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Corte Maderans’ Close Encounter

““In the realm of the mind, what you believe to be They telephoned the sheriff, the police and KTIM —
frue is true."’ ) assuming that others would have noticed the lights or
John Lilly, M.D. pheard the sounds; but they received no confirmation of
the sighting.

by Francine Nemitz For two weeks after the encounter, Jerry was obsessed
EPTEMBER 15, 1981. Ten past midnight and with understanding what he and his wife had seen.
the sky over Marin is black and clear like a film Unable to sleep, he underwent physical and psychic ex-
negative. The night before was a full moon. The air haustion. Finally, Lori persuaded him to wait for the
is quiet and calm, but for the sounds of crickets and answers to come by themselves. Their lives began to change
dogs, and occasional passing cars. Lori Morgan, for the better. Interesting meetings began to occur. Peo-
tired from her long day of waitressing at a local ple would come to them introducing information that
restaurant, relaxes under the covers, watching led to answers they were seeking. Many of these people
Johnny Carson. Her husband Jerry is in the kitch- had had encounters with UFOs and many had not

two evenings.

Members of three families who live south of
McCook reported seeing multi-colored lights west,
southwest and northwest of the city. Several of the
persons reportedly saw the lights both Monday and
Tuesday evening, while one individual reported
seeing unusual lights only on Monday evening, and
others reported seeing the lights only on Tuesday.

All of the persons contacted by the GAZETTE in
connection with the UFO sightings requested that
their names not be printed in the paper.

Similar reports were received in North Platte on
Monday, and a number of area residents, including
weather service specialists and law enforcement
officials, observed a saucer shaped object with
flashing lights near North Platte early Monday.

One woman reported seeing multi-colored lights
hovering northwest of McCook at about 8 p.m.,
Tuesday. She said they stayed in sight for about 30
minutes before fading irom view, The lights were
described Ly the woman as blue, red, green and
yellow-colored, and moving in a counter-clockwise
direction. Without binoculars the lights appeared as
a bright star, but with binoculars the individual
colors and counter-clockwise movement could be
detected, she said.

She also reported seeing a bright white light on M
Hill south of McCook at the same time Tuesday,
which she said hovered on the horizon, then slowly
moved away, getting smaller and smaller until it
disappeared from sight.

Another individual who lives three miles south of
McCook reported seeing red, green and white lights
hovering along the western horizon just after 8 p.m.,
Moncay, and between 7 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.,
Tuesday.

He said the lights appeared to be near Culbertson,
and traveled west along the horizon. The man said
he and nine other members of his family saw the
lights.

Another man described the lights as appearing
simular to Mars, the evening star, except that they
were much lower in the sky. He reportedly saw the
lights west and southwest of the city Monday night.
He said he was able to see Mars on Tuesday night,
and it was quite a bit higher in the sky, which
confirmed his belief that the lights he spotted
Monday were not from the planet Mars.

"It looked like it was going from milky-white to
light red,” he said. “It was moving very little, and
was up above the horizon.” He estimated that the
lights were 300 feet to 400 feet high, but, he said, *'I
couldn't tell for sure because I wasn't sure of the
distance.”

He also felt certain that the lights were not from
an airplane. “T know the difference between air-
planes, and it's not hard to tell at all if it's an air-
plane,” he said, explaining that airplanes fly over
his property often in preparation for landing at the
airport.

He said the lights were between six and nine miles
southwest of McCook.

Richard Brunswick, McCook Police Chief, said
lus department received a call on sightings over M
Hill on Tuesday night, but his officers reported
seeing nothing unusual in the area where the lights
were allegedly seen.

The director of the Unidentified Flying Object
Reporting Center at Seattle, Wash., says there is no
explanation for an airborne object picked up on
radar near North Platte.

Robert Gribble, director of the UFQ center, said
many of the objects being reported in the North
Platte area are bright, scintillating stars.

Gribble said the center had been receiving calls
from all over the nation about the star Sirius, a star
in the constellation Canis Major, the brightest star
in the sky and about 8.7 light years from earth.

they’re back.”

he walked outside.

from view.

en. Something-makes him look out the window. . .
then excitedly he calls quietly to his wife, ‘“‘Lori, developing in their lives that they had not experienced

Seven months earlier, on February 19, Lori and
Jerry had their first encounter with an UFO. Late reading. Their relationship evolved through their
that night, from their apartment window in Corte research and studies in matters of spirituality and
Madera, Jerry noticed something hovering in the magic. Their purpose was to find truth and meaning
sky above the trees: a gray metallic craft shaped in and the ‘““means to alignment of all elements that make
the form of a rounded disc the size of a house; with up the self.”
square ‘‘head lamps’’ emitting light of diamond bril-
liance. A pink and blue aura surrounded the craft. been induced by strong belief and will, Jerry

Jerry called to his wife to come to the window. ‘‘True intention is demonstrated by attainment no mat-
Before she even had time to reason, she told her ter how it comes. Our desire was out there... They
husband it was an UFO. *““The words just came out _picked up on it.”
from my mouth,”” she said. Cupping his hands
around his eyes to be sure he wasn’t seeing a glare visited by these creatures from another star is so they
created by lights reflected on the window glass, can help prepare our society for the changes that are oc-
Jerry saw what he knew to be an UFO. Unafraid, curring on earth — physical as well as emotional and

spoken of them to anyone before. Synchronicities were

before, but had been hoping to find all along.
Lori and Jerry had met one another at a psychic

When [ asked the couple if the encounter could have
replied,

Lori and Jerry feel that one of the reasons they were

psychic changes. “‘On the cosmic clock, we’re at the

“I stood watching it for a minute before it hour of midnight,”” says Lori. ‘““The key is to spread
started to move slowly over me,”” Jerry said. Lori love and understanding. The message is the same in the
came out and we could see its rounded shape il- Bible. We're a pain-oriented society. Look at the
luminated by a blue light on its underside. The Excedrin commercial, ‘Life got tougher, so we got
sound it made was like a hydroelectric plant, heavy stronger.” We've got to turn negativity around. Dwell
machinery — low-pitched, but intense."’

They both agree they saw it as if from a third
position, a surreal picture in their minds, that they they saw thatsSeptember night was an UFO. Aware of
were experiencing it as they were seeing it. ‘It was skepticism on the subject of UFOs, they’re also aware
as if we were seeing it from a different point of of how many people have telephoned them and thanked
reality — removed from the situation. We were them for their public testimony — people who for one
looking at us looking at it. I could' see my hair reason or another have been reluctant to speak out
blowing in the wind and Jerry’s hand holding the themselves. The Morgans 'welcome communication
pole. It was like an image from a film, but it was from anyone interested in UFOs. They want to be
real,” Lori said. The excitement was beyond any- available as a channel to further understandiag in
thing either of them had experienced or could ex- preparation for future UFO encountess.
plain. The craft hovered over them for several
minutes and then almost instantly disappeared

on the good, not the bad.”
There is no trace of doubt in Lori and Jerry that what

It was reported the UFO office had received about
six calls from the North Platte area since Monday.

But Gribble said there is no explanation for the
object sighted on radar at Lee Bird Field and ob-
served by Robert Newland, National Weather
Service radar specialist at North Platte.

Newland used a low-power scope to observe the
object. Other officials also reported seeing the
object.

There were no aircraft reported in the area at the
time.

BERKSHIRE EAGLE, Pittsfield, MA - Nov. 6, 1981

Round, lighted object
seen over Williamstown

WILLIAMSTOWN — Local residents reported having a close encoun-
ter of the first kind with an unidentified flying object last night.

According to police, more than six phone calls were received at
about 8 p.m. reporting a round object with bright lights hovering over
Maple Street, off Cole Avenue. ) '

The object was sighted from several parts of town, including Hender-
son Road, North Street and Cole Avenue.

Within minutes, a crowd of about 200 persons had gathered on Cole
Avenue near the Boys’ Club. Most of them had apparently heard about
the object through the grapevine or over police scanners. )

According to police, the first patrolman sent to the scene, Officer Jef-
frey Card, also reported seeing a strange object with white lights in the
distant sky.

“You gotta come down here and see this.”” he told the desk.

But the object had disappeared by the time another patrolman ar-
rived.

Police said the crowd dispersed around 8:30 p.m.
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Citizens in Corte Madera and Kentfield See UFOs on Two Separate Nights

by Jane F. Rogan

HETHER OR NOT you believe extraterrestrials

piloted their crafts over Kentfield and Corte
Madera during the week of September 14, you have got
to be wondering what .precisely did happen. The only
certain thing is that two unidentified flying object
(UFOQ) sightings were reported in the heart of Marin
County. At midnight, Tuesday, September 15, Jerry
and Lori Morgan of Corte Madera claim they saw an
enormous craft hover over their house and move slowly
toward San Francisco. At 9 p.m., Thursday, September
17, a Kentfield family claims they saw exactly the same
thing. Nobody can say exactly what it was these people
have reported seeing. But everybody is curious.

Lori and Jerry Morgan have now received national
news coverage on their UFO story. On September 30,
the couple told Channel 11 viewers all about their
sighting. Before that they were interviewed by
numerous reporters, including Francine Nemitz from
the Twin' Cities Times [see interview below].

When Morgan and his wife visited the Times’ office,
he told me the September 15 incident was “‘really kind
of a religious experience,”’ similar to others he had en-
countered. When I asked them for a more in-depth in-
terview, one which would explore a correlation among
their lifestyles, beliefs and the UFO sighting, they refused.
Their ostensible reason for refusing to talk was based
on their fear that people might start thinking they were
just after publicity. Considering their track record or
news releases, I couldn’t help but question this fear as
being quite a bit after the fact. I also began to feel that
perhaps the Morgans had refused the in-depth interview
for other, more personal reasons.

Perhaps the Morgans backed out for the same rea-
sons the Kentfield family insisted that I not use their
names in reporting their sighting on September 17.
Most people are not willing to have their perceptions
challenged or denied. They feel their experience is in-
validated. They begin to mistrust their memories. They
become defensive and scared. In short, they begin to
worry that they are losing their minds. This, of course,
is a legitimately frightening experience. But it is only an
appropriate explanation for this aura of hush-hush if
these people actually did see a UFO. The other explana-
tion for all the mystery is that they are lying.

In an attempt to offer some speculation about these
reports, I have been confronted with the uncomfortable
dilemma of either disbelieving honest faces and earnest
voices, or of believing stories which have no documen-
tation except for some very flimsy hearsay.

After cajling NASA, the Federal Aviation Admini-
stration, the Mill Valley Air Force Station on Mt.
Tamalpais, Civil Defense, the FBI, and the CIA, 1 am

convinced that there weren’t any experimental aircraft
out on either of these September evenings. I even called
the United States Geological Society to see if there were
any reported earthquakes to account for the window-
shaking noises the Kentfield family said they felt and
heard. Furthermore, I phoned all of the Morgan’s and
Kentfield family’s neighbors looking for c0nﬁrmm
stories.'Only the Morgan’s immediate neighbors con-
firmed 'seeing anything unusual, and the young boﬁ I
spoke with said he would believe it if someone told: him
what he saw was just an airplane or a helicopter.

Finally, the question I have to ask is how did so many
people in Corte Madera and Kentfield miss a craft
described as being the size of *‘four intersections,”
*‘five 747s,”” and making the noise of an earthquake?
But then, maybe people did see and hear a UFO, and
they all fear everyone will think they are ¢razy.

I began to think seriously about how difficult a situa-
tion like this would be after I spoke with the mature-
sounding, logical voice of the woman in Kentfield. *“I
know that I saw something very unusual,’’ she told me.
‘‘After we watched this huge thing pass over the house,
I went in to call up someone who could give me some in-
formation. I wanted to contact the Air Force and see if
they were doing any experiments. But the information
operator’s supervisor hung up on me! I don’t like peo-
ple thinking I’'m crazy. I don’t even believe in UFOs —
at all. I saw this thing, and I have no idea what it was.”

After this woman, her niece and nephew- *‘saw this
thing,”” and they futilely attempted to contact tradi-
tional sources, they looked up the Independent Journal
story on-the Morgans and gave them a call. The
Morgans reassured them that they were not crazy, that
‘“‘the thing’’ they - described fit their own sighting
perfectly, and that they could be certain — it was a
UFO. To their own credit, the Kentfield family is still
not so sure. They did not have an accompanying reli-
gious experience. They were scared to death.

If you have ever discussed the possibility of extrater-
restrial UFOs penetrating our atmosphere, the question
you will often hear is, do you believe in them? Those
who are convinced that extraterrestrials have visited
earth, discuss the subject with a sense of belief behind
their words — faith, if you will. And ever since the UFO
heydays of the 1950s, religious-oriented groups have
been springing up all over the United States and
Europe. A pervasive belief, which harkens back to the
primitive, mythological worship of messianic sky Gods,
permeates these groups.

In 1950, after supposedly being instructed by the ex-
traterrestrial ‘“A-Lan,” Mr. Daniel Fry founded a
group called Understanding, Incorporated. The group’s
ambitious aim is to ‘‘complete the problems of
mankind.”” Ruth Norman, in 1954, founded Unarius,

Science of Life, out of El Cajon, California. Then there
is the group Aectheirus, headquartered on Saturn, but
financed from Los Angeles. Mr. George King has been
running this organization since 1964. In some form or
another, each of these organizations maintains the
belief that extraterrestrials exist, that they have invaded
our atmosphere in their flying saucers, and that they
have done so to lead our country away from certain
catastrophic doom.

The extraterrestrials’ goals are always benevolent,
enlightened, and far more advanced than our own lim-
ited earthling philosophies. The aliens are often per-
ceived in an image not unlike the stereotypical Messiah.
And when you are so bold as to question the existence
of these great beings — who are perhaps our own moral
and historical benefactors — you are accused of not
being enlightened enough.

These are extreme cases. Jerry and Lori Morgan are
the spiritual, ‘‘organic”’ types. So far, they do not come
off as narrow-minded, although they may be heading
for the “‘cultish” category. Jerry Morgan sells what are
called ““New Age Products.”” The products range from
such items as a moisturizing lotion, which will send you
on your way to ‘‘total success,” to a ‘“‘Formula 23"
mineral drink which can ‘‘cure” arthritis. If, according
to the Morgan’s view, a person lives his or her life in
harmony with the universe — and this includes using
holistic products, and following holistic philosophies —
this person will put off positive ‘“‘vibrations.” These
vibrations attract certain events which benefit the per-
son’s life. They may also repel negative events

The Morgans believe that their positive vibrations
have put them in harmony with the universe and, there-
fore, in contact with benevolent extraterrestrials. Their
explanation for why others’ cannot experience these
sightings is that most people have not achieved this bal-
ance in their lives. Given this, I am left to wonder whal
‘holistic attributes the doughnut-eating,
television-watching Kentfield family possesses.

Tallying up the results of my research, I am left with
the following impressions: Jerry and Lori Morgan were
looking for an extraterrestrial *‘religious experience,”’
and they got it. The Kentfield family was sitting watch-

ing their television, they heard a loud rumble — like an
earthquake — rushed outside, and saw an object in the
air that they could not identify. What they got was an
unusual and frightening experience. The Morgans are
eertain they saw a UFO. The Kentfield family is hoping
they saw a secret Air Force experiment.

The interesting part about both reports is the dif-
ferent attitudes which lie behind the stories. Because of
their uncertainty, their willingness to accept traditional
explanations, and their complete desire for anonymity,
the Kentfield family’s story is more believable<o me.

m'ron, Concord, NH - Nov, 17, 1981
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SOMERSET REPORTER,
Skowhegan, ME
Dec. 3, 1981

CR: B. Greenwood

Thanksgiving evening, a UFO
was sighted at tree-top height
near the Chadbourne Road in
Harmony. The bright saucer
shaped object seemed to appear
‘suddenly and travel north for a
short distance before vanishing.

If anyone else saw this object
n the sky, you are not alowe,
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Reports of UFOs
Continue In Area

Reports- of UFQ's in the
skies of Souupeﬂ Nebraska

object rose up out of the
valley, hovered for a [ew
i and then slowly Tew

on Thursday nught inue to

drift In to the GAZETTE,
including one sccount of three
carloads’ of persons seeing
what appeared to be an alien
spacccraft taking off from the
ground.

A McCook woman who
asked not bhe identified said
that her son and two other
carioads of persons saw an
orange-glowing oblong object
rise up out of the Republi

off into the sky.

The woman said her son
estimated the craft to be about
the size of three automobiles
and had multi-colored lights
rotating around it.

“He was really scared by
what he saw and he's still
scared,” she said. "'He came
right down to the police
department and reported it.
He was shaking and my son is

River valley southeast of
McCook and fly off into the
night skies.

She said her son was
returning from [ndianola at
about 8 p.m. Thursday on
Highway 6-14. midway bet-
ween McCook and Indianoia
when he noticed two cars on
the side of the road looking at
an object in the south.

He also pulled over, she
said, and asked them what
they were looking at.

The persons pointed to an
orange glow in the valley
which they thought might be a
fire.

After a [ew minutes an

not the type of person to
exaggerate things."

The occupants of the other
two vehicies were not iden-
tifled. although their license
plates were not from Red
Willow County.

The occupants of those other
two cars are asked to contact
the GAZETTE to verify what
happened. Their names will
not be used if they so request.

Three McCook police of-
ficers also saw an unusual
object in the sky Thursday
night.

Two officers in one car and
then a third officer in another
car reportedly looked at a

bright star-like object through
binoculars and saw rotating
colored lights.

A woman who lives about
eight miles southwest of
McCook also reported seeing a
UFO Thursday night.

The woman, who asked not
to be identifled, said the object
appeared 0 be about four or
five miles straight east of her.

The object looked like a
stationary red and yellow
fickering light, she said,
though it was too low to be a
star or a planet and was not an
airplane.

She said the object hovered
for about 10 minutes but
disappeared when a car
driving on a country road
came near it.

The woman said several
other persons in the area also
saw the object after they
called each other on the
telephone to look for it.

On Monday and Tuesday
night, several persons
reported seeing UFO's south
of McCook.

Similar sightings were also
reported in the North Platte
area on those two days.

POST GAZETTE, Pittsburgh, PA - Nov. 17, 1981

|Peter Leo ]
UFO devotee

is not alone

UFOs have been reported in un-
usual numbers in the Pittsburgh
area over the past few weeks. I'm
not sure what this means, but if they
had any manners at all, these flying
objects would identify themselves
and explain why intelligent life
would be visiting Pittsburgh this
time of year instead of Honolulu.

Then again, IFOs are no fun
compared to UFOs. That's the way
Diane Enion sees it. Neither believ-
er nor non-believer, this 34-year-old
housewife and free-lance writer is
simply someone who thinks UFOs
deserve serious consideration on the
chance they might establish proof
that we're not alone in the universe.

This sensible, scientific point of
view puts her ahead of closed-mind-
ed scientists who dismiss UFOs as
demonstrating nothing more signifi-
cent than the fallibility of human
observation.

She has never seen a UFO herself.
She has seen many an odd-looking
thing aloft over the county airport
near her home in Brentwood, but,
alas, every single one has had an
earthly explanation.

But she’s hooked on the unex-
plained. Which explains her interest
10 magic, haunted houses, cemetery
sittings. And explains why she will
leave baby, husband, and home in
the dead of night to investigate a
UFO sighting.

Diane Enion is a member of the
Pennsylvania Center for UFO Re-
search, a group of scientists and
laymen who believe we'll never get
to the bottom of all this if we don't
gather information on unusual air-
borne sightings.

When people call the Buhl Plan-
etarium or the police with UFO
reports, they invariably are re-
ferred to the center, which sends out
investigators like Diane Enion as
fast as it can to interview the
spotters.

Her most recent case came a
couple of weeks ago when some
people at the US. Steel Duquesne
Works spotted an unusual object
hanging over the Mon River about
the time of a 15-minute power fail-
ure. It was probably not a Japanese

spy satellite trying to steal steel-
making secrets, but beyond that
Diane Enion can't say what 1t was.

The call was one of 30 to 35 in the
last month or so. Many can be
chalked up to the full moon and
unusually clear skies. Several peo-
ple have sworn that what turned out
to be Venus was a UFO headed their
way.

“Ninety percent of anything that
comes in can be identified right
away,” she says, “but the 10 percent
— this is what we're fighting for, to
find out what they are. That's why
we need people to call us.”

The most dramatic sighting of
late came a week ago last Sunday
when a family in Regent Square
reported a low-flying formation of
strange objects heading over Frick
Park.

Several days later, it came to the
center’s attention that a 17-year-old
youth from Dorseyville had seen a
similar formation about a half hour
before the Regent Square sighting,
crossing the Allegheny, heading in
the direction of Regent Square.

The youth had had a closer en-
counter. He saw eight objects in line
formation while driving on Route
910 and stopped for a prolonged
gaze. After a few minutes, he got
back in the car and drove on. A mile
up the road, he saw a gigantic
triangular object, white lights at
each tip, hovering over his car about
500 feet up.

Underneath was a spinning red
light. In the center of the red light
there appeared to be a blue beam
light. He said the object made a low,
rumbling noise like the sound of
distant thunder. He watched it for a
minute, then, becoming edgy be-
cause the UFO seemed particularly
interested in him, he drove home.

Anybody who saw the same thing
or, for that matter, anything else
interesting, should call the center
(863-3874) immediately upon com-
pleting this column.

Don't a lot of crazies call? Actu-
ally, quite the opposite, says Diane
Enion, who's been collecting infor-
mation on UFOs since age 18. Peo-
ple are hesitant to come forth for
fear they will be thought nutty. That
was the case with the youth from
Dorseyville, whose friends greeted
his tale with guffaws.

“The problem is most people
don't believe unless they see one
themselves,” says Diane Enion.
“And even then they don't believe.”

MORNING NEWS, Dallas, TX - Oct. 28, 1981
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DAILY NEWS, Norfolk, NE - Oct. 23, 1981
Another UFO Sighting Here

Mrs. Ron Vogtman, 1600 N. 37th St., says that she heard the family dog
barking about 6:30 a.m. Tuesday and looked out a window to see a strange
object in the sky. It looked like a large red star moving rapidly from the

northwest to the south.

Mrs. Vogtman said she didn’t mention it to anyone because she
thought they’d laugh, but after she noticed Mr. and Mrs. Doug Busskohl
had seen a similar object Tuesday evening, thought she would report her

sighting.
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Nov. 25, 1981

UFO over
Willits

By DALE MARTIN
Journal Staff Writer

An apparent unidentified flying ob-
ject (UFO) lit the skies of Willits last
night, according to a group of Willits
residents who reported a ‘‘pared
orange peel-shaped object’ to the
National UFO Reporting Center.

“It was kind of an odd-shaped
dome. It disappeared and then came
back again," said Lawrence Porter,
one of the several neighbors who
sighted the unidentified flying object.

Porter said the object was sighted
by William Bernhart, Bonnie Porter
and the next-door neighbor Dixie
Southwick as well, at about 6:45 last
night. The group watched the UFO
for about 45 minutes before the
phenomenon disappeared from the
skies. The UFO was sighted about
two and one-half miles east of Willits.

Bernhart had come over to the
Porters to visit and told them about
the object, Bonnie Porter related this
morning.

LawrencePorter said the object
“kind of scared’ the group.

“We didn't know it if was going to
come down or not,"" Porter said.

Bonnie Porter said the object was
“unbelieveable. I've never seen
anything like it in my life."”

She said the group looked at the ob-

Bill Leet knew the minute he saw
the strange luminous disc that his
B-17 Flying Fortress would be no
match for it.

“Our gunners wanted to shoot it down,
but 1 ordered them not to. I told them if it
was hostile, it would have already shot us
down,” he said.

““Let’s just try to figure out what it is,’
I told them."”

Nearly 40 years later as he sits in a
bedroom of his Texarkana, Ark., home
that he has converted into an office, Leet
explains that he is still trying to figure
what he saw that night and what other
alien craft cross the skies.

“I am vexed, literally vexed, that we do
not know more than we do about this.”

Today, we at least have names for them
— flying saucers, or more broadly, uni-
dentified flying objects. In 1944, no one
had even coined a label.

Leet was a B-17 pilot based in Southern
Italy during World War II. His squadron
flew daily bombing missions on German
oil refineries and railroad yards. It was a
cold night in November when Leet and his
crew set off alone across the Austrian
Alps on a dangerous ‘“‘lone woll" raid on
Salzburg.

“We were just scared to death. I think
we were the only Allied aircraft over
enemy territory that night,” he recalled.

It hadn't helped their chances any when

BYWAYS

out it, they couldn’t climb much higher
than 18,000 feet, which made them sitting
ducks for the big German anti-aircraft
guns around Salzburg.

So they diverted to Klagenfurt, some
100 miles closer, and less fortified than
Salzburg. They made a surprisingly clean
drop there and turned south toward home
as soon as the bomb bay was empty.

“We didn't see one flak burst all night.
Not one anti-aircraft shot was fired at
us."”

The unusually quiet skies gave the
entire crew a perfect view of the visitor
that suddenly appeared just off the tip of
the left wing.

“This thing did not approach us from
above or below or either side. It was just
there, like a light switch being turned
_—

“It wasn't like anything we had ever
seen before. We couldn't see any third
dimension to it. It was just a perfect
circle. The closest thing I've ever seen to
it is the amber light on a traffic signal.
But it didn’t look like any earthly light."”

Whatever it was, it stayed alongside the
B-17 for about 45 minutes. Then, “‘like a
light swilch being turned off,” it was
gone.

Leet reported the incident to an Air
Force Intelligence officer, and was told
that what he had seen was a new German
secret weapon. Leet wasn't really con-
vinced, but didn't dwell on it. The war

he forgot about the strange light.

Until eight years later, when he was co-
pilot on a C-47 transport plane carrying
troops on leave from the Korean War
battlefields to Japan. By that time,
“UF0" had become a familiar expres-
sion, and when Leet and his copilot spot-
ted a dull, metallic sphere flying along-
side the C-47, they knew it was no Com-
munist secret weapon.

Leet began to talk to other airmen and
learned that quite a few of them had
sighted flying objects that they could not
explain. After Korea, he had little interest
in returning to his law practice in Lexing-
ton, Ky., already twice interrupted by
war.

He returned anyway, but did more and
more research on UFOs. As his interest
became known around the community, he
was asked to speak to various groups. The
news media soon began calling, and then
in the late 1950s, he hosted a local televi-
sion program on which he would inter-
view guests who had had UFO experi-
ences.

The program ran nearly three years,
but all the publicity did little for his
livelihood. People might be curious about
what he had to say, but they had doubts
about hiring a lawyer who saw strange
things in the sky.

“It just killed my law practice. The last
few months I was there, I didn't make one
dollar, not one dollar. Back then, I was

Vexed by the things
out there in the sky

tudes.”

In the early 1960s, he moved on and
found work in the aeronautic industry.
His first wife died in 1971, and when he
remarried in Fort Worth, his new wife
Helen made him promise to bring her
back to her hometown Texarkana, Ark.

They moved here three years ago.
Today Leet spends much of his time writ-
ing. He has one book out — a dramatized
history of the exploits of World War II
pilots called ““To Rule the Sky” — and a
350-page pictorial history of Texarkana
that he compiled for the Texarkana His-
torical Museum is at the publishers now.

But UFOs remain his obsession. He
believes that the security of the United
States rests upon its ability to develop the
technology involved in what are com-
monly called flying saucers.

“I am convinced that UFO activity is
the most phenomenal of all phenomena
today.”

He said the U.S. government’s refusal
to acknowledge the existence of UFOs is

‘not any sinister plot to deceive the Ameri-

can people, but more likely an effort to
keep military study of UFO technology
hidden from the Soviet Union.

“Despite the secrecy, I believe 95 per-
cent of all Americans have an open mind
on the subject. Polls show that more than
half of Americans believe in UFQs."”

Leet is Arkansas director of the Mutual
Unidentified Flying Object Network, an

1861 ‘82 °390 — ¥V ‘euegEX9]l ‘HIIFZVD

reports of UFO sightings. He is trying to-
find a publisher for a book he is writing
titled ““What? You Haven't Seen A Flying
Saucer?" and subtitled “‘How To Sight A
UFO and What to Do When You See One."
He has spoken at two recent meetings of
the Texarkana Optimist Club, and enjoys
lecturing. He said his comments on UFOs
are received less skeptically today than
when he first began talking on the subject

Stoff photo by Rober! Kerr

Bill Leet is certain we are not alone

He attributes most of that to a more
educated pgpulace, and said that movies
like *‘Star Wars,"” ‘“‘Hangar 18" and
“Close Encounters of the Third Kind'
have stimulated interest in UFOs. How-
ever, he seldom goes to such films, and
never watches television's “Star Trek"
because of Hollywood's tendency to sensa-
tionalize such offerings. '

*“You should never mix fact and fiction
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; they lost a supercharger on takeoff. With-  would end soon, and as the years went by,  really standing naked before the multi- international organization that compiles  more than 20 years ago. concerning UFOs,"
ject through binoculars and she
described it as ‘‘shaped like an um-
brella turned upside down with pro-
ngsonit."
Robert Gribble, director of the Na-
tional UFO Reporting Center in Seat-
tle, Washington, said, however, *It's
very difficult to investigate anything STAR, Marion, OH - Nov. 5, 1981
like that. We'll have tositon it.”
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Also Saw UF0

BRISIOL = Qne of $iwe 5]
reports ol UFO  sightings
which appeared in last
week's Enterprise has been
duplicated by Dave Norman
ol Groton.

Groton Man §

N ‘To3stag ¢

Normaa reports that while
stopped at the corner of
Peaked Hill Rd. and Rie. 104
on Nov. 9, he sighted a siring
of white lights in a V"
patiern, similar to the lights
spotted on Nov, 10 over the
skies of Laconia.

Norman says he watched
the lights for five minutes,
and his description matches
the Laconia sighting to a tee.
Norman says the pattern held
unchanged for a long time, **
and reports hearing no noise W
at all. He says the lights *
secmed 1o be geuting closer,
and were at about the same
altitude as a jetliner might
fly.

1861 €9z *AoN

:
Norman’s accoumt of the =
unidentified flying object
marks at leasst the fifth such
sighting in this area in the
past two weeks.

Suit Seeks to Lift Secrecy Veil From Agency’s UFO Documents

By Ward Sinclair
Washington Post Staff Writer

The U.S. government says it keeps no
records on unidentified flying objects, be-
cause they don’t exist. But 131 secret doc-
uments about UFOs in the files of the Na-
tional Security Agency have become the sub-
ject of an intense legal battle.

Would the documents disclose startling
details about the flying saucers, or UFOs,
that more than 10 million Americans claim
to have seen? Would disclosure compromise
NSA's sophisticated eavesdropping tech-
niques? Is it all buncombe? Or is it all too
frightening to contemplate?

Apparently only NSA can answer those
questions and NSA isn’t talking. NSA, in
fact, refuses to talk and its reticence is being
challenged in the federal courts.

Eleven months ago, a U.S. District Court
judge here, Gerhard A. Gesell, held that the
documents were 50 sensitive that their public
release might endanger national security.
Gesell did not review the documents. Hig
decision was based on a 21-page top-secret
affidavit given him in chambers by NSA.

The battle last week reached the U.S.
Court of Appeals, where a small organization
known as Citizens Against UFO Secrecy
(CAUS), arguing for release of the NSA doc-
uments, told a three-judge panel that the
government cannot have it hoth ways.

If UFOs do not exist, CAUS attorney
Peter A. Gersten of New York told the court,
then Uncle Sam has nothing to hide. If they
do exist, then we may be in big trouble—and
we ought to know about it. But NSA's lip
stays buttoned.

The suit brought by CAUS under the
Freedom of Information Act is another in &
series of challenges to the powers of spy out-
fits such as NSA, the Central Intelligence
Agency and the Defense Intelligence Agency
to withhold virtually anything they want
under the guise of national security.

“The government position is that UFOs
are not a threat and that the government
does not study UFQs,” Gersten told the ap-
peals panel. If the panel does not order dis-
closure, he said, Gesell at least should be
directed to review the 131 UFO documents

and decide for himself just how sensitive

they really are.

Arguing for NSA, attorney Cheryl M.
Long said there is no way the documents, no
matter what they show, could be released
without exposing and compromising the in-
telligence-gathering techniques of the agen-
¢y, which include global electronic snooping
and code-breaking.

CAUS' appetite for government docu-
ments was whetted by the 1978 release of
Air Force and CIA reports on UFO sightings
that were deemed to have no national secu-
rity implications. Ground Saucer Watch, a
Phoenix-hased UFO monitoring organiza-
tion, forced the release through freedom-of-
information suits.

Those documents revealed that in Octo-
ber, November and December of 1975, re-
liable military personnel saw unconventional
and unexplained aerial objects hovering
around nuclear weapons storage sites, air-
craft alert areas and missile control com-
plexes at installations across the northern
United States.

In some instances, as radar sightings of

the objects were made, Air Force fighter
planes were sent aloft in unsuccessful pur-
suit, although the records gave no indication
that the tighters fired on the intruders.

CAUS and the Fund for UFO Research,
based in suburban Mount Rainier, noting
that last week was the sixth anniversary of a
celebrated series of sightings over Loring Air
Force Base in Maine, brought a witness to
Washington to tell his story at a press con-
ference.

Stephen B. Eichner, a now-retired ser-
geant who was on duty when a strange object
hovered over the Loring ammunition dump,
described in some detail what he saw in 1975
and said that officials at the base tended to
discount his and other witnesses' reports.

Eichner told how he and fellow airmen
had seen a football-shaped reddish orange
object, three or four car-lengths long, hov-
ering over the Loring dump. He said the ob-
ject suddenly vanished, then reappeared
some distance away at the end of a runway,

Numerous other visual and radar sightings
were made at Loring. Air Force planes were
scrambled in a luckless attempt to track

down the object. The Air Force generally
theorized that the object was an unidéntified
helicopter, but Eichner said last week it
made no noise and could not be mistaken for
a helicopter.

Gersten said CAUS intends to file another
freedom of information suit against the Air
Force this month in an effort to force disclo-
sure of more data on the serles of still un-
explained 1975 sightings over Strategic Air
Command bases.

POST, Washington, DC

Nov. 3, 1981 CR: F. Whiting
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Gary keeps raferring to the occupants of
UFQ's as ‘they’ so | asked him who he thought
‘they’ were. ‘"Most of the peaple who are not
familiar with the subject come up with that
question. Who is doing these things? I'm not
interested in that. 'm Interested in why it's
being done. I'll find out who's doing it In the
future.”

If you don’t quite understand, don't feel bad.
The study of UFQ's Is very involved and quite
complicated. Gary says there is a lot of research
involved. "*Once you're onto the ideas you start
doing research which incorporates getting out
your encyclopedia and looking up specific words
that you keep seeing, trying to figure out things.
For instance, several of the symbols that you
keep seeing regularly are the tree symbol and
the curve in the road. People say they encounter
UFO's at curves in roads again and again.
Mushroom also seems to come up often. Each of
thesel: are nothing more than pieces to a large
puzzle."

TIMES, Mosinee, WI - Nov. 5, 1981 CR: R. Heiden

GETTING TO KNOW

Gary Lambert

He Believes UFQ’s
Exist Around Us

BUT WHAT do they mean? Gary says some
symbols have to do with things that are coming
in the future, what the dangers are. ‘'For
instance, before the oil crisis in the 1970's we
had blackouts repeatedly in the 1960's. We also
had oil based products left behind where UFQ's
had been seen. Substances like asphalt or oil, or
tennis courts would be torn up. When you put all
the cases together you saw that oil fitted into a
world wide problem which was yet to come. Once
the oil shortage began in 1973 they no longer had
to warn us about it so they started switching
their signs. Many people have heard about the
cattie mutilations around the country. They are
trying to tell us that a food shortage is coming. If

ou look you will already see it starting to surface
n places like Cambodia and Africa. People are
starving to death by the tens of thousands every
year. Before that you can go back to the 1896-97
sightings of airships across the country. At that
time there was no such thing as an airship. There
you had a prophesy of a technology to come. A
lot of people think that the disk that is being
seen, which is not a conventional aircraft, is a
prophesy of what will come to pass in the area of
flight in the future.”

At the top of the story | said Gary thought
Mosinee was a prime target for a UFO sighting.
Here's why. Remember he said the numbers 1, 3
and 5 were important. Highway 153 runs ri?ht
through town. The word bridge is also
important. Mosinee has a bridge. They also like

- the word Lincoln. Mosinee has a Lincoln St. For
some reason the word water, and the French
equivalent Eau attracts them. Mosinee Is near a
tremendous amount of water and the Big and
Little Eau Pleine Rivers run just south of town.
And Mead. Broken down, the letters m e a d
mean 31, 35 and 14. Finally, the population of
the City has the numbers 135 in it.

GARY IS just biding his time. He can't quite
figure out the whole puzzle but he thinks he
knows bits and pieces of it. He knows one thing.
Something big is in the air and when it happens,
he plans on bein? around to put the missing
pieces into place. [f anyone in this area-has seen
something unusual, Gary would appreciate it i
you would call or write. His address is: Gary
Lambert, 8348 California St., Omaha, Nebraska;
Phone (402)391-8091.

A weird, pulsating abject was tracked on radar
and observed by thousands of startied citizens at
Turin, Italy on the night of November 30, 1973. A
Frederic Wisconsin woman Rhotographed a set
of strange, tlnmomshoe-s aped tracks which
showed up In Tz:rd"zmn January 1 and
January 4, 1975. g ™0 toe or claw marks,
were between 2 and 2% Inches across, situated
one In front of each other approximately eight
inches apart and were two inches deep.

Stories about unidentified flying objects
(UFQ’s) are cropping up all over the country and
have been for many years. This brings us to Gary
Lambert, a man who studies UFQ's as a hobby.

GARY |$ head of Lambert Incorggrated out of
Omaha, Nebraska. He is currently doing some
work in the Mosinee area but that's not the only
raason he's here. He thinks Mosinee Is a prime
target for a UFO sightl:g.

Pgs became interested in this sort of thing
about 14 years ago when there was a series of
'si?'mings in Nebraska. He was going to law
school at the time and really wasn't interested in
things like astronomy but this caught his
attention. With Gary's business he gets to work
all across the country and this also gives him the
opportunity to check on UFO sightings nation-
wide. Also, because he has time oft in the
winter, he travels extensively to interview people
and the witnesses collecting data. He then takes

and the witnesses collecting data. He then takes
it all home and compares it with other data that
he's collected in other locations to see what the
tterns are. He points out that this is strictly a
ﬁgbby with him and an expensive one at that

GARY SAID that if you're interested in
something enough to investigate it as he has,
you will find a pattern to it all. **It comes like a
code, a coded message, sort of like a display that
you see that represents a story. | consider it to be
symbolic logic, which | had some courses in at
the University of Nebraska-Omaha. These
classes, which represented analogy and logic,
were helpers for me to try and figure out what
this is all about,”" he said.

By some coincidence, he had these courses as
a prerequisite for ?emng into this hobby. "' was

lucky enough to find that there, was something
being transmitted in the way of information. I'm
at the point now where | can predict some events
that are going to come about. | knew in 1978
there would be a UFQ flap that would last
through the fall and winter and it happened just
like | said it would. | predict right now that there
will be another one in the fall and winter of
1983."

If you see a UFO you might think it was by
chance but Gary says the sightings aren’t
random. They select some person because of the
symbols needed to convey their message. ‘' They
select the situation needed to project their
message. The. message is repeated. For
Instanca, it we were to send a probe somewhere
and we wanted to send a messa?e in that probe,
we would make the probe so It repeated Itself
continually so there would be a pattern there that
they could pick up on. Eventually, they would
learn to decipher the message and they would
gain some knowledge from the probe. This is the
same kind of thing we have from UFO's. They
give symbols which repeat themselves enough so
you realize it wasn't a coincidence. Some of the
code words they might use are bridge and venus
and important numbers are 1, 3, and 5 and
variations of that and the numbers 14 and 41.
Colors are also important. Green can be

Colors are also important. Green can be
substituted for 31 and blue for 13. Many times
witnesses will describe something as blue-green,
not blue and green. Why? Because in the
concept of symbolic logic those two colors are the
same."’

*'YOU CAN also look at it another way. Lets
say they are trying to describe the picture of a
flower. One message they send might be pedal,
pedal, pedal. Another may be stem, stem, stem
and still another root, root, root. Singly, they
don’'t mean much but when you put them
together they describe a flower. The bits and
pleces of the message they are sondln&rlght now
are saying look to northeast New Mexico for
significant events in the future.'

Citizens, Police
Report UFO Here

By JIM KERRIGAN

They swore they weren't
drlnk;n_g or taking drugs, but
two citizens and two Peoria po-
lice officers reported sighting
a'UFO over the city last

Leroy Guy Jr., 22, of 1914 N.
Broadway summoned police to
tell of sighting *‘a large white
light that had red and blue run-
ning lights on the side,” ac-
cording te Officer Chris Dun-
can.

Guy and another UFO view-
er, Phyliss Marks, 21, of 1908
N. North, reportedly made the
observation between 5:30 and 7
last night. And, noted the ap-
parently skeptical Duncan,

they *‘swore lhi;y hadn't been

nor were they crazy.”

IN FACT, Duncan was toid
Guy was standing with an off-
duty city police officer when
he spotted the apparition soar-
ing in the darkened sky near
Broadway and Interstate 74.

That’s right, standing with a
police officer.

The off-duty lawman, Offi-
cer Manny Russell, confirmed.

*I caled Officer Russell and

something out of the ordinary,
but hesitated to mention it be-
cause he didn’t want anyone to
think he was looney,” Duncan

But wait, there’s more.

Duncan said he “‘was relat-
ing the incident to Officer
(Robert) Baer. Officer Baer
stated he saw the object while
en route to work.

“Officer Baer stated he has
frequently observed these ob-
jects,” Duncan continued, "but
(he) also hesitated to be teiling
too many persons he's been
seeing them.”

Apparently, the unidentified
fying object was jockied by a
clever pilot,. intelligent life
with an ear to the radio, per-
haps

AT LEAST that's the conclu-
sion drawn by one of the ob-
servers. “Mr. Guy,” said the
reporting patrolman, ‘‘stated
the objects must be reading

the objects must be reading
the radio transmissions and
leaving the area whenever the
operator dispatched a patral
car to his location.”

1861 €, *AoyN —~ TI ‘BTI09d ‘YYIS TYNINOP
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Island observers are puzzled by'UFOs’

Commen!
By Hank Garfield
District Correspondent

SOMESVILLE — Sometimes getting a
straight answer from the military is a little
like... well, like tracking UFOs.

Reports of unconventionat air traffic over
Mount Desert Island continue to pop up in
police reports and newspaper offices, despite
a Defense Department announcement earlier
this year that proposed low-level flights over
the area had been scrapped.

The latest sightingsoccurred last month, in

Commentary

the early evening hours of Oct. 14 and 24. This
time of year, early evening means gne or two
hours after dark.

Malcolm Salisbury Jr., whq lives on the
Eagle Lake Road in Bar Harbor, sighted one
of the mysterious aircraft on Oct. 14.

He said that the object looked like a mini-
comet, a falling star with a bright tail behind
it. Salisbury reported that the object went
down on the north side of Sargent Mountain.

““There was no explosion like you would
expect with an airplane or something,” Salis-
bury said. When asked if the object could
have passed behind the mountain, Salisbury
responded that it sure hadn’t looked that way
from his vantage point.

Salisbury was not alone. He decided to
phone the police when he heard traffic re-
ggrding the object over the scanner in his

me.

And ten days later, Southwest Harbor Po-
lice and the Coast Guard reported sighting a
similar plece of flying machinery.

What was it? Or, what were they? Is there
technologically sophisticated military hard-
ware lost somewhere in the wild woods of
Acadia National Park?

Nobody seems to know. Speaking with a
iournalist's regard for accuracy, the bright
ights seen by Salisbury and several others

remain Unidentified Flying Objects.

The Coast Guard base in Southwest Harbor
said they had contacted the air control towers
at Bangor International Airport and at Logan
International Airport in Boston seeking infor-
mation on flights in the area. They were sub-
sequently contacted by the 21st NORAD
Command Post in Syracuse, New York, which
informed them that military flights were in-
deed taking place, but the nature of those
flights was a company secret. Message to
MDI residents: Go back to sleep, it's only
your tax dollars at work.

You have to go pretty far up in the NORAD
command structure before anyone will tell
you what the letters stand for. They stand for
North American Aerospace Defense, and
there are two major control centers for mili-
tary flights in the northeastern sector of the
continent. One is in Syracuse, the other is in
North Bay, Ontario.

A Sgt. Gary Groves at NORAD told me that
the flights were probably from Loring AFB in
Limestone. A few phone calls up there proved
this speculation false. Loring public relations
officer David Beaulier (the Air Force appar-
ently has officers whose sole duty is dealing
with pesky journalists and other members of
the public who want to know something) said,
“We had no aircraft of any kind anywhere
near that area at that time.””

As things turned out, that was the only defi-
nite answer I received from anyone during
this whole chase. Beaulier also offerred some
friendly advice. “It could have been any num-
ber of aircraft,” he said. ‘““‘Any plane coming
back from overseas would have been using
that route. Your chances of finding out what it
was are really almost nil."”

I thanked him and ignored the advice.

Brunswick Naval Air Station couldn’t tell
me anything, nor could Pease AFB in Ports-
mouth, N. H. With media officer John Boyle
at Griffith AFB in Rome, New York, I had
what I thought was my first breakthrough.

Boyle told me the Massachusetts Air Na-
tional Guard had been flying over Maine on
the weekend of the 24th. They were in small
fightef planes, and he said he was unsure

whether or not they flew in formation. “This
is not what we would consider a low-level
mission,” he said. He promised to get back to
me the next day with more specific
information.

And he did, too. He informed me that on the
24th, a B-52 Bomber from Griffith had en-
gaged in military excercises with several
ﬂgﬁters from Otis AFB on Cape Cod over
waters near MDI. They were practicing “ra-
dar intercepts,” with the bomber as the tar-
get. He said the “tail”” seen by ground-based
observers could have been the smaller fight-
ers riear the bomber, blended into one object
by distance.

And how low do these folks fly, I asked.
Never undet 5,000 feet, he assured me.

Col. George Poravas, squadron command-
er at Otis, told me that Boyle's information
was inaccurate. “We never fly lower than
20,000 feet over land,” he said, “We'll get
down as low as 5,000 when we're 40 miles off
the coast.”

Twenty thousand feet translates into nearly
four miles, straight up. Sargent Mountain is
1,373 feet tall. Was this our UFO? Not likely.

In exasperation, I turned back to the 21st
NORAD. After two days and more long dis-
tance calls than I make on my own phone in a
gear. 1 finally got to talk to a Lt. Vernon

ennett, one of the higher-ups in NORAD's
public relations department.

Bennett told me that individual planes on
the 14th and the 24th had practiced a maneu-
ver known as an “IR route” over Mount De-
sert Island. The maneuver goes like this: a
plane flying along at 20,000 feet suddenly
drops out of the sky while making a tight, 360-
degree turn, levelling off at 2,800 feet.

That's still half a mile up, and still higher
than any of the mountains on MDI. But it's
also a plunge of more than 17,000 feet in a
matter of seconds. And I notice that the long-
er I talk to these military officials, the lower
the “‘lowest” altitudes get.

1 don’t know if these were the UFOs people
saw. But I live in Somesville, and knowing
that those folks are up there doesn’t make me
sleep more soundly at night.

DAILY NEWS, Bangor, ME - Nov, 7, 1981

CR: B. Greenwood

Encounters of a dubious kind

WASHINGTON — Six years ago this
month some very strange things began
happening around several of the na-
tion's most sensitive military
installations.

During October and November of

1975 large l{md,enmmumg_(m
easily peneirated the defense perim-

John
Day

eters at Loring AFB in Maine, Cannon
AFB in New Mexico, Eglin AFB in Flor-
ida, Wurtsmith AFB in Michigan, Minot
AFB in North Dakota, and the Canadi-
an Air Forces Station in Ontario.

Each time the UFOs were tracked by
radar. Several times jet fighers were
scrambiled in unsuccessful attempts to
intercept the UFOs.

There was a common thread running
through the 1975 sightings. All of the
bases penetrated either stockpiled nu-
clear weapons or controlled nuclear-
armed Intercontinental Ballistic
Missiles.

It is not a well-known fact, but during
the 1950s most of the country’s theater
nuclear weapons, which would be used
to stem a Russian invasion of Europe,
were stored at Loring.

like the opening credits for a
Grade B science fiction movie, doesn’t
it? “UFOs vs. USAF,"” “UFOs Over
Loring,” etc.

Actually, there's a real-life legal bat-
tle brewing between American defense
agencies and several UFO groups

claim the government is cover
ing up what happened at Loring and the
other bases during the fall of 1975. Peter
A. Gersten, a New York attorney, has
filed Freedom of Information Act law-
suits against the Central Intelligence
Agency, Defense Intelligence Agency,
Federal Aviation Administration, Na-
tional Security Agency and the U.S. Air

Force during the past three years try-
ing to force disclosure of any secret
documents which mention UFOs.

Most of the suits haven't gotten very
far, even though they've produced 3,000
pages of papers formerly classified.
Objective observers aren't very im-
pressed by the documents, many of
which are simply reproductions of
newspaper stories about sightings. Ger-
sten, though, insists these papers con-
stitute “‘overwhelming evidence' that
UFOs exist, pose a threat to national
security apd prove, beyond a shadow of
doubt, that the U.S. government is con-
ducting a massive coverup on that
subject

The UFO crowd held a press con-
ference in Washington earlier this
month to publicize their most recent
Freedom of Information suit against
the National Security Agency, seeking
131 additional UFO documents.

One of Gersten's stars at the UFO
press conference was retired Airman
Stephen B. Eichner, who was on duty at
the Loring nuclear storage site on the
night of Oct. 28, 1975, when a myster-
ious object hovered over the facility
The object returned several times later
that month, sending the Maine SAC
base into an uproar.

According to Eichner, the Loring
brass discounted reports from him and
his fellow airmen that they witnessed
*‘a football-shaped, reddish orange ob-
ject .. three or four car-lengths long"
hovering over the nuclear storage
depot.

Gersten's claims at the press con-
ference were disputed by a senior edi-
tor at Aviation Week magazine, Philip
K. Klass, who has written two books on
UFOs and spent 15 years debunking
UFO conspiracy stories. Aviation Week
is a respected publication which has
broken major stories on space and avia-
tion advances such as the Stealth bomb-
er and development by the Russians of
killer satellites and high-energy laser
weapons

Said Klass, *'I cannot think of a more
exciting article we could publish than
one establishing that UFOs do, in fact,
exist. It would overshadow the launch

of the Space Shuttle and anything else |
can think of. But after 15 years, I have
yet to find any scientific proof that they
do exist, or any evidence of a govern-
ment cover-up of significant informa-
tion that would give credibility to UFO
reports.”

Klass said he investigated the 1975
Loring incident. Among other things, he
was given access to base Telex commu-
nications during the four or five nights
when the mysterious object repeatedly-
hovered over Loring’s nuclear stor:
facility. According to Klass, the
traffic shows that Loring officers had
strong evidence that the mysterious ob-

ect cited by Eichner was a helicopter.
ir concern was not gn;t the SAC

base was being penetral

men, but that a radical ant'ixm

group had rented a helicopter and was

trying to steal a nuclear warhead.

Al to Klass, the cable traffic
he obtai pertaining to the Loring
UFO incident indicated that authorities
established that a well-financed crew,
operating out of a motel near Moose-
head Lake, was flying on the ni the
mysterious object was observed hover-
ing over Loring’s nuclear stockpile.

Klass has no proof that the Moose-
head Lake helicopter was the object
which buzzed Loring. He says it is un-
fortunate that the Air Force never fol-
lowed up on their suspicions, or made
public the resuits of their investigation.

When you think about it, there’s more
logic to Klass's contention that UFOs
are more the product of overactive hu-
man imaginations on earth, than they
are of little green men from another
galaxy. I've chased UFO stories as a
reporter and found the bottom line was
somebody saw something, but only God
knows what it was.

I'll believe UFOs exist when one of
them lands at Bangor Interndtional Air-
port and starts selling tickets to Alpha
Centuri.

John S. Day is the NEWS Washington
correspondent.
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UFOs

. ’ .
Fill ’er up, mister?

The owner of the New Hampton Sunoco service
station says he does not know what he saw, but he
sure saw something. And recently the Laconia Eve-
ning Citizen gave prominent display to the descrip-
tion John Davis gave of his sighting the previous
week. On the front page of the daily newspaper were
sketches of what purported to be a UFQ that Davis
and others swore had come up to the gas station and
hovered above it.

““I don't know what it was—it Jooked just like
one of those flying saucers or space ships—all silvery,
with fluorescent lights on all the sides pulsating, not
blinking, just throbbing. It was just as if it were a
plane sitting right there in the daytime, and it wasn’t
so high that you couldn’t tell what it was like.”’ More
specifically, Davis said the shimmering saucer looked
as if it stretched almost 40 feet wide, with three posts
hanging down like legs. The newspaper reported
Davis said the object hovered about 75 to 100 feet
over his garage for about eight minutes while a small
group of people gathered and watched.

Davis says he was at his garage, preparing to
close it for the day (the time was about 7 pm), when a
car came into the parking lot and two women
clambered out, ‘‘shouting and hollering, waving their
hands.’’ He says the women directed his gaze sky-
ward, over his garage. There it was. ‘‘It hovered
there for a long time, I would say about five to eight
minutes. It sat right there and we looked right at it. 1
thought at first it might be a helicopter, but it didn’t
make any noise,”’ he said. Davis then said the object
drifted northward, disappearing over trees. Davis
did not call the police to report his sighting. He said
he feared being called a crackpot or a fool.

However, the Laconia newspaper contacted an
Ashland woman, Linda Brown, who identified her-
self as the driver of the car that drove into Davis’ sta-
tion. She was accompanied by two other persons. She
vowed that she and her passengers encountered the
object on Route 104, shooting blue flames down
toward them. ‘It seemed to be following the car
down the highway and was moving around a lot,”
she told the newspaper. She drove to the gas station
and alerted Davis.

On the night following the incident at New
Hampton, The Associated Press reported the police
chief of Richford, Vt., and the head of the town’s

service saw unusual orange lights swirling
around the sky, about 3,000 feet up, for a ten-minute

(original clipping incomplete)
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People Report Shimmering Saucer
Hovered over Service Station

By GARY J. REMAL

NEW HAMPTON “I'm not a
believer in UFOs, but I do know there
was something fhere I've never seen
before,” says John Davis, owner of the
New Hampton,Sunoco service station.

What he saw, he said, was a shim-
mering silvery saucer about 35-40 feet
across, with three “‘posts’’ hanging down
like legs, that hovered 75-100 feet over
his garage for five-eight minutes while a
small group of people watched in-
credulously from his parking lot
Thursday evening.

“I don't know what it was - it
looked just like one of those flvin
saucers or space ships — all silvery wit
fluorescent lights on the sides pulsating,
not blinking. just throbbing,’' Davis
said. ‘It was just as if it were a plane
sitting right there in the daytime, and it
wasn't so high that you couldn’t tell what
it was like.”

Davis said he was unaware anything
unusual was happening while he was
Feuing ready to close his service station
'or the night while his brother-in-law and
sister, Fred and Sharon VanDine, and
their two children waited for him.

] was at the garage with my sister,
her husband and their two children
somewhere around 7-7:30 p.m.,"" Davis
said. ‘1 was getting ready to close when
this car came into the garage parking lot
and these women got out of the car
shouting and hollering and waving their
hands. I thought they had car trouble.

“They said | at the UFO over
your garage,” he explained. I said.
‘What the .... is that,” just like that.™"

Davis said the two women told him
the object had followed them down Rte.
1-43, and lhe‘y;esaw it settle over his
garalfeewhenl y got off the highway.

explained that the object ap-
peared very solid and real. hovering
silently with only a slight oscillation
movement for several long minutes
while they watched.

““It hovered there for a long time, 1
would say five to eight minutes."” Davis
said. "It sat right there and we looked
right at it. T thought at first it was a
helicopter, but it didn't make any noise.

“It was about twice the size of my
bay, I'd say about 35-40 feet across,” he
explained. ‘It was about 75-100 feet high,
just above the top of the trees, right over
the garage.

“I'm not crazy, | don’t believe in
UFOs, and if I hadn't seen it with my
ow‘g eyes I wouldn't believe it now,"”” he
said.

After several minutes, the hovering
object began drifting north, disap-
pearing over the trees beyond the ser-
vice station.

After it had gone, he said, two or
three cars st by to ask “What was
that?'" Davis didn't have an answer.
there so you
can say it definitely
happened, ' he said.

ut Davis didn’t call the

police.
" “I didn’t call the police,
1 didn't report it to any-
one, I didn't talk about it
with anyone because |
didn't want anyone in-
sinuating that I'm crazy,”
he said. “But it was
definitely there!"’

However, that was not
the last ting.

Linda Brown of Main
St., Ashland, driver of the
car that drove into Davis's
station and the two people
with her in her car say
they encountered the
object again on Route 104,
emitting blue flame down
towards them on the
ground.

Brown'’s story begins on
1-93 when she and her
passengers, son Jeremy
and a friend, first spotted
the lights of the object in
the sky.

They were headed to her
mother’s home in the
Chemung section of
Meredith when Ms. Brown
said she observed a
“light” in the sky.

It seemed to be

the car down the
highway and was
‘“‘moving around a lot,”
Ms. Brown said.

Everme in the car
shared the same reaction:
‘‘We were very

t exit 23 she stop)
and saw a ‘big thing"
with many lights ‘“‘comi
down from the sky.” It
seemed to ‘“block the
street light... you could
lean forward on the front
ﬂ.ﬁnld g:o cagl!" a:g see Jt

y through the wind-
shield,” she said. It had
two ‘‘legs” protruding
from the bottom and was
silent, she added.

She drove to a nearby
service station and asked
the man inside to come out
and ‘“‘see il he could see
anything,”” she recalled,
adding: "‘He saw it but
said, what the heck is it?"*

Mrs. Brown said the
object then appeared like
a ‘‘boomerang’’ shape and
ghded silently over the
garage and disappeared.
She believes it was the
same object seen earlier
but that it was being ob-
served trom a different
perspective, or possibly
“had separated’ into the
shape.

At this point the object
appeared (o be within
several hundred feet of
the ground.

She then continued
towards her mother's
homé¢ and while driving
down Rte. 104 towards
Meredith Centér Road her
friend and son observed
what seemed like “blue
balls of fire shooting down
to the ground from the
bottom of the thing."

‘““I've never seen
anything like it before.”
she said this morning at

her mother's home.
“People have been kid-
ding me about it already.
They don't believe me."

If she saw anything like
it again, she said she
would probahly be in-
clined not to say anything
about it.

This is not the first time
sightings of this kind have
been reported in the area,

articularly aloni the

emigewasset iver
Valley.

In addition, the
Associated Press reported
in a story from Richford,
Vt., that on the next night
at about the same time in
the evening the Richford
Police Chief, Homer
Combs, and the head of
the town's ambulance
service, Roland Smith,
said they saw two unusual
orange lights in the west-
ern sky flying 3,000-4.000
feet from the ground for
about ten minutes.

The two reported the
incident as an unidentified
flying object (UFO)
sighting.

A spokesman at a UFO
reporting station in the
state of Washington,
whose number is given out
by the Belknap County
Sheriff's Office when
sightings of this kind are
dirgcted to them, said
they received just one call
from the two Ashland
women during this time
period.

Sketch
by

In Flight

Mrs. Brown

Over Gas Station
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Tazewell

police

note light in sky

By SCOTT RICHARDSON
Pontagraph staff

TREMONT — Was it a light
in the sky, the moon’s reflection
or a visitor from the far
reaches of outer space?

That question was being asked
by several people, including law
enforcement officers, who saw
what appeared as a bright ob-
Ject in the sky soytheast of
Tremont late Tuesday and early
Wednesday.

Policemen from Tremont,
Minier, Stanford, Hopedale and
Mackinaw, along with state po
lice, repurted seeing the object
after it was reported to author-
ities about 10:45 p.m.

It appeared as a bright white
light, according to a report filed
after the incident by Tremont
policeman Tom Conover. He
also said there appeared to be &
rotating red light.

Conover said he saw the ob-
ect after it was reported by the

azewell County Sheriff’'s De-

partment. He parked his police
car in the Tremont High School
parking lot and watched the ob-
ject for more than two hours.

Police from surrounding
towns confirmed the sighting.

“I don’t know what it was,”
said Minier policeman George
Nolan. "It was just'a light hov-
ering. Then it would mgve off
and come back and hover
agaln,” he said. Nolan esti-

mated its altityde at 1,000 to
3,000 feet. .

Nolan said authorities con-
tacted the control towers at
Greater Peoria Airport and
Scott Air Force Base. Both tow-
ers said they had nothing in the
air near Tremont at the time of
the sighting, he said.

In his report, Conover
speculated that the object and

‘its apparent motign was in

some way connected with the
motion of the moon across the
sky,

As the moon rose in the east,
the abject appeared to be mov-
ing and grew fainter. Its posi-
glon in relation to the moon
remalned constant, he said

"I believe the pbject to be a
reflection of the moon. off an
unknown source,”” Conover’s re-
port concludes.

Carl Wenning, director of Illi-
nois State University's
planetarium, keeps an ‘open
mind in matters of unidentified
flying objects,

I don’t like to try to explain
away something-that so many
people reported seeing with so
little available information,” he
said.

Wenning invited anyone
seeing an object in the sky
which cannot be readily’ ex-
plained to contact him at the

planetarium.

POST STAR, Glens Falls, NY

- Nov. 20, 1981

Dozens report UFO

BALLSTON SPA — An un-
identified flying object was
sighted Nov. 12 by ‘‘at least a
dozen witnesses,” according to a
spokesman for the Scientific
Bureau of Investigation.

David Waters, chief in-
vestigator of the bureau for
upstate New York, said the UFO
was first sighted near the
Warren County Airport and later
spotted in areas of Saratoga
County. Witnesses, said Waters,
said they saw a series of bright
lights white in color with a
greenish tint, ‘‘dancing in the
sky.” Waters added the UFO
was at a low altitude, moving
slowly and hovering at times. He
said witnesses told him it was
‘“‘absolutely quiet’’ at the time of
the sighting.

‘‘Strangely enough.” said
Waters. ‘‘the UFO was sighted

at about the same time the
phone service went out in the
Saratoga area.'" Telephone
service was cut to Saratoga
Springs and outlying localities
from about 5 to 8 p.m. on that
day.

A spokesman from New York
Telephone said the outage was
due to a malfunction in two
mini-computers at the switching
offices on Phila Street in
Saratoga Springs. Authorities at
the Sheriff's Departments of
Warren and Saratoga Counties
said there were no reports of
UFO sightings called into their
departments on that evening.

Waters said the bureau’s
headquarters in Staten Island
received other reports of similar
sightings during last week from
people in Vermont. New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Ohio in addi-
tion to New York State.



STAR, Indianapolis, IN - Dec. 25, 1981

CR: C. Jones

Odds for alien landing
on earth a bit better

San Diego (AP) — A British book-
making company says heavy betting
from San Diego County has dropped
odds from 500-1 to 100-1 against an
alier landing on Earth within the next
year.

About $10,000 has been wagered
recently, most of it from followers of a
San Diego area mystic, said a spokes-
woman for Ladbroke and Co. Ltd.

“We've taken so much money in
the last couple of weeks that the odds
have gone way down,” Bernice Kerr of
the London betting house told the San
Diego Union in a telephone interview.

outer space land or crash on Earth,
alive or dead,” within 12 months from
the date the wager is accepted.

Kerr said the surge of bets came
from followers of 80-year-old Ruth
Norman, co-founder of the Unarius
Educational Foundation in nearby El
Cajon.

Ladbroke's routinely handles un-
usual bets, which range from the dis-
covery of the Loch Ness monster to
the chances of Princess Diana giving
birth to a boy or girl.

Kerr said many of the bettors
indicated that Ms. Norman predicted a

NEWS-ARGUS, Goldsboro, NG - Nov. 23, 1981

UF O Sightings Reported
In Stevens Mill Area

Three Wayne County resi-
dents say they saw an un-
identified flying object hov-
ering over a field near
Stevens Mill in the western
section of the county Sunday.

Another said she saw the
object sitting in the same
field last Wednesday but did
not report it for fear no one
would believe her.

Seeing the object Sunday
were Treva Pennington and
her twin sister, Mrs. Reva
Renfrow, and Linwood Jones,
all of the Stevens Mill area.

Under terms of the bet, the book-
maker will pay off “if aliens from week.

visit from interplanetary creatures this

Mrs. Julia Jones, who lives
in the same community, says
she saw the object on the
ground in the field early
Wednesday as she was going
to work at Wayne Memorial
Hospital.

Miss Pennington says she
saw ‘“‘something’” hovering
over a field near Stevens Mill
as she came toward her home
Sunday between 8:30 and 9
p.m. She told her sister and
they and Jones went to in-
vestigate.

“We saw it over the field. It
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Lights Linked
To Refueling

By GORDON D.KING

FRANKLIN — Lights darting about the sky
on Thursday evening didn’t startle Suzy Brown
or her husband. Clyde when they saw them as
they were headed to their home it Potter Place
Neither did thev believe they were watching

UFOs

, like Frank Kokx of Giltord. assumed
the i were from low (lving airplanes. The
Browns and Kokx saw the lights at approximate-
ly the same time that several people reported
seeing UFQs in the New Hampton area.

Suzy. who is the city manager’s secretary,
said she and her husband lirst spotted the lights
at 6:45. *'The lights were darting in and out
without any regular pattern. They were all over
the sky." she said.

Kokx, a landscape architect for the US.
Forest Service in Laconia. suw a pattern of lights
in the sky which he found difficult to explain. a
?twlawr han the Browns. He first saw them at

Kokx said the siow movement of the lights,
and the faint outline he thought he saw behind
them, seemed to indicate they were part of a
larger object

He was driving west on Gilford Avenue head-
ed for a meeting when he saw what he called a
triangular pattern of lights off in the distance of
the western sky and slightly south of the road.
After going under the by-pass he pulled to the
side of the road and watched the lights pass
overhead. “From that angle they appeared to
take on a boomerang configuration with what ap-
peared to be a bank of window lights.™

Kokx said the formation moved slowly in its
maneuvers overhead and as it passed he heard a
slight roar that could have been jet engines.
“*After it came over there was a faint rumbling,
but not loud, " he said."”

His desciption about the light pattern and
maneuvers is similar to that given by Suzy
Brown who said there was a pattern to the lights.

“After watching the lights for a few

CR: B. Greenwood
moments, we pulled to the side of the road. The
lights seemed to come together and fly off in a
formation.” she said

“[ think 1t was a very explainable incident. |
think what we saw was a formation of airplanes
doing some low-level maneuvers. It took a
number of minutes to figure out what it was but
we also heard what we think were jet engines,”
she said

A very logicai explanation of what the
Browns and Kokx saw and heard and what the
New Hampton viewers may have seen and heard
was offered by Col. Robert Reynolds of the 103rd
Tactical Fighter Group of the Massachusetts Air
National Guard.

The 103rd 1s stationed at Westover Air Force
Base. The fighter %ruup Is equipped with A-10
Thunderbolt 11s. The group frequently flies
training missions over central and northern New
Hampshire.

Col. Reynolds sind thght records indicate a
group of six A-10s were m the central New Hamp-
shire area betweent p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday.

“They were on a refueling mission. The A-
108 left here at 6:13 and rendezvoused with a KC-
135 at 6:30. The rendesvous was scheduled to
take place in the standard refueling tract which
isnorth of Laconia.” Reyvnolds.

‘The colonel said the six A-10s and the KC-135
would have been using all of their lights during
the rendezvous. A spokesman for Pease Air
Force Base said the KU-125 was from the task
force of tankers which is stationed there.

The tanker is well illuminated during the
refueling operation so that the planes coming in
for fuel can readily see 1t and the refueling boom.
The lumination inciudes a row of hﬁhts along
the entire bottom of the fuselage of the tanker,
the spokesman said.

{ter the six A-10s disengaged from the
refueling operation they were scheduled to leave
the central New Hampshire area in a formation,
according to Reynolds.

The row of lights on the tanker itself, plus the
running lights on’the individual A-10s appear to
account for what some of the people on the

round witnessed. The Browns and Kokx and the

ew Hampton viewers claim to have seen lights
coming together and then passing overhead as if
in a formation. The descriptions are very similar
to those offered by the USAF  and Air National
Guard spokesmen.
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More People Report
Sightings of UFOs

Bay Street

General been a refueling tanker.
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Richard Fry, 79
Avenue,

owner Ken Davis
and his wife Shelly, closed
the store last Thursday
evening around 6:45 and
went to their car when
they saw something in the
sky \::ich still has them

‘It was a mass of lights.
Whatever it was made a
glew turn and dis-
[ ed,” he said. He
he and his wile
viewed the object for

five minutes. He

bed the object as

ving the appearance of
qn?n wing.

N not completely
discount the expianation
offered that it may have

“I'm just a real skeptical

rson,” he said. He said
it appeared to be much
larger and flying too slow
to be a jet airplane. )

“I don't know what it
was but it was absolutely
fascinating,” he added.

His description of what
he and his wife saw is
similar to the one given by
several people who
watched an object in the
sky over New Hampton.
They too saw something in
the sky at that time on
Thursday evening. Gilford
and Potter Place
residents too were wit-
n:sses to the “lights in the
sky."

Prescott
Laconia, has also reported
seeing an illuminated
object in the sky.

Fry said he and some
friends viewed a
‘*boomerang shaped
object” in the sky last
Wednesday evening. He
said he was on Dartmouth
Street when the object
flew directly over his car
after the group had been
watching it for five to ten
minutes. )

“1 don't know what it
was but I do know I was
excited. My heart must
have been beating about
200 times a minutes,” he
said

had bright lights — real
bright lights — that were
yellow and red and were
flashing," said Mrs. Re-
nfrow.

She said she thought at first
it might be a helicopter but
there was no sound.

“It started moving away
just above the trees and going
toward Goldsboro," she said,
adding that she and the others
tried to follow it in the car.
They lost sight of it but when
they returned, it was again
hovering over the field, she
related. Miss Pennington said
that when she first saw the
object, it was as if a bright
spotlight was aimed directly
at her. “Then I saw the red
lights blinking on the side,”
she related.

“l knew I had to get
somebody else to see it or no
one would believe me. I went
to get Reva," she said. Ac-
cording to the witnesses, the
last time they saw the object
it was heading over the trees
back toward Goldsboro. They
tried to follow but lost it
behind the trees.

Meanwhile. Elbert
Daughtry, of Route 4. Mount
Olive, says he, his family and
several members of
Charasmatic Church saw an
unidentified object near US
13 two miles south of
Goldsboro the previous Sun-
day at around 7 p.m. He
described it as a "*huge round
object’ with lights

Seymour Johnson AFB was
called regarding the more
recent sighting and officials
there said they had no
aircraft in the area at the
time. Officials also denied a
rumor that two interceptor
jets had been ‘‘scrambled” as
a result of the earlier sight-
ing.
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Strange Lights Seen
In Sanbornton

SANBORNTON — The
sighting of lights in a field
has left a Lower Bay Road
resident with an eerie
feeling.

The resident who asked
not to be identified, said
she watched the lights for
about five minutes. “They
were behind the garage.
-about 100 feet from the
house when [ first saw
them around 7 p.m.,”" she
said

“At first they appeared
to be truck lights. They
were about 6 to 8 inches in
diameter and abhout two
feet apart,” she said. 'l
watched them for a few
moments and the object
shot what appeared to be
fireworks three times,”
she said

The woman said what-
ever was flired traveled
for about 25 to 30 feet
through the air. After first
sighting the object , she
called to her husband who
was in a different room in
the house.

The lights and the object
then moved closer to the
house and fired once
again, she explained. She
said the lights had dis-
appeared by the time her
husband arrived in the
room where she was
watching the object.

The woman telephoned
several neighbors but
none had seen the object.
One did report, however,
that there was inter-
ference with their
television signal at the
same time.

The woman said she
doesn't know what she
saw but added, it was
very eerie."”
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Ashland Woman Reports
Sighting UFOs Off 1-93

ASHLAND -—— Nov. 13 is a night
Mary Ann Wills of Ashland will find
hard to forget.

She and a friends were driving in a
car on Interstate 93 in New Hampton
about 7 p.m and spotted what they
belicve were two unidentified flying
objects.

“We were gomg down 93 and we see
this light in the sky." she said. “We
got off the exit at New Hampton and
there was this ship and it kind of
hovered over the car."”’

Willis said she and her [riends
pulled into a gas station. got out of
their car and gazed at the object.

It just stood therve looking at us
and we stood there looking at 1t.”” she
said.

Willis said she saw two different ob
Jeets.

“The first was kind of round and
had this dome on the top, windows
legs conling down and lights on the
side.'’ she said. “'It stood right still
and made no noise at all. . . Then |
started to lecave."

She said she went into the gas sta-

tion to bring two men and a woman
who were inside out to verify the
sighting. One man was startled by the
sight.

“He looked at me and said ‘What
the . . .isthat?" ™

Willis said that when she looked up
again, she saw a boomerang-shaped
object in the sky with lights hovering
about 50 feet off the ground. The other
object was gone.

1t just glided between the gas sta-
tion and the trees,” she said of the
second object. ‘It was very big."

Willis has no estimate the object’s
dimensions.

“It was huge.”' she said. “My
friend said about the width of two
houses."’

She said she called a local radio
station and the station confirmed that
others in the Ashland area had seen
the object. too. Willis said she also
called the UFO center in Washington
and was told by a spokesmanthe cen-
ter would investigate further if others
also notified the center of the sight-
Ing,

B. Greenwood
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Those UFQO’s: What

And Who'’s Out There?

Those of us who have had the
thrill of seeing unidentified flying
objects — and who have endured
the embarrassment of reporting
them — are convinced that some-
thing is out there.

Four credible people in a
Stevens Mill neighborhood saw an
object hovering over a field last
week. One, on a different occasion,
saw ‘‘it"" sitting in the field.

For understandable concern
over being laughed at, Mrs. Julia
Jones, did not mention her sighting
until three other people saw ‘‘some-
thing'' a few days later.

Meanwhile, the Rev. Elbert
Daughtry confirms that his family
and members of Charismatic
Church saw a similar object a week
earlier a few miles from where the
Stevens Mill UFO appeared.

Many pooh-pooh such reports.
But there have been far too many
reports by people whose credibility

is unchallenged.

Few of us are ready to insist
that we have seen ships from other

planets.

But we have seen things that
defy explanation and what we know

of conventional aircraft.

At times when UFO reports are

made to authorities, one can almost
feel the sneer on the face of the
person taking the call. That's why
many sightings go unreported.

When the Air Force stopped
trying to evaluage every UFO
report, it did not conclude that all
the reports could be attributed to
natural phenomena, although some
sightings could be explained.

But there have been thousands
of sightings similar to those in
Wayne County this past week for
which there simply have been no

explanations

What's out there? And who's

out there?

Area Residents
Report Close

Encounter

Meredith — Gn the same
day that the United States
launched a manned
spacecraft into orbit, several
people on the west side of Lake
Winnipesaukee reported
seeing lights in the sky that
they could only describe as an
Unidentified Flying Object
(UFO).

Perhaps it was only a
coincidence that the space
shuttle Columbia was
launched last Thursday and
that the moon was just 26
hours past its full phase and
that the movie ‘‘Close
Encounters of the Third Kind”
would be playing to a national
television audience on Sunday
night, yet a number of reliable
people indicate that a very
unusual array of lights
hovered silently over the I-83
and Route 104 areas of
Meredith, New Hampton and
Ashland between the hours of
7 and 9:30 p.m. on Thursday,
Nov. 12th.

Mrs. Edna Ulm of Barnard
Ridge Road, a Meredith
resident whose home affords
her a grand view of the village
and the hills to the west, made
a positive sighting on
Thursday night which
confirms, in part, the reports
made by people at the Sunoco
(formerly Tulsa) gas station
on Route 104 at Exit 23 of the
interstate highway.

What Mrs. Ulm saw was:
“‘A very, very bright light to
the west of me over the New
Hampton - Meredith area just
before 7 p.m.” Mrs. Ulm, a
resident of this tawn for 13
years who says she has seen
the very bright light in the
same location on other
occasions before November
12th, said she became *‘glued
to her windows'' when the
light started moving in the
direction of Meredith village.

She explains that what she
saw moving was an object
with a constantly flashing
light that also had several
other ‘'‘orangish’ lights
connected to it. The orange
lights, she said, ‘‘seemed to be
attached to it like they were
going off the back.” All the
while, Mrs. Ulm explains, the
object was moving in the
direction of Meredith.

Mrs. Ulm's observation
confirms the report of two
Ashland women who pulled off
1-93 at Exit 23 and watched
with five other people as the
phenontenon hovered over the
Sunoco station for five to eight
minutes. The women then said
they got back in their car and
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Hendsbee: Wanting to forget

with a talk show that ran from 10 p.m.

By BRUCE FARRIN
Sentinel Staff

MADISON — It all started out so
ly. A man told a aper report-
he had seen so! ing he could

er
not understand.
Harold “Bud’’ Hendsbee said an gﬂd

flying object that he ha
of their car that
Saturday night had prevented him and

his wife, Helen, from continuing on.
had been riding in their truck
Route 43 in Starks.
object, he said, had no discern-
ible shape, but a bright light from it
glared into his eyes. When it appeared
the object was preventing them from
continuing on road, Hensdbee, a
Somerset County deputy sheriff, took a
different route.
Later, he reflected on the unsettling

“At first we were not going to even
report it because we thought People
would think we were crazy,’” said
Hendsbee. But after some discussion,

he and his wife decided they would.

“I expected to see just a small par-
agraph (in the newspaper) telling what
we saw, but it was quite a bit more,”
Hendsbee said.

After the story of Hendsbee’s u&::
ing appeared in Monday's Mormnga
tinel, the phone began to ring. Man
area residents, it turned out, had seen
something equally mysterious and at
about the same time, he was told.

A radio station called to interview
him about his sighting.

The pace had begun to get hectic,
but Hendsbee did not seem to mind re-
telling the story. ‘

By Tuesday news of the sighting had
become widespread. People from news-
papers in Portland and Boston, radio
stations and even a television station,
began bombard Hendsbee with
questions over the . He was tiring
of retelling the story over and over
again. Hendsbee’s wife said they were
even getting phone calls after they went
to beg one from a Boston radio station
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until 2 in the

morning.
1 just wanted to forget that it ever
these

happened,
asking me to keep repeal
saw,’” he said.

"'meyaskequmunm
we ate and drank and other
tions. 1 never did get to eat my

lunch,”” he said.

Again that night, came a late phone
call ?mm a radio station

tions about the sighting.
So it has gone.

Now a week later, Hendsbee may
not be certain of what it was that he
spotted that night, but he is certain of

one thing:

“Iwishwehadm':;rw'ld

we saw,”’ Hendsbee )

e were
what we

asking ques-

traveled east on Route 104
sometime around 7:30 p.m.
and the lights appeared to
them to be heading in the
same direction. Mrs. Ulm also
observed the lights moving in
the same direction at about
the same time.

The owner of the gas station,
John Davis, says the object
hovered without noise about 75
to 100 feet over his station.

Mr. Davis explains: “I
hadn't seen it until the two
women pulled into my station.
Then we all just stood there
and watched it. The object
was about 40 feet across and
about 20 to 25 feet high. When
it stood still, it looked just like
a boomerang.

‘‘We weren't seeing things,"
John Davis told The News. “It
was as real as that tree across
the street.”

Over in Meredith Mrs. Ulm
stepped out into the clear
night air for a better look. It
was then that she realized that
the object was emitting no
noise whatsoever. Somewhat
frightened by it all, she went
back into the house, where she
saw the object turn and head
toward the northwest.

“'As it traveled, the outside
lights were blinking. Then the
outside lights seems to drop
away [rom the unit one by one.
The big unit was still there and
the blinking lights went off to
the west,"” Mrs. Ulm recalled.

She then drew the drapes for
about 90 minutes. At 9:30 p.m.
she opened them again and
found the object still in the
same spot as she had last seen
it — just beyond Meredith
village in the direction of
Ashland. Then it just
disappeared.

Mrs. Ulm didn't tell anyone
about her experience, but she
says she didn’t stop
about it either. She first
mentioned it to someone on
Saturday when she calmly
asked a friend if he had seen
‘‘anything strange” in the sky
on Thursday night.

An observer for Precision
Airlines at the Laconia
Airport reports that three
people pulled into the hangar
area at about 8 pm. on
Thursday night. ‘“They were
flipping out,”” he said. “We
didn't see anything but one
lady kept insisting that she
saw a big, bright boomerang
inthesky.”

The reports regarding the
UFO were clouded somewhat
yesterday with an account in a
Laconia newspaper about an
Air Force refueling mission
involving six A-10 Thunderbolt
aircraft from Westover Air
Force Base and one KC-135
from Pease Air Force Base
which occurred at between 6
p.m.and7 p.m. in central New
Hampshire on November 12th.

The director of the National
UFO Reporting Center in
Seattle, Washington, Robert
Gribble, was reached by The
News on Wednesday morning.
He said his agency received a
total of four reports from
Meredith and Laconia about
unexplained phenomena on
November 12th. Three of the
reports mention the lack of
sound coming from the object
and its close proximity to the
ground (anywhere from 50 to
300 feet off the surface of the
earth.)

Mr. Gribble said, “If a KC-
135 was holding a refueling
mission 300 feet off the
ground, everyone for miles
around would have heard it."”

Mr. Gribble adds: “It is
quite possible that the Air
Force was holding maneuvers
in the area, but we could never
accept that explanation for
such a low sighting and the

absence of sound.”
His privately funded agency
has attached an

“‘unidentified” status to the
sightings.
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Sighting of three UFOs reported
near east end of Charleston Lake

By DAN BLACK
Staff Writer

CHARLESTON LAKE — Mel
Coons of Charleston Lake agrees —
“‘We are not alone.”

On September 16, Coons, his wife
Margret and son Richard spotted
three flying saucers hovering_qver
their home located at the east end of
Charleston Lake.

“I never believed in them until
this happened,” Coons recalled
Tuesday. ‘'l didn't say anything to
anybody because I didn't think any-
body would believe me or my wife
and son.”

Coons said he was the first one in
the family to spot the strange ob-
jects. He said he had been watching
television around 9 p.m. and was
getting up to change the channel
when he noticed something peculiar.

“I looked out the living room
window and that's when I saw
them,” the 49-year-old building
contractor said. ‘It was sure dif-
ferent. There were three of them
and the first one came in over the
lake at tree height. 1 didn't know
what the hell was going on. I didn't
know if we were being invaded or
not."

Coons said the objects *‘were like
big, red moons.

“One looked like it was headed
straight for the house,” he added.
“I'd say it was the size of a big, red
harvest moon."

Coons said the .first object flew
towards the house and then banked

left over the water.

“It turned and went out over the
point. The light from it lit up the
water and I could also see the rocks
on the point."

Both amazed and frightened by
the objects, Coons drew the atten-
tion of his son and wife.

“We grabbed the binoculars and
went outside to take a closer look. It
was just su hard to believe. We
watched and listened, but they
didn’t make a sound.”

FAST AS LIGHTNING

Coons said the first object trav-
elled “‘fast as lightning" and disap-
peared once it was over the point on
the east side of a bay. The point is
about 1,000 feet away from Coons’
home.

“Outside we had the binoculars,”
Coons went on. ‘“My son took a
closer look and said he thought he
saw several small lights on the
thing."”’

Coons said the other two uniden-
tified flying objects vanished into
thin air shortly after the first one
had disappeared.

“The two others didn't fly in over
the point. They remained out over
the water. But to look at them, we
were all quite excited. The first one
glowed and seemed to get larger as
it approached the house.””

Coons said his son Richard is quite
a believer in UFOs. He said the 25-
year-old has experienced strange
sightings before.

“Richard said one flew over his

car one night as he was coming
home. He reads up on them.”’

After the sighting on September
16, Coons and his family remained
calm and quiet. During the night,
their story was told only to next door
neighbors Mike and Brenda Peer.

However, a few days later,
Margret Coons contacted neighbor
Florence Warren to wish her mother
happy birthday. During the tele-
phone conversation, the two women
discovered they had seen the same
three mysterious objects.

Warren told Coons she had seen
similar flying objects in the area.

“‘The family remained quiet about
the sightings,” Coons added. ‘‘But it
all came out into the open when we
heard from Florence."

Warren also said the strange
lights faded on and off. She said they
were flying just above tree level be-
tween Browns and Judsons Islands
on Charleston Lake.

“I didn't know what was going
on,” she said. “'I was just petrified.
At first I thought they might have
been the lights on the boat houses on
Browns Island.”

Warren, 60, said the lights were
not reddish but “‘sort of yellowish.”

“I'm glad I wasn't the only one
who saw them. Otherwise, I would
have been considered to be off my
1ocker. They gave me an awful
weird feeling.””

““It has just got to be something,”
concluded Mel Coons. ‘‘They
weren't airplanes.”

Nov, 2, 1981
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Pilots sight UFO
in Cordoba, not
seen from ground

Coérdoba
THE pilots of two
commercial flights on

Saturday night claimed to
have seen an Unidentified
Flying Object (UFO) in this
province, it was reported

yesterday.

Pedro Heslop,
commanding Austral airlines
flight 408, and Alberto

Paracampo, on Aerolineas
Argentinas flight 510, both
said that at about 9.15pm on
Saturday they saw a ‘‘bright,
round, huge object in the
middle of which there was
another, smaller bright
object’* flying through the
sky.

The local daily La Voz del
Interior, reporting the news
yesterday, said the reported
UFO could not be seen from

the ground because of
prevailing weather
conditions.

Reporting the incident,

Heslop said he saw the UFO
as he was just about to come
in for landing, adding that
the object was at an
approximate altitude of 180
metres.

Paracampo's report
checked with that of his
colleague. He said the UFO
was in the vicinity of the
town of Marcos Juarez.(NA)
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Nakina bus drivers baffled
over hovering white lights

which
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By ROSS LONGBOTTOM The students on the buses Defence Command
Times-News Staff did nol see the objects, as (NORAD) in Lowther, near

they were listening to music Kapaskasin
NAKINA - Separale and ignoring the road monitors the air space in
sightings of two moving ahead, say the drivers Bul the Nakina region said their
white lights in the sky 15 km  Solmonson. who says he radar detected no objects in

south of Nakina at 12:30
am Wednesday haye left
two witnesses searching for
alogical explanation

Olef Solmonson, 55. and
Carol Luxton, both bus
drivers, saw two while
lights above the highway
hover then move off as they
approached. while they
were driving high schooi
students home from a dance
in Geraldton

knows the area well and all
the lights in the vicinity.
was quite convinced it was
a i t
(UFO)

“You'd swear it was a
radio transmitter being
dragged across the sky,”
Solmonson said, of the two
white lights he at first
suspected to be helicopters

Luxton was not ready to
offer an explanation. when

Carol Luxton was driving interviewed Wednesday
a bus with seven students in~ night but said at first she
it. and made the first thought Lhe lights were

sighting  Solmonson made
the same observation 15
minutes later as his busload
of 30 students passed the
same spot on Highway 584
while heading north to
Nakina

those of a car approaching
in the distance. But as she
got closer they moved
overhead then off to the
right

A spokesman at the North
American Aerospace

the area at that time
Wednesday morning and of-
fered no explanation

Both Solmonson and Lux-
ton had similar descriptions
of the lights wheninterview-
ed Wednesday night. Both
said that as they were
heading north on Highway
584 they spotted two vertical
while lights ahead of them
Solmonson said they did not
blink while Luxton said they
did. As Solmonson ap-
proached the lights, which
he estimated as about 50
feet apart and above each
other. they were about one-
half mile away He stopped
his bus as they moved
towards him and as he got
out of the bus they moved
off to the east and out of
sight

LENNOX HERALD, Dumbarton, Scotland
Oct. 31, 1981

UFO spotted over
Dumbarton '

What's large,
bright orange
dazzling white streak
and flies over Dum-
barton at an astonishing
speed . .7

round,
with a

That is what former
town councillor Mr Jim
Kerr would like to know.

For that is Jim's
description of what he
saw from the bedroom
window of his home at 28
Dumbuie Avenue,
Silverton, at 5.45am on
Wednesday, October 21.

Said Jim: *'I have
heard a lot about uniden-

tified flying objects and

read a lot about them but

uite honestly I didn't
think I would ever see
one!"’

Jim, who is a familiar
figure on his bike around
town and a popular
entertainer at concerts
for old folk, added: I
had just got out of bed
and was looking out of
the window over towards
Langbank when | saw
this object.

“Apart from the fact
that it was travelling at
an unbelievable speed
over the Clyde, the thing
that really struck me
about it was a bright

white
orange circular shape.

“I could hardly believe
my eyes. In fact, I still
can't. It
wondering if anyone else
in the town may bave
seenit.’”

Both witnesses said they
heard no sound and the ob-
ject's speed was slow

Luxton did not stop and
said she thought it may
have been lights on
transmission lines, but On-
tario Hydro said they have
no lights on their lines in
that region

A spokesman with
Thunder Bay Airport control
tower said that the descrip-
tion did not fit that of an
operating helicopter
because there would be
more than just the white
lights and their vertical
positioning was not normal

LENNOX HERALD, Dumbarton, Scotland - Nov. 6, 1981
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Was it a
flying
saucer?

Kathleen Gillespie (21)
of 8 Hill Street,
Brucehill, has claimed
she spotted a UFO on
Tuesday, October 20, at
about 7.15pm.

She was taking a driv-
ing lesson in the area of
McAilister's shipyard by
her boyfriend, %reddie
Ramage (28), 71 Glen-
cairn Road, Brucehill.

She noticed a red light
which appeared to hover
over Dumbuck Hill. It
moved out of a cloud and
she could see that the ob-
ject was circular in
shape.

It changed to a bright
white colour as it passed
over the Foster Wheeler
works and then shot oft
at an unbelievable speed
over the Clyde.

She said: “When it
started to come towards
us I panicked and I was
left white with shock. It
was definitely not an air-
craft. It was round and
completely changed col-
our.

Kathleen said she had
no previous interest in
UFOs, but that since the
incident she had return-
ed to the area several
times in the hope of see-
ing it again, without suc-
cess.

Mr Jim Kerr

its

streak on

has left me

object travelling so fast
that it passed
across the night sky in
seconds has been re-

ject passed near his home

EVENING LEADER, Wrexham, England
Nove 13, 1981

Man sees UFO
shoot across sky

An unidentified flying

England

burt

He said it was travellinye
extremely fast in a
straight line but appeared
to dip towards the Minera
Mountain.

Mr Crewe, who saw the
UFO at 11.30 pm. last
night said it had a light
larger than that seen on
aircraft travelling at
night.

North Wales police have
received noother reportsot
UFOs and the matter has
now been forwarded to the
Minister of Defence

from view

>
rted to the police at g
rexham. .

Mr David Crewe, a
mechanic, 34,0f9 Glyndwr
Road, Wrexham, con-
tacted police after seeing a
bright circular shaped ob-

EVENING NEWS, Bolton,

over houses in Kenyon
Avenue.

It was no

dream . ..

SIR — With reference to

your front page story
= (BEN: Nov. 7)
o~ UFO sets a puzzle.”
My son and I were
« Sitting in our car on St
~ Helens Road near Adelaide
T Street when we saw a
» large deep pink/red ball
moving slowly over
“Lantor’” Mill.

It was in view for ap-
proximately 30 seconds
and suddenly disappeared.

Just a line to confirm
Mr Slack wasn’t dreaming.

'Pinkish

Ann Crompton.

St Helens Road,
Bolton.
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weird. It lost miles,
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‘UFO MADE

ME A

TRAVELLER’

By LYNNE GREENWOOD

SALESMAN Alan Cave claims he became a time traveller

the day he spotted a strange orange cloud.
For as he drove under the mysterious object in the sky, Alan
says his milometer, his watch and a digital pen all moved .. . .

vesterday he told of his close encounter on the A46 between Bath

BACKWARDS.
and Stroud.

. was exactly 11
oclock when I spotted

this long, flat cloud, be-
cause the news was on

TIME

the radio.

*But then I glanced at
my watch and it said
eight o'clock. My digital
pen said nine.

though a mechanic has
since told me it’s impos-
sible.”

Investigating

Alan, 45, of Dorchester
Road, Taunton, Somer-
set, doesn't believe in
flying saucers.

“ But something very
t')dd occurred in those
ew

happen again.” i
The British Flying
Saucer Research Bureau
say they are investigat-
ing several reports of a
UFO in the same area.
on aircraft
movements have drawn
& blank, they added.

UFOs
mystery

THERE WERE several reports
of umidentified flying objects in
Calderdale last mght.

Mr Paul Jones. of Fountains.
Ilingworth, Halifax, telephoned
the “Evenming Couner™ at 5 pm to
say he saw a bright white oval
light, which had travelled from
Halifax and was hovering over
Mixenden.

A cone underneath changed to
red and the object scemed to
spin. After 75 minutes, it dis-
appeared behind clouds

Mr Jones said the UFO was the
same as one he saw in the same
area aboul seven years ago

Mrs Evelyn Walker. of Moor-
lands Crescent, Ovenden, Hali-
fax. said a bright white oval light
appeared at about 4.45 pm. It
hovered for half-an-hour and dis-
appeared towards Halifux. She
said it was too big and bright to be
a plane or helicopter. Mrs Wal-
ker has seen similar JFOs be-
fore.

At about the same time, a
13-year-old Luddenden Foot girl
saw a round. white object in the
sky which turned red and then
disappeared.

EVENING COURIER, Halifax, England - Nov. 19, 1981

UFO —
with

some time before it slowly

receded

Queensbury.
At first T thought it had

toward

-
=
-
°
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L)
E‘: PAST reports of strange
& obicets in the sky  have
alwiavs made Mrs. Alma
o Metealfe, of Ruth House.
o Bradford, laugh. <o it came
-f as a hit of a shock to her
o whenshe saw one,
> Mrs. Metealfe said: 1
a have never taken these
'E reports  seriously, but at
o about 6 p.m. my husband
%‘ and I were inour (Tat when 1
@ saw a bright light awayv
n"i towards Low Moor.
o Vanished
2 1 could not tell exactly
E how hig it was, even
< through binoculars, but we
o watched it hovering for
o =}
E
something round the
middle, but when we looked
with the binoculars we
could sece at least seven
large spikes radiating from
the centre.
“Then, to my complete

surprise, we saw a smaller
version move away from it,
shortly followed by another
one. Fhey moved off toward
the Richard Dunn Centre,
and we lost track of them. 1
could not believe my eves.™”

EVENING COURIER, Halifax, England - Nov, 5, 1981
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Meteor caused explosion the world won’t forget

By MATTHEW DOUGLAS

On a bright summer day 73 years
ago, there wus an incredible explosion
over the Stony Tunguska River basin in
Central Siberia. No one can say with
certainty what caused the explosion —
explanations have included a ball of an-
timatter to nuclear weapons from ex-
traterrestrial beings — but a more logi-
cal cause would be an immense meteor.
The lack of an impact crater bothers
many people, but the scientists claim
that the Tunguska object likely had a
very low density and disintegrated upon
its entry into the earth’s atmosphere.

B. Greenwoed

CR

Regardless of the category, whether
meteor or comet, the Tunguska object
delivered a force equivalent to a 10-
megaton nuclear explosion. Such an ex-
plosion was enough to level over 700
square miles of ancient forest, to fright-
en people with the sonic boom 600 miles
away, and send an air wave disturbance

around the earth twice according to Dr.
R. P. Turco, 4 research scientist at R &
D Associates in California, and his asso-
ciates.

These researchers and others before
them have determined that the Tung-
uska object — a meteor in their evalua-
tion — had entered the earth's atmo-
sphere flying at a supersonic speed and
at a relatively shallow angile. But beside
the huge explosion and "butt.erﬂsy" pat-
tern of forest destruction in Sibena,
there is another interesting aspect to
consider about the Tunguska meteor.

The recent paper by Dr. Turco, and a
recent Science Magazine piece by a Cali-
fornia physicist show that the amount
of nitric oxide generated by the meteor
could have destroyed up to “'45 percent
of the ozone in the Northern Hemi-
sphere . . . and large ozone reductions
may have persisted until 1912.” Poten-
tially, such a cataclysmic event could
have led to world-wide weather per-
turbations, and apparently some

changes in the weather patterns of the
Northern Hemisphere were recorded es-
pecially for the years 1908 and 1909. Un-
fortunately, it cannot be shown for cer-
tain that the Tunguska meteor caused
all these changes because two very large
volcanoes were active at the same time,

affecting the composition of the earth’s
atmosphere in their own inimitable
fashion.

However, if the ozone of the North-
ern Hemisphere were indeed depteted
by 45 percent in 1908, this would trans-
late into, “a tripling of the . . . active
untraviolet radiation intensity at the
ground.”

It is also sobering to realize that the
Tunguska meteor is hardly a rarity, con-
gidering geological time scales. Dr. Tur
co's research team estimates cosmic
debris the size of the Tunguska object
and larger smash into the earth every
1,000 to 20,000 years. But no need to
worry. Your chances of being obliter
ated by a meteor from space are in-
finitesimally small.

Matthew Douglas is adjunet as-
sistant professor uf entumology from
Beston University. His column, ez-
amintng topical scientific 1ssues, ap-
pears every Monday and Wednesday.
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Like most countries on Earth, official
statements from the Soviet Union con-
cerning UFOs have been quite contradic-
tory throughout the years. When flying
saucers were raging over the United
States in the 'S0s and "60s, the Soviets
would issue scattered comments to the
effect that UFOs werce only “Pentagon
propaganda” or “nightmares of the cap-
italist countries.” Yet by 1967 the UFO
phenomenon had a bricf and complete
turn-around when Professor Felix
Zeigel, the USSR's foremost UFOlogist,
and Major General PA. Stolyarov,
appeared on prime time Soviet TV to tell
the citizenry that it was their patriotic
duty to report to the authorities any
unusual object they may see in the skies.

A year later, Pravda, the Communist
Party’s mass organ, reversed the sit-
uation by declaring that the study of
UFOs was “unscientific.” UFOlogists
were back to the underground, where
they had learned to cover themselves as
“science-fiction enthusiasts.” Yet the
1967 opening had a precise reason. The
data collected then became the raw mate-
rial for a detailed “statistical analysis™ of
256 UFO sightings conducted by the
USSR Academy of Sciences Institute of
Space Research. When the report was
released in 1979 under the title of
“Observations of Anomalous Atmo-
spheric Phenomena in the USSR Statisti-
cal Analysis” (quickly translated to
Englishin""NASA Technical Memoran-
dum No. 75665" and later distributed by
the Center for UFO Studies in Evanston,
I11.), it became obvious that UFOs were
no longer “unscientific.”

State-run press eyes UFOs

In the last couple of years, a surpris-
ing number of UFO-related articles have
appeared in the state-controlled press,
and some of them have been reprinted in

NEWS WORLD, New York, NY
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Sputnik magazine and other Soviet pub-
lications in foreign languages. For the
most part, these articles attempt to
explain away UFOs as some sort of nat-
ural phenomena like “chemilumines-
cence formations (CLFs)," a chemical
reaction caused by atmospheric pollu-
tion, yet they make it clear that Soviet
authorities are investigating UFOs, or
*anomalous atmospheric phenomena,” as
they are officially known. A recent arti-
cle in Sputnik on the CLF theory, for
instance, stated at one point that, “thou-
sands of observations and photographic
pictures of these phenomena have been
collected and studied in Soviet lab-
oratories.”

UFOreportsin the USSR vary
depending under which channel they are
released. Some of the hottest sightings
came froma 1977 lecture reportedly
given by Professor Zeigel toa group of
Soviet technocrats. The report was
leaked out, perhaps deliberately, and dis-
tributed through the “samizdat” network
of underground literature, eventually
reaching Western researchers. Although
half of the report was devoted to
American UFOlogy, a few good cases
were mentioned here for the first time.

On August 31, 1961, for example, sev-
eral cars were stalled on a highway some
30 miles from Moscow, whena UFO
hovered on top of an underpass for a few
minutes. The cars could not start until
the UFO left. According to Zeigel's lec-
ture, another incident was reported by
Valentin Akkuratov, one of the USSR's
pioneer Arctic aviators, during a flight
over Greenland in 1956. Chief-pilot
Akkuratov was paced by a saucer-shaped
UFO for about 15 minutes, always main-
taining the same distance from his plane.
A second UFO approached the plane also
for brief moments. Akkuratov's report
indicates that whenever he tried to either
escape from or approach the object in

order 1o get a better look of it, the UFO
would always keep the same distance.
Zeigel also mentioned a sighting by three
astronomers in Letonia, and a landing
case on the region of Volongonsk on Jan-
uary 1976, in which it was possible to esti-
mate that the 30-meter diameter ring left
on the ground indicated the object
weighted 30 tons.

Chart of sightings
The 1979 official Academy of Sci-

ences report does not describe any par-
ticular incident in detail, but it provides
three charts with “observation of
anomalous phenomena” on three specific
dates in 1967 — July 17, September 19
and October 18 — over a wide range of
sies in Soviet territory. The Sept. 19

“crescent-like object,” for instance, was

spotted in eight Ukrainian cities, in Rus-
sia, in the Belgorod District, and finally
by passenger aircraft flight No. 404
between Voroshilovgrad and Volgograd,
which reported the UFO was “hovering”
and “maneuvering around (the) aircraft.”

The bulk of the study concerns statis-
tical aspects such as time distribution of
events, types of objects, observer cate-
gories, duration of sighting, object
structure and nature of luminosity, etc.
Some of the statistics are quite
astounding because they demolish pop-
ular but faulty stereotypes about UFO
eyewitnesses. A chart distributing the
observers by specialties, indicates the
largest group of witnesses is that of sci-
entists with 25 percent (of which 7.5 per-
cent are astronomers), while the second
group are engineers witha 17.5 percent,
and the third pilots with an 11 pereent. At
the bottom of the chart with 1 percent
each, are maintenance workers and sea-
men. This led authors Gindilis, Men'kov
and Petrovskaya to state that “in the
majority of the cases, lhe observers had
quite high qualifications,” which raised

“the reliability of the initial material "
Although careful to avoid any opinion
regard{,ng the possible origin of UFOs,
the authors concluded that “we are con-
cerned with a specific class of phenom-
enon which have definite stable
statistical properties,” that most sig-
htings described were "actual phenom-
ena" and not “hallucinations or false
reports,” and finally that further scientj-
fic research should be carried on.

Stituation changed considerably

Undoubtedly since the release of the
statistical report, the situation has
changed considerably for Soviet scien-
tists studyingor discussing in public
their resc¢arch in the ficld. It wasn't
always like that. A 1975 heavily censored
CIA declassified document on UFOs
mentions a Soviet scientist that told "half
jokingly™ an unnamed source that “some-
one must have made.a political decision

that they (UFOs) were not to be sighted
anymore.” That political decision seems
to have been reversed now, although no
one knows for how long. The Soviet press
continues to deny categorically — much
like the U.S. Air Force in the days of its
Project Bluebook press releases — that
there is not one shred of evidence to
prove that UFOs are extraterrestial, yet
they no longer deny that people are see-
ing them. A mostly debunking Sputnik
article, titled"UFOs Through the Eyes ol‘
C 8" d Soyuz-5c¢
Yevgeni Khrunov saying that, “as
regards UFOs, their presence cannot be
denied: thousands of people have seen
them. It may be that their source is opti-
cal effects but some of their properties,
for instance, their ability to change
course by 90 degrees at great speed, sim-
ply stagger the imagination." The days of
“Pentagon propoganda” and the “unsci-
entific” nature of UFOs are over...at least

for the time being.

...but Kremlin may be manipulating the data

By Dennis Stacy
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS WORLD

Soviet authorities are manipulating
UFO data within their own country, says
NASA Space Shuttle expert, James
Oberg, this country’s self-styled “sympa-
thetic skeptic” of UFOs and a longtime
observer of the Russian space program.
The problem is, Western observersof the
Soviet propaganda machine do not know
exactly how or why the deception is
employed.

“If I had to speculate,” said Oberg, 1
would say the Soviet authorities look
upon UFOs as a harmless intellectual
diversion. You can't be a political dissi-
dent, but you can be a UFO dissident and
itdoesn't hurt. And I saythat because
UFOs are denounced by official
spokesmen, yet UFO reports are toler-
ated and even encouraged by the Soviet
mass media, the government itself is_
playing some game with the UFO phe-
nomena that we here in the West don't
fully understand.”

Oberg has good cause to be familiar
with the Soviet tactics of deception. He is
fluentin Russian and the author of Red
Star in Orbit, a penetrating history of
Soviet successes and failures in the race
to conquer space. Oberg himself isa
computer analyst involved in program-

ming the Space Shuttle Columbia’s
orbital and attitudinal rocket systems. In
Red Starin Orbit, he finds numerous
instances of Soviet duplicity and outright
coverup and embarrassments, including
cosmonauts who are erased from official
press release photographs following
their untimely death or fall from grace.

Inareccntinterview with this
reporter, Oberg turned his attention to
the Soviet manipulation of local UFO
reports.

Jellyfish UFO coverup

“The biggest case involved the out-
right coverup of the famous jellyfish-
shaped UFO over Pertrozavodsk back on
September 20, 1977," Oberg said.
“There’s hardly a doubt in the mind of
anyone who looks seriously at the data
that that was a launch of Cosmos 95S. The
Soviets can't admit that, however,
because it was launched from their top
secret northern Cosmodrome. So they
trot out a bunch of official explanations
that it was chemo-luminescent industrial
smog, the aurora-borealis, or some other
very lame excuse.”

A morerecent incident involved the
release by the Soviet Academy of Sci-

ences of a report entitled “Observations
of A lous At h

;e Ph
P icr

UFO sighting
Oover city

A SWANSEA housewife
claimed a UFO sighting over
Treboeth last night.

Mrs, Mary Evans, of Liwyd
Read, saw a “bright ficry light”
hovering behind old lodeing house

euins on top of a hill uverlooking
Liewellyn Park. She witched it for
several  munutes  before it
disappeared into the night sky

‘I thought the house was on fire
because the light was <o bright. It
seemcd very hot and T think must
have left some form of scorch marks
on the ground,” she said.

Metcornites.  suggest  Swansca
Coastguards, could be the answer:

“We have had a spate of metcorites
lately, perhaps that is what she saw

Neither Swansea police net the
airport have had any other reports
of the sighting,
Evans’ neighbour also saw 1t

Gower weatherman Mr.,
Powell said conditions last might
were ideal for star gazing.

SOUTH WALES EVENING POST,

Swansea, England
Nov, 19, 1981

inthe USSR: Statistical Analysis.” First
published in November, 1979, the doc-
ument analyzed 265 Soviet UFO reports,
the earliest of which dated back to 1923.
Most of the sightings, however, occurred
during 1967 when the Soviet Union sup-
poscdly underwent a flap of UFO activity.

Early in 1980, the report came to the
attention of Dr. Richard F Haines, alife
sciences specialist employed at NASA's
Ames Research Center, Maryland, and
Director of Investigations for the Center
for UFO Studies, Evanston, Illinois.
Haines interested his superiors in mak-
ing a translation of the Soviet Academy
Report which was cventually made
available to the public under the auspices
of CUFOS.

But Oberg thinks there is more than
first meets the eye with the Sovicet Acad-
emy of Sciences report, oo. He says:

“Thisis simply a case of massaging the
data. You can put a spit shine on almost
anything and it doesn't necessarily
increase its value or change its real
nature. If you look very carefully at the
Academy of Sciences report, you will see
it says very spccnflcally. inthe report
itself, that it is not based upon actual
rescarch conducted by the Academy, but
that it's merely a statistical manipulation
of data provided by Felix Zeigel. And

Zeigel, one of the leading luminaries of
Soviet ufology, has been having hisown
problems.”

Zeigel’s reports unsubstantiated

Oberg referred toan article which
recently appeared in the English journal,
“Flying Saucer Review,” written by two
other Soviet UFO researchers who tried
to confirm Zeigel's data and were unable
to substantiate a single report.

“He's been totally discredited within
the Soviet UFO community itself, in
essence, for having fictitiously and
fraudulently created his own data, based
largely on Western parallels,” Oberg
said.

“1don't pretend to know who's right,”
Oberg added, “but there's certainly a
good deal of conflict going on over there.
I've even heard from various emigres
and Sovict officials that pahitical agina-
tors will open and close their meetings
with UFO stories to get the public's inter-
est.

“So the Soviet government's attitude
toward UFOs is not at all understood by
us here in the West, and to say that the
Soviet Academy of Sciences report is
somehow a blessing, or endorsement, of
the UFO phenomenais to play a card
game with only haif a deck. We justdon’t

know what’s in their mind

although Mrs.

John

HERALD, Melbourne, Australia - Nov, 11, 1981

Scandinavian _ Unidenti- dent, who 1s one of Sufoi’s
fled Flying Objects In- leading lights, said that
e formation group — in- so far all the machines
stalled little prototype had recorded was fridges

track

From DUDLEY HUNT
in Denmark

The wonders of elec-
tronics are now being
used to track UFOs
which may be flying
saucers from outer

space.
Two months ago, 40
members of Sufoi — the

machines in their homes
in Denmark to register
changes in  magnetic
fields.

This is a great help
for the observers of the
unknown  because it's
very difficult to see
strange objects in the sky
it it is cloudy or dark.

These little machines
— they are about the
size of two packets of
cigarettes and cost about
$28 — are tuned to the
same  sensitivity and
show when there s
something strange
around. They are elec-
tronic developments of
the Cartwright UFO De-
tector which was i
vented in Australia.

Mr Ole Knudsen. a 30-
year-old astronomy stu-

switching themseives on
or brief power surges in
domestic electrical sys-
tems.

There is another diffi-
culty. “We can't depend
on all UFOs having a
strong magnetic field but,
on the other hand, if any-
thing does come around
wnh a strong magnetic
fleld it is probab)y a UFO
or a refrigerator,” he said.

The 3000 Sufoi members
take their work seriously.
All reports of UFOs made
to the police or air force
are channelled to Mr
Knudsen who, if the re-
port comes in quickly,
alerts some of the 300
members on sky watch
which greatly improvcs
the chances of a positive
sighting.

CR: P. Norman
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UFOs besieged Canary Islands

Spanish authorities probed
sightings, ‘close encounter’

By A. Hovni
SLCIAL TO TG NEWSWORED

(Frrstina two-part series)

A series of dramatic UFO sightings
rocked the Canary Islands, off Africa’s
northwestern coast, between 1974 and
1979, All combined, the sightings con-
tain most of the elements that make a
good UFO report, such as: multiple
witnesses, in these cases sometimes
by the hundreds; highly reliable wit-
nesses, including inoneincident a
Spanish Air Force General — the high-
est mulitary authority in the islands —
and several pilots, Navy officers, TV
crews, a medical doctor, etc. in the oth-
ers; there was besides radar confirma-
tion in one sighting and a series of
colur photographs taken by different
photographers in two other sightings.

You may still ask whether the cases
were verified by competent investiga-
tors. The answer is a definite YES!
Without exceptions, the Canary
Islands UFO sightings were investi-
gated by teams of enquiry from the
Spanish Air Force. Subsequently. the
documents (together with many nther
UFO-related military reports) were
leaked to the public through JuarmrJose
Benitez, Spain's “number one” UFO
journalist, who has published a sizea-
ble number of articles and books on
the subject.

A radar/visual UFO report

Compared to the following ones, the
sighting of November 24, 1974 1s the
simplest, yet by no means is it a pooror
even average report. The witnesses
included an Air Force Lt. Colonel on
the ground, military personnel on a
radar station in the Grand Canary
Island, and the Captain of an Iberia
commerical airliner. An unidentified
echo was detected also by the same
radar station, code-named W-8, but
let’s follow the facts ina chronological
order.

The“Informe 01/75 sobre O.V.N.1.s"
(UFO Report 01/75) beginé with a
statement by a 1st Sergeant and an AF
soldier from the “Technical Zone W-8"
[ocated in the highest pointin the
Grand Canary island. At8:17 p.m., the
watchman observed “a very brilliant
white light that ‘pulsated’.” The First
Sergeant and several soldiers con-
firmed the sighting and one soldier
was assigned to keep a constant watch
of 1t, which was done until the pulsat-
ing hizht disappeared by So'clock in
the morning.

The dossier continues with the
statement of an (name deleted) Air
Force Lt. Col., who was driving with
his family on a road in the northern
part of the Grand Canary. At9:30 p.m.,
the Lt. Col. observed an object, “'simi-
lar.to a bolide; but flying horizontally
onadirection parallel to the coast
towards the island of Tenerife. It had
the size of a luminous spot with a short
luminous tail.” According to the wit-
ness, the object was flying at an
incredibly fast speed,“which made me
think that it could not be an airplane.”

‘[wenty minutes later, the object
was observed by the pilot asnd co-pilot
of alocal Iberia airhner, flight IB-098,
commuting between Tenerife and Las
Palmas. Tl{e object, continues the offi-
cual report, was described as “a very
brilliant white light twice the size of
the planet Venus, according to the first
witness, and four times bigger thanthe
planet Venus according to the second.”
The Captain called the nearest control
tower to enquire if there was any com-
mercial or private air traffic in the
area, and he was told there wasn't any.
Yet exactly at the satne time, presum-
ably the same object was detected on
the radar screen of the W-8 military
station. The Air Force report indicates
that, according to the radar operator in
charge, the object produced “a normal
echo like the one produced by a large
airplane. He (the radar operator)
doesn't doubt that it was caused by a
metallic body. He is absolutely con-
vinced that it could not have been
anomalous reflections produced by
comets, orother metereological
agents ... The speed of SO0 knots
detected on one occasion is not normal
for the traffic between the islands,

either. The operator was not able to
determine what it was "

A close encounter of the third kind
For hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
terrified witnesses from the islands of
Tenerife, La Palma and Gomera, the
luminous flash on the night of June 22,
1976, (shown on the cover photograph)
was an awesome spectacle. For Doctor
Francisco Padron and agroup of a
dozen locals from the small town of Las

Rosas, the sighting becameg an eerie
entry into another reality. Inside a
transparent spherical globe witha
diameter of about 30 meters, there
were standing two large beings
between 2.5 and 3.0 meters tall, facing
eachother.

The UFO, however, was [irst spotted
by'the Corvette “Atyevida” of the Span-
ish Navy off the coast of the island of
Fuerteventura. The official "UFO
Report 01 76 states that,at 9:27 p.m.,
the Captain and the lst Lieutenant of
the “Atrevida” observed “a luminous
spot of an intense bluish-yellow color...
emerging from land and ascending in
altitude in the direction of our posi-
tion.” The report continues saying that
the object “remained motionless, with
its light rotating.” It then divided itself
in two halves, but the halo generated
by the first luminous spot would
remain for over 40 minutes.

Meanwhile, Dr. Francisco Padron,a
family doctor in the town of Guia in the
Grand Canary, received an emergency
call to visit one of his patientsinthe
small town of Las Rosas. When
approaching the house in a taxi, he and
the driver (as well as anumber of
neighbors), saw a tranparent sphierical
object witha diameter of about 30
meters hovering over the road. Accord-
ing to Dr. Padron’s sworn statement to
Air Force investigators, the object was
made of “a totally transparent, crystal-
like material, since you could see the
stars in the sky throughit.” Inside the
slightly-illuminated globe with an
“electric-blue color,” there wasa
metallic-looking platform with the
colorof tin, and three large consoles.
“Standing at each side of the central
(console),” continues Dr. Padron’s
report to the AF, “there were two huge
figures some 2.5 or 3.00 meters (8to 10
feet) tall... entirely dressed ina
brilliant-red uniform.” The “beings”
did not face the witnesses, and they
were described as having a large chest
and short stocky legs. The globe began
then to grow in an amazing fashion (yet
the “beings” remained in the center
with the same size) until it generated a
huge halo. It finally ascended and
moved in the direction of the island of
Tenerife.

Between 10:15 and 10:30, the night
over the islands of Tenerife, La Palma
and Gomera was illuminated by alarge
round object enveloped in a yellow and
green halo, as shown in the photograph
taken from the neighborhood of Mas-
palomas in the Grand Canary. Hun-
dreds of phone calls flooded the
television and radio stations, newspa-
pers, police and soon. News of the
event would travel quickly on the fol-
lowing days throughout Spain and
beyond. Some of the explanations
given for the phenomenon said it had
been allegedly caused by an undersea
volcano, or maybe by the fall of'a mete-
orite, or perhaps by some unusual
atmosphereic phenomenon, or even by
those mischevious “*OVNIs™. Yet mean-
time, the Air Force was busy collecting
the data from the numerous witnesses,
knowing that something bizarre, per-
haps not from this world, was going on
right there under their noses, in the
strategically-vital Canary Islands.
And they would not be disappointed.

(to be continued in the next issue).
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secuencia C

(Above) Diagram of the movement followed by the object as seen from the Corvette
Atrevida” of the Spanish Navy. (Below) Sketch of the transparent globe with two beings
inside. Drawings are from appendixes to the official “UFO Report 01/76" prepared by a
team of enquiry of the Spanish Air Force to investigate the events of June 22. 1976. The
g:(':::lr:zen(s were fater released to the public through the well-known UFO journalist, J.J.

Courtesy J.J. Benitez

SUNDAY GLOBE, Boston, MA - Nov. &, 1981

LATIN AMERICA |

UFKO reported in 3 nations

A classic UFO mystery Is the talk of South
America this week.

On Oct. 31, an oval object flashing brilliant
lights was seen by thousands of persons in the
Chilean capital of Santiago. The air force said it
had no planes in the air at the time, but private

CR: B. Greenwood

STEPHEN KINZER

pllots were reported to have photographed the
flying object.

The unknown craft traveled northward.
crossing the city of Arica and entering Peru in
sight of many before veering southeast toward
Brazil. That is where the plot thickens.

According to witnesses and press reports,
four Brazilian hunters In the northwestern

state of Maranhao were kllled by green. orange.
red and yellow rays emitted by the UFO.

L
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UFO spotted in

Rotherham

Rotherham was visited
by a UFO last Friday

night.
Driver David Green
spotted two mysterious

lights while he was head-
ing down Wortley Road
towards Masborough.

And when he got to his
brother’s house in Devon-
shire Street, the family
kept a watch on the object
for five minutes until it
disappeared like a doton a
TV screen.

‘‘Looking towards
Millmoor from Devon-
shire Street — approxi-

mately due East — there

were shi

arca

for the

from the sky a great dis-
tance away,"” said David.

“They were too bright
to be stars and they were
stationary, and therefore
were not aeroplane lights,”
he said.

‘*After roughly five
minutes the strange lights
faded, diminished and dis-
appeared completely
rather like a TV picture
contracting, becoming a
dot and then disappearing

altogether.”
David, of Beckett
Crescent, Kimberworth

Park, contacted the police

:
RAF said that there had
been another sighting by a
man from Sheffield who
had been looking from

Frecheville towards
Mosbrough about the
same time. He had

described it as a “dumb-
bell shaped object” with a
bright light on each end.

Initially it was rather
low, but then climbed and
was lostin a layer of cloud.

The spokesman said he
had no idea what the ob-
ject could have been. “We
didn't have anything flying
at the time,” he said.

who told him that RAF
Finningley had been
notified.

appeared to be two star-
like lights a short distance
apart, as if a car's

Devon UFO
enthusiasts
check out
sightings

DEVON UFO enthusiasts arc
checking out several sightings
reported over Plymouth on
Monday night.

Eight pcople in different
parts of the city, ingluding Eric
Mortis, regional co-ordinator
ol the British UFO Socicty,
reported seeing a flying cross Some observers reported
with a defused light in the cen- what appeared to be a smaller
tre. shining object which travelled

Similar  sightings were carthwards from YFC at an
reported over South Devon a  angle of about 45 degrees im-
few weeks ago and have still  mediately before the UFO
not been explained. disappeared.

“*I was alerted by a telephone
call at about 5.40 pm and a few
minutes later saw it myself,”
said Mr Morris.

*lt was moving very slowly
and finally disappeared
towards the north-west."

Nov. 25, 1981

HERALD EXPRESS, Torquay, Devon, England

EVENING NEWS, Bolton, England - Nov, 12, 1981
cus © ook O g% - © a2 a2
w “s;';) .sqsx.sgugﬁzssagé .n.§ ©o
: =1
>~ O MY “M'asg.uztes‘g =) o ==
M5 208585028 EvE =3 °8 i
© , L =55z 228z8522°:3E47% 1%
m 0‘5‘- 02T OO0 n e © ©9°
. - - I s~o ol _®Z35 B0 80
, Sdo0 ©5.8Tao%Se ®,50z TYe P8
E 25l u>23 CHEUT P w3 gans 95 5 .
e $E5E2°88 58 S5 "2 FE, o8
L © 2 ©9E3E8eE i a8 o305583 %
~28> oz 2e3.08°ES5EBS St > 83
Sex>fiafa =~ 2o S5 wi o "3
UJ (&) -] ALl 2 SuonL%a omgxs =4
e o ! T8 SE2GE"E “823gu2 559 B
;- ESBE"‘? 2.2 SEwEl o0E2-32 S
A xSZEMZToop EUZsrmEZg SE~® -
m fe— ="M ECCc P C 0L N T o B Do D -«
V=G0 ToOdrES®THRLRATIuvwas &0 oca

STAR, Indianapolis, IN - Jan. 3, 1982 CR: C. Jones

111 UFOs SightEd Iberia jetiiner reported he saw and

received radar signals from “an enor-
il‘l Spain il‘l 1981 mous metal object as big as an oil
Madrid (UPI) — More than 100

tanker” off Spain's Atlantic coast last
August.

unidentified flying objects, including

one the size of an oil tanker, were

The same supposed space alien
was registered by the air control tower
spotted in Spanish airspace in 1981, a
UFO watcher said Saturday.

at Las Palmas on the Canary Islands,
Juan Jose Benitez, a journalist and

he said.
Benitez said a dozen witnesses last
UFO enthusiast from Bilbao, said the
111 sightings represented a slight de-

February spotted a “bright shining
. the sea, then watched it fly off without
crease compared to the previous year.

asound

arrow-shaped object” hovering over
Benitez said the captain of an

The air force had no comment.

TRANSLATIONS

Jane Thomas (Translator: R, Girard)
Aguillo, Trevino County, Spain

CREDIT:

) City and country of incident:

2) Date of incident: July ?, 1981
) DIARIO DE VALENCIA, September 27, 1981
) Valencia, Spain

Name of paper and date of clip:
Zity and country of newspaper:

LUMINOUS PHENOMENA PHOTOGRAPHED IN TREVINO COUNTY

A strange luminous phenomenon, shaped like a nuge ball of fire with an in-
cendescent tail, took place last July in Aguilld, Trevino County, Spain,
about 20 km. from Victoria, in an area where similar phenomena have occurred
in recent years.

The event remained unpublicized until now, since Prudencio Muguruza, who ob-
served and photcrraphed the phenomenon, did not want to tell anyone about it
until the roll of film containing the shot of the intense light source had
been developed.

YLast year I saw something very similar in the same area. On that occasion,"
he said, "it was around 10:00 P.M. when a luminous star appeared in the sky.
It was hard to describe because it was very nebulous, and also, the light
blinded me."

Muguruza is employed at "Banca," and before telling his friends about what
he had seen, he took the precaution of waiting until his photograph had been
enlarged.

“"The truth is," he added, "that I didn't think anything would come out. I
was using a very basic camera and didn't think anything would turn out, and
for that reason I was afraid they would say I was a bit touched or that I
had made it all up."

THE TRACTOR. STOPPED

Muguruza was accompanied by his dog when he saw the strange object. "The
animal was paralyzed, very nervous and with its tail between its legs,
while I felt myself overwhelmed."

"In the photograph you can see clearly the image appearing like a ball of
fire falling toward the pround, with a tail stretching back in two direct—
ions, In the lower portion of the photo, just above some trees on a near-
by hill, you can see a luminous circle of the same light intensity of that
of the trail which crossed the sky."

In the same regicn of Aguilld several similar phenomena have been seen by
some residents. Two years ago a farmhand olowing with his tractor was im-
mobilized by the appearance of some intensely luminous lights hovering over
the field in which he was working.

The tractor's motor died, while the farmhand remained motionless at the
wheel until awakened from an apparent trance by one of his brothers.

City and country of incident:
Date of incident:
Name of paper and date of clip:
City and country of newspaper:

Mer del Plata, Argentina
November 21, 1981

CRONICA (Matutina), Novemoer 23, 1981
Buenos Aires, Argentina

UFO AMAZES MAR DEL PLATA

Mar del Plata, 22 (From our correspondent). -- Numercus concurring witness
reports of a UFO which maneuvered over the skies of Mar del Plata last
weekend have provoked the widest range of comments among the city's resi-
dents.

Although the object did not have the traditional “flying saucer" form,
witnesses claimed that it was not accompanied by the sound of motors, was
considered as being deliberately controlled, and was not a conventional
object and therefore not a rocket or satellite.

The following is one of the reports, from a ycung night school student who
saw tne phenomenon on Saturday night:

"I was riding my bicycle on Jara Street. When I reached Colén I saw a kind
of glowing missile, which caught my attention because it made no noise.
Suddenly, it extended some wings, as red as if they had been on fire.

"Then it headed ‘toward Champagnat, toward San Martin Stadium, and I tried
to follow it. As I was doing this, it repeated its flight twice more. I
waited there quite a while hoping it would return, but it didn't. I can
dismiss the idea of an optical illusion or of whatever type of psychic
suggestion. The image was very clear and distinct. Also, I can refer you
to other people in my neighborhood who also saw it."

1) City and country of incident: Satipo, Peru

2) Date of incident: November 13 (2), 1931

3) Name of paper and date of clip: CRONICA (Matutina), November 15, 1981
L) City and country of newspaper: Buenos Aires, Argentina

THREE MISCHIEVOUS IIFOs FUT OUT THE LIGHTS

Lima, 14 (DPA). -- It was repcrted in Lima today that three UFOs over Satipo,
in the Peruvian jungle, left the city without electrical power.

According to a dispatch from a correspondent for "El Comercio," in Satipo,
inhabitants of the city added that shortly after the appearance of the UFOs,
power failed and radio communications were halted.

e "Blue-red" colors

The discs were seen over a radius of 20 km, of Satipo and flew twice over tha
city. They were first noted as simple, small lights, which then expanded and
emitted red and blue lights. A white light surrounded the space ships, acc-
ording to the report.

CREDIT: Irene Granchi

1) City and country of incident: Corrientes, Argentina

2) Date of incident: (Not stated; case divulged by doctor, Nov. 18, 1981)

3) Name of paper and date of clip: ULTIMA HORA (Rio edition), December 19, 192!
L) City and country of newspaper: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

FLYING SAUCER ABDUCTS TRUCK-DRIVER AND HIS TRUCK

Corrientes, Argentina - Truck-driver Juan Menezes, of this province, was trans-
ported over 100 km. by a flying saucer, together with his heavy truck. Juan
declared thet he was driving towards Caa Cati when an unexpected powerful
light surprised him and he fainted. He only recovered consciousness 100 km.
after this. The abduction of the truck and its driver was divulged yesterday
by a doctor of the San Luis del Palmar Hospital who attended the man during a
severe nervous crisis,

This unusual case has been largely commented by Corrientes circles, as in
fact, Juan Menezes was actually driving to Caa Cati, and only reappeared 100
km, from there, on the No. 5 Route, closs to San Luiz del Palmar with no
explanation for it; right after the doctor revealed his conversation with
the truck-driver, several persons assured him that they had seen a large UFQ
emitting a moving light and coming downwards in egocentric circles at a
vertiginous speed. Of late, the presence of flying saucers in various local-
ities of Argentina has been announced, and some of the eye-witnesses are
commercial lines air-pilots.

1) City and country of incident:

2) Date of incident: (Not stated)
3) Name of paper and date of clip:
4) City and country of newspaper:

Corrientes, Argentina

ULTIMA HORA (Rio edition), December 29, 198!
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

BLINDING LIGHT

inian province have discovered in the locality of Derki, burned traces on the
ground from an alleged extraterrestrial ship that employed a giant light ray
at a high temperature, capable of burning all it touched. The information
given by Ramon (?) Menezes who says he was transported over a distance of 100
km. by a blinding light is being investigated.

Corrientes - The Investigatory Organization of Space Phenomena of this Argent-lc
A



Showers of vegetables from UFOs or children?
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And we haven't even men-
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% Sea events are

:aexciting reading

WITHOUT A TRACE. By John
Harris. Atheneum. 244 Pages
$14.95

“Truth 1s stranger than fic-
tion” may be a well-worn phrase,
but books like “*Without a Trace"

testify toats validity.

This latest work by John Har-
ris, sailor and author ol several
books about the sea. documents

the tales of eight ships that met
with bat{hng ends

The most famihar accounts
here are probably those ol the
“Mary Celeste” and the
“Maine " The “Mary Celeste.”
when found bobbing in the Atlan-

tic a century ago, was minus
crew and passengers. No sign of
lire, explosion or other violence
could be found, nor any indication
of the fate of those aboard

The *Maine™ was a U.S. Navy
battleship that exploded in Cuba
in 1898, The Spamsh were
suspected of having mined or
torpedoed her. and the resulting
Spamsh-American War was (uel-
ed by the cry. “Remember the

1OG CABIN DEMOCRAT, Conway, AR = Dec. 2

‘Maine! ™" Lengthy investigation,
however, [aled to prove the
Spanish were responsible tor the
incident, and even showed that

the explosion could have come
from within the ship

Other vessels, though lesser-
known, have equally puzzling
stories  The hner “Waratah™
completely disappeared. as did
the U.S. Navy ship “Cyclops.”
and neither left debris or
wreckage lo provide even the
faintest clue The “Teignmouth
Electron,” involved in an around-
the-world race. instead wandered
the Atlantic for months belore
she was found without her cap-

tain, who left hehind reams of
gibberish writings, bul no clue to
his whereabouts
“Without a Trace™ offers possi-
ble logical solutions to mysteries
which may remain lorever un-
solved. 10is anintelligently writ-
ten and thought-provoking book
whose chills are all the ecrier
because il all really happencds
RON BERTHEL

Associaled Press

CAPITAL TIMES, Madison, WI - Dec. 9, 1981

Soviets say they’ve seen

abominable snowman

Agence France-Presse

MOSCOW — The abominable snow-
man is alive and well and Living in the
Soviet Union

A Soviet scientific expedition in the
Pamir Mountains, on the Sino-Soviet
border, discovered the “yeti” last Au-
gust.

Expedition leader Igor Tatsl con-
firmed. “Yes, I have seen the abomi-
nable snowman.”

The meeting took place one beauti-
ful night on the slopes of Mount His-
sari. The reports are being taken seri-
ously because the expedition was a
scientific one sanctioned by the Kom-
somoiskaya Pravda publication,
organ of the communist youth move-
ment.

The incident has received extensive
media coverage. One leading Soviet
scholar, Professor Igor Burtsev, said:
“] was rather doubtful at the begin-
ning. But today I am fully convinced
of the existence of the abominable
snowman.

“1 have seen, with my own eyes, its
naked footprints in the ice.”

The first footprint was spotted on
Aug. 21. Then a month later other
members of the expedition discov-
ered another in the same area, near a
stream. It was an impression of a
naked foot 1 foot 7 inches long with
four toes.

A plaster cast was taken of the foot-
print, and it 1s being studied by Soviet
scientists.

Burtsev is convinced that this

mountainous region 1s inhabited by
human giants. so far unknown to sci
ence

“We have gathered enough facts to
show that the abominable snowman
really does exist,” he affirmed

Four members of the expedition
have described how thev saw the
huge form of the “yet1” behind a rock
only 15 yards away. A lttle further
away three youths, who had remained
behind in the camp, were bombarded
by stones the size of a man's fist

The stone thrower could only have
been the abominable snowman

He is no saint, and in fact seems to
have rather an irascible temper and
is aggressive with humans, although
e runs off when they approach

Tatsl has drawn a picture showing
him as a heavily built rambling figure
more than 6 feet 6 inches tall with
arms hanging by his sides. He has ex-
cellent sight which allows him to
avoid his human “enemies

Despite his size he is incredibly
agile, able to leap easily from one
rock to another, and easily climbs the
highest tree.

The Soviet expedition discovered
one interesting fact about him which
could account for the reason so few
people have ever seen him — the
abominable snowman 1s a mght crea
ture, rarely if ever moving about in
daylight

The report has been taken seriously
enough for the Soviet Academy of Sci-
ences to form a committee to look
into the “yeti.”
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California sect
plans electronic
call to God in ’82

By John Picton Toronto Star

ark.”

Toronto, Ontario, Canada -~ Oct. 25, 1981
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Robert St. Pierre expects to place a person-to-
person call to God next summer.

And he expects God to answer.

St. Pierre is head of St. Peter’s Church (it's
named after him, not the apostle) in Liano, Calif..
about 85 miles northeast of Los Angeles.

And he claims to have cracked the secret of the
Ark of the Covenant, the device mentioned in the
Bible through which God talked to Moses.

Now, he and his 12-member congregation are
rebuilding the ark on a five-acre site the church
owns at Llano (population 900), using the revolu-
tionary science St. Pierre says he’s interpreted
from the scriptures.

In a 810 booklet he’s written to help pay the
$100,000 building cost, he talks of “proof” in the
book of Exodus that “God utilized science and
electronics . . . to speak with Moses through the

He adds: “For over 3,000 years, the record of
that fact has been recorded in the Bible, but no
bne understood it, or paid much attention to it.

“Most considered this record a fantasy, or a
mystery. Well, it is no such thing. It is a fact.”

en completed next year. St. Pierre says, his
~ reconstruction will be capable of generating 10
million volts of electricity, equal to several light-

According to George Grondin, a California com-

: uter engineer who's helping with the project al-
% ough he’s not a member of the church, “St.
S Pierre opens up the possibility of the existence of a
@ window to other dimensions in his astounding,
provocative, yet extraordinarily persuasive dis-

Already, the church has started to build a tent
— the equivalent of the “tabernacle” mentioned in
the Bible — that will be 50 feet long, 17 feet wide,

It will be charged with static electricity created
by friction from desert winds brushing over its

St. Pierre, who was a carpenter until he founded
his church in 1977, takes readers of his booklet
through an apparently logical explanation of bibli-
tal dimensions and other construction features.

He explains why the Bible required that “the
blood of each animal must be splashed on the base
of the altar” (to ensure it was well grounded), and
why burnt offerings were demanded (to create
positively charged smoke).

Why is the church doing this? “We want to re-
pstablish communication with God,” St. Pierre
$ays, “and we expect to do that if our science is
torrect.”



By EMILIE FRANK
H&N Special Writer

Has Bigfoot ever been seen
on the slopes of Mount Shasta?

A logger named Virgil
Larson claims he saw the
legendary creature in Sep-
tember 1976 when he was
employed by Columbia
Helicopter Co., which was
fogging on the mountain,

Larson says he saw a huge,
bad-smelling critter whose
pair started at its eyebrows
and went straight back over
its head. He said it wasn't a
man — not even human — and
claimed it “stunk like a half-
votten bear hide." The fight-
ing was south of Cascade
Gulch on the lower slopes.

Some say Bigfoot is a hoax,
but Larson doesn't think so.

Bigfoot sightings in
Northern California and Si-
skiyou County are fairly
common. Records show, for
example, that Mrs. J. Pomray
of Butte, Mont., saw in August
1956 what appeared to be 2
bear running across the
highway just north of Mount
Shasta City. But it was taking
giant strides on two legs, like
ahuman.

In 1962 a Bakersfield, Calif.,
man reporting seeing a heavy,
hair-covered creature 8 feet
tall, dirty silver in color with a
flat face and human-like
hands. He claimed he was
within 75 feet when the
creature slowly walked away,
arms hanging.

And how about this — from
John Green's ‘“‘Sasquatch
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Bigfoot

Sighting On Mount Shasta Claimed Five Years Ago

File” — about Bigfoot rescu-
ing a Mount Shasta climber.
The author failed to get the
man's name, but the person
claimed that while deer hunt-
ing on the mountain he fell off
a bluff and was badly hurt. A
9-foot “thing” shaped like a
man but reeking with the
musty odor of a game animal
carried him 2 miles to camp.
Later, the man found 1%-inch
long, whitish hairs on his
hunting coat.

Again, in the mid 1960s,
Henry Kierkoph, Woodland
Hills, Calif., reported that
several hunting friends saw
several sets of Bigfoot tracks.
In fact, as far back as 1886 the
Del Norte Record newspaper
reported sightings of a giant
creature near Happy Camp, a
remote hamlet on the
Klamath River in western
Siskiyou County. The paper
called the creature a “wild
man” 7 feet tall with a
bulldog head, long hair and
beard but hairless on “such
parts of its body as is common
with men.”

The name ‘‘Bigfoot”
emerged in the 1920s, a brain-
child of the press. At that time
Bigfoot referred only to
creatures in Northern
California, but later it spread
to Oregon and Washington.
Elsewhere the same creature
is known as Sasquatch, the
English version of such Indian
names as Soss q'atl, Sok-
questl, Sami sog qia'm,

Sasq'atl and others meaning
*‘wild man of the woods."”
The Hoopa Tribe of

Bigfoot Statue — This enormous wooden statue,

Klamath Indians called him
Oh-man-'ah, which was often
shortened to Omah, while
tribes in the Cascades called
him Seeahtiks.

Happy Camp is well known
as Bigfoot Country. That's
because of the many stories,
including one from 1952 when
a man was returning to Or-
leans from Happy Camp dur-
ing a heavy rainstorm on an
extremely crooked and dan-
gerous road. At a road detour
he was told to cross the river
on a little used dirt road
through an area called Bear
Valley. After driving about 20
miles he saw in his headlights
what he described as a shaggy
orangutan resembling a
human. Its wet hair looked
blue-grey. The creature
vanished behind a tree.

Thinking he was overly
tired and imagining things,
the man drove on. Suddenly
his car went into a violent
skid. As he brought the car
into control he glanced into
the rear view mirrow and saw
a savage face, or thought he
did.

He had to stop to remove a
fallen sapling that had fallen
across the road. Hands on the
tree, he was suddenly startled
by the thud of running feet and
then was face-to-face with
Bigfoot, who circled him and
then came close.

“The eyes,” he recalled
later, “were round and lumi-
nous. The hair on top of its low
round head was rather short.
Its eyeteeth were far longer
than a human’s, also the chest
and upper part of its torso was
almost bare of hair and kind of
leathery-looking. It had a
stooped, long-armed
posture.”

Paralyzed with fear, he
realized the monster was
playing a game — it would
stalk down the road, then
charge back. When it stalked,
the detoured motorist dashed
for his car. No sooner was he
inside when there was Bigfoot,
clawing at the window. He
gunned his car over the sap-
ling. The creature clung to the
back of the car, trumpeting
screams of rage, but after a
time dropped off.

Those who have tried to find
Bigfoot say the story has
credence. Bluff Creek, where
the meeting took place, is near
the boundary that separates
Humboldt and Del Norte coun-
ties, a magnificent region
slashed by the Klamath River
and some of its tributary
creeks. The forest floor is a
tanglewood of prickly vines
and shrubs and the
groundcover is so dense
humans rarely penetrate the
area.

Until 2 road was con-
structed from the mouth of
Bluff Creek into the moun-
tains, no one except Hoopa
Indians knew about Bigfoot.
The Hoopas, who had a reser-
vation nearby, chose to keep
information about the “wild
man"’ to themselves.

There are more stories, too.

In August 1967 almost 600
Bigfoot tracks were counted
just west of Bluff Creek. And it
was another time on Bluff
Creek Road that Ray Kerr and
Leslie Brezeale, driving in a
pickup truck one night,
claimed to have seen a huge,

¥

Shasta Sighting — The “X’’ marks the Bigfoot on Mount Shasta on a hot
area where a logger claims to have seen’

dark, hairy man-like figure.
Another man, working for a
road construction crew,
claimed to have seen Bigfoot
outside a shack. He quit the
job the next morning. Several
workers who stayed made
casts of the tracks. They
measured 15 inches long and
had strange double-bumps
where the ball of the foot
should have been. Which
brings us back to the slopes of
Mount Shasta.

In 1955, John Chamberlain,
a Yreka newspaperman,
found prints on the mountain
with the same, curious
double-bump. They also
measured 15 inches. Long
intrigued by the persistent
rumors of large footprints on
Shasta, Chamberlain led an
expedition. Hoping to find
evidence of the much
publicized Lemurians —
Bigfoot stories were not com-
mon then — the group found
and photographed large
footprints.

The prints show two knobby
impressions and the stride
measured 50 inches. They

September day in 1976.

guessed the creature’s weight
at 450 pounds. Tracks were
found near the 11,500 foot
elevation level for more than
1,500 feet.

More recently, in 1975, two
women searched from
Tulelake to Yreka for Bigfoot.
And in May 1976, Cherie
Darvell insisted she had been
abducted by a hairy, ape-like
creature in the woods near
Eureka.

The most active Bigfoot
searcher is Pete Byrne, The
Dalles, who has spent consid-
erable time and more than
$100,000 in his searches. He
wants to provide protection
for the Bigfoot breed, which
he believes is a harmless,
primitive man who should be
left alone. Bryne fears some-
one will track a Bigfoot, blow
its head off and take what's
left for commercial use.

Byrne said that if he can
establish that Bigfoot is real it
will be easy to obtain an
executive order protecting the
species.

“Because,” notes Byrne,
‘“‘obviously they arerare.”

Biolog

ist finds
‘dinosaur’ prints
in Congo jungle

CHICAGO — A University of Chi-
based on footprints he discovered in

still roam equatorial Africa.

Roy Mackal, who returned from a
four-week expedition, said he discov-
ered some footprints in the African
jungles that lead him to believe there
still are hving dinosaurs.

“1'm more convinced than ever,”

NEWS WORLD, New York, NY - Dec. 12, 1981

own eyes.’
Mackal, however, admitted the

tracks could have been made by a giant

lizard, which, he said, would be a
“pretty spectacular find” inany case.

cago biologist said Friday he believes,

the Congo, that dinosaur-like.creatures

Mackal said. "'l saw the tracks with my

dinosaurs, which includes the bronto-
saurus. e said the animal probably
weighs 30 to S0 tons.

The footprints were found near the
Likuoala River near the Congolese vil-
lage of Dzeke.

Mackal said natives of the area have
Jong believed in such a creature, call-
ing 1t mokele-mbembe. e said it likely
lives in the swamps adjacent to the
river.

“The tracks were 9or 10inches in
diameter,” said Mackal, whoalso
sought the Loch Ness monster for a
decade. " At first we thought it was an
elephant footprint, but the brush on all
sides of the trail was squashed and
flattened. No elephant does that

carved by Jim McClarin, is at the entrance to Willow
Creek, and is part of an attempt to capitalize on
Bigfoot having been reported in that area.

Mackal, who has been at the Univer-
sity of Chicago for 33 years, said the
creature he is seeking would be as
Jarge as a hippopotamus or a small ele-
phant, with a snake-like head and tail,
belonging to the family of saluropod

“It could have been a crocodile.
(But) the branches were broken 5,6
inches off the ground. No known
crocodile is that large”
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4 searchers fail
fo uncover Bigfoot

By STAN KAUFMAN
Staff Writer

If there is a Bigfoot roaming the
Fort Custer area, the evasive crea-
ture avoided detection by a four-man
expedition during the weekend.

Paul Rigney and his entourage
spent from late Friday night to after
dawn Saturday in sub-freezing
weather in the state recreation area
in Fort Custer hoping for an encoun-
ter with a Bigfoot that reportedly has
been seen there by several persons
over the past several months.

But the men did not see anything
that fit the descriptions of a 9-foot,
hairy creature, and they ran afoul of
state law in the process.

The entourage was equipped with
powerful lights, recorders and cam-
eras. But they also carried high-pow-
ered rifles, which are prohibited in
state lands in lower Michigan.

Bill Kosmider, the recreational
area supervisor, said he told the Big-
foot watchers they could stay if they
did not take their weapons into the
field. He said special permission
could be granted for the weapons, but
it was not in his jurisdiction to do so.

Rigney said that if his group could
not capture a Bigfoot alive, they
would shoot it.

‘““That is one way to put an end to
the controvery if Bigfoot is fact or
myth,” he sald. “This way we could
satisfy the skeptics.”

With Rigney were Mark Stephens,
a short-order cook, and twin brothers
Larry and Garry Schmalz, both la-
borers. All are from Grand Rapids.

Rigney, who headed the expedi-
tion, said he has hunted Bigfoot for
three years and has researched the
creature for eight years.

“No, 1 have never had the privi-
lege to encounter Bigfoot,” he said.

Rigney, a cable splicer for Michi-

gan Bell Telephone Co., said Satur-
day that his group found no indica-
tions that a Bigfoot inhabits the Fort
Custer area.

“‘We heard nothing and saw noth-
ing,” he said. ““We are disappointed,
but must remember that we were on
a cold track. The latest sighting was
about three weeks old.”

Kosmider is among the persons
who have reportedly seen a Bigfoot in
the recreation area.

Kosmider said he did not know
that the four men had weapons with
them on their nighttime vigil. When
he learned Saturday that they had
guns, he said he requested they leave
the guns in their vehicle or abandon
the expedition.

Rigney said he decided to call it

uits.

““We’ll be back if we hear of a new
sighting as soon as it happens,” Rig-
ney said Saturday.

The four men concentrated their
search in an area surrounded by the
Kalamazoo River to the west and by
swamps to the north and south of an
open field. The most recent sighting
was in that area.

About three weeks ago, Kevin
Barthel of Augusta reported spotting
a tall, hairy creature in the area that
fit the usual descriptions of Bigfoot.
He had been hunting with a bow from
atree stand near the river.

Besides Kosmider, others who
have seen what they have described
as a Bigfool are a Michigan State
Police trooper who was with Kos-
mider, a fisherman, an author and
two other persons.

So far, no photographs have been
taken or any evidence of footprints
have been found. The creature, a¢-
cording to reports, weighs an estj-
mated 800 pounds and has been seen
in areas where the ground is soft.

CR: D. Titler
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Louisiana man has
a special interest
in ‘Bigfoot’ sighting

By RICHARD ADAMS
SUN STAFF WRITER

What has four toes, eats no meat,
has hair over most of its body and
runs through the swamp near the
Pearl River with the speed of a deer?

According to the son of the late
Harlan A. Ford of Slidell, La., that
creature {s the monster of the Honey
Island Swamp.

Perry Ford sald that his father
first saw a hairy creature in the
Honey Island Swamp about 10 years
ago, and spent a good part of the rest
of his life trying to identify it.

The legend of the swamp recently
re-emerged after a truck driver
found large, four-toed footprints in a
gravel pit near the western portion
of the Honey Island Swamp.

The swamp runs along the Pearl
River in Louisiana, across the Mis-
sissippi state line and into Hancock
County, ending about a mile west of
Miss. 607.

A spokesman for the Pear] River
County Sheriff's Department said he
did not know the exact boundries of
the swamp on its northern and south-
ern ends, but said *'it just goes for
a long ways."

Authorities believe the imprints
found Friday are the work of
pranksters, but some people who saw
the most recent markings say they
are not sure the footprints are part
of a joke because the left-right pat-
tern of the steps was so accurate.

When Perry Ford heard that the
footprints, which measured 22-inches
long and 5% to 6-inches wide, had
four toes, he hesitated before telling
The Sun that the footprints found by

his father, who died in April 1980, also
had four toes.

‘“The tracks that daddy and his
partner from Houston found had four
toes, too. The Smithsonian Institute
checked them out and determined
that they were authentic,’ Ford said

in a telephone interview from 8lidell.

‘It interested me when you said
four toes. The tracks my daddy got
had four toes, three main toes and
one smaller side toe, but none of the
tracks came near measuring 22 in-
ches,” he said.

Ford said his father and a hunting
partner from Houston first sighted
the creature about 10 years ago while
on a hunting trip through the swamp.

‘“We had an old camp near the
swamp for about 20 years before the
government recently purchased the
land for a wildlife refuge,” the
younger Ford said.

“It was directly across from the
camp that daddy first saw the thing.
It weighed, they figured, about 300 to
400 pounds and was about 6 feet tall,"
he recounted.

*‘It was on all fours when they first
saw it, but it stood on two feet and
ran off with the speed of a deer,” he
added.

“I would say it was about 10 years
ago when daddy first saw it and there
have been about 18 different sight-
ings since in the upper Honey Island
Swamp...."

Ford said the Smithsonian in-
vestigation discounted the possibility
that the footprints could be those of
several orangutans that escaped
when a circus caravan crashed near
Old Highway 11 in the vicinity of the
swamp in the late 1960s.

““The Smithsonian definitely ruled
out that the tracks could belong to an
orangutan. They also never con-
sidered the tracks to be from
Bigfoot,' he said, referring to sight-
ings of large, hairy, human-like
creatures reported in other parts of
Mississippi and the United States.

The Investigators, Ford said, also
determined that the creature was
vegetarian and was hard of hearing.

P, Guttilla
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"BIG FOOT TRACKS?--Al Casner hoids
of the tracks he found which he hoped

e

r to one
would be

identified as belonging to that legendary wanderer of

the north woods.

Large footprints
toa;%y

HAPPY CAMP--13-inch foot-
prints in the mud at a remote
logging skid trail af first were a
point of humor for Al Casner.

But as. the prospector walked
away from the tracks, mumbling
semething about big feet, it sud-
denly struck him. Big Foot!

“Bear tracks is what first oc-
curred to me”, said Casner, after
he spotted the markings last Mon-
day, “‘but on one of them there was
what appears to be the clear
|mgrim of an inseam and heel”.

asner and his dog Hobo walked
back and ‘'staked out” the prints,
and he returned to town, at first
“not wanting anyone to know about
it*.

“I didn't want anyone thinking |
was nuts or something’, he now
says. But he couldn’t keep the find
bottled up for long, telling his
neighbors about the discovery.

Within 24 hours, Casner was
guiding College of the Siskiyous
Professor James Collins to the
sight, an Instructor in folklore and
legends at the Weed campus and a
man with some experience in work-
ing with plaster of Paris.

Along with Collins were students
Richard Turk and Ken Miles. They
drove up Elk Creek to the 3ul-
phur Springs campground, and
took a half-hour hike up the Lick
Creek drainage to the site of
Casner's discovery.

Casner had taken ‘exceptional
instamatic photographs of the
tracks, and it was, along with the
legend, enough to entice the visitors
to see the tracks in person.

“l was in Scouting for 14 years,
mostly as a Scoutmaster, and |

mystery? )

took SO-mile hikes each .
Casner, noting, 'but I've never

large human being walking in the
mud barefooted.

“If it were a person, he would
have to have very, very large feet’”,
said Collins.

Collins and Casner went ahead
and mixed and poured the plaster
of Paris into the impression and the
group made an extensive search of
the area with the hopes of finding
clearer priats,

Several additional tracks were
indeed found, but they did nothing
to clear up whether the imprints
that Casner found were bear, hu-
man or a Sasquatch-type character.

Because of the damp conditions,
the group decided to return to
Happy Camp and let Casner go
back and get the cast later in the
week.

“I'll get it over to the college”,
said Casner.

“It's okay”, said Collins, “you
can keep it",

Proof of Big Foot had eluded its
searchers once again.
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It was a httle past midmght as
I paddied my canoe across lake
Massawippi in the hills of south-

ern Quebec near the Vermont
border. The water was still quite
calm, but the increasingly loud
rumblings and flashes of light-
ning in the distance indicated that
a storm was closing in fast.

Every few minutes the moon
emerged from behind the clouds
to pour shimmering white light
over the waves. The effect was
eerie, almost otherworldly.

Taking my eyes off the yellow
porch lamp on the far shore
which was serving as my guide
beacon, | stopped paddling for a
moment to survey the might and
the lake, gloriously silent now
that the motor boats were all tied
o their docks.

Then I heard a splash . . . and a
hissing sound, like some creature

drawing breath. [ turned, and
what [ saw literally took away
my breath.

The moonlight glared from two
greenish eyes and from huge,
hideous, protruding fangs. Curv-
ing upward snakelike to twin
points, the head was a foot or so
out of the water, and it was defi-
nitely coming toward me, bob-
bing slightly up and down.

I admit I froze in panic, grip-
ping my paddle with both hands,
and in the next few seconds all
the stories [ had dismissed with a
wink and a chuckle came thun-
dering back into my mind.

An old man in a bar, shortly
after I settled by Lake Massawip-
pi, told me how he had once
hooked a large sturgeon, at least
six feet long, originally. After
playing the fish for two hours,
suddenly he was able to haul it in
without a struggle.

CR: G. Duplantier

The monster of Lake Massawippi

BY RONALD SUTHERLAND

Then he discovered that the
sturgeon had been bitten in half.

“Sliced clean right across in
one bite. Now what yuh figure
could do that?"" he asked, staring
into his beer and breaking a pick-
led egg in two to emphasize his
point.

A woman I know who types
university theses rented a house
up the lake one summer. Consci-
entious and hard-headed, Pau-
lette used to get up at 5 a.m. and
work on the front veranda of her
cotlage

One morning, just as she was
lining up a page in the machine, a
movement on the lake caught her
eye. She looked out to see, in her
own words, “a fin about a foot
and a half out of the water, tear-
ing across the lake at a terrific

speed, leaving a wake like an
ocean liner.”

The moon slipped behind the
clouds again, plunging me into
pitch darkness. The frightful hiss-
ing grew louder and quicker, and
I could actually feel hot breath on
my arms, but I still could not
force myself to paddle and at
least try to escape.

0Oddly enough, a few days earli-
er, my wife and I had gone out for
a midnight canoe ride and had
tipped the canoe. She can’t swim
but was wearing a life belt, so we
simply held on for an hour or so,
cheering each other as we kicked
our feet and stroked with one
arm, and eventually we managed
to propel the boat to shore.

My God, I thought, the breath
growing hotter on my frozen
arms, what if we had known that
there was really a monster in the
lake? How could we have kept
our presence of mind?

They’re in Loch Ness for sure.
Why not Massawippi? Plumb
lines, 1 had once heard, have
never reached the murky bottom
of some parts of the lake. Great
caves are down there, and quite
probably an underground channel
connecting with vast Lake Mem-
phramagog, which is shared by
Canada and the United States.

The creature might even be
American. The adjoining State of
Vermont is apparently full of
leaky nuclear plants, which can
cause horrible mutations, I'm
told — in other words, monsters.

Just this summer a panel of 200
scientists met in Shelburne, Vt.,
to study the photographs, sonar
readings and 144 sightings over
400 years (explorer Samuel de
Champlain saw a ‘‘large, snake-
like beast’ in 1608) of ‘‘Champ,”
the monster of Lake Champlain.

Dr. George Zug, chairman of the
Smithsonian Institute’s Depart-
ment of Vertebrate Zoology,
summed up the panel’s findings
by saying, “There’s at least a
population of large animals of
some kind.”

Serious scientists, they were;
200 of them.

That guy who disappeared two
years ago. They said that he was
having an affair with a young
thing and wanted to get away
from his unsympathetic wife.

They’ll no doubt say the same
thing about me when no trace of
my body can be found. The gos-
sips will have a field day for sure.
I knew my wife couldn’t swim.
Tried to get rid of her a few
nights earlier by tipping the ca-
noe, but it didn’t work.

So I faked a disappearance.
Always was a dubious character.
Oddball friends. Weird habits.
Too many kids. Obscure books.
Kept bees up on the hill.

A matter of seconds now. The
moonlight is spreading across the
lake again. The storm is veering
to the south. And as I stare trans-
fixed toward the head in the wa-
ter, resigned now to go to my fate
like a blubbering zombie, sudden-
ly the head barks at me.

A familiar bark. A familiar old
yellow mutt.

I'll never know why my dog
took a notion to swim out to the
canoe. He loves the water, and all
summer he has been trying to
catch water skiers. But in the
middle of the night with a storm
brewing?

And in a lake full of monsters?

Ronald Sutherland is the author of
the novel Snowlark. He teaches
comparative literature at L’Univer-
site de Sherbrooke.
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Bear facts could halt Bigfoot panic

L

BROCKWAY TOWNSHIP —
Cindy Barone thinks she fi-
nally has the Bigfoot mystery

figured out.
An animal track was found
last week about a r-mile

from her family’s farm at 7227
Jorden Road, and Barone said
she believes she knows what
kind of creature it came from.
She soon expects to prove that
a bear — not Bigfoot — has
been bothering family mem-
bers since late September.

the Barone farm every wee

or two after a barn door and
tent pole was damaged in Sep-
tember on the farm of their
neighbor, Leland

most famous visit was Nov.
20, when Barone’s 13-year-old
daughter, Tina, accidentally
touched the creature in the
family’s barn.

The incidents have attracted
nationwide attention and
searches of the area by Wayne
King, Caro, who heads the
Michigan-Canadian Bigfoot In-
formation Center.

Barone said she’s been

trying for months to find out
how a bear might have found
its. way to the township. She's
not revealing her sources now,
but she said she has learned
that a tame bear belonging to
a nearby resident escaped
from its owner two years ago.

Tina must have been able to
touch it because it was tame
and used to people, she said.

The bear was raised b
people since it was a cub. It
was declawed and was used to
train bear-tracking by its
owner, who lives about 10
miles from her farm. Barone
said she believes the owner
did not report the bear miss-
ing so he would not be liable
for any damage it caused.

The track was covered by
snow Tuesday, but it’s been
identified by someone who’s
seen a lot of bear tracks, she

said.

‘“The track shows that it
might be a pretty big bear —
about 300 to 400 pounds,” Bar-
one said. “I've it was
a bear all along, and I ho
this will finally prove it. We
have to get rid of this thing;
I've got a daughter who’s hav-
ing nightmares.”

Michigan Department of
Natural %m wildlife bi-

ologists. in Port Huron, Imiay

City and Caro all said it would

be nearly impossible for a

wild bear to migrate to the

Thumb. .

‘‘He’d have to come right
down I-75; that’s the only way
he could get into the Thumb,”
said Jerry Prone, a DNR con-
servation officer. “If there is
one, it must be one somebody
let loose. Maybe it was a pet
or a caged bear.”

Barone said she’s seen the bear
once since then, when it appeared
in the barn area about 5:30 p.m.
one night last week.

“It sort of sits near the barn
facing the house so it can look in
at us,” she said. “‘It’s done it be-
fore. I think it’s after our apples
or grain molasses.— our bags of
grain have been broken into. If it
goes into hibernation now and dis-
appears, then we’ll know for
sure.”

DNR biologists agree it would
be easy for a bear to support it~
self on garbage and food stored in
barns upon arriving in the
Thumb. But they think that if a
bear is in the area, it would have

been spotted.
Sheriff departments and con-

servation officers in Sanilac and
St. Clair counties have no record
of a bear escaping from anyone
near the Brockway area. DNR bi-
ologists said wild bears have been
found in recent years in Midland
County and just north of Bay City.

“You never say there can't be
any animal in an area, but it’s un-
likely,” said Clayton Douville,
DNR wildlife biologist for St.
Clair County. “You get a lot of
calls reporting bear sightings or
tracks, but it usually turns out to
be dogs.

“I don’t see how a bear couldn’t
be spotted. There was a lot of
hunters working that area re-
cently. And there isn’t that much

Howard Green, DNR wildlife bi-
ologist for Lapeer County said:
‘‘Bears are very visible. They
aren’t nocturnal, and they have
no natural enemies — so they
don’t try to hide. It isn’t very
likely one could be here without

it.

“But you never know. I was
working in Pontiac, and some-
body called and said.a mountain
lion was loose between Pontiac
and Milford. I didn’t believe it.
But I checked, and sure enough a
mountain lion was out there. It es-
caped from a traveling circus.”

19
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Bigfoot
buffs leery
of theory

By DAVE McVETY
Times Herald Reporter

The Bigfoot experts don’t buy it.

They don’t believe a bear, tame
or otherwise,.could be the cause
of the e disturbances at the
William and Cindy Barone farm
at 7227 Jorden Road, Brockway
Township.

Mrs. Barone announced
Tuesday that bear tracks were
found last week about a quarter-
mile from her farm and that she
hopes to prove the bear is what
family members have seen and
touched in recent months.

But people who've studied Big-
foot and talked to the Barones say
many signs exist that the creature
visiting the area isn’t a bear — or
else something in addition to a
bear visits the Barones and other
area farms.

Since September, the family has
reported several sightings of a
large creature. The most notable
incident was Nov. 20, when one of
the Barones’ daughters, 13-year-
old Tina, accidentally touched
somethirz&efurry in the barn.
Semec of first reports in Sep
tember were from neighbors of
the Barones; one neighbor, Le-
land Shephard, reported that
something had rip open a tent,
damaged two wooden barn doors
and pushed in a pig pen fence.

Whatever might be visiting the
area is usually described as walk-
ing on two legs and at least seven
feet high, with a 15-inch print.

The reports from Brockway

'ownship have attracted nation-
wide attention from people who
call themselves Bigfoot experts,
most saying they have been re-

i

searching Bigfoot sightings for
“There might a bear out there,”
Jon Beckjord, director of Project

Bigfoot in Seattle, Wash., said af-
ter a conversation with Mrs. Bar-
one Wednesday. ‘“‘But it didn’t do
all that. And I don’t think Mrs.
Barone thinks it’s a bear. .
‘‘What the Barones are doing
pow is common [n these things.
They're getting a lot of publicity,
and they want to give an

explanation.”

Mrs. Barone said she’s been
trying for months to find out how
a bear got into the Brockway
area; she said she learned re-
cently that a tame bear escaped
from a nearby resident two years.
ago. She said the bear was decl-
?:ed and was used to train. dogs

Law enforcement agencies in St. Clair and
Sanilac counties have no reports of an escaped
bear, but Mrs. Barone said the incident wasn’t
reported because the bear’s owner didn’t want
to be held nsible for any damage.

“To me, a could do all that,” Mrs. Bar-
one said Wednesday. ‘“And there’s definitely a
bear out there.... If there’s anything else, I'll
only be sure when I get to see it.”

Mrs. Barone said her husband found a 15-inch
print outside their barn, but the track wasn’t
examined by a professional biologist or a Big-
foot expert. Mrs. Barone said recently that
whatever has been visiting since Se?tember
has returned every week or two — including a
visit last week.

Ron Westrum, an associate professor of soci-
ology at Eastern Michigan University, also
talked to the Barones Wednesday and believes
they’ve seen something besides a bear. West-
Tum has researched reports of Bigfoot and. un-
identified flying objects sightings.

“I think they don’t believe it’s a bear doing
all that,”” he said. “But with all the publicity,
they’ve got to try to explain it with something
that is real. A bear is something everyone
kr.ows about.”

W}}’y don’t the Bigfoot people think it's a
bear?

Westrum, for one, became convinced after
talking with David Barone, the 18-year-old
nephew of William and Cindy Barone. David
saw the creature outside of the Barones’ barn
and fired a gun into the air to chase it away.

*] was very impressed with the sincerity of
these people,” Westrum said. “There isn’t any
question they’ve seen something unusual. And
from tt?:ﬁ description, I'd have to pick a

uatch.

“Everything from the description — the
1 of arms, the there wasn’t a
neck, the walking on two legs — points to a
Sasquatch. He said there was something wrong
about it; it didn’t fit anything he had seen be-
fore. And I think he was describing what he
was seeing, not what he was supposed to see.

‘‘He also said for some reason he didn’t want
to shoot it. I think that’s because ... they look
like human beings."”

Wayne King, director of the Micha%g:-‘;ﬂam-'
dian Bigfoot Information Center in , has

rsomﬁly investigated the area around the

arone farm, and he doesn’t believe a bear
could be responsible for the disturbances.

“I believe the Barones have been dissatisfied
with the way we operate and haven’t told me
everything,” he said. ‘“There’s something
strange going on with what they’re saying;
they keep contradicting themselves. But I don’t
believe it’s a hoax or anything like that.”

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, Little Rock, AR - Jan. 13, 1982

Expert says comets

‘seeded’ the Earth

The Associated Press

TOLEDO, Ohio - An astro-
physicist says there is growing
acceptance of the theory that
comets ‘“seeded” a barren
Earth billions of years ago
with the ingredients for life.

Dr. Armand Delsemme, a
professor at the University of
Toledo, said that during a
meeting last week in Mountain
View, Calif., a consensus of sci-
entists agreed that the theory
is growing as more is learned
about the “rich” chemistry in
outer space.

He said the meeting at the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration’s Ames
Research Laboratory argued
only about how — not whether
— the “seeding" took place.

“Essentially, the elements
in our bodies are 99.9 percent
of the group including hydro-
gen, carbon, nitrogen and oxy-
gen,” Delsemme said in an in-
terview Monday. “The same el-
ements are found in the sea,
but they are not found in the
interior of the Earth.”

“The question is, how did
these elements get to Earth.
where they clearly are in
abundance? Where did the
ocean itself come from?
Through research in astron-
omy, we have found that all
these same elements ... exist in
outer space, and that with
these fundamental elements
we have the building blocks of
life itself.”

He said astrophysicists have
detected 52 interstellar molec-
ules of organic compounds in
space.

“In addition, we found that
therc are huge concentrations
of water in space. In addition,
we feund what could be called
2 precursors of life, the com-
pounds formaldehyde and hy-
drogen cyanide.

“Starting with only these 3
molecules, we can make all the
amino acids. which are the

basic stones with which life 1s
built,” Delsemme said.

The key link missing in the
chain, he said, is linking the
molecules to the development
of life on Earth and, perhaps,
on other planets.

Also being sought, Del-
semme said, are methods to
detect whether amino acids
themselves exist in space. “We
have found evidence of the
lightest of these, glycine, and it
is very likely we will find oth-
ers once we can identify them
with radio-telescopes,” he
said.

Delsemme said that as the
Earth was developing it was
periodically ‘“‘swept” by
comets’ tails, which left cosmic
dust that he believes carried
the elements basic to life.

Delsemme and other scien-
tists speculate that the dust ac-
counts for the Earth's crust,
which is rich in nitrogen, hy-
drogen and other elements es-
sential to agriculture.

‘“This gradual process
would have been accom-
plished by 100 billion comets
in a vast cloud surrounding
our solar system,” Delsemme
said.

The Earth's oceans are
probably the result of melting
the cosmic dust, which in-
cluded large amounts of space
“frost,” he said.

“If you consider the Earth
has existed for more than 4 bil-
lion years, and life has been in
existence on Earth for only a
half-billion years, you sce the
development of life happened
rather quickly,” Delsemme
said.

“Something almost auto-
matic happened. but so far we
don’t know cxactly how. ... But
I believe within the next 20
vears .. we will know how it
happened because of the ad-
vancements being made in the
biological sciences and astron-
omy."

P. Guttilla
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Linus awaits Great Pumpkin;
Bigfoot watchers await proof

- DAVE McVETY
b4 es Herald Reporter

-—

~ BROCKWAY TOWNSHIP —

© Just exactly what Bigfoot might
. be — if it exists — brings out
o some intetesting theories.

Wayne King, director of the

Michigan-Canadian Bigfoot Infor-
! mation Center, Caro, believes
& Bigfoot — or Sasquatch, or Yeti —

is a species of ape. But Jon Beck-
= jord, director of Project Bigfoot in

ttle, Wash., believes the crea-
ture is something much more
T mind-boggling.

These differences create a lot of
£ hostility amang groups of Bigfoot
believers, and the experts are

ick to discredit others’ opinions.

they all seem to agree that a
Bigfoot is bothering the William
Barone family in the Brockway
area.

“It's not something like an ape
— there’s more to it than that,”
Beckjord said. “If it was just an
ape, it would be dead somewhere
and we'd see it by now in a mu-
seurn. I think we’re dealing with a
life form man doesn’t know about.

“These creatures seéem to have
extra or maybe supernatural pow-
ers; they don’t seem to die. If you
fire a gun at one they get
wounded, but they never die. So
what you should do is try to get
pictures.”

uron
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'These creatures seem to have
extra or maybe supernatural pow-
ers; they don't seem to die. If you
fire a gun at one they get
wounded, but they never die.’

— Jon Beckjord,

Project Bigfoot director

There's also a strange, unknown
connection between Bigfoots and
UFOs, Beckjord said.

““We really don't know what the
connection is,’”’ he said. ‘‘But
they're often seen together. Some
people sa¥ they’'ve seen them
come off lang saucers, but I
don’t know about that.

“Maybe Bigfoot does come off
them and acts as a scout, or
maybe they have some ability to
attract UFOs. Anyway, it seems
to be very friendly.” .

If that theory is true, something
to consider is the UFO sightings
in the skies over the Blue Water
Area — and Brockway Township
— less than two weeks before the
first Bigfoot sighting was reported
at the Leland Shepard farm. Sev-
eral area residents reported
seeing a cloud-like formation with
four visible lights over St. Clair

ul

and Lapeér counties during

mber.
kjord said the Bigfoots have
avoided capture for so long be-
cause they might be able to dis-
appear and reappear. He also
said they might have the ability to
make their tracks disappear.

Beckjord said they may have
the ability to detect the emotions
of people approaching them, and
for that reason it’s usually chil-
dren who see or come into contact
with the creatures. If sonieone
with hostile intentions approaches
one, it runs, he said.

But Wayne King and other Big-
foot people thilr(:;n%he creature has
more eartlﬂ{eroots. King has said
it is a mem roft.hea&efandly
and has just enough intelligence
to escage detection from humans.
He said a strange smeéll noticed
by Barone family members is a

glandular excrefion that some ape
species release when they are cor-
nered or nervous.

King’s goal is to shoot a Bigfoot
to prove its existence. He said
laws then could be established to
protect the creature.

But someone else; Kenneth
Wylie, who has studied and even
written a book called ‘‘Bigfoot,”
has a different theory. Wylie, who
lives in Sutton’s Bay on Mich-
igan’s Leelanau Peninsula, be-
lieves Bigfoot is — more than
anything else — a product of

thinking.

“I admit my book was skepti-
cal, but I tried to leave open a
door of doubt about it,"”” Wylie
said. “‘Societies through the ages
have had imaginary creatures
that are sort of m¥'t.hs. After a lot
of talk, somebody finally sees one.

“These people who believe in
Bigfoot are sort of a cult. If you
try to challenge them, they get
real defensive. They believe if
the kee&) looking, they’ll finally

one.

He was asked: Sort of like
Linus, the Peanuts cartoon char-
acter, vgaitlng for the Great

‘“Yes, exactly,” he said. “Linus 20
réall{htl)elleves in the Great
Pumpkin, and he’s going to wait
in that pumpkin patch until he
sees him.”



