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Mysterious Fireball 
Puzzles Authorities 

11 SII&ILA THOMPSON 
Staff Wrtaer 

Nobody knows what It was, and 
some aren 't even aueaalaa. 

Eyewitneues said a "baD of fire" 
that looked Ute a burnlllc airPlane or 
helicopter crossed Hilhway 20 about I 
miles north of Florence durlnaa thun­
derstorm Tuesday afternoon. 

Officials turoecl out en maue lD 
search for the wreetaae of an air­
plaoe, but called off the search about 
7:30p.m. because nothiDJ, other than 
about eight eyewitness acc:ouata. 
c:ould be found. 

A civil air patrol plane and a c:rop­
duster crisscrossed the area in sea reb 
of a downed plane, while other men 
trampled through the brush on foot. 
An ambulance waited while reac:ue 

. squad members and voluntetn apee­
ulated on what could have happened. 

W.C. KUpatric:k was beaded north 
about 3:30p.m. when be saw the mys­
terious ball of fire . "It was on fire and 
It was smokinl and it looked like an 
airplane." Kilpatrick said. "It was 
durina that first thWlderstorm and It 
went just over the treetops," be said. 

e.G. Stacy was ridiag south when 
be said be sa-. the ball of fire ... I don't 
believe in UFOs ,but It was some­
thing," Stacy •aid. "haw a bit ball of 
fire and then a parachute came out. 
Yes sir , I saw a bil parac:hute," he 
said. But Kilpatrick said be did not 
see a parJcbute. 

Civfi Defense Director Georte 

Mangum said Sc:ott Air Force Base iD 
IUIDoil would be contacted about the 
reports. The Air Force base has a lilt 
of all misaiag planes in the United 
States, and llantum said that lilt 
would be cheeked to set If it could bt 
linked to thla incident. 

Florence Fire Chief Audie Hodaea 
said be "wouldn't even attempt to 
make a auesa" as to what the eyewit· 
neuea saw. "I feel reaaonably sure 
that with the amount of area we cov­
ered and the people we used, that 
there would have been some evidence 
of broken trees or wreckaae," be said. 

Hodaea said be was certain of only 
one thiDa. and that was that tbe eye­
witnesses did set somethina. "I'm 
sure they saw something, but I don't 
know what. I wouldn't even com­
mence to make a auesa, but I don't 
think a plane crashed." 

Officials thought maybe Uchtniac 
struck one of the larae power poles 
that line the road, but Tennessee Val­
ley Authority officials said ao power 
lines were down anywhere in Laude,. 
dale County. "Ball lightning" which 
seems to appear as balls of fire baa 
also been mentioned as a possibility. 

But as of now, nobody kaows. 
Hod1es said the local rescue officlall 
have had their share of mysteries la­
tely, since a cause for 17 womea at a 
local manufacturing company becom­
ing ill Friday has still not beea deter· 
mined. 

"Isn't tbat somethiftt!" be said. 

PORBST PRBSS., Tinnta. PA - J~ 1 , 1981 

UFO 18 REPORTED 
AD unidentified ~~ object hu 

been reported by aa ABqaippa 
eouple who were 80 ahook ap by 
the experieaee they "tot the beD 
out of there" rather thaa investi­
pte or llttempt to eoafirm the 
lightinc of the brilliaat red aad 
creen stationary aad fluhiDc 
white upta. 
Cheryl and Brace Hopkiu .were 

waiting out a thundentorm at 
Moraine State Park. aear Butler, 
about 3:30 am, June 26th, when 
they uw the unezplaiDed pbeDOD· 
emom. 
'"Whatever it wu hovered about 

five feet off the poaad. between 
where we were atandiDg aad 
our boat. At rant we thoucht it 
might have been ow boat upta, 
but the dock where we were 
moored wu out of light from 
where ow truck wu parked-aDd 
the furhta were too bridlt. 
"My ·husband and I atOod there, 

speechleu and froaen iD our 
tncb, u we watched the UFO for 
about 20 aea)ncb. Thea there wu 
a violent crash of thunder &Del 
lightning which seemed to eavel· 
ope the entire eove-ud jut .. 
quickly, the myaterioua upta 
were gone. 
"We got the hell out of there, 

need leu to say. W eleft our boat at 
the dock and headed home," the 
2Pryear old Mn. Hopkin• aaid. 8M 

aaid they att.mpted witllout 
aucceu to locate 8011lebody from a 
UFO invMtipdq team after th., 
pt home; then they c:a11ecl ~ 
eay Obeerva&ory to ... if there 
eould have beea IOIDe D&tural 
pheDOmeDOa. She eaid they wen 
told there wu DOthiDI natural 
that throw off the IIDOUDt of upt 
they deeeribecl. They thea c:a11ecl 
the of&e at the park ud the oaly 
eoauDeDt wu. "There wali a IlK of 
araa,e tbiqs aomc oa lD that 
cow lately." They .....-bend. 
tJan. that a IDID bad beft ldDecl 
jUit two weeka prior when it wu 
believed lichtablalt.ruek the mut 
of bi8 aailboat. Two otben iD the 
boat eeeapecl injury, however. 
Mra. Hopkiu llid they had 

learDed from a friead. a aubeeriber 
to the Foreet Preu. that the edi&or 
had beea coatac:tecl by a UFO 
inveetiptor from Bradford at the 
time o( the Bi«foot iDveedpdoa. 
Sbe aaid that is why they c:a11ecl 
the Forest Preu iutead ol aay of 
the Pittaburgb papera. 
"We figured you would be mo.t 

likely to believe wbat we told 
you," abe uid. 
The more they think about it, abe 

uid. the more e.rtaiD they are 
that what they aaw wu extra· 
terrearial-both very vividly 
recall a very audibt. "buaiDc" 
IOWld the entire time tlley obeerv· 
eel the brirht li«tata. 
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·· UFO Reporting 
Center is baffled 
by balls of fire By_........,. 
Nftl 001 NepOitdent 

FLORENCE - A natioaal UFO ReportiDg Center official says he gets 
oc:easional reports of balls of light similar to those spotted by FloreDCI 
resideats earlier tbia month bat bas DO real aplanatioa as to their identity. 

Robert Gribble, a staff member at the private researc:b orpnizatiall Ia 
Seattle, Wub., told Die Birt1Jil161am Hem Wedoesday the c:eater bu received 
few unideatifed fiyiDg object reports from Alabama recently. 

Speculatioa as to wbat the buraiDg. desceadiDI object wu lpOUed bJ two 
F1oreDce mea June I r8Dpd from a craabiDI crop-4Uiter airplaDe to a 
weatber saCelUte to a meteor to a ball Of u,htllial-

.. lt looked like a tambliq ball of fire. WbeD the fire weat out, a paradnate 
appeared to eome oat, tlieD tben wu tbe IOIDd of an uploldaa." C.G. Stacy • 
of FlanDce,llld. 
. Acc:ordina to publisbed aceowrts, balls of u,htniag Is a pbemonenon tbat 

bas received liUie credibWty in the lclentifie c:oaunwiity uaW recent yean. 
Tbey are. saki to Jut for 10me time, "fioatta& tbroqb tbe air Ute 101p 

bubbles". 'l'beJ blve beeD described u blu.ilb-wblte or reddilll globes. fiDiiDI 
ID aile from p-apes to basketballs. 

THE OBJECT apoUed by Staey IDd city IIDitatioa cbiver W £.1Dlpatrlet 
npartedly .. onder • laJ&b tealkla power 1IDe ruDIIiDI parallel wWl the 
~y watofFloreDee. 

Gribble said baUI of ll&btnlq are not a eommoa oceurreace. Tbey oecur 
duriJIC a thunderstorm and occasionally explode. 

Tbe UFO spotted near FloreDee waa seea u a tUDderstorm was bullcliJI&. 
Staey reported beariDaan aplcsion. . 

After newa reports of tbia sighting. AEA ESPO dJstriet 1 director Sblrl~ 
GelD. of Waterloo, told fte Nnts abe saw a UFO exactly oae week before the 
JuDe J report. 

Mn. Gean said the object she saw allo pve the imprealOD of beiJ11 OD 
flre. 

Her liglltiJI&, unlike the afternoon slgbtiq of the two men, wu made at 
11 p.m. Tbe obje.et the men saw was beaded eut. Tbe ODe sbe saw waa beaded 
ftlt at a f~ deseent to below the treetops.. 

Sbe allo tbougbt the "big" and "real blP" object was a belicopter or = Oil fire. It appeared to be statioaary over the Teanel&ee Valley 
ritJ reservation in MDele Shoals before it began moving, sbe said. 

Her sipting wu from near Bndlbaw HiP School, on the opposite aide of 
Jl'loreDce from wbere stacy and Kilpatrick made tbe1r lighting. 

Tbe UFO was .. reddJsh pmt" with a "Ugbter lbade of red laslde a eyl1Dder 
area, "lbe said. 

The object .een by tbe mea appeared to be between them. Tbe one Mrs. 
GelD reported was lOUth of ber. 

Lauderdale CouDty blgbway departrneDt sec:retary Cissie BeDIOII spotted 
a UFO a year ago in tbe BeDerll direet1oa of Mrs. Gean'a sigbtiag. 

'1 sat oa my pordl and watebed it for SO minutes with 1&-power biDoc:u­
lan," Mrs. 8eDsoD said. 

Tbe UFO stayed in a stationary position about Z,OOO feet higb in a 
diredioa from ber apartment that could pat it over TV A's WilsoD Dam 
llJdroeledrie plant OD the Termeaee Rlver,aoutb of Florence. 

WHEN IT MOVED, it went left. right. up aDd cloWD. lbe said. 
It was "probably 50 feet ill diameter, fiat OD the bottAml and dome !biped 

with a red "light on the bottom that would dim. Around the edge were 
rectangular windows, "sbe said. 

"There was absolutely DO noise. Traffic IOUDds did DOt interfere" witJa the 
Di&bt stgbtillg. sbe said. 

.. , bad the dlstinet feeling it was watehlng me too. Then it took off an of a 
sudden," said Mrs. Beason, who described herself as a former UFO ''Ueptie." 
Botll wameD said tlley bad DOt reported tbele ligbtillp UDtl1 the June J 
llptiDp. 

Gribble said the UFO Reporting Center bas bad Gilly two prior UFO 
repor11 from Alabama this yur. 

Tbe ftnt. oa January 11 near SaralaDd, aortb of Mobile. wu u "unkklowD 
objeet. with two large, brlgbt white llpta. moviDI aero. tbe lky at a blp nte 
of IPfJfld." be llld. 

Tbe second, on AprillS. wu reportedly seen traveling in "straigbt line. 
rupt 0.. a borlloatal plane" near Cowarta in Hoaatoa County, Gribble .Ald. 

Tbe Soutbealt bal traditiODally bad fewer reported UFO aigbtinp than 
other areas of tbl nation, be ll1d. 

"ID 1t7S. the Soutlleast bad a massive surge of UFO reports, particularly 
betweell September 1 aDd Deeember 31 in all the Soutbeuterll states. Tbat 
was probably the J.al'&d aamber reported for one area at one time ill the U.S. 
in the 21 ;ear. we've beeD IDYeltiptiag," Gribble said. 

"Rlgbt DOW, thiDp are fairly quiet (all over). ID January, February and 
March we bad a lot of adlvity. Thea it slacked off till we blt rock bottom." he 
said. 

Tbe eeater Ia alld by ldeDtlsta and laymea u a aationll data ptblrillg 
OIDW for reiiii'Cb projectl. 



teacher at Dubose Middle 
...c School, gave us a call about 
f-4 . the unidentified flying object 

.. she had sighted in the fall of 
~ 1980. 

..,.. Last Sunday, Street 
~ Scenes related a sighting by 

Robert Gomez, who repor­
ted a UFO sighting near Hill 
Fannon June 12. 

Ms. Soriano read the 
report and said she had 
debated about calling and 
reporting what she and 
another teacher had sighted 
last fall. 

The two teachers were 
enroute to the Hill Fann, 
located about six miles east 
of Alice on FR 665, to pick up 
;mother teacher, Connie 
Hill. They were attending 
night classes at Texas A&l 
University. 

Ms. Soranio said it was 
about 6 p.m. and they were 
arriving at the entrance into 
Hill Fann when they spotted 
a "round object coming 
right at us. We thought it 
would hit us and the car 
went dead." 

She recalls tRat there was 
no other traffic at the time. 
"The whole thing happened 
in a few minutes. We felt 
powerless to do anything. 
I've never seen anything 
move so fast," she said. 

Ms. Soriano laughlingly 
said when she finally stared 
tile car again, she reached to 
turn on the car radio to 
check if there were any 
reports of a UFO, and in· 
stead of turning on the radio 

· dial, she flipped on the win­
dshield wipers. 

For what it's worth, the 
teacher said they had talked 
about the incident with 
others, and some students 
from the area who also at­
tend A&l classes stated they 
too have seen UFOs in the 
same area often. 

How about you? Have you 
sighted a UFO recently? 

DAILY RBix>RD, Morrlat0Wn, 
HJ - Jul7 7, 1981 

UFO Report Probed 
CHATHAM- UFO sighting re­

ports kept police busy last night. 
More than 15 callers in the 

borough and another two or three 
in Madison reported a strange 
"pulsating red glow" in the east­
ern portion of the sky that "dipped 
down suddenly and then rose 
again." 

Starting at 9:49p.m. yesterday 
and lasting for the next half hour 
or so, local police said the switch­
board was aglow with incoming · 
calls. 

When an officer left his desk 
and went to see for himself, how­
ever, he said it looked more like 
heat lightning. An investigation is 
continuing. 

--(.0 
~ 
~ UFO sighted here .. 
~ 

~ .., 
~ 

The quiet of the Muscatine 
riverfront early this morning 
was broken by an unidentified 
object apparently flying over the 
river. 

the Norbert F. Beckey Bridge 
over the river - also saw an 
object, and called the police. 

Police records say that the toll 
taker's description of the object 
matched that of Reynolds, 
adding only that the object 
"made a whizzing sound" as it 
flew . 
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At least three people noted the 
object and called the police, but 
no explanation what the object 
was, or what it was doing over 
the river has been put forward . The "whizzing" sound 

reportedly was heard by police 
officers patroling in the area. 
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Shortly after midnight, Randy 
Reynolds, a Poplar St., told 
police that he had seen a ''large 
orange disc" which changed 
shape as it flew: disappearing 
and reappearing in a cone shape. 

One other unidentified person 
told police the disc was seen over 
the river. 

Material on the sigbtlngs has 
been referred to the Center for 
UFO Studies in Evanston, ru. 0 

~ 

About three hours after 
Reynolds' report, a toll taker at 

~ UFO Seen Over 
r-f 

~_Marysville Skies 
~ ! An unidentified ftying object over a levee. Mc:Comuldt told 

was reported over Marysville police. 
skies last night, according to Tbe incident was logged by 
Marysville police. police at 12 :·11 a.m. today. 

The red, white and blue pul- A spokesman for a UFO re-
sating lights followed Kevin porting center at Seattle , 
l(.cCormack, 1374 Val Drive, Wash., said the center had re­
.Marysville, from East 22nd ceived no other reports of UFO 
Street to Hallwood and then sightings in the Marysville area 
t.ckapin,fmallytodiaappear last night. 

UFO Believers Will Come 
Here for Weekend Meeting 

By Seth W. Moskowitz 
s ............ 

They come in a wide variety 
of shapes, sizes and colors and 
are most frequently seen 
between 9 p.m. and 3 a.m. 
during July, August and 
Oc~ber. 

Worldwide, one of them is 
spotted every 1& minutes; 
most people don't believe they 
exist. 

UFOs. 
Mention UFOs and you'll 

most likely be greeted with 
raised eyebrows, wisecracks 
and talk of little green men 

, with antennae sprouting from 
their heads. 

Mention UFOs to Gayle C. 
McBride, however, and you're 
in for some serious talk - and 
some surprises. 

Like this one: 
A UFQ was spotted over 

downtown Winston-Salem less 
than two months ago. 

You don't believe it? 
Well, Mrs. McBride says 

that it's true. And Mrs. 
McBride ought~ know. She's 
the assistant state director for 
the Mutual UFO Network Inc., 
an international not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to 
resolving the mysteries of 
UFOs. 

Mrs. McBride said yesterday 

that on Saturday. April 25, 
between 8:1S and 9 p.m., three 
people saw a UFO over down­
town Wins~n-Salem. 

One of the people, a woman 
who is a member of the 
Tarheel UFO Study Group in 
Rural Hall, was leaving the 
Brookstown Mill when she saw 
a glowing triangular-shaped 
object in the north-north· 
eastern sky. The object had a 
red light in front of it and left a 
trail of light in ita wake, Mrs. 
McBride ·said. 

Within minutes of that 
sighting, a woman leaving the 
Zevely House saw a perfectly 
round, bright object with a red 
glow behind it, traveling 
~ward the Brookstown area. 
The woman reported the 
sighting ~ the police, Mrs. 
McBride said. 

(Mrs. McBride said that the 
two women reported seeing 
different shapes not because 
they saw different objects but 
because they saw the same o~ 
ject from different angles.) 

A third person, a man 
leaving Bowman Gray School 
of Medicine, also saw the 
object, Mrs. McBride said. She 
did not have any details of 
what he saw, she said, because 
the sighting is still under 
investigatioft by a field 
investigator with the Tar Heel 

JOURNAL, Winston-Salem, NC - July 17, 1981 

UFO Study Group. 
The Winston-Salem sighting 

was one of about 150 UFO 
sightings in the United States 
since the beginning of the year, 
Mrs. McBride said. 

Still don't believe it? 
Then wander over ~ the 

Nature Science Center this 
weekend, and you'll have the 
opportunity to talk to some 100 
people who do believe in UFOs. 
The Tar Heel Study Group's 
Fifth Annual UFO Conference 
convenes Saturday and con­
tinues through Sunday, with 13 
speakers from Maryland, 
Georgia and Virginia. 

Speakers include Henry 
Morton, the state director of 
the Mutual UFO Network, who 
will spe·ak on .. UFO 
Propulsion''; George Fawcett, 
the immediate past state 
director of the network (who 
held the post for 11 years), who 
will speak on "UFO Odds and 
Ends" ; Allan Hendry, a 
former chief investigator for 
the Center for UFO Studies in 
Illinois, another international 
organization; and Willy Smith, 
also from the Center for UFO 
Studies, who will speak about 
an unusual· UFO sighting on 
June 14, 1980, in South 
America, which he 
investigated. 

The conference will be 
Saturday from 1:30 to 9:30 
p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 5 
p.m. Admission is charged. 2 
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ARE ALIENS MINING SOLAR SYSTEM?. 

Resident sees evidence of 
.tall towers on moon 

8y lAY IAICOCK our moons and planeta. 
Editor Then whUe here anyway, 

A Montebello man who they could stop. off at 
bas studied hundreds of ,arth for a closer look. 
VJ'O reports is convinced j'bla view fits the data." 
the objeCtS are controlled ' ~ data be Ia speakina 
by beings not of this earth of are two NASA photos 
and the aliens may be which have no identifying 
mining the solar system numbers but clearly show 
and the earth's moon. 11 X" mark in depressions 

Kenith W · Templin has on the moon surface. 
a job which takes him to (They are not the 
many countries and he registration marks). 
-bas made a habit of ask- Templin believes the 
ing strangers if they have two photos represent 
seen a UFO. possible mining sites and 

III have talked to at the 11 X" marks are crafts 
-least 300 people who have like the one seen by the 
seen them." Templin said hunters only with the 
recently. ..and · I have arms more extended. 
been able to find parallels He describes one of the 
in their stories which photos thus: "This photo 
would amaze you. I've Is without official com­
talked to pilots. ment or identifying 
astronauts and the number _ which seems 
average guy at a gas sta- curious. Meteorite 
t i o n · T h e r e a r e craters are nearly always 
similarities." . p e r f e c t I y r o u n d 

Templ i n said the regardless of angle or en­
typical sighting -is of an try of the meteorite. 
Object which is saucer "Also the displaced 
'Shaped. "but they do not material is accwnulated 
necessarily ·fly edgewise around the rim. Tbe 
through the air," he said. crater has no apparent 
"They can fly straight up rtm and is not as perlact­
in the air at tremendous ly round as one would ek-

!ipeeds, seeming to defy pect." (There is white 
resistance. "x" clearly evident near 

"I believe they utilize the crater wall.) 
an ionization field to solve· About the other photo 
the resistance proble~ he said. "Again this photo 
and the government baa ls without official com­
done some work on this ment or identifying 
but its problem was you number. This picture is of 
can't see through the another rimless crater, 
field." · but not the same as the 

More importantly otber.lt was taken 1rith a · 
Templin believes the powerful telephoto lens - · 
manned and unmanned for a reason. 
moon fiights have reveal- "Look at the two "Xa" 
eel evidence of alien be- aide by side as shown by 
blcs and machines on the the arrow. Such marks 
moon which may be min- . are rather difficult to ex-
big that area. Ia · 

' 'I talked to two men P an geologally ·" 
wbo were hunting in the (All of Templin's 

photos of the moon were 
1ratem part of our coun- aent to him by NASA and 
try. They saw a saucer J e t p r 0 p u 1 s i 0 n 
pbaped craft which wu Laboratory in Pasadena. 
on an ore pile of an aban- On another Apollo 16 
lloned mine. view of the moon there is 
· "Four tubular arms ex- a small rectangle which 
tended out from it and marks the proposed Ian­
moved around in ·the ding site for the first sur­
loose mineral. The arms face photographic mia­
"ere finally retracted sion. 
and the craft took off and "Again there is no ideo­
fitted itself to the bottom' Ufying nwnber on this 
of a cigar shaped craft 
hovering high above. photograph and absolute-

''After a while it ly no written comment. 
detached itself. came When this was shown in 
down to the pile. extended the newspapers. they on­
its arms _ the hunters ly showed a small area 
watched four such trips in around the rectangle. 

"But the three arrows 
one and a half hours. show interesting craters 
Such anns could be much that may not be entirely 
longer and larger on the of natural origin. It is in­
moon due to lower gravi- teresting that only those 
ty. three craters seem to 

"U our solar system is h a v e m 0 r e w h i t e 
rich in minerals that 
Some other system lacks. material showing around 

the outside than any of 
UFOs could be mining the other impact crate~. 

"It ls also of intelwit aCtivity at the Hadley- .Gf slope woald change 
that in one of- tiM Apennine land1ng al&e." .~tfipre. . 
Butman Kodak adver- laidTempUn. :...__~ . "The amazing thing is 
ttsements they said tbat He wrote NASA again • Dr. ElBaz was qUiet on 
'those hexagonal craters and three months later be .NASA doings while he 
t h a t h a v e b e e n got a long distance phone ·was on the payroll but 
photographed need a bet- call from a NASA man after leaving NASA he 
ter explanation.' What w~ said, "We have your said that some of the tan. 
'hexagonal' craters? letter in hand. and we thin pyramids t hey 
They have neer been want you to know that we photographed were three 
shown to us taxpayers." are not ignoring it." times . taller than the 

"A few years ago," The NASA caller ac- tallest building on earth 
said Templin. "I had the eording to Templin 'saJd -and that they were con­
rare chance to talk to Jim "But when we checked in- structed of a different 
Irwin. Apollo 15 astronaut to this we found that we material than the sur­
who walked on the moon. bad made a mixtake in rounding s , ' ' sa i d 
No one was bothering us ourscalefactor. Templin. 
and I asked 'What did you · ~'The feature was not "You see there was an 
really see when you were 400-feet high - it was on- astronaut and a NASA 
on the moon?' " ly four feet for it wu employee both using the 

Templin said Irwin lilnply an o~dinary rock. same tenns and saying 
responded. "It is in- 'Ibis infonnation has got- there were pyramids 
teresting that you should tat out and confused a lot . there built of diffe,rent 
ask. because our landing of peOple, so we decided material than the sur­
site was selected to allow to · spell it out in a com- roundings." 
us to inspect a 400-foot munique and you will be Concerning ~Os .seen 
tall. thin pyramid. con- bearing from us shortly." on earth. Templin sa1d he 
atructed of a different col- ,Templin said, "That finds people telling 
or material than the sur- was over two years qo almUar stories. 
roundings." and I haven't heard from "A young man told me 

Said Templin. ' 'He said them yet. And it is 1m- he was driving on the 
that they had a rough Ian- possible for me to believe freeway during the day 
ding and had to glide that they based their Ian- and saw a triangular ob­
quite a distance -to find a ding . on that data and Ject parked. He took an 
sufficiently crater-free were off only 100:1 on off-ramp and saw the ob­
area to land. their scale factor. 'lbe Ject with a man in a jump 

"When they w~re final- long distance phone call suit standing on it. He 
ly on the surface, they was almost an admission said it was triangular 
found that they were far- that it was actually with a small triangular 
tber from their intended there." t sign on one side. 
site than they had. hoped Templin does haw a · "The young man told 
.and the 'thing' -was pboto of the 1Wl8r surface me when the man on the 
behind . a hPJ, so they taken by Orbiter 11 object saw him he raced 
couldn't see it~ wbich shows prime sit~ into the object and it took 

''However; they intend- four and was received off straight up in the air 
eel to get there by Rover. Nov. 21, . 1966 by the at a tremendous rate of 
the power-operated cart. ~old'stone · Tracking ._." speed. 
But by tbe time they tion. · "It was a new story to 
finis bed the l r ex- "This photograph," me." said Templin. "and 
periments, they had used said Templin. "was given I filed it away as being 
up so much oxygen that to .me by the Jet Propul- doubtful. But sometime 
they would not be able to slon Laboratory in later I heard almost the 
walk back in case Rover Pasadena. Dr. Hibbs at same story from another 
failed - so they had to the lab told me earlier. · man out of state. He 
cancel. Irwin said it waa 'our high resolution described the same 
the biggest disappoint- cameras sent back photos triangular object with the 
ment.of the whole trip. that defied explanation.' · triangular sign on one 

"In that case, . as a "When I asked him side." 
United States taxpayer, 1 what he meant. he said Templin has beard at 
wanted a copy of the 0r, 'They showed shadows of . least two stories from 
bital picture which show- things that just can't be young people who tell of 
ed that pyramid feature. there.' " UFOs which project a 
Consequently. 1 wrote The photo that was light beam which heated 
NASA and told tpem what given to Templin shows a up their cars, but could 
I wanted, but of 

1
course lOng shadow coming from. extend aq~ retract likEl no 

did not mention Jim Ir- ·a white object. "When I .Qtbe~l.tght beams.can. 
win. for 1 did not want to asked him (Hibbs) for ex- · "A friend of mine took 
get him in trouble. amples of the things with a photo in Miami of a 

"Three weeks later, 1 long shadows he pretend- light beam which waa 
got a picture and a letter eel that he hadn't said it. coming out of a cloud." 
which said that they had "When I asked him said Templin. " He was 
hunted through their file about the long shadow on riding with a friend and 
and this picture is the the photo he had given me they were both startled to 
1 t t h h . he said 'It is just the see a bright and sharp 

c oses o w at t ey shadow of a rock with a beam of light probing 
thought · I was talking around the area. 
about. low sun angle.' " 

"What I received from In explaining the photo "When it struck a 
NASA was a telephoto Templin said the white metal sign post he said it 
lens view of the promi- registration marks show seemed that there was an 
nent feature called Silver about 25-feet of the lunar arc to the ground at the 
Spur in the Hadley Delta surface. At that scale. the base of the post. By the 
region. photographed length of the shadow (continued on page 4) 
during the Apollo 15lunar - must be about 300 feet 
surface extravehicular long. although a variance 1 



(continued from page 3) 

time he got hi!! camera 
out, the beam was sweep­
ing across the face of 
buading and he was able 
to get this picture at 250th 
of a second. 

"They looked up and 
saw that the beam was 
coming out of the bottom 
of a cloud. It certainly 
wasn't from a device 
belonging to our military, 
for they do not have to do 
their testing in downtown 
Miaini.'' 

When asked why the 

government is not admit­
ting it knows about the 
UFOs being alien 
visitors, Templin said, 
"You know there have 
been many responsible 
people seeing these thing 
who have been ridiculed 
and had their lives ruin­
ed. 

"Can you imagine the . 
number of lawsuits which 
would be filed if the 
government said they 
have known about ~!lese 
visitors all along?" 

i Ramsey woman 
~ reports UFO 
~ MIDLAND PARK - A Ramsey woman 
'3 claims to have seen an unidentified flying 
.., object hovering above the United Methodist 

Church on Godwin Avenue early Friday mor­
ning. 

:i Police said Debra Vinci of 57 Carol St., 
Ramsey , reported that she saw an object 

j shrouded in red and green lights poised 25 
feet above the church at approximately 1:20 t a .m. She said when she stepped out of her 

tiO car to get a closer look, the object quickly 
"0 rose. and disappeared into the sky, accor­
iQ ding to reports . 

.. " I can 't knock her," said acting Chief 
~ August Faber " I've seen one myself." Faber 
~ said one summer evening a few years ago he 

was summoned by his neighbors and walked 
~ out of his house and found himself looking at e what appeared to be a craft as large as 
S borough hall . 
Ul He said the object hovered noiselessly and 

then followed a zigzagging pattern into the 
sky at an amazing speed. 

Faber said the borough receives a handful 
of reports each year. After Friday's sighting 
officers dialed a national UFO "hotline" 
number that had been posted on the police 
station wall for years, only to find that it had 
been disconnected. A spokesman at McGuire 
Air Force Base said Friday that the military 
stopped investigating UFO sightings in 1968, 
althoo·gh a nati'onal UFO center stil1 
operates in the state of Washington. 

COURIER, ChathaDl, NJ - July 9, 1981 

UFO lights up local skies 
BY PAT LEITHEAD 

AREA - Although no six-inch green 
men have yet been spotted, residents in 
both Chatham Borough and Madison did 
report sighting an unusual phenomenon 
hovering in the sky Monday night. 

The first report was from a young boy 
visiting on Weston Ave., in Chatham at 
9:43p.m . Twelve other calls to Chatham 
police followed during the next 20 
minutes, placing the object over dif­
ferent areas or the town. 

form of heat lighting. Sgt. Joseph 
Markovich of the Madison Police also 
reported sighting what he called a very 
slow moving plane. 

Barbie Johnson and Lisa Mastin both 
of Chatham Borough watched the 
"UFO", reporting it was fiery red and 
sat on the horizon for about 10 minutes. 
"It was three or four times larger than a 
normal star," Barbie said, with what 
looked to be two legs, risers or rays 
extending from it. "As we ran to notify 
neighbors, the object turned white and 
disappeared," Barbie said. The Thomas 
Harrison family of Chatham described 
the object as a bright red star which shot 
off sparks, resembling a fire cracker. 

LIGHT FROM UFO? 

Chatham Special Policeman Dennis 
McCabe watched the object through 
binoculars, describing it as one of the 
most unusual thing he'd ever seen. It 
was a red light which moved -slowly, a 
short distance and then stopped he said, 
indicating it remained in his sight for 
approximately 10 minutes before 
growing smaller , turning white and 
disappearing. 

Simaltaneously. Madison Police Lt. 
Frank Wulff said he saw a pulsating 
orange glow in the sky, which he thought 
could have perhaps been an ususual 

A Summit fireman also reported 
seeing the unusual object. Chatham 
Borough police reported the sighting to 
the UFO Tracking Headquarters in 
Chicago which is standard procedure, 
according to Chief David Woodin. 

Chatham Township and Florham Park 
police reported no calls concerning the 
"UFO' '. 

A friend of Kenith Templin took this photo in Miami. Dark atrow points to shaft 
of light which the friend claimed was coming from a cloud. The light struck a 
metal sign post and the friend said there was an arc to ground at the base of the 
post. 

!!l J Power line blamed for 'air crash' 
A "boom" and some smoke in 

Northwest Portland were translated 
into a plane crash early Sunday after­
noon, but after a fruitless air and 
ground search in 90-degree heat. it 
turned out that the culprit may have 
been a 2)0.000-vol.t power line . that 
kicked ouoof operatwn and later kicked 
back on for no apparent reason. 

The plane crash senario began at 
1:18 p.m. when Washington County 
Fire District 1 officials received a call 

that a small plane had crashed off 
Northwest Germantown Road about 
1 Y.z miles north of Northwest Skyline 
Boulevard. 

The Portland Police Bureau dis­
patched five cars to the vicinity of the 
crash, and sweating officers and Mult­
nomah County sheriff's deputies -
dogged by television and newspaper 
crews - struggled through the rugged 
terrain in search of an airplane that 
wasn't there. 

For about two hours, three helicop-

ters arid two planes searched the area 
without success. 

PGE spokesman Steve Loy said the 
transmission line kicked out at 1:15 
p.m., three minutes before the plane 
crash was reported to authorities. The 
line went back into operation by itself 
at 5:11 p.m. There was no power outage 
because electricity was available frol)l 
alternative sources. 

Loy said PGE patrolled the line and 
could find nothing to suggest why it 
went out. 
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Residents Sight UFO, Unmoving, High Over Area; Experts Stumped For Explanation 
by Michael Hirsh 

It was a reddjsh-orange, elongated object 
which, to the eye, appeared smaller than the 
moon but much larger than the stars, and re­
mained stationary high In the sky for at least 
five minutes, most witnesses agreed . 

Then, In a matter of several seconds, It 
began to turn white, remaining still, until It 
suddenly disappeared . 

But perhaps the strangest aspect of last 
Monday night's UFO sighting In the area, 
reported to pollee by a number of residents In 
the vicinity of Chatham Street, is that no one, 
Including meteorological experts, could offer 
any rational explanation for what It might have 
been. 

Witnesses adamantly denied the object, 
variously described as rectangular or vase­
shaped, could have been an unusual 
fireworks display, since It was too high In the 
sky, remained perfectly stationary, and did 
not emit the luminescence characteristic of 
fireworks. One resident among the seven or 
eight Chatham Street observors, Chuck 
Mastin, said he estimated the object was 11ery 
large and In excess of 40-50,000 feet high 
and, using nearby rooftops as bearings, was 
positioned about 60 degrees In the air. 
Although he acknowledged that scientifically 
his method left something to be desired, Mr. 
Mastin, a chemical engineer by training, said 
he attempted a form of sight triangulation us­
Ing the rooftops and was certain that even as 

the object faded away It was "absolutely sta­
tionary .'' 

Not A Satellite 
Mr. Mastin also said he believed the object, 

sighted between 9:30 and 9:45 that night, 
could not have been a satellite, since It was 
much too large and was not perceived as mov-
Ing, as a satellite would be . · 

Mr. Mastin's opinion was confirmed by 
Morristown Airport's meteorologist, Steve 
Pellettiere, who Is also a Chatham Borough 
resident but did not witness the phenomenon 
that night . Morristown Airport did not detect 
the object, Mr . Pelletiere said . A spokesman 
for Newark International Airport's supervisor 
of air traffic also said that Newark had not 
detected the object and had received no calls 
about It, although one witness, Mrs. Mastin, 
observed that Immediately after the object fad­
ed from sight several commercial airliners 
passed overhead. 

Responding to conjecture that the object 
might have been a weather balloon, a radloson 
program manager at the National Weather ser­
vice In Garden City, Long Island told the Press 
on Thursday he doubts very much It could 
have been that. The project manager, Jay 
Kriefer, said that a weather balloon ''would 
definitely be perceived as moving across the 
sky" over a period of several minutes due to 
wind flow . The Weather Services Atlantic City 
station normally releases a balloon at 7:00 
p.m., Mr. Krieger said, but because the 

balloons stay aloft for a maximum of two 
hours, by the time of the 9:30 sighting the 
balloon would have burst and descended very 
quickly. Weather balloons are normally a 
"neutral" color, Mr. Kreiger added, belying 
the reddish-range description of witnesses, 
and are spherically shaped . 

The phenomenon was first spotted In 
Chatham by Robert Killoch, the Mastin's next 
door neighbor . 

Hotfooted It Home 
"I was riding home on my bicycle," Mr. 

Kllloch said, "when I saw two kids looking up 
Into the sky on Oliver Street, At first I thought 
they were looking up Into the trees, but when I 
saw what it was they were looking at I hot­
footed It home and got my family and 
neighbors outside .'' The Interval between the 
time the children were observing the object 
and the five minutes or so during which other 
Chatham Street residents witnessed It, after 
being told about It by Mr. Killoch, led Mr. 
Mastin to conjecture that the object remained 
In the sky for at least ten minutes. 

Mr. Kolloch described the object as rec­
tangular In shape -- "almost like a cornflake 
box" -- "clay red" In color and pointed In a 
southerly direction. It appeared to be lit up, 
Mr. Kllloch observed, but gave off no glow or 
aura as do the moon or the stars. He agreed 
with Mr. and Mrs. Mastin that the object was 
"very high" In the sky -- about 15,-20,000 

feet, he estimated -- and after remaining sta­
tionary In the sky for '_'a good ten minutes .'' 

"It began to fade . It got lighter and smaller 
until it turned white-- and then It just wasn't 
there. It appeared to just disappear .'' 

Bright but No Glow 
Mr. Mastin, however, attested that the 

phenomenon did not appear to get smaller or 
recede Into the sky as It faded but just turned 
white and "suddenly disappeared ." But he 
agreed that the object, though clearly visible 
and bright - "but not as bright as the moon" 
., did not emit a glow or an aura. 

Another observor on Chatham Street, Frank 
BuJjonl, said that as the object disappeared 
''It flickered like a star,'' Mr. Bujjonl also said 

that ''we all had It pitched to a rooftop, so we 
know it didn't move.'' 

Mrs . Mastin, noting that she herself is 
neither ' 'a believer or a non-believer'' in 
UFOs, said that among the seven or eight peo­
ple observing the phenomenon with her 
"nobody was alarmed or uneasy. We just 
wanted to figure out what It was .'' 

Florham Park and Madison pollee also 
reported a number of calls calling their atten­
tion to the phenomenon . Borough Detective 
Bill Nauta said about 10 or 12 persons called 
In at Borough headquarters to report the 
sighting. 

Mysterious UFO Hotline 
Detective Nauta said the pollee deoartmAnt 

PRESS, Chatham, 1W- July 12, 1981 

reported the sighting to the "UFO Hotline" 111 
Chicago, a classified telephone number given 
to pollee departments around thl) country . 

"What they do, nobody knows," he said, 
"They don't answer any questions, they just 
ask them." 

Detective Nauta said he figured the hotllne 
was In some way connected with the U.S. 
Government, since orders directing the pollee 
department to use the hotllne came down from 
the state attorney general's office . 

Will Chatham hear about Its UFO again? 
The persons running the hotllne "never get 

back to you,'' Detective Nauta said. 
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Of strange dreams and flying machines 
By THOMAS E. MORONEY 

News SteH Writer 
The December night is cold and 

the grcund hard. The year is 1980. 
The 13-year-old 

boy is on his way 
to a scout 
meeting near his 
Foxboro home 
but goes out to the 
backyard first to 
check on his dirt 
bike. 

Suddenly, a 
light comes into view and hovers 50 
feet overhead. 

He hears a sound he later 
describes as someone rubbing on 
the rim of a wine glass. 

When he comes inside after 10 
minutes , his mother will later 
describe him as white as ghost. He 
tells her he has seen a UFO - an 
unidentified flying object'. 

She calls Ray Fowler, a friend 
and state director of investigations 
for MUFON - Mutual UFO 
Network . Ray calls Joe Nyman of 
:\ledfield. a local investigator. 
Nyman is at the boy's house even 
before the boy comes back from 
the scout meeting. 

The boy can't tell Nyman much 
but when Nyman asks him to 
remove his shirt. he is convinced 
the boy h:Js had an encounter with 
something. There, burned onto his 
chest, is an inverted "T." 

Nyman leaves the boy and his 
parents . That night, the father 
records the boy sleeping. 

"No more tests . I have to get 
home; I'll be late for my scout 
meeting . Boy, what weird eyes you 
have. What weird hands. " the boy 
says in his sleep. Nyman recalled 
in an interview last week . 

With the help of the tape, :'\yman 
pieces together what had happened 
m those 10 minutes in the 
backyard. 

between the lines 

A close encounter of the third 
kind - the next day the boy wake~ 
up and doesn't remember a th1ng 
from his dream. He doesn ' t want to 

share his experience with anyone 
but Nyman and his parents for fear 
of embarrassment. 

In the coming weeks, the boy 
exhibits the symptoms common to 
those who have had a close 
encounter. 

·"Fear. They are afraid to go out. 
They have strange dreams and 
soon that fear turns into a fear that 
they are going crazy," Nyman 
said. 

"Two or three beings apparently 
ran medical tests on him . The most 
amazing thing you hear from these 
tapes is at the end of their 
conversation . The aliens tell the 
boy they 'll be back," Nyman said . 

The qut>stiun arises from the 
commulllt\' of trained UFO 
observer~ : ·If. indeed, this UFO 
phenomenon means alien visitors, 
is it possible they keep tabs on and 
examine humans at different 
stages of their lives . If. indeed, this 
is possible. can the boy from 
Foxboro expect future visits? 

... ... ... 
The year is 1981 and the only 

sighting MUFON has on record so 
far as a legi timate encounter with 
something flying and unidentified 
from all of New England comes 
from Connecticut. 

June 18, 1981. Clear day. bright 
blue sky . Wind blowing from west 
to east. 

Aztec twin engine Piper aircraft. 
Cruising at.5,4()() 'eel. Six to seven 
miles east of :'oJew Haven . Flying 
VFR (visual flight regulations!. 

Pilot notices a bright retlection 
ahead . A't first thinks it's an 
aircraft fla shing landing lights but 
upon closer inspection sees no 
wings. Shape was ''a stainless steel 
tire with a rim that seemed to be 
spinning.• · 

Pilot made a 180-degree turn in 
pursuit at 200 miles per hour. 
Unidentified craft is going three 
times faster . Cnase ends . 
Case goes into the files . 

Since 1947. the year most experts 
would call th~.; start of the modern 
era for UFO sightings, there have 
been peaks (the cognoscenti calls 
them "flaps"l , when sightings 
pour in. and valleys, when virtually 
nothing is seen. It's safe to say that 

I UFO sighted thrice on Rte. 89 
I lion Art. .... 
~ t\ llarwH:r rnit.knt. l:ugL·ne l·un:i. hao; 

11111r.1ted anlll\L'' II~.Itl • >rt l ntu hi~ ~1gh ting ol 
lXI <lit u ni tkntilrL·d lly1ng object whit.: he wa' 

lill\r ng hL' III L'L'n 11.1111 11 ' 1 to Com:t>rd ht\1 
~ lll llnt h. 

lie af,o suggc,ted it wa' in the be>t lnter ­
e~t> of the f· AA to rn1·cstigate the incident 
and ah,orb tht· cn\t of r or1·ing the tape . 

Whrttington rckrrL·d l·ucci\ kttcr to Do ­
nald ·1 urner.chirl olthc F· 1aluation Rranch 
olthl· \'cy. Fngland n·g1on of the FAA. 1\ho 
\Holt' a letter to h rcu dated May ~0 . inform ­
ing him that the l'll\l of ohta1ning the tape 
Y.Oldtl ht· $294.25 . payahk tn the I rca~urcr 
ol the l.1nilcd Stale , . 

\\ hrk tra\l· llr n ~ " n Ro iiiL' X9at 7:.l0 p .m . 
.- •lit ·\prrl !_';. l uL'l'l. ;r IL' IIIL'd !\1r l·orn: print . 

~ '""' hL· '''" " t\\ ot' .\ll emdv hrrght ~tar,"that 
hL· 1ho 111~ht 1\l' lc plilneh 

-. ' ()11,· \l,lll'll "here 11 1\il' . hut the 1>thc·r 
~ drop fw d d,>.ll 11 to the· hoHIIPn 1n ,1 lt' r~. IL' r~ 
!!J. rap1d ntot1nn ." hu.Tr , ;lid . " It approached 
:i! me 11 1\a~ an t·qud.ttclal trranglc With 

lrghh ;tlo11g all thrtT cdgo and 11 wt·nt rrght 
I mer me at 150 knot~ ... or about 200 mph. 
i The hrrght light he had ~ccn wa~ " the leading 

apex of the triangle . like the headlight of a 
,: car:· he said . 
4D Adept at judging di,tances in air from hi> t flying experience. Fucci 'aid the triangle was 
C: SU'opcnded at a height of 2.000 feet in the air 
:;! and roughly half a football field in size . " It 

.. wa' all metal and hlad.: in color," he said . 
~ "It wa' gorng to W111dsor, Vt.," Fucci said . 
;:J "T110 ladrc' '""'it there . l here was a sight­
i ing in Harnard . Vt.. too. ·1 he'e were three 
1;: independent 'ighllng' all within a matter of a minlltcs .. 

"I ""a' late rn n:purting it because I 
thought 11 Y.as a '4uadron of H-52's." Fucci 
\ard . l.ater that week. he said. "I read an 
account of the two girls in Windsor. and 
then I rcalited Y.hat my account was." 

I-ucci c:.rllcd the Arr Route I raffic Control 
Center in \'a,hua. re4ucstrng them to save 
the u Hre,ponding radar tape for the loca­
tion and time of hi' \lghting. Generally, the 
center rcuw' rada r t;~pc c1er~ 15 days . 

In a letter dated May X. f·ucci Y.rote to 
Rohnt Wh itt ington . director ol the New 
1-ngl;~nd Reg1on of the h :deral Aviat i•.> n 
Admllll\tralion. <J\krng for a co py of the 
ra<1 .1r t.rpc undt:r the Frccdnm of lnforma-

·1 he FAA\\ it! hold the t:r pc for Fucci until 
.July I of thi' year. according to the tetter . 

.. . 1 he Air l·orn· ~l·ep, a liq of sighting~ . .. 
Whittrngtnn ~aid . hut according to Turner . 
the FAA i~ "not llltcrc\lcd orconrerned with 
l •l-'0\." 

Fucci also notified Phenomenon Re­
search in Seattlc . a national reporting center 
for U FO's."They are co nvinced it"s a real. 
valid sighting." Fucci said. "This is the same 
thing seen in the last ninety days in the Mis­
souri area ." 

The Mutual I JFO NetwiJrk in Seguin . 
Texa,, is conducting an.extensive investiga­
tion into the New Hampshire sighting. said 
Robert Gribble of Phenomenon Research . 
No representatives of the network could be 
reached for comment. 

When asked if he thought the Mutual 
lJ FO Network would buy the tape as part of 
its investigation. Gribble said. "I would he 
surprised if they duJ." 

Although the network is supported finan ­
cially by a large national membership . their 
funds are probably insufficient for the pur­
c hase. he added. 

Fucci's is a "Class A" report. containing 
important scient if 1.: data, Gribble said . l.a>t 
year Phenomenon Research received 250 
Class A reports and three times as many "un­
importan t " ones, he added . 

"I was a non-believer. but of course I'm 
not now ." Fucci concluded . 

'81 is a valley. 
But that hasn't stopped this 

state's MUFON chapter. 
On July 24. 25, and 26 at MIT's 

Kresge Auditorium in Cambridge, 
MUFON will hold its 12th annual 
UFO symposium. This year's 
theme: "Hidden Evidence." 

The scuttlebutt is that it will 
probably be the last time New 
England has a chance to see and 
hear such luminaries on the 
subject of UFOs. 

Allen Hynek, director of CUFOS 
<Center for UFO Studies), advisor 
to the movie "Close Encounters of 
the Third Kind" and probably the 
world's authority on UFOs, will be 
there . Stanton Friedman, author 
and physicist, will also be there. 

... ... ... 
Not everyone in MUFON 

believes we are being visited by 
extra-terrestrial beings. 

Of course, there are people who 
do believe. Merlin Sheehan, a 
Vwhite-haired" homemaker from 
Braintree and one of the longest­
standing MUFON members in this 
state 

"I know I have seen one. Outside 
my personal life with my family , 
it's the biggest thing that's ever 
happened to me. It was Christmas 
day five years ago. It happened on 
early Christmas morning. I looked 
up and way up. there it was, it was 
like J gift. I know I have to explain 
this better to vou sometime, but it's 
like it was d01ie for me, " she said in 
a telPphone interview last week . 

·'When I was a little girl. I used to 
put my chin on the windowsill at 
night. yearning to know what was 
going on ou( there," she added. 

:\·Terlin and her husband have 
visitPd "saucer nests" where craft 
h;l\ e burned a spot in the field . 

Slw also thinks there are all 
kinds of craft visiting us from 
f'\'ervwhere. some hostile and 
sorn~ friendly. The friendly ones 
are protPcling Earth from the 
hostile ones . 

There is also Ray Fowler, 
probably the most experienced 
1m·est1gator in the state. Fowler 
believes UFOs have been 
conditiomng Earth to accept them. 

First. with aerial sightings, then 

Jamhngs. and finally abductions. 
the aliens are slowly getting us 
used to the fact that thev are there . 
Of course, if they ever just came 
right and told us who they were, 
panic would set in. 

But there are skeptics like Joe 
Santangelo, the state director of 
MlWON and formerly of Waltham. 

"Anybody who looks up in the 
sky for any length of time is going 
to see something sooner or later 
that they can't explain," he said in 
a recent interview. 

That doesn't mean they are craft 
frum another planet; it doesn 't 
mean they are not from another 
planet. Santangelo's prime interest 
is to kept everything as objective 
and methodic as possible. 

Then there are newcomers to 
MUFON such as Barbara Frizzell 
of Sudbury, who first got into the 
network for "sociability'' and also 
because she is "intrigued. 

"I have a strong feeling that the 
government is not letting us know 
everything about this subject 
which they know,' ' she said. 

Boil down the common beliefs of 
these ''believers," these skeptics, 
these old pros. and these 
newcomers and there is one 
undeniable fact. 

Throw out the notion that these 
unidentified objects are from 
another planet. Throw out the 
notion, if you so desire, that these 
UFOs are even objects at all and 
you are still left with one piece of 
evidence that will not be denied: 
There is a UFO phenomenon and 
whatever it is, whatever the cause, 
it is something which can have a 
profound and lasting effect on the 
witness. 

... ... ... 
The July night was warm and 

humid. The year was 1965. 
My Uncle Joe and his wife were 

visiting us in upstate New York . 
They went out on the town for the 
night with my parents. My two 
brothers were snoring, but I 
couldn't sleep. 

I rose to the window where in the 
hazy moonlight. I saw a silver disk 
slip across the clouds an d 
disappear. 

KAGLB-TIMSS, Clarea:~nt, NH - May' 25, 1981 

Letter 

Strange sight 
To the Editor: 

The following is a bit old to be called 
current news but is, I feel. or interest to 
people with inquiring minds. 

On March lOth of this year <Town 
Meeting Night l at about 6:35. a reliable 
Charlestown citizen and myself 
witnessed the following as we left Twin 
Maple Mobile Park located off the old 
Claremont Road to go south and attend 
town meeting : 

A large reddish-orange object, oval 
in shape. at about the level of an air­
plane appeared in the sky. It gave the 
errect of sparkling or more accurately 
resembled a fire burning and hovered 
for at least a minute which was the 
approximate length of time we stopped 
and observed. I was riding in the back 
seat and . watched it until It dis­
appeared. About one-eighth of a mile 
proceeding south it appeared again . 
suD-divided into parts for a matter or 

seconds. returned to one part and dis­
appeared. 

Fifteen or 20 years ago when UFO's 
were in print more than they are now. 1 
read extensively on the subject and 
have always been a believer. Having 
resumed reading on this subject let me 
say they are not imngined, especially 
when more than one person agrees on 
what was seen. I realize that the 
government chooses for their own 
reasons to keep such sightings as secret 
as possible. 

Some time was spent directly follow­
ing the sighting to contact neighbors in 
the immediate area but not one or the 
15 or 20 people contacted admitted to 
having seen this phenomenon. Even 
though there was a heavy flow of traf­
fic going south (reported by a 
neighbor) there was none when we 
drove south. or great interest to me 
have been people who told me sightings 
they have seen, some in this area , 
others local Some are afraid of being 
scoffed at so is often happen-stance 
that you learn. 

If anyone else witnessed this or has 
seen similar sightings it would be of in­
terest to see it in print. 

Name Submitted 

CR: B. G reenwo.ci 

Charlestown, N.H. 6 



Camper still probing eerie alien? 
By Spencer Slas 

Of tM u staff 

John Clark is determined to get an answer -
was it the devil or an alien from outer space that 
confronted him! If it was an allen being, did it 
abduct him? 

Clark has been trying to find out ever since he 
went to sleep under the stars in Sequoia National 
Park one summer night in 1975. 

He has been to an Episcopalian bishop, psychi­
atrists, psychics, UFO experts, and the media -
hoping to make contact with somebody who can 
tell him what he saw. 

On Tuesday night, he subjected himself to a 
reading by psychics at the Berkeley Psychic 
Institute of Marin-Church of Divine Man in Santa 
Venetia. 

He emerged as he had gone in - confused. 
•'They all agreed that there was something 

very unusual about me," Clark said, adding that 
they seemed to think something had happened to 
him. 

Afterward, he sat in a bar, sucking on a chain 
of cigarettes, and told his story for the umpteenth 
time - frequently stoppini to ask for an objective 
view of his sanity. · · 

It started when he bolted upright in his 
sleeping bag while his dog was barking to wake 
the dead and heard his friend, who was sitting up 
nearby, ask, .. What in the hell is that?" 

.. It was about 9 feet tall," he said, and it made 
no sound. 

.. I assumed it was gliding because I didn't see 
any up and down movement like with walking." 

Clark isn't sure whether it was covered with 
long blond hair or whether it was wearing 
something that gave that appearance. He got a 
profile but could not make out a face. · 

.. All I know is that what I saw up there was not 
human," Clark said. "It was nothing I have ever 
seen before." 

But more than Clark seeing it, it seemed to see 
him. . 

celt knew·I knew," Clark said. 
The relationship between them has grown since 

that encounter as a result of Clark's search for an 

-...J 

answer. 
He saw more when ·he was hypnotized recently 

by Dr. James Harter, a UFO expert and professor 
at the University of California at Berkeley. 

Under hypnosis, Clark remembered .. yellow 
eyes with black slits" and being in a somewhat 
triangular-shaped room while he was examined 
with tubes that were stuck painlessly into his arm 
and stomach . 

But before hypnosis all he remembered was 
running from it that night. 

Clark's friend threw a 'frying pan at it, ran for 
the car and locked the doors. Clark went for the 
trailer, locked the door, grabbed his rifle and 
waited with his finger on the trigger until the sun 
came up. 

Clark and his friend, Ralph Johnson, who is 
being sought for confirmation of this story, 
searched for tracks the next day but found 
nothing. 

That was only the beginning. 
Clark turned to the Ouija board with the help of 

his ex-wife. 

'All I know .is that 
what l .saw up there 
was not human. It 
was nothing I have 
ever seen before .... 

'I just don't think 
that these things 
happen to every­
body. · It seems al­
most like a game 
that something is 
playing with me.' 

--JoM Clark 

uThe Ouija board saw that it was in camp 
earlier and that it. was standing next to me," 
Clark said. 

He "actually thought" the board was putting 
him in contact with an alien transmission center 
five million light years away. . . · 

It kept saying "Q-on calling, Q-on calling," 
Clark recalled. · 

The board said he bad come in contact with 
"Pozan," who is known h~re as Big Fool "Pozan" 
came from Pluto and crashed on earth in 1863. He 
is a vegetarian, lives in caves, has been shot twice . 
and has been seen by many people who didn't 
believe what they saw. 

-"It sounds so crazy," Clark said with an 
embarrassed laugh. 

Clark didn't want to believe it either. So be 
tossed the Ouija board into the garbage can. 
. Clark, a religious man who now works as a 
district circulation manager for a San Francisco 
paper, turned to the Episcopal . church, visiting a 

encounter 
bishop while in Hawaii on a business trip. · 

uue said it wu Satan posinl ... an allen," 
Clark recalled. "He told me not to go bact to 
Sequoia National Park. 

.. 1 was really shook up at that." 
Next, Clark went to the Academy of Psychic ~ 

Science in San · Diego, where they had a sesalOD 
about his experience. c.. 

uwhat you came into contact wlth was a ~ 
mammal that left Greenland before the Ice Age," 5! 
Clark recalls being told. :-

'!ben came several brushes with death. ~ 
. A hotel where be stayed in Omaha, Neb., wu 1 

leveled by a tornado an hour ~r he got laughed se I 
at for even uking about whether tornadoes mi&ht !i 
hltthere. ~ ~ 

He survived another tor'1ladb near Cleveland. ~ 
On two occasions while he waa ·flying in a .-1 

private plane, the engines quit, only to start up ~~~ 
again just in time to keep them airborne. .. 

Last February, he put 75 cents into a slot 0 
machine at Caesar's Palace in Tahoe City and :.-! 
wo~ the. jackpot - a Cessna Skybawk atnaie- t i 
engme airplane. ~ : 

None of this would have happened, Clark ~~ 
thinks, "if I hadn't seen this thing." ~ 

. 
111 just don't think that these things happen to ~~ 

everybody," he said. "It seems almost like a 1\> 
game that something is pla~ with me." '- , 

wsing for Clark would be going mad. - : 
He was close to falling apart for the tint two _or ~ 

three years after the incidenl - ' 
"I don't ' think very many people could have . 

handled it," be said. u'lbey would be in the mental ~ i 
institution. It nearly drove me to my knees." •• ·

1 Winning for Clark will be getting an answer he ::d 
1 can accept._ • i 

He and · some friends plan another attempt in tot 
three weeks when be will ignore the advice of hiJ 0 

bishop and camp out . at Sequoia National Park at g 
the same site where he· first saw it c+ ' 

Despite his fear, Clark hopes for another o: 
encounter to know once and for all what he saw. 

ult's been bugging me for six years, .. he said. 
uSomething was presented to me and I mlibt 

as well find out wb,." · · 
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UFO Buffs Hear Serious Talks, Odd Tales 
By COLIN McENROE 
Courant SfA!f Writer 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.- Like spastic 
spiders, the fingers. of tomorrow's 
technocrats dart across the consoles, 
tapping and turning, airriing and firing, 
parrying and thrusting. It is the game 
room of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology student center and young 
Scientific Americans are taking a 
break to play a plethora of space in­
vader games. 

A few feet away, it stops being a 
game. About 200 visitors have come to 
MIT to discuss space invaders who are 
very real to them. Some believe they 
have seen spacecraft from other 
worlds. A few believe they have seen 
extra terrestrial creatures. 

Almost all believe there are more 
things in the universe than are dreamt 
in our philosophies and that some 
things in heaven are visiting Earth 
regularly. 

They are attending this weekend's 
12th annual UFO Symposium of the 
Mutual UFO Network, an internation­
al civilian organization devoted to 
studying unidentified flying objects. 

18-foot trailer. He has a strange com­
pulsion to put things in the trailer and 
he has covered its interior with l\ col­
lage that represents, he says, "an ex­
pose of life as it is." 

He has felt a force guiding his hands 
to cut out fragments of magazine and 
newspaper pages and the same force 
chooses the place where each frag­
ment will be pasted. Words and mes­
sages have begun to emerge from the 
chaos, he said. The trailer now con­
tains instructions for living that range 
from information about solar power to 
a new design for baseball (plotted 
around a star, so that the foul lines are 
widened and the shortstop has his own 
base) to the religious message that 
"we need not be ashamed just because 
that bitch ate the apple." 

"I can't go much further," Peters 
said of the project. "It's beyond me 
now . .. . I could get somebody to pay 
me a million dollars for it if I could 
make the right connections.'' 

Lately, something has impelled him 
to try to make connections with Gene 
Autry, who, Peters noted, also owns a 
baseball team, the California Angels. 

For some, it's a reunion with com­
rades-in-arms who've been swapping 
information, methodology and anec­
dotes for decades. For others, like 
Frank Peters, it's the first chance to 
seek a learned opinion on an incident ' 
from the past. 

Peters and his story seemed to make 
the MUFON nabobs nervous, and, 
when he interrupted a press confer­
ence to sputter out a few fragments of 
his tale, astronomer J . Allen Hynek 
followed up with a pointed reference 
to the damage "ding-a-lings, crackpots 
and the mentally tilted" can do to the 
movement's hard-won credibility. Peters is not a MUFON member. He 

showed up at MIT Friday and began 
hanging around on the fringes on the 
symposium, looking for someone who 
would listen to his story. A large mus­
tachioed man with a face creased with 
worry, Peters has a private obsession 
that he thinks may stem from a 20-
year-old close encounter. 

"I've been living in a nightmare," be 
mutters. "Something has possessed 
me. I have to create." 

Peters tells lucidly the story of his 
close encounters in the woods of High­
bridge, N.J . He and a friend were 
camping in a field, surrounded by 
thick woods, on a Saturday night about 
1960. Around midnight, they watched a 
green ball, about the size of the moon, 
with a long tail "come out of nowhere" 
and descend toward a nearby valley. 
Then a tree near the field began to 
glow with an orange halo and a stretch 
of woods about 100 yards long "lit up 
into the shape of a ghostly-type sau­
cer" the color and consistency of 
flame. The saucer then disappeared, 
followed by two flashes in the sky. 

"Needless to say, we were kind of 
flabbergasted," Peters said. 

The two men then saw a second 
green ball descend and fog began to 
roll in. Peters said the next thing they 
knew it was 11 a.m., and neither man 
could recall sleeping. 

Since that time, Peters has moved to 
Plymouth, Mass., and has bought an 
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Peters' story, however, does not­
seem much farther fetched than that 
of Betty Andreasson, who claimed she 
was visited in January 1967 by beings 
who took her away to another world, 
where she was extensively examined 
and given some messages for man­
kind. Members of MUFON, which has 
close ties to Hynek's Center for UFO 
Studies, have subjected Andreasson to 
many hypnosis sessions and lie detec­
tor tests, and she is held up as one of 
the best documented UFO "abduc-
tees." 

On the other hand, Andreasson, a 
born-again Christian, has a way of tak­
ing some of the the scientific wind out 
of MUFON's sails by clinging to her 
belief that the alien visitors were an-

BY MICHAEL 

Betty Andreassoo stands wltb her owo 
mockups of creatures sbe said sbe encoun­
tered. 

Much of the symposium is devoted to 
speeches on serious UFO subjects. A favor­
ite topic is government cover-ups of UFO 
information, which MUFON members be­
lieve date as far back as 1947, when the Air 
Force recovered pieces of a crashed flying 
saucer in New Mexico and 'hushed up the 
matter by claiming the craft was a fallen 
weather balloon. 

The Freedom of Information Act has 
enabled MUFON members and other UFO­
logists to pry loose thousands of pages of 
government memorandums documenting 
the sighting, tracking and examination of 
UFOs, New York attorney Peter Gersten 
said. Gersten has lawsuits pending against 

ge~~ - · . . . various government agencies and already 
That was my ftrst behef, and I still has obtained about 900 pages of UFO-re­

believe it," she said Friday. Andreasson, lated documents. 
44, has since divorced her first husband Hynek and Friedman have emerg~ 
and no~ is married to Robert Luca, who over the years as primary spokesmen for 
also claims to have had a UFO encounter. the movement. Their styles are radically 
A book about her experiences, "The An- different and MUFON members have a 
dreasson Affair," is popular reading habit of llning up alongside one or the oth­
among UFO buffs. A sequel is in the works, er. 
she ~aid, based on a second set ?f hypnosis Hynek, a soft-spoken astronomer in 
~Ions ~hat uncovered memones of a pre- his early 70s, has held various prestigious 
VIous, childhood encounter. academic and government posts, but he 

Andreasson irked some MUFON has been scourged by his academic col­
members by showing up at the conference leagues for insisting on the scientific valid­
accompanied by her papier mache mock- ity of UFO-related data, long before belief 
ups of the two types of alien creatures she in UFOs became widespread. 
encountered. Physicist Stanton Friedman An investigator and researcher of the 

subject since the late 1940s, Rynek contin­
ues to insist on scientific caution, claiming 
he cannot reach a conclusion affirming the 
existence of extraterrestrial spacecraft. 
Hynek initiated the first system of UFO 
classification and coined the terminology 
Close Encounters of the First, Second and 
Third Kinds. In recent years, references 
linking UFOs to occult phenomena have 
begun to crop up in his writings, worrying 
some long-time followers. 

Friedman's academic credentials are 
less impressive. Holding only a master's 
degree in physics from the University of 
Chicago, he worked 14 years in nuclear 
physics research for corporations like Gen­
eral Electric, Westinghouse and Aerojet 
General. Friedman is now a full-time lec­
turer and investigator of UFO phenomena. 
More outspoken than Hynek, Friedman 
does not hesitate to claim the existence of 
intelligently piloted spacecraft from other 
worlds. 

Although Friedman asserts there are 
no bad feelings between him and Hynek, 
there are obvious disagreements and 
Friedman's aggressive, glib style has 
made him a threat to Hynek's long-time 
status as the chief guru of MUFON . . 

Some of the other major personalities 
at the symposium include: 

• Budd Hopkins and Aphrodite Cia­
mar. Hopkins, an amateur UFO research­
er, has just published a book called "Miss­
ing Time," which details the stories of six 
alleged UFO abductees, most of whom 
were born in the same year and apparently 
had repressed memories of one or two ab­
ductions- one at the age of 7 and a second 
during puberty, implying "some kind of 
long-term study," Hopkins claimed. Cia­
mar, a Hartford-born New York City psy­
chologist, examined three of the abductees 
under deep hypnosis. 

• Cynthia Hind, a Zimbabwe resident, 
whose investigations of Africans living in 
primitive isolation have revealed, she 
claims, UFO encpunters that parallel those 
recounted by far more sophsiticated peo­
ple, including, she said, "the same psycho­
logical experiences as people in New Jer­
sey." 

In corridors and cafeterias, the regis­
trants kept up a steady hubbub of talk, us­
ing names and terms that have become 
indispensable parts of the UFO believer's 
lingo- the New Zealand incident, Project 
Blue Book, Marcel's metal, the Valentich 
tapes and the Midwest cattle mutilations. 

Beyond all the talk lies, in many cases, 
a fervent, almost religious, hope that one 
day the government and the press will ac­
knowledge the validity of UFOs. Friedman 
and other participants, l~ke Manchester at­
torney Robert Blechtman, claim that an 
awareness of extraterrestrials might help 
us all begin, as Blechtman said, "to think of 
ourselves as earthlings" rather than na­
tionalists. 

Ironically, most of the participants 
have never seen a UFO, but Friedman 
countered, "I spent 14 years chasing neu­
trons and gamma rays. I never saw one. 
but I believe in them. I've never seen A us­
tralia ... " 
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-FOREIGN NEw~s 
N01l'rHBRX BCHO. Darlington, Kngland - May 30. 1981 

Trio have close encounter 
Do11n-to-rarth Dalr!l farmt-r 
Clark Stont-!1 is trying to 
kerp hi~ feet on the ground 
todav aftrr he 'd Sl't'n a 
UFO. 

with UFO 
find an rxplanation," he 
said. 

"l',,e thought of all snrt!li 
of thin.lts it could he, t>ut 
nont' of thl'm fit. I'm 
baffled." Clark , his wifr Grrta and 

~ lsit or Stan WaL'ion arr all 
conYinted thn saw a small 
flyi n~o: saucer on their farm 
in remott- Arken.urthdall' . 

The shiny silvH dist , 
about two fert across and 
~ix inch('!; deep, was 
htwf'rlng alongside a frnce 
on thr farm . 

Grf'ta said: "Thr mt-n 
had just come from . thf! 
('OW byrr and at first Clark 
thought It was a frrtiliser 
sack. 

" But it !irrmrd to hr 
looking for a 1\'a~· through, 

going hack and forward 
about five feet each way. 

"It was a bit likl' the 
frlshl'cs children play with, 
hut YI'TY shiny." 

Sensed 
Thr mrn callrd Greta 

nnd approached the obit'tt 
- Stan got within 20 ft'f't 
of it. 

"Suddrnly it just lifted 
up in the a_ir u if it 
senst'd Stan grttlng 
nnrt'r," ' said Greta. 

"It wu as if It was h.-ing 
pulled. It went very 
smoothly at about 5 mph 
until it dlsappearPd into 
thP douds. 

"Therr was no noisr. no 
smoke, nothing. It was all 
really wierd." 

Nonsense 
!Han Watson, a scientific: 

officer from Stockton, 
managrd to draw a ptcturc 
of whal hr saw. 

"But I'm still trying to 

1'\one of the thne 
rxpl'cts thr \\'orld to take 
thrm seriously. 

Grf'ta !laid: "I alv•ays 
thou~ht things likl' this 
wer• a load of nonsense 
until I saw for myself. 

"But I didn't ima,1ine 
this. Thrl'l' sensihlt' adult 
peoplr all saw it in· 
dividually. 

"And up ht'rf' Wf' have 
hrtter thin.:s to do than co 
round druming up things 
frum the sky." 

PACIFIC STARS AID STRIPES, Tokyo, .Japan - June 14. 1981 CR: Y. Mat:nmura 

Unexplained sky lights 
Unexplained bright dots float In the evening sky 

over Taipei, Taiwan, In a phenomenon that the 
Taipei Observatory said It could only classify as 

unidentified flying objects. The dots, count~d at 
"more than 10," hovered motionless for about one 
hour. (AP) 

SOUTH WALES KCHO, C&rdi!'!, Wales - July 1, 1981 

UFO-reoBy! It was 
A STRANGE "plane 
without wingt" ho•erecl 
o•er Cardiff as thrM 
boys played cricket 011 
Gree11woy Pork in 
Rumney ••• 

Allll - CloytoR lllght, 
eged 11, a"CCIIrothen lo" ..... 
Stephelt Sco=~:!;.T!' 11 ..... 10.- It­
_.... CMit ...... Of'lhary 
- Oft URhleRtlflecl flyh11 

-t.:·- _,......, w.ck 
eiiCI It - -lty low-flylllt." 
..w Claytoft, of c-c.... 
c•t, TNW~. ~ MW the olltect - ..... s.- 011 
Motlflay. 

"It co-•-wtth a -'of 
whlrri"t IIOiM aM we tlloutht 
lt-•tet-IMtMIIIt 
tu ............ , ..... eltfll 
- 110 ......... ..w Claytoll. 

"It eowte - .... tope of ..._....__...._thee-. 
lege. It wet goillg ve.y, ve.y 
fatt. 

"We lwt loob4 .t It CNMl = : ::., ~!....to_!: 
allout lt. a..tw- ........ It 
to .... polka. .. 

Claytoe eath•ete4 tM 
ellfect to .,. -- 50 feet 
............. it ............... 
.... ally - six to 10 __.. 

~ !dC:taW their 
,.,... .wllat ..., .... -· 

,.. s-4N se--n, .... 
...,., ...._,, Mtd1 "I jim 11-...., ...... - ..... ............ __ ....... 

a 
And here's how it 

Ilea- all oWer llloy up tile 
,.,.. ... ~to ..... 
- a UPO a httle while 010 
........ _.......lttoiiiJ 
chi!c~Na. 

''TMy ......... ..w ... ,. 
tllillg fib ·. tt1i1 MfoN. ·My 
,.......twa,,........(-.M 
ehr) ... ,_.( .... t..),w-

there,,!-, eiiCI tlley eaw­

.w.r:~ ScaMMell lt•ya, •f 
Harris A,....., RUMMJ, ..W 
tlley hocl110 apedal ""-' Ill 
IC--.fictiow, ltut C.ytow 
.... '*MOO,fiJ eiMMit UFO. aiiCI 

.-.s.::;: w.- ,.._ -

looked 

finlled tMt ............ ..... ...... ............... -
• UFO spotters, left to right In 
top picture, Poul,Ciaytan, ..,.., 
Jonathon and Stephen With 
their drawing of the object. Pic­
tured above is o close-up of the 
drawing . 

UFO seen 
in Southland 
NZPA Christchurch 

The Civil Aviation 
Division in Christchurch is 
invt•stigating reportt•d 
sightings of an uni<k.-ntifit-d 
flying object ncar Wyn· 
dham. in Southland, last 

., night. 
§ One of the reports came 
.., 

0
.: from the pilot ot a light 

aircraft, and the other 
I : from a forest service 

"CC .lie ranger. 
:j u Constable P. Reid, the 
r-f . a Wyndham poli~4.'man , said 
• last night that he pt.•rwn· 
~ 0: ally knew the ranger who 

had made the n•port . I -.lJ · "He was appart•nlly a 
• • bit embarraSS('<! ahout il , 

.. but he is a lcvcl-headt.-d 

j
"' 

0

,:: chap." 
... Constab~ Reid was un­

. ab~ to get in touch with 
either the ranger or the 

14 pllot who reported the al· 
Jeged sightin~ to the Civil 

i
"' Aviation Divtsion at ln .. 

vercargill . 
He said he did not know 

what the reported object 
had looked like, what it 
was doing, or wh4.'rt' it was 

"' 110 -

- except that it was St.'t.'n 
wayoutinthe 
backblocks." 

~, ,,~~j~j 
~/11 · at~::go.t~ 

f~~~~~YI'f . , 
THRE~ ·;a':i~ morning 

fishermen · reported 
sighting a convoy of 
more than 100 unidenll· 
fi..t flying objects over 
Leicester. 

Mr. Paul Gamble, one 
of the three celebrating 
the start of the coarse 
fishing ,eason . on the 
River. Soar near Frog 
Island at about 1.45 
a.m. said: · "We looked 
up and saw first one. 
then a stream of 
trl<~ngles, with lights on 
the side . 

.. They were not 
planes. as we saw a jet 
passing beneath them. 1 
have never seen any· 
thing like it in my life." 

The sightings came 
after a spate of UFO 
Incidents 

i l11n 's UFO is 
i . 110 bedtime 
! story ••• 

IT had just g o n e 11 
o'clock when Ian Snape 

11 switched off the TV and a went to bed. 

i But what he saw as he closed 
the curtains made him get 
dressed rapidly, phone the 
pollee abd rush' outsid~ 

.., with his binoculars. 

~ 
An unusual egg-shaped 

object with red, orange, 
green and white lights re-

:e :~~~gR!~~~~. ~~Ia~~~~~~~ = ·And now, Ian, 30, of Mill Hill a . ~~~a h~l~c:sb~~n ~s uc~g~ 
But still hardly able to 

.. believe h1s own eyes, he 
::Z: wants to contact anyone 
~ else who may have seen ii! the phenomenon over 

I 
Revidge at around 11.10 
p.m. yesterday. 

Ian said today : "I went to 
bed, but I looked through 
the window and saw this 

i ~~!~g ~~~le. tn \he ~~r 

I 
dressed, got my binoculars 
and sat on the wall out­
side watching It for about 
three-ouarters-of-an hour. 
It definitely was not a 

I 
plane. It was not moving 
then suddenly it vanished, 
re-appeared somewhere 
else, vanished again and 

~ came back to its original 
U spot. 9 
~ 

"It was so unsual I phoned 
. the police. I would like 

someone to give me an 
explanation as to what it 
could be. Someone else 
must have seen it too." 



I 
NIW U.l-~0. 
ALIIf1 FOil 

COUNTY 
A Pembroke Dock family bM a 

._ breakfut-tlme aurprtte u UMJ 
.., looked out of the window• of &betr 
• bome on Mond'-J• . 

I For tbere In the sky, abON atwlt 
home at 22 Meyrlck Street, Mn. 

.- Val Horvath and her daupt.en 
o to spotted what theJ are sure _.. a 
tM D" U.F.O. 
..,. .- The obJect tlrst appeared at. 
e about 7.55 p.m., and at flrat. Mn. 

'
~ 1 - Horvath thoulht It wu .a apeck of 
~ paper fioaUnl up from a boQftn. 

1
" • But then It stayed In vtew, airel­
-~. lQ t.belr hOUM and ... med to 

: 1leam 1n the aunllaht. 

I
' Mra. Honatb, 17-year-.old 
, Jeanette, 18-year-old Tta aDd 14-

,ear-old CaroUne fetched Cbelr 
binoculars, and what tbeJ aw 
made them cert&ln a- craft. from 
outer space was In the lkJ. 

"It. was aaucer-llke In lhapt, 

I 
lb1ny on top and dark wtderDI&&b 
wltb flash1nl red llahta around 
the qe'', Mrs. Horvath aid tNa 
week. , 

1 ''We watched lt~for nine miDu&el 
altogether before It disappeared 
In the cllreCU6n of Swanae&. n W&l 
Ulolut.ely fuctn&Una, but ..u.r 
rrtchMnine". 

J~ Orange 
-~-.glow a 
A. : . 

~mystery 
fj A MYSTERIOUS howr­

ing orange light has Bey 
... of Plenty people seen­
~ ning the night sky. 

Since it was first spotted N two weeks ago the u.pt 
bas been seen by seftl'al 

'~:· people including Mr IIICI 

; 
Mrs Laurie Newton w11o 

· say it definitely wasn"t aa 
aeroplane. 

4iC "We are not tbe sort of 
people to get excited about 

l 
this sort of thing and 't1IWre 
sceptical but we have botb 
aeen it twice," Mrs Newtoa 

~ told Sunday News tbis 
_ week. 

The retired Tauraqa 
l couple first saw the JJcbt 
• while returning ·from 
· Auckland two weeks ap. 
- They stopped the car ..t 

_....~ watched lt for several 
minutes. 

"It was about 2 miles 
away and stayed motioo­
less for a wbile tben 
moved ·. towarda 

~ Tauranga." 
~ They spotted it aga.ID a 
u few days later from tiM* 
..., billtop borne as they were 

going to bed. · 

1
- This time they saw tbe 

'liiht change from white to 
orange. . . 

"We watched· It ·•Ink 
~i over the hill tQwarda 

Tauranga." ·. 
Later the couple ·were 

~ phoned by a Tauranta 
woman who had also teen 
the lighl 

"We . are keeping our 
feet on • the .. ground over­
this. I don't want to start 
Saying we have . seea a 
flying saucer . but it Ia. a 
real mystery." 

"We will be watcJdn& 
through a bigger pair of 
binoculars f rom now OD," 
Mrs Newtoc said. 

-

.Matthew 
spots 
a UFO 

~ 8ULLSEYE member 
• ·Matthew Higina 1aw 

I
• ..- aomethina ltraqe wileD 
~ he was bifd.watcJUna. 

'

'.- ; " It waa a UFO," aaid 
~ Matthew, 10, wbo JOel to St. 

-~~ I Tboaw the Apolt)e SchOol, 
IN ' Cbcnley. . 

I
I Matthew wu bird-wall&tiaa a : from the bedroom or his ...,_ 

i 
eo, at r6 Wbeataah .R.oad, 

Cbertley, wbeD be .,u.d .._ 
round object in ~ sty. 

So be aot out hia poc:bt 
.. ....... aod took three pel 

1
- : picturea-d it bef'ore it dit­

' llppWed. 
w.ttt.ew laid that DO OM 

would. believe him wbea M Aid 
t; be bad seen the UFO, but aft« 
· · ..ma tJae pietura they wwe 

... 10 IUI'C. 

lo--.,if'youbaw-a 
WIO, why DOt let J'OUI' old Prv1 
..... about it1 

!l -Shleldhill 
;i girls sure 
;c · they saw . 

1 
l 

a ·'flying 
saucer' 

I ~IX frightened primary school­
dlildren claiia they had a ._ 
eac:ounter with I flyiDa I&UC., a. .. The Jirls, aU from Shielllbll 

'!i Primary, were playiDa oa the 
fi · football field at the school ,._ 

they said • the UFO ap.,....S. 

I
" Teu-~-<*1 Ana Telt'er said: "A 

. had of cows ill an adjoiniDJ field 
lllampeded as the blact.aOIIIId 
saucer zoomed ia aod taa...l 
abcwe the JfOUnd. 

She aoct:the other girls dac:ribed 

·~- liJht beams came out ol the ,tllaoal of the disC befOre tt ... 
' ..... ait - iin. 

Clair ~ (9) ol 77 ·Mala 
. Street. Shieldbill, said: "It wu a 

. friatJteaiaa . experience. It dil­
appeared bato a cloud thea .... 
was a shower olsparb as thaaah it 
aploded. 

Their teacher, Mrs leaD Harris. 
said the _pn. were hJ*rica& .._ 
tbey came back into the claurQca. 
They all ~ve a similar dac:ripdoa 
ol the blcidenl 

The lDcidcat wat'DOt reported to 
!be pOllc:e. Howeftf, aa RAF 
.,.., ••• Ia Loadoa Slid tltae 
... ... - Nplrtl ol .., 
........ tbat .... 

More Lights 
Sighted 

t Furtber ll&htlnas of mysterious lights .._ 

) 

the sky on Wednesday night have been 
reported, this time from Edendale . 

1 At 9pm on Wednesday, chll· of space de~rts re-enterlns tM 
;dren travelling In a mint bus atmosphere . 
Jfrom Wyndham to. Edendale Reports of the 6.15pm siaht~ 

I 
iAW a brl&ht ll&ht lD the sky to- lng have also come In from llv· 
wards the town. erton, Te Anau, Mossbum, 

Wendy Byres, qed 12, de- Queenstown and Arthurton. 
_scribed the light u a •'really A Queenstown couple, MriM 

'"""bright oranae colour, about the Mrs J . F. Freemantle, repartee( 

J 
slze of the bottom of a milk they both saw a light .while drtv• 
bottle." lng back to Queenstown from 

• 'The light sort of went off and Christchurch on Wednesday 
-:on for about a minute," Wendy night. · 
said last ni&ht~ "It then wobbled The Freeman ties were 
, and fell down a little ln the sky rounding a corner on the Crom­

. ~ before it disappeared." . well side of Tarras about 6.15 
+I Not all of the eight people In when they saw what they de­n 1 tbe bus, however, saw the mys- scribed as a bright white Jlpt, 
~: terious ll&ht. . something like a parachute 

._, .. Some of them did not be- fiare, which lasted only a few 

l
illeve us, so they didn't look," seconds. 
Wendy said. The couple said the light apo 

Meanwhile, the cause of a peared to be about a kilometre 
· myttery light reported by a mo- away in a paddock In a southerly 
. - tor-cyclist near Kenninaton at direction. · .lt.l5pm on Wednesday bas not It seemed to disappear the 

yet been established. ,but a way a flare would, about 10 de­
member of the local astronomi· grees above .the horizon. 
·..a society, Mr . G. L. ·Hall· Mr Freemantle, a member of 

. JOMI, said last night it could the Wakatipu Aero Club, said he 
beve been a meteorite of a~ ~ld plot the direction or the 

. - - light on his flying chart if any­
body wished to establish II a 
piece of meteorite or anything 

CR:_ P. • P. D1ckuea had landed. 

J 
• 

A Mossburn man, Mr R. 
Smith, said he saw a light at the 
same time as the other reported 
slghtlngs when he was driving 
along the Lumsden-Mossburn 
highway. · . 

Mr Smith said be was near 
the Oreti river when he saw 
what he thought was a flare ap­
pear In the sky. The light did not 
appear to be very high, and he 
:thought it would have landed In 
the Oreti river, had It not dis· 
integrated . 

The motor-cycli~t who tint 
reported the light near Kenning· 
ton described It as •'a bright ball 
of light, like an electric arc 
light." He said the light fell at a 
high speed and flared before ex­
tinguishing. 

What did 
Walter 

see? 

LAliCWIIf:RI BVDim" ~~ 
-iiacldiili., -iftlland :.. .rUn.- 2!1, 1981 

J A BilleWey awa'a claiJD dial fHJ 
aw u IIIIWelld.fled flytq objeee 
.... Hlpam ..... dle-Hlllla .... 
loeaUcated by UFO e~adaaliuta. 

- Tbe mu, Mr Walter Bnn, J aaw a bript lilbt sbaped like a 
~ f'lllby football, wlddl travelled UFO lnakes Frank-see red! 

AN Acerln gton man's 
visitors provided a mystery 
early today. 

For as he waved goodbye 
to relatives Mr Frank 
weatell spotted another set 
of visi tors-this time !rom 
outer space. 

Mr Westen. 41. of Dov.-n­
ham Drive. Fern G'·~. saw 
a red ftashing light hover­
tng over the moors above 
Darwen. He a nd h is family 
watched the lights for over 
~ aD .ho1D aD4 lb· 

Westell is convinced. they 
were watching a UFO. 
· "I thought it could be a 
plane at first and then a 
helicopter but it stayed for 
too long and· was too high 
to be eithet:." sA.td. Mr 
Westen. "I phoned my­
cousin who had been visit­
ing us and she saw the 
same thing. It was ve~· 
clear and we had so Ion~ 
to observe it that we had 
·every· chance to discount 

·~· WAal aplaMUc- ~ 

J aloaglicle · Ilia ear, IUdia& Mt 
lleam'a o,. greea Ugbt. 

It slayee aloapide for •beMa& 
five. millates, before cUNppeariDc· 

" from view. 
19 A aoo.k4!smaa for Blackley 
S Aeliill Pbeaomeaa lllvesd1atlou 
~ said: "T1ae witDe,. states tbat lie 
~ deesa't ·believe -ID UFOs, bat 

wOuld like to bow if aayoae el.e 
§i .... it. 
~ .. He is aa.tisfied that it was DO a ilormal aircraft, and say• &Jaere 1 0 
iQ •••t be a locical expla.DaU011." 



The disappearance 
three years aco of 
pilot Frederick 
Valentlch over a ... 
Streit may be the 
openlnc needed for 
UFO lnvestflators In 
Australia. 

" The authorities have 
been sweeping these 
sightings under the 
carpet for so long now 
that the carpet is 
bulg ing, " UFO in­
vestigator Mr Paul 
Norman said in Mildura 
yesterday. 

"On top of the carpet is 
Big Brother - but the 
carpet is going to burst 
one day," he said. 

Mr Norman arrived in 
Mildura on Friday night 
to investigate a number 
of reports of flashing 
lights observed in the 
Renmark , Werrimull 
areas last week. 

Mr Norman, an ex­
patriate American, is the 
Victorian UFO Research 
Society's only full-time 
investigator. 

His experien::es with 
Unidentified Flying Ob­
jects goes back to 1953, 
when as a supervisor of a 
hydro-electric power 
station in his home State 
of Tennessee, he wit­
nessed what appeared to 
be a helicopter coming up 
the river. 

Mr Norman said he 
turned to go back inside, 
then realised the object 
was a fanning sort of 
helicopter which made no 
sound. 

Mr Norman came to 
Australia 22 years ago 
and was a part-time in­
vestigator for the resear­
ch society until his 
retirement in 1976. 

Siner thf'n hr has 

SURRAYSU DAn.!, M:1..l.dW.a, Victor~, Australia - August 11 • 1981 CJl: J. Magee 

Disappearance 
• 
IS of pilot 

still a mystery 
devoted all his time to In­
vestigating and collating 
evidence concerning 
sightings and personal 
encounters. 

And according to Mr 
Norman there have been 
many over the years, 
although both the 
American and Australian 
Governments have been 
tight-lipped about the 
sightings. 

Mr Norman said that 
although acceptance of 
UFO sightings had in­
creased among the public 
over the past 30 years, 
both Governments still 
discounted sightings as 
genuine. 

" However, organi­
sations such as Citizens 
Against UFO Secrets 
<CAUS) are breaking 
down the barriers," Mr 
Norman said. 

He said that through 
the Freedom of Infor­
mation Act, 1000 
documented reports of 
UFO sightings had been 
obtained from the 
American Government. 

"A rurther 56 key 
documents are still being 
sought,.but, although we 
have proor or their 
exlstrnce, the Gover-

nment denies their 
knowledge." 

Mr Norman said CAUS 
had already begun court 
proceedings against the 
U.S. Government to have 
the documents released 
and he felt that this would 
be achieved soon. 

One of the documents 
CA US wishes to obtain 
details of the events 
surrounding a UFO en­
counter with an Army 
helicopter over the skies 
of Ohio in 1973. 

"Commander Larry 
Scoyne and his crew of 
three were flying a U.S. 
Army helicopter over 
Ohio when an object 
hovered overhead,'' Mr 
Norman said. 

"At the time the 
helicopter was flying at 
about 1700ft. The UFO, a 
silver metallic-like cigar 
shape, with a red light, 
suddenly changed the red 
light to the color of green 
and pulled the helicopter 
to 3800ft at which altitude 
there was a bump and the 
helicopter broke loose. 

"The crew got back to 
tell the story. Frederick 
Valentlch didn't," Mr 
Norman said. 

He said although the 
two incidents were five 

years apart each had the 
same characteristics. 

"A lot of interest, both 
in Australia and 
America, has been shown 
in the Valentich case. 

"Up until the pilot's 
disappearance many 
Australians took little 
notice of UFO reports but 
because so many people 
witnessed strange lights 
in the sky at the time of 
the disappearance many 
are taking the UFO 
theory seriously," Mr 
Norman said. 

He said an Australian 
organisation was in the 
process of producing a 
documentary film about 
the disappearance tying 
it in with other similar 
reports. 

He said still much more 
information regarding 
the pilot's disappearance 
was being kept closely 
guarded by the 
Australian Government. 

"But I think the Valen­
tich case will be the straw 
that broke the camel's 
back as regards UFO 
sighting credibility in this 
country," he said. 

INVESTIGATING 
UFO SIGHTINGS STANDARD, Warm&llbool, Victoria, Australia - August 7, 1981 

Documentary film A full-time UFO Investigator Is In Mlldura checklns aevenl 
eyewitness reports of fl .. hlq llchts observed at Werrlmull le•t 
week. 

The lights were ap­
parently observed from 
as far afield as Renmark 
and Mildura, subsequent 
investigations have 
revealed. 

Investigator for the 
Victorian UFO Research 
Society, Mr Paul Nor­
man, has already col­
lected information from 
several people who have 
claimed that they saw the 
lights. 

He said yesterday his 
investigations had also 
tmearthed two reports of 
recent sightings involving 
a "cigar-shaped" object 
in the sky. 

Mr Norman has been 
researching Unidentified 
Flying Object sightings 
and related evidence for 
the past 28 years. 

He is the research 
society's only rull-time in­
yestigator. 

He arrived ·in Mildura 
on Friday night and, 
depending on the infor­
mation he can collate, 

will be leaving the district 
this Thursday. 

Since his retirement in 
1976, Mr Norman has 
devoted his full time to in­
vestigating UFO 
sightings in Australia as 
well as sifting through in­
formation concerning 
reports from America 
and other overseas coun­
tries. 

Much of his time is 
spent touring Australia 
investigating reports . 

It was because of a 
report in Friday's edition 
of the Sun and Sunraysia 
Daily that prompted Mr 
Norman's VISit. 

The appearance of 
flashing lights was first 
reported by a woman 
listener of the Renmark 
radio station, 5RM. 

The lights were se~ ~ 
Senior Constable Roy 
Fletcher or the Werrimul 
police who reacted after 
hearing the report on the 
radio. 

Mr Norman · has 
already contacted at least 
15 other people who 
witnessed the lights at the 
same time. 

He said the reports in­
dicated the lights were 
green in color . 

However, some reports 
dated back to two months 
before last week's sight­
ings, Mr Norman said. 

"The sightings con­
tinued during the two 
month period until 
reaching a peak at the 
weekend," he said. 

Mr Norman said while 
in Mildura he was also in­
terested in hearing from 
any person with informa­
tion regarding other 
similar reports. 

"I'm seeking factual 

evidence which will help 
prove the occurrence of 
the sightings." 

Mr Norman stressed 
that photographic 
records were of great 
value in documenting and 
verifying UFO sightings. 

plan progressing 
While in Mildura, Mr 

Norman will be available 
for private interviews 
with witnesses who have 
observed UFOs. 

Filming of Bass Strait segments of a two-hour television documentary 
on the disappearance of a Melbourne pilot in 1978 may begin before the 
end of the year. 

During his visit he can 
be contacted on 23 0883. 

His home number · is 
(055) 950348 (Timboon 
near Warrnambool). 

He can also be con­
tacted through the 
research society ·on 
03 5922502 or P.O. Box 43, 
Moorabbin, Victoria, 
31119. 

According to VIc­
torian UFO Research 
Society vice-president 
Mr Paul Norman final 
planning and casting 
are being carried out by 
Sydney fUm producer 
Brian Morris. 

Mr Norman Is in 
Western Victoria untll 
March completing 
research and contacting 
witnesses of reported 
slghUngs related to the 
disappearance of 
Melbourne based pilot 
Frederick Valentlch , 

who supposedly disap­
peared in the 'Bass 
Strait Triangle' in Oc­
tober 1978. 

Mr Norman returned 
from America last 
weekend where he 
researched and lectured 
lor tour and a hair mon­
ths. 

He discussed the 
overseas Cllmlng seg­
ment of the documen. 
tary while In America 
and exchanged brief. 
lngs with fellow resear. 
chers on his return to 

PIOII:KR, Lucknow, india - June 28, 1981 

UFO 
Sir-Ttus haa reference to the 

news item 'UFO sighted' (The 
Pioneer' J·une 23>. 

I would like to inform you. 
that exactly the same type of 
object shining and· mwe lumin­
ous than the evening star' was 
sighted by me on the evening 
of Thursday 18th June just be­
fore sunset. 

It appeared in the East at 
about 6-40 p. m ~nd was visible 
as a 'white shining object !TlUeh 
brighter than the evening star 
which h8d not appeared by this 

time. At first it remained sta­
tionary but after a lapse ot ten 
minutes it gradUally started 
moving towards tb• . west and 
after doing so for five minutes 
,it stopped and as tt did so itt 
colour d!anored trom white to 
brick red. 

Next, to my ~, It 
Sltarted Jai"lac be!~ att4 ct .. 
appeare withlo a.. period ol i1e 
minutes. The-~ e,itode 
lasted for about twent)r mlnu­
.__ It did JKJt lea.w a trait 
• mentioned in the news item. 

Dlaeerf.l ,. ... .Pebe1r. 

Melbourne on Saturday. 
The fUm, based on 

Gary Lester's book 'The 
Devils Meridian' has at­
tracted several top­
name actors. 

Several people claim­
Ing to have been Involv­
ed in UFO incidents 
overseas have agreed to 
participate 1n the film­
ing. 

Mr Norman spoke to 
helicopter pilot Major 
Lary Coyne, who with 
three crew members en­
countered a UFO attack 
while flying a US army 
helicopter In Ohio. 

The men claimed thtl 
helicopter was 'pulled' 
from 1700 feet to 3800 by 
a green light from a 
silver cigar shaped 
UFO. 

Mr Norman said 
American officials In· 

eluding those 1n higher 
levels of the scientific 
community had ex ­
pressed interest In the 
documentary . 

The production with a 
$.5 million budget will 
be !limed in the south 
Otways, peninsula 
areas and Bass Strait . 

It will be called "Close 
Encounters of the Real 
Kind" and Is being pro­
duced by the Sydney. 
based Mlngara Film 
Companv. 

This company with 
producer and owner 
Brian Morris has won 
several Australian and 
documentary awards . 

CR: P. Norman 

II 



This sketch reconstructs the unidentified 
flying object the Thew family of Temuka 
claim they saw near Temuka this month. 
It was estimated to be around 32ft in 
diameter , with a height of 15ft, and with 
windows around the multi-coloured object. 

UFO paced 
us, Temuka 
family says 

.. 

i 

Staff Repor ter 
An hour-long late 

night encounter on a 
South Canterbury back 
road has convinced the 
Thew family of Temuka 
that unidentified flying 
objects do exist. 

1\lr and Mrs Ken Thew 
yesterday described how 
a multi-coloured flying 
object paced them along 
the Waitohi Road in the 
early hours of the morn­
ing of July 12. ap­
proaching to within 120 
yards of their car and 
changing colours as it 
went. 

Mr Thew, a motor me­
chanic, said they had 
alwavs had an open mind 
on UFOs before their en­
counter. but were now 
convinced such 
phenomena existed. 

Mrs Thew said they 
knew by the hour of the 
night. the manoeuvres 
and closeness of the ob­
ject that it was not an 
aeroplane. 

While Mrs Thew was 
fr ightened by ·the en­
counter and wanted to 
drive faster, her husband 
wanted her to pull over to 
the roadside to get a bet­
ter view of the object. 

They were returning 
to Terriuka from Pleasanl 
Point with their three 
daughters. 

Mrs Thew, who was 
driving, said she thought 
the lights were a re­
flection on the wet win­
dows. But after winding 
down the -window. the 

·couple could still clear ly 
see the ohject. 

They said it seemed to 
be approaching the car . 
then abruptly stopped 
about 200 to 300 metres 
away. then changed 
direction and began to 
pace the car. 

"The sight itsel f didn't 
fr ighten me, but the car 's 
speedo told the story of 
how my wife felt." l\lr 
Thew said. 

··when ·we opened the 
car window and the ob­
ject came closer to the 
car . it was something we 
had never seen before. 

There was no notse and it 
was quite apparent this 
was a controllable flying 
obj ect ." 

Both Mrs Thew and 
her eldest daughter were 
intr igued by what 
seemed like the shape of 
a " . . . a figure eight" 
which seemed to be out­
side the object. 

In movement. a fan­
like tail of golden-red col­
our appeared to follow it, 
but the "tail" was not 
visible when it was sta­
tionary . 

The ob~ect finally 
''shot away' towards the 
east. 

It did not seem to 
move between two ponts, 
according to Mr and Mrs 
Thew - "suddenly it was 
just somewhere else." 

Mr Thew said that as 
soon as he · got home he 
wrote down all he could 
recall while the incident 
was still fresh in his 
memory . 

The Thews said that 
after reaching Temuka 
they followed the V FO. 
which ·was still changing 
colours to the east ol the 
town. towards the sea. 

Giving up the chase. 
they returned home, and 
the C<)Uplc said when they 
looked up. the object was 
hovering above them at 
an al titude of about 
lOOOft. 

Mr Thew said yester ­
day that although their 
sighting had lx.-en a fort­
night ago. his wi fe had 
seen another strange 
light in the sky only three 
nights ago. 

The Thews were un­
aware unt il yesterday 
that the shape and col­
ours of the object they 
claimed to have St.-en 
were almost identical 
wi th a detailed UFO 
sighting in Illinois, Amer ­
ica, in 1!!52. 

In that sighting a 
nurse. Mrs Ann Sohn. de­
scribed a sim ilar shaped 
craft, complete wi th win­
dows along the side and 
the same reddish colour 
to the object . 

MAINICHI DAILY NmlfS, Tokyo• Japan - August 7, 1981 

UFO Sighted In 
Northern China 

An unidentified flying object 
<UFOl was sighted on July 24 in 
the northern part of the sky 
over Tibet. Peking's Xinhua 
news agency reported Wed­
nesday. 

Quoting a meteorological 
official in the region, it said a 
br ight object which appeared to 
be about the size of a table 
tennis ball , surrounded by a 
r ing of blue-white light of 
var iable brightness, moved 
from east to west at an 
es timated speed of 120 
ki!orneters per minute for seven 
minutes. 

As it moved, he said, the 
center of the object brightened 
and began rotating in the op­
po site d i r ecti on to the 
movements of its surrounding 
rings, which began to dim and 
widen at the same time. 

He observed six rings during 
the first three to four minutes 
and the outermost r ing grew to 
between 20 meters and 30 
meters in diameter. 

As the center dimmed, the 
rings faded but then the 
brightness of the ring of blue­
white light around the object 
increased. the official said. 

He added that the object 
emi tted no sound. 

TRANSLATIONS 
1 ) City and country of incident: Fuentecen (Burgos), Spain 
2) Date of incident: February 13, 1981 
3) Name of paper and date of clip: PUEBLO, Februacy 18, 1981 
4) City ar.d country of new::~paper: Madrid, Spain 

AT FUENTECEN (BURAlS), IN THE NIGm' OF FEBRUARY 12-13, 1981, A UFO I.JJ.,TI)EI) 
AND A SMALL ROBOT WAS s&EN 

* Lui::~ Dominguez Diez, witne11s of the phenomenon, with his wife and 11on, 
attested to some amazing taet11. 

* The "machine," a po!!!!ible extraterre::~trial craft, was 140 em. high and 
70 e~~:. wide, and replayed the barkings or a dog. 

We bring today to our section the mo::~t spectacular and amazing eese known 
up to now, this year. Many time!! before, we have said that CEJ are scarce, 
but in t his case we have an exceptional CE3 of great importance in order to 
learn more about the UFO phenomenon. The ease, lasting for more t han one 
hour, happened at Fuenteeen (Burgos), about 17 lan. from Arande de Duero, 
towards Valladolid. The witnesses were Hr. Luis Dominguez Diez, his wife 
and son. The encounter wa11 in the night of February 12-13, ar.d began at 
4:30 a.m. 

The witne11s himself informed us about hb experience. It took place in 
the early hoUI'll of February 12 and in the last hours of February 13 , the 
witne11s phoned "Pueblo." {"'Translator's note: There llllSt be ::~ome error 
about the date::~.J The report was attentively listened to, and about 
midday Saturday the 14th, we talked again with him. There was no doubt. 
Hi11 declaration wall backed by the imprints that the UFO left in t he site 
ot the landing. Our duty wall to go there, to verity them and to inform our 
readers about it ••• and 110 we did. Now "OVNI Experieneia" (UFO Elcperience) 
give!! you all the information about thi11 important ease that occurred in 
Burgo11. 

o "We went hoN. " 
- "Mr. Dominguez, could you tell u11 what ;you saw exactly?" 
* "We own a pub and that night we closed late. I was going home when I 11aw, 
at ground level, two reddish lights. They were about 150 meters away. I 
got elo11er because I thought they were the head-lampe ot a ear. But, I saw 
them rising and a !fltl moment!! later they went down again. I arrived home 
and, with the lights ott, we (~ wite and I) began peering through the win­
dow. We could see that the "object"-we could not tell it it was ::~olid­
made a ~Strange spin. I told ~ wife to wake our 11on up, because that wa::~ 
worth looking at. She did so." 
- "Was the object still ?• 
* "No. It moved like a falling leaf; one mo111ent it wa11 on one side, the 
next it wa11 backward!!, etc. We all saw that. Later, ~ wite decided to 
go to bed.• 
+ •Yes, I saw the lights, but I was afraid and did not want to continue 
watching them. I· did not want ~ hu::~band to go out, wo. I was afraid 
and I went to bed. The dog wa11 barking continuously, • 11aid Mr. Dominguez 1 11 
wife. 
o •The obj ect lit the surrounding::~." 
- 11Did the object do something special?" 
* •Yell. When 11\Y son and I were alone the object began to fire from time to 
time something like a rocket that lit the ~Surroundings as it it were day­
light. It was incredible." 

The phone call with Mr. Dominguez wa11 fluent. It wu possible t o feel hi!! 
N special 11tate ot !Spirit, having witnes11ed thoae unusual fact::~, that, once 
~ again confirm to us the ineonte11table reality ot this phenomenon. But if 

!
.CIIf the11e data were interesting, even more were tho11e about some kind ot robot. 

* "All that lasted for more than half an hour. Then, a few moments aft er the 
"spacecraft" had landed again, we heard some foot::~teps. We saw something 
like a robot, 140 em. high an:i 60 em. wide. It was a cubic robot." 

~ - "Had it head, anDll, etc.?" 
* "We could not discern b~ features. It had a metallic look. We saw how 

ttl it got closer to the tence, one meter away from our house. We have a small 
-d dog that was barking continuously. The robot mimicked the barking, but more 
.3 slowly. I n that moment I lett the kitchen window and went to t he W.C. be-
•• cause there was a ::~mall window from which we had a better view. There, I 

1-< could attentively look at the robot." 

~
H o "I decided to go closer." 

- ''Were you afraid?" 
* 11At the beginning, ye11. I could !eel ~ flesh creeping and I had a strange 
feeling. But later, after having ::~een that !or almost one hour, I was not 
afraid . I asked 11\Y son, 'Where ill the torch?-•. I found it and also took a 
hunting knife, just for safety. I unlocked the door and when I opened i t to 
go out, I could ::~ee that the robot had disappeared and I also saw how the 
"craft" rose in the ::Jky and went away over a fore11t to the right of the house. " 
- "Did the craft make some noise?" 
* "Yes. It made a ::~trange nobe 11imilar to that ot a high-voltage cable." 
- 11Do you remember how long you 11aw the robot ?• 
* "About 20 minute!!. It had no head or &r~~~::~. We only saw the cubi c body. 
Nothing el11e. We also heard the noise it made when it arrived at the site 
where I ::~tack the wood." 
- "What wa::~ the night like?" 
* •It wall not good, quite dark. I thinlc this was the reason why we could 
only ::~ee the cubic body. 11 

o "The light::~ split up" 
- "What did you do when you went out?" 
* "The "craft" wa::~ moving away and flashing. I wa11 perplexed when I noted 
that the red lights were alternately united or ~Separated about 3 meters. 
Later on, they di::~appeared. 11 

Hr. Dominguez wanted his son to talk about the incident and handed him the 
phone . They went to bed about half pa!!t seven in the morning. They slept 
tor ::~ome hours and later they went to the landing place. And there they 
round many imprints and trace::~ lett by the "craft •• 

- "What imprints did it leave?" 
* "In the yard we have a circle ot burned wood, where the robot had stood. 
In the field, where we saw the object, there were some traces in the gra11s 
and burned soil. We al::~o found ~Some hole!!." 
- "Have the::~e holes ::~ome special form?" 
* •Ye::~, they have a half-moon shape." 
- ''What was the robot like?" 
* "A l ittle shorter than me." 

We al11o wanted to know why Mr. Dominguez had phoned our newspaper, "Puebl o," 
and not to other media. He said: "The following day I told the incident t o 
soll'.e neighbors who, besides blaming me for not having called them, suggested 
that I call some newspaper. And I called the one that is received here. 
That was the rea::~on why I phoned "Pueblo. " 
WK SAW THE IMPRINTS 

When Mr. Dominguez showed U!! the site !rom where he saw the UFO rising and 
!lashing the blinding light that changed night into day for a few moments, 
we verified that the area wa11 mostly burned-about 5 meters Lbut curious­
ly, the burned remairu1 we found do not 11eem to be due to some fire; it Wall 

just as i! a strong wave o! heat had pa::Jsed over the ground. 
In other word::~, t here were not any deep burns . We ::~aw very few ashe::~ and the 
area was not uniformly burned, only in soll'.e spots . 

We could also find two deep holes-30 em. long and 2 em. wide-of a ci rcular 
form. The distance between them was 130 em. &.nd they appear in diagonal. 
That suggested to us t hat there had been some kind of tripod. Tnen , a few 
moments later, we found the third hole, almost hidden by the gra::~::~ . The 12 
distance was also the ~Same. 

Maybe it i::~ worth clar ifying that the direction of the hole::~ wa11 f rom t he 
center of the triangle--logically the three holes formed an equilateral 
triangle of 2-meters-long ::~ides--towards down a.M. away as i f, once t he UFO 
was hovering a few clllll. above the ground, the three landing gears had been 
unfolded in order t o land. 
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• .... FORTEANA NE~"WS . 

IN AFRICA AND IN SPACE, TWO AMAZING EXPEDITIONS 
PREPARE TO PROBE MILLIONS OF YEARS OF MYSTERY 

I • aim 
to bring 
back a 

.The aMrch Ia o• ••• but will we actuaflr 
find a relative of the brontosaurus 7 

live dinosaur 
SCIENTIST l)r Roy 
Mackal is a rare 
breed of eccentric. 
He has to be for he's 
about to go in search 
of a dinosaur in the 
swamps of Africa. 

And he even hopes to 
eatch one! 

It wlll be a month-long 
.earch - beginning 1n 
October-in the Congo for a 
ten-ton, ~o toot long semi­
aquatic dinosaur. thoustht 
to have llved 70 million 
)'ears ago. 

What would he do with It 
U he found U? Trap It and 
haul lt back hoping that U 
doesn't tum Into a King Y.::>llll 
\1Pe ator)'? 

OPTIMISM 
SII)'S the doctor : "Well I 

~~:U\o 2~ a ~~~~t~~;·t~ = ::•ae~~~~ :; t'~~tt!i 
of BruaaviUe for Ule ConiCO 
Oovemment to put an exhlbl· 
\lan· 
.~~O:.ua!ten':u':t ':fkt:~~ 
biUion and the chance~ aa·e 
we're ohubll moonbeam~ .. 
•• U tN.\ OM chance cUdn'\ 
:\'\a~ wg~nJ.:. .. MtLlnr 

anJJ'•J:~~~ •:::~~F.!:11::l 
ICIIIl&la'-aGYtntll"l'l !Ike Dr 

Dr. Roy Mackal talking 
to Brian Vine: New York 

Maekal that help puab beck 
Ule ban'iera of man'a lmow~ 
leclee evan 1n Ulia rare fteld. 

The d:lctor wW rlK fever, 
disease, · venomoua Ylpera. 
blo.ck mamba ana.kes, and tbe 
unseen dangera of wacllDg 
through chest·hilh aYamJJa 
to catch a K}1mpee of Jloule­
mbenlbe, the B&Dtu word for 
the quadruped brontoaaurua 
believed to be atill roaming 
the dense hlnterlalld of Ule 
Congo. 

"It's a prett7 tall order be­
cause t.he area from which 
the reporta have come from 
In the paat 200 years measures 

!:·~ ~ :!::'a~~~a~e :!!~: 
fuf of British understatement. 

Naturally, he'a been down 
this trail once before-on an 
expedition which he nnanced 

~~~=lo~~ ~{:~~e; 11~ 
author to the tutbooll for hta 
kind, " eearchlnr for HlddtD 
AnlmalL" 

The motez..m~be ma.v 
have at~~oyed hidden OD hia Jaa\ 
trip. " But ..,. foullcl \he food 
the dlnouur'a NPDOIICS to 
eat and brourht I& *k. J\'a 
a food plant lmcnm JocaJJJ aa 
malomba, a rree fruit W\lb 
a milky white •P·" 

The dlmena\ona of wha& he 
11 tr)'llll t.o accompU&b e&DDO' 

daunt him, after an .. ~. 
Mackal spent a decade loot­me for anothet more tamoua 
elu.stve " hidden animal." tbe 
Loch Neaa Monater. 

For ten yean be dlreeted 
tbe Loch Ness Investlp.Uoa 
Bureau In Lolldon and oa oae 
attemoon on t.be Loeb In 
1970 he claima to have aecn 
old Nessie. . · 

"I saw her myself on the 
surface j u s t brietly, aa we 

· were pulling up .our h7dro­
plane cables " said Dr Maetal. 
' It was IL dl.lappomtment 
really becauae for me lt 
settled the question of 
Whether the monster exilllted. 

"It has been Nta.blilhed by an &he evideoce now and by 

~nP1~:u~n'e :m: ot
1uff:! 

M&llllaChu.c;ett.a Institute or 
TechnolQCY. All we need now, 
u . far aa I'm concerned, ta a 
~I men. 

SICHTINCS 
• But I pve · up a* L o o h 

Neu ~ua It wu aettinl a 
Uttle crowdecS.'' 

Howner, Dr Maokal w1U 
have pleDt.J of elbow room Ill 
~ Oonro- " No one waata to 

r .. ~~nt:e,:,r.t he: :l:t':. ":1':: 
a hallow t'huckle. 

"llut &lUI Ume lantf4 ot 

And etandln• by for the ch•noe of • lifetime ••• 
DAILY iiFIU6, London, Jacland • JWlt 26, 1911 

~ throueh the swamps, 
we're rolnr to use dur out =-~ ':'ita an~~,: 
reached laat tlme. In t h e 
caDOeiS tt will take ua only 
four da:va ap1Mt the :10 daya 
al wadina up rlver. 

SlcbtlDp of live dinoeaiU"S 
have been reported to him by 
Jocala, some of whom bad 
never aeen a white man 

=~~~ r;g~ed~t ~ 
rramatlc picture boot with all 
the anlmala of Africa. 

ADVANCE 
We were shown a cave 

where the animal had been 
aix weelts before we arrived. 
We haven't even photo-
1111Phed Its footprlDts yet. But 
we think . the species we wilt 
ftnd 1a smaller than the eon­
ventlonal dinosaur. probably 
onl7 15ft long with a head 
the lize of a rhino, three 
clawa and long legs. 

Tile location the Mackal 
mrpedltlon heads for will be 
a detrree above the Equator­
n area that remain!\ a com­
plete blank on today's maps, 

But like every lood sclen­
U.t, the ,~tor Ia taking alon!f 

~ lmto n:e1~anf:~fe t~~~ 
be.a and wotect the exptc11-
tton'a 18fety, Sonar probes 
wblOb wUl work by starllvht 
a ltiOir&Phlcal navintional 
lfttilm which uaea 18tellltes to 
place them within ton of any 
PYIIl apot and video camerU. 

FINANCE 
But wtlatev.er hltrh tf'Chna. 

1c_)cJ the tt'aan haa with tht~tn , 
the nueclJUon will hatve to · !!." f/6 the Ianda eatlnlf wild 
-ll&lliL amall antfoiOPt'll. and 
alb from the unn,.hecs rtv~ra. 2; P~IH wlll atlck U1 th.-lr 
...,_: ouann-a 10rt of 
.._, 11 :h~iou!::a. l~nw 

• DOD'\ eare for I& much 
.,.. " •n the doctor. 

All oU lll&ll baa put UD 
....... to auoplement the 
.. or 1011\1 ., the hhth tech­
DDlcla' Oil thll expedition and 
&he Nit. t Dr Maokal will 
~ ftnance htmaelf. 

lat htJfH'• ' "w .. n thr~ 
.... UN! fWW'IM.IaiiLh WI" ,~ . 
U1ICI& for miiiJona of V,lrll 
'W tbt7 found one off Uae 
.._. of Alrtoa In liM. Now 
t11aw are 10 ll)eOimena around

13 tbt wo'rJcS." 
.... &be Chloqo Zoo m!th& 

Jaa,. _. cWrlcul\y feedlnl 
alld bcluaiN 10 CSUloaaun. 
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Cattle mutilations remain a mystery 
Editor's Note: Following Ia tbe 

first in a 3-part Press-Citizen report 
Oil the Wl&Olved mystery of animal. 
mutilations in Iowa. 

By LYlE MUUER 
Prea CIUsen Reponer 

When investigators at Iowa State 
University examined a 125-pound 
calf found mutilated on May 11, 1980, 
in a rural Keota farm field, they 
believed they had made a major 
breakthrough. 

The 
mutilation 
mystery 

First In a series 

"They were able to determine that 
there was human involvement,, 
Washington County Sheriff's Lt. Jack 
Dillon said. · 

The information was important, 
for no other reason than "it kind of 
shoots the die-hards in other states 
who say they (the mutilators) are 
predators," Dillon said. 

The calf, owned by James Water­
house, was not the first farm animal 
mutilated in the nation, the state, or 
even Washington County. Reports of 
farm animal mutilations across the 
nation are numerous and have have 
baffled investigators. 

About as numerous as the reports 
are the theories about why they hap­
pen. 

Gerald Shanahan, director of the 
Iowa Division of Criminal Investiga­
tion, said, "It's sort of an enigma that 
we'd like to get to the bottom of and I 
suppose other people would like to.'' 

To date, there have been no arrests 
in the mutilation cases the DCI has 
investigated. In most cases, rough 
terrain, decaying carcasses, and the 
lack of witnesses have made it diffi­
cult to determine exactly what hap­
pened during the mutijations, Shana­
han said. 

"Actually, what is left in each case, 
I think, is different," he said. "The 
last ones that we had were mutilated 
and the eye was removed, the left ear 

and the genital parts were re­
moved.'' 

DCI investigators strongly suspect 
religious cult activity. "Sometimes 
there's an absence of blood, for what 
reason I don't know. That gives more 
credence to a cult-type operation 
where the blood is extracted," Shan­
ahan said. 

Dillon said investigators were 
lucky that Waterhouse's calf was 
found before the carcass decayed. 

"Prior to that, the average person 
that you'd talk to in some other state 
would say it's predators," he said. 
"If it had laid another 24 hours we 
probably couldn't have been able to 
do that," he said about finding evi­
dence of human involvement. 

Cult activity is suspected in the 
mutilation of Waterhouse's calf, Dil­
lon said. "There was no blood at the 

· scene. The animal could have pretty 
well been dead before the mutilation, 
but I don't know for sure." 

The calf's tongue, eyeballs, and 
scrotum were removed, he said. 
"Based upon the similarity (with 
other reported mutilations) it almost 
appears it is some kind of a cult that 
uses these organs as part of a· rit­
ual." 

Shanahan said the DCI has been 
investigating reported mutilations 
since the late 1970s. 

"We have our beliefs," Shanahan 
said. "A lot of people don't necessar-

ily agree with them, but all we can 
say is that they (mutilations) are 
being done by humans for whatever 
reason we don't know. 

"Until we get to the bottom of this, 
we'll probably never know," he said 
of the motives behind the mutila­
tions. 

"We've got people we've talked 
to ... and they're in certain groups," 
he said. "It (cult .involvement) is 
pretty much documented, not so 
much in Iowa, but other parts of the 
country where these things do 
occur.'' 

Not everyone is as convinced as 
Shanahan about who is doing the 
mutilating. Members of the Mutual 
UFO Network, Inc., a nationwide or­
ganization of persons who investi­
gate reports of unidentified flying 
objects, are also interested in the 
mutilations. 

Grant Callison of Galesburg, m., a 
field investigator for the organiza­
tion, said members are "becoming 
more and more convinced that UFOs 
are responsible" for mutilations. He 
cited the uniqueness of some of the 
mutilations, as well as signs of possi­
ble radiation at some of the sites as 
the reasons. 

"I would think that the UFO I 
would be seeking would be occupied 
by aliens with the knowledge of tech­
nology we can't understand," Calli­
son said. 

Why aliens would mutilate fann 
animals, rather than humans, is "an­
other mystery," he said. "I can't 
prove a UFO's involved, either, be­
cause no one's seen one of these 'clas­
sic• mutilations perfonned." 

Callison said almost all theories de­
serve investigation. "The only theory 
that I don't respect is the theory of 
birds or animals mutilating another 
animal," he said. 

Shanahan said of the UFOs: "We 
never got into that aspect of it." He 
also said there is no evidence that the 
U.S. government is in'volved in a se­
cret military experiment, as some 
theorists have charged. 

Those who believe the government 
is involved in mutilations point to 

· reports that helicopters have been 
heard or seen in areas where mutila­
tions have occurred. Dillon said he 
interviewed two people who thought 
they heard a helicopter near Keota 
when the Waterhouse's calf was mu­
tilated last year. 

"I personally don't believe in some 
of those things," Shanahan said. But 
be added, "You have to keep an open 
mind. If you make up your mind one 
way or another, then you're not a 
very good investigator." 

NEXT: The state DCI investiga­
tion is hampered by a shortage of evi­
dence, personnel, aDd money. 
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What on earth was that? 
No one knows; theories fizzle .out on the Upstate's mysterious 'Big Bang' 

By JIM PHilllrS 
N~ll'S slafl writer 

Some residents in area!> of both 
(ar(llinas and Georgia were startled 
Wednesday afternoon by a n0ise de­
scribed as sounding much like a 
sonic boom, an explosion or an 
earthquake. · 

The sound shook houses in Char­
lotte, N.C. and caused panicky peo­
ple to light up the police switch­
boards in Gaffney, Greenville and 
Spartanburg in South Carolina and 
Gastonia, Monroe and Charlotte in 
North Carolina. 

And nobody knows what it was . 
Officials disclai m responsibility -

or even kno"'·ledge- of the loud 
booming noise that apparently 
cracked out of nowhere about I :30 
p.m. Wednesday. 

No supersonic commercial or 

military aircraft were reported in 
the area. according to the Atlanta 
Ai r Route Center, so the sonic boom 
theory apparently bit the dust. 

Air traffic controllers at the 
Greenville-Spartanburg Airport re­
ported nothing unusual. 

Shaw Air Force Base in Sumter 
had no aircraft in the skies when the 
incident was reported, according to 
Sgt. Jerry Little of the public affairs 
office at the base. 

"We're very familiar with it." Lit­
tle sai d, explaining that the base 
had received seve ral calls. "but it 
didn 't come from here." 

The reponse from the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administra­
tion? "We didn 't do it." 

Dick Young. NASA public infor­
mation ofiicer at the Kennedy Spare 
Center at Cape Canaveral. Fla .. said 
he had received four calls about the 

mysterious noise . 
"The only thing I can think of i5 a 

sonic boom." he said . "We've had 
no launches or anything that would 
give us any connnection with it." 

Although several people described 
the sound and accompanying shock 
waves as similar to an earthquake, 
the geological theory fell the way of 
all others. 

"Nope, it wasn't an earthquake," 
said Leroy Irby of the National 
Earthquake Information Center in 
Golden. Colo. "We've checked and 
checked and there has been no no· 
ti ceable seismic activity in the 
area ." 

The department of geology at the 
University of South Carolina in Co· 
lumb1a affirmed the earthquake cen· 
ter's report. 

Another theory was espoused, this 

one plausible - at least on the sur­
face. 

At 12:36 p.m . Wednesday, the 
seismological observatory at Vir· 
ginia Polytechnic Institute in 
Blacksburg, Va ., recorded some­
thing very similar to an earthquake. 

Had it been an earthquake, it 
would have registered about 3.0 on 
the Richter Scale. 

But it wasn't an earthquake. 
"We recorded a rather large strip 

mine blast from eastern Kentucky," 
Gil Bollinger, director of the observ· 
atory, said. 

But since such blasts generate dif· 
ferent compression waves than 
earthquakes, there was no way to 
determine the magnitude of the ex­
plosion. he said. 

Such blasts are recorded fre· 
quently at the Virginia facility,Bol · 
linger said. However, Wednesday's 

blast was larger than most. 
But when asked if the strip mine 

blast could have been heard in 
Greenville, Charlotte or Atlanta, 
Bollinger responded : "No way. We 
couldn't have even heard it right 
across the Kentucky border in Vir­
ginia." 

One last hope in finding the 
source of the sound, short of believ­
ing in extraterrestrial visitation, 
rested with the National Weather 
Service. 

Another dead end. 

The sound was not caused by at­
mospheric conditions, an NWS 
spokesman at the Greenville-Spar­
tanburg Airport said. 

What has been determined for 
sure is that there was a boom in£ 

sound - a noise so loud that Pam 
Fowler, a Spartanburg County depu­
ty. thought a truck had hit her 
house. 

"It just shook my house," she 
said. 

Similar blasts have shaken the 
Carolina coast off and on for the 
past several years. 

In one such incident, the boom 
was believed to have been caused by 
an F-4 Phantom fighter engaged in 
the mock defense of the Beaufort 
Marine Air Corps Air Station. 

Representatives from the station's 
legal department distributed claim 
forms after the incident. 

Other "sonic booms" in the Beau­
fort area were much like the one re­
ported Wednesday and were never 
explained. 

Mutilation probe short on funds, evidence 
Edltof's Note: Folio~ is the sec­

oad in a 3-part Press-Citizen report 
on the unaolved mystery of animal 
mutilations in Iowa. 

By LYLE MUUER 
~ QHz- 1\eponer 

With a little more evidence, per­
soMe!, and money, the Iowa Division 
of Crim1nal Investigation could be 
closer arresting someone in connec­
tion with reported mutilations of 
farm animals, according to DCI 
Director Gerald Shanahan. 

Shanahan's office has been investi­
gating mutilations since the late 
1970s. In a nine-month span begin­
ning Sept. 15, 1979, the DCI was 
called to investigate nine farm ani­
mal mutilations in Washington, Polk, 
Boone, Hardin, and Black Hawk 
Counties. 

Mutilations were reported as close 
to Iowa City as the Riverside and 
Keota areas during that span. 

More recently, mutilations have 
been reported this year in the Ames 
and Marion areas. But little evidence 
is available, making the task of in­
vestigating the incidents difficult. 

The 
mutilation 
mystery 

Second In a series 

"It's been frustrating only because 
we haven't been able to spend full 
time on it," Shanahan said. "With 
our other things we have to do, it has 
taken on a low priority right now." 

Shanahan notes that his depart­
ment, like every other department in 
the state, is operating with limited 

funds. "With our budget cuts we have 
agent vacancies we can't fill," be 
said. "The two most visible things we 
do are crimes against persons and 
narcotics. and that's just about a full­
time job right there." 

More time to investigate mutila­
tions could translate into results, 
Shanahan said. "If we had the ~ 
sources to put on it, I think we'd prob­
ably resolve some of these things. We 
have constantly followed any cases 
that are reported. 

"Proper reporting is a problem be­
cause sometimes we feel they (the 
animals) have been mutilated, but 
then they lay out in the field for a 
couple of days. If predators do get to 
them, they can make it difficult to 
confinn." 

One of the mutilations that was 
reported in time involved James and 
Berna Waterhouse of rural Keota, 
who found the carcass of a 125-pound 
bull calf on May 11, 1980. 

"(James) heard the cow bawling 
and he found the calf down there," 
Mrs. Waterhouse said as she told h,ow 
her husband found the calf in a field 
surrounded by a wooded area. 

' 1Tbere wasn't any sign of blood." 
Washington County Sheriff's depu­

ties were called and the call was 
taken to Iowa State University, 
where investigators detennined a 
mutilation occurred, and that it bad 
been done by humans, not predators. 
The calf had not been sick, Mrs. 
Waterhouse said. · 

"A calf will be sick sometime for a 
day or so ahead of time before they 
go down a hill and die, so it was really 
a weird experience. (There was) no 
evidence that any of the calves had 
been sick and that was the reason he 
thought it was really strange. 

"He got to checking the call over 
and found these strange things," 
Mrs. Waterhouse said. Among the 
findings were that the calf's eyes, 
tongue, and sexual organs had been 
removed, she said. 

Shanahan said his office is not 
ready to arrest anyone for any of the 
reported mutilations in Iowa. In fact, 
he said he is not sure what charge 
would be lodged against someone 
caught mutilating farm animals. 

"There's a question as to what the 
violation would be .. . destruction of 

~~Proper reporting is a problem because sometimes we feel 
animals have been mutilated, but then they Jay out in the 
field for a couple of days," said Gerald Shanahan, director 
of the Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation. 11If preda­
tors get to them, they can make it difficult to confinn. '' 

property or something like that," he 
said. "When you come right down to 
it, it would be very bard tel pick a 
violation." 

Johnson County Sheriff Gary 
Hughes said there have been no re­
ported mutilations in Johnson County 
during the past several years. 

Sheriff's deputies thought they 
might have had such a case on June 
14, after the carcasses of two calves 
owned by Lawrence Kott were found 
near Prairie du Chien Road, just out­
side the Iowa City limits. But Hughes 
said the animals apparently were not 
mutilated and that the case is no 
longer under investigation. 

On June 17, three mutilated lambs 

were found in a Marion farm field 
owned by Wesley Follensbee. The 
Linn County Sherifrs Department is 
investigating that incident. 

Meanwhile, Berna Waterhouse 
said she and her husband are more 
aware of what is going on near their 
farm, even though they bad been rou­
tinely checking their cattle every 
day. 

"I guess we're more aware of 
strange vehicles, or that type of 
thing," she said. "It makes us more 
apprehensive of any activity like that 
around the neighborhood.'' 

NEXT: A nationwide network of 
volunteers is beavlly involved in the 
investigation of animal mutilatioas. 
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Horse mutilation leads to Project Stigma 
Editor's Note: Following is tbe 

third in a 3-part Press-Citizen report 
oo tbe unsolved mystery of animal 
mutilationa in Iowa. 

By LYLE MUlLER 
~Repor1er 

In 1967, a horse named "Snippy" 
was found mutilated in the Rocky 
Mountains of Colorado. 

Thomas A. Adams, a student at 
East Texas State University in Com­
merce, Texas, investigated the muti­
lation in 1970 as part of a class 
project. 

He was hooked. "When we arrived 
in the area and began talking to ~ 
ple we became more and more en­
thralled with their accounts of what 
really was happening," Adams said 
in a telephone interview from his 
home in Paris, Texas. 

In late 1974 and early 1975, other 
mutilations were reported in Texas. 
The cin:wnstances iilvolved resem­
bled those when "Snippy" was muti­
lated, and Adams "began to take 
note of them.'' 

The result is a group of nationwide 
volunteers investigating animal mu­
tilations called Project Stigma. 

"I started Project Stigma and 
started publishing Stigmata (a quar­
:~wsletter) at the first of 1978, 

y just for information ex­
change," Adams said. 

The 
mutilation 
mystery 

Last in a series 

"There's a network around in most 
areas of the country of mutilation 
investigators. Some are official, 
some are of law enforcement agen­
cies. Most are like myself, though, 
who have other jobs ... and do this 
thing on the side. There's really no 
agency, say a federal agency, to our 
knowledge, taking the responsibility 
of investigating this." 

In fact, most ofthe investigators 
are not even farmers, said Adams, 
who works in industry. "The hard 

core would be maybe 50 people, 
something along that line, and then 
maybe a couple of hundred others 
who seem to maintain an interest at 
least from time to time." 

Adams has exchanged information 
with the Iowa Division of Criminal 
Investigation, which he lauds for its 
willingness to keep an open mind 
about Project Stigma and the investi­
gation into animal mutilations. 

As is the case with state and county 
investigators, however, the volunteer 
group has never turned up concrete 
evidence about who is committing 
the mutilations and why. 

"We're optimistic, although I real­
ize the fact that to my own mind this 
may never be solved," Adams said. 
" I'm at least optimistic enough to 
keep at it, because the answers may 
come tomorrow." 

Remarkably, no one has ever been 
caught mutilating a farm animal, 
Adams said. "That's one of the, if not 
the most perplexing aspects of 
this ... that no one has ever been 
caught, much less indicted or con­
victed for any of these crimes. 

"There have been some areas such 
as Iowa and in Alberta, Canada, 
where they (investigators) feel that 
they've been close to nailing some 
people who they thought might be in­
volved, but it never gets far enough 
where they can actually even bring 
someone in for questioning.'' 

Project Stigma does not take sides 
in the theoretical battle over who 
commits the mutilations, Adams 
said. "ll we take a stand it would be 
because there is evidence to support 
any nwnber of several different 
theories." 

There is a lot of information, but its 
quality sometimes is lacking, Adams 
said. "We can't be too picky," be 
said. "Even those reporting it may 
not realize the value of it because 
something that happened, say, in 
Washington County, Iowa, may com­
pare significantly to something that 
is happening, say, in Harding Coun­
ty, Oregon, or'El Paso County, Colo­
rado." 

So Adams' group continues to col~ 
lect information, even though he 
admits "we don't know a whole lot 
more now than what we knew in 1973 
(or) 1974." 

Adams realizes the difficulty in un­
derstanding why farm animals have 
been mutilated, and why the attacks 
have occurred in such an unusual 
manner. 

"You sort of have to adopt, I guess, 
a pretty loose attitude towards it. 
One thing you have to come to grips 
with is the possibility that it may 
never be solved." 
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Nine unsolved cases 
of animal mutilations 

Between Sept. 15, 1979 and 
May 11, 1980, the Iowa Division 
of Criminal Investigation was 
called to investigate nine re­
ports of farm animal mutila­
tions. 

Most of the reports involved 
cattle, which had various parts 
of their bodies and all their 
blood removed. The investiga­
tions were stopped after · the 
May 11, 1980, incident because 
of time constraints, according 
to OCI Director Gerald Shana­
han. 

Following is a list of report­
ed incidents investigated by 
the OCI: 

• Sept. .15, 1979, Polk Coun­
ty. 

• Oct. 26, 1979, Washington 
County. This incident, near 
Riverside, involved the mutila­
tion of a 1,50G-pound black 

'f 
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angus bull. An ear, the tongue, 
and reproductive organs were 
removed. The carcass was too 
badly decayed to investigate. 

• Oct. 27, 1979, Boone Coun­
ty. 

• Oct. 30, 1979, Polk County. 
• Nov. 11, 1979, Hardin Coun­

ty. 
• Dec. 8, 1979, Black Hawk 

County. 
• Dec. 8, 1979, Black Hawk 

County . There were two sepa­
rate incident:; reported tbe 
same day near Waterloo. 

• Feb. 28, 1980, Polk County. 
• May 11, 1980, Washington 

County. This incident occurred 
near Keota . It was one of the 
tew cases in which investiga­
tors were able to uncover evi­
dence that humans had com­
mitted the mutilation. 
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Does a 40-foot monster lurk within the 
chilly depths of Lake Champlain? 

,li~ 

~~:!;~~ 
0. .. 

"' :•l /''·'jo ·.;:_~-~_,.,~.~ .. ~. ~~ ~. 

~ - .· 

· _ _., 

Robert Brown, 
the Mayor 

'Champ means business.' 

Bonnie Clonan, 
the Chamber of Commerce 

'We needed a slogan. 
Ice Fishing Capital 

of the World was considered. · 

First in a series 

For years the exclusive purview of 
Lake Champlain's year-round or sum­
mer residents, the mysterious sea 
serpent Champ has now surfaced as a 
more public figure, a Loch Ness of 
North America. In this six-part series 
beginning today, Times-Union reporter 
Ronald Kermani recounts the tale of 
Champ, his lake home and the people 
who live on its edges. 

By Ronald Kermani 
St•ff Wrlt•r 

Aribbon of pink sunset held two 
mushrooming thunderheads 
together above the roiling wa­
ters of Lake Champlain, here 

on the fringe of the world's oldest 
mountains. 

Joseph Zarzynski. a lanky ninth­
grade teacher, stood on the Vermont 
shore to scan the complexion of this 
notoriously fickle and short-tempered 
lake. 

"C'mon Champ! Let's get a good look 
at you!" he said. 

The lake was silent. 
Champ didn't oblige. 
It was another unsuccessful day of 

monster hunting. 
For almost four centuries, the cu­

rious have surveyed this 11(}-mile-long 
lake, which resembles the taproot of a 
giant carrot, for Champ- said to be the 
lake's resident sea monster-<:reature­
serpent. 

Beginning in the swamps just north of 
Lake George, the narrow lake surges 
north between the stooped Adirondack 
peaks in New York and the verdant 
rolling hills Vermonters call the Green 
Mountains. 

Between those massive confines, the 
lake is a mirror above fertile , shallow 
bays and dark, cold channels that run 
as deep as 400 feet , massive underwater 
crags and outcroppings cut into the 
earth by glaciers eons ago. 

Portions of the lake's 600 miles of 
shoreliJle form the international border 
between the United States and Canada . 

And there is a growing body of 
evidence that somewhere beneath its 
4$-square-mile surface lurks at least 
one and perhaps several creatures that 
some say resemble prehistoric ani­
mals . 

To some scientists and researchers, 
the creatures are real - flesh-and­
blood vestiges of centuries when ice 
sheets molded granite as easily as clay, 
and unbridled streams and rivers first 
carved their courses. 

" I cannot say I believe totally in these 
things, but I cannot totally dismiss 
them either, " said Zarzynski , a Sarato­
ga Springs teacher who has sought 
Champ for more than seven years . 

Jane Sullivan, 
the Eyewttness 

'I was just ragglfKJ, I didn•t 
keep my head about me.· 

Joe Zarzynskl, 
the Scientist 

'This is America's Loch Ness.' 

''This water is our last frontier ," he 
noted, sweeping the lake's horizon with 
an outstretched hand. 

"We have our own unknown here in 
our own backyard," he said. 

From the first page of western man's 
diary of this history-rich area , resi­
dents have claimed they spotted por­
tions of this, or these, elusive creatures 
gamboling in the cool, deep currents. 

Stories of snake-like heads, serpen­
tine bodies, fangs and thrashing water 
have been recounted up and down Lake 
Champlain for generations. 

It was only this spring, however, 
when the world rediscovered Port 
Henry, learned to pronounce Bulwagga 
Bay and became endeared to a creature 
Zarzynski calls "America's Loch Ness 
Monster.'' 

And what a monster it is. 
Nicknamed "Champ," the creature 

began appearing off Bulwagga Bay 
with startling and daring regularity 
this spring - and not just to the town 
drunks or loafers. It reared its head and 
body again and again, the local resi­
dents said : to a carload of women; a 
local builder. a group of senior citizens ; 
some businessmen. 

.. 1 saw this thing in the lake," said 
town employee Esther Waldron. "It 
stood there with just its head and neck 
out of the water about 150 feet away. It 
came up about four times in about 25 
minutes ," she said shyly. 

"This thing was no speck in the 
water," recounted Jane Sullivan, who 
said she saw the unusual lake inhabit­
ant in late April. "It was a big, long, 
dark thing that captured your attention. 
We could distinguish the humps." 

Nonsense. snorted Port Henry resi­
dent Anthony Mydlarz : 

"It's a goddamned watersoaked log, 
and all the people who see it are soaked 
too," he puffed . 

Despite the factions and contrasting 
stories, almost every businessman in 
Port Henry has realized one thing : in a 

17 very real sense, Champ means busi-
ne..;;s . 

(co~tinued -on page 18} 



(continued !roa page 17) 

The tall tales get shorter with each 
sighting. But so does the distance 
between whatever is in the lake and a 
cash register . Port Henry visitors and 
residenL-; alike began clamoring for 
film , cameras, and binoculars, and 
hustled to the shore . Some always 
manage to catch a flcctmg glimpse of 
what they say arc a few dark humps 
and a snake-like neck surfacing in the 
lake . 

Port Henry is an old mining town that 
died economically about 20 years ago 
when the iron ore shafts were barricad­
ed and the Republic Steel Co. said 
goodbye for JT10re profitable sites. 

In the movies, townsfolk generally 
greet monsters with torches and curs­
es. 

Not so Champ. 
Port Henry welcomed the growing 

awareness of Champ with open arms 
and yawning cash register drawers . 
The fever, local businessmen and politi­
cians say, will cure the dead town. 

" Champ is the key, it's going to help 
everything," said Port Henry Mayor 
Robert Brown, a retired local postman 
of 28 years. 

It is, some have said, a last gasp 
effort by a mining town with its 
industrial base literally buried, to dig 
itself out. 

Port Henry's economic obituary was 
written with the severence notices 1,100 
miners received in the 'late 1960s. 

For about 100 years, the area's 
residents went to the mines with either 
a shovel over· their shoulder or a 
Republic Steel pen in their breast 
pocket. 

With the mines closed, few are 
working today. And nobody is quite 
sure about tomorrow- except that the 
Grand Union wi.ll be selling Champ T­
shirts for $6.75 each. 

It 's a hard-pressed village of 1,400 
persons, with the lake on one side ~nd a 
dead iron mine on the other. The village 
has barely hugged onto Route 9N, 
which uncoils through the foothills and 
threads through fields where farmers 
work hard to harvest more fodder than 
stones. 

Port Henry's course is uncertain, 
Mayor Brown said, and its destination 
unknown. 

However rough the road to economic 
survival, Port Henry, for the most part, 
is along for the ride . 

and international reporters . The New 
York Times had a serious article in its 
Science section last week about Champ. 

Nothing has created such a stir here 
since Robert Garrow went on a murder­
ous stabbing rampage in the North 
Country the summer of 1972 or that 
October 1955 afternoon when local 
resident Johnny Podres pitched his 
Brooklyn Dodgers baseball team to 
their first World Series title . 

To give the hoopla a thread of 
authenticity, the village board passed a 
resolution last October protecting 
Champ from molesters, hunters and 
trappers, and other ne'er-do-wells. Su~ 
porters are trying to interest the New 
York Legislature. Vermont legisla­
tors, not to be outdone, are pushing for 
a similar bill declaring the monster, or 
monsters, out-of-bounds for bounty 
hunters. 

Meanwhile, a Vermont man is offer­
ing a $500 reward for Champ. 

You guessed it: Dead or Alive. 
But Champ is not out of the reach of 

local businessmen. The monster's re­
ported presence has been preened by a 
well-meaning - but slightly unsophisti­
cated - lot of local storekeepers. 
Various Champ designs have been 
ironed onto T -shirts, printed on buttons 
and coloring books, made into pillows 
and painted on windows of Port Henry's 
vacant stores. 

Yet no one is quite sure what the 
creature looks like. 

The closest anyone has come to 
corraling Champ in flesh or on film 
occurred in July 1977. Connecticut 
resident Sandra Mansi captured what 
some think is Champ's first photograph 
with her plastic pocket camera while 
standing, like Zarzynski, on the Ver­
mont shore. That photograph appears 
on the front page of this newspaper 
today. 

For years, the color print of a long­
necked creature with one hump out of 
the water was tacked to her kitchen 
bulletin board . But like the fever in Port 
Henry, word of her unusual vacation 
snapshot had spread. · 

Optical scientists in Arizona tested 
the photo and determined that it was 
not a fake . Doubts lingered, however, 
when Mansi told researchers she could 
not remember where the photo was 
taken or locate the negative. 

Nevertheless, the world wanted a 
peek. 

"I think these animals, including 
Loch Ness and Champ, are primitive 
whales," said Dr. Roy P . Mackal, a 
University of Chicago biochemist spe­
cializing in cryptozoology, the search 
for legendary or thought-to-he-extinct 
species. 

"They have come in from the sea, go 
upstream into the rivers to feed," 
Mackal said. 

Zarzynski, a teacher of Afro-Asian. 
culture and the number-one Champ 
chaser, said he believes the Mansi 
photograph "is the best single piece of 
evidence we have" to substantiate the 
existence of an unusual creature in 
Lake Champlain. 

Champ, he added, may be a member 
of a living serpent community without 
natural predators which may feed by 
herding fish into shallow bays like 
Bulwagga . The craggy depths of the 
lake - similar to the dark depths of 
Loch Ness - are ideal for such 
creatures. 

Scientists and researchers say they 
doubt the thought-to-be-extinct crea­
tures in Loch Ness or Lake Champlain 
are centuries old, but have bred and 
evolved over the years . With no known 
natural enemies, researchers like Zar­
zynski have said, the creatures could 
live for decades in the cold, deep 
waters . 

Where there are believers, there are 
skeptics. 

For years Peter Tromblee, an attend­
ant at the Bulwagga Beach Campsite, 
said he didn't take stock in "that lake 
monster crap." 

He changed his tune one day last 
month. At about 10:30 a.m., while 
returning from the beach, Tromblee 
said he saw the head of "a snake-like 
thing come out of the water, about six 
or eight inches around and about 20 feet 
long. 

"It give me a funny feeling at first," 
Tromblee said about his sighting. 
"There's something big out there." 

Despite this, Tromblee said he esti­
mates 90 percent of Port Henry 
wouldn't believe in Champ - unless 
"he stood right up and shook hands with 
everybody." 

Henry) and that's all they have going 
for them. It's a shame." 

Others, however, don't take Champ 
tales lightly. 

"We are not in the goblin world," 
stressed Mackal. "There are plenty of 
colleagues who scoff at what we do. But 
we have scientific people on our side ." 

Don't forget those in Port Henry who 
have seen - or who are desperate to 
See - the village's number-one resi· 
dent. 

Throughout the week, some residents 
ply the lake in boats; others just sit on 
shore and gaze toward the Green 
Mountains of Vermont with loaded 
cameras in hand. 

And there's always Gordon Baker's 
high-technology, weekend Champ-chas­
ing excursions. 

Baker, 35, of Port Henry. is helping to 
build a nuclear power plant in Oswego 
during the week. But when he's home 
on the weekends, he's on Champ call. 

He has organized a loosely-knit cote-­
rie of friends who will phone him if they 
see an unfamiliar form on the lake. 
Baker then calls his friend, Calvin 
Cross, in nearby Crown Point, who 
picks Baker up in his backyard - in a 
helicopter. 

Armed with movie, lnstamatic, and 
3Srnm cameras, film and binoculars, 
the two zoom through the skies to the 
sighting area. 

Baker claims he and Cross have 
closed in on an unknown object on the 
lake, but the form submerged as the 
copter approached. 

Now, when an object is sighted, Cross 
feathers the copter engine, and glides 
into range for a possible snapshot. 

The two share the chills of the 
engineless glide, the approximate $175-
an-hour operating cost, and will split 
the profits from a clear photo of 
Champ, Baker said. 

"People think we're nuts," Baker 
mused, "but we've been offered $100,-
000 for a still photo. That's good money 
for a few seconds of work ." 

It's real work some town residents 
said they want for Port Henry - the 
kind that makes people get up at 
sunrise and takes the village address 
off the unemployment checks. 

Tons of ink and newsprint have taken 
the village and Bulwagga Bay into the 
most respected papers in the world. 
Starstruck and blinded by TV lights, 
Port Henry has hosted a media mara­
thon this spring of network news crews 

After much haggling, Mansi sold the 
photo to the New York Times, which 
printed the picture Tuesday. 

Scientists cannot definitively say 
what the creature in the Mansi photo is . 
but some investigators have linked the 
creature with a zeuglodon - or a 
primitive whale similar to Scotland ·s 
Loch Ness monster . 

Some might not shake back, though. 
"I think it's pure unadulterated 

rubbish," said Bulwagga campsite visi­
tor John Dikovics. "I figure it's a 
gimmick. The bank has cute, fuzzy 
Champ toys. You know, you can see 
anything when youtre drunk," he said. 

Champ had better do a litUe public 
relations work in Westport, a quiet 
summer playground for out-of-towners 
about IS miles north of Port Henry. 

"I think it's a beautiful fraud," said 
Olarlotte Jones, as she tended a craft 
co-op on Westport's main street. 
"That's all they have to do (in Port 

"They talk about everything but 
making work here," said Bud Abbey of 
Port Henry, a construction worker who 
hasn't collected a paycheck in five 
months . 

"They talk about making this a 
summer town,·· he continued . ·'This is a 
good little town. But we have problems. 
And a lake full of monsters will not 
help." 
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NEXT: The Mayor: "Champ means 
buslness." 

Champ ain't Nessie-sarily so, 
but don't tell the mayor 

---------------- plain have adopted Champ- the purported sea But there are others in town who the · . . 
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2nd In a series 

By Ronald Kermani 
St•tt Writer 

PORT HE.NRY - For 28 years, Mayor 
Robert Brown delivered the good and bad news 
in this small Adirondack mining town. 

But now, with a little moxie and a little help 
from a sea serpent named Champ, he is trying 
to deliver only good news. 

Residents of this once--thriving but now 
economically depressed village on Lake Cham-

the JObs of pubhc relatiOns man, cheerleader, micks rna l)e ular this summer the bl m compatl;es. 
~ur guid~. historian an~ reporter's helper into may fade ~s q:Ct as the creature' does w~en 1be town worked for scores of years, 
his part-time mayorship. Being mayor pays a boat or helico:ter of photogr h and worked hard. As years passed, the 
about $5 daily. ch ap ers ap- Gre became harder to extract, and the 

"I love it," Brown says about the internatio~ proa es. Republic Steel Co. began laying off 
al attention focused on Port Henry since this Brown won't hear of it. miners in the early 1960s. 
spring, when the lake creature began peeking "Champ is the key, it's got to help ~very- And Bob Brown was still delivering 
above the whitecaps more frequently. thing," the mayor says. "I can see Champ mail. 

The 3 a .m. phone calls from California becoming an industry." He leans closer and In 1961, the state declared Essex 
newspapers, the interviews on television net- says confidentially, "Tourism, you know." Olunty an economic disaster area, with 
works and the hours spent chatting with local Tourism is a foreign word to Port Henry. The JS many as one third of the work force 
correspondents have made Brown's retirement village has been sentenced by its location and tilling up for unemployment checks. 
into a full-time job. an iron mine in its backyard to a life of hard It hasn't changed much for the 1,400 

"Champ's picked up the morale in town," labor. people in town today. Port Henry is still 
Brown says, "and with all this million dollars f meat and potatoes place which 
worth of free publicity, things will move." At first there was timber, and logging hibernates after October and spends 

The Port Henry area Chamber of Commerce became a major business in Essex County in the winter either ice fishing or waiting 
the early 1800s. At about the same tune· 1- the F urth f Jul k d 

has already hi_tched onto the souvenir bandwa- ~r o o Y wee en . lumberjac~ were felling virgin pine forests, y 
gon, and is selling Champ T-shirts, buttons, high grade tron ore was discovered in the Port ou can still see. the ham-fisted 
bumper stickers and postcards. Henry area. fathers who shoveled slag from dark 

Residents and businessmen are optimistic ore shafts sitting with their children on 
that tourists will flock to the town, once known One of the nation's first blast furnaces was a bench in town. Their children, some of 18 

built in Port Henry, not far from Bro .... •s them products f b k h ho for its fertile iron ore mines, to chase Champ, .... o ro en omes, ve a 
buy the gimmicks and stay for a while at one of office, in 1822' Ore from Port Henry's belly was -( cont.inued on page 19) 
the two area beaches and campsites. used_ on the plating for the Union gunship 

MonJtor during the Civil War. 



(cont.inued !ram page 18) 

gaunt North Country look. Too much 
living; not enough play. 

It's a town where mothers wam their 
sons early on about life's sharp comers. 

"If you want to go someplace in life, 
don't come back to Port Henry after 
graduation," a local · business woman 
says she has told her three sons. 

Mayor .Brown measures time in Port 
Henry this way: B.C. (Befo're Champ) 
and A. D. (After Discovery). 

Back in 1975, "once in a while you 
would hear someone saw this or you 
heard a rumor that it (the sea serpent) 
was stur~eon travel~ or playing 
together," Brown recalls. Champ just 
wasn't eliciting excitement. 

"People were reluctant to say some­
thing. They were afraid that they would 
be laughed at or accused of being 
high," he adds. 

The phenomenon stayed quiet until 
1979, Brown says, when 11 women in 
two cars crossing the Champlain 
Bridge just south of the village saw 
several dark humps in the lake. More 
people began seeing unusual objects, 
and were not so reluctant to talk about 
it, Brown says. The mayor admits he 
himseU hasn't seen anything extraordi­
nary on the lake, except an odd series of 
waves during a stlll day a few years 
ago. 

"Did you get a chance to stop and see 
'Shakes' Wojewodzic? How about 
'Bumper' Wheelock?" the mayor asks, 
making sure the local cast of charac­
ters - eyewitnesses all ~ has been 
interviewed. 

Mayor Brown has a vision. In years to 
come, Brown says, children will read o~ 
watch 1V shows about Champ. They 
will nag their parents for a trip to Port 
Henry. · 

"Champ means business," he adds, 
saying neither he nor anyone else ln 
town can control the commercialization 
of the monster. 

"I don't know how brilliant (the 
mayor) is," says long-time Port Henry 
resident Bess Sherlock, "but he makes 
a nice appearance. He's trying (with 
Champ). He's really excited about it." 

Most residents interviewed said they 
believe Champ will help funnel new 
business interest intD Port Henry. but 
thaf the excitement will not change 
local living habits or quirks. 

"I haven't changed at all," quips 
Bruce Brassard, a Port Henry clothing 
stDre employee. "I still have tD mow my 
lawn each week, and I'm not rich 
enough to hire someone . .. yet." 

Mayor Brown should forget Champ 
for a few minutes, some locals have 
said, and promote an inherent area 
attraction other villages may crave -
beauty. 

It's there in Port Henry, a bountiful 
scenery beyond the gray mines, the 
unpaved back roads and the vacant 
store fronts. 

What elusive monster can compare 
with long shadows on longer fields of 
uncut hay in nearby Moriah? What shy, 
seldom seen creature wouldn't pale 
beside the Champlain Bridge, sunset 
framed in lacy steel shadows as a full 
crimson moon climbs into the nipt 
mountain sky? 

"Without the Chamber of Commeree 
and Champ, the town would be in utter 
oblivion," Sherlock says. "What else Is 
there ... it's so discouraging ... but I 
wouldn't go back to Albany for any. 
thing." 

Meanwhile, the Mayor is mapping out 
another day as Charnp's advance man. 

''The only people in town I don't know 
are the ones who moved in yesterday," 
he says. 

And they'll hear about Champ tomor­
row. 

NEXT: The Scientist: "Champ IJ 
America's Loch Ness Monster." 
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~rted creature than anyone else, 
but" has ne<-er seen it. 

"l know something is out there," 
Urzynski said after spending a day 
looking for Champ just north of West· 
port, Essex County, with his sonar rig . 
'"It's large and it's shy, and it may be a 
carrion feeder, herding fish into shal­
lower bays to feed." 

For years. Zarzynski has chased the 
serpent, spoken of it in public, and even 
lobbied Vermont and New York law­
makers to pass a measure protecting 
the creature or creatures from harm. 

No bill has been passed statewide, 
although the village of Port Henry. 
which boasts itself as the "Home of 
Champ,'' has passed a local law pro­
tecting the creature from harassment, 
molestation and other unsavqry acts. 

Zarzynski's efforts.. have not gone 
unnoticed in high local and state 
offices. 

An avid follower of Loch Ness devel­
opments the last 20 years, Albany 
Mayor Erastus Coming II said he 
wholeheartedly supports Zarzynski's 
search for Champ. He has kic~ed in 
ab9Ut· a hundred dollars ·so Zartynski 
~ld bur. a piec:e of_ son~r_ equiJ?m~~t .. 
and lent the searcher his massive file 
oq. Loch Ness and related phenomena. 

''I'm morally convinced that in Loch 
Ness ~ere is surely something unusual 
end very large. What it is I don't know. 
1 ·hope we never find out ... it's a better 
thing to be a mystery," the mayor said. 
~ut Corning said he supports Zarzyn­

l§ki's search for the truth because "it's 
the ·"'Search that counts sometimes." 

Zarzynski has a fairly good track 
retord converting skeptics, including at 
least one member of Vermont's legisla­
ture. 

Millie ·Small, ·a representative from 
Queechee, met Zarzynski briefly last 
Y~iir to discuss a Champ protection bill 
then foundering in a legislative com­
~t.~. 

''I found that within a few minutes I 
w~s made a strong believer of the 
~istence of Champ. He ( Zarzynski) 
was so serious, with impressive docu-
11\tntation of his belief,'' Small said. 

·Small said she heard about a lot of 
,;closet . Champ viewers" around the 
sta~. but took the risk of being laughed 
Qut of the chambers when she went on 
~rd suppOrting the Champ protec­
tiorf bilL 

'(he laughter is still echoing in scime 
Vermont hamlets. 

-the bill !s still lodged in commit~ee. 
New York state has also looked 

briefly at Zarzynski's work on Lake 
Champlain. 

In a June le.tter, state Environmentiil 
Conservation Department Commission· 
er Robert Flacke told Zarzynski: 

"Your continuing efforts in research­
ing this phenomenon are being watched 
with great interest by the citizens of our 
s~te. Successful conclusion of your 
l'e$earch e£forts in positively identify­
ing the presence of this phenomena 
would, in all probability,lead to serious 
consideration for action by our Legisla­
ture to protect this animal." 

It's as simple as one, two, three :. Find 
-it, identify it, protect it. 

And ZarzynSki, apart from ~11 other 
part-time Champ searchers and bounty 
hunters, is probably best equipped to 
pur~;ue this unknown. Since he was a 
child, Zarzynski said he has had an 
insatiable curiosity about unusual phe­
JIQ.mena, including subjects like spec­
tral armies and UFO's. 

He read · nn those topics ahd others 
throughout college, and in 1974 found 
himself correcting ninth-grade social 
studies papers in a rare quiet spot 
inside Skidmore College's library. 
Wilile slashing through mistak~s with a 
red·pen; Zarzynski said he saw the book 
Monster Hunting by Tim Dinsdale on 
the library shelf . 

"I was obsessed with it." the teacher 
said. "I had to find out as much as I 
could about it." 
· A... few months later. Zarzynski saun­
tered out of his hotel at Loch Ness In 
seotland, tired from a day's search for 
Nessie, Scotland's older version of 
Champ. The village was swallowed 
again by fog, but Zarzynski said he 
lnspl!cted a World War I monument 
with the inscription : "That Right Might 
Prevail ." 

The quote stuck . Zarzynski said the 
slogan describes his attempt to sepa­
rate _the Champ myths from reality, 
and once that separation is made, 
explore the reality . The words are 
prmted on his letterhead ; he rloses 
C'Oflversations with them . 

With Loch Ness and its secrets 
relegated to second-string status. Zar­
zynski focused his attention to nearer 
Lake Champlain. For almost four 
centuries, this theatre of war has also 
been a stage for a large serpentine 
creature, first descnbed by explorer 
Samuel de Champlain in 1609. Zarzyn­
ski was to be another breed of pioneer. 
traipsing the New York and Vermont 
shores in a bright red panel van marked 
"The Lake Champlain Phenomena In­
vestigation,'' complete with an artist's 
sketch of Champ rising above the 
waves. 

He interviewed witnesses, charted 
sightings, gave lectures and spent days 
on shore scanning the lake with a 
camera and binoculars. 

"I would be very much surprised if I 
had a sighting, even if I was out here 40 
years," he said from a lawn chair 
facing the Adirondacks from the Ver­
mont shore. "It's pure chance." 

In June 1979", Zarzynski's search for 
Champ assumed a technical cast, when 
he teamed with Kennard and scanned 
the lake's depths with a sophisticated 
side-scan sonar device. The apparatus, 
using sound waves, makes a topograph­
ic printout of the lake bottDm. 

"We had some curious readings," 
Kennard explained about the 1979 
expedition on Lake Champlain. "It may 
have been a large school of fish, but the 
readings came from 175 feet down. 
Maybe its just large sturgeon. But who 
knows? 

"I don't believe in monsters. and I 
don't disbelieve,'' said Kennard, presi­
dent of the Rochester Engineering 
Laboratories. "My involvement is tech­
nical. But I'm open-minded about this." 
·The side-scanning was repeated. off 

the Basin Habor, Vt., shore last month. 
No sizable blips appeared on the sonar 
printout. 

But that didn't stop Zarzynski. He slid 
$225 across a table and rented a camp 
on the Vermont shore near Basin 
Harbor for a week. It was a working 

. vacation complete with on-the-job 
training for lake monster watching. 

Two days into his watching expedi­
tion, Zarzynski and colleague Patricia 
Meaney dove into the murky depths off 
the camp and gingerly placed a tripod 
with a sonar attachment about 50 feet 
offshore and .about 22 feet under water. 
The device was connected by cable to a 
small sonar · printout, similar to a fish 
finder fishermen use, at the camp. 

Zarzynski ran the sonar device inter· 
mittently during the week, but only a 
few fish and Zarzynski and Meaney 
registered on the graph paper when 
they swam iri front of the submerged 
tripod. 

"Even with the tough days, I've 
always enjoyed . myself. I wouldn't 
trade it for anything else,'' Zarzynski 
said, scanning the lake once more. 

To Zarzynski, the lake which divides 
New York and Vermont and served as a 
bloody water highway during the Revo-

. lutionary War, is a giant jigsaw puzzle. 
A few pieces are in place - the reports 
of sightings and; in late June, the first 
publication of the photo said to be of the 
serpent. Most pieces, however. remain 
submerged somewhere beneath the 
roiling lake surface. 

Zarzynski fingered his new movie 
camera and fidgeted with cameras 
mounted on tripods on the camp porch 
and aimed at the lake. 

''I'm not trying to convert somebody 
to a . new religion out there,'' Zarzynski 
said of his efforts to coax people to 
recognize the importance of protecting 
the unknown creature or creatures. 

"They have to come to their own 
conclusions,'' he · added . Some, like 
Sally Barker, already have. 

She placed an ample Bloody Mary in 
front of Zarzynski at the bar of the 
comfortable Basin Harbor Club. and 
gave an equally ample dose of disbelief 
in Champ. 

'"It's a mythical monster, something 
like Loch Ness, you know. just a 
publicity stunt,'' said Barker, of St 
Albans, Vt. 

Zarzynski stared at the celery stalk in 
his drink. 

"I don't believe it at all," she 
continued. "People see things they 
really don't see all the time:· 

What would convince her? '"Drag it 
up on shore ." 

About a werk later . Zarzynski wa~ 
stuffing heavy woolen SWE'aters and 
long p<mts into a suitcase, and thumh 19 
ing his addrt>ss book under ··L ... 

He was packing for another m()n~ tt"'r 
hunt. He was hound fnr Loch !';ps' 

SEXT.· The £yrwitnesscs 
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Tall Tale? 
Bigfoot Hunters Stalk The Woods 
For Clues To An American Legend 
By Joe Vargo 
Bt>e Staff Writer 

BLUFF CREEK, Del Norte Co.­
Warren Thompson peered at the 
footprint in the soft brown sand, bent 
down to examine it further, swept 
away some debris at the bottom of 
the track with his finger, then stood 
up and shook his head. 

"It's a bear track," he said. "It's 
not what we're looking for." 

What Thompson was searching 
tor was a Bigfoot print, those 18-inch 
footprints that have awed many 
people who have traversed the for­
ests of California's far north coast 
and Inspired Innumerable fireside 
tales about the legendary creature. 

Thompson's most recent search 
for Bigfoot was In Del Norte County, 
but his interest in the creature has 
taken him all over california and as 
far north as British Columbia. He 
has never seen the creature, but he 
did find some large footprints once. 
And he says he'll continue looking. 

The number of Bigfoot sightin~ 
and the number of fresh footprints 
have declined in recent years. The 
price of gasoline may have had 
something to do with that. Fewer 
people are now actively involved in 
the search. 

But fewer sightlngs or not, the 
controversy over Bigfoot continues. 
Believers point to the thousands of 
reported sightings on file and say 
they all can't be hoaxes. Doubters 
readily counter by saying there has 
never been one shred of physical 
evidence - like hair, or fur or a 
carcass - to prove its existence. 

Without question, Thompson Is a 
devoted believer and searcher, 
which is evident by the footprint 
casts that decorate his kitchen to the 
Bigfoot-shaped accelerator pedal 
adorning his pickup truck. His house 
in Redwood City bursts with Infor­
mation about Bigfoot. His bedroom 
contains several files with descrip­
tions of the reported sightings. The 
walls are covered with drawings of 
Bigfoot. 

Thompson has one ot the most 
extensive Bigfoot tiles In the world, 
the result of more than a dozen 
years of searching for the creature. 
He expands and updates the files by 
Keeping in touch with other enthusi­
asts throughout the world, from 
countries as far away as Australia 
and the Soviet Union. 

~My files are open to anyone who 
wants the information," he said. ~r 
want to circulate as much of the 
Information as possible." 

Serious Bigfoot searchers are 
well known to each other. They cor­
respond frequently through newslet­
ter and telephone conversations. But 
they all contact Thompson, who In 
turn writes dozens of letters to oth­
ers throughout the world. 

Every Bigfoot enthusiast has a 
favorite piece of evidence to prove 
- or in some cases disprove - the 
existence of the legendary animal. 
For some, It's a blurry photo, for 
others it's a cast of what may be a 
footprint. For others, it's an eyewit­
ness acount that's just too detailed, 
too vivid, to be a fraud. 

Thompson and the other members 
of the ~Bay area group," seven Big­
foot searchers who have spent about 
100 combined years looking for the 
creature, never dismiss any sighting, 
Thompson said. Even the most diffi­
cult to believe a~ noted under ~cre­
ative Bigfootlng," ht'said. 

The Bay area group Is large as 
such contingents go. Most Bigfoot 
seekers work alone or in pairs, and 
they each have a motive for looking. 
For some, it's the fame and financial 
benefits that would come to the per­
son who produces a specimen. Oth­
ers look for scientific reasons. Oth­
ers, like Thompson and his associ­
ates, look in the hope of just seeing 
the creature. 

"If I can just see Bigfoot, then I 
feel all my efforts will be worth It," 
he said. 

Bob and Tommie Throneberry, a 
husband and wife team from Texas, 
are among those who search to gain 
scientific knowledge. They .are nei­
ther believers nor disbelievers. 

~u such a creature exists," said 
Bob Throneberry, "it exists apart 
from whether or not I choose to be­
lieve. Many Bigfoot researchers 
think that because they believe in 
Bigfoot, It automatically exists." 

Tommie Throneberry said that of 
the hundreds of self-proclaimed 
Bigfoot ~researchers," only a hand­
ful are genuinely qualified. 

"Most researchers have no back­
ground In science, and a few are 
teenagers," she said. "The only thing 
the3£ know about researching Is that 
they want to become investigators." 

Both Throneberrys said Bigfoot 
research is hampered by unquali­
fied Investigators and ~mystics," 
people who claim they can make 
paranormal contact with Bigfoot. 

"People have played musical In­
struments, made noises and used 
tarot cards to attract the creature," 
Bob Throneberry said. "One person 
claims that Bigfoot is made of bari­
um and lives In the fourth dimen­
sion. 

~aut you have to be tolerant of all 
kinds. You just have to choose your 
method of research and not step on 
anyone else's toes." 

Most members of the academic 
community dismiss the reports, Bob 
Throneberry said. And at least one, 
Grover Krantz, a Washington State 
University anthropologist, allegedly 
has been denied departmental 
promotions because of publicly pro­
fessing his belief in the creature, 
Bob Throneberry said. 

The single most intriguing piece 
of Bigfoot evidence Is the famous 
"Patterson film," taken by Roger 
Patterson, a rodeo cowboy turned 
Bigfoot hunter. Advocates and skep­
tics alike say It could prove whether 
or not the creature exists. The IS­
second film, shot In October 1967, 
shows a hairy creature quickly walk­
ing upright through a clearing in the 
Six River National Forest In Del 
Norte County. Analyses of the film 
indicate the creature is female, 
about 6 feet 6 inches tall and weighs 
at least 350 pounds. 

Patterson and his partner, Bob 
Gimlin, said they stumbled upon the 
creature as it relaxed along Bluff 
Creek, one ot the many small 
streams that meander through the 
forest. They said the creature didn't 
notice them until one of their horses 
spooked. The creature then quickly 
headed back Into the forest. 

As with so many other aspects of 
Bigfoot, the Patterson film Is shroud­
ed In controversy. Critics of the film, 
shot 65 feet from the creature while 
Patterson was running, say the crea­
ture is a man dressed in a gorilla 
suit. But those who believe the film 
Is legitimate say the creature walks 
In a manner that cannot be Imitated 
by a human. 

Patterson died a few years after 
shooting the film and swore on his 
deathbed It was legitimate. 

Those with copies of the film 
guard them jealously. The original 
sits in a Salt Lake City film vault. 
The owners won't release It without 
a court order. Bob Throneberry has 
examined the film site repeatedly 
tor any evidence of the creature. He 
made calculations of the distances 
covered by the creature as It walked 
through the 18 seconds of the Patter­
son film. Surveys of the landscape 
were taken. Yet nothing, either way, 
was ever proven. 

The Patterson film site has 
changed radically over the years 

since the film was shot. The forest 
has taken over, and the clearing Is 
only about half the size it was in the 
film. Many of the landmarks are 
gone. But It is ~:>elieved that the film 
is the single best piece of evidence to 
support the existence of Bigfoot. 

wso far," said Tommie Throneber­
ry, "the film has stood on its own 
merits. And some Soviet scientists 
are convinced it Is real." 

Although the film site Is not the 
same as was in 1967, Bigfoot enthusi­
asts still make the trip to Northern 
California to visit it, Thompson said. 
camping on the "shrine" Is st111 the 
high point for many, he said. 

Thompson visits the area whenev­
er he can. On a recent trip, he took 
Jim Foy, who came from North 
carolina to see the site. 

"I've been thinking about making 
this trip for several years," said Foy. 
"But until now, I couldn't find any­
one who knew the area well 
enough." 

Getting to the site is no picnic. 
The road ends three mUes from the 
site and from there, Thompson and 
Foy traversed Bluff Creek, with Its 
often waist-high water, slippery 
rocks and numerous logjams. The 
three-mile trip took four hours. And 
although Thompson and Foy saw 
many raccoon, deer and bear tracks, 
they did not find any Bigfoot prints, 
and they did not catch a glimpse of 
the creature. 

Thompson said he has no Inten­
tion of doing anything to harm a 
Bigfoot, if he's ever lucky enough to 
see one. He's even against temporar­
Ily drugging one so scientists can 
examine the creature up close. 

"I'm pessimistic about human 
behavior," he said. "The temptation 
would just be too great. It would be 
the ultimate hunt. If you could 
knock one out, you could easUy kUI 
it and piqk up a fantastic reward. 

"I just don't want to see the thing 
exploited. Bigfoot doesn~t need man. 
Man, tor whatever his purposes, 
seems to need Bigfoot." 

Bob Throneberry believes that 
the mystery surrounding Bigfoot 
could be solved if all the searchers Even the color of the creature 
shared their information. varies, depending on the location. 

"But some don't want to see It Bigfoot has been variously reported 
solved," he said. "Too many people as white, red, brown and black. The 
have been manipulating Bigfoot for eyes have been listed as black or 
their own financial purposes or brown, but there have been reports 
because they want to perpetuate the the creature has red eyes that re· 
mystery tor some future glory. fiect In the dark. 

"As long as there's a mystery, Then there are the footprints. 
people · will continue buying books. Thousands of five-toed, 18-inch long 
Researchers will continue making prints have been reported and 
money from Bigfoot." dozens preserved in casts. Although 

As for the Throneberrys, they say even the most ardent Bigfoot believ-
they'll continue their Interest In l er will admit that many pranksters 
Bigfoot while remaining steadfast have faked Bigfoot prints, some 
skeptics. ·prints are hard to dismiss. Some 

And Thompson, despite the many ....... point to a creature with a gait sim;.. 
hours he spends reading and writing Jar to - but not exactly the same -

about Bigfoot, insists the creature Sightings of the creature have as man. 
has not become an obsession. been reported all over the world. In- But both skeptics and believers 

"I spend about as much time at it China, it's called Ye-Ren; in Russia,. alike ~y ~he large, remote area In 
as a friend of mine who's an avid It's the Almasti; and Australians re- the S1x Rivers N~tional Forest in 
hunter," he said. "It could be an fer to it as Yowle. But it's the same N?rthem california Is Ideal tor sus· 
obsession if I didn't enjoy myself so animal _ a hair-covered crealure taming a creature Hke Bigfoot. 
much. But even if I never see a Big- that walks on two legs. "The large variety of berries and 
foot, just being here In this beautiful Most reported Bigfoot slghtin~ small animals like rodents, squirrels 
count'!' puts me way ahead of the list the creature at between 7 and 8 and deer in that area would make Jt 
$ame. . feet tall and weighing about 50() easy for a creature like Bigfoot to 

Although no one h~s ever pro- pounds, but reports have ranged survive," said Warren Thompson. 
duced a carca~ of a Bigfoot, or tak- from 6 to 10 feet In height and from who has been looking for the crea· 
en a close-up picture for that matter, 350 to 1,200 pounds. Many of th-e- ture for 12 years. . 
there are those who remain ada· slghtings note a powerful stench . Bigfoot appears to be a solitary 
mant about Its existence. emitted by the animal. animal who has not yet mastered the 

Tho~e wh~ believe such a crea- use of fire said Thomps 
ture ex1sts pomt to the thousands of • on. 
reported slghtings and hundreds of 
footprints found in the last century. 
They say that even if 90 percent ot 
the slghtings are hoaxes or the prod· 
ucts of overactive Imaginations, 2 0 
there Is still room for dozens of legit~ 
mate ones. 


