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U .F .0. sighted in 
Clifton area by many 

A number of responsible people in 
the Clifton area reported scemg an 
unidentified flying object Wednesday . 
mght. December IU. 1980, 1s was 
announced by the ~astl!rn Arizona 
Courier. 

The object in the sky on Wednesday 
night--whatever it was--was seen by 
scores of area residents . Unlike other 
sightings. all of the descriptions 
coinc1ded. with the exception of a few 
small details . 

out of the mountain area aound 
Metcalf and crossed the canyon. At 
this time. we were with a group of 
people and it came toward us very low 
and slow. I clearly saw the bottom of 
it and there were yellow. jet-shaped 
lights," the viewer said. "There was a 
sort of white light shining backward 
underneath the body, lighting it up 
very clearly. Then in disappeared for 
a while . 

Again. about 8 p.m .. the strange 
A Clifton businesswoman stated. "I craft< for want of a better word l made 

was a non-believer until Wednesday 
night' The object that I saw was 
triangular in shape with several rows 
of lights. II appeared to be reddish in 
color. 

"It seemed to be above the Plant 
Site area ," she continued. ··and, after 
circling, heading off toward New 
Mexico. Before the lights went out of 
sight. however. it returned and cir
cled an area to the south of town. This 
happened several ti mes. It was very 
large, -very low and very quiet. The
only sound I heard was a soft , dull 
jetlike sound. but it definitely was not 
a jet." she concluded . 

This recent of the sighting tallied 
with that of four .people contacted by 
the Courier Friday . Most of those who 
saw the object were reluctant to have 
their names used, fearing ridicule. 
However, it was not only individuals 
who were witnesses to the " hap
pening·· but also groups of people who 
actually sttod on the sidewalk, or 
elsewhere. and watched the unknown 
object. 

Another reputable person stated. 
"On Wednesday night about 7 o'clock 
my sister and I were getting into our 
car. when she saw something m the 
sky. It was a low-flying something, 
with yellow lights and was shaped like 
a triangle. At that lime it was near the 
Phelps Dodge weather station. 

" It circled around the area ." she 
continued, "and then disappeared. 
Then about 7 : 20, it seemed to come 

another appearance. but at a more of 
a distance. The configuation of lights 
of the object had changed at this 
sighting. 

"It looked as big as the parking lot 
at the pit mine," said one observer 
who saw the object at various times 
that evening. "There was no noise and 
it just seemed to float through the air. 
The night was perfectly clear and 
there was no smelter smoke in the 
area 

Another man, a longtime resident of 
the community and now retured, told 
the Courier, " Both my wife and I saw 
whatever it was. We 're used to air
planes overhead day and night and 
this didn't even move like a plane. 
Also there was no sound. 

At this point. his description varied 
somewhat from the others. " We saw 
four lights on the object-two white 
and two red. and them seemed to be in 
tandem,like a chase, but there was no 
variance in the distance between 
them. Then, at one point. the direction 
changed to where the lights were 
moving 'sideways ' and whatever it 
'was seemed to be shaped like a kite . 
or diamond-shaped . 

"One thing I'm sure of." the . man 
continued . "whatever it was it was 
tremendously big and the way the 
lights were spaced solidly there's no 
possibility that they were all on 
seperate crafts . I don 't know what it 
was. but 1t was definitely a flying 
object of some sort ." the man con
cluded . 
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Witnesses observe 
UFOs over Payson 
Four unifentJTaed flying objects 

flew over Payson Tuesday morning, 
according to Gila County Sheriffs 
Deputy Loyce Hamlin. 

Hamlin said he and two other 
people observed tbe four round 
silver disks .. flying in diamond for
mation" for .. about two minutes" as 
they crossed the sky from the south 
to the northwest. 

Hamlin, who was once a crop 
duster pilot, said the objects .. moved 
too fast to be jet airplanes," and 
that there were no engine pods and 
definitely no win~ on the flying ob
jects. 

The sighting occured at 10:55 
a.m., as Hamlin was seated in his 
patrol car outside the Sheriffs Of. 
fice, talking to County Health In· 
spector Slim Anderson, who was 
standing beside the car. 

· Hamlin said he was looking up 
past Anderson when he first saw 
the objects come up over Oxbow 
Hill. 

.. 1 said to Slim, 'What in the 
world is that?' At first Slim couldn't 
see them, but then he managed to 
make them out too," Hamlin 
related. 

Hamlin said an unidentified 
woman, coming out of the license 
office, also observed the objects and 
agreed that they did not look like 
aircraft. 

Hamlin estimated that the ob
jects were flying at approximately 
15,000 feet. He said that they were 
.. eight or 10 times further apart" 
than jets flying in . formation, but 
that they kept perfect alignment as 
they executed three turns. 

"When they made a left tum, the 
sun would shine on them and they'd 
be clearly visible. When they turned 
right, they seemed to disappear," 
Hamlin said. 

When they were "at about a 45 
degree angle over the Sherifrs 
building" two of the objects drop
ped down below the others and 

disappeared over the horizon. The 
other two followed shortly 
thereafter. 

Anderson corroborated Hamlin's 
story by saying that by the time he 
was able to make out the objects, 
"there were two in front and two in 
back" and "they were really traveJl. 
ing." 

Anderson said they looked like 
"round disk s" and were 
.. aluminum-<:Oiored." 

What seemed really strange to 
Anderson was that "we couldn't 
hear any noise or anything" from 
the objects, such as a sonic boom. 

Hamlin immediately caUed in the 
sighting on the UFO hotline. 

Hamlin admitted that this is the 
fourth time that he has sighted 
UFO's, but "I never said anything 
about it before, because of what 
people might say." 

Once, he said, he saw an object 
flying above the courier plane that 
leaves Payson every morning. 

"I saw it come down and stay 
right abO\e the plane for a whit~,· 
and then it went up again," Hamhn 
said. 

And one night two or three years 
ago, Hamlin said, he was called out 
to a woman's house on Miller Road, 
where they observed .. four big 
lights" flying in the sky. 

Anderson also said he was afraid 
people might think .. we were 
strange for saying we saw them, but 
we did, and the woman coming out 

of the license office said she did 
too." 

If anyone else made the sighting 
Tuesday morning or has informa· 
tion concerning it, please contact 
Nick Berezenko at the "Payson 
Roundup/Rim Country News" 
474-5251. • 

The UFO hotline number is 
) ·800-323-6556. 

§Was it 'A Close Encounter' on 
~ DAILY COURIER~ Grants Pass, 

OR- Feb. 19, 1981 (!) 

~Christmas Eve in Powell? 
~ 

When Gary Morse looi ked out the window 
Christmas Eve, it wasn 't 

.. a sleigh and eight tiny 
~ nrindeer that appeared ~ 

his wondrous eyes . . . it 
~ was something the likes 
~ of which he 'd never seen 
1 before. 

~ Gary and his wife, 
.. Brenda. were in Powell 
~ from Billings, visiting 
~ Brenda 's grandparents, 
cf the Dailey Kasingers, .741 
.. M. Day Street. The couple 

(!!! was in the kitchen, fini
S shing up the evening's 
~ 4inner dishes . It was 
~ · between 8 p .m . and 9 p .m . 

Gary said something 

caught tus eye and 
caused him to look out the 
window and up into the 
sky. 

There, in the eastern 
sky was what looked like 
a cluster of eight to 10 
headlights, combined in a 
circular shape. The lights 
were shining downward 
in white light. Above the 
lights was what appeared 
to be a dome-shaped ob
ject. he said. 

Morse said he thought 
it was a blimp, as it "had 
a humming sound, like a 
blimp with a small engine 
in the back/' Morse ran 
out into the back yard and 

watched it move slowly 
over the house. He ran 
back inside and got his 
wife, who came out and 
watched it with him . . 

It kept a steady course, 
about300to400feetabove 
the ground, and it didn't 
travel fast, he said. The 
object never changed its 
course, but headed west
ward over the house, in a 
straight line. 

The lights were intense, 
he said, and although he 
could always see the 
lights, at times it seemed 
as though some hazy, 
transparent shape he 
couldn't identify came 

between the lights and his 
view. 

Morse said as soon as 
he saw the object he said, 
"It's gotta be· a UFO." He 
described himself a.s a 
"practical person" who 
usually "figures out a 
practical explanation" 
for things. He said he 
thought of all the vehicles 
that fly and he couldn't 
think of anything that 
could fly that low or 
slowly , he said . 

Morse said he reported 
the incident to a UFO 
expert in Billings, and 
watched · the news Oil 
television, but didn' t hear
of any other sighting. 

·-Anybody 
See Lights 

Jennie Welborn of 1127 NE 
Ninth St. wants to know if 
anyone else saw a strange 
light in the sky last night. 

She said her son Allen Jones 
of Central Point and his son 
Cliffie told her about the 
unusual phenomenon when 
they arrived at her home 
about 8 p.m. Wednesday. 

Mrs. Welborn said she went 
outside with her son and 
grandson, and all watched the 
two reddish lights in the. sky. 
She said the lights moved 
slowly, then stopped for a 
time, and then disappeared 
when the object appeared to 
be changing direction. 
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"Object was not oval, 

but triangle shaped" 

Several sightings in Mount Union 

UFOS REPORTS ROLL IN 
By C. Arnold McOure the ground, in the empty northern 

portion of the IOOF Cemetery. At this 
point it stopped. Smoke then came 
out of the back end and it went into 
the trees. It disappeared. 

orange; they had a glow. They 
were til line, then two went 
toward Hill Valley , and then 

·the other two went toward the 
By Joseph Barrett Jr. 
Mount Union Bureau 

Patricia Vietch. 41 E. Garber St., 
Mount Union , and her family have 
seen the strange object in the sky a 
number of times last year and this 
past week. 

Vietch said the UFO is shaped like 
a huge orange ball, to the naked eye. 
and it glows like a star. She first saw 
the object January 1, 1980 at 9 p.m., 
and saw it five more times that 
month. Then, on Christmas Eve, she 
spotted it again. 

"We kept a pair of binoculars on 
hand , and looked at it to see just what 
it really looked like," Vietch said. 
"The object is really not oval, but is 
triangular shaped. I could see rods 
connecting the triangular dots in the 
glowing orange UFO, and the dot at 
the top was more humped shaped 
than the two below. Then, at the 
lines. I could see sparks being 
ejected, like sparks flying from a 
kettle of burning steel. The sparks 
were dropping down from the lines, 
but did not hit anything." 

Vietch said the first time she saw it, 
it was stationery over Shirley Street, 
and it lowered an entire house length 
before it disappeared. The sparks 
stayed lit for a whole house length. 
Then, the sparks disappeared , and 
for about two or three minutes, each 
spark began to drop from the lines . 
The orange object did not move for 
about five minutes, then it began to 
move toward Newton Hamilton area, 
and she could not see it after that. 
The sparks disappeared , two at a 
time, but the ball stayed orange in 
color. 

Vietch notified her parents, who 
later saw it move over the Blue Ridge 
Mountain. Two weeks later, some 
neighbors reported that they too saw 
the UFO. One neighbor used the 
scope on his rifle, and also said it was 
triangular shaped and moved in a 
slow and steady direction. He des
cribed it as being bigger than a 
pick-up truck. He also said that it had 
three dot like figures with lines 
connecting the dots. 

People have reported that it stays 
in the sky about two house lengths 
above an ordinary built house and 
some have seen it for fifteen minutes 
and sume have seen if for as long as 
two hours. All have testified that it is 
round and orange in color. One 
person saw it this past summer and 
one person has reported seeing it in 
the daytime. 

Vietch reports that one relative 
from Germany Valley was picking 
alfalfa for her rabbit one night last 
October . and while doing this, saw a 
huge blue object as big as a house fly 
over her . It had jagged edges and 
went past her very quickly. 

She ran back to her truck 
and told her husband about 
the incident. He had not 
noticed the object and they 
went back home; however, 
she and her father have seen 
the orange UFO over the 
former Mount Union airport. 
It swooped over the terminal 
and stayed for a while over the 
airport. 

A strange thing happened 
when the couple arrived 
home. They placed the alfalfa 
in the rabbits' cages, but the 
rabbits did not eat the alfalfa. 
In fact, they would not even 
go near the alfalfa. 

One man, a bus driver from 
Germany Valley, went to 
warm up his bus one morning 
shortly after this happening. 
While doing this, he noticed a 
huge ball that had a fog like 
effect. The fog like object 
began to rise and as it did it 
glowed white in color. 

Vtetch also . said that on 
Christmas Eve the orange 
object was moving so fast over 
the Market Street area that by 
the time she got her binocu
lars the object, headed toward 
Hill Valley. was out of view. 
Others have seen it from 
Overbrook Acres and from 
Washington Street. 

"I can't see where this is a 
stunt pulled on us by children, 
because it's too complicated 
for someone to conjure up," 
Vietch said. "Also, I believe 
that it is some type of a 
foreign being from another 
universe, because I believe 
that God has made other 
beings, and not just we here 
on Earth." 

Vietch got a list of SO people 
who saw the orange UFO and 
talked to the state and local 
police about the object. At this 
time, they were busy inves
tigating the Helen Poppa 
murder. She discovered that 
the UFO Center in Wright 
Patterson Airforce Base, Can
ton, Ohio had disbanded, but 
finally reported having seen 
the object to the Pennsylvania 
UFO Research Commission, 
Irvin, Pa. They asked her 
where the nearest airport was 
and she told them it was at 
Martinsburg. She had to fill 
out report forms as to when 
she saw it. its motion, dura
tion and direction. The of
ficials at the commission told 
her that if she could get a snap 
shot of it, she must send the 
film to the commission who 
would have it developed. 

Two youths Charles "Skip" 
Shope and Tim Long, Mount 
Union saw the orange UFO 
Wednesday, December 31 at 
10:45 p.m. They saw it at the 
A&P Store, and said it began 
to move slowly across the sky 
until it stopped at Chestnut 
Ridge over the IOOF Ceme
tery . Then. the boys said it 
just disappeared . Both said it 
was a bright orange ball, and 
lasted for about 15 minutes. 
Shope saw it again Thursday, 
January 8. at 8 p.m. at Garber 
Street . only this time, it 
moved very quickly and dis-
appeared . 

Veitch reports another 
strange incident. She said she 
has an uncle, who has exper
ience in operating planes. One 
night last year. his son was 

Arc the recent reports of Unident
ified Flying Objects (UFO's) in Mount 
Union a result of unsubstantiated 
rumor. or is there a basis of fact 
behind the excitement that grips 
many residents of Mount Union's 
"town hill"? An investigation by the 
Valley Log staff indicates that a 
relatively large number of people 
have seen and are seeing some sort of 
phenomenon in the same part of 
town. on a regular basis. 

The descriptions of the object have 
vaned trom a "light that moves 
across the sky, slowly. then quickly; 
back and forth, then straight up or 
down" to a "metallic disc that has 
windows in it, lights on the exterior 
and interior." All people who have 
seen it agree on the fact that it makes 
no noise and originates in the same 
area between 8 p.m. and midnight, 
and is subject to disappear "into thin 
air." 

There is a detailed description on 
the object. but local newspapers have 
refrained from publishing the exact 
description in order not to prejudice 
future sightings. 

Several people interviewed by The 
Valley Log displayed nervousness 
and quickly denied seeing anything. 
Others told us that they had seen the 
object, but did not want their names 
used . 

It was also requested that newsmen 
not interview one lady in particular. 
'' She has been a nervous wreck ever 
since she first sa~ it," a neighbor 
told us. "I don't think she can handle 
talking about it." The lady in 
question is the person who first 
reported it to police. 

We talked to patrolman Bill Park, 
31. of the Mount . Union Police 
Department, who took the call the 
night the lady reported the most 
unbelievable sighting. Park reported 
the call that he received: "A woman 
called, but wouldn't give me her 
name. It was about midnight; she 
said that she had called the state 
police at 12:08. 

"According to the lady, it came 
from over by the A l- P and almost hit 
the houses on Green Street. It went 
toward the cemetery and lowered 
itself to one and one half feet above 

"I asked her if it crashed when it 
went into the trees," said Park. "but 
she repeated that it went INTO the 
trees." 

Park reported that at first he 
thought it was a crank call, so he kept 
her on the line asking a lot of 
questions, hoping to recognize the 
voice. 

"She told me that it was metallic, 
silver colored, and 'big as my 
kikhen'; bigger than a car ... It h.ad 
·windows and flashing yellow lights." 

She told Park that she had seen it 
before. "It came up over the bank 
behind the A & P," she told him. 
Another time she saw it go into the A 
& P parking lot at 9:30. 

Park told us, "I was on duty that 
night and the A&P closed at 9:00. 
At first I thought this was a prank, 
but this woman sounded totally 
serious, in fact, she sounded scared 
to death," he concluded. 

As reports from other citizens 
became known recently, additional 
persons have come forward to note 
that they had seen the phenomenon 
in the past two years, but had been 
reluctant to report it for dnager tha( 
people might "wonder about 
(them)." 

Herb Rosensteel of 25 W. Maxwell 
Street, an orderly at the J. C. Blair 
Memorial Hospital operating room, is 
one person who has seen it. "I saw it 
last year about this same time. My 
daughter. Brenda. 17, called my 
attention to it. She and the neighbor 
had seen it in the sky. We watched 
them for quite a while -- between 
11:30 and midnight." 

What did they look like and how 
were they, we asked? 

"I saw four discs," an
swered Rosensteel. "They 
were up pretty high. They 
looked like a frisbee, only 
about 20 to 30 times as large. 
They were higher than Chest
nut Ridge. I guess 5000 to 
8000feet." 

Rosensteel went on to des
cribe the discs: "We were 
looking toward Allenport, to
ward the A & P. They were 

river;. then. they ,came back 
and got in line again ." 

Did he hear of anyone else 
seeing it that night? 

"Yes," answered Rosen
steel. "I heard that a guy from 
Newton saw them that same 
night and some lady also saw 
them . A the time I didn't 
know if the government was 
experimenting with some
thing or not. " 

Rosensteel agreed with all 
of the others who have seen 
the object that there was no 
sound at all . 

Jeff Kauffman , his wife Sue 
and Joe Giacobello Jr. also 
are reported to have seen the 
strange lights. in the same 
general area. "My husband 
and Joey were lifting weights 
that night in a building in the 
alley behind Shavers Street," 
said Sue Kauffman. "We saw 
a bright gold light move 
toward the ridge (Chestnut 
Ridge) and then toward the 
cemetery. It got brighter, then 
dimmer . Then all of a sudden 
it dropped straight down and 
disappeared." She concluded 
her story with. "I don't have 
any explanation for what we 
saw, but we all saw it." 

Others reported that they 
had seen the lights. but didn't 
want their names mentioned. 
"We saw the lights, in fact, 
we've seen them several 
times," one person told us, 
"but I don't want people 
wondering about me. But we 
did see something ." 

Beulah Palmer, 70, lives on 
Vandevender Street, but 
hasn't seen anything . "Thank 
God I didn't see it." she 
laughed, "I'd be scared to 
death. I'm told that it came 
from over Chestnut Ridge, 
went right over our house and 
almost hit a house on Halley 
Street." 

Charles (Pee Wee) Klinger 
told us, "I heard one flew over 
my house that evening. I was 
home, but I didn't see it ." 

COURIER, Safford, AZ - Jan. 14, 1981 

'Nuff Sed 
By Sam 

driving along Cassville Moun- could not see if they collided 
tain with a friend and the boys or exploded, because a house
saw a white diamond shaped top was blocking her view. 
object on the road . The object Neighbors also witnessed the 
lifted from the road, as the objects in the sky. 

Delayed reaction is not uncommon 
in this business, whether it be in 
response to advertising or something 
else that appeared in print. 

One thing we always stressed when 
we were in the publishing business 
and sold advertising, was that with a 
newspaper you can read what the 
seller states and a week later can go 
back and re-read it. Advertising is 
like that ; sometimes it takes a while 
to work on the prospective buyer. 

It apparently was extremely large 
and the viewer even sent us a sketch 
of what he and his wife reportedly 
saw, along with permission to forward 
it on to proper authorities. This we 
did, sending the letter <after making a 
copy> and sketch on to the Aerial 
Phenomenon Research Organization 
in Tucson. 

boys approached it. The youth Shope and his stepfather, 
on the passenger side fainted, William Welsh, saw two white 
and when the boys arrived lights over the ridge Friday, 
home. her cousin told her January 9 at 10 p.m . The 
uncle what they saw. The lights disappeared, and the 
uncle also noticed that the orange ball appeared. The 
boys' pupils were dilated. orange UFO stayed at the 

Vietch's uncle went to the ridge for about five minutes. 
area to see if he could spot This past November, Patti 
anything and, when he arriv- Holesa. 40 W. Ridge St., saw 
ed. he saw a huge light in the a bright white light, shaped 
sky and three little lights like a helicopter. stop above 
scanning the ridge. He was the roof of her neighbors, 
convinced that they were not Vivian and Robert Hooper, 
airplanes, because, as he also of Ridge Street. She sald 
said, "nothing could fly like it came up over Chestnut 
that." Ridge and stopped over tbe 

Vietch al'so said that she has Hooper home. 
seen a white ball shaped "It was really strange,"'' 
object over Ridge Street. Holesa said. "I called one ·of 
When she got her binoculars, the neighbors. but th~:y 
she said it was actually green caught the tail end of the 
and blue in color. She said she incident. Also, I'm wondering 
also saw the orange ball, and why most of these UFO•s 
the two were moving toward appear around the Chestnut 
each other; however, she Ridge area." 

This delayed reaction also takes 
place in other areas . 

Just last week we received a letter 
from a rancher in the San Simon area 
who, after reading our story last 
December about a reported UFO 
si&blln& in Clifton, decided to tell us 
about a similar experience that occur
red in 1978. <See what we mean about 
delayed reaction?> 

According to the letter writer, he 
and his wife saw a craft of some type 
over their ranch, but never reported it 
to anyone. 

What this writer can 't understand 
is the seeming lack of curiosity on the 
part of people. If we saw something 
unexplained like that, it would bug us 
until we found out just what we were 
seeing. 

Most such things have a logical ex
planation, but there never seems to be 
an attempt to take a picture or 
substantiate it in other ways . The 
matter just seems to be forgotten and, 
to us , that doesn 't make sense. 

By no means are we entirely dis
counting what people say; our curiosi
ty doesn 't allow that. But, we'd give 
our eye teeth for something concrete 
to latch onto! 

We want to hear about these things 
and perhaps someday there will be an 
explanation, so please keep us inform
ed. 

2 
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Woman Says Flying Saucer 
Hovered Over W-G Plant 

By GEORGE B. GRIFFIN 

Florence L. Dion of 6 Gold St. is hav
mg trouble finding anyone who will lis
ten to her. 

She called the pollee. who, she said, 
told her to call the airport. She called 
the airport . but was told that there was 
no radar at the airport. Airport person
nel suggested that she call the newspa
per. she said. 

Mrs. Dion told The Evening Gazette 
that at exactly 7:19 a.m. Tuesday, she 
saw a flying saucer hovering beneath a 
cloud bank over the Wyman-Gordon Co. 
plant, 105 Madison St. 

Mrs. Dion said she was alerted to the 
presence of the flying saucer by her 
dogs. who suddenly started howling and 
scratching at the door. She said that one 
of the dogs howls whenever it hears high 
pitched sounds. She said she saw the fly
ing saucer when she stepped onto her 
porch to see what was causing the dis
turbance. 

She said she watched the flying 
saucer for about three minutes before it 
flew off to the northwest and out of 
sight. 

Lights Flickered 

''It was circular and had some kind of 
hood on top," she said. "On the outside 
rim, there were the most brilliant sil
ver-white lights flickering on and off." 

She said she could not estimate either 
the size or the color of the flying saucer 
because it was too high. 

"It took off while I was standing on 
the porch and it went off to the north
west," she said. " It just seemed to 
streak across the sky lik.e a bolt of light
ning. There was a crane working down 
there and the crane was going beep
beep-beep. But this thing had a sound of 
its own, sort of a wee-oh, wee-oh, wee
on. wee-oh." 

Mrs. Dion said Tuesday's flying 
saucer was not the first she had seen. 
She said she once saw a flying saucer 
hovenng over the Mechanics Tower 
building. She said she saw three flying 
saucers hovering over Holy Cross Col
lege. She also has seen f .ying saucers in 
Winchendon. she said. 

"I was told several years ago when I 
was in Holden that they had static on 
the radar," she said. "But they could get 
nothing else on the radar, no blips . ... I 
think it's about time somebody ex
plained why radar cannot locate those 
flying objects." 

Donald Cherry, chief flight controller 
at Worcester Airport, said the airport 
control tower does not have radar. 

"I'm not certain what she saw or re
ported to see," he said. 

Cherry said there had been no reports 
to the airport about unidentified flying 
objects in connection with Mrs. Dion's 
sighting. 

A U.S. Weather Service meteorologist 
at the airport said weather service ra
dar did not record any objects during 
the time Mrs. Dion was observing the 
object over the Wyman-Gordon Co. 
plant. 

"There is a UFO reporting center that 
is manned 24 hours a day ... he said. "The 
number is 1-206-722-3000. If we can get 
these people to call when the sightings 
are fresh , then maybe they will be able 
to verify the sightings." (This is the 
number for the National UFO Reporting 
Center in Seattle, Wash. Robert Gribble, 
staff member, said the organization ac
cepted information of sightings and 
may even arrange for investigations if 
the evidence warrants.) 

The meteorologist suggested that per
sons who see strange flying objects re
port the sightings to the state police. 

A Wyman-Gordon Co. spokesman said 
no one at the plant reported sighting the 
object. She suggested that the object 
could have been a reflection of some 
sort . 

Mrs. Dion. however, is convinced that 
she saw something out of the ordinary. 

Mrs. Dion's sighting is only the latest 
in a string of sightings of flying saucers 
and other unidentified flying objects in 
Worcester County in recent years. 

Last February, several persons re
ported seeing UFOs flying over Leomin
ster, Fitchburg and Lunenburg. Police 
officials speculated that the people who 
reported the UFOs were actually wit
nessing military flight operations at 
nearby Fort Devens. 

A Fort Devens public information of
ficer, however, said that on the night of 
the sightings, there were no military op
erations or non-military flights at Fort 
Devens. The Fort Devens airport was 
closed that night, he said. 

Strange Machine 

On Jan. 5, 1979, a woman who called 
the state police in Sturbridge said she 
saw a strange machine hovering above 
the woods near Interchange 9 on the 
Massachusetts Turnpike. 

Strange flying objects also have been 
reported in Thompson. Conn., Marlboro, 
Webster and Gardner. 

Local police will accept and check 
into reports of unidentified flying ob
jects. But reports also may be made to 
several national organizations which 
have been formed to collect information 
about unidentified flying objects. 

Some of those organizations are: Cen
ter for UFO Studies, 924 Chicago Ave., 
Evanston, Ill. 

This organzation was founded by as
tronomer J . Allen Hynek, a former con
sultant to the Air Force who quit that 
assocation when he came to believe that 
UFO sightings were not being consid
ered objectively. 

The National Investigations Commit
tee on Aerial Phenomena, 3535 Univer
sity Blvd. West, Suite 23, Kensmgton, 
Md., founded in 1956, is the oldest na
tionally significant group in the United 
States that investigates UFOs. 

The Mutual UFO Network, 103 Old 
Towne Road, Seguin, Texas, publishes a 
regular bulletin on current sightings 
and has complied a training manual for 
UFO investigators. 

RANGE NEWS, Willcox, AZ- Jan. 1, 1981 

Plane ... 2 ... or what? 
It was Fr iday. Dec . 19. 

when we saw these lights 
slowly moving east to west 
across the sky . We had 
gone over to my mother-in
laws on Stewart St. my 
husband got out and we 
stayed in the van. 

It was my daughter who 
first spotted the lights, 
calling it an airplane. I 
looked up to see it. I wat
ched it for a few seconds 
and heard no sounds, so I 
opened the window to 
check it out, it still had no 
sound, but it was slowly 
moving across the sky. it 
had as far as we could see 
some lights (white > in the 

back in a row and a couple 
or so (red l lights in tht> 
front . Airplanes usuall~ 
have red and white lights 
blinking on and off but as 
far as we could see these 
did not blink . I got out ol 
the van to get a better look , 
but by then it was slowly 
disappearing. We told my 
husband about it, he said it 
was probably two airplanes 
fueling . So we dropped the 
idea about it being 
something other than 
planes until I read the story 
of the UFO in Clifton. 

It was my daughter and 
son and I who saw these 
lights. Lucy Catano 

RIM COUNTRY NEWS, Payson, AZ - Jan. 16, 1981 

Reside nts 
sight three 
more UFOs 

There have been three more 
UFO sightings by Payson area 
residents since Gila County Sheriffs 
Deputy Loyce Hamlin reported see
ing "four shiny disks" over Payson 
on Jan. 6. 

Two of the new sightings occur
red on the evening and night of the 
same day as Hamlin's observation. 
although the phenomena described 
seemed to be of a different nature. 

The most recent sighting, 
reported on Wednesday. Jan. 14, 
had features reminiscent of 
Hamlin's observation . 

Around 8 to 8:30 p.m. Jan . 6, 
painting contractor Bud Farmer 
was sitting out on the porch of his 
home in Diamond Shadows east of 
Star Valley, when he noticed .. a 
fireball, four times as big as the big
gest falling star. and with no soarks 
and no tail" appear in the night sky 
northeast of the Diamond Point 
lookout. 

Fanner said that he watched it 
for two or three seconds--during 
which time it appeared to be mov
ing away from him, heading east-
and then it .. completely went out." 

Farmer continued sitting on the 
porch for teri to 15 minutes, and 
had .. practically forgot about it," 
when the light reappeared 
somewhat to the right of where he 
had seen it earlier. 

.. It looked erratic--going slow and 
fast--like it was on a zigzag course," 
said Fanner. 

The object made three or four 
small zigzags, then suddenly made a 
sharp right turn, going south, and 
its speed "increased tremendously" 
as it went horizontally to the 
ground. 

This lasted a couple of seconds, 
and then it went out again. 

What convinced Fanner that it 
was not a jetliner was that final 
horizontal burst and the fact that 
.. there was no noise at all." 

Later, at 2:30 a.m. Wednesday 
morning, Diana lies, a student at 
Payson Junior Hillh. was rid in& as a. 
passenger in a diesel on its way to 
Phoenix, when .. somewhere in the 
vicinity of the Verde River Bridge 
on Highway 87" she saw .. lights and 
stuff' appearing in different places 
of the sky. 

lies related that there were more 
than two or three lights, whose ex
act coloration she could not deter
mine, and that they appeared two 
or three times, for a total observa
tion period of about five minutes. 

lies said, .. They were going pretty 
fast, up towards Payson." 

Last Wednesday, at around 8 
a .m ., Tommie Woolwine, a 
secretary at Phil White Chevrolet, 
and her two sons a"d nephew were 
on their way to town on Highway 
87 from Oxbow Estates when 
.. coming from west to east" she saw 
.. two objects flying one on top of 
the other." 

The total observation lasted 
.. about 30 to 40 seconds" and the 
objects .. gave an impression that 
they were moving slowly, but must 
have been moving very fast, 
because we didn't see them for very 
loft a." 

EVEHIOO SENTINEL, Ansonia, CT - Jan. 12, 1981 

3 youngsters sight 

'UFO' in Seytnour 
SEYMOUR Three 

Seymour youngsters arP. 
certain they spotted an 
unidentified flying object 
hovering in tile skv over 
Great Hill while they were 
sliding Friday . 

Eric Anderson. 13. of 1911 
Mountain Road . and his two 
companions. John Cronin. 
13. and Jeffrey Cronin . 9. of 
197 Mountain Hoad. said they 
were frightened for a few 
moments after they spotted 
a strange object in the sky . 

Eric said the trio had been 
sliding in his backyard late 
Friday fternoon when they 
noticed what seemed like a 
" flying saucer" in the sky tO 
the southwest. They said 
they could hear a "low 
roaring sound" coming from 
the obJect. 

Eric said he and his 
friends watched the "flying 
saucer" maneuver in the sky 
for about half an hour . 

" II kept disappearing and 

then re-appearin~ . ~r i c 

said . " I got a pair of 
binoculars and we were able 
to get a better look at it. 

"It was round and dark
colored. It had a long tail." 
Eric said. 

"At first we thought it 
might be an enemy missile . 
We were kind of scared. But 
we watched it and nothing 
happened .' ' 

Eric said both his parents 
and the Cronin boys' parents 
were somewhat skeptical. 
But they bovs are sure they 
saw ."a reai flying saucer." 
Th~re have been periodic 

re~rts about sightings of 
umdentified nr.· ng oojects 
over Great Hil . 

The Seymour police said 
'they had not received any 
-reports about unidentified 
flying objects . 

Er1c and John are eighth
grade students at Seymour 
Middle school. J effre v at
tends fourth grade· at 
Bungay School. 

MI!:SSENJER & INQUIRKR, Owensboro, KY - Jan. 29, 1981 

Expert to study UFO reports 
Messe nger-Inquirer 

The national Center for UFO Studies 
has assigned a field investigator to look 
into multiple reports of unidentified fly
ing objects over Ohio County Dec. 28. 

Alan Hendry, a chief investigator for 
the Evanston, 111.-based group, said this 
week that he has passed on information 
given him by Ohio County officials to a 
volunteer investigator in Kentucky. 

The investigator's report- should be 
available in a few weeks, he said. 

A number of Ohio County residents, 

including sheriff's deputies and state 
and local police officers reported seeing 
brightly colored, strangely moving ob
jects in several areas of the county on 
the last Sunday night in December. 

Hendry said the UFO Center receives 
thousands of reports of sightings each 
year but investigates only those consid
ered to be the most significant The 
spokesman said the study group is in
terested because of the credibility of 
the law enforcement personnel who 
gave reports. 

3 



UNION CO. REVI&l rm;oRDER, LaGrande, OR 
Jan. 21, 1981 CR: P. Guttilla 

Golden spots 
possible UFO 

Friday night Jan. 9 was an ex· 
~oi'diMry . nlsht far Central 
Moot ~ipal Hank Qoldal. 
DrivinS ba. lrom t.M iheatn 
near N A venue and Walnut 
Street near Peal Canyon, 
Golden and his daughter saw a 
.. ligan tic bright light." 

" I thought it was an aircraft 
that had come over the hill on an 
erroneous landing path," 
Golden said. "(But) as I wat· 
ched it, it didn't move." 

However, Golden added, the 
object was moving up and down 
and back and forth. "It was so 
bright it was hurting my eyes, " 
he said. "The light flashed on 
and off six or seven times. 

If the object was flying, it 
may be what is commonly 
known as un unidentified flying 
object, Golden said. The next 
morning Jan. 10, Golden repor· 
ted, there was a clearing spot, a 
meadow, where the possible 
UFO had been. 

Golden, who reported another 
possible UFO sighting when · he 
lived in Illinois, said the object 
wu ••too large and too bright 

for an aircraft." 
He said ,Jan. 9 another car in 

favnt of . Golden' e Yehicle ai8Q 
slowed to have a look. 

Golden isn't alone is his ex· 
traordinary aighting. 

A southwest La Grande 
reaident who requested 
anonymity said she recently 
spotted, "a big light moving 
from Baker toward La Grande. I 
don't ~ow. It was just a big 
light in the sky. It didn't look 
like a star, It wasn't blinking 
like an airplane." 

She said she looked at the 
light two minutes, trying to 
decide whether it was moving. 
"I finally decided it W4lS moving 
a little bit," she said. 

However she downplayed her 
sighting: ''I saw something that 
aroused my curiosity, but that's 
the extent of it." 

Another Central School em· 
ployee, Kathi Carr, a cafeteria 
worker, has also reported a 
possible UFO sighting. But this 
h~ppened in 1976 as she was 
diiving from Pendleton up Cab
bage Hill. 

THE FRKE PRESS, Quakertown, 
PA - Jan. 18, 1981 

Man says 
he saw 
UFO at 309 

bypass 
WEST ROCKHILL TOWNSHIP -

A West Rockhill man . while smok
ing a cigarette outside his home late 
Sunday evening, claims to have 
spotted a UFO . 

Police in West Rockhill. Hdlto"'n 
and Quaketown said they had riot 
received any reports of the sighti~ 

The man , who wished to remain 
unident ified. alledged that at about 
II : 15 Sunda y night he was standing 
outside his home when he saw an 
oval shaped object in the sky hov,er
ing over the 309 bypass lie 
described it as being about 35 feet in 
diameter . blue-green in l'olor ilnd 
flying at about 25 feel above ground 
The object then moved toward the 
spot where he was standing . coming 
down near the tops of the trees 

As it came closer , he observt'<l a 
circle of coJqred lights on the <'l'nt('r 
bottom about five feet in diamett·r 
On either side of the cirle was what 
he thought looked like a trilp door 

Aftt>r about 20 minutes it lll·w 
away . (ssl 

BROAD TOP BULIETIN, Saxton, PA 
Jan. 21, 1981 

AS I 
SEE IT 

Residents of Mount Union in recent weeks have sighted 
some very strange unidentified flying objects in recent 
weeks-- called UFO's by some. A very extensive report of the 
sightings was carried in the January 14 issue of The Valley 
Loa at Orbisonia, Pa. 

Some people of that area have seen the UFO's as often as 
five times . The glowing object, which flies rapidly and is 
described as triangle shaped, makes no noise but moves 
quickly back and forth and up and down. Those seeing it have 
become quite excited and even the Mt. Union police no longer 
believe it is a prank. 

There are rumors that the same phenomenon has been seen 
in the Broad Top area in recent weeks. We cannot conform or 
deny these reports but the Bulletin would like to hear from 
any area residents who believe they witnessed these lights in 
the night sky. 

Some years ago I heard a tale about a strange flying object 
that followed a car that was traveling between Robertsdale 
and Broad Top City; also a similar tale of one landing in a field 
where residents found the grass burned the next morning. 
Most of us pass these stories off as products of an active 
imagination. 

But are they? You always wonder about their validity . 
When a great many people see the same thing, as they did in 
Mt . Union , then it is worth looking into. 

PRESS, Dickinson, ND- Feb. 7, 1981 

UFO sighting reported DEL NORTE TRIPLICATE, Crescent City, CA 
Feb. 11 , 1981 

B1 .\1.\f{(;O .-\Sh 1:\ 
P.-,.,~ . h~otiale Editor 

Tht' Uitkinson Press staff 
was an apparent "ear
witncs~ " to an area sighting 
uf <~n umdcnt1fied flying 
obJt'l' t early Friday af
tl'f'nuon . 

eight miles northwest of the 
city . "It carne down so 
slowly, we didn't even see it 

-at first. We were just -sitting 
down to dinner, and there it 
was:" the man said. 

A deep humming noise 
blotted out the conversation 
momentarily. "It just 
crossed our power lines . I 
can't hear you. Can you hear 
me?" the caller asked. 

"I've never seen anything 
like it before. I don 't know . . 
. I never believed in UFO's or 
anything like that, but I just 
don't know," he said. 

" We have a pasture by the 
house, here. All of the cattle 
a re gone . They all ran away, 

flashes in sky 
are reported 
by two residents 

ministration at Jack McNam
ara Field said they had re
ceived two calls , very proba 
blythe same ones received by 
the sheriff 's department . bu t 

Mystery still surrounds the that none of their staff had seen 
reporting of two flashe..sJ.n. the the flashes, nor had they been 
~ observed by Smith River called untrl at least an hour 
and Crescent City residents. after they were reported to 

A telephone caller told the 
l'r"') a large si l\'l'r objed, 
about 3U to J5 feet long , was 
ho1·er ing near his farm home 

At that point in the con
versation, his voice rose and 
the words came more 
rapidly . "It 's moving . . . It's 
coming closer . .. It 's coming 
right at the house," he said . 

As he gave orders to a 
family member about how to 
operate a camera, the man 
continued to describe the 
object as being "long and 
roundish and very shiny" . 

I guess," he said . · 
Asked if he would report 

t he sighting to the 
authoriti es , the man said 
"No, I don't think so. I don't 
want anyone to think I'm 
crazy or something .. . Now I 
can't see it any more . It 
really moved out." The man 
indicated the . object was 
t r aveling away from 
Dickinson ,. 

The sheriff 's department have occurred. . . . 
said they received a call from a The FAA satd 1ts factllty hao 
Smith River resident at 6:30 no reports of anythmg unusua l 
a .m ., Monday report ing spot- that mtght have caused the re 
ting the object going over a fog ports . and they were unable to 

ENQUIRER & NEWS, Battle Creek, MI - Feb. 15, 1981 

Albion's flying obiect 
cannot be identified, 
UFO analysts report 

ALlliO N - The Cent e r for UFO 
Studies has issued a statement that an 
unidentified flying ohject reported last 
October by four witnesses frum Albion 
remains unidentifiable after a n investi
gation by its analysts . 

The report was made by Donald :111d 
Star Shive of 75 Htgh St., who , with thetr 
children- ({cnay , !l , and Scott. -t 
were returning home on tht• eveni ng of 
Oct. 19, 1980, a!ler vtsiting Mrs . Shive 's 
mother near Albiun . 

The object was seen as the family 
rode in a van down a country road off H 
Drive South near Albion. 

As the van approached. a stop s ign. 
the object - described a s diamond· 
shaped with t\\'O steady white lights at 
the sides and a red and blue light form 
ing the front and back- approached the 
car from the air . 

The CUFOS report, published in the 
November/ December issue of ' ' Front 
iers of Science," said Shive , a n Air 
Force veteran. guessed the altiturte of 
the object as 2UO to 500 feet. Darkness 
prevented the Shives from seeing the 
outline of the entire object . 

CUFOS said a check was made with 
Kellogg Regional Airport at Battle 
Creek for the height of clouds over the 
area . which was placed at 2,300 feet. 
The family said the objec t was seen 
against a background of clouds . 

As the oLject flew overht•ad, the van 
stalled 20 ftd short of th<' stop sign . 

Sh ive tol d CU FOS that the van uevN 
had sta lled bdore . 

Sta lh:d motors frequently are report 
ed during UI<'O sightings, and often are 
atlrtbuted to an electromagnetic field 
fro.n the UFO. 

The CUf•' OS report classifies the 
pliys tcal etfcct m the Shive case as elec· 
t ro magnetic interference. 

Allan Hendry, chief investigator for 
the Evanston, IlL-based organization, 
said the report has been classifed as a 
close eneounter of the second kind , UFO 
terminology for a case involving a phys 
ical effect on the environment. 

" Ironically," the report continues, 
' 'UFO reports were big news in Michi
gan the following day, but they were all 
based on a Detroit advertising plane, 
not this more interesting event." 

:\lrs. Shive said at the lime that her 
husband had seen UFOs in the same 
gen e ral area a few times before , but 
that " I never really believed in UFOs, 
though , until last night. Now I'm a be
liever .·· 

.-\rea police agencies said at the time 
tha t they had received no other reports 
of UI<'Os in that area. 

CUFOS, founded by former U.S. Air 
Force Ufo, O consultant J . Allan Hynek, 
maintams a permanent staff of quali
fied analysts , a UFO "hot line'' with 
law-enforcement agencies nationwide, 
and a computerized catalogue of UFO 
report s . 

He said he and his family 
weren ' t a fra id, just excited. 

. bank and disappearing. shed any light on the stghtmgs 
: Another call received at 8:09- .. Also , the Coas~.Guard Cutter 
!a .m . reported a citizen had Cape Carter. wh1ch wa s 
·earlier witnessed a fiery ball berthed at CitiZens Dock . re
over the ocean. According to ported none of 1ts off1cers or 
this informant, the object " just crew had recetved reports of 
went up and blew up. " any flares or other unusual fir -

The Federal Aviat ion Ad- mgs . 

EAST SAN JOSE SUN, San Jose, CA - Feb. 25, 1981 

Airport UFO claim 
linked to quakes 

By Ro~ HoC tbe time ol tbe airport sighting. 
He said anyone ca get a similar effect, ca!led 

The rec~ut , igtrtings ot UFOs at San J~ Alrpc!tt and ttiboluminescence. simply by _fuhb~ ·together twc 
Illteutate 80 may have had something iD do with a pieces ,of quartz. in the dark- - . 
mysteriolC> eilrthquake-related phenomenon, accord In' . . ~~·n fJ4wi". be" !aid; ana·whal: theY're proaucing 
to County Geologist Jim ~rkland. 1 IS electricity. In fad, they also gfv_e olf tbe smell of 

on Jan. 9 stran~::e red light! still unidentified were . ozone, cauSed'bf the ~ed'atr: . . . .. 
spcltted by two pilots and the air . traffic control tower And quartz is the most commoo o:ili'eral lii the world, 
abo-ve San Jose Airport' They did not appear 011 any be. added. . . .. . . . 
radn screen. · Berkland 1a wen known b' bls seismic window 

About thrt'e weeks ago a Burlingame man said he- tbeory, that states quakes occur mOst often ln the week 
~w glistening lights movi11g in lbe skies above IJr after tbe full moon, or when the sua« moon aad eartb 
terstate 8G near Vacaville. -- --- areUneduporareclosesttneachcthet-fnspace. · 

A SCIOJleDt on a recent ~M television ·show exp1a ined In making his predictions be also tabs IntO accoont 
that many UFO sighting_, could be caused by earth- report.. of lost cats, much as the Chinese do. It's possible, 
quake3. The theory is that the quakes cause large chunb be said, that animals .see the balls of electricity, causing 
of rock: especially quartz rock. to rub together and them to hide or run away. . · . 
produce electricity that may manifest Itself as balls o"f Berkland also pointed to historical ev1dence th.a t 
ligbL _ • UFOs could be caused by quake3. On Jtme 29, 19-47, he 

That's quite po:ssible, Berkland confirmed, though be said, nwner"'U.! UFOs were reported In the same ~riod 
admitted the 2G-M segmerat was tbe first time be had several earthquake_, occurred. 4 
beard the theory. He added no q u:W:s were f'ei)OCUd at 



NEWS, Nashville, AR - Feb . 6, 1981 CR: B. Leet 

Low aircraft alarms many, 
no evidence of crash is found 

A low-Ciying aircraft 
alarmed Howard County 
area residents early 
Tuesday night, but aviation 
authorities have told the 
Nrws that there have been 
no reports of a crash. 

Calls began coming in the 
the police radio dispatcher's 
offiCE' in Nashville at 6:50 
p.m .. and ended at 8:14 with 
a report of a possible downed 
aircraft near Ben Lomond in 
Sevier ColD1ty. 

Officers from Little River 
and Sevier Counties in
vestigated the area rut found 
nothing. 

Nashville City Officer 
Fred Ware was visiting at 

his father 's home at Dierks, 
and saw the aircraft Cly over. 
He said that it was flying 
extremely low, and that it 
was a large, multi-engine 
aircraft. 

The first report to officers 
here came from Dierks 
Mayor Johnny McKnight 
who said that a woman had 
called him about a lighted, 
'strange-looking' aircraft 
which might be down. 

Five minutes later, 
Howard County Deputy Walt 
Allison reported a low-flying 
aircraft at his Umpire home. 

At 7:00, a 15-year-old 
caller from the Chapel Hill 
community reported an 

'Unidentified Flying Object' 
The youth said that the craft 
had flown · over ap
proximately 15 minutes 
earlier. Six minutes later, 
Deputy Allison reported that 
the object was headed 
northeast of his residence, 
according to the police 
dispatcher's log. 

At 7:15, Dierks Marshall 
David Shelton rep.>rted that 
he had received several calls 
about the aircraft. 

At 7:25, the Pike County 
radio dispatcher told the 
dispatcher here that a 
Langley resident had 
reported a low-flying air
craft . 

UFO follows 
two Cupertino 
pilots, vanishes SUN, Santa Clara, CA 

Feb. 18, 1981 

By Carolyn Kennedy 

Two young pilots from Cupertino, Charles 
Shackleford, 20, and Gary Rounds, 21, had an en
counter with a mysterious red light last week that 
has left them with the feeling that we are not alone. 

Monday night, Feb. 9, at 10:40 the two men, both 
licensed pilots, were practicing "touch and go" 
landings at the San Jose Airport. 

As they were "climbing out" at about 600 feet, 
they spotted what they first thought was another 
aircraft in front of them. Rounds, who was piloting, 
turned their rented Cessna 150 to avoid whatever it 
was. Shackleford radioed the control tower. 

Air controllers radioed back there was no known 
aircraft in the vicinity. Nothine showed up on their 
radar. 

However, what the two pilots and the two air 
controllers, Randy Blount and Rich Gutterud, die.' 
see was a large, red, pulsating light about 10 feet in 
diameter. 

"At first we thought it was an airplane," said 
Shackleford. "But when we got closer we could see 
it wasn't a plane because it just had that one red 
light and no body to it." 

''Then we thought it was a helicopter because of 
the way it moved - hovering and making sharp 
turns," mused Shackleford. "But I never saw any 
chopper with a light like that." 

"The tower suggested it might be a hang-glider 
or a hot air balloon, but we ruled those out because 
of the way it wa~ maneuvering," Rounds recalled. 

After the mitial sighting, the two pilots could not 
see the light again, but Blount and Gutterud could. 
And so for the next five to 10 minutes the air C'ontrol
lers advised the pilots about the light's position to 
avoid a possible collision. 

"Supposedly the light hovered for a short time," 
Rounds said, "and then the tower reported it went 
off to the west and fell rapidly out of the sky." · 

They said they weren't frightened and there was 
enough room to maneuver around the UFO. 
Shackleford estimated the light was a half-mile to a 
mile away and 800 feet above them, although he said 
it was hard to judge distances under the circwn
stances. 

Ron Scholer, thE! airport's public information of
ficer , said the controllers judged the object to have 
been 3,000 to 4,000 feet abo\'e the plane and a couple 
of miles away. 

He blamed the differenCE' of opinion over the dis
tances on dLc;tortion caused by the plane's wrap
around Plexiglas windshield. 

Rounds said the two of them even joked at the 
time that it might be a UF'O. And neither of them 
reported it except to answer quE!Stions from the 
tower personnel for a report 

Apparently it was tower pcisonnel who reported 
the event to the newspapers, speculated Hounds. 
And the next thing the Cupertinans knew they were 
receiving calls from radio stations from as far away 
as Hollywood and Yuba City asking for their story. 

··ane local station even called at 2:30 in the 
morning and woke me up," Rounds said. 

"If I could only rt>.ach through the phone," he 
sighed with a grin. 

In addition to the 10 or 11 radio stations, three 
newspapers have contacted them and Channel 5 in
vited them to appear on Eyewitness News. Both 
declined because, as college students, they had too 
much homework to do that evening. 

··originally we didn't even want to report it," 
Rounds said. " We were afraid people would think 
we were nuts." 

" Yeah. we were afraid the FAA would come and 
take our licenses away," agreed Shackleford, 
laughing nervously. 

A scientist from NASA, whose hobby is investi
gating possible UFO sightings, has asked tJ meet 
with the two pilots and the air controllers to find out 
what thev saw. 

Shackieford describes himself as " indifferent" 
as to whether UFOs exist and Rounds says he 
believes most people who claim to see UFOs are 
publicity seekers. 

However, Rounds added, " It's possible there's 
something out there, and if there was a logical ex
planation, I'd be able to accept it." 

He said he's looking forward to comparing what 
they saw to what others have reported in the past. 
He also said many people have told him what he 
described looks like the UFO in the movie, "Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind." 

··1 don 't know, though, because I haven't seen the 
movie," he said. 

And neither had Shackleford. 
· Of the incident, Scholer said, "There's no ques

tion that there was a light. But then the South Bay is 
full of lights. We can't determine how it was sus
pended, but it could have been a hang-glider or a hot 
air balloon.' ' 

The same type of unexplained red light has 
appeared between the hours of 10 and 11 p.m. 
se\·~ral tunes during the past four weeks, according 
to .Scholer. 

··No official mvestigation is planned but of 
course we're all intere~ted in it. It'!> a curious 
phenomenon. Our onl¥ conurn is that if it's a 
prankster, it does not present a hazard at the air
port," Scholer said. 

Both men say they love flying and plan careers 
in aviation. And this adventure won't change thal 

Shackleford, who has had his license for two 
years, said he has wanted to fly ever since he was in 
third grade. A junior at San Jose State University, 
he is studying aeronautics and plans to become a 
commercial pilot. 

Rounds received his license a year ago, crediting 
his friend's enthusiasm for flying for his own in
terest. He is also studying aeronautics at De Anza 
College and plans to work in aircraft engineering. 

Both agreed they won't go back and look for the 
mysterious red light. 

"But if it decides to see us again, that's fine," 
Shackleford said. 

Ifthey had to do it over again? "We'd go after it, 
next time," Rounds predicted. 

At 8:14, the Little River 
County dispatcher notified 
the dispatcher here that a 
possible downed aircraft had 
been reported at Ben 
Lomond. 

Federal Aviation 
Administration officials at 
Texarkana and Ft. Worth, 
Texas, told the News that 
they knew nothing about the 
aircraft and had no reports 
of a crash. 

The Team Supervisor of 
the tower at the Hot Springs 
mwricipal airport said he 
knew nothing about the 
aircraft since the area is just 
outside their air control 
space. He did say, however, 

that the tower had received 
complaints from the 
Mountain Pine area about a 
low aircraft. 

The Memphis Air Route 
Traffic Control Center also 
knew nothing about the 
aircraft, and the Watch 
Supervisor suggested a call 
to the Base Operations office 
at Little Rock Air Force 
Base. A Public Information 
spokesman there said that 
there were no military 
flights from the base in that 
area Tuesday. 

Several Nashville 
residents have since said 
they heard the aircraft pass 
over. 

TRIBUNE, Tampa, FL- March 5, 1981 
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'Horrible' UFO experience makes Texan believer 
LONGVIEW 1 AP ) - Lavell Morales say~ she was 

alway~ skeptical of t1ytng saucers, but 11 "horrible" ex
perience aJong a dark, lonely strdch of highway turned 
her tnUJ a bt.'!Jt~ver . 

1'hf' object was ''about 11 car's length" above t~ 
ground and "the top of it was turning. It looked Uke a 
fruit jar lid . There were· orange lights, bright orange 
lights ." she said. "The bottom was grayish, and it wasn't 
moving .. "Since It happrned, I haven't bt><>n able to re~t." said 

the White Oah n:>s1dent. ·· r wake up at mght lhin~mg 
about 1t Tha t th:ng was not pf I h1s world · · 

Afu>r she spot!Rd the object, Mrs. Morales said she 
tri£-d to pnmt tt out to her rl;lUghtt>r but r'Ouldn 't. 

The ··tJ ,!r.g Sl't' l1 by ~~~ ~br:~ lt: 'i and h1; dallghter 
Oflwn. 18 v. :t< a l <~rge oranp : !in·: i ~ :J y objo-<.' t h,wp ~tn!_.'; 

ju~t ofl l' S Z7 1 nea r Ottl'E!Own 

" It put Ill(' tn a ltgh: t~a:>ce . l couldn 't get my ey~off 
ofit I coulrln 't lt>ll ht•r t" !r~•k at it ... she sntd. ' 'I'm ,-bt a 
dum.IPiy, but I'm conr in····J thl're was ar. energy flcld of 
somP ktnrl The en1•rp-y hr.·h were tr, •mendous .. "Peoplt r. :u~.; r;dl y th,r.k you'rr 1 nut .. c;;nd \l rs :\1<r 

r&lf'~ . rxplat :;i'1!; why ~ he d t·~ r. t n.a kt· ~·t, h ! t c :h•• Feb 23 
101 1d1·n! t:..Jr l!.- r " P.>.:~t s rt: .;· fl r, · reactir• n Hut my hrNh
f/1' tl t:a l!y NJn• .. :1ct'd ll'lC I shol!ld rt' J>t>rt 11. \ty daughter 
and I Y.I'l\J .,.. v. 'Jdt \-'t sa.,.. .. 

At •h:tt r.<) tnl. she said . tht car be~ar. to swerve loware 
a d('('p dttr~ and Pawn cri•:"d . "You'n> going otT the 
road : .. 

Thl'n her daughter ~ pottt'd the object and started to 
crY . ~!rs . \lora Irs sa id l\lrs. ~lor<~ l t-s and her da ugt::Pr were rr t·trnmg home 

ftom Tylt>r about 9 p m. whtn they h:J.i thetr close 
.._nter 

Shf' sa id slw steppt'd on the accelerator and sped 
toward holl'lC. not looking back . 

... was huge . taller than a bulldmg. And it was hover
.... 1Dthe right of us . just off the highway." >'ht' said. 

After arriving home. Mr.~. Morales called the Tyler 
Police Department and the Smith County Sheriffs De-

I 

~ 

Glowing~ 
Glowing~ Gone 

At Least 9 In N.C. Report 
Sighting UFOs This Year 

By WAYNE NICHOLAS 
Observer Gutonia Bureau 

LINCOLNTON -Ruby Campa said her dogs, Charley, Trixie and 
Tiny. went wild. 

The image on her color television set turned green. Mrs. Campa, 37, 
who lives in the rural Howard's Creek area just west of Lincolnton, and 
her daughter, Frances. 16. ran outside to see what was going on. 

Overhead was a flying object, gliding at about treetop level. "lt was 
star-shaped with lots of points coming out of it, gliding until it .got way 
over in the sky, and then it started revolving," Mrs. Campa said recently. 
"It was really bright-colored like the color of a star. 

" It wasn't an airplane." she .. . . , fi added. "I can swear that. It didn 't The Atr F~rce stm~ly doesn t 
f; have any blinking lights. This light want the Amencan pubhc to know 

~
~ was just brilliant." w hat UFOs are. and that we're to

A friend, 27-year-old Melba Fin- -tally helpless against them." 
ley, said she, too, spotted the ob- charged . Hynek, who heads 40 
ject. o ther scientis ts at the Center for 

Mrs. Campa and Mrs. Finley are VfO Studies in Evanston. 
among at least nine persons who Hynek said he believes flying 
say they have seen unidentified saucers do exist and use an ex
flying objects (UFOs) since Jan. 1. tt'tmely sophisticated method of 

George Fawcett of Lincolnton, traveling . 
an investigator for the Mutual He said he and his colleagues 
UFO Network, which is based in started the Center for UFO Studies 
Sequin, Tex., ln 1973 after thousands of UFO re-
said he received ports in the Southeastern United 
reports of UFOs States. 
on Jan. 10 in L.H. Stringfield, 60, another. in -
Gaston County, vestigator for the Mutual UFO 
Cleveland Coun- Network, which says it has 800 
ty and Lincoln lrained UFO field investigators, 
County, Jan 14 agreed the Air Force has been less 
in Anson Coun- than candid about UFOs. 
ty, on Feb. 3 and Stringfield, of Cincinnati. who 
Feb. 6 in Lincoln also was a consultant for "Project 
County and on Bluebook," · claimed he has inter-
Feb. 23 in Lin- Fawcett vi ewed 20 former Air Force offi-
coln County. cers and airmen who participated 

Nancy and Jerry Carpenter of in retrieving crashed UFOs and 
Lincolnton, who said they spotted bodies of individuals who flew 
a UFO on Feb. 21, and Ira Beam of them. 
Vail, who said she saw one Feb. Springfield claimed, further, 
22, did not report to Fawcett . that an Air Force physician did an 

At one time, there was enough autopsy on a dead space traveler. 
interest in reports of UFOs that the However, Overturf denied the 
U.S. Air Force initiated a program Air Force has ever Investi gated a 
to investigate them. But after 22 UFO crash. 
years of checking out thousands of "Are you asking me if we cov
UFO reports, the Air Force aban- ered up stories about UFO sight
doned "Project Bluebook" in 1969. ings?" he asked. " .. . That is not 
The project was headquartered at true. Between 1947 and 1969, the 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base Air Force investigated 12,618 
in Dayton, Ohio. sightings. We couldn 't offer an ex-

The Air Force concluded none of planation for only 701 of them." 
the reports it investigated hinted Meanwhile, Hynek said he 
that flyi ng saucers were a threat to thinks Mrs. Campa probably did 
the national security. see a UFO. 

Futhermore, Air Force 2nd Lt. "People can lie, but animals 
Roger Overturf at Wright-Patter- don't ," he said. 
son said investigations didn't un- " I know it ain't something I ever 
cover any evidence of extraterres- want to see again," Mrs . Campa 
trial life, or any evidence that said. 
UFOs represented any kind of 
technology that hasn 't already 
been mastered by earthlings. 

But astronomers such as J . Allen 
Hynek, who served as chief con
sultant for "Project Bluebook" for 
18 years, labeled those conclusions 
" junk." 

The 70-year-old Hynek, former 
chairman of astronomy at North
western University in Evanston. 
Ill., admitted that nine of every I 0 
UFO reports he studied could be 
explained as a natural phenome-
non. But one of 10, he said. 
couldn't be explained . 

:Seen A UFO? 
George Fawcett, investiga

tor for the Mutual UFO Net
work, can be reached on 
weekends and after 6 p.m. 
weekdays at 735-5725. The 
address for the Center for 
UFO Studies is P.O. Box 1402, 
Evanston, Ill., 60204. 

partment. which said no one else had reported seeing the 
object. 

Mrs. Morales said she Is reporting the incident publicly 
"because I feel it Is still in the area somewhere. My 
daughter feels the same." 
S~e said she is convinced that what she and her daugh

ter saw was more than swamp gas ,· r N•t1ected lights. 
" I think it was something from oc!er space," she said. 

.. Al¥1 I just hope J don t ~ any morP of tbem." 
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SUN, Morris , MN - Feb . 24, 1981 CR: H. Marth via s. Ciaeci a r elli 

'Fireworks in the sky' 
produce curiosity, mystery 

The celestial fireworks that were seen on the 
evening of Friday, Jan . 23, have been the cause for 
much speculation, some of it quite intriguing. 

Witnesses reported seeing a pair of whitish-blue 
flashes at around 11 :30 p.m. Shortly after the flashes 
occurred <about 30 seconds), a loud noise similar to a 
sonic boom was heard, according to witnesses. 

The flashes were visible over a four-state area, ac
cording to an article in the Sunday, Jan. 25, Minneapolis 
Tribune. The article, which came from the Associated 
Press, went on to state that reports were particularly 
noted in western Minnesota and eastern North Dakota. 

The National Weather Service in Minneapolis was 
quoted as saying that the cause of the phenomenon w~s 
not known. However, the Weather Service speculated 
that the wide area over which the light was observed in
dicated that it may have been one or more meteors bur
ning up as they entered the earth's atmosphere. 

The phenomenon has greatly aroused the curiosity 
of a Morris resident, who has been conducting a 
fascinating investigation in recent weeks. This person 
disclosed the details of his investigation to the 
Sun/Tribune Feb. 16, on the stipulation that his identity 
not be revealed. For the purposes of this article, he will 
be known as John Doe. 

The investigation conducted by Doe has been wide
ranging, involving conversations with numerous wit
nesses and authorities. His diligent work has allowed 
him to piece together several interesting scenarios. 

Doe neither heard nor saw the phenomenon, as he 
was in bed at the time. He was awakened by his wife, 
who reported that the windows had shaken and that she 
felt alarmed. One of her first thoughts was that it might 
have been an earthquake. The significance of the event 
did not immediately register with Doe, who fell asleep 
again soon thereafter. 

The following morning, Doe began going about his 
normal daily routine, with the previous evening's in
cident at the back of his mind. It came to the forefront of 
his thoughts when he visited a local hardware store, 
where the proprietor asked him if he had either heard or 
seen the phenomenon. 

"Then, my curiosity was aroused," he remarked 
The first day of his research involved some uneven

tful phone calls. One was to the radio station in Fargo, 
which had on hand a taped interview with the air traffic 
controller who was on duty at the Fargo airport when 
the phenomenon happened. The controller simply stated 
that two flashes were seen to the southeast at around 
11:30p.m. 

Doe also made a call to the Air Force liaison officer 

atmosphere . His growing curiosity led him to call the within a distance that the planes are capable of covering 
Air Force base in Omaha . He was told that the plane in light of their condition. This procedure makes it easy 
that went down near Omaha was an F-4 Phantom not for the Air Force to write off a'mi!:ihap as an accident or 
owned by the Air Force, but by McDonnell-Douglas. The in terms of other explicable phenomena. 
plane was up for a post-maintenance check flight at the Doe sees himself as being in a good position to un-
time of the crash, the Air Force spokesman added. derstand Air Force procedures, due to his experience in 

Doe then contacted the sheriff's office in the county the Navy as an air traffic controller. 
where the crash occurred. He was given the names of Based on all of the information that Doe has now 
witnesses who were at the scene before authorities collected, he has drawn up several possible scenarios 
arrived. that might have led to the "fireworks in the sky." 

The official account of the crash stated that the Doe has still not ruled ,mt the meteor interpretation. 
P!ane was so broken up that no piece was bigger than a The Air Force might have feared that because of the 
cigarette. However, one of the witnesses contacted by meteor's size, it might cause deaths and damage if it 
Doe passed along some contradictory testimony . This were to land in a heavily-populated area. It thus might 
witness, who had a military background, stated that have set out to shoot at it with a warhead of sufficient 
a111_idst the rubble was the back half of a wing arming magnitude to break it up. 
stantion, with the back half of a sidewinder missile still Why would the Air Force seek to keep such a 
hooked to it. maneuver secret? Doe believes that a weapon of unac-

"What was McDonnell-Douglas doing with an air- ceptable force might have been used, and that the Air 
craft armed with mis~iles, conducting a post- Forcedidnotwishtoalarmthepublic. 
maintenance flight in the middle of the night?" Doc "On the other hand, a bright flash is characteristic 
said. of the violent burning of gases accompanying the entry 

Doe, who gained an aviation background in his of a meteor into the atmosphere," Doe said. 
Navy experience, felt convinced that this question had Another scenario constructed by Doe is one that is 
no satisfactory answer. sure to excite everybody, especially readers of Nationa l 

Doe was unable to obtain any information regarding Enquirer. The hovering object may have been an 
the North Carolina crash. Unidentified Flying Object <UFO) attempting a Ian-

In the Omaha crash,. the pilot and the radio- ding, against the wishes of the Air Force, Doc 
intercept officer had ·bailed out and landed one mile speculates. The Air Force, not wanting to deal with a 
from. the crash scene. Doe learned through his Air For- majo~ Ut:O inci~ent, might have wanted to destroy it. 
ce fnend that the personnel of both aircraft had severe enabling tt to wnte off the phenomenon as a meteor. The 
"flash burns" on their eyes, similar to welder's burn. fact that the object was hovering, not falling, is convin
This led Doe to specula,te on why the aircraft went down. cing, evi~e~ce that this scenario might be plausible, in 
The temporary affliction prevented the pilots from Doe s opmwn. 
reading their instruments, he reasoned. Symptoms of . Inctdental~y, .the deputy sheriff was not the only 
this affliction include itching and blurred vision. w1tness of the mcident. A farmer north of Herman also 

A couple of weeks ago, Doe's research efforts took a viewed it and gave identical testimony. Doe did not wish 
new and fascinating turn. New tidbits of information to disclo~e the farm.er's name. . . 
came forth from residents of Ottertail County, who A ~htrd scena~10 presented by poe 1s based. on m
heard a deputy sheriff present his eyewitness account of farf!lat10n he got .dir~ctly from the A1r For~e. Durmg the 
the firew(lrks over their police scanners. The account if penod that the InCident occurred, the Atr Force and 

' Strategic Air Command were undertaking extensive 
---------------------- maneuvers in the skies over North America, simulating 

The hovering object emitted a 
bright wh ite li g h t and ap
peared to be disc-shaped, ac
cording to the depu ty sheriff . 

battle readiness conditions. The hovering object might 
thus have been a simulated target. 

Doe reported feeling some stress as a result of his 
investigation. He hopes that he is not stepping on any 
toes by showing curiosity. 

at Grand Forks Air Force Base. Doe quoted the officer --------------------
as saying, "I know nothing about it." Another phone call 

The phenomenon may leave the public 's attention 
through being accepted as a meteor. On the other hand . 
it might provide fodder for an upcoming article in 
National Enquirer. 

was made to the Associated Press news bureau in 
Omaha, Neb. Nothing new was turned up as a result of 
this call. The Omaha bureau is a central news data 
collection point for the AP. 

The next step for Doe was a field investigation, in
volving interviews with witnesses. Doe was joined by an 
asSociate in this stage of the research process. One of 
their chief concerns was to obtain directfonal data . If a 
meteor had hit the earth in the Morris area, this data 
would help pinpoint the impact site, through a process 
known as "triangulation." 

Th~ phenomenon had an interesting appearance , 
accordmg to the Witnesses . Some described the 
fireworks as reminding them of "a big ball of fire ." 
Others made an analogy with comets , noting that a 
vaporous trail was visible behind a round central mass . 
The object raced through the sky until it reached a 45-
degree angle, at which point it vanished, witnesses 
remembered. 

The object appeared white at first , then became 
red-orange before going out, witnesses said . These 
descriptions led Doe to conclude initially that a meteor 
was responsible for the phenomenon. The descriptions 
also seemed to indicate that there may have been morP 
than one object. 

The next step for Doe was to call on a local avaiator, 
who took him up over the area where the objects were 
likely to have hit. Doe kept a sharp eye for ash marks 
and other telltale signs but found nothing. However, he 
emphasizea that no firm conclusions could be drawn 
without a ground search. 

The next couple of days were devoted to endless 
phone calls, mainly to law enforcement agencies and 
media outlets. He asked all law enforcement personnel 
to relay any pertinent information to him. 

At this point, he felt pretty well convinced that 
meteors had fallen on the evening of Jan . 23, he said. 

The next step in his research efforts took an in
teresting turn, and led him to some intriguing 
speculation as to the cause of the phenomenon. On the 
morning of Tuesday, Jan . 27, Doe received a call from a 
friend in the Air Force, who asked him if he had heard 
about the two Air Force planes that had gone down on 
the evening of the 23rd. Doe responded in the negative. 

"We've got one down north of Omaha and one down 
in North Carolina," the friend said. 

Doe's interest was immediately aroused, since the 
crash sites are directly on each side of the line assumed 
to be followed by the objects as they entered the earth 's 

valid, sheds an entirely new light on that evening's 
phenomenon. 

Doe wished not to disclose the name of the county 
represented by the deputy sheriff. 

According to what was heard over the scanners, this 
deputy sheriff stated that he saw an object hovering in 
the sky at approxima~ely il :25 p.m. on Jan. 23. The ob
ject was being approached by two other objects, one 
from each side, whicfi had red flashing lights. In ad
dition, one of the two approaching objects emitted a 
white flashing light. 

The hovering object emitted a bright white light and 
appeared to be disc-shaped, according to the deputy 
sheriff. 

Later, he saw a bright yellow flash from the object 
beadng the red and white flashing lights. The flash 
disembarked from the object in the manner of a missile 
and headed toward the hovering object. The flash ap
peared to be enveloped by the hovering object, 
whereupon an extremely bright flash occurred, 
followed in a few seconds by a secondary flash . 

The hovering object then started falling toward the 
ground, emitting a shower of sparks behind it. After 
descending for a few moments, it headed toward the 
northwest, and changed from a whitish-blue color to 
red-orange before disappearing at 45 degrees off the 
horizon. 

Just as the deputy sheriff was ready to radio in a 
report , about 35 seconds later, the boom was heard. Doe 
interprets the boom as either a missle striking the ob
ject, or one of the planes pulling out of an attack dive. 
(Obviously, he believes that the two other objects were 
p!anes.) 

The county represented by the deputy sheriff is 
refusing any confirmation of the event, according to 
Doe. 

Doe emphasized that his conclusions represent 
nothing more than conjecture and speculation, but that 
they nevertheless lie on a firm foundation. 

''The coincidences are overwhelming,'' he said. 
In addition to the pilots' eye injuries, another cause 

for the crashes might have been shrapnel damage, ac
cording to Doe. One might ask: Why did the aircraft 
come down so far away from the point of the incident? 
The Air Force has a procedure to protect its interests in 
the event of a territorial air-to-air conflict that results in 
damage, Doe said. · 

The procedure requires that the affected planes be 
dispatched to bases as remote as strategically possible, 

MRRCURY, San Jose, CA- Feb. 20 1 19B• 

Mystery ligltt 
appea,rs agcttn 

A mysterious red light was spotted again hy 
residents and air controllers Thur~· ctay night 1n 

San Jose skies. 
''It was flying real slow, then all of a sudden n 

took off fast and headed down," s:=tid AI I3a<:ker. 
63. of San Jose. who lives near the airport. 

"We saw it too." said a controller in the tower 
at San Jose Municipal Airport. " It was a ste;acty 
red light when it passed over us. Then It startetl 
flashing and went straight out so fast it went out 
of the line of sight. And agam, it didn 't show up on 
the radar." 

Another red light was officially logge<.l as an 
unidentified flying object by San Jose tower air 
controllers Feb. 9 after it buzzed and followed a 
private plane, then shot out of sight. 

Althought seen by controllers and pilots. the 
object did not show on San Jose or Oakland Bay 
Approach radar. 

A Mercury story about last week ·s sighting 
brought several calls from area residents; from 
San Jose to Fremont, who had also spotted a 
similar red light at varying times on different 
days. 
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Three bunters ust'd a flashlight 
to rommunic:ate with what th<') 
belic\·e was a UFO. 

Thr men have buntt>d raccoons 
togethrr near La Vernia for mor<' 
than 20 wars. 

Mwe·re used to scl'ing aircraft. 
Hut. "hat we saw that night w~ 
something "t''' e nt•ver seen be
fore," \ 'crnon Hamzinski told The 
New!'. 

ltamzinski. Anthon,· Kotzur and 
Karl Thompson had ·just released 
their dogs wh<'n th<'l saw a 
strangt• uhjert ntn\ing to"arrl 
lbt•rn . 

"It lonkt.>d lik<' two t.'\e~ at rir~t ." 
Kutwr said, adding · · 

"'l'bt•n· wt.~re t"o lights. ltkP 
stn·t·t lights. Tht·~· wt·n·n't blind 
in g. Tb<'~ kind of glnwt.'fl." 
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The hunter~ watcht.>d the object 
movr toward them for about 10 
minutes, Hamzinsk.i said. 

"When it got on top of us. it was 
about tht• size of an eight -room 
house. The strange thing "as. It 
just made a bumming S(lund." he 
added. 

Hamzinski e~timatt'fl the naft 
passed about 1,300 ft•pt a!xn t' 
tht·m. 

"I flashNI an SOS at lht• thin~: 
\\ith our nashlight. hut it didn't n·· 
spond," Kotzur said. 

Jh'spite tht• j!'l blal'k darl·.rii'~~
Hamzin!'<l..i said hi' saw what ap
peared tu tw a ('nckpit nt•a r the 
t·rnll•r uf lht· triangle-shatl4.·rl nh· 
jt'rl. 

"Wt• hadn 't ht't'n drinl.in"" 
ltamzin~ki emphasilt'd :-.· 
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30 CLAI UF.Os 
BUZZ ERN I 

News 

EXCLUSIVE 
By JOHN MOULDER AND JIM MARTIN 

LA VERNIA - UFOs knocked out television 
sets, disrupted telephone tines and set off a false 
fire alarm in this town of less than 1,000 people 15 
miles east of San Antonio, residents say. · 

At least 30 people told The News they saw a triangular
shaped craft hoveting ncar here between 10 and 10 :30 p.m. 
Sunday. 

~~artier in the day, two mysterious 
objects were also seen buzzing an Air 
~·orce plane in the general area. 

Witnesses told The News the 
sightings were not reported earli('r for 
fear of embarrassment. They kept si · 
lent about il. not realizing so many oth· 
ers were witnesses until they began 
comparing notes Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Welder Juan P. Saldana described 
what he saw : 

"It came down close to Baumann 's 
store (in La Vernia .) It look(>rl l ik<' a 
tnanglc. There were two white lights 

RelatM-.ry, 4..;A 
.tthe froi¢.Jnd a re4 llpt nitle rea; 
Tlle li~nts went up real hisn, then 
came back down again." 

The 32-vear-old Saldana described a 
strange "'tow whooshing" sound com
ing from the craft. 

"I'm not saying they're visitors from 
other planets," said Paul Mattke, vol
unteer fire chief. 

"But I've never seen anything like 
tills before .. Jt was weird." 

Mattke and two other volunteer fire
men answered an alarm last Sunday at 
Baumann's Supermarket. 

Smoky smell 
Two passersby reported smoke com

ing from 1he rear of the structure in 
downtown La Vernia. 

By the time Mattke and the other 
volunteers arrived, only "a smell like 
burning tar or insulation wiring," hung 
in the still air. 

JUAN SALDANA DESCRIBES OBJECT HE SAW IN LA VERNIA 
••• says low whoosing sound came from triangle-shaped craft 

"We could find no e•idence of a fire," 
store co-manager J1m llclmke said. 

Helmke, however. said he talked to 
several people who saw a "cloud-like 
mist" drift from behind the store, then 
gradually dis..<apate 

PHOTOS 1Y HAL WllU 

~s, San Antonio, TX - Feb. 27, 1981 

Allan Mattke, brother of the fire 
chief, said he and two others drove on 
a side street beside Baumann's and 
saw smoke "billowing" from the build
ing. 

VIANON ltAM'ZINSKI 
••• with s•n Ryan, 3 

This was only a Jew minutes after 
Saldana spotted the mysterious object. 

Saldana's account was backed up by 
his wile and 11 relatives who also saw 
the object. 

Three men hunting raccoons 1 wo 
rmlcs east of here reported se('ing an 
object matching the description giH•n 
bv Saldana onlv 20 minutes before the 
srnoke was seen at Baumann's store. 

Chief Mattke, an automobile llll' · 
chan1e, told The News the hunters' 
storv was JU('ntical to versions of two 
other groups who saw lhe phenomenon 
in the sky. 

!\ 24-ycar-old construction· sulwrin 
tenclenl , .Jeff PICrdolle, saKI he saw 
what •·appeared to be the body of a 
large aircraft. 

"There were two bnght ligh ts. I 
watched it for about 10 mmutes. It was 
barely mo\ing. 

" It sounded like the wtnd - JUst 
blowmg." 

Earlier Sundav. a rellrcd ,\ir Force 
mechanic saw t \~·o "sauecrs·· followmg 
a plane toward San Antonio. the firt> 
cllrer said. 

"lie thought the plane was tllwwg 
the objet:ts. ThPn. aU of a sudden, they 
passed the plane ... :\lattkc said. 
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LA VERNIA RESIDENTS TOLD REPORTERS FROM THE NEWS ABOUT UFO SIGHTINGS 
••• from left, JeH PiMdolle, Paul Mattke, Allan Mattke and Juan Saldana 

PHOTO I Y HAL WiU.S 

UFO was big as Boeing 7 
By JOHN MOULDER 

NEWS STAfF WIRITER 

LA VERNIA - One of sev
eral U FOs sighted near here 
Sunday was about the size of a 
BoeLYJg 707, moved very slowly 
and only the sound of a rushing 
noise could be heard. said the 
owner of an oil field con~iruc
tion company. 

Jeff PierdoUe, 24. gave Uus 
eyewttne~ ,accoun t to The 

News: "It appeared at first to 
be a large aircraft. It had two 
bright white lights and a red 
light." 

Pierdolle said he was helping 
a friend repair a trailer a short 
distance west of La Vernia 
when he spotted the UFO. 

"We watched it for about 10 
minutes. It wasn't making any 

noise. It was barely moving. It 
had two blight lights. 

"It was coming from the 
southeast to the northwest." 
said Pierdolle. 

"It was the sound of the wind 
- just blowing. All we could 
hear was the rush of the wind. 
We kept listening for engines 
but all we could hear was just 
wind blowing." 

He said when he and his 

friend saw the object coming 
toward them, "It looked like it 
was going to crash into us and 
then it went straight overhead. 
Then it drifted over us and 
went back west. " 

Pierdolle was one of about 30 
people who spotted UFOs at La 
Vernia Sunday. Investigators 
say descriptions of the objects 
by independent witnesses 
match very closely. 

Most LaVernians: UFO plan 
••• but 5% still unconvinced 

JIM HELMKE 
... '95% satisfied' 

By BILL HENDRICKS 
NEWS STAfFWIITR 

LA VERNIA . - 1\lost 
people here wbo re
ported seeing a UFO how 
beUeve it was a C-5 
transport plane they saw, 
says a man wbo con
ducted an unofficial 
probe for a UFO ntoni
toring organization. 

"I have talked to eight people 
who saw it." gt·oct'r Jim Helmke 
said. refening to the Feb. 22 i.nci
dent which has been the main 
topic of conversation in this com
munity just east of San Ant01uo. 

'Td say 95 percent of the people 
are satisfied with the explanation 

(that the UF'O was a low flying 
monster C-5 transport headed to
ward Kelly Air Force Base)." 
Helmke said. 

"That leaves 5 percent who are 
not:' 

Helmke said the C-5 explana
tion accounts for what people 
saw in the sky that Sunday night. 
(About 30 residents reported see
ing a triangular object with two 
white lights at the top and a trail
ing red light.) 

Helmke admits he is still puz· 
z.Jed by reports of smoke billow
ing from the roof of Baumann's 
~upermarket where he \\·orks. 

"They (residents) called us i.n 
Floresville about 10:20 p.m. and 
told us the store was on fire,·· 
Helmke said. 

Whrn llelmke got to the st ore 
he found firemen inside, but no 
fire . 

Helmke began hi~ unoffiC'l<il m· 
vestigation for the Seguin-based 
Mutual UFO 1'\etwork ( MUFON). 

He 6'IinS at the irony of m;iking 
Ius fir~t UFO inn•stigation for 
MUFON into reports of a sighting 
at the store where he works. 

StiU unexplai.n t>d, h(' said. ar(' 
the many reports or an aerie! odor 
or smoke in the air. 

He is not certatn the C-5 theory 
explains tlw odor. 

Hesidents i1;1d clainH'd u FOs 
knocked out tl'lr\ i~i o n ~ets . 4i5-
rupted telrphone linrs and set off 
a fabc fire alarm to the ~IIJW'r 
markl'l in Otis town of less than 
1,000 people. , 9 
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Flying Disc 
Reports 
Like a Rash 
t•• l nttn\alional s .. .-. suviC'e) 

The flying s:\Uc<.:r sea~on. appar-
ently dead several \\·ecks ago. 
took a new lea$e on life Sa turday. 

People in sc:lttererl communitie~ 
in the South and southwest 
craned their neck.; and looked at 
the sky for a glimpse of the flying 
disc~ or saucers. 
100 SEE 'E~I 

More than lUO persons in Farm 
ington. :->. :11., Fnda~· . "saw" <~ 
fleet or flying sauc~rs stunting 
and maneuvenng over the town . 

An aenal object with a flaming 
exhaust was spotted o\·er Chat
tanooga, Tenn., Friday night and 
inunediately newspaper and po
:ice telephone switchboards were 
chol;:ed with reports of flying 
saucers. 

T here wEre two different ver
sions of the flying disc stor~· from 
the Dallas, Texas, area. Six bus 
passengers said thev saw a dis<: 
or saucer shortl y after 6 p. m. Sev
eral hours earlier. a naval petty 
officer related seeing a disc streak 
at a B-36 bomber. follow it for an 
in:;tant and then break away, 
onm :\tEXICO, TOO 

Discs were still flying over 
:\texico City: to·o. to the delight of 
pickpocl,ets. One J\Iexico City ac
count said that a group of eight 
or nine people who stopped to 
stare at an object in the sky dis· 
covered several moments later 
that they had been relieved of 
their wallets. 

At Je;:u;t one amateur expert, 
however, placed some credence in 
the fiying saucer stories. 

Hjj. is George A. ·Whittington. 
sccr~ry of the Chicago Rockel 
Scx:14ty, who ~ld '-e believed the 
Msa were space AipS (rom an
other world piloW by intelligent 
beings who are reconnoitering 
earth . 
N~ added he believes Ameri«an 

arr~d force!> have contacted 'the 
pilfts of thc~e ships and may now 
be In commun ication with the 
men from space. 

But the control tower crew at 
Lovell Field , outside Chattanooga , 
examined the flyin g saucer re
ported there through powerful 
binoculars and agreed it was a 
jet plane. 

In Farmington the evidence was 
not &o conclusive. Editor Walt 
Rogal of the Farmington Times 
_.;aid half of the 150 people he in· 
terviewed believed they had seen 
space ships from another planet. 

The rest thought they were jet 
pianes of one type or another~r 
tnaybe just spots and hallucina
Tions. 

One witness, the Rev. Clayton 
J. Botldy, a war-time B-29 gunner, 
sa id the "objects" flew "In all 
position• both Tntlcally and hori
~onblly ... their 1peed T a r l e d 
frona almoat Joafinr to that far 
gruh'r than any Jd plane I baTe 
,.A·rr obserTed." 

September 11 , 1951 

Jet Chases, 
Can't Catch 
'Flying Disc' 
MITCHELL FIELD, NY, Sept. 

11 <C.P.l-Two Air Force jet pilots 
reported today they chased a mys
terious. round flying object -
travelling at a speed they esti
mated at 900-miles-an-hour-for 
30 miles and couldn't catch it. 

Wilbert S . Rogers or Columbia, 
P a., told Mitchell Field authorities 
tha t he and Capt. Edward Bal
lard of Dover, Del. , sighted the 
object yesterday ove r Sa ndy Hook. 
NJ. while they were on a routine 
flight in a T-33 jet training plane. 

"I don't know if it was a flying 
saucer. but it sure was something 
I've never seen before," Lt. Ro
gers, pilot of the plane, said. "We 
couldn't have caught it in an 
F-86." {The F-86 Sabre jet is the 
United States' fastest jet fighter.) 

Rogers described the object as 
white or silver-colored and said it 
was about the size of a fighter 
plane. 

Lt. Rogers and Capt. B allard. on 
a flight from Dover Air Base in 
thw Jersey, ~id when 'tiley 
si,ttted -the obje¢ tkey were trav
elling at 450 miles an hour at 
20,000 feet . 

"I pointed It out to Capt. Bal
lard." Rogers said, "who suggested 
we try to follow it. But we soon 
found it was no use. It was going 
too fast.'' 

The object moved In an arc from 
Sa ndy Hook to Redbank, NJ. and 
then headed out to sea at Ashbury 
Park. NJ, Rogers said . He esti
mated it travelled the 30-mile 
course In two minutes, or at a 
spet><l of 900-miles-an-hour. 

The US Air Force and Navy 
have officially said that flying 
saucers repot·ted previously had 
ix'en nothing more than weather 
balloons. 

'"This couldn't h ave been :\ bal
loon ," R ogers said, "because it 
was descending and no balloon 
~s that fast." 

He said they got as close as 8000 
feet to the object, which kept a 
constant speed and "didn't appear 
to be running away ." 

Capt. Ballard returned to Dover 
Air Base to report the incident to 
officials of the 148th Fighter In
terceptor Wing, -where both pilots 
are assigned. 

LOOKING BACK 

'PROBABLY,' THEY SAY 

Flying Disc 'Picked Up' 
By Air Defense Radar 

Air defense radar ''probably" Van Ness Avenue about 2 p .m . 
picked up the "flying saucer" when he saw an "object like a 
reported by two Ground Ob- small blimp and silvery in color.n 
server ~orps aircraft spotters He said the object d isappeared 
over the1r Santa• Cruz post early b h' d 1 d f t, 
yesterday. . e m a c ou or a momen 

The Western Air Defense Force then reappeared, "flying at tre
said today that one of the radar mendous speed and at right 
stations in its West Coast de- angles to its original course;' 
fense net "trained on that gen- 1-------· ------
eral area and picked up a trace 
of something. It could have been J ETS P U RS U E 
the object spotted by the ground 

Qb~er~~r~~~man said no attempt f AJ l TO CATCH 
w~s made _at interception. -BALLOON ('} 

'The obJect was reported by • 
~nly one post," he · explained. COLUMBUS, 0., July 24.-
We ":eed at !east. two rep?rts .~o !A'l-Six armed jet planes thun-

E:stabhsh a directiOn of flight. . dered high into the skies over 
The. s_rok~sman added t~at 1t central Ohio last night, chas

was Impossible to estab!Ish . a ing a mysterious object they 
speed ?r c~urse. on the obJect m never did catch. 
the bnef t1me It showed on the Thousands of persons on the 
radar scope. . ground thought they might be 

He emphasized that the con- watching a flying saucer, but 
t~ct possibly could have been a the Air Force decided it was 
light plane, but agreed that a only a weather research bal
fhght by such a plane at that loon 
ea~ly "tour-about 5 a.m.-was TV S~ation WTVN in Co-
un Ik · Y· lumbus mterrupted the Demo-

The . two obse~~ers repor~ed cratic National Convention to 
their s1ghtmg as. ObJe_ct.~ which televise the object and the · et 
appeared as bnght lights and h J 

h
. h fl t t ·r· d , A chase t rough a powerful tele· 

w 1c ew _a ern IC spee s. photo lens. 
~eputy shenff also report_ed see- The U .S. Weather Bureau in 
mg a fiery streak of light 111 Columbus estimated the hal
the Santa Cruz area at about the loon was drifting well above 
same time. 65,000 feet. Clear skies and 

Another "flying saucer" report the enormou1 1ize . ot the hal
was made yesterday afternoon loon m ade it an easy target 
by Harold Groger, chart plotter !or ground observers. They 
for the Weatht>r Bureau at ·S an swamped newspaper offices 
Francisco Airport. and radio stations with reports 

He said he was •unbathing on of a "flying .aucer." 
the roof of his home at 557 South ·-------------

BtSeley Da il¥ t•ett~ 
aucer S 

l\'liss Davies, of 615 Arlington Ave., 
while the latter's parents are on a 

S 
1rip. een Over "We were on San Antonio Ave.," 
said Miss Davies, "when we 

B k l July glanced up and saw this thing, er e ey 2 5~ •.52 shaped like a tennis ball and col
xed orange, streaking through 1he 

Three Berkeleyans today joined sky. It was going as fast as an air
the -ranks of Americans who have plane. 
spotted strange objects flying in "All of a sudden there was a big 
the sky.. flash and this ball-like thing dis· 

The three. John Myers, 18; of integrated. The explosion lit up 
1817 Yosemite Rd., and two Uni· the sky something fierce." 
versity of California Extension Ann and Elizabeth, .pop-eyed 
employes. Misses Elizabeth Davies, with excitement. raced to the safe-
19, and Ann Baldwin, 18, told the ty of the Davies home. 
Gazette this morning they saw a Myers said he first saw the 
"large orange ball of fire'' in the "orange blob" while he was driv
sky last night at about 10 :15. ing in lhe vicinity of Thousand 

"Honest. we really saw that Oaks Blvd. and San Fernando 
thin~ in the sky. ~o. it wasn' t a Ave. He said it was heading north 
flying saucer. It looked more like at " about the speed of an air
a tennis ball," said Miss Davies. plane" and appeared "al5out the 

The incident, which the girls size of the moon." 
said terrified them, occurred as " It flickered and appeared to 
they W('re out for a stroll last give off sparks," Myers said. 
night. l\1iss Baldwin. who Jives at "After about two minutes it ex-
1400 LeRoy Ave., is staying with~ . .-· 

Berkel ey Daily Gaaette 'The Thing'- s . pt. 1s. 1952 

Glowing Monster • Hills 
People 'See' Giant! they saw ~ "firing saucer" land l had an overpowering metalic odor 

on C. B. F ishers farm near here. that nauseated them. 

But Don't Stay Mrs. May, National G_uardsman A. Lee Stewart, co-publisher of 
Gene Lem?n and five boys 1 the Braxton County Democrat. re-

T M t H
• climbed a hill on the Fisher farm lceived the first report from Mrs. 

0 ee lm lo look for the "saucer." IMay. The veteran newspaperman 
SUTTON W V S r _ Mrs. May said a "fire-brea thing 1 organized an armed posse and 

. · · a., ept. .J ll.P.l : monste r . 10 feet tall with a bright went to the scene. 
-Eyewitness accounts of a tall .· green body and a blood-red face "I "The odor was still there" 
flowm~ ~?nster With a blo~d~red bounced and floated toward the~. Stewart said. "It was sort ~f 
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Calif. Pilot 
Sees Eerie 
Sky Object 

< 
0 

~ Asaocfatect Pre•• 

~ SONNY DesVERGERS 

~PEOPLE 
"I Know ••• " 

The Florida everglades last 
week yielded up one of the 
weirdest flying saucer stories yet 
to hit the U. S. press. Its main 
figure was D. S. (Sonny) Des
Vergers, a _ 30-year-old hardware 
salesman, ex-Marine and Boy 
Scout leader from West Palm 
Beach. 

It was about 11 p. m., Scout
master DesVergers recaJled, and 
he was driving three of his young 
charges home through a heavily 
wooded section 12 miles south
w~st of the resort town. Suddenly, 
they saw "flashing lights" off in 
the gloom. His curiosity aroused, 
DesVergers grabbed a machete 
and a flashlight, told the scouts 
to call police if he was not back 
In 10 minutes, and walked Into 
the brush io investigate. 

What he found, the scoutmaster 
later related, curdled his blood : 
Hovering about 10 · feet above 
ground was a "hiss'ing," phos
phorescent object shaped like 
a half rubber ball. some 30 reet m 
diameter and 10 Ieet high in the 
center. "I believe I was under and 
near it for about three minutes" 
DesVergcrs said. "Then, th~y 
(presumably the ·saucer's occu
pants> suddenly shot a ball r·f 
flrP at me .. . I blacked out." 
~en DesVergers came t;a1 

Deimty Sheriff Mott N. Paitin 
(who had been summoned by the 
scouts) was standing over him. 
He listened patiently to the scout· 
master's tale of horror. He nQ· 
ticed that the hair on the lat 
ter's arms had been singed and 
his cap burned in three places. 
He also found the grar.s badly 
scorched all around the area. But 
later pressed by reporters for an 
opinion, the deputy sighed: "I 
jnst don·t know." And Air Force 
officials, sent down from Wash
ln~:ton to investigate the story, 
also had no comment. 

But Scoutmaster DesVergers 
didn't share their uncertainty; 
"I know what lt was, and It's of 
vital importance. It's not ours. 
It's not foolish to say it will de
termine the future of all of us 
son1eday. However, it's better 
for me not to go any further for 
the public good, because It might 
U4la another Orson Welles pamc 
•.. Me, I'm not even looking up 
in Ule sky any more." 

glaring off the wing of anothl'f 
plane because it didn't behave like 
a plane," he said. "It would hover, 
then jump two miles south and 
hover again. I watched it travel 
20 miles like that. It was gone 
when I r eached the cloud bank." 

Hamilton estimated the object 
moving at about 10,000 feet. 

Fifteen mile!\ out of Dallas. 
Hamilton said he hf'ard a "zing.'' 

"The motor wound up fast and 
I throttled rlown," he said. "l 
looked up and no propcll('r ." B~~:.~nu ~~~n;n t~~ahiii~n~~VI~:~ l "It looked worse than Franken- warm and sickening. And there 

camps b \" Y dy k t' \stein," she said "It couldn't have ! were two places about six to eigh.t 

S 
- e Ievers an_d s ep ICs. been human." · ' feet in diameter where the brush DALLAS, Tex., July 22 UP) _ His radio was dead but Hamil-

A California pilot set his light t?n gilded on to Dallas. got a grf't>n 
plane down at Dallas minus its hght at Love F1cld and set his light 
propeller yesterday and then told plane down for a perfect landing. 
of seeing a strange object over :·I ~111ght have hit a. bird," h(' 

even pe rsons sa1 they saw \ . was trampled dow " 
the unearthly being described as Lemon. 17, said he thought he . n .. 
"worse than Franke~stein " in the lsaw a 'possum or a coon until he hstr;ar~/~d he did not know 
hills above Flatwood, WVa, Fri- ! put his flashlight on "the thing." w .; h~t Ill . I b r . 
day night. \It was then that he saw the mon- a e to say ,e 1eve It, ?u.~ 

S tate police and a number 
0
t

1 

ster with the blushing face and ~thate tto ~~Y .;.~on t believe It , 
residents hooted at the reports as I the green body "tha t seemed to c ew~r ~a~1· os~ peo~lei were 
a prod uct of mass hysteria. Pol ice ! glow." :r:er~ed- 0a yth~car~ ' an sure 

·d th ·t • \ M -. .. . s me mg. sru e eyew1 nesses guess as to rs. may said Lemon stared Auth ·t· ·d th b 1' d , . . or1 1es sa1 ey e 1eve 
the monsters height vaned from land then screamed as the monster the "fl · .. h " h M 
seven to 1_7 feet. duckwalked towa~d them. All of May's :~~: s:~c~:s ;:' ~~teori~:· 

The excitement began when the them fled. occasiOnally looking ' The i ·d t d d 1 · 
two young son:; of ?\Irs. 1-:athryn ovpr their shoulders. met nc\ en occurre th ur ng a 
Ma y, a F latwood beautician, said ! The monster, Mrs. May said, are:.or s ower over a ree-stat.c 

west Texas. said . "The prop JUSt d1smtegrated 
Robert H. Hamilton of Gilroy ... an~ al_J I coul~ ~hink of was 

sighted the object about 10 miles that een_e hght and If It could havP 
. caused 1t. I know, of course it 

no::hwest of Kermi t,_ :ex. . couldn't after thinking it over.'; 
It was a more bnlhant white Hamilton flies for a livinoo as a 

light tha~ the sun," he said, an~ navigator for California E~tern 
wa~ playmg_ near a hank of high- Airways hauling Korean war sup
alt11ude white clouds. plies between the West Coast and 

" 1 know it wasn:t the sunlight Tokyo. 

10 



FOREIGN NEWS 

ByTREVO RMU NNERY UNI SAYS AUSTRALIAN scientists In-
vestigating charred material 
claimed to be wreckage from 
a UFO have concluded the 
pieces are man-made . 

Thetr analysis at a Sydney 
university follows months of 
speculation and controversy sur
rounding a finding. described by 
enthusiasts as the first solid 
evidence of UFOs . 

Sydney sc1entists are conductmg 
further microscopic exammat10ns of 
the material. which is believed to be 
fibreglass . 

Pieces of the material were found 
in 1968 on a property in the outer 
Brisbane suburb of Greenbank 

by its owner. Mrs Jean Fraser. was 
hailed as a major scientific find . 

The book Alien Honeycomb. detail
ing the discovery . was published 
earlier this year . 

Written by Melbourne researchers 
John Pinkney and Leonard Ryzman. 
it claimed the material contained 
unknown elements and configurations 
which are presenting science with 
fundamental problems. 

rt~luHtl to •/low Au•trall•n 
•cl•ntl•r. to •••min• th11 
pi-••· 
After these refusals. Sydney 

millionaire Dick Smith flew a resear
cher to Brisbane to trace the material 
and interview Mrs Fraser. 

The researcher acquired several 

~i::~sr . ofh!~: ~~~er~:~d~r;n;o ~~ 
university for tests . 

The d1scovery. two years afte r a 
cla1med UFO sighting on the property 

The author• •aft/ ths matsrlal 
hat/ tlsllstl ths untlsr•tantllng 
ol smlnsnt Amsrlcan •clsnfl•t•. 
but thsy ha1111 con•l•tsntly 

The head of the university's 
research team this week said the 
honevcomb material was man-made 
and identifiable . 

Ethical reasons prevent the univer
sity or the head of the research team 
bemg named. 

* SOME ol the molerlo/ clolmed to be wreckoge from 11 UFO. 
Sydney scientists believe/Ito be mtJn-mt~de .. 

Dick Smith told Truth he arranged 
to obtain parts of the " wreckage " 
because of the book ·s cla1rns and to 
prove whether it came from a UFO . 

He said : " I offered $10 ,000 to Mr 
Pinkney if scientific tests showed it 
was from a UFO , but he refused to 
allow Australian scientists to examine 
the material. 

Co-tluthor ol Allsn 
Honsycomll. Mr John Plnlrnsy, 
•old thl• wsslr h• •tood by 
c/olm•ln ths boolr. 
He sa•d · " There IS no worry for us 

what Dick Smith says about it. We 
stand by our book . 

&VENit«; POST, Nottingham, England 
Jan. 5, 1981 

Witness is sought 
after UFO sighting 

"' JOHN PINKNEY . . . co
outhor ol Allsn Honsycomb . 

• DICK SMITH ... rssBarchsr 
trocstl sompls• lor onalysl•. 

" If the matenal analysed from Mrs 
Fraser is the same . we wonder about 
the conclusions reached by the RAAF . 
which is on record in the Queensland 
med1a as saying the matenal is 
umdentifiahle . ·· 

A MOTORIST travelling along the A514 road 
near the Derbyshire village of Hartshorne last 
night, claims he saw a "red oval light" move 
towards his vehicle, descend from the sky to 
about half its original altitude and move off 
rapidly towards Derby. 

Experts reject !Jook The UFO sighting took 
place at about 6pm and 
Nottingham UFO Investi
gation Society is trying to 
trace a second witness. 
Mr. Syd Henley, for the 
society, said: "The object 
was in view long enough 

*
AMERICA 'S leading 
UFO private ln

Yestlgator this week 
described the book Alltn 
Hone yco mb as very 
suspicious. 

"r Philip J. Klass said 
tbe people who found the 
mat erial were ,·ery ug ue 
about details. 

He nld : " If' Indeed this 
wu somethi ng that cam e 
fro• >pace . you "ould 

~Man has -
N close 
~encounter 

I MRS Unda Talbot bu t>Hn 

-s :~lnt!:~r~~·b:!·e 28-ru~':; 

i 
look• r?cently - but It won't 
make blm chance bia m!Dd . 

He emphatically Insist• be 
aaw Unidentified Fly ing Ob

.. jecu In the sky above Mell· f lnlham at 4.30 pm on Tuea
-rt day. 

..C:: " I'm no nutter. I uw 
~ between five and len 1 Utter

r-40 tnc while objecta, abaped li.ke 
tadpoles , fiyinc over Meug ~T!.•m playinl field, " be 

j Howard , of Ayacarth 
.. Avenue, MeaalDib&m. playa 

~ ~:~~~ !;;~~~d F~o~ndM~s.•~ 
ti; ta~~~~~~~:~he !~t~:~ n~~Y 

becauae It wu already dark 
and I wondered It I 'd bave 
time left to take the other net 
down before it cot too dark . 
The objecu were juat above 
broken cloud and moved 
rapidly towards Ule direc tion 
of Winterton . I blinked, 
wooderlDI i! I had somethmg 
ID my eye . But no. they were 
atlll there, fantasti c a lly 
beautiful. li.ke the wh1te ligh ts 
which come from rockets ," 
be u id earneatly . 

The,. travelled In aa arc 
aod Mr Talbot i1 certain Uley 
were not • •rcraft . 

t b 1 n k t h e y w o u I d leading UFO experts , Mr 
remember more . Bill Chalker , challenKed Mr 

"I bave nut In 14 years Pinkney and ~lr Ryzman to 
encountered a •Ingle UFO produce sdenllflc proof to 
case that would cau~e me to support their claims . 
~uspert we had allen lie ~ai d : ''l:n(ortuna tely , 
visitors In our skiPs. this book has created a sti r 

" In my exptrlence . all and there Is a need for It to 
IJf'U occurre nc~s can bf' be thoroughly Investigated . 
t x pI a In e d and t hI 5 " •lr Pinkney has refused 
bone)·comb Pplso de . I to debate his dalms with 
believe . Is In the same me and also to provide any 
category .'· or the pieces for KleotUic 

One of .'\ u stra lla' s evaluation . 

/ 
"' BILL CHAtKI. 
choll•n1111d John 

Pfnltnsy. 

EVENING POST 1 Nottingham, England 
Jan. 6, 1981 

Mystery remains 
THE Nottingham UFO Investigation Society has 
released a n in terim report about a group of sightings 
in the Ashbourne area of Derbyshire in August. 1980. 

AJthou'lh the report has gone into every detail of the 
witnesses reports , no conclusions have been reached. 

The ftrSt sightings were observed from a camp site 
at Beresford Dale by two independent groups of wit
nesses who described the object as large, oval shaped 
and moving horizontally. 

Others described it as being the size of a medium
sized air-craft flying at an estimated height of 1,500 ft. 

Another sighting occurred at Shirley, Derbyshire, 
a nd was described by a witness as looking like a big 
jumbo-jet at close quarters with about a dozen lights 
around it. 

'S 
~ :·~ Mystery 

object ~~ 
~ : t-

fl)-.1 E-o A Lochmab4!n woman, 
.-t ' • :Mn Pott.! , ot Parlt!oot, 
ID ~and members 9t her 
~ •• tamlly saw an imiden'i! ~ U!led tly1ng object above 
~ U their home In the early 
0 hours ot Thunday morn-

en tO ln~he time was about 
~ ~ one o'clock and they de
~ · scr ibe th e object as 

.. " quite lar~. wtth three 

i
c:::l - ~distinct bright 11(hta 

sh1nlng trom It". They 
· ~ are quite cert&in It wu 
~ not an aircratt and they 

· ~wonder l! the object wu 
spotted by anyone elae . 

u 

SUNDAY MERCURY, Birmingham, England- Jano 11, 1981 

I saw blue 'football' in sky 
1 ARRIVED at work in Ladywood, Birm

ingham, about 7.30 one dark morning a~ut 
ci~rht years ago. The sky was clear and bnght. 

1 was walking round the end of the building 
to open ground beyond when 1 was stopped 
in my tracks by the sight of what I call an 
"unidentified object" in the sky. 

There above me was an object like a large 
football - it was perfectly round and a bril-

Jiant electric blue in colour and 11 seemed to 
be glowing. 

I stood and watched it for about four 
minutes during which time it remained sta
tionary. Then suddenly it shot off at terrific 
speed across the sky in the direction of 
Birmingham. As it sped away there was a long 
tail of yellowish colour from the end of the 
object. - JAMES BROMLEY, Hadley Road, 
Bilston. · 

for the car driver to stop, 
get out of his car and 
speak to a second man 
walking three large dogs. 
This man saw the strange 
light too and we would 
like him to contact us." 

i Another 
... woman 
= ii also saw 

UFO i A HODDESDON 
_ woman claims to have 

seen the ~tnidentified 
~ flying object hovering 
N over Hertford Heath on 

• January 5. 
; T he m) stcry was d~n::.Cd 

.., m the Mercury whe n a 
woman cla imed she saw a 
strange o1b)et:t while ~he was 

j 
o n her way home. fr om wo rk 
JllSI a ft er ~ pm. 

No v. \1 rs \ianon Phelps. of 
Dorche ~r er A venue, Hod
dcsdo n . has ;eponed that she 
saw rhe same OOJC:CI . 

.. Mrs Phelps was driving f home fro m rhc Hertford gar
or~ age where ,he works and W11S 

..C:: pass1ng through Henford 
f3 Heath when she happened to 'E glance up,.,ar-ds. 
0 CIG.>\R SHAPED 
~ "1 <,aw what I thought at 
~ fir'>l was a very b1g <tar and 
I> although 11 was dark I could 

0::: see rhat it had the shili>C ~f a 
.. L,ga r. 

i 
.. Altho ugh I was kecp•ng 

an e ve on the road . I could :;ee 
th1s rhmg for quite o;ome t1me 

~ I saw a red light a nd a who re 

I 
l1ght bes1de 11 a nd then tile. 
while ilghr JUSt d1sappe..-e&. 

" The\ couldn ' r have ~ 
rall-ilgh.ts on a plane bec;ausc 
thev would have stued .,_ 
same distance apa rt .. 

~ " I was a bit myst1ficd by 11 

~ 
~nd I to ld m) h115band -abou • 
11 II se .: ms I'm not the vnl• 
o ne who saw lt ... 

I U mdenllfiCd n\ing Ob jeCls 
a rc nolhmg new to Mrs 
Ph.: ip> and her fam il y Som~ 

yea rs ago her husband was II 
calt mg the1r cats m, at mghr 
whe n he: saw a ~nge circi.J · 
lar .:>b jc::ct shoot~g across rtic 
J kv 



Tire Ashllo.ut-ne Euent 
IT BEGAN as a u I d = pleasant summer nso ve ,;a oight like any other ! 

0 - but soon after 
midnight the sky 

~ above Derbyshire 
came alive with 

..; mysterious lights . 

.- For August 31. 1980. was 
the day 37 people in 13 i places from Hatton to 

.. Buxton spotted inexplicable 
shapes and lighta fly ing 
ov~r 'the countryside or '§ hovering · above the roof

"' tops. 

6 
The n .tmber ot Independent 

aightlngs and witnesses waa ao 
impressive that Nottingham 
UFO Invest igat ion Society 

"' mounted the moat Intensive B Investigation of a 13-year 
~ Justory wh ich apana more than 

~ 2 .~ re~~f:~h~~~hs of 
.. research they have come to a 

::Z:: atarUing conclus ion - tor the 
~ first time ever they -re faced 

~
iii with a rub or totally unidenti· 

liable fiying object&. 
Society secretary Mr Les 

H.all , who waa one ot lt~ 
hueat igatora . ex pl.alned : 

~ ~Norm&lly - wW clauify a 
a aJtr.llting u Wlidentltled·, but 
....,. not llDidenu&ble. 

I "But In thla cCIIe we have 
r-uled out •ve.r)' probable 
expla.nation. We are no nearer 
to an answer than we were 
when we started four month& 
aco." 

The three lnvesticatora 
uaiped by the aoc:iety - Mr 
Hall. a deaign engineer and 
ro .. mer matba and aclence 
teacher. Mr Sid Henley . a 
typewritar mechanic and put 

close 
encounter 

by Sarah 
Gibbings 

member of the Royal Obs~rvcr 
Corps. and retired (llrmf!r Mr 
Pett!r Ann - becan by 
collecti·nR detailed reports from 
witueasea. 

Pulsating 
From the descriptiuna they 

gkthered th.y decided that the 
uehling& (ell Into tbn!e 
groups . two of which could 
have a-n cauMd by a alncle 
fiy1ng object. 

Tbe third aet of aightlnga 
coud not be linked logically by 
time and location. and were 
uaumed to have been or a 
fu rther object or objects . 

Thll tint group or aightlnp 
atar\ed when an Ashbourne 
housewife waa aaylng goodbye 
to some friencla at 12 30 that 

ntght Suddenly they noticed a 
ma.s."' or li~ehta fiying towards 
them rrom the Oamutou dlrec· 
tiou . lind when they looked 
mort~ carefully they aaw a 
pulaatUIR object slightly lara-er 
thv.n a four-bedroomed house. 
covered wtth Claahing red, blue. 
and green light&. 

As it p:.&aaed OYerbead with a 
bu:cz.htunmiq aoUJRI oaJyu in 
the ~ld QPJIJDeite &he houae 
rustftld mto -~ oorner ollhei.r 
field . and the ,woman'a q -
who aormallnHfuled to come 
into the bo~ wbeD called
raced waide. 

The object aa.decl otr nort.b· 
west. towardS' Ctifton, and U 
could have been the aame tbing 
aeen by Nestlel ahitt worker Mr 
John Lister at about 12.3&, a 
minute after the people in 
Ash bourne loat li&'bt of lt . 

Mr Lister described the 
experience: "I aaw a olu:ater of 
brilliant ligh&a coming &owarda 

(Refer to UPOHS #139, page 14; "UP0 sighting from the past") 
Dyfed SA67 88E 
West Wales 

8/J/81 

Dear ~lr . Farish, 

Thank you for your letter regarding azy report in the Western Telegraph of 
January 15 about J:1Y husband 1 s sighting of the U.F. O. near Castlemartin in 1952. 
I received it on Feb. 24th, a fortnight after you posted it . 

~ty husband was taking an after lunch walk when he saw the U. F . 0, shining 
very brightly in a sheltered spot amongst the sand dunes, Naturally, he went 
nearer to investiRate & saw the occupants on the top of the "Saucer." One of 
them who was obviously the captain of the crew spoke to him in perfect English 
& told him not to approach any nearer because he was not wearing protective 
clothing like they were & therefore could be injured by the strong rays emitted 
by their craft which was then in the process of being recharged by the Sun 1 s 
rays. Naturally, my husba nd was intrigued by that because, as you know, not 
much was generally known about Solar Power at that time. Their inter est for 
his safety discounted Mr. Pughls theory that they were coming to destroy . 

He told me that they looked just like we did & they said that they had been 
travelling to & around our Planet for 5 years & were then about to make their 
return journey. They told him the name of their Planet but I cannot remerr.be r 
it. It had a short na;ne of about .2. letters beginning with an 1 A1 , I think. 
They said that t heir crafts had been landing on the waste lands in America for 
hundreds of years because they wera less likely to ba interrupted there in their 
examination of the soil and terrain which is exactly what our craft have baen 
doing on the Hoon, etc ., in recent years . 

They were very concerned t hat our "Earth" was on a course of self destruct
ion & wished that tl:ey could be allowed to help to prevent this . 

They said that as s cientists their knowledge was far in advance of ours on 
this planet. ~ husband was very i rnpressed with all the information which they 
gave him, especially as he had a brilliant brain himself & therefore could apprec
iate it . I am sorry that I cannot rerrember a:zythir.g more & there is no written 
record unfortunately, but suffice it to say that r..any of their predictions at 
that time have been & are still being proved right with regard to our planet. 

With 3est Wishes 

Yours Sincerely 

(1-'.rs.) Nelli ·~ Thorr.as 

me. red . green. white and blue. 
The blue light -.ned to be 
hlgbcr on the crat\ than she 
othe; · lights. and they wen 
extremely brilliant." 

Vapour 
He c:ontjnued: " Wben U. 

cn1t got woaer tt ... med co 
turn • few decrees to ita. lett, 
and I bad a diatinot llnpreaton 
ol a high taU no and what 
aamed to be ductlng a& the 
boUom and to the rear or U1e 

before Operation Crusader -
the big NATO defence enrcille 
in Europe. 

But wquiries to the Ministry 
of Derem.-e at Whitehall. the 
RAF. and U1e Antericktl Air 
Force revellled that no 
hel.i.copc.ers of that type were In 
Britain at Ute time. 

Next came the possibility of a 
glider . a hot ai r balloon -
!Deluding a me~·ologie&l type 
- or even a bang glider. 

craft. which wu giving olf Thick file , ~= .::t .~moke or vapour of Bu't Watnall Weather Centre 

The overall effect ruembled a !:'o~·:~~~·:.•~io~a7/~~ ~~:« ~~-: 
ci'OA-Channel hovercralt. IUid banK gilding scotched &·bat 
llr Lister ran round the !actot)' suglf"'ltion 
lliWidinlf to W&t.cb tt fiy aileDlly Meanwhile the civil aviation 
'&way to the nortb weat. M&boriUes and loca.l ai.rpo1·te 

.A few . minutea la&er • h.ad cll'awn a blank on ctvil 
•,.r.eld disc jockey &Del . .,._ aircraft. 
tf'ile . were approkob l'lOo« Eventual..., after roar lon<P 
Vaptmn on lbeir WiiJ h*- . •s · ·-.. 
when they apo&ted a I'J'OUP ot eontha and hundreds of man 
white blue and grwen lic:tda houra. the mveatttratora wu. 
~ed by a au-ana- lDillt , W\ with a rue almost six inchea 
It new off towarda DoYedale _; ~k. All the technical dal6 
low that it narrowly miaaed ihe from oivil and m ilitar;r 
oorner of a houae in Mapleton. a\Jiibori.trea. the report& or the 
with a buzzing noiH like a very Sooiety a oonsultant aero-spade 

old aircraft. :::=~n~~~ t~tr~ii~d w~ 
The. second grou~ of ne1aea ' desc riptions and 

potentually linked aigbttna-. cttagrama orfered no clue k» Ule 
came from a woman In Cb6d- origw of the uroa. 
deSde~ an~ rive . people aayi.Dg Now all the available evidenoe 
goodnightm Shir&ey. about what baa been christened 

The woman harl juat gone to 
bed at l2 30 when ahe saw 
wllat seemed to be an unusually 
large. bright star outside her 
window So she got up. and 
noted something like a giant 
ebandelier. dome-shaped and 
covered with bright light&. 
hovering silently on a level 
wt\b her bedroom. It wa. four 
tim.a the aiM .,.the fWl mOOA. 
and flew off SlaW~ weftw.,. 
alter two or three minutes. 

Halo effect 
Perhaps It reappeared lD 

Shirley at 12.33, when oae 
witness was seeing otr fov 
friends when they all noticed a 
bright star like Venua headln&' 
towards the viJJage from the 
lOUth. 

As it came nearer It slowed 
down . and when it was 
examined through binoculara 
It looked like an outsized jumbo 
jet with about 12 lighta 
producing a halo effect above lt. 

Tbe final . unconn~ble Mt 
of UFO'a consists of e~bt 
separate slgbtings between 
12.20 at night and 3 .00 in Uwt 
afternoon. 

The investigator& plotted all 
the sighLings on a map. and 
started the search ror possible 
explanations They began with 
the td.. tbllt the UFOa were 
l'&&ly a large . twin rotor 
helicopter . per haps involftd in 
military ".ll.erctse• 1n the weeks 

The Ashbourne Event - be
cause most of the •iehtinga 
were ceutred round the town i1 
being circulated throu&'hout 
Britain. Europe. and America 
in the hope U1at somebody wiU 
be able to eJtplain the 
phenomena. 

Spaceships 
As Mr HalJ a&.~d : -we do1:'t 

iDvestlgat.e UFOs because we 
want to conw.ct little green men 
from outer space. It's just an 
oau-t for the detective in all ot 
ua. the ~tislaction at solving a 
pusde . .., cleutJIWU.a some 
re as on for ao unusual 
~uNnce. · 

"And this is an exceptional 
case, both beclluse of the 
number of Independent wit· 
neases and because we can nod 
DO prob&ble solution." 

He said: "Ir anybody thinka 
that he can help with new 
ba:tocnation. we'd be delighted 
to know about it. We want to 

, eolve this mystery . and we're 
1 open to any suggestions. It 
· could be spaceships. or 
· ordinary aircraft , halluclna

t.ioua or ghosts - we're open 
minded . but we do want to find 
out ." 

Mr Hall can be contacted at 
the Nottingham UFO Investiga
tion Soc1ety . 443 Meadow· La.oe. 
Nott.lngham. or by 'phone at 
work on Loughborough 30731, 
and at home on Nottwgham 
2W31tl . 

i 
Will Martians finally appear- in Mao jackets? 

.. S By WILLIAM D. MONTALBANO Not as any national craze; mind you , The tourists ' encounter with the picture, · although of poor quality. did 
11:1 ~ Globe-Democrat- but more as a private passion for a outer-world occurred at 4:08a.m , seem to show a strange lighted object 
'3 Ill Knight News Service hardy band of Chinese who share a They had awakened early to watch hovering on the mountainside. . 
0 • conviction that there is SOMETHING the dawn when suddenly they spied a The Pekmg Evenmg News published 
~ ~ PEKING- And all these years you out there. bright white light on a nearby it as the "first UFO photo ever taken in 
~: ,:: Imagined that when the Martians Th bil' mountainside. They scrambled for a China," but later had to correct the 
c;; 0 finally did come it would be to a pasture e new respecta Ity of the better look and Xin grabbed for his claim when older pictures turned up in 

in Kansas or a quiet lake in Minnesota. UFO •. measured .in _newspa~r articles, 'camera to try a time exposure. response to the newspaper's request for 
..:' _ How provincial. a natiOnal association of ~hevers and The tourists saw a small flying more on UFOs from its readers. 
~ eo Chinese skywatchers take another even a resear~h J~urnal , Js ?ne more objeet shaped like three stars in an Scientific and quasi-scientific bodies 
~ view. When the green men one day Signal of changmg t1mes m C~ma . inverted T. There was a ring of light from around China deluged the 

i .. alight from thei~ spacecraft it wi~l ~on A few years ago, any Chinese who around a dark middle . . The middle newspapers with their own findings and 
II'\ a commune m western XInJiang ~ad pre~umed to waste the revolution's seemed to be spinning freely. There requests for the new picture . 
..c: Province, or in the countryside around time With such folderol would have was no sound. Older pictures began to surface : one 

.l u Peking. The leader to whom they will been encouraged to mend his ways in taken by an American in the port city of 
~ ; be taken, in polite Mandarin, will wear more. earthbound pursuits . As in The UFO remained at the site Tianjin in 1942, one from Henan 12 
....::1 2: the plain blue jacket of a Communist sloppmg the hogs. for about half an hour, in Xin's words, Province in central China in 1961 one 
CJ Party official. Not so in the recent case of Xin "flying beautifully" . from Taiwan in 1973. A Japanese tdurist 

About two years after the Frisbee Sheng and two fellow tourists, who went Xin and his friends sent their had even photografed UFOs· in Peking 
made the same cultural jump, UFOs camping in mountainous Changping unexposed film to a Peking newspaper and Shanghai last year, the newspaper 
have at last come to China . County not far from Peking. and became modest celebrities. The learned. 



SUI, Toronto, Ontario, Canada - Jan. 12, 1981 CR: G. Duplantier 

All right, you UFOs, 
say cheese for Sid ... 
UFOs are attracted to Sid MacKinnon, but they 

keep duckin8 his photo sessions . 
MacKinnon , 30, a maintenance engineer, is 

hoping to snap the first indisputable photographs of 
allen spacecraft visiting earth and he's installed a 
UFO-spotting device in his Cambridge home to 
catch them. 

The device has registered nine visits from 
strange airborne objects since he installed it. 

It is set to pick up only the enormous electromag
netic fields UFOs are believed to generate, which 
are stronger than those produced by airplanes and 
magnetic storms. 

The device, called a field-induction magnetom
eter, was specially built for MacKinnon in Don Mills 
using blueprints supplied by U.S. UFO-watching 
groups. 

The $200 device has an alarm that keeps going 
until MacKinnon shuts it off. It also lets him know 
when a UFO is hovering overhead- which hasn't 
yet happened while he's there- and cues him to 
reach for his long-lens camera, which is loaded with 
film at all times. 

He and tbe 25 other members of the Cambridge 
UFO Research Group, a local UFO-studyi.ng society 
formed in 1976, are just waiting for the day when 
they'll prove to tbe world UFOs exist. 

Bonnie Wheeler, the group's president, says most 
but not all UFOs use electro-ma~netic power 

... ~" ........ ~ ... --- ...... 
-biii~Mdfon! . ..... 

BONNIE and Sid with UFO detector. 

... 

I 

stronger than any normally found on earth. 
"Not all UFOs have it ... It could lie a fact that 

different UFOs are coming from different planets 
so they're aot constructed &iae same way. That's the 
only conclusion one can come to." 

But who are the strange visitors ringing MacK
innon's chime? They're not sure, but he said the 
next move is to install a TV camera and scanning 
device that will be trigered automatically by the 
alarm. 
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~ RAF is to .. 
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~report on 
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:.local UFO 
] sighting 
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~· ~·: ·~g::i~~s~," ~~ r~~~~~~~ 
.. fied flying object at Broad

G) s tairs to the Min ist ry of 
.+) Defence. 
t:, Four residents saw the 
J.. unusual object in the clear 
;1 uight sky . 

Mrs . Sheelagh Norris. of 
"'Swinburne Avenue , 

~ 
described it as a slightly cur
ved object with five white 
lighu flashing . 

"I saw · an inexplicable 
~ object in the sky and I do not 

~ 
~ 

~ 
H 

know what it was . I have got 
an open mind on this as it is 
possible that it could have 
been an aircraft," she said. 

" I decided to report my 
sighting and was told that 
three other people had seen 
it. R.A.F . Manston could not 
idenWy tl)e object so they are 
sending the details to the 
Miniltry of Defence." · 

Probe 
• tnto 

UFO 
·~::! 
·~:.... 
::x: ;;; 

An investigation ill being 
bunched into an ·enonnous 
triangular - sbeped object 
seen recently in the sky· 
aboYe Welling. 
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The unldentUied ftylng 
object, was seen l:n the early 
hours by two men In a lorry 
when they stopped at wen
In' com~r traffie li&hts. 

They described It as an 
enormous black triangle 
emitting a V-s~ . bftm 
from the front and with 
other coloured tights under· 
n~lt. 

Researchers fro m t h e 
Br•tish UFO Reseercn Asso
ciation .are investigating the 
sighting, led by Acting 
National Investigation . Oo
ordlnabor Mrs Maunen Hall 
of Hell Road, Dartford. 

She said: "It 4s a Nre 
at.pe foe a UFO. One tnter
eettng thlnt ls tb&t I bad a 
pbone call from Cbeahln! 
atHNt 1JQIIneOfle who bed .en 
a .unuar delta shaped object 
Jeter tbe sam~ day. 

The WeW.il.e UFO was 
spotted on ~aey 11 by Mr 

~tt::n:·~~~: 
Mr Tony Nichols, :If, ol 
Plumstead. 

They first noticed a bright 
Wght in the : sky when 
driving from !!he EltMm 
st•e of Shooters lUll and 
tbougbt .it wu a weather 
blllloon. "It · wu enonDOUS 
-tt was Dllautve. I. ·lave 
been in a DClO wblch beld 

:r·s:~~r:r!ind · ~ =· 
tblng." 

They said it was probllbly 
half a mUe above them and 
a beam aame from two 
powerfu.l Uahts an the Cront 
of the cnft. 

1 
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Yellow light 
ruled out as 
UFO sighting 

.. SPECULATION that a mysterious yellow light seen 
S: travelling across the aky near Baslngstoke yesterday 

j
o was an Unidentified Flying ObJect has been discounted 

by nearby RAF Odiham. 

A spokesman for the airbase said that the lig ht . 
j which travelled horizontally above t he M3 motorway 
o for an estimated quarter-of-a -mile, was most prob · 
rf.l ably an ordinary aircraft . 

;

... "There is qu ite a bit of normal aircraft activity in 
. this area . We have a ircraft flying most of the day and 

into the night ," said the spokesma n . 

He added that the motorway and o ther major 
roads are used as navigation points for aircraft. 

"I would say it is most likely to be a no rmal 
aircraft." 

The light was seen at 
about 12 noon by a man 
and woman stand ing out
side a town centre estate 
agents. 

The man , who said he 
had served in the RAF and 
asked not to be named, 
said : " It was about 1,000 
feet up. I am convinced it 
was not an aircraft . The 
light was not flash ing ·and 
I can offer no explanat ion 
for it . It was possibly a 
UFO." 

BVEIIOO ECHO, South end • Eongland 
Jan. 23 • 1981 

Bus stop 
boys spot 
mystery 
in the sky 
THE bright. glowing diamond-shaped light 
moving fast across the morning sky looked 
like a real-life UFO when brotht:rs Andrew 
an d Gary Ree ves spottl:d it as they waited 
for their school bus. 

Andrew. II. saw the 111\Stcn li~ht l'irst. high above 
a hill in Clay Hill Road. · sa ~iidor1 . 

lk ,aid bt.:r : "I I<H,kcd up 
while \\e \\C:rc al the hus Sl•lP 
and 'a" thl> hnghl light in the 
sk\ . 1 ,tared :.tlll and s,t\1 ll "·" 
a glowing diamond shape. then 
I called Ga ry." 

(i;tr~ ,aid : " I l•>okcd up to 
"here ,\ndr.:" "a' P•linting. 
·\ l rir,t I thought it might he a 
"cat her h;tllo,ln .'hul I <.:hanged 
lll\ mind ht:ctusc: 11 " ·I' 

gl;ming so hrightl~ . 
" I told mum lo look up 

hc:.:ausc I thought it " ~' ; t 
uro. hut she wasn't real h 
hothcrcd - she \\;" lonkin~ 
r\)f \\llllt:lhing Ill her hag .·· 

(ian an<.! .\ n<.lrc\1 insl'l<:d 
lh .tl >he look up - and 1\lr~ 
Re~vcs . or Sunnedon. 
Basiloon . took one t!lant.:e at 
th~ hms ex ci ted r~tccs and 
l<lokco .' 

Imagination 
She said : "I Sa\\ a llash 

"hi c h dazzled me for a 
mo ment. When I looked again 
the sky ""s cmpl\ . 

"i\l fir>l I th ought it 1.1.as Ill\ 

imagination . hul tho: hoys sa1d 
the ohject h«<< suodcnl~ disap
rcared \\ ft h a !lash . 

" Wh a tever th~ ObJ~Cl is. it 
.:crtainl) made an impact on 
(i .tr) . He ~?s lrcmhling \\llh 
cx.:~tcmenl. 

(ian >aid : "I am t.:nnvim:co 
it \las a UFO. Some: or m• 
frtcnds d1dn 't hclic:vc m~ whe;, 
I told them and mv l~a ch.:r. 
r-1"' Kin)!'lon . -

" I o ion·l kc:l scare<.! . hut I 
'""all shakc:n and lremhlv . It 
\1 ;" a runny cxpcr icn.:c ... . 

H Ul l he h<l\ ,· orca Ill\ ol 
h;l\inc '""n .1 L' l-0 \\ e re ,hal 
lc:rcd . tud.t' h' fore<.: ;l\ lcr !\l r 
B iII (i.tl"' "l l h c: 
\k tcon,Jill!t.:al Oflic-c II<) ttl 

Hr a<.: kno:ll. ' Hcrks . 
llc "uo : "\\c do 'end lar~c 

haii<H'Il' up \\llh r;1dar l : 1r~cl ' 
1111 thcm fr,1111 tho: Shoc·hun 
''~ather ... t ~tliPil 

"As the tar~c:ls arc: dlamond 
'ihapcd . I "''uld sa) th" " 
ddin1t~lv "hal the h''" ,av. . 
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T o lig ts 
overed' 
the sky • 1n 

THE important 
thing to remember 
when discussing 
UFOs is that we are 
not necessarily 
thinking of visitors 
from other worlds . 

Maureen Hall told me 
that early on in my inter· 
view with her at her 
home In Dartford . 

Mrs Hall Is a pleasant 
woman with a lively 
sense of humour who 
gives the Impression of 
calm, rather than the air 
of nervousness I ex· 
peeled to find at my first 
meeting with someone 
Involved with UFOs. 

Oblects 
The modern trend oe

lng to categorise people, 
1t Is the lot of those who 
concern themselves with 
such phenomena to be 
tarred with the epithet 
"loony." 

As long ago as the mid 
16th Century, the 
memorably named Pole , 
Copernicus. was causing 
a stir with his theory that 
the Earth was not the 
centre of the universe 
and revolved with the 
other planets around the 
sun . 

His followers wPre 
burned at the stake by in· 
dlgnant Popes; and 
purists w11l no doubt 
want to do that to me for 
mlxmg astronomy with 
UFOs but I do so merely 
to show that opinions 
change as learning ad
vances . 

Mrs Hall has recently 
been made National In
vestigative Co-ordinator 
of the British UFO 
Research Association, a 
prominent group , and 
has also been elected to 
the board of BUFORA , 
which has become a 
limited company . 

Her involvement with 
UFO's was forced upon 
her when she was in her 
teens . 

She saw two objects, a 
cigar shape and 
pulsating lights. within 
two weeks but she d;dn't 
follow up the sightlngs . 

"In those days I was 
only interested In boys 
and dances." she said . 

Then four years ago , 
while on duty In the part· 
time pollee service at 
Dartford, she saw 
something else which 
could not be explained 
away as an aircraft or 
heavenly body . 

Mrs Hall descnbed 
how . with another pollee 
officer, she watched as 
two orange lights 
manouvered at treetop 
height - one hovering 
whUe the other caught 
up , and then movmg off 
together, mak1ng no 
sound 

This was rPportcd and 
she receivPd a sighting 
form from BUFORA v1a 
the now defunct North 
West Kent UFO Soc1ety . 

The form had a sec tion 
to be filled In by those 
wanting to know more, 
and eventually Mrs Hall 
became an Investigator . 

abS:U~ t~e ~~:!e a:gn:~~ 
mlts that many people 
fill In the form In the first 
flush of excltemet after 
seeing something they 
can ' t explain and then, 
when nothing earth shat
tering happens, their In· 
terest wanes . 

There are no actual 
qualifications required 
by BUFORA and, as yet. 
a period as an in
vestigator brings with It 

~r1~~~l!l~~t~~!· {~s~!~ : 
die cases if you stick at 
lt . 
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THE number of cuttings in newspaper 
libraries up and down the country which tell 
of odd lights In the night sky and in
credulous witnesses would fill a large UFO. 
And for every such report there will probably 
be four or five different explanations ac
counting for it. 

The nature of UFO business is such that 
sightings are open to all kinds of theories 
and it seems relatively easy to put up an 
argument for or against some kind of aerial 
phenomena. 

In a series of features starting today, 
NEIL CLEMENTS looks at the UFO issue 
and talks to some of those involved - the 
witnesses and the investigators. The UFO 
Probe begins with an interview with 
Maureen Hall of Dartford, who has 'risen to 
the post of national investigator for a 
leading UFO organisation. 

llltllllllllltltiUi iltllllllllllllllltiiiiiHIItlllllll tlll lllll lllltllll l lllllllltlltllllttiiiiiiiiiiiiOII !IIIItlll llll ll l 

Baste courses In sub
jects such as 
meteorology are offered 
as an ald . 

Gnomes 
Mrs Hall progressed 

from local to regional In · 
vestlgatlon and now 
holds the brief for nation
wide follow -ups. 

" It anyone had told me 
four years ago I would be 
doing this I would never 
have believed them . 
UFOs have changed my 
life ." she declared. 

The workload has 
steadily increased untu 
she now spends about 40 
hours a week on 
BUFORA business . 

A spare bedroom at 
her flat In Hall Road Is to 
be f1tted out as an office 
so that she can tue the 
reams of reports, 
manuals and magazines 
which come with the job 
which has Involved four 
cases a week . 

Her first husband was 
In the RAF and she says 
she became familiar 
with aircraft and during 
his various tours of duty 
- knowledge which now 
has Its worth . 

Michael , her sec "''d 
husband is not 
dismissive of his wife's 
work, as I expected . He 
says he has also seen a 
UFO - It was blacker 
than the night sky and 
had lights along Its oval 
perimeter . 

They both attend inter· 
views with witnesses and 
during my Interview 
with Mrs Hall, Michael 
tackled a telephone 
query from a north coun
try Investigator . 

Before her Interview 
with the Post , Mrs Hall 
had been going through a 
crisis of beliefs, ques
tioning the point of her 
endeavours . 

"I used to have some 
way out Ideas and 
theories four years ago , 
such as UFOs under the 
sea but now , I don't 
know . 

"I began to think 
UFOs could be inven· 
tlons of the mind like 
werewolves or gnomes, 
but when I get a call like 
the one I had recently 
my doubts disappear." 
she said. 

A few days before I 

visited Mrs Hall she 
received a call from a 
man who works in televi· 
sion and lives in Kent 
who had a very close en
counter of the second 
kind - face to face with 
a UFO . 

He got hl'r name from 
his local Citizen's Advice 
Bureau and telephoned 
because he said he 
wanted to record what he 
had seen . 

An account of her In· 
terview with the televi
sion '>~. riter will be given 
in the next feature In the 
UFO Probe series. 

Mrs Hall makes it 
clear that investigators 
cannot afford to have fix· 
ed Ideas on the nature of 
the objects they are call
ed on to catalogue. 

One case, reported In 
the Post , Involved a 
family who claimed to 
have seen a flying object 
regularly for several 
days . 

They drew an 
elaborate outline of the 
mysterious "craft", but 
it turned out that the 
family had been witness
Ing the path of Venus 
across the sky . 

World figures for UFO 
slghtings suggest that 95 
per cent of cases can be 
attributed to either man
made objects or natural 
phenomena . 

· As tor the other five 
per cent, which Includes 
actual meetings with 
"aliens", there can ben<:' 
concrete answer. 

Challenge 
Mrs Hall says she was 

once visited by an earthl 
Ing from the the Ministry 
of Defence after In
vestigating a case In· 
volvlng dark hexagonal 
shapes near Chingford in 
Essex . 

"He told me In a polite 
way to drop it - and I 
did ," she said . 

Tomorrow ' s case 
featuring the television 
writer involves a similar 
shape. 

Mrs Hall has Issued a 
challenge to the 
authorities to come clean 
on UFOs . 

"If anybody will say 
these are military 
devices we will drop our 
Investigations, but until 
then we will continue 
because there may be 
the possibility that we 
are being visited by so
meone from another 
place In space or tim~." 
she said . 

HOWDENSHIRE GAZETTE, 
Yorkshire, England 

Feb. 20, 1981 
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8yNEIL 
CLEMENTS 

DURING my inter
view with Mrs Hall 
she revealed that 
she had recently 
taken a call from a 
man who wanted to 
reporta sighting. 

·After hearing a. brief 
•ynopsi• of the case I ar
ranged to join her when she 
visited him for an Interview 
and one evening we both 
travelled lo his home In Ker\t 
where he told his story . 

Peter Langridge, a televi
sion scriptwriter whose 
work has Included The Two 
Ronnles and Not the Nine 
O'Clock News, said he saw 
the cran ori Friday January 
2 in the early evening aner 
returning from a family 
gathering In West Sussex . 

Stars 
He was travelling In his 

MGB GT with his 15-year-old 
son, Nell who he described 
as "the world's worst map 
reader." 

They were soon losi. near 
Petworth and found 
themselves traveling along 
a narrow, winding lane 
bordered with high hedges 
near the A2.72 . 

Rounding yet another 
bend, Peter Langridge saw 
an object In the sky straddl· 
lng the road at a hlght he 
estimated at "one and a half 
telegraph poles. • · 

"At first I thought It was 
one of those hydraulic 
cranes they use for mending 
street lamps but at the same 
time I realised It couldn't 
be ." 

There were no street 
lamps or houses anywhere 
near the lane and It was dark 
but the night sky was bright 
and clear with stars . 

"I stopped the car and 
said to my son : "Just look 
out the back window and tell 
me what you see. There Is 

• 1n 

TOP UFO itwestigator Maureen Hail 
featured last night in the first part of a Post 
UFO Probe, has ·handled about i5D cases. In 
part two of th~ series, a witness In a recent 
case, one of Mrs Hall's most exciting, gives 
his account ~a close encounter in a quiet 
country lane.· 

something In the sky behind 
us and It's got lights on," 

Nell confirmed that there 
was something there, and 
Peter said: "I thtr.lt It's a 
flying saucer. I'm going to 
have a look." 

He ignored his son's plea 
to refrain and got out. Nell 
could -not folow because his 
passenger door was hard 
against the hedge. . 

Pe~~ertol':; :r~ ~~rv~':i 
when he got out of the car his 
feelings were frtendly 
towards the object hovering 
above the road, 

"The thing was dark but a 
deeper dark than the night 
and It had lights around It -
they were yellow and 
created a haze rather than a 
beam, rather like disco 
lights." 

He described the outline of 
the craft as resembling two 
50p pieces one above the 
other and connected by In
ward Cl!rvlng panels. 

As It hovered It appeared 
to be reverberating. 

The word he used to 
describe the effect was 
"purring," but there was no 
audible sound coming from 
ll. 

"When I got there I was 
suddenly Incredibly 
frightened, panic stricken ." 

He moved back to the car 
and his son said : "I think we 
should go." 

Peter looked back and saw 
the object was still in the air , 
although it had shifted 
slightly to one side. He was 
then distracted by a passing 
car but looked up to see the 
mysterious shape going 
away. 

Peter told Mrs Hall that 
moving away was rtOt really 
the right descrlptloo for the 

object "faded out" gradual 
ly from one end "as though tt 
was being erased." 

At the end of his story . 
before. Mrs Hall began filling 
out forms and askin g 
specific questions, · Peter 
said: "It was the most 
amazing thing. 

"I do a strange job for a 
living and I am not e&ally 
Impressed any more. 

"My whole family works 

~~et~~~~~~~~da:.'e~!!r:~ ~i 
thing. 

"It wu a very real · ex
perience for both my 110n and 
I. The panic feeling that 1 
had was very frightening but 
I also had a sort of feeling 
that there was a purpose to 
what hapened." 

Peter told me he felt he 
could have -reached the ob· 
jeet with the beam of a torch 
If he had had one with him . 

"I very seldom have a 
feeling of panic but I felt out 
of my depth , Incredibly 
small and very lonely." 

For detailed queatlom 
Mrs Hall . disclosed she 
would be using a form called 
an R2, set aside for cases 
where there seems to have 
been some kind of 
psychological effect. 

Hours 
She did this because 

neither Peter nor his son 
Nell remembered the Inc! 
dent by the time they reach· 
ed home some time later. 

Peter described both 
himself and his son as "gar
rulous" and "great com 
municators" but told Mr~ 
Hall that neither of them 
discussed what they II&W 
during the return journey. 

Only much later did a 
chance mention of 
something in conversation 
remind Peter of his en· 
counter and h1s son had also 
fatled to mention the ex · 
perlence to anyone else. he 
said . 

Mrs Hall Is also still con
cerned that Peter could not 
remember the time scale of 
that evening's events and 
that he took some three 
hours to cover what should 
have been a one and a hall 
hour drive - even accoun 
ting for the unintentional 
detours . 

She wants to see Peter 
Langridge again and ls con 
sidering using a hypnotist In 
an effort to lind what she 
thinks could be missing 
evidence - maybe of a close 
encounter of the third kind. 
• In the third part of the 
Post's UFO Probe, Nell 
Clements lakes a look a t th~ 
official line on the subject o: 
myste ry objects in British 
airlipac:~ . 
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Experts' 
SGU·Cer 
watch 

THERE is really 
nothing to be gained 
by taking a sensa
tional approach to 
the question of 
unidentified flying 
objects, apart from 
a few million 
dollars at the box 
office. 

The official line expressed 
for the sake of those like me 
wllo bother the Ministry of 
Defence Air Force press 
desk wl&h Inquiries Ia 
decidedly unsen..atlonal. 

Of course, what we all 
wa11t to lutow Is: Does tbe 
MoD Investigate UFOs~ 

In the · late 80!11, Robert 
Chapman. tbe sclen~:e cor
respondent of the Dally Ex
press, wrote a book caUed 
UFO - Flying Saucers Over 
Britain! In which he rt'veal
ed tbat tbere was a depart
ment, albeit secretarial , 
wltllln the MoD which handl 
ed reports and followed 
tllem up wltb " a great deal 
of care." 

Mr Chapman Included a 
breakdown of 808 cases 
reponed up to 1961, of which 
88 remained unexplained. 

In 1978, around tbe time of 
Close Encounters of the 

:~:e~~n~:~n::. ::~ ~~·6 
stories In a big way and 
revealed the name of the 
secretarial department as 
S4f (Air ). 

The MoD spokesman who 
dealt with me said the 
department was now called 
DS8. 

No statistical breakdown 
of reports received was 
available , he added . 

Meaning 
He .aid that 99.9 per cent 

of DS8's work Involved pro
cessing public complaints 
about low fly i n~t aircraft 
noise and suchlike matters. 

Yes, he said, the depart
ment did handle UFO 
reports but no, the fac t that 
reports are received and 
processed did not amount to 
feCOJtDitlon that there was a 
phenomenon. 

The spokesman said the 
term UFO neJ:'ates any such 
classification by Its very 
meanin~t - the objects are 
unidentified. 

The MoD 's Interest Is 
puftly In national security. 

"We do not Investigate 
IJFO reports . We receive 
reports from the pollee and 
we look at them to ...,e If they 
llave any bearlnJI( on na
tional defence, " he said. 

The Air Force source said 
ao cases have ever had a 
bearlnJI( on national se.-urlty. 

He also said any Inter . 
views as•oclated with 
reports would be handled by 
the local pollee. 

Two people Involved with 
l 'FO lnvestiJ:'&tion contacted 
by me for the Po11t's t :t' O 
sPrles have spoken, ln . 
depeJMiently, of.-.- where 

SO FAR in the Post's UFO Probe NEIL 
CLEMENTS has interviewed • top in
vestigator and sat in on the examination of a 
recent " close encounter" case. Today the 
series continues with a look at the way the 
officials handle the subject in Britain. 

members of the public who 1 was al110 unallle to get 
have reported a sl~thtinJI( any figure on the namller of 
have been visited by ••of - reports ma4e In a glvett 
flclals " said to be from period . 
Government departments. One of my colleagues ... , . 

Mrs Hall, the national In- 1ested Ulat 1 coul4n't sped 
vest11ator fea&u"'d In Mon- to the man lteeause he is 
day 's Post also clalme4 that nine teet tall aad green, but 
she was warned off a case Uaat was just a joke. 
abe was lnvestlgatlnJI( and - so apparently, tbe only 
that an "official" visited her way reports 1et throu1h Is If 
at her home in Dar1ford. they are made to a pelice 

Those Interested In UFOa statio11. U Is clear tbat many 
claim that the fad that ob- are not. 
jeets are detected which For eompartson's sake I 
cannot be explained away as ran1 Essex pollee HQ to see 
aircraft, weather balloons or bow they baodle UFO 
beavenly bodies must also sl&htings. 
be of concern ·to those In- I was told that the mlll•ry 
terested In national defence. air traffic control at West 

There Is a lobby in this Drayton are notified , aton1 
country ·, with a rather with the MoD and a civlllan 
unorganlsed voice, which UFO Investigator, Bill Eden, 
•eeks to encourage the ofChelmsford. 
Government to make a clean . This UFO procedure Is a 
breast of all it knows. &eneral duty and not one 

A UFO Investigator for penon's specific job within 
BUFORA, Mark Underwood · the Essex force . .aid the 
o f Frlndsbury, tried to spokesman. 
organise a petition to brin& The Essex U F 0 In
tbi• about but was dislllu - vestiga&on have a relaUon
sloned by the fact that one ship with the pollee envied 
British UFO group handed by their counterparts in 
In a petition without organls- Kent who have no arrange
In& proper puhllelty and ment with tbe pollee. 
nothing was ~tained. Mr Eden receives calls 

from pollee stations all over 
Essex and says he knows of 
ether Investigators who 
have been turned out In the 
early hours of the morning 
to look at objects reponed 
by pollee. 

Green 
Mark Underwood, like 

many others in scattered 
UFO groups tbruughout tbe 
world would like to see 
~:"realer uniformity and eo
ordination on a scientific 
basis of all their efforts. 

As to the official 
machinery for gatherinJ:' In 
formation , on the surface 
this seems to rely in Britain 
on the pollee. 

If you see somethln~:" you 

~~k m:o;t~!11oryo"~~or:~~ 
police station where you 
should be Invited to fill In a 
form . 

According to a spokesman 
at the Ke nt County Con
stabulary HQ In Malds&one, 
all Kent's reports arrive on 
tbe desk of on e man, a 
civilian with tbe title of War
ning and Monitoring Officer. 

This sounds sinister but he 
Is In fact part of the UK War
nlnJI( .and Monitoring Ser
vice, which Is a Government 
civil def .. nce organisation. 

The Home Office knew of 
no connection between the 
service and l lt ' Os when I 
asked, and I was told by the 

ru~~c: :::::~~~~.:;~~!~~:! 
the warning officer in Kent. 

At the time of going to 
press, and after several at
tempts to find out, I have not 
been told where the reports 
rec.,lved from the various 
Kent pollee stations end up 
once they have been collated 
at headquarten. 

He says he is confident 
that most of the Information 
In reports made to the pollee 
actually reaches him . 

As far as access to In 
formation Is concerned, 
British UFO Investigators 
will probably never reach 
the dizzy heights attained by 
tbe Ground Saucer Watch in 
America who sued the CIA 
for withhold In~:" Information. 

But there Is no doubt that 
Ulls &ripping subject will 
continue to be pursued In an 
lnere aslnJI(Iy professlenal 
manner by those civilians on 
the ground who keep an eye 
on the heavens. 

Meanwhile, the man at the 
ministry will continue to tl'll 
Inquisitors : "The official 
MoD line is that we don't 
dispute th~ possibility of in 
teiiiJ:'ent life existing In other 
parts of the universe but no 
one has come up with proof 
that It exists . 

"If proof were to be 
presented, Uke any responsi
ble Government, we woul4 
look at it." 

CR: B. Taylor 

Snap! UFO 
spotted at 

Misson 
Evening Post . Reporter 

Schoolboy Steven Emsley hos been seeing things 
-but there's nothing wrong with his eyes, or his 
camera for that rnatter ! 

Thr sharp-eyed 14-year-ol,t 
snapped a picture · of ·~ 
UFO· whleh just hap))ent!d 
to ~r passing over Mlsson 
a~ tea-time on Monday. 

Steven: a pupil , of Hayfield 
Comprehensive S c h o o'l, 
u.-ar Finnlnglcy, was 
•tult•· sccpllcal about 
liFO 's hut now hr Maya 
he '~ .-hanced hi' mind, 

" II waH an a.eetdenl, rjlaO)'," 
says Stf':ven. ' 

" I was . just walking past 
tht• llvt~c . room 'rind ow 
wlwn I ·saw . 8oml'IIUna 
ovt•rhead. I thought it Wll 
a pilUle, all .It wa• abuu~ 
1 h«' ~h:r or • Jtaht ~~ 
craft." 

!b!~M MYI Jt. Wit ~JWWI,Ill 
slowly when ' he took his 
picture wJth an Instant 
camera. 

Hovered· 
"It kept on moylng : 1UltU 

it got to just above the 
telegraph wires where it 
hovtred for about live 
minutes and then lt 
moved ofJ very f~." 

Now, Steven, of Willow Cot. 
tage, High Street, · Mlsson, 
Intends to pass t. on . his 
Intriguing photo of a flY· 
lng saucer . to officials at 
RAF Flnnlngley for 
Investigation. 

A spokesmaD at RAF Fin· 
nlngley said he had not 
recel\'ed any other reports 
of slg)ltlngs, and he 
would be glad to hear 
from Steven. 

"It will be passed on for
lnvestlratloo In the nor• 
mal way, ... the spok~smaa 
said. 

~fr. Tony Storey, .. wbo .Is 
headmuter · at · ~ayfleld 
CoaprebeJislve 1ay1: ··•I 
tbtJik 'flletoe · must k · • · 
naturit~xpl~~~ti:~ .. 

But tbe·<plft'l'Re· (~~et~l't '.bete). 
taken by a 14-year..old 
hoy, Is t!Uougb to mak~ 
any one wonder If we 
arr being watched alter 
all! 

TRANSLATIONS 
BRAZIL- Credit: Irene Granchi 

1) City and country of incident: Jacarepagu~, Brazil 
2) Date of incident: Late January, 1981 
J) Name of paper and date of clip: 0 GLOBO, February 10, 1981 
4) City and country of newspaper: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

"Coluna do Carlos Swann" 

About fifteen days ago, that is bet·,.reen the 26th and the J 1st Jan. - at da.,.,.n, 
the Air Force base at Santa Cruz seems to have been put on red alert (unoffic
ially, this did happe:~) because of the presenc e of UFOs in the region of J aca
repagu~- this fact was registered by its radar system (this 'carioca' - Rio de 
Janeiro - base is in charge, among others , for the aerial defence of the ~Jation) . 
The alert also caused t he observation system of the civil airport of Jacarepagu5 
to enter into action. This was not the first time that F-5 fighters ;.rere scram
bled from Rio to intercept UFOs. 

Obviously the subject was oointained classified by Air Force authorities and will 
certainly be denied by t hem, as is the custom. In true fact, for some years hence , 
the Brazilian Air Force has been seriously preoccupied with the UFO problem in 
Brazilian territory, so much so that it oointains a (secret) department to examine 
suc h cases as come to its knowledge. The captains of civil aviation, moreover, 
must always notify, in classified reports, the appearance of any identifiable or 
unidentifiable objects on their routes. The Mirages from the Anapolis base are 
&lways on the alert as well in the eventuality of an UFO appearing, in case they 
are detected by their radar-system and visually confirmed by commercial craft. 
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MYSTERY CRAFT . lOOPED 
LATE at night a Dor-

. set housewife sud
denly remembered she 
had left washing out 
on the line. 

Leaving her husband 
watching TV, she stepped 
out into the back garden 
-and became transfixed 
with fear. 

For on that night , Apri l 3, 
1978 Mrs Ethel Field was to 
become yet another witness to 
upset the claims of top 
scientists that UFOs do not 
exist. 

Humming ·noise 
Ethel saw a spacecraft manned 

by silver-clad men hover over the 
garden of her Packstone home, 
flooding it with l ight. Two crewmen 
stared unwavering down at her. 

"I stood rooted to the spot," 
Ethel, now 65, told ·• The Weekly 
News." "The UFO was oval-shaped 
and the size of a double-decke r bus. 

" It was a dark grey colour but 
the lower half was bathed in a 
bluish light. There was a large 
dome on top. · 

"The roar of the thing di ed into 
a humming noise like a vacuum 
cleaner but I could feel the ground 
vibrat ing und er my f rd. 

1' It m oved towards me 
and I found I j.,~t cou ldn't 
budge at all . Then from 
underneath the craft r~me 
b r iII ian t multi -coloured 
lights which lit up the entire 
garden. 

!'To my horror 1 saw two 
figures inside the dilnH•. 
They were both clad in a 
silver-coloured uniform and 
wore t·ight-fitting hel mets, 
like caps. 

Frightened 
"What was most unn erv· 

ing was the fact I could not 
move my legs. One of the 
men was looking ri ght at me 
a n d I be c a me . very 
frightened . 

"Strangely, the moment 
he took his eyes of f me I 
could move . I turned and 
r;~n up the garden path 
towards the house. 

"A s I was running I 
turned in time to sec the 
huge thing coming after 
me. But at the last moment 
it zoomed up over the 
house at an incredible 
speed. And all the lights 
on the craft went out. 

•· I ran into the house, told 
my husband what I had seen 
and urged him to come ou t 
and see if he could spot the 
craft in the air . 

•• He refused and laughed . 
He thought I wns joking 

·although he did say the 
television had gone hayw ire 
and the dog had barked 
furiou sly after I'd gone out 
to pick up the washing . • 

"Because mv hu sband 
laughed at me I didn't phone 
the police to tell them of my 
fearful experience. I didn't 
want them thinking I was 
c ra zy. 

"But I was very relieved 
to read in the pJpers that 
coastguards in Bournemouth 
h ad reported seeing an oval
shaped UFO mov ing out to 
sea at great speed o n the 
same n ight it had hovered 
over my g~rden . "· 

Orange glow. 
The British UFO Research 

A ~sociation agree Mrs Field 
had see n something which 
could not be logically ex
plained away. 

!' T h e humming noise 
com ing from the UFO. the 
fact that the Fields' TV had 

Amazing eye - -witness 
stories that challenge 
experts who deny the 

existence of alien 
spacecraft 

gone haywire, all point 
towards the th eory that 
UFOs are powered by some 
electro-magnetic force," said 
Norman Oliver, spokesman 
for BUFOHA . 

"Mrs Field's desc ription 
of the UFO and the size of 
the craft, the silver-clad 
figure s inside it, tallies with 
~ightings from other parts of 
Britain. 

"Perhaps the most amaz· 
ing case was that of Mrs 
Joyce Bowles who, along 
with a close friend, apparent 
ly had two encounters with 
men from outer space," said 
Norman Oliver. 

Around 9 ·p .m. on Novem
ber 14 J97(i, Joyce Bowles 
and 'a family friend 
Ted . Pra tt, were driving 
home from Win ohester to 
Chi I comb in Hampshire, 
vvhen they · saw an orange 
glow in the sky. 

Then something seemed 
to lift the car off the 
road and move it sideways 
on to the grass verge 
bordering the narrow lane 
they were in. 

But more unnerving 
things were to follow. In 
front of them was a glowing 
cigar-shaped object hovering 
about a foot off the ground. 

Collapsed 
It was about 16 feet long 

with a cockpit and windows. 
And through the windows 
they could see three men 
wea·ring silver jump sui.ts. 

A s J o y c e and Ted 
watched in utter 
amazement, one of the men , 
very tall with Jon~ fair hair 
down to his shoulders, 
stepped out of the craft. 

The man wal.ked towards 
the car with very long 
strides indeed. And as he 
w a I k e d a high-pitched 

whistling noise seemed to 
come from him. 

The alien put his head 
t h rough the open car 
window. Mrs Bowles, now 
naturally terrified, noticed 
the m:t n had very pale white 
sk in and p ink eyes with 
hardly any iris showi ng. 

For J oyce it was too 
much. She collapsed in 
hysterics. 

The man from space 
withdrew his head, walked 
to the rear of the car and 
disappeared. Almost at the 
~arne time the strange cigar· 
shaped UFO vanished. • 

Ted and Joyce's terrifying 
experience had lasted barely 
five m inutes but it seemed a 
life-time . 

Frightened, they hurried 
home and reported · the 
incident to the police, who 
had received other calls 
f r o m motorists claiming 
they had seen a UFO flying 
low over the Winchester by· 
pass. 

More terror 
The shock brought Mrs 

l3owles out in a rash and 
she could not eat for three 
days. 

But more terror was to 
come to Mrs Bowles and her 
friend. 

About six weeks later at 
around 7 p.m. on December 
30 they drove off to ge-t 
some petrol. 

On the way back they 
were apprehensive when an 
orange glow lit up the sky. 

Suddenly the car began to 
shudde r and swerve from 

side to side. A high -pitched 
whistling noise was heard . 

Next moment they found 
themselves s t<Jnding bes.ide 
their Mini . .. in n dome
shaped room . And facin .!! 
them were the three men 
they hnd seen o n their 
previous encou nt e r. 

The man with the long 
stride stt:>pped forward nnd 
startled Joyce :t nd Ted by 
speaking in broken English. 
"We ;ue not ho~ti le towards 
vou" 
• J~yce not ice d o n one side 
of the dom e \\·a s a control 
desk w it h mul t i-coloured 
flash ing li gh t> . On the walls 
were stran;2e chart~ of 
circles nntl lines. 

One of the aliens talked 
to Ted but in a language he 
didn't understand. 

T he next thing Mrs 
Bowlt's recalled wa~ heing 
back in the car with 
bright lights ~hining 
th rout!h the window. 
Head lights from other 
cars. 

But the odd thing w11s 
their c;~r wa s parked beside 
a river outside Winchester. 
And on the other side of 
the town fr om where they 
had la s t been driv ing. 

Silver craft 
An o the r !-.pine-chi lling 

UFO encounter occurred in 
\Vest Lo thi;~n on Novrmher 
9
· }~;~ter Bob Taylor had 

heen wnrkinl( alone in the 
forwt at. ~chmont Hilt. 
Around 10 a.m. he 1 uundLJ 
a path in the for~st and was 
confronted by a silvN craft 
in the shape of a toy 
spinning top. 

T he craft was Manding 
In a clearing and ~eemed 
t o be supportl'd on narrow 
r ails. There was no sign 
of Jil'e. 

A s h e w a t c h c d in 
amazenll~ nt, tw o IJ ;tlb, each 
about a yard in diameter, 
shot out from the cr;~ft . 
They bru~h~d pa ~t him :.nd 
thudded to the ground . 

Bob staggered anu col
I apse d as a si,ken ing, 
powerful smell C<tllle fro m 
the objects. He lapsed into 
unconsciousness. 

When he came 10 h;tlf an 
hour later there was no sign 
of the cra.ft. The clearing 
was empty but he did see a 
pattern of deep triangular 
marks in the earth. 

Raised alarm 
The forester managed to 

reach his van but was so 
shocked he w.1s unable to 
drive it. Instead he stag
gered the m ile or so to his 
home in Livingst on. 

Where the objects had 
brushed against him . there 
were neat , identic;~! tears 
near the pockets of the 
trousers . 

After hearing the weird 
story, Bob's boss raised the 
alarm. He knew Bob. was a 
q uiet, level-headed man. 

The police rushed to 
the forest clearing where 

·the craft had been seen 
by the forester and fo und 
d istinct tr iangular marks 
in the earth. 
"This is certa in tv a case 

where we have a sighting of 
a UFO on the ground . Yet 
another sighting which can · 
not be Jogical'y expbin ed ." 
said Mr Norman Oliver o f 
13UFORA. 
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Some work t o protect 
beings called monsters 

(Editor's Note: Joseph W. Zar
%)'rulkl, of Wilton, N.Y., bills himself 
u a lake monster Investigator and 
researcher, a professional lecturer, 
writer and educator. He Is a 
member of several organizations 
which Investigate reported 
phenom~na such as L~ke 
Champlain's Champ.) 

By JOSEPH W. ZARZYNSKI 
What if the Loch Ness monster, 

Lake Champlain monster, Bigfoot, 
Yeti, or one or the many other 
monsters reported worldwide were 
suddenly proven to exist? 

Many investigators and resear
chers in the field of cryptozoology 
(the study and search for uniden
tified Jiving animals) have un
covered a wealth of information to 
suggest that these and other 
unknown animals may indeed in
habit part's of our vast planet. 

Yet, very little has been done to 
safeguard these creatures. Because 
of the publicity <lttributing 
monstrous qualities to these 
unknown animals, they arc more 
apt to become victims of hunters, 
thrill seekers, the effects of un
controlled pollution or any of the 
other equally dangerous man-made 
perils. 

Nonetheless, some inroads have 
recently been made toward 
recognizing the need to protect such 
monsters that are "damned" by 
much of the scientific community. 

Take for example the Champ 
creatures , the serpent-like beasties 
of Lake Champlain. Recently, these 
denizens of Lake Champlain 's dep
ths were granted protection by one 
small commun ity along the shores 
of the 109-mile-long Jake. 

On Oct. 6, the Port Henry Village 
Board of Trustees passed a resolu
tion that gave the Champ creatures 
limited protection. At the village 
board meeting, the ·topie of Champ 
protection was brought before the 
board and passed unanimously. 

The resolution , in part, said that 
"all the waters of Lake Champlain 
which adjoin the village of Port 
Henry are hereby declared to be off 
limits to anyone who would in any 
way, harm, harass, or destroy the 
Lake Champlain sea monsters." 

Some members of the scientific 
establishment doubt the existence 
of such creatures as sea se rpents or 
Bigfoot-type primates. 

However, one can counter this 
bulwark of skepticism by citing 
evidence _like the discovery of the 
aorilla and giant pa,nda during the 
lltst half or tbe lOth cent.u ry. 

Until 1912, science refuted the ex
istence of giant li za rds on an island 
in 'the southeastern Indian Ocean . 
Today, knowledge of the Komodo 
dragon (Varanus Komodoensis) 
which grows to lengths of more than 
10 fe et would be universally ac
cepted. 

One prehistoric fish, the 
coelacanth, was thought to be ex
tinct for some 65 million years until 
one was caught by fishermen off 
south e rn Africa. Still, very little has 
been done to pursue avenues to 
establish protection for mythical 
creatures that may indeed exist. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service 
within the United States Depart
ment of the Interior maintains that 
"long-term federal protection of 
Nessie or Bigfoot would basically be 
a matter of following the same 
regulatory mechanisms already us
ed in protecting whooping cran~s. 
and tigers." That mechanism is be 
the Endangered Species Act, which 
become n fedcr:lllnw in 1973. 

1\llhough thi s instrument has 
wor·kcd suc cess fully to pr·otect hun
dreds of threatened and endangered 
species. it has been a cumbersome 
device for investigators anxious to 
protect Nessie- and Bigfoot-type 
creatures . 

Several steps or actions must be 
made before a species r eceives pro· 
tection under the Endangered 
Species Act. First. a formal descrip
tion of the species and its naming 
must he made through publication 
in a recognized scientific journal or 
magazine. 

Next, the governor of the state in 
which the species was found would 
be contac ted. After that the 
Secretary of the Interior could then 
grant emergency 240-day protec
tion . 

Within that time, both federal and 
state officials would move to "make 
a formal determination as to 
whether the species should be af
forded endangered or threatened 
status ." 

A representative from the Fish 
and Wildlife Service addressed this 
issue and was quoted as saying: 
"Under normal situations we must 
know a great deal about a species 
before we Jist it. How big is the 
population? Does it occur anywhere 
else? Is the population in danger of 
decline? Is its habitat secure? ls the 
species being exploited? What is its 
reproductive rate? Obviously. if a 
Bigfoot really were found we could 
usc emergency provisions of the Act 
to protect it immediately. But for 
the record, I seriouo;ly doubt 
whether such a creature ~really does 
ex•st." 

Possibly a far better_ route to in
sure safety for unexplained 
creatures is not through federal 
means, but by state or local action. 
In 1969 Skamania County in the 
state of Washington passed Or
dinance No. 69-0l. This piece of 
paper· made it a crime punishable 
by a $10,000 fine and/or imprison
ment in the county jail for up to 5 
years for "any premeditated, 
willful and wanton s laying of such 
creature." The creature in question 
is Bigfoot. 

Dr. Roy P. Mackal in his book, 
"Searching for Hidden Animals." 
published in I 980, tells of the history 
of the -White River monster in 
Arkansas. Sightings of Whitey, the 
aquatic monster of the White River, 
were so persistent around Newport, 
A1·k., that protective measures were 
taken to secure Jts safety. 

Mackal writes: "The culmination 
to th'e 'White River monster was that 
enough serious citizens petitioned 
the Newport City Uoard of Uircctors 
to declare that portion of White 
River udjacent to the Jacksonport 
State Park a "White River Moster 
Refuge and Sactuary." 

This idea received wide support 
resulting in the passage of a resolu
tion to the effect by the Arkansas 
Senate in 1973. This resolution made 
it illegal to "molest, kill, trample, or 
harm the White River Monster 
while he is in the retreat." 

The need to give protection to 
these "unknowns" must seriously 
be considered if for the only reason 
that their protective status will act 
to deter people from lashing out in a 
destructive manner to destroy these 
creatures. 

One of the motivating factors in 
the Port Henry decision to give 
Champ protection was the report of 
rifle shots being fired at what was 
thought to be a Champ sea monster. 
A person with . a rifle could fire at a 
swimmer or a diver mistaking their 
body form for the sinuous motion of 
the monsters. The Port Henry 
resolution will act to dissuade such 
action. 

Port Henry has set a precedent in 
beginning the process for granting 
preservation for the Champ, 
c rea t u res across a II Lake' 
Champlain. The more than 100 
sightings of Champ are evidence 
enough to label majestic Lake 
Champlain as "America's Loch 
Ness." Their record plays a major 
role in the bountiful chronicles of 
historic Champlain Valley. At least 
one lakeside community recognizes 
this and acted to "adopt" its legen
dary beasts by granting C..hem sanc
tua•1· 
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Nessies Live On N ectar 
By HUGH A. MULLIGAN 
AP Special Correspondeat 

BRUNSWICK, Ga. (AP) - 1 

know not what nectars the na
tives of these lovely Georgia 
coastal marshes have been n~ 
ping of late, but there have 
been sightings of a giant sea 
serpent along the lines of the 
Loch Ness monster in the Alta
maha River. 

Having devoted considerable 
time as a foreign correspondent 
in pursuit of Scotland's elusive 
Nessie, including many eve
nings in the public rooms of the 
Drumnadrochit Hotel where it 
all happens in the Highlands, 1 
t.ake a scholarly interest in 
monster sightings. 

Georgia's giant sludge or 
whatever it is differs from 
Scotland's slithering beastie in 
that people actually claim to 

have seen it. Around the shores 
of Loch Ness, you only meet 
people who know people who 
have seen Nessie, like Father 
Aloysius, the prior of the Ben
edictine monastery on the west 
shore of the loch who has writ
ten a book on the monster. 

Georgia, 'On the other hand, 
offers at least three first-hand 
witnesses to the Altamaha Riv
er monster and a fourth who 
saw the wake it left in the riv
er. 

Former newspaper publisher 
Larry Gwin, who lives on the 
banks of the river, reported be 
was eel fishing with his part
ner, Steven Wilson, late in De
cember when they saw a snake
like creature 15 to 20 feet long 
"as big around as a man's 
body with two brownish humps 
about five feet apart. " It dived 

"in a big swirl ol water and 
was not seen again but boiled 
up a swell that was "like the 
wake of a racing boat." 

With that, Harvey Blackman, 
74, of Brunswick, came forward 
and recalled something similar 
in the river a few years back at 
a place called, interestingly 
enough, Two Way, Ga. 

Blackman, who has been fish
ing the river for 20 years, was 
standing on a floating dock 
which suddenly was rocked by 
a great wave. He saw "a men
strous something, 15 to 20 feet 
long ... big around as a man's 
body." 

Frank Culpepper, who owns 
the fishing camp at Two Way, 
was inside a camp building 
wben the monster s\U'faced, so 
he didn't actually see it, but he 
witnessed its wake, bumping 

the boats about, and remem
bers one ol the men nlllDin& In
side for a riOe. 

That, of course, was bad 
form. Fortunately, the marks
man was too late or the sea 
serpent too swift. 

If Georgia is going to have 
itself a first-class tourist at
tracting monster, folks can't go 
around shooting it at first sight· 
ing. You don't want to kill the 
glob before it lays its golden 
egg. 

The next thing needed is for 
the monster to acquire an af
fectionate nickname, like 
maybe Altamaha Annie. Then a 
lotbook must be kept at a local 
road bouse or fishing camp of 
official sightings. 

Georgia, which is bourbon 
country, has a Jot going for it 
as a national habitat for mon
ster sightings. 

ooRR&IT-iBGUs, Carlsbad, NM 
lew. 2, f980 CR: G. Underwood 

Artesian Sees 
'A Furry Thing' 
A story in last W ednes

day's CUrrent-Argus pro~ 
ted an Artesia woman to 

rome forward with a report 
of a tall furry creature she 
.saw standing in the alley 
near her Eagle Creek 
aparbnent a week ago. 

Ms. Marion Dean, 65, is 
quoted in the Artesia Daily 
Press as saying the "thing" 
she saw was about seven feet 
_tall, black with fur all over it, 
and had white eyes. 

The description closely 
matched that of a "lh.lng" 
:sighted by a Carlsbad man 
'while he and others were 
camping in the Sitting Bull 
Falls area on Friday. 

The Artesia report sa i,; 
Ms. Dean saw the crealurt 
two days later. 

She is quoted as saying the 
creature she saw wa:, 
standing between the gar 
bage container and a cement 
slab located about 20 feet 
across the alley from her 
back door. 

She said she heard her dol' 
"fussing" about 11 p.m. and 
went outside. She is quoted 
as saying "It didn't move, it 
just stood still and glared at 
me. I unchained my dog and 
acted like I hadn't seen it. 
but I looked at it all the 
time." 

She said she went back into 
'her apartment and when she 
looked again it was gone. 

"But it stood there long 
enough for me to know I sav. 
it. I don't know what it could 
be, but I would stand on a 
Stacie of Bibles and say I saw 
it." 

Ms. Dean said she thought 
maybe she hadn't seen the 
thing, "until I saw ·a copy of 
the Carlsbad paper which 
had an article in it about 
somebody else seeing some
thing like I saw." 

Like the Carlsbad people. 
including another· couplt 
who saw a similar creature 
in February 1975 at Sittinf' 
Bull Falls, Ms. Dean wa~ 
reluctant to come forward 
with her story because she 
thought people would take i: 
too hwnorously or it would 
scare the resirlents at thE· 
apartments 

J State Mare 
Q) Mutilated 
'B ::;, LAS VEGAS, N.M. <AP>

A brown mare found 
C!J mutilated near Las Vegas is 
•• believed to be the first horse 
f3 in the state to fall victim to 

the mysterious animal 
~ deaths in the past few years, 
..,. an official said. 

.. 
0 

As in previous incidents 
with cows, the uterus, ud
ders and rectum of the horse 
belonging to Arthur Padilla i had been removed with 

::z: "perfectly round" incisions, 

1 
said cattle inspector Carlos 
Lovato. 

~ Albert Padilla , who found 
.. his brother's dead horse last 

-g Friday, said there were no 
,a clues- no bullet holes, no 
ID tracks, and no signs of a 
'i! struggle. 
tJ "Not a drop of blood was 

left," he said. Padilla said 
J; the left eye and ear also were 
~ removed. 
~ Lovato, who said he has 

I
I seen six or seven cows 

similarly mutilated in his 
district, could offer no ex
planation or motive in the 
killings . 

0 "There are no clues as to 
who did them or what," he 
said. "A 1,600 pound horse is 
not easy to mutilate." 
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On the trail of the ape-man 
in Santa Clara County 

By Tom Harris 
Staff· Writer 

I T may have been the strangest expedition 
ever assembled for the elusive Bigfoot. 

The searchers for the legendary hairy hu
manoid included "Fat Patty," a portly mountain 
man; Ringo, a gimpy-legged ex-motorcycle gang 
member, and an unlikely entourage of reporters, 
photographers, self-professed experts and an un
willing scientist whose scepticism was politely 
obvious. 

All we had to do was talk to "Crazy Joe," a 
local but frequently hard-to-locate ranch hand. 
He could lead us to the mysterious eyewitness 
who could, in turn, take us to the spot where he 
is alJeged to have made the latest sighting of 
what the Indians call Sasquatch. 

We were in the arid rain shadow of the isolat
ed San Antonio Valley, about 40 miles east of 
San Jose and so deep in the heart of the Diablo 
Range that they !'t.ill don't have telephones. 

It started like any of the other bizzare tips 
that funnel into a newspaper office in the course 
of an average day. 

Bigfoot, the tipster said, had been sighted near 
a stock-watering pond in the digger pine and 
brush-covered San Antonio Valley. 

To understand what happened next is fo know 
the depths of a journalist's imagination. It could 
be just another wild story, but then .. . you nev
er know. 

Only an on-site inspection would do. A photog
rapher was summoned; his bulky 600 millimeter 
telephoto lens could double as a weapon in an 
emergency. 

The rendezvous, we were told, was the the 
Junction Bar. Suspicions arose but we pressed 
on, not altogether reluctantly, to this mountain 
watering hole. 

There, Lois Kuehn offered the second-hand 
story of Bigfoot: 

"This big guy came in a week ago Saturday. 
His face was all sweaty and really flushed . You 
could see he was scared." 

Pencils were scribbling frantically on note
books. 

"He kept looking back over his shoulder, ges
turing about the size of these two 'big hairy ani
mals.' 

"He could barely speak English. so he showed 
me with his hands," added Mrs. Kuehn without 
emotion: "One time he raised his hands over his 
head . .. 'this big,' he said. And he 's about six
foot three. 

"Then, he showed me how big the other one 
was. He raised his hand to about my height ... 
five feet high." 

The story was that the witness told of driving 
up a narrow creekbed in search of three lost 
cows. 

When he neared a small stock-watertng pond, 
he spotted two large hair-covE-red, humanoid
type creatures. He raised his rifle to shoot, then 
worried about only wounding one of them and 
being mauled. 

Instead, Lois recounted, he raced back to his 
truck and "took off. He told me he might not 
ever come back. He sure was scared.'' 

The story was good fodder for the Saturday 
night crowd at the Junction Bar that night be
fore some of regulars, including another motor
cyclist-turned-mountain man, "Ringo," went to 
investigate. 

Above the creekbed. on a freshly bulldozed 
piece of hillside intended for grazing, they found 
what looked like the prints of a very large foot. 

Suddenly, the story was not so funny. A crude 
mix of ready-made plaster was found, mixed up 
and poured into the prints. 

The rumors reached the newspaper a week 
later. After Lois finished recounting the experi
ence, the Big Foot fan club began to grow. "Fat 
Patty," a resourceful motorcycle gang member 
and his burly son Robbie ~ffered to locate the 
prints. 

The tracks looked genuine enough, despite the 
eroding effects of an intervening two-inch rain. 

Hot damn! This could be the story of the dec
... de . Neither the long drive homeward nor the 
shattered fly-wheel housing on a Mercury News 
car from the rugged dirt road dimmed the ex
citement. 

The next hours were spent in a blizzard of tel
ephone calls . Veteran Bigfoot researchers 
Archie Buckley of San Leandro and Warren 
Thompson of R:edwood City, part of The Bay 
Area Group that investigates such sightings, 
.agreed to join a hastily-assembled expedition. 

Dr. Howard Shellhammer, a noted zoologist 
from San Jose State University, cringed at the 
whole idea. But, in the interest of science and "a 
healthy scepticism," he volunteered to play a 
devil's advocate role and go along. 

Three reporters, one of them bilingual should 
we ever be able to locate the mysterious Span
ish-speaking eyewitness, a photographer and the. 
"experts" motored to the scene. 

We were equipped with plenty of gear for an 
impromptu Bigfoot search - a four-wheel drive 
vehicle to negotiate the muddy fire trails, binoc
ulars, tents and sleeping bags for camping over
night, walky-talkies and a radio-equipped car to 
relay word of any important discovery to the 
outside world. 

Such was the scene the next day as we waited 
f>reathlessly, not so much from the excitement 
as from the steep climb up the brush-covered 
hillside, where the locals proudly pointed to a 
series of tracks. "There," said Ringo. 

Shellhammer, Buckley and Thompson looked 
at the three-toed prints, which seemed to have 
come from a large creature. Slowly, the zoolo
gist raised up from his intense inspection of the 
huge, odd-shaped prints everyone thought to be 
those of Bigfoot. The silence was deafening. 

"Cow," he said, matter-of-factly. 
"Cow?" the incredulous reporters echoed rhe

torically. 
He repeated his finding, and the Bigfoot ex

perts nodded solemnly in agreement. 
Further up the hill , probing a pile of fresh 

dung also thought to have been left by the man
beast, Buckley sniffed, "Coyote." 

Down along the creekbed, more tracks. Antici
pation. 

"Mountain lion ... good set of tracks," rules 
Shellhammer. 

There was that sinking feeling. Two days of 
rigorous hiking, breathless searching and endless 
interviews had led us to this ignominy. 

The way not to end these kinds of James Bond 
episodes, especially not on deadline, is_ with a re
port that your "Bigfoot" turned o~t to be a pi
geon-toed cow with a penchant for slippery 
slopes and a puzzling affinity for walking single
file, a not-inconsiderable task for an awkward 
four-footed bovine. 

KOREA HERALD, Seoul, Korea - Jan. 22, 1981 CR: J. Brill 

Chinese Find Footprint of Giant Apeman 

.But that . is how this story did end, with one 
stlll-unsettlmg exception. 

The bilingual reporter continued the vain 
search for the e,.witncss. Maybe we were look-

Wrs Hillis - Mercury and News 

in.g in the wrong place and, nearby, the "real" 
Btgfoot tracks lay undisturbed. 

Hours and endless telephone calls later, the 
man who leases the rangeland to the our witness 
is found and we have a name, Jose Rivera. 

Still a little puzzled about why and how the 
reporter located him, the 58-year-old part-time 
rancher retold his story, this time without the 
language barrier that existed at the Junction 
Bar. 

"I took my pickup as far as I could on the can
yon road, then I got out on foot," he said. 

"After I walked a short way I heard some 
noise ... like splashing in the pond up ahead. I 
thought they were wild pigs, so I got my rtne. 

"I was no more than 125 feet away when I 
saw th~e two hairy things. They were splashing 
ar'?und.~n the pond ... up to their armpi ts. I 
think they sensed me because they stopre<J play
ing in the water and turned around." 

The rest of the story is one of how Rivera 
froze behind a bush, thought of shooting one of 
the beasts be says he saw but then deciding to 
"get out of there.'' 

The same pond was closely inspected nearly 
two weeks later. The experts could find no credi
ble evidence to support Rivera's story . .. nor to 
discount it. 

The heavy rain had oblitered even the cow 
tracks along the shoreline and the murkey pond 
water concealed whatever signs may have been 
left on the muddy bottom. 

All that remains now is Rivera's insistence 
that the story is true. 

"I don't have any reason to lie. There's no 
need to," said the 22-year-resident of San Jose, a 
former carpenter and now a disabled diabetic. 

"I'm only going back to get my animals out 
but I don't want to see them again ... ever," he 
said. 

Back at the Junction Bar they still talk about 
the sighting and the unfulfilled desire to have a 
sample of real Bigfoot dung for the collection of 
oddities that line the mantle. 

And the ranchers in San Antonio Valley are 
looking over their shoulders a little more fre
quently these days. 

CR: C. Jones 

HONGKONG The 
world's largest footprint of 
an apeman has been 
discovered on a peak 2,400 
meters above sea level in 
Xienlongqia , central China's 
Hubei Province, a Peking 
report claimed Tuesday. 

hunt in 1980 for strange 
animals in the northwest of 
Hubel Province. 

The footprint was among 
some 200 similar ones found 
by the expedition in the 
province. 

Just shout and it'll rain 
on Chinese mystery lakes 

The footprint, measuring 
as long as 48 em, has been 
recorded on film by the 
Central Newsreel Studio, the 
New China News Agency 
(NCNA) said, quoting the 
Pek ing Evening News of 
Monday . 

The footprint Is shown 
clearly on film with five 
distinct toes without any 
blurring by the apeman's 
movements, the report said. 

The film team had come 
along with an expedition who 
had set out on a year-long 

An old peasant, Yan 
Mingdc of Bancang Com_
mune, Xienlongqia, said that 
in September, 1947, ht' saw 
eight red-haired apemen in a 
primordial forest and for 
over 10 days many people 
chased thf' eight-foot-tall 
apemen and cornered them 
in Isolated house In the 
mountains. 

Seven of the tall apemen 
finally ripped off the roof to 
get away, leaving only a 
younger apeman who fell 
into a fire-pit and was caupt 
and cut up into many pieces, 
the report said , quoting the 
peasant. 

Peking (UP I) - Whenever residents 
in part of China's southern Yunnan prov
ince need rain, they simply yell for it. 

The louder they yell, the more rain 
falls. And the longer they yell, the longer 
the rain lasts. 

Shanghai's Liberation Daily news
paper reported this curious weather 
phenomenon from the Gaoligon mountain 
region in Yunnan. 

The newspaper said at the foot of the 
mountain there were a group of pools, 
nicknamed "the mysterious lakes." 

"Whenever anyone speaks in a loud 
voice at the side of the lake, heavy rain 

immediately follows ," the newspaper 
said. "The louder the speaker, the 
heavier the ra in and the longer the 
person speaks, the longer the rain lasts." 

The Liberation Daily reported that the 
local Communist Party boss shrugged off 
these reports but when he recently vis
ited the lakes and shouted in a high voice 
"a downpour followed in Jess than a 
minute." 

Local experts theorized the air around 
the lake was so wet that the slightest 
vibration such as a high-pitched voice 
could precipitate showers. 
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~Did Bigfoot visit Linton? 
Cl . 
p.. 

By :\1ikt Waits 

~ Someone is going to read this story 
and have a good laugh because they 
have pulled a practical joke on the 

~ people in this area . At least, I hope so. 
In m y mind, I cannot conceive of a 

~ creature such as Bigfoot. Or could it 
be . 

Anyway , following last week ' s 
~ snow , some strange footprints 
~ appeared in the Linton community 

near Lake Barkley . These 
~ impressions in the snow were about 18 
:a.: inches long and perfectly shaped with 
; toes and everything. 

.,... Residents of the area say Bigfoot 
~ has returned. Yes. returned. About 

three years ago, someone recalled a 
" .dog being attacked by a tall , hairy 
~ creature s tanding upright on two feet 
8 Could it be? 
~ From personal observation using 

outstanding tracking abilities l it was 

easy in the snow ), the footprints begin 
at a briar patch near the portable 
toilets at the Linton boat ramp on 
Lake Barkley. They twist and tum 
through the parking lot before 
continuing around the lake and up to 
Highway 164. 

From that point, I lost the track (my 
superb tracking skills again not to 
mention that I was out of time and 
almost late for the Chamber of 
Commerce meeting) , but the prints 
stretched for about 500 yards. 
According to one report, someone had 
tracked the footprints for four miles, 
but that could not be confirmed . 

From our information, Mrs. Lillian 
Dawson was the first person to notice 
the strange tracks and, not wanting to 
be laughed at, was not going to tell 
anyone until she saw a friend . William 
Bartee. After telling him about her 
find. they both followed the trail. Mrs. 

Bigfoot's big foot? 

Dawson says there were no other 
footprints around. 

After word got around, several 
others investigated the tracks 
including Rev. Johnny Carr, myself 
and Dianne Ford. 

At one point along the trail, the 
creature steps completely over a bush 
about three feet tall . Could it be 
someone on stilts" Maybe, but the 
depth of the impressions in the snow 
was deeper than any other human 
footprints near them. 

Some residents of the area really 
C€i:~ve they have been visited by 
Bigfoot, while others keep telling 
themselves that there is no such 
creature. But most believe it is the 
work of a practical joker that found 
these footprints in a gag store 
somewhere and has been waiting for 
the first snow. That's what I believe. 
Or could it be . . 

YOU TE~ ME WHAT MADE this footp-im. Tbe 12 iDch ruler shows that the length is about 18 inches 
and tbe Width about six inches at the widest point. 

. 
~ 

Believe it or not ... 
they say this 

elephant can talk! 
WHEN zoo m anage r Boris Kosinsky ftrst- h eard t h a t 

Q; the zoo 's e igh t -yea r- old I ndian ele phant, B aty r. 
a- could t alk , he d ismi~sed it a s " comple t e n onsense ." 

And wh en k ee pe r R ave l As takhov i nsisted h e was 
~ speaki n g t he tm l h . the ma nage r sna pped : '·You 
N must be dru n k . comrade ." 

,0 an~u ttl~av~\t~~g~e;d~~~,~~:~ 
l, the animal house him3elf. 

.. To m y aston ish m ent ," h f' 
M id. " I rea lly d id hear t hat 

'2 ~~f~~-~n~oo~t\;0yiGo ~\:~!~a.~ ; 
cO \V ithin a sh ort l imP t he ta le 
rl of t he t al~ m ~ P!Pphan t a t tile 
~ 7. 00 in the r t \' of Ka r n ~ .t : !cl<~. 
&! in Ka ?a ~!J :;t an. !lad spr Pnd 

nil on• r Rus ; ta . S<Jilll' ne,·:s-

; r~~~\~e:~ ~~~ .~f~~~c~~~/~;sl\1~~ 
0 it \\as n a l lt ing more tha n a "S p ub!icity g i:n mick. 

~ Uncanny 
" B ut t :- u r or not. tl!f' zoo's 

from 

VIC TOR LOUIS 

Moscow 

PIC IJ'Inn l ~ ~rr c·a:1n blt> of p ro
dut'lilg a va nr tv of sound s in 
im itation ot human sperr h . 

T he controvPrsy raised ~ ur.h 
In t erest t hat Vladun ir 
Sp ttsy n . d irector o f the 
Mus,.ow Zoo a nd o n r u r 
Hussia 's I r a d 1 n g nn ima l 
ex prrt -; , d t•c-idcd to 1·isit K a ra
ga n da . 

NO\\' he !.' ba ,· k in 1\'!qsc·<J W. 

.. 
"' ..c: 
0 

Chinese Speculate 3 Ships 
Lost in 'Devil's Triangle' 

S... PEKING (UPI) - The re-
:;! ported disappearance of three 

vessels in the South China Sea 
C! prompted a Peking newspaper 
< Wednesday to suggest that huge 

whirlpools had swallowed up the 
.:.1... ships in a "Devil's Triangle." 
o The Pckmg E1Jtming New.'l 
~ said three vessels had vanished 
«> without trace between May 1979 

...-i and February 1980 in the South 
~ China Sea within a triangle 
·ri bounded by Manila, Hong Kong 
...:I and Taiwan. 
r:A The newspaper gave no de
E-< tails on the size of the vessels, 
tQ the date and location of their re
~ ported disappearance or the 

0 prevailing weather conditions. It 
Cll did not mention whether they 
(1i were Chinese or foreign ships. 
:z "What is strange is that 
< searches of the scene of the dis
~ appearance recovered nothing 
::C at all," it said. 

"Some people therefore ask: 
Is there also a devil's triangle in 
the South China Sea?" 

The newspaper said the disap
pearance of vessels in the area 
was not new. Documents from 

600 years ago mentioned ships 
disintegrating at sea on calm, 
windless days. 

The records from the south
ern Sung period described how 
water spouts suddenly appeared 
"and no matter how hard the 
oars were rowed, the vessel 
could not move forward, " the 
newspaper said. 

" According to this, the an
cients had discovered the devil's 
triangle of the South China Sea 
600 years ago." 

The newspaper tried to offer 
a scientific explanation for this 
theory. 

It pointed out that in the 
South China Sea there are 
coastal currents, a circular cur
rent and a warm Gulf stream
like flow, along with the flush
ing effects of ocean currents 
rushing through the Bashi chan
nel. 

The convergence of the var
ious ocean currents in areas 
where islands interfere with the 
natural flow could lead to huge 
whirlpools - the possible cause 
cf the disappearances, it said. 

i Photograph 
aJ .. Of 1 Monster1 

A 
~ 

:! Passes Test 
TUCSON, Arl. (UPI) - A color 

~ photograph purporttng to show an 
American verswn of the legenr1-

~- ary Loch Ness monster appears 
o to be a11thentic, Universi ty of An· 
~ zona scientists sa1d Tuesday. 
., The photograph of a brown . 

...-i long-necked creature that may ~ 
+> a primitive whale was taken durj ing a vacation in 1978 at Lake 

Champlain, Vt., by Sandra Mans1, 
f14 the wife of a Connecticut shtp
E-4 yard employe. 
t; J . Richard Greenwell of th e 
~ University of Anzona Ar1 ds 
~ Lands Committee said that analy
cn sis of the photograph, specifically 
< the wave patterns surrounding 

~
CI) the creature, indicate the picture 

was not faked . 
University of Chicago zoologist 

< Roy Mackal said the creature 

.. 
~ 
0 
0 

C! 

may be a zeuglodon , a lon g· 
necked mammal believed to have 
been extinct for ages. Mackal had 
sent the photograph to Greenwell 
for study. 

The picture shows a back , a 
long neck and a head above the 
water's surface about 150 to 180 
feet off the shore, and there also 
may be a fin, Greenwell said. 

Image Real 

In Picture, 

Lab Finds 
BURLINGTON, Vt. (AP) -

A snapshot said to show some 
type of long-necked creature 
swimming in Lake Champlain 
appears to be authentic, Uni

«> versity of Arizona researcher 
...-i J . Richard Greenwell says. 
~ He said Wednesday that the 
j lab's preliminary analysis of 

tile picture shows it is not a 
,.A fake and that the image Is one 
e-. of a live animaL 
t;: A couple from New Haven, 
t7J Ct. , has copyrighted the pic· 
~ ture , wh ich they said was 

taken during a vacation four 
years ago in Vermont. 

A man who has searched 
Lake Champlain for a creature 
resembling the Loch Ness 
Monster said the color photo-
graph shows a long-necked ani
mal with its bead In a shadow, 
looking off to one side. 

Greenwell said the lab has 
determined the photograph Is 
not a montage, or supcrimposi· 
tion or the result of trick pho
tography. He said an examina· 
tlon of wave patterns 
surrounding the animal shows 
it came from underwater and 
Wa! not a model dragged along 
the surface. 

The next step will be to per· 
form a computerized image 
enhancement, he said. 

I 
atlcndan,·c figu res hn\· p s!10t 
u p a nct managPr Ko.s i ns~y 1S 
com·inced th at Ba tyr rnn ta :k. 

" rt is unca n ny," he sa1 cl. 
" Ba t ~'T h:-:s a bou t len phras:' ~ 
which we h ave r~co rdc.>d 

B ut l-llc m ·. s trr·.- of tl l P t a lk
ing P!t' plwnt 1s ~t 11l unsl>il'r<l. 
" While l ~>;as 111 K :naf,atHia.' 
Mlld d ire C' lor Spitsyn , " Bat H 
was in a gl uomy m ood f\IHJ I 
d 1d no t hc1r hi m uttrr a 
s1ngle 'W ord t he whole t imr I 
was th e re . 

··r li ~ tenrct t o tin• t .lJlf' 
rero rd i n ~.;_ Bu t lhry wen • too 
ind l, ti nct t o m a ke a j ud '( e· 
nH'lll. I a m -rrp tHa l. But I do 
nul thin~ \ his is some ~o rt or 
p ublicitv s tunt. It w·•·ds 
furth er rPsPnr."h on a wry 
srnous level and tha t will be 
t lndcrtu~t' ll soo n.' ' 

Bull Mutilated 
.-. ~~~ir~i(' ti~n~~0~I c \\11;~~~ ~~ ~'~r 
~ q uit e th e truth since he can S be an aggrcssi \·e n nim AI. 

Cl) fo;: v.~~{t~/1~~~ tl~~f~~ll~- 1?,~'lll~~~~ 
h e d rma nds rood. Thcrr is no 
e~:p l anatwn for it . H e j ust 
st arted to t allc qui t e suddenlv" 
R uss1:1 's lea dmg a n 1 m:~ I rxpPrls 
nre ::-p li t. 

Som e ~R Y it is sh eer non
sensf' . O thers Sl\\' that I ncl 1nn 

U nti l t he r esu l t. o r t h at 
TPSPnrc h IS p u blish t• d Hu., s ia 
Will h :11 r to w ;, 11. fnr t! 1e 
:tn.swt•t to the • Cj :tf' <. tl• >l l . c-.111 
Ua t ·.T fli P r lt>l>ilant RE ALL Y 
t :!l k •) 

A Bald Hills cattle rancher 
reported yesterday that be 
found hia 9-year-old registered 
Hereford dead in the pasture, 
its lower jaw partly cut away, 
the left ear cut off and testicles 
cut out of the sack. 

The owner said he found the 
body of the $2,000 animal yes
terday when he went out to 

feed the cattle. He bad not seen 
them since last Friday. 

The cattleman said he in
tends to order an autopsy, 
since the cause of death Js not 
clear. 

He said this Js the first in
stance of animal mutilation 
which bas occurred on his 
place. 
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Dead Cow Called 
Mutilation Victim 
By MARY FREI 
Journal Staff Writer 

TIERRA AMARILLA - State Police 
Officer Gabe Valdez says a dead cow 
discovered last month in a pasture 
several miles east of Tierra Amarilla 
was the victim of a "genuine" mutila
tion. 

But Valdez, a veteran mutilation 
investigator, said the evidence was 
impaired by the fact that tne cow had 
been dead about three days when he 
examined it. 

There was some predator damage to 
the animal, Valdez said, but, "It was a 
m'itiliation." 

The 3-year-old heifer was owned by 
Tony Casados Sr. of Ensenada. It was 
the third cow to have been declared a 
"genuine" mutilation by Valdez since 
former FBI agent Ken Rommel dis
counted the phenomenon last summer. 

After a lengthy federally fund ed 
investigation, Rommel concluded that 
predators - coyotes, foxes, birds and 
plain old dogs - were the source of 
what had been regarded as cattle muti
lations in Northern New Mexico for 
several years. 

Rommel contended all the animals 
died natural deaths before the preda
tors attacked them. 

But Valdez said that after Rommel 
issued his report, mutilated cattle 
were discovered near Vallecitos in 
July and east of Tierra Amarilla in 
August. Predators could have not have 
caused these mutilations, Valdez con
tended. 

Critics of Rommel's report have said 
he chose cases that weren't real muti
lations. They have also claimed the 
wave of cattle mutilations that 
occurred during the late 1970s subsid
ed once his investigation began. 

In addition to the surgically precise 
removal of reproductive organs, 
tongues and other parts - the phe-

~ 
C> 

nomenon has been associated over the 
yea rs with reports of aircraft in the 
area s where the cows were later 
found . 

Steve Palaeo, an Ensenada man who 
lives near the pasture where Casados' 
cow was found, said he didn't see any
thing, but heard a "real soft hum" 
about midnight the night before. 

Polaco said he looked out the win
dow, thinking it might be a car. It 
wasn't. But tht: hum didn't exactly 
sound like a car's engine, either, he 
said. "It was unlike anything I ever 
heard before." 

Polaca said the cow was found the 
next morning by a friend of his . Still, 
Polaco says he can't connect the hum
ming sound to the mutilated cow. The 
animal appeared to have been dead a 
couple of days, he said. "It's got me. I 
don't understand it, really." 

Casados said his cow was finely cut 
with a sharp instrument. "If they used 
some kind of a knife, it had to be pret
ty damn sharp," he said, noting how 
difficult it is to cut a cow's hide so 
smoothly. 

"They opened the belly and they 
removed some of the organs and they 
removed the udder," Casados said. 
The cow's left front leg was also miss
ing, he continued, as well as the skin 
"all the way from the ribs to the 
head." 

The side of the mouth was cut open, 
he added, and the tongue sliced off. 

Valdez, who works out of Dulce, said 
the manner in which the tongue and 
skin around the neck were removed 
indicated it was a real mutilation : 
"You could tell where it was cut real 
good." 

"I don't feel very happy," remarked 
Casados, who lost his first cow to the 
mutilation phenomenon three years 
ago. 
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