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~ Mystery lights 
-make encore 

By E.B. Walzer 
c" Staff Wnter 

A set of myster ious lights c losely re­
~~ sembling those seen in loca l skies by 

hund reds of people this spring and sum­
"' mer reappea red Sunday night - this time 

over the Carmel police s tation in Putnam 
County. 

·;/ The lights, watched by a handful of 
n policemen and passers-by, moved slowly 
c~ across the sky for about 10 m inutes and 
~ then banked to the north. 

r-: An employee at Stormville Airport in 
C.; Du tc hess County said Monday that she 

believed a fl ight of planes had left the 
airpor t Sunday night. But she sa id the 
pilots - who are suspected of fl yi ng the 
pla nes thought to have been un identified 
fl ying objects in similar sightings over the 

t past six months - a re not known to 
, , author ities beca use they use the airport 
' ' after it is closed at night. 

Witnesses to the Sunday sigh t ing 
s2id they did not think wha t they sa w 
were airplanes . 

"It was very strange," sa id J ohn 
Torpey of Mahopac, whose wife , Linda , 
also saw the lights as they were dri vi ng 
in separate ca rs in Mahopac Sunday 
night. 

" I would say it was about 200 ya rds 
up, and almost overhead at one point . 
righ t opposite police headq ua rte rs." 
Torpey said. " It really was very close. 
and it made no noise wh atsoever . If I 
had to d!'aw a pict ure of it , it would be 
a boomera ng. probably about 200 feet 
across. 

According to Carmel patrolman 
Thomas Budington, about a half-dozen 
people from the Croton Falls area of 
town called police headquarters at 
10:30 p.m. to report the V-shape of 
lights , which appeared to be over near­
by La ke Casse. 

Kent police said they received no 
ca lls about the lights , but Yorktown 
police reported getting several calls 
from res idents who saw the lights. 

So far , the lights have been seen not 
only in Putnam, Westchester. Dutchess. 
a nd Connecticut, but al so across the 
Hudson River in Rockl <~ nd and Ulster 
counties . On Aug. 21, at 1030 p.m .. 
scores of people saw a large oval­
sha ped object with multicolored lights 
hove ring above New Haven. Conn. The 
lights, which were also seen in nearby 
West Haven, Conn., and then two days 
la ter in Bridgeport. Conn .. hovered for 
a time above the Yale Bowl football 
stadium, and over the offices of the 
New Haven Journal-Courier and New 
Haven Register newspapers. which 
have a central plant near Interstate 95 . 

Station's message 
out of this world 

MUSCATINE, Iowa (AP) - Extra-terrestrial 
beings who want to break the ice with earth­

C""\ lings have a standing invitation to come and 
~ chat at radio station KFMH. 

Every Wednesday at midnight, the 
.. progressive rock station broadcasts a 10- to 15-

C:S minute message to any aliens who might be lis­
tening. 

> 
0 
:z 

"It's a message of friendship, telling that there 
are those of us who believe in them." said Steve 
Bridges, 34, KFMH program director. "We play 
a message of friendship and then play tapes of 
people who believe in them. Then we give our 

~ location in latitude and longitude in English. 
.. Samoan, French, Italian , Japanese, Malaysian 

QJ and other languages. Then we ask them to re­
~ spond." 
~ The radio station began airing the message in 
s.... response to interest in the community, said 
{;) Bridges. Muscatine, in southeastern Iowa, is 

considered a hotbed of UFO activity . 
.....:1 "I thought the audience would be interested in 
~ this, but I didn't realize how many people were 
~ really interested. We 've had over 300 calls from 
g people - we've had to put in a whole separate 
'""';) phone line JUSt to handle it." said Bridges . 
~ "If this was a promotional stunt. we wouldn 't 
,.... be doing it at midnight, we'd be doing it during g prime drive time. This is serious, this isn't like 
!I: giving out turkeys for Thanksgiving," he said . 

UFO shakes woman's car 

Mirror photo by Walter Mong 

CATHERINE BURK of Bellwood points to what she says is the only 
visible evidence of her UFO sighting Saturday night on Route 220-
a loosened rubber strip on her car. 

as she drives on Route 220 
By Marsha Helm 
Staff Writer 

II was a very dark night as 
Cothc rine Burk of Bellwood drove 
home on Route 220 after a visit with 
family in Altoona. 

She had slowed down a$ she 
approached the Country Garden 
Market as a precaution against 
turning motorists . But then she 
heard a sGUnd - a fast whirling 
sound . 

The next thing she knew, her car 
was lift ed onto two wheels . Shu 5aw 
a silver flying object, a UFO, pass 
overhead . A:. stte fought to regain 
control or her vehicle. the object 
swooped away. 

''I'm trying to forget it." the Bell 
Tower resident &aid . "Nobody 
knows what it's like until you see 
II ." 

And two days after the event, 
Mrs. Burk still couldn't hear out of 
her right ear . She was !!till shak1m. 

It hPppened bet ween 8:30 and 
8:15p.m. Saturday. Mrs . Burk said 
she wa~ traveling north on Route 220 
in her Chevrolet Malibu . She didn't 
see the UFO coming, but lihe heard 
it. 

"All I heard was thi6 weird 
noise . II was a weird sound. You 
could hear it. It was real fast . It wa5 
like a real fast hum, and it was 
sharp," she said as she dotted the 
tears in her eyes with a tissue. 

The object came past her on the 
right, she said . "When he went over 

me, he took the right side of my car 
up," she added . 

As she was &truggling with the 
vehicle. she said she got a glimpse 
of the silver object flying by. 

''It was bright silver with a 
pocket underneath it. It was really 
brigtat," Mrs . Burk said. "It was 
big, it was really big ." 

As she described it, the UFO was 
bright silve r and fla t on top. It had a 
round. silver bottom thot wasn't as 
bright. It was circular and on a tilt. 
Bu! her co r wu• " wobbly,'' and lihe 
was concerned about an accident . 

"I couldn' t get control of the car. 
I was sliding over in the sent," she 
said . The car eventually righted 
itself. She added ; "It came down 
with such A thud." 

Because she was fighting the 
vehicle, she didn't get Q good look at 
the object. "I didn' t see It all. I 1101 

a glimpse of it," the 67-year-old 
woman explained . 

After the car was righted. Mrs , 
Burk pulled to the side of the high· 
way . Her vehicle wouldn't start 
again for 2(} to 25 minutes . But even 
arter she reached her home , she 
suid, she still saw a silver streak in 
the sky. 

There were no other people 
around, Mrs . Burk said, except for 
an older couple who she saw in front 
or the Minuet Manor. They were 
looking toward the sky, but she 
thought they may have been trying 
to read the hotel vacancy sign . 

Their car later pussed her vehi· 
cle a!l she returned home . 

Mrs. Burk, though upset, decided 
not to tell people of her experience. 
"People think you're crazy, so I 
didn't tell anybody,'' she explained . 

MIRROR, Altoona , PA - Oct. 18, 1983 



Lir;HT • San Antonio , TX - March 20 , 1983 CR: MUFON 
Piezoelectric UFOS Over 

Wayne County/? ... Say What??? 
BY BRFNT RAYNES under pressure, and a 
A few years ago, down k~own earthquake fault 

ne~r stateline, a couple slices through North 
of mdustrious, teenaged AJabama, not far from 
high school students Florence. Also the f&ct 
took a notion, after that quartz rocks can 
talking with a family who create. UFO-type lights 
had reported a number has been demonstrated 
of odd U fO sightinos ~nder laboratory condi­
(including a white glo:- tlons (as seen recently on 
ing baU 6-8 feet in the 20/20 television 
diameter hovering just a report on UFOs). 

FERN CHICK: WOMAN TAKES HYPNOTIC JOURNEY TO RECALL TRIP TO ALIEN SPACECRAFT 

few feet off the ground Bearden hopes to visit 
behind their home) that the area soon and 
if they were to stak~ out activate some sort of 
the area at night then electrical generator to 
they might see some- interact with the energy 
thing for themselves, he feels these UFOs are 
and perhaps even man- made up of. 
age to get the things on Time will tell, but in 
film. the meantime this re-

They struck paydirt! minds me of a report 
Seven years and given me not long ago by 

slightly over 200 sight- a woman near Collin­
ings later, and with wood. Her report may 
dpproximatt!ly 150 35mm further indicate the 
photographs of uniden- correctness of this pie­
tified ligths (even taken zoelectric theory . One 
with telephoto lens and night she had stepped 
infrared film) Wyatt Cox outside her home and 
and Greg Keeton art' nearby, resting on the 
convinced that some- ground, was a reddish­
thipg really weird really orange sphere, perhaps 
is appearing in the skies ten feet in diameter. It 
around St. Florian, Ala- vanished before her 
bama. Most of their startled eyes. This same 
obervations occurred are•. I might point Out, 
just a short distance has been the scene of 
from Route 17 (13 in our much reported low-level 
state) and about seven UFO activity. Parti­
miles north of Florence. cularly back around 

Retired U.S. Army 1973. 
Lieutenant Colonel, Tho- The piezoelectric 
mas E. Bearden, Vice- theory does not explain 
President of the Ameri- all of the odd aspects of 

all of the odd UFO 
repo~ that have been 
made, but it certainly 
seems to be a step in the 
right direction. It gives 
us a scientific perspoc­
tive and allows for the 
repeatable experiment. 

By the way, Cox and 
Keeton are available for 
public lecture and show­
ings of their 35mm 
slides. If enough people 
are interested I will 
make arrangements for 

What began as a San Antonio woman's game 
with lights in the New Mexico sky has become an 
odyssey through hypnosis - time turned back for 
a close encounter of the th ird kind . 
,_.,~ Chdstina Bryant, 35, had 
~~~~E~ioii~~-~~ been haunted for seven year~ by 
r; '" ,' ~\ t .'.i"'.·.·.' .. -.. ·. several miSSing hours In her life 
J>j > : - a cunous t1me lapse 1n May 
~; .. ~ .. .;:,:~'' ~ 1976, during a drive from Phoenix, 
~"'~ \. . ,,, 1~ Am ., to Lubbock w1th her 4·year· 
W ~. ~'''··· ··"' '\.all old daughter and a fnend . 

There was nothing difficult about remembering 
the prelude . 

"I t was down from Alamogordo," Bryant said , 
around 10:30 p.m., when the trio noticed lights in 
the star·filled sky. 

To amuse her daughter, Bryant invented a 
game, commanding the l1ghts to turn blue and then 
red, wh ich they did, for durations of about 45 
seconds . 

" We would stop, and it would go off. We 
would go , and it would stay steady with us. We 
knew we were playing with something ." 

They also somehow had left the main 
h1ghway, f1nding themselves " on a two·lane back 
road 1n the boonies." 

Rabb its and deer appeared along the 
roads ide and stared . 

Around a bend they saw a pol ice car "with 
funny lights" and a one-car wreck, the vehicle 
tilted at a steep angle, its battery oddly hanging 
from the wrong side of the hood. 

The policeman carried a flashlight and a 
clipboard but seemed to be in parade uniform, 
with braids and medals, "totally out of sync for a 
back country road ." 

When the officer reached for her hand, resting 
on the frame of the open window, Bryant 
remembered the sudden chill of his touch . 

" It was so cold it scared me." 
There was no sign of an accident victim . They 

asked the officer about the wreck . He asked if 
they had passed anyone . 

About 45 minutes down the road they turned 
into a highway junction truck stop. The clock read 
3 a.m., an impossible time lapse. 

In Lubbock, Bryant related details to her 
mother, who produced a tabloid story with an 
article about a record number of UFO sightings, 
Bryant said , "in the same area where we had 
been ." 

Bryant said that despite the constant puzzle 
of missing time, it was January 1983 before " I 
finally decided I wanted to do something about it ." 

Bryant never had heard of the Mutual UFO 
Network of San Anton io, but after a 90·minute 
period in which she made half a dozen telephone 
calls she had four leads - "and Bob Morgan's 
phone number." 

Morgan, chief investigator for MUFONSA, took 
the usual precaut ions before setting up the 
sessions he would conduct with hypnotherapist 
Jackson Morris. 

Bryant first took a psychological test called 

This is Christine Bryant's drawing of the spaceship she encountered on a rural 
New Mexico highway in 1976. 

can Association of Meta­
Science in Huntsville, 
Alabama, has concluded 
that the odd pheno­
menon investigated and 
photographed by Cox 
and Keeton is of a pie­
zoelectric nature. Bear­
den, who hold s an M.S. 
in Nuclear Engineering 
(Ga . Institute of Techno­
logy) notes the presence 
or quartz in much of the 
rocks or that region. 
Quartz bearing rocks are 
capable of discharging 
electrical currents when 

them to make a presen- ----------------------------------. 
tation here. Just let me 
know. WAYNE CO. NFitiS, Waynesboro, TN- Sept. 22, 1983 

~ 
CR: B. Raynes 

The California Report . 
"She passed it with flying colors," Morgan 

said. "She's not telling any story ." 
There are "scary as hell" differences in what 

Bryant naturally recalls of the back-road incident 
and what she recounts under hypnosis. 

" When he touched my hand is when 
something was done," Bryant says now of her 
encounter with the "policeman." 

" He opened the door and helped me out. He 
was holding my hand for the whole time. He was 
nice, kind and very gentle, of average height , 
about 5·11, 170 to 180 pounds, blond with blue 
eyes, nice features," 

The police "car," shaped like "a coolie hat ,'' 
was his ship . 

" I'm 5·2, but I had to duck under to go under 
the lights." 

After climbing a ladder into the spacecraft , 
Bryant was motioned to a chair in front of a large 
window. 

Numbers appeared across the top of a 
screen, an apparent directional finder with 
converging lines, and the policeman became her 
playful pilot, pushing buttons that propelled them 
to flight against a rush of stars. 

"It was great," Bryant said. "I was 
fascinated . I knew he was not going to hurt me. 

" He told me his name - Oran or Oron . fr he 
told me where he was from, I don 't remember." 

With the ship on automatic pilot he led her to 
a door, penetrating It with a motion of his hand. 

"That's when it got scary," she said, "when I 
stepped through that door." 

A man and two women stood In front of a 
cabinet near "a very surgical looking table ." Her 
daughter, snugly asleep, was nearby on another 
table. One of the women had placed a protective 
hand on the child. 

Random recollections were of white coats, a 
round·faced man of average height who had no 
facial hair; girls with heavy lashes and pretty 
eyes. Skln·tight caps covered their heads. All 
whit9, Pasty complexions. 

This was to be an examination with "a huge 
syringe" and a long silver cylinder, a stethoscope­
like device. 

"It was like my feet had no resistance. He 
floated me. No great pressure." And an out-of· 
body experience, "I was watching them lay me 
down on that table." 

Skin was scraped from her arm, and she saw 
them staring curiously at her stomach. 

"I know why. I have a large, ugly scar from 
surgery. I imagine If they had done it, It wouldn't 
be that big and ugly,'' 

-
\ 

~~ 
Christine Bryant described the alieDs 86 
having almond-shaped eyes and amaH 
non-functional mouths. 

A needle was stuck in her back. Fluid was 
taken from an eye, then replaced. 

Under hypnosis, Bryant is asked to pay closer 
attention to the people in the examining room, 

"When I realized they weren't the people I 
saw," she said, "I panicked all over again." 

This time the caps became skulls, with tight 
white flesh , The women became young boys with 
very small faces, like a half-open book, the nose 
and mouth the binding, large eyes shaped like 
almonds. Their mouths, she saw, were merely 
holes, not functional at all . 

Employed by a major airline, she Imagines the 
response: "Oh, so you've got a kook working for 
you." 

"I don't want to be called a crackpot," Bryant 
said . ''I'm a level-headed, fairly intelligent woman. 
I don't want anyone saying, 'Oh, there she goes, 
the crackpot.' I'd like to tell the whole world, but I 
can't ." 

"She's very sincere," investigator Morgan 
says, "and you can tell she was awful scared." 

Morgan, in fact, was also the investigator in 
1975 when a Leon Valley woman and her nephew 
reported seeing some men in a field. 

The boy, who was 7 at the time, drew some 
pictures of the "men." 

Strangely enough, Morgan said, "the features 
were almost the same" as those that later would 
be drawn by Christine Bryant. 



AD VOCATE, Red Deer, Alberta, Canada- Oct. 5, 1983 

Is it a bird? A plane? 
No! It's ... a UFO!! 

By ALF SIEWERS 
Independent Press Service 

EVANSTON, Ill. - The 
stars seem closer on a cool 
night, with the lake breeze rus­
tling in arched elm trees. 

Morning comes, and the 
peace of late summer is broken 
by a ringing tt!lephone. It's a 
couple from Indiana. They're 
scared. They've seen what they 
believe is a UFO land in their 
backyard. 

At the receiving end of the 
call, making arrangements for 
a weekend investigation by a 
local pilot who volunteers for 
such work, is J. Allen Hynek, 
professor emeritus of astron­
omy at Northwestern Universi­
ty. 

Hynek's Center for UFO 
Studies in this suburb of Chi­
cago celebrates its lOth anni­
versary this November. The na­
tional police hot line has been 
disconnected, an office has 
been exchanged for a second­
floor bedroom. But each day 
about two such reports are 
phoned in here to be checked 
out and possibly added to the 
center's lOO,()()()..case computer 
data base. 

The calls can come at any 
time from any place, referred 
by the White House switch­
board or in the middle of the 
night from a military officer at 
the Pentagon. Hynek's investi­
gations carry him around the 
world; he has just returned 
from England, and he's plan­
ning to leave for New York's 
suburban Westchester County 
to investigate hundreds of inci­
dents reported there during a 
two-week span in March. 

"I like to get out into the 
field," says Hynek. "I like to go 
out and deal with the people. 
The UFO experience is a very 
human experience. The people 
on the phone this morning were 
very frightened. They felt it 
might be something 'evil,' and 
were worried about radiation. I 
had to reassure them." 

The people who make UFO 
sightings were an important 
factor in changing Hynek from 
a skeptic who helped with early 
Air Force investigations into 
an expert on the phenomenon. 

People like airport meteor­
ologist Bill Hele, who was driv­
ing through Westchester 
County when he saw something 
that was 1,000 yards wide 
hovering 1,000 feet in the air 
with multicolored lights, drift 
across the sky. And people like 
Palatine police officer Dennis 
Somsel, one of three policemen 
in separate squad cars and dif­
ferent parts of the Chicago sub­
urb of Palatine who sighted a 
UFO last November in an inci­
dent that was preserved on the 
police department's radio taJ>­
ing system. 

"You get a lot of ribbing," 
Somsel says. "But in this busi­
ness, you can't be crazy." 

Somsel and the others famil­
iar with the lights and p~tterns 
of planes from nearby O'Hare 
International Airport, reported 
a low-flying object of intense 
light, somewhat saucer-shaped 
and in two sections, moving si­
lently. Later checks of its re­
ported speed, height and loca­
tion ruled out possibilities of 
balloons or low-flying aircraft. 

In an interview with investi­
gators from the center, Somsel 
described the light as "bright, 
but not blinding... soft, like 
through a frosted window. I 
still haven't done justice in ex­
plaining the intensity of that 
white light." 

Such sightings in populated 
suburbs, like the ones in West­
chester County, are rare 
events. 

"There are two mysteries in 
this whole thing," says Hynek. 
"One is the UFOs themselves, 
and the other is the apathy 
about them." 

Hynek, who achieved na­
tional prominence with his con­
sulting role in the film Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind, 
says public interest in the .issue 
has quieted down a bit in re­
cent years. 

"We're getting fewer reports, 
but a large part of that is that 
we're getting less of the IFOs 
(identifiable flying objects) 
like Venus or meteors. The 
public is becoming a bit more 
sophisticated. The reports we 
do get are generally of higher 
quality. 

"The movie has had good and 
bad effects. (Director Stephen) 
Spielberg gave a benign turn to 
things. Many of the things in 
the movie came from actual re­
ports in the center. But it also 
had a bad effect; people think 
the problem has been solved. 
Hollywood solved it- it's E.T.! 
The problem is, we haven't 
solved the problem." 

Hynek and the centre's 
volunteer network of investiga­
tors approach the problem with 
care, and a lack of preconceived 
theories. 

"The only proper way to go 
about this is not to assume you­
're dealing with a UFO, but to 
knock it down," he says. 
Hynek's usual approach to in­
vestigations is to look for inde­
pendent corroborating wit­
nesses (after first making sure 
they're not "too" corroborat­
ing), any hard evidence (some­
times including radar reports 
and marks or burned areas), 
and to take witnesses to the 
scene of their sighting and ask 
them to describe it as he 
records and times the descrip­
tions. 

Hynek's centre isn't the only 
data base of UFO sightings. 
The files of what used to be the 
premier UFO organization in 
the country, the National In­
vestigations Committee of 
Aerial Phenomena, were 
moved in January from the 
Washington, D.C., area to the 
home of Sherman Larsen in the 
Chicago suburb of Glenview. 
Larsen is a former insurance 
executive who helped found 
Hynek's center. 

"What we try to do is to keep 
telling people what the good 
data on the field is," Larsen 
says of his educational work on 
the issue. "One important ques­
tion to ask when selecting what 
to read or believe on UFOs is 
whether the author is trying to 
sell a preconceived idea. No­
body knows what they are, so 
what right does anybody have 
to say they know? As I say, put 
up or shut up." 

Both Larsen and Hynek are 
critical of the government's 
role in investigating UFOs. 

"It's not so much a coverup as 
that they don't know the an­
swer," says Larsen, who lec­
tures and talks at schools about 
UFOs, and is writing his second 
children's book on the subject. 
"I think that initially they were 
inept in handling the matter, 
and then it became all public 
relations." 

Hynek has written the pref­
ace to a book appearing next 
spring on UFO data obtained 
from the government through 
the Freedom of Information 
Act. The existence of such data 
has often been denied by the 
government. Hynek, who once 
helped lead Air Force investi­
gations, also can cite many ex­
amples of government secrecy 
surrounding UFO sightings, 
such as the "buzzing" of Strate-

OBSERVER, Charlotte, NC- Nov. 27, 1983 CR: G. Fawcett 

Mysterious Blue Light 
May Have Been Meteor 

By JOHN WILDMAN 
Stllft WrHer 

A brilliant, bluish light briefly 
filled the sky over North Carolina 
early Saturday, baffling onlookers 
who described It as "night turned 
Into day." 

A comment from Cathy Con­
nell, a pollee dispatcher In Union 
County, was typical of reports 
from area law enforcement agen­
cies. 

"We didn't have anything un­
usual last night except that light," 
~he said. "Our cars started report­
mg at 2 a.m. that It was like 
someone had switched a light on 
outside." 

Later Saturday, astronomy 
buffs and others, Including offi­
cials with NASA, speculated that 
the light show - which lasted 
about four seconds - was caused 
by an oversized meteor disinte­
grating in the Earth's atmosphere. 

gic Air Command bases by 
UFOs in 1975. The military said 
they were "mystery helicoJ>­
ters," Hynek says. 

"I talked to one of the heli­
copter pilots on the base strike 
team that investigated," Hynek 
says. "And he told me point­
blank that it (the sighting of 
UFOs) happened. 

"I don't like to get involved 
in the cloak-and-dagger politics 
of it," the astronomer adds. 
"I'm interested in the UFO 
phenomenon. 

"The Air Force and the 
physical scientists say, 'It can't 
do those things, therefore it 
can't exist.' But we can't have 
the observations forced to fit 
that preconceived theory." 

And just what is behind all 
those observations? 

Possibly a new scientific con­
cept that, when understood 
could affect science as much ~ 
the understanding that the sun 
does not revolve around the 
Earth. 

"This phenomenon seems to 
be controlled by intelligence," 
says Hynek. "On the one hand 
these things seem to be vecy 
physical. On the other hand, 
there are other things about 
them that do not appear physi­
cal. We have the same puzzle in 
physics, where light can be con­
ceived to be a wave or a parti­
cle. 

"UFOs seem to be as physical 
as a Mack truck on the one 
hand, and as non-physical as 
the Cheshire Cat on the other. 
If you take all the properties 
that UFOs have, then you have 
to go to a thing that is both 
physical and paraphysical. 

"In this question of parallel 
reality, well, I hate to say reli­
gious belief, but if you go to 
church on Sunday, you're wor­
shipping a parallel reality. All 
the religions over the centuries 
have been telling us that the 
physical world is not the only 
reality. I believe that the UFO 
involves an interface between 
these realities, but that's just 
speculation. 

"I have a gut feeling that the 
UFO phenomenon is leading us 
into the science of the 21st cen­
tury, to a concept that eventu­
ally will demand an explana­
tion that may reorder our scien­
tific beliefs." 

Tim Sechler, 33, a past secre­
tary of the Charlotte Amateur As­
tronomy Club, said Piedmont-area 
residents likely witnessed a very 
large, very bright meteor. 

"I wasn't up at 2:30 a.m., but 
that's my guess," said Sechler, 
who has been stargazing since 
childhood. He said most meteors 
are no larger than grains of sand 
and leave only a streak of light as 
they burn In the Earth's atmo­
sphere. But occasionally a larger 
meteor enters the atmosphere, he 
said, and disintegrates in spectac­
ular fashion. 

"I've seen about two that put 
off that kind of illumination," 
Sechler said. "It leaves a lasting 
Impression on your retina, almost 
blinding." 

Slghtlngs of the brilliant light 
were reported across North Car­
olina and in parts of Virginia and 
South Carolina, law enforcement 
officials said. 

Two air traffic controllers at 
Charlotte/Douglas International 
Airport reported seeing the bluish 
light, as did law enforcement of­
ficers patrolling Mecklenburg and 
neighboring counties. 

Bill Herring, a supervisor at the 
airport tower, said two control­
lers described the light to him 
when they left work at 6 a.m. 
Saturday. 

"They said they saw a bluish 
light across the sky at about 2:30 
a.m.," said Herring. "They saw it, 
but they didn 't know what it 
was." 

Telephone communications to 
and from the airport tower re­
vealed the light had been seen 
from Spartanburg to Greensboro 
to Fayetteville, Herring said. 

"This was sighted by several 
responsible, sober people, so there 
certainly was something to it," he 
said. 

Charlie Smith, a National 
Weather Service technician at the 
airport, said an employee working 
overnight received reports of 
sightings from Lenoir In Caldwell 
County to Wilmington on the 
coast. 

"The best explanation we've 
got Is that It was a meteor break­
ing up," said Smith. "It was a per­
fectly clear night ... we can't de­
termine anything weatherwise 
that could have caused it." 

A Charlotte woman said she 
was awakened by a blue light 
streaming into her bedroom win­
dow at 2:29a.m. 

"I thought at first there was a 
police cruiser outside with its blue 
light on," said a Charlotte woman 
who declined to give her name. 
She said she turned on her police 
scanner radio at home and lis­
tened to conversations about the 
slghtings. One polic~ officer. the 
woman said, spoke over the radio 
about a man who claimed a UFO 
had landed on his car. 

But George Fawcett, a longtime 
UFO researcher in Lincolnton, 
said he doubted that UFOs were 
involved. 

"Something of that short dura­
tion usually can be explained in 
terms of an astronomical phenom­
enon," said Fawcett, a field inves­
tigator for the Mutual Unidenti­
fied Flying Object Network. 

Fawcett's opinion was shared 
by two supervisors at NASA 
headquarters in Washington. The 
supervisors said they knew of no 
space program satellites or equip­
ment scheduled to reenter the 
Earth's atmosphere Saturday 
morning. 

"I think it's the old 5hooting 
star syndrome," said one of the 
supervisors. He recalled meteor 
showers In August 1982 along the 
East Coast that prompted numer­
ous phone calls to police telephone 
switchboards in several states. 

Clay Dunn, assistant curator of 
the Kelly Planetarium In Char­
lotte, agreed with the meteor the­
ory Saturday. "That's really the 
only possible explanation ... un­
less you want to get Into science 
fiction and ~lutasy." 3 
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CHARLES KNIGHT kneels next to three semi-cirles of blackened grass 
that he believes were charred by exhaust from a flying saucer that 
landed in the front yard of his Pasadena home Wednesday. 

Man reports 
UFO sighting 

By JOANNA RAMEY 
Staff Writer 

While watching the Orioles clinch 
the second game of the World Series 
Wednesday, Charles Knight says he 
saw a flying saucer land in his 
Pasadena front yard. 

"The sixth inning was on, the 
Orioles were up to bat, and the whole 
room lit up," Knight, 64, said. "I 
looked out the window, and this thing 
came floating by about 12 feet in the 
air . It was orange in color." 

But instead of waking his wife, 
Mary, to see the spectacular glow, 
Knight said he quietly followed the 
path of the saucer as it floated llway, 
then returned to the couch and 
watched the Orioles' win. · 

"I wasn't going to tell anybody 
about it," the retired steam fitter 
said. "They would all think I was 
crazy . It left without making a 
sound." 

Yet Thursday morning, when he 
examined large rings of blackened 
grass in his Ft. Smallwood Road 
yard, Knight said he began believing 
in unidentified flying objects, and 
told his wife and daughter Linda 
what he saw. 

"The marks are still right here, 
even through all that rain, " Knight 
said, pointing to three, semi-circles 
of black grass, which he claims were 

charred by the saucer's exhaust. 
"The marks right here are pads 
where it landed." 

Still, Knight was reluctant to 
notify authorities, so neighbors of 
his who believe his story, began 
to make calls. 

land," said Lutz, who has been 
tracking UFOs for 20 years . Peo­
ple who claim they see UFOs are 
usually referred to Odyssey Re­
search by law enforcement agen­
cies and the aviation 
administrations, Lutz said. The 
club's findings are forwarded to 
the Center for UFO studies in 
Evanston, Ill . 

"Eighty-five percent of these 
calls can be explained," he said, 
adding that it is too early to 
decide if anything actually landed 
in Knight's yard . 

" People , for example, are al­
ways mistaking Venus and Jupi­
ter for a UFO." 

The only other UFO sighting in 
the county this year was last 
month in Glen Burnie, Lutz said, 
when a man reported an unusual 
glow in his yard. " But we think 
that was only a meteorite." 

Knight sa id he was not particu­
larly alarmed by Wednesday 
night's incident. He is certain that 
the glow was not his imagination 
or, possibly , a car's headlights. " I 
sure believe something is up there 
now," he said. 

A spokesman for the Federal 
Aviaition Admnistration, who de­
clined to give his name, said 
reports of UFOs are common, but 
unless those reporting the sight-
ings can give some "identifica-
tion," such as a tag number, then 
it is impossible to investigate . A 
lot of the supposed UFOs, he said, 
can be explained as aircraft. 

STAR, Lincoln , NE - Nov . 11, 1983 

" Everybody thought we were a 
little off ," said Eric Steen, a 
neighbor of Knight's, who is also 
an Anne Arundel County police 
officer. 

"They kept trying to explain to 
us that an airplane or a helicopter 
couldn't land there. I told them 
that I knew that. But that wasn't 
the problem." 

Space engineer charges coverup on UFOs 

After contacting officials at the 
state and federal aviation admin­
istrations, Steen called the coun­
ty 's police department. After an 
officer interviewed Knight, a fire 
department investigator was 
called to view the landing spot. 
"He took samples and said it 
probably was fungus ," Knight 
said. "That's no fungus. " 

Still not satisfied, Steen called 
John Lutz, a member of Balti­
more-based Odyssey Research, a 
club specializing in UFOs. Lutz 
agreed to look at the black circles 
and take samples. 

"We are called to about 35 to 
103 sightings a year in Mary-

By Nancy Clark 
of Th3 Lmcoln Star 

The U.S. government is suppressing valuable in­
formation it has on UFO sightings and other unex­
plained phenomena, according to John Schuessler, 
who has worked with the U.S. space program since 
1962. 

"To an extent, it's a cosmic coverup," he said in 
a Thursday interview. "The government is holding 
back on what it knows, because it is so afraid - al­
most paranoid - that the Russians will learn some­
thing from it" technologically. 

Schuessler, an engineer with McDonnell Douglas 
Corp., serves as project 111anager for Space Shuttle 
Flight Operations at the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration in Houston. 

He has been actively involved in UFO investiga­
tions since 1965, when he heard or several astronaut 
sightings or unexplained phenomena. 

Schuessler says he believes most U FOs are prob­
ably the result of extraterrestial visits by more ad­
vanced civilizations. He doesn't subscribe to the 
theory that another dimension could exist side by 
side with our own. 

Despite the governmental clampdown on UFO 
information, Schuessler predicted that information 
gained from the study or U FOs will one day revolu­
tionize technology. 

"There's a technological payoff that's beyond our 
understanding at this time," he commented. "Tech­
nologically, we're still infants." 

He said government officials are afraid to sup­
port research into Ulo'Os, because the study or 
unexplained phenomena is not yet legitimized "to 
the point that anyone in government is ready to put 
his career on the line. 

Schuessler is one of the speakers participating in 
a three-day conference in Lincoln on unexplained 

phenomena. The conference begins today. 
The event is being sponsored by the University 

or Nebraska-Lincoln Division or Continuing Studies 
in cooperation with other groups interested in 
unexplained phenomena. 

This is the second consecutive year that the con­
ference is being held in Lincoln .. 

All sessions will be held at the Nebraska Center. 
33rd and Holdrege Streets. Registration begins at 8 
a.m. Friday. Single-session tickets are available at 
the door. 

Speakers will include internationally recognized 
UFO expert J. Allen Hynek, head of the Center for 
U fo'O Studies in fo~vanston, Ill: 

Cryptozoology (the study of unusual animals) 
and Fortean events will be discussed Friday, al­
leged government coverup or UFO incidents Satur­
day and UFO abductions and animal mutilations 
Sunday. 

4 
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laugh any more.' ' 
Tracy Carpenter was one of the 

laughing friends and later went to see 
for himself what was in the sky east 
of Zirbel's farm . 

"We came out here Sunday night 
and sat up here at the barn." he said. 
"Then we saw a bright light come up 
above the tree line (about 200 yards 
away ) and light up the whole area. 

"We jumped in the car and drove 
down there and got out where we 
thought we saw it and looked for it," 
he said . " Then someone said 'There's 
a car coming down the road ' and I 
went back to my car to move it out of 
the road and there was no car there. 
It was that light and it was in the 
road." 

He said he and his friends got in his 
car and tried to follow the light. but 
when they got to the spot where it had 
been. it was gone. 

Alan Johnson also saw the uniden­
tified light Monday night and came 
back Tuesday night to see it again. 
this time with a telescope. 

Asked if he would set up the 
telescope if the object returned. 
Johnson replied : " If I see it again. I 
ain 't gonna want to set nothing up." 

Carpenter estimates that the object 
he saw was 10-feet wide with an 
orange light in the middle and two 
white lights on each side. 

and for a longer period than any 
others during the weekend. 

"We were on our way coming home 
from Athens on Saturday night and I 
saw a bright light off to the right, " Ty 
said Tuesday . "I thought at first it 
was the Northern star. but then it got 
brighter and brighter. 

"I told Kim to slow down and then 
it was right above us. It had several 
lights on it and as best as I could tell 
was shaped like a diamond, " he said . 

This sighting was Sunday night and 
a Monday night sighting by Bobby 
Zirbel, who used binoculars. confirm ­
ed the diamond shape. 

" It moved off to the south and we 
followed it, " Ty said . " When we got 
over near the power plant we saw it 
land, or at least looked liked it land­
ed. " he said. 

"Then we drove up on a road. and I 
don't know what it was. but there 
were several very bright, white lights 
glowing in the road. " Green said . 

" They looked like eyes to me. but 
we were so scared. we didn ' t stay 
around to ask questions. I put the car 
in reverse and backed up for at least 
a half mile." 

Strickland said he " wasn 't going to 
tell a soul " about the strange lights 
for fear of harassment. but word was 
out long before he told a few friends 
at Clements High School. 

(DAILY Photo by David Pryor l 

CFO seek e r s watch unidenti fied lights in southe rn Lim esto n e Cou nty 

"I haven' t even told my family . 
They'll probably think I'm nuts too. 
But I don 't care. I know I saw 
something last night.· · 

People in the crowd at the airstrip 
Tuesday night included public of­
ficials. teachers. parents. farmers 
and dozens of passersby . 

UFO? 
Limestone residents ponder strange light 

The sightings and subsequent talk 
caused a stir at Clements High School 
and in the Turner Crossroads area. 
On Monday and Tuesday nights a 
crowd gathered near Zirbel's airstrip 
and barn to watch for the strange 
lights. 

The crowd that waited Tuesday 
night was not totally disappointed. 

One man who said he had seen the 
object years ago was on hand with a 
movie camera to record any 
sightings. Another man. perhaps 
more frightened than the rest. 
reportedly kept a shotgun at hand in 
case of an extraterrestrial visit . 

Charles Scott. the Federal Aviation 
Administration 's watch supervisor at 
the Huntsville Jetplex 's air traffic 
control tower Sunday night. said to­
day that nothing abnormal was 
reported Saturday or Sunday nights. 

By DAVID PRYOR 
DAILY Staff Writer 

ATHE~S - ''I'll be honest with 
you. it made my heart stop.· · said Ty 
Strickland. a 14-vear-old Clements 
High School sophomore. one of 
several people who has recently spot­
ted unidentified lights in the western 
Limestone County sky . 

Ty. his girlfriend Kim Green and as 
many as 25 other residents of the 
Turner Crossroads area have since 
Saturday night seen something they 
cannot explain zipping through the 
air and lighting the woods. 

The sightings began Saturday night 
and were repeated Sunday and :vion­
day nights in an open field area 
southeast of Turner Crossroads in 
western Limestone County . 

Between 100 and 150 people. in­
cluding a large group of students 
from Clements High School. waited 
in the field Tuesday night. watching 
for a repeat of the earlier sightings. 

Brad Zirbel. a 20-year-{)ld farmer. 
and his co-worker Steve Allen both 
saw a strange orange-and-white ball 
of light early Sunday night while 
working in a field just north of the 
Browns Ferry :'-luclear Plant. 

Zirbel's father. a successful 
businessman. farmer and pilot. 
believed his son 's account of what he 
saw and went out :vionday night after 
a second sighting to watch . 

"What I saw was a very bright light 
moving in patterns that were not 
possible in an airplane... Bobby 
Zirbel said Tuesday . " It stayed in the 
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air for a very short time. but I did see 
something.·' 

The elder Zirbel said he knew his 
son and Allen had seen something 
when he went out Monday evening to 
get them. 

"Steve was more or less frozen in 
the tractor and did not want to come 
up to the barn," he said. " I had to pull 
the tractor in the shed myself." 

Allen said he could not identify 
what he saw. except that it was a 
bright orange. glowing ball. 

Brad Zirbel's friends were told of 
the incident Sunday night "While sit­
ting around the square (in Athens ' 
and they j ust laughed at me ... Brad 
said . " So I brought some of them out 
here Sunday night and they won ' t 

The bright orange and white light 
did not appear in the eastern sky. but 
witnesses did watch. for about 90 
seconds. a strange glowing light in 
the middle of a freshly plowed cotton 
field. 

The 70-acre field is one of the 
several Brad Zirbel and Allen had 
been plowing and it was completely 
bare. 

In the middle of the field . shortly 
after sundown and several minutes 
before most of the large crowd 
gathered. a bright red light began 
glowing, resembling a campfire from 
afar. The light burned for about 90 
seconds and then disappeared. 

Perhaps Stickland and Green saw 
more of the mysterious flying objects 

"We don't have anything that flies 
out of here except some T-38s and a 
few executive planes. " said Carl 
Jones. a public affairs official at 
NASA's Marshall Space Flight 
Center in Huntsville. 

Ed Harris. a spokesman for the Ar­
my's Redstone Arsenal. said the 
lights sighted do not resemble 
anything flying from there. "We have 
two types of helicopters and a few 
other fixed wing aircraft." 

He also said the Army has no ex­
perimental aircraft flying around 
:'-lorth Alabama. 
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Residents of Putnam County are peering skyward 
these days after the latest reported UFO i.ighting. 

Police officials say that they don't believe the 
brightly colored lights which were seen in sections 
of Mahopac, Baldwin Place and Carmel last week 
were "anything more than a group of guys who like 
to get their kicks out of frightening people." 

The fliers were noticed over the Carmel Police 
Department. "They were up there all right-six or 
eight lights in a V-shape. They were really eerie 
because there was no souud emanating from the 
geometric shape," said Detective Joseph Sobel. 

"I received a call late Tuesday night about it, but as yet we haven't in· 
vestigated," said Limestone County Sheriff Mike Blakely. "They say the 
things they saw down there were smaller than humans, but larger than 
dogs," Blakely said. 

Sheriff's secretary Kay Worsham said she knows the youth that first 
report~ th~ sightings and said, "These are people who will not make up 
something like that. I honestly believe they saw something down there. 
There have been t~ many people, including adults, who also spotted it." 

Some of the restdents who have spotted the light said it produced an 
orange glow. 

Limestone County fanner Jesse Crouch said .he's been seeing a strange 
or~nge to r~dish colo_red ~ght in the area for ~e past five years. 

1?te last ~e I noticed 1t was Wednesday rught of last week. I was out in 
the field plowmg and noticed this orange, reddish glow in the air. I don't 
know exactly how to describe it, but it looked like sparklers were going off 
around it. It appeared to go down in the woods," he said. 

"I don't know if this has anything to do with it, but ever since August 
there has been a large hole in the ground over there near the woods. Th~ 
hole is filled wit~ wa_ter, ice cold water. I've been fanning this land for 30 
years and up until this summer I've never noticed this hole. It wasn't there 
until this year.'' 
Crou~h did n~t _dis~?unt Zirbel'~ theory that the lights could be produced 

by static electricity. All I know 1S that there've been some strange goings 
on around here for quite some time. 

"I've been noticing it, but never mentioned it before because I didn't 
think anyone would believe me. I figured people would be thinking I'm 
nuts," said Crouch. 
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Limestone UFO is sighted 
by crowd, DAILY reporter 

A geological condition? 

Professor explains 
local UFO mystery By DAVID PRYOR 

DAn. Y SWf Wr#W 
ATHENS - Not much was on televi­

sion Thursday night so I thought I would 
watch for the strange light at Turner's 
Crossroads that had attracted so much 
interest this week. 

What I saw at 9:30p.m. made for bet­
ter viewing than anything on television . 

After going by the Clements Junior 
High football game. I picked up Ty 
Strickland. who had seen the " uniden­
tified flying object" several ti mes and 
off we went. 

The light had been seen by several 
people during the last week around the 
airstrip of Bobby Zirbal near the Seven 
Mile Post Road. 

When we got there Thursday night . 
there were at least 100 people waiting. 

Most of them, like me. were not disap­
pointed . 

The light suddenly appeared twice. 
perhaps for more than three minutes 
total time. 

The moon was full. with clouds circl­
ing it every few moments. Thick fog 
glided across the barren cotton fields at 
the airstrip. 

Many of the watchers were gathered 
around three hay bales. chewing the fat 
when the light appeared. 

I had given up any hope of ever seeing 
1t and Ty and I had already gotten into 
my car and were about to leave when 
the cry went out. ' 'There it is' '' 

The first yell came from Brad Zirbel. 
a normally soft-spoken man who is 
respected in the community . But his 
voice was far from soft this time : 

DAILY,. Decatur, AL- Nov. 6, 1983 

UFO sightings continue 
in southwest Limestone 

By PHILLIP GENTRY 
DAILY State Editor 

The recovery of three helium-filled 
garbage bags tied to a flashlight from 
a Limestone County field has not 
brought an end to the UFO sightings 
in the southwestern corner of the 
county. 

Unidentified lights hanging over 
the trees, flying slowly and quietly 
near the Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant 
have been reported as recently as 
Oct. 29 - about two weeks after the 
garbage bags were found by a local 
farmer . 

Even if no one had seen the 
mysterious lights after the bags were 
discovered, the people who live near 
or who visited the fields and Bobby 
Zirbel's airstrip say what they saw 
could not have been a flashlight hang­
ing from three garbage bags. 

Ty Strickland, 14, of Popular Point 
was one of the first people to see the 
lights. He said what he saw " was 
definitely no garbage bag." 

" We watched it for a long time," 
said Kim Green, 17, of Popular Point. 
"That was no garbage bag.'' 

She said the garbage bag contrap­
tion was a joke concocted by the un­
cle of a student at Clements School. 

The garbage bags and flashlight 
were found Oct. 24 by Raymond 

Marsh, a farmer who lives on 
Rockhouse Road near Mooresville. 
At that time authorities said the gar­
bage bag-balloons might be what 
dozens of UFO-watchers had seen. 

Three women in Neel, a communi­
ty in western Morgan County, say 
now that they saw three UFOs fly low 
over their homes about a week before 
the first UFOs were reported seen in 
Limestone County. 

For the first two weeks the 
Limestone County fields where peo­
ple said they saw the UFOs drew 
curiosity seekers from the surroun­
ding area at night. 

" Most every n ight there's 
somebody down there," said Mrs. 
Bobby Zirbel, whose husband flies a 
crop du~ter from the airstrip. " Some 
nights they'll see the lights ." 

Miss Green said she heard that 
reporters from a newspaper in 
Florida were at the airstrip on Hallo­
ween nigh .~ . watching for UFOs. She 
said the crowds are not as large as 
they were in mid-October, but people 
still stop there from time to time to 
wait and watch and hope something 
unexpected will appear. 

Spokesmen for the Limestone 
County Sheriff's Department say 
they have received no officials 
reports of UFO sightings. 

UFO captured 

"There it is ! Do you see it?" 
From the hay rolls where people were 

gathered came, "I see it, there it is." 
It was an intensely bright red light. Its 

apparent position was about 100 feet 
above the tree line, 200 yards east from 
our position. There was no noise coming 
from it. 

The light was about the size of a 
medium-sized star, but it illuminated 
the tops of trees. The red light was sur­
rounded by several flickering white 
ones with equal intensity . It held sta­
tionary above the trees. 

People who had seen the light before. 
including Strickland and Kim Green. 
commented to me. "I'm glad you've 
seen it so people won' t think I'm crazy 
anymore.'' 

The light remained still for two 
minutes . 

Then, just as abruptly as it had ap­
peared. it vanished. 

There were no clouds in that part of 
the sky. nothing impeding our vision . 

" Man, this is spooky." whispered one 
witness. No one approached the light. 

Two minutes later. the light reap­
peared. this time about 30 yards south of 
its previous sighting. 

And this time. it moved quickly south. 
about one-half mile. then disappeared . 
It might have been the size of a televi­
sion satellite dish. relative to our posi­
tion . 

Satisfied. most watchers then went 
home. 

Several people. including college pro­
fessors. have tried to explain the 
mysterious light as nothing more than 
swamp gas . 

Well. I have never seen swamp gas. 
and I do not believe the object I saw was 
gas 

I am not saying this thing was full of 
little green men spying on Browns 
Ferry Nuclear Plant. and whether it 
was a weather balloon or a secret test 
plane from the Redstone Arsenal. I do 
not know . 

But I do know I saw something that is 
difficult to explain . 

By SONNY nTRNER 
A professor at Athens State Col­

lege said Thursday be believes a 
geological condition exists in 
southwest Limestone County 
where different energies have 
combined to produce the glowing 
lights that have been seen stan­
ding and moving through the 
area this week. 

Calling the Ci)llditiona a vo~ 
ASC professor of psychology Dr. 
Joe Slate said, "It may take 
several years for those energies 
to build, but certainly there are 
areas in Limestone County that 
are geologically conducive to 
these vortex phenomena. In the 
past there have been a number of 
such light sightings detennined 
to be that of vortex conditions in 
Alabama including the Tri-Cities 
area. 

"Pm not saying for sure this i.s 
what the people reported seeing 
in Limestone COunty," said Slate, 
"but this is what I believe ~p­
pened. Those. conditions usually 
exist in the fall and winter and 
when it happens, the glow will 
produce a variety of colors.'' 

"Vortex is a geological condi­
tion in which a variety of energies 
interact to produce an 
phenomena which we don't ex­
pect." said Slate. "When dif­
ferent energies intersect at a 
point above the earth, then you 
get this phenomena. They may be 
stationary or may show move­
ment. When energies come 
together at a certain point above 
the earth, this will fonn a light or 
glow that produces a variety of 
colors. '' 

A number of residents have 

reported seeing strange lights 
and unidentified flying objects in 
the vicinity of the Browns Ferry 
Nuclear Power Plant. The first 
sighting was Saturday night 
when two Clements High School 
teenagers told authorities they 
saw something solid hovering 
above them. The youngsters said 
it appeared the object landed and 
when they went to investigate 
their car's headlights reflected 
from what appeared to be a pair 
of white, glowing eyes. 

Since then, a number of other 
residents, including three county 
fanners, say they have noticed 
lights in the area. Jesse Crouch 
said he bas seen the lights for five 
years. He said they reappeared 
last week as an orange-reddish 
glow surrounded by what aJr 
peared to be sparklers. He said 
the light appeared to go down in a 
wooded area near the plant. 

County market owner, fanner 
and cropduster Bobby Zirbel said 
more thaD 109 area Tesidf!1rtr 
gathered at his airstrip off Seven 
Mile Post Road Wednesday night 
in hopes of seeing the strange 
lights again. 

"They spotted it again shortly 
after 7 p.m.," said Zirbel. " I 
didn't see it myself, but some of 
the kids down there said it aJr 
peared in the air and then left. '' 

Zirbel said since word got out 
about the weekend sightings, 
more than 1,000 people-both 
adults and youngsters-have 
gathered at his private airstrip to 
watch for the UFOs. 

" They are out there having fun 
with it. Most get a kick out of it 
because it gives them something 
to do, " said Zirbel. 

Zirbel said he saw a light aJr 
pear in the sky and then vanish 
Saturday night; he believes it 
could be static electricity or 
~ ..... ._.hut.n so dry 
1tlis Sllmiim' 'that 1hc wind blow­
ing through the tops of the trees 
can cause static electricty to pro­
duce a light," he said. ''Certain 
energies in the air can cause 
some mighty strange things to 
happen." 

UFOs? 6 Of Whatever They Were 
Reported Sighted In Kimmswick 

• 1n 

Residents of Kimmswick in 
Jefferson County spotted what they 

~ _ believed to be six undentified foreign 
- objecls Sunday night. 

'X. .. ° Keena Burr, 19, said that her 
u mother, Susan, 39, first saw the 
f-< +' g!Gwing shapes about 10 p.m. while 
~ i;5 J(eena and some friends were in the 
H bern. The family lives on Montebello 
Cl Road at Kimmswick, which is about 25 
~ miles south of St. Louis . 
Cl'l The objects were silver-<:olored and 
~ oval-shaped and had two protruding 

~hts at the top, Keena Burr said. 
laeh of the objects glowed alternately 

red and green. The group of objects 
moved in precise formation in an up­
and-4own motion and then in a zigzag 
pattern, she said. 

About nine friends and family 
members confirmed that they saw the 
objects. Ms. Burr observed the objects 
until she retired for the night, about 
1:30a.m. 

Local law enforcement authorities 
confirmed that they also saw the 
glowing foreign objects in the skies, 
but one said of the matter, "It's out of 
our jurisldiction." 

Marsh's cow field 
There may well be a geological condition in south Limestone County that 

causes lights in the sky. And there just might be static electricity along the 
treetops. 

across. As the wind blew the propeller from place to place, the flashlight 
tumbled inside showing the different lights, Marsh figures. The lights didn't 
show when Marsh came upon the contraption because the batteries were 
dead, he said. But Raymond Marsh believes the Unidentified Flying Object spotted last 

week around Bobby Zirbel's fann near Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant was 
more down to earth- three garbage bags and a flashlight, to be precise. 

Monday Marsh found three helium filled garbage bags with a flashlight in­
side floating jn his cow field in south, south Limestone County near the Ten­
nessee River about 20 to 25 miles from where the UFOs were sighted last 
week. 

" There were three big, large, light colored-sort of beige- garbage bags 
with helium in them," Marsh said. He said two of the bags were still filled, but 
the third was out of gas and was dragging the other two down. They still 
floated, he said, but not too much above the ground. " It was stringing up in the 
air trying to go up again, " he said. 

" They put a flashlight in it. It was red on one end and white on the other." 
The bags weren't filled separately, but were taped together so they all shared 
the same helium fanning what Marsh described as a big propeller about 8 feet 

" I knew exactly what it was when I saw it," Marsh said. He said all the 
other explanations didn't seem quite as practical as calling the lights in the 
sky a prank. "It just amazed me. I knew 1t was a prank. They probably set off 
one every night," Marsh said. 

!hough the field where he found the three-winged, lightless object is 20 to 25 
m1l_es southwest of the Clements area where the UFO was first sighted, Marsh 
believes the recent north winds and the rain could have blown the object to his 
land and helped it fall to earth. 
~arsh caUed_ Sheriff Mike Blakely to take over the contraption, and Blakely 

sa1d _he was g~mg o~t to look at it Monday evening. But he laughed about con­
ductmg any kmd of mvestigation and said he didn't know if he'd bring the bags 
and flashlight back to town or not. 

Marsh remained amazed at the various explanations for the UFO but said 
he thinks it's a good flashlight. ' 
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"It just seemed like, after It 10t up 
over me, that It blinked out," said 
llrs. Jobnson. "I don't know wbat 
happened; It seemed like a dream 
after It happened." 

Tbat UFO was going from south to 
oortb, says Mrs. Johnson. The two 
tbat Oew over the next night were go­
Ing In the opposite direction and were 
a little west of the store. 

I • seeing 
i 3 UFOs 

"Tbe next night we got ready," 
said Mrs. Jenkins. Her Is-year-old 
son, Ricky, saw the UFOs first. 

"We bad tbe front door open and be 
said, "mommy, here's your play­
pretty up here in the air,'" she said. 
"These were lower than the ones 
before." 

0 
Cll 
0 By PHILLIP GENTRY 

DAILY State Editor 
NEEL - Jossie Johnson remembers 

the almost-silent, unidentified object 
that cruised slowly at treetop level over 
her home late one early October night. 

"It wasn't no three garbage bags tied 
together," she says confidently. "It had 
two big headlights, like a car ... And It 
was making a racket just about like a 
three or four-year-old Fridgidaire." 
P~aps a week before dozens of peo­

ple m southwestern Limestone County 
saw unidentified lights hovering in the 
sky, a smaller group including Mrs. 
Johnson was watching something 
unidentified above the trees here. 

"Don't ask me what it was," said Mrs. 
Johnson. "I don't know. God dees, but I 
don't." 

"I only wish they'd come back," said 
F~ye Jenkins of Neel. "In my prayers, 1 
w1sh they'd come back. I love them. 
That was the prettiest thing I ever saw 
in my life." 

"I . don't know what it was, " said 
Edalme Glenn, also of Neel. 'I wish it'd 
come back over where we'd get another 
good look at it." 

The women, who all live near Mrs. 
Glenn's store in Nee!, say they saw the 
UFOs on two consecutive nights in Oc­
tober - a single UFO the first night and 
two the second. 

Both sightings were aner 10 p.m., the 
first on a Tuesday. 

"I was sitting in my liviD~ room look­
ing out the window and I saw it just a 
standing there in the air." remembers 
Mrs. Johnson. "I saw the light . .. it 
came right over the store ... between the 
chimney and the tall building. 

" I bounced out in the yard like 
somebody crazy." 

Mrs. Jenkins said she had just turned 
off her television set when she saw the 
UFO. 

"I just opened the door. It was real 
pretty up there," she said. "I went in­
side to call my son and called, 'Come 
here, Ricky, and look at momma's pret­
ty .' 

"We stood out on the porch and watch­
ed it come over the store and over my 
house." 

Mrs. Glenn said Mrs. Jenkins called 
her and asked her to look outside. 

'_' I saw it coming over my house," she 
sa1d. " It had two headlights and a blink­
ing light, like an airplane. But it wasn't 
an airplane because it didn't make any 
noise." 

When it got over her yard, remembers 
Mrs. Johnson, "it commenced to blink­
ing three red lights. I wasn't scared. I 
just ran out, right under it and looked 
straight up at it." 

" It was round in shape and it had real 
bright beam lights shining down," said 
Mrs. Jenkins. "What we saw had real 
bright lights, three, bigger than half-a­
bushel tubs. They were white, just like 
headlights on a car. 

"There were multiple lights on the 
bo.tto~ and a real pretty blue light 
blmkmg on the top. It was just beautiful. 

" It went right over my house. At that 
time I could not hear a motor, except a 
buzzing sound. 

"It was no airplane. It was no jet 
because it was moving too slow." 

"Just in a little bit after the first 
one, a second one came over and 
beared east," said Mrs. Johnson. 
They were close to the ground, she 
remembers, because the lights 
beneath them lit the ground. 

"When it got over the woods that 
Dickering light was shining down in 
the woods," said Mrs. Glenn. "And it 
came· almost to us and turned direct­
ly to the east." 

"It was just beautiful," said Mrs. 
Jenkins. "We watched it, but we had 
propped the front door open where we 
could dodge back in if we had to. 

"One w~nt over my house as the 
other was over the store. I'd have 
given a pretty if it bad landed in the 
yard." 

Sbe did not follow it as it went over 
ber house, Mrs. Jenkins said. "I don't 
go around back because I've got 
skunks (in the woods) and I don't 
want to get sprayed·." 

On neither night, all three women 
agreed, did wbat they saw resemble 
or move as a flashlight tied to three 
garbage bags filled with helium 
might be expected to move. 

"Garbage bags couldn't have risen 
up and gone over the trees," said 
Mrs. Johnson. "They'd have gotten 
hung up. " 

ERNEST AND MOLLY FREDENBURG 

Couple spots UFO 
Every night Ernest Fredenburg goes out 

to his garage at 414 W. i\"inth Street bdore 
going to bed to m ake ~ure that it"s locked . 
Tuesday . Oct 25 . was just like any other 
night. except that at 10 :30 p.m .. Freden­
burg saw an unidentified flying object- a 
UFO. ' 

' "I just happened to look up into the 
northern sky and I saw it," Fredenburg 
said . ·"It was a big silver ball with sparkly 
diamonds all over it and one blinking red 
light on the bottom. And , boy, was it mov­
ing fast. " 

Fredenburg watched the u.f.o. for a mo­
ment before he called to his wife. Molly, to 
come take a look . ··1 thought he was hav­
ing a heart attack. the way he was ye!­
ling.·· Mrs . Fredenburg said. \\'hen she got 
outside. though. she could see what all the 
excitement was about, and attests to 
~burg's description. 

""It wa~ flymg really high . but wasn"t mak­
mg a ~ (l und." " Fredenhurg exp lained . "'I 
kept expetting to hear a noise . I've seen 
planes flying all the time at night, and 1 
know for sure that this was no plane." 

Fredenburg, a former officer on the 
Northfield Police force, wanted to make 
sure that people didn't think he was crazy. 
"I've traveled clear up into Canada and all 
over the United States, driving in the even­
ings , and I've never seen anything like it. 
If it's just some weird satellite or 
something that the government has flying 
over the country, I wish they'd tell · us 
about it so that people wouldn't get scared 
so easily," Fredenburg added. 

Fredenburg had called the News office 
on Wednesday morning to see if anyone 
else in the area had reported seeing the 
u.f .o_ No one else had reported a sighting. 

UFO SPOTTED - What could only be called an unidentified flying 
obiec:t was spotted and photographed on Oct. 22, 1 983 by Dick 
Schatz of Seaview and his brother in the Linnton area of Portland, 
Ore. The object, above, can be seen in the upper left hand corner of 
the photo. Dick said he and his brother went out on the porch of his 
brother's home at about 7 p.m. to take a scenic evening photo of the 
lights of N.E. Portland and the St. Johns peninsula area. with the 
Willamette River below. While he was readying the camera, Dick 
spotted the unidentified light in the sky and pointed it out to his 
brother. Both were very puzzled over the motionless object that 
made no sound and gave off a bluish-white light. Lights of airliners 
taking off from Portland airport could be seen in the distance and in 
no way could be compared to the apparent object. Dick had one 

color shot left in his camera and he squeezed it off seconds before 
the glowing object angled away towards Vancouver and then made 
a 90-degree turn and went straight up, finally disappearing in the 
distance. 

"I don't know what the light was, but I know no aircraft could do 
the things that light was doing," Dick said later. He noted that he and 
his brother had aircraft in the distance to compare the light to. Dick 
knows that domestic jet aircraft take off at a speed of 1 60 knots and 
then zoom to 250 knots. With this in mind, Dick estimated that the 
light seemed to move at least four times that speed. The above 
photo is looking northwest into northeast Portland with the Area bulk 
plant at Linnton in the foreground. Dick said he wasn't sure, but it 
appeared that the light hovered over high-voltage power lines that 
cross the Willamette River. 
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FOREIGN NEWS · 

Th is flying saucer photographed in New Mexico back in 1963 wasn't all it was cracked up 
to be. Purported to be 21 metres in diameter, it actually turned out to be two china saucers 

glued together a nd thrown in front of a camera. 

There was no doubt 
that the alien had a ter­
rible case of acne. 
"His face looked like my 

teenager's," said the un­
named American who saw 
the body in the Antarctic 
ice. 

Four governments. know 
about the crashed spacecraft 
and the five bodies but the 
whole thing has been kept 
under wraps for fear of start· 
ing a panic about invasion 
from outer space. 
So runs the story in the Perth 

UFO Research Group newslet· 
ter. 
Perth has two UFO societies. 
The research group, common­

ly referred to as PUFORG, is 
the oldest , dating from 1955, 
and has about 1.20 members. 

Its acting president is Mr 
George Hume, of Bedford a 
retired hospital worker in ·his 
70s. 
The youngest group is the 

West Au~tralian UFO Investl~­
ation Centers, which split 
from PUFORG as the result of 
a schism four months ago. 
This has 41 members and is 

headed by Mr Michael Borley, 
f ormerly president of 

American, Stanton Fried­
man, holds a p o r t r a i t 
of a visitor from outer 
space . The photo comes 
from a sculpture of the 
visitor as recollected, under 
hypnosis, by two other 
Amer icans who claimed 
they had been taken on 
board a UFO in 1971. The 
visitor seems to beor a re­
markable resemblance to 

the Antarctic alien. 

Looking out 
for UFOs 

By Allan Hal~ 

PUFORG, 36 and unemployed, 
who lives at Glen Forrest. 
Both these groups put out 

mimeographed newsletters. 
There is a student group, of 

16, 17 and 18-year-olds, which 
has six members, and is four 
years old. 
This is the Investigation Cen­

tre of Aerial Phenomena, 
which, says its president, 
Shane Thompson (16) of 
Bullsbrook, concerns itself 
mainly with UFOs but isn't 
very active at the moment be­
caus.e of the T AE. 

And there is a scattering of 
independents. who are inter· 
ested in UFOs but pay alleg· 
lance to no particular group, 
Mr Hume says. 

The larger groups canvass 
members by such activities as 
exhibitions at shopping centres 
and talka in schools. 
Mr Hume says: "I always say 

'I haven't come to persuade 
you, but to present you with 
the information'." 
He talks in time set aside by 

teachers, usually at the re­
quest of pupils. 
The convinced adherents or 

t he t heory that there are vis­
itors trom outer space are 
aware that they will be met 
with scepticism and apply 
rigid standards of proof. 
Mr Borley, of the W A UFO 

Research Centers, says: "Nine­
ty per cent of sightings turn 
out to be aircraft, or the moon, 
or Jupiter, or satellites or 
meteorites." 
It is the other ten per cent 

which constitute the mystery. 
The great world which tum­

bles such things together 
under the convenient heading 
of "11ttle green men in flying 
saucers," has it partly right. 
Enthusiasts agree that the 

visitors are basically human­
old--or as one writer puts it: 
"Always have one head, two 
arms, two legs." 
The Perth UFO Research 

Group quotes an Adelaide 
group's notes that saucers 
seem to break down into differ· 
en.t kinds with different inter­
ests. 
A plain silver saucer seems to 

be doing a specific job and 
minding Its own business. 

Saucers with domes on the 
other hand, seem to have the 
task of sampling plants or peo­
ple. 
The people-samplers, the Ade­

laide group says , examines peo­
ple and lets them go, with the 
memories washed clean of the 
experience until they are asked 
under hypnosis. 

A UFO? No, just a trick 
of a camera lens painted at 

the moon. 

A silver saucer with a light 
underneath seems very inter· 
ested in human activity. 

People followed In their cars 
always report seeing a bright 
orange light. 
If shot at, "by people with llm-

~gu ~nt~~~f::,cet~e th~tft~el~~~ 
never shoot back, but go up out 
of range. 
"Little" Is an operative word. 
There is general agreement 

that the visitors are llttle­
"about four feet -high" ran the 
report on the frozen fellows of 
Antarctica. 

"Fellows? ••• " Yes, indeed. 
All quite definitely male, ac· 
cording to a physicist among a 
team of scientists who bobbed 
Into the story. 
And green, now, would you 

say? ... "Bluish," said the in· 
formant, though nobody could 
be sure if that was the normal 
colour or a result of quick· 
freezing. 
But America, Japan, the 

USSR and Argentina all know 

~g~~:e;ta;e ~till ~~~re~hdep!~J 
ent ..• 

Dependent on what? •.• 
Why, dependent on contending 
nations settling Which own 
where in Antarctica. of course. 

M Y-sterY- 10 _P-er cent 
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UFO every 
15 minutes 
GRAHAM W. 
BIRDSALL, Cheir-
n-..n of the York­
ahire UFO Society, 
conclude• hia 
intriguing f lve-p11rt 
Hriea on local 
aight inga and tell• 
how other countriea 
uke the n-..ny 
wor l d w i de 
aightinga aerioualy. 

THE Centre for UFO 
Studies, Illinois, 
USA, recently calcu· 
lated that world-wide 
there are an esti· 
mated 100 reports of 
U F 0 s every 24 
hours. or if you like, 
a UFO is seen every 
15 minutes. 

In this region, the 
Yorkshire UFO Society 
deals with a minute 
fraction of that figure, 
yet each report Is care· 
fully analysed by its 
own research team, 
then an evaluation is 
m a d e . Often this 
involves up to 12 inves· 
t i g a t o r s gathered 
around a table, each 

~~~P~~~d c~m~:n~~s :~ 
evaluation of a report 
sometimes does not 
take place until months 
of careful research has 
been carried out. 

On March .;25 this 
year, a Bradford woman 
observed a bright ball 
of light from her bed· 
room window at 3 a.m. 
The ball was red in 
colour, but white 
flickers of light shone 
around it. It moved 
slowly across her field 
of vision before disap­
pearing behind some 
trees. On April 15, 1983 
an overnight lorry 
driver was heading east 
between junctions 22 
and 23 of the M62, it 
was 3.50 a.m. He noticed 
that lorries travelling 
in the opposite direc­
tion were flashing their 
headlights on and off in 
unison . The traffic in 
both directions slowed, 
almost to a halt. 

Suddenly, away to his . 
right, he picked out a 
large oval object, bril· 
liant white, hovering 
over the moorland. 
Such was its size, and 
appearance, the driver 
came to a dead stop on 
the hard shoulder, 
pulled down his win· 
dow, and gazed in awe 
as the object slowly 
began to move directly 
overhead. It t h e n 
hovered for a few 
so;conds, before return· 
ing back to its original 
position, whereupon it 
disappeared from view. 

Inquiries revealed 
that no helicopters were 
in the area at the time, 
but military flights 

could have been res· 
ponsible, though they 
do not normally hover 
over motorways at that 
time of a morning, or 
any part of the day for 
that matter. It is quite 
possible that a number 
of reported UFOs could 
be explained away as 
being nothing more 
than military aircraft 
participating in 
manoeuvres. 

S o m e helicopter 
flights , for example , 
have been seen to 
descend at night, and 
turn on their powerful 
arc lights, in an effort 
to pick out certain 
landmarks. From a dis· 
tance, this can appear 
to the inexperienced 
observer to be proof 
positive that a UFO is 
in the area . 

Enigma 
However, the Minis· 

try of Defence are 
reluctant to be drawn 
on this subject, and 
have stated 1:hat until 
U F 0 s constitute a 
threat to the United 
Kingdom, and are 
shown to exist, then no 
real interest will be 
shown by them. This is 
a far cry from the 
French Government, 
who until recently had 
Its own official research 
department looking into 
the enigma. Their 
research work, and 
results were openly 
displayed, and other 
countries adopt the 
same stance. 

Spain p r o v i d e s 
detailed records of 
radar tracks of UFOs 
seen by both Civil and 
Military radar net· 
works. Even the United 
States has been forced 
to admit that its official 
interest in UFOs, far 
from b e i n g pon· 
existent, is very much 
alive. The Freedom of 
Information Act saw to 
that. 

Under the Act , 
A m e rican UFO 
researchers obtained 
hundreds of previously 
secretly held docu­
ments which revealed 
that UFOs had been 
reported by its military 
forces throughout the 
globe during the last 
few decades. 

Air Force records 
detailed many of these 
reports, some were 
quite staggering, like 
the UFO which hovered 
over a silo missile base. 
and was then inter· 
cepted by aircraft 
scrambled to go to the 
scene. Far from depart· 
ing at speed, the UFO 
simply remained over 

the base . until at last. 
much to the relief of 
the ground crew, it shot 
straight up into the sky 
and vanished from 
sight . 

The official United 
States investigation 
into UFOs, known as 
Project Blue Book. 
spanned many years . 
and sceptics are qui ck 
to point out that its 
conclusions were blunt , 
that UFOs, or space­
ships , or flying saucers, 
do not exist. I like to 
point out that 10 per 
cent . of Blue Books 
cases. investigated by 
the Air Force's own 
team . remained 
unexplained 

The re have been 
sightings of possible 
UFOs in northern Eng· 
land for centuries, 
dating back to AD9l , 
when a "ship"' was seen 
in the sky o v e r 
Humberside . In the 
eighth century, " fire 
dragons" were reported 
over Northumbria, and 
on September 15, 1749, 
cattle were frightened 
and trees burnt by a 
flaming ·'UFO" in 
South Yorkshire. 

Are UFOs from other 
worlds as some leading 
authors would suggest ' 
The truth is, no-one 
really knows, yet until 
science takes the enig· 
rna seriously , the truth 
may be years away . 
Now that another solar 
system has been dis­
covered. some 25 light 
years away from Earth . 
the impossible has 
become possible. Other 
solar systems will be 
found , the large space 
telescope launched by 
the shuttle will see to 
that. 

The telescope will see 
fainter objects and scan 
a volume of space 350 
times greater than that 
which was visible from 
the Earth . who knows 
what it will find in the 
next 10-15 years, before 
it becomes obsolete . 

Ask yourself . wh en 
did 1 last look to the sky 
when leaving the front 
door at night ? When 
did I take notice of the 
star clustered heavens ' 
Thanks to the Eveni ng 
Post . dozens of reports 
have now reached us , 
and more and more 
people ARE taking 
notice of what goes on 
a b o v e them. The 
Society will be pleased 
to hear from you 
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Strange meeting in 
hospital grounds 

THE Yorkshire UFO 
Society has an 
inbuilt team of dedi­
cated researchers 
who strive to collate 
dozens upon dozens 
of reports that are 
r e c e i v e d from 
throughout the 
region, and several 
intriguing ideas of 
th ought have 
emerged. 

We have been sur­
prised at the number of 
elderly people who have 
suddenly awoken in the 
middle of the night, and 
seen from their bed­
room windows, large, 
glowing objects, quite 
stationary in the sky. 
These reports have 
come in from around 
the county, and a con­
nection could be there. 
On August 9, 1982, an 
8&-year~ld 0 t I e y 
woman awoke at 2.05 
a.m. to find her room 
illuminated by a bril­
liant light, emanating 
from a large object 
hovering near her 
home. The light was so 
bright she could see 
pictures that were hung 
on her wall at the rear 
of the room. After five 
minutes, the light 
"switched off" . 

Lately, we have been 
r e c e i v i n g similar 
reports, but these have 
involved not elderly 
people , but a single 
community living near 
Halifax. They have 
b e e n experiencing 
these lights, coupled 
w i t h strange high 
pitched noises for 
nearly 18 months. 
Matters came to a head 
recently when · one 
young woman observed 
a I i g h t travelling 
directly towards her 

~~~:!~as ~~':t~~~ic, ;~ 
just as it seemed inevit­
able that it would hit 
the house, it came to a 
dead stop, and hovered 
outside the window. 

Strange -
While this case is still 

being analysed, and 
several witnesses to be 
further questioned, it 
does appear that this 
area, which experi­
enced UFO phenome­
non in the I a t e 
seventies, is once again 
receiving u n u s u a I 
attention. The woman 
who observed the object 
outside her window 
would agree with that 
assumption, particu-
larly as she was 
paralysed on her bed 
and could not move a 
muscle until it had 
departed! 

The head of our 
research team is Mark 

GRAHAM W. BIRDSALL CMirman of the Yorkshire UFO Society, contin.a his fiv.-pll1 series 
with the curious story of the Airedlle nune, the UFO end the scorched 1ree. 

Birdsall, and naturally 
enough, once the paper 
work has been brought 
up to date, he likes to 
scout known areas of 
activity first hand . 

On October 15, 1982 . 
Mark and three col­
leagues were scanning 
the skies around the 
Cracoe area in North 
Yorkshire. At 1.19 a.m. 
they all observed a 
strange ova I light 
travelling t o w a r d s 
Skipton. Its colour was 
cream, tinged with 
yellow, and there was 
no sound as it slowly 
arched a w a y from 
vision . The next day. 
the Yorkshire Evening 
Post ran a story which 
interested us all. Some 
100 minutes after the 
sighting at Cracoe. 
night-shift workers at 
the R o w n t r e e 
Mackintosh factory in 
York observed a large 
UFO over •the city . 

On the morning of 
October 24, 1982, three 
w i t n e s s e s , whose 
identities cannot be 
revealed, observed the 
most dramatic man­
oeuvres yet by UFOs in 
the region of Elslack 
Moor. It was in the 
early hours of the 
morning and thus dark, 
when the men observed 
a small object, zig­
zagging a few feet 
above the ground across 
Elslack Moor. Red and 
white lights could be 
seen revolving around 
the body of the object . 
They then observed a 
beam of light being 
emitted from the 
underside directly onto 
the ground. At one 
point the object came 
within 50 feet of the 
witnesses. 

Later t h a t ~arne 
morning, at 5.15 a.m., a 
strange series of lights 
passed directly over­
head of the men's car. It 
was not seen approach­
ing, nor was any sound 
heard, although it was 
very low. The men 
elected to try and follow 
the lights, and drove 
down a steep hill for a 

e lll&.lltmion by MARK BIRDSALL 

few hundred yards 
before losing sight of it . 

Some five minutes 
el apsed when the men 
looked back to what had 
been their position on 
the hillside moments 
before. They could 
clea rly see a single 
"strip" of light, cres­
cent shaped , travelling 
slowly toward them. 

Ji~e nb:ti~~~:~:r ~~~:~~ 
but it came directly 
over their car, some 
75-100 feet in height. 

Brilliant 
One man commented: 

" It was so low you could 
have thrown a rock at 
it ." The light now 
became much brighte1 
as it passed over tht: 
bemused and somewhat 
frightened men . An 
array of red and white 
lights were clearly visi­
ble on the underside 
perimeter of the object . 

In November that 
same year, a similar 
object was seen at 
Carleton Moor. Low in 
altitude, it t ravelled 
across the night sky . 
What makes us believe 
that these objects are in 
some. ways controlled is 
best answered by what 
happened to this object 
once an aircraft came 
into view, travelling in 
the opposite direction . 
The object suddenly 
descended low to 
ground and was com­
pletely out of vision as 
the ai rcraft passed . 
Once the aircraft was 
out of sight, you 
guessed it , the object 
rose, and carried on as 
before. 

Another fascinating 
encounter with UFOs 
took place in Earby , and 
the witness has many 
years' experience of 
observing satellites and 
aircraft in H .M. Forces. 
"At 5.40 p.m . on Wed­
nesday, December 22, 
1982, I was walking my 
dog along the street at 
my home address. It 
was a clear dark night, 

and there were many 
stars visible in the sky . 
I suddenly saw a largP. 
ball of brilliant white 
light in the sky south of 
my position. The object 
was far brighter and 
larger than any star. 
and larger than a golf 
ball h el d at arms 
length . 

It moved across the 
sky toward the north 
and then stopped and 
hovered for a few min­
utes. It then move•! 
south again and sud­
d e n I y disappeared 
without goi ng behind 
anything . Then a beam 
of light , brilliant white , 
appeared where the 
object had vanished . It 
was a long beam, and 
directed at the ground. 
It was wide at the top 
and narrowed towanl 
the ground. It d id not 
go to a point , but 
appeared to be round at 
the bottom. The beam 
of light lit all the sky 
for some 5-6 minutes. 
then vanished . The 
whole thing took place 
over the Carleton 1 
Caine moor." 

Reports like this have 
con tinued to filter in, 
but when you consider 
that only 10 per cent. of 
people who see UFOs 
report them officially, 
to either their local 
newspaper or police 
station , or local UFO 
group, it is not difficult 
to appreciate the prob­
lems in building up an 
accurate picture of the 
enigma as it affects the 
region . 

On February 16 this 
year. an Otley man 
observed a very large 
oval object near Farn· 
ley Hall. It gave off a 
fluorescent blue colour 
and was very bright. 
The witness is very 
familiar with aircraft. 
helicopters and the like, 
and discounts these as a 
possible explanation. 

On consecutive 
nights in March this 

year, strange flying 
objects were seen near 
Bolton Abbey , North 
Yorkshire . The month 
ended with similar 
sightings by staff at a 
wt>ll known hospital in 
the region . On one of 
these nights, a nursing 
sister was shocked to 
see a large ci rcular 
object directly above 
her as she walked in the 
g rounds at 6 a .m. It had 
been snowing heavily , 
and was quite dark. 

She recalled noticing 
three brilliant white 
' ' b u I b s ' ' on the 
underside of the object 
which was moving with 
her at walking pace. 
When she stopped 
walking, the object 
hovered. When she 
resumed at a quicker 
pace , the object did the 
same. She finally made 
a dash for the safety of 
a nearby ward , and 
when she looked out 
from a window, the 
object had disappeared . 
Other members of staff 
w i t n esse d similar 
strange happenings, 
and also heard unfamil­
iar noises. 

A search party made 
a sweep of the area to 
determine where the 
noise was coming from. 
Suddenly a large red 
glow could be seen 
through some trees, 
then the glow vanished . 
The next day it was 
discovered that a single· 
tree had been bad!v 
scorched , and a branch 
was torn off some 10 
feet above the base . 

Scientists have estab­
lished that the cause 
was not lightning, but 
an intense - searing 
blast of heat , but who or 
what would do that to a 
single tree, some 10 feet 
above the ground? The 
glow was seen by mem­
bers of staff the pre­
vious evening had come 
from the exact spot 
where the damaged tree 
had been found. 

DAILY TEL~JGRAPH, Lor.don, 
England - Oct. 25, 1983 

Mysterious object 
SIR-.\1r Adria n Bern (art1lir . Oc t. 17) 
is less than fair in h is report of ur 0 
sightings when he accuses mv nP" -rapn 
of sham eless im pudence in rrr nrt 1il;; 
that a mysterious object had land!'d in 
Suffolk. 

" All that happen ed." hr says . "Wd' 

that a United States Ai r ForCf~ colonel 
at R A F Woodbridge had srrn .111 

unexplained light in the ~urround in g 
woods." 

Mr Bcrrv goes on to >u!(gc'it that the 
strange lights were the rotating b c;!\11 
of the Orford Ness lighthouse fi vr mile s 
away. 

Perhaps thl' cyn1cs could explain w hv 
the lighthouse beam apparentb " "' 
visible for only t wo night s in Decembe r. 
1980, and why. none of the " num erou'i. " 
witnesses cited was able to ident1fy 11. 

Lt-Col Charles Halt added in h ' ' 
offici al report : "Three depressions . onl' 
and a half inches deep and seven inches 
in diameter, were found where the obJect 
had been sighted on the ground." 

Some ligh~house beam! 
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DEREK JAMESO'\ 
Editor , NEWS Of THE WORLD. 

London . E .C.4. 

UFO seen 
in Ox on 

skies 
A mysterioua flyinl object 
wu spotted over ennana-
ton on Wedneaday niaht. 

The ob~ect wu acen at 
6.20 p.m. y Mr Fred Brad· 
leh and hia wife, Oenrude, 
w o live in Baaley Wood 
Road, Kenninaton . 

Mr Bradley aaid: "It wu 
a sphere and 1t wu ailver on 
top and black at the bottom. 
It wobbled aliJhtly and flew 
in a straiaht hne ~arallel to 
the K,ound ro'IJ ly alo:lf. 
the xford to idcot r · • 
way line at a heiaht of 450 
to SOO feet. 

"It travelled at about 50 
mph and aave out a hiaaina 

sound or enaine noise. 
He aaid the object 

travelled in a nonherly 
direction towarda Oxford. 

Mr Bradley watched the 
object for about 30 acconda 
be ore it disappeared be· 
hind some treea. 

He said he hadn't a clue 
what the object wu, but did 
not think tt wu a flyina 
saucer. 

"As far as I could make 
out it wu somethina ter-
restrial," said Mr Bradley. 

UFO 
group 
probe 

'strange 
lights' 

reports 
CITY skywatchers are 
on the UFO trail after 
a series of sightings 
over the Belvoir 
Castle area. 

Members of the Not-
tingham UFO Investi-
gation Society are cur-
rently looking into 
reports of "strange 
lights in the sky" from 
the district. 

A society spokesman 
told the RECORDER: 
"A number of sighting 
reports are just begin-
nin!f to reach us and I 
don t have. very much 
information at the 
moment, but we would 
like to hear from 
anyone who has either 
passed through, or is 
living in the area 
around Belvoir Castle, 
and has seen some-
thing unusual." 

The sightings follow 
weekend stories said 
to prove that a UFO 
landed in SufTolk in 9 1980. 

The sightings co-
ordinator for the Not-tincfJie: society is Mr 
Sy Henley . 
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Close encounters 
... 

"' in the . 
~ 
t> 
0 sky' seen 

of Pennine kind 
"d 
g as U.F .0. r-i 
b() 
s:: 
~ 
.. AN OYSTER-
~ shaped object 

IN the first of • five pert Mries adapted from her book, 
"The Pennine UFO Mystery", author Jenny Randles 
reports on • moorland puzzle end the weird lights over 

Menwith Hill. 

£ :·--- UFOs 
~~::;.--> in Yorks 

-· The full story 

IN late 1977 and early 
1978, the public view of 
UFOs changed forever, 
thanks to the epic film 
"Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind". 

It was outright fiction and 
highl y dramatised yet essen­
tially true. Almost all the 
sce nes which the characters 
acted out reproduced real-life 
tncidents from the UFO 
myt hs . For the first time the 
worl d was presented with the 
full scale and incredible 
n a t u r e of the UFO 
phe nomenon . 

The movie gave out a cul­
t ure shock out of which the 
wor ld 1s only just emerging, 
and many anti-UFO lobbyists 
sa1d the film would lead to an 
enormous rise in UFO 
s1ghtings . 

Th is was not to be the case; 
between 1979 and 1981 
tnterest in UFOs seemed to 
freeze up . That it may indeed 
happen - and happen soon 
- is slowly beginning to 
dawn on humanity. 

From the spectacular illu­
sions of "Close Encounters" 
we turn to the reality which 
t hey mirror . For the people of 
the north were having to face 
up to some decidedly factual 
and certainly disturbing 
"close encounters of the Pen­
ni ne kind" . 

The month of August, 1975, 
was a very busy one in the 
Pennines and on either the 
24th or 31st -we could never 
discove r which date for cer­
tain - Manchester UFO 
Research Association had 
anot he r case to grapple with . 

Hillside 

The exact location was 
between Holmfirth and 
Uppermill on a road which 
crosses the moors at 1,400 feet 
above sea level. surrounded 
by peat bogs and a few 
scattererd reservoirs. 

About 8 p.m. Arthur 
Foster, a well-educated ser­
vice engineer, was on his way 
home to Manchester from 
Wakefield when out of the 
hill mist which suddenly 
descended he saw a white 
light beside the roadway 
ahead . 

He moved to the side of the 
road and ~witched off his 
engtne as the light looked as 
" big as a farmhouse" and the 
road was so narrow. 

As he wound down the 
wtndow. the object began to 

drift down the hillsi.de and 
was several hundred feet 
away yet plainly visible and 
shaped like an elongated egg. 
Alone in the countryside, 
Arthur was beginning to feel 
real fear. 

The egg passed within 20ft. 
of the terrified man and he 
later described it as oval. 
about 20ft . wide and 12ft. 
high at the front and tapering 
at the rear. It seemed to be 
composed of something like 
translucent plastic and radia­
ted light though paradoxically 
it did not illuminate the road 
surface beneath . 

Arthur thought he watched 
it for some seven minutes 
before it moved out of view in 
the valley below. Investiga­
tors who spoke to him said he 
was evidently sincere and had 
come extremely close to a 
very strange phenomenon. 

The only serious contender 
proposed as an explanation 
was that it was a partially 
deflated weather balloon. but 
the mysterious lighting could 
not be so explained and 
Arthur rejected this because 
he knew balloons did come 
down on the moors, had seen 
one. and it bore no compari­
son to the subject of this 
disturbing close encounter . 

Cases continued to come to 
our notice throughout 1976 
and into early 1977. Paul 
Bennett . a young Bradford 
man, began to have a series of 
very peculiar sightings and to 
collect the stories of others 
nearby . 

On February 23. 1977, for 
example. four members of the 
Royal Observer Corps had 
seen a large grey disc 
hovering over an ancient 
stone circle on Ilkley Moor. 

Paul had gone to the stones 
and examined the site of the 
observation. On touching 
them, he says he received a 
mild electric shock. 

The sighting occurred amid 
the biggest spate of reports so 
far from the whole Pennine 
region. It was particularly 
concentrated in the northern 
part around Burnley, Skipton 
and Bradford, and February 
and March, 1977 saw dozens 
of separate accounts of lights, 
triangles and other objects, 
culminating on March 8. 

At 8.30 p.m. four night-shift 
workers at Oswaldtwistle saw 
an object changing shape 
from round to triangular. 
When they shone a torch 
upwards it reacted by switch­
ing on a bright , white light . 

Some 15 minutes later a 
whole coach party of 40 on an 
e v e n i n g trip through 
Barnoldswick saw a big light 
appear in the sky and change 
in form to triangular as it 
moved closer. All around it 
"little pieces of white light" 
seemed to be rotating. 

Some witnesses watched 
through binoculars saying it 
looked "the size of a town". 

Secret 
If UFOs are controlled by 

alien intelligences, then they 
should be interested in 
M e n w i t h H i I I , near 
Harrogate. 

This top secret establish­
ment seems to have links with 
satellite communication and 
has a good deal to do with the 
Ministry of Defence and the 
U.S. Navy . 

During the summer of 1978 
there was some amazing UFO 
activity within a mile of this 
base . By the time UFO inves­
tigators arrived at the nearby 
village of Darley on August 
13. 1978, strange aerial 
phenomena had been dazzling 
the locals for weeks. 

One of the most spectacular 
and widely witnessed inci­
dents was about 10.30 p.m. on 
Friday , July 28. Two lights 
appeared side by side just 
above the base, one white. one 
red, one stationary, the other 
rotating. 

Suddenly from the north 
three objects appeared with 
their lights glowing multi­
coloured. At 10.45 p.m. a huge 
ball of light appeared to fall 
from the sky out of a cloud 
and hover above a TV mast. 
Suddenly it turned ruby red, 
draping blood across the roll­
ing landscape . 

After 20 seconds it sped 
through the sky to the north , 
vanishing above Brimham 

R o c k s . The staggering 
encounter was over, leaving 
fascinated villagers gazing at 
the dark sky in amazement. 

Other phenomena appeared 
over the next few nights, 
often with beautiful colours, 
such as haloes of blue light. 

Exactly what was happen­
ing over this quiet village is 
uncertain. Local police claim 
to have made the obligatory 
checks with Menwith Hill but 
were told the base did not 
have an answer for what was 
seen and that nothing had 
been tracked on radar. 

If these sky spectaculars­
were the result of some acti­
vity at the base, why do they 
not say so, even if their 
nature could not be revealed? 
It can hardly be claimed that 
nobody was supposed to know 
- they were far too promi· 
nent for that. 

If we take Menwith Hill at 
their word we have to believe 
that one of the most fully 
equipped tracking stations in 
Europe . ever alert for poten­
tial enemy activity, was 
incapable of doing anything 
- perhaps even recording 
the presence of --a veritable 
fleet of UFOs right on their 
doorstep. 

In our society it is not 
exactly sensible to advertise 
the fact that despite the 
billions of pounds spent on 
defence , UFOs . whatever they 
are, can appear, cavort about 
the sky and then disappear 
without us being able to do 
anything to prevent it . 

If any of this is true, then 
there is little wonder there 
are rumours of a cover-up. It 
could be rather expedient to 
hide our gross limitations .. 

Adapted from "The Pen­
nine UFO Mystery", by Jenny 
Randles (Granada, £1.50) . 

~ which cruised over 
g Bedhampton has 

::r:: sparked off UFO 
claims. 

(f) Two men contacted 
~ Havant police after the 

object passed directly 
over their house on 
Monday at about 6.50 

::r:: 
E-< 
!:::J a.m. 
~ 
(f) Engineer Mr . Roger 
E-< Woods, of Winkton 
~ Close, said he and Mr . 2 Frank Waters saw the 

object for a full five 
minutes before it swept 
o verhead from Lang­
stone and on to 
Waterlooville . 

Design 
" It was travelling very 

slowly just above the 
dawn. It was very bright 
with five separate lights 
attached to it and it was 
coming head-on towards 
us ." said Mr. Woods 
(51). 

"It was about 2.000 ft. up 
and, being an engineer , I 
was interested in its de­
sign . In the end , it 
passed right over our 
heads." 

"If you can picture two 
straight lines curved at 
the ends , that was it. It 
was like a cigar or an 
oyster shape; but it 
didn't make any noise. " 

Mr . Woorls said: "I was 
intrigued. I'm sure 
$Omeone else must have 
seen it - maybe a 
milkman or someone 
else." 

GULF DAILY NEWS, Manama, Bahrain 
Oct. 10, 198J 

Satellite hit by a 
mystery object 

AN unidentU"Ied object 
bit the Indian national 
satellite lnsat • lB when 
the spacecraft separated 
from the U.S. space 
shuttle Challenger on 
Aacust 31, the Indian 
space Research Orga­
llisation reported yester­
day. 

Ao organisation re­
lleaR said the object ab­
out eight inches in size, 
hit the satellite 23 
secoads after separation 
wllea it was 50 feet away 

from Challenger. 
The release, however , 

said it was difficult to 
pinpoint the probable 
impact area . 

It was also not clear 
whether the object came 
from within the cargo 
bay of Challenger 

A National Aeronatics 
and Space Administra­
tion video film on the 
deployment of lnsat-18 
by Challenger, had re­
vealed that the satellite 
was hit by an object. 

FARNBOROUGH NEWS & MAIL, Aldershot, England- Oct. 25, 1983 

Couple's :new UFO sighting 
A CARGO ~upeni!>Or who 
ha~ worked with aeroplanes 
for 25 years ~poned a "weird" 
unidentifed flying object hm·· 
ering over him. 

The ~ighting was reported 
by Mr. Peter New (52) and 
his wife Patricia (53). 

Mr. Omar fowler, of the 
Surrey Investigation Group 
on Aerial Phenomena. ha~ is­
sued an appeal for anyone 

who !WIW anything strange in 
the loky la~l Wedne'>Ciay to gel 
in touch with him. 

Mr. New and his ~ife, of 
Lower Newport Road, Alder­
shot. were travelling home 
from Guildford along the 
Aldershot Road when they 
had their close encounter at 
Nonnandy. 

He ~aid : "It mu~l hone 
been about 9.10 p.m. when we 

came off the dual carriagc~ay 
section of the road and 
rounded the bed. I ~aw thi~ 

light in the ~ky and jokingly 
~aid to my ~ife look there'~ a 
UFO." 

Frightened 
But a~ they got nearer, the 

couple reali""d it wa~ no joke. 
Mr. New ~aid: "A~ we got 

closer I ~aw bank~ of light un­
dernulh and th~ thing wa~ not 
moving at all. 

"It wa~ completely stationary 
and looked as though it wa~ 
~u~pended about 200 feel up." 

Mrs. Ne~ ~aid: "1\·ty hu~band 
wanted to 'top to gel a clo""r 
look but I wa~ frightened and 
wfiUid not let him. I could ""e it 
Vel') Clearl}." 

Both ..aid it wa~ a large dark 

mbs with round porthole-type 
lights. 

Mr. New, who works at 
Heathrow Airport, ..aid: "I have 
been working with aeroplanes 
for 25 years and I have come 
across nothing in my work that 
could explain this. It stayed 
completely stationary and did 
not hover like a helicopter. It 
wa~ weird." 

The couple saw the object 

again during the early hours of 
Thursday as they looked out of 
their bedroom window. 

Mrs. New said: "The whole 
thing was a bit uncanny 01nd 
frightening. 

"I wish we had never ""en it. 
Even member.; of our own 
family have laughed at us. w., 
are ordinary people and did nor 
want to sound dart . We ju~t 
thought we ought to report it .~ 

10 
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UFOs 'trying 
to warn us of 
nuclear war' 

UFOs and water 
--the strange link 
. £~>·----,UFOs 
~~-~in Yorks 

The full story 

THE strange connection of UFOs with reservoirs is discussed 
in the second part of our adaptation of Jenny Randles' 
book,"The Pennine UFO Mystery." 

By KEITH BEABEY 

ALIENS from another planet could be 
sending UFOs to Earth in a desperate bid 
to prevent a nuclear war. 

.·\ MOST important 
UFO Sighting took 
plact> on Fnday , .Jul y 
11. 1980. although it 
reCt>I\'ed no publi city 
<~t ttw ti m e and was 
nnl\' discovered bv 
rt>~~·;t!Ther Norm;1i1 
Collingso n a Lauca­
'hlrP dl'tPcti\'e over a 
,.,.,, r later 

Polrce-cunstahle 
Stt·phf'n lluwarth. thPII 
..''i . . lllcl cniiPag ue Ch n~ 
Ft·rnhl':td hart left lht•rr 
.., t d l 1 on a t 
l.rttiPhnroug h , four 
rnllt•> ~outh of T odmor­
dt'n Ttwre hitd lwt>n 
'ome pt>culrar thrngs 
~o1ng on in the hurldrng 
lwfore the,· ll'ft. 

The po~~ r had cnn· 
trnualh· fluctuatPd wrlh 
l ht> lrghts ctimnung and 
hrrght enmg penodrt·· 
.1111· On il wmd~· nrght 
111 an elt·•·att'd f't•nnrnP 
l tH' ;It!llll tillS \\lllrld liOI 
Ira•·,. ht·t'n 'lir;Jnsing. 
1>111 rl ""' ;r rnrld 'llnl· 
tll \' 1' llldll Willi \(';}{ · 
lt'l'\' tl tln111: ;rrrd a L11rl\ 
c:•·nllt' hrt't'/\' · 

Tlit' polrt·t' h;rd !'Oil· 

1.1\ !Pd Uw \/orth \Vpq 
l<l<'l 11'1< II\ 1\t>arcl ;t111 l 
IH't'll lute( llr ;ll no L1uli' 
t'\.1-.:tptf 

\\II h llit'>t' 1'\'t'lll> Ill 
111 11111 !lit• (\\ll ptl}ICP!ll\'11 
dnn t' Pll tn St)\' I :Jn d 
\1 11 11 r h t' t ,,· P t' tt 

l .rl<lt-llflron::lr and 
l'" d" '""" '" . lur .r 

t· •n llt Ill' p.11 :·nJ It '' ~'' 
\ tl .1 !1 \ . 11111 1 !Jt• IIIII! IIl 

t l l tl '' "'' \\t'rt' \ l*'lhl· 
T h ,. ' li.111 t.:llllt' 

-lr.: lrlh m ···r tiH· lwrtit'r 
'" ' " y;,rk.,hrr·•• wliPn . 111 
" "' l'lr••n ll owarlh'' 
" "~"~" :1 li1r~1' ll:1l· 
\ t' I I f ' d 01\' irl·\}J;qH"d 
n ltJ t•<. I .1 p p tl a r , . d 
lJol \\1'\'ll (\\() t•lt'l'll'll'll \ ' 
P' I till~ . 

Pvlons 
" '' ' iollf'r r \loppt ·d the 

.r11rl j;l a 11 L t ' d 
t r~ '' I til tt\ dy ;.Jt Itt\ 

w .ltdt :,IIIJ<>II~h nnl 1t't 
rt ... dj'lll~: 1h.t t 011 <:. \-1. .""t!'lo 

~" ' ''""" ot ho> r th .ll t .r 
vf!r y h rtght ~t;H 

Tlr ... v w •. ,.,.. l<>ok i 11 t.: t~ 
'1.,f' I)O~ltl oilld lh<• Ohlt'(i. 

Cll 
•r-i 

wa!'> above a complex of 
reservoirs. w h 1 I e 
drreclly above a string 
of py lons st.TetdH•d 
along the hillside. The 
object was about the 
si ze of a British half­
pt'n ny at arm's len gth 
.md set>med to he 
rotating , chan grn g 
colou r from yellow to 
bluish whilE' and back 
:tgaan 

Th••1 walrh••rl t he 
·oi>J<'l'l c lrmhmg 'e r~ 
"I"" h· IIllo the sk \' and 
lrlt'ct'to u~e thPir.radro 
lran~mrller But '""'"· 
thrng w;" am is" Ord r­
n~rrl\ · tllrs SPt has a 
\'t> r ~· · lr1111tt'd ran ge. 
evt'n wht'n locat ed on a 
hrlllop I t ca n ovt'rsplll 
sonw :w to :30 mrles and 
reCt'IVe poi1Ct:' hand 
conununrcatrons from 
th e South M ancheqt•r 
a f P~I 

llul ••n till' pJrlrC"ular 
111 gh l thl"\' W\" f l' ht>.rrrn~ 
polrl'P lll:llatk;,q, fro111 
Sou rh \\ ';liP' 2\lO 11111<'' 
""' ;11· The' nolrr·t·<t t111~ 
plll'iwnll' non """ du r · 
rng llr•· t'OIIr''' ,f Illf•lr 
'lt.:illrnl: 

.- \1 :14:, il Ill . "''It tilt' 
••llJr't'l 'trll th• ·n· . lllt'v 
dr "''t' h:tl'k a rnrlt· or '" 
I ) II I Itt . ,-~):I ( ' t ( , \\ ; I ,. ' I :-. 
l.ritlt·lro r llll;:h "llt'r•' 
tlrt•\ llhl:llll<'d .r drlt•·r11 
.tllL: It · of \ ' It'\\ front :1 

llt'~trln qtJ:tiT\ Tltl'\ 
<r>lll<l ''rll ,,.,•llr•;olq •·t ·f 
:dlt\\ ,. 1111• p _\· loll ' IHII 

o~h11 " "''~'o rtd oltJt'\ t 
f11 rlli•·r 1 oiii\1 1 to ·lllf• 
rwrlli and rdt·llllf al lo 
1 Itt• fr r'l I' lit' '<'t ·,rul 
olqt·t ·t '''''llit ' d 111 cltlllll 
,,()\\1\' 11('\\':tflb .tllcl ''·'~ 
l<>'l 111l•> ··ln111f at alo~>lll 
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~ Flashing, spinning skycraft 
~ end a winter of eerie sightings 
::l 
ex; 

W INDOW·AATILING 
rumbl ings and spinning 

~ aerial lights terrorised several 
U) towns across Australia during 

Z Ju~u~~~e:~~~~larmed callers 
.. to newspapers and radio 

fi;> stations claimed blazingly lit 
c: craft had fr ightened their 
R pets . blacked out TV sets and 
U) stalled car engines . 

In Maryborough , Vic , 
~ triangular objects hovered 
ll. above housetops, casting an 
o eerie light over the town . 
fi: Three motorists in Jericho, 
1 Tas , said a bus-sized object 

;:; with blue lights followed their 
o.. car for four minutes. The 

glare from the UFO was so 
bright it lit up surrounding 
paddocks . 

In Kerang , Vic , newspaper 
reporter Chris Mclennan 
followed a tangerine-coloured 
cigar-shaped craft that had 
appeared above a local lake. 
The object hurtled away at 
fantastic speed . 

Motorists in Swan Hill , Vic . 
reported another water 
sighting - a bright orange 
rectangular craft hovering 
over Kangaroo Lake . 

But the UFO flap 's 
unchallenged focal point was 
Gosford . NSW, where for four 
weeks scores of witnesses 
reported encounters with the 
unknown . 

One of those who saw the 
strange sights was Mrs Ciani 
Abela . While driving home 
from Sydney on the 

This amazing claim was made at a private 
meeting of members of the House of Lords, who 

1ng11 l t- ancl ~ frwnd 
wt'rt' fl'lllng 111 t 111• 
(lgd t'n HP'<'I'\"orr llt'ar 
l<:rwlt•!lst;rll I t"'"' H ~() 
pill 

~:t<ldf·nl\· " l ' llt t ll.lt 

~'"" of r;·cl lrghl' -
I ill''' 1111nk nrnt• 1n all ­
ill' l,;,.;rrt•d 1111 t lw 'urfa< ,. 
ol l lrt• l tal<·r JUSt till! 
lro111 lht· hank Thr11k · 
111g 11 ''a"' ...,,,11ll'lh111~ 
.dtd\t' lht'lt\ l ' i l:-.111\~~ ll ~ 

rt•ll<'l'lllll\ lhl'\' qlllt"kh· 
t! l ;tll('t' tf II Jl \\ ;1 rd ..... 
'\Jut hilt: ! \ \,, ..., tllt•rt• 

Panic 
\\ 'lr•·n t 11, ' lru>kr•ol 

1!,11 k . tl ill• \\ :rl•'l' ! ilo · 
I ":ilh li.11l olr,:rpp• . 11 ··d 
1>111 \\iiirin 111<111\<'111' 
ll'ill'l"'ilrt'd, I '"""IJ: 
1111, IIIII<' . II "a' qllll<' 
c 14·;~ r no'' tiJt•\ wt•n · 
\\;Jtt'llilll! ;1 l.1r:!1' t ' IIT\J · 

1.11 "h]t'<'l rllll lt•rllt·atll 
'"'' 'lll' f:l( 't• llf illf· 
't'"'''' ',,, r 

'\.rllll Jlh llr•·• l~t•r•:rll 
It• 11 ,11\H .11\d J l• ·d J 1'01 11 

tIll' \\.It,., · ~ t' d ): t• ' 

t!J• ·ppin; · tht-t1 t"XpPil-
)11 ,. trslr111~ Lu·klt· .r t 
tllf • nil' I l'Y 11f iliiV IJ··~ ­
<:. ~ f -hy \ .... ll!t f · '.tirl 
tll t-' t ' W;II rb. : "T~u·rt · j..., 

nn ' " ·'Y I \\Piild ~ n h .• .r\( 
lht'l't' lllllrl it 
d ayi4Kt.t ." 

At :! :r rn on tl ... t :•U• . 
j11.., t fiv,.. hn111 ~ l ;rtJ•r, <l 

w o m a n at nearby 
II asl1n gclt •n WJ~ wokt'n 
In· rt-d lrghl floodin g 
11ito lwr ht'dr<'OIII and 
lntlkli1J..: o11t ..... ht• ~a'' " 
'11·· It· t1f .rhoul 1:! rt'd 
lrgl11' 111 frrght ~ht' 

hacl\t•d '"'··" frorn tht' 
'ighl :lllcl t.IH•n. odcllv. 
c: ol hiick IIIlo hd a11d 
l<>r~t>l alH>IIl tiH• t ' FO 
IIIli rl liP XI d:l\· 

1':1\·llrlrng · n•cl l1ghts 
'' , . , t· ~t·•·rt IJ\ ~t'\'t•ral 
'''''H'~~t'"' i,, · Tlldtnor· 
tl,·n t ' ' tt '',., .h..., l:ttt·r. 
.rl lll<l 'l l•• !lit· 
nrllllll•· Tilt' puiJirsht•d 
,ll'f'fltllll of !hi~ CilSt' 
•• 1 111 Jl I ' ~ a v ..., 
I' I II\ Ill .Ill\ t')\ I hilt ' t}lf• 
' '' · · •·tlr ~ hl' dlllllllf'd 
\dlllt- llw l / 1-'(h Wl'l't' Ill 
\1\'\\ 

l'l\t' "'''<'l'lpllfl ll llf il 

l" cit- pf n•cl ltghl> an d 
t'\..t-'11 lilt • ('0rllll't'110il 

"rtl1 \\ill I' I 1' ,, lurlllt'r 
I l ' lll,ll'h.thk I ' fl I II l' 1-
dt•!lf't' . ()n till" tHTaSIOI\ 

'" '<!t~lll"' tn ht• "''l.l·!~:····il -
, fll: "" II 11 t It I fl j ~ .. I I 11 (1 .... 1 

""'"' ·" d 111 111 nfolllt-: 1' 
.1 ( I f-'() lb ,il ;rppt',tl'\ 

Ill llltll't' !1\:111 111\t' pl.tl't' 

• \tl~pl< 'l l f ro m ••The 
l't'llllint· UFO ·\1 ." . 
t ~ 1 \ • .. . h) .It ' ll II\ 

ll arulifo , ((;ran;uta . 
tl ~41/. 

Gosford: In a spin with repeated slghtlngs of bright UFOL 

expressway. she noticed a 
round , metallic craft w ith 
stubby wings floating silent ly 
above her car . 

Flashing red , blue and white 
lights , it followed her for 
several kilometres. Then , to 
her relief . it took off at high 
speed . 

Several nights later , Rod 
Carney of Umina was startled 
by two brilliant spotlights . 
spearing down from a 
spinning saucer . It lit up his 
backyard like daylight . 

Nola Marriott 's first clue that 
something strange was 

happening came when the 
picture on her TV screen 
" went haywire" and a low, 
rumbling sound reverberated 
through the sitting room . 

She ran outside to see a 
circular craft, studded w iltl 
bright lights. hovering above 
the house. 

The local radio station 200 
was swamped with similar 
reports . 

Night announcer Mark 
Malone took three pictures of 
a UFO floating above the 
studio but the photographs 
did not come out . 
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belong to the UFO Study 
Group. 

And the peers at the 
meeting are now demand­
Ing a full-scale Commons 
debate on UFOs- partlcu­
larly 1tle News of the 
World's exclusive story of 
one landing In Britain, 
only a quarter of a mile 
from a se.cret NATO air-
baM In Suffolk. 

The theory about altens 
trying to save the world 
from destruction was put 
I or w 1 r d by former 
Ministry of Defence ln­
telligllflce offie&r Gordon 
Creighton. 

Mr Creighton, a top 
expert on U FOs, and 
consultant to the magazine 

~~rJng a1t~~~'h~ Re._v~~:s' 
meeting: 

" We're poised on the 
brink of a nucl&ar cata­
strophe, and If we 're 
being watched over by 
other beings they could 

~~rJ,r~i~S V:~rn c~~~ to 

Worried 
The chairman of the 

study groi.IP, Lord Clan­
oarty, said: "T11e occu­
pants of spaoe-craft could 
be very worried about 
what's going on here. 

•· It 's quite possible 
that they're warnln~: us 
not to press the nuclear 
button." 

The News of the 
World's UFO revelation 
was dlsc:ussed by the 
peers, and Lord Clan­
early saki: "The oover-uo 
must end. It's time White­
hall came clean and 
admitted wllat they know 
about UFOs and land­
ings In Britain." 

MP Sir Patrick Wall, a 
member of the Commons 
Seleot Committee on De­
fence, was also at the 
meeting. 

He said: " I want more 
answers from the Govern­
ment about wtlat's going 
on. 

" T11e t h e o r y about 
aliens trying to warn us 
seems feasible to me. 
And If that's the case, 
then we should listen to 
them." 

Sixteen-year-old Phillip 
McGrath was luckier . When 
two triangular objects 
appeared over Baker Park, 
Wyong, he got it with his 
nstant camera. 

Large crowds stood in the 
streets of Gosford to watch 
the UFOs. 

When Peter Watson saw a 
cisc-shaped craft hovering 
above the Esplanade at 
Btalong, he shouted to 
neighbours to come outside . 
Thirty people watched the 
saucer flash and spin for 
about 1 0 minutes. 

"It's been the most 
dsturbing month this town 
has ever experienced," 
2GO's John Burls said . 

"What puzzles everyone 
most is the rumbling . People 
,. along the coast have heard 
It several times." 

I I 



'Flying sau~ers' sighting linked to landing report 

Family's close 
encounter • • • 
BROTHERS Darren and Gory Bolsdon and their father les believed 
science fiction may hove become fact the day they spotted UFO's. 

The croft may hove been returning to outer space as they flew over the 
North-East after o reported landing in Suffolk, according to o Notional 
Sunday newspaper article yesterday . 

The "landing" on December 27, 1980 in o pine forest near the United 
States A~r Force bose at RAF Woodbrige was witnessed by 200 civilians ond 
md1tary personnel, the report claims. 

Amazement 
Three days later, on December 30, Northumbrio Police received several 

reports of sightings of unidentif ied objects between 4 .35 p.m. odn 4.45 
p.m. over Tyneside and South Northum~rlond . 

Droughtsmon Mr . Bolsdon, aged 38, and his sons, of Cormorant Close, 
Ashmgton, yesterday recoiled watching in amazement as what they thought 
were f1ve or SIX croft flew over the oreo, apparently heading out to sea . 

Their description of the object matches that given by on American 
Lieut-Col. Charles Holt! whose report, apparently quoted in the newspaper: 
on the strange hoppe~mgs was handed over to the Ministry of Defence . 

Sotd Mr. Bolsdon: I was o non-bel1ever tn so-called UFO's but what 
myself and my sons sow that day we just couldn't explain . And now after this 
latest news I don 't know what to believe . · 

"It was certainly someth ing out of the ordinary . Gory (left) and Darren Bolsdon-sow 'flying saucers.' 
"The objects were quite 

d istinctiv e . They were 
soucer-ltke in shape, flying 
flat-on . There was o bright 
white light in front of each 
and o red glow at the toil. 
They were flying just above 
cloud level. 

"What got me was that 
they seemed to be in forma-
tion with one leading and 
the others fanned out 
beh1nd . I counted five or six . 
They were cetto inly not 
planes because we hod just 
watched the lights of o 
plane as it approached New­
castle Airport ." 

He added that they could 
not hove been pieces of 
meteorites because they 
were rising up, not falling . 

Darren, aged 12 and 
Gory, aged 10 ore con­
vinced that they hove seen 
space ships. 

Darren sa id yesterday: 
"We sow them first and 
pointed them out to my dod . 
We were on our way bock 
from posting o letter about 
teat ime . 

'Explosion' 
"I wouldn 't be surprised if 

what we sow was the some 
as what landed in Suffolk . 
It's really very exciting ." 

The sloping silver 
cyl inder, meosurmg about 
20 feet across its bose and 
15 feet high, landed in on 
"exp losion of light," accord­
ing to reports in the News of 
the World . 

Later 11 was seen to break 
up into hve separate white 
ob jects and disappear over 
th e east coast . 

YPs te rdoy, USAF Copt . 
Kath leen McCallon, public 
re lot1ons ch1ef at RAF 
Woodbr~dge, sa id the report 
from Lteut Col. Charles Holt 
quoted in the paper hod 
been handed to the Ministry 
of Defence . 

She said she was ot the 
bose ot th e time of the 
sighting and said : "Some of 
what has been said may be 
true and some seemed 
rather exaggerated. I know 
there were sightings of 
UFO 's els ew here at the 
t1me, but I can 't soy if they 
were connected ." 

A spokesm an for the 
M1n" try of Defence said 
they could not comment on 
any UFO reports wh ich were 
confidential. 
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Weird sightings 
down in woods 

UFOs 
in Yorks 

·;~ ·_. 
~ · 

A- -~ - .. -
The full story 

THE area of Wood­
side lies just south of 
the busy city centre 
of Bradford, consist­
ing of a large hous­
ing estate sur­
rounded by fields 
and f a r m I a n d 
s tretching out 
towards the Halifax 
suburbs. 

Chief focal point is 
Wyke Woods , on a hill 
just above the Wood­
side estate. Investigator 
Nigel Morimer des­
cribes rt- " A reservoi r 
is situated next to the 
electrical powerlines 
which run in a parallel 
lme to the nearby 
woods and from this 
qu1et and lonely spot a 
panoramic view of the 
night-time lights of 
Bradforct can be 
obtained." 

ODD 

The first Sign of th~> 
activit y wh1ch began a 
flap in October and 
November, 1981. caml' 
with bright streak~ of 
light , not unlike light· 
ning . Numerous wit · 
nesses reported them to 
the police . but 1t was 
simply presumed to lw 
" Atmospheric 
electncitv ." 

Hairdresser Haffal'l l' 
Nohile seems to ll a l'f' 
soundt'd tlw ftrst warn 
111 1.: lfl this l!lHI flap ll\ 

IN the final part of this adaptation of her 
book "The Pennine UFO Mystery," Jenny 
Randles describes the strange sightings in 
Wyke Woods, Bradford. 

reporting erratically 
moving "stars" of vary­
ing colours above 
W o o dside. They 
"floated" down out of 
sight into the woods. 

His mother at first 
remained sceptical but 
then she saw what she 
called a "large blob of 
light appear out of 
nowht>re . Surlrlenly the 
thing broke into three 
parts . two smaller parts 
racing away in separate 
directions while the 
mam blob of light 
floated down into the 
woods ." 

ODD 

These primary inci­
dents were featured in 
the local press and set 
the tone for the next 
few weeks when almost 
eve ry night one of the 
newspapers carried an 
item relating to lights 
in the woods. 

Many people went to 
Woodside to see for 
themselves. Typical was 
Keith Theakston who . 
at 1.0 p.m. on October 
18, first saw three lights 
and then a whole string 
of them movin g in jerky 
fashion about the sky . 
Th ey vanished, 
engulfed in a blinding 
flash of light. He was 
now convi nced . 

On OrtohPr 20. Paul 
Frost saw numerous 
lights in the area and a 
brilliant white light 
"hurtling across Low 
Moor verv near to the 
ground . li sparkled like 
a firework and had a 
bright glare around 
it . " 

A few days later 
Nigel Mortimer was on 
tlw hill at Low Moor 
hes1dP the woods wh en 
he met a mictdle-aged 
woman and her daugh · 
tn out for a s troll Ill' 
a,k, •d tlH· woman if ~h" 

knew of any witnesses 
to UFO sightings. "Oh 
yes," she told him, 
" numerous people here 
have seen thes~ flying 
saucers on m a n y 
occasions--including 
me . " 

The daughter said 
she had been collecting 
firewood in W y k e 
Woods when a glow 
appea red over the trees 
and began to pulsate. 
" It was just floating 
and moving towards the 
edge of the woods at 
tree-top level. 

On close in spection it 
had seemed to display 
red lights round its rim 
but these changed to 
green as it hovered 
above a nearby farm· 
house . The children 
were very scared and 
ran home. 

ODD 

One poor boy could 
not reach his house and 
rushed up to the hastily 
slammed door of one of 
his friends. As he 
banged on this his 
friend's mother saw the 
object over his head . 
apparently h a v i n g 
chased him there. It 
vanished in front of her 
eyes. 

The sight ings con­
t i n u e d into late 
0 c t o b e r . Amateur 
astronomer David 
Roberts. a former scep­
tic. revised his opinions 
after seeing two fire-
b a I I s that drifted 
together across the 
moors. He told the press 
t h a t professional 
astronomers should 
come to observe the 
strange things happen­
Ing at Woodside 

" I heliPve that you ng 
and older people on the 
!•state coulct get worrit•d 
1f scil'ntific ohse rl'a · 
t1ons ilrl' not ('aTrtl'd out 

and an answer found 
soon ." Of course, they 
never were. 

Nor were the 
sightings at Wyke 
Woods anything new. A 
book refers to an event 
in the early 1970's when 
a Mrs. G. Casson -
"from Wyke Woods" -
told of two saucer­
shaped objects moving 
across the sky at 
terrific speed, one with 
a revolvirag top half, the 
other with a revolving 
lower half." 

DOD 

Raffaele Nobile has 
continued to see lights 
in th e area into 1982 
and alleges on one occa­
sion a single seater air­
craft climbed out of the 
woods, a seemingly 
impossible a e r i a I 
manoeuvre . 

Researcher P a u t 
Bennett is currently 
involved in earth­
mysteries research, a 
popular pursuit in 
Yorkshire. He says 
there is a tumulus 
(Ancient burial site) 
and other features in 
the woods at Wyke. 

Speculatively, but 
s incerely, he argues :­
" What UFO investiga­
tors believe to be 
'window areas ' are 
nothing more than very 
concentrated areas of 
earth energy. 

DOD 

"The$e windows of 
earth power. due to 
their strength, can be 
activated by some quite 
m i n o r astronomical 
influences. Perhaps 
some areas , due to con­
centrated coll.ectlons of 
ancient megalithic sites 

can really become 
battlefields of positive 
and neg at i v e 
influence." 

A g rowing number of 
s c i e n t i s t s and 
n•sparchers are taking 
sonw note of thi s kind 
of 1dea 
• Adapted from "Tht• 
f>cnnlnc liFO Mvsten" 
h\' .Jenny Randit•s 
( (;ranada, £t.5tl) . 

IPSWICH EVENING STAR, Suffolk, 
England - Oct. 25, 1983 

Commons debate 
over Suffolk 
UFO sighting 
THE MINISTRY of 
Defence has had reports 
of I ,400 sightings of 
unidentified flying 
objects since 1980. 
Armed Forcesof State 
Mr. John Bradley said in 
a Commons written 
reply. 

He had been asked 
about the release of infor­
mation over a claim that a 
UFO had been seen by an 
American serviceman in 
woods near RAF 
Woodbridge. 

Lights 

Sir Patrick Wall (C. 
Beverley) askfd Mr. 
Stanley if he had seen the 
USAF memo dated 
Janu:.ary 13, 1981, "con-

cerning unexplained lights 
near RAF Woodbridge" 
and if the Government 
"will now release reports 
and documents concerning 
~h':lf~~!~ed incidents in 

Mr. Stanley said, "Sub­
ject to normal security 
constraints I am ready to 
give information about any 
such reported sightings 
that are found to be a 
matter of concerrt from a 
defence standpoint, but 
there has been none to 
date." 

The MoD had received 
reports of 1 ,400 si~htings 
of flying objects wh1ch the 
observers have been unable 
to identify, but there were 
no corresponding 
unexplained radar 
contacts. 

~ No UFO 
... 
~ reports 
8 say police 

CHIEF Inspector Robin Ftn-

-g ;~~~~~ ·sot;=:~~; ~~!:: ~~~~ 
~ week : "We had no reports of 
bO a UFO going over here.' ' r5 He was commenting on an 

amazing broadcast the pre-
.. vious Sunday by the RBC's 

...-l David Jacobs on RadiO 2 
•:;! Mr Jacobs said he and Mrs 
o Shirley Williams of the SDP 
CV were driving back to London 

>-< along the Ml in Le1cestershire 
.. after the 35th anniversary 

Cf) Radio 4 programme of Any 
~ Questions? from Manslield. 
Z Suddenly, said Mr .Jacobs. a 

brill iant white light shot 
~ across the react in front of 

I 
them at a height of ahout 
250ft. He said it was too low 
and too bright to be a shooting 
star. 

Cf) Callers jammed BBC switch­
Z boards reporting similar sight­
;! ings. and the object apparently 
H passed over Yorkshire, Leices-

5: ~~~~~~·!ily g~~~~n~~fe>~e h:;!~~ 
12 ing out over the Channel 

A Ministry of Defence offi­
cial said no report5 of an um· 
dentlfied flyini object had 
been lagied. 
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AN official report spelling 
out how a spaceship landed in 
Suffolk IS genuine, the 
Americans confirmed today. 

But they pound scorn on 
another, enn more astonish· 
ing claim .•. that the craft was 
manned by little sihery crea­
tures. That part of the Great 
Suffolk UFO mystery was 
Unlikely, fanciful and 
Outlandish, they said. 

By PAUL DURRANT 

Even so, admission by 
USAF authorities that the 
previously secret report is 
genuine adds weight to a story 

~';!~;a;;ea~~~-~ttt~~~~;~~=~~ 
legations ... but still left some 
people unconvinced today. 

The report 'IUS written by 
deputy base commander at 

~!1e~ ~~.ri~t~utl~o~0~ 

>.- · 
• -' I 

"strange glowing object" 
came to earth in a remote part 
of Rendlesham forest near the 
airbase in December, 1980. 

• The airman's sketch of the craft which he said was carrying " little silver men ". - NoW picrure 

n. .. document was releast-d 
when an American citizen r~ · 
qut'stt'd it undt'r their Freedom 
of Information Act. 

It gi>es the official stamp of 
appro1·al In claims first made 
b) two Suffolk women liFO 
investigators O'l'er two ~ear~ 
ago. 

Lt. Col. Hah's report telb 
how USAF security patrols 
from the base were sent out to 
check on unusual lights in the 
forest and disco1ered a 

~~i~ahn~~illu~~~;,i:! the0bj~~~·; 
for~~(~~hL~.w2~r 'a~::.' · "The 
object was ho>r ring on legs. As 
patrolmen approached it it 
manoeu>red through the trees 
and disappeared. 

" At this time the animals on 
a nearb• flrm went into a 
irenn . Tht' ne'\1 da• three de· 
presslons one and a ·half inches 
deep and se• en inc he~ in 
diameter were found where the 
ubje ,·t had bee n sited on the 
ground." 

Lt . Co l. Halt reiused to tall.. 
to the Star toda•. "He would 
rather our public affairs 
department handle this one." 
~a i d a spol.. esman for his office 
at Woodbrid ge. 

At the public affairs 
department , Capt. Kath~ 
McCollom told the Star. "Yes. 

it is a genuine report. But it 
~oesn 'I explain what these 
bghls were. 

''All we did was a memo as a 
courtes~ for lht• Ministry of 
Dt'fence. We han never inves­
tigated it. and w·e aren't in­
lt'restrd in thinl!s that happen 
off base." 

But (apt. McCollom 
des.-ribed as "fanciful'' other 
reports said to come from an 
anon~ mous airman on the 
patrol that night. 

lie claims other members of 
the patrol saw "little silver 
mt•n" inside the spaceship and 
e•er since had been sworn to 
secrt'l'~ b• the Americans. 

One of the Suffolk women 
who ha•e been probing the 

~f:s~gD~3sStr~0~. ':CO d~h~s~ 
Broad. w·elcomed the 
publication of the Lt. Col. Halt 
report . 

"It's w·hat we w·anted 
because I am sick to death of 
co•er-up," she said. 

She hoped the report w·ould 

"make people realise what is 
going on and that these things 
do exist." 

Now she hopes more wit· 
nesses w·ill come forward to her 
or colleague Brenda Butler, 
from Leist on, both members ot 
the British UFO Research 
Association, as they did in 
May followinl!. new·s of the 
women·~ im·estigation in the 
Star. 

Promisin~: !o treat informa· 
lion and names confidentiall) 
Dot savs that "this is not the 
first time it hl\S happened in 
that area". 

Other witnesses have talked 
of sightini!S in November, 
1980, and she now be line' that 
there were two incidents 
spread over three days in that 
December. 

Suffolk's official UFO in­
vestigator is "keeping an open 
mind" on the reports. 

"I feel that if there w·ere a 
number of people around w·ho 
saw· this someone w·ould han 
come forward and said some­
thing b) now," said Mr. Paul 
Hermon, of Fclixstowt, who is 
area investigator for the 
Brilish UFO Socieh. 

"I would ver) much like !o 
meet Lt . Col. Halt and to read 
the full >ersion or hi~ report," 
he ~aid loda• . 

But fore\IH Vinet· 
Thurkcllle, 27. who liH•s a ft•w 
hundred ~ard' [rum th~ sup· 
powd landing ~ite, told the 
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• Brenda Butler, left and Dot Street on the site of · 
the alleged landing of the spaceship. 

Star, "I saw· nothing at thP 
time, but the next da) a chap 
came round asking question~ 
abou! a liFO, but w·ouldn'! sa\ 
w·ho he w:~s. · 

"A few week~ later I di~ ­
co>ered three O\al depression~ 
in the ground making an 
equilateral triangle a~ though 
something had landed. But 
the) could just as easih haH· 
been rabbit scrapes. · 

"There's hundreds of rum­
ours about this, bur I ha•~ 
never mel anvone w-ho actualh 
saw it. It's ali a bit odd." · 

Last nil!hl Suffolk Polin· 
said their record~ revealed that 
in the earlv hours of December 
26 the law· enforcement desk a! 
Bentw aler~ reported seeing 
unsuallight~ in the sk\ and ~aid 
they had sent troop• to inH·•ti · 
!!.ale. 

A roulim· check with Air 
Traffic Control to ~l'e if th•·ir 
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radar had picked an~1hmg up 
re1·ealed the• had recei>ed 
rrport~ of arrial phenomt·na 
o•er southern fnl!land that 
nil!.hl. 

A traffic car and local bt'll 
car were sent. to in>e~tigale hut 
found nothing untoward, ~aid 
the policeman and the onlv 
lights were tho~e of the Orford 
light house. 

The next da\ the Ameril'an' 
askerl !hem to ' examine thr in· 
dentation~ in the fore\1 and lht• 
officer~ concluded 1 hn "t'rt' 
probahh made h\ an an.imal. 

A L1SAF ~pol..eswoman 
confirmt•d !hat Col. Halt -.a5 
still depuh ha-.· •·ommanrlt•r. 

Sht• •aid lht• ba~•· had no! in 
'le\ligated LIFO \ightinJ!~ for 
~car~ and lht• report •.-a~ nO( 

som•·thinl! that wa• rt'quired 
but "a' probahl• don•· out of 
courte" for th•· \1inistrv o{ 
Dr~n~ . · 

OJ DAVID STIRS 
UP UFO FEVER 

gave a sharp lnt.ake of 
breath, and his ftrst words 
were 'My goodness. That's 
lmpoaslble'." 

UFO fever hit Britaid yesterday, after a 
close encounter by radio star David Jacobs. 

Callers jammed BBC switch boards after 
Jacobs mP.ntioned briefly on his Radio Two show 
that he had seen a mysterious ball or light as he 
travelled to London 
on the Ml. 

The callers reported 
similar slghtinga and 
pieced together, they pve 
the path of the UFO u a 
great swathe from York· 
shire, through the Mid· 
lands to the West Country. 

Jacobs was returning 
from the 35th Any Ques· 
tlons anniversary pro· 

By STEVE BAILEY 

gramme 1n Mansfteld. Not­
t1nghamshlre, with panel· 
1st, politician Shirley Wll· 
liams. 

He said: "It wu extra· 
ordinary. I've never seen 
anything move so quickly. 

"Suddenly, a brlillant 
white light with a 'tall' 
shot from lett to right 1n 
front of us, at a height or 
about 250 to 300 feet-then 
disappeared:· 

The spot where 57-year· 
old Jacobs saw the light 
wu between Ml junctions 
21 and 22 ln Leicestershire, 
at 10.30 pm on Friday 

night. His driver saw the 
phenomenon, too, and 
thought It might have 
been a shooUng star. 

Jacobs said: "It was 
travelllng too low and too 
fast for that to be a poS31· 

Trail 
ol the 
UFO 

The UFO 
path plotted 
by spatters 
olong the 
length of 
Britain from 
Yorkshire to 
Devon 

bUlty." Shirley Williams 
and fellow panelist 
Jonathan Porritt missed 
the liiht from their rear 
seats. 

Shirley said: "David was 
dearly taken aback. He 

Listeners' calls conftnn· 
lng or adding to Jacobs' 
sighting came from u far 
away a.s Seaton 1n Devon 
and Marke~ Welghton ln 
Yorkshire. 

There were so many that 
the popular broadcaster 
had to appeal to people to 
stop telephoning Broad­
casting House because the 
switchboard could not 
cope. 

Air Trame Control at 
nearby East Midlands 
In tern a tlonal airport 
recorded nothing on their 
radar 

Old Jacobs believe In 
UFOs? He said later: 
"There's no way I would 
close my mind to anything' 
like that-and this Is 1M 
nrst time anything llke 
this has happened to me." 

LAST week's story on page 3 about 
Mrs Doris Galinaitis seeing a brightly­
lit object in the sky between Bristol 
Airport and Weston has prompted two 
more UFO-spotters to write: 

RE the strange object seen 
by the lady from Yatton in 
your last week 's Mercury. I 
;,.,ould like to say I too saw 
this so-called UFO. 

I WAS very interested to 
read in this week's Mercury 
the description given by 
Mrs Doris Galinaitis of 
what she believes may have 
been n UFO. 

!live in a top flat directly 
facing Highdale Avenue. 

I too saw this object from 
my bedroom window at 
about 4 .30 am early Mon· 
day morning. I was unabie 
to sleep and, looking out of 
the window saw this 
extremely bright object 
which seemed to be skimm­
ing the top of the Mendips. 
At first it appeared to be 
stationary and then it grad· 
ually moved in a south wes· 
terly direction, disappear· 
ing behind the roofs of 
houses in Thackeray Road 
and then reappearing. 

Like this lady I could not 
sleep, got up at 4am and 
looked out of the window 
and couldn't believe my 
eyes. 

It was bright red and 
looking like a very big star, 
but it was definitely round. 
I watched for about 15 
minutes and as it didn't 
appear to move I went back 
to bed. 

I wish now I had gone 
back for my binoculars 
which were in my lounge. I 
would say the position was 
near enough over Hales 
Bakery. 

Looking at the position in 
daylight, and judging from 
the position at which it dis· 
appeared behind the roofs, 
it was certainly just skimm· 
ing the top of Mendip. Mrs M. Green, 

10 Western Court, Mrs Eileen Mills 
16 Thackeray Avenue 
Clevedon 

Chapel Hill, 
Clevedon 
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00 
(\j . 
t 
0 

August 
camping 
shock 
I WAS very interes ted to 
see the letter about a UFO 
in the Mercury from Mr~ 
Galinaitis . 

On the night of the 19th of 
August my friend and I 
were sleeping in a tent in m y 
garden . 

We saw a similar object 
to Mrs Galinaitis . It flew 
from east to west, then flew 
to Wesion·super·M are and 
was visible for about 10 
minutes. 

It was a large, oval 
shaped, orange coloured 
object which suddenly dis· 
appeared from view. 
Matthew Shaw aged 9 
Dial Hill Road 
Cleve don 

In defence of 
W1t h rt-ference !o t hl• 
letter from S . T Jo~ 
Begent (Readers ' Club . 
October 15) - " UFO 
S1ghtings ' H i g h I y 
Suspect' " ) in which he 
claimed that recent 
articles written b~· 
myself were "very 
misleading ." 

The witnesses who 
are accused of being 
"superstitious, 
unreliable," and whose 
imaginations are "apt to 
run riot" I would like to 
defend . Most are level· 
headed, rational people 
who come from all 
walks of life. 

Some are trained 
observers who know a­
great deal about 
astronomy, aircraft and 
the like. 

Some are serving 
police officers with 20 
years' experience who 
are familiar with thejr 
locality where UFO's 
have been seen, as are 
farmers and land· 
owners who have come 
across this phenome· 
non, albeit in remote 
pastures. 

These men and 
women did not imagine 
what they saw, and 
were it not for our 
p rot e c t i n g their 
identities. dozens of 

UFOs 
~:~~~~~ w~~-ld !:sot i~ar: ~ 
stghtings of UFOs con· ~ 
tinue. and I might add ;-::\ 
not all of these occur at :z: 
night , and not all are C'l 
witnessed by the odd 
individual. as your 2S 
reader suggests . en 

Neither I, nor the ~ 
Yorkshire UFO Society 
have suggested that the t-' 
origin of UFOs must be ~ 
extra-terrestrial. We g_ 
have an open-mind on Ul 
the subject. What we .. 
have insisted all along txJ 
is that the enigma is ::I 
real enough to warrant OQ 
serious s c i e n t i f i c t--' 
research, and until that ~ 
happens it would be -
wrong to drop our pres· 1 
ent studies. 

It is also wrong to 0 
label such sightings as g. 
"ridiculous" at a time o 

when questions are 
shortly to be raised in ~ 
Parliament over the .. 
continuing cover-up by 
this, and previous -.,o 
governments into this ro 
mystery . ~ 
GRAHAM W. 
BIRDSALL 13 
(Chairman), Yorkshire 
UFO Society, Miles Hill 
Street, Leeds 7. 



THE SPACE LORDS 
'I am 
alien 

convinced 
intelligences 

exist I I I and some 
of them are living 

LORD CLANCARTY 
-" They come from 

many planets" 
among us' 

JT is OJ bout time that the nobility were gtvcll some crt!dit for whclt 
they do for the Queen's humbler subjects 

Everyone knows .that they lend a lot of ermrned . ~.:oronete<l splendour to IIO)Icll 
processwns and vrclor·y parades, that they keep the shn<·s they own green and 
therr gardens and manswns opulent and to payrng tourisb open for our co;~rsc 
weekend rnspeclwns. 

In therr p;uliamt•nt<Jry forum they diligently snutrllo!'>c .,rHl occasiuniltl)' 
fru~tratc , d<Jmilgrng 13rlls that the Govcmmcnt of the d<r) would utherwbe 
impu~e 011 us by unsnupulous nod and wink. 

But hands up those who hilve heard o~ th e House of Lord s liFO s tudy )(roup. 
As I lhought, the very exrst<>nce of thr s mo~t il !>, lduously dedic<Jted and 

broad nunded symposrum of rnqurnng peer!'> n ·rnains as yet unknown to the 
public <Jt ];~rge . 

There arc only about 35 of them .. and yet tht·y <rn· at rl all the time exanuning 
the srtes of alre n landrngs, conferrrng ovt•r the te s trmony of those who purport to 
)rave been daz:t.l e d or frrghtened by flytn g s;lltt·cr~ 1 ket'ping a steady watl'h 
themse lves through ranng brnoculil;·s a11d . mo"t lllll"'ltant of all, harass111g coy 
government muusters to come up wrth an,wers, a ii !'>Wl'rs, iiiiSWcrs, dam miL 
W~h1: ~~~1~ar~~~rn1~;~~ startled Oon s a11d Bn·11da rn the woods ne;.u Swansea! 

shuttle that the Amer· 
i~.:a11 s or the Husski<·s had 
inn•n ft'd'' 

Or was rt a craft from 
dist ant as yet uncharted 
:;ktl'" '! Wh<~t statistics has 
th e minrster het•n kt'ep· 
ing of 1·eports of s rghl· 
ings. and l'VI'II l<.llldings 
mad<> to lol'al poli('(• s ta · 
(lO llS., 

'l't'll to on<' the 
w rl'll'lrt·d nHni ~ tl' l' will 
r eply in three curt lines 
of twaddle wr·itten for 
h im h} ;o civil servant , 
s ayrng nothing that 
mak,• s ~(·nsc . Hut ;~t least 
th e rnlL'rT<lgating peer 
ha s trrl•d to sec that 
baf'llcd Dori ~ and Brenda 
got a fa tr <h-al. Isn't that 
wh at a lord is for '! 

The House ot Lonls 
UFO study gmup wus 
founded in 1979 by Wil­
liam Francis Le l'uer 
Trench eighth E;,r rl of 
Clancarty who sonH· 
years ago startled ;.rud 
confused thousands ot 
sky-wat('h e rs by ~ugge~· 
ling that nying SaUI ' I ' I' ~ 
might be t;.rkin(:! otT front 
runways bur·ied d<·t·p 
under mountain~ ulld 
dormant volc;~not'"· 

13ut he is amenahle to 
all the other thL'ories 
Indeed he ha,. drsl'ussed 
them entertainingly in 
his own books . which ha ., 

UFO zooms 

to Treeton 
RAF Finningley and the 

Morning Telegraph both 
received sightings of a UFO 
over Handsworth, Sheffield, 
last nighr. 

All callers said ir had a 
green light at the front and 
three red lights to the rear 
and moved swiftly towards 
Treeton where it dis­
appeared. 

~ UFO over 
'N 

~ Blowick? 
0 

1 In the earl1 hours of Tue,da) . 
Dctobcr It, about 4.30 a.m., I 

~ ~~oa sn't \lcerrng too ~<ell and 
<0 11 hen I loo •cd out of 1 he· 

r;b bed room v.1ndo"' I \a v. to nl\ 
s:: •urprise. what I can onl y dc,cribe 

1%1 as an undcntified flying objecl. 
.. It v.a\ ve ry brrghl , not ""'' 

f ~~~ l:~~r: ~i:r~~~d~~~~,a~~~~;~~~ 
g_ ntghl. 
:5 I ~'>atchcd 11 for three or four 

;:::1 mmule\, '-'hll·h I\ quttc a l l >n~ 

0 lt mc. then 11 rctrcalcd to J 111c rc· 
cr. rrn J')otnl and 1a1mhcd 

Th1' 11 not the ftr\1 tunc I hJ'..: 
~ ~ccn 'u.:h object\. \1 1 ~<tfc and I 
E- 1a" one about c•tght )'carl ago . 
~ I "'(>mkr 1f am other rcadc" 
H can ..:onfrrm ong inv "ghting or 
> ha1c h.1d a 'imil oar c'\ fll' ril'ti<.:C 

STEPIH.'\ UJ\\AIW~ 
YO Wcnm ngton Rnad, 
Blo'-' t.: • 

~udr lilies as The Sky 
People , The Flying 
Sauc<>r Story, Operation 
Earth und The Eternal 
Su hje~·t . 

What he is convinced 
of, Un!>hakilbly , is thill we 
;.rr·c the ohjeet of ~.:onst;.rnt 
irrvrgtlalion and occasio · 
nal visitation by THEM. 

"Yes" the 72-year-old 
t'arl told me from his 
llt'lgravia home, ''I am 
I'O ilVIII CCd that ;,r] icn 
intelligences exist. I am 
co11vrnced that we were 
put her·c hy them a long 
t1rne ;,rgo . I l111nk they arC' 
~• •II com rng to sec us and 
I d;.rr<>say they arc very 
worril•d about the w;~y 
thrnL:s arc turning out. 

·Ttrt•y come from 
nt;llry , many plant•ls . 
Thai l' Xpl;,rins the differ ­
t'lll l'olours of the human 
spl'l'res - there arc 51 
altogt'ther, you k11ow 
Tht·y put us here a long 
1 11ne ago , a lot longer ;,rgo 
than the Bible stories tell 
us The Bible is quite 
recent history in their 
lt•rms. But Jehovah was 
p;.rrt of it . The Sons of God 
;,rnd th1· !>O ilS of M;,rn , th;.rt 
~or t ofthrng. 

.. SIIH'e World War· 
Two lht•y have been 
coming rn increasing 
numbers because we let 
llrt· atom bomb off. I lhink 
th;.rt "tart<>d it all. All the 
nul'i e;.r r· s tuff is highly 
dangt'rou s to u s. ;,rnd no 
dou&t they don't like il 
either. 

.. Some of them arc 
livin g among us . You 
can't pi c k them out from 
the crowd . as it were . 
bcc;~usc they look very 
mul'h like us . Quite fan · 
la stiC'. really. 

.. I know a chap called 
Timothy Good, who lec­
tures and writes on 
lJFOs. lie is also a violin­
ist. Anyway, he g~ve a 
talk to the group the 
other month , and he said 
he had recognised one in 
America . I think he man­
aged it because he rs 
telepathic . They seem to 
communicate in that 
way." 

Lord Clancarty is quite 
impcrvrous to derision , 
and likes to refer· all 

~~or:;;~~ion to b/ 1f~~~~~~ 
(;alley when he was the 
French minister of 
defence . 

M Galley went on Hadro 
France l111l'r and said , er 
yes. there W<'rt• ~.:ertain 
anomalies aerial and th;.rt 
lht' Frenl'h gerularmerie 
had been rn stru d e d to 
inlt'ITUI(ilfl' l'lliZI'IlS Who 
had Sl'<' n th1.•m 

" I wasn 't hal'kward 111 
the dramlH'r when that 
h;,rpperl!'d ." dt•ela n·d the 
p;,rrl .. I i11stanlly put 
down a qtll'SI ion to the 
Brrlr ~ h (;ovt'rnmelll 
What wcr<> Our polil'e 
doing ahout Our· s ight · 
ings ., .. 

The Labour chaps were 
in at the tinw - they put 
Lord Harris of Greenwich 
up to answer the ques· 
lion . lie just s<Jid that if 
our police were asked to 
do something they would, 
as alw;,rys , do it with their 
usual circumspection 
and zeal. 

"That w<J s no ans wer 
one way or another·. But I 
go.t at so me thing like the 
truth a few years later. 

.. I was invited to speak 
at New Scotland Yard 
about the Uf'Os. And I 
mentioned Lord Harris 's 
useless answer . At the 

• 

end of m:v talk several 
hands went up. 

"And one officer said, 
'Didn't Lord Harris 
surely know that we have 
been investigating 
thousands of sightings?' 
So you see, the Govern· 
ment does know about 
lJFOs - it just won't 
admit and tell." 

Lord Clancarty likes to 
think the best of his 
fellow men and he used 
to ascribe the infuriating 
secretiveness of the gov­
ernment chaps to their 
kindly anxiety not to 
frighten the British 
people to death . 

Lately. ht• has ch;~n~ed 
his mind . The cover up, 
he now helil.·vcs , is main­
tarnt>d to protct'l car 
rn;,rnuf;.rctun·rs, 

lie put it tl11s way : 
"You rna} reml'mher 
that at the cnu of th e wilr 
the Nazr~ wrre tr·y ing to 
burfd nytng SilUCCrS in 
the Antilrclic They made 

so_r.n1tht~~d:;~{ o1
tttJc war, 

some of their scientists 
were sent to Hussia . some 
to the llnrtcd States Now 
the other d;~y I r·cad an 
article b) il chap calll'd 
Ferran·- something like 
that , an Italian but in 
very good E11glish . 

"He said the ltussiar1s 
and the Amcric:;.rns are 
all working like mad to 
make UFOs . ju!>t like the 
ones that have !'orne from 
elsewhere. Somehow 
they have ~ucl'eeded in 
tapprng an electro mag­
netic field to make them 
go , God knows how." 

I remarked th a t if that 
were really ;.o , terrestrial 
scientists mu s t have 
somehow gil i ned access 
to extra terrestr·ial tcch­
nolo.t!.v? 

~ BUKKHfAD \ 
1 -,a~pyou No-rw ~ss 
~ ~Tf 
. ~· 

0 

Quite probably t11e) Re agreed tha1 wilen he 
have," said the earl. stooa up in the House ol 
"Lots of UFOs havt- Lords . some sceptics 
crashed, you know. Our tended. w laugh at him. 
chaps might have He drdn't mind . The 
learned a lot from the laughter was not joined 
wreckage they found . If by Lord Hill-Norton, fleet 
they have, it does help to admiral , former First Sea 
explain the hush-hush . Lord and chief of the 

"I mea n , if it was alt Defence Staff. He was 
made public , all sorts of one of the UFO group's 
people would be saying, keenest members. 
'Why can't I have this 
free energ} in my motor 
car?' 

"And the result of that 
would ·Je complete 
indujitrial chaos . The oil 
business would go to bits 
for a start." 

"No minister is going 
to stand up and say 
'Golly, these UFOs are 
proved.' But when a 
minister scoffs, the admi­
ral gets up on his feet and 
helps me out." 

~ Cycles in 
UFO sighting 
THE unexplained and 
unpredictable arouse our 

~ curiosity. The cynics with 
o their buckets of cold water do 

0 their best to damp it down. 
1 Yet the unexplained remains . 

Part of the mystery of the 
"d U.F.O. phenomenon lies in 
~ the apparent cycles or fre­

....-i quency with which a build-u~ 
~ of U.F.O. reporting occurs. 
~ From the peak of 24 provin-

~ .. ~~ussJe:;~~~rone ~:0~ 
....-i October 26, 1967- to a sim· 
o ilar bur much smaller peak 
~ in the latter part of October 
:1 1971 (see Oxford Times &. 
(I} Banbury Guardian\ the four 

yearly cycle would appear to 
~ have continued up to October 
<( 1975 . 
t:} In 1979 the scene moved 

north to Scotland and the 
el time interval changed a R little, so '79 was far from 
Z being a peak year of reponing 
g2 in England. It would be 
rx:: interesting to discover 

whether October 1983 has 
::r:: produced anything at all in 
~ the way of an authentic 
~ sighting, since little or 
0.. nothing of note has been 
H reported for a very long time. 

If readers send their reports 
to this paper. would they 
also be kind enough to send a 
short card with details of 
what was seen, to the writer of 
this letter, saying what , 
when, and where- i.e. giving 
ume, date and place. -THE 
REV. H. D. L. THOMAS, 
Tbe Rectorv, Long 
Hanborough, Oxford OX7 
2BT. 
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\.~ANLEIGH MAIL, Surrey, England- Oct. 22, 1983 

UFO that got away? 
UFO researchers from 
West Surrey are investigat­
mg an astonishing claim by 
~n Aldershot man that he 
was taken aboard a flying 
saucer by beings from 
another world. 

The alleged 'close 
encounter of the third kind' 
took place in the early 
hours of August 12th on the 
banks of the Basingstoke 
Ca nal , while 77-year-old 
Alfred Burtoo was trying to 
catch more earthly crea­
tures: fish. 

His detailed description 
this week or tne inside of 
the UFO has led a Guild­
ford man to believe his 
extraordinary tale is true . 
Mr Omar Fowler, chair­
man of the Surroey Investi­
gation Group on Aerial 
Phenomena told tne Sur­
rey Mail : 

' I though Mr Burtoo had 
blown his top - until he 
desc ribed the inside of the 
craft. It tallied well with 
descriptions made in other 
parts of the world' . 

Mr Burtoo stated : 'I saw 
a hright light coming 
towards me over North 
Town :\nd it hovered over 

the railway line. 
'It then settled on the 

bank . I went to have a look 
and two forms came 
towards me dressed in pale 
green suits . They were 
about 4 feet tall and had 
dark visors over their faces. 

'One of them beckoned 
me and I followed them to 
the steps. I wasn 't afraid, I 
was more curious than any­
thing'. 

He said he hadn 't 
reported the incident 
sooner because he was 
afraid he wouldn't be 
helieved . But then he read 
a recent story in the News 
of the World about a UFO 
that landed near an Ameri­
can Air Force base in Nor­
folk -and decided to reveal 
his story. 

The flying saucer-shaped 
craft was rimmed with 
lights rotating in an anti 
clockwise direction, and it 
made a faint humming 
noise . These are known 
characteristics of many 
UFOs, said Mr Fowler. But 
it was unlike the Norfolk 
UFO, 

Inside .1he walls were lite 
by a faint orange glow. 
There were no 'nuts or 
bolts or weld marks' and in 
the centre of the craft was a 
'tubular column'. 

The alien beings 
allegedly spoke a foreign 
language with an accent 
between Russian and 
Chinese. But Mr Burtoo 
heard a voice in broken 
English saying he could go 
'because I was too old and 
inform for their purpose'. 
he said. 

Took off 
Shortly after leaving the 

spacecraft it took off in the 
director of Tongham . Mr 
Fowler who investigated a 
UFO siting in Ash and 
Farnborough in 197R, 
reported by eight people 
including a police officer -
stated: 

'Unless he has made 
detailed studies of other 
UFO reports. I am 90 per 
cent certain this incident 
took place· . 

Mr Burtoo said: 'I don ' t 
know anything about them . 
I didn't even believe in fly­
ing saucers until this hap­
pened ' 

Other UFO reports of 
local interest include : a fly ­
mg 'ciga r· accompanied hy 
fly1ng saucers. seen over 
Aasingstoke hy a civilan 
airline pilot and his wife . 
and a UFO seen over Spam 
from an airliner civilam 
pilot from Haslcrnne 

~ New UFO 
.. 

1just like 
i 
:z 

-o 
c:: 
ell 

M 

a street 
lamp' 

gf ANOTHER UFO has been 
~ spotted in the county skies 

-the third in a week. 
..; The latest sighting was 

1--. made at Grimley, near Wor­
o cester, by Jan Bridges and 
~ her cousin Lorraine Page as 

1--. they drove towards Wor­
v cester at 4.30 p.m. 

::r:: Jan, of Duke of Edinburgh 
Way, Malvern Link, said: 

~
U: "It was a very bright light 

, -like a brilliant streetlamp 
- which seemed to come 

e towards us . 
z Jan says the object, which 
H made no noise, was constant 
~ for about a minute before 
> fading, returning again, 
(%' then disappearing for good . 

A spokesman for Edgbas­
ton Observatory in Birming­
ham said: "It could possibly 
have been Jupiter, which is 
visible for a short time in 
the south west skies in the 
early evening. 

"But unless it was the 
light playing tricks that 
wouldn't explain why it was 
moving . Other than that we 
have no explanation." 

DAILY ~~IL, Hull, England- Oct . 19, 1983 

New 
of a 
over 

report 
UFO 
Hull 

THERE hea bHn e fresh report 
of e UFO flying over Hull lest 
friday night. 

Mn Elaine Waugh (23), of 
Egton Street, Hull, was at Hull 
Fair et 9 pm walking w ith her 
husband down crowded 
Welton Street. 

"I lookM up end •- tflla 
ttllng like • rounded-off trien· 

gle. It hea fleshing red lights. It 
wea fantastic:. It wasn't • 
plene." 

At about the aeme time, Hull 
maintenance worker Mr Gary 
Clertl,. of Oxenhope Road, aew 
whet he thought w .. e UFO 
over the Old Hymeriena' aporta 
ground. Hia d .. c:ription of tfle 
obJect dlffen redlc:ally from 
Mn Weugh'a. 

A "bright light In tfle aky" 
waa reportM late yeeterday 
aftemoon by e Beverley 
adloolboy in a aeperate ~ght­
lng. 

Mark Roblnaoa (11), of 
Napier Clo•e. Bevertey, waa on 
hia wey home on • service bua 
from Poc:kllngton Junicw 
School at ebout 4 .30 pm when 
he sew e steady yellowish-to­
wt'lite light over Maritet Weigh­
ton. 

Hla friend Nigel Amet (10) 
later- en oblong light while 
the bua w•• on Arne Hill. 

IPSWICH EVENING STAR, Suffolk, England- Oct . 5, 1983 

UFOs can lead 
you up the 
forest path 

"What's so unusual 
about a UFO landing 
in Rendlesham 
Forest?" asked the 
man in an Ipswich bus 
on Monday. 

He then went on to tell 
his friend all about the 
RPVs which are being tested 
in many parts of the world. 

Perhaps he's right. The 
military of the U.S. and 
Canada are developing these 
Remotely Piloted Vehicles, 
office colleague Ken 
Blowers tells me . 

Some of them have quiet 

~~Ai~cet~vit~~d ~~; rt~~~~ 

I I I 

illumination systems may 
well radiate strange lights. • A sketch of a Remotely Piloted Vehicle (RPV) cap­

able of vertical take-off and landing. There are RPVs which can 
hover or land vertically and 
this applies particularly to 
the "sky-spy" type. 

Once in a while the UFO 
comes to the fore again 
though. 

The biggest UFO scare in 
Ipswich was on September 25, 
1981, when hundreds of resi­
dents ran outside to watch an 
object crossing the night sky . 

Lockheed C5A Galaxy of the 
U.S. airforce on final 
approach to Mildenhall. Its 
main landing lights and 
flashing strobe lights were 
responsible for the UFO 
scare. 

There 's a picnic si te on the 
left-hand side of the road 
leading from Bromeswell to 
Sutley. Directly opposite is a 
footpath leading through 
Rendlesham Forest to a point 
almost alongside the USAF 
runway at Woodbridge . 

It resembled two im­
mensely bright stars with a 
smaller red light s dancing 
and flashing around them . It 
gav~ off an odd metallic 
whine . 

What wa; it? Investiga­
tions revealed it was a 

The Ministry of Defence 
has a UFO sightings section 
and a random check revealed 
that of 1.500·obsrvations. 203 
were satellites, 108 were 
balloons, 121 unusual 
cloud formations , 750 were 
aircraft and 106 were flares. 
The rest remained 
unidentified . 

If anyone walks down this 
path at dusk when flying is in 
progress there are so many 
flashing lights and illumi­
nated runway markers thar 
it's like a scene from Star 
Wars . It 's possible ro 
imagine almost anything -
particularl y at the end of th~ 
path! 

TRANSLATIONS 
CREDIT: Luis R. Gonzalez 

-::t:: a nd country of incident: J~lla, Murcia, Spain 
9ate o f incident: 1946 or 1947 
Narr.e o f paper and date of clip: !:1 PAIS, October 25, 1983 
':ity and country of newsr.aper: Madrid, Spain 

~.s. PRosPEEA ~ioz WAS "ABDUC~" BY ~RATERRESTRIALS 36 Y"'....A f's AGO 

It was not until 1979 that Mrs. Prospera Mui".oz ren::en:bered her amazing exper­
iences anc! he.,.. she had been visited by strange beings, likely extraterrest­
rials, that she de~cribes as small, with big eyes and wearing white uniforms. 
Two of ti-.en: c ame out o f a bright and silvery "car" that arrived without noise 
through the vineyard arour.d her home in Hurcia, where she was living '"ith her 
sister, Anita. She was only 7 or 8 years old . 

At ,-: resent, Mrs . Prospera Munoz, 44, works as telephonist in Geror:a. She is 
a nice and affable person, seems quite intelligent, and her account, obtained 
partially through hypnosis, has the ring of truth. Her case was made public 
last Dec ember by t he ufologist Mr. Antonio Ribera during the Internatior:al 
':ongress of Ufology in Rosario, . Argentina. 

A:riously, it ·"as Mr. Ribera's fault that Mrs. Prospera Munoz "woke up" fron: 
her amnesia. Fot4r years ago, she '"as reading "The Great Flying Saucer ::':nigma," 
writ ten by this ufologist, when she began to have mental nashbacks of the ex­
periences she had had . 

~t was a hot morning of 194c or 1947. She was liv' ... ng with her older sister, 
Anita, in a farm of Jl41Ililla when two of these beings appeared. She was in­
!'ormed--and, as she recognizes, with pleased agreement on her pa rt--abo \.it the 
r ole she was to play in the relationship to be developed in the future. 

:'his s ame day, her "friends" came again, and the ni ght after they woke her up 
and she agreed to go with them, along with her frightened dog, for a few hours 
on a promised trip arour.d the world, 

Once inside the spaceship (which she describes as "a tw~floor house" ) she 
became more and more fri ghtened at the advanced technology the strange beings 
di splayed. There, she laid half-fainted on some kind of table as the human­
oids (who only have four fingers ) examined her vagina and rraybe also the head. 
Later, she could see herself, on a screen or corr.t:uter, accompaniec'. by her s ::.. s ­
t er, "both surrounded by a bright bluish glow, 40-50 cer:timeters wide. Son:e 
animals present in the scene, a dog and an ass, did not have such a glo" . " 

Afterwards, sh e had other encounters with ugly beings, dressed in uniforms or 
rainccats. Or.e took place in the bar of her father at Jum.illa, in 1954; anot­
her on a beach of San J uan (Alicante) between 1959 and 1960 ; then, at he r . ..,. crk 
in San J uan in 1971 • The last one happened last year in Gerena ·"here sh e now 
works. 

Some specialist s think that the amnesia she had suffered for 33 years '"as 
po~sibly caused by the beings themselves, who understand better than hurr.ans 
the mec hanisms of the :nind. 
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Nearly 30 years later, the argument still rages over the 
mystery death of Britain's king of speed. 

Killed by 
a monster? 

AFTER weeks of 
rain and wind, the sur­
face of Scotland 's Loch 
Ness finally glittered 
smooth and dark as a 
sheet of marble. At the 
water's edge, mecha­
nics made last-minute 
adjustments to the sil­
ver jet-powered speed­
boat and Sir John 
Cobb put on his helmet 
and buckled up his life­
jacket. 

After a lifetime spent in 
the quest of speed, Cobb 
was now within reach of 
the record he most coveted: 
The worl d water-speed 
crown. And now, in Sep­
tember, 1952, he finally had 
the boat which could win it. 

But it was not to be. 
Instead. he died tragically, 
but mercifully instan­
taeo usly, killed, it was 
cla1med, by the legendary 
Loch Ness monster . .. 

Fatal day 
On the placid , windless 

morning of September 29. 
when the loch surface was 
mirror-smooth, Cobb's jet­
powered speedboat 
Crusader roared across the 
measured mile . 
On the return journey, 
when the craft was 
approaching a record speed 
of250 m.p.h., it struck some 
mysterious object, was 
smashed to smithereens, 
and J ohn Cobb was killed. 

Scottish author William 
Allison, among the official 
observation party on board 
the yacht Maureen, saw the 
whole thing happen. 

He told me: "When the 
Crusader exploded and 
Cobb was killed , I was less 
than a quarter of a mile 

a~·Cobb had set out to 
break the world water ­
speed record of 178.4 miles 
per hour, which was then 
held by the American 
Stanley Sayers. 

n~<>!~~~chf;t{,/~~~cl~c~~ 
side, some six weeks before 
that fatal day and a whole 
series of tests were carried 
out. 

"Then every morning. for 
three weeks, Cobb stood by 
ready to make his record 
attempt as soon as the 
conditiOns were right. 

Three waves 
"But day after day, plans 

were postponed - the 
waters of the loch had to be 
as calm as a millpond 
before he was allowed to 
climb aboard Crusader. 

"Then shortly before 
midday, on September 29. 
two flares signalled to Cobb 
that weather conditiOns 
were just right and he pre­
pared to make his attempt 
along the measured mile. 

"It certainly was a wind­
free morning, as any one of 
the 5,000 or so spectators 
who were there could 
confirm. The loch's surface 
was a smooth as glass as 
Cobb roared through the 
first measured mile at 
around 206 miles per hour. 

"Then, as he turned 
Cru sader to make the 
return journey, three large 
waves suddenly appeared 
across the water. 

"Crusader lurched into 
the first wave. It started to 
sink as it hit the second and 
on contact with the third 
wave, the boat simply 
exploded in a huge cloud of 
spray and smoke. 

" Then as the smoke 
disappeared, I saw debris 
floating on the loch- with 
Cobb's body nearby. 

"There were many 
explanations put forward 
afterwards for the disaster 
and one of the most 
authoratative came from 
Cobb's manager, Captain 
Peter Eyston, who said that 
the phenomen on of 
Crusader creating waves in 
advance of its own path 
couldn't be ignored ... 

"But it is much more 
likely that the waves came 
from another source. 

" One could speculate for 
ever on what other sources 
there could have been. But 
a few days earlier, I had 
chatted to Cobb about the 
legend of the Loch Ness 
monster. 

'"I haven't seen it,' Cobb 
told me, 'but that doesn't 
mean that I ' m in any 
position to contradict those 
who say they have. In fact, I 
wouldn ' t be wildly sur­
prised if I did not see the 
monster one of these days' ' 

Long neck 
"Oddly enough, in the 

days just before Cobb's 
attempt, there had been 
two alleged sightings of the 
Loch Ness Monster. 

"Ten days earlier, a local 
man, Neil McCallum , 
claimed to have spotted a 
fin sticking above the loch 
surface. 

"Then, two days before 
the disaster, an Essex 
housewife, M rs . Ver a 
McDonald, who was tour­
ing Scotland, reported that 
she had seen 'a long neck 
which appeared out of the 
water , about half-w ay 
across the loch. 

"'The head was small and 
short compared with the 
neck, which must have 
been about lOft. long . 
About 15ft. behind the neck 
was what looked like the 
tip of a hump . . 

'"The neck and head 
remained stationary for 
about half-a-minute. before 
submerging again .' 

"Of course, I can never 
know whether or not John 
Cobb knew of these sight­
ings. But to many people in 
Inverness, there was little 
doubt that it was one of the 

~~~~~~a~he md~~:;~:rs that 
either directly, or 
indirectly. 

"Some years later . I 
raised the topic with a 
leading authority at the 
British Natural History 
Museum, in London. 

"And his reply was 'Quite 
apart from the question of 
whether such creatures 
exist, there are a lot of 
inexplicable phenomena 
on Loch Ness to which the 
answers still have to be 
found.' 

"The answer to what 
caused Sir John Cobb's 
Crusader to crash is still to 
be found, too .. . " 

CHRIS POWELL 

I WAS 
THERE 

Above, John Cobb climbs 
into the Crusader cockpit 
for the ill-fated record 
a ttempt. Below, William 
Allison, eye-witness to 

disaster . 

l 

Mackal details 
dinosaur hunt 

By Glenda Peterson 
Journal Writer 

Roy Mackal is on the search for a plant-eating animal 
much like a prehistoric dinosaur that African natives claun 
they have seen in the Congo. 

Mackal, a University of Chicago biologist and leadoff 
speaker Friday at a Lincoln conference on unexplained phe­
nomena said the elusive creature resembles the sauropod -
thought 'extinct for 65 million years - but has a longer neck 
and head. 

Mackal, whose work in crytozoology (the search for un­
known animals) has gained worldwide attention, twice has 
been on expeditions in search of the creature but so far has 
found only its footprints and the plant described by natives as 
its food source. 

The area where the creature is said to have been seen is 
virtually unchanged from prehistoric days, so a well-adapted 
animal possibly could well have been in existence for 65 mil­
lion years, Mackal said. 

In his talk opening the second annual "Exploring Unex­
plained Phenomena" conference at the Nebraska Center, 
Mackal noted that a French priest in Africa first wrote about 
the animal in 1776. He described it as 15 to 30 feet long, with a 
body the size of a hippo and footprints the size of a dinner 
plate. Natives later identified trails made in the jungle and 
swamp underbrush as having been made by the creature. 

Just the place 
"It was just the type of place we wanted to go." Mackal told 

an audience of approximately 90 persons. 
"The whole African country has now become interested in 

the investigation into the animal's existence," Mackal said. 
The government will not let foreign expeditions in any more, 
but Mackal hopes his team will be invited back as advisers. 

Mackal's interest in unexplained phenomena is well estab­
lished. In 1965, he was named soientific director of the Loch 
Ness investigation in Scotland. "It has been established there 
are objects moving at depths of 700 to 800 feet at the bottom of 
the lake," which is 25 m~s long. Mackal said. The question is, 
"What are they?" he said. 

Form shown 
Special equipment combining sonar techniques and under­

water photography shows an animal fonn, thought to be a 
mammal. unlike any known alive today but having a horselike 
neck, 20 to 45 feet long, weighing a ton. These are not guesses 
but scientific measurements made with sonar, Mackal said. 

Science represents predictable results based on identifiable 
data anyone with time and effort can duplicate, Mackal said. 
,\nd this is what researchers of unexplained phenomena are 
dealing with. he said. "This is not generations of nitwits perpe­
trating fraud." 

STAR, Lincoln, NE - Nov. 14, 1983 

Bardin Booger legend alive, well 
in, around tiny Florida community 

BARDIN, Fla. (AP) - Fact or fiction, the 
Bardin Booger is good business for this tiny 
north Florida community, giving it its own 
legend of a creature that stalks the night ter­
rorizing residents and visitors alike. 

According to some, the Booger is a cross 
between an ape and a wolverine. Others say 
it has nine toes. Still others say the Booger is 
nothing but "a lot of baloney." 

"It's a lot of fun. That's what we get out of 
it, a lot of fun," said Nonna Key, who with 
her husband, Bud, runs a grocery in town. 
"But I'm not going to say that people don't 
see what they say they see." 

The Keys, who serve as the Official Bardin 
Booger Sighting Recorders, have Booger 
T-siMrts and caps depictmg an artist's con­
ception of the Florida Bigfoot 

The Booger carries a lantern because, the 
Keys explained, many people in this commu­
nity of 300 have reported seeing a light mov­
ing in the woods. 

Key said when he was a child he saw 
something "big and furry" through a screen 
door moving around on his back porch. His 
dad showed him that it was the reflection of 
a leaf from a nearby tree blowing in the wind 

in the moonlight 
"Sometimes you see wbat you want to see 

out there," Key said. 
Sightings of a strange creature in the Bar­

din woods are part of the area's folklore, dat­
ing back about 45 years. 

The sightings increased dramatically in 
Feburary 1981, after an article about the 
Booger appeared in the Palatka Daily News. 
Nineteen sightings were reported in one 
month. 

Doug Crews, 29, said he and two girl­
friends were in a pickup truck in a cemetery 
one night six years ago when something 
shook the truck. 

"It didn't rock the truck like a person 
would do it," Crews said. "It shook it fast and 
hard and powerfully, like a dog shakes off 
water. We didn't see anything. We just got 
out of there." 

"I'll tell you what it IS. It's all a lot of balo­
ney," said Bailey Glisson, 73. "The real Bar-
din Booger is a man I know who likes to fool 

16 people, mostly fox hunters," Glisson said. 
"Either he or another man, I'm not going to 
tell you their names, get dressed up in a 
bearskin and let the fox hunters see them." 



........ 

What·· ISlt ,: -· · ~~rr~~= 

IT WAS a wild and 
glorious night. Dark 
as a witch's cloak, 
save for the reflec­
tion of the navigation 
lights on the short, 
steep wayes. And a 
snatch of moon 
between the driving 
clouds. 

Although the boat was 
built for sea-going among 
the Western Isles, she 
was taking solid water 
over her bows. 

SHELTER 
And the whirling clear­

't1s1on discs in the wheel­
house could barely cope 
with the spray. 

I thought of turning a.nd 

~~n~~ :~leJhae~~erth~~fa t~; 
of ·crockery from down below 
u I atarted to CI'OSII the wa.v~ 
eoon cha.nged my mind . 

~/~~}: _. 
:-~ . 

·-·<( 

As the golden 
autumn brings 
to a close another 
determined 
season of 
monster hunting 

to SaJ;!nfeea.s o~1~eaa m~~~Y:;! 
r; ~~~\e~a~~:1~!~~0~h{ 
and harbour. 

A strange place Loch Nesa. 
There is nowhere on the shore 
that one can stand and see it 
In Its entirety. For It is u 

~~fy Jou~ae~Y . ". ~:r~~ 
and more. It Is over a mUe 
wide in places and .110 deep 
that not even the Navy and 
all the scientific expeditions, 
despite their elaborate equip­
ment. are Quite certain. 

And when the wind rages 

~~~sng t~rlla. n,~ ~n be~ 

dark t.nd ltartllng!y aavaee 
place. 

But all this Ia unbellevable 
when It sleeps under a hot 
September sun. The trees 
are still and richly green with 

~;:the~u~~~ ontr~e ~~~~ 
~~d.c~d ~~i:~in ~~pi~1~~ 
hedges and the pebbles on the 
little shingly beachee are 
warm to the feet. 

Then one lifts one's eyes to 
the waters In the !ar on' 
centre of the loch, as oold 
a.s Ice despite the gl!tter of 
tht sun . .. and wonders ! 

What exactly t. it tha.t 
move~ and llvel under that 

h~ 

A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN BY MRS JES~€ TATE, AN tNVE~ESS HOUSEWIFE, IN AUGUST 1969 

I b~-BOBEBT GLENTON I 
aurtau' l'or be7onc1 an 
doubt there S. ,om,etll.tng 
there. 

In all my ~&rl by the loeb­
aide I have epoken to tar 
too many sane t.nd level­
headed men and women who 
ha.ve glimpsed whatever tt Is. 

Or I! they have not exactly 
llighted It themselves, and 
being wise to the loch in all 
its moods they have obeerved 
an extraordinary turbulence 
that BiiiiiPlY cannot be 
explained by a l~a.plng salmon 
or a !lUdden catspaw of wind. 

And all thoae highly-tangled 

~t~~~ts~t ~ :..~ 
given .110me very ltra.nge read­
tngs. 

For ye&ra ttte .clentt.t. who 
operate them have been try­
Ing ·to .!1nd a simple, d<nm· 
to-loch explanation. 

They have not found one. 
&eptics they would like to 
be. Yet they e&nnOt dilpro9'e 
The Monater. 

cmc. Loeb Nee. wu a 
lonely, laolated place. Then 
60 years ago a roa.ct wu built, 
and the legend o! the 
monster that da.tee baell: to 
AD 565, a.nd the tales o! 
my.5ter1ous sight!ngs known 
only to the few who had 
llved between times on the 
lochslde, flourished and multi­
piled. 

GOLDEN 
Indeed there &re those who 

!laY that .it wu the dyna­
miting of the roadway 1t;sel! 
that stirred whatever Ia in 
Loch Ness. 

So In a way 1983 11 the 
roiden anniversary of The 
Monster. 

Once more I returned to the 
loch to see what the season's 
hunting had producrd . 

Year a.fter yea r the search 
has always been a mixture o! 
the earne~~t and the ridiculous. 
In the darkened ca.bina of 

kunchea scanner ecreena b!lnk 
bluely and calculators click. 
Somewhere ellle a carpet of 
.110nar buoys patterns the 
water. 

Th1a 11 the rn.v. ltufr. The 
intense work. Even 110, when 
one studies that rreat loch, 
one t. reminded of a bucket 
and spade and the Sahara 
Desert. 

On the other band ttlere t. 
always something to entertain 
the villagers of Drumna­
drochlt, halfway down the 
lochside. 

Once it was the Japanese 
and their yellow submarine. 
This year It has been the 
Americans brandishing har--

~~ d;~ ~sf t~~fl~~~dt ~e~: 
tubes. 

There 1s excitement too! 
On!v the other night someone 
threw a petrol bomb Into the 
camp of The Loch Ness and 
Morar Project, a htgt-l v res­
pectable organisation oo~ses­
lling Sir Peter Scott as a 
patron. 

Adrian Shine. the IPader. 
mutters darklv Into his bl nck 
beard and point.<; an arc usinl\' 

fln~~~ ~~r: ~~~ltabW:~o~~ 
1111 suspect an Indignant 

~~h!r rlg1t~d ~f ~en)~;~~~~~ 
it Is those hardworking fellows 
who go skulking for salmon 
on the loch by night. 

What with Americana and 
Japanese, sonar nets. video 
cameras and the odd diving 
bell, life for poaching is 
hardly worth a candle. 

hef~:'~~~!d \~d1Uictt'" rfe~ 
Project's launch sensed some-

~~~h~ ~~':ln~~rtc~~~ 10~~ t~: 
100.000 candlepower search­
light. 

APOLOGY 
Of oourse she promptly 

called out a pretty and ab.iect 
apology and switched of!' the 
light. But It wa.s too late. 
The two poachers were already 
broken men. 

Such goings on. To thlnk­
I can remember the Innocent 
days when I watched the local 
inn-keeper arran l!"e for the 
hire of a dinghy for one of his 
~ur~ts, · solc1 h im half a shrep 
complrte with wool. an d th rr w 
In a length of rope for free. 

That poor visitor and his 
r..m1ly spent the whole bot 

afternoon roW1ng up and down 
off Urquhart Castle. tow­
ing the sheep behind them. 

For that was a. time when 
1f any of those grazing sheep 
that speckled the mountain­
sides went missing the mon­
ster got the blame. A can111 
Jot these Highlanders. 

It was about then that I 
recall, when a passing circu. 
mischievously took its camel 
!or an evening swim In the 
loch. 

High Jinks and sometimes 
high words. And yet another 
season of painstaking scienti­
fic research. 

Soon it wtU all b!' O\"Pr . 
The golden autumn and the 
setting sun will find Loch 
Ness In Its vivid . >:lor ious 
loneliness on~ morE'. 

And aftl'r that the wi ntel' 
!!"ales and the surgin <:?. fo~ m­
mg, midnight anger. But 
down in t!v• dark. !lPRty 
depths will still be the riddle. 
That something that was 
first chroni cled v.·hen man 
had barely IParnl'd t.o 11·r1te. 

And st1ll tod ny ha s s ~ ne 
anct S11bstantia l folk prepared 
to swPar to t he eYi dc nrP of 
thrlr own eyr., . 

That •ometJI!ng that hU 
IC1ence absolutely ba.n'led ' 
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AB~HDESN A~~~ICAN, Farnham, Surrey, England 
Sept. 9, 1983 

A hoax or a reality; possible inhabitant of 
Loch Ness fascinates American scientists 

by F. L. Glaister 

THE legendary monster of Loch Ness is spending 
its 50th summer laughing at the latest in modern 
technology and keeping well out of the way of 
American scientists. 

Two New Yorkers, from a 
company called !scan Inc ., 
are using sophisticated sonar 
equipment in a bid to track 
the mysterious creature that 
has haunted the deep, dark 
and fo rbidding waters of 
Loch Ness in Scotland for 
1,500 years - or 50 years, if 
you work from the first press 
report. 

The two men have installed 
a 6,400 square foot sonar 
array consisting of 144 sonar 
transd ucers and nine biopsy 
sampling devices similar to 
underwater spear guns ; the 
devices fire darts from under 
the rig, which floats on car 
tubes and is capable of being 
monitored 1,000 feet out 
from shore . 

Electronics and monitoring 
~quipment housed in a 
lochside building includes a 
video sc reen capable of 
producing a color image; the 
rig can filter out smaller fish 
up to a depth of 100 feet, and 
the men from !scan, Rikki 
Razdan and Alan Kielar, 
both aged 24, say they will 
fir e darts at any monster only 
in order to get a biopsy 
sample for investigation . 

"We don't intend any 
cruelty," said Razdan. "We 
will only fire at something 
over six feet in length, and 
our darts will take only a 
small piece of tissue, of one 
cubic centimeter. We have 
been intrigued by the monster 
legend since schooldays , but 
we're sceptical about its 
existence - our research of 
"evidence" shows most of it 
simply docs not stand up. 

"Our equipment, however , 
is unique in that it shows two­
dimensional structures 
instead of single-beam sonar 
images fro m equipment 
currently used. You could 
call this a big laboratory 
expenment." 

They will be working on 
the loc h until October. Also 
installed there is Dr . Robert 
Rines, of the Boston 
-\ cademy of Applied Science, 
usmg a sonar target camera 
;ystem. He has been monster-
1unting at Loch Ness almost 
e' ery summer since 1971. In 
1979 he intended to use two 
Jolphins called Susie and 
Sammy, wearing harnesses 
carrying so nar-activated 
cameras; Susie died before 
be:ng shi pped to Scotland, 
however, and the plan was 
abandon ed. Dr . Rines 
reverted to using boats. 

during the Winter back at 
their US headquarters. 

The use of high -technology 
equipment such as sonar 
apparatus began in 1978 
when Australian mar ine 
biologist Theo Brown was 
co mmi ssio ned by the 
California-based World Life 
Research Institute to put to 
work expertise gained in 18 
years of research into shark 
repellent methods he 
broadcast sound stimuli to 
lure Nessie, relaying taped 
sounds that monsters would 
fin d attractive through 
underwater loudspeakers. He 
claimed to have "definitely" 
obtained a response from a 
large animal moving up from 
the 700 feet depths of the loch 
site to between 200 feet and 
250 feet below the surface. 

Clear Picture 

"I know now there is 
somet hing large living in the 
loch," he said. "I got a clear 
sonar graph showing a so lid 
animate mass between 30 feet 
and 50 feet long." 

What he didn't get was 
visible proof of a legend that 
goes back to AD565 when St. 
Columba was crossing the 
loch while visiting the 
primitive Pict people and . 
according to one biography. 
" a ferocious monster rose 
from the water ." 

Not much happened for 
the next 1,500 years, until 
hotelier John Mackay and hi s 
wife were drivi ng along a 
lochside road in 1933 and saw 
a creature "with at least two 
humps or coils and a snake­
like neck; it threshed the 
surface with its powerful tail 
until the water was white with 
foam , and then dove out of 
sight." 

Since then, doctors, 
naturalists, army officen, 
Members of Parliament and 
church officials, as well as 
hundreds of local residents, 
tourists, schoolboys and 
professional "monster­
hunters" have claimed 
sightings of the elusive 
Nessie. Several men have 
devoted years of their lives to 
keeping a day-by-day watch 
of the loch, and attempts 
have been made by 
submarine, helicopter , glider 
and balloon to get firm 
evidence of the existence of 
the world's last prehistoric 
plesiosaur , an amphibian 
common 70 million years 
ago . 

Following the Mackay 
sighting, which was picked up 
by local newspaper 
correspondent and made 

shadowy image taken by 
engineer Hugh Gra y has 
always been classed as 
unconvincing . The picture 
regarded by experts as best 
was taken in 1934 by London 
surgeon Robert Wilson, 
showing what seems to be the 
monster's head and long neck 
sticking out of the water. 
with a bod')'-Qutline vaguely 
visible below the surface. 

In 1975 the Boston 
Academy of Applied Science 
team reported they had 
underwater pictures of " a 
large unknown animal." 
They turned out to be pretty 
smudgy and a team of 
London scientists declared : 
"The indistinctness of the 
images is ~uch that a whole 
va r iety of specul ative 
interpretations is equally 
plausible ." 

Hundreds of pictures have 
been dismissed by experts as 
showing scores of things 
fro m tree trunks to seals , 
otters swimming in line and , 
in one case, an old upturned 
garden seat. A series of 
hoaxers seized on a great 
opportunity - including a 
member of Britain 's much­
respected Zoological Society 
who "found" a monster 
footprint on the shore and 
took plaster cas ts. Sent to 
London 's Natural History 
Museum, experts said the 
casts "resembled the 
footprints of a 
hippopotamus. " And then it 
was found that a mounted 
hippo's foo t was missing 
from a museum at Inverness, 
not far from the Loch. 

Until World War II , 
thousands of tourists flocked 
to Loch Ness from all over 
the world . Once the war was 
over, sigh tings began again 
and the to urist trade grew to 
60.000 people a year, with a 
corresponding increase in 
sight ings, all as conflicting as 
ever eyewitness 
descr iptions vary so much 
doubt is cast on all of them. 

Monster hunting conti nues 
to be a light hearted sport and 
one with particular 
fascinat ion for Amencans. 
But the Scottish Toumt 
Board takes Ness ie senously; 
she is. perhaps, their largest 
single asset. 

The British government 
takes Nessie seriously. too. 
Razdan and Kielar have been 
told that while there is no 
specific protection for the 
Monster of Loch Ness in any 
Act of Parliament, "If a 
person ill-t reats, or tortures 
or is the cause of an y 
unnecessary suffering to any 
animal - o r monste r - he 
could be the subject of legal 
proceedings under the 
Pr otection of Animals 
(Scotland) Act, 1912. 

"The maximum penalty is 
£500 , or six months' 

A team from the National 
Crypto-Zoological Society in 
Seattle. Wash. , have been 
filming on and under Loch 
Ness this summer, using a 
video system which their 
spo kesman, Erik Beckjord, 
said has picked up " a moving 
underwater object." Thetr 
fin d ings will be examined 

headlines. came the first 
known photograph, also in 
1933. While Ko dak 
confirmed the film had not 
been tam pered with, the 

impnsonment." 
Not counting the 

frustration! 
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Legends 
tell of 

monsters 
By DAVE MARTIN 

ARE THERE really huge, unidentified monsters 
living in B.C .' s lakes? This question has puzzled 
scientists for years . Although many people 

claim to have seen such creatures, scientists are 
reluctant to say they exist until they have positive 
proof. 

More than a century ago, Shuswap Indians told 
stones about a monster that lived in Okanagan Lake. 
They called the creature N'ha·a-itk meaning Water 
God or Lake Demon and believed it lived in a cave at 
Squally Point on the east side of the lake. 

Before bathing in the lake or paddling a canoe, they 
were careful to throw a dog or other small animal into 
the water as a sacrifice. 

During the 1850s and 1860s, white settlers began 
moving into the Okanagan Valley. 

John MacDougall , an early rancher in Kelowna. 
had a most unusual experience. Because there were 
no bridges across the lake, whenever he wanted to 
cross he would tie his horses to his canoe and let them 
swim behind. 

Usually he followed the Indian custom and offered 
a gift to N'ha-a-itk. Once he arrived at the lake and 
realized he had forgotten his gift. 

MacDougall decided to take a chance and started 
across the lake. Suddenly his horses became terrified. 
Some strange force seemed to be sucking them under 
the water . Quickly he cut the ropes and paddled 
frantically for shore . 

MacDougall never saw those horses again. 

In 1924 the creature in Lake Okanagan received a 
new name . A British entertainer sang a song about a 
strange animal called Ogopogo at a banquet in Ver­
non. For some reason the name stuck. 

Ogopogo was particularly active during the 1920s. 
It was ofte n seen by the passengers and crews of 
sternwheelers and tugboats on the lake. 

One eyewitness described Ogopogo as having " a 
brown crocodile body 15 metres long with the same 
rliameter as an automobile wheel." 

In July. 1926. John Logie took his wife and grand­
children fo r a ride in his new car along the west shore 
of Lake Okanagan . Just after 7 a.m. near Peachland, 
they spotted a ripple in the otherwise calm water of 
the lake . 

.-\s they got closer, they discovered the ripple was 
caused by ··a rather strange-looking animal. " Logie 
later told reporters that he couldn't tell whether it 
wa s covered with scales or hair. "The face ," he said, 
"rrsembled that of a sheep. with a pointed nose." 

ROAD sign, Okanagan Lake 

Several hundred people claim to have seen Ogopo­
go since 1950. One July Sunday, Mrs. E.W. Campbell 
was visiting in Kelowna. Suddenly only a few metres 
offshore she spotted a strange creature. 

Talking about the experience later she remarked. 
" I am a stranger here . I did not even know such 
things existed. But I saw it so plainly. A head like a 
cow or a horse that reared right out of the water. It 
was a wonderful sight." 

Some people believe Ogopogo is more active at cer­
tain times of the year. Ernest Lording claims, "You 
can always find him in very hot and still weather. 
When the kokanee salmon are running in September, 
he 'll work along the rivers . He needs to eat plenty be­
cause he 's so big. " 

• 
Monsters have been seen in at least nine other lakes 

in B.C. In Shuswap Lake lurks a monster the Indians 
call Ta-Zam-A, while Tsinquaw's home is the dark 
waters of Lake Cowichan on Vancouver Island. 

One of the most interesting Indian legends involves 
Lake Kathlyn in Bulkley Valley in northwestern B.C . 

Hundreds of years ago an Indian princess went fish­
ing in this lake. Suddenly an enormous monster ap­
peared. In an instant , the huge beast swallowed the 
princess and disappeared into the lake. 

In revenge, the Indians placed hundreds of large 
stones near the edge of the lake . Then they cut down 
trees to feed a roaring blaze, and heated the stones 
until they became red hot. Working quickly , they 
pushed all the rocks at once into the water which soon 
began to boil . 

Before long, the monster's boiled body floated to 
the surface. In its stomach, the Indians found the 
dead princess and gave her a grand funeral. 

Do lake monsters really exist? Many people are 
convinced they do. When you are travelling in B.C., 
watch the surface of our lakes carefully. Perhaps you 
too will catch a glimpse of one of these strange crea­
tures. 

DAILY PILOT, Costa Mesa, CA - Nov. 4, 1983 

Sighted serpent, sp lit from same 
Coast surfers recount bizarre experience off Newport Beach 

By STEVE MARBLE 
01 11M Dolly PUol 8ten 

Doubt them if you will, but 29-year-old Young 
Hutchinson and a group of his surfing mates swear 
they saw what could only be a sea serpent. 

OK, so that sounds pretty crazy. Hutchinson said 
he thought it was crazy too until he read reports of a 
similar serpent being sighted north of San Francisco 
earlier this week. . 

"It was just the way they described it up there ­
a long black eel," said the veteran surfer who said the 
strange sighting was made mid-afternon Wednesday 
about 20 yards off the Santa Ana River Jetty. 

Several people, including a team of CalTrans 
workers, reported seeing a 100-foot snake-like 
creature off Northern California's Stinson Beach 
Monday. One observer said it made "'Jaws' look like 
a baby' and another estimated the beast was 

traveling about 50 mph. 
Still another witness from Stinson Beach said 

the creature had a round head and a blunt nose. He 
said it plunged into the waves and swam off after 
taking a brief look around. 

Hutchinson said he thought his sighting 
Wednesday was "too crazy" to report until he read in 
the Daily Pilot of the Stinton Beach episode. 

"At first I thought it was a whale but I've seen a 
lot of whales and it didn't look the same," said 
Hutchinson, who claimed he was sitting on his 
surfboard only 10 feet from the creature when it 
came to the surface. 

"There were no dorsal fins, the skin texture 
wasn' t the same and when it broke water, it wasn't 
like a whale at all," he added. "I didn't see the head or 
the tail." 

A spokeswoman from the California Institute of 

Technology marine facility at Corona del Mar 
suggested there are a number of logical explanations. 

"It could have been a pilot whale or a gray 
whale. They look like a giant blob," said the 
spokeswoman who asked not to be identified. "It also 
could have been three or four porpoises in a line 
jumping from the water." 

But the spokeswoman agreed that there are 
occasional strange ocean sighting that go unex­
plained. 

"Whatever it was," said Hutchinson, "It was 
really moving -like a whale with a purpose." 

Hutchinson said he and his fellow surfers 
reacted the same way any normal person would 
have. 

"We got the hell out there and paddled for 
shore." 
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GLOBE-DEMOCRAT, St. Louis, MO- Sept. 11, 1983 

.A Is it a monster or just floating logs? Some­
thing is floating in Loch Ness in this photo tak­
en in 1955 by P.A. MacNab. 
..,. A papier mache model of Nessie that is on 
display at the Loch Ness Monster Exhibition 
Centre in Drumnadrochit, Scotland. 

Nessie keeps 
quiet as hunt 
gets louder 

Music / arts editor James Wierzbicki is in Scotland 
covering the Opera Theatre of St. Louis' appearance at the 
Edinburgh Festival. 

By JAMES WIERZBICKI 
Globe-Democrat Music/ Arts Editor 

DRUMNADROCHIT, Scotland- Nessie's been quiet 
lately, but her hangers-on have been making lots of 
noise. Consider the following : 

v Last week, the Times of London reported a new book 
about the Loch Ness monster - the memoirs of veteran 
monster hunter Frank Searle - had been withllrawn by its 
publisher because it contained fake photographs and 
potentially libelous statements. Instead, the publisher, 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, decided to celebrate the 50th 

.·~ 

' 

anniversary of the first modem sighting of the monster with 
another book, a sober volume titled "The Loch Ness Mystery 
Solved." In it, author Ronald Binns, a long-time member of 
the Loch Ness Phenomenon Investigation Bureau, concludes 
there is no scientific evidence whatsoever to support the 
existence of a monster . 

v A few weeks earlier, American wildlife photographer 
Erick Beckjord and a colleague from the Seattle-based 
Crypto-Zoological Society arrived at the loch equipped with a 
video camera capable of recording for 100 hours on a single 
tape. Within days, they claimed two video-taped "sightings" 
of the creature. 

Thus inspired, they set out to demonstrate how baby 
monsters hatched in the loch could, if they tried hard enough, 
paddle up the. Ness River to reach fertile hunting grounds in 
the North Sea. Three skin divers made the swim, towing a 
rubber boat approximately the size of a yearling Nessie. The 
Scots who lived along the river were impressed with the 
athletic feat, but when they asked the obvious question - how 
come no one has ever seen or heard the critters splashing 
through their back yards? - they were told even young 
monsters are smart enough to travel only at night. 

v Americans Rikki Razdan and Alan Kielar, sponsored by 
!scan Inc ., a Rochester, N.Y.-based electronics firm, have 
j\ISt launched an SO-foot-square raft bearing 114 sonar devices 
and nine biopsy-sampling harpoon guns. If the sonars spot a 
large, animate object under the water . thP harpoons will take 
a bite out of the creature's flesh . (When the plans were 
announced, an Inverness politician proposed legislation to 
shield the monsters from such physical assaults . The ruckus 
died down when it was <liscovered the Loch Ness monster is 
covered by a 1912 animal protection law . Researchers 
subsequently promised to do the creature no harm.) 

v Still another sonar search, this one supported by the 
British Loch Ness Project in conjunction with the University 
of London, has been scanning the depths for more than five 
years . Though Adrianj Shine, head of the project, debunks 
most of the monster photos that have appeared in the last 50 
years as either fakes or snapshots of perfectly normal things 
- rocks, logs, birds, etc . - that just happen to look like 
monsters at peculiar angles, he does say his sonar devices 
have picked up readings of large objects moving under the 
water. 

"From the results we have I do believe that there are 
large creatures in the loch," he told a Scottish newspaper 
earlier this summer. "However, I do not think they are 
modem-day dinosaurs , but are more likely to be very large 
fish or eels." 

Well, maybe large fi sh or eels are just what the monsters 
eat for lunch. 

• • 
According to James Hogan, a skipper whose high-tech 

cabin cruiser is available for hire, there is more than $750,000 
worth of sophisticated electronic surveillance equipment 
currently afloat on Loch Ness . So far, not one of the research 
groups has come up with conclusive information on the Loch 
NP.Ss monster. But the progress of all projects is duly 
documented at the Loch Ness Monster Exhibition Centre here 
in the little town of Drumnadrochit, on the loch's north shore. 

The first modem sighting of the Loch Ness monster took 
place in 1933, when a thoroughly respectable Scottish couple, 
driving along the newly completed road that connects 
Inverness with the town of Fort Augustus on the loch's 
southern tip, reported seeing a huge creature waddle across 
the pavement and splash into the water. Since then there 
have been hundreds of eye-witness accounts . All of them 
suggest something far more substantial than a fish or eel -
perhaps a long-necked reptilian animal on the order of a 
Plesiosaur. And these descriptions, monster fans are quick to 

point out, are not inconsistent with 
reports dating back to the 6th century. 

In any case, it's a fact that sonar 
scanners have recorded images of 
large objects moving about in the 
water, most of them between 40 and 60 
feet in length, and some of them 
plunging from near-surface level to 
depths of 350 feet in a matter of 
seconds. 

When the truth finally comes out, it 
will doubtless be a grand day for 
science, a mournful one for fantasy. 

Loch Ness is the sort of place that 
ought to have a monster. 

The loch is only a mile wide, but it's 
30 miles long, and for most of its 
length the water is 800 or 900 feet deep. 
Whether choppy or still, the surface is 
ominously black, the edge of an abyss 
that, because of the high content of 
peat particles in the water, is 
impenetrable even by high-powered 
submarine search lights. Equally 
mysterious are the thickly wooded 
mountains that loom up along the 
banks, their contour and ruggedness 
calling to mind the ranges in the 
western United States that supposedly 
are the home of the Big Foot creature. 

Scotland's highlands are almost 
invariably cloud-covered and rainy, 
but the cold waters of the loch 
generate a special kind of mist, more 
variable in texture and more rapidly 
animated by the wind than what one 
encounters elsewhere. It's a spooky 
piece of real estate -when one stands 
on the ruins of 14th century Urquhart 
Castle, gazing down the length of the 
loch and watching the sun poke holes 
in the ever-circling fog, it seems the 
sudden appearance of the head of a sea 
creature would be a far more 
appropriate addition to the scene than 
the occasional passing motor boat. 

"I'd like to think people come up 
here because Loch Ness is a wonderful 
place in which to take a holiday, not 
because of 'Nessie,' " said the 
proprietor of an inn here. He was an 
agnostic, of course, respectful of 
scientific research, but rather put off 
by the general tackiness of the nearby 
official exhibition center, which not 
only sells a variety of cheaply made 
monster souvenirs but also goes 
overboard in proselytizing for belief in 
the monster's existence. 

Like the proverbial Missourian, this 
dignified Scotsman had a "show me" 
attitude about everything. At the 
same, he admitted the monster was 
good for business. "We try to please," 
he said politely. "But I'm sorry, I just 
can't arrange a monster sighting for 
you. If you really want to see the 
monster, though, I suppose you will, 
eventually." 

Then he just may have muttered 
something under his breath about 
Tinker Bell and the Tooth Fairy. 

£:: 

~ Mysterious Island 
£ Sinks Into Ocean 
rz.: 

JAKARTA, Indonesia 
ll:: (UPI) - A mysterious 
0 diamond-rich island that 
C""\ emerged from the remote 
oo Banda Sea six months ago 
a-- has sunk beneath the wa-

.. ters again, the national 
C""\ Antara news agency said. 

> 
0 z 

Fishermen and sailors 
witnessed last May the 
emergence of a small 
rocky island, one mile off 
the Tayandu island 2,700 
miles east of Jakarta, in 
the Banda sea, Antara 

; said. 
g. The mysterious island 
~ disappeared beneath the 
~ surface of the sea recent­
a' ly, but officials who re­

.E trieved pieces of wood 
~ coming from the rock 

.. said they contained hard 
:;1 minerals identified as 
z diamonds. The entire is­
§5 land was believed to be 
0 
"";) 

rich in precious minerals, 
Antara said_ 

The sudden eDlergence 
and disappearance of the 
mysterious island 
attracted visitors but did 
not disturb the regular 
sea traffic, Antara added_ 
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China Reports 
New Evidence 
Of 'Ape Men' 

PEKING (UPI) - China's Wild­
man Research Association has re­
ported new evidence of ape-like 
creatures similiar to Bigfoot and ~ 
the Abominable Snowman. :::-; 

In a report concluding 35 months ;;; 
of field research, Liu Minzhuang, ft2 
association chairman and member (./) 
of the Chinese Anthropological So- Q 
clety, said he had hair samples and ~ 
1,000 footprint specimens from the ~ 
creatures. ~ 

The Yangcheng Evening New& .. 
said Liu presented the report last ~ 
week to the Science and Technology ~ 
Institute of Guangxi province, a hilly c+ 
region where the "ape men" have ~ 
been reported. The newspaper said ~ 
the presentation included the show- a 
ing of "bits of the wild man's glossy ~ 
golden hair." .. 

The dimensions cited by Liu were ~ 
similiar to reported sightings in 
North America of a large, man-like 
creature covered with hair called )? 
Bigfoot and a simlar creature in the ~ 
Himalayas known as the yeti or Abo- N 
minable Snowman. o 

Liu said most of the specimens of '" 
footprints of the Chinese "ape men" --D 

were 16.5 inches long, and 31 of them a 
were 19 inches long. Liu also said the 
creatures are active in 13 of China's 
2g provinces. 

Three members of a team hunting 
for the creatures last year said they 
spotted one in the Shennongjia 
Mountains of Hubei province in 
south-central China. They said it was 
tall, erect and covered with reddish 
brown fur, a description that con­
forms with other reported sightings. 

~ 
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Seattle man wrapped up in yarns of Loch Ness, Bigfoot 
by Dave Birkland 
Times staff reporter 

Remember the Sasquatches, those huge, ape-like 
creatures that are supposed to live in the mountains 
on the fringes of society? 

They were peek-a-boo creatures, generally known 
as Big Foot, whose existence always seemed to be on 
the verge of being confirmed. Even their feces were 
supposed to have been found and kept in a freezer in a 
north Seattle home. 

But after a time, interest in Big Foot faded. 
Sightlngs became routine. Footprints of the monsters 
became a dime a dozen. Media stories on the 
phenomenon disappeared. 

It was like a breeze cleared the air, and took with 
it the incredible stench that was supposed to be a part 
of the Sasquatch legend. 

But there still was the Loch Ness monster, 
another creature that always has been on the verge of 
being photographed, a picture which would once and 
for all dispel doubt that it exists in a 24-mile-long lake 
in Scotland. 

That mystery has been around since 525 A.D. and, 
from time to time, stories still surface about it but 
they dwell on the adventurers who seek the monster, 
not the legendary creature itself. 

While the stories remain intriguing, both seem to 
have played their course. 

But wait! 
Like the announcer on late-night TV who just said 

you can cut down tree limbs with the knife set you 
will get for $19.95, "But there's still more ... " 

Jon Erik Beckjord, a Seattle man, now has 
managed to rekindle interest in these phenomenona . 
He has been in hot pursuit of Big Foot for years and 
recently tried to pin down the Loch Ness monster. 

He just returned from Scotland where he used 
time-lapse videotape equipment to record what he 
claims may be not one of the Loch Ness monsters, not 
two of the enormous creatures of the deep, but three 
of the behemoths. 

But wait! There's more. 
Almost as an afterthought, Beckjord, in a recent 

interview, stated that he had met and interviewed a 
man who had been kidnapped by a Big Foot tribe. 

Holy Sasquatch! Living proof that the creatures 
exist. 

But wait! 
We can't meet him just yet, Beckjord states. "I'm 

not through with him yet. I want to get his interview 
on film before he is exposed to the barrage of bulls­
that is inevitable." 

How has this man's experience escaped the 
world's notice? 

"He's told only a few friends," Beckjord replies, 
and then adds with certainty,"he's credible." 

Although reluctant to fill in details, Beckjord did 
provide some information about the kidnapped man's 
experience which Beckjord called the "most signifi­
cant" event so far in the search for Big Foot. 

Beckjord calls the man Richard Bigfeather, 
although that is not his real name. 

While Bigfeather was camping alone on the west 
side of the Cascades during the summer of 1968, he 
was kidnapped, Beckjord said. It was at night and he 
was picked up in his sleeping bag, thrown over the 
shoulder of a large creature and taken away. 

While en route, Bigfeather, who is part Indian and 
seemed to understand the creature, began to think, "I 
know who you are and where we are going." The 
creature then put him down and they walked the rest 
of approximately llh miles to the campsite. 

Beckjord said the exchange of thoughts between 

the two shows that the Big Foot people use 
extrasensory perception. 

Bigfeather told Beckjord that there were 17 
creatures at the camp, four males, 12 females and a 
baby. They had relatively little body hair but each 
had head hair down to their waist. The men were 
seven feet tall and the women were six feet tall . They 
wore no clothing. Bigfeather stayed four days and 
nights "learning their ways," Beckjord said. 

The tribe scraped hides but they weren't wearing 
hides. They slept under the trees. All this information 
suggests to Beckjord that the tribe may be modem 
Neanderthals. Bigfeather, 26, is going to be intr~ 
duced to the world "within six months if he is 
willmg," Beckjord said. 

But wait! There's still more! 
In his latest quest, Beckjord managed to produced 

a videotape of "something" on Loch Ness in Scotland. 
Imagination is one's only guide in trying to discern 
what Beckjord has captured on film . 

He maintains that an elongated light shape on the 
otherwise darker water surface is "water motion," 
possibly the wake of what appears to him to be two of 
the monsters. There is a splash in the water and they 
dive. Dark silhouettes just beneath the surface 
suggest to Beckjord that there are three such 
creatures swimming away from the video-taping 
equipment mounted on a hill some 300 yards away. 

Beckjord admits that the film is of poor resolution . 
"I don't think it proves the existence of the Loch Ness 
monster," he said. Only the remains of the creature 
washed up on shore will prove it for sure, he says. 

Beckjord realizes he stretches credibility with his 
tales but he dosen't seem to care whether others 
believe him or not, seemingly secure in his own belief 
that Big Foot people and the Loch Ness monsters 
exist . 

"I admit there is no proof," Beckjord says 
grabbing a roll of toilet paper to demonstrate a point. 
As he slowly unrolled it, he said, "science is 
unraveling slowly. Today's bulls- is tomorrow's 
fact." 

Of Big Foot, he says, "In my opinion it's a 
supernatural creature that is able to leave physical 
traces." He defines those creatures as "gods, fairies 
or demons that will have an effect on human life but 
cannot be caught, killed, tracked down or discov­
ered." 

"We've been schooled to believe everything can be 
discovered if you wait long enough . . . We've been told 
that two and two is four. With Big Foot, two and two 
is five." 

It's hard to draw a bead on Beckjord's veracity. 
He seems sincere as he tells of his quests. 

But then he hands a visitor a copy of a British 
newspaper, the Weekly World News, with a story 
about his recent Loch Ness trip. The headline on the 
paper's top story screams: "M-ermaid Family Found 
in Pacific." In smaller type, it says : "Discovery of 
the century." Then a quote : "I saw human-like beings 
living in the water," says top scientist . 

But even negative publicity helps, Beckjord 
maintains. It rekindles interest and encourages people 
to report their sightings. He acknowledges, however, 
getting a lot of "nut" calls on the "Big Foot Hotline". 

Beckjord, a 35-year-old native of Minnesota, came 
here five years ago from San Francisco, where he 
worked as an urban planner and made television 
commericals. He speaks softly and sounds rational, so 
it comes as a surprise when he says he thinks that 
some species of Big Foot people "seem to have some 
kind of connection with UFOs, either as agents or 
occupants.'' 

He is founder and director of the National 
Cryptozoological Society. Beckjord says cryptozoolo-

Vic Condiotty 1 Seattle Times 
Jon Erik Beckjord with a model of an aquatic dinosaur he says resembles Scotland's mysterious Loch 
Ness monster. 

gical means the study of hidden and anomalous 
(irregular) animals. 

Beckjord operates the society out of his modest 
house in north Seattle and says he occasionally works 
m real estate. But most of his time is spent in pursuit 
nf monsters. He says he supports himself on savings, 
investments, lecture fees and selling photos and 
newsletters about his endeavors. 

But shouldn't a man his age quit chasing the things 
monster books and fairy tales are made of? What do 
his folks think? 

His mother advises, '"do your own thing.·· But 
Beckjord quoted his father as saying, "I should settle 
down, get married and get a decent job." 

But from the way Beckjord has dedicated his life 
to pursuit of the unknown, it dosen't appear likely . 
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