from very qualified pecghel it's one of
the few that remained unexplained."”

He said other incidents were at times reporteditayadt crews whose members also asked to remainyan
mous because they did not want to jeopardize taegers by seeming to believe in UFOs.

In one case, the pilot of a commercial plane cragthe Atlantic reported an unidentified objectt juH
nautical miles from his wing. He speculated thanight be a meteor or a missile.

Although there are some unexplained cases, ther@risported instance in which Britain's Ministrfye-
fense found any evidence of alien activity or abpacecraft, said Clarke, who nonetheless expeatpaacy theo-
ries about a UFO coverup by the British defensatdishment to persist.

"The Ministry of Defense doesn't have any evidethe¢ our defenses were breached by alien craftsaiee
"They never found one, no bits of one, that's &loan say."

Clarke said the documents released Wednesdayndewith the late 1970s and early 1980s, are tisé fir
batch of a series that will be made public in tegtriew years.

The National Archives is releasing the files nowdese of numerous Freedom of Information requesi-s
ing information about the government's UFO reports.

Officials said names of many individuals had bekathked out to protect their privacy and the erfiles
had been reviewed to make sure their release didamepromise national security.

Ministry of Defense officials indicate in the filéisat UFO reports were only investigated to make hat
no enemy aircraft had illegally entered Britistspaice. This was crucial during the Cold War whegadin planes
posed an ongoing threat.

But officials say they did not try to solve the UF@dles once an enemy attack had been ruled out.

The vast majority of the reports come from memio¢ithe public who see strange things in the sky and
jump to the conclusion that a UFO is involved etleyugh there is likely a logical scientific expléioa for what
they are observing, experts say.

"Mostly it's well-intentioned witnesses who are entifying things," said Nick Pope, another UFQent
who helped the Ministry of Defense investigategghenomenon. "The most common things are aircigtitdi bright
stars and planets, satellites, meteors, airshigshangs like that.”
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Some of the reports are fairly easy to explain -é @uite possibly influenced by a pint or two of bee

This was the case when a number of people leavingharidge Wells pub at 9:30 at night reported sgei
strange craft "with red and green” lights.

Asked by police where it seemed to be traveling,ghb crawlers said it appeared to be headingdadbn's Gat-
wick Airport.

Case closed.

It didn't take a scientist to figure out it wasargnercial plane making a routine approach.

Source: http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,35580html

Editor's Note: MUFON'’s Dan Wright had a saying: tpée don't get drunk and see UFOs — they see UFRQs a
then they get drunk!”

@

UFO enthusiast chases truth, seat in Congress

Libertarian plans to seek 1st District seat; claihat outer space phenomenon ignored
By Thomas Burr
The Salt Lake Tribune

WASHINGTON - A typical campaign kickoff doesn't sssble an X-Files convention. Nor is there usuai$y d
cussion of UFOs crisscrossing the night sky oraMegnment programs to conceal extraterrestrialreidyy.

And most politicians yearning for office avoid ba&ns proclaiming, "It's not about the lights in 8ie, but about
the lies on the ground."”

Joseph Buchman, however, announced his candidatiyedd st Congressional District of Utah under tretner,
and his official announcement was book-ended lydhthe news media ignoring signs of extraterraktisits and the
military's blockade of information about outer spagcsitors.

"I don't mind being seen as a wacko because taheeyorld looks completely wacked," said Buchmame, ltib-
ertarian nominee for the seat of Republican Rej. Bishop. Buchman wore a black tie covered in gkaed stars and
galaxies to the news conference at the NationasRgéub in Washington.

It may not be the most politically expedient plasdaunch a congressional bid for a Utahn, butRask City resi-
dent pressed on. He called on Congress to revokeemmecy oaths the government has forced on nyijgarsonnel or
private contractors so they can talk openly abduatvthey have seen regarding extraterrestrial igctiv

And he wants Congress to hold open hearings osubject.

Many of the speakers at the news conference agviteduchman.

And they also agreed that the mass media was mgtne signs of extraterrestrial life and thatféds were
keeping all the details hidden deep in a dark basem place "where Mulder and Scully would haveaoowith their lit-
tle pen lights," added host Stephen Bassett, diomeeeongressional candidate in Maryland, refemreméhe X-Files stars.

Buchman adds there are other things in his platfomCongress as well. He is not solely runningte UFO-
conspiracy phenomenon. Buchman calls himself ohigLibertarian who has supported the party forertban a quar-
ter century.

"I'm the Ron Paul of Utah congressional politiddiJchman says, referring to the ex-presidential whatd and
Texas congressman.

But even Paul didn't venture into the realm of &eurestrial discussions during his campaign. Buohia rack-
ing up a bit of a reputation as the ET candidateedentPark Recordstory about his candidacy carried the headline,
"Immigration, Taxes and Little Green Men."

Buchman couldn't have been happier. "I absolutahgd it," he said.

tburr@siltrib.com

http://www.sltrib.com/news/ci_9010957

@
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Books Recently Read:

Bill Murphy’s Column

The following titles mostly deal with the sociologf UFOlogy: with the people who study or are ottise involved or felt to be
involved in the field. I'll deal with the worksidescending order of their perceived value:

The Lure of the Edge:Scientific PassionsRReligiousBeliefs,andthe Pursuitof UFOs by Brenda Denzler. Berkeley, California:
University of California Press, 2001, 295 pp. 9Tisione of the best books about UFOlogy by a nB@dgist. Denzler’'s work is
meticulously researched, and informed by her owmeyis of people attending ufological conventiomgl(iding the 1997 MUFON
International Symposium in Grand Rapids), and atgons with several local UFO groups in the Nd@#rolina area. In my opin-
ion, Denzler’s is a fair and balanced account effibld from the perspective of a religious scho#ard its footnotes allow for an
amazing amount of profitable further research enghrt of the reader. You'll also get your vodabpwidened, a bit, by reading

this book.

UFO Religions edited by Christopher Partridge. London: Ralgks 2003, 383 pp. This is a collection of esggydifferent relig-
ion scholars on a wide variety of UFO-related tepincluding UFO contactee movements and cults agdbnarius, the Aetherius
Society, Heaven's Gate, UFO religions and cargtscattitudes towards religion and science in tR®Unovement (this article by
Brenda Denzler), and Jung on UFOs. The levelswadirse here is high and the articles generatiyras some basic familiarity
with the topics, so this is not by any means amductory book. While the editor Partridge indé&saa general sympathy towards
the “organized” UFOlogists, the authors mostly @ntcate on what many ufologists would considentfa” areas of UFOlogy,
while discounting or at least virtually ignoringattthere is a concrete reality to UFOs. Howethgs, is a very worthwhile series of
articles, providing insight into what one scholatlgcipline thinks about UFOlogy. Chapter 12,i8 Doubts: Reading Abduction
Narratives Post-apocalyptically”, included insigtite author Jodi Dean received from her correspor@l@ith the late and much-
missed David Caywood.

The GodsHavelanded:New Religionsfrom OtherWorlds edited by James R. Lewis. Albany, N.Y.: Statévidrsity of New York
Press, 1995, 343 pp. This is another compilaifaarticles, many on the same topics as the Pgdrmbok. The essayists_in The
GodsHaveLandedseem a bit less informed on UFOlogy than thosesetvork is included in UF®eligions but their articles are
still very valuable. It is particularly interestj to compare the Robert W. Balch article in tlaskbon “Bo and Peep’s UFO Cult”,
written prior to the March 26, 1997 mass-suicid@®followers of this cult, with the article in URReligions coming after that
shocking and terribly sad atrocity, and coincidéytaritten by the editor of Th&odsHaveLanded James R. Lewis. What in it-
self alone would make this book worthwhile is Clead0: “The Flying Saucer Contactee Movement, 19884: A Bibliography”,
by J. Gordon Melton and George M. Eberhart.

WhenProphecyFrails: A SocialandPsychologicaBtudyof a ModernGroupthatPredictedhe Destructionof the World, by Leon
Festinger, Henry W. Riecken, and Stanley Schaciéew York: Harper & Row, 1964 (original copyrigh®56 by the University of
Minnesota), 253 pp. The author of the articlé®o and Peep’s UFO Cult” in the Lewis book actualfifiltrated Marshall Apple-
white’s group to gain first-hand material for thefudy. The same procedure was used by the thraathors of this book, and ad-
ditional hired observers, to surreptitiously stadgroup centered around a suburban Chicago howséwaifmed Mrs. Marian Keech
in this book). Mrs. Keech, a medium of sortsereed messages through automatic writing from c@agda (also known as Je-
sus), which culminated in a prediction of world tlestion on December 21, 1954. Mrs. Keech anddiwers, including a sig-
nificant element located in East Lansing, Michigarre ostensibly promised to be taken up in adhgaucer before this ultimate
holocaust. As Lewis notes in his URligionsarticle (p. 103): “The scenario predicted in Mfgech’s prophecy is eerily similar
to that of Heaven's Gate.” Fortunately, no oreddn the Keech debacle, but an M.S.U. professtiriis job and most of the devo-
tees ended up disillusioned and feeling terribblih. Festinger’'s “underground sociologists” nieycriticized for the propriety of
their methods and the likely contamination of theup they studied by their own actions. The stody also been attacked by the
author of the next book | will discuss as not affing the hypothesis that Festinger tried to protleat, when a group’s most sacred
beliefs are disconfirmed, they hold on to them nfaeely (for, after all, almost all of the grogpon drifted away after the embar-
rassing climax of no pick-up and no end of the derMishlove, p. 245). But the Festinger book'mge of “UFO enthusiasts” be-
ing damaged and gullible individuals of low selfezsn looking to the skies for salvation rather kdwld” within the scholarly
world, and you can see it repeated over and owanag the popular media.

ThePK Man: A True Storyof Mind overMatter, by Jeffrey Mishlove. Charlottesville, Virginisflampton Roads Publishing Com-
pany, Inc., 2000, 283 pp. One of the strangabviduals to have become enmeshed in the histolyF@logy was one Ted Owens
(1920-1987), a man who stated that “Space Inteltige” were attempting to use him as their propdred, who claimed to be able to
call down from heaven, in an effort to prove hisesasuch a variety of natural and human disadtateven Moses would have
blushed.
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Owens made numerous predictions of disasters ftdeast 1965 on, but the book’s author, then agatastudent studying to
be the first American to receive a Ph.D. in parapslogy from a major university, first met the pisicin 1976. Most of the
book follows the subsequent career of Owens anthtd@gactions with the book’s author, the rest ofigkica, and with his own
torn psyche. ltis a sad, even frightening, stoyauthor Mishlove believes, and brings out meages in an effort to prove his
point, that Owens did indeed possess some amaigstyuctive psychic power. Whether this suppasedaging talent was de-
rived from UFO “SIs” (Space Intelligences), the Btign power Pyrcre (“Pyramid Creature”), or the MayKtolac, later addi-
tions to Owens’ “paranormal backers”, or, as Misklprefers to think, from somewhere within his dwman capacity, is a fur-
ther problem. Mishlove’s statistical understagdiri chance does not seem strong to me, and evedodsenot believe that all
the coincidences Owens claimed proved his poweradigtwere valid. | found the extension of Owetadénts to subverting the
Chicago Bears and Philadelphia Eagles football sgaanticularly tenuous, even without arguing th&ikeof prediction speci-
ficity and confirmation, for fumbles and errant pas are a large part of the game, and really aa#iras surprising as Mishlove
seems to think. (However, perhaps an angeredjzsyould be theoneexplanation that could account for the Detroitrisb
decades-long ineptitude?) Some of Mishlove’s tizétg about what actually was going on in Oweife &nd career is interest-
ing, and the book is a fast read. A regimen &jrisnprovement that Owens taught, while seemirsgindard New Age stuff, is
attractive, far more so than the man who claimed pmuch in advance of the Challenger disaster,iteatnd his handlers would
bring down a Space Shuttle, and many of whose a@embnstrations” involved loss of life. Mishlovergention of the website
www.intuition.org which contains transcripts of conversations flaspublic TV series “Thinking Allowed”, is anoth&ngible
benefit from reading this book.

UFO Religion: InsideFlying SauceiCultsandCulture by Gregory L. Reece. London: |.B. Tauris, 200¥3 pages. Thisis a
popular writer's look at the landscape of UFOlogyhough it is touted by religious scholars as fadyantroduction to the field
of UFO religions, | felt it somewhat lacking in da@nd understanding of the subject — and certaihtiie wider ufological field.
The author’s attempts to be humorous to add spieenarrative that should itself be interestingvalt as serious sometime fall
flat. The funniest thing | found was an unintengl “typo” on page 57, in which Reece informshet Rachel, Nevada, is a
town “not really much more than a trailer parkfie imiddle of the dessert” (wonder whether its rexsisl have weight prob-
lems?). Occasionally Reece gives us insightshiig@wn peculiar religious hang-ups, which | anh campletely sure are that
germane to the study. Although his field of stiglworldwide and covers events back to the begmof the modern UFO era
(and before), the illustrations in Reece’s booksaltm to have been taken from a recent trip to deeaad California. Many
“nuts and bolts” UFOlogists will also not appreei&eece’s essentially lumping them into the sareetapm with ancient astro-
naut believers and contactee religionists. Capsummaries of the different UFO cults and pos#tisuffer from the very fact
that, as summaries, they are incomplete and sometnbit skewed. However, the book is interestirits contemporary por-
trayal of UFOlogy and UFOlogists, and could be usedlvisedly -- as a springboard for further study.

Visitors: A NewLook at UFOs by Kelly Bell. New York: Universe, Inc., 200203 pp. The front cover of this book touts
“Should someone ask you to recommend ‘a good badkFOs,’ this should be the one.” | would taksuis with that advertise-
ment. The author “has been researching the afespecially the UFO phenomenon) since the earf{p89(back cover), but
most of his sources seem to stop at 1990. Matiyeofeferences are to general popular bookshig&itme/Life Mysteries of the
Unknownseries, or, worse, the surpassingly fun but selyosuspect Frank Edwards works. Many of Belkareples are re-
worked descriptions of Edwards’ and others’ acceunith the kind of errors of repetition that JoFenney talked about in his
March State Meeting presentation. As a resulipge flaws exist in the Bell book. Bob Lazarde is given with no mention
of the valid questions about his credibility, thevierend Barry Downing is noted aplaysicist and (what | just did herel!), source
references usually do not tell the reader whegedited work the material came from. As an exanphad to search through
the whole of a Frank Edwards book a couple timésrbd found one particular UFO story buried witliti recesses. Bell’s the-
sis seems to be that UFOs may be generally expdigalterms of the Christian revelation, but heoasgues, rather confusingly,
that most of the other theories he trundles outitdwhe end of the book may have a piece of thiaeafory action. Bell seems
to veer a little too close to the canard that abskecare in league, unwittingly or not, with denedioirces — at least he does not
seem overtly to condemn those positions. Two agiges by co-author Tim Donovan, on “The ET Rol&arth History” and
“Saucers Deliberately Crashed”, seem the mostralgiarts of the work, although their thrust is atht80 degrees from the
very-conservative and rather limited Christian \peimt Bell espouses. The articles are too bdetpresent fully the reasoning
that may lie behind Donovan'’s views, including tiwevel idea that Christianity was a necessary teetiby the aliens to develop
humanity after the stifling Roman Empire, but itsdecame a hindrance to further development, amdhas to be cleared away.
Donovan also suggests that the aliens have delédgisacrificed some of their saucers and crewsitay humans gradually to
the realization of their existence, a less cultereding approach, he thinks, than a massive spammemstration or landing upon
the White House lawn, near the Houses of Parlianagt St. Peter’'s Square. | would argue thatthes better books on the
subject from a religious standpoint, and certafrdyn a generalist perspective.
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The Day the Aliens Landed

By Stephen Coan

American film maker Randall Nickerson is currentigiting southern Africa to make a documentary foflows up an
incident that happened at the Ariel School in Rudimjbabwe, in 1994, when 62 children aged betwégint end 12 reported
seeing a UFO and “strange beings” during their nimgrbreak.

Those children are now young adults scattered arthaglobe. Nickerson is tracking them down anerinewing them
about the experience. “Their stories have not cedrag all,” he says. “Not what you would expedhi#y had made it all up.”

So what exactly happened on that day in 1994 ac¢heol in Ruwa just east of Harare? “It was magrbreak and they
were out in the school yard playing,” says Nickers@ hey saw one main silver craft that had fouvess around it,” says Nicker-
son. “It came down on a hill beyond the school ythat was out of bounds. The boundary was the efitfee school yard, then it
was bush and the hill.

“They ran to the edge of the school yard to sed s thing was. They saw this small creature veatbund on top of
the craft while another came down to check outthilelren. He was all in black, with a very tighitsThe children said he had
big eyes ‘like rugby balls’.

“The children had direct eye contact with this tuea. There seems to have been some kind of congation with the
children about the state of the world — what wedwoing to the planet, the destruction we are caysilthough not all the chil-
dren got this message. Some of the children wateratized, others were excited. The young childrere the most traumatized
as they were at the front of the group.

“They all went screaming back to the teachers. f€aehers didn’t believe them at first. But therythent home and
told their parents who came to the school and veatatéknow what had happened.”

Soon afterwards the children were asked to dratugs of what they had seen. “They did this seplrathe drawings
were all the same.”

A BBC television crew were first on the scene tibofe it up. In November 1994, Harvard professopsychiatry John
E. Mack visited the school and filmed interviewshathe children. He was assisted by South Africardpcer Nicky Carter who
had already made a short documentary on the subjettte SABC. “I| had a half-brother at the schbshe says. “He was off
sick on the day it happened, but the children kadd all about it and he contacted me.”

Carter has no doubt the children were telling théht “When they were interviewed by Mack with lai professional
skills it was clear they were telling the truth heir voice tone, their body language. They were@wistent, they told their sto-
ries with such conviction. And they spoke aboln itheir own language. One child recalled beind tof the alien that we should
not be so ‘techknowledged’ — why make up sometlikegthat?”

Mack, a Pulitzer prize winner for his biographyTofE. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) titled A PrirafeOur Disorder,
was a highly respected psychiatrist. However, wieebegan researching the phenomenon of repore atiductions, his fellow
academics looked askance. In 1994, when his boakiétibn appeared, a committee was appointed teweMack’s clinical
care and investigation of the people who had shdn@id alien encounters with him. According to BBC, “It was the first time
in Harvard’s history that a tenured professor wagected to such an investigation.”

After 14 months of inquiry, Harvard issued a staatrstating that the dean had “reaffirmed Dr Maelcademic freedom to
study what he wishes and to state his opinionsowitimpediment”.

In 2004, Mack was killed by a drunk driver while Wwas visiting London to lecture at a T. E. Lawrenoeference.

Mack was guarded in his interpretation of the atidagghenomenon. To one interviewer who said thatkseemed
“inclined to take these [abduction] reports at faakie”, Mack replied saying: “Face value | wouldsay. | take them seriously. |
don’t have a way to account for them.”

In a BBC interview he said: “| would never say, yéere are aliens taking people. [But] | would Hagre is a compel-
ling powerful phenomenon here that | can’t accdantn any other way. Yet | can’t know what it isthit seems to me that it in-
vites a deeper, further inquiry.”

Nickerson sees himself as taking that inquiry fertafter being commissioned by the John E. Macttlts, along with
producer Dominique Callimanopulos, to make a doaueng incorporating the interview footage shot @94 with follow-up
material shot in the present.

“I want to present the story objectively,” says kécson. “To show the original raw material. Thatlsat initially inter-
ested me about this case. These children all dsgrseeing the same thing. You can tell they atdying. But having seen this
footage | thought: | need to go to this placeal& to people, | need to investigate it for mysBiid this really happen?

“The subject has to be approached as scientifieallgossible,” he says. “There are questions thateed to ask. It's a
case of presenting the evidence just like court.”
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Despite this rigorous approach, isn’'t there a dahgewill simply encounter those on the “lunatinde”? “I have found
those are the people who have all the answerqdngle to whom something like this has really haggdedon’t. They have mil-
lions of questions. There is a humility about thémey realize it's not about them.”

At the beginning of the project Nickerson set almrttacting those people who had been among tlohigizen who had
witnessed the sighting. “They are mainly studemt€é&nada, the United States, New Zealand and Bifitai

Tracking them down hasn't been that difficult. “Jte@re contacting us because of what we put up @ddhn E. Mack
Institute website. What is interesting is that tlsdries remain the same as in 1994.

“They were affected profoundly,” says Nickersont tAe time one girl was told by her parents ndatk about it, that she
had imagined it all. But then she found other pestories on the Internet. She got in touch wigm and realized ‘Oh my God,
that was real’.

“Others I've met never doubted it. They say theegignce opened up new horizons for them.”

Nickerson cites two students who are now studyinipé U.S. “Their father said they would never hdwee that, but af-
ter their experience the children were totally deah that's what convinced him that something ydadppened.”

Nickerson'’s first stop during his visit to southekfrica was Ariel School. “I interviewed teachersdaworkers who were
there at the time.” He also came across people fwandifferent schools in the area who had sinmsightings on the same day.

Nickerson is now in South Africa trying to trackwdo those living here who were witnesses on that Haywill be here
until the end of April following up leads resultifiggm two radio interviews he has given.

Source: http://witness.co.za/?showcontent&global%dh5d=6379
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Vatican says aliens could exist
By David Willey
BBC News, Rome

The Pope's chief astronomer says that life on Marsannot be ruled out.

Writing in the Vatican newspaper, the astronomathér Gabriel Funes, said intelligent beings caehteGod
could exist in outer space.

Father Funes, director of the Vatican Observatear iRome, is a respected scientist who collabovetbsuniver-
sities around the world.

The search for forms of extraterrestrial life, hgss does not contradict belief in God.

The official Vatican newspaper headlines his agtidliens Are My Brother'.

'Free from sin’

Just as there are multiple forms of life on easththere could exist intelligent beings in outeaccreated by God.
And some aliens could even be free from original Be speculates.

Asked about the Catholic Church's condemnation éenturies ago of the Italian astronomer and pistsiGalileo,
Father Funes diplomatically says mistakes were Madst is time to turn the page and look towattdsfuture.

Science and religion need each other, and manyrastrers believe in God, he assures readers.

To strengthen its scientific credentials, the Vatics organising a conference next year to marR@@eh anniver-
sary of the birth of the author of the Origin ofe8jes, Charles Darwin.

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hileurope/739968m

Published: 2008/05/13 22:08:27 GMT
© BBC MMVIII
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"If I become President, I'll make every piece dbmimation this country has about UFO sightings kade
to the public, and the scientists. | am convinded UFOs exist because I've seen one... "
President Jimmy Carter during his gteccampaign in May 1976
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30 Billion Earths? New Estimate of Exoplanets in OuGalaxy
By Robert Roy Britt

Senior Science Writer

Chances are you haven't spent a whole lot of timedering how many Jupiter-like planets exist in galaxy. But Char-
ley Lineweaver has, because it bears on a morertamauestion: How many potentially habitable plsrare there?

New calculations by Lineweaver and Daniel Gretbeth of the University of New South Wales in Aulraprovide an
encouraging answer to this question. The reseaehgrect a flood of Jupiters will be found, perh&@percent more than cur-
rently expected.

Each such discovery would be significant in thetfanplanets that could harbor life.

Why? Because much of the evolution of our own sgyatem, including the formation of Earth, was esthated or af-
fected by Jupiter, the largest planet with by Fer bulk of the solar system's mass, excepting time & course.

"Our solar system is Jupiter and a bunch of juak,Lineweaver puts it.

Our protector

When Jupiter developed, it simply bullied otheremlt§ into position or out of existence. Then thghtyi gas giant be-
came Earth's protector.

Though the fledgling Earth was pummeled by asteraittl comets, making it difficult for life to takeld, it could have
been much worse. Jupiter shielded Earth from an beavier bombardment of debris that made its wamy the outskirts of the
new system toward its central star.

That protective role continues. In 1994, Jupitexduigs immense gravity to lure comet Shoemaker-listya death
plunge. Had the comet hit Earth, it would haveilzedd much or all of the planet.

For now, no one knows whether our solar systermesgmts a common method of formation and evolutiofact, discov-
eries over the past six years seem to indicatewite Most of the roughly 80 planets discoveretbiole our solar system are
much more massive than Jupiter. They also orbitqusty close to their host stars, locations thatia likely prevent rocky plan-
ets from forming in so-called habitable orbits.

But experts attribute these findings to the limitas of technology. Smaller planets in more conafioie¢ orbits around
other stars simply can't be detected. Yet.

How many Jupiters?

All this in mind, Lineweaver and Grether worked same new calculations for the prevalence of ptatiett are about
Jupiter's size at about the same distance fromltoest stars. The calculations are based on sortie ehost recent extrasolar
planet discoveries, in which ever-smaller objectsteeing detected at ever-greater distances fremhbst stars.

So how many Jupiters are out there orbiting Suaditars in the Milky Way Galaxy?

"At least a billion, but probably more like 30 lmih," Lineweaver tolSPACE.com

And the math behind that?

"There are about 300 billion stars in our galaxigoAt 10 percent (or 30 billion) are roughly Surelikhe explained. "At
least 5 percent (1.5 billion) but possibly as masy0 percent or 100 percent (about 30 billiortheée have Jupiter-like planets."

These estimates would vary based on exactly whatgt Jupiter-like or Sun-like, Lineweaver said.

What about Earths?

The calculations, which are part of a paper thatbeen submitted to the jourmedtrobiology don't bear directly on
worlds like our own. But with what's known of plarfiermation, some speculation is possible.

"A reasonable guess is the same number of Earthgpiters,” Lineweaver said.

That, however, depends heavily on how one defirethHike. If one includes rocky planets in genglige Mercury, Ve-
nus and Mars, "then they are probably more cominan Jupiters,” he said. If, however, you mean rgitpets with liquid water
at the surface, "then we really can't answer thag well. They may be as common as Jupiters, or ity be much less common."

Alan Boss, an expert in planetary system formagibthe Carnegie Institution of Washington, saidrniber calculations for
Jovian twins seem reasonable. Trying then to esitiie number of Earth-like planets requires " leBfaith, but one which ap-
pears to be plausible," he said.

"As the veil covering the unseen portions of disagwspace is lowered in the next decade, | expeawill find that Jupi-
ter-like planets are commonplace," said Boss, whs mot involved in the new study. "Whether or heat also means Earth-like
planets are common can only be proven by NASA'dé¢anission."

Kepler, recently approved to launch in 2006, witimitor 100,000 stars for telltale dips in light icating an Earth-sized
planet in an Earth-like orbit has crossed in frofithe star. While it would not take photographsplér could provide the first cen-
sus of planets that have the potential to supffert |

Source: http://www.space.com/scienceastronomyfastng/jupiter_typical_020128.html
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Recent Michigan Sightings

GRAND RAPIDS: Taking my dog out | saw an object like a sakelfieading from the western sky northeast on May 24
2008, at 11:00 p.m. Suddenly it becomes a hudebhdht then turned very faint. It then changdicection 90 degrees heading
northwest and faded slowly becoming very dim arshplpeared. | went in to get my binoculars and dngrthe sky to the west,
slightly northwest of me was a stationary star bkgect that blinked red, blue, white green. Evéihthe naked eye you could see it
blinking. | watched it about 10 minutes then werside because of the mosquitos.

Thanks to Brian Vike, Director of HBCC UFO Researlattp://www.hbccufo.org.

Occurred : April 12, 2008. 22:51 Location: WatedoMI. Shape: Chevron. Duration: 10 sec.

Clear night sky, airport traffic in air. One chemrshaped UFO passed above head in SSE directitd.was translucent/
transparent, like a jellyfish, moving at a faseraf speed. Edges seemed white or near-whiteghitlef travel difficult to discern,
size of craft difficult to discern. Appeared famlp 2-3 seconds before UFO disappeared behinditre@nd then reappeared briefly
seconds later far on horizon for 2 more secondsnbgdurned to a SE direction. Travel was silentfaliding. Best estimate of
speed 100-150 MPH. Thanks to NUFORC

Occurred : April 4, 2008. 21:30. Location: Duraitl, Duration: 45min.

04/04/08 object sighted moving from west to eagtproximately 45min duration, arcing to the northile still moving
towards east. This part is what struck me as géréime craft did a button hook and stopped abrgstlf someone or thing had
parked it. Witnessed by longtime friend who viewle same object as | did. Both of us will takgodygraph to confirm sighting is
authentic. Time was 9:15pm till 10:00pm. The drobject was not a satellite.

Thanks to NUFORC

Occurred : March, 24, 2008. 21: Location: Hastjnds Shape: Triangle. Duration:5 minutes.

| had gone to the gas station to get a news ptgmy bell, and soda on the trip home; | had seet whs apparently an
airplane. It became apparent that it was a UF@nwhstopped going in its direction and just gdrto hover. It had a flashing red
light, and | started to point out of my window & bthers see it. This is the 3rd UFO that | heeen in the past 7 days. Oh yes, the
UFO was totally silent, and flying low. | wouldysthat it could not have been more than 200 fefethef ground. It was approxi-
mately 2 miles north of Hastings, off of M37. Hdan almost parallel path to the airport in Hastiwhen it was moving. When it
stopped and hovered, my heart sunk.

Thanks to NUFORC

June 1, 2008: While sitting on my back patio, apprately 80degrees up from the horizon and to thetliS\West (south
more than west) sky, | noticed what appeared ta s@r like light. If it were dusk or totally dadkwould not have given it a second
thought. However, at this time of day under ahglighazy early evening Sunday, it was the only stahe sky which is what got my
attention. It appeared to change shape in a nguggesting an oblong section. This could be agidh due to ice particles and/or
atmosphere distorting the light that high in thg. skm not sure about motion, size or shape a&salt. | thought of getting out my
telescope but | didn't because as | watched it adew minutes | convinced myself it was indeedisa. sl diverted my attention from
it for about 5 minutes and when | looked up toi§@ewas still there, it was gone. | used onexdf homes window casings as a sta-
tionary point and found that it was slowly driftitmward the west at a pace equal to the night &g.s This further led to my dis-
missal of it being something atypical. In spitehaiing the proverbial gut instinct. So, a singskar in the sky at a time of day
when there should be none, visible for only a faarsminutes...well who knows? As a second poineférence planes were flying
over as they frequently do which made it clear thit object (or star) was far higher. | shouldédaulled out the scope.

Also, | have noticed on 4 separate occasions ip#sé5 years or so a single bright light in the (skith no discernable
sound) two years ago over Lake St. Clair late giitmhear the mouth of the Clinton River at two eliéint times from the north east
and at a high angle. And at my home last summeit would be my front yard, again from the Ndggdst and high angle; then
finally last week (mid week) from the Southwestihat would be my back yard and at somewhere bet@@da 70 degrees from
the horizon. In all instances | was outdoors amehis beyond 11:00pm. | know what planes and Helmslike at night as | live
close to Selfridge Air Base. | have lived in thiga most of my life. Could it be a plane or ateo) | can’t say no! But, this light
does what no plane can do...Imagine a powerful hatal dpot light about 2 million candle power in tiight sky shining down so
brightly that you can’t help but notice it. Thamdslenly it's as if a dimmer switch went off andjitickly gets smaller and dimmer
until it is a faint pin point size and then gonefat were going straight up. It’'s as if you ven a car with one of those auto dim-
mers when it activates!

Thanks to MUFON CMS.
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“Truth ... If You Dare UFO Symposium II”

Another Resounding Success

The second collaborative effort between lllinois MON and the J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies Wweld on Sunday, June
22" at the Tinley Park Holiday Inn Convention Cersteuth of Chicago, lllinois. A crowd estimatedtie hundreds by the local
newspapeBouthtown Starand including representatives from Michigan amtidna MUFON, came to this location, the projected
site for the 2009 MUFON International Symposiufiihere they heard historical ufologist and Sci-Fi p&sonality Richard Do-
lan give the featured talk on “The Challenges ofdUbisclosure”. Roswell researcher Donald Schimitiated the presentations,
and lllinois State Director Sam Maranto led thedtdand concluding lecture. As with the first safair, there was a Speakers’
Panel at the conclusion of the individual preséomat materials from the main speakers were aaifao purchase, and another
raffle of MUFON and UFO-related materials was held.

Richard Dolan’s talk was simply the best confergmasentation in this writer's recent memory. Maolan divided his speech
into three parts. He first made the case, fos¢hoho might be skeptical or know little about siidject, that UFOs were a serious
matter for the (specifically, U.S.) military, thrgli instancing 15 U.S. government documents thapualoéicly known, from the
1947 Twining Memo through 1990 DIA documents ondsat UFOs. He further averred, and presented whocementary proof
of his assertion, that the militaries of the U.8d ather countries have chased and apparentlyneento chase UFOs. Richard
then moved to what is a main thread in his thinkthgt elements within the U.S. government havedoitinecessary to “cover up”
information on UFOs, partly for their own reasonSome researchers are likely to disagree withDvian’s methodology and
interpretations in this area, but that is assuredtyral for discussion on any historical or cutrbject. The third part of the Do-
lan presentation covered the implications of a tptgaalien presence on earth, both for us earthlangl the postulated “Them”.
While clearly labeled as speculation, this portiaas pretty much a touteforce Hopefully, this extremely effective presentatio
will be available through lllinois MUFON or Mr. Dah.

Though recovering from a serious medical procethaetook place since his appearance at “Truth..df Dare 1", Donald
Schmitt showed that he retains the same consiakslity to deliver a riveting talk in strong advageof the reality of a crash of
more than a Mogul balloon and crash-test dummias Reswell, New Mexico, in the summer of 1947. “Qtarity of the Roswell
Facts vs. the Skeptic Spin” Schmitt insistentlydbdown on the unlikelihood that elements of thetratite military unit in exis-
tence in 1947 could have mistaken as alien teclyyoMnat were supposedly just bits of foil, balsaodioand other balloon materi-
als. Don also contrasted the insistent storiesrall and odd bodies in 1947 with the latest (3@@&ernment explanation of full-
sized anthropomorphic dummies that did not cone éxistence until five years after the Roswell @éveMr. Schmitt hammered
home the fact that hundreds of first, second, hird-hand Roswell witnesses found the various drahging explanations of mili-
tary and civilian arm-chair debunkers ludicroude contended that talk of “time compression” arfteotlismissive phrases about
their stories was insulting in the extreme to thkdscitizens who have signed sworn statementhedruth of what they had seen
and experienced.

In “Cooper’s Corners: Real Life Encounters” lllisdstate Director and “Truth ... If You Dare” prime weo Sam Maranto pro-
vided a fascinating insight into a case-in-progreiis video and personal reminiscences by a magegble about a series of ex-
periences centering around their upper Midwest hion2904. The lights, objects, audio, and othermmmena experienced by
this family are strongly reminiscent of those ermteted at the “Skinwalker Ranch”. During the sauof the presentation it was
clear that, while the couple was doing well nove tindeal had placed a tremendous strain upon teethe constant contact with
and ready assistance from Mr. Maranto likely plagadmportant support role throughout and aftes ffd@riod. Linda and | had
the opportunity to chat at some length with thisgle after the presentation, and they seemed to los solid, down-to-earth peo-
ple. Sam mentioned that this fascinating caskeewéntually be published.

The next “Truth ... If You Dare” Symposium is schestlifor Sunday, August 17, at the same Tinley Raglle. “Show Me the
Evidence: The Science of Ufology” will feature UR@ce case expert Ted Phillips as well as Stantizuifan. Additional
speakers are making presentations, and a mormmgny session on the latest UFO case investigatids is under consideration.
For more information on this symposium, check batitlinois MUFON website at www.illinoismufon.com.

Editor's Note: MiMUFON’s Bill Murphy has been ask&mimake one of the presentations at the AugusithiTr. If You
Dare I1I" Symposium.

@&—
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Police chase UFO over Cardiff
By Laura Clout 20/06/2008

A police helicopter crew gave chase to a UFO affteimost collided with their aircraft near a mliy base.

The pilot was forced to bank sharply to avoid bdiiidy the mystery aircraft as the helicopter wetsirning to the Minis-
try of Defence base of St Athan, near Cardiff. Tiree crew, who described the UFO as 'flying seshaped’, then gave chase,
getting as far as the North Devon coast before theyow on fuel, it was reported.

The police aircraft was hovering at 500ft and wajtclearance to land on June 7, when those onispatted the other
craft hurtling towards them from below. A spokesnfiar South Wales Police said: "We can confirmAlreSupport Unit sighted
an unusual aircraft. This was reported to the exewuthorities for their investigation.”

It was reported that the aircraft closed in at gspeed, aiming straight for the helicopter whialerved sharply. "They
are convinced it was a UFO. It sounds far-fetcled they know what they saw."

The helicopter crew are said to have crossed tlgtdBchannel in pursuit of the UFO, but lost sighit and had to turn
back due to a fuel shortage.

The sighting comes weeks after the most comprebe@dbvernment files on UFO activity are openech®pgublic for the
first time today and they disclose that even aiffitt controllers and police officers have seenteeus craft in the skies over
Britain.

The sightings range from incredible tales of ligleen men visiting the Wirral to corroborated ande from policemen
and pilots of Unidentified Flying Objects hoveriagove towns and cities.

All were recorded on official forms, held by airdes and police stations, and compiled by the Minit Defence be-
tween 1978 and 2002.

Story from Telegraph News:
http://mww.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howathmif2160814/Police-chase-UFO-over-Cardiff.html

@&—

Lt. Col. Lawrence J. Coyne, U.S. Army Reserve loglter pilot with 3,000 hours of flying time.

He and other three airmen had a acoseunter with a UFO on the night of October 1873, while flying in a U.S.
Army Bell Huey utility helicopter in the vicinityfaviansfield, Ohio. Lt. Coyne described his expecie at a United Nations
UFO hearing in 1978:

"With the aircraft under my control, | observed tiee-lighted object closing upon the helicoptethatsame altitude
at a high rate of speed. It became apparent amicbllision was about to happen unless evasitierawas taken.

"l looked out ahead of the helicopter and obserwedircraft | have never seen before. This craditppned itself
directly in front of the moving helicopter. Thigaft was 50 to 60 feet long with a grey metallimisture. On the front of this
craft was a large steady bright red light. | codddineate where the red stopped on the strucfutesocraft because red was
reflecting off the grey structure. The designho$ tcraft was symmetrical in shape with a promireghindentation on the un-
dercarriage. From this portion of the undercagjaggreen light, pyramid-shaped, emerged withigihe initially in the trail
position. This green light then swung 90 degreesjing directly into the front windshield and ligig up the entire cockpit
of the aircraft. All colors inside the cabin oEthelicopter were absorbed by this green lightatTicludes the instrument
panel lights on the aircraft.

"As a result of my experience, | am convinced thfect was real and that these types of inciddrasld require a
thorough investigation. It is my own personal egmthat worldwide procedures need to be estallisbeffectively study
this phenomena through an international cooperatificat. The establishment of a Transponder Codaifcraft flying
worldwide is needed, to identify to ground conieddl that a pilot is indeed experiencing a UFO phea and that pilot anxi-
ety can be reduced to provide safe effective flykamgpwing he is under radar control."

(Statement to the Special Political Committee efltnited Nations, November 27, 1978.)
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From The Editor's Desk
| i v ‘,

David Twichell

April 2008 Phoenix lights hoax.

Stan Romanek’s alleged alien.

i,

The Paul Trent photo taken on May 11,
1950 in McMinnville Oregon.
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Hoaxes Hurt UFOlogy

When it comes to photographic arttbwievidence of anomalous aerial
phenomena, there are misidentifications of coneeali objects and natural phe-
nomena, actual unconventional objects and thewe t&r outright hoaxes. The
internet’s popular “Youtube.com” overflows with adgepodge of all of the
above. Separating the wheat from the chaff isv@mending process that always
results in some so-called “experts” in direct disggnent with some others. The
UFO cynic will dismiss all evidence as a hoax regss of its authenticity and
painstaking analysis. Conversely, a small portibtihe public will accept any-
thing that comes down the pike.

In 2006, Australian filmmaker ChKienworthy received a grant from the
Australian government to produce several hoaxed MiBEo clips. The final product
was a convincing demonstration of how modern phafpigic technology may be used
to make nothing at all look like something anomaland plausible. Ironically, before
Kenworthy came clean about the ruse, the skeptizsimed out their standard explana-
tions of “birds”, “ball lighting”, “Venus” etc. whe the serious UFOlogist saw through
it in record time. The experiment was a lessaalltooncerned to carefully scrutinize
any and all photographic evidence before dubbiggituine. It also begged the ques-
tion “why would any government sponsor such a mtdje

A gentleman recently had his fiftemimutes of fame (or shame) touting a pic-
ture he claimed was a typical disk-shaped UFOéncimter of the frame. The problem
being that the dark object was also in the cerftéreosun. Taking a picture of the sun
will often produce this effect as well as colorfubs surrounding the star. They are not
UFOs, angels or the spirit of your late, great AMiatilda; it is the camera lens object-
ing to the overwhelming amount of light it is beisgbjected to. It doesn't do a lot of
good for the camera either. Whether this was a bo#&gnorance of photography is a
matter of debate.

In April 2008, Phoenix made national press covenaigie video of lights
moving randomly through the night sky. A man laeid he saw his neighbor launch
several helium balloons with flares attached taortfieom the back porch of his north
Phoenix home, to which the prankster later confiksSehe witness said the balloons
took off about 8 p.m., right before the mysteritights were spotted. This latest stunt
shouldn’t take anything away from the authentioityhe Phoenix Lights incident of
eleven years ago — but it just might in the minfisany.

Now, Jeffrey L. Peckman is callig the creation of an Extraterrestrial Af-
fairs Commission within the city of Denver, ColocadThis in itself might be a vener-
able idea, however it's based on his highly questite (if not downright ludicrous)
video of a bug-eyed alien playing peeping Tom thial story window of the home of
an alleged abductee, Stan Romanek. Experts mag pne wrong but it looks like a
reflection of something from inside the room or ad®l outside the window. One
video entrepreneur has already duplicated Mr. Rakiarvideo and done a far better
job of it. Others have spoofed the video as wadl displayed their creations on You-
tube.

Such cases are far too numerousetttion here but the point is; a skeptical
public tends to throw the baby out with the batllewavhen a deliberate hoax grabs its
attention and is promptly exposed for what it tigly Deliberate hoaxes give UFOlogy
a black eye and hamper further study worthy ofoseriscientific investigation.

This is the very reason that Stafioadman uses only photographs taken in
the 1950s, when computers and Paint Shop coultdawat been used to generate them.
The now-famous Trent photos are a case in poienEhese are still dismissed as
hoaxes by the voluntarily blind and those who refiessurrender their self-appointed
designation as the most intelligent and advancétyben the universe.

David Twichell

MIMUFON Newsletter Editor
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The following people are the State Section Directors for Michigan If you have questions, comments,
sightings, or any other report, please contact the State Section Director covering your county.

Bob Wagel, 269-782-6111
mwagel@beanstalk.net
Berien, Cass, Van Buren

Len Keeney, 517-669-3128
Lkeeney48105@yahoo.com
Lenawee, Washtenaw, Livingston

Gary Golem, 734-459-7514
ggolem@peoplepc.com
Wayne, Monroe

Zach Smith, 269-274-1611
zachmufonbiz@yahoo.com
Eaton, Jackson, Ingham, Shiawassee

John Castle, Home 269/465-3068, Mobile 269/326-0441
kc8odm@hotmail.com
Clinton, lonia, Montcalm, and Gratiot

Jon Long, 616-738-3049
jon@jdlong.com
Allegan, Barry

Bill Konkolesky, 248-515-9568
wjk@mimufon.org
Oakland,

Harold Marquardt, 586-463-5553
Macomb

Wayne Erickson, 810-364-9938
Weric1293@sbcglobal.net

Randy Baker, 810-794-3876
shadowresearch@hotmail.com
St. Clair

Wendy Smith, 616-261-0690
wapsmith@umich.edu
Ottawa, Kent

Oceana, Mason, Muskegon
Contact Wendy or Jon Long

Judy Kulka, 231-599-2594

ufoquilter@torchlake.com
Grand Traverse, Leelenau, Kalkaska, Antrim
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Sunny Young, Chief Investigator. 269-352-7917
Caboogie2u@yahoo.com
Calhoun, Kalamazoo, Van Buren, St. Joseph

Isabella, Mecosta, Oseola, Clare
TBA

You will note that not all counties are covered with section direc-
tors. In that case you can contact any of the following state offi-
cers.

Bill Konkolesky, 248-515-9568
Michigan State Director

Bob Wagel, 269-782-6111
mwagel@beanstalk.net
Michigan Assistant State Director, Administration

Wendy Smith, 616-261-0690
wapsmith@umich.edu
Michigan Assistant State Director, Treasury

Bill Konkolesky, 248-515-9568
wjk@mimufon.org
Michigan MUFON acting Webmaster

Dave and Darlene Bleicher, 810-797-5551
librarian@mimufon.org
Michigan MUFON Librarians

David Twichell, 734-675-6335
news@mimufon.org

Michigan Newsletter Editor
and Public Relations Director

Dave Bleicher, (810) 797-5551
Umore@provide.net
SSD, Genessee & Lapeer

When possible, contact by e-mail is the best method to
reach most of the people on this list, but does not preclude
using the telephone numbers if desirable. If you call please
be patient as most of the people are not available during
the daytime hours. When you leave a message, please
speak clearly and leave you telephone number, city, state,
and brief message explaining your contact. We will return
your call at the earliest convenience.
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ATTENTION: If you would like to start receiving yo ur newsletter or
invitation via email, please email the editor at ne&es@mimufon.org

Suggestion Box.

Please help us improve our organization with your@mments and suggestions.

What is your interest in the UFO phenomenon?

What kind of events should MIMUFON sponsor?

Do you have any suggestions for future speakers stiate meetings?

Any other comments or suggestions?

Mail to: Michigan MUFON, PO Box 8532, Kentwood, M149518-8532

For the 2008 calendar year memberships (if you are ~ a member) or subscriberships, please
use the form below and send it, with a $25.00 check  or money order to:

Michigan MUFON, P.O. Box 8532, Kentwood, M|l 49518-8 532

MICHIGAN MUFON 2008 STATE DUES and
NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION FORM

NAME:

ADDRESS

CITY: STATE/PROVINCE:
ZIP CODE: PHONE: ( )

EMAIL and/or WEBSITE:

Important: Do you wish to receive your Newsletter via email? Yes[] No L

1 Amount Enclosed:
I Are you presently a member of MUFON, Inc. yes no (Please circle your response) !




