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18ig silver star' gives 
rise to UFO thoughts 
By DAVID WIDENER 
Staff writer 

The star-shaped, floating object moves 
swifUy and soundlessly through the air, giving 
off a periodic glow, following and troubling a 
group of Vidor residents and baffling weather
men, air traffic observers and police. 

Delores Cherry, 52, of Vidor, who has seen 
and described in detail what she calls an uni
dentified flying object. Others reported hav
ing spotted the object in the past 10 days, but, 
so far, the reports have received no official 
confirmation. 

"We've been kind of afraid since we've seen 
it so much," Cherry says. "It's kind of like it's 
following us." 

Cherry, her nephew Byron Cole, her sisters 
Joann Mcintyre and Wilma Cole and Cole's 
two daughters say they have seen it hovering 
at midnight in the Sandra Lane area. Cherry 
and Mcintyre say they first spotted it 10 days 
ago following them as they drove west on In
terstate 10. Cherry says the object 
disappeared at Farm Road 105. 

Witnesses said the object resembled a star 
and had three rounded protrusions similar to 
points on a star. 

"At first I thought it was a great, big silver 
star," Cherry says. " It's not a weather bal
loon and it's certainly not a star." 

Officials at Jefferson County Airport and 
the National Weather Service say no unusual 
sightings showed up on radar Sunday night, 
despite a report of an unidentified flying ob
ject in the Vidor area. 

The object first was spotted on Sandra Lane, 
just off Farm Road 105 north of the Vidor city 
limit. Witnesses say the UFO stayed in the 
area two hours, from 9 to 11 p.m., leaving only 
when a helicopter or small plane arrived at 
the scene. None of the witnesses knew what 
kind of helicopter it was or who sent it. 

David Watson, the patrolman from the Vi
dor Police Department who responded to the 
call, said he stayed at the scene 30 minutes. 

"In my opinion, it was clouds passing in 
front of a real bright star," Watson said. " It 
would be real bright, then it seemed to disap
pear." 

Watson said he neither saw nor heard any 
helicopter or other aircraft in the area 
where the UFO was reported. 

The Texas Highway Patrol does 
have a helicopter it can dispatch from 
Houston, but a spokesman said one 
was not sent to the scene. 

"Our log indicates nothing unusual 
showing up on radar at the time of the 
sighting," says Harold Edwards, air 
traffic control tower manager at the 
airport. 

"Our radar will not show or pick up 
anything below 1,000-feet altitude," 
says Edwards, "so, it's still possible 
something may have been in that 
area. We only work helicopters that 
are landing or coming in to our air
port." 

Fred Wesley was on duty at the Na
tional 'Heather Service when the call 
of a UFO came in about 10:30 p.m. 

"I checked the Lake Charles and 
Galveston radars, and there were no 
unusual sightings," he says. "The 
weather was mostly clear at that time 
with visibility for seven miles, so one 
of the airports would have had to pick 
up any aircraft in the area." 

Wesley says no weather balloons 
were in the area Sunday night. 

He reported scattered cloud covers 
at 1,000 feet and said the the sighting 
could have been a reflection on one of 
those clouds from a truck or big spot
light on the ground. 

"But you can't really discount the 
report," says Wesley. "The people 
seemed reliable, anr' .le weather con
ditions were favorable to see a great 
distance." 

Some of those witnessing the sight
ing Sunday night say they have seen a 
strange object in the sky several 
times over the past 10 days. 

"Nobody believes anything like 
this, and you get laughed at, so no one 
wanted to report it at first," says 
Cherry. "I've seen it four times, twice 
coming back at night from Orange. 
It's really weird. I'd just reaUy like to 
know what it is. 

"It puts off red and blue vapor and 
has a glow around it at times, but it 
makes no noise." 

Mcintyre, saw it for the first time 
Sunday night. 

"It looked like a light and was mov
ing fast, but you couldn't tell what 
shape it was," she says. 

Another relative, Georgette Cole, fi
nally reported the sighting. 

"My husband went out to get some 
cigarettes from the car and spotted 
it," says Cole. "There were about 14 
of us at my grandmother's house. No 
one wanted to report it because they 
knew they would get laughed at. I de
cided to do it so I called the Vidor 
police." 

Cole says the object beamed bright
ly and had three points on it. 

"It appeared to be round and spar
kled all around," she says. "It moved 
sideways and up and down and stayed 
in the area until the helicopter came. 
They both disappeared then." 

Mcintyre said she could only as
sume the craft that arrived in the area 
was a helicopter. " All I could see was 
the lights, but it looked and sounded 
like a helicopter. It was moving slow 
like one." 

Vidor Police Chief Butch Reynolds 
said his department sent the officer to 
the scene after receiving a call about 
the sighting. He said the department 
had received no calls about UFOs be
fore Sunday night. 

GAZETTE TELEGRAPH, 

Colorado Springs, CO- ~~ 24, 1983 

Afraid to report sighting UFO 
I was pleased to see the article about 

the two men who sighted a UFO and 
reported it. I did not have the courage or 
whatever to report the one that my hus
band and I saw a couple of months ago. 
It didn't look the same. It was just a 
bright orange light. It came from the 
north and we encountered it right outside 
Woodland Park heading east on U.S. 24. 
It zigzagged quite abnormally and then 
took off towards the Peak. I think it is 
very interesting there would be more than 
one type of craft that people would spot. 
I wish more people had the nerve to 
report them. My husband and I felt that 
since it was 12:30 a.m., everyone would 
act like we were coming home drunk. My 
husband and I don't have a drinkin1 
problem, so I believe it could be a UFO. 
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
of the mysterious kind 

Groups investigate UFO sightings 
L onely stretches of highway curve past Jagged moun

tainS . An eerie glow cast by the setting sun inspires 
thoughts of mysterious happenings portrayed 1n such 

films as Close Encounters and E T 

al1ens? If so. do they v1ew us as lower level specimens for 
scientific study. or are they our " B1g Brothers 1n Space" sent ro 
save us from ourselves? 

Driving along the highway . . you scan the twilight sky. 
wondering whether extraterrestnal creatures actually ex1st. 
Just how would you react if a spacecraft w1th flash1ng red 
lights suddenly swooped down overhead? 

Dunng the past 30 years. intense interest in UFOs has 
spawned numerous groups around the world. ranging from 
skept1cs who doubt the existence of extraterrestnallife to those 
who form religious cults based on the belief that benevolent 
aliens Will help save humanity Representing the middle 
ground are scientific-oriented groups w ho document and In
vestigate sightings. 

Are accounts of UFO abuct1ons merely the 1nvent1on of 
people seeking attention? Or are we regularly visited by 

By Pat Conner 
Staff writer 

At 7:30p.m., April1, 1981, Paris David Col
orado and a friend were driving across a 
sparsely populated area of Oregon when 

they spotted three bright stars on the horizon. 
Suddenly the "stars" darted straight up, 

shooting out a blue-gray light, Colorado said. As he 
approached the top of a hill, he stopped the car. The 
"stars" were attached to a spacecraft the size of a 
747. 

He tried to put the car in reverse, but it wouldn't 
move. The gear shift started jwnping back and 
forth, then a spotlight shone through the gray light 
onto the highway, said the Fountain Hills resident. 

" At that point, someone told me, not speaking in 
a voice, but inside my head : 'Relax, take it easy, 
we're going to come to you,"' the salesman said. 

As the object moved down the highway, Colorado 
and his companion were pulled towards the wind
shield slightly, he said. The next thing he 
remembered, streaks of light shot into the sky. 
Looking at his watch, Colorado realized three 
hours had elapsed. 

Since then, Colorado said he has been visited 
regularly by space creatures who teach him during 
his sleep. 

Similar stories of UFO encounters were plentiful 
during a UFO Contactee Conference two weeks ago 
in Safford, about 180 miles southeast of the Valley. 
The conference was sponsored by the UFO Contact 
Center International, which was headquartered in 
Mesa until last week. 

Directors Dan and Aileen Edwards founded the 
organization two years ago while living in Seattle. 
The couple left Mesa last week for Washington 
state, although they were reportedly in the midst of 
jobhunting in Arizona, said Helen Charbonneau, 
president of the Safford chapter. She expects the 
Edwards to return in mid-August to live in Safford. 

The UFO Contact Center International has 32 
branches in the United States and 8 foreign coun
tries. All centers are run independently. 

During the conference, a Georgia psychologist, 
who had recalled her abduction story under hyp
nosis, related that she had been abducted, then ex
amined by a reptillian-like creature. " As horrible 
as this creature was physically, what I found out 
about him, what emanates from him is the deepest 
compassion and love that I have probably ever 
felt." 

The psychologist said she was taken to his planet. 
"They told me to lead people to their feelings, that 
this will help to heal the split mankind suffers 
from. I have taken that directim," she said. 

This sense of mission characterizes most of the 
contactees, the Edwards told the Safford audience. 
Symptoms include dreams of UFOs, visitations by 
aliens, unexplained lights, unexplained marks on 
the body, sudden development of ESP, buzz or beep 
in the ear before sleeping, feelings of being 
adopted, feelings of being alone on earth and le
sions or lwnps donoting implants. 

"All have implants - some type of tracking 
device, " Aileen Edwards said. "They (aliens) can 
find you anywhere. I have one in my leg." 

A unity of thought has developed throughout the 
contactees, her husband said. " Not that their 
stories are the same, but the way they feel is the 
same. They all feel they have a job to do, a direc
tion to go," he said, stressing that it was not a 
religion. 

"They're not really sure what it is, but as they 
come together, information comes to light. We're 
working with a large puzzle. Each contributes a 
piece as we come together. It must be done becausP. 
time is short. I'm not trying to scare anyone, 
because there's nothing to fear, but we must find 
our direction," he said mysteriously. 

Edwards wore a turquoise ring and bracelet and 
bola tie with an abalone eagle. His blue eyes sear
ched the crowd as he pronounced each word fully 
and slowly, pausing for effect. 

"For many generations, the Indians have been 
warning about how Mother Earth has been raped," 
he said. "I can explain to you how a cataclysm is 
coming. It's irreversible. You cannot change it, 
and it's because of what man has done," he said. 

"Oil is being drawn out of caverns, which are 
shock absorbers. As these shock absorbers are he
ing drained out, the friction is building between 
these plates. As the friction builds, the river of lava 
is also increasing. You have volcanos going off in 
Alaska. You have volcanos going off in 
Washington, Oregon, California, Mexico, South 
America, Japan and also in Hawaii. They cannot 
vent the buildup of lava taking place," he said. 

"The UFOs have told us over and over again they 
are trying to hold it off as long as possible. They no 
longer can do it. The top plate is vented by tne 
volcano. The bottom plate is not. The bottom plate 
in time is going to burn away. The top plate is going 
to fall. It's irreversible. All the white light energy 
in this room and in this world cannot stop what is 
coming. It has been predicted biblically, by the 
Maya Indians, Nostradamus, Edgar Cayce - all 
down through history it has been predicted. 

"You're living in the generation that it's going to 
happen," he said. "There are steps being taken to 
preserve humanity. It's as simple as that. There is 

a universal law of peace, love and brotherhood 
that's developing within the contacts right now. 
But the contacts have been held until now to come 
awake. 'Why?' is a vital question. It is time to 
share, to put it together." 

Contactees are being led to a gathering, the Ed
wards said. "We know there's a place we're to go. 
And we have been told the name. We don't know the 
exact location, but we've been given the coor
dinates," Aileen said. "They're going to be the 
preservers of hwnanity after the cataclysm " 

T he Edwards' beliefs are not shared by all 
UFO groups. Robert Gribble, founder of the 
UFO Reporting Center in Seattle, takes a 

more scientific approach. 
" We attempt to approach it using scientific 

methods, whereas unfortunately the Edwards' con
tact center isn't using this type of approach," Grib
ble said. " They organized their contact center 
when they were in Seattle for the specific purpose 
of giving people who claim to have had contacts a 
place to assemble and talk about their experiences, 
which is fine, but it doesn't go far enough. 

"These claims have to be investigated and 
studied, and this is not happening. I would say they 
get together and discuss their own particular ex
periences," said Gribble, who knew the Edwards 
when they volunteered at his center. 

"They put their foot in an area none of the large 
scientific organizations or any scientists are going 
to touch because the press will pick up this type of 
information and make a funny story out of it and of 
course it reflects on the whole subject. We're trying 
to stick to scientific methods, and unfortunately 
they are not." 

Gribble, a retired fireman, established the na
tional 24-hour hotline and research organization in 
1974. He is also the founder of Phenomena 
Research. 

After getting a call, Gribble notifies an in
vestigator who goes to the home of the person who 
made the report. Researchers are volunteers who 
absorb their own expenses. 

"We give top priority to close encounters of the 
first kind, where a vehicle comes within 500 feet of 
witnesses," he said. "In a close encounter of the se
cond kind, the vehicle has left behind some type of 
physical trace - impressions in the ground, snapp
mg off of tree limbs, leaving burn marks, any 
radiation, so forth. Or it's a case in which the 
presence of the object has caused severe electrical 
interference." 

(continued on page 3) 
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(continued from page 2 -
TRIBUNE, Mesa, A!- July 10, 1983) 
A e1ose enounter ol the third kind lnvolvet 

reported sightlngs of occupants at landlnc slah&a. 
Gribble said. These cases also receive intense 
inv.tigation. 

Gribble estimates about 8S percentef the reporta 
can be identified, five percent can't be categorbed 
and 10 percent are classified as "unidentified." 

0 n Oct. 23, 1980, two employees at Phelpe
Dodge Corporation in Morenci spotted a 
boomerang-shaped object approaching the 

smelter area. 
1be vehicle stopped over the north smoke stack, 

then dove down vertically, hovering at about 700 
feet from the ground. A brillant light was beamed 
into the stack, witnesses told investigator Jim 
McCoy. 

The craft then moved to the south smelter stack, 
where the process was repeated. The light turned 
off and the craft headed toward Safford, when it 
unexpectedly reversed course and headed back 
toward the smelter area. The craft was seen by five 
copper workers, several Morenci businessmen and 
100 members of the Morenci High School band. 

Investigator McCoy had been dispatched by 
Aerial Phenomena Research Organization 
(APRO), headquartered in Tucson. 

Coral Lorenzen founded the international 
organization in 1952. She is secretary/treasurer and 
husband Jim is director of the 1,200-member non
profit organization. 

"We've tried to be careful to keep this on a pro
fessional level," Jim Lorenzen said. "Because of 
the nature of the subject, it attracts a lot of 
curiousity seekers, also people who want attention. 
So quite a nwnber of self-annointed experts have 
cropped up who have nothing substantial to offer, 
except maybe sensationalism and gobbledygoop. 

"We feel most of the other organizations have 
fallen victim to it because they like the excitement 
and social aspect of rubbing elbows with people 
who have wild tales to tell. This has a detrimental 
effect on the research field in general. 

"The element that tries to make religion out of 
this has always been a problem for scientific 
research because they require no verification," he 
said. "They try to relate everything usually to 
scriptural material." 

Lorenzen said this appeals to people who find 
traditional religion inadequate in today's world. 

"The space age is on us, so space-age messiahs 
naturally have an appeal - or space-age saints or 
big brothers," he said. "They're playing the same 
role in this pageantry that saints and angels played 
in earlier times." 

MISSISSIPPI PRESS, Pascagoula, MS - June 10, 1983 

UFO reported • county 
A 36-year-old woman told The 

Mississippi Press she saw 
something, "definitely not an 
airplane", which at one point hov
ered over the rear of her truck in the 
Big Point area late Wednesday night . 

Mrs. Kathy Wiggins said she left 
her mother's house, located next to a 
new power substation on Big Point 
Road just off Mississippi 613, about 
10 :45 p.m . Wednesday . She said she 
saw lights which, she first thought, 
were reflections in the glass of her 
truck. 

She said the lights, two red ones 
and a white one. were from an object 
she saw hovering over the substa
tion. She said she stopped the truck 
and turned off the engine, intending 

to get out of the vehicle and in
vestigate the source of the lights. 
When she stopped the truck, she said, 
the lights moved from over the 
subst.alinn toward her truck where 
the object hovered over the rear of 
the vehicle. 

Mrs . Wiegins said her seven 
year-old daughter . Denna, saw the 
lights and became hysterical. In
stead of getting out of the truck, she 
said, she drove to the nearby home of 
her sister , Joan ttariel, to gel the 
hysterical child into the house. 

She said that when she arrived at 
her sister's house, the lights were 
hovering over the pecan trees there. 
She said she took Denna into the 
house. Then, she and her sister went 
to look out the back door . She said the 
object "swished" away and the 
lights went out. 

She said the lights were "very 
bright" and were in sort of a circle . 

"There was no sound there (whUe· 
the lights were right over the rear ol 
the truck) or at my sister's," Mn. 
Wiggins said. "There was no shape 
visible, just the lights ." 

"I wasn't scared at all but my 
daughter thought the thing was goin1 
to get her," she said . 

Mrs. Wiggins said Charles Hester 
who lives near her mother's house 
was talking on the telephone about 11 
p.m. when he heard "such a horrible 
noise that he thought a plane had 
landed on his house ." Hesler, she 
said , was unable to see anything that 
might have caused the noise which 
was so loud that he could not hear the 
person he was talking to on the 
telephone . 

TIMES, Washington, DC- July 29, 1983 CR: F. Whiting & W. Leet 

Judge dismisses lawsuit; 
rules no E. T.s in D.C. 
BY A WA SHINGTON TIME S STAFF WAITER 

A federal judge in Washington yester
day d ismissed a suit demanding that the 
U.S. Air Force produce the bodies of 
outer-space aliens who allegedly crash
landed in the New Mexico desert. 

The suit. filed by Citizens Against 
UFO Secrecv. asked U.S . District Court 
Judge Olive~ Gasch to compel the Air 
Force to produce the alien bodies 
alleged to be in their possession. It said 
holding them. if they are still alive . is 
"an unwarranted deprivation of their 
right to travel." 

give the legal justification for holding 
him . 

Bryant introduced another document 
submitted by Leonard Stringfield. a 
retired Cincinnati businessman , who 
says former military personnel have 
told him the extraterrestrials were held 
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
near Dayton, Ohio. 

When asked by Gasch whether String 
field had actually had contact with any 
of the extraterrestrials, Bryant replied, 
"No." Gasch then ruled the evidence 
"hearsay." 
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The suit - which the plaintiffs enti 
tled "A Writ of Habeas Corpus Extra
terrestrial" - included a copy of a pur
ported FBI document dated March 22. 
1950, that saic.l : "An investigator for the 
Air Force stated that three so-called fly
ing saucers had been recovered in New 
Mexico" and that the bodies of nine 
small beings were recovered . 

"The judge was looking for affidavits 
from people who've actually seen the 
extraterrestrials ," Bryant said . 

district where the person is being held. 
Lamberth said. "No claim was made the 
alleged extraterrestrials were being 
held in D.C.," he said. 
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Larry W. Bryant, who represented the 
group in it s suit , said the document was 
obtained through a Freedom of Infor
mation Act request several years ago . 

In dismissing the suit , Gasch held 
with the government lawyer represent 
ing the Air Force, Assistant U.S. Attor
ney Royce Lamberth, who said Bryant 's 
group "had not suffered any injury and 
had no authorization to represent the 
alleged extraterrestrials." 

Bryant said he was considering 
appealing the case to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals, but added he may seek evi
dence to back up his claims through 
another information request . He has 60 
days to file his appeal. ~~ 

0.. 
Q: - With all ol the interest in outer 

space, I'm still far from convinct·d 
that there are extra terrestrial beings 
watching our every move. What are 
the latest surveys on Americans feel
ings on E.T.'s a·nd UFO's. - Art M., 
Livermore, California. 

An approved writ of habeas corpus, 
which in Latin means literally "you have 
the body," compels the state to present a 
person being held against his will and to 

The judge also agreed that his court · 
lacked jurisdiction because a writ of 
habeas corpus must be brought in the 

Bryant , an Alexandria resident. is 
director of the group's Washingtor. 
office. Total membership, he said. is 
about 100. 

A: Current national surveys report 
that 51 percent of Americans accept 
the idea that we humans are not a lone 
in the universe. Only one American in 
three rejects the idea. When it comes 
to UFO's. 57 percent of A.nericans 
believe in them and one American in 
11 claims to have seen a UFO 

GAZETTE, Gastonia, NC- July 31, 1983 CR: G. Fawcett 

Pentagon won't have to release E. T. 
By Lance Gay 

Scripps-Howard News Service 

WASHINGTON- A federal judge has ruled he 
doesn't have the jurisdiction to order the Pentagon 
to release E. T. - even if the generals and 
admirals have any extraterrestrials pickled in 
jars or imprisoned in secret research laboratories. 

Larry W. Bryant, who brought the lawsuit 
seeking the release, says he doesn't know where 
E. T. is either and thus admitted he is in a 
quandary over where he's going to find a court that 
might have jurisdiction. 

"I'm going to study the appeal process, lf there 
is one," Bryant said Thursday after a 2~minute 
hearing attended by snickering court clerks. 

U.S. District Court Judge Oliver Gasch 
dismissed the "habeas corpus extraterrestrial" 
Bryant filed against the Air Force after assistant 

U.S. Attorney Royce Lamberth argued Bryant 
could not offer proof that the bodies of any E. T. 's 
were anywhere in the Washington area. 

Writs of habeas corpus - court orders to the 
govenunent to release persons held illegally and 
against their will- must be filed in courts that are 
responsible for the areas where the offense 
occurred. 

"I don't know where they are," Bryant said 
pleading with the judge to consider th~ 
extraordinary nature of the case he Jiled on behalf 
of an organization called Citizens Against UFO 
Secrecy. Bryant cited a sanitized 1950 FBI memo 
which quotes an Air Force investigator as saying 
three flying saucers crashed in New Mexico with 
extraterrestrials aboard. 

Phllip J. Klass, an editor with Aviation Week 

and Space Technology magazine here who has 
spent 20 years tracking the UFO phenomenon 
scoffed at the idea there was any validity to th~ 
FBI report. 

But Bryant told the judge that UFO researcher 
Leonard H. Stringfield of Cincinatti has told him 
he has six witnesses to the crash, including a 
doctor who did an autopsy on the bodies. 
Stringfield, he said, has done five years of 
research into crashed saucers and could give 
evidence that bodies from the flying saucers 
"were spirited away someplace." 

He asked Gasch to allow him time to get an 
affadavit from Stringfield, but the judge rejected 
this after Bryant admitted that it would be only 
hearsay evidence. 
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LEONARD STRINGFIELD doesn't downplay the significance he sees in his research into UFOs 
and extraterrestials. 

~ 

ENQU IRER, Cincinnati, OH- July 19, 1983 CR: B. Pratt 

"What I've collected has staggering implications for 
mankind. This would be the biggest thing since 
Christ, really." 

Author Continues Quest 
For Truth About UFOs 
BY CAMILLA WARRICK 
Enquirer Reporter 

Never In his 30 years ot researching nature 's 
unexplained phenomena has Leonard Stringfield 
demanded that people believe him . 

He's courted neither the faith or the gullible nor 
the zeal of the convinced . Even now, as he unveils his 
most startling pronouncement, he points out he has 
no proof, only compelling testimonials. 

Stringfield, a longtime student or unidentified 
flying objects (UFOs) and an authority on the sub
ject, said he has Interviewed 23 first-hand witnesses 
to the crashes, retrievals or subsequent storage ot 
such spacecraft. 

More to the point, he said, "In most Instances 
there were bodies In them that were found dead and 
sent away tor medical research ." 

IS STRINGFIELD suggesting h umanllke ex
traterrestrials? Absolutely. 

"What I've collected has staggering Implications 
tor mankind," he said calmly while sitting In his 
Mariemont living room . "This would be the biggest 
thing since Christ, really ." 

Stringfield has made this allegation before. But 
when he described his early findings five years ago to 
an audience In Dayton, he didn't have the volume or 
witnesses that has since surfaced . His evidence Is 
based on the reports or sources that Include two 
physicians, a pilot In the Air National Guard Re
serves, a Central Intelligence Agency ortlclal and 
about 100 other people. 

He elicited the most sensitive and bizarre Infor
mation only after agreeing that the Identities of his 
Informants would be carefully guarded. Although 
the pact was essential, Stringfield said he fears that 
the resulting text-without names and specific ad
dresses-may be dismissed by some people as fanta
sy, particularly by the national media. 

Stringfield's collection ot anecdotes, strung to
g e the r In h 1 s spare t I m e a n d n ow d u r I n g h Is 
retirement from DuBois Chemicals, Is described In 
Situation Red, published In 1977 by Doubleday, and 
In additional books published Independently. These 
publications, he said, Inspired the recent filing of a 
petition that asks the U.S. District Court In Washing
ton to force the Air Force and U.S. attorney general 
to release more Information about UFO crashes. It 
gives them until mid September to respond . 

"HIS WORK certainly was In the forefront of our 
thinking," confirmed Larry W. Bryant, the flier ot 
the "writ of habeas corpus extraterrestrial" and the 
director ot the Washington ottlce ot Citizens Against 
UFO Secrecy (CAUS). "He's a pioneer In thr field . To 
Ignore that Is to Ignore a tact." 

Bryant's document, which he believes Is a first ot 
lt.s kind. also demands that the governmrnt produce 

any aliens, either dead or alive, that It might be hold
Ing In custody. Bryant and Stringfield both argue 
that the request Is not so far-fetched as It sounds. 

Clipped to the petition are three "exhibits" that 
are actually copies ot government documents ob
tained In recent months through the Freedom or 
Information Act. One ot these Is a March, 1950. memo 
of an unnamed FBI agent who reports on an Investi
gation of "three so-called flying saucers" that were 
purportedly recovered In New Mexico. 

The memo says that the UFOs, which were 50 
feet In diameter, contained three 3-foot-tall bodies 
dressed In metallic suits. Bryant said he believes they 
have a "50-50" chance of prompting the government 
to produce the evidence . 

IF THEY succeed, or even It they don 't, he thinks 
putting the UFO question Into a court of law may 
Influence Stringfield's Informants. " Perhaps his 
sources will come out ot the closet and sign artlda
vlts," Bryant said . "We've all agreed that this Is 
what's needed-a safe forum so they can come forth 
and speak without fear of reprisals ." 

Stringfield nurses the same hope. "I've research
ed cltlngs literally by the thousands , but It 's like 
beating a dead horse trying to get substantiation," he 
said. "There's been a mammoth cover-up by ortlclal
dom !rom Year One." 

To back up his claim or a cover-up, Stringfield 
points to the exhibits attached to Bryant's writ. In 
several places, lines or type were Inked out by a gov
ernment ortlclal before they were released tor public 
consumption. 

Another Incident, which possibly hints at a 
cover-up, happened to Stringfield himself after his 
1978 lecture In Dayton. After advancing his hypothe
sis about UFO crashes, the demise or their occupants 
and the role or Wright-Patterson Air Force Base In 
the retrieval operation, "I was whisked ott the stage 
by three plainclothesman," he recalled. "who said my 
life had been threatened ." 

THE MEN took him back to the hotel where he 
was staying and Insisted on switching his room and 
keeping him guarded. "To this day I don't know what 
really happened," Stringfield said. "Was It crackpot 
or a scheme by the authorities to keep me hushed 
up?" 

It the latter explanation was the right one. the 
authorities didn't do a very etrectlve job. However, It 
wasn't so much that Stringfield talked. but that 
other people talked to him . 

One of his prime sources, he said, Is a physlrlan 
high on the start ot a large Eastern hospital. This 
man allegedly performed an autopsy on one ot the 
aliens In the early '50s. and although sworn to secre-

cy by the government, revealed to Stringfield that 
the creature had gray, reptilian skin, was humanoid 
ln appearance, had no voice box and no red bl~ 
cells, but contained some kind or liquid. 

Another key Informant, a blochemLst, told 
Stringfield he had microscopically examined some 
tlssue and testified, "It's llke nothing I've ever seen 
before." 

These men and these stories didn't just drop In 
Stringfield's lap. Many or them had to be coaxed 
with repeated phone calls or even vlslts. The 62-year
old, retired public-relations director has spent un
told sums or his own money tracking down these 
people and constructing a narrative from their 
Information. He publlshed his latest 53-page book, 
UFO Crash/ Retrievals: Amassing the Evidence . 
Status Report IL In June ot last year. 

Stringfield talked disparagingly about people 
who cultivate an almost religious devotion to UFOs. 
"All I'm doing Is quietly Investigating this stuff," he 
said. ''I'm not trying to thrust anything down any
one's throat." 

About six years ago when hls research took a 
turn toward extraterrestrials, he resisted It, he said, 
thinking It was "unfashionably blzarre" !or someone 
like him. But he continued, determined to be "objec
tive" In his search !or the facts. 

Even now, Stringfield refuses to voice anything 
as strong as a conclusion. 

" I want to know whether these people (hla 
sources) have been telling me the truth or whether 
they're all psychopaths," he said. "You're either right 
or you're wrong .... Let's put the case to rest or mo•e 
It forward ." 
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I find mode rn tools amid ancient sermons ~ 
~ 
~ 

Like you, I enjoy this life enough to want 
another one just like it when it ends . 

But how do we get it? 
I think I have a game plan . 
Through extensive research. I came to r cil lize 

the law that God gave Moses on Mount Sinai was 
s.. tempered by a spirit of love for the human ra ce . 
a> And then I got interested in how God was 
j delivering the message-by mechanic a l 
E':! conveyor . And before long, I saw that other love · 

and-law messages were coming through to the o people of Earth on a schedule of commuter flight s 
•• in other mechanical conveyors bearing. at 

o:! different times, Moses, Enoch, Elias , Ezekiel. 
° Christ and God . 

I had detected modern mar.hinery amid the 
ancient sermons . I was beside myself. 

Delving deeper, I found that the Jewish Old 
Testament and the Christian New Testam ent 
kept pointing to a civilization "up ahead" and 
inviting Earthlings in. 

I underlined all the scriptures that might 
profile this race of creators who can hand out 
eternal life. can P .R. their cause by be in g 
everywhere a t onl'e. can establish new worlds. 
walk on water and ride in space ships It m;t k<'s 

you think . 

-~' Generally 
~speaking 

By JIMMIE BELL 

ln fac t , I totted up 1,000 clues in all, and tons 
an d tons of metal. (So many inferences in fact 
that I finally put them into a 200-page book and 
called it A Recorded Message From Outer Space. 
I m a y even finish it one day.) 

Was this true? Had I found that the God whom 
1 thought omnipotent chose also to pilot His own 
aircraft? Keep reading. 

I found passages that em body it all : Super· 
science. a heavenly empire , love for people and 
a promise of an after-life . 

li:xample: " And the Lord said unto 
Musc.'i . Be ready agains t the third day. for I 
will come down upon Mount Sinai ." And when 
God i1rrin·d. said Moses, "Sinai was altogether 

on a smoke ." (Exodus 19 : 18J. That was in 1200 
B.C . and Moses spent many days aboard God's 
conveyor which had a floor "as it were a paved 
work of sapphire stone ." (Ex . 24 : 10) . 

Example: Jesus Christ 'died,' yet hours later 
visited with his followers in his new after-life, and 
40 days later he was, for all practical purposes, 
beamed up from downtown Jerusalem . And at 
about the same time, (See Acts 10 :9) disciple 
Peter "saw a certain vessel descending unto him 
as if it had been a great sheet at the four corners 
and let down to earth ... wherein were all 
manner of beasts of the earth .. . and the vessel 
was received up again." Two major sky events 
in one day? Or the same mission? And that was 
2,000 years ago. 

Example : Then there's the 12-level space 
station (Rev. 21: 2) which is to be lowered from 
the sky atop Mount Zion in a final disclosure by 
the Creator-folk. 

But I was still bugged- I wanted to know why 
a super-race bothered conducting this continual 
procession - this pageant - incessantly tempting 
the Earthling with life beyond . 

And then is when the profile began to make 
sense . At last. 1 had underscored how to get to 

~~~ ~ew life . So here is the concrete I promised ! 
You'd best not try to die and then go to heaven . 

You probably ought to go to heaven first and then 
try dying. If you do, my informants say. the spirit .. 
never gets around to dying . t:l:j 

So just look around you- do you sense even now ~ 
breath-taking landscapes? The odor of 8 
hor:eysuckle? Do you answer to the cry of those P. 
in n~ed? b 

Then, according to the way Jesus put it. you've ~ 
3.lready ar:ived because "the Kingdom of God ...., 
begin::; in the heart . .. '· 'g 

Ah, you contend, then how do we dispose of the ~ 
body? For this, why not take a lesson from the • 
caterpillar whose cocoon becomes the butterfly . ~ 
For they learned it from the lowly mustardseed 
whose shriveled body has always known life after 
death . 

The nitty-gritty about this vast society of 
Biblical messengers in their flying machines is 
this - they're really the only ones making an 
offer . 

,Jimmlr Bt-111!1 a NlaH wrlh•r for "Thf' Sun" and 
"The Dally H erald." 
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Recounting earthly visits by The Almighty ~ 
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W 
hen we last left God on His visit to 
Earth-back in our April 9 column 
he had just arrived on Mount Sinai. 
had put the mountain crest 
"altogether on a smoke" and had 

invited Moses aboard his so-called "burning 
bush," which, as our biblical research shows, had 
a floor "as it were paved work of sapphire stone ." 

We are talking seriously here about an actual 
year and a known place in the history of the world 
in which credible writers claim God visited Earth 
in the flesh . The year was 1200 B .C . in a mountain 
range on tne southern tip of Asia Minor . And we 
are shoving aside another Generally Speaking 
column we had planned on War and Peace in 
order to respond to the surprising reader reA.ction 
to the April 9 column, "Modern Science Amid 
Ancient Sermons." 

The reaction was quite varied: husbands told 
of housewives clipping the article to send to 
Mother . one construction engineer said the 
concept" affected" his thinking, and members of 
a famous Boston-based world religion came in for 
an office visit and an extra copy . 

But all conveyed one idea over and over: "Do 
a sequel. Publish a book . ·• 

How about a column? I replied . and what topic 
would you like? It was the same eac h time: "On 
UHl day God visited Earth, " they replied . Some 
said they felt it might give Is -God-Dead ? 
theorists another side uf the picture . 

-H· Generall 
mspeakin~ 

By JIMMIE BELL 

To get a full panoram, we systematically drew 
clues and inferences from three somewhat 
different sources-the Jewish Old Testament, the 
Protestant New Testament and the Roman 
Catholic version of both. 

Our research is not over by any means, but to 
date we have detected six known landing sites 
in the God -visits to Earth. 

... His first visit was to create a form of 
huma nity somewhere away from Eden so there 
would be persons available when he needed them 
on his third vis it (see below) . 

... Second, and a t least a generation late r . He 
came to Earth to c reate Adam and Ev e and 
assign Adam as horticulturist in a special 
project . Th e Garden of Eden . an idea whose timr 
hilcl not vet come 

... Third visit was to personally escort Cain . 
Adam·s son . by conveyor to a point east of EdPn 

referred to as the Land of Nod, there to find a 
wife Cain's age from among the people He had 
previously created on his first visit, and also to 
give Cain instructions in the building of a city, 
which is rather early in the game for city 
planning and should tell us something. But it does 
add fodder to our contention that the God People 
are human as well as super-human . 

• F ourth . to Sin a i to send Moses back to Egypt 
to free his people 

... Fifth . a second visit to Sinai. there to give 
Mose s a history of the world for brother Aaron, 
the writer. to set down on papyrus, plus some 
noted Commandments still quite well known 
today . 

• Sixth, to Mount Herman in Jerusalem where 
God was seen by Peter, James and John and 
given a final rundown on plans for Jesus' 
impending " death" and resurrection . 

In each of these accounts may be founc' many 
human characteristics of the Creator who is said 
to have created the human . It is the scientific 
aspect of th e Creator that whe ts our curiosity the 
m os t . 

And it is the second Sina1 landing that boils it 
du wn tn 1ts rssrncc 

... Exod11S :1-1 !l . ·· And the Lord ·st ood · with 
hi Il l 

... Exodus 33: "There canst not see my face. 
(but 1 there is a place by me. and thou shalt stand 
upon a rock and I will put thee in a clift of the 
rock and will cover thee with my hand while I 
pass by. And I will take away mine hand. and 
thou shalt see my back parts, but ... no man 
shall see my face and live ." Is He speaking of 
radiation dangers? 

... And Exodus 34: 3:> : · ·After he came out. the 
skin of Moses' face 'shone . ' " 

Will there be another landing anytime soon? 
Will contact be made by Ancient Man with 

~ 

J 
~ 

~ 

~ g 
Modern Man? When it happens, will He be us? ...., 
Will their meeting render time meaningless? Will "g 
their spacecraft look like ours? For more ~ 
answers, get a copy of the Book of Enoch, master ,. 
recorder of space flights in biblical pageantry. ~ 

Small wonder his book had been eliminated 
from all the Bibles we researched by 161:>, for 
it reads like an airline schedule at Tel Aviv 
Airport during a time in which flight by humans 
was something Bible translators could not 
condone . 

Generally speaking . I'm surprised they left us 

c:... 

~ 
~ .. 

the burning bush, but of course they did not (g 
recognize rocket powC'r in those days . \,.,) 

Jim mit' Bt>ll is 1t staff writt'r for Thf' Sun atnd 
Thf' Dall.'· Hc•rald. 



{continued from page 5 - TRIBUNE, 
San Diego, CA- July 26, 1983) 

.Doaymously. 
"If people find out wbo I am, they'll think I'm wbaclty," 

be said. "But I saw a V formation of five discs near an 
Arizona military base years ago. It was daylight and they 
were hovering overhead, shining golden in the sun." 

Jorgenson is also in contact with people from other 
states who have seen UFOs. 

"Although there are plenty of skeptics around about the 
existence of UFOs, there are believers, too, even among 
respectable scientists," Jorgenson said. "We'd like to hear 
from them." 

The two producers are asking that written accounts be 
mailed to Sunrise TV Productions, P.O. Box 293, El Cajon 
92020. 

Jorgenson said his first encounter occurred nearly 20 
years ago as he drove on a country road in Illinois after 
dark. 

"I saw an extraterrestrial move slowly across the sky 
and then suddenly loop the loop and disappear," he said. 

A year later, he said, he observed a shaft of light in the 
heavens. 

"I really had no idea what it was, except maybe a 
spaceship sending out a beam signal," he said. 

Quijencio said he has never seen a flying saucer but 
carries a camera just in case. 

''I'm hoping and praying that I see one," he said, "You 
know, I used to look at the sidewalk a lot, hoping to find 
nickels and dimes, but now I find myself looking up more 
and more." 

HERALD, Everett, WA- July 22 1 1983 CR: L. Williford 

Bodies from outer space? 
He'U take 'em: $3.14 each 

DAYTON, Ohio- After more than 
a decade of rumors that bodies of ex
traterrestrials are stored at Wright
Patterson Air Force Base, the Air 
Force says It has gotten a commer
cial orrer for the non-existent aliens. 

An Atlanta man, who refused to 
give his name, "wanted to offer the 
government $3.14 each for any aliens 
we have," public-affairs ofCicer Steve 
Wolle said of this week's telephone 
offer. 

Officials said rumors about aliens 
being kept at the base probably start
ed when it was headquarters for Op
eration Bluebook- an Air Force in
vestigation of unidentified flying 
objects- that closed in 1969. 

The conunercia1 offer apparently 
was prompted by an article in this 

week's Newsweek magazine, base of
ficials said. 

The magazine reported that a 
group called Citizens Against UFO 
Secrecy has filed a lawsuit asking for 
the release of any "occupants of 
crash-landed UFOs of apparent ex
traterrestrial origin.·· 

Attached to the petition was a let
ter claiming that bodies of "3-foot 
tall, humanlike creatures wrapped in 
fine metallic-like cloth" were found 
in three downed flying saucers, the 
magazine said. 

The caller was less interested in 
the aliens than he was in the cloth, 
Wolfe said. He said the man said that 
since the cloth seemed to have pre
served the aliens, it might be dandy 
for wrapping food. 

JOURNAL ("Impact 11 ), Albuquerque, NM - Aug. 2, 1983 CR: F. Hudson 
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In this 1964 photo, Zamora , then a Socorro policeman, watches as Air Force 
personnel use a Geiger counter to check the arroyo where he saw the object 

WHAT DID .LONNIE SEE? 
The Question Has Haunted Him for Nearly Two Decades 

onnie Zamora has lived at the same address in 

IJ
ocorro for 35 years . Actually, he 's lived in 
wo houses at that address . A blue wooden one, 
ow abandoned, belonged to his mothe1·. 

B it is a small white stucco place which Zamont 
built when he got married . Both houses are located in 
southwest Socorro, on an upaved road that is difficult 
to find : There is no street sign . Yet for the last 20 
years people have somehow found Zan,ora 's home . 
After circling the Lujan Funeral Parlor several times 
and then passing the nearby cemetery once or twice, 
the inquisitive frequently give up and ask, though not 
at the graveyard , "Where does that guy who saw the 
flying saucer live' " 

A few neighbo1·s who know Zamm·a well occasional 
ly pretend they have no idea where he lives. 
Sometimes the curious are even sent on wild-goose 
chases. 

Folks in Socorro do these things because they know 
that Zamora doesn't like to talk about what happened 
in the early eveHing of April24, 1964. "Lonnie's had it 
up to here," says one friend . Zamora, in fact, only 
gives interviews when the mood strikes him . And in 
recent years the mood had not stt·uck . 

" You 'll never get him to talk," predicted a woman 
who works at the Socorro Public Library . 

However, not long ago, in a sudden change of mood, 

Zamora did agree to talk . His explanation was that if 
he did talk, he hoped that the whole mess might 
finally go away . The interview took place in the 
paneled living room of Zamora's Socorro home - the 
white stucco place. 

Zamora is a short man, about S feet 7 inches tall. He 
is solidly built in the manner of someone who has 
done physical labor: His wrists and forearms are 
thick, his hands, large and calloused . His thinning 
gray hair is worn in what must be one of the last 
flattops in Socorro County . 

Zamora speaks slowly, choosing his wm·ds caJ·eful
ly . When he speaks, a gold-capped front tooth 
glistens. But he doesn't speak often . Zamora has 
always been a man who prefers to listen . As he 
listens, he cracks his knuckles repeatedly . 

"What did I see?" Zamora asks in a polite but 
somewhat bored voice . "It was more frightening than 
anything that could happen . If you 're a policeman, 
which I was back then, and you get in a gun battle, 
you're scared . But ·once it's over, it's over. But this 
you can 't forget ." 

What Zamora· has never quite forgotten is what he 
has always contended he saw in a deserted arroyo 
south of Socorro : a shiny oval-shaped vehicle and two 
small, peculiar-looking figures dressed in white 
coveralls. 

The event occurred at 5:50p.m . on a Friday . At the 
time, Zamora was an officer with the Socorro Police 
Department . Alone in his patrol car, he was following 
a speeder north on California Avenue, Socorro's main 
thoroughfare, when he heard behind him and to his 
left, a "loud noise, like an explosion." Glancing back, 
he says, he glimpsed for a moment in the distance, a 
"shooting flame." 

Ignoring the speeder, Zamora braked, turned his 
police car around and rushed to the area that had 
attracted him - a deserted, shrub-spotted arroyo 
about a mile from downtown. 

As his white Pontiac bounded ovet· a gt·avel path, 
Zamora viewed in the distance what he said appeared 
to be an overtumed car. Leaving his own vehicle , 
Zamora proceeded on foot . As he moved closer, t}le 
officer saw two small figures "about the size of boys," 
dressed in white coveralls, standing beside an object 
that looked for all the world like an egg . Protruding 
from the bottom of the object were girdet·-like legs. 
On the side of the craft Zamora spotted an upside
down red V. 

As he drew to within 100 feet, Zamora called to the 

By TOBY SMITH 6 
(continued on page 7) 



(continued 

fi(lllres. When they did not an~wer, the offic~r 
retreated to his patrol car, reached m and ~~~abbed h~s 
radio. Excitedly he asked for help. Crouchm11 byhts 
car, not quite understanding what was happenmg, 
Zamora suddenly heard a bing bing noise . Another 
flame appeared and then the object took off, to the 
southwest, cruising about 20 feet above the ground as 
it traveled . 

From the moment Zamora saw the object until it 
left was later estimated to be less than two minutes. 
Yet within a couple of hours the arroyo was swarming 
with people. The biggest task that authorities faced 
was to protect evidence of the alleged landing: four 
indentations in the earth and a scorched greasewood 
bush. 

Experts of every stripe peered at that evidence. 
Teams of Air Force investigators came from White 
Sands and from Kirtland . Another Air Force group, 
composed of crack UFO detectives, jetted in from 
Ohio. The import of the incident was elevated a notch 
or two when Dr. J . Allen Hynek arrived in town. A 
professor of astronomy at Northwestern University, 
Hynek was and still is recognized as one of the 
world's foremost UFO researchers. 

Since there were no ready explanations for Zamor
a's sightings and since Zamora seemed so earnest, the 
story made international news. Though Socorro at the 
time had about 6,000 residents, the city suddenly 
became a circled spot on the map . Tourists and 
flying-saucer buffs appeared at the arroyo almost 
immediately. Within a couple of days, the marks m 
the earth and the burned greasewood bush were 
gone : They'd been trampled . . .. 

That did not stop people from talkmg or wntmg 
about the event. Zamora's alleged encounter became 
the subject of an entire book and at least two movies . 
Hynek, who has always said he was as baffled as 
anyone by what happened, nonetheless called the 
incident "one of the most authenticated landmg 
sightings on record." (Since people began keeping 
track, more than 10,000 sightings have been re
ported.) The Socorro sighting was a big one though, 
and as such, nearly every UFO text would include a 
chapter on it . A "classic case," announced Hynek. 

•••• 
There is little left in Socorro today of that classic 

case . A fenced-in monument was planned, but it 
never was built . The Chamber of Commerce, whtch 
once considered turning out post cards of Zamora's 
account, has nearly forgotten it ever took place. Onl_y 
on a backroom shelf in the Chamber's small off1ce IS 
it remembered : In a dusty. frame sits a montage of 
newspaper clippings describing the incident. . 

The same woman in the public library who cla1med 
Lonnie Zamora would never cooperate, was also 
certain no one else involved in the event would talk, 
either. "Can you blame them?" she said . The librarian 
may have been entitled to her opinion : Two coptes of 
a book written about the Socorro incident, have been 
swiped from the library . 

Yet of all persons still living who had any 
connection with the 1964 drama , none contacted 
refused an interview. And, unlike Zamora , most of 
them were, in fact , enthusiastic about talking about 
the strange sighting. . 

James Luckie, now 78, is the retired undershenff of 
Socorro County. Luckie was in the police station the 
evening Zamora radioed, in an agitated vo1ce, th1s 
message : "You gotta come out here 1 You gotta see 
this to believe it!" 

Luckie was one of the first to arrive at the arroyo. 
"The bushes were smolderin' like somebody'd cut 
them from the top with some big flame thrower. 
Lonnie was white as a corpse and he ain 't exactly no 
paleface normally. He was sweatin' like a spent 
horse . But it was cold sweat." 

Luckie says he asked Zamora what he had .~een . 
·· Maybe," answered Zamora , "I seen the dev1l. . 

Today , Luckie has on the living room wall of h1s 
Socorro home a copy of the same framed document 
tucked away at the Chamber of Commerce. Luck1e 
says the Socorro newspaper manufactured about 100 
of the mementos and sold them for $2 .25 each. 

Because he arrived at the scene early , Luckie was 
later interviewed by a radio station in Los Angeles. A 
week after that he received a letter from a UFO 
investigator in Spain. "~ne of these days," ~a.ys 
Luckie , a man who never hked to move too fast, 1 m 
gonna have to answer that letter." 

Two other persons came to the arroyo shortly after 
Luckie . One was D. Arthur Byrnes, an FBI agent. By 
coincidence, Byrnes was working in the Socorro 
police station that day on another matter. Now ret1r~d 
in Albuquerque, Byrnes says he went to the scene JO 
an unofficial capacity. 

"Lonnie was sitting out there with what . mig~t be 
considered a worried look. I tried comforting h1m. I 
was the one who called the people at White Sands. 
But hey whatever happened out there didn't hurt 
anybody.' I always thought about it matter-0~-factly . " 

For eight years, Ted Jordan was sta~toned at 
Socorro with the New Mexico State Pollee. Now 
retired after 25 years with the state police and living 
in Seminole, Okla., Jordan heard Zamora's radio call, 
too, and went to the arroyo. He had a 35mf!1 camera 
with him and took a roll of film : of four 6-mch deep 
indentations in the ground, of the scorched bush and 
of what Jordan remembers to be "footprints, shaped 
like coffee cups." . 

Jordan says that the following day one of the A1r 
Force investigators asked him for his film . "The dude 
said he'd give me duplicates," recalls Jordan. "So I 
handed it over. I forgot all about it until a month or so 
later. Then I called and asked where was the film. 
They said sorry, but my film didn't turn out. T~ey 
said, and this part always bothered me •. that my _f1l~ 
had been ruined by radiation and the PICtures dtdn t 
come out ." 

The troublesome part of all of this was that 
although the impressions in the ground and the 
seared bush were seen by many, no one saw what 
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. Workinl ni1ht1 did not eaae Zamora 1 patn. Arriv-

Lonnie Zamora satd he: saw. Allen Hynek, the ina home he would plop down in a chair in a daze and 
distinguished UFO consultant, says: "It's re~lly a wonder ~hat he had seen in that arroyo. He would 
pity, but no one's fault, that other witnesses dtd not question why he had to be the one to see it . Finally, 
see the object land or take off." Mary zamora urged her husband to visit a priest at 

Because of that fact Zamora bec~m~ a tarwet of San Miguel Mission. It he~ped, says_ Zamora .. "Th~ 
skeptic s. H1s character and mot1ves underwent priest told me to stop thinkmg about 1t all the ttme. 
scrutinization . As that began to happen, Zam~ra As close as she is to her husband, Mary Zamora 
withdrew. Crank telephone calls tn the mght caused says he has told her little about what he saw in the 
him to clam up. Other pe~sons who had follow~.d arroyo. The family keeps no scrapbooks. '.'All I 
Zamora to the. arroyo expenenced the same th.mg. I know," sighs Mrs. zamora, "is what I read m the 
just QUit talkmg about It to every Tom, Dtck and newspaper" 
Harry," says James Luckie. "I got t1red of b~mg · 
called a damn liar. People would say to me, Oh, 
you're a fool; you never saw nothin.' " 

However, those who knew Zamora well never 
questioned his story. "He's a good man, and he was 
always a good policeman." . . 

Allen Hynek calls Lonnie :·basically smcere an~ 
reliable. Not capable of contnvmg a complex hoax. 

Hoax. The word began to pop up as soon as the story 
broke . After all, the history of UFOs then, as now. IS a 
history heavy with folks often regarded as kooks. 
Was Zamora one? 

Felix Phillips lived four blocks from the arroyo. 
Phillips told investigators that on the evemng of Apnl 
24, he was at home and his front door and wm~ows 
were open to catch the spring breeze. Ph1lltpssa1d he 
heard nothing. Not at 5:50 p.m.; not at any t1me. 

Did Zamora make up the whole thmg' Was he 
drinking that evening' Was this just another swamp 
gas mirage, a frequent occurrence elsewhere at the 
time? Hynek says no way . "I found nothmg that tends 
to discredit Mr. Zamora." Art Byrnes, the ex-FBI 
agent, rules out alcohol. "I knew Lon!lie before that 
incident and I never knew him to dnnk. There was 
never any indication of narcotics. I always found 
Lonnie very stable. And Lonnie wouldn't go for a 
publicity stunt if one were proposed . He's always 
been too honest." 

But the hoax idea w.ould not go away. A debunker of 
this case and others, Philip Klass, published a book in 
1974 entitled UFOs Explained. Klass suggests th~t 
the Socorro event was a scheme to pull the commum
ty out of an ecomomic depression . To support hts 
theory, Klass says scientists at Socorro's New Mex1co 
Institute of Mining and Technology, who surely 
might want to study a UFO sighting in their back 
yard. seemed totally uninterested. !''urthermore, 
Klass points out that the alleged Uf 0 landed on 
property owned by Holm Bursum, mayor of Socorro 
at the time and a promment banker. Bursum, 
contends Klass, would "not be unhappy to see an 
influx of tourist dollars ." 

Holm Bursum is no longer mayor of Socorro, but he 
still lives there . He chuckles at Klass' conclusions. 
"The man is silly . Sure, it was my land where that 
took place. I went out and took a look like everybody 
else . And I was as excited as everybody else. It was 
like saying you saw a ghost in a graveyard. But I sure 
didn 't plan it." . 

Bursum discounts the idea that Lonme Zamo~a 
fabricated the happening. "To my knowledge, Lonme 
is not a daydreamer. He 's not a practical joker. He's a 
very serious person and always has been. " . 

A few months after the incident, Ray Senn, ctty 
clerk of Socorro, announced that the town was going 
to try to cash in on its sudden notoriety. When a 
Hollywood movie company came to Socorro, Senn led 
them around with relish . When the movie people sa1d 
they would premiere in Socorro their film about 
Zamora's sighting, Senn whooped with joy. "Then 
they told me they wanted $15,000 up front to do that_." 
remembers Senn. "Well, $15,000 was a lot of money m 
those days . We were babes in the woods. But we 
weren 't that ignorant . We said no ." . 

The movie, titled Phenomenon 7. 7, was shown tn 
parts of the country, though few in Socorro can 
recollect seeing it , including Ray Senn. Today, the 
memory of April 24 and what followed an:uses Senn, 
except where Zamora is concerned . "If It had been 
anybody else but Lonnie who said they had Sighted a 
UFO," says Senn, "I would have doubted it. Lonnie's 
just too straight of a guy ." . 

"Lonnie's a real fine fella," adds Ooal Grmder, once 
owner of a Whitmg Brothers Service Station on 
Socorro's California Avenue . Grinder remembers 
another film company, this one a documentary outfit 
from England, arri\'ing in Socorro. That firm came to 
his gas station to shoot footage of the owner. "They 
come to me," says Grinder. "because on the same day 
just before Lonnie said he'd heard that noise and s?w 
that flame, a car come into my Statton. It was a 55 
gray Cadillac with Colorado plates . I'll never forget 
it ." 

Grinder says a man and two small children were 
riding in the car. The man asked Grinder if there 
were any funny-looking, low-flying airplanes m the 
area . Why? wondered Grinder . "Because ," the man 
answered, "one just made a pass at my car down the 
road . And a police car went tearing after it." 

Grinder told his story to the Air Force "They said 
they would look for the man , but I don't know if they 
ever did . I advertised for him myself, but I never 
found him." 

With no witnesses to corroborate him, Zamora 
started giving others the silent treatment . Holm 
Bursum says he can understand Zamora's reticence. 
"I thin' : Lonnie just got tired of people coming up and 
saying, 'What's new on Mars?' " 

Zamora's son, Michael, 23, says his father has never 
talked to him about the incident. "He's a very 
to-himself person in all ways," says Michael. Lonnie 
Zamora 's wife, Mary, agrees. "He's quiet . I'm 
surprised he would talk to you." . 

A tall, slim woman, Mary Zamora work~ m the 
records section of the Socorro General Hospital. She 
has always been a big influence on her husband. After 
the incident, Zamora could not sleep; he was plag~ed 
by nightmares. Mary Zamora pressed h1m mto 
switching to a night shift and to make sure. he always 
had a partner with him on patrol. (On Ap~tl 24, 1964, 
Zamora had just left his partner off for dmner when 
the he heard the explosion in the arroyo.} 

•••• 
Lonnie Zamora was born in Magdalena, N.M., 50 

years ago. His father, Domingo, was a cement 
plasterer. The youngest of nine children, Zamora was 
13 when Domingo died. His mother, Rafehta, moved 
the family first to Morenci, Ariz., then later to 
Socorro. 

From the time he was young, Zamora has always 
known hard work. When his mother died while he was 
still a teen-ager, Zamora quit high school and took a 
job in construction. Later, aftf7r marrying Mar~ . ~nd 
becoming the father of two ch1ldren, he _ took an, J~b 
he could. He worked at New Mex1co :rech tn 
maintenance . He was a bailiff for a local JUdge .. A 
long-time ambition was to become a New Mex .. co 
state policeman. A lack of education prevented h1m 
from making it . 

Instead, Zamora went to work for the Socorro 
Police Department. By all accounts he . was a 
competent officer. He was considered consc1enttous 
and trustworthy. Zamora had been with the pollee 
department for five years when he went to the 
arroyo. 

•••• 
Being a small-town lawman did not prepare Zamora 

for instant celebrity status, and he has trouble copmg 
with it still. After strangers showed up on Zamora's 
doorstep without an appointment and ordered him to 
take them to the arroyo, he grew irritated . When 
pests insisted Zamora accept long-distance telephone 
calls - collect calls, often - he became bugged . Of 
the hundreds of letters Zamora has received, he has 
only answered a handful. He grew weary of defen-
ding himself long ago. . 

From the outset, Zamora decided to cooperate wtth 
only those people he trusted , like Allen Hynek. Even 
today Hynek remains a friend to Zamora . They keep 
in touch . The famed astronomer occas10nally asks 
Zamora to join him at speaking engagement.~ . Zamora 
respectfully declines . "I am't no speaker,. he say s. 
Zamora recently turned down an mv1tatton to be 
flown to Mexico to meet with a group of md1v1dual s 
who all claimed to have sighted UFOs. "They wanted 
me to join their club," Zamora says. " I ain't no 
joiner." . . . 

Money, even in the form of a1rltne t1ckets to 
Mexico, has never interested Zamora . Zamora says a 
writer from a flashy supermarket tablotd once 
descended on Zamora's home with an offer: The 
writer, Zamora says, was willing to hand over $100 tf 
Zamora would change his story , spice 1t to suit the 
tabloid 's readers. ("COP BEAMS UP TO MAKE 
ALIEN BUST.") Zamora closed his door in the 
writer's face. 

Zamora decided to leave the Socorro Police Depart 
ment 13 years ago. For five years he ran a Chevror. 
station on New Mexico Highway 60 , on the western 
fringe of Socorro. In the mid-1970s he again became a 
city employee, joining the maintenance department . 
Today he drives an earth mover. He supplements hts 
income by serving in the National Guard . . 

A lesser man might have turned to dnnk after gomg 
through what Zamora did . Zamora turned to work 
and he says, to God. His mother gave h1m h1s 
religious faith. "I pray every day," says Zamora . " I 
couldn't have gotten through this without God's 
help." 

He says he doesn't think much about the event 
unless someone else brings it up . He has been back, 
but not lately, to the lonely arroyo located just west ~f 
where a KOA campground now stands . He doesn t 
like to go there, he says. He would rather be at home 
where he enjoys watching television. Hee-Haw IS h1s 
favorite program. No, he has not seen E. T. or Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind. He does not go to the 
movies . 

"My husband is a simple man but a good one," says 
Mary Zamora. "He wouldn't talk about thts, but he IS 
kind-hearted. When he was a policeman he was 
always helping out vagrants, you know, people 
stranded . When he owned the service station, he d1d 
the same thing : took money out of his own pocket to 
give to somebody who was in trouble ." 

• ••• 
Two Socorro-related stories: one droll, the other, 

·spooky. . 
Ray Stanford is the person who wrote an ent1re 

book on the events surrounding April 24, 1964. The 
title of Stanford's 1976 work is Socorro" Saucer'' in a 
Pentagon Pantry. 

Two copies of Stanford's book have been stolen 
from the Socorro Public Library. And curiously, that 
book is about theft: Among other charges, Stanford 
accuses the government of confiscating evidence, 
including a scoop of vitrified sand and a rock 
supposedly sprouting zinc-iron alloy particles. Stan
ford also claims the Air Force attempted to make 
Zamora withhold information about the inverted red 
V Zamora said he saw on the side of the craft (Zamora 
can't recall the Air Force saying such a thing) . 
Finally, Stanford asserts that Art Byrnes, the . FBI 7 
agent, told Zamora he did not have to report, 1f he 
didn't want to, the small figures in white coveralls he 

(continued on page 8) 
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said he saw. (Byrnes can't recall saying such a thing .) 

Shortly after Zamora's sighting, Stanford spent 
several days in Socorro gathering information. 
Returning by car to his home in Phoenix, Stanford 
says he was passing through Datil, N.M ., when he 
spotted something crossing the sky. The object was. 
he estimates, traveling between 1,200 and 1,400 mph. 
Definitely a UFO, Stanford claims. And such a shame, 
he says, that no one else saw it . 

Now the spooky story . Ted Jordan , the former state 
policeman, says that when he was stationed at 
Socorro he saw lots of peculiar things in the sky . He 
says that one night he was checking fo r speeders on 
Interstate 25, about four miles north of town . 
"Suddenly I look up and I see this evening star. Well, 
you always see the evening star, only this one begins 
to move. I watch it for a while and it keeps moving . I 
owned a reflecting telescope so I raced home and got 
it and put a 400-power lens on it . Well , that dude was 
still moving. I watched it go south of Socorro and then 
come back. It was taking its sweet time checking out 
Socorro. It certainly did not look like any kind of star. 

•••• 
There may be few souvenirs left from that event of 

two decades ago, but there remain s numerous 
questions . The biggest, of course, is : What did 
Zamora see) 

Most people who have studied the case in depth 

.. (1\ : 

truly believe Zamora saw something. James Luckie, 
the former undersheriff, feels it was an AmeriMn 
spacecraft. "It was," confirms Luckie, " the outfit 
they went to the moon on . It come up from 
Alamogordo. The reason I know this is that when I got 
out there I smelled diesel fuel. I know that smell 
'cause I worked on highways for 25 years . And what 
UFO uses diesel fueP" 

" You can't rule out that what Lonnie saw was 
related to the potential moon landing ," says Ray Sepn. 
the onetime ctty clerk . "The craft Lonnie described 
turned out to be near ly exactly like the one that went 
to the moon ." 

"To my knowledge it wasn't big enough to be an 
Apollo spacecraft, " counters Art Byrnes. " And if that 
kind of craft had blasted off it would have made a 
hole in the ground ." 

Though author Ray Stanford cites all sorts of 
military obfuscations in the case, he docs not believe 
the government was covering up a visit to Socorro by 
a NASA device . The visitor, condudes Stanford, a 
self-proclaimed ··urologist ," was extrate rres trial. 

The United States Air Force's official report is 
inconclusive. Zamora 's sighting is s till on the unex
plained list of Project Blue Book at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base in Ohio. Project Blue Book is the bil?le 
of data taken from all reported UFO phenomena. 

The Air Force's findings, or lack thereof, do leave 
little questions unanswered . A few minutes befon~ 

Lonnie Zamora: After years of explaining and defending himself, he's weary of it all 

Zamora's !lighting, someone telephoned an Albuque r
que television station to report a UFO was "headinK 
south of the city ." There were no reports on radar 
screens on the early evening of April24, 1964, but the 
screens at White Sands and Holloman Air Force Rase 
terminated at 5 p .m . After the object allegedly landed 
in and then took off from the arroyo, a crystalline-like 
substance formed on the greasewood bush that had 
been seared. Those people around Socorro familiar 
with the area's plant life could not explain the 
substance . Neither could the Air Force . 

" I became suspicious of the military's investiga
tion," says Ted Jordan, "when they said my film had 
been damaged by radiation . If it was ruined by 
radiation, doesn't that say that maybe there was 
something strange in the area ?" 

Then there is Lonnie Zamora. "People say I saw a 
flying saucer," says Zamora. "I can't say if I did 
because I don't know what a flying saucer would look 
like." 

Zamora says that at first he thought it was some 
kind of Air Fo.ce plane because the Air Force 
investigators took charge of everything. "They were 
really busy here for a while ." 

Now he isn't sure of anything except: He was at the 
wrong place at the wrong time ." If something like this 
should ever happen to me again, if I should ever see 
anything strange out there, I know what I"ll do," says 
Zamora, s trok ing hi'S big knuckles . " I won't tell 
nobody ." • 

.:.;.; '';~:~: 
'·?· 
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BULlETIN , Latrobe , PA- July 29, 1983 CR: S. Gordon 

A rea UFO sightings reported 
Stan Gordon, director of the Pennsylvania Association for the 

Study of the Unexplained, reported today that his group has had a 
report of a UFO sighting on Route 981 near Teledyne, Inc. 

He said the report was received Monday and is asking that 
others who may have noted anything unusual in that area to report 
the sightings to him by calling 838·7768 or by writing to the group 
at 6 Oak Hill Ave ., Greensburg, 15601. All information is held in 
strict confidence and no names are released . 

Gordon also reported that reports of sightings between New 
Alexandria and Latrobe have been reported in the past month . 

NEWS, Lima, OH- Aug . 7, 1983 CR: J. Timmerman 

Effort continues 
to get information 
about UFO flyers 

By GERRI WILUS 
News Staff Writer 

Aliens who land on Earth and are 
trailed by humans are found only 
on movie screens. Right? 

Well, if some trailers of the 
phenomenon known as unidentified 
flying objects are right, those sci
ence fiction scripts might not be too 
far off base. 

the group has donated $300 to help 
fund the legal battle. 

The donation helped foot a $1,000 
tab to file the case with the Su
preme Court.. 

To augment public knowledge of 
the subject, a group called Citizens 
Against UFO Secrecy filed suit 
against the government seeking 
release of UFO records under the 
Freedom of Information Act. Two 
courts turned down the group's 
request and the U.S . Supreme 
Court refused to hear it. 

A second filing by Citizens 
Against UFO Secrecy was denied 
by the U.S. District Court of the 
District of Columbia on July 28. 
The request asked the government 
to produce alien bodies which UFO 
watchers say the government has 
recovered from alleged UFO crash 
sites. 

John P. Timmerman 

Timmerman said the court stated 
that in its opinion it had no jurisdic
tion in the matter and that no party 
had been injured as a result of the 
government's failure to release any 
such material. 

Timmerman said reports from 
such crash sites indicate the areas 
have been evacuated and investi
gated by military personnel. 
" There is some evidence of varying 
degrees that this has happened 
more than once," he said. 

But the group did obtain some 
information from the National Se
curity Administration, much of 
which was censored by administra
tion officials. 

Those efforts have been aided by 
the Center for UFO Studies, which 
has a local office at 916 W. Market 
St. John P. Timmerman, national 
chairman :>f the organization, said 

But, retrieved material could be 
most valuable in understanding the 
UFO phenomenon, he said. While 
Timmerman won't say whether he 
believes such material is being held 
by the government, he added, " You 
can't deny the possibility it's true." 

He added that it could be in the 
government's best interest to with
hold UFO information because it 
could create an unpredictable reac
tion from the public, dilute military 
credibility or give away military 
secrets. 

"The government has a lot of 
information, there 's no doubt about 
it," he added. 

"I don't envy the guys who have 
to say 'no' (to requests for informa
tion )," he said. 

APPALACHIAN ~m-JS-EXPRESS, Pikeville , KY- J uly 13 , 1983 

UFO Sighted In Pike Area 
The strange sight over Pikeville 

Monday night was not the Goodyear 
Blimp, Superman or the Jaycees' 
fireworks display . 

That is what it was not but no one 
knows for sure what the sighting 
could have been . 

Spectators at the Pikeville Cubs ' 
ballgame saw it. 

Fifteen customers at the Log 
Cabin Restaurant saw it. 

Residents on Coon Creek saw it. 
Gene Davis was at the Cubs' game 

in the press box when shouts went up 
about an unidentified flying object. 

Spectators stood to watch and the 
players suspended play for awhile . 
According to Davis , the object was 
in the sky about five minutes. 

"It was some sort of a vehicle. 
There were bright lights on it and it 
seemed to be very low. It moved 
slowly, almost like it had stopped to 
watch the game. The lights made it 
look triangular ." 

Davis said there was bound to be a 
plausible explanantion for the craft 
but said it did not resemble anything 
he had ever seen before. 

Mr. and Mrs . Gary McCoy of Coon 
Creek saw it. 

Mr. McCoy and a friend, Hal 
Blake Amos were riding in a conver
tible, listening to the Cubs ' game on 
WPKE radio whE!n the announcer 
said , "Everyone has stopped wat
ching the game to see the UFO ." 

At that point McCoy pulled into the 

parking lot of the Log Cabin 
Restaurant to see if he could spot the 
UFO 

Restaurant owner Jimmy Blai r 
and several customers were outside . 

All of them sighted the craft. 
Descriptions of the cra ft rna tched 
Davis ' account. 

The only difference in all the ac
counts was from Mrs. McCoy. 

She was at home when she saw the 
craft in the sky. She said it looked 
rectangular . " It had two br ig ht 
yellow lights at first, bu t as it got 
closer you could ac tua lly see four 
lights . There were two red lights . 
too ." 

She said about 15 people were at 
her home at the time. 

During the evening the craft circl
ed, went up Coon Creek a nd came 
back. 

According to Mrs. McCoy. the 
sight disappea red a bout 9 p.m . The 
excitement died down and the 
neighbors went home. 

" About mid night Gary and I were 
sitting around the pool ta lk ing about 
the UFO or wha tever . and it came 
back. It was 12:05. It fi na lly just 
disappeared like it was going to 
West Virginia ." 

The mai n thing everyone mention
ed in their description of the cra ft 
was the sound . or lack of sound. 

" There jus t si mply was n' t any 
noise at all. " 

9 



FOREIGN NEWS 
BECKENHAM JOURNAL, Kent, England - May 12, 1983 

UFO~-new reports are coming in 
SOME111ING 1CraD1e Ia 
.... - ...... alabt •JEJ. 
.... paaled ............ 
W8Dt to _. to the boaom 
ol die m,.e.y. 

o~.:uJ;ht bcPt ~~ rv 
av~ral peopl~ toT.ve bMn 
ho'ferln.c over homes and 

~~~~~! ~f I~ with 
Now oth~n. who tboullht 

tbey wer~ " just aeein& 
thl!lil," bav~ also come 
forw.-d fol.lowln& a report 
In some K~ntUII Timn edJ· 
tiona 1Mt w~k of sl&btln&a 
on April 27. 

There Ia &rOWin& pressur• 
for an lnv~tion. 
c~ntre of aetlvitiea haa 

~eon Blckl~y and Chis!,.. 
hu..rst. but tthb w~k the 
my.tecy spread to Biegln 
Hill whS"e a r e s 1 d ~ n t 
belleovec the obj~ct cam~ to 
eert.h 

In thlsl~hurst. Mn Gladys 
Aus:t!n. of Lower C.mden, 
aid: " I thoueht I was rolng 
mad, But now I know from 
tbe KeRtUII Time• that other 

=~ r•v:hln~~nsom'!,~: 
abou.ld ftnd out wbat Ia 
eotnc on. 

"My bedroom was Ut u~ 

:t =~t 11 JJt ~~ ~:~t 
I'd left my bedroom 11-ibt 
on. But when I looked out 
of th~ window tmlre was 

rw,~:~~ ~~:~e u"f~! 
~ I was petttlied." 

The llrht hovered ror a 
fVJw minute-s, then moved 
towards Sldcu·p. "I just 
prii'Yed· 1t would not come 
any mlll!'~r to me," said Mrs 
Au.stfn. " I just pulled th~ 

~~~~~u;em;.,1:; :~~ 
/lO away.'' 
Th~ UFO was spotted 

earlie-r thet eveonln~~: over 
Summer Hlll by Mr John 
N'flwcomb, of St Michael's 
Oloee, BI-ckley, who stopped 
hb ur to watdl th~ lllrhts 
hover. 

be~~IH~b~~ ~w: 
-n by Mr Anthony Adams, 
ol Lower Camden. at V.20 

~~~L.n~c~1e=. 
with llUft'tlllier Kr Chrla-

toph~r Croucll. of Becken· 
ham . 

The ll&hta were llttll tn 
the *Y w ben they anivacl 
at Mr Adams ' home and 
watched far 10 mlnutec by 
M!' Adama and bJa family . 

"One balloon d1Sl11PP8'11red 
--the other we-nt In the 
Bickley dlrec:tlol'l\" sa.ld Mr 
Adams. 

It wu also that nl&ht that 
som~hln& landed tn Bl&&ln 
HUI. 

to!'ki~,P~~~ ~h:X\~·r= 
window of her home In 
Lusted Hall Lane across the 
vallecy at ar<ound V.30 p m. 

"I s- a ereet light. It 
was round or oval, and a 
brJillant white I yellow . It 
came towards me and cot 
lower until I Imagined It 
waa a plll'll~ comlnr ln. to 

~n!.;'\!~'e ta~'ihe-l~~~t 
" It kept comln& lowe-r 

~d ~~~00~~ 1t tt·:o:= 
dow.n ll'!ld tbrou&h the trees 
I could aee that br11Uant 
ll&ht. There was no ban&; 
nothln&." 

An account of a separate 

r=n:u~t;~hsth~.~:~ 
Tfci?:• of Cl&rence Road, 
~~rtleyi2 -::'

0 
11 w~: I ·~~ 

lewvtn& a friend's bouse In 

~:!:' ll:eena I 1~~~a11':: 
ftre IIbov~ Cbtslebunt. 

• nzzl.a) oUT • 
"AI I watched it ~ 

sHihtJy sm.iler and dlvlded 
lnto two. The Nnalleor part 
dlropped downwards a.nd 
ftzzk!d out. Tbe other part 

m?,V:: ::rt:~a{-had got 
my friend, and we both 
watched It slow1y disappear 
over the hor1Jon." 

Reports of similar sl~ht· 
lngs !ltarted In Chlslehurst 
last February wh~n resi
dents' ~rooms were lit up 
by objects In the early 

mTh;n\itnJstTy of Defence 
premlsee In Bickley, pollee, 
Army end RAF units, all 
1ay the s!ghtings are a 
myatery. 

e Si&httngs ol a klte
ahaped UFO 111CP0S6 Bromley 
Common lut :year brou&ht 
~.Uoo that the ar~a 
wu on a .. uro ftl&btpatb." 

SUN, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia- May 27, 1983 CR: P. No~ 

Have you se~n _,the light? 

TillS pidure of a l JFO was 
I akt·n from the rooftop of the 
( 'hannd 7 s tutlios in South 
:\lt'lhourne on \\'etlncs rla v 
night. . 

It was taken b v the station 's 
h r a t1 ~:amcra.man l .auric 
Bnwie helwcen 11 p .m . and l 

1\ cleaner S!Jiltted the lHll
salin~ light in the sky when 
he entered the studins to be
gin work . 

l\tr nnwie said )'l'stenlay 
the sil:'hl was remarkahlf'. 

"I've shot a lot of night 
stufT, hut never sl'cn anythin::-

quite like that before," he said. 
The film ·showed a bright 

light changing colors from 
white to green to red. It also 
scemetl to be spinning. 

Channel 7 yesterday a~ed 
Rrett Biddington of the RAAF 
lo view the film . 

BERROtiS WORCESTER JOURNAL, England- June 30, 1983 

JUlllOR 
OURllAL 

Close encounters 
ND~S, Ballarat, Victoria, Australia 

June 1, 1983 from outer space 

Fr o m Or . /)u r i d 
/l o d~: ~ in111 n . R oc ~dal r . 
1\ ,- ,~ . 

I have been •nterested •n 
the UFO S1ght1ngs •n your area 
and thought you m1ght be 
•nterested 1n the follow•ng 

About lour to s1x months 
ago on the Sydney papers a 
Mr Noel Mart.n ol Wollongong 
wrote that as a youth he and 
members of h1S lam1ly were 
on a southern NSW coastal 
res or t at n1ght w hen 
unexpectedly a UFO ap 
peared 1n a blaze of l1ght 

It was the s•ze of a small 
car . w•th two occup ants 
aboard . and llew lrom the 
west d•d a z•g -zag !light pat 
tern then submerged 1n the 
sea water s bes•de them 

H1s brother lives at the s1te 
and hasn·r seen the UFO lly 
out from the area smce 

Noel Mart 1n recent ly moved 
to Nowra and set up an 
underwater "'U FO Recovery 
Mission: · 

T1ll two months ago I had 
his address. but have miS
placed it. The site may be 
somewhere in (deleted by re
quest) 1n 30 feet of water. 

I phoned h1m a couple of 
months ago and he stated 
they had located the UFO. 

He init ially thought he had a 
financial sponsor . He even 
offered Prince Leonard of 
Hull Provmce. Western Aus
tral ia. full details . likewise the 
Sydney UFO Society. 

Noel Mart in sa id that 
although rains had darkened 
the waters for weeks . he and 
his underwater team felt con
fident they had located the 

~~i~e~n~~~ed~e~;sa~~o:'!~~ 
or moved away. 

Your V1ctor~an UFOs could 
have shown their presence 
because Noel Mart•n may by 
now ha ve reached or tS soon 
to rea ch h•s goal 

He wanted to hire some 
spec•al Naval gear for under 
water recovery. Similar to tha t 
the pot•ce used •n Durrenong 
Dam. Well•ngton NSW. re
cently to recover a 20-year
old lost sunken aeroplane, 

HOW many of you have 
seen 'Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind' or 
'ET'? If you haven't, I 
know you'll have seen 
'Doctor Who'. 

The success of these fUma 
depends so much on 
people's fascination with 
outer apace, like the new 
film 'Return of the Jedi' . 

I expect moat of you were 
tucked up in bed when the 
recent comet puled over
head. 

Wanting to have a good 

~~ a: ~~~•jlf w~~~ ~rmth: 
top of the garden and during 
the brief few momenta the 
clouds parted I saw myriacb 
of stars twlnkling milllona 
of mUea away. 

ADd I thou,cht I saw the 
comet in tile corner of the 
Plough. 

After a few minutes of 
aUght feellng of unease 
came over me, and I felt I 
was beinl watched. Of 
coune, It wu my Imagina
tion runninl riot bec:au.e I 
had been thiDk1nl about uni
dentified flJlnl objectl -
UFO a. 

I have onl7 ever seen two 
of thete 1trange pheno
mena. 

The flrtt wa1 when I was 
driving in daylight acro11 
Grand Bahama. [saw a aU
ver ball in the aky moving 
very fast - It mUit have 
been a few thousand feet up 
- when It auddenl7 atoppecl 
and bonred In the sky for 

quite a few minutes before 
accelerating away at great 
speed. It wu of coune in 
the Bermuda Triangle! 

The other sighting wu 
coming 1D to land at San 
Franclaco airport when I 
and some of the pauengera 
on the port aide of the Boe
ing 707 saw a golden ball 
which passed very close to 
the aircraft. 

Aa we banked round to 
come into land the object 
hovered in the diltance, ap
proached the aircraft at 
high speed and then 
accelerated away from u.. 
Other people saw lt and I 
have wondered to th1a day 
whatltwu. 

Slghtlnga of UFOa have 
occurred all over the world. 

~~~ S:er:'~~te ~ef:: h~~ 
in England around Warmin
ater, and there have been 
othen aince up and down 
the country. 

Aircraft Oylng In the Car
Ibbean area have been 'bus
zed' by tbeae 1tran1e 
objectl which have tent the 
lnltrumentl haywire and in 
some lnltance1 after frantic 

;:t!r~rle~c~·~ ~e~~rc:::~ 
lost without trace. 

When ooe bellu to think 
about the abe of the uni· 

verse it's quite DOUible 
there are other worlcb jUit 
11 curious about us a1 we 
are about them. 

Our apace prolfammea 
prove th1a a1 craft full of 
scientific lnltrumentl are 
constantly belnJ lent up 
into apace, prob1nl deeper 
and deeper every year. 

In America, J. Allen 
Hynek has let up a UFO 
retearcll station at Evao
aton in Illlnol.a. The centre 
recelvea aroUDd 100 reporta 
of allbtlnga every DlgbL 

It h widely accepted there 
are many other star 17• 
tema in the univene cap
able of aupport.lne life aad 
some may have ciVUI.Iatlolll 
in advance or oun. 

A man called PbWp J. 
Klaas, an avloolcl editor, 
aald that lt would take 180 
yean for people in the 
nearest star ayatem to oun 
to reach us - If the IP&Ce 
craft could travel at 70 lllB
Uonmpbl 

AA far back •• 5,000 rean 
ago the Cblne1e have 
record• of lllhtlall of 
UFOa and we seem to have . 
been vlalted replarly llDce 
then. 

I am very careful when I 
go up the back lardeD at 
lll&btl 

Flying formations 
DURING the lalt centll!fz 
31 alghti.ngl were collatea 
from all over the world. 

On September 7, 11120, a 
formation of fl7lnl objectl 
was seen cronlnc the town 
of Embnm in southern 
France. 

On November 11, 111Z, a 

vast green dl.ac: was obMr
ved from Greenwich Oble,.. 
vatory. It bad a moat odd 

apr·~~~ceallo seen over 
Europe, and In November 
1181 an aerial veuel paae4 
over Berklhlre couatl7aldeJ 
frUbtelliDC clom..UC ana 
wtfd aDllllala with Ita 8004. 

10 
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BELIEVE IT OR NOT •• I 

RAAF to 
probe radar 
m.v.stery 

THE RAAF is investigating a 
series of mysterious high
speed radar signals detected 
by air traffic controllers at 
Sydney Airport. 

By ELIZABETH FORTESCUE 
and WYNNE GRAY 

Pat Townsend said sounds could 
normally be explained, but this 
series was b a ffling air traffic 
control. 

About 10 reports of unex
plained ultra-high frequency sig
nals have been noted in the air 
traffic controllers ' log in recent 
weeks. 

from within an area 1 OOkm to 
250km north of Sydney. 

They have been reported to the 
RAAF Operational Command 
centre, which has begun an Inves
tigation Into the possible UFOs. 

"If the authorities can tell us, 
we would like to know what it 
is." he said. 

But at this stage the RAAF says 
it hasn't have any idea what is 
causing the signals. 

The readings have been coming Mascot operations controller 

~UFO-a 
~-- bird 
» ~ 

;g plane 
"0 

~or 

~hoax? ..., 
,:: IS :rr a bird. Is it a plane. 
~ Ja lt a &.!Jantic bo8X? 

That Iii the ~ation over 
"' the IIIY&tery UFO that ~ 

U) been boverin-i over the 
f!l Bromley arN ln recent 
~ months a:nd, .according to 
E-< ~i~ has landed at 

S llore people bave come 
f~ with d-=:riptions 

..2:: o1. sa.nee objec$ in tbe 
0 ~bt sky. 
0:: Mr 1'imot;hy Good, a. local 
en UFO expect, wants 

reader's to contact hiin 
t..broul.h us with details o1. 

t.he ·~·· Write 10 llr Good at the Bromlev 
TitMI, 20/21, Church Road, 
BI'U!MeJ. 

Bat Xr Da"rid .MioaUef, 15, 

~~~·w~r:--:; 
IDIIJbe&boax. 

Be worb at tbe R.amblen 

~~eh~t.~ 
!f!t ,! ~r!s ~ :,~ 
Jarte d u s t b t n Hnen 

~~ ~ikll~ ~=-Both ~pioded . 
.a. believes it was an eJll)eri· 

men-t th.&t bacldl.red. 
OD Al.lril 27, Mr Peter 

::'~~~ ~ad~~~e~ 
were outside Bromley 
Na'N:l Club In B.romley 
Hl&h Street when he 
looked up and saw a 
llch~ . "It looked like the 
brig'bt lleht of a plane but 
there waa no noise and It 
bad an orange glow. It 
glowed. hovered and then 
clhappeared.'' 

Tbe same nig-bt, said Mrs 
Janet Marshall.~,. she and 
ber husband .tnian, wit· 
nessed a strange sight 

~thew.roe~ 
barst. -I looked up to see 
a tria,ular shape of 

~btMrs g~a.rs~aH~LnJ~; 
Nl~ Crist, 27, of White

beam Avenue, Bromley, 
aa1d be saw the orange 
Ucbt .boY'e'rini in tbe sky. 

tlin Elizabeth Smdtb and 
ber daughter Amber, 12, 
~ Hulemere Way, Haoyes, 
were walJdong tbelr dog 
wben they saw a ~t in 
tbe slcy. "It was a bnlllant 
...tdt.e lieht and l'OUild it a 

~~ran~az~tb 0: 
dome on top, u saUl 
~tened Amber, they 
ran. The ll~t z~e.z.acged 
KT06S tbe a)cy. 

~~=~~~ 
partlcula'l')y over Blddey 
lnd <ll.islehurst - sionce 

~~RAP" ~t.~f:y 
ol Defenoe oeetabllsbmenb 

- pauled. 

<"\ w 

~ ET leads police 
~ a merry dance 
'"";) 

By JOHN SILVESTEit 

"' HAS Melton suddenly become a popular extro
·r-i terrestrial tourist attraction .. ? 
~ Or were a group of 
~ policemen on night patrol 

] ~1~~:¥~?tf~~~~~:IE;; 
early yesterday? 

cd an~hrhf~1~i~ti~~e r:re~:;r 
·~ ment are quite frankly baf. 
o fled . 

-+-> Eight policemen and 
0 two bystanders reported 

:;; seeing UFOs during a cat· 
and-mouse chase lasting 

"' nearly six hours around 
QJ Melton. E It all began when ~Ielton 
;1 police constables. Peter 
o Ferguson and Ray Ellens 

.D spotted a mystery object 
Qj near the Western Highway 
;i; about 12.40 a .m. 

They followed the ob· 
._;' ject"s lights until it hover· 
< ed over the Melton shop
H ping centre. 
D:! They then tracked it to 
0 Toolernvale. where they 
t; trained a searchlight on it. 
H The constables got a 
P... glimpse of the tail. which 

U) ~r~1!:i?o \\~a:~~?lu~~~icao;~ 
~ ter or small gyrocopter. 
Z The police followed it 
z and s~11d 1t landed several 
::::::> times but took olf before 
U) 

they could get close 
enough to Identify it. 

About 1.30 a .m . traffic 
control at Melbourne Air
port spotted an object in 
the Melton area with radar 
sweeps but it was flying 
too low to be identified. 

About 5.30 a.m. police 
saw an object which 
looked like a Harrier jump· 
jet about 100 m above the 
Melton police station. 

'" It definitely appeared 
to be man-made ,"' a police· 
man said. 

'"When it flew it made a 
whirring sound- it didn"t 
sound like a jet.·· 

Police said the object 
stayed in the Melton . 
Sydenham and Rockbank 
areas before flying towards 
Deer Park . 

A spokesman for the 
RAAF. Mr Ken Llewellyn. 
said: "It could be an elabo
rate hoax."' 

A spokesman for the 
Aviation Department, Mr 
Ken Williams. said: "We 
haven't a clue what it was, 
we are just as puzzled as 
the police.'' 

He said there was no 
known air traffic in the 
area at the time. 

"Whatever it is, it's 
flying at about 
2400kmth that's 
twice the speed of 
sound," a spokesman 
said. 

The RAAF has re
fused to speculate 
about the identifica
tion of the "craft" until 
a full investigation is 
completed. 

"It is vPry strange 
and there has been a 
lot of conjecture as to 
what it is," Mr Town
send said. 

"We have seen so 
many queer things in 
our time. Normally 
they are a ghosting ef
fect coming from an
other area. 

"It is moving fairly 
quickly. It can be 
caused by what we call 
·angels' - a result of 
weather inversions or 
gaseous pockets of air,"' 
he said. 

Usually air traffic 
controllers could de
tect these. but in this 
case there had been no 
explanation. 

Mystery 
Mr Townsend said 

the sounds had not 
caused any conflict 
with planes in the area. 

But one possibility is 
that military flights 
operate in an area 
above Mascot air 
space. and there could 
be some form of 
restricted military ac
tivity going on. 
The radar system at 

Mascot has previously 
had satellite interfer
ence. but air traffic 
control is not aware of 
any satellites supposed 
to be in the m ystery air 
zone. 

And radar technici
ans had not noted any 
malfunctions in the 
radar equipment dur
ing the last six weeks 
when the sightings 
were reported. 
It was also very 

doubtful it had been 
caused by a foreign 
plane. It was a theory 
yet to be confirmed. Mr 
Townsend said. 

" Nothing can fly in 
controlled air space 
without us knowing 
about it," he said . 

TIMES, Canberra, A.C.T., Australia 
June 11, 1983 CR: J. Magee 

UFOs may not be 
ET's after all 
A CURTIN woman, Mrs Mavis Marshall . savs she 
has reason to believe that reported sightings of LFOs 
- t~ the shape of flickering spheres - around 
Bendtgo have been blown out of all proportion. 

Mrs Marshall comes from Bendigo where, 20 years 
ago, she and other hobbyists were in the habit of 
launching paper hot-air balloons which they tracked 
across the countryside at night. 

They ~red the balloons with methylated spirits 
absorbed tn cotton wool and, when airborne, the 
balloons took on a flickering appearance. 

. T~e hobbyists created quite a stir. Newspaper 
chpptngs Mrs Marshall has kept from the time re
po~ted that l!lotorists gave accounts of sphere-shaped 
objects movmg at great speed high in the heavens. 

She suggests that a second generation of balloon
launchers could be doing the same thing now- hence 
the sightin~s reported recently. 

But we tn the newsroom would prefer to think that 
the reports are indeed not a lot of hot air. For we dream 
of the day that ET or a similar visitor will walk through 
the door to gtve us the story of our lives. 

- BEVERLEY MILLER 

I I 



E. T. phone the 
Express - have 

Circles of mystery •.• the puzzling holes among the tractor marks 

BROMLEY TI~rns , Kent , England- June 2, 1983 

UFO 's are back again ... 
OUR " OWN UFO" has 
r e t u r n e d - and the 
spotter says he will be 
armed with a camera 
next time. 

The balloon - like object 
was hoverin& in a blaze of 
orange and yellow !Wgbts 
over the area on May 24 
3't 1 am. 

N;~ ~it;.'a~~~d a~d ~~ 
brother, M-ark, from the 
window of thetr Meadow-urait B~~Y ... ~ it as 

I made my w-ay home that 
night. It was hovering over 
trees near Chislelturst Rail· 
way Station . It was puzz. 
ling. I'm sceptica.l about 
UFOs - but I do not know 
what this was . I told my 
brother and we watched 
it for a few minutes before 
It vanished in a l>arge 
ring." 

He felt ~t could not have 
been a large firework as 
It did not move fast -
a-nd as there was no noise 
H could not have been a 
plane, he thought. 

"'' was too f.ascillated to 
eet a camera - but I shall 

have one at hand next 
time," promised Neil. 
• Ph<>togra-phic evidence
or, even better, a movie 
film - is needed by local 
expert Mr Timothy Good, 

;~~ter~ !f;~~i~.tinfie t~~ 
convinced a " cel'tain pro
portion " of the sightings 
are genuine UFOs 
objects from another planet. 

If anyone else !law the 
UFO on May 23 or 24, or 
has any theories ~bat may 

!~f:i~o ll·r rooJ. cl!o~~ 
Ken.ti.th Times, at 20 to 21, 
Church Road, Bromley. 

you 
come 
back to 
Earth? 

by JACK HILL 
WHEN it comes to spotting visiting 
craft from other worlds, the earthlings 
of Westbury ought to know a ·little 
more than the rest of us. 

For the Wiltshire town lies within 
the famous "Warminster Triangle,'' 
which is to UFOs what Cowes 1s to 
yachting. 

But even there, five mystery circles 
that have suddenly appeared in a fresh 
green cornfield have got everyone guess
ing. 

It looks almost as if E.T . has come 
back to earth. 

The biggest circle is 50ft in diameter. 
The four others, 14ft in diameter, are 
neatly positioned around 1t to create 
tour corners. Just as though a spaceship 
has landed there. 

The corn inside has been ftattened 
close to the ground in a swirling, circular 
manner, as if by a giant fan .or whirling 
blade. 

What has been bafi!ing everyone 
since 40- year- old farmer Stan Pointer 
reported the strange sight Is that there 
were no signs o! entry by tractor or 
motor vehicle, except where his tractor 
had made r e g u I a r patterns while 
spraying. 

Sightseers 
Theories have been fiylng around 

like saucers !rom ou ter -space. 
Stan's wl!e, Janet, believes the circles 

were made by a whirlwind. "They can 
do funny things in a cornfield like this,'' 
she said. 

But her husband said : "I've never 
seen anythin~ like this In my Ufe." 

Some people say that deer are to 
blame. But Mr Alan Shepperd, on whose 
land the circles lie , says : "It Is the wrong 
time of year for deer to be rutting, which 
could make them flatten an area." 

PoUce in Westbury are not ruling out 
practical jokers. But a spokesman said : 
·• Whoever did it, 1! they did, put in a lot 
o! hard work and study to get the circles 
right." 

Even that seems unlikely, though. 
There are several morks linking the 
circles now becaushe sightseers have 
fiocked to the field, on the B3093 West
bzury to Devizes road. 

But there were no clear marks at 
first, insists Mr Shephard. 

Such weird goings-on will not trouble 
the folk within the Warminster Triangle 
too much, of course. 

Since the first dramatic stghtseeings 
In the sixties, they have reported seeing 
UFOe o! all shapes and sizes. 

Picture : CHRIS WOOD 

And 1! it turns out that the five 
mysterious cornfield circles were left by 
E.T .'s spaceship they will be able to say 
to a doubting world: ''We told you so." 
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U FO sighting? 
An unusual object was seen travelling across the skv 

above Kakapuaka on Wednesday night. • 
A Kakapuaka resident When the residents spotted 

reported that both she and it about 7pm, they im
her husband, as well as their mediately thought it may 
neighbours, watched as an have been an aeroplane, but 
object the shape of a hot air dismissed this when they 
balloon travelled slowly realised there was no sound 
south, then headed north coming from it. 
1\BA"in. The residents said they 

At one stage the object have "never seen anything 
disappeared into the clouds like it before" and were 
for a short time and at disappointed at not ha..-ing 
another point it stopped binoculan on hand. 12 
moving. The residents are in-

A pale yellow light shone terested in hearing from 
from both the "balloon" part anyone else who saw a 
of the object and near the similar object in the sky that 
bottom. night. 
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WHY HAVEN'T YOU P"ONED, ·E.T? 

We've found enough 
White Holes to sink a 
flying saucer! 

•• 
I 

• 
I 
I 

HERE M rs Payne with pictures old and new ot the phenomeno n . "The 
holes are quite friendly, " she says. Others are not so sure. 

The big mystery 

of UFO-Iand 
is getting deeper 
IT'S not just i n Wiltsh ir e th at ET has 
left his calling card. It seems h e h as 
also paid a visit to neighbouring 
Hampshire. 

And las t night the mystery of the 
farm ftcld hole:; had everyone going 
round in ever-mcreaslng circles. 

The saga began at the weeken d when 
ft ve rings appeared In a cornfield In the 
Wiltshire town o f Westbury inside the 
"Wa r min ste r Trian gle." an a rea that 
knows a thing o r two about UFOs. 

THERE S trange goings-on in the Dev il 's 
P unchbowl , near Winchester, 1981 

The nation held Its breath as the 
Express invited E .T . to phone f rom outer 
s p ace and explain what on earth is going 
o n. 

Last night we we r e still waiting . Then 
came the startling revelation that five 

AND EVERYWHERE A new mystery yesterday as they appear again in 
the W inchester barleyfield : T he plot gets cornier 

simila r rings had appeared - - --- - --- - -
in Hampshire's De\ ii's 
Punchbowl. a magi~iftcent 
ampitheatre below Che t>se-
foot H ead beauty s p ot out
side Winchester. 

This time the\' are in bar
Ie:- not corn . But the geo
metric prrfection and pattern 
are ju~ t as intri 2 uin~ . 

The new circlrs are in an 
80·acre field be~1de t hr A~n 
r oad to Pete rsfield. 

T il e big circle Is SOrt In 
cli:1meter. and the re ur S lll l\ 11 
ones grouped round 1t a re 
each 18ft a cross . 

A11d it's 11 0 1 tile firs t ti111e 
t h e.u lrn r e appeared t k cre 1 

They also tunzed li]J ill 1980 
a 11d 1981. 

T h is year they we re dis-

By DAVID THURLOW 

covered on the thundery 
mght of June 18. 

Maunce Botting, manager 
or a neighbounng farm at 
n earby Owslebury, said : " I 
went past that night at 1.30 
a .m. and they were not there . 

.. When I went bv a ~ ain at 
G.3() a.m. there they wrre
and it was qu1te astonishing. 
we are all mvstitied and 
wo•1ld love to knov.· what the 
ansu;er is.'' 

In ea<"n circle. the barley 
has been knocked down 

sclentlftcallv In a clock\\"ise 
splayed sp1ral from the crntre 
lea\"ing a perfec t arc . 

i\lr~ Pctron r l P.1yne. 37. 
from Owslebury. sa1d: .. The 
barlev IS laid perfectly, not 
npped, torn 01 cruslwd. 

•· What we w~nt is a logica l 
explanation . Tl1cre have bPen 
other circles in the area. 

" P eople rang tht' MinistriP.s 
of Or!Pnce and Agn culture 
two Y<'ars ago but no one 
w..~s int~r <'s ted so \\ e left it.'' 

Last nigh t the local pubs 
were agog as nlla grrs 111 th ~ 
two counties put tonHnd 
thr1r own th eorie-s 

Some said the circles were 
cut by a ho:~ xr r on sti lts . or 
by deer. a whir lwind . or a 
helicopter. 

Others suggested it w:1s llH' 
work of hrdgrhcgs JOyfully 
making love in the mid 
summer moonlight. 

B ut as the sprcnlat1on gr<'w 
t hat it mi gllt b<' somrt11 1n g 
f rom outrr sDace. th e Ha mp· 
sh1re fteld oV.·ner l:1unched a 
f uriou~ rocket of his own 

Lieutenant Commnnd.' r 
Hen ry Bruer In ~ absol ute ly 

WESTERN DA I LY PRESS, Bristol, England - July 12, 1983 

no doubt \\·hat it's all about. 
No fan cy theones for hun. 

He de .: lared : " It 's grown 
u p P<'OPl t> behaving ltkr cil il cl· 
r cn making wanton damage . 

.. They w a n t to d•' lude 
~:~~:;~1 gw\~os ;rtrF~upid mto 

.. Anv child could do it It's 
tlw e,l;i<'st thing in the world 
to do. I won't sa\· how ." 

Mrs Jenny R :l nd.les. d1rector 
nf m 1·e• tiga t ions fo r thr 
British Unidentified Fl ying 
Obi c'(' t Resra rch A>soc;:l :io:, 
sJid · ·· We belle \· r thr c• rclrs 
art> not mys ten ous but ca used 
bv wh 11 lwtnds o :· t ormld ot' ' 
We tl11 nk the wratl1cr is to 
bbme." 

C o me i n E.T . T l1e li11e i > 
o pcr:! 

13 



OAILY UPRBSS, London, lngland - July 121 1983 CRa N. Oliver 

Close Encounters 
THE DAILY Mirror rtntealed 
recently that Prince Ptllllp 
I~ fascinated hy the ~uhjt'd 
of flying saucer~. apparently 
inapired by the late Earl 
Meaatbatten·~ sightin1 of 
lf)mething landing on the 
croquet lawn at Rroadlanda. 
Both, it appears , have IIUb· 
acribed to Flying Saucer Re
view. By JEREMY GATES 

II' THE White Holes of Westbury
myaterious pattern.s in a eorn.t\eld 
reYealed in the Express as a p0881ble 
UFO landing slte-ba.ined most of 
Brtt.aln yesterday, the eighth Earl or 
Clanearty was far from surprised. 

Bald the peer, who chairs the House 
of Lords all-party UFO Study Group : 
"The marks are fasclnatln&, suggesting 
something has landed there-and perhaps 
this does accord with the theory ot the 

of the 
Wiltshire 

This chimes strangely with 
a report in the current bulle
tin of the National Unldent i
fled Flying Reaearch 
Organisation. Quotinc the 
Daily Express , it describes 
how a guardsman observed a 
"brilliantly lit " flying saucer 
land on the lawns of the 
Swedish Palace in Stockholm 
one evening last year. 

What can it mean? Do the 
M•rtian& luve tabloid news
papers too 1 

ley lines." 
" Ley Lines " are claimed to 

be . llnes of electro-magnetic 
eneray. reckoned to be the 
courses by which UFOs steer 
-In much the same way as 
the jet pilot works f rom radio 
beacon to radio beacon. 

" Lots of ancient churches 
are on ley lines." says Lord 
Clancarty, " and so, o{ course, 
Is Warminster." 

Reputation 
Warminster , Wiltshire. heart 

of the " Warminster Triangle " 
since the mld-'sixtles and a 
few miles south of Westbury, 
Is famed for UFO spottlngs 
and encounters with the 
supernatural- a repu tation 
which surviyes despite the 
fact tha t army exercises on 
Sali.sburv Pla in are just 
around the corner. 

The legend was born one 
evening in 1964 when troops 
at Kook. four miles from the 
town. were awakened by a. 
th underclap followed by a 
pounding noise and villagers 
nearby la ter heard clatterlngs 
and hummings. 

The " Warminster Thing " 

Clancarty: not surprised 

was born In 1965--wlth ftoeks 

~fr. pl3!~~s ~~~!lnfoJ~~m w~~: 
t iny holes In their corpses, 
and high pitched droning In 
the night sky leaving pets 
cowering In fear. 

0 v e r 430 unexplained 
" s1ghtlngs ·· h a v e b e e n 
recorded In the area-many 
by those waiting patiently 
with binoculars on Cradle 
Hill, outside the town. 

But are there perfectly 
ra tional explanations? 

The Express UFO Bureau 
ill 1978 certainly revealed no 
special bias towards this 
area of Wiltsh ire-and Jenny 
Randles, director of Investiga
tions at the B r It Is h 
Unidentified Flying Object 
R e s e a r c h Associa tion. is 
unconvlnced t h a t this Is 
where the little green men 
eventually appear. 

l\1rs Randles says : " Since 
the ' Warminster Thing · took
hold of public Ima gination. 
t he storv has really developed 
by feeding upon Itself. 

" People 20 t here from all 
over the wo rld because they 
a re told t hev will see a UFO. 
So man:v people a re wa tching 
there th::~ t the smallest event 
~e:S~~nified in to front page 

Ot the Wh ite Holes of 

~~~~~r~o R~":i!! :~c 

kind 
mYSterious circles have 
turned up In cornClelds In 
July and August, I believe 
the marks are caused by 
whirlwinds and small torna
does. But It is getting 
dl.mcult to separate fact from 
ftotlon." 

She says : "There are basic
ally two different things 
which have to be explained. 
• First, we cet reports of 
' e 1 o a e encounters ' where 
people claim some contact 
with the extra-terrestrial ; 
seelnc a. spaceship, or aliens. 
We can't dismiss them all as 
hallucinations, but no phot~ 
graphic evidence exists of 
either UFO craft or aliens. 

Burns 
"Second. we cet UAP's

Unidentlfied A t m o s p h e r I c 
Phenomena.. These can be 

r::·~~h~n o~p1~ralf~~~n~a ~~ 
burns on the skin. SOme geo
physical process Is takinc 

r~ac; .. tt~:~t~~~fv 8~hi~~cre:a~ 
damage people's health or 
cause radiation sickness." 

A recent Incident involving 
UAPs Include the Cornish 
couple who spotted a green 
oval object hovering in th <'ir 
courtyard-subsequentlv they 
were treated in hospital tor 
symptoms believed to have 
been caused by radia t ion. 

Could the Whilte Hole& of 
Westburv hP. anoth er indica
tion of U AP's ? 

Jenny Randles believes not 
-but neither she. or anybody 
else, will be certa in enough to 
stop the UFO spot.t.e~ r;ther-
~~nah~~dle BiU the 

Simple solution to 
the mystery rings 

~ MORE mysterious 
'J rings have been 

spotted in the 
Warminster triangle 

'E - famous for its UFO 
~ sighting&. 

~ But the man who 
found them Bradford
on-Avon meteorologist 

.. Peter Meaden has 'd scotched theories they 
+' were caused by alien 
.~ space craft. 
J:3 Mr Meaden has been 

studyinr similar phe-
.. nomenon for some years 

tl) and is convinced 
tl) whirlwinds are the 

~ answer. 
The strange rings were 

>--< first spotted in the West 
.....:! Wiltshire countryside 
~ three years ago. 
0 The latest examples 

appeared on the Bratton 

~@ to Westbury Road last 
week. 

Corn in a farmer's 

~ 

PETER MEADEN 

field has been flattened 
into a 40-foot diameter 
circle surrounded by 
four smaller sattelite 
circles. 

Mr Meaden says 
another set can be seen 
from the top of Clay Hill, 
Warminster, but they are 
faint and were probably 
formed earlier. 

He said: "This is 
definitely whirlwinds at 
work. Although I know 
it is odd that they are so 

perfectly formed and I 
cannot explain that. 

"The barley is laid 
down flat and still 
growing. If anythlnt had 
landed on it the earth 
would be squashed and 
it isn't. 

"If it was a hoa:~: then 
the · barley would be 

daM':\i~~!i::.m:dit!~··~f 
The Journal Of Meteor· 
ology said the 
phenomena normally 
happened in cereal ftelds 
in hot weather and could 
only be seen from a 
raised level. 

He said the circles 
were basically caused by 
a vortex spinninr round 
and causinr wind 
damage. 

But UFO enthusiasts 
are convinced the circles 
were formed by space 
craft. 

Former chairman of 
the British UFO society 
Ken Rogers said: "Every 
year on August 27 we 
keep a vigil on Clay HiU 
in Warminster. 

"Several sightinrs 
have been made on this 
date over the years. I am 
sure these circles mean 
something spectacular 
will happen this year." 

TRANSLATIONS 
CREDIT: Luis R. Gonzalez 

City and country of incident: La Mola (Barcelona ) , Spain 
Date of inci dent: May 20, 1983 
Name of paper and date of clip: DIARIO DE SABADEU., May 25, 1983 
City and country of newspaper: Sabadell (Barcelona), Spain 

UFO AT LA KlLA? 

A businessman, 62, who lives at Sabadell saw a UFO last Friday night, on the 
road to Matadepera. The encounter took place at 9:40 p.m. when he (and his 
wife ) were driving to their house in Matadepera for the weekend. After by
passi ng, on the right, the small chapel of St. Julia, the witness saw "some
t hing like a big fiery ball, very bright and white, about 2 kms. away, It 
was bigger than an halogenous headlamp but smaller than a full moon." 

The witness, who pref e r s to remain anonymous, immediately poi nted out the 
ob ject to his wife. From t hen onwards both stories match : "The luminous 
ball went up slowly, maj estically, almost as high as the near peak of La 
Mala. Suddenly, it exploded into an extremely bright beam of light and de
parted wit h a vertiginous speed towards 1 Puig de la Creu' without leaving 
any trail. 11 The object was observed f or about 15 seconds . 

During t he incident the driver slowed the car and rolled down his window in 
order to detect any noise but silence was overwhelming. 

When they arrived at Matadepera, still confused, they asked sane neighbors 
j ust arrived from Barcelona if they believe in UFOs. Their answer was 
"Where did you see it?, 11 confirming afterwards that they had also seen the 
light. Our paper has made inquiries at the police but it has been imposs
ible to f i nd more witnesses, 

The businessman confessed that "until now I had been a sceptic about UFOs 
and even laughed at them. Now I would like to talk with some expert who 
could explain to me what it was that I saw, because I cannot find any ex
planation." 

City and country of incident: 
Date of incident : June 1 983 
Name of paper and date of clip: 
City and country of newspaper: 

Between Valencia and Barcelona, Spain 

SUR, July 3, 1983 
M.ilaga, Spain 

Vitoria (EFE). - Two Boeing 727s of the Spanish national air carrier "Iber
ia" met a UFO between Valencia and Barcelona. 

The incident took place last J une and was revealed now to EFE newswire by 
t he journalist J. J. Benitez, 

When both airplanes were flying from Valencia to Barcelona, a very bright, 
reddish obj ect was seen near the cockpit of one of the jets, commanded by 
Captain Ruiz Iarrea. 

According to both crews, the UFO circled the 727, stopping fina.l.ly near the 
wings and tail of the aircratt. 

"Another bright object was seen in the same general time period at the small 
village of Villalengua (Arag6n)," Benitez added. 

CREDIT: ~mssimo Greco 

City and country of incident: Ca' Bianca de Varzi, Pavia, Italy 
Date of incident: June 5, 1983 
Name of paper and date of clip: LA NOTTE, June 9, 1983 
City and country of newspaper: Milan, Italy 

I 1 VE MET 11E. T." - CLOSE E.~COUNTER NEAR PAVIA 

PAVIA - Before all the people sighted UFOs on June 6, is it possible that a 
UFO landed near Pavia and E. T. emerged from it? Hundreds of witnesses saw 
the UFO in the sky of Pavia. All witnesses agree on the details of the sight
ing. The UFO was seen at Pavia, Voghera, Coreolona, Villanterio, Casteggio 
and Mortara, and we have all the names, surnames, professions and ages of the 
witnesses. The night of the UFO, or at least of the UFO sightings, started 
officially Monday night (June 6), but on Suniay morning (June 5), a few min
utes before 6:00 a.m. in locality Ca' Bianca di Varzi, near the farmhouse of 
Prof. Carlo Azzaretti, the ex-mayor of the village, occurred a close encounter 
of the second kind; an amazing encounter made by a couple of pensioners (hus
band and wife) and by a farmer. These three persons reported the fact to Var
zi's Carabineers (Italian Military Police). But now for the facts: it is 
5:58 a.m. on Sunday morning. Mr. and Mrs. Claret to, respectively aged 56 and 
57, living at Magenta, but temporarily on vacation in Varzi, are awakened by 
the furious barks of Spiro, the dog of a neighbor farmer, Bruno stafforini, 
60. Mario Clarette got up from the bed and went to the window. 

The thing he saw at about one hundred meters was incredible: 11It was like an 
egg-shaped object, hovering about 50 centimeters from the ground. From its 
rotating top when out a strange yellow-reddish light that was intermittent.. 
I called my wife and she also sighted that strange 'thing.' Then I noticed 
that our neighbor, Bruno Stafforini, was also observing the thing near the 
metallic enclosure of his courtyard." 

Mr. Stafforini explains: "Yes, I was giving the fodder to the chicks when 
my dog was almost breaking his chain and barking very loudly in the direction 
of the field. There was a great silence when I sighted that strange thing 
surrounded by the light. I don't know anything about such things, but I was 
very afraid. We all watched the object, myself and Mr. Clarette with his 
wife, while my dog continued to bark as if he was ill. Then, the 'thing' 
raised up without any noise, remained motionless over us for some moments 
and then flew away at an incredible speed toward Staffora Valley and then 
toward Voghera." 

Bruno Stafforini, Mario Claretto and his wife Ve.lia, re-entered their houses 
and watched the sky for ten minutes. Only yesterday morning did they report 
the event to the Carabineers. 

11We feared that they thought we were crazy, 11 they said, 11 but after we heard 
that hundreds of witnesses saw a UFO the day after, we decided to report the 
fact." 

On the table of Captain Bevacqua, chief commander of Carabineer's Brigade of 
Voghera, there is a detailed report on the incident.. The three witnesses of 
the close encounter are judged by all as trustworthy persons. 
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FDRTEANA NEWS 
DAILY MAIL, London, England - Mq 20, 1983 

THE aviation world was mysti fi ed last 
n igh t by the story without an end. 

J ust why d id the ghos t jet Flight TJ 184-code
n a med S n oopy - fty nearly 2,000 miles a cross 
Europewith n o one at the co n tro ls before p lunging 
in to th e sea otT Iceland~ 

Only the three p ilots on board t he executive Lear
jet coul d have known. perha ps just for a spli t s econ d 
befo re t h ey los t consciou sn es and d ied. All the experts 
could ad d was s pec ul a t ion . 

Was the plane hi t by a 
s•1dden elect r ical s to r m 
u·llich put the pres.~u risation 
s11stem out ot action along 
rcrth the emergen cv oxygen 
s upply~ 

Thot is the bellrf of !t!remy 
Smith . who sells Learjets in 
B ritain. He said · 'A tota l 
electrical failure ·could Im
mediately decompress the 
cabin and the back-up oxy
gen s~tem co uld then be 
lc!'d up.' 

B ut t her e v.·ere no reports 
of storms In t he a rea wher e 
disaster struclr eigh t miles 
a bove G erman v. Tl!e p ilot 
did not radio a·ny di m culty. 
And the en~ines would h ave 
p robably stopped too . instead 
o f flying on auto-pilot u ntil 
thev ran out of fuel 250 
miles nor th o! -t.he o ute r 
Hebrides. 

Did the pilot deli ber ately 
cut the pressure as a test l or 
the third captain on boar d. 
who zcas being ' checked ou t ' 
by tlze other tzco, to see how 
he would rea ct' 

T h at was what the R AF 
P hantom crew who inter
cepted the ghost jet in Bri 
tish airspace. assuml'd . know· 
ing the plan~ was on a 'pilot 
check ride.' 

Damage 
But the pilot told no one 

on tile 2:r ound he was going 
to practise such a man
oe uvre. And in any case h e 
would surely not have car
ried it out at such a height 
-at 40.000f t . without pres
surisation it takes less than 
ten seconds for a man to 
pass out and die soon after
wards. He would have known 
that a similar test some 
years ago at 30.000ft. killed 
both pilot and pupil. 

Did a sudden hole appear 
in the cabin, causing the air 
to rush out 0 

This is the theory senior 
R AF officers were putting 
fo rward last night. 

But the pilots who escor ted 
the ie t on its terrifying 

ftlg h t could see no sign or 
damage. and a ll the doors 
and windows were In tact , 
Instead of being sucked out 
as would be likely in such a 
case. 

Wa3 there no one i n the 
cockpit a t al l , the pilots all 
hadn g been in tile r ear part 
of t h e plane ? 

T he R AF men who flew 
within 30ft of the Learjet 
reported seeing no one in 
the cockpit. 

Theories 
However the pilots may 

have been slum ped on the 
ftoo r where they could not 
be seen-th ough this lea ct.. 
to the q uestion why they 
were not wearing their seat 
bel ts which would have held 
them upright. 

Two of them could have 
gone back to help t he third 
if he were Ill. B ut the pilot 
should have reported it on 
the radio before engaging 
the au to-pi lot. 

Did toxic fumes enter the 
oxygen supply ? 

This was the theory being 
put forward by an R AF' 
Wing Commander la st night. 

But no such fume:!: have 
even been known to get into 
a cabin or oxygen supp ly be
fo re. 

An d so the speculation 
goes on. Last n ight a spokes
m an for the plan e ·s owners, 
Air Trame Incorporated of 
Dusseldorf. said : ·r could 
suggest a hundred theor ies 
and on ly the lOlst would 
turn out to be the correct 
one.' 

The £ 2 m illion Learjet, 
with seat ing for six pas
sengers, le ft its home base 

Ia r>u.eJ4orf OD W~J 
afternoon with two pilota 
aDd a chacter pasaeapr. 
When tbeJ arrived 1n Vienna 
the paaaefl8er d.l.lembarked 
aDd a third pilot-the man 
to be cheek~ out--boarded. 

The plane then left for 
Hamburg, where another 
charter booJdni was walt
JDC. 

Thlrty-th-e minutes out of 
VIenna the Learjet pUot 
made a routine check wltb 
the a1r tramc control point 
at Rrlangen, about ten mUe. 
aorth ol. Nuremberg. The 
Erlancen eontroDef noted 
that the plane wq fiylnr at 
its aDDOunced eruia!Dc alti
tude of about 41,000 feet, waa 
on time, and that the pilot 

re~;e~~;:;~to~~;~:C\ed 
lta <lOUJ'!Ie to atm !or Fulda, 
125 miles north-west, where 
it was due 1t min.utes la ter, 
and where the pUot was 
Khedulrd to make another 
course correction. 

Check 
But over P'uld.a, the Lear

jet pt]ot !ailed w ca.U the 
control station, so it called 
him. He did not reply He 
also fail~ to make the 
scheduled course correctJ.on. 
but continued on the head
ing set at El'langen. that 
eventually took him OYer 
northern Holland, Scotland 
and atraicht towards Ice
land. 

AlUlou~h the owners !n 
Dusseldorf say they were in
formed within ten minutu 
that their aircraft ha<f nei
ther alli!Wered ca.J.l3 nor 
changed course as scheduled 
at Fulda. no one in we s t 
Germany went up to check 
t.he Learjet. 

But Dutdl, and latex 
British, fl~hter planes were 
&erambled. 

Flying omeer Mark Hanna 
and navigator Flicht Lieu
tenant J()bn Marr took olf 
from RAP Leuchars in Fife 
In t heir P h antom and 
circled the Learjet !or 25 
m inu tes as it t ravelled over 
Scotland a t about 450 11\J'h. 

sarJ~ir:~e0~~~r a H:~\o~3J( 
into t.he cockpit. We ceuld 
seoe the seats and the white 
headrests. There was cer
tainly no one in the cockpit. 

'1! there was somebody in 
the bact. of t he cockpit they 
were unconscious or dead. 
There was no sign of dam
age.' 

Attack 
At firs t the RAF feaTtd 

the mystery jet could crash 
on Scotland. 

But incident C(H)l'dination 
contacted a Learjet pilot 
who worked out the fue l 
reserves. Th~e indicat ed a 
autlkient fiying time to clear 
the country with e&Se. 

Win? Commfl,nder Mike 
J:laam said any decision to 
attack the jet would have 
had to be ~ken at 'the wry 
Aighest level. But the Lear
jet w-esented no danger, and 
a c.rrilia.n aircraft veering 
from its night plan w~ no 
threat to security. 

Wreckage 
After the RAF ~ turned 

e.ck th!! Learjet ftew on 
alone. Eventually it ran out 
of fuel and dived into the 
aea. 250 miles oll the Outer 
Hebrides into the icy waters 
around Iceland. 

A seareh for W1'1!C ka&e was 
called off' yesterday. 

HERALD, Everett , WA - July 25, 1983 CR: L. Williford 

Seattle monster-hunters take cameras to Scotland's Loch Ness 
Assoc1ated Press 

LONDON- Two Americans plan to launch 
a fresh hunt for the Loch Ness monster this 
week, using a surveillance camera of the type 
normally used to photograph bank robbers . 

Erik Beckjord and Anya Kuratchin-Lin· 
coin, both of Seattle, said they plan to set up 
a camera for a three-week survey in Ur· 
quhart Bay - the section of the Scottish lake 
where sightings of a monster-like creature 
are most frequently reported. 

"The camera can video-tape a small area 

continuously for 240 hours straight, night or 
day," Beckjord said Sunday. 

" We'll let it go for a couple days straight 
and then use the fast playback to see if any· 
thing has popped up," he said. 

Beckjord said he had arranged to borrow a 
security-camera system from an electronics 
company distributor in London. 

" All due respect to previous attempts, but 
I think we've got a better chance of seeing 
something - if there's anything to see -
with a robot camera. Not only is it cheaper, it 
eliminates human error and boredom," he 
said. 

Beckjord, founder of the Seattle-based Na· 
tional Cryptozoological Society, s~ id he has 
spent six years tracking Bigfoot, the giant 
ape-like animal purportedly sighted and pho
tographed in the mountains of Canada and 
the northwest United States. 

The society catalogues between 10 and 20 
sightings of Bigfoot every year, he said. 

Beckjord said the society had paid for 
" Project Water Monster" with money he 
earned from lectures on his search for Big
foot. 

He said he hoped to attract contributions 

of more equipment, particularly an underwa
ter video camera. 

"The idea is to introduce as much technol
ogy as we can ... to record what happens in 
as much area as we can," he said. "We want 
to gather enough video tape to satisfy scien· 
tists that Nessie exists." 

Since the year M5, when St. Columba is 
said to have rescued a farmer from the grips 
of a monster in the River Ness, more than 
3,000 people have reported seeing an animal 
with a long neck and flippers in the murky 15 
waters of the 726-foot-deep lake, Beckjord 
said. 
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E.T., phone 
Prof. Lightman 
By Robert Cooke 
Globe Staff 

Now that the search for extra-terrestrials lor 
E.T.) Is under way. Prof. Alan Llghtman has a few 
questions: 

"How do we know." he asks. "that our second 
Isn't their year'? And what If our Inch Is their 
mile?" 

In fact. he asks. " How do we know their whole 
sense of ttme Is anything like ours? This would ob
viously have some bearing on communicating wtth 
them." 

Llghtman. at the Harvard/Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics In Cambridge, noted during an In
terview that an E.T.'s scale of measurement "Is 
something people don 't usually question: we make 
Implicit assumptions about their existence," and 
assume extra-terrestrial beings measure things 
the same way we do. 

To get around these assumptions. Llghtman did 
some calculations that show that E.T. and his kin, 

If they exist. probably have days anc1 
years not very different from our own . 

" I looked at two· time scales ... he satd. " tM 
length of the day. and the length of the year. 
These are important time scales for llf<'." The 
day . determined by how fast Earth spins on Its 
axis. "determines our waklng/slet>ping cycles." 

At the same time. "all plant life is oriented 
toward the seasons. which depend on the length 
of the year . And all higher life forms. those high 
er up on the food chain. also depend on the year 
as an Important time scale In their existence." 

So. Llghtman said. these two measurements 
''are significant for living creatures anywhere.'' 

To fl~ure out what range of time scales -
davs and years - an· possible for living !wings 
elS(·where. it's Important to know what I.Jght · 
man called a few fundamental constants. 

These include the tempcratun· at which llff' 
is possible. the likely size for a stable. Slln ·llke 
star. and the speed al which a planet can rotate 
without breaking apart. 

To determine day length. " I had to assume 
the typical rotation rate for a planet was not 
much below what it would take to make II break 
up." he said. 

In other words. If Earth were rotating faster. 
making a complete turn on its axis every two or 
three hours . it would soon crack and break 
apart because of centrifugal force . 

" Most of the planets In the solar system are 
spinning within a fac-tor of two or three (slower 
than ] their break-up rates," ranging between 
nine hours anr1 25 hours. Lightm<ln said . 

" So. I'm suggesting that any [habitable ! 
planet anywhere in the universe would have a 
day that is not too much longer than six hours.'' 
he said. noting that Earth's 24-hour period " Is 
not a large difference" In terms of these calcula
tions. 

When it comes to figuring the year 's length. 
however. "I have to make a few more assump
tions . The principal assumptiOn is that for a 
life-bearing planet. you need a temperature that 
is favorable . If It's too hot. you ctisrupt the or
ganic molecules of that life form And if it's too 
cold . then we know from biochemistrv that 
chem ical reactions proceed too slowly. a-nd life 
would not have time to develop." 

He also noted that " some people sav you need 
liquid water. but 1 don 't make that assumption . 
I don't think we've proven you net>d liquid w<t · 
ter: but you do need the right temperatures. " 

Earth. for instance. obviously has a hospita 
ble range of temperatures for life as it orbits 
about 93 million miles from the sun . But if the 
sun were bigger. or brighter . this planet would 
get scorched . To r<'main habitable near a hotter 
sun . ~arth would have to he mo\'C'O farther 
awav . And vice-versa for a colder sun . 

So. depending on the size and brightness of 
its " parent" star. a planet must be the right dls
tanc·e away . and Its distance from Its star deter
mines the h•ngth of Its orbit, and thus the dura
tion of its vear. 

Ltghtman noted. too. that for life to arise re
quires time. which tends to limit how btg a cen
tral star can be. If the star Is too big. too mas
sive. then Its nuclear fires burn much hotter 
and much faster and the star burns out quickly. 
or even blows Itself to pieces. The bigger a star 
Is. the shorter Its career, and the less time life 
would have for getting started. 

On the other hand.' " if the star Is small." 
Lightman said. "Its Interior never gets hot 
enough to ignite the nuclear reactions and shine 
like a star.'' and life couldn't artse on a nearby 
planet. The planet Jupiter Is such an almost
star. not quite big enough to touch off nuclear 
burning in its Interior. 

Given such calculations. Llghtman said. the 
range of star sizes associated with life arising 
on a planet ranges between stars one-tenth the 
size of the sun and ten Urnes bigger. Outside 
this range. development of life probably Isn't 
possible. 

"So the number 1 get out Is very close to our 
own year. or from one-tenth to ten Urnes our 
E.arth year ... he said. 

DISPATCH, st. Paul, MH - Mq 21, 198J 

Minnesota 
111onsters 

Eerie tales put 
chill in north air 

By Don Boxmeyer 
S taft Writer 

S o~e thoroughy dreadful monsters, behemoths, beasts and 
cnttex:s (not to men~ion the Iceman of Altura) have been 
stompmg around Minnesota and western Wisconsin for 

years, if you believe all the stories. 
Stories ~e the Monster of Big Sandy Lake, a saga that goes 

back to 1886 and has to do with some sort of sea serpent in Big 
Sandy Lake, north of McGregor. Stories like the errant kangaroo 
that showed up out of nowhere in 1957 to terrorize the natives 
n~ar Coon ~pids. There were giant human skeletons reported 
di..sc~>Ve~ed 10 a creek bottom near Chatfield in 1911. Cattle 
mutilations, blamed on everything from weird sects to beings 
from outer space, have taken place all over the state- near 
I vanboe, at Kimball, in Meeker County and at the Carlos A very 
Game Reserve just north of the Twin Cities. 

Then there's the Iceman of Altura. 
~ere wa~ even a Bigfoot sighting reported near here, at St. 

CJ:olx Falls 10 1976. Four high school boys said they were scared 
Witless when they saw this apelike creature on a hunting trip to 
the Barrens, a wild and desolate area northeast of St. Croix Falls. 
They told sm;ne friends, and then their friends saw the hairy beast 
and some of 1ts huge tracks, measuring 19 inches long and 9 
inches wide, in sand. 

Pretty soon Twin Cities television stations showed interest 
Uni_ted Press International called. NBC's "Today" camera cr~ws 
~1ved on the sce~e. Bigfoot, ~bough it never uttered a grunt or 
b~s~ed a skull or disapearred mto the bush carrying the village 
vrrgm, bad put the Barrens on the map. 

Then there's the Iceman of Altura. 
Late in 1968, noted Belgian zoologist Bernard Heuvelmans and 

another anomaly investigator showed up at the snowbound 
Altura, Minn., fann of Frank Hansen. 

They came to look at the block of ice Hansen bad been 
disp~aying at county fairs for 35 cents a peek. The ice, in a 
refngerated tank, was unusual because it contained a hideous 
body, a male of some manlike species, covered with hair and 
having huge hands. 

Heuv_elmans and his partner had come expecting to find a hoax 
- they d ~en through several get-rich-quick schemes before. But 
as th_ey chmbed around on the beast's coffin, taking pictures and 
making sketches, they grew excited. This one seemed legitimate. 

They noticed, and Hansen confinned, that the creature had 
been severely WO!ffided. The eye sockets were empty and one 
eyeball was hangmg down on the cheek. Hansen said its brains 
had been blown out. The speculation was that the beast had been 
shot before it was placed in the block of ice. 

Hansen told the Belgian that be acquired it from an unnamed 
own_er i_n Hong K?ng, and that it might have become encased in 
~h~ 1ce In ~be Benng Sea. Hansen, however, wasn't too interested 
m tts ongms as long as he could keep on displaying it for 35 cents 
a peek. 
_ In Februa~ 1969, Heuvelman's report appeared in a Belgian 
JOUrnal. He sa1d he thought the corpse was real and represented 
an unknown species of man. 

In a paper to be published In the American 
Journal qf Physics. Llghtman said, "! speculate 
further about the significance of the year." He 
speculates. in fact. that the length of the year 
may have played a crucial role In setting up the 
average lifespans of higher animals. 

Thus It may not be accidental that "the life
span of most advanced creatures on Earth. from 
mice to men," is. In mathematical terms. fairly 
close to the length of the year. 

"The reproductive period Is even closer to the 
year . and that also may not be an accident." 

Back In Earth's history. when evolving crea
tures first emerged from the seas. Llghtman 
said . they perhaps "built Into their biological 
m<~chinery the length of the year." 

TIM ~ft lftltltlltion wM 
Interested by that Ume. Dr. JCIM· 
JCapler, cUrector of primate bWolf 
at the l111UtuUon, recalls in hil 
~k "Bigfoot" (E.P. Dutton, lt71) 
tbat Hansen hedged when 
eoa~cted, saying the "original" 
~y bad been taken back by Ita 
tnOnymous owner and replaced bJ 
10me kind of model. 

Napier then tracked down a 
commercial model maker on the 
West Coast who said he had made a 
beast out of latex and hair for 
Hansen in 1967- the year HaDMD 
first took his critter on the 
ethlbition circuit. 

The Smithsonian wasted no time 
iD bailing out of the project, Napier 
recalls, "much, I think, to the relief 
of all concerned, who were 
understandably jittery at the 
prospect of press headlines 
proclaiming •smithsonian 
Scientists Fooled by Carnival 
£xhiblt.', 

Then the rumor mill got cranked 
up, Napier writes. Rumors began 
circulating that the Smithsonian 
was suppressing the fact that the 
Missing Link had at last been 
found. Meanwhile, Hansen hauled 
his icebox and his beast, whatever 
it was, to the Midway Shopping 
Center in St. Paul in May 1969 for 
its first public showing since the 
Belgian scientist's report and a 
supporting story blazed across the 
pages of Argosy magazine. 

A newspaper columnist spent 30 
minutes inspecting the "ley bier" 
and wrote, "I came away 
convinced that what I had seen is 
not a wax model or something 
made out of plastic." 

But after the St. Paul showing, 
Hansen revealed the beast as 
"fabricated illusion," a model of a 
mysterious original. In 1970, the 
story took an even stranger twist 
when Hansen, in a Saga magazine 
article, wrote that he stumbled on 
three hairy beasts while on a deer
bunting trip in northern Minnesota. 

When one of them began to 
attack him, Hansen wrote, he shot 
it :tnd ran in terror. He told no one 
about the encounter, but r~lurned 
several months later to find the 
body_ fro1.en stiff. Not wanting to 
get lmked with a crime, he hauled 
the body back home where he 
emptied the freezer of its food and 
put the body in. He kept it that way 
for several years before deciding 
to exhibit it. 

If that's true, Napier writes, 
Hansen's reasons for replacing the 
original with a latex model were 
never made clear unless he thought 
the publicity from the first Belgian 
report would link him with some 
kind of crime. 

Napier concludes," ... so back 
into the show coffin went the mod
el, and the 'original' was spirited 
away to an unknown hiding place, 
where, presumably, it lies to thls 
day unseen, unmourned and proba
bly - if real - smelling to high 
heaven." 

H~nsen, meanwhile, and his icy 
coffm full of hairy latex are still on 
occasional tour. He just completed 
a three-month exhibit in Roch
ester. 

And what of Bigfoot of the Bar
rens? 

The four teen-agers said it was 
all a joke, that they made up the 
story and the footprints while on a 
hunting trip. 

"Heck," one the youths later told 
the Dispatch. "It didn't really hurt 
anybody, and it gave the town 
something to talk about besides the 
elections." [l 

CR: M. Hall 
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Rick Yatsko, left, and Wes Sumerlin plan their next moves for a Blue Mountains Bigfoot trip. 

Burnt Fork trip whets Bigfoot appetite 
If ever there was a place in the Blue Moun

tains to shelter a bunch of Bigfoots, it would be 
the Burnt Fork . 

A look at a map of the Walla Walla District 
of the Umatilla National Forest might give a 
hint of that, but ride a horse down into the 
tight little valley and you'll see for yourself. 

For just such a look three riders dropped off 
Lewis Peak on a recent weekend and rode into 
the Burnt .. . and several hard fought miles 
beyond before that weekend ran its course. 
Besides the writer, other mounted Bigfoot 
seekers were Wes Swnerlin and Rick Yetsko. 

While Yetsko - a veteran Baltimore-born 
cowboy and a computer technician first class 
-- has made a few trips into the area, the real 
vet was Swnerlin, who has packed in and 
ridden more of the Blues than most who do 
this sort of thing. It was to that experience of 
Swnerlin we were to turn several times before 
we made it back to our Lewis Peak starting 
point. 

Yetsko as a computer technician does a lot 
of traveling around the country as a trouble 
shooter. As a youngster attending prep school, 
he was indoctrinated into the facts of the 
equestrian and has been an ardent devotee of 
the saddle ever since. Getting deeply involved 
in this hobby and equal involvement in riding 
the Blues has become an even more important 
part of his lifestyle. 

And, Bigfoot and Wes Swnerlin are just as 
big. 

This weekend horseback trip was inspired 
when Yetsko and his family had an experi
ence on the Burnt which will forever be etched 
in their minds. It was while they were camped 
at their favorite spot there one evening they 
had what they are convinced was at least a 
near encounter with Bigfoot. It was a scant 
year ago the Walla Walla Bigfoot was sighted 
by Paul Freeman and other tracks also were 
seen later. 

Here, the Yetsko family saw several huge 
tracks in the dust of the trail near their Burnt 
Fork camp, then were treated to a series of 
the unusual whistling sounds reputedly made 

Outdoors in the Blues 

Vance 
Ordlard 

by Bigfoot in other reported encounters in the 
Blues and elsewhere in the Northwest. 

When we three headed back to the site a 
week later, we failed to find any of the tracks, 
but photographs taken at the time will back up 
this sighting. Changing weather conditions, 
coupled with intensive use of the trail by 
game, mostly deer and elk, apparently re
moved track evidence spotted nine days be
fore by the Yetskos . 

What we found the end of the next day, 
though, whetted appetites of all to get back to 
the heart of the Blues for another search some 
day. But, it won't be real soon. What we found 
in the shape of snow will delay that trip. It 
should have delayed the one we made, be
cause it brought a measure of misery to all 
and especially to this writer-turned-cowboy 
for the weekend. There has been enough news 
coverage of the extensive snowfall in the 
Blues this past winter but a closeup view of 
the stuff, piled several feet deep yet on roads 
and trails, was enough to prove there'S a hefty 
snowpack up there. 

Looking back on it all, there were some 
moments of levity which doubled up some of 
my listeners, when the tale was recounted : 

My RSVP cap, a gift of the agency's direc
tor, Gwen Burlingame, proved too light for 
the brush and other vagrant limbs across the 
several trails (and non-trails, as well) for it 
was off my head several times. "No wonder 
you got sunburned on your head,· · Wes said on 
the way home the last day; "yout darned hat 
wasn't on your head all that ml\ch." 

And, when Mollie, our pack mule, mlred 
down in four feet of snow and broke her pack 
all over the snow-covered sidehill, it was an 
experience aimed at testing the minds of man 
(like, what in the world am I doing up here in a 
situation like this?). Needless to say, I don't 
know yet how the stuff got all picked up and 
the mule repacked. No wonder, we had to 
almost pull her up the hill; that experience 
must have boggled her mind, too. 

Mollie figured a little later, in another mis
hap with the assortment of sleeping bags, 
packboxes and other gear atop her back. 
While busy with repacking the whole mess for 
the second time, we failed to notice the disap
pearance of Wes' sleeping bag. Somehow, it 
got loose on the steep slope and twnbled down 
and out of sight. It had to be down there, 
everyone recalled seeing it as we started to 
repack Mollie. In spite of being bone weary, 
Wes picked his way down through the boulder
stre~, brushy sidehill and finally came out 
with his precious bag, located many yards 
(like two football fields distance) down the 
hill. 

Snow covered 3l· ,,mch of the country for the 
second night, we found ourselves forced to 
make camp practically in the snow, melting 
snow for water for coffee. The noon meal that 
day had consisted of a couple of handfuls of a 
dried fruit-nuts trail mix and a snowball. 

While the search for Bigfoot over the week
end was nearly fruitless, we did come up with 
some tracks in the snow near Griffin Peak 
which could prove real interesting. 

The only trouble, as far as Yetsko was con
cerned was the fact that the tracks were head
ed back into the Burnt Fork country. 

And, we'd just clawed our way up out of 
there! 
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Increase seen in 
sightings of Champ 

TICONDEROGA - Thirteen 
sightings of Champ, the Loch Ness
like creature purported to live in 
Lake Champlain, have been made 
this year, according to Joseph W, 
Zarzynski, Lake Champlain 
Phenomena director. 

"So far, 1983 seems like a prolific 
year for reported Champ 
sightings," Zarzynski said in state
ment. 

The number of reported sightings 
is up from last year. Only 11 
sightings were reported to Zar
zynski's Wilton office last year. 
Most Champ sitings were near 
Rouses Point and Port Henry in 
1982. 

"Of the 13 reported Champ 
sightings (in 1983), eight were in 
June and five were in July," Zar· 
zynski said. 

Zarzynski, 33, has been a Champ 
researcher since 1974. 

Of the 1983 sightings, only two 
were of the neck and head, ac· 
cording to Zarzynski. Sightings of 
Champ, reported to be a serpent
like creature, date to some of the 
earliest explorations of Lake 
Champlain . 

Hold it right there - Seattle shutterbug gets Nessie (or something) on film 
Associated Press 

DRUMNADROCHIT, Scotland - Seattle wildlife photo
grapher Erik Beckjord, hunting the fabled Loch Ness 
Monster, said Saturday he fUmed a long, black object 
seemingly swimming in the lake, but conceded the object 
may have been a freak wave. 

''I'm caUing it 'The Loeb Ness Maybe,'" he said in a 

telephone interview. "It was 15 to 20 feet long, shaped 
like an overturned boat and appeared to swim across the 
light swell on the lake, surfacing four times like a por
poise." 

Beckjord arrived at the lake nearly two weeks ago for 
a three-week watch of its surface. 

He is using a surveillance camera of tbe type used to 
document bank robberies. Tbe video camera, set up in 

the second-floor lobby of a lakeside hotel about four 
miles northeast of Drumnadrochit, can film nonstop for 
240 hours. 

Beckjord conceded that the 17 seconds of motion his 
camera picked up about 250 yards offshore Thursday 17 
evening might have been nothing more than a freak 
wave. 

"All I can say is, it was very out of place," he said." 
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Legend in Styrofoam 
Seaside, Ore., sculptor-taxidermist Betty Stark needed several months 
to create her 8-foot, fur-fabric-Styrofoam version of Bigfoot, for a local 
sporting goods store, after consulting with people who claimed to have 
seen the Sasquatch. The hands, feet and face need more work. she 
says. 

STAR, Indianapolis, IN- Aug. 7, 1983 CR: C. Jones 

Chinese scientists 
tree that glows in 

. 
examine 
the dark 

Peking (UP!) - Scientists are 
studying wood from a tall. slender 
tree that glows in the dark . the 
orricial Xinhua News Agency said 
Saturday. 

The report said a farmer in Hu· 
nan Province recently discovered the 
phenomenon in a type of poplar tree 
that grows in southern China. 

WHEN THE farmer. Liu Fugui . 
cut down the 30·foot tree and 
stripped orr the bark. he found the 
wood gave orr a glow. the news 
agency said. 

"He discovered that even the 
root. sawdust and the inner bark 
emit light. which is of a clear blue 
color." the report said. 

"One part of the trunk. which is 
two inches in diameter and 41 inches 
in height. is as bright as an 8·watt 
fluorescent lamp." the news agency 
said. 

THE LIGHT decreased as the 
wood dries. but returned when fh e 
trunk was stuck in wet ground. it 
said. 

STAR, Indianapolis, IN - Aug. 2, 1983 

2 Arr1ericans hunt 
for Loch Ness beast 

RIO GRANDI SUH 1 Ia panola, NM - June 23, 1983 CJt s T. ~ 

Mutiladon Reported 
By GAIL OLSON 

Of the SUN's 
Santa Fe Bureau 

A mutilated cow, a 
mutilated steer and 
otange lights over Dulce 
have Northern New 
'Mexico residents won
dering 1t they are in for 
another season of 
unexplained activities, 
this summer. 

A week of mysterious 
happenings began 
Sunday, June 12, in 
CUba, according to State 
Pollee Officer Gabe 
Valdez of Dulce. A four
year-old cow was found 
mutilated 31h miles 
north of that town. State 
Pollee Officer Mike 
A vilucea , who in
vestigated the incident, 
could not be reached for 
comment but Valdez 
said it sounded like a 
standard mutilation. 

The action then moved 
to the Chama-Dulce area. 
Livestock Inspector Jim 
Byrd received a call 
from Buzzy Boyd, who 
oversees a herd 
belonging to A. J . 
Killough of Ft. Sumner. 
Boyd had found one of 
his charges, a steer, 
dead and mutilated 
north of Chama on the 
Lobo Lodge property. 
Byrd contacted his 
compadre in mutilation 
investigations, Valdez, 
and the two travelled to 
the site . 

"It was nothing that 
we haven 't seen before." 
Byrd said , "except that 
this was the first steer. 
I'd hate to see this stuff 
get started again.' ' 

Law enforcement 
personnel in the Chama 
area have long been 
perplexed over the 
mysterious mutilations, 
which have been oc
curring for more than a 
decade in the country 
they patrol. Despite 
diligent investigations of 
each report, cause of the 

mutUatioJUI 1a yet to be 
learned. 

In both the Dulce and 
the Chama incident., the 
genitals of the animals 
were cleanly removed, 
as though a razor-sharp 
instrument had been 
used. Byrd said the steer 
also had a tour-inch 
circle of flesh cut trom 
its belly. The fact that 
the mutilated animal 
was a steer was a 
variation, Byrd and 
Valdez explained, as 
usually the victims were 
capable of reproduction. 

The yearling steer was 
the second animal 
reported mutilated in 
Rio Arriba County this 
year. The first belonged 
to Manuel Gomez, who 
last March 28 found a 
mutilated cow near its 
feeding ground on his 
property . A Gomez 
victim generally heralds 
a year when mutuators 
intend to make their 
rounds of Northern New 
Mexico ranches, as 
Gomez traditionally is 
the first to find a victim 
on his propety. 

Gomez didn't pass the 
week preceding the 
summer solstice un
scathed by troublesome 
activities. He said that 
last Friday as he and 
other family members 
were patrolling their 
property about 10 :30 
p .m ., they noticed an 
orange llght . hovering 
over a bordering ridge. 
Binoculars revealed that 
it was not one light, but 
several. 

Asked if he expected 
any more mutilations 
this year, Gomez an
swered in a resigned 
tone of voice. 

''There is nothing we 
can do about it. We just 
find them. Sometimes, 
we miss them . 
Sometimes we don't 
know they are missing 

until fall," he said of h1s 
cattle. "It ta hard to cet 
them all tocether'' 
during grazing season, 
he explained. 

"They are always 
after us," Gomez said of 
mutilation perpetrators. 

Asked lf this might be 
the year the mystery 1a 
solved, he said, "I don't 
know. We've been 
counting on that for a 
lone time now.'' 

HERALD-JOURNAL, Syracuse_, NY - July 9, 1983 

Young campers report seeing 
Lake Champlain's 'Champ' 
SOUTH HERO , Vt. (UPI) -

Champ - the elusive serpent-like 
creature said to dwell in Lake 
Champlain - has made another ap
pearance. 

Ten counselors and 25 children at 
a YMCA camp reported seeing r ip
ples on the water near Camp Grey
lock Thursday . Then , they said. two 

brownish-colored humps surfaced 
about six inches out of the water 
and headed south. 

Counselor Lora Coble. 17. of 
Essex Junction. said the humps 
were about 35 feet off-shore in what 
had jokingly been dubbed "Champ's 
Cove," and the creature seemed to 
be about 50 feet long. 

"My first reaction was to scream. 
'Champ! Champ! Champ''" she re
called. 

" Everybody suddenly realized 
what I was talking about and 
looked." 

Witnesses said the humps disap
peared beneath the surface about a 
minute later . 

Drumnadrochit. Scotland (UP!) - Two American explorers Mon· 
day opened the Loch Ness hunting season by switching on their 
underwater sonar probes and waiting for the fabled Loch Ness monster 
to swtm into range. 

If it does. the two Rochester. N.Y., residents - Rikki Razdan and 
Alan Kielar - hope they can hit it with a harmless harpoon. The 
harpoon is used to obtain samples of skin and tissue from wild land 
and sea animals. 

TRIBUNE, New York, NY - July 30, 1983 

Thxas oil man to search for Atlantis now 

Joseph Zarzynski of Wilton, N.Y., 
who specializes in recording and in
vestigating sightings of Champ, said 
it was unusual that so many people 
claim to have seen the creature at 
one time. 

He said there have been seven re
ported sightings this year. 

Anything big enough that swims within 100 feet of their electron· 
ics·packed raft will be a target of a harpoon and should yield sufficient 
samples to identify the type of animal. said their local adviser, Tony 
Harmsworth. curator of the Loch Ness Monster Exhibition. 

Razdan and Kielar spent 2'h months setting up their 80-foot 
square raft. fitted with 144 sonar devices and nine biopsy harpoons in 
position off Drumnadrochit. 

They closed their electronics business in Rochester for six months 
in the quest for the legendary monster. Their equipment can produce 
color TV pictures from the depths of the 1.000-foot deep loch. 

Harmsworth insisted the monster would come to no harm from a 
biopsy harpoon. "It's a common. everyday procedure used wtth whales, 
dolphins. elephants ... We don't think it will even be felt," he said. 

DARTMOUTH, Nova Scotia, July 29- Texas oil millionaire 
Jack Grimm, undaunted after fruitless hunts for the Abominable 
Snowman, Noah's Ark and the Titanic, now plans a search for the 
legendary lost city of Atlantis. 

Heavy seas and sonar equipment problems plagued what he 
hoped would be his third-time-lucky atte~pt to locate t~~ Titanic, 
which sunk in 1912 with the loss of 1,500 hves after stnkmg an 
iceberg. 

Grimm said his trip was not a complete failure because his 
crew got some intriguing sonar readings. Efforts to support the 
readings with film or videotape failed. 

As soon as be was back in port Thursday, Grimm told report
ers he planned to take a U.S. research vessel across the Atlantic 
to an area about 450 miles west of the Straits of Gibraltar, where 
previous Atlantis seekers have tried their luck. 

Several members of the New 
York State Assembly last year ex
pressed interest in using the reports 
of sightings as an enticement to lure 
tourists to the Lake Champlain 
area. 

Several people who have spotted 
the creature theorize it may be a 
distant cousin of Scotland's famous 
Loch Ness Monster, which has 
eluded attempts to capture or take 
clear pictures of it. 

CR: R. Barrow 18 
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Is Mutilated Cattle Work Of Cult Members? 
(Langley Farmer Says Yes- State Veterinarian Says No) 

By Tommy Jacquet 
The FBI in Uttle Rock daim 

though Arkansas harbors a number 
of ~IQUII culta, the majority are 
located in the northern part of the 
state. Farmer Claude Lowery, 
however, believes a cult is respon
sible for the death and mutilation of 
three of his cattle on the Lowery 
farm at Langley. 

The cattle, found dead on two 
aeparate occasiona; June 14 and 16, 
11111 and June 3 of this year, were all 
milling various body parta and 
suffered an the more mysterious 
duths aa no bullet holes marred the 
cattle's fiesh and no tracks were 
found leading to or from the bodies. 
'n)e sheriff's department refen to 

~:~·,: ·i 1/·fR .. 

the incidents as "bizarre." 
The first incident waa discovered 

on June 14, 1981 as Lowery crossed 
his pasture during his morning check 
of his cattle. Checking the night 
before, Lowery had discovered no 
sick cattle ; that morning he found 
one of his finer young cattle, a 400 lb. 
heifer yearling, dead with incisions 
and hunks of hide missing from its 
fiank and abdomen, as well as a 
missing left eye . 

Two days later, after he had 
discovered another cow dead and 
mutila.ted, Lowery called the 
sheriff's office and a deputy was 
dispatched. The second cow waa also 
missing H.s left eye, though it had no 
marks or cuts on the body. The 

deputy and Lowery proceded to 
examine the cow further. 

"He thought she might have been 
shot in that eye so we took a meat 
saw and sawed the skull off and 
checked that out. She hadn't been 
shot ." 

In their. investigation, the two also 
found the cow's tongue had been 
removed and all of the animal's blood 
had seemingly been removed from 
its body. 

The sheriff's department kept 
watch for a week but whatever had 
occurred twice failed to occur again. 
Months passed; then a year; then 
another; and then ... 

"I thought it was a thing of the 
past," Lowery said . 
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Farmer Claude Lowery Of Langley 

Lowery had no reason to believe 
the unusual happenings of June of 
1981 would repeat themselves; but, in 
the late spring morning of June 3, 
1983, Lowery found another of his 
cows, alone under a patch of trees, 
dead and mutilated . Its left eye had 
been removed; its tongue cut off ; ita 
uterus taken and, once again, no 
cause of death was determined, 
though the investigating officer, Pike 
County Deputy James Cogdell 
suspects the animal was shot with a 
tranquilizer . 

However, another theory presents 
itself. Could not death have been of 
natural causes and could not the 
mutilation of the cattle been the work 
of scavengers; coyotes and buz
zards? 

Lowery and Cogdell reject the 
theory . Both believe the mutilations 
were the work of men and almost 
certainly the work of one or more 
religious cults. Lowery doesn't 
believe this could have even been a 
childish prank. He explains he has 
read a magazine article on the 
subject and is almost certain of the 
cult coMection . 

"It wouldn't have been the kids -
it was some weirdo. It's some kind of 
cult. I figure they could use some 
parts of a cow in their rituals " 

Lowery is not certain, because of 
the elapsed time between the in
cidents, if the perpetrators were the 
same at both occurences. He is, 
however, certain of one thing : 

"It may not be the same group but 
they're the same type in their .mind-
s." 

Both men point to the almost 
surgical handling with which the 
part.<~ were taken from the animals. 

The word "smooth" comes up often 
as they compare the cuta to the 
almost surely jagged work of 
scavengers. 

Dr . James Cornelius of the 
diagnostic Jab at State Veterinarian's 
Office in Little Rock is quick to 
disagree. Cornelius says he has seen 
many cases of supposed mutilation in 
his five years with the department 
but has yet to either give or hear a 
diagnosis of an actual mutllution. 

Cornelius says that many times the 
animal is stricken down and dies of 
blackleg and then scavengers take 
over. He explains that people often 
believe that someone has butchered 
their cattle because of what looks to 
be the smooth work of a knife. Ac
tually, this is only the craftwork of 
nature, Cornelius says . 

"A buzurd and a coyote with teeth 
and beaks can cut with the precision 
of a knife ," he explained. 

Though Cornelius says he would 
really need to examine the Lowery 
cattle to determine positively what 
the cause of death was, he cites the 
fact no tracks were found around the 
cattle though one was surronded by a 
dirt surface to indicate the 
mutilations were the work of 
scavenger birds. He says the organa 
missing from the cattle are com
monly taken by birds. 

"They usually turn out to be 
buzzards,'' Cornelius comments. 

Despite the theory of scavengers, 
Lowery sticks to his guns. He 
believes the deaths are the work of 
"weirdos" and he believes the fact 
his cattle appeared healthy only 
hours before the incidents coupled 
with ''smooth"' incisions on the 
eattle1 the unusual body parts taken 

and the lack of blood around the 
animals prove his suspicions. 

He still has no real idea why a cult 
would come after hit cattle 
specifically and repeatedly other 
than the fact they can be seen from 
Highway 369. 

"A.s you come around the curve 
you can see cattle all out in there 
when they're put in there grating." 

Cogdell believes the nearness oC 
Camp Albert Pike may be a factor . 

Lowery is a calm, even-voiced man 
who retains a bit of lightness in hit 
tone all his life; except the time he 
spent in World War II, he explains. 
He's raised broilers for 30 years end, 
along with his son, has accumulated 
several hundred acres of land in the 
area. He doesn't like the fact his 
cattle may have been butchered, but 
he says he wouldn't want to risk his 
or friends lives to stop it. 

"No, I'm not going to stay out there 
in the pasture and watch for them -
if they can kill a cow and nobody 
knows nothing about it; they can kill 
anybody . There was some guys told 
me, before, 'We'll help you watch 
that pasture.' I said, 'No; you won't 
help me.' They meant at night. I said, 
'If anybody'll watch that pasture, it'll 
be the sheriff.' People that'll do that 
will do anything ." 

As long as the harm is to the cattle, 
Lowery isn't worrying too much. 
He's increased the number of times 
he checks the cattle per day and 
generally keeps a closer eye on 
things . Lowery says he doesn't have 
any idea if the cult will visit his 
pasture again. 

"I don't know, I thought they'd quit 
before1" he says with a smile and a 
chuckle . 

DIAMOND, Murfreesboro, AR- June 30, 1983 
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Hey, Mr. Bigfoot, leave us a little clue 
about where you are and what you do 

After Teaho picked up your vibrations . sht' wall able tn 
uncover what bigfoot reseacher Erik BPckjord called 
"some walking marks in the grass and brush." Beck)ord 
was sure they were your tracks , saying , "They were lont~ 
and loping and looked too big to have been made by a 
man. 

However , he saad he " felt kinda stupid and embar
rassed" that he didn 't have something more concrete to 
show us news people. Still, you did get on TV. By GARY NELSON 

HerWd S'-H Writer 

around in the brush out there with Brian Barnes, the 
logger who found your footprints . 

MARYSVllLE - Dear Bigfoot: 
Where are you? Gee, you sure are a hard guy to reach . 

We- a logger, a researcher . two psychics and several 
news people - went looking for you Tuesday, but we 
couldn' t find you. We couldn't even find those imprints 
of your big feet that you left behind in the mud a few 
weeks ago In a remote wooded area on the Tulalip Indian 
Relervation . 

After a while Teabo thought she began to feel your 
travel pattern and believed you had wandered down to 
Tulalip Bay or possibly Mission Beach. The other psy
chic, Anya Lincoln, also of Seattle, al110 felt your pres
ence. 

You remember Beckjord, don't you? As director of the 
National Cryptawologlcal Society, he's been trying to 
contact you for a long time, but without much success. 
His Seattle-based organization - which sponsors Project 
Bigfoot and Project Water Monster - are dedicated to 
searching out "undiscovered, uncla&~ilied and anoma
lous animals" such as yourself. 

Don't you ever stay in one place? How can you expect 
us foil's to come and visit if you don't hang around? 

0.. of tbe psycbica, Shirley Teabo of Seattle, scurried 

Barnes tried hard, but just couldn ' t seem to locate 
thoee tracka of yours he had found earlier . Did you go 
back and cover them up? H you did, you didn't get them 
au. 

Well, we'd all like to hear from you . If you ever get 
near a mailbox why don't you drop me a line here at Tbe 
Herald. We could do a nice, big Sunday spread about you 
with color photographs. 

PRESS, Sheboygan, WI - July 11, 1983 CR: R. Heiden 

Cult May Be Responsible 
For Attacks On Horses 

DALLAS (AP) - A witch· 
craft cult might be responsi
ble for bizarre leXual mutilia
tions that have killed seven 
hones near Dallas , all on 
ni1hts when the moon was 
bright, authorities say. 

Several horse owners plan 
to patrol their farms during 
the next full moon on July lot, 
said a woman, who lives alone 
on a farm muth of Dallas and 
asked not be identifed . 

" It' s gett in g to be a fu ll 
moo" In a week and a half , 
and we' re afra id they' re 
soing to do it again , .. she 
said. 

Other ranchers are hiring 
private investigators and 
posting armed guards at their 
stables to try to stop the kll· 
lings. 

Six horses were killed and 
.exually mutilated in three in
c idents in the past four 
months in southern Dallas 
County. A seventh horse, in
jured in an attack June 21, 
had to be destroyed a week 
later. 

"It's pan icking everybody 
down here ," sa id Arlene 

Brown, whose pregnant mare 
was killed and a filly was fa· 
tally Injured in the June 21 at
tack at the farm she and her 
husband own. " Everyone's so 
upset about it , because 
there's no reason why." 

Horse experts believe there 
must be more than one at
tacker but are unsure how 
they are kill ing the 1,200· 
pound horses without being 
injured. 

"There ' s somebody in 
volved that has to know some· 
th ing about horses , " said 
Tom McLaughlin, a veterinar· 
ian who performed autopsies 
on several of the mares . "I 
just don ' t know how they're 
doing it. " 

In the first case, a Belgian 
mare kept in a stable leased 
along Interstate Highway 35 
was mutilated internally . A 
dog belonging to the mare 's 
owner, Robert Roberston, was 
beaten to death . 

Four quarterhorse mares 
were killed in a similar way 
at the stable April 30. Robert· 
son's partner, Jack Chestnut, 
said they have moved the rest 

ot their mares to a safer pa.
ture . 

In the latest Incident, some
one used straw to lure the 
mare and filly Into the 
Browns ' barn . Mrs . Brown's 
husband, Clayton, said he wu 
unable to move the injured 
filly and spent several nlghu 
standing guard at the barn 
with a shotgun. 

Police Investigator E . E . 
Carol said he has consulted 
several psychologists and ex
perts in the occult about the 
case. 

"Usually in these cult 
th ings, you've got feathers 
around or candles or candle 
drippings , " he said . "But 
there's noth ing . No one can 
seem to come up with any
thing that would substantiate 
it being a cult. However, I 
could be wrong." 

The Friends of Animals of 
Dallas County has raised a 
$1.000 reward for information 
leading to the killers' arrest. 
The nationwide Fund for Ani
mals is offering another 
$1,000 reward and has an In· 
vestigator on the case. 

MINER, Newport, WA- J uly?, 1983 CR: P. Guttilla 

Cattle mutilations likely not 

by hu111ans, ag official thinks 
OLYMPIA Mutilation 

deaths or range caUle and other 
livestock are more likely to be 
the work of predators and in· 
sect.s rather than sick-minded 
humans , says an official at the 
Washington Department of Ag
ricun ure. 

" It isn' t somethfng In a little 
while machine that Is doing 
this ." commented Bud Rich
ards , supervisor of livestock 
services . 

He thus alluded to rumors 
that everything from satanic 
culls to aliens in UFOs are re
sponsible for range animal 
mutilations throughout the 
West in the past decade. 

Mr. Richards said he was not 
familiar with the confirmed 
mutUation death of 8 steer be· 
longtnwto Boyd Graham of lone 
three weeks ago, but indicated 
he would like to look into it. 

" We take a hard look at any
thing. I regularly talk with peo-

pit> concerned from here to New 
Mexico, and I have yet to talk to 
anyone tha t has a firm li nk 
<with human involvementl ." 

He said there have ~n four 
to six instances of mut ilation 
reported in the stale in the last 
five years, but only a single 
case has solid evidence tha t the 
mutilation was at the hand of 
man. 

That case involv~d the ampu
ta tion or the sex organs of sev
eral stallions in P ierce Countv 
near Tacoma in 19111. "They 
were defin itely performed by 
a human being. rThe perpe
tratersl knew what they were 
doing and there was evidence 
that a muscle relaxant was in
jected into the animals. " Mr. 
Richards related . 

There are no other cases in 
the state where human involve
ment has ~n established. 
"There was supposedly a bunch 
of cattle mutilated in Clark 
County several years ago , but 
the vets and all the experts 
from the university determined 
they died of natural causes," 
Richards said . 

He cited a study conducted by 
the federal government in Colo
rado in 19110 that reported most 
cases of suspected muti lat ion 
were expla inable by natural 
processes . 

When an animal dies, by 
whatever reason . predators like 
coyotes , bobcats and cougars 
feed first on easily accessible 
sort tissue portions of the car· 
cass inc lud ing the sex 
organs . Carrion ·Pating insects 
also feed on those exposed 
organs , and produce straight or 

even circular cuts that can ap
pear to be the work of a knife . 

However, the fact that the 
animal in the lone case was still 
alive when it was discovered 
would discount that explana
tion , Richards conceded. 

That case is still under Inves
tigation by local authorities, but 
there are apparently no leads at 
this point . A $500 reward is still 
posted for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of 
anyone responsible, authorized 
hy the county and the Pend 
Oreille and Washington Cattle
men's Associations . 

" Cattle theft. which used to 
be called cattle rustling when 
they used to take people out and 
string them up In the nearest 
cottonwood. In whatever form it 
takes, be it mutilation or theft, 
is always 8 concern, " said John 
Middleton . president of the 
County Cattlemen's Associa 
tion . 

" Cattle have to go where the 
feed is, and a lot of farmers 
have to put them out on the open 
range. and that is where people 
can get at them . It 's no less a 
problem now than when grand
dad rode into town for the gro· 
ceries.'' 

He said local ranchers don't 
need to be reminded they must 
keep a close eye on their herds . 
" It ·s one of the thinRs as a busi · 
nessman you have to do ." 

You could tell us about life in the woods and the moun
tains and how Reaganomics or unemployment has affect
ed you . You could tell us your position on the Trident 
Submarine Base and maybe nuclear disarmament In 
general. 

Gee, maybe you could even give us a scoop on your 
cousin over there in the Himalayas, Mr. Yeti- aka The 
.Abomindable Snowman. 

Ph•ase write soon. 

WISCONSIN STATE JOURNAL, Madison, WI - June 16, 1983 

Man claims roar 
that of dinosaur 

PASADENA, Calif. (AP) - A 
recording made in a remote African 
jungle captured the roars of a previ
ously unknown, dinosaur-like crea
ture, an adventurer says. 

But at least one expert said the 
evidence is inconclusive. 

Herman Regusters, an adven
turer-engineer who made the record
ing and claims to have seen the crea
ture, contends the animal looks very 
much like a dinosaur and may be 35 
feet long. 

Regusters said he and other mem
bers of a 1981 expedition to the Re
public of the Congo's swampy and 
nearly inaccessible Lake Tele saw 
the creature five times in 32 days. Re
gusters is associated with the Na
tional Aeronautics and Space Admin
istration's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
which is not involved in the project. 

Similar to a dinosaur 

He insisted he saw "an animal I 
can't identify (and) the only thing I 
can conclude at this point" is that it is 
a relic species - something similar 
to a dinosaur that somehow escaped 
the great extinction that wiped out 
the giant lizards 60 million years ago. 

No useful photographs were taken, 
however, at least partly because of 
equipment failure in the harsh region, 
Regusters said Wednesday, leaving 
the tape recording as the only physi-

CR: R. Heiden 

cal evidence for a mysterious crea
ture local tribesmen call "mokele
mbembe." 

Kenith Templin, a sound analyst 
and manager of the Dynamics Re
se~ch Facility of Borg-Warner Corp. 
m C1ty of Commerce, said : "I am con
vinced in my own mind that it is an 
animal that has not been identified 
before." 

Computers used 

Computers were used to filter out 
the heavy jungle noises and to break 
the low growling roars into compo
nent parts, Templin said. 

Resulting graphs and spectro
grams were compared with the 
sounds of other large African ani
mals, including an elephant, rhinoc
eros, hippopotamus, wildebeeste and 
gorilla and "it's different from any
thing I've been able to compare it 
with," he said. 

But Ian Maddieson of UCLA's lin
guistics department said such analy
sis, although procedurally sound, "is 
not very conclusive evidence by it· 
self." 

~addieson has not heard the tape, 
a bnef sequence compiled from about 
eight hours of recordings, nor seen 
Templin's analysis. He discussed only 
general problems with tape-recerded 
evidence. 

For one thing, he said, "We don't 
know the full range of sounds that can 
be made by existing animals," so 
while the roar of an enraged elephant 
might be ruled out, for example, that 
would not necessarily exclude a ele
phant's mating call. 

With so many possibHties, he said, 
"to say lhis came from some un
known creature seems difficult to 
do." 

Western explorers since the 17th 
century have repeated native reports 
of giant half-elephant, half-serpent 
animals in the region, Regusters said. 
Residents of Boa. a vtllage near the 
lake, consistently identified drawings 
of plant-eating dinosaurs called 
sauropods as the mysterious crea
ture, he said. 

. Regusters said the group is plan-
rung another trip in the first half of 2 o 
11184 to seek more evidence, althougb 
be conceded only powerful proof 
would convince some in the scientific: 
community. 


