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Eagle Creek’s UFO’s

source of summer fun

By Rick Beasley

UFO DEPARTMENT—"“You want to come out and watch

some UFOs in Eagle Creek?"

That’s hardly the kind of invitation a reporter can turn
down, even at the end of a 14-hour paste-up and writing
stint. Besides, | hadn't seen any UFOs since somebody
out at the drop zone filled a gallon jug with maraschino
cherries, lemons, crushed ice and three different elixirs
that made everybody look like an allen straight off the

Intergalactic shuttle.

| arrived at the Eagle Creek apartment Kim and Victor
Greenwood share last Tuesday at about 11:30 p.m. It was
obviously a good night for UFO watching. The Green-
woods have a houseful of kids in Apt. 3C, It was warm
outside and Johnny Carson isn't what he used to be.

Might as well watch flying saucers.

When | took this job the publisher briefed me on what

he calls The Eagle Creek Triangle.

“Ron Mcintyre took a bead on a glowing white ball with
his shotgun,” he said of Estacada's former school super-
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Two local
UFO’s sighted

MANISTIQUE — E.T. and his friends
paid visits to the Manistique and Garden
areas Wednesday night. Two UEQ's
were sighted in different locations at
9:45and 10,45 p.m., Wednesday.

The first sightings were reported to
officers by four employees of WTIQ.
They described two objects, the first a
brownish-red color that passed through
the sky maments before a second object
bright white and showing blue, red and
green.

State Police officers Dave McGuire
and Michael Sweeney also saw the
objects. The objects were reported trav-
eling one above the other in a westerly
direction. At that time, both obiecxs

y.

“It was a round shape, like
a hot air balloon and the
color of fire.”

“lI thought it could have
been a hot air balloonist
who just didn't get down
before dark.”

“It hovered like a balloon,
but then moved swiftly in a
horizontal path and came to
an abrupt stop again.”

“It seemed to sort of
nlible around as it hover-

“We saw a plain approach-
ing the thing and wondered
what would happen, since it
looked like it would pass it
very closely. As the plane
got near, the fire color
dimmed, glowed again,
dimmed and then went
out.”

were a dull color and traveled silent|

At 10:45 p.m., the State Police re-
ceived a call from Fr. Norbert
Landreville that a
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intendent. “Actually tried to blast it, and it just took off.”

I'm surprised Mcintyre wasn't vaporized on the spot by
some bug-eyed space visitor who was sore about the job a
12-gauge does on a flying saucer's tail fenders.

The Greenwoods: said that a guy in 3B had also
witnessed the bouncing red and blue lights that skittered
across the Eagle Creek horizon, and that when one of the
UFOs approached everybody's TV went on the fritz at the
same time.

Leaning back against an old Ford pickup, | felt the warm
summer night's breeze wash across my face. |f nothing
else, the UFO beat is certainly one of the most relaxing...

Garden were watching the objects.
rted the sightings to K.I
Sawyer Air Force Base and the UFO
Center in Seattle, Wash.

roup of people in

“If it was a balloon, it
would have gone down
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UFO Sighted in
And Near Ennis

By Elmer Fincher
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Another UFQO?

Stella Cliff, 1641 E. TR 138, told sheriff’s deputies
she saw an unidentified flying object Tuesday at
about 8 p.m.

Cliff said she was outside feeding her dog when a

”

around 1 a.m. when returning to
Ennis. The object was flying so
low it had to gain altitude to
clear a water tower he said.

At 5:30 a man in the
Creechville area saw the object.
He said the object flew directly
overhead and the lights were so
bright coming from the object
that it cast a shadow directly
under large oak trees in his
yard.

All four witnesses said the ob-
ject was large and seemed to
have a flare effect coming from
it. Also the object did not make
a sound or noise of any kind.

EDN Staffer

According to reports reaching
the Ennis Daily News at
presstime today as many as
four people saw an unidentified
flying object last night they
believe was a UFO. X

A couple near Alma made the
first sighting. They described
the object to be as large as a
house surrounded by a ring of
white lights with alternate red
flashing lights. At that time
around 10:30 the object was fly-
ing at housetop level. One of the
couple saw the object again

she saw a “strange object in the sky, just south of
residence.

Sheriff’s reports said “it appeared to be an arc or
boomerang shape, slightly hazed over. It was cloud
level, stationary and not moving. Suddenly, the
lightness of it got very intense.

‘“Mrs. Cliff at this time could not tell if it was mov-
ing toward her or from her. It was at the location for
about two-three minutes. Then it just vanished im-
mediately.”

Lights spotted in sky

WORLD, Wenatchee, WA - Sept., 28, 1982
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Two redish-orange lights
hovered in the sky for about
five minutes east of
Wenatchee early Saturday
morning, reported Warren
Bissonnette, 834 Kittitas St.

Bissonnette, 24, said his
mother, Louella, woke him
up to see the unexplained
spectacle about 2:45 a.m.
They also stopped a passer-
by on the sidewalk who saw
the lights, too.

Jim Hokanson, air traffic
control specialist at Pan-
gborn Field, said the Feder-
al Aviation Administration
office there received no re-
ports of the sighting.
Neither did the UFO Report-
ing Center at Seattle.

Hokanson said the lights

could have been from one or
more airplanes or heli-
copters passing over with
lights on. He said: ‘‘Every
once in a while we get a
report like that but we never
find out what they are.”

Bissonnette said the lights
seemed to pulsate and were
about three times brighter
than a star. One was sta-
tionary and one moved first
horizonally, then downward
out of sight. The other then
disappeared in the distance.

‘‘“They weren't like
flares," he said.

From Wenatchee, he said,
they appeared to be just
north of Pangborn Field. He
said no noise could be heard.

160

when the fire went out and
I haven't heard about one
going down in that area.”

“When we got home, I
realized our camera had
been in the car the whole
time. I just never thought
about it at the time.”

This sighting was reported
by six people, all mature,
responsible adults.

They were in two vehicles
headed in opposite direct-
ions on School Street, near
St. Joseph's building site
Tuesday, September 7 at
9:45 p.m. Some thought it
was hovering over the tall
cedar trees along the road,
while others thought it was
a greater distance away,
perhaps as far as Cecil
McClimon's farm. All ag-

reed the height and distan-
ce were hard to judge.

None of these people are
looking for publicity and
did not want their names
mentioned. They have
never seen anything they
thought might have been
an U.F.O. before, and have
never believed in them.
Yet, as one defended their
report, “I don't know what
it was, but we were looking
at something. There were
six of us, we stopped our
cars, got out and watched
it. There was something up
there.”

Where were you at 9:45,
September 7? Did you see
it?

DAILY BEE, Sandpoint, ID - Oet. 21, 1982

‘Impressive’ UFO spotted
by family on Sunnyside

It was flying, and it was
certainly an object, but that
is about as far as Chip Roos
can go in identifying what he
saw in Tuesday's night sky.

Roos was at his Sunnyside
home at about 7:53 p.m.
when he and his wife and 11-
and 13-year-old children saw
gnt"impresnive" flying ob-
ject.

Roos said the family was
outside when they watched a
pair of white lights followed
by a red light and two green
lights in a triangular pattern
speed out of the range of vi-
sion.

Roos said the lights were
headed due east and up-at

about a angle. The
object about 10 miles
in 4 seconds before it

receeded into the distance.

Com ing the mystery
is the fact that Roos and his
family could see background
stars between the lights,
meaning they possibly
weren’t connected, and that
despite the terrific speed,
the (lying object was
soundless.

Roos, who is a Bonner
County Sheriff’s deputy and
has seen a lot of strange
things at night, said the ob-
’mt was unlike anything he

seen.

“I don't want to open
myself up to ridicule more
than the next,” he said. *I'd
love to'say it was just a this
or a that, but it wasn’t.”

Using a protractor and a
compass, Roos calculated
the speed required for an ob-

ject to cross 10 miles in 40
seconds at a 60 degree angle
and came up with a con-
servative estimate of 1,959
miles per hour.

The. lights when first
sighted ‘‘were huge and they
dwindled to nothing,”” Roas
said. “It's a strange gadget.
I was impressed.”

Roos added that he is in-
terested in hearing from any
other Bonuner County
residents who might have
sighted the UFO.

‘“My whgle job and
everything | do depends on
logic, and there's not a whole
lot of logic you can apply to
that,” the deputy said.

“I really didn’t need to sea
that,” he added. I could
have gone all week without
seeing that.”
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An unexplained object in the sky

By RALPH FLOWERS
Dally World Columnist

I AST Friday night was clear, crisp and starry. the kind of night
that holds you in awe, especially if you happen to be observing
the heavens from a quiet vantage point miles out in the hills.

1 was in such a situation on that particular night, accompanying
Kelly Lund, game agent, on a late-night deer count in the Satsop
River drainage.

Around 10 p.m. r
we stopped on a log- ..

ging landing and were . 3
out of the truck, K o
watching some head- eeplnb
lights on a distant Ah d ¥ .
ridge, trying to deter- 68 it
mine if they belonged t
to poachers f h K

As we stood in o € " /

Game ¢

bright, pulsating star :
about 30 degrees up
from the horizon. Kelly produced his binoculars and verified that
indeed it was pulsating with a bluish-green light and that it wasn't a
star.

When we drove off several minutes later, It was still hanging at

the darkness, I no-
the same spot in the sky. A half-hour later. from a different road, we

ticed what appeared
to be a particularly
observed it again, still in the same spot and still pulsating.

WHAT WAS IT? I don't know. But if I had to choose between the
existence of UFO’'s and Sasquatches, I undoubtedly would decide in
favor of the UFO’s. That doesn't mean that I believe in the existence
of extra-terrestrial alien spaceships (sorry, E.T.), it simply means
that I have seen some flying objects that [ couldn't identify.

However, that object in the sky Friday night did jog my memory

to an unexplained encounter I experienced one dark, ralny April
morning in 1968,

It was 8:20 in the morning, according to my diary, and I was
near the end of a muddy logging road. on a ridge between the east
fork and the middle fork of the Hoquiam River. Suddenly, far off in
the direction of the east fork and well above the horizon, | saw a dark
object that I couldn’t identify with the naked eye, hovering in the
gray, rainy sky.

Quickly focusing my binoculars, I was surprised to see that it
was some sort of a round object with a protuberance on one side,
shaped very much like a Christmas tree ball. It was moving through
the air at appcroximately 40 mph, rotating as it came. and losing
altitude.

I lowered my binoculars as it dropped below the tree line and
moved up the canyon that lay below the ridge 1 was on. As it passed
within 600 yards of me, I tried to determine the size through the dark,
driving rain and guessed its dlameter at less than four feet.

JUST WHEN 1 thought it was going o crash in the timber at the
edge of the clearout, it unexpectedly changed direction, made a left
turn, and headed in my direction up a side canyon about 1,000 feet
from me.

It appeared to be gaining speed as it dropped below a ridge that
lay between us and disappeared from sight. Since it was well below
the main ridgeline when [ last saw it, I assumed that it had crashed
into the thicket of 15-year-old dog-hair hemlocks that grew in the
draw.

Hurrying down a side road. | gazed wide-eyed into the draw,
expecting to see the object, but to my surprise it was nowhere in
sight.

I searched the thicket for two hours, hoping to find the thing and
solve the mystery. I found nothing. The object had disappeared as
silently and mysteriously as it had come.

Yes, Virginia. there are UFOs. I have seen one. While to me it
was unidentifiabie, flying, and definitely an object, to someone more
learned it may have been readily recognized as a weather balloon.

I'm glad [ can't explain it; it's fun to leave something to the
imagination.
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‘No one pays attention’
to UFO reports any more

By Dennis Byrne
Chicago Sun-Times

CHICAGO — Just because you don'’t see fre-
quent reports in the media any more of unidenti-
fied flying objects, don't get the idea they are not
being spotted.

“We get several a week but no one pays any
attention,” says J. Allen Hynek, director of the
Center for UFO Studies in north suburban
Evanston. “It’s not considered newsworthy any
more, unless it involves some prominent person.
People say, ‘So, what else is new?"”

Despite the skepticism and lack of interest,
reports keep flowing into the center. Recent
reports generally are of higher quality, and
two-thirds involve witnesses, said Hynek, pro-
fessor emeritus of astronomy at Northwestern
University. “Fewer and fewer people are being
fooled by the Goodyear blimp,” he said last
week.

“Just this morning, we had a report of two
deer hunters in the wilds of upper Michigan.
There was a completely overcast sky and this
light came along. They flashed their flashlight
at it and it (the light) answered back. It made
maneuvers that were obviously guided by intel-
ligence. They were so utterly scared, they aban-
doned the camp.”

From isolated areas

“Good” UFO reports tend to be from isolated
rural areas. “For some reason, many, many of
our reports come from people driving late at
night and usually with witnesses.”

And no, he hasn’t found any increase in sight-
ings on Halloween. Nor on April Fool's Day,
holidays or even on weekends, when people are
partying and might be expected to be somewhat
more imaginative in what they see. In fact, he
said, most sightings occur on weekdays.

Most sightings are “close encounters of the
first kind,” those that occur within a few hun-
dred feet of the observer. Generally, the objects
are tremendous concentrations of luminous en-
ergy, having a form that cannot be clearly de-

fined and that maneuver as though they are
“programmed.”

He said he doesn’t believe UFOs are visi-
tors from some distant solar system because the
huge distances involved make such a trip un-
likely. “The only honest thing I can say is that
we just don’t have any idea, any more than the
best physicist in the early 1900s could have told
us why the sun shines. The sur is a nuclear
energy device,” he pointed out.

Claims unfair treatment

“You would think the scientific world-would
be agog” at inexplicable phenomena, he-said. He
is particularly nettled by the refusal in some
quarters to treat his efforts as serious scientific
inquiry.

An example is the unfair treatment he said he
received at the hands of Nova, a public televi-
sion science series. In preparation for a program

- that appeared last month on UFOs, “they came
here and taped for two days. I presented cases to
them I couldn’t explain. But they didn’t mention
those on the program,” he said. Instead, they
concentrated on cases that could be easily dis-
missed.

“It was a most biased presentation. ... It gave
the impression that anyone who has spent time
investigating (UF'Os) wasn'’t playing with a full
deck of cards.”

It hasn’t been'easy for Hynek to-finance the
center, which he runs from his home. He's tried
various foundations for grants, he said, “but
the subject has been ridiculed so much because
of these idiots, these nuts who say they have
been to Venus on a flying saucer. It comple-
tely discredits any serious scientific efforts.”

But he encouraged those who want. reliable
scientific information on UF0s or to file reports
on sightings to contact the center at post office
box 1402, Evanston, Ill. 60204.

It’s ironic, he said, that the center is better
known internationally than locally. “We get let-
ters in all different languages, and one of our
problems simply is getting them translated,” he

said.



By K.B. Day

e all have our “big fish" or “can
you top this” stories that we
haul cut at family reunions or

parties. But Bill Herrmann's most spec-
tacular experience probably beats
anything you've ever told — or heard —
before.

Herrmann's tale involves two trips
aboard a UFO with aliens called Re-
ticulians.

At 26, Herrmann wasn't any
more interested in extra-terrestrial ob-
jects or beings than anyone else. He took
the accepted view that UFO sightings
could be given logical explanations.

But then, on several occasions in 1978,
the young auto mechanic noticed a gleam-
ing, disk-shaped object maneuvering in
triangular patterns in the sky near his
North Charleston home.

Those sightings were to change his life
profoundly.

He writes of his experiences in the book
UFO. . .contact from Reticulum. There
he describes the craft he saw as capable
of changing color “like an adjustable light
dimmer. It looked metallic and was an
orangeish and silver intermixed. An ex-
tended dome was in the center of the disk
on top, and I did not see any windows or
portholes of any kind. There was no noise.”

At first he believed he was observing
some type of secret military weapon. But,
on March 18, 1978, his theory was shat-
tered.

Herrmann was relaxing in his living
room with his wife, Patti, and a friend. He
glanced out the window and happened to
notice the strange object again. The thing
was blipping around in the sky over the
Ashley River. He hurried outside to get a
closer look.

After watching the craft for awhile,
Herrman realized the UFO suddenly ap-
peared very close, “only about 10 to 15 feet
away.

“I was aware of a blue haze of light that
appeared to be extending from the bottom
of the disk,” Herrmann recalls. Then he
noticed a humming that seemed to be
coming from below his feet.

“The next thing I remember is lying on
a table or bed that was about 7 feet
long. I recall waking up from what seemed
like a very long sleep....The room re-

sembled a hospital room, very clean, very
orderly.”

He was not alone.

He could see “three Oriental-looking
individuals about 4% to 5 feet tall, dressed
in red overall-looking, uniform-looking
jumpsuits.”

The aliens “looked very pale and sort
of soft skinned with a sponge look about
them. Their dark brown eyes were very
distinct.” They had bulging heads with
small mouths and almost no jaw. Their
eyelid had no eyelashes and their eyes no
pupils.

Two hours after leaving his living
room, Iferrmann was found wandering
near Summerville, about 15 miles from his
home. He was hysterical, and sympathetic
travelers called a deputy who took a quick
look and then dismissed the situation.

Herrmann's family picked him up and
took him home.

But that wasn’t the end of Herrmann's
close encounter of the third kind. He says
he was abducted again by Reticulians in
May 1979.

The 400-page book he subsequently co-
authored describes those experiences in
great detail and offers photographs of the
exterior of the UFO. There are also draw-
ings of the Reticulians and the spaceship’s
interior.

Of course, many were not willing to
accept Herrmann's story. He says, “As for
what I personally had to undergo in the
aftermath of my experience: four sessions
of clinical regressive hypnosis, where
each session was taped and tested using
PSE, psychological stress evaluation
techniques.”

Evaluators concluded Herrmann
“seems to be telling the truth as he knows
it.” The PSE, in which truth is measured
by recording stress levels in a person’s
voice, was administered by a co-inventor,
C.R. McQuiston. Herrmann was hyp-
notised by Dr. James Harder, a professor
of engineering at the University of
California at Berkeley who is also a UFO
investigator.

Herrmann says he also agreed to “one
extensive Multifaceted Psychological Pro-
file Test session and exam by two Colum-
bia Presbyterian Hospital doctors” from
New York City. They reported Herrmann
as a “subject sane and in control of stable
mental and emotional balances.”
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Herrmann's strange encounter landed
his story in Omni, a science fiction
magazine, and on the BBC in an interview
with a free-lance journalist. His story was
also included in a Japanese network
television special. Plus he had the op-
portunity to meet Gene Roddenberry,
creator of the Star Trek TV series.

What Herrmann says he saw during his
abductions cannot be verified; he is the
only witness. But other people did report
seeing objects similar to his description in
the same areas at about the same times
he sighted the craft.

They are not alone. Between 13 and 15
million people make UFO reports each
year. It would be wise to hope you never
get the opportunity. If you do, there is
no set course of action for reporting sight-
ings.

The military won't listen. Neither will
most scientists or educators, unless you
bring hard evidence. And Frank Webb, a
supervisor with the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, says, “The Air Traffic Con-
trol Agency is not the place to call.”

You could call your local sheriff about
anything that endangers your life, but if
it'’s a UFO report, he may not take you
seriously. Not on the first call, anyway.

Telling your family and friends may
earn you referrals to a good psychiatrist.

Herrmann, however, has not become
embittered. His experience, which lead to
his becoming the only South Carolinian
UFO investigator with first-hand involve-
ment, has put him in touch with other
South Carolinians who have reported
UFOs.

“I've been involved in a number of
sightings in South Carolina,” says Her-
rmann, who recalls a sighting by Jerry
McAlister in Anderson that was one of the
most spectacular.

In September 1980, McAlister was
awakened by a disk-shaped object hum-
ming above his yard. He described it as 70
feet long, two stories high and covered
with windows and lights. In addition to
being interviewed by the Associated Press,
McAlister and his family appeared on the
television show That's Incredible.

McAlister wasn't the only person to
witness the strange object. Neighbors also
saw it, as well as four Anderson County
deputies. Afterwards geiger counter read-
ings reflected more than ordinary radia-

tion in the area.

Another incident Herrmann relates oc-
curred in Orangeburg around the end of
1978. “A farmer saw strange lights over
his place. He ran inside, got his shotgun
and fired it. But the lights started follow-
ing him and his wife. So they got out of
there.

“The next day he came back to find two
of his hogs dead. One’s throat was slit, and
one was just standing on its feet, dead. His
skin felt like jelly. Investigators said the
hogs died of natural causes.”

With a grim chuckle Herrmann recalls,
“Off the record there’s a lot of listening,
but not on the record.” He says the govern-
ment is secretive about UFOs, and, like
many others who investigate such inci-
dents, Herrmann suggests there’s a “cos-
mic Watergate going on.”

John Safko, astronomy professor at the
University of South Carolina, doesn’t think
so. When asked about government cov-
er-ups, Safko quips, “Who can keep a
secret in Washington?”

As a member of the scientific com-
munity, Safko believes “Scientists can't
win in messing around with UFOs. People
who believe won't take the scientific
method. They’ll say, ‘here’s a case’ and
then ‘here’s another case’ and sooner or
later you'll come to one where you don't
have enough evidence, and you can't ex-
plainit. Then,” he laughs, “they’ll say, ‘See!
That proves my point!" "

The scientific approach requires the
burden of proof be on the shoulders of UFO
believers. Safko recalls a favorite quote
from Pogo on the subject of extrater-
restrials. “If the Martians take over the
Earth, it'll serve them right.”

Yet the professor doesn’t deride sight-
ings in the closed-minded fashion of many
of his colleagues. He pinpoints the pro-
blem, in part, as one of communication.
“There’s a big difference,” Safko explains,
“between the event and your perception of
the event. It's colored by your interpreta-
tion."

The educator says the failure to pro-
duce hard evidence is a significant
shortcoming among UFO believers. “The
problem is that science doesn’t have any
UFOs to study. All it has are UFO reports.”

(continued on page A)
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George D. Fawcett, of Lincolnton, N.C.,
has studied UFO reports for the past 38
years. Fawcett teaches one of the only
accredited courses in ufology, the study of
UFOs. He says the course is very popular
at the Lincolnton campus of Gaston Col-
lege, where he is in his fourth year of
teaching.

Fawcetl sees two extremes when the
subject of UFOs arise. “There's a foolish
faith, where every light in the sky is called
a UFO. And there’s blind doubt, where a
person’'s mind 1s already made up not to
believe.”

Fawcett says that South Carolina needs
a better reporting system. He says, “Re-
cently the Supreme Court upheld a ruling
that UFOs are a threat to our national
security.”

This directly contradicts findings by
the Denver-based Condon Committee.
After studying UFO reports, this commit-
tee determined that such phenomena are
not a threat to national security. “But even
President Nixon,” Fawcett cracks, “ac-
cused Mr. Condon as being the weakest link
in our national security.”

Fawecett says he receives letfers about
unidentified flying objects from all over
the world, even from places like Russia
and Red China. “Reports average about
150 a day worldwide,” he says.

Fawcett says sightings are mostly noc-
turnal, with about 35 percent of them
occurring during the daytime. He says that
about 3 percent are hoaxes, such as the
famous Orson Welles’ Halloween broad-
cast which caused many people to believe
a Martian attack was in progress.

When asked if a lot of the people who
make reports to him sound like they're

intoxicated, Fawcett says with a laugh,
“Most people drink after seeing a UFO.
Not before.”

Public awareness of objects from outer
space got a resounding beginning in the
late 40s. A reputable civilian named Ken-
neth Arnold saw nine disk-shaped objects
above a mountain range in Washington
State

He described them as “flying like a
saucer would if you skipped it across the
water.” Newspapers capitalized on the
phenomenon by reporting Arnold's story
widely, hence, “flying saucers.”

“Unidentified flying object” was coined
by the military. Technically, UFOs are any
aerial objects that fail to identify
themselves to or to be identified by trained
crews using visual and electronic detection
methods. The public seized the military
term and uses it to include anything seen
in the sky with the naked eye that can't
be identified.

The Air Force, after Arnold’s sighting,
conducted a study into the phenomena, in
a project named Blue Book. The study
concluded that about 3 percent of the
cases reported could not be explained.

Waves of sightings, called flaps, have
occurred sporadically throughout history.
Flaps often coincide with natural wonders
like comets.

According to Safko, “There was a jump
in UFO reports that ties in with a lot of
our space voyages.”

The planet Venus is often mistaken as
a UFO. Weather balloons generate sight-
ings, as does geologic activity near earth-
quake faults. Additionally, all the junk
scrapped by space programs has outer

space cluttered right now, enough to war-
rant an Air Force project to seek solutions.

Fawcett says his ratio of explained
versus unexplained cases is higher than
that of Blue Book. “Twenty-iwo percent
of 1,000 cases I investigated remain unex-
plainable,” he says.

And Fawcett stresses that where re-
ports are concerned, we've only scratched
the tip of the iceberg, because, “Only 10
percent of the people who see such events
actually report them.”

The hesitation to come forward with
details of encounters stems largely from
fear of ridicule, a typical human response
toward dealing with the unknown. Her-
rmann remembers the story of one South
Carolina highway patrol officer who
spotted and reported an “amber-colored,
wedge-shaped object” in the Lowcountry
of South Carolina.

No test aircraft were in the vicinity at
the time, and, “Anyway,” Herrmann says,
“this thing was on the ground.” Herrmann
says the patrol officer endured quite a bit
of sarcasm from colleagues and now
avoids any discussion of the incident.

Such reactions make a curious state-
ment about our society. For a nation
spoonfed on Santa Claus and the Easter
Bunny, we are Doubting Thomases when
the subject is UFOs.

In lieu of a clearcut avenue for report-
ing UFOs in South Carolina, Fawcett in-
vites those with such experiences to write
him at 602 Battleground Road, Lincolnton,
N.C. 28092.

“I'd really like to hear more,” en-
courages the former state director of the
Mutual UFO Network. “South Carolina has
a rich history where UFOs are concerned.”

—

Oyt M
Sduce = WM

Deme Cabemdiny opuned
From ehriy awilr G Fat.

o ST

Vi
7~ Re T:Qlt"
Sunlghy <FF

W ¥

If, upon an eerie night, along some
abandoned path, you encounter a creature
such as one described in Fawcett's 1981
UFO report, “a hairless being with pink
skin, a large head and frog-like hands,”
take some advice. Run like crazy.

Or be prepared for the fact that almost
no one, except maybe a UFO investigator,
will take you seriously when you report
what you have seen.

But who knows? Maybe one day, in the
far distant future, human representatives
may sit down in a stellar boardroom on
some far-flung asteroid to discuss mining
rights on Jupiter.

Sitting at the table there may be a tiny
hairless being with pink skin and frog-like
hands. The slit that is a mouth may twitch
a bit and beep playfully, “Hey, remember
when you people thought we didn’t exist?"

You don’t think so, huh? Well, just
remember, we've walked on the moon and
cloned carrots, haven't we?

Day is a freedance writer in Colum
bia who edits a monthly magazine,
“Paimetto Pharmacist.” Articles by
her wil be appearing soon in
“Globe'" and “Review," and she has
written for “‘South Carolina Wildlite"
and "On Campus.” Her last article for
“The State Magazine' was on round
dancing.

EVENING STANDARD-TIMES, San Angelo, TX
| Sept. 22, 1982 CR: P. Gersten

| Falling debris
still a mystery
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Bl Hermmann's sketches of UFOs from his book, ‘UFO. . . Contact From
Reticuum.' The top sketchis of a UFO spotted Dec.2, 1977, from

his North Charleston home. Bottom sketch is the side view of a

second UFO

LEDGER, Noblesville, IN = Oct. 26, 1982 CR: C. Jones

QUOTE OF THE DAY: Stephen Spielberg wasn't
kidding when he made “‘E.T. — The Extra-Terrestrial.”
As he told People magazine, *'I unequivocally think there
is life in other solar systems in our galaxy. I think we’d
drop dead of heart attacks if we knew what it was. I've
never seen a UFO, but I've talked to so many people who
have, people I'm best friends with, that I believe there is
something going on. I really am waiting for my turn. 1
would love to see something that can’t be explained by
science or logic.”

Hot debris falling from
explosive-type devices being set
off over Southland Park could
cause house fires, a fire depart-
ment official said Tuesday.

An unknown substance from
the second of two separate
flashes reported by area
residents in the past three weeks
set off minor grass fires in a yard
at 3348 Timber Ridge Drive, Fire
and Arson Investigator Ken Land
said.

“We don’t know what caused
the flashes,”” Land said. “All we
know at this time is that the
debris is hot enough to start a
fire. There are a large number of
wood-shingle roofs in the area
and we are concerned about what
could happen if the incidents con-
tinve.”

Land said he has collected
several samples of the debris for
analysis. “It’s not plastic,”” he
said. “It could be a type of
fireworks, but none of the
witnesses reported hearing any
noise. All they saw was a bright
flash and smoke.””

“I don’t know what it was, but
I'm awfully concerned,” Mrs.
John Guess said. She reported
seeing a bright, reddish flash
about 11:30 p.m. Saturday and
watched as smoking debris fell
into her backyard.

“The flash lasted a minute or
s0,”” she said. “It was very bright
and lit up most of the block. It on-
ly lasted a minute or so. I went
out to the patio and saw whatever
it was trying to start a fire in the
yard. There was a strong smell of
smoke.”

Mrs. Guess said she couidn’t
identify the type of smoke. “It
smelled more like burning paper

than wood or gas, she said. She
said the debris appeared to be
crumpled-up tinfoil.

“My neighbor’s son (Tom
Guthrie, 3350 Timber Ridge
Drive) saw a similar flash two
weeks ago,” Mrs. Guess said.
‘‘He and his father were working
in their garage and I heard him
(Tom) calling his father to come
quick. and see it. He sounded
scared.”

Guthrie was not available for
comment but Land quoted him as
saying that the flash illuminated
a wide area. ‘“No one reported
hearing any noise or seeing any
debris,” Land said.

Mrs. Jim Guthrie said she
didn't see the flash, but that her
husband had told her of it. “T’'m
really concerned because of the
wood-shingle roofs around here,"””
she said.

‘“People around here are wor-
ried,” Mrs. Guess said. “There is
no noise or anything that would
cause the dogs to act up. It's hap-
pening late at night and the next
one could do more than burn
grass.”

Although he hasn’t received
any additional reports, Land said
he believes other residents in the
area might have information
which could help resolve the
mystery before something
serious occurs.

“Recent incidents have shown
us what wood shingle fires can do.
We don’t need anymore of them,”’
he said.

Anyone with information that
might help in the investigation
should call the Fire Marshal’s Of-
fice, 655-5314, as soon as possible,
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Looking over Poloroid pictures of an unidentified flying object ~fromt, Terry Coyle, left rear, Peter Dillehay, second from right

observed and photographed by Alan Potasnak, 11, of Knollwood and Jonathan O’Conner, right. (Photo by Barbara J. Haemmerle
Road, Ridgewood, (center), are his friends, Sam Dillehay, left

Youngster
on trail

of a UFO

By BARBARA J. HAEMMERLE

RIDGEWOOD — *‘In our opinion it's a
UFO,” was Peter Dillehay's comment
aboutthree Polaroid pictures of ‘‘some-
thing’’ seen and photographed by his friend
Alan Potasnak, 11, of 570 Knollwood Road.

Alan, -who brought three photos of the
phenomenon into The Ridgewood News, said
he saw the object in the air over his back
yard Tuesday at three different times. He
said he first saw it about 7:30 p.m. and was

able to photograph it before it “*went up”

REPUBLIC, Phoenix, AZ
Oct. 16, 1982 CR: W. Moore

and disappeared. About 45 minutes later it
returned, Alan said, and he took another
picture, and about an hour after that'it again
appeared and he took the third picture.

Unusual lights seen
in Flagstaff areas

Ridgewood police said they had no re-
ports of UFOs sighted in the village during
the early part of last week.

“The kids in my class didn’t believe I
saw anything,” Alan said, ‘‘until I showed
them the pictures. Then they changed their
minds a little.”

“It looks just like E.T. to me,” said
Terry Coyle, 11, as he looked at the three
pictures, each showing a bright orange
glowing streak against a dark blue back-
ground. The object appears to have moved
as the picture was being taken, and Alan
says that’s exactly what did happen, .

1 don’t know what it was, but it didn't
look like a paper bag burning or anything
that could be explained,” Alan said.

Alan said there are some ‘'scientists’ in
his class who said it had to be a falling star
or hall lightening or something explainable.
He said-that even his mother didn't believe
him. ‘“‘She said it has to have a scientific
explanation or that I did tricks with the
camera,”’ Alan said.

The Knollwood Road youth took the
pictures with his father’s Polaroid camera,
he said.

Alan’s friend Sam Dillehay, 7. said he
tried to get a look at the “‘thing’’ after Alan
called him on the phone. “[ tried to get a
look at it, but it scared me,’’ he said.

Alan said the object appeared to be about
25 feet away from where he was standing
and that it disappeared and reappeared into
the sky.

Jonathan O’Conner, 8, also a friend of
Alan’s, said he agreed with Peter Dillehay:
“It looked just like E.T. to me."”

Alan said, “‘One of the strangest things
was that my older sister couldn’t see it.
Even when I pointed to it and said "It's out
there, right now!’ she said she didn’t see it
But my little sister, who's only in kin-
dergarten, saw it.”

Alan’s pals said they thought it was
strange that the ‘‘older people couldn't see
it,” Terry Coyle said.

Alan said he planned to continue to look
for whatever it was each evening. **‘Maybe
it 11 come back,”’ he said hopefully.

SEDONA (UPI) — Several people in the
Flagstaff and Sedona areas reported seeing a
strange light in the sky Thursday night.

Six residents said they saw the light between 7:15
and 7:30 p.m. north and east of Flagstaff. They
described it as a bright light surrounded by a cloud
and close to the ground. It vanished after about 15
minutes, they said.

Some west Sedona residents reported seeing a
similar light between 7:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. They said
they smelled sulfur about the same time.

Officials at the National Weather Service and at
Lowell Observatory near Flagstaff said they
couldn’t explain the light.

Ray Jordan of the U.S. Geological Survey plans to
interview some of the witnesses.

REMINDER, The Dalles, OR - Oet. 7, 1982

UFO spotted

A man from The Dalles
spotted a UFO Tuesday
night, according to a city
police report.

Paul Ryan, 1819 E. 16th,
reported seeing two large
lights in the sky at
approximately 11:30 p.m.

He said the lights took off
all at once, very very fast
towards the Dufur area.
Wasco County Sheriff’s
Department was notified,
and Ryan was given a
telephone number of a UFO
information station.



4. claim
close
sight

of UFO

FOUR Mt Barker men
claim to have had a
strange close encoun-
ter early yesterday
morning.

The men, who are

after a night’s hunting
when they all saw an
odd glow rise above a
mp of trees nearly
from their camp.

One of the hunters,
B o S
e o oW -
low and resl and g‘l
ered in the air for
focw Lot "““‘éﬁﬁ‘g oft
ore slowly mo o

‘n a northerly
tion.

The men observed the
object for about an
hour.

Glow

“We were on one hill,

and
u;
of trees on anoatheg:oh

about a_ mile
(0.8km) away,” Mr
Drage said.

‘“We all saw the glow,
but I had to train my
gun’s telescopic sight
on it to discern any
shape. It looked like a
cigar with a yellow
g!ow coming from the

ont and a red glow
from the rear as it
moved away.”

The men make it a
rule that no alcohol is
taken on hunting trips.

At the time it was
still dark but moonlit.
Mr Drage said that the
object was definitely
not a_ helicopter or an
aeroplane.

“We watched it hover
above the trees for
some time, and at one
stage it looked as if it
was coming towards
us,” he said.
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At the time it was
still dark but moonlit.
Mr Drage said that the
object was definitely
not a_ helicopter or an
aeroplane.

“We watched it hover
above the trees for
some time, and at one
stage it looked as if it
was coming towards
us,” he said.

A  spokesman for
Perth Airport said that
no flights were sched-
uled for the area at
the time of the allacad

German visitor

says: ‘l saw UFO
land on moor.’

GERMAN businessman Gerhard Bruckhorst talked exclusively to the
Coarier this week aboat a ** close encounter’’ he experienced on a trip to
Comnwall. Mr. Bruckhorst, 42, a scientific intrument-maker from Dussel-
dorf, also handed to us a film he took showing what could be an unidenti-

fied flying object.

Mr. Bruckhorst, on a business trip to Cornwall, said he saw the UFO
hovering low over fields near Bodmin. He followed it and then says he saw

it land.

From the description
given to us by Mr. Bruck-
horst, it seems that the first
sighting was near the clay

works at Hawkstor, on
Bodmin Moor.
Mr. Bruckhorst, well-

respected family man in his
home town in Germany, told
us: **At the beginning, 1
thought it was a retlection in
the car window, like you
sometimes get, so | wound
down the window and the
thing was still there.

*“ All of a sudden, as I
reached the bottom of the
hill, the object, which had
been almost still,
accelerated very fast and
strangely, sort of smooth but
suddenly, away from me.

*“1 got quite a good look
at it while it was still, al-
though it was a long way
away. | know that it sounds
a bit what you would expect,
but it was definitely saucer-
shaped.

At first it looked long
and thin, like a cigar. but
just before it took off, 1t
tilted a bit and you could see
that it was round. It had sort
of portholes in the upper

tilted a bit and you could see
that it was round. It had sort
of portholes in the upper
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OFFICIAL
COMMENT

& A TOP government spokesman
conflrmed yesterday that officials were
probing reports of UFOs over Cornwall.

Michael Tellam, permanent Under-secretary at
the department of aeronautical studles, said they
were looking Into s number of repocts which
reached them on Monday.

“RAF St. Mawgan reported that pllots saw
bright lights In the sky and the alr base also
received a number of calls from members of the
public,” said Mr. Tellam.

“Of course, this doesa't mean very much. We
often get reports of this nature, but there are
usaally quite obvious explanations such as alr force
activity.

“ For reasons of security, RAF St. Mawgan might
not be told sbout flying activitles over Cornwall by
squadrons from other bases.”

Mr. Tellam said he could not conflrm reports
that scientists were combling the flelds around the
area where Mr. Bruckhorst said he saw a UFO.

*You are starting to ask questions which cculd
be sald to Interfere with natonal security,” said Mr.
Tellam, ** and [ must remind you of your dutles as a
newspaper (o take pote of the Official Secrets Act.”

o Intertere with nation: Y, sa

sa. B .
Tellam, ** and [ must remind you of your dutles as a

newspaper (o take pote of the Official Secrets Act.”
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ADVERTISER, Albany, W.A., Australia - July 15, 1982

UFO sighting

There has been another UFO

sighting and this

closer to the Albany township.

Last night, two amatcur fishermen
went out to the sandpatch, a popular
fishing spot on the south coast about
10 kilometres west of the Gap.

The packed up at about 11 pm and
started the climb back up the cliff
face when a bright light suddenly ap-
peared about three kilometres out to

sea.
The object was oval shaped and il-
luminated with a bright
white light and appecared 1o have a

series of red blinking lights around
the base.

The two men watched it for about
half an hour as they climbed up the
hill and it remained in thc same posi-
tion for the whole time.

Both men have been regular
fishermen for many years and say
they never take alcohol on fishing
trips and who say they are familiar
with what ships at sea look like at
night time.

Neither of the men wanted to have
their names published for fear of be-
ing labelled as cranks.

CR: V. Godie

time a lot

pulsating

A MAN who plans to
search for an uniden-
tified flying object he
saw 25 years ago has
been snowed under with
letters from Australia
and New Zealand.

Noel Martin, 32, was
only seven when a flaming
ball flashed over his head
before plunging into the
ocean near Jervis Bay in
southern NSW.

Among the letters he
has received since he an-
nounced his attempt (o
salvage the UFO is one
from New Zealand of a
sighting on the same day
25 years ago.

"Tl'ne sighting was only
35 minutes earlier so it
could well have been the

ADVERTISER, Bairnsdale, Victoria, Australia - Aug. 2, 1982 CR: V., Godie

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT

REPORTED IN METUNG AREA

There was a lengthy sighting of an “‘Unidentified Flying Object” in the Metung-Swan Reach

area on Saturday

The object was seen by
Mrs Cora Gilsenan-Waters,
of Metung, for about 20 mi-
nutes and by other
persons for lesser periods.

The sighting is being
investigated by the
Royal Australian Air
Force Base at Sale

Because Mrs Gilsenan-
Waters observed the ob
Ject for so long. she had
plenty of time to note its
behaviour.

Her adventure com
menced about 7.30 p.m
as she drove her car from
her home in Gilsenan
Road.

As she arrived at her
front gate she looked to
the rnight to check on
coming traflic

1 saw what looked like
a fire, with flames in the
middle of it. That was my
first thought.” Mrs Gil
senan-Waters  said  to-
day

“But then I thought,
no. itcannot be a fire

Then Mr-s Gilsenan-
Walters noticed the
object move and
thought it could be a car

evening.

but ruled out that possi- Stopping at the Black

lars such as elevation,

usuually white, but could

GR: Perth UFO Research Group via L. Whitehurst

he night a UF

E By MIKE GEE ]

same object,”’ said Mr
Martin.
‘“We were in the

Huskisson area. It had
just become dark when we
heard a strange noise. The
forest lit up and we saw an
object coming in lower
than tree level from the
west.”’

“‘It changed course and
came directly towards us
and then rose sharply to
about 40 metres when it
was only 10 metres away.

““The object was spark-
ing and flames were pour-
ing off it. After turning in
several big circles it fish-
tailed and began to lose
altitude, eventuaily plung-~

WESTERN MAIL, Perth, Austraiia - Aug. 1, 1982

illed the grass

ing into the water a short
distance away.”’

Next day the young
Noeland his brother sear-
ched the shoreline for
remnants that might have
been washed up but found
nothing.

What they did find was
a large strip of yellowing
grass about 100 metres
long and 30 metres wide
on the path the UFO had
taken.

**Within days the grass
had died off ... and it
still hasn’t regenerated 25
years later,’’ he said.

Mr Martin  hopes to

raise $250,000 to finance
the project which will be
filmed as a documentary.

SOUTH GIPPSLAND SENTINEL TIMES,
wont.lu‘gi, V}gt.orh. Australia
July 27, 1982 CR: V. Godie

Footy team
see UFO

bility when she realised it
was heading for the lake

She also realised the
object was not on the
road. but was moving
among the trees

Mrs Gilsenun-Waters
continued on her way but
when she arrived at the

main Metung Swan
Reach Road, she could
still  sce the object

clearly. She was confron
ted by flashing lights in
green, gold and red

“The red light was con-
tinually fashing and
seemed bigger than the
others.” she said.

As  Mrs Gilsenan-
Watcers  continued  to-
wards Lhe Princes High
way she noticed the ob
ject appeared te be tra-
velling beside her, paral
lel to tae road

“Ithad been low when I
first saw it. but then it
seemed Lo rise a little in
the air.” she said

“It seemed to be going
north west and I thought
it was heading for the
aerodrome. 1 was bepin
ning to think it might he
a helicopter or a plane in
trouble.”

Mrs  Gilsenan-Waters
decided the best thing to
do would be to phone the
police, but first she stop
ped the car to listen for
the noise which would
enable her to detect it
was a helicopter or plane

However, when Mrs
QGilsenan-Waters turned
off her car engine she
could hear no noise. even
though she could still see
she object. now n
“pear-shape”

None the wiser. and a
little more perplexed
Mrs Gilsenan-Waters re
sumed driving

As she drove over the
bridge at Swan Reach.
she saw the object again,
this time near the Swan
Reach Football Ground

Stump Store, Mrs Gil-
senan Waters’ first
thoughts  were to wet
somebody to verify what
she was seeing. and sec¢
ondly telephone  the
police

Margaret Cassar. of
Bairnsdale. and Robert
Walton, 12, who were in
the store, went outside
with Mrs Gilsenan Wa
ters and saw the object
which was by then pre
dominately red. and dis
appearing towards
Lakes Entrance  Again
there was no sound

During the episode,
which lasted about 20 mi-
nutes. Mrs Gilsenan Wa-
ters said she was impres-
sed by the object’s flash-
ing hights, and its erratie
behaviour

She had not been of

raid, but interested in
what the object would do
next

She said the night was
clear

Mr and Mrs Bob Wal
ton. who run the Black
Stump Store, had left for
Lakes Fntrance shortly

betore Mrs Galsenan
Waters amnved

They saw  an object
with red and green lights

and thought it muht
have been a helicopter

It appeared to by head
ing for Metung and the
lake

Flight-Lieutenant M.J.

Gordon said to-day he

would need to investigate

the report before he could
pass any judgement on it.
He

UKo
1

said two 1o three
reports were
to the RAAF
rach month
There was usually a
reason tor the sightings
natural phenomena
ballvons or aeroplanes
People who Saw
UF.O's could assist in
their identification by
being as observant as
possible, noting particu-

speed. shape and time.

Fl Lieut. Gordon smd
unfortunately the task of
identifying objects was
severely hampereg when
cletails were missing

“Itis tedious work,
sd

Possibilities  included
the  Aurora  Australis,
space  %junk™,  strobe
lights fitted to aircraft
and light (rom the planet
Venus

Releyring to the space
“junk®, Fl Lieut. Gordon
said 3.000 to 4.000 picces
of man made © garbage”
were spasmodically en
tering  Earth’'s  atmos-
phere

As the objects (o]l they
often looked hke falling
stars. and could make
pretty patterns. In most
cases the objects burned
themselves  out  belore
reaching the ground

The strobe lights, fit-
ted to aircyaftto ald vigh-
bility ane increase
collision avoldance ware

he

be other colors

FlLLieut Gordon said
the easual observer was
often not aware thaton a
clear night after a clear
dav. Nashing colors could
be produced by light pas-
sine through air at diffe-

Last Tuesday evening's training
by Wonthaggi footballers was a

shambles.

Twenty-five players were distracted for

45 minutes by a UFO.

rent  densities.

such a way
horizon

e siud one of his main
to
identily UF O's was o
satisfy people’s cuniosity

sizhting of which
there was sufficient infor-
mation but which could
not be resolved was refer-
red to the Departiment of

purposes  in - trying

An

Airin Canberva.

Venus
semetimes appeared in
low on the

degrees above
northern horizon.
object

many times.

running  away

IPSWICH EVENING STAR, Suffolk, England

Unsolved mystery

THE MYSTERY continues over strange lights in the sky near

ket.
The Ministry of Defence confirmed last night that they had
completed investigations into a report of mysterious lights in
the sky, and were satisfied that there were no ‘“‘defence

implications.””

However, the sighting, which occurred on Sunday night near
Barking Tye, has brought reaction from the Suffolk co-
ordinator for the British UFO Association.

Mrs. Dot Street, of

complete.

Oet, 1, 1982

Ouilton Broad, near Lowestoft, visited
the site — a field between Swingen's Wood and Priestley
Wood — and said all known witnesses had been seat a form to

L]

&
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Gwynne Pugh saw it
@rst as a bright star 30

The unidentified flying
glowed brightly
and accellerated to the
NW and back to the north

It moved many times
faster than an aircraft

There were all kinds of
light-hearted yemarks but
the phenomenon was so
powerful that even when
from

players kept looking

g

-
=

q
:
:

back.

One suggestion was
that it was something
from Dalyston spying on
The Blues. The Blues play
Dalyston next Saturday.

Peter Hanley, one of
several school-teachers
at ftraining, said that a
times the UFO glowed as
brilliantly as a welding
torch.

the

Some players
remained out on the
ground after training to
walchit.

i,

UFO over
Lincoln

SIR, — I would like to report
a UFO I observed it hanging
in the sky just to the right of
Riseholme farm builldings.
After watching it very closely
for five minutes, and
notice of the fact that no
Hghts were blinking as you
would expect if it were an alr-
craft, it began to move slowly
forward and did a gentle
curve over towards Ruskin
Avenue. Lincoln
There was no noise from it
at all, and it looked like what
.1 had thought from the starta
huge star This, by the way,
was 8.15 p.m
I phoned by brother up to
tell him about it because I
had never seen anything as
big as this in the sky before.
Even when {f went through
cloud the light from it was
wvery intense
Twenty minutes after it had
zone. aircraft from Wad-
ngton took off, but these
were obviously planes
because they had the red light
and white light blinking and
one could hear them
But by then the UFO had
gone. 80 I thought 1 would
report it in case anyone eise
had seen it Helght when first
seen was I should think about

1,000 feet.
T A BRADLEY
Buckingham House,
Weiton Gardens,
Lineoin.



SUNDAY SUN, Toronto, Ontario, Canada - Sept. 26, 1982 CR: G. Duplantier

By TERRY COLLINS
Ottawa Burcau

UFOs? Visitors from other planets?

Bunk.

That's Ottawa's response to hundreds of people who put their
credibility on the line to report strange phenomena to authorities.

According to officials at the National Research Council, there’s no
denying sober, reasonable people make unusual sightings while
SKky-watching. But flying saycers?. Nonsense.

Reports that file into the Ottawa headquarters of the NRC simply
collect dust —no action is taken — but they are kept at hand
nonetheless.

They chronicle the experiences of people like Winnipeg bookkeeper
Sherry Stewner.

According to an Armed Forces report at NRC headquarters,
Stewner and a friend, waitress Theresa Klym, 20, were driving on a
country road ncar a Winnipeg subdivision at 12:20 a.m. April 21
when they spotted a diamond shaped, metallic object in the sky.

It had two bright white lights — like headlights, Stewner said —
and smaller red lights around the perimeter.

Suddenly the lights were silently hovering above and in front of
their truck for two minutes.

Klym began crying in panic and ducked. Stewner slammed on the
brakes and threw the truck into reverse because she feared the
object would hit them

Then it “disappeared’ towards the horizon.

Whatever it was, it was very real to both women.

“All you had to do was blink and it was right in front of us,”
Stewner said this week.

“It lit up the whole truck. My dad and I went out to look at the truck
later to see if there were any burns or melted paint but there was
nothing.

“Iswear we weren't drinking and we weren't taking drugs,” Klym
said. 'l don’t know what it was. It wasn’t a plane and it wasn’t
another car.

“I had nightmares about it for the first while.”

When Stewner telephoned police, the call was switched to the
Canadian Forces Base at Winnipeg airport and a sergeant took her
report.

They told her there
were no aircraft or

weather balloons in the
area, but offered no
explanation.

But, as if to help
Stewner’'s credibility,
the sergeant noted on
his report: ‘“Lady was
coherent.”

There was no investi-
gation or action under-
taken and the report
will end up, along with
147 from last year, 200 in
1980 and all others since
1952, at Ottawa’s Public
Archives.

NRC researcher Dr.
Peter Millman was
chairman of a secret
committee of 10 mili-
tary and government
experts who studied 25
unexplainable sightings
in 1952-53.

The committee,
dubbed Project Second
Storey, was formed by
the Defence Research
Board to sec if UFOs
posed a threat to Cana-
dian security.

Millman, who has a
Harvard PhD, later
wrote: “I fail to find any
pattern of physical
events which suggests
that our atmosphere has
been visited by an alien
and intelligent life cul-
ture.”

Lt.Cdr. Arthur Bray,
a Canadian Navy air
pilot for 27 years, said
he’s studied the phe-
nomena for 35 years and
is ““thoroughly con-
vinced we are under
observation by some
highly advanced race.

As for the old ques-
tion, **Why don’t the
aliens make contact
with us?'’ Bray replied,
‘1 believe we are
simply being
observed — as man

might observe ants —
and they have no
interest in making
public contact.”

W Back in the heyday of “flying saucer”
sightings, this photo was taken in Char-
lotte, Maine. That's Norman Day, then 52,
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with his “‘Martian'’ — a 30-inch flying disc
he built after his brother Robert dreamed a
huge circular ship landed in his yard.
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about
seven
watching
“dancing”

solve the mystery of
lights

four strange lights that
by a “weird crackling
ncise”, were first seen
by a resident of Eton St,

Rockhampton,

also sighted the UFO

briefly.
The police watched for _,

port who reported no
aircraft In the area at

the time.

hovered for more than
several minutes before
the lights disappeared.
Police checked with the
Department of Trans-
“I’'m not ready for a luna-

haif-an-hour.
The lights, accompanled

11.15pm on Saturday,
Within .minutes,
people were

above them.

They called police who

the

They have been unable to

M This is the reality of UFO sightings — a biurry,
grainy photo of strange lights in the sky. It's one of
scores in the National Archives in Ottawa.

Things that
go flash
in the night

OTTAWA — Almost all the 76 UFO sightings
reported to the National Research Council this year
were made at night or in the early hours of the
morning. They came from every province but more
than half were from Ontario, Alberta and Nova
Scotia.

Among the reports were the following:

[JAt 1 a.m. Sept. 14 four men called the
RCMP "at Stellarton, N.S. to report six to eight
bright lights, amber, blue and white. The lights
were stationary at times then moved suddenly. Two
Mounties sent to investigate the claim signed the
report as witnesses.

O On Aug. 16, at 4:05 a.m., a Suffield, Alta. man
and a Transport Canada worker in the vicinity
independently reported a bright green light flying
south at a high speed. They both said the light
stopped moving, flicked on and off several times
and dropped silently to the ground.

At 3:20 a.m. June 20 more than 30 people
from the towns of Copper Cliff and Falconbridge,
Ont., reported seeing a platform of yellow lights
‘‘the size of a football field’’ with a rounded top. The
sighting, still unexplained, lasted 15 minutes. Sev-
eral people took photographs.

O On Feb. 3, at 8.10 p.m., three Armed Forces
officers at Gander, Nfld., filed an official report of
red and green flashing lights travelling across the
horizon at an estimated 2,000 miles per hour.

O Two weeks earlier, between Jan. 20 and Jan.
23, more than three dozen sightings were made in
the Gander area of an object with red, green and
yellow lights, It alternately hovered and darted in a
complex flight path. The sightings have yet to be
explained.
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belleved
lights

Edwards

hardware operator who =
never
those
life,” Mr Dinsdale sald.

‘Const Trevor
saw four reddish lights

in UFOs bat I'll be look-
again every night of my
“in the shape of the
Southern Lross” hover-
ing above the street.

very strange,” sald Mr "0
Kevin Dinsdale, a local *
ing for

tainly saw something

lives in Eton Street.

tic asylum but I cer-
“I've



Saturday Extra

AGE, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia - Oet. 2, 1982

Sceptic who saw the lights

TO MANY of us, the report of a sighting
of an unidentified flying object is unset-
tling, an attack on our smug, civilised
existence. It confronts our faith in our
gods, and pierces the comforting fortifi-
cations of conventional logic and ortho-
dox scientific wisdom with which we
surround ourselves.

If God is in his Heaven and all is right
with the world, as Robert Browning as-
serted, what are we to make of strange
lights in the sky, throbbing and hurtling
around, not, like a comet or a meteor, in
one constant direction, but as if they are
intelligent beings, in perfect curves and
loops, oaring and falling, sometimes
halting 8s if in silent witness to our own
earthly shenanigans?

The question baffles Quentin Fogarty,
a Melbourne journalist who was one of
six people involved in probably the best
documented UFO sighting ever reported.
Not only was a mysterious gaggle of fan-
(astlcally bnght colored hghls observed

bourne. But there is no snmple explana-
tion of what it shows. To this day, Mr
Fogarty does not know what he saw in
the night sky over Kaikoura on New
Year's Eve, 1978.

The UFO debunkers, most of them
American scientists who make a living
from writing books and appearing on
television chat shows to denigrate those
who claim to have seen flying phenom-
ena, have homed in on Mr Fogarty. They
have tried relentlessly to get him to spec-
ulate that the lights he saw were extra-
terrestrial — flying saucers and little
green men. If he did so, it would make
their job that much easier. Sceptics
adore cranks.

But Mr Fogarty has not risen to the
bait. In fact, he says there is not one
shred of evidence that the lights were
extra-terrestrial. All he says is that the
lights were something that cannot be
explained by contemporary science, and
therefore qualify as UFOs

Since the initial burst of publicity and
accusations that the film was an elabo-
rate hoax — a claim that has been refut-
ed convincingly — all attempts to
explain the incident have failed. They
were not, as most sceptics suggested, an
unusual mirage caused by Venus or
lights from aircraft involved in a secret
military exercise. Nor were they reflec-
tions on clouds from Japanese squid-
fishing boats.

'l'!!! nmu nmu.m PIGI

By iloss Warneke

No, says Mr Fogarty, it is not that sim-
ple. In the absence of a verifiable scienti-
fic explanation, he is inclined to think
that the lights were in some way spirit-
ual, perhaps supernatural. It is a bold
proposition — Mr Fogarty says he is not
religious and, in fact, considers a belief
in God no more rational than a belief in
the existence of little green Martians.

But he remembers feeling at the time
that “they” — the lights — were collect-
ing the souls of the dead. Both Mr
Fogarty and another passenger on the
aircraft sensed a presence, unseen and
silent, at the rear of the plane. There is
much more, however, that Mr Fogarty,
despite being a member of a profession
whose tools are words, finds difficult to
express.

“It's the hardest thing to put into
vl Ui YVURD anu itlagasine arucied mnme
US, few of which can be published in
Australia, he says, because our libel laws
forbid the sort of character assassination
and innuendo contained in them. Now, in
an effort to set the record straight and to
put the sighting into some sort of per-
spective, Mr Fogarty has written his own
book.

It is called ‘Let's Hope They're Friend-
ly’, a remark he first made while watch-
ing one of the lights following the plane
as it flew between Christchurch and
Wellington.

The book, released this week, is more
than an account of the sighting, a story
that has been told before, although never
in as much detail. It is a tale of official
and unofficial scepticism, not based on
any rational consideration of the facts,
but on an obstinate unwillingness to be-
lieve that the incident happened or even
that it could have happened.

As well, Mr Fogarty recounts the im-
mense pressures that developed around
him and his family, the nervous break-
down that made him, for a time, a social
recluse, and the various verbal brawls he
has had with some of his arch critics
within the UFO-debunking lobby since
his recovery.

The breakdown — mental and phys-
ical exhaustion and a dose of paranoia —
occurred soon after he returned to Mel-
bourne with the New Zealand film. “It
was terrifying. A combination of the ex-

citement and hype surrounding the
whole thing, an unbelievable lack of
sleep, all the pressure of getting the job
done, plus the hassles over whether [ was
entitled to copyright on the film.

“Then there were the death threats
and the crank calls. The old mind and
body just broke”. In short, he admitted
himself to hospltal It was an escape
from the sceptics, the religious cranks
who claimed he was doing Satan’s work,
and, to Mr Fogarty’s then overcrowded
mmd those within the media who,
because of envy or incompetence, were
undermining his story.

But his stay in hospital was brief.
Frightened by the drugs with which he
was being treated, he went home. “Basi-
cally, I locked myself up. I knew that if I
went anywhere I would get the same old
2866t Biner
very difficult to live with. Now, Sue and I
are probably a bit rude to people who
want to talk about it. We say: ‘Oh, not that
boring old subject again’.”

Notallinvolved in the sighting and the
subsequent controversy over the film
were so fortunate. Mr Fogarty says two
marriages collapsed at least partly be-
cause of-the obsessions triggered by the
incident.” Mr Fogarty himself resigned
from Channel 0 and became a freelance
Jjournalist, working for suburban newspa-
pers, the ABC, and Radio Australia. Now,
he works ‘full-time at Channel 9 news.

The UFO case has never left him. “It's
regarded as one of the classic UFO
cases, so I can't run away from it. And I
can't see any point in doing that because
as soon as I do people will say: ‘Aha, it
wasn't genuine after all.” The vilifica-
tion, particularly from the US, continues,
and Mr Fogarty expects it to increase
following the publication of his book.

“The debunkers are as obsessed by it
as anyone. You see, scientists operate on
the assumption that everything can be
explained. But the wonders of this uni-
verse are immense. The unknown makes
man insecure; he likes to think he's the
master of his domain. And, on the other
hand, many people reject the whole
religlous and supernatural thing as a
cop-out, an easy way to explain away
anything that science can't explain”. Mr
Fogarty feels caught in the middle.
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DAILY MAIL, London England - Oct. 5, 1982

hy did thlS glant
drop out of the sky?

A FLYING saucer dropped a seven

foot tall man on our lawn in a circle of
Ilghtmﬁy'ﬂﬂvﬂmmm

aeroplane, very peculiarly sh

aped,
Rew over. | watched aM this out of the

bedroom winhdew of the house we

lived in for 20 ysars and | remember

thinking, what de u*‘m?
Mrs Awdrey Frand )
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Was he ever tempted to take the easy
way out and suggest that the Kaikoura
lights were spaceships filled with little
green men? “No,"” he says firmly. “I sur-
vive on my credibility.as'a journalist. I
am a believer in the UFO phenomenon
in that I think there's something that
exists that is mysterious. I don’t think
you should scoff at that. You should be
incredibly sceptical, but [ don't think you
can afford to dismiss it as the profes-
sional debunkers do.

“0Of course, they have to. That’s how
they make their living. They write books
on it, they lecture on it, just as the UFO
believers do. But it's a big industry, and if
you get in the debunkers’ sights they'll
try to blow you away.”

The problem with the debunkers, he
says, is that they have a fixation about
extra-terrestrial beings. “If you suggest a
UFO could be anything other than extra-
terrestrial they say you are stupid. But if
you say you believe it is extra-terrestrial

_Jleu%ggt vou .3'3":{’ tl_prv want von

have been a lot of rumors concerning the
functions of a US army camp situated
near the Mount John observatory in Can-
terbury, New Zealand. But the spiritual
theory appears to be his favorite.

“Religions have been founded and sus-
tained on what today would be called
UFO cases or supernatural visitations.”
Mr Fogarty renounced his Roman Catho-
lic upbringing during adolescence, main-
ly, he says, because of unpleasant
memories of his time at a Christian
Brothers school. “But that is not to say
that I am not in awe of something. I just
can't relate to the God of the Christian or
any other faith because to any logical,
straight-thinking person, they don't
make any sense. It's probably as nonsen-
sical as believing in UFO0s.”

So, if he has so much trouble interpret-
ing what he saw, what are the rest of us
to make of it? “I don't know. I remain a
firm sceptic of the UFO phenomenon in
the sense that people should not accept it
because someone else says it happened.
I don't argue over extra-terrestrials. 1
just argue from the point that we have
scientific evidence and personal
accounts that something incredibly mys-
terious happened over New Zealand one
night. But I can't take it much further.
It's very frustrating."”

‘Let's Hope They're Friendly’, by
Quentin Fogarty (Angus and Robert-
son; $9.95).
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(continued from page 11)
involved in the strangs episode not to give out more details on the case.
Nevertheless, a person who was with the two policemen who testified to seeing
the UFO land, gave the following version:

"] saw a yellow light which turned to an orange color, which practically
blinded me. I was nearly paralyzed, but my brain never stopped working.

The light source, about 50 meters in diameter, came from above, and the
object which was emitting it landed between the Londres slaughterhouse and
the pen where the cattle are held. On landing, a burst of flame shot up

as though someone threw a match into naptha. The fire stayed there. Luck=-
i1y, the wind wasn't blowing in the direction of the village, for if it had,
there would be nothing left..."

The only thing certain at this point is that official and scientific units
and numerous journalists are swarming in the area, t.rying to disentangle the
threads of the "UPO fire" which has amazed the country with its baffling
chain of events throughout the northeast.

they meet to pray in the half-destroyed church.
The Governor

The governor of Catamarca, Arnoldo Castillo, will be briefed today by Best—
ani about the destruction caused by the wind and fire, which wiped out 2,500
walnut trees (mostly blown down by the wind) in full production. Twenty

h in one neighborhood and three other houses were practically destroyed.
Also, there are total losses in other minor products of the region.

1) City and country of incident:

2) Date of incident: (Not Given)
3) Name of paper and date of clip:
4) City and country of newspaper:

Plain of Marcahuasi, Peru

CARAZON, August 18, 1982
(City Unknown), Argentina

EXTRATERRESTRIAL PHOTOGRAPHED
Shows Oval-shaped Head and A Colored Uniform

Lima, Peru - A photograph of an alleged extraterrestrial, with an oval-shaped
head and colored uniform, was taken accidentally in the Plain of Marcahuasi,
a strange, esoteric and mysterious place 90 KM from Lima. The photo of an
alleged being from another world reveals, from a distance, a thin person sit-
ting on a boulder, with his right arm raised in salute.

The weekly magazine OIGA (LISTEN), which printed the photo of the alleged
Martian, indicated that the image was taken from an altitude of 200 meters,
above a rock 60 meters high. PFrom this it may be deduced that the figure is
at least three meters tall. The youth who took the picture says that the
figure was not visible when he exposed the film, but appeared in the color
print when the film was developed. According to the color of the film, the
extraterrestrial has an orange-colored head and is wearing a uniform of a
bluish-green shade. OIGA reports that the picture has not been faked. It
did not reveal, however, the name of the photographer, saying only that he
is a university student., He is a member of the esoteric group, Rama, which
is said to be in contact with beings of other planets and which occasicnally
organizes trips to Marcahuasi, a place in which it is said to be possible to
enter into contact with UFO crewmen.

Marcahuasi is a small mesa which was discovered by the Peruvian, Daniel Ruzo,
noted for his studies and photographs. Marcahuasi contains a series of sculp-
tures, made using the natural form of the rock, which show animals which never
existed in South America. According to Ruzo, whose theories have appeared in
numerous esoteric books such as those by the now-deceased Robert Charrcux of
France, Von Daniken and others, there are similar sculptures in other parts of
the world., A proto~human race, which lived before the Flood, was the creator
of these sculptures, says Ruzo, who claims to have found on Marcahuasi, tombs
and monuments, one dedicated to the Egyptian goddess of fertility, Tueris.
Marcahuasi has a strong mystical attraction, and perhaps the extraterrestrials—
if theres are any—also like the place. Unless the three-meter-tall gentleman
is a hoax.

1) City and country of incident: Villa Serrana de Marcos Paz, Argentina
2) Date of incident: September 9 (?), 1982

3) Name of paper and date of clip: CRONICA, September 11, 1982

4) City and country of newspaper: Buenos Aires, Argentina

TUCUMAN: UFO FLIES OVER VILLA SERRANA

San Miguel de Tucuman, 10 Sept. - Three children of Villa Serrana de Marcos
Paz, of the province of Tt s were wit tc a spectacular appearance
of a flying saucer "which flew over our heads," and which emitted red and
green lights, "with a honey-colored, brilliant light from the center.”

The sudden apparition of the UPO terrified the children, who, frightened,
called their mother, who upon coming out onto the patio also observed the
object which "flew slowly, spinning like a top.”

Observing the phenomenon were Panny Alderetes de Albornoz and the children,
Paola Veronica Albornoz, 11, her cousin Sergio Albornoz, 6, and her friend
Ana Carolina Gimenez, also 6. They all described the object as flying slow-
ly while spinning like a round top, with a lighted fringe with red and green
coloring and a bright, honey-colored light in the middle.

Pacla Veronica said it was about 9:45 P.M., local time, when she heard a
noise like a clap of thunder. "I looked into the sky to see if it was cloudy,
but it wasn't. Then I saw how Ana Carolina was gesturing toward the sky. I
looked up again and saw how the UFO was spinning, I stayed calm," she contin-
ued, “and watching the UFO pass right over my head. I wasn't afraid at all at
that moment. It was round, but not very big."

Her mother said, "I was watching the news on TV when I heard my daughter call-
ing. She yelled, 'Come here, mommy, there's a flying saucer!' I thought she
was fooling, but I went out right away. She pointed excitedly up in the air
with her finger and then I saw the UFO, which was heading slowly toward the
area of Tafi VieJo. Its white light was turned on and off, and the rest was
green and red."

"I didn't believe in flying saucers before this,* she said, "but now I do be-
cause I really saw one,"

1) City and country of incident:
2) Date of incident: (Not Given)
3) Name of publication and date of article:
4) City and country of publication:

(Location Unspecified), Venezuela

TAL CUAL Magazine, August 20, 1982
Buenos Aires, Argentina

UFO_ATTACKS, BURNS THREE IN VENEZUELA

"My God, save us! That thing is on fire and it's coming over us!
closer! We're burning! God, help us!"

As if hypnotized, Maria Elena Suarez relives her horrible enounter with a flam-
ing UFO along a deserted highway in Venezuela. She tells of how she, her grand-
son, Gonzalo, and a friend were driving along when they suddenly noticed that a
luminous object was covering the entire sky. It was an intense blue color, was
at treetop level and was emitting reddish tongues of flame down to the highway.

It's getting

"We couldn't pass through," says her friend. The road was blocked, and I remem-
ber that the three of us were petrified with fear. Maria Elena began screaming
and got out of the car, running. I begged her not to leave but she didn't lis-
ten. The little one, five years old, also wanted to escape, the same as his
grandmother, but I stopped him, I pressed him to my womb and hugged him tightly.
For 15 minutes the object floated over us, while flames burst from its insides.*

The story told by Susana, 55 years old, appears to be a fairy tale, but it was
all true, for three weeks later horrible burns appeared on the bodies of both
women and the boy., Susana, the most severely affected, has had to be admitted
to a special clinic, because beyond the loss of skin, she is suffering from
terrible bouts of diarrhea, nausea and headaches. The cardiologist who examin-
ed her said that in all three cases there were symptoms of radiation poisoning—
and that after all of this, he had lost all doubts concerning the existence of
UFOs.

1) City and country of incident: Londres, Catamarca, Argentina
2) Dats of incident: August 13, 1982

3) Name of paper and date of clip: LA GACETA, August 23, 1982
L) City and country of newspaper: Tucuman, Argentina

UPO: LONDRES OFFICIAL SAYS STILL NO CONCLUSIONS

Londres, Catamarca - "The police have made all necessary statements, but so
far nothing else is known about the cause of the fire," the leading official
of Londres, Victor Manuel Bestani, told LA GACETA. The official made it

clear that in recent days police elements met in the various places in which
the UFO may have landed, but there are no conclusions, while in divisional
headquarters our reporter was told that there is no new information.

"We couldn't pass through," says her friend.
ber that the three of us were petrified with fear.
and got out of the car, running.
ten.
grandmother, but I stopped him, I pressed him to my womb and hugged him tightly.
For 15 minutes the object floated over us, while flames burst from its insides.*

The road was blocked, and I remem-
Maria Elena began screaming
I begged her not to leave but she didn't lis-
The little one, five years old, also wanted to escape, the same as his

The story told by Susana, 55 years old, appears to be a fairy tale, but it was
all true, for three weeks later horrible burns appeared on the bodies of both
women and the boy., Susana, the most severely affected, has had to be admitted
to a special clinic, because beyond the loss of skin, she is suffering from
terrible bouts of diarrhea, nausea and headaches. The cardiologist who examin-
ed her said that in all three cases there were symptoms of radiation poisoning—
and that after all of this, he had lost all doubts concerning the existence of
UFOs.

1) City and country of incident: Londres, Catamarca, Argentina
2) Dats of incident: August 13, 1982

3) Name of paper and date of clip: LA GACETA, August 23, 1982
L) City and country of newspaper: Tucuman, Argentina

UPO: LONDRES OFFICIAL SAYS STILL NO CONCLUSIONS

Londres, Catamarca - "The police have made all necessary statements, but so
far nothing else is known about the cause of the fire," the leading official
of Londres, Victor Manuel Bestani, told LA GACETA. The official made it
clear that in recent days police elements met in the various places in which
the UFO may have landed, but there are no conclusions, while in divisional
headquarters our reporter was told that there is no new information.

The village was battered on August 13 by a fierce wind, followed by a fire
which was started by a UFO, according to police reports. Bestani said about
the event: ™Around 10:00 P.M. the windstorm came up. An hour later I went
out into the yard and saw how sparks were coming from the high-voltage elec-
tric wires. At that I went into the commissary to ask them to call Belen and
have them cut off the power. But nobody responded, so agents Andres Soria
and Ramon Carpio decided to go in a jeep. On returning from Belen they told
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1) City and country of incident: Itacoatiara, Amazon State, Brazil
2) Dates of incidents: September 17-22, 1982

3) Name of paper and date of clip: O DIA, September 22, 23, 1982
4) City and country of newspaper: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

(A densation of

FLYING SAUCERS TURN WOMEN PREGNANT

Manaus (AGS) - According to the police chief of the town of Itacoatiara, Ama-
zon, flying saucers are once more attacking their population. The people are
in a panic for a strange light comes down, leaving people dizzy, as well as
invading homes and making the women become pregnant. In Urubu, the people are
putting up trenches 5.;-:-1:««_?7 in the street for protection and the Military
Police have been given orders to put all their soldiers on patrol to avoid
panic. The lighted discs have been around since last Friday and the people in
Itacoatiara, which is 270 KM from Manaus, have armed themselves with guns and
revolvers and carbines to meet the strange invaders. In Urubu, while the men
take turns at the trenches, ready to fire as soon as the UFO lights appear,
their families gather together to spend the night in one home so as to prevent
the women from becoming pregnant. Police chief Francisco das Chagas Oliveira
said he does not know what he should do.

ts appearing in O DIA for both dates given)

A farmer, Orinaldo Carvalho de Oliveira, 26, married to Maria do Rosario de
Oliveira, has 5 children, aged two months to eight. Having heard about what
was happening, Orinaldo did not want to risk having another child, so he took
his steps to avoid this. Well-armed, he called his friend Domingos Capistam
da Costa. Taking turns, he and his friend shared the work, and Domingos stood
outside the house, ready with a tin can to tap it if any luminous object should
appear.

Orinaldo stayed in bed, keeping awake, when all of a sudden, a light entered
the room. He says: "It was a strange sensation--the cold made one feel dizzy."
He awoke his wife and children. Outside, Domingos was hitting the can like mad.
But nobody found the strength to react or to move. They all felt that awful
dizziness and Orinaldo even believes that for some moments, he fainted. He
heard nothing more but could not take his eyes off the light, that came in many
colors. After recovering, he could still see the light in the windows and, by
fits and starts, started firing in all directions. After using up all his amm-
unition, he finally discovered his friend Domingos, who had fainted, leaning
against the water tank, Little by little, they both felt better and started
examining the 'sitio' (small farm), trying to discover where the light had come
from. Halfway out, they encountered a neighbor, Ataliba Pereira Filho, nick-
named "Pururuca," who was also armed and looking for the "Martian invaders."

After a short while, the light reappeared straight above Orinaldo's home, blink-
ing on and off, non-stop. This time he did not feel dizzy and he started firing
at it., It immediately took off at a great speed. Orinaldo ran into his home
and his wife and children were still feeling dizzy. Now he is in fear of her
having become pregnant, although he recognizes the fact that, if a child were to
be born, he would never be able to tell whether it was his own or that of some-
body from another planet.

Several Itacoatiara residents are saying that the present UFO invasion reminds
them of the Amazon leg “h. at. avarv nartv whare an Amazan
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Oliveira, has 5 children, aged two months to eight. Having heard about what
was happening, Orinaldo did not want to risk having another child, so he took
his steps to avoid this. Well-armed, he called his friend Domingos Capistam
da Costa. Taking turns, he and his friend shared the work, and Domingos stood
outside the house, ready with a tin can to tap it if any luminous object should
appear.

Orinaldo stayed in bed, keeping awake, when all of a sudden, a light entered
the room. He says: "It was a strange sensation--the cold made one feel dizzy."
He awoke his wife and children. Outside, Domingos was hitting the can like mad.
But nobody found the strength to react or to move. They all felt that awful
dizziness and Orinaldo even believes that for some moments, he fainted. He
heard nothing more but could not take his eyes off the light, that came in many
colors. After recovering, he could still see the light in the windows and, by
fits and starts, started firing in all directions. After using up all his amm-
unition, he finally discovered his friend Domingos, who had fainted, leaning
against the water tank, Little by little, they both felt better and started
examining the 'sitio' (small farm), trying to discover where the light had come
from. Halfway out, they encountered a neighbor, Ataliba Pereira Filho, nick-
named "Pururuca," who was also armed and looking for the "Martian invaders."

After a short while, the light reappeared straight above Orinaldo's home, blink-
ing on and off, non-stop. This time he did not feel dizzy and he started firing
at it., It immediately took off at a great speed. Orinaldo ran into his home
and his wife and children were still feeling dizzy. Now he is in fear of her
having become pregnant, although he recognizes the fact that, if a child were to
be born, he would never be able to tell whether it was his own or that of some-
body from another planet.

Several Itacoatiara residents are saying that the present UFO invasion reminds
them of the Amazon legend according to which, at every party where an Amazon
porpoise (boto) appears, that makes the women become pregnant. In the case
with the UPOs, they feel this is true, although it cannot be understood how such
a speedy pregnancy test could have been contrived, from Friday to yesterday (4
days).

Chief of Police Francisco das Chagas Oliveira declares he has been taking
ateans as regards these events, by listening to reports and sending a report



(continued from page 12)

Adilma Santos de Lima, 23, who lives in Arari at a small farm, appeared at

the police station saying she had been possessed by a shadow that was emitted
by one of the discs and is now preg Her husband, Severino Jose de Souza,
26, a very religious man, doesn't believe much of this story and has left home.
The police have already formed their opinion of him: "He's ignorant!" Several
witnesses appeared at Itacoatiara Police today to report what they had seen.
The UFOs look like a plate, they say, a meter and a half across, approximately.
They emit a multi-colored light that provokes "an agony," followed by fainting
spells and dizziness. The women become pregnant and the men start speaking in
a treble and stuttering after seeing it.

The Police Delegate Francisco das Chagas Oliveira says that since Friday week,
the sightings of flying s s have b more frequent. He gave the account
of a farmer who could not withstand the ague provoked by the object and attempt-
ed to kill himself with a stab in his heart. This man lives in Rio Urubus,
municipality of Silvis, south of Itacoatiara, and is presumed to be seriously
wounded and is interned in the local hospital.

A bad case was that of landworker Antonio Bento de Oliveira, 45, who, having
heard some noise in the chicken-pen, went out to see what it was and soon
after saw a UFO flying overhead, over his house, and emitting some rays of
light towards him. Antonio fainted and only recovered consciousness the next
day. At home, he tried to tell his wife, Ezilda, about what had happened to
him, but he started stuttering and then lost his voice. When he was finally
able to say something again, his voice came out in a treble. This happened
last Saturday and, up to the present, Antonio is afraid of leaving his home,
for he has always been regarded as a dauntless man, but now, with this thin,
piping voice, he is afraid about what people will think about himself and what
the voyager of the flying saucer did with him.

Adilma Santos de Lima told her neighbors that her husband had gone out to work
the land and she was alone at home when suddenly a light came in through the
window into her room., Before getting dizzy, she managed to see a strange in-
distinct shape—-a shadow--approach her bed. She fainted and only recovered
consciousness a long time later. This happened more than three weeks ago, and
Adilma says she went to the doctor and found out she was pregnant. She believes
her preg y was d by the shadow. Severino Jose de Souza believes none
of this, and has left home. The Police Chief is trying to find Severino, for
he thinks this might lead to a passion tragedy. According to him, Severino is
Jjust an ignorant boor.

Because of the situation, the mood in many of the small towns is of panic,
with most people well-armed, ready to fight off the dwellers of other planets.
The people gather together, and more than 20 families join in groups in one
place, huddling tcgether as well as they can.

One platoon of Military Police is scouring the countryside, another is trying
to discover where the lights originate; they are traveling to the Cumaru river,
to Risco island and to the Arari river, where there are constant cases of sight-
ings. Orders are to get hold of the objects, whatever happens, or to find out
if it is all a prank of some kind. The soldiers are finding this difficult,
because as scon as the soldiers approach one, at the slightest sound the UFO
disappears, emitting a ray of light.

The Police Delegate considers this a dramatic situation, especially in the vic-
inity of Silvis municipality, and he wonders what to do as regards the soaring
price of weapons; a gun now costs 200 thousand cruzeiros, which is a lot of
money, and the poor are forced to defend themselves with sticks, scythes and
fish-knives. A cautious father, living in the region of Urubu, locked his
17-year-old daughter up in her bedroom and covered the windowranes, standing on
guard so that whenever she has to leave the room some relative stays with her.

(TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: The above is such an absurdly incredible account that
people less aware of the incredible events that truly happen in our midst and
that are caused by UFOs would certainly discard the whole thing. Having trav-
eled to the Northeast of Brazil (though not yet as far as the Amazon), I may
suggest that such events as those described by the newspaper O DIA may in fact
have happened as described, with a margin of about 20% or less of imaginative
embroidery on the part of the reporter, Lights carrying sperma to fecundate
human women is something suggested in our classical religious paintings of the
past, and would be the explanation for many 'virginal' pregnancies described
in various religions, This is a theory propounded by some of the younger
Srazilian researchers who are active in the UFO field. — Irene Granchi.)

1) City and country of incidenmt: Vicinity of Las Anorias, Spain
2) Date of incident: February ?, 1979

3) Name of paper and date of clip: SUR, October 13, 1982

4) City and country of newspaper: Malaga, Spain

IN FEBRUARY 1979, IN A SMALL TOWN OF ALBACETE - A CAR, DRAGGED BACKWARDS 2
KM BY A UFO

Murcia - Two ufologists from a local UFO group at Yecla, Antonio Forte and
Jose Luis Minano, published today an article in the local newspaper LINEA
:Ib:ut the UFO experience of a young man, which they regard as very import-

On a night in February, 1979, Mr. Jose Cabanero was driving his car (a Seat
127) from Pozo Canadas to Las Anorias (Albacete) to visit his girlfriend.

When he was about 12 KM fram his destination, the driver saw in the sky a
bright red light which came down slowly until it was over the car.

According to the witness, the radio-cassette player in the car began to
malfunction until it stopped. After that, the witness lost consciousness
for 20 or 25 minutes. When he awoke, he was surprised to see that his car,
without changing gears, was moving backwards. It covered almost 2 KMs that
way. When it stopped, he ran to some nearby houses.

Both ufologists said in their study that the car stereo system wiring was
cut and that there was a small dent in the hood of the car. It is unknown
what :h- young man did or where he was during the period of time he was un-
conscious,

The witness of this UFO is a tractor driver and had never heard about UPOs
except on TV.

CREDIT: Luis R. Gonzalez

1) City and country of incident: Vejer de la Frontera, Cadiz, Spain
2) Date of incident: August ?, 1982

3) Name of paper and date of clip:
L) City and country of newspaper:

ABC, August 6, 1982
Madrid, Spain

NEAR VEJER - A STOCK-FARMER CLAIMS TO HAVE SEEN 2 EXTRATERRESTRIAL BEINGS -
THEY WORE HEADGEAR AND ENTERED A FLYING MACHINE

A stock-farmer, whose initials are A.N., claims to have seen a UFO and two
very tall beings wearing metallic-like overalls with big headgear, in the
surroundings of Vejer de la Frontera (Cadiz), according to "Buropa Press"
newswire servica.

The witness, who lives at Najera, says that the two beings were about 2.5
meters tall. The sighting took place in the road between Vejer de la Fron-
tera and Medina Sidonia. In his account, he describes how these two beings,
who came very close to him, returned to a nearby UFO that lifted up and de-
parted towards Medina Sidonia.

CREDIT: Michael Hesemann

1) City and country of incidemt: Dorlar, West Germany

2) Date of incident: October 15, 1982

3) Name of paper and date of clip: BILD, October 20, 1982
L) City and country of 2, West G

paper: Ty

"IN THE POREST NEXT DOOR TWO UFOs HAVE LANDED" by Jochen Herzog

Dorlar (North Hessen), October 20. - At 20:03, watching the news, EDEKA-trader
Heinrich Farber (65) was sitting in front of his TV set when somebody drummed
his fists on the door. Two neighbor boys stood outsides
in the forest over there!"

"Look, Mr. Firber,

Heinrich Parber told BILD: “In the forest next door I saw a flashing light,
coming from two spots (points). Then the two balls rose side by side, hovered,
then started speeding faster, passing over our village eastwards."

Nearly half an hour later, his wife, Auguste (57), saw the two shining balls
shooting away over the village.

"Without a doubt, UPOs, probably unmanned objects," the German researcher and
best-selling author Johannes Freiherr von Buttlar ("THE UPO PHENOMENON") stat-
ed. He is further convinced the shining flying objects even landed on the
garage-gateway of the Mlitzke couple from Dorlar.

Erika Mlitzke (30) suddenly awoke in the night at 2:15 A.M.: "I heard a strange
buzzing, then a whistling and hooting, slowly fading.® The next morning, her
husband Reinhard found strange traces on the pavement of the garage-gateway:
"Twelve | foot, 3 inch (LO centimeter) wide semicircles.* Johannes von Buttlar
explained: "Those traces result from UFOs making swinging movements like fall-
ing leaves. They were found in Australia, England and America.®

BURNING TRACES ON THE FIELD

He has investigated one paving-stone: "The magnetic field did displace it by
4O degrees, because of a strange force-field, unknown to us."

If he is right, a UFO landed in the early sumer in Dorlar also. Only 150 metars
away from the house of the Mlitzkes, the farmer Karl Ellenberg (55) found burning
traces. Strangely, "the ground doesn't absorb water at this place," von Buttlar
sald.

1) City and country of incident: Mar del Plata, Argentina
2) Date of incidemt: September 25, 1982
3) Name of paper and date of clip: TELAM newswire service, September 26, 1982

EARLY RISER UFO

Several neighbors from San Isidro, a suburb of Mar del Plata, claim "to have
witnessed the motions of a UFO during the early dawn." According to Esla
Campos, Maria Teresa Salserino and Miguel Angel Flores, the motions of the
UFO began about midnight and later the phenomenon could be seen again at dawn
in other suburbs of the city, Los Troncos, San Lorenzo and Guenes.

The witnesses said that "the UFO had a bright color, 3 landing gears and a
flaming yellow tail," also something like neon lights. They added that "it
hovered for several minutes and suddenly departed quickly toward the South."

1) City and country of ineident: Hamburg, West Germany

2) Date of incident: October 24 - November 6, 1982

3) Name of paper and date of clip: BILD, November 8, 1982
4) City and country of newspaper: Hamburg, West Germany

UFO - AT NIGHT OVER HAMBURG - EVEN SEEN BY 2 POLICEMEN by Monika Muhlise

An Unknown Flying Object (UFO) shocked the population of the eastern suburbs
of H 8. October 24 and late Saturday evening, the bright glowing
craft appeared for a few times between the suburbs of Reinbek and Barsbuttel.
The Reinbek Police and the Operations Center at Bad Oldeslohe received call
after call, All claimed having seen the UFO.

Bat

"At 21:00 Mr, informed us by telephone that he had just seen an Unknown
Flying Object in the sky..."-——so the registration in the police report begins
on October 24L. Later: "According to corresponding statements, the UFO was a
bright shining object with red and green lights."

Doing their duty, Constables Dirk Hoppe (24) and Wolfgang Zymelka (24) wrote
up the reports, but they grinned at them. Then, 25 minutes later, they could
not believe their own eyes. At 200 meters above the ground, the UFO, bigger
than a plane and box-shaped, circled around the Sachsenwald skyscraper in
Reinbek.

On Saturday, the UFO appeared in Barsbuttel, again at 21:00. This time, the
mercantile agent Joachim Weidemann (31) detected the bright light in the dark-
nees from his flat near the Hansetor. In company with his girl friend Heike
S. (19) and two neighbors, he observed it for five minutes. "We heard a low
whistling," Joachim Weidemann told us, "our little rabbit went crazy, the
neighbor's dog 'Blacky' barked loudly and the TV had sound disturbances."

1) City and country of incident: Quebada de Murmuntani, Chile

2) Date of incident: September 7, 1982

3) Name of paper and date of clip: France Press newswire service, September
16, 1982

Arica, Chile, Sept. 26. = A UFO hovered for several minutes over the foothills
plateau bordering with Bolivia, frightening the small town of Quebrada de Mur-
muntani, as it was reported today in Arica.

The strange UPO was seen by the half-hundred inhabitants of this remote town
which lies at 3300 meters above sea level and 120 KM from Arica.

"The night was pitch dark and suddenly, from behind one of the surrounding
peaks, appeared a UFO flying at low level, with a bright orange glow," said
Nicolas Choque, one witness.

He added that the UFO moved forward about 100 meters, then backwards, forward
again up to half the previous distance, turned left, then right, and disappear-
ed five minutes later.

“The bright glow frightened my animals that ran away," said this witness to
the police, in this little town, 2050 KM north of Samtiago.

1) City and country of inecident: Hamburg, West Germany
2) Date of incident: November 5 - November 8, 1982

3) Name of paper and date of clip: BILD, November 9, 1982
4) City and country of newspaper: Hamburg, West Germany

HUNTER SAW THE SACHSENWALD UFO by Monika Muhlise and Andreas Jost

More and more Hamburgers having seen the UFO over Northern Germany last week
are reporting their observations., (BILD reported about it yesterday.)

One of them was hunter Uwe Obertop (40) from Hammoor near Bargteheide. Last
Friday, he had driven to Kasseburg (near Sachsenwald) with two friends, pre-
paring to hunt. He reported: "At 2:00 a.m., I suddenly saw a golden shining
thing which moved in my direction from Sachsenwald. I saw it through my bin-

oculars, It was a UFO, fifteen meters long and six meters wide, oval and
surrcunded by a shining halo.,” His two friends observed the bright object
also,

Bus driver Sabine Lesch claimed to have seen a UFO yesterday morning when stop-
ping her bus at a traffic light in Bramfeld. It was bright and quadrangular,

with red and green lights. Mrs. Lesch said, "When I saw the UFO, the radio
equipment of my bus was disturbed." I3

"Saturday at 21:00, I saw a bright shin-
It moved back and forth for

Housewife Hella W. (45) from Osdorf:
ing thing through the window of our living room.
five minutes, then suddenly disappeared.”
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Is that ‘monster’ in Flathead Lake
fact — or fiction

By ROSS DUNNIGAN

BIGFORK — Ever since man first came face to face with a
living monster, probably a giant dinosaur of ancient times,
tales and legends of dragons, water bulls, great worms and
other huge creatures still living have been told and retold.

Areas where these nightmarish serpents dwell always are
imagined as fog-shrouded bogs and lakes in Ireland and Scot-
land or steaming jungles of the ‘‘Lost World” deep in South
America or darkest Africa.

Who would ever in their wildest dreams picture the ever-
green-clad mountains of western Montana with its ‘‘big sky’
and pure water as the home of an unknown giant lake creature?

But it’s true, according to hundreds of witnesses who have
reported seeing the Flathead Lake ‘‘monster.”

IN ANCIENT TIMES stories of monsters of the deep were not
spoken of but carved on rocks and woven into tapestries.
Dragons always were slain by dashing knights with magical
swords. A study of Bronze Age art leaves little doubt that mon-
sters of deep-water lakes often were seen by members of those
ancient civilizations.

Interesting sightings of monsters have occurred throughout
the world. Many came from northern areas and cold-water
lakes. Most famous is the Loch Ness monster of Scotland.
Sightings of “Nessie’” in May 1969 on sonar by Robert E. Love
Jr., stands out as a new scientific verification of the existence
of some type of large animate object in this long narrow lake.

In Ireland the largest lake in Connemara County is Lough
Mask. Stories and legends of dragon-like creatures go back for
centuries. The last sighting reported from this lake was in June
1963 at 9:15 a.m. on a calm sunny day by A.R. Lawrence of Tul-
lamore. The object, as in many sightings over the world, con-
sisted of two (sometimes three) black humps moving slowly
across the bay at a distance of about 250 yards. The head and
tail were never seen but the humps were judged to be 5 or 6
feet in length.

John Alfred Jordan, in his book ‘‘Elephants & Ivory,” re-
ported seeing a 15-foot creature with large scales and the color-
ing of a leopard in the Maggori River, Africa, in 1900. The ani-
mal was called “Dongonek’” by the Wanderobo tribe in that
area. Descnbed as having a ‘‘massive flat head with a palr of
large fangs,” it often had been seen by the natives.

FLATHEAD in northwestern Montana is the largest, natural,
freshwater lake west of the Mississippi River. It is 28 miles
long and has an 185-mile shoreline. Formed by glaciers 10,000
years ago, it’s 300-400-foot depth and sparsely inhabited shore-
line leave the lake’s giant lots of running room.

Ancient Indian legends tell of the old ones crossing the
frozen lake and coming to a large pair of what appeared to be
elk antlers stuck in the ice. When several women tried to re-
move the horns, a giant creature broke up through the ice and
devoured one of the women.

The first modern-day sighting of the Flathead monster possi-
bly came in the year 1923, when the Willcox family from
Somers was trying to find some household furnishings that had
gotten away from them on the lake. What they thought to be a
large log along side their boat suddenly flipped it’s tail and dis-
appeared into the lake.

MANY SIGHTINGS were reported almost every year after that.
On May 27, 1937, L.J. Elkins watched in disbelief as a broad-
headed creature about 7 feet long swam down the lower Flat-
head River below the bridge at Polson, site of the big lake’s
natural outlet.

Capt. N.A. Palmer, retired sea captain, on Sunday, Aug. 28,
1947 saw a huge fish or creature swimming and diving up and
down. At the time E.R. Swart was visiting Palmer and both
men watched whatever it was for several minutes.

Many people have tried fishing for the monster with no suc-
cess, except possibly two.

P.J. Sears, visiting from Palouse, Wash., said he rigged up a
steel 3/16 cable with a test strength of 2,100 pounds to a baited
line on a steel barrel with a heavy U-bolt. Later during the
same day, when he went to check the line, he found everything
gone. The barrel later was discovered half a mile away, float-
ing without the cable or U-bolt.

C. LESLIE GRIFFITH, who was livinF at the small town of
Dayton on the southwestern side of the lake, decided to fish for
whatever was causing all the fuss. He rigged some heavy
seagoing tackle and, using eel bait, set out. He fished all over
the Big Arm area of the lake for three days with no success.

On the evening of May 27, 1955, Griffith hung something
huge on his line at about 9 p.m. in the spot on the lake near
Dayton known as the Cromwell Deep. For five hours he was
towed around the lake until he was able to land the creature,
bringing it in on the beach of Flathead Lake State Park at 2 in
the morning. It was a giant white sturgeon, 7 feet long and
weighing 181 pounds and the only fish like it ever caught in
Flathead Lake.

So it appeared that the so-called monster of the lake was cap-
tured. People came from all over to see the huge fish. (It was
mounted and now hangs in the Polson museum.) But several

who had claimed to have seen the monster in the lake said, ‘‘No
this is not what we saw. What we saw was much bigger and
much darker.”

Griffith's whole story was later proved a hoax.

TWO WEEKS LATER on June 13, 1955 two more sightings were
reported. Mr. and Mrs. Howard Gilbert of the east shore saw
two large black objects swimming close to shore. They watched
them for several minutes. At the time the Niel DeGolier family,
driving on the east shore highway, stopped to see if they could
help solve what they thought was an overturned-boat problem.
They also watched the objects swim for several minutes.

On Saturday, June 15, 1963 no fewer than a dozen people saw
the monster moving in an undulating motion off Finley point on
the east shore. It was thought to be a large log until it started
to move. It was reported by Joe and Helen Stevens of the Finley
Point Store.

Sightings and speculations continued.

MONSTERS or giant sturgeon are known to reach 3,000 pounds
on the Danube River in Europe. Biologists say sturgeons are
living fossils, which have ignored evolution for 200 million
years. But it’s nearly 1,500 miles from an ocean to Flathead
Lake.

Sturgeons still survive in Lake Shasta, Calif., even though
the dam that stops their passage to the ocean was built 30 years
ago. In 1964 sturgeons were found in Wisconsin’s Chain-of-
Lakes, where they were never known to exist before.

THERE WERE MORE sightings. June 16, 1965, the New York
Times carried an article by Warren Brier of Missoula on the
sighting by Mr. and Mrs. Dean Howell of a huge black object
between Bird Island and the east shore. *‘It went up and down,
splashing a large smooth wake.’’ There is certain credence for
a monster to come from this lake, Brier wrote, as ‘‘Montana is
virtually a graveyard for dinosaurs.”

Could descendants of a prehistoric beast possibly have con-
tinued to breed in Flathead Lake? Or is it possible that some
type of creature, very old and like the giant crocodile of Africa
with no natural enemies and able to live almost forever, dwells
there?

On June 20, 1973 a sighting was reported off Safety Bay in
the narrows of Flathead Lake. Four Missoula fishermen were
trolling for salmon (small land-locked variety) when they spot-
ted three strange black objects moving through the water, leav-
ing large wakes. It was their first sighting.

A SIGHTING on July 26, 1973 was reported by Joanne Sagmill-
er, who had been accompanied by four children, aged 6 to 11.
They watched ‘‘three humps’’ about 200 yards from them for 20
minutes. Sagmiller never before had seen the monster but had
heard stories of them for years. This sighting was one of many
in the Finley Point area.

Few sightings were reported in the next few years. However
Eileen Seal of Woods Bay, on the northeastern end of the lake,
for several years in a row saw a large black object surface and
swim around the bay. The last time, she said, was in May of
1978. The lake was flat, calm like a piece of glass with no wind
or even a breeze. Suddenly a large, long black object rose from
the lake and started swimming slowly south on the surface but
still mostly submerged.

The thing made a complete circle and then headed south
once more out of the bay and disappeared under the water. A
large wake was all that remained, splashing and slapping up
against pilings and docks. This was the last reported sighting
of the strange object known as the Flathead Lake monster.

Impossible? Maybe — if you discount all these reports.
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Marfa lights: a glimmering mystery

_ward Marfa.
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S ome nights, they say, balls of light bounce
playfully across Mitchell Flat, southeast of
Marfa, in West Texas. For 100 years folks have
called these glowing specters “‘Ghost
Lights.”

By PAT HENRY
staff

Times writer

I was lured to Marfa by the Ghost Lights, one of the most
_lalriguing mysteries explored in The Times series, They Went

ataway.

Out-of-towners take these apparitions much more seriously
mw‘nd-m. who generally report friendly vibrations from

ts.

‘“They're just out there. They've always been there,” Rachel
Nixon told me. Rachel, one of Marfa's young matrons, repre-
sents the fourth generation of Marfans to grow up with, court
by and circulate stories about the Ghost Lights.

Old-timer Lee Plumbley used to laugh over the tall tales
people told about the Ghost Lights.

*“In fact, I've spun a few myself,” he'd say.

His widow, Julia Plumbley, credits Lee with creating national
interest, which has blinked on and off since World War II.

I called her for an interview.

‘“Have you had dinner?”” Mrs. Plumbley asked. She enter-
tained me in her home on a shady, quiet street and told me
about the Ghost Lights.

‘‘Lee Plumbley was no more authority than anyone else,” she
said, laughing.

Mrs. Plumbley's father, Robert Ellison, reported the first
sightings. In 1883, Robert, 16, helped move 3,000 head of cattle,
unloaded from the railroad in Murphyville (now Alpine),
through Paisano Pass. Robert noticed starlike flickers against
the backdrop of the Chinati Mountains and on the horizon to-
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Lee was a building contractor. Julia worked in the Paisano
Hotel. They met young fliers from all over the United States.
Lee told one group about the lights. From then on, he became
the authority, going out with Ghost Lights search parties.

“Night after night, we would take people out there. It was a
comical thing, really. Airplanes and jeeps — you ought to talk to
Fritz Kahl out at the municipal airport. He was a flight in-
structor then.”

I asked Mrs. Plumbley what the lights looked like.

“They're not spectacular. They’re not glamorous. You have

to look close to see them. They are small, rather ethereal..

Maybe there'll be one at first. Then there'll be two, never more
than three,” she said.

I asked her what caused the Ghost Lights.

“Every theory has a ‘but,' "’ she said.

They could be mercury vapor lights or car lights — but her
father saw them a cen ago.

They could be swamp fire — but there are no swamps on
Mitchell Flat.

They could be radiation from mineral deposits — but the
Ghost Lights skip around.

““We kinda hope they’ll remain a mystery,” Mrs. Plumbley
said. Her eyes twinkled. “One story goes ... "

LR

rancher was lost in a blinding storm in the Chinati
Mountains. He saw a light, always just ahead of him,
and he followed it to the shelter of a cave. When the
storm stopped, he emerged from his sheltet — and looked
straight down into a canyon.
The light had saved his life.

North of to:dn is ifi“h Municipal Airport, surrounded by
wind, birds and prairie.

Manager Fritz Kahl stays busy. Area ranchers need quick
transportation to Midland or El Paso. Then, too, Marfa is

the gateway to the Big Bend, and some places in thatconn
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““We were young kids and, socillinn%; we'd hear this. We saw
the lights a lot of times because at night we'd sit in aircraft on
the ground and grade students as they made their landings.

“I don't think there’s any question about the lights being
there, not that I can pin them down. They are dull, not focused, a
soft yellow to a soft red, to other ¢ff-colers. There is some verti-
cal movement, but more horizontal. I never felt hostility from
them. As far as I'm concerned, they’'re kind of friendly.”

Kahl denies stories that flying students, spotting the lights,
dropped sacks of flour over Milchell’s Flat. So far as Kahl
knows, the lights have never beén seen from the air.

He'd like to see a serious inv ation. In the late 1970s, he
helped a Sul Ross State University physics professor conduct an
informal and unsuccessful hunt.

To date, no one has made scintific observations. For in-
stance, under what climactic conditions do the lights seem to

appear?

““The lights have never been triangulated. 1 suppose with
mogem equipment you could get a readout on them,” Kahl
said.

Of all the theories offered, Kahl favors St. EImo’s fire — static
electricity, heavy in that area. Cowboys have seen St. Elmo’s
fire glowing on the horns of cattle at night. Pilots see it on their
aircraft. It's scary, but not unusual.

“The lights are not an outstanding phenomenon. Shoot,
they’ve got all kinds of lights in Louisiana and Alabama and on
the Gulf Coast. But the lights are a local phenomenon.”

1 got the idea that Kahl meant that the Ghost Lights are the
best show in town.

L
hey say pilots, blinded by the Ghost Lights, have crashed
I into the mountains. People searching for the lights have
disappeared, leaving behind the charred remains of their
vehicles — that’s what they say, although no documentation for
these tales exists.

Somebody started the rumor that the ghost of Adolph Hitler is

out there, signaling for lost prisoners of war.
LN ]

The word is that the Ghost Lights originate on Kenneth and
Chicora Mellard’s ranch. I drove 17 miles out there.

South on U.S. 67, the road to Presidio, Texas; turned left,
crossed five cattle guards — this country that seemed peopled
by yucca the size of extraterrestials. That afternoon, lightning-
flecked clouds, straight out of Steven Spielberg movie, were
rolling in from the Chinatis.

Mrs. Mellard offered me iced tea.

‘‘Heavenly day, it really is a mystery,” Mrs. Mellard said. A
former schoolteacher, she and her husband have lived in the
area more than 40 years.“What would you say, Papa?”

Mellard thinks the Ghost Lights originate on high ridges of the
old Simpson property adjoining his ranch. During the Sul Ross
investigation he had held a flashlight on his porch.

“‘In this high country of ours, they could see it 35 miles, the
way the crow flies,” he told me.

The Mellards’ son, Courtney Mellard of Fort Davis, thinks the
clear atmosphere accounts for the so-called lights.

‘At times you can see so far it's unreal,’ he said. “I've seen
80 or 90 miles when it's clear. All the lights I've seen down this
way I've known where they were,"” he said, sipping his iced tea.
“But I know this geologist ...

As I drove back to the highway, I remembered the geologist’s
statement, filed with Marfa Junior Historians’' material in the
Marfa Library. Ten years ago, intrigued by the Ghost Lights, he
and a friend had played tag with them on Nopal Road, which
cuts across Mitchell Flat. One light, the size of a soccer ball
aoxered about 500 feet from them, ‘‘just daring us to chase

“The Spielberg clouds caught up with me. Thunder rumbled. 1
hit a wall of rain and the rest of the world disappeared ...
L 3

FOs? In “Tales of the Big Bend,” Eltoy Miles, retired

protessor of English at Sul Ross Statflniversity. rec-

ords nearly 80 folk stories about the lights. Some-
one told him —

On Mitchell Flat is an invisible barrier to another dimension.
The lights are glimpses into that dimension. People disappear
out there into limbo.

L

Ranch wife Jane Shirley thinks the Marfa Chamber of Com-
merce should play up the Ghost Lights as if they were a natural
resource, maybe build a lookout tower for tourists.

Mrs. Shirley’s living room, in her house on the edge of Marfa,
was a cozy refuge from the rain. She sai

“I always kind of spoofed everybody. When we'd gt out there,

MONROE COUNTY SUN, Clarendon, AR - Sept. 23, 1982

It has been a long time since
anyone has even thought about
the story of “Bigfoot,” but last
Sunday some pretty large foot-
prints were found just north of
Clarendon in the Cache River
Bottoms.

When two young boys came in
the office and told us about the
tracks they had found, we
were quite skeptical, but their
excitement was more than we
could bear. When the Sun
photographer saw the prints it

Is There Really Such
A Thing As Bigfoot?

really made us wonder, is this a
hoax or could it be?

The two boys that found the
tracks are Kenneth Ritter and
Johnny Mealler and they did!
measure the tracks. The foot-
prints were 14% inches long, 6%
inches wide and 2% inches
deep.

Even if it turns out to be a
hoax, there were sure a lot of
excited people interested in
them.

it would be cold or wet or foggy. Well, this one night we turned in
at the old air base — "

Shirley stroked Seis on the heck and chuckled again.

""Here comes a light, a red one, then a blue one, then a green
one. They'd rise up and go back and split.”

The display was the prettiest his wife had seen. Another carload of
dpectators got out of their car and sat on the hood to watch.

‘“You don’t think it's going to ge
everybody. This is my theory —

! you or anything. It just intrigues

Shirley paused to congratulate son-in-law Gene Nixon on his
second-place roping trophy. He continued:

*“This country is highly mineralized. If there’s any kind of mineral
that gives off phosphorescence, and the way heat waves distort things-
-= well, you know, a lightning bug is a phenomenon to me.

"“We’ll stop in again some night and just make sure.”

bought a ranch in Ghost Lights country. The realtor hadn’t

I n Marfa, folks are circulating the story about the couple who

mentioned the lights.
The rancher told me, “We've seen them at might, like a Christ-
mas tree lamp, sort of orange. The real estate man said, ‘Oh,.
yeah, they're right there on your place.’ "’
The rancher insisted the lights “‘aren’t that big a deal.” What
reaily disturbs him are sightseers in the middle of the night.
That’s why I agreed not to use the coupie’s names or the location of

their ranch.

“But I'll sure give you the name of that real estate man,” the

rancher said.

By then, it was dusk and still drizzlin,
1 drove out Highway 87-90 toward

L ]

Af{)ine and turned in at the

i

Zoogp:

white gate that marks the entrance to the old airbase. I leaned
my elbows on the iron fence and stared across Mitchell Flat.

The airbase, almost leveled, was a blank, lost in
sion of time. inst
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‘Bigfoot’ means big
bucks for tiny town

WILLOW CREEK, Calif. (AP) — “Bigfoot”
means big bucks for this tiny Northern
California hamlet, its town park graced by a
10-foot-high wooden statue of the huge, hairy
man-beast said to lurk in rugged mountains
hereabouts.

For about 15 years “Bigfoot Days,” sched-
uled this year for the Sept 46 Labor Day
weekend, has drawn increasingly larger
crowds of people who leave behind increasing
larger sums of money with local merchants.

People fascinated by recurring bigfoot tales
won't be let down — because one of the long-
armed beasts, also known as sasquatch, will
be.in the town that bills itself as the “Bigfoot
Capital of the World.”

Actually, it's going to be Dave Martinez, a 6-
foot-5-inch, 300-pound local bartender and
beer truck driver who dons a costume and
spends the holiday chasing girls and “scaring
children out of seven year’s growth,” accord-
ing to a local Chamber of Commerce spokes-
woman.

Martinez, adds Chamber secretary Eunice
Marcum, “makes the best bigfoot you ever saw
in yo\’lrr life. He's huge, and he fits the costume
toaT”

The town plans a parade, a dance, a tug-of-
war, egg tosses and other somehow unsas-
quatchlike events — except perhaps for a
mud-wrestling contest. Up to 7,000 people are
expected to show up in the town of about 2,800

of one of the mythical creatures.

Kourier publisher Jess Garst, a former
composing room supervisor for the Los Ange-
les Times, says he’s “not exactly too strong a
believer in bigfoot myself. But I don’t play it
down much.”

“Why should It? It's interesting, it's good for
b:ainus, and I can’t prove it's not true,” he
adds.

Garst periodically prints accounts of sas-
quatch sitings or related stories — including
reports that tend to pooh-pooh the legend. He
says people from all over the country take the
weekly paper “for no other reason butte keep
up on bigfoot.”

Unlike Garst, Mrs. Marcum takes sasquatch
accounts more seriously — even tho she
admits “Bigfoot Days” is not inte: to
advance any anthropological studies of the
creature and is done “strictly for promotion
and fun.”

She says there are many, many reports of
sightings or other developments that indicate
the beast actually does inhabit the rugged,
forested: mountains around here — includiag
one from her late husband.

Mrs. Marcum says her husband’s logging
crew once deserted him in the woods after
coming upon a site were full, heayy oil drums
were stored — but had been “tossed over the
side of the mountain like someone had been

CALIFORNIA BIGFOOT—A 10-foot-high wooden image of the
“Bigfoot” creature stands watch over the Willow, Calif. home of the
Bigfoot Days Festival, to be held from Sept. 4-6. Local residents hope
the mythical hairy man-beast will draw big bucks to the town's
coffers during the festival. AP Laserphoto

residents — and spend up to $12,000.
" The “Bigfoot Capital of the World” claim is
emblazoned on the masthead of the local
newspaper, the Kourier, along with a drawing

SUN, Calgary, Alberta, Canada - Sept. 5, 1982

‘We’ve seen Loch Ness Monster’

By JOHN GRADON
Staff Writer
Jennifer Bruce stood on the drizzle-swept shores of Scotland’s Loch
Ness and playfully shouted into the breeze: ‘‘Here Nessie ... here
Nessie.”
And she took a picture of Urquhart Castle barely visible through the
mist.

Now Bruce, 22, wonders if the legendary critter called
Nessie didn't answer her call. So does her mom, Calgary
schoolteacher Norma, who was with her on the Scotland trip.

For in the snapshot appears the familiar shape of the
monster that has made Loch Ness a Mecca for scientists
and tourists.

The Sunday Sun is sending the photo to the Loch Ness
Manster Museum, which promises to have it officially

analysed.

Norma Bruce doesn’t insist the picture shows Nessie, but
she does insist whatever it is is no hoax.

The picture shows the distinct outline of a smail pointed
head atop a long, sloping neck rising above the loch’s

A few weeks ago I visited her for the first time since the k-
trip,” explains Norma. ‘‘She showed me her photo album g
and there was the picture. -

**She’d put a captien over it saying ‘Nessie?'. I was ex- GORDON BRUCE with wife
cited about it. I thought straight off it just might be the real Norma (inset) . .. took this
Nessie. picture of ‘Nessie’.

playing games with them.”

NEWS TRIBUNE, Tacoma, WA - Oct. 24, 1982 CR: J. Moseley

Prof says print details prove it’s Sasquatch

VANCOUVER, B.C. (AP) —
Footprint casts taken after a re-
ported Sasquatch sighting near the
Oregon-Washington border show
skin ridges and furrows like those
found only on higher primates, an
anthropologist says.

The fine detail on the casts is
evidence of the authenticity of the
lengendary, ape-like creature that
is said to roam furtively through-
out the Pacific Northwest, said
Grover Krantz, an associate pro-
fessor of anthropology at Wash-
ington State University.

Such a creature reportedly was
sighted June 10 in the Blue Moun-
tains by a former U.S. Forest Ser-
vice patrolman. i

“The ridge and furrow pattern

is something, I'm afraid for a
number of reasons, seems to be
beyond the ability of anybody to
fake,” Krantz said at a news con-
ference Friday.

“All the animals that could have
been there have different struc-
tures, a different type of skin on
the sole of the foot. Primates have
dermal ridges.”

Krantz said the arch pattern of
the ridges and the narrow furrows
were “exactly the kind you'd ex-
pect in a primate.” He also said
the casts show some distinctive
movement of the toes.

Krantz is a founding member of
the International Society of Cryp-
tozoology, the science of hidden
animals like the Loch Ness mon-

ster and Sasquatch, also known as
Bigfoot.

The footprint casts were taken
by forest service personnel June
10 after Paul Freeman reported
seeing an unidentified animal in a
northern Oregon watershed just
across the state line from Walla
Walla. A week later, Freeman and
another patrolman reported find-
ing new tracks on the Washington
side of the border.

Freeman, who resigned one
month after the sighting because
of publicity over the incident, says

he feels vindicated by Krantz’s.

findings and claims he will hunt
for the creature “until I find one.”
In advancing his claim of au-

thenticity, Krantz said the area in
which the prints were found was
inaccessible to the public and that
the stride between the prints and
their depth indicated the creature
was more than eight feet tall and
weighed about 750 pounds.

While there is “nothing remark-
ably new” in this, the information
combined with the existence of
the dermal ridges makes the
sighting more believable than oth-
ers, Krantz said.

The casts are the first of the
thousands that have been made
over the years to clearly show
dermal ridges, Krantz said. He at-
tributed that to the good mud the.
prints were found in.

That story and dozens more will no doubt be
told on the streets and in the bars of Willow
Creek during the upcoming “Bigfoot Days.”
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WSU's Grover Krantz poses with a footprint — from a sasquatch?

Sasquatch ‘phenomenon’ called real;
‘Let’s not pretend they don’t exist’

By TERESA TSALAKY

Of the Chronicle

Take several hundred reports of sightings of
huge, hairy, man-like animals in forested areas
of the Northwest.

Mix in some large footprints and handprints.

Add one anthropology professor from Wash-
ington State University and one from the Uni-
versity of Idaho.

Blend a generous portion of scientific curiosi-
ty together with a sprinkle of myth.

Fhe result?

A systematic, detailed study of sasquatch.

Roderick Sprague sits in his office in the Ul
anthropology building. On one wail hangs a
poster with a cartoon drawing of a sasquatch.
An uprooted tree occupies one of its hands, and a
screaming female camper in a sleeping bag oc-
cupies the other.

“OFF LIMITS,” the poster warns. “This area
protected by BIGFOOT REPELLENT . .. If you
confront him while hiking, a bit of repelient
tossed between his toes will turn the brute into a
whimpering 10 inches.”

No, Sprague says, there is no such thing as
bigfoot repellent.

ut is there such a thinﬁ as sasquatch?
Sprague opened a book to a series of photo-
raphs — the “Patterson film” - taken in 1967 in
luff Creek, Calif. The film showed a gigantic,
u;:gght animal dashing through a clearing in the
w i

s

“The people at (Walt) Disney said there was
only one place in the world that could have unde-
tectibly doctored the film to look like that,”
Sprague said. “And they said they didn’t do it.

“The odds are that it exists."”

But Sprague won't say flatly that it does.

“All I'm saying is, let's not pretend it doesn't,”
Sﬁraguc said. ;'It exists in people’s minds. The
phenomenon is real whether you believe in the
physical animal or not.

“So why ignore it? We can at least look at it
!rlom a sociological point of view if nothing
else.”

WSU's Grover Krantz is a bit less skeptical:

“I'm virtually convinced they exist. What I've
found can't be explained any other way.”

If one or more sasquatch do exist, why haven’t
sightings been positively verified? Why do we
hear about them but never see them?

“Suppose someone told'you he'd seen an ani-
mal that goes around cutting down trees and
building dams, and that slaps its tail in the water
as a warning when the tree is about to fall,”
Sprague says, pausing to grin.

“Have you ever heard of a beaver?”

Is it unusual to have two professors within
eight miles of each other scientifically studying

uatch? .
“It's not unusual,” says Sprague. “It's unique.”

“Whether we are willing to acknowledge that
there may indeed be such a living thing as a
sasquatch, the fact remains that as anthropolo-
gists we have an obligation to study the sociolog-
ical and -anthropological implications of the be-
lief systems which contain or encourage the
continuation of such beliefs,” Sprague wrote in
““The Scientist Looks at Sasquatch.”

The book, published by University Press of
Idaho, is a collection of articles written by
American and Russian scientists, including
many college professors, and edited by Sprague
and Krantz.

All but one of the nine authors say there is at
least a possibility that huge, primate-like ani-
mals occupy some of the heavily forested re-
gions of the world.

The dissenter, Richard Beeson, a UI anthro-
pology and sociology professor, writes:

“What the sasquatch represents, I believe, is a
modern form of myth, and we are privileged to
be able to see it in the making ... Like most
myth, there is the freedom of improvisation apd
opportunity to participate in this creation. There
is the breaking out of the bonds of the usual

The other authors go beyond arguing about
whether sasquatch exist.

Instead they discuss the best way to catch a
sasquatch, whether or not one should be taken
alive or killed, the best approach to sasquatch
identification.

Krantz, for instance, advocates the killing of a
sasquatch because he believes it would be al-
most impossible to take one alive.

He is criticized by a Seattle scientist, Jon
Beckjord, who writes: “Because these reports
feature hairy bodies, and not hairless bodies, we
have persons who feel this is a license to shoot
first and ask questions afterward. ... I deplore
this form of scientific arrogance.”

And the Russian scientist writes that he is
against not only killing but any kind of violence
against the creature.

Krantz still insists a sasquatch must be killed.
However, he warns sasquatch hunters to be cer-
tain it is not a human being dressed in a fur suit.

“I have already seen four films of %eople in
fur suits purporting to be sasquatches,” he
writes, “and have heard about still others.”

Krantz and Sprague say they're frustrated
with “the lunatic fringe” who take credence
away from scientific study.

“A guy from Seattle who's nuts calls me all
the time to try to prove (sasquatch) are extrater-
restrial,” Sprague said.

While some people are studying sasquatch be-
havior, Krantz believes that until physical evi-
dence is available, “these studies are almost as
useless as investigating the sex life of unicorns.”

One problem in gathering information about
sasquatch, Sprague said, is that the amateurs
who made sasquatch-hunting popular (“because

DAVID LEDFORD of the Chronicle

they're such a weird bunch”) are fighting among
themselves and jealously guarding their infor-
mation.

Unlike the amateurs, scientists — at least
those willing to admit they study sasquatch —
are anxious to combine efforts and share re-
search with other professionals. T2,

But there are many who fear ridicule from the
scientific community and therefore won't dis-
cuss their involvement in sasquatch study. .

“There’s no question Krantz has suffered loss
of gromotion because of his beliefs,” vSJ»rague
said. “He’s still an associate professor. With the
amount of research he’s done and material he’s
published, he should be a full professor.”

"I was chairman of the department for 12
years,” he said. “They weren't about to argue
with me.”

A 1977 survey of 70 people who study
sasquatch, conducted by Ron Westrom of East-
ern Michigan University, confirmed the difficul-
ties of doing sasquatch research in an academic
environment.

Seven of the 16 academic respondents to the
survey asked for anorzmity. None of the non-
academic respondents did.

But sasquatch research in the academic world
continues — in full swing.

More and more scientists are becoming inter-
ested, and willing to acknowledge the possibility
that sasquatch exist.

As Sprague says: “Who are we to question it?”

But we know beavers exist. People who report
a sasquatch could be lunatics, glory hounds or
near-sighted.

Though there has been an upsurge in recent
years in sasquatch sightings (reported sightings
in the Northwest total about 1,000), Krantz esti-
mates 50 percent are invalid.

“They either see another animal or they lie
::&ut it to get their names in the newspaper,” he

Krantz says sasquatch feet are not just exag-
gerated human feet.

“They've been modified to carry much
weight,” he said, “and I don’t think any hoaxster
would be able to figure that out.” .

Of the only known set of sasquatch handprints,
Krantz says: “If they were fabricated, they had
to be made by an expert primatologist.” .

Unlike a human hand, he said, all the digits
turn in the same direction, the thumbs are not
opposed, the palms are flat, there are no thenar
(ball of the thumb) pads. .

1s that enough proof? The scientific establish-
ment doesn’t think so.

Krantz concedes that sasquatch bones must be
found or a sasquatch killed before the scientific
community Wiﬁ accept its existence.

Meanwhile, a small but increasing number of
professionals in America, Canada, China and the
Soviet Union are carrying on scientific analysis
of daga connected with the massive creature,
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Six men who packed into the Wenaha-
Tucannon Wilderness area late in July on a
fishing trip, caught more than a mess of trout.

They caught Bigfoot fever in a big way.

Theéir account which follows will be an
updating of the Blue Mountain Bigfoot affair
which started early in June with the reported
sighting of the creature.

The man who reported seeing a Bigfoot — a
bipedal primate reported by other people
over many years from Northern California to
British Columbia — was Paul Freeman.
‘Freeman, along with Bill Epoch, rode the Mill
Creek Watershed patrolling to keep men and
livestock out of the water source for the city of
Walla Walla.

Anything resembling a routine ride through
this rugged area of the Blues came to a halt
June 10 when Freeman reportedly came
almost face-to-face with a Bigfoot as it came
off a steep bank when Freeman rounded a
curve in a mountain road.

Freeman reported to his superiors what he
had seen and his life hasn’t been the same
since.

He says he quit his job with the U.S. Forest
Service because of the flak he took about the
Bigfoot sighting. He moved from Milton-
Freewater to Athena and has since returned
to Camas, Wash., from whence he and his
wife, Nancy, and children had come when he
took the forest service job.

But, Freeman has not given up on even-
tually finding a Bigfoot, if only to vindicate
that he had truly seen the monster.

Finding a Bigfoot is a vow Freeman made
to himself when he got all the ‘‘flak.”
Seeking to fulfill it, he made more than one
trip into the Blues before he left Athena. What
he — and others — found add much to the
updating.

GLOBE~DEMOCRAT, St.* Louisy MO - Sept, 2, 1982 CR: R. Nelke

For lllinois woman, metal shower

UNION BULLETIN, Walla Walla, WA - Oct. 10, 1982

Footprints reported in Wenaha area

Bigfoot steps forth once again

Outdoors in the Blues

~% | Vance
4+ Orchard

One such trip came in late July when
Freeman’s boss, Allen Mitchell of Athena,
mentioned a fishing trip he and some others
had planned into the Wenaha country.
Freeman was invited to come along.

Besides Mitchell and Freeman, the rest of
the party consisted of Russ and Mike Evans,
Andy Ely and Rodney Bonifer. All live in the
Adams-Weston area. All have spent time in
the Wenaha and Mitchell says he has hunted
and fished there for more than 25 years.

Unloading horses at Timothy Meadow, the
party rode down the South Fork Wenaha
River to make camp near the mouth of Milk
Creek, a favorite camping place of hunters
and anglers.

Mitchell struck out downstream to do some
fishing before it got too dark.

On his return to camp, he found the others
buzzing about seeing big footprints and that
Freeman had made some plaster of paris
casts.

“I just said, ‘Yeah...okay' and went off to
bed. I've never been concerned with that
Bigfoot stuff in the past.”

The next morning, Mitchell and Mike

Evans saddled up and took a ride toward
Shoofly Creek and about a mile from camp
Mitchell became a Bigfoot believer, he says.

He and Evans found scores of big footprints
— three different sizes in the lot — that he
swears could not have been faked.

‘‘Absolutely no way possible,”” he says.

“Don’t disturb anything,”” Mitchell ad-
monished Evans. “Freeman hasn’t been up
here yet.” )

A big man, it required three of Mitchell’s
steps to stretch from one of the big footprints
to the other, he says.

‘““As near as I could figure, the Bigfoot
would have to be right at six feet high at the
crotch and would have to weigh around 1,200
pounds to sink into the mud as deep as those
prints were,” Mitchell says. “My horse
weighs around 1,200 pounds and I walked him
through the mud and he didn’t sink as deep as
those feet did.

‘*‘Nobody could have faked those prints.”

Mitchell and Evans tied up their horses and
followed the tracks.

“We found tracks all over the place for a
quarter mile, including three different sets,
and one was a cripple-footed one, just like
Freeman had made a cast of back at camp,”
Mitchell says.

Mitchell figures the three creatures were in
the bottom of the canyon when the party of six
menrode in and the three spooked and headed
up into the rugged Shoofly region.

The men weren't too far away from the
manlike creatures, he says. Patches of
melonweed were trampled and rolled in and
looked like something had just done it before
they got there, he says.

Mitchell took pictures of the prints: and
Freeman has casts of the three different
tracks found on the Wenaha.

means mystery with a capital E

By KATHY O’'DELL
Globe-Democrat Staff Writer

The mystery of why metal capital letter E's were
raining down on a small area of east Belleville
remains unsolved

Judy Reeves, who found the metal pieces around
her home, said Wednesday she believes they are
stabilizers from an electrical transformer, but has no
way of knowing how they got to her home.

Illinsis Power Co., the Federal Aviation
Administration and Belleville police have been given
samples of the 35 objects found around her home and
several others in the neighborhood. The
investigations so far have been fruitless.

WHEN SHE arrived home last Thursday, she saw
some of the objects in the alley, several on the garage
walkway, a few imbedded in the garage roof and one
that bad destroyed a tomato plant.

Mrs. Reeves said police suggested children might
have been throwing the pieces of metal, but she does
not Believe they could have thrown them hard enough
10 be'imbedded in the roof.

Fearing children could be injured by the sharp
edges, Mrs. Reeves does not plan to give up her
seareh for the origin of the metal.

The E-shaped objects were about five inches long
and two inches wide. Several neighbors also had a
few an their property.

*“I CALLED Belleville police and they thought 1
nad been drinking," she said. She took a sample to
Scott Air Force Base to see if the metal might have
fallen from a plane, but no one had ever seen
simflarly shaped metal pieces.

The FAA office in St. Louis sent a representative
to collect the samples.

‘“Everything about it 1s unusual,” said Troy Sims,
aviation safety inspector. *‘It did not come from part
of an aircraft. We don't think it fell out of a plane.”

He said the objects may be stabilizers from an

’ Globe-Democrat Photo by Rick Stankoven
Judy Reeves and her daughter, Kim,
8, display the pieces of E-shaped
metal that fell around their home.

electrical transformer

[llinois Power workers say the items are 00 small

As to publicity about his find on Shoofly,
Mitchell said he didn’t “‘care what you put in
the paper; nobody is going to prove I didn’t
see the tracks, I have proof the tracks are
there.

‘‘Print what you want; but that's the truth.”

Plaster casts of the big footprints have been
gathered by the thousands over many years
over most  of the Northwest and those
gathered here haven’t drawn any more
credulity than the rest, until recently.

Now, after examining several casts made
at the time of Freeman'’s sighting of Bigfoot in
Tiger Saddle as well as casts made of prints
fourd inside the watershed, an anthropologist
feels these might be different.

Grover Krantz, WSU anthropologist who
was the first such scientist to express belief in
the manlike monsters, has conservatively
called the Freeman sighting ‘“‘of good
quality.”

But, it is the footprints which have caught
Krantz’ attention in this incident.

“I've always found footprints more con-
vincing than somebody’s verbal account of a
sighting,” he says.

Why are the watershed prints so
significant?

Krantz again was conservative in his reply,
but said two casts are of the left foot which
have differences in the toe positions, which he
termed ‘“‘a very important feature.”

Krantz will have much more to say about
the Freeman sighting Oct. 22 when he ap-
pears on the program of the conference of the
International Society of Cryptozoology at the
University of British Columbia.

It's a meeting many people, including
Freeman, Mitchell and four other Athena
fishermen will be watching with more than
passing interest.

Champ Keeping A Low
Profile So Far This Year

by Richard Cowperthwait

The summer of 1982 did not
turn out to be a banner season
for spotting the Lake
Champlain Monster.

Longtime Champ research-
er Joseph Zarzynski reports
that Champ has been seen at
least six times so far this year,
a far cry from the 21 reported
sightings in 1981.

“The Champ animals have
kept a low profile so far in
1982,” acknowledged Zarzyn-
ski, a Saratoga Springs, New
York schoolteacher who heads
the Lake Champlain Phenom-
ena Investigation.

While sightings of Champ
are down, it appears likely the
“Champ-sighting season” will
last longer than usual this
year because of the lake’s
above average temperature,
which finally dipped below 60
degrees on Columbus Day.

The six sightings of the
legendary creature bring the
total number of reported
sightings to 166, said
Zarzynski. However, the
Wilton, New York resident,
who has made numerous
Champ forays to Franklin
County, has suggested that
there may have been as many
sightings of Champ that have
gone unreported.

“I firmly believe these
sightings have persisted as
long as people have resided in
the Champlain Valley,” said
Zarzynski, who made his sixth
expedition this summer to
Loch Ness, home of the world’s
most famous lake monster.

10 be from their transformers. Mrs. Reeves said

“However, it is just within the
last few years that a positive
atmosphere has been created
that encourages people to
report their sightings.”

The most significant
sighting of Champ was the
onein thelate 1970s by Sandra
Mansi, whose purported
photograph of the creature
generated considerable
national, even international,
publicity.

The photo, which apparent-
ly was taken somewhere on
the shoreline of Franklin or
Grand Isle counties, was
analysed by a number of
photography experts, who
concluded the picture was
genuine. Exactly what the
picture shows - and exactly
what Champ is - remains, of
course, open to debate.

Although Champ has thus
far maintained a low profile
this year, Zarzynski stressed
that 1982 still has been a
significant year in that both
the Vermont House and New
York Senate passed spring-
time resolutions protecting the
Champ animals “from any
willful act resulting in death,
injury or harassment.”

Zarzynski has long advo-
cated securing an endangered
species designation for
Champ, while at times mildly
objecting to the term
“monster” to describe the
creature.

Anyone who has informa-
tion on Champ is asked to
contact Zarzynski at P.O. Box

2134, Wilton, N.Y. 12866. His
phone number is 518-587-7638.
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