


FOREWORD

The "Flying Saucer Flap' of last November stole the '"show"
publicity-wise by a matter of hours of the launching of Muttnik, the
second Russian satellite,

Reports poured in of stalled autos and sightings of mysterious
objects from Levelland, Texas; Elmwood Park, Illinois; Casper, Wyoming;
New Mexico; Louisiana; etc,

Biggest of all stories was the Kearney incident, where a grain buyer
by the name of Reinhold Schmidt reported having boarded a mysterious
""'ship'' for thirty minutes and having talked to its occupants the afternoon of
November 5,

At first he was supported in his report by local officials., A little
later denounced, Then he landed in a mental institution, Many folks have
wondered what really happened in the first place, and what has happened to
Mr, Schmidt since then,

Here is R, O, Schmidt's own version of what happened to him that
eventful day of November 5 and thereafter,

Schmidt, of course, had no idea of what he was getting into when he
stumbled upon the ''balloon, '

"I didn't believe, I didn't disbelieve, " Smitty reports regarding his
earlier knowledge of ''saucers'" or spaceships, '"But they sure made a
believer out of me!" -

You will live with Smitty as he weaves in and out of his spaceship
adventures. Perhaps you will laugh and cry and wonder with him too,

And so, - for your information and reading pleasure -
THE KEARNEY INCIDENT -- UP TO NOW =~-

Anna E, Keppy, Editor, Lecture
Tour Assistant, and Member of the
Kearney Investigation Team
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SCHMIDT IS TAKEN BY SURPRISE

My name is Reinhold O. Schmidt, Iam a grain buyer from California, On
October 25, 1957, I was transferred from Arizona to Kearney, Nebraska, by my
employer, a firm of Brawley, California, At other times of the year I buy grain
for another company of Los Angeles, California, In leaving Arizona, I left a fore-
man in charge of my corn picking and shelling operations at Willcox, Arizona, 1
was using three Minneapolis-Moline picker shellers there which I had purchased on
contract,

The afternoon of November 5, a dark and misty day, I was inspecting some
fields of milo and corn that I had bought, and some that I planned to buy, I was
four miles south, and a mile east of Kearney, when I turned to the left on a river
road to inspect a large field of milo, After looking it over, at about 2:30 P.M,, 1
drove to an abandoned farm home to turn around, Just as I was about to turn into
the drive, I noticed a large bright flash about a quarter of a mile ahead of me, 1
figured somebody was blasting trees - although I heard no report - and instead of
turning around I decided to drive ahead and see what was going on,

I drove toward the river bank and when I was within approximately 100 feet
of it, my car stopped, I turned the switch off and on several times, and stepped on
the starter, but it was completely dead. I wondered if the rough road had jiggled
some of the wires loose, When I looked up I saw what appeared to me to be a large
half-inflated balloon, I got out of the car and walked toward it; coming around a
clump of willows and tall grass I got a better look at it and I realized it wasn't a
balloon, but a large silvery ship of some kind of metal that looked like polished
steel or aluminum,

When I was about 30 feet from the ship a pencil-like stream of light shot out
from the ship and hit me across my upper chest, I don't know whether I was scared
stiff or paralyzed by the ray of light, but anyway I couldn't walk or move my arms.
Then a door slid open in the ship and two men came out toward me, They asked if 1
was armed; I said, '"No, " but they frisked me anyway, However, they didn't take
anything from me, By this time I could move again. I asked them what they were
doing there, what kind of ship this was, and where they were from, They said they
couldn't tell me that at this time, I asked if I could come closer to see the ship,
They said, "Yes, " - for they couldn't leave for a few minutes anyway, and I was in-
vited to come aboard, Inside, the leader said I could look around, but not to touch
anything,

From the outside, this ship appeared to be a solid piece of metal without
portholes or windows, The only opening I could see was the doorway we entered,
In side, it was entirely different; the walls looked more like glass,and I judged them
to be a foot thick, but you could look right through them! You could look up and see
the sky, look down and see the weeds and brush - look out and see the trees and the
entire countryside!



There were four men and two ladies inside the ship, The men were dressed
in street clothes, approximately 5' 8" tall, weighing about 170 pounds; the two ladies
appeared to be about the same height, weighing about 120 - 130 pounds, and I guess-
ed their ages to be about 40, Their complexions were rather dark, about like a sun
tan, The ladies were brunettes and wore light colored blouses and dark skirts, and
medium heeled shoes,

The two ladies sat behind a large desk at one end of the ship all the while 1
was inside, On the center of their desk was a large instrument which looked like a
T-V set, Also at this end of the ship there were four columns of colored liquid -
red, green, blue and orange, These tubes were approximately 4-1/2 feet high and
6 inches in diameter, The liquid was slowly moving up and down like pistons in an
automobile, The girls seemed to be watching these tubes very closely.

The other three men worked on the instrument panel, This panel covered one
side of the large center room and seemed to be filled with clocks, dials, buttons and
switches, Inthe center of the panel was another large screen of some sort, It, too,
looked much like our T-V screen, but it was not operating while I was there, I saw
one of the men clip off some short wires, I looked over the panel for identification
of the instruments, I thought I might be able to see where they had been manufactur-
ed, There was no lettering of any kind either on the inside or the outside of the ship,
but I did see some regular and Roman numerals on the instrument panel,

Later, I estimated that this large room in the center of the ship must have
been about 50 feet long and 30 feet wide and about 14 feet high, At each end of the
ship were rooms approximately 25 feet long which I was not permitted to enter, But
when I looked down at the ship from the river bank and up at it when it took off, I
could see a large tube about 12 feet in diameter in each end of the ship, In each of
these tubes was a large 8 to 10 bladed fan, What these fans were used for, I don't
know; I didn't notice any breeze or dust caused by them on the take-off,

Another thing about the ship that fascinated me was the way the occupants
would glide instead of walk across the floor when they stepped back from the instru-
ment panels! Although it worked like an escalator I couldn't see anything move, and
when I tried it, it didn't work for me, I wondered if they had something special on
their shoes,

All of the occupants of the ship greeted me and bid me farewell, In leaving,
they said, "We will see you again,' (Little did I realize that they meant what they
said!) Other than that, the one man did all the talking, And by the way, this man
looked and talked just like a man that was watching T-V with me in the hotel lobby
the night before, On the ship he said, "Tell your people we know that they have seen
this ship before and they will see it again, "

He also asked me if I knew anything about the U, S, satellite program,. I said
I did not, Then he said, '"Yes, they're planning to send some up, but the first two
will never leave the ground and the third one will go up, but won't send back much
data, "



This prophecy has since proved itself,

They all spoke to me in the English language with what seemed to me to be a
German accent. Among themselves they talked high German which I could under-
stand as I graduated from a school where they spoke and taught German as well as
English, and I was able to speak, read and write German at that time, I can still
understand it and speak it fairly well,

After being inside the ship about 30 minutes, one man said to the other, "Wir
sind fertig, " Translated, this means, "We are finished,' So the leader told me,
"You will have to leave now.' I was glad to hear this, for I wondered if I would ever
get off that ship again,

When I stepped off the stairs onto the ground the motor started, It sounded
like a large electrical motor to me, and the more momentum it picked up, the
quieter it got. It ran for about 12 seconds and then the ship took off straight up into
the air, Approximately 12 feet off the ground the entire ship turned a pitch black;
when it was about 100 feet in the air it turned to a bluish green. Then it headed
southwest - there was a brilliant flash - and the ship disappeared before my very
eyes! I estimated the ceiling of the clouds that day to be only about 800 feet, but the
ship disappeared long before it hit the geiling~ I judged at about 150 feet from the
ground, It was reported to me later by a county official that it had stalled a tractor,
two cars and a large truck that were beneath its path,

While aboard the ship I was told not to start my car until they were out of
sight as it wouldn't start anyway., This was the first time I knew that the ship had
stopped my automobile, After the ship disappeared (about 3:15 P, M, ) I went back to
my car - now it started - I turned it around and started for Kearney.

Then the impact of the experience really hit me, and I was so shaken I had to
stop the car and pull myself together,

SCHMIDT WONDERS WHAT TO DO

I debated whether to report my experience or not, I was afraid if the report
of the ship got out, people wouldn't believe it and I might lose my job, ThenIre-
membered hearing over radio and T-V that the government wanted skywatchers and
that they were to report any unidentified objects in the skies, I realized then it was
really my duty as a citizen to report the ship, In fact, my own idea at the time was
that this was a Russian ship manned by German scientists. I decided to go to the
minister of my faith, and tell him about it and ask him what to do next,

He wasn't in, Then I drove over to the police station and asked them if they
had seen the sheriff. The sheriff was out of town on a vacation, they said, but the
deputy sheriff was at the courthouse, They called him and made an appointment for
me to meet him there, I went to the courthouse and told the deputy what had happen-
ed that afternoon.,



The deputy was the first person to hear of my experience, He said, "let's
drive out there, "' We got into his car and started out, On the way he said, '"This
is quite a coincidence, Did you hear the siren blow at noon today ?"

nYes, ' I said, "I was in my room at the hotel at the time and I thought it
was a fire, "

"No, ' he said, "Someone called and reported a strange object or ship in the
sky moving toward Kearney., "

When we got to the scene of the ship's landing we could see the imprint of
the four hydraulic rams on the dry bed of the Platte River, Also, toward one end
of the spot where the ship stood we found some oil on the sand and leaves. It was
dark green in color, fine in texture and sweet smelling, but where it really came
from, I do. not know,

I suggested to the deputy that we rope off this area and get some guards out
there, But he wanted to go back to town and get some of the other officials and see
what they said, We went back to Kearney and reported to the chief of police about
my experience and what we had seen, Then the chief wanted to go out there and he
asked the city attorney to go along, We also picked up a reporter from the local
newspaper, There were five of us then, on this second trip - and we drove out in
the police car with the siren going all the way.

Everybody saw the imprints and the oil in the sand and they all agreed that
there had been a large object of some kind setting there, The deputy and I stepped
off the distance between the imprints in the sand and we estimated the ship to be
100 feet long and 30 feet wide; and 1 estimated it was about 14 feet high,

I again asked if they didn't think it a good idea to rope off this area and call
someone in authority and report the ship., They said it wouldn't be necessary as
there were five witnesses here and they were convinced that a large ship had landed
here,

We gathered some of the greenish oil in a small mustard glass we found on
the river bank, The chief of police said he would have it tested, We drove back to
town and they left me off at the Fort Kearney Hotel where 1 was staying.

I felt I had done my citizen's duty in reporting the ship and now I was
through, I sat down in the lobby and was watching T-V when the local program was
cut off for a special news flash --

HSPACESHIPS LAND AT KEARNEY, NEBRASKA"

This was put on the air without my knowledge or permission. In fact, I had not
even called the object a spaceship as I did not know what it was.
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