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NEWS-MESSENGER, Lincoln, CA - Dec. 15, 1983 

UFO sighted in Lincoln? 
It's a bird! It's a plane! 

It 's a-well, what the heck 
is it anyhow7 

That's what a News Mes
senger reader on 0 Street 
was asking herself Sunday 
when she observed a bright 
light low in the skies short· 
ly after noon . 

Lincoln was being wrack
ed by a stonn when the 
woman, who lives in the 
senior citizens complex, 
heard a thumping sound 
and noticed that the lights 
in her home dimmed. 

The object appeared to 
be over the old school 
building at Glen Edwards 
School. It didn't appear to 
go behind the trees or was 
bright enough to shine 
through branches of trees 
in the area of I Street. 

"I'm not in the habit of 
seeing thiDp or imagining 

things," said the woman. 
Although Sunday's atorm 

wasn't electrical with light
ning and thunder', lt ia poa
sible that the object wu a 
ball of lightninl or perbape 
caused by tree limt. bit· 
ting against power linea. 

Then again, maybe E.T 
is makinl a comeback. 
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i UFO-viewers sue 
;, U.S. for damages 
rl 

DAYTON (AP) - Two women 
;; and a 1G-year-old boy have sued the 
(\) U.S. government, seeking $20 mil11on 

• in damages for injuries t1iey claim to 
~ have received when they encoun
~ tered an unidentified flying object 

hovering above a country road 
1 Betty Cash, 54, Vicki Landrum, 80, 
~ and her 1G-year-old grandson, Colby 

Landrum, are seeking payment for 
• medical treatment after suffering 

-~ chronic illness and injuries from 
~ what they claim was radiation that 

.S beamed at them from a hovering 
:;! UFO three years ago. 

A lawyer filed the suit in a Hous
~ ton federal court on Wednesday. 

Looking southeast, she 
s,aw a luminous object tra
veling above the level of 
tpe treetops, but below the 
horizon. 

"It was brilliant, abso
lutely brilliant," she said. 
"I've never ever seen any
thing like it." 

UFO Was Reported Sighted in 
FinksBasinArea Monday Night 

w The three claim in the suit that 
• ~he federal government is somehow 

w mvolved and should be held responsi
~ ble for their medical care. 
z The incident OCCUlTed around g: 30 
ch p.m. Dec. 29, 1980, while Cash, Lan
w drum and the youngster were return
~ ing home from a bingo game. 

VICKI LANDRUM •SAW' UFO 
••• wants palcl health care 

Although area police 
agencies said they recei v
ed no calls, several 
residents in the Finks 
Basin area said they saw a 
UFO Monday night. 

City police and East 
Herkimer state police said 
they knew or heard nothing 
about such a sighting, but 
residents in the area, most 
of whom did not waRt to be 
quoted because of the day, 
Halloween, said the object 
bad red lights and bright 
white lights pointing down . 

The UFO was spotted 
about 7 p .m . in the Finks 
Basin area and traveled 
alowly south toward Fall 
Hill . There have been other 

reports of sighting the ob
ject in the Fort Plain area 
and a distance east of the 
Little Falls Thruway in
terchange. 

Some of those who heard 
about the sighting said 
calls were made by others 
to Griffiss Air Force Base 
in Rome. and officials at 
the base reportedly said 
something did appear on 
the radar screen but dis
appeared. 

One woman who saw the 
UFO said it was brown in 
color, round and domed 
shape . She said she had 
been in her kitchen when 
she heard a loud roar , 
much louder than an air
plane. went outside and 
saw the UFO. 

~ Obiect glows in sky 

~ As they drove along a country 
<( road seven miles outside of New 
~ Caney, they noticed a bright object 
~ glowing in the sky. 

The object hovered 60 to 80 feet 
above the road and had such '"intense 
brightness and glow that they 
couldn't make out its shape," said Pe
ter Gerston, a New York attorney 
representing Cash and her friends. 

The object was flaming and gave 
off so much heat and light that Cash 
and her friends could drive no far
ther, Gerston said 

They got out of the car for awhile, 
said Gerston, and Cash rested her 
hand on the vehicle. When she re
moved her hand, he said, she found it 
had left a permanent imprint on the 
car. 

Landrum said the group then 
drove down the road, stopping at a 
small graveyard. She said they 
counted 23 helicopters near the ob
ject, but Gerston said they were una
ble to determine whether the chop-

pers were escorting the object or 
pursuing it 

For a few days after the incident, 
the three people suffered severe 
headaches, nausea, swollen earlobes 
and eyelids, diarrhea and facial blis
ters, Gerston said The health of 
Cash, who received the most expo
sure, "became much worse," be said. 
She was admitted to Parkway Hospi· 
tal for one week and later for two 
more weeks. 

Gerston said that in the year fol
lowing the event they were chronic
ally ill and Cash was "in and out" of 
the hospital from October to Decem
ber 1981. 

Cash and her friends still experi
ence some of the symptoms from 
time to time, including nausea, lou 
of appetite, skin blotches and blis
ters, the lawyer said 

In their suit, Cash, Landrum and 
the boy asked for damages totalling 
$20 million. . 

Gerston said his clients also want 
to determine what type of radiation 
they had been exposed to so they 
could seek appropriate medical 
treatment 
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UFO Rumor Floats About 
By MICHAEL KERRIGAN 

Times Staff Writer 
...; Now that the reported rumor has 
~ hunbered around the county for nearly 

.. three weeks, the quiet speculation that 
u:. a flying saucer landed between Fort 
~ Morgan and Wiggins on Nov. 17 should r, be put In its proper perspective. 

As with most rumors, quotes cannot 
be attributed, faces behind the stories 
tend to fall into a blur. Nothing can be 
substantiated, but the rumor Is there, 
nonetheless . 

According to this particular story, the 
incident - I should say Incidents -
took place early tt)at Thursday mor
ning. The first sighting came at ap
proximately 12 :45 a.m . With red and 
white lights flashing, the object moved 
slowly out of the northeast, from the 
general direction of Sterling, but with a 
more northerly cut. 

However, no sightin~ have been 
reported to the authorities from those 
living In either the Hillrose or Weldona 
areas. 

Guardians of the story theorize this 
first sighted craft to have been on a 
tracking or scouting mission . Spotlights 
were reported to have shined down 

from the ship, lighting the countryside. 
Wide sweeps were made with the lights 
between County Roads 18 and 26 , 
possibly to determine an acceptable 
landing loca lion. 

1bls rumored action went on for eight 
to 12 minutes, depending on the story 
you hear, or which you choose to 
believe. 

The first sigtttlng ended with the craft 
hoverina In the area of Roads P and 9 
From that location the ship paused 
briefiy, then simply disappeared. 

An actual landing Is rumored to have 
taken place more than an hour after the 
Initial sighting, but before daylight. As 
with most crises, or perceived c~~~J 
the actual len~th of time that elapseu 
between the first and second reported 
Incidences differs radically . However, 
all rumors confinn that the touchdown 
of the second craft took place before 
first llght. 

It has not been established whether 
the seeond sighting was the original 
craft on a return mission or a different 
ship entirely . The flashing lights, along 
with the projected beam, are consistent 
details of both rumors . 

However, the described appearance 

of the second craft is wholly in
consistent with the emergence of the 
first. 

The second craft Is reported to have 
dropped from the sky in an unwaivering 
line, stopflng just a few feet above the 
ground. I Is rumored to have made its 
appearance In the same vicinity where 
the first craft disappeared. 

Those responsible for the rumor said 
the ship - nearing the size of a 
Greyhound bus - extended five 
glowing, landing legs then silently 
settled to the ground. 

The mere sighting of the craft 
frightened away all reliable sources, 
but the stories that persist confirm the 
emergence of two shafts of light from 
an o~nlng near one end of the craft. 

Soli samples were believed to have 
been taken from the landing site, 
although this Is Impossible to confirm 
because of the recently plowed nature 
of the ground . 

The possible abduction of a steer also 
has not been confirmed. 

There have been no reports to 
sheriff's deputies of livestock thefts 
from the mentionro art-a . Officials in 
that department have btot>n un:.hl(~ to 

confirm even a source of the rumor of 
the first possible sighting . Am in
vestigation of the rumored landing has 
not been started . 

The craft is believed by some to have 
remained on the ground from four to 10 
minutes before it took off, as it 
descended, in a straight, vertical 
direction. There was no remaining 
evidence to indicate the craft had made 
local contact. 

Speculation regarding the nature of 
the visit has been broad, waxing bet
ween scientific and religious . Com
munist-inspired has also been men
tioned , but this has been dismissed by 
local rumor experts as pure conjecture. 

Morgan County officials have not 
been contacted In regard to the rumors ; 
as a result, no comment regarding 
public safety or precautionary 
measures has come from their office. 

And there you hav£' it : the best and 
most consistent - though least reliable 
- details of the barf'ly pl'rsisling story . 

Limited public dt'hatt' will probably 
go on indl'finitl'ly . 11w m(•rP th1111ght of 
spaceships in Mor!-(an <'ount y is also 
expcd<>d to go nway as soon as th(• 
rumor is forgoth•n . 
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Hoosier leads worldwide search 
from store office for elusive UFOs 

By JOHN J. SHAUGHNESSY 
Star Staff Reporter 

Nappanee, Ind. - You probably 
won't believe this story. but it"s true. 

The setting is the northern part 
of the state, in the town of Nap~ 
panee. Usually the strangest thing 
you see there is a black-dressed 
Amish resident driving his horse·and· 
buggy along a highway. 

But Nappanee also happens to be 
the place to rind Charles L. Tucker 
and his unusual, out·of·this·world or· 
ganlzation. 

The strange thing is that the 55· 
year old Tucker seemed like such a 
likrable. intelligent, normal guy. No 
flashy clothes for Tucker, just dark 
brown p;mts, a light brown sports 
coat, and a tie and sweater that 
coordinated. 

That"s normally the type of per· 
son that believes in UFOs. Tucker 
said. 

thry had seen what thry though t 
was a UFO. 

"EVEN FATHER Theodore Hes 
burgh h11s said that he has seen a 
UFO and believes in them," said 
Tucker. who displayed a photocopy 
of an article that ran in the National 
Enquirer. the tabloid devoted to Hoi 
lywood scandals and diet plans. 
There in the article was a picture of 
the University of Notre Dame presi · 
dent and his account of seeing a 
UFO during a fishing trip in Michi 
gan. 

losophy. Tucker talked with the fer· 
vor of a minister. a position he once 
held. fie saw h1s first UFO in the 
early "60s in Georgia - "a box car 
on fire in thr sky coming down to 
earth" - and his life has never been 
the same. 

Maintaining a mild interest in his 
furniture and bedding business. 
Tucker dedicates most of his time to 
the bureau. traveling to areas where 
UFOs have been sighted. spending 
about $20.000 a year to obtain thou· 
sands of documents from the U.S. 
guvrrnment about UFO investiga· 
tions. 
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You see. Tucker is the director of 
the International UFO Investigative 
Bureau, an organization that wants 
to get all the information it can 
about unidentified flying objects. 

"FOR THE past 20 years. l"ve 
been involved in this. l"ve traveled 
around the world lecturing, listening, 
and searching for any information I 
can get about UFOs. We have 87 
bases around the world, and most of 
the people l"ve come in contact with 
- the people who have seen UFOs 

Thert Tucker referred to another 
National Enquirer article which had 
thr headline. "Investigators Pinpoin t 
Sr.cret UFO Base Under- the Amazon 
Rivr.r.·· 

TUCKER KEEPS all those gov· 
ernmcnt documents in four large file 
cabinets on the second floor . an arra 
whrre pa~ntings of imaginary UF'Os 
strrtch across every wall and into 

llFOs are a daily con<'f'rn for Charlt>s Turker 
Nappanee man directs worldwide UFO investigative bureau 

EVENING NEWS, Salem MA - Nov. 28 1 1983 
CR: B. Greenwood 

Strange. right? But even stranger 
i~ the fact that the bureau's head· 
quarters is located in a building that 
also doubles as the site of Tucker's 
furniture and bedding business. 

INSIDE THE building. a figure 
'With an expressionless face leads 
~sitors past stacks of cushions and 
into Tucker's somewhat eccentric of· 
nee. 

In the oflice. a 2'>Hoot high ce· 
nmic tiger rests on one side of the 
red shag and a leopard. on the other; 
a painting of a Mexican struggling 
with his burro decorates a wall. and 
the pillows on the couch depict na· 
ked native women . 

....._, 

- arc credible people. 

''I'm not dealing with people of 
questionable character. Farmers. 
professors. priests, doctors and law· 
yers have seen them. And 63 percent 
of our astronomers and 57 percent of 
our scientists believe they exist. 
There's no question that believing in 
UFOs is accepted." 

Indeed. the most recent Gallup 
poll on the subject indicated that a 
solid majority of Americans - about 
57 percent - believe in UFOs. Col· 
lege-educated and younger people 
believed the most. The survey also 
showed that 11 percent, or a project· 
ed 13 million Americans, also said 

"I don't hold the belief that UFOs 
come down from the millions of 

· . . .. .d T k every room. 
planets 10 our unlver_se, sal uc . A sample documenl is one from 
rr. a respected busiOessman. hu_s· 1950 in which an investigator for the 
band and father who was quoted 10 Air Force noted that "three so·called 
the article. flying saucers have been recovered 

"I THINK we can find them right in New Mexico. They were described 
here on earth. Down in Brazil. in an as being circular in shape with 
area called The Devil's Grav~yard . raised centers. Each one was occu· 
many people. including pilots and pied by three bodies of human shape 
sfiip captains, have .seen UFOs go but only three feet tall. dressed in 
into the water and come out again. A metallic cloth." 
lot of people believe there are ad· The documents help Tucker sup· 
vanccd civilizations living under the port some of his theories. theories 
sea " which hold that aliens became rna · 

A Michigan native with several rooned on earth and mated with 
college degrees in religion and phi · humans. that aliens have IQs of 2000. 

STAR , Indianapol is , IN - Jan , 15 , 1984 CR: C. Jones 

that aliens arc becoming increasing 
ly concerned about our potential to 
destroy the earth with nuclear weap· 
ons. 

"THE TRAGEDY of the situation 
is that the public doesn't realile all 
the information the government has 
about UFOs. Do vou realize that 55 
percent of all the UFO sightings 
have been by military personnel? 
The government doesn't think UFOs 
are harmful to our national defense 
so they"ve decided not to pursue the 
ISSUe ." _ 

Tuckrr said he c<~n undrrstand 
whrn olhrrs don't believe. but .for 
him therr Is no doubt. 

"'Thr thing is that ~i percent of 
UFO rrports can he explained as 
either stars. hot air b <~l loons. hang 
gliders. etc. And anothrr I percrnt 
are just hoaxes. But thPrr are those 
2 percent or the reports th ai just 
can't be explained away. I know 
UFOs exist and I don't care what 
people say." 

With that said. Tucker h~adf'd 
back to his office with the. strange 
couch pillows: the office th:11 serves 
as headquart!'rs for a furniture busi · 
nrss and UFO investigations: the 
officr found in the samr town where 
thr Amish drive their hor~e lJid but
gies. 
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The localatudy group was orpniz
ed when John Schuessler, heaa pro
ject engineer for the hlghly
auceeaaful shuttle which McDoMeU
Dou&las has on loan to NASA, 
diacovered that several colleagu. 
and friends shared his faacinatlon 
with UFOs. 

Formerly a St. Louisan, 
Schuessler and McDonneii-Douglu 
cteslan engineer Cliff Palmberg 
discovered in 11165 that they had 
"common interests," according to 
John Schroeder, regional chairman 
of MUFON and a member of the 
UFO Study Group of Greater St. 
Louis. 

Schroeder, staff communicator 
for the Missouri Lutheran Church 
Synod, says Schuessler and 
Palmberg got together with Willard 
Armstrong, formerly a professor of 
electrical engineering and physics 
at Washington University . In 1969, 
the three formed the nucleus of a 
UFO study group which first met at 
each others' homes once a month, 
Schroeder recalls . 

Three or four months after the 
first meetings, Schroeder says he 
got wind of the small group and join
ed. "The meetings were more or less 
a mutual sharing of information," 
he adds. Now the SO-member group 
channels its discoveries to MUFON 
and to the Center for UFO Studies in 
Evanston, Ill., he says . 

It is estimated that the UFO Study 
Group of Greater St. Louis has in
vestigated approximately 4,500 
sightings in the bi-state region since 
the group was formed in 1969. Since 
the group was not incorporated until 
1972, it took a number of years 
before one man's idea became a 
reality . 

No engineer or scientist, 
Schroeder says his interest in the ex
traterrestrial objects stems from a 
relatively close encounter with what 
he believes to have been an alien 
craft during his youth. It took place 
in 1941 in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Schroeder, then 17, was a grocery 
store clerk. He left work one Satur
day night in early November and 
met his older brother, an employee 
at a nearby hardware store. The two 
bought a carton of ice cream before 
setting out for home. Both hoped to 
make it home before a storm hit 
their community, Schroeder 
remembers. 

"We were running home to avoid 
the rain storm, when the ground was 
suddenly lit up by a huge arc of 
light. '' he reports . Looking up. he 
recalls seeing ··an intense blue white 
light" emitting from behind low 
cloud cover . The two stopped in their 
tracks, then saw the bright lights 
much more clearly as a disc came 
through the cloud bank and hovered 
over a house. 

Its appearance reminded 
Schroeder of " brushed aluminum,'' 
he says, adding that there were no 
"rivets" or seams to break the ob
ject's polished surface. 

"The grid at the bottom of the 
saucer was bright white ," Schroeder 
says, elaborating on the description. 

As it came down to a distance of 25 
feet above the boys , the white grid 
ran in "waves" in one direction 
across the bottom of the metal ob
ject. When the disc hovered , the 
waves were pulsating from the 
center of the dish to the outer 
perimeter, he explains . 

"It looked like it was a self
contained system. There was very 
little energy loss ,'' he says . He adds 
that the disc had about eight small 
circles which flashed lavender. 
alternating with eight more which 
flashed orange. "Those are opposite 
colors on the chromatic scale," ex
plains Schroeder, an accomplished 
artist. 

"It stayed 30 seconds at least. 
Meanwhile, we got drenched,' ' he 
says , smiling . ''We both saw 
something that looked like a small 
figure sitting inside, working con
trols ." The two were able to see the 
entity because it appeared in a 
transparent dome located on the top 
of the saucer. 

Without a moment's notice, the 
craft "angled up at a 30-degree 
angle and disappeared through a 
cloud," he recalls . 

As chief field investigator for the 
local UFO study group, St. Louisan 
Charles Adams is among the first to 
be alerted when a UFO sighting is 
reported to the organization. 

The last sighting recorded in the 
greater St. Louis area took place in 
December of 1983, says Adams, but 
he declined to elaborate because the 
case is still under investigation. 

Though a believer in the existence 
of UFOs, Adams takes an objective 
approach when a sighting is 
reported. 

Though a believer in the liFO 
phenomenon, Adams' response to 
such calls is purely objective. 

The investigat ive proceu 
"becomes a question of probabilities 
- it was probably this, or it was r..ro
bably that," says Adams. "Its a 
matter of going throulh all the 
<natural) explanations, until you 
come to the one that it is ." When a 
silbting caMot be identified, the in
vestigator has to make up his own 
mind as to what he thinks the 
witness saw, Adams says. 

According to Adams, the moat 
typical siahting occurs at night, and 
in that instance the first objective of 
the investigator is to rule out the 
possibility of airplr.nes, stars , adver
tising aircraft, and weather 
balloons. 

If necessary, local agencies , such 
as community police departments, 
the planetarium and various faculty 
members of nearby colleges may 
become involved the verification 
process, says Adams. 

For instance, he explains, a pro
fessor in a college science depart
ment may be able to confirm or deny 
a natural environmental cause for 
the sighting by answering the ques
tion- "Could this' be swamp gas?"
in pursuit of solving one hypothetical 
case. 

Police departments can verify 
whether or not similiar reports were 
filed for the same sighting, while in
fonnation from planetarium sources 
will verify the positions of stars at 
particular times, Adams notes . The 
agencies may also refer calls about 
UFO sightings to the organization, 
he says. 

Adams, an electronics engineer at 
AT&T Technologies , believes "the 
normal progression of mankind is to 
outer space. " His interest in man 's 
relationship to outer space was 
heightened during his tenure as 
senior engineer on the Inertial 
Guidance System Project of the 
Gemini space program. "Gemini 
proved man could exist in space," he 
says. 

Of alien beings visiting the Earth 
in strange space crafts , Adams con
tends that a recent public tendency 
to neither believe nor disbelieve is 
more prevalent now because of the 
space program. "People are becom
ing more open-minded," he claims. 
Further, he says, "It's never been 
proven that it can't be." 

Adams says his strong belief in 
UFO existence is tied to a memo. 
dated March 22, 1950, sent from the 
Strategic Air Command to the direc 
tor of the FBI. It was released under 
the Freedom of Information Act, 
says Adams, and according to his 
sources is an authentir government 
document. In part, the document 
reads : 

An investigator for the Air Forces 
stated that three so-called n_ving saucers 
had been recovered in New Mexico. They 
were described as being circular in shape 
with raised centers. approximately 50 
feet in diameter. Each one was occupied 

by three bodies of human shape but only 3 
foot tall, dressed in metallic cloth ... 

When an unidentified flying object 
has been reported , there are 
generally two standard descriptions 
given to investigators, says Adams . 

The first is commonly known as 
the "flying saucer." According to 
Adams, this first kind is circular, 
with a transparent dome on top and 
often has protrusions from the bot
tom. The disc -shaped objects 
generally emit a glow from the bot
tom, "like neon or mercury, " says 
Adams, which he says is probably 
the result of energy developed by the 
machine which ionizes the a ir 
around it. 

The other common description is a 
space ship of triangular shape, with 
lights on the bottom side rather than 
a glow, and typically the lights are in 
colors . One witness described such a 
ship as a "piece of French toast with 
two corners cut off," said Adams. 
Such analogies are attempts by 
witnesses to relate totally foreign 
images to a common experience, he 
noted. 

Only about 10 percent of reported 
sightings are rendered inexplicable. 
says Adams, and of that number, on
ly 5 percent <excluding cases that in
volve "abductions" and the element 
of "lost" time, which will be explain
ed later ) might include alien 
sightings. 

Sightings of extraterrestrial be
ings also tend to be consistent in 
description, Adams points out. 

One creature common in reports , 
referred to in the MUFON Field In
vestigator's Manual as "dwarfs," 
stands only three and one-half feet 
tall , with large, rounded heads. 
round eyes and disproportionately 
long arms. The manual also in
dicates that dwarfs are often seen 
wearing shiny, silver coveralls and 
helmets . 

" Normals ," according to the 
manual, are the second most com
mon type of alien being reported. 
Similar in appearance to humans, 
these aliens are reported to be five to 
six feet tall with slanted or oval eyes 

(continued on page 4) 3 



(continued trom page 3 - CLAYTON CITIZEN , 1 

St. Louia, MO - Jan. 25, 1984) 
and ._ pronouneed DOleS and aecepted coUection of facts COIIUDOil 
mouttll. In mo.t fi tbe abductioo to most sightinga. 
cues tbe entitiel delcrlbed are nor- Yet, in the 35 or so years which 
mal&. This type wears different- have passed since the first UFO 
eolored suits and helmets . sighting, there is "no solid 

Investigators are taught that entl- knowledge" on which to build, 
ty observations usually fall into two Kretsch observes. His inclination to 
categories -intentional and uninten- look for facts instead of relying on 
tiooal encounters. observations comes from a concen-

Accord.ing to the MUFON trainina trated scientific background. 
manual, witnesses have describeCI Kretsch graduated from Nor-
unintentional encounters when en- thwestern University in 1975 with a 
tities appear to be surprised by the bachelor of arts degree in 
pnllence of the witness . The witness astronomy. Thr~ years later, he 
may be paralyzed, "by a ray or graduated fr!>m Southern Illinois 
foree field of some kind until the en- Uruvers1ty With a master of arts 
tity leaves, ' • as stated in the manual. degree in physics. He earned yet 

An intentional encounter may be another master 's degree from Pur-
apparent in cases where UFOs land due University in 1981 after having 
near homes or on roadways block- studied photogrammetry. the 
ing vehicles. Such Iandi~, as science of making reliable 
described in the training manual, measurements by the use of 
usually occur in less populated photographs, and aerial photos in 
areas . particular. 

Whatever the case, Adams in- Such a background can be both 
dicates a witness wiU only be en- helpful and a . hmdr.ance ~ he 
dangered if the entities feel remarks. It prov1des h1m w1th . a 
threatened. "They are peaceful peG- good perspect1ve .o~ extraterrestnal 
pie," he believes. phenomena, ret It IS so .complex as 

Hypnosis, according to Adams, is to confound h1s ex.Pll:'nahons to those 
a specialized tool of investigation Without the spec1ahzed knowledge, 
used in rare cases. ' he says. 

In order to obtain data such as "The way that we look at our data 
distances or height, an investigator distorts our beliefs, " Kretsch says in 
may stage what Adams refers to as resJ>Onse to a query as to whether he 
a "dummy run," _ having the believes tn U~Os . .. 
witness re-enact the alleged Us10g the term ufology to refer 
sighting. to th~_study of UFOs, Kretschnotes 

The challenge to an investigator, that 10 order for 1t to be a sc1ence. 
says Adams, is to " take one piece of we have to have a body of fundamen-
evidence _you don't know where it 's tal knowl~,dge that peoplt; generally 
going to come from or what form it 's agree. ~n .. As yet, there 1s none, he 
going to take _ and develop it. .. says. Th1s m1ght be one ofour.~oals 
Combining that shred of data with to eventually accomplish , he 
other pieces of the information puz- suggests . . 
zle will someday lead to the clear If . most of the reports he 10-
picture, believes Adams veshgates as an astronomer. offer 

UFO field investigat~rs are re- httle fact~al ev1dence on wh1ch to 
quired to attend a 14-hour training base a behef, one may wonder why 
session, led by Adams. Persons in- Kretsch concerns h1mself w1th the 
terested in such training need not group, a phenomenon 10 ttself. . 
have a scientific bakground, says H~ frank!>: adm1ts t~at he !s 
Adams, emphasizing, "All you have fasc':"at~ w1th the subJect. Thts 
to have is the willingness to do it." captivation :-vas enough to compel 

For the time invested, Adams says Kretsch to fmd out more about the 
an investigator will be called upon to UFO Study Group of Greater St. 
use his skills maybe twice each Louis . "These groups usually 
year. generate data about UFOs, . and I 

For non-believers, discovering the wanted to understand .. how 1t was 
natural cause behind each case is gathert;d and sel~ted_. he says. 
only a question of time. Iromcally , ~IS . mvolvement 

For Adams, each sighting that can precl~d~ an ?bJectlve .~tudy of the 
be explained by natural causes br- gro~p s 1~vest1gatlons . I ended up 
ings him closer to the case that can 't ~ethn~ mvolved m the process 
be explained. 1tself, wrylY comments Kretsc~ . 

" I know someday I'll get a good Immers10n ha~ 1ts good pomts , 
case, one of those real good ones, if r however. According to Krets~h . the 
just stick with it long enough." study group prov1des h1m With the 

means to put his background in 
astronomy and physics to good use ; 

At least one member of the UFO 
Study Group says he cannot accept 
the findings of investigations at their 
face value. 

Both witnesses and investigators 
read into their observations not only 
current perceptions but also those 
which have been collected in their 
memories, says Jeff Kretsch, presi
dent of the St. Louis study group. He 
works as a map-maker for the U.S. 
Department of Defense. 

Kretsch says he must base his 
study of UFOs on a generally-

he is an avowed puzzle-solver. 
He has participated in "a couple of 

dozen direct investigations," he 
estimates. Of those, there were "a 
few that didn't pan out." Yet, there 
were also "a few that I couldn't ex
plain," he acids. 

This fact keeps Kretsch's interest 
alive, but it also strengthens hi.! 
need for finding factual evidence 
behind observations . " I don "t 
believe because I can' t prove (the 
existence of UFOs .> But I don ·t 
disbelieve it. either. I think it 's 
something worth studying. ·· 

LEDGER-STAR, Norfolk, VA 

A chilling 
secret at 
Langley? 
Is the Peninsula hiding a deep, dark 

aecret? Is there something over there a bU 
more Intriguing than Buckroe Beach, a 
dry dock or two In Newpon News, Satur
day night in Phoebus? 

Writer and researcher Larry W. Bry
ant of Alexandria thinks so. 

He was here not long ago, dropping 
hints about long-dead creatures from outer 
apace packed in ice and hidden some
where deep Inside Langley Air Force Bue 
In Hampton. 

If it is true, here is the biggest news 
story since Burger King switched to Pepsi . 

Bryant, director of the 5-year-old Cit
Izens Against UFO Secrecy and a native of 
the Peninsula, has been making a pest 
of himself as far as the U.S . government 
Is concerned. He recently sued the Air 
Force in federal coun in Washington, 
D.C., demanding that the government 
surrender any and all extraterrestrials it 
has found in crash landings over the 
years. 

While poking around Hampton, Bry-
ant told me, "The Air Force quite literally 
has skeletons in its closet - the re-
mains of UFO occupants retrieved over 
the past 37 years." 

Nonsense, said a spokesman for the 
Air Force at Langley. Since 1948 the Air 
Force has investigated 12,618 sightings 
of UFOs and explained all but 701. 

Bryant insists that the Air Force is 
stonewalling. 

He said, "I'm waiting for somebody 
In the Air Force to come out of the closet 
and say, 'Hey, look. I'm tired of keep-
ing this secret, and I want to share It with 
the world. • Langley Field has long been 
rumored as a way station for hardware 

Larry 
Bonko 

and bodies of creatures recovered from 
alien spacecraft." 

Langley Field captured the interest 
of the Citizens Against UFO Secrecy three 
years ago when a book written by 
Charles Berlitz and William L. Moore 
("The Roswell Incident," Grosset and 
Dunlap publishers) came out. The authors 
quote a former Air Force Officer who 
said he saw the remains of nine aliens at 
Wri~t-Patterson Air Force B11se iu 
Ohio seven years ago. 

Dec. 28, 1983 CR: L. Br,yant 
Ollpqe ... wrltcen, ''The nine de
~ alieni were .,...erved under ...,_ 
freeze condtUonlln well-lllhted, thick 
Jlau enclosures. The officer described the 
6odles as short In stature, about four 
feet In height and what appeared to be 
pyillh skin. The officer had been In
formed that allen spacecraft were bein& 
kept at Wright-Patterson, McDill Air 
Porce Base In Florida and Langley Field." 

Creatures short In stature with gray
tab skin? Sounds like somebody's In-laws. 

Bryant said he has a gut feeling that 
rumors of aliens in crash landings are 
true. 

"I believe In the Langley connec
tion," he said. 

If you have any secrets to share with 
Bryant, write to him at 3518 Martha Cuatla 
Drive, Alexandria, Va . 22302. 

Bryant would have us believe that 
the Air Force at Langley was keeping 
things- scary things- from as long 
ago as 1959. Maybe it is just a coinci
dence, but that was the year when a 
15-year old schoolboy, Mark G. Muza, saw 
a flying saucer over Poquoson ("it hov
ered over my head") and fired two blasts 
from his 12-gauge shotgun into it . 

Really? 
"Yes, I did," Muza said after I 

tracked him down in Newpon News where 
he is a police detective. He remembers 
the UFO as a queer-looking thing with a 
black body and silver trim. 

Muza never saw it again . He remem
bers the sighting as if it happened yester
day. "I have no idea what I saw," the 
man said. 

Bryant asks, "Can you dismiss re
pons like that as a bunch of baloney?" 

He calls the UFO cover-up bigger 
than Watergate. 

"Give us bodies, give us hardware," 
he asks the Air Force. 

Give us creatures. 
The Air Force will never do that. 

Imagine the impact. Creatures from outer 
space reach Earth! The stock market 
would collapse. People would fall out into 
the streets in a panic. Children would 
sob. Women would faint. Men would run 
for the hills . And you would never be 
able to get a plumber when you need one. 

"Aliens? What aliens?" 

DAILY REVIEW, Athens, TX- Jan. 29, 1984 CR: T. Adams 

Woman believes she 
was stopped by UFO 

By SCOTI' ELLIOTI' 
Review Managing Editor 

SEVEN POINTS - A Cedar Creek 
Lake Area woman claims to have been 
" stopped" by what she believes was an 
unidentified flying object (UFO ) 
Friday night while driving on Hwy. 85, 
six miles west of here. 

C&Folyn Green, 35, reported to Sevt:n 
Points police she and her seven-year
old son, Timothy, were ' 'forced into a 
ditch" by some unknown entity about 
8:1S. They were coming back from 
Ennis where they had visited Ms. 
Green's uncle . 

Ms. Green (address Rt. 2, Hwy 90, 
Mabank ) told the Review she was later 
pulled over by a Seven Points 
patrolman and issued a speeding 
citation. 

"(After the UFO incident) I found 
myself driving 7S miles per hour down 
the highway," she said. " I was in 
shock. The policeman pulled me over 

and gave me a ticket. I told him what 
happened, but I don't think he believed 
me .. . just thought I was trying to get out 
of a ticket. 

"I will be happy to pay the ticket," 
she added. "All that matters to me is 
that people believe I'm telling the truth. 
Both me and my son will be glad to take 
a polygraph test." 

Ms. Green said she was driving about 
SS mph when the "force" brought her 
1979 Mercury to a halt in a roadside 
ditch. 

"We were driving along and all of a 
sudden my lights. began flashing off and 
on. Then something pulled me off the 
road ... literally took control of the 
steering wheel,' ' she said. ''The car was 
literally driving itself. I tried to turn it 
around and couldn't." 

Ms. Green said neither she nor her 
son saw anything until after the car had 
come to rest. 

"Then we noticed some red, flashing 

lights above us," she said. " It (the 
lights) kind of hovered over us then 
came right into the car. It lit up the 
whole car. My hair was standing on 
end. My son was frightened, asked, 
'Mommy, what is it? • I didn't know." 

Ms. Green says she doesn't know how 
long she and her son were in the ditch. 

"It may have been a matter of 
seronds or minutes .. .I just don't know," 
she said. "All I am certain of is when I 
regained my senses, I found tnyself 
speeding down the highway." 

Ms. Green, a mother of two and 
resident of the lake area for 10 years, 
says she doesn't expect anyone to 
believe her story but felt it was her duty 
to report it anyway. 

"I've talked to police and you people 
(the newspaper), and I'm going to call 
the military next," she said. " I don't 
have any idea of what it (the force ) 
was, but I think people should know 

about it. 
" I know folks are going to say I'm 

nuts," she added. "Nothing like this has 
ever happened to me before, and I 
never expected it to. I'm a law-abiding 
citizen. I wasn't drinking, and I don't 
fool around with drugs. I know what I 
saw, and my little boy knows what he 
saw. Maybe I could dismiss it (the 
force) as an airplane if my little boy 
hadn't been there with me to ex
perience the whole thing, too. But his 
account of what happened is the same 
as mine, so I can't dismiss it. I think it 
was a UFO of some kind." 
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Betty Hill re111eniliers 
=~~~"~al~ ~~-~ Her interest in UFOs ~m~=~taUtbe 

continues unabated 
' 'SUddenly the ship became • 

bright glowing obj ect, and It ap
peared to roll JJke a ball turn ing over 
about three or four t imes and tlteiJ 
SIJiling Into the sky. In a moment if 
was gone ... We got in the car Mid 
Barney started driving. He s.Jd 
nothing during this whole ex
perience, so I turned to him and ask
ed, 'Do you believe in flying saucers, 
now? ' He replfed, ·Don 't be 
ridiculous.' Then ~heard the~ 
ing on the c11r again, and I ll1ou6ht. 
good luck, good bye, ami I am going 
to forget about you. If you want me 
to forget. I wtll, and I will not tallc. " 
rAn excerpt from the book "The In
terrupted Journey, " by John G 
Fuller. 

By DWIGHT ADAMS 
Staff Writer 

Well . Betty broke her promise and 
she did talk . Eighteen years ago, her 
story made front ·page headlines 
throughout the world . Reporters 
came to visit her from London, 
Paris, Italy and Canada for inter
views . Movie and television pro
ducers wanted to capture her ex
perience on film . People still arrive 
at her doorstep unexpected. 

Betty Hill of Portsmouth, a retired 
social worker with a master's 
degree from the University of New 
Hampshire, is c:onsidered by some 
people to be rather candid, even ec
centric . 

However, almost no one disputes 
her disarm ing honesty or sincerity 
about a subject which some folks 
doubt even exists. Betty, in fact, Is 
an addicted UFO observer. That's 
right. She llkes to look for Uniden
tified Fly ing Objects wh irling 
through the night. (Remember to 
say UFO, for " flying saucers" will 
only provoke a cold shoulder from 
Betty.> 

By her own admission, she Is the 
res ident expert on the subject, in an 
area of the country where many 
res idents cla i m f i rst -hand 
knowledge. Since 1965, Exeter, 
Kingston, Portsmouth and other 
areas of the state have been deluged 
with reported sightings of strange, 
unexplained aircraft. There's even a 
site in E liot, Ma ine called "UFO 
Alley," where residents once lined 
up for weeks in their cars and pick
up trucks, just to get a glimpse of the 
alien visitors. 

" UFO's are around and to most 
people in New Hampshire they're 
accepted," says Betty. " We liv~ in 
peaceful CCH!Xistence with them. 

She adds that people here on the 
Seacoast know a great deal more 
about UFO's than anyone else she>s 
met . That means ~ lot of peoph! 
since Betty stm lectures to au
diences around the country about 
her personal experiences with 
t; FO's - at a fee of $1,000 plus ex
penses, arranged b~ her agent. 
Those trips usually mclude press 
conferences, and a stop by the local 
radio sta tion for a chat with the talk
show host. 

More recently, she appeared twice 
on " Lie Detector," the syndicated 
television show with famed-attorney 
F . Lee Bailey, to tell her story under 
the rigid analysis of a polygraph 
machine . Also Reader's Digest Con
densed Books published a shortened 
version of her experience a few mon
ths ago. 

Why are people interested in 
anything Betty Hill has to say? " I've 
been written up In just abo~t 
everything. Ours is the first valid 
case of people being on board a 
UFO, of people actually having con
tact," she says. 

couldn't remember what. The 
physical evidence wu there. Betty's 
loin d.reu, with unexplained pink 
ltAIJna on It ; scuff marks on Barney's 
lboes: strange, shlnv clr.c:Jes on their 
car's tnmk, which made a hand-held 
compass refuse to point and 
wristwatches that had stopped. 

Four long yean of anxiety about 
that night and dreams of UFOs were 
finally ended In 196$, when Betty and 
Barney, under the advice of friends, 
decided to see a Boston psychiatrist, 
Dr. Benjamin Simon. Under Simon's 
consultation, - using medical or 
deep hypnosis - Betty and Barney 
revealed a strange tale of belnll 
chased and later captured by aliens, 
from a spaceship. 

" For a long time they just follow
ed us. For one thing we kept stopp
Ing the car and looking at them,' ' she 
says. She says the aliens were in
terested in capturing them, because 
they had such different physical ap
pearances. Betty is white and her 
husband, Batney, who died In 1969, 
black. 

ALIEN EXPERIMENTS 
One of the experiments the aliens 

performed on Betty and Barney was 
to scrape off a few skin flakes, with a 
tool resembling a letter opener, she 
says. "Where else could they find 
two entirely different types of peo
ple? When a UFO captures a person, 
they want to do some kind of 
research on their own and they just 
grab somebodr who is handy to do 
the testing on.' 

Betty says the leader and the ex
aminer also spoke English to her, 
though in a foreign accent. She ask
ed him after he led her into the ship, 
" What the hell do you want with 
me?" One of the reasons the alien 
spoke to her, she adds, was to 
reassure her that she wouldn' t be 
harmed. 

Aliens speaking to the people 
observing them Is not that unusual, 
accord In !I to Betty. She theorizes 
that UFOs and their crews are 
assigned to different parts of Earth, 
where they learn the various 
languages and study native cul tures . 

One woman In Pennsylvania call
ed Betty to tell her about a UFO that 
talked to tier while she was driving 
her car and said what some people 
may consider to be to the point ; 
" You have great confusion in your 
government." Another man m South 
Carolina reported that a UFO had 
nown over him and remarked "WJ\Y 
do you klll your brothers?" 
However, the most universal ques
tion al iens ask, according to Betty, b 
" What time is it?" 

Betty says her mother and sister 
In Kingston have also viewed many 
UFOs near there. In fact, back In 
1957, when her sister told Betty and 
Barney that she had seen a 
spaceship. they didn' t take her story 
that seriously. 

Betty remembers back to tbe 
night she was captured and says she 
wasn' t scared up unW the last 
moments before being taken. " Then 
I really panicked , they had 
separated into two groups and sur
rounded the car ... But by then, I 
never had a chance to run." 

She also remembered an Incident 
that proved to her, she says, that her 
experience really happened. One 
night at Dr. Simon's house, Barney, 
while under hynosis, tried to rise 
from hb chair and run as he was re
enacting his resistance to being caJr 
tured by the aliens. "But as he 
started to run, his legs just slipped 
out from under him and there wasn't 
anything on the floor. It was as lf he 
had been tackled by someone." 

ALIEN APPEARANCES 

SECRET LAUNCH PAD 
Whatever their oplntons, Be~ 

Isn't about to let tbe "debuokera' 
prevent IMir from enjoying ,_. 
favorite hobby- watching and talk
Ing UFOs. Already she has taken 
color slides of more than 150 dif
ferent spaceships at a secret lauo
chlng pad near Exeter, she saya. 
"Actually It's never bothered me a 
bit when people say tbey doa't 
believe me. I'm not trytnc to prove 
anything. I don't know of anything.~ 
the world that everyone agrees on. 

She says she has seen all types of 
spacecraft at her launch Site : lit
eluding mushroom shapes, ham
burger shapes, cylinder-Uke UFOs 
with something resembling a 
sailboat keel undernealh, and evea 
ones that looked surprisingly Uke a 
house, with slanted sides. One of hw 
favorites ts a round ball, usually red, 
but sometimes green or other colors, 
that looks " as big as a full moon." 

Betty remembers another Incident 
where someone, besides the aliens, 
seemed concerned about their inter
racial marriage. Back ln the mld-
1960S, after her book was first 
published, several movie producers 
approached her about makmg a film 
of her adventure ; under the condi
tion that they would use either an all 
black or all white couple to play the 
Hills' parts. 

' 'We said no way," Betty recalls. 
Instead, she waited until 1975, when 
another producer decided to cast 
James Earl Jones, a black actor, as 
Barney ; and Estelle Parson, who Is 
white, as herself. The television 
movie that resulted was called the 
" UFO Incident, " and the producer 
flew Betty to New York for a private 
showing. 

As far as later-day movie depic
tions of UFOs go, Betty says they 
aren' t that accurate, especially their 
choices in allen characters. "Cer
tainly they generate a lot of publicity 
about UFOs, but the aliens didn't 
look anything like those In 'Close En
counters' or 'ET' . They're different 
from us, but they're not that weird." 

SIGHTING SUGGESTIONS 
Betty has a simple suggestion for 

people who want to watch for UFOs, 
even though she won' t describe the 
" secret signal" she uses to attract 
them at her launch site : first, 
understand the legal lighting of 
a irplanes, so you know when you're 
not looking at one, and also mate 
sure you bring binoculars. Other
wise, " Just watch the skies and 
check out every light you see - don't 
just assume It's a plane." 

Even though she says UP'OI aiiiO 
appear during the day, the best time 
to see them Ia at nlllht, betweea I 
and i o'clock. Most of them are 
small not at all like the hup. 
"mother ship" that starred In 'Cioee 
Encounters. "If they were that big, 
everyone would know about them. 
1bey're aorl of sneaky actually. 
Often they ny around with no lipta 
on at all. And then they tum them on 
and there they are, rlgbt in front of 
you." 

Times have changed a great deal 
from the 1940s, when people used to 
moot at UFOs with their shotgunsl 
says Betty. However, she adds thn 
1be human race's hostility has kept 
more UFOs from trying to make 
contact. To counter that, she 
believes that tM friendly approach 
- i~certatnly the most dtplomatk:. 

"There's always the posslbUity of 
lnterractlon between the observer 
and the UFO. I always tell people in 
my lectures, when you see a UFO 
greet It and say 'HI' . Tbey do th1a 
and they often get a reaction. Then 
they call me and tell me all about 
It,'' she Sllys with a laugh. 

Even though UFOs are f~inating 
and seem to be at least as mterested 
tn us as we are in them, Betty cau
tions those who watch- not to get 
toociO&e. 

In Russia, which has docllJ!lented 
at least three human kidnappmgs by 
UFOs, she says, three scientists 
thought they would walk up to l 
grounded UFO and examme it. 
When the first one got too close, he 
collapsed unconscious after being 
struck by a beam emanating from 
the craft . The others had to drag him 
away and he ended up In a hospital 
for a week after the incident. 

She also told the story of three 
women from Lexington, Ky ., who 
were captured by aliens and then 
tested for their resistance to pam. 
One died shortly after her release. 

Even though she says she has had 
experiences with UFOs, including 
being chased in her car since her 
first Incident back in 1961, Betty 
says the attention doesn' t bother her 
at all. She does someUmes feel a 
strange mixture of curiouslty and 
frlgbt, bowever, when the UFOs.-p
proacb too near. In fact, she still 
"takes off" and runs from them, at 
times. 

"I don't think they'd capture me 
again. If I thought that, I'd never go 
out again," she says. "There'• 
something about UFOs. You can 
watch them from a distance, but If 
they get within a certain limit you 
panic . You get nervous and very 
scared and you take off. I still have 
tDtt reaction, even now.'' 

It all began, with a week·long 
series of newspaper articles publish
ed in the Boston Traveler in October 
of 1965, and a subsequent book writ
ten in 1966 by John G. Fuller, a 
freelance writer, about Betty Hill' s 
experience. The book, titled " The In
terrupted Journey," Is about Betty's 
and her husband, Barney 's, capture 
and physical examination by allen 
beings. 

In the book ''The Interrupted 
Journey," which has since been 
published In at least five languages, 
the Hills described the aliens as 
resembling, short, bald humans, 
with high foreheads, such as 
Mongoloid children often have. They 
also had large, "wrap-around" 
eyes ; no ears; nostrils, but no noses 
and thin lips. Their skin was a 
bluish-grey, almost metallic in ap
pearance and they had no noticeable 
hair . The leader, according to Betty, 
looks Identical to a sculpture sbe 
keeps in the house - nicknamed 
Zeta Jr. - created by a friend from 
drawings Betty scribbled of the 
aliena. 

Radio newsman, otl1ers 
report UFO near Crossett 

On Sept. 19, 1961, Betty and 
Barney Hill were driving home, 
south on Route 3, after a vacation In 
Canada . On one section of the trip, 
about 35 miles between Indian Head 
and Ashland, New Hampshire, Betty 
and Barney couldn' t remember 
anything about the drive; no land
marks, no people, no motels, 
nodi in g. 

By the time they returned home, 
Betty says, they knew that 
something was wrong, someUI.iftl 
had happened to them, but they 

Even though she believes in UFOs 
and her own experience, Betty says 
there are many people out there who 
are telling fanciful stories about be
ing captured and taken on trips In 
spaceships, just to receive publlclty. 
" I don ' t believe any of them," sbe 
remarks. Even so. she still scorns 

From Democrat News Services 

CROSSETT - A UFO was 
sighted here by several people 
Tuesday. 

Crossett radio station KAGH 
carried a report about the 
sighting when news director 
Charlie Parks saw what he de
scribed as a pale-green, flat, 
wingless object moving quickly 
from west to east across the 
morning sky. 

Parks said several people 

called the statwn to report 
seeing the same object. 

Robert Gribble, a member 
of the staff at the UFO Report
ing Center in Seattle , said in a 
telephone interview that his 
agency talked to two people 
about the sighting. The center 
tries to determine, he said , if 
the object spotted was an air
craft, astronomical occurrance 
or an unidentified object. 
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VALLEY TIMES, Pleasanton, CA - Jan. 26, 1984 CR: D. Roll 

Spac~ visitors are trying 
to gutde us, expert says 

By Jeuy Abbe 
'1111les staff wrtwr 

fftm NASA's rues. 
!loss and his wife, Pam, who moved to Coneord 

from the East Coast a year ago, toot a serious Interest 
Ill things extraterrestrial from that moment on. 

Bo:ls describes the class as a common sense and 
'•down-to-earth" treatment of the subject of UFO's. 

''This course does not deal with the fictional, 
atraaee or abstract," said Rosa. 

He and other of his colleagues In space research 
belleve that much evidence that points to llfe on other 
planets bas been kept from the publlc by the govern
ment. DANVILLE - "Across my vision new a very 

~ge, beautiful, iridescent amber object. It was 
awesome, really." 

Daniel Rosa said be never thought much about 
space prior to Aug. 20, 1974. 

That night, because a radio was left on, his indif
ference was transformed Into an enduring fascina
tion with the heavens. 

He and hundreds of others In the vicinity of 
Glens Falls, N.Y. alerted by a radio talk show, saw 
what they belleved to be a fieet of space vehicles. 

Because the reports were confirmed by the Fed
eral Aviation Administration, military authorities 
local pollee, and radar operators from nearby air: 
ports, the incident is considered one of the best do
cumented of UFO sightings. 

"For many, including myself, there were no 
doubts," said Ross. "It was so impressive and so 
beautiful to see, I bad to know, 'What's behind 
it?' " 

So Ross founded the Public Interest Space Sci
ences Center, a clearinghouse of information on 
UF~ research. He will bring his knowledge of the 
subject to Danville during the winter session of the 
San Ramon Valley Community Center in February. 

"I'm not against NASA," said Ross, "but I have a 
Uttle problem with them not bringing out all the Infor
mation." 

He referred to a book called "Moongate: Sup
pressed Findings of the U.S. Space Program" by WO
llam Brian, as an accurate survey on the subject, and 
.mother book in which a former senior tecbnician on 
the Apollo spaceflight project describes numerous en
counters with alien spacecraft. 

Ross insists most astronauts follow a government 
rule preventing disclosure of such sightings "fn the in
terest of national security," with the notable exception 
of former astronaut Gordon Cooper. 

"Intelligent beings from other planets regularly vis
It our world in an effort to enter into contact with us," 
Cooper told a reporter in 1976. "I have encountered 
various ships during my space voyages. NASA and the 
American government know this and possess a great 
deal of evidence." 

After working several years as a college adminis
trator, Ross now devotes all his energy to space re
search. 

In addition to teaching and lecturing, Ross is work
ing on a "monumental effort" - a book be hopes will 
be "the last book on UFOs." In a class entitled " UFO's and the Evidence 

from Space," Ross will present a survey of recent 
and hist?rical evidence of visitors from space, aid
ed by slides and photographs from individuals and 

Times photo/Ed Bell 

Dan Ross says NASA has much extraterres
trial information that has not been made pubUc. 

He said alien space activity right now is in very 
high gear, that about 50 sightings are reported each 
month in newspapers around the country. His task, be 
said, is to encourage public awareness. 

"With each passing year, evidence substantially in
creases, but public interest and public knowledge is on 
the decrease," said Ross. 

IDAHO STATESMAN , Boise, ID - Jan. 22, 1984 

Ross said extraterrestrials have stepped up their 
appearances, "because of the situation we've put our
selves in." 

Idaho 'flying saucer' sighter dies In an all-Qut nuclear confrontation, said Ross de
bri~ and radiation would go into space, "and effect 
therr future also." 

A Meridian man who made the term 
"flying saucer" a household word died 
Monday In a Bellevue, Wash., hospital. 
He was68. 

Kenneth Arnold first reported seeing 
nine pulsating objects traveling at high 
speed on June 24, 1947, when he was fly
ing over the Cascade Mountains while 
searching for a lost Marine Corps trans
port plane. 

"They seemed to be alive in the cen
ter, to have the ability to change their 
density. I know that sounds strange," 
the Boise businessman told an East Ore
gonian reporter, Bill Bequette. 

Mr. Arnold's obituary appears on 
Page2C. 

Mr. Arnold, who had flown more than 
4,000 hours, said the unidentified flylng 
obiects were "like boats skippmg over 
rough water:: Describing his observa
tion to Bequette, he said the objects 
traveled, "Well, like a saucer would if 
you tossed it across the water, as if you 
were skipping rocks or whatever." 

Within days of Mr. Arnold's sighting of 
the "flying saucers," worldwide atten
tion was focused on the quiet man from 
Meridian who made his livelihood selling 
automatic dry chemical fire extin
guisher systems that he had invented. 
He continued his company, Great WE-st· 
em Engineering, until his death. 

Following publicity from Mr. Arnold's 
experience, sightings of mysterious ob
jects in the sky were reported 
throughout Washington and Ore-
gon. A pastor said the sightings in
dicated the end of the world . 

From 1947 to 1948, Mr. Arnold 
s-1id he received more than 10,000 
IP. t t ers from people all over the 
world . In an interview in 1977, he 
satd his wife and four daughters 
suffered from the intense public
tt y. 

"I thmk I'm publicity-shy be· 
cause in the first place, almost 
everybody has been able ot ex· 
ploit this subject for profit," Mr. 
Arnold satd. "I've earned a right 
to enjoy my independencE'. my 
pnvacy." 

Mr. Arnold wrote two books on 
his experiences. titled The Com· 

ing of the Saucers and The Flymg 
':weer as I Saw It . 
· A quote that Mr. Arnold often 

gave to those who badgered htm 
with calls and visits was pnnted 
on a card : 

"A great man is the unbelievmg 
man; he is without spiritual sight 
or hearing: his glory is under· 
standtng his own understanding 

why allow others to think for 
you? Stand on vour own feet . 
Who but thc- Creator could havE' 
c reated so great a man as the h._~ 
lwver?" -

Their advanced techology and fine instrumentation 
enable the visitors to observe conditions on earth and 
''understand better than we do our own attitudes " ac-
cording to Ross. ' 

He said many may even pass undetected among the 
common people on Earth, "to try, in the best way pos
sible to get people moving in the right direction." 

The class will meet Feb. 14 and 21 at 7 p.m. at San 
R~tmon Valley High School. For more information, call 
837-8235. 

Public Interest Space Sciences Center 
P.O. Box 3033, Walnut Creek, Ca. 9459~ 

EAGLE, Reading, PA- Jan. 27, 1984 CR: S. Gordon 

UFOs in Berl{s in 1983 
all were explained 

J. Earl Ruthardt 
The Eagle 

Several reports from Berks County 
about unidentified flying objects were 
received in 1983 bv the Pennsvlvania 
Association for the. Study of the Unex
plained. Greensburg. 

''\lv"e had a couple of reports from 
Berks Count\'. but we were able to ex
plain them.:. said Stan Gordon. who 
has been studying phenomena for 24 
years as head of the association. 

"One was a misidentification of the 
planet Venus, and we got several re
ports resulting from an advertising 
campaign in which a store used a 
searchlight and the beam reflected on 
a distant cloud." 

In 1973. there were numerous re
ports from Berks about low level. large 
objects that were solid structures. he 
recalled. They were no1 explained. 

GORDO~. A RADIO communica
tions specialist. said there was a lot of 
unusual activity in 1983 involving ani
mals and UFOs in Pennsylvania . 

The association is investigating 
Bigfoot reports in the Harrisburg area . 
Bigfoot is a supposedly hairy anthro
poid. 

From June through October. in the 
western part of the state. there was a 
massive wave of UFO reports. he said . 
"Many reports were explained as misi-

dettt ifications of planets and stars ." 
Gordon said. 

However. many cases remain baf
fTtng. such as these : 

At Greensburg. on Jan. 2. two men 
watched two. huge and hairy Bigfoot 
creatures in a field for 20 minutes . 

On March 19, in Armstrong Coun
ty. more than 20 persons saw a Bigfoot 
walk out of the woods. It came within 
30 feet of some of the people. The po
lice arrived shortly after and found the 
people extremely frightened . 

ON OCT. 15. in Blair County, a 
woman driving on Route 220 encoun
tered a large . silver object making a 
loud noise as it passed over her car and 
mysteriously lifted the car off the 
ground for several seconds . 

The car wasn ·t damaged. but the 
woman's spine was injured. She also 
lost hearing in one car and has con
stant headaches. 

Over the years. Gordon and his 
volunteer group of physicians. engi
neers and assorted technicians have 
made casts of Bigfoot footprints , which 
they believe are genuine prints of some 
creature. They can tell a phony foot
print from a real one. 

Gordon hasn 't seen a UFO, ''But 
I've seen a number of alleged landing 
sites, depressions where UFOs were 
reported to have landed," he stated. 

BIGFOOT AND UFOS seem to 

have an "interconnection.·· Gordon 
noted . 

" Energy seems to be the main key 
for phenomena appearing. Many Big
foot and UFO sightings occur in areas 
near high-tension lines. radio towers. 
power plants. microwave towers. and 
other energy sources. 

"We're dealing with some sort of 
phenomena that. under certain condi
tions, appears to become solid and lat
er disappears ." 

Rum{)rs from good sources. he 
said. say that a book to be published in 
the spring, "Clear Intent." allegedly 
will show that the government and mil
itary forces were deeply involved in 
monitoring UFOs up to early 1980. 

Even though the Air Force 
"Project Bluebook" investigation of 
UFOs was said to have been aban
doned in 1969. 

"Certain groups obtained the data 
and reports in the book under the Free
dom of Information Act," Gordon ex
plained. 

"I understand the reports were 
from the Central Intelligence Agency, 
the Army, the Air F-orce, the FBI . and 
other government agencies. It's going 
to cause an uproar. 

"I also understand that the Penta
gon is working on a UFO film docu
mentary, which may be timed for re
lease when the book comes out." 
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bright fights 
A FRECKLETON man 1 
claims to have had a 

00 close encounter with a 
~ couple of eerie UFOs 

:i re~:n:ly~h il e R ic hard 
lddon , of Further Ends 

.....; Road . Freckleton , who 
o often t akes his dog for 
0 a walk down towards the 
_e. R ibble along Green Lane. 
o and is accustomed to low:1 flying a ircraft from both 
~ Br iti sh Aerospace and 

Sq uires Gate. was out the 
r:.:1 ot h er n ight he s aw tw o 
~ obje cts wh ic h stopped him 
~ in his tracks 
N The fi rst trave lled s lowl y 
< from No rt h to So uth ove r 
0 the Ribb le and the second 
0 from t h e E a s t to w ard s 
~ Lytham before disappear-

~ 
ing in th e d istance . 

Both were br ight un fl ick
ering lig hts wh ich Mr lddon 
says made no no ise . 

~ He esti mates they were 
H about two miles u p - mu c h 
~ too low to be stars o r a ny 
< thing of t ha t na ture . 
U " If the re h a d on ly been 
~ one I would pro bably have 
..4 forgotte n a bout it." sa ys 54· 
8 year-old Mr lddon. ·· But as 
Cf) there we re tw o l wo ndered 
~ if a n yo n e els e saw a n y-

t h ing'" 
Can a nyb od y s hed a l ight 

on th1s myst e ry' 

FOREIGN NEWS 
NEWS, Farnborough, England- Nov. 4, 1983 CR: T. Good 

Expert called in over UFOs 
AN international expert 
on UFOs is to research 
claims by an Aldershot 
pensioner that he had a 
close encounter with 
men from outer space. 

Mr. Timothy Good IS one of 
Britain's leading authorities 
and foremost lecturers on the 
subject. 

He bas a specialised know
ledge of cases involving report
ed contact with the occupants 
of UFOs - popularly known 
as dose encounters of the third 
kind. 

Mr. Good bas written to 77-

year-old Mr. Alfred Burtoo to 
arrange a meeting in order to 
discuss his experience. 

Mr. Burtoo, of Pegasus Ave
nue , Aldersho t , claims he 
spoke to beings from outer 
space and boarded their flying 
saucer when it landed on the 
banks of the Basingstoke Ca
nal near to the spot where he 
was fishing. 

BECKONED 

Local UFO experts arc con
vinced his story is true. 

Mr. Omar Fowler, of the 
Surrey Investigation Group on 

Aerial Phenomena described 
Mr. Burtoo's sighting as the 
most sensational thing to hap
pen in this area since he has 
bee n res earchin g U FO 
si gbtings. 

Mr. Burtoo was fishing with 
his dog Tiny ncar the Govern
ment Road bndgc over the 
Basmgstokc Canal in Alder· 
shot at about 1.1 5 a.m. on 
August 12 when the flying 
saucer landed. 

He said : " I went to have a 
look and two forms came to
wards me dressed in pale green 
suits. They were about 4ft. tall 

and were wearing dark visors 
covering their faces. " 

He added : "One of them 
beckoned me and I followed 
them to the steps." 

Mr. Burtoo climbed aboard 
the spaceship and was asked to 
stand under an amber lig,ht. 

CONSULTANT 

He said : "Then they told me 
I could go because I was too 
old and inf irm for their 
purpose." 

Mr. Good said : "This seems 
to be an important case and I 
would like to meet Mr. Burtoo 
for an informal talk." 

Mr. Good, who lives in 
Beckcnham, Kent, first became 
interested in UFOs in 1955. 

He began his own indepen
dent research into the subject 
in 1961 and since 1967 has lec
tured throughout the United 
Kingdom . 

In 1980 be addressed the 
House of Lords all-party UFO 
study group and has since be
come one of its principal 
consultants. 

Mr. Good bas appeared on 
numerous 1V and radio pro
grammes and has acted as con
sultant to BBC 1V for both 
documentary and science fic
tion films. 

EVENING ECHO, Southend, England - Nov. 15, 1983 

UFO-or pie in the sky? 
A UFO mystery has started after reports of 
a green glowing sphere in the sky above 
Southend. 

The glowing object was fi rst seen b y a 
milkman . H is sighting was confirmed by stunned 
crew members of two ships . Coastguards as far 
away as · Brighton and Dover a lso rece ived 
reports about the mystery object . 

John Rendle , 36, of Rusk in Avenue, Southend, 
was drivi ng to work to start h is m il k round when 
he saw t he huge green light above Sutton Road . 

He sa id : " I was really shaken , but I saw what I 
saw a nd I was amazed. 

" I have no idea what it was. " 
Mr Rendle said the object appeared to be 

travelling very fast at about 150 to 200 feet , but 
there was no engine noise. 

It was heading from Shoebury towards Can
vey. But the Defence Ministry at Shoebury say 
the object had nothing to do with them. Their 
fi rst weather balloon was not launched until four 
hours after the sighting . 

The ball was next seen by sh ips in the Thames 
and reported to Thames coastguard. 

A coastguard spokesman said : " At 4 .55 am we 
got a report from the A lison Theresa and it said a 
qu ite large green light , defi nite ly not a flare , 
passed in front of h im ." 

"He said, ' It was very weird . I do not like to 
say it, but UFOs come to mind '. " 

NORTHUMBERLAND GAZETTE , Alnwick, England - Nov. 11 , 1983 EVENING TELEGRAPH, Northamptonshire, England- Nov. 17, 1983 

UFO debate-
an 

A FORMER RAF man 
has joined t.he debate on 
the mystery object seen 
in the night sky over 
Northumberland. 

Many people h ave de
sc ribed the brightly lit. 
slow moving body since a 
sighting was reported in 
the Gazette two weeks ago. 
But last week RAF 
Boulmer denied all know
ledge of the object which 
was seen passing ove r the 
a ir base on its way north . 

answer 
of times in recent years . 

The aircraft would be 
flyin g relativf'l y slowly at 
between I 0,000 an d 12.000 
feet , he Pst i rn a tr:;. lle could 
not hear the engm('S be
cause of n01s~ ma chine ry 
on t he nea r by opencast s1 te 

Mr Turnbu ll says th e 
bright white l1ght s arc userl 
in night ref uelling and 
there would be 'reel light s on 
the wings. 

He w 1s hes 1 t had been a 
"close encounter," says Mr 
Turnbull , who is convinced 
of the Pxis ten ce of extra
terrestrial vi s1tors. 

He sa vs hP has sePn un
ex•plaln~d objrcts in the 
past and spoke n to t\\' O 
pilots sh akPn by si ghtings. 
' I would ha ve loved to bP
l1eve it was a UFO - therr 
a re rleftnitely thmgs up 
thNP." 

Fly-by-nights? 
W A PAYNE says the existence of UFOs is " very 
improbable". That is not a cetegoricel denial -
as neither of us can prove one way or another 
that they do not exist. 

Why limit our minda to our planets and solar 
systems? If UFO. exist- and history supports 
this - their science would be so advanced that 
we have not the comprehension or logic to 
really understand it. 

I cannot put UFOs and the Loch Nesa Monster 
in the same category. Locally, we only need to 
go as far as Weldon where a f- years back 
separate witnesses described their experiences 
of UFOs. 

Neither Mr Payne nor I can prove or disprove 
anything, but I always lleep my options open. 

DEREK BRADSHAW 
12 lyveden Place, Kettering. 

I WISH to comment on the letter by W A Payne 
concerning his sceptical view on UFOs (ET Nov 
9) . 

As a firm believer in UFOs I strongly disagree 
w ith the views of Mr Payne. To another planet 
with life, we are viewed as UFO objects, espe-

cially our spacecraft. rockets and high flying 
planes. We know we exist, that there are other 
planets and we could be watched, in the same 
way u we watch them. 

Personal observations over many years and 
strange happenings have put no doubt in my 
mind that allen intelligence is now infiltrating 
at a steedy rate. 

From a logical point of view, the existence of 
UFOs is very probable. Only this year a strange 
object, vi-ed by a Welllngborough engine 
driver and myself, descended near disused iron
stone workings near Sidegate Lane, Welling
borough. 

Visual electrical energy could be seen coming 
from the craft, as it landed with bright blue 
flashes. 

Yes, I am convinced UFOs do exist and I am 
100 per cent in disagreement with Mr Payne 
and his views. 

Perhaps his UFO sighting is just around the 
corner. 

NEIL HAMMO ND 
6 Barringer Gudens, lrchester. 
• SID SAYS: Anyone else seen a UFO locally? 

A Boulmer farmer be
lieved it was two aircraf t 
refuelling and his theory 
has been backed by former 
RAF Regiment membe r Mr 
Jim Turnbull . of St. 
Lawrence Avenue , Amble. 

He was on his way to 
work as a night patrolman 
at Ackl in gton Prison w h en 
he saw the lights . 

RAND DAILY :.fAIL , Johannesbur g , South Afr ic a - Nov. 9 , 1983 CR: C. Hind 

At first he thought it was 
Venus but then recognised 
it as a KC 135 in a re fuell
ing operation with a huge 
a1rcraft probably a 
Galaxy, or possi bly a Star
li !ter or B52 . He has seen 
the same thing a number 

Latest UFO spaces Vans out 
Mall Reporter 

A J OHANNESBURG family 
watched enthralled last night as a 
tritngular-shaped UFO droned 
low over their home. 

beard a strange noise. Then I saw 
a very bright light," said Mrs Van 
der Merwe last night. 

"I called the children, and we 
watched from the kitchen door
way as a triangular shaped object, 
about Bm long, droned low over
bead. 

drawing of the object. 
The Vander Merwes thought at 

first that the apparition was a me
teorite. 

Last night officials at Jan 
Smuts Airport said that no objects 
bad been sighted on radar. 

Rlun van der Merwe's sketch of the trfanaular 
object sf&hted over Johannesburg last night. 

Mrs Yvette van der Merwe, and 
her children, Riaan, 16, and Ulan
ova, 11, of Johannes Street, Fair· 
lands, said it Wllll "the sight of a 
lifetime". 

"I was in the kitchen when I 

"It. crossed over our house from 
eaat to west " 

Riaan van der Merwe made a 

Thill 11 the second unidentified 
flying object to bave crossed the 
Johannesburg alty o...- tile past 
few months. 

PRESS , Ti mmins , Ontario , Canada - Nov. 4, 1983 

UFO mystery solved ... or is it? 
'.4'.". THF:SO:\ ' Staff • ·-.-\temperature inver sion 

1 hat rau!' t>rl a three degret' JUmp thr mormng 
"''Yf' ral pt>ople c la1med to have seen an uniden · 
11fied flymg object could have been caused by the 
movement oi clouds. a weat her burea u spokesman 
<a1 d 

Thos E> who r!'port!'rl the sightin~. howevt' r . 
mamt:11n \\hat lhev ~aw was not moving clouds . 

The weathf'r spokesman sa1d bet ween 6 am 
a:,d 7 a m 1 lc' l 11. whPn 1 he t.; Fn was sighted . the 
tf'rn p!'r<Jiurr jumpt-d from close to zero to 3 3C. 

HP sa1d lhP ra 1sP 111 tP mpt>rature 1s unusual 
"'h•'t' r hP sun 1s not ye! up . but the change could 
h,l\e bt'rn r<~ used h\· 5- 10 mph \nnds moving 

sc<JIIE'red clourls l ,OOO iet> t above the ground . 
Hut :\1atheson Ontario Provmcial Police officer 

Bob Johnson . who was near Cochrane when he 
spotted something in the ear ly morning sky said 
what he saw wasn ' t cloud over . 

" There was something there, " he said. " It 
wasn't clouds. there was a mass." 

Marcel Tremblay , of Matheson . was hunting the 
morning of Oct. 11 when he saw something moving 
slowlv in the skv 

" I ihought it .,.: as <1 plane that had come in low 
and w<Js r rashing ... he said . " There was a m ass 
ancl lights ... 

" It was n't m~' 1magmation," Trem blay said . " It 
was definitel y something ... 

WEST LANCASHIRE EVENING GAZETTE , 
Blackpoo1 , England - Nov. 4 , 1983 

Those mystery lights • • • 
READER Richard lddon was not 
alone when he saw two strange 
objects over the River Ribble the 
other night. 

Mr lddon, of Further Enda Road , 
l''red:leton, stopped In his tracks 
alone Gteen Lane when he aaw two 
bright unfilekertnc lights. One travel
led slowly from North to South over 
the Ribble and the aeeond from the 
Eaat towards Lytham . 

The upertenee waa shared bJ a 
Lytham woman wboae home overloolta 
the Ribble and aaw the atrance llahta 
on two separate nlabta. 

'let another alchtlnc was made by 
Pleasure Beaeb employee Linda 
Pugh, 24, 7 

"It waa relatively low, had lichta on 
top and underneath ancf moved pretty 
fasL In half an hour I saw lt three 
times. Dld anyone etae?" aaka Linda, 
of Park Lane, Preesall. 
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BUG-EYED ALIEN MEETS 
(Y') 

~ E. T. just wants AIR CHIEF 
...::t 

: to ban the bomb 
0 
~ LONDON, Sun. -The subject of UFOs Is about 

to create a storm In Britain's august House of 
~ Lords. 

~ st Jg~a~r~~ ~!W~~ar/Jr ~~-:~~8~e~a~e ~r~~a~F~ 
f.< claimed were attempts by the occupants or Oylns 

~ sa.~~~~ 1~o5~fJ ;e ~~~~~o~~~o~t!~~~hat'a golns on 
< here." he said. 

"It's quite possible they're warning us not to preaa the 
~ nuclear button. The cov-

~ er:.~r. ~n~~~l~dwhttehall 
o came clean and aunutted 
-P what they know about 
-~ UFOs and landings In 
:> Britain." 

A member of the House 
~ of Commons Defence 

Cl! Committee , Sir Patrick 
~ Wall, backed Lord 

o ft~gg~Ya~\5out~1ii!~s t;;;~: 
P to warn us seems feaslbiP 
QJ to me. 
::S "And , if that's the case 

the n we should listen to 
them." 

~ - GARY HUGHES 

CR: P. Norman 

From BOB SMITH in New York 

AMAZING new facts about the nieht a 
UFO came to Britain have been revealed 
by the U.S. airman who saw the craft 
land. 

The secrets were locked away in 22-')'ear
old Art Wallace's mind. But follovnng 
hypnosis, he has now given us : 
e A full description of the aliens who manned the 
ship; 
e Details of how a senior Americ-an officer actually 
communicat('d with one of the beings; 
e Evidence that the U .S. Air Force may have helped 
repa.ir the damaged craft. 

Th" UFO Jandf!d nt>ar 
the AmericB>I! b:l~e at RAF 
Woodbr idge. Suffolk, 1n 
~her 19fl0. 

But ~ clzy.o~ enc<"lU~ 
was kept ~rM-until lR..'t 
month when the m.a.l!sive 
eover-up was exposed by 
the Ne--.! of the World. 

SillOO! WallAce -l'l>O'W a 
civilian back in tho- US
revealed to w what be •w that terrif~ niC"lt. 
his lite has been threet
-'ed. 

Recoently, be ~ a 

UFO YER 

~
1l!t"·i~ 
. 

--
STRIKES AGAIN 

J>hoDe ca•ll at his home and 
an unidentified man told 
him . "It you don't shut 
your mouth then it will be 
mut for vou ." 

PORTSMOUTH NEWS, Rants., England- Nov. 5, 1983 

This follows a frighten
ing meeting he had with 
H'\l'elral men ~ believes 
were from the CIA, during 
which he watr warned that 
"bullets are che&op ". 

Dtrring hi~ s-ession with 
two top hypnotiru, Wallace 
this is not his reel name 
- not only confirmed his 
oriji!inal story but made 
some astonishing new 
l'"e'Y'el.ations. Seen a U.F.O? 

Contact Chris 
A WIDLEY man wants to start a UFO 

group in the Portsmouth area to investigate 
what he claims is a recent increase in mystery 
obj ects in the sky . 

Mr. Chri~topht:r Harrison, of D..:v..:rdl Place, 
hope~ to hear from people who bdi..:ve in UFO~ 
a nd from other peoplt: who have witnes~ed strange 
phc no ncmon but are too embarrassed to admit it. 

Fur th.: pa>l three Sunday>, at .:xa.:tly 10 p m . . Mr . 
!la rn>o n h a > >een a glowing round object pa» uverh<.:.Jd 
and di >.Jppear in the direction of Purt>muuth 
"The craft o r o bjec t was smaller than a >mall pnvate 
a <.:wpla nc The o bjec t it>df wa> illurninat<.:d with a wluti>h 
ligh t , a nd the re wa > a slight glow around it. Thcr<.: w.;r.; 
" " fl..t>htng light> . 

" It moved m o re >lo wly than a normal ain.: raft and W..t> 
compktd y >il<.:nt. Its h.;ight wa> about 2,000 to J ,OOOft ·· 

M r H a rri>o n >aid he watched the obj ec t tr av el 
S<>ul h wa n..b frum the Jorec twn o f Buber Ifill It JoJ no t 
~ccd Uf- , but it Ji>appc:ared in the mi>t before h.: had the 
ch..tnc·e tu U>t: his binoc ulars 

Tk ., int<:r<:>h: d in a>lrunomy anJ " ufology" anJ ha> 
lll.llk .J ~ tudy t )f JH cviuu:-. -,ighting~ 111 the Porbrnouth 
area 

"I ha ve.: maJc.: ><: vera) previou> >~ghtonp my>c.:lf and in 
the pa>l I have.: haJ witne»C> with me.: . Onthc.:>e la>lthrc.:c.: 
Sunda y> I wa> ..tlonc.: .onJ I hope to h<:..tl frlllll anyone who 
~aw the ~CJnh.: ohjcl:h . .. 

Mr . ll..trriMIII ·, tekplh!IIC IIUIIlhc.:r ., c .. ,halll 3i!ll05 . 

SKIN 
He now says he 1"'l!'me11'1· 
~ ~eeiong a face-to-face 
meeting between one of the 
aliens at'ld the officer who 
was in charge of the U.S. 
ba~e. 

The a.He.:t - b<-tween 
three and tour feet tall. 
with a very large head 
and huge saucer-like eves 
that grew much l:J.rger 
~ry so ()(ten. 

It .appeered U! ha~ 
~ 10kin and was 
wearing what looked lik~ 
a dart: ju.mostrl't and t~ 
outline o( Its tlgure 
glowed.. 

Wallaee .,.,.1' anable \o 
hear an• voices 11s Wing 
Commander, now Brig
adier Genen.l, G<l'rdon 

Road to 
A HIGHT out at blnro 
ended In a chlllln~ 
encounter with a UFO 
1M three women and a 
tchoolglrl last week. 

As they drove home to 
Rlpplngale, Lincolnshire, 
tttey spotted a stTwnge light 
In a Mid. 

• We st~ Mel BOt eut 

STAR, Auckland, New Zealand - Nov. 22, 1983 CR: R. Collyns 

Dogon find Dog Star 
Now 1• t' S tion with their gods the 

Dogon could name the 
density and orbit of Sirius 

toP-1• c ,eor B (the Dog _Star) cen~ries J. f before white men disco-
-- • vered it in 1950. 

a senes bee~!~~h!r~~~~ 
The science fact/fiction 

theme of new TVNZ dra
ma Children of the Dog 
Star is not alien to pro
ducer Caterina De Nave. 

De Nave is a former 
archaeologist and sci-fi 
film lover with a long 
interest in the work of 
alien astronaut theorist 
Erich von Daniken. 

De Nave saya Dog Star 
is hooked on an old legend 
of the Doaon people from 
Africa. 

Through communiaa-

television consumption. 
The Ken Catran script 
goes that 7000 years ago 
Dog Starians sent three 
computer problems out 
here to teach earthlings 
how to live. 

Two returned, but one 
got stuck in a South Auck
land swamp. Enter young 
Gretchen who ia holiday
intl with her aunt and 
uncle on their farmlet. 
She discovers a mysteri
ous weather vane on the 
barn, dug up from the 
swamp years before . . . 

So 11oe1 the tale which 

De Nave says isn' t as silly 
as some science fiction 
sounds. 

The story is rooted in 
fact. 

"There is evidence that 
extra-terrestrial beings 
exist -from von Daniken 
books such as Chariots oj 
the Gods and from 
legends found in Africa, 
the Middle East and South 
America This will give 
the series a more realistic 
dimension," she said. 

De Nave began thinking 
about pre-history and 
understandini the sophis
tication of non- and pre
Western civilisations, 
while she was diggina up 
bonea and pots as an 
archaeologist in Western 
Samoa. 

She started out as a 
primary school teacher in 

Parnell, switched to ar
chaeology, picked up mas
ter of arts degree in 
political studies along the 
way and got her bi~ break 
in film-making Wlth the 
help of Jack George of 
Skycrane fame. 

Since then De Nave has 
worked for Play School, 
Spot On, Close to Home, 
directed two documen
tary dramas for the 
Pio~er Women series, 
Nurse Maude and Ellen 
Anne Hewitt, and has just 
completed a seven and a 
half hour drama series 
called The Principal for 
TVNZ. 

Since arriving in Auck
land three weeks ago De 
Nave has been deep in 
production meetings with 
director Chris Bailey 
(producer of Both Sides of 
the Fenu) and the people 

from the special effects 
crew. 

De Nave says that while 
TVNZ drama hasn't got a 
big glossy bag of tricks 
like United States sci-fi 
films, Dog Star will em
ploy very sophisticated 
and inventive special 
effects. 

However, she refused 
to reveal the aliena' per
sonalities or their Dog 
Star outfits. 

"All I'll say is that they 
are not threatenin~ and 
that they know theJI on
ions." 

Casting for the three 
child roles and 10 grown 
up parts in the kidult 
drama has yet to be com
pleted. 

Filming will be · in 
February and ~ of 
the Dog Star should 
screen mid-1984. 

ALIEN: Artist's impressi .. ., 

Williams and the be ing 
communicated with m ur.h 
hand waving and pointmg 
at the strange trian~ular 
craft. 

He said the four a li P.n~ 
a:ppeared to be "float ing 
just above the ~urf acc of 
the ground and . a t one 
point, became a la rmf'd a nd 
formed themselv~ into a 
defensive lin e. 

One ot them floa1 ed over 
the UFO nea r t o w herf! 
Wallace wa s s tanrl inR ;, r,rl 
he blacked 011l 1l1c nc~t 
thing he r e m e mbers, he 
was b<'lck in hi~ n~ rra~ ks . 

Wallace believes th~ 
craft DCeded repa-irs after 
hi tting a tree. 

CRAFT 
Hoe was told later by w me 

of h i.~ pals on the ba se t hat 
a U.S. transpOrt plane fl ew 
m from Germany i11 st 
~rs alter the UFO 
landed. and w as Im -
m ediately surrounrl ed b y 
armed military poli ce. 

A package from t he p la ne 
w:ws put in a je<ep w hich 
then drove off towil rd s the 
la-nding 5ite at T a ngha m 
Wood. Later that day, the 
era ft was gone. 

The base's deputy com
mander Lt-Colone l Charles 
Halt. admits th e re is " one 
hE'll of a lot more " to 
cvmc out. 

mystery 
of the oar and stoort tf1ere 
flabbergasted," said Mrs 
Jenny C Iarke, 31. 

• This object "'as llt&r· 
afly dormar1t In the sky 
It didn't move or anything. 

"Then all of a sudden It 
started Its engines and 
circled round us, before 
~tolng away Into the 
distance." 

gj 'U.F.O.' SIGHTED 
Somethlns resembling 

• U.F.O. whloh appear~ 
~ to bl burnlns out on 
~ r .... ntry, was spotted by 

man at Ferrybrldge, 
Wyke Regia, yesterday 

'd afternoon. The man, 
~ who was nturnlng to 
rl Weymouth from Adm1r
b0 alty Underwater Wea
~ pons Establishment at 

Portland, where he 
_; worka, aald he made 
+> alg~1tns at 4.U p.m., 5 and added that object 

g ;:,as ~'::t'lll;~~r~a!na:! 
~ shooting from lt. It ap

peand to go down In 
~ Lyme Bay. A spokes· 

g man In operations room 
o at Portland Naval Base 
l'il said today there was 
o great deal of lightning 
Z activity at time man 
~ reported sighting, but 
~ no reports had b .. n 
l'il reoetved of any:thlng 

unusual. 

~ 

~ 8 
~ 



SCARBOROUGH !VIIIJG JIWS, Yorka., Enc1and- Nov. 21, 1983 

UFO turns up again 
WHEN recutar Kema reader 
Kr Edward TUck aaw my 
report ot a UFO photographed 
from a plane above Scar
borouch. he tella me h1a Imme
diate reaction wu: "I've got 
one of thoee! • • 

He beUevea the strange object 
mapped by M.r John Temlett 
2,1100 tt up could be almUar to 
thla one he photographed over 
Lake Windermere In llr78. 

Mr TUck (87), of Sandybed 
Court, Scarborough, was 
working In the Lake Dtatrlct. 

"Before I got my camera out 
It looked llke a crou - that's 
what made me get my camera 
out. I've had lt under a magnl
tylnr gliUI!I, but I can't focus on 
what lt la ." 

Mr TUck has been a keen 
amateur photographer ever 
since he saw the scenery of 
ScoUand. 
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~ UFO watcher Mrs Claire Noble ... has theories about visitors from 
~ outer space. 

UFOs haunt Tully 
TULLY ls stUl a favourite haunt for Unidentltled Flying 
Objects, according to a Tully woman. 

Mn Claire Noble said 
ill TOWIIIVille yesterday 
that slae became illter
es&ed Ia UFOs alter ID 

aasaaUy Iarae namber 
of slgbtlags were 
recorded alter 1965. 

b partteular, oae 
farmer's experieuee ill 
1966 pat Tully oa tbe map 
u poulbly tbe mOlt· 
popalar spot ill Australia 
for UFO spottiq. 

After a fJDrrY of sight
illgs iD tbe '601, tbey 
re:vaed iD force ill tbe 
early 19701, Mn Noble 
uid. 

Now tbey are back, 
wltb two or three re
ported sigbtiDp eacla 
moatb tbls year. 

Sluee 1915, Mn Noble, 
a laoatewtfe wbeD sbe Is 
DOt snadyillg UFOs, lw 
!teeD deeply illvolved ill 
reportiq ~ Iarae aam
ber of sightillgl &o UFO 
todedes iD Sydaey, Mel
bcMine aad Brilbue. 

sa. U. ber tbeories 
u &o fty Tally slloald be 
so ~ wttb craft, 
presamably from oater 
space. 

ODe Is tlaat sac:la craft 
draw from a power sap
ply ill tbe eartll's crust 
wlaicb for oae reuoa or 
anotber is ac:c:eulble &o 
tbem ill Ute Tally regioa. 

b 1965, a farmer, Mr 
George Pedley, was 
workiag oa lais tractor 
wbea be tboagbt be 
beard air escaping from 
tbe tractor tyres. 

Wbea be looted up, be 
saw a apac:ecraft takiDg 
off from clOie &o Hone
sboe Lacooa. 

Wbea tbe lqooa wu 
ciMclted, an area 13m 
acroa bore marb of 
straqe laappelliap - ail 
tbe ballrasbes iJI 2m of 
water bad beea forced iJI 
a clockwise circle. 

ADd wlaile evldeac:e of 
tbt take-off WU beillg 
eumiaed, UFO experts 
discovered wbat ap
peared &o be marla from 
a previous landlq. 

"' bave made many 
siglldags myself," Mn 
Noble said. 

"I report tDe oDes 
wlaicll are reported &o 
me, but tbere are many 

probably Dot beiag 
reported." 

Mn Noble uld sight
lags reported &o tbe 
RAAF teaded Dot &o be 
beard of agaiD. 

"Tbey take tbe re
ports, bat for various 
reuoas tbey are Dot 
puled oD to as," sbe 
said." 

Mrs Noble said sbe 
woald be happy to bear 
from anyoae wbo made a 
UFO sigbdag, espec:lally 
ill tbe Tally areL 

"I want &o let people 
!mow tlaat tbe UFOs are 
sdll appearing iD Tally," 
she said. 

ODe craft wlaicb bad 
appeared more tball oac:e 
wu peadl or &orpedo
slaaped aud flew low &o 
tbe groaDd. 

Mn Noble said tbe 
craft were deliberately 
watcb.l.ag Earth. 

"Tbey are bodlered at 
wlaat is goillg oa wttll 
bombs bere," sbe said. 
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'Track the ·1 
UFOs' 

• says vzcar 
BY DAVID CHADWICK I 

~ 
Space, that final frontier, and outer limit of a o 

twilight zone which may be populated by extra < 
terrestrials, holds many unearthly secreta. ._. 

And lt 1a auch lnter-galac:Uc terreatrial, or UFO acUvlty o 
myaterlea which an Oxf.ord- took place ln Banbury and 
ahlre clergyman Ia trying to diatrict wu way back in ._. 
probe -and he hu appealed October 1971, when the 'D 
to Banbury Guardian reader• Banbury Guardian reported a ro 
for aid In an lnveatlgatlon Into apate of inexplicable aerial IJJ 
the UFO phenomenon. aightlnga. 

It may aound Uke aome- There were 110 many that the 
thing out of a apace-age comic Banbury Guardian's lead 
book, or an episode from story on October 28, reported 
Gerry Anderson's UFO tele· the Mini11try of Defence wu to 
vtalon aeries. but the Rev Investigate the fiood of UFO 
Donald Thomas, of the reports In this area, during the 
Rectory, Long Hanborough. la prevlou.a few weeks. 
serious about hls tnvesti- The question which now 
gationa. remalna la : was October thla 

He Ia asking Banbury area year of almllar UFO vintage to 
to people who spot possible the same month 12 years ago, 
UFOa or ETa to "phone him, with Its plethora of une~hly 
rather than phone home," goings on In the heavena. 
with detalls of the slghtinga, 
such u where the object was 
seen, when and what It looked 
llke . He can be contacted by 
telephone on Freeland (0993) 
881270, or oy letter. 

CYCLES 
For he Is convinced visitors 

from other parts of the galaxy 
visit planet earth In four 
yearly cycles and believes 
October this year may have 
been a period uf lncreaaed 
UFO-related activity . 

Part of the UFO mystery lay 
ln the apparent cycles, or fre
quency with which UFO 
sighting reports bu1lt up. 

"From the peak of 2t 
provincial newspaper reports 
focussed on just one day. 
October 26, 1967 - to a 
similar, but much smaller 
peak in the latter part of 
October 1971, as reported In 
the Banbury Guardian, the 
four year cycle would have 
appeared to have continued up 
to October 197:)." 

"It would be interesting to 
discover whether October 1983 
has produced anything at all 
In the way of authentic sigh
tinge, since little, or nothing of 
note has been reported for a 
very long time." he said. 

() 

The lut time any extra-

Sky lit 
up by 
UFOs 

Close s 
0 z 
H 
() 

encounter~ 

over tn 
seconds z 

0 
A BURST of n.me, e '1 
bright light, low In the c+ 
..ty ~ 8ky which ~ 
.._.. ataot- the '-lzon 'da 
~ .......... In c+ 
_. Terry Colemen'a 0 
c:loee encounter crf the ::s 
~ldnd·--· He pulled oftr, • t%J 
etnnge _......., ::s 

::: ~...::.. c::.:.: cr.. 
.net the...,... ... deflnlt.- § 
ty In the .. GUUkle, .. Mid p. 
Terry. '1t WM e«t of 8UI- I 
~-" 

r~ UFO sightmgs have been 
reported from F!llergh thrs 

s:: week. 

MI._ Terry WM on Z 
hie wey to wortl In St. O 
Albene etli em on Tueedey < 
.._.... traveling ..... 

0 Several children sa y they have 
~ seen strange flashrng lrght.> com · 
p rng from a movrng fl ymg obJect. 

They claim that 1t was travel -
ling at .. tremendous speed. fa ster 

V than an aeroplane . and making 
~ a whizzing sound." There IS 
ell 1>arential support for the ev•
~ dence. 

~ nea~n~o si~~}~~g Car~s8/0wh~~- ~~~ 
~ mothers were taking their child
~ ren home from a cubs' meeting. 

The lights went red . orange, 
and blue, follewed by a big white 

~ explosion of light. 
tz:; Thr s kept on happenmg. The 
~ obJects moved m half-loops in 5 'low successwn. 
1-:1 Breakfast sighting 
S Another srghtmg happened at 

&; S. \l !,"~ - r~~~~~~t b~a~. child near 
P West Buckland who knew 

=r! nom~n~r?:n~heal~~ev~~~~h~i!h~~fh 
~ hrm as they waited for the school 
0 bus. 
Z They claim the object wa10 as 

b1g as the school playground . 
They also saw CA:M11ur flashes of 
light. . 

Those reporting stghtrngs were 
Anna Pawlyn and her son David, 
Caroline Kean" and her son 
Simon. Clive Hussell, Neii Bow
ler and Glen Davey. 

!:!!":.,~Olney ~ 
... ~ It might hltve 

been a ahootlltg ater but It I-' 
- t1o0 low," Mid Terrt. 'g 
of WhltMmdele CioN, An- w 
edon. 

"It w• a bum of n.me 
...... It ahot--- the eky 
trilling • grMI'I fleme lt. It 
- definitely IWdng, I 
tftouoht It w• comlntl 
dowft, It -- .., mucfa 
IIJoww then the ..... 

"I thought, H I put my 
foot clown. I ..m going to 
-.,._II lende-" But 
Teny loet hie UFO,.._.. ... 
diNppeeNd ov• the ~ 
zon. Nit e1 haopened .., 
quickly. 1'-- w• no .._to It or -ythlng." 

"I'm not lnterMted In 
UFOa but I w• quite u
c:lted. The wey It w• 
going,~ .... muet 
~wve-lt,lt.el .... ·• 

Mr. Dewld Abbott 1311 • 
UFO lnveatlgetor end 
tom.-~ of the 
~UFOR~ 
Group, Mid: "My tint 
..-c:tlon .. elweya to look 
fw a poalble ..,.... -
JIIenetlon-

'"I hltve got no ~ 
n.-•towhetMr. 
~-... 
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CLAPHAM ' LAMBETH IIWS, London, Enc1and - Jov. 18, 1983 

Close encounters ofT" 
the Norwood kind 

IT MAY be reassuring to 
some that the: Norwood skies 
are not cluttered up with 
strange flashing lights, flyin! 
saucers and little: green men. 

But Pam Kennedy of Ver
mont Road, Upper Norwood, 
has been hoping for 30 years 
to get a glimpse of a UFO. 

For the past five years she 
has been the membership sec
retary of the 300 strong British 
UFO Research Associaiton. 

She has never come face to 
face with an extra terrestrial, 
and is not sure how she would 
react if she did. 

"In the early days 1 would 

have rushed over to have a 
look, but now I would be more 
cautious, I'd hide behind a 
tree and see what came out 
first. I would probably think 
what the Dickens do we talk 
about, if we do talk." 

Destination 

The most recent South ton
doD UFO ~ing reported to 
the AssociatiOI'I was in Mor
den at 5.30 am. 

Whether Morden is a likely 
destination for intergaiLactic 
travellers is anyone's guess. 

On this occasion a mother 
and daughter saw a tremen
dous white light in the sky, 
and three other white lights 
emerged from it. 

"They stood and watched it 
cavorting around for about an 
hour. Then two jet planes 
roared over their house, as if 
investigating," Pam said. 

The British UFO Research 
Association has its own inves
tigators who carefully look 
into reported sightings. 

Often they can be put down 
to things like satellites, un
usual effects caused by moon
light through clouds, and ap
parently Venus is quite fre
quently mistaken for a flying 
saucer. 

has become a respectable sub
ject. Today it is being investi
gated by &eientific typct all 
over the world.'' 

She is not at all bothered by 
those who can't take it 
seriously. "They're entitled to 
their opinion. My Jijenda 
sometimes say 'you're not still 
interested in that rubbish'." 

'Batty' 

And she says that affici
onados do include the 'batty 
types.' 

One stumbling block is the 
theory that nothing can travel 
faster than the speed of light. 

Safe landing 

Pam Kennedy's interest 
started back in 1953 when she 
read magazine excerpts from a 
book called 'Flying Saucers 
Have Landed' whose effect, 
she says, was electrifying. It 
was written by George Adam
ski, who had been taken up in 
a spaceship after meeting 
some extra-terrestrials in Cali
fornia. 

"They say its not possible to 
do all that travelling, it would 
take them too long to get here. 
But in so many things with 
science, they have said such 
and such a thing is certain, 
and then 50 years later reverse 
their opinions. You just have 
to keep an open mind " 

PamKeanedy 

Bc:qml!. Tuc:; . .-\ Ch 1nc:~c: 

md1tJ;\ plane: lam.kJ saki\ .1 tt c:r 
.1 mv~tenou; faliln~ ''hlt:L"t lllp· 
pc:J · 11> tad <llf 1n m1J-a1r. a 
Canton nC:\'>paper reported. 

The Y.lnl!chenl! Eveni nl! 
'Jev.; ~ .. 11J the: ·IOCIJe-nt happc:nc:J 
la~t mnnth whc:n the: A1rcralt 
"'" th1n11 at 11.000 metre:~ 
.. 1ho\e · n~Jrthc:rn Chma . 
Reut.:r 

Soon after, she went to a 
meeting of a flying saucer club 
in a room over a pub in 
Hampstead, and was hooked. 

"In those days you were 
very careful who you told that 
you were interested in flying 
saucers. But over the years it 

Interest in UFOs has led to 
interest in other subjects, 
ranging from astrology to ley 
lines. She also enjoys science 
fiction - ''not too way out, 
like bug-eyed monsters," and 

sci-fi films. 
She liked 'Close Encounters 

or the Third Kind' but added: 
"I didn't like the creatures 
that got out of the space craft 
because they reminded me of 
worms." 

UFO believers must obvi
ously consist or all sorts. Miss 
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Kennedy to an outsider would 
seem just as much at home iD 
the WI as the UFO AssociaJ
ton. 

She hasn't given up hope of 
her own sighting. "I still plod 
on. It's a very frustrating suh
ject. Sometimes you get sick. o! 
it, but youcan'tleave it alone.'' 

8Return 
0 
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UFO EXPERT SAYS: ALF 
UFOs 

~ FOUR people claimed this 
0\ ,.eek that thrv had seen 
.-l '·UFOs" over the to,.n. bul 

.. refused to give their name• 
~ for fear of ridicule. The• 

are the first "sigh rings .. fo.r 
three years. 

~ A 25-)rar-old Chobham 
1--J rugb~ pla)er claims he was 

1 driving home on Saturday at 
about 5. IS p. m. alon1 

'd Woodham Lanr after a 
~ match and uw a red light 
.-l which sped ovemead and 
~ appeared to fall on to the 

rx:1 West Byfteet Golf Oub. 
"It was much larger than 

>-. an aircraft and I braced m\ · 
<U self for the sound of · a 
'-' crash, but nothing 
~ happened." 

Cf) A second witness., aged 
26, who lives on Consritu

Cf) rion Hill. claims he saw the 
~ same object but in more 
z detail. 

"I noticed what seemed 
~ to be a light aircrlift crasi>
H ing down over Woking S Park. I realised it wasn't 
::;.:: because the ;hape was more 

of a triangle and it glowed 
reddy orange," he said. 

His father, a headmaster 
li\·ing in P)Tford, claims to 
ha•·e seen the same thing 
.. hile driving througfl Wet 
B•fleet. 

·The men think it may 
have been sa~llite debris 
.. hich developed a fluores
cent effect as it ltumt up in 
the atmosphere. 

An 18-year-old girl 
>tudent told of a wronol 
" ~ighting" on Monda~· . 

"It was about 7.40 p.m. 
,. hen I >lopped m) car to 
.. arch three bright light \ in 
a perfect triangle hovering 
o•er the Manor Farm 
Estate market garden at 
R•ileet. 

· ~They remained o>er the 
Wislev woods and then 
mo•ei to the left. dissolving 
>lowly until they di•ap · 
peared. T-..o minutes later 
three more lights rose out 
of the trees. one hecame 
brighter and r..o othf<l"i ~:lif · 
tered to fonn the shape of a 
reall~ huge triangle." 

IS TELLING THE TRUTH 
AN international UFO 
expert has visited the 
spot where an Aldershot 
pen sione r claimed he 
had a close encounter 
v.;th men from outer 
space. 

And now Mr . T imo thy 
Good. Britain's leading lec tur
er on the subject. is convinced 
the story is ab~olutcly true. 

Mr. Good, an independent 
researcher, wrote and arranged 
a meet ing \\ ith 77-year-old Mr. 
A lfred Burtoo afte r the 
"News· · rep o rted his 
experience. 

He claimed he spoke to be· 
ings from outer space and 
boarded their flying saucer 
when it landed on the banks of 
the Basingstolr.e CanJ.l, n~r to 
where he was fishing. 

!\!r. Good has a specialised 
knowledge of cases involvi ng 
reported con tact with the occu
pants of UFO - popularly 
known as close encounters of 
the third lUnd . 

Consultant 
And he said of ~r. Bunoo·s 

"tory: " It is a very important 
case and quite exciting. I am 
convincd he is telling the 
truth and his was a genuine 
experience." 

Mr. Good. who is a princi
pal consultant to the House of 
Lords all-party UFO study 
group. spent a couple of hours 
taiiOng to Mr. Burtoo at his 
ho m e in Pega su> Avenue. 
Aldershot. 

The pensioner was over the 
moon to ha\·e an npcrt car to 
li>tCQ 10 lu> >lOry and wa> 
more than happy 10 once again 
go through the events o f 
August 12. 

That night he was fi shing 
with Ius dog Tiny near 1he 

J 
(-- \ 
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UFO expert Mr. Good chats with Mr. Burtoo at the pensioner's horne. 

Government Road bridge over 
the Basi ng stoke Canal in 

Aldershot. He said the flying 
saucer landed at about 1. 15 
a.m. 

He said two forms, about 
4ft. tall and dressed in pale 
green suit>, came towards him. 
Dark visors covered their faces. 

One of the forms beckoned 
to him and he followed them 
to the steps of the spaceship 
and climbed aboard. 

Once i n~ ide he was asked to 
stand under an amber light 
and was then told : " You can 

go. You are too old and too 
infirm for our purpose." 

Nter hearing the story Mr. 
Good said there were many si
milarities between Mr. Bur
too's exper ience and other 
cases he had investigated. 

Cases 
'"I! strikes me that Mr. Bur

too could not have known 
many of the things he has told 
me. from the o utset of the de
scription of the craft to the 
occupants themselves there are 

similarities with lots of other 
ex pcnenccs. 

Mr. Good. who lives in 
Bcckcnham, Kent. first became 
interested in UFOs in 1955. 

I Jc hegan his own research 
into the subJeCt six years later 
and ~mce 1967 has lectured 
t hroughout the United 
K1ngdom. 

lie hdievcs there arc differ· 
ent groups of beings VISiting 
th1s planet from other solar 
>ystems and documented sight
ings go hack as far as 1955. 

Many UFOs have hecn seen 
above mihtary establi>hments 

and he says that could be the 
rea.,on why the craft seen by 
Mr. Burtoo was in Aldershot 
that night. 

Mr. Good praised the pen· 
>ioner for spe:ll.:mg out about 
h1s experience He said many 
people \\ere afraid of talking 
about UFO sight ings for fear 
of nd1cuk 

He added that he would oo-w 
be u,ing ~lr. Burtoo's cxpen· 
encc in his lectures and dts
cu,smg 1hc: case: with other 
rc:searcher, 
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Western Australians have reported more 
than 10,000 UFO slghtings In the past four 
years. Most of these have been accounted 
for, but some, d e s p I t e thorough 
investigation, cannot be explained. Here 
we recall some of the UFO mr.steries 
which have baffled authorities n WA. 

fRANC IS COLLINS coukl be for
given for thinking she had awoken in
to a nightmare. 

No sooner had the 34-year-old Esper
ance shop-owner been shaken out of her 
sleep than she was filled with fear . 

Mrs C o 111 n s was 
roused by her terrilled 
friend, potter Maggie 
Yeend, who was at the 
wheel of her van 
gaping at a bright ob
ject ln the night sky 
Immediately in front 
of them. 

A brllllant ball of 
light hung ln the air 
ahead of the car. It 
was only a short dis
tance away -perhaps 
200m - ln line with 
the path of their car. 
It glowed an orange

red color against the 
dark and looked semi
circular ln shape. 

The obj ect loomed 
menacingly in front 
of them, allhough 
the women heard no 
sound over the van's 
engine, and appeared 
to be moving at the 
same speed as the van. 

The women stared 
at the object, hearts 
pounding. M a g g l e 
pressed h arder on the 
afc:elerator1 but foun d 

"March 28 was also 
a night of perfect 
visibility," Mr Barley 
said. "It was fine and 
there were no clouds." 

Weather and air
craft play a key role 
in Mr Barley's favorite 
pastime - Investigat
ing UFOs - because 
they help explain so 
many UFO reports. 

"We account for 
more than 90 per cent 
ot slghtings," Mr Bar
ley said, "either as 
aircraft, p 1 a n e t s , 
satellites or meteoro
logical phenomena." 

Unexplained 
That is gratifying 

news, because Western 
Australians have re
ported m o r e than 
10,000 unidentified 
flying objects in the 
past six years. 

"Despite thorough 
investigation several 
dozen cases remain 
unexplained," Mr Bar
ley said. 

"We check airports. 
the Department of 
Aviation , Biekkv Ob
sovaCotY1 the l:lureau 
or MeteoYology and 
loca.l pol'" ~Y every 

I By J~~- POLLARD I 
that the van would 
not go any faster than 
80kmh. It was nor
mally capable or do
Ing up to llOkmh. 

It was just after 
Jam. The two women 
had not long left 
Munglinup to drive 
home to Esperance -
a 100km stretch -
and on this morning, 
March 28, 1982, the 
South Coast Highway 
must have seemed the 
loneliest road in the 
world . 

Frightened 
"When lt first ap

pea red I was as
tonished," Mrs Yecnd , 
42, said later . "I could 
not believe my eyes. 
I woke up Francis and 
for 20 minutes we 
were frightened stiff. 

"Gradually, we be
g:\11 to think the UFO 
mtJnt us no harm . 

report but some re
ma!n a mystery ." 

One mystery which 
has baffled Mr Barley 
and his colleagues is a 
set or strange marks 
found in a barley field 
at Ogllvy, 80km north
east of Geraldton. 

Four circular Im 
prints, 1.3m in 
diameter a n d 8.5m 
apart In the shape of 
a square, were dis
covered in June 1980 
by a farmer whlle 
ploughing. 

The size of the 
marks p u z z 1 c d the 
farmer so much he 
contacted local 
authorities to try to 
find out what could 
have caused them -
after a neighbor said 
he had seen "a rising 
light" In the field two 
weeks earlier. 

Geologists r r o m 
WAIT t e s t e d the 
ground and deter
mined that a weight 
In excess of 75 tonnes 
w o u I d have been 
needed to make each 
Imprint. 

Mr Barley said a 

WA sightings 
baffle experts 

" It went from one 
side of the road to the 
other on occasions and 
we could see other 
lights underneath it. 

"Once It seemed to 
bank right and turn 
around, but there was 
no sound. It looked 
about the size of a 
small helicopter. 

"A truck approached 
us and the UFO emit
ted some kind or 
spray or ml::: t from the 
back, then sped away 

into the sky. It re
turned soon after the 
truck had gone, and 
followed us the entire 
way to Esperance." 

On r e a c h I n g the 
town the two women 
drove straight to the 
home or an off-duty 
policeman and re
ported the incident. 

Constable I . Gordon, 
28, said afterwards he 
was woken just before 
4am by Mrs Collins, 

who was " ln a terrified 
state". 

"She said she and 
her friend had been 
followed by a UFO, 
which was then hover
ing over the bay, so 
we went outside," Con
stable Go r do n re
ported. 

"About lkm out and 
2km up from the hori
zon was a bright ob
ject. It wasn't a star 
or the moon and de
finitely wasn't Venus. 
It remained stationary 

there the whole time 
we looked at lt, but 
disappeared so o n 
after." 

That Incident is 
WA's most startllng 
UFO sighting. Eyewit
ness reports from both 
women and the police
man were later sup
ported by two kan
garoo s h o o t e r s , a 
truckdriver and other 
motorists who said 
they also saw the 
mystery c r a f t near 
Esperance that day. 

For the W A UFO 
Investigation Centre 
it is just one (albeit 
the most Impressive> 
ot a number of UFO 
sightlngs in WA which 
cannot be explained. 

WAUFOIC chairman, 
Mr Mike Barley, who 
is perhaps the State's 
foremost UFO inves
tigator, sa id the 
Esperance s i g h t I n g 
occurred when there 
were no aircraft near 
the town. 

Farmer Eric Parker shows reporter Brian 
Northeast the strange bald patch in his barley 

paddock in 1980. 

tailed Information for I 'm sort of a looney 
reference. going around looking 

"The value ot this for little green men, 
was shown ln Septem- but that's not the 
ber when a UFO was case," he said. 
reported by several " We 're just looking 
witnesses near Pearce for a sensible solution 
air-base . The draw- for UFOs - whether 
ings of that craft were It's secretly - tested 
very simila r to those military craft or 
of one tracked by whatever." 

A drawing of the craft ~ighted over Pearce air base in September, 1983. police ln Melbourne in People who want to 
July." report a UFO sighting 

possible close en- " Numerous author!- tn , and that is just the I should write to Mr 
counter of the third ties questioned him way Mr Borley wants nterest Barley <Kenmore Rd, 
kind (alien contact) over the inc:ldent, hut it. Mr Barley, who ls 35 Mahogany Creek) or 
occurred in WA in have been unable to "Our aim Is to ln- and has six children, attend the Investiga-
1979. disprove his claim or vestigate reports and said he developed an tion Centre's "barbe-

"Th e first and only shed any light on the classify them all be- interest in UFOs when cue- sky- watch" at 
report by a Western matter." fore putting· them into he sighted one him- Quarry Park, Gos
Auslralwn who claims Meanwhile, the re- archives," he saId. self in the 1960s. nells, on Saturday at 
to have met an alien ports are still coming "We then have de- "Some people think 4pm. 
bct11g was made ln ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
May 1979 by a Cool- i' 
gardie farmer," he 
said. 

"The man claims a 
person in a strange 
suil con fronted him 
in his farmhouse 
shor tly after he no-
ticed t w o rocket-
shaped craft on a 
nearby paddock. He 
said the being spoke 
to him in a strange 
tongue , then Engllsh, 
while his watchdog 
cowerrrl in the corner. 
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Small Group Controls 
World Destiny 

ANTI-GRAVITY 
machlnt:'S. lh<' uni

fied field atomic 
bomb tl'Rts. la~t~r n• 
search and appari
Uon.c;. 

All tht>st' are cnvt~rt·d 
in Rruct> Cathit• 's nt•w 
book. rlw flrid~-:e to 111 -
fillil \>' - 11<1 rii!OIII<" 

371:?4~ . Cathit' fans will 
be dt'llghtetl with the 
wealth of information 
and the evidt•nrt' put 
forward on $tH'h pl<'n's 
and pht'nomt•na as lht' 
pyramids in thf' Sht>nsi 
Province of China. lt•vi
tations in Tibt•f. tht• Phi
ladelphia Expcrimt>nl 
carrit>d out bv Ameri
can scit>ntisto; r·t·l:.~ting ltl 
tne unifit•d field lht•on· 
and tht' apparitions tif 
the Virgin Mar) at lht' 
small village nf (;ara 
bnndal in Spain . 

The hook rnnl;lln" 
somf'thing for t•,·en·ont' 
on unexplotint'd pht•n 
omt>na arouncllht• world 

and for those who art' 
newcomers to his writ
in~. a surprise Is In 
store that may well lend 
llwm to delv.- Into his 
t•arlit>r publications. 

Thert> i!l an urgt"ncy 
ahout this book, a "stand 
up and be countt>d" 
theme that runs all lht> 
way through it . Chal
lt'ngcs are raist"d 
againsf various social 
ordt~rs around the world 
to virtually rt-fule his 
allegations and proofs 
lltal a comparatively 
small group is control
ling the destiny of tht' 
world: a group that has 
in its pos.st>ssion tt>chni
cal Information far 
heynnd the wildt>sl 
dr~ams of man . So far 
tlwn· h;t<; only hf'cn a 
stony silt•nc!' from his 
nitics. 

In llw final chaptt•r of 
I lw Hridgf• to ltrfinity 
Cathif' has turnf'd his 
talents Inwards investi -

~1ting the varinus ap· 
raritions of lht> Hlt'!>.-wd 
Virgin nrnuntl the world 
during the ra"t tOO 
yt•ars. Well known ap
pearant:t's such as 
l.ourd('S, Fatim;.~ and 
< iarahantlal are fully 
covcrt>d and tht• ~'onclu 
sinns 1 hal ht• has 
rcaeht•d w1ll surprist• 
many _ 

Otll('r "lleuvt>nly 
Manif~ostalions" are al~' 
dt•nll with, with mort' 
stnrtling n•sults. 

Pt"rhaps tht~ reportt•fl 
apparitions of the Virgin 
Mary in (iarabandal. in 
northt'rn Spain during 
lht' I !14iCls. havt• at -
tracted the author 's 
euriosily nwn· than 
most . 

lh'n• an urgent nws 
-:agf' was giv(•n to be 
rt'hiV('d to the wholl' 
woricl With a promis~·cl 
great mirac-lt' still yet In 
happen to convinct> lht• 
world of lhf' autht'ntic -

UFO NOW 
A SECOND 
SIGHTING 

A COUPLE say they saw a UFO above Rochester airport -
the second reported sighting. And before anyone says it. 
Tom and Eileen Carter are sure it wasn't a plane . "It was 
circular and surrounded by lights," said Tom. 

They thought rr~~• ... --
nothing more of it 
until reading the 
Post story about a 
woman who had to 
be calmed by police 
who found her in a 
hedge after 'seeing' 
a UFO. 

Tom said: "I thought 
I had better phone the 
Post betore people 
thought that woman 
was mad. She Isn't, 
because we saw It as 
well." 

The couple, from 
Longley Road, 
Walderslade . were 
driving down City Way 
on Wednesday evening 
at about 9pm when they 
saw incredibly bright 
lights. 

SCREAM 
Their report coin· 

cides with that of the 
unnamed woman who 
collapsed screaming in 
City Way the same 
evening. 

A spokesman said 
she had panicked after 
seeing bright lights in 
the sky. They think it 
was a low flying plane · s 
landing lights. 

UFO spotters Eileen and Tom Carter. 

KENT EVENING POST, ~1aidstone, 

England - Dec. 5, 1983 
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e Dru(•e ( 'athie 
more unc.-xplainc.-d 

phenomena. 

itv and lht• extreme rm
portanct> of tht· 
communkalion. Full de
tails of this story art> 
wt>ll rovt>red and what 
doe" llrucc Calhit' think 
of Garabandt>P Well. 
that will he another 
l:illrprist• in s tore for lhe 
n•;ult•r of this inlt>rt•st 
ing book _ 

AI < iarahantl<~l the 
Virgin Muy dPiailctl 
that 1111' pn•sent Pnpt> 
woultl he lht• last one . 
anti tht•n it woultl tw lht· 
" f'nd of tlnw _" 

Close 
encounter 

with 
mystery 
lights 

~ MYSTERIOUS lights 
1=1 have been reported on 

>11 two consecutive r.ights 
off the Suffolk and 

~ Essex coasts. 
o Coastguards say tt.at 

..__, Tuesday night 's sightinss 'B were flares being Uill!d 
CfJ during USAF exercises . 

But lights reported b) 
~ two ships off Essex on 
E---< Monday night still 
m remain a mys tery . 

0 z 
H 

Sightings 

~ Suffolk UFO investi
:> gator Mr. Paul Hermon 
>11 said that he was intrigued 
!1! by Monday's sightings. 
0 
H "I have heard reports 
&5 that two ships 15 miles 
P-. apart out to sea saw a 
H green light which took 

about one minute to pass 
between them and that a 
similar light had been 
seen and reported by 
various people along the 
coast. '' 

Coastgua rds at Walto n 
on the Naze sa1d they had 
received reports from two 
ships sayi ng they had seen 
a mysterious green light 
early on Tuesday . They 
had received no further 
reports. 

US AF Bent wa ter s 
confi rmed that there " ere 
no exercises off the coast 
on Monday night. 

CHATHAM STANDARD, Kent, England - Dec. 13, 1983 

Lights 
spark 

UFOs 

• sky 
new 

probe 
~ TWO PULSATING white lights in the sky over 
rl West Bletchley could be the latest in a series of 

UFO sightings in the area. 

~ ~~~?~il~e~?~~:~;~~r:~r~;e:~~ ~1~~:; ~Fot~r~:~~~ 
than the two witnesses he has found so far. 

00 The I ate s t si~hting 

~ ~~~dea:t r~~~ p:e~k. w.;~; 
rl two witnesses-who wish 
~ to remain anonymous
~ saw the lights over their 

homes in Nene Drive 
travellin& east towards 

Ill the A5 . 
~ "There were two pul
~ sating white lights, one 

r:Q at a faster rate than the 
other, so every now and 

Ill again they were comin~: 
C1J into synchronism," said 

~ M~.J~~~~;r:hts banked to 
~ the left and for an in-

stance, t he witnesses 
1=1 thought they could detect 
0 a rim. They stood watch
~ ing for three or four 
::;j minutes as the lights 
.-=. gradually faded into ob-

scurity." 
1%-1 T h e r e h a v e been 
E---< several reported UFO 
fj sightings in the skies 
N over Milton Kevnes in 
~ the last ten years: 
0 Two years ago, two 

policemen stood open· 
mouthed as a round yel· 
low craft emitting beams 
of rd and blue light 
hovered over their Panda 

By ANDY 
GillS 

car on Saxon Street, near 
Fishermead. 

And in 1978, the sight
ing of an object over the 
Lakes estate, with ligh ts 
spinning round it and a 
bluey-white glow, was 
given a "high credibility 
rating". 

But Mr Phillips is 
sceptical that the latest 
sighting is genuine. He 
has established that three 
aircraft from RAF Upper 
Heyford in Oxfordshire 
were in the area at the 
time. 

"There was no sound 
detected, but aircraft 
sometimes shut off their 
engines because of en
vironmental grounds over 
cities," he said. 

"This has all the hall
marks of an archetype 
which may have been 
triggered off by the si~ht
ing of USAF jets. You 
can't really say that il's 
anything more con«ete 
than that at the moment." 

GLOBE AND MAIL, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Jan. 13, 1984 CR: G. Dup1antier 

40 report UFO in Ukraine 
MOSCOW (Reuter)- A mysteri

ous bright object flew at great 
speed across Ukraine and southern 
Russia last month and Soviet scien
tists are puzzled and divided about 
what it was, the Moscow newspaper 
Trud reported yesterday. 

It said more than 40 witnesses 
had filed reports of the object , a 
bright sphere followed by seven 
smaller lights, wnich crossed the 
sky on the night of Dec. 2. 

Most said they saw it changing 
altitude and direction and some 
claimed they saw a •·construction 

like a space ship, flying less than a 
kilometre (half a mile) above the 
ground," Trud reported . 

The daily cited different experts 
as saying it may have been a mete
orite, ball lightning, or parts of a 
satellite burning up in the atmO
sphere . 

The head of the Ukrainian 
Commission for Cosmic Research. 
Grigory Pisarenko, said the object 
was flying too slowly and too near 
the ground to have been a meteor
ite . Its speed has been calculated as 
5,950 kilometres an hour . 

STARS AND STRIPES, Washington, DC 
Jan. 28, 1984 CR: G. Fawcett 

7 Mideast oil workers report 
spotting 'round, silver' UFO 

BEIRUT (UPI)- Oil field workers in the emirate of 
Sharjah have spotted an unidentified flying object, the 
latest such sighting in the region in recent months, the 
Gulf News Agency said. 

It said the UFO was sighted by seven people who 
described it as a "round object. silver in color, and flying 
at a very high altitide." 

The seven also told the agency the object was "not a 
plane or a satellite." _ . 

Residents of the nearby em1rate of Ras el Kha1mah 
have reported at least one such sighting in recent 
months. 

MAIL, Surrey, England 
Jan. 14, 1984 CR: T. Good 

UFO weight loss? 
the Basingstoke Canal, late 
at night. His description of 
the craft tallied with many 
others from around the 
world, Mr. Fowler said. 

LIGHTS IN THE SKY MYSTERY 

THE MAN who claims he 
was taken aboard a flying 
saucer in Alder-shot on 
August 12th by little green 
men has lost 1 'h stone in 
weight since the incident. 
says Mr . Omar Fowler, 
chairman of the Guildford
based Surrey Investigation 
Group on Aerial 
Phenomena. 

Now Mr. Fowler - whose 
account of the alleged 'close 
encounter' has just been pub
lished in the Flying Saucer 
Review - wants to establish 
whether Alfred Burtoo's 
weight loss is caused by 
worry or radiation sickness. 

Since October, places like 
Alder-shot, Normandy and 
the Hogs Back have reported 
a spate of UFO sightiogs. 
Just before Christmas a mya
tery blue light was seen in the 
sky above Weyboume near 
Farnham. 

IT IS unlikely aa Invasion force of 
Uttle IJ'Mn men Ia bomlnc In an the 
Medway Towns, deapUe recent 
slf(bllnga of weird multJ--coloured 
llf(btaln tbe ally above Roebe1ter. 

It seems tbattraMe eontroUen at 
R.A.F . Mansion aollced nothlnf( 
•aaaal oa lllelr radar screens oa 
dial nlgllt. 

If tbe Medway Towns were "buz
lled" by IDqulaltJve aUena, they were 
aat latereatecl enouf(b to make a 
lancllng at tbe nearby airport. 

But tile mystery remains. 
One woman walldnc alonc City 

Way certainly aaw something which 
trlf(hleud her. Pollee found ber 
eowertaa Ia tbe buabea acreamtncln 
lerntr. Site claimed abe llad seen a 

strange object nytng over City Way, 
Roebester. 

Later a Medway eoaple also said 
they had seen strange multi
coloured Uf(bla In the ally as tbey 
drove along City Way towards Maid· 
stone at about 9 p.m. tbe same 
evening, 30 November. 

Tom and EUeen Carter, of Long
.. , Read, Rochester, saw tile mya· 

terioua round U.F.O. from lllelr ur 
window - thoach llle7 were not 
tmpresled enouah to atop aad cet 
out to watch. 

EUeen, wbo Ia 40, said : "We boUt 
aaw a round objec:t will! aU cllJferent 
Ughta- white, blue, creea aa4 red. 
II waa quite blcaad II waa certainly 
aot a plane." 

The UFO expert is con
vinced the Aldershot man 
did go aboard a saucer
shaped craft on the banks of 

And those readers who 
think only America is 
plagued by alleged landings 
of sttange craft might be mis
taken. On October 14th a 
woman on a country road 
near Reading, reported to 
her employer that she had 
seen a saucer-shaped craft on 
herwaytoworkat6.15 a.m. 
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EVEIIIG ECHO, Bourneaouth, Doraet, En&land - Jan. 18, 1984 

'Rocket' flight 
sti II mystery 

A SIGHTING o! a 111\'sten 
objt'Ot In Lht· sk~· h~· n \\:ocnan 
motorist nnd h<'r 15-ycar-old 
~n . as the-y wrn· rlrlvlng out 
of Christchurch nL the- weck
tnd. sounds remnrkobly like 
other UFO si[lhtlngs In the 
an'11 In rl'Cl' ll l y<'ars. 

This is the r<'action of UFO 
specia list Mr . Philip Shaw, of 
F e•ndown. to the rocket
shaped ob.iect ob.~f'n· ed by an 
nstonish<'d Mrs . Maxine 
Allenby and hrr s:m Robert 
on tht' main L~· ndhurst Road 
.- t Hinton Adm iral. 

Mrs. AllrnlJ,·. who was 
driving to hrr home in Ash 
Road. Ashurs t. thought. at 
fh·st shr wns looking <It a lo\\· 
n .r tug aircrnf.l . H took a 
strep dh·e ns it passed across 
1 he road ahead and went out 
of sight behind trees in the 
Walkford direction . 

Thin king it h nd crashed 
she alerted Christchurch 
polic e The~· 11111de 11 
thorough srarch of llH• arrn 
bul foun d uo th in:; . 

New Millon p::>lic r wert' also 
e,)ntactrcl bul d rew a blank 
and Air Traffic Control at 
H urn h ad no k.nowlcd~r of 
nn y low ftym ~ planes. 

Thr lnridt'nl.. which hns lrfl 
Mrs. Ali<'nl>y and Robert k.ee~1 
to find out morr nbout UFOs, 
occurred 11!1 they fiPfll'Oflched 
the Cnt n·ntl Fiddle pnb at 
dusk on Snl n•·cta~· . 

Tlwv had il In virw about 
20 seconds . long l'llOlllh to 
tnlk nboul It while still 
watching. " I sold to m~· 
son 'I'm not. lmaglnlnl It? 
and he said ·No.' It wu 
dcfinlt<'ll· then'," sa ld Mrs 

Thl'y wan both drflnitt' I Allcnb.\' . 
~hot what t.hey sa w was not .11 " I'vr nel'r r src·n an 1 thin& 
reflection rrom another cars like iL before. we couid not 
llaht.s. oltlJOtll!h the light Rtop talking ;ohoo1 t it the next 
trom it w .. , the s~mr ypllow tin I' .. 

colour. ~.. . Shaw . or.:anisl'r or 
The objt•t·t wns in the Ferndown Mystery Circle, 

middle of the windscreen told the Echo the ~;ilhtlnl 
'&'hen she fi~t spotted it, sounded rcmnrkobly like 
said Mrs. Allcn-1>,1' . probably another nol far away at 
ll'SS than n milr awn~' and HighcliiTr Castle In liH' 1970s. 
moving fa st at Iii tlr mort That ohit•ct was also cigar· 
than t rt'r height . shaprd. · 

A mns~ of cone-shaped 
light was t•omi n l! from the 
front part. a nti behind .. she 
and nobc rL l'Onld srr n long, 
dark ~h~pt · \\' ilh 110 111ark.ings 
on it. 

Aflr r .i lllliJlilll( to the ron
elusion it w~s nn aircraft. 
tht'y 1 hen rr;disrd It had no 
wings nnd " ·:1s rol'kc·t or 
ciga r-shniWtl. 

It su cld r nl~· t onk :1 sha I'll 
dive nnd looked as if it 
mu~ t h ~ \·r cr:<shed a fte r d iS· 
n ppr:l ri n~ lwt ow I rer lcvl'l. 

CR: T. Good 

''ThiS i:> VCI'~ chanH'leri&lit 
ot the shape or objects I 
have investigated in the New 
Fore5·L UtHt \Vrsse:-; arr11 
back to the 1950s ... hr ~aid . 

"The~· drscr iht• t':" tr;• · 
ordinan· maUOt'll\'l' t's. not 
always· t·onformln!( to \\h at 
we know of <~ircra! t." 

e Bonrncmouth we:ot h1 ·r· · 
man Mr . Peter H o~,;rrs said 
whal wns seen could h a 1· r 
been a li~,;h l ning ball . a 
pherHJIIH' llOil still bcln)l: 
im·csti~:ntcd tort n:r . 

TRANSLATIONS 
CREDIT: Milos Krcelj 

City and country of incident: Split, Yugoslavia 
Date of incident: October 3, 1983 
:-lame of paper and date of clip: AS, October 21, 1983 
City and country of newspaper: Sarajevo, Yugoslavia 

"WE SPOTTED A FLYING SAUCER" 

On the evening of October 3rd, a group of nine amateur astronomers from Split 
spotted a UFO. Telescopes and other instruments enabled them to watch the 
object fo r a full ten minutes. Later, some newspapers published statements 
attributed to the astronomers, claiming they had seen only atmospheric phen
omena of some kind. But this is not what they really said and they determin
edl y deny such ficticious statements. The group of eyewitnesses is now trying 
t o determine the identity, height and course of the unknown object, as well aa 
other details, 

On the evening of the observation, two of the astronomers, Tonci Osibov and 
Ivica Vucemilo, where in the dome of the observatory, observing the heavens 
through the telescope. The others, Go ran and Zoran Ergovic, Dragan Nakir, 
Dragan Solie, Darko Selakovic, Ante Denic and Ivan Babic, were on the club 
premises where they worked on theoretical astronomy under the tutelage of 
Go ran Ergovic. 

The peaceful study of the theorists was suddenly interrupted by loud voices 
f rom wi thin the dome. 

"Alarm I Alarm!," cried Tonci Osibov and lvica Vucemilo at the top of their 
voices. 

"What happened ? ," asked Goran Ergovic, who was the first to run up to the 
terrace. 

"A :lying saucer!" 

"Xonsense I" 

Yet, in the next moment, all of them had the opportunity to see with their 
own eyes a peculiar object, flying at great height from the direction of 
Solta Island towards the !<as tela Bay. Every possible "scientific presumpt
ion"--that it might be a satellite, a plane, a helicopter, a balloon or some 
natural phenomenon--was denied in the next few minutes of observation. As 
they recorded in the diary of the observatory, verifying their notes by their 
signatures, the object moved "relatively fast" and emitted a twinkling blue
white light which occasionally changed its intensity. 

"Instead of only watching and guessina w;1at it might have been, we decided 
to observe it very carefully," said Goran Ergovic in his statement to the 
Sarajevo weekly, AS. 

The nine astronomers watched the object through a telescope and other instru
ments for ten minutes, from 20:10 to 20:20, the period in which the object was 
visible to them. Because of its great distance and brightness, however, they 
could not tell the exact shape of the object, but it seemed more oblong than 
circular. Some three minutes later, when it came under the center of the 
"Great Bear" constellation, it suddenly stopped. 

"I watched it then through a teleacope lens with magnification of 9 timea, 
because in the meantime, the obj act 'diaappeared' from the telescope," said 
Goran Ergovic. "I noticed that it was surrounded by more objects which were 
smaller and emanated strong orange light, It was not possible to tell their 
exact number because they were partly hidden behind the bluiah-hite light of 
the larger object. All that time, the objects were flying very alowly and 

aft•~ a 1bo~t•~ perio4 of floatial ia tbe ... 1pot, tbey aoatiauM tbei~ 
fliabt to the north. In the Dext two or thr•• aiDut .. , it 1--.M to 1&8 u 
thouab they had fuaed toaether into the laraer object, vhol& briahtul& aooa 
tun.cl into a a trona red color, chanai.Da ita inteuity froa tille to tille. 
Tbil continued until the object diaappeared behind the 110untain Harju." 

At tha .... tille, lii&DY inbabit&Dtl of Solta Illand, as well •• citizen& of 
Split and l.C&etela, also &potted this UFO. Tvo houra later, at lOaOO P.M., 
they spotted a aoaewhat euller object of etrona oruae color. It headed in 
the same direction, from south to north, at a rather slow apeed, eo that it 
took nine minutes to dilappeer on the horizon. 

In the next few days, some newspapers wrote that the astronomers from Split
ay.,itnesaee of this phenomenon--stated that it had not been a "flyina saucer," 
but unusual at1110epherica in the fora of heat ad ball a. 

"No one of ua has ever aiven such a stat ... nt," said Goren Ergovic, "and on 
the beaia of our own obeervatione, we atronaly reject auch an interpretation. 
The object we saw wae oblong-shaped and of bluish-bite briahtneu, while 
atiiOapberic clearances §all lightninl1] look like heated balls. Baa idea, 
they 1110ve extraordinarily fast, while the unknown obj act had been visible for 
tan lllinutee and it had floated for three minutee on the same spot at a vary 
araat height." 

The activity of the aatronomara is now concentrated on efforta to collect 
their obaervationa and coapariaona and then to calculate. the fliaht path, 
the. height, the aize aud the shape of the unknown obj acta. But the anever 
to the. moat important and intereatina queation, what wae it actually all 
about, will surely remain unknown aa it haa remained so many timea in siailar 
caaea all over the world. 

CREDIT: F.A.D.A. (Translation Credit: George Andrews) 

City and country of incident: Provencal, France 
Data of incident: January 8, 1981 
Name of publication and date of article: FRANCE-SOIR, ~ovember 19, 1983 
City and country of publication: Paris, France 

EXCLUSIVE: SCIENTIFIC PROOF OF UFOs 

Two scientists who are above suapicion have brought up again the subject of 
UFOs. For the first time, their statements are backed up by official and 
irrefutable laboratory examinations and analyses. Jean-Yves Casgha inter
viewed them on his "Boulevard of the Strange" program (every day at 2:45 
P.M. on France-Inter). In this article he explains their discoveries. Mind
boggling: one of them appears to have found out the energy used by UFOs, and 
to have built a model which works. 

The village of Trans-en-Provence is a tiny town situated a few miles from 
Draguignan in the Var region. Leavea of plants collected there which had 
mysteriously aged contain irrefutable evidence that a UFO landed in this 
village. Dr. Bounias is the director of the biochemical laboratory of the 
INRA (National Institute of Agricultural Research) at Avignon. He made the 
analyses, and formally states: "We worked on very young leaves. They all 
had the anatomic and physiologic characteristics of their age. However, 
they had the biochemical characteristics of advanced senescence, of old 
age! And this does not resemble anything known to exist on our planet." 
The only scientific hypothesis capable of explaining the disconcerting old 
age of these young vegetables is the landing of a UFO, which a witness re
ported that he had seen to land at the place where the leaves were gathered. 

The INRA carried out the analyses at the request of GEPAN (Group for the 
Study of Unidentified Aer:!.al and Space Phenomena ) , which is a branch of the 
National Center for Space Research. The leaf samples were collected by the 
Draguignan police. Inscribed in their structure is the testimony to a visit 
by a "flying saucer." 

This took place on January 8, 1981. About 5 P.!1. on that day, Renate ~ico
lai, who lives at Trans-en-Provence, saw an aircraft land about thirty met
ers away f rom him. There were no f lames, there •.Jas no smoke. It was about 
one and four-fifths meters high, two and a half meters in diameter. The 
color was that of lead. The shape was similar to two logs on top of each 
other, encircled by a sort of metallic crown at their point of junction. 
The entire craft rested on small telescopic legs. There was no light, and 
no noise except a faint whistling. After about a minute, the craft took 
off, rose into the air, and disappeared. 

However, traces remained on the soil. As the police gathered samples, they 
carefully took notes on their respective distances from the UFO impact site. 
These samples of vegetation are today at the center of the most disturbing 
of scientific mysteries. 

Dr . !lounias, of course, carr i ed out his examination in the most rigorous 
possible fashion. He established samples from plants of the same species 
taken at different distances from the point of impact. He analysed the 
photosynthetic ?igments, the glucides, the amino acids, etc. He found 
that the type of "bichemical trauma" revealed by the leaves diminished as 
the distance from the UFO impact site increased. He explains: "Certain 
substances which are present in the close-range samples are not present 
in those taken further away, and vice versa." 

There is no possible risk of a mistake. "We have found differences suff
iciently important that the statistical significance of the results is 
i rrefutable." 

Although he continues to do research on the samples to find out everything 
possible from them, no one tries to argue with the results thus far obtain
ed. But no one is offering any explanations of them either. 

The director of the biochemical laboratory adds: "All we can say is that 
something certainly happened. We have observed the effects of a phenom
enon. But we don't know its precise nature or, above all, its cause." 

Dr • Bounias takes care not to specify that the cause was the UFO seen by 
Renate Nicolai. As a scientist, he goes no further than stating what his 
work has verified. He says: "The next step would be to compare the effects 
we have observed with those caueed by other physical agents known to us, such 
as generators of electronic fields. But that is only a suggestion, a line of 
research I indicate which might not yield any results." 

However, if such tests caused similar reaults on vegetation to the effects 
on the leaves taken from Trans-en-Provence, this would constitute an extra
ordinary revelation: it would establish proof of another scientist's theory, 
who thinks that he has discovered how UFOs function. His name is Jean-Pierre 
Petit. He is a researcher at CNRS (National Center for Space Research). In 
his laboratory at Aix-en-Provence, he has even built a model of a UFO that 
works. 

Professor Petit has been trying for years to get his colleagues to acknow
ledge interest in his work. None of them have shown any interest, at least 
in France. Russian scientists have not only appreciated his work, they have 
encouraged and helped him, in contrast to the attitude of his French coll
eagues. 

He is passionately interested in the Trans case, and states: "As far aa I 
know, this is the first UFO case which is scientifically acceptable. One 
is obliged to seriously consider the hypothesis of "space-ship of unknown 
origin," as described by Mr. Nicolai, becauae of all the possible explanat
ions, it is the one which fits best with the INRA results." 

He states categorically: "Thia space-ship can not be of terrestrial origin. 13 
No one on this planet knowe how to make a craft capable of performing like 
a UFO. Therefore all the indica tiona are that they come from elsewhere." 

(continued on page 14) 



(continued trom page 13) 
a. is certainly one of the beet qualified ac:ientbtl in the world to mau 
auch an asaertion, aince he aeiiU to have discovered the aecret of their 
-rgy ayatem. 

At the moment, hie model UFO looke rather like a doll' a hat. But thb odd
looking object has an irreplaceable part to play in his laboratory; it is 
used to verify whether UFOa really can travel by ueing the principles of 
MHO (magnetohydrodynamic energy). 

It is difficult to understand the details, but it seems to be a revolution
ary propulsion system. 

Let's try an analogy. In using a dynamo, one turns a handle and produces a 
current. That is a generator. If one reverses this procesa by sending s 
current, the handle turns. MHD is somewhat lik4 that, but there are no mov
ing pieces. If one injects a gas charged with a apead S, thus carrying kin
etic energy, a current is produced. If one reverses this process by sending 
a current into a gas, the gas is set in IIIQtion at speed S. It is a question 
of stimulating movement in a liquid or gaseous fluid. It is a procedure for 
direct energy conversion without moving parts. 

This brief attempt at an eXl'lanation seems rather abrupt. Jean-Pierre Petit 
has been working on MHD since 1965. Shortly after beginning this line of 
research, he became interested in UFOs. It seemad to him unlikely that all 
the witnesses could be hallucinating. Ths scientific argumant against the 
existence of UFOs was that: "All these witnesses say that UFOs travel very 
fast without making any noise, but this is impossible to do without making 
the double bang characteristic of jet aircraft breaking the wall-known bar
rier of sound." This seemed unconvincing to him. 

He devoted his attention to investigating ways of passing this barrier with
out making noise. In 1975 he found a way, but the entire French scientific 
community spurned him as "irrational." He was not able to present the re
sults of his research to qualified academics until the 8th International 
Conference on MHD, which met in Moscow during September of 1983. He was the 
only French scientist to participate in this conference. 

Since then, and in spite of his results, he has not even been able to obtain 
a place to put his equipment, which is sa the ring rust in the garden of a 
friend somewhere in Marseille. 

It seemed incredible to be in a laboratory talking to a competent researcher 
l~ft in such a situation. Jean-Pierre Petit took his model in his hand: 
''This is called an aerodyne MliD." He paused for an instant, then with a 
t"'inkle in his eye, he added: "If I called it a flying saucer, it would not 
be taken seriously. I have only just begun to understand that in France 
everything is a question of vocabulary. Now, have a look at this." 

He places the model under a glass bell, in which he diminishes the pressure 
in order to need less energy. He switches on the current, and you have be
fore you what I saw: as the aerodyne functions, it changes in color and lum
inosity according to the energy it receive&. Of course, it is more complex 
t han that, but the result i& that it f unctions like a UFO. He says: "But 
that's not all. In the air you don't really see what's going on." 

He removes the model from the glass bell and puts it in a large container of 
water, a channel of water. When he makes a current of water flow over the 
model, as if miraculously, i t stays absolutely immobile. There is no wave 
behind it, not the least little "Wrinkle before i t--but the water makes a 
hollow space in f ront of it I I watch in astonishment, as if I was witness
ing the impossible. 

"You see, I told you: MHD is extraordinary. Of course, my model doesn't fly 
yet, but i t's a question of power and of resources. But from now on, as far 
as the theory is concerned, it is a sure thing. I still haven't discussed 
:nicrowaves and ionisation with you , but what I can tell you is that a micro
wave generator only slightly more powerful than those that we possess could 
explain quite a lot about what happened at Trans-en-Provence." 

Jean-Pierre Petit feels isolated , indeed very much alone, with a heavy res
ponsibility and a determination to develop his extraordinary discovery and 
:nake it known. But all by himself, faced with ths inertia of the French 
scientific establishment, it is difficult: he is running a blockade. 

.\s we parted, he showed me two letters. One was addressed to the ~inister 
of Defense, the other to the ~nister of Research and Industry. The letters 
;:ontained a brief summary of his discoveries, and explained the urgency of 
devoting serious attention to the UFO problem after the Trans-en-Provence 
c:ase. 

':ben he reached into a cardboard box and withdrew the proofs of a comic 
strip concerning scientific vulgarisation, which is to be published by 
Editions Belin under the title of "The lJall of Silence." It is a genuine 
master-work whose clarity and wit should inspire professors of physics 
everywhere. 

"I have put all the principles and even some of the experiments of MHD into 
this. At the Academy of Science, they still consider it impossible. They 
have not yet understood that when one popularises facts which have not been 
accorded recognition, one is really doing scientific research. They are go
ing to be obliged to devote serious attention to the problem. From the sci
entific point of view, my project is impeccable. When you realize that my 
twenty years of scientific research are better appreciated in Russia than in 
France , it is an absurd and impossible situation." 

The history of science is filled with such blockades, as Galileo certainly 
knew! But what makes it all so strange is that in the end, the truth al
ways comes out and triumphs. It is certain that some day the strange lit
tle doll's hat of Jean-Pierre Petit will be recognised for what it is: the 
first UFO at last defined and identified. - Jean-Yves Casgha. 

TRANSLATION CREDIT: George Andrews 

Cit y and country of incident: Lake Batiacan, Quebec, Canada 
Date of incident: July 16, 1982 
Name of paper and date of clip: LE JOURNAL DE QUEBEC, November 26, 1983 
City and country of newspaper: Quebec, Quebec, Canada 

UFO AT LAKE BATISCAN 

The women were really frightened - One even jumped into the lake. 

The Veilleux family, which lives at Saint Charles Lake, has been through an 
extraordinary adventure which will, in my humble opinion, help C.C.U.Q. re
searchers theorise concerning how UFOs function in our skies. 

"It was Friday evening, July 16, 1982. The hands of my watch indicated pre
cisely 8:50 P.M. I was alone in my inflatable boat, fishing on Lake Batiscan, 
which is about 70 miles from Quebec. Several of my friends, also on vacation, 
were also fishing on the lake at this time, but in small groups at different 
places. Because of the distance involved, we could not see each other, 

"Although the sun was still shining on the western horizon, which I was fac
ing, I suddenly saw lights on the mountain I I know this area well, as I come 
here every year fo r my vacation, and I know that there is no road as high up 
on the mountain as the lights were coming from. I was astonished and watched 
them for a long time. What's more, not one single fish took a bite on my 
bait I The lake is famous for its trout, but no one caught even one single 
fish all that week. 

"There were very few birds, and the only ones that did appear flew low and 
did not make their usual sounds. 

"Suddenly there were wbat I thouabt were sneral flaabea of but liptniDa. 
A few minutes later, a UFO lilently appeared from behind the mountain on 
which I had seen the lights. It came directly above m.e and stopped, hover
ing about 150 feet directly overhead. I waa not afraid, I was faacinated. 
Then it suddenly accelerated very very rapidly, traversing the entire sur
face of the lake at unimaginable speed! It aped along with astounding rap
idity, stopped dead, took off to the north, then i.mmediately went south! Ita 
speed was such that it waa all our eyes could do to follow it while turning 
our heads! Than at lower speed, it returned behind the mountain from which 
it had coma. 

"Upon my return to the house, everyone had seen it. I didn't tell anyone 
that I had also seen it. There were twelve of us. The women had bean 
really frightened, very frightened. One even jumped into the lake to avoid 
beina abducted by the UFO. It seell18 as if the UFO wanted to demonstrate 
the extent of its flight capabilities to us!" 

CREDIT: Irene Granchi 
City and country of incident: Chapeco, Santa Catarina, Brazil 
Date of incident: December 14, 1983 
Name of paper and date of clip: 0 ESTADO, Florianopolia, Sta. Catarina, Brazil 
City and country of new&paper: Florianopoli&, Sta. Catarina, Brazil 

CHAPEC6 FARM-OWNER MAKES EXTRATERRESTRIAL VOYAGE 

(SUMMARY) 

Antonio Nelso Tasca, former broadcaster and now farm-owner in Barreiraa, State 
of Bahia, was visiting friends in Chapeco, where he had lived for many year• 
and was well-known as a broadca&ter for the local radio. He has a high reput
ation and is admired for his honesty, He haa been living in Bahia for the last 
three years. 

The adventure this 49-year-old man had lasted eight hours, during which he waa 
supposedly taken aboard a UFO. It started at 8:00 P.~., December 14, as he 
was returning to Chapeco from Colonia Cella. !:!e was driving along the BR-282 
highway alone. On reaching somewhere near the local Coca-Cola factory, he 
f elt impelled to stop and get out of his car. He cannot explain why he did 
it· He looked up and saw, to his right and above a vehicle some thins like 
a bus in shape, with its lights on inside, but the outside ones off. He 
locked his car and walked towards it, but on approaching it, at about 30 met
ers dis tance, he found it <~as suspended in mid-air, was circular in shape and 
emitted white lights. He realized it was a UFO, about which he had read so 
:nuch in many scientific books. 

He proceeded decidedly, wanting to find out closer what he was sure he was 
prepared to meet. He now felt big waves of heat and supposed they were 
caused by radioactivity coming from the ship. This frightened him, so he 
decided to leave, turning back towards his car. After only a few steps, a 
band of solid light reached out from the ship and "caught" him and, with 
incredible speed, pushed him up into the UFO. This shock made him fall un
conscious. 

It was WedneBd~y, eight o'clock. He returned to this world at six o'clock 
Thu rsday morning. He cannot recollect how long he was unconscious on the 
ship, but when he awoke in it, he was naked, lying in a dark place, with a 
sensat ion of tightness and lack of air. His fi rst impression was that he 
was in a coffin, buried alive. Soon , though, he started moving his toes 
and breathing with less difficulty. 

The poor man started cry ins convulsively, possessed by a never heretofore
felt fear . As he grew accustomed to the darkness, he started to feel the 
touch of little claws or hands on his legs. Then he noticed two or three 
creatures examining him in the dark. After that, they disappeared. 

All of a sudden, the place lit up. Naked and fearful, Antonio Nelao Tasca 
discovered that he was in a room where the walla and ceiling shed light. 
No doors or windows were to be seen. His clothes were lying on the floor, 
so he got dressed. Then a door, not visible to him before, opened. 

A very beautiful, petite woman, wearing light-colored garments, and of a 
delicate complexion, entered the room. He learned later that her name 
was Cabala, and she came from the world of As ali. 

"She was charming. Her eyes were widely placed apart, like Bruna Lombardi's 
eyes; they slanted, like Oriental eyes. She was wearing slippers, or some
thing like that, and something like a woman's nightgown." This was Antonio 
Xelso' s desc r ipt ion of her. His mind in turmoil, he tried to speak, but be
fo re he could manage this, she introduced herself by telepathy. He was still 
silent, but as his thoughts took shape in his mind, she replied. He was told 
that he had been chosen to give mankind a message to divulse among the people 
of Earth, a warning against the destruction of the planet. He tried to find 
out why he , a <nan with little power, with no special gifts, had been chosen, 
and was told by Cabala: "Because you have always believed in superior civil
izations, you have always wanted to communicate with :ne, and because you have 
a cosmic mind." The conversation developed, and something happened after
wards that Antonio Nelso does not wish to reveal, for it could cause him 
personal problems. Fo r this reason, he refuses to speak about it. However, 
he declared that before :.is death, he would leave a full report written for 
his children, so that mankind should know what had happened. 

'•nen he was told that he would be 6iven a message, Antonio Nelso explained 
that his memory was weak, and he would not be able to remember it. Cabala 
assured him that this message he would never forget. Forthwith, she went 
over to the only piece of furniture in the room, standing by the wall, and 
touched some kind of contrivance. The furniture was a half-moon-shaped desk, 
attached to the wall. From the floor there emerged a showcase and in it a 
diadem, displaying eight facets in green, yellow and :::ed. This was placed 
on his head, and the woman then gave her message, requesting him to repeat 
i t twice. He was told that: the message, containing 40 written lines, would 
never be forgotten. The extraterrestrial bade him farewell, lifting her 
right hand. The room went dark once more, and Tasca felt himself being 
:;JUshed at: t he back by the little creatures, the same that had examined hie:. 
before, lying down . 

'..lhat had most impressed our man was the fact that he had been told that he 
was 180 meters below the surface of the Atlantic Ocean. He was taken to 
another room, where he once more fell unconscious. 

·~nen he awoke, he '"as lying on a little plateau above a crag, by highway 
BR- 282, close to the Electro-Diesel Batistella works. It took him quite 
a long while to recover, and then he walked down to the works and asked 
the people there to warn his family. They, in fact, had already warned 
the police about his absence, having discovered his abandoned car, and 
fearing he had been assaulted and k illed. From the works, he went over 
to where he !lad left the car the night before, where he found his family 
and the police waiting. Then he went to his son's house, where he took 
off his clothes, and his son noticed strange marks on his back, as if pro
duced by an iron in embers, showing a "W," followed by a kind of exclamation 
mark. The burn waa not painful, even when pressed or scratched. 

Tasca consulted doctors who examined him. They declared he was healthy, 
both physically and mentally. One of them, Dr. Julio Zawadscki, found it 
strange that the burn should not have caused any discomfort or physical 
change. 

Tasca feels he was born anew; he sees the world in a different way and wants 14 
to live intensely. His economic problema do not worry him any longer, for 
he no longer feels attached to material things. He intends to go on living 
as before, working, but also divulging the message through friends, for he 
does not "'ish his name to be mentioned, and desires no publicity. 
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Loren Coleman: HJs newest boe~ 'Mysterious America,' Is due out this week to coincide wttb Halloween. 
Photo by Jeff Stanton 

A Inan who chases 
hobgoblins and other 
strange creatures 

By Jolm Rolfe 

L OREN COLEMAN of Portland believes 
that there are more strange creatures in 
h~aven and ea~ - which is to say, for 
his purposes, ui the United States and 

Canada - than are dreamt of in our mundane 
philosophy of natural science. 

For over 20 years Coleman has devoted him
self to the study of such wondrous beasts as 
Mas:;achusetts' Dover Demon, the New Jersey 
Devtl, and Lake Champlain's "Champ." For the 
past ten years he has been actively involved in 
fiel~ wo~k and research, traversing the continent 
to tdenttfy and classify unexplained physical 
phenomena. He has investigated and reported 
on "spook lights" and 'tJFOs, phantom clowns 
~d phantom panthers, alligators in New York 
C::tty, .a my~ery_ kangaroo in Chicago, African 
hons m Cahfornta and "oak apes" in the swamps 
and bottomlands of North America. 

The fruits of Coleman's researches into the de
monic and the demonically out-of-place are 
~hedul~d to appear in his new illustrated book. 
. My~tenous Amenca," (paper, $5.95) under the 
1mpnnt of the prestigious British firm Faber and 
Faber. Publication is set, appropriately for this 
week to coincide with Halloween - "My favor
ite holiday," says Coleman. 

. In deference to that perhaps a midnight inter
VIew should have been scheduled . Instead it was 
twilight, at the 1826 former farmhouse near 
Woodfords where Coleman and his wife Libbet 
have lived since April. The onlv signs of inhu
man life here in the den are a brace of roly-poly 
orang~ cats, a toy pterodactyl suspended from 
the ce1lmg, an ersatz armadillo and a stuffed fox . 

ColP':lan himself appears fairly unphenomen
al. He 1s soft-spoken, with unusually luminous 
blue eyes (of which he possesses only the stan· 
dard two) and in ~is discour~ _on strange beings 
and events there IS no fanat1c1sm. just the calm 
reasonableness and assurance of a man who 
knows whereof he speaks. 

He is a native of Illinois who "fell in love with 
Maine .. : with the quiet, and the wildlife ... " 
aft~r buymg a vacation cabin at Rangeley to 
whtch he could retreat from Cambridge Mass 
wher:e he lived for three years. He begar{ hou~ 
huntmg ~ in January. He is especially de
lighted WJth one unusual amenity of the house 
they chose: 

"It's haunted," be says. "A woman dressed In 
wbite was seen by the previous owner about two 
years ago. He was re-doing the upstairs when he 
eensed ~mething in the room, turned, and saw 
her standmg there." 

And then? 
. ''Nothing really happened. He went on work
ans and. she gradually disappeared. He did eee 
her agatn, though, when he was working with a 
table saw in the cellar. 

"Anybody else would not have moved into a 
house With a ghost," he observes. "In my case it 
probably raised the price a couple thousand." 

CoLEMAN'S fascination with the nether
world began early. "I can tell. you exactly," he 
says. It was March 1960. I'd been reading a lot 
and one of the many books that came my way 
was one by Charles Fort. And then at about the 
same time I saw a movie on the Abominable 
Snowman, and because of that I went off on a 
tangent reading anything I could find about the 
Snowman, and I read all Fort's other books in 
Ace paperback reprints." 

As Coleman explains in his introduction to 
"Mysterious America," Fort was an American 
writer (1874-1932) who wrote that he had exam
ined in his four books "A procession of the 
damned. By the damnedJ I mean the excluded. 
We shall have a procession of data that Science 
has excluded." 

Which is why those who today study the won
ders examined by Fort a~ called Forteans and 
why the strange and unusual phenomena they 
research and write about is referred to as Fortea
na. Associations including the International For
tean Org~nization, based near Washington, D.C., 
and the Journal Fortean Times of London have 
sprung up to carry on Fortean 's work. 

"The Fortean Society began in the '20s," Cole
man says. "Bot Fort refused to join because he 
hated o_rganizations." Members of the originai 
group mcluded Booth Tarkington Theodore 
Dreiser, Oliver Wendell Holmes arid Clarence 
Darrow. 
C~an's own Fortean credentials are exten

sive: a regular column in the Fortean Times ~ 
authorship of two books on Fortean subjects 
(''The Unidentified: Notes Towards Solving the 
UFO Mystery," (1975) and "Creatures of the 
Outer Edge," (1978) pius a hundred articles for 
pu_blications as diverse as Fate and Boston Ma~;· 
azme and lectures delivered at MIT and Amen
can University in Washington, D.C. 

This morning, if you are readin't this early 
enough, you can catch him live on WBCN's 
Sunday Morning Review, along with author Ste
phen King and Douglas Adams, creator of "1be 
Hitch Hiker:'s Guide to the Universe," doing a 
special Halloween show. 

Coleman . esti~ates that there are "perhaps 
200.~ actively ~terested Forteans, many ex
ch~gJn~ lett;ers, information and ideas, devel
opmg hbranes" (Coleman's own library is 
possibly Forteana's finest) "and about 50 writers 
and investigators like myself." 

'_The true Fortean, Coleman says, is distin
gusshed by a certain skepticism - not only to
wards facile scientific or commonplace 
explanations but also towards the actual phe
nomena - and an irreverent sense of humor 
about the whole thing. 

The latter is best illustrated by a riddle in 
Mysterious America's final chapter: 

"Why did the mystery kangaroo cross the 
road?" 

"Obviously, to get to the Other Side." 

TRAINED as an academic (he majored in an
th~~logy. and. minored in zoology at Southern 
llhno1s Umvers1ty, and holds a master's in social 
work from Simmons) Coleman emphasizes that 
he work~ in the field "~an investigative report
er, skeptical but open-nunded "with the attitude 
that "there may be somet.tilitg out there that 
none of us know about." News oi sightings are 
often relayed to him by the ever-watchful For
tean network: about half of the reports he rejects 
as not deserving further inquiry. 

One widespread phenomenon, he sars. is 
"teleportation of animals - Nile Monitor lizards 
in Florida, kangaroos in Wisconsin, alligators in 
Kansu. In those cases I made sure I tracked 
down all the animals which could be ascribed to 
escaped zoo animals or wandering pets. The 
teleportation of animals doesn't seem to be part 
of a meaningful plan, but the phenomenon i8 
clearl~ be¥ond the convenient escaped-pet ex
planation. 

According to Coleman. Forteans can now be 
broken down into three schools of thought: 
those who subscribe to the teleportation of ani
mals theory, those who regard such phenomena 
as "psychic," or projections of the collective un
conscious, and "cryptozoologists" who think 
that there are animals yet to be discovered 

"And people exaggerate, as you kno~," he 
5!lys matter of factly. :·A creature that walks up
nght and leaves 10-mch footprints would be 
about 5 ft. 9 inches, but if you talk to the people 
who saw it they'll say seven or eight feet. 

"So the Dover Demon chapter is included 
partly to give insif!t into what I actually do 
when investigating. ' 

The Dover Demon (so named by Coleman) 
was "a small gnome-like entity with an enor
mous- head, large round glowing eyes and long 
spindly limbs" spotted by four M~chusetts 
teenagers in three independent sightings in 
Ap~ll~. Coleman's investigation involved in
tervtewmg the witnesses, researclling their char
acters and backgrounds to determine their 
reliability, and cfetailed examination of the 
sighting areas. 

1ntimately Walter Webb, an assistant director 
at Boston's Science Museum decided that "a 
hoax is unlikely, and the report should be classi
fied a low-weight unknown." 

One of the most striking incidents in the book 
is that of "Kelly's little men" - noseless bald 
taloned and sifver-skinned creatures wh~ con: 
fronted the Sutton family at Kelly, Ky., one 
August night in 1955. The little men were not 
harmed by the Sutton family's enthusiastic gun
fire. One, with otherworldly IMolence, is alleged 

(continued on page 16) 
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to haw__. tram tbt roal ud pulled at a Sut-
ton'• hair u be c:ba..-cl out tbt door. 

Coleman calla thll ttory "the puddaddy of 
all the Uttle critter reports. It happened lone 
'before the ICI-ft Ylalta&n movlet like E. T. and 
Qoee Encountera. 'Ibele were 1ee11 by very c-. 
lble people who deterlbed them in great detail, 
rurally t.olated "::1:: who had no NaSOn to per
petrate a hoax. I thJ tbe creature~ were real in 
one WI)' or anotber, like in term1 of Halloween 
plins." 

Similarly he "believes In" the never-caupt 
Mad Gasser of Mattoon, a malicious somethiq
or-other who terrorized tbe small OUnoia city of 
Mattoon by loosiD& ~ pa into people'• 
bedrooms: 

''I interviewed peol)le wbo'd actually seen 
him, Md one guy who bad cbued him down the 
streeL To him. the creature was definitely not 
human, in the way be moved. Here u.ain, are we 
being visited by unknown creaturesf I've ~ect
ed the notion ofa.c:onventiooal explanation. 

Twice Coleman has himself directly encoun
tered evidt'nce of other-worldly life. First, "in 
1962 there were ape reports near my home in 
De<:atur, Ill., in the Stevens Creek area. I was out 
hiking and searching and found ape footprints, 
which I then photographed. The photo i11 in tbe 
book. 

"And in 1973, again in Illinois, searching for 
the Enfield monster, I heard screams, incredibly 
high-pitch screams. They were taped by a 
WW AI news reporter." 

And what of sightings here in Maine? Cole
man mentions sea serpents and ghost ships in 
Casco Bay, and that "in 1759 Elder Paul Coffin 
noted in his diary that there was magic and 
witchcraft in Fayette at Joll)' Hollow Spring on 
State Road 133. The 'Moving Arm Ghost' would 
rise from the spring with a copper dipper and 
offer water to thirsty passersby, often splashinc 
them." 

"And at the Devil's Den a few miles from 
there is buried treasure, guarded by a ghost. A 
fairly routine baunting." 

Coleman also zecalls that "in the early 70s 
two men in Norway reported they were taken 
aboard a UFO. And there have been reports of 
the red-eyed Injun Devils at locations from the 
western IDOUJltains of Maine to Baxter. 

"'The same kinds of things have been seen 
more recently near Baxter, but they:re more oat
like, appearing on the mountainssde with long 
sabre teeth. And there have been panther re
ports in Waldoboro." 

'-rwo years ago," he continues. "I put an ad in 
the Maine Times and the Maine Sportsman 
asking people who'd seen panthers to contact 
me. 1\Velve or 15 people, mostly guides and 
bunters, responded that they'd seen black pan
tberss, not light-colored cats like mountain 
lions, quite close up. It's mostly in the northern 
counties and it's still happening, but not much 
talked about. 

"Now that I'm in Maine for good, settled wfth 
the house and the job" (he is a researcher and 
consultant with the Center for Research and Ad
vanced Study at the University of Southern 
Ma1ne, and a practicing psychotherapist) "I'm 
setting up my base of operations here in Port
land. Most of my future articles will reflect 
what's going on in Maine. Since I'll be here for 
the rest of my life, I'll have time to dig into it 
pretty deeply." 

NIGHT has fallen, and it's time to go have a 
look round for the advertised ghost. An assidu
ous search on the main floor turns up nothing: 
the basement, built on a ledge, is also unoccu· 
pied. Nor is she upstairs. Oh, well: probably 
she'd have turned down an interview anyway. 

Loren Coleman is asked whether he fears 
coming face to face, as one feels sure he will, 
with an unknown and possibly malevolent spirit. 

''They aren't malevolent," he advises. 
"'They're misunderstood." 

John Rolfe is a critic and freelance writer who 
lives in Portland. 

~ Cult 
cS rites 
> 

~probed 
~ 
o SANOY - A young cow found 

.. mutilate<i in a field near Sandy may 0 t' have been attacked during a cult :::U 
(j ritual, a Clackamas County sheriff's •• 

~::: deputy says. :U 
o The 9-month-old heifer's owner~, 

0 
~ Charles and Linda Herrell, said they s:: 
5 found the animal's body in their east ~ 

pasture. The heifer's ears and teats :::; 
~ had been severed, they said . 1-' 

~ The mutilation occurred Saturday, II' 

g; deputies reported . 
0 Ritualistic mutilations of animals tt usually includes the removal of sex 
lil organs and , in females, the udder or 
~ teats usually are severed , said 
g:= Deputy Jim Munsey . 
e3 ''The mutilations are done b:~ 

8 professionals," said Munsey . "There 
~ is no blood, no hack job. It looks like 

it 's been done by a skillful surgeon .'' 

JOURNAL, Lincoln, NE - Nov. 12 1 1983 

Evidence shown at conference 

Human-combustion theories told 
By Glenda Peterson 

Joumll Writ• 

People who die by spon· 
taneous human combustion 
- a rare and mysterious oc· 
currence in which the human 
body is believed to be con
sumed by fire from within -
share common characteris· 
tics, according to Larry Ar
nold, a leading researcher in 
this ghastly phenomenon that 
he says has plagued mankind 
thousands of years. 

Among the speakers at a 
three-<lay Lincoln conference 
on "Exploring Unexplained 
Phenomena," Arnold 
presented photographs 
Friday as tangible evidence 
that spontaneous human 
combustion has occurred and 
offered theories to explain 
why. 

Victims are usually fe
male: most have ambulatory 
difficulties. are aged. rat and 
alcoholic, Arnold said re
search indicates. 

~ormal dwelling fires 
rarely reach above 1.500 de
grees Fahrenheit, Arnold 
said. and it takes several 
hours at 3.000 degrees Fahr
enheit in a crematorium to 
reduce a body to ashes. Yet. 
m the spontaneous human 
combustion incidents Arnold 
related, the torso, even the 
bones. often was reduced 'to 
ash in as little as four mm
utes. while the fully clothed 
extremtties. particularly the 
legs, often were spared. 

Left intact 
The area around the body, 

although combustible. was 
left intact. Arnold used the 
example or Dr. John Bentley 
of Coudersport. Pa .. as a "ic
ttm or the phenomemon. IllS 
remains. consiSting only of a 
charred foot and a plle of 
ashes. were discovered on 
Dec. 5, 1966. by a gas meter 
reader. 

A widely distributed medi
cal journal says. "Spontane
ous human combustion can
not occur and no good pur
pose can be served by dis· 
cussing it." But Arnold says 
300 cases of spontaneous 
human combustion have 
been chronicled. He said a 
half dozen cases occurred in 
England alone during the last 
half of 1938. 

at Friday's conference by Je
rome Clark, '!1, associate edi· 
tor of Fate magazine, pub
lished in Highland Park, Ill. 
The magazine, which deals 
with unexplained phenom
ena, has a circulation of 
100,000, Clark said. 

"I'm a little more skeptical 
than some of the people 
here," he said. "Some people 
are too skeptical, some are 
too credulous. You have to 
walk that lonesome road be· 
tween the two. I don't think 
there are any people here 
you could call cranks," Clark 
said. "What happens so 
quickly in these cases is the 
taJes grow in the telling. You 
have to search out the truth." 

Research, friend8 

Possible causes presented 
by Arnold - including dis· 
turbances in the earth's mag· 
netic field, self-ignition by 
human emotion, and sapping 
of human energy as a food 
source for foreign occupants 
of U FOs - were challenged 

Clark, who said he has 
been interested in the subject 
for 26 years, has written 
several books on unexplained 
phenomena. He came to the 
conference at the Nebraska 
Center, 33rd and Holdrege 
streets, to find out what kind 
of research is being done and 
to meet old friends. 

The mel'ting, which has at
tracted some !ID-100 people 
from across the United 
States, ends Sundav. It IS 

open to the public: adrnili&ion 
is charged. 

HERALD, Auckland, New Zealand 
Dec. 31, 1983 CR: R. Col1yns 

Encounter 
With 
A Sea 

Monster 
DECEMBER 31, 1883. 

Captain D. Seymour. 
of the American whal· 
ing barque Hope On, 
which anchored in the 
bay at Panama on the 
7th from a four months' 
cruise with 600 barrels 
of humpback on board, 
reports having encoun· 
tered a strange marine 
monster off St Elmo. 

This is one of the 
Pearl Island group. situ· 
ated between 40 and 50 
miles off Panama. The 
boats were out waiting 
signals from the vessel 
as to the direction in 
which the whales were 
head mg. 

Suddenly the water 
broke at a !!hort dis· 
tance from the boat. 

Captain Seymour was 
steering, and he made 
ready to catch a whale. 

But to his surprise. and 
that of the men in the 
boat, who ceased pulling 
and looked around 
when he shouted to 
them, an animal some
what like a horse slowly 
rose out of the water 
and then dived, appar· 
ently alarmed at the 
sight of the boat. 

None of those present 
had seen an animal like 
it before, although they 
are all old sailors. and 
they agree in saying, as 
do another boat's crew 
who saw it the following 
day, Ulat it is an animal 
which has never been 
previously encountered. 

The glance which 
Captain Seymour ob
tained t>nables him to 
describe it as about 20 
feet in length, with a 
handsome. horse-like 
head, with two unicorn
shaped horns protruding 

from it, with four legs or 
double-jointed fins. 
large, black spots. and a 
tail which appeared to 
be divided into two 
parts. 

The animal was seen 
on two different days, 
and an effort would 
have been made to 
catch it had it not been 
that whales were about 
at the time. Captain Sey· 
mour and his officers 
agree in believing the 
monster is peculiar to 
the locality, and that it 
could be easily killed 
with lances and bomb 
guns. 

Officer.; of the Pacific 
Mail Company state that 
they have seen th1s 
animal on several occa· 
sions, although they 
never had the opportun
ity for close observation 
whidl was obtained by 
the Hope On. 

Mysterious Booms Heard Around State 
Baffle Authorities; Some Blame Ice, Cold 

Gaatt• &•1• ~ 

1 

It's not thunder because we haven't 
A series of mysterious loud had any on the radar and the type of 

booms reported by residents of clouds we've had don't produce 
Hope, De Queen, Fulton, Mena, Ola, thunder." 
Batesville, Little Rock and other 
Arkansas cities will remain mys- Jets Ruled Out 
terious, at least for a while. Authori- Capl Peter Kirk, the base infor-
ties are baffled about their source. mation officer at Little Rock Air 

The noises, which have been de- Force Base, said he had called Air 
scribed as sounding like an explo- Force and Navy command centers 
sion, a sonic boom, a book falling off and the Federal Aviation Adminis
a shelf and a hand pounding on a tration and said they had no reports 
wooden door, apparently have been of military air traffic over the state 
occurring since the beginning of the that could have caused sonic booms. 
recent cold weather. Inquiries have Dale Blaylock of the state Office 
produced a number of theories and of Emergency Services said he 

thought the noises might be the 
sounds of exploding electrical 
transformers. 

Wilken said the only explanations 
he could think of were that the 
booms bad been caused by trees 
breaking under the weight of snow 
and ice, concrete or wooden walls 
popping from exposure to low tem
peratures or sonic booms. Cold air. 
be said, allows sound to carry long 
distances. 

"Those are the only things I can 
think of," he said, "but I wouldn't 
bet my life's savings on it." 

guesses but no plausible explana
tions. 

Forecaster Hears Boom 
AR~~SAS GAZETTE, Little Rock, AR - Dec. 24, 1983 

George Wilken, a National 
Weather Service forecaster at 
North Little Rock, said he heard one 
of the booms himself and has had 
several reports of booms at the 
Weather Service but said he could 
think of no meteorological explana
tion. 

"It sounded like a book falling off 
a shelf and landing flat on the 
floor," be said. "1 can't think of any 
phenomenon connected with the 
cold weather that would cause il 
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UFO Study Group Warns llunters 
to Keep an Eye Out for 'Bigfoot' 

By DAVE McCAMON 
~s.leoll...,_u 

AWANCE - Hunters, beware: While you are 
stalking that deer, an unexplained phenomenon may 
be lurking just behind you. ---------

Paul Rozich, cochairman 
of the Tri-Count1 UFO Stu
dy Group, sa1d another 
sighting of .. Bigfoot" is due 
in the area. 

Both he and cochairman 
Jim Rastetter have some 
suggestions for hunters if 
they spot one of the elusive 
and mysterious creatures. 

Yes, Bigfoot -or some
thing unexplainable - has 
been seen several times in 
the Alliance-Sebring area. 
The most recent sighting 
was last summer, when a 
man saw a large, hairy 
creature upright on two legs 
clawing at a tree in a wood
ed area behind the Deerfield 
fire station. 

The man gave the report 
at one of the study JJ:Oup's 
public meetings, wh1ch are 
held from 8 to II p.m. the 
second Siiturday of the 
month at the L-K Towne
hause Restaurant, 1975 W. 
State SL 

The meetings are occa
sions when serious contem
plation is given to the unex
plained, arid visitors can 
speak of peculiar happen
ings without fear of scorn. 
Many tales have gone 
unspoken for years, held by 
persons who think others 
may laugh at them. 

Rozich, who has been in
vestigating sightings of un
identified flying objects and 
Bigfoot in the area for 20 
years, said the young, 
bearded man attended three 
meetings before he felt con
fident enough to speak. He 
told how he and a friend 
viewed the creature from 
about 100 yards. 

The man said he and an
other person also saw a sim
ilar creature, standing an 
estimated nine feet tall and 
weighing well over 300 
pounds, in the same wooded 
area in 1968. 

Bigfoot, also known as the 
Abominable Snowman, the 
Yeti or Sasquatch, has been 
spotted in every state and 
around the world. In Cali
fornia, the state Legislature 
has declared it unlawful to 
shoot at one. 

None has ever been 
caught, and American pub
lic is perhaps best acquaint
ed with the Bigfoot creature 
from the 16mm film taken in 
1975 by a California man as 
a creature showed himself 
in a clearing walking rather 
casually with long arms 
swinging. 

There have been many 
reports of people shooting 
at the creatures with vari
ous sized weapons, but no 
dead animals have been 
found. Some cry out after 
being hit and others run 
away, apparently un
harmed. Some simply disap
pear. 

Rozich, a family man who 
is a supervisor of technical 
graphics at Babcock & Wil
cox Alliance Research Cen -
ter, believes the creatures 
may bury their dead. He 
said the dense woods in the 
area with many abandoned 
strip mines is probably an 
ideal habitat for BigfooL 

Researchers say the crea
tures may live under
ground. OthNs say they are 
"paraphysical," existing in 
another dimension, and able 
to disappear. 

Does this all sound 
strange, like something 
from a comic book or the 
figment of an overactive 
imagination? 

Regardless, there are 
hundreds of sightings 
around the world, and Big
foot plaster footprints lend 
credence to the argument 
that something may exisL 
To bring it closer to home, 
here are some of the local 
sighting details: 

• About two months ago, 
a woman said at a study 

group meeting she was 
camping m 1973 with her 
family near Coshocton. She 
had just bedded down when 
she looked up and saw one 
standing 10 fpet from her. 

• Last summer, in a park 
near Akron, campers saw 
one walk to a tent. It was 
scared away, but about an 
hour later, two "black pan
thers" were seen runing to
wards another tenL Within 
10 feet of the tent, the ani
mals disappeared, and when 
the viewer looked in the 
other direction, a Bigfoot 
with glowing eyes was 
standing there. 

•In the spring of 1981, a 
man was dnving at night on 
Knox School Road. A figure 
appeared in the road and 
the auto's headlights only 
reached as high as its chesL 
The · creature ran into a 
thicket and disappeared 
fromsighL 

•Two men saw a huge 
creature along River Road 
northeast of Alliance in 
1979. They found footprints 
nearly 10 inches long and 
seven inches wide in a 
swampy, mossy area. 

Only a few days later in 
Nelson Township, about 35 
miles north of Alliance, 
three people claimed to 
have seen another creature. 
They fired a 12-gauge shot
gun as the creature ned. 

• Also in 1979, a woman 
saw one coming .from a field 
toward Atwater Avenue 
here. It stepped over a 4~
foot fence. 

•In the fall of 1981, two 
hunters saw one along state 
Route 165, just west of 
Greenford. The creature 
broke off hundreds of sap
plings while running away 
from them. 

• Near Palmyra north of 
Deerfield, a farmer saw one 
just outside his bathroom 
window after he heard pe
culiar noises against the 
house. He went for his gun 
but when he returned, it 
was gone. Two large scrape 
marks were found on the 
house. 

Two other creatures were 
also spotted in the Palmyra 
area. 

Both Rozich and Rastet
ter urge hunters not to 
shoot at Bigfoot if they see 
iL They should simply ob
serve, because the creature 
is not known to be hostile. 

Be aware of such things 
as smell - they emit an 
ammonia or sulphur odor -
the creature's height and 
weight, and any physical 
evidence it leaves behind. 

The investigators give 
their mailing address at Box 
2, Sebring, 44672, and ask 
that all sightings be report
ed. They say they have re
ceived no hoax or prank re
ports in the pasL 

INSPECTING EVIDENCE - Paul Rozlch (left) and 
James Rastetter, co-chairman of the Tri-County UFO 
Study Group which covers Stark, Mahonlng and Colum
biana counties, Inspect a plaster cast of a Bigfoot print 
taken from the ash after the eruption of Mount St. 
Helens In Washington. It Is 18 Inches long. Rozlsh said 
there were several Bigfoot slghtlngs In the eruption 

area and hundreds of foot Imprint casts were made. 

DAILY OKLAHOHAN, Oklahoma City, OK 
Jan. 5, 1984 CR: T. Adacs 

Was It Thunder 
Or Cracking Ice? 

By Manny Gamallo 
McAlester Bureau 

Me ALESTER - An 
explosion-like noise that 
rattled much of McAles
ter Wednesday morning 
may have been caused 
by the magnified sound 
of ice cracking in water
ways. 

At least that is the 
best guess advanced so 
far . 

The concussion, which 
hit at about 9:15 a.m., 
shook homes and rat
tled windows through
out much of the city, 
and was felt the strong
est in the northern part 
of town. 

No damage was re
ported, although the po
lice department said it 
received several calls 
from residents wanting 
to know what happened. 

Phil Bothwell , a 
meteorologist with the 
National Weather Ser
vice in Oklahoma City. 
said McAlester was the 
victim of a ··substantial 
inversion·· at around 9 
a.m. and that may haw 
led to the thundering 
boom. 

According to 
Bothwell, the inversion 
- a layer of warm air 
over cold air - has a 
tendency to trap sound 
waves, magnify them 
and channel them to a 
location. 

He said the sound of 
cracking ice may have 
been what McAlester 
heard. 

Bothwell also said 
shifting ice would cause 
a rumbling sound, simi
lar to one residents here 
heard for five minutes 
after the initial boom. 

Clyde Pigg with the 
Corps of Engineers at 
nearby Lake Eufaula 
said much of the lake i~ 
frozen, although it is be
gin ning to thaw and 
crack in spots. 

He also said that ice 
along the Canadian Riv
er is beginning to thaw. 

But. Pigg, whose of
fice is about 30 miles 
irom here. said he didn"t 
hear a boom . 

Many residents first 
thought the nearby Ar
my Ammunition Plant 
was detonating ammo. 

However, a spokes
woman there said there 
was no blasting at the 
plant Wednesday. 

Others thought the 
noise may have been a 
sonic boom caused by 
military aircraft that 
occasionally fly over 
McAlester. 

One man reported 
seeing a high-flying F-
15 fighter streaking 
over the city at about 
the time of the boom. 

.. If it was a sonic 
boom, it was the loudest 
one I've heard ... he said . 

Mayor Steve Taylor 
said he heard the noise 
at his law office, .. and it 
just about knocked my 
socks ott:· 

James Ramsey, a su
pervisor with the Feder· 
a! Aviation Administra
tion office here, said the 
noise could have been a 
sonic boom, but he 
couldn't explain the 
rumbling noise after
ward. 

A similar explosion
like noise occurred in 

Fort Smith, Ark., last 
week, rattling homes 
and jarring residents in 
that city of more than 
70,000 people. 

The National Weather 
Service there blamed an 
inversion for amplifying 
the sound of cracking 
ice on the Arkansas Riv
er. 

There were no planes 
flying over Fort Smith 
when the boom oc
curred. 
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Stone~s Throw From Town: 

Rock-Hurler Torments Family 
Someone- or something- has been hurling rocks 

•t • Tucson home for weeks while eluding all who 
would catch him. Weird. But then, what of the 
hunters? This report was prepared by Edward 
Humes, Douglas Kreutz, Charles Bowden and Kevin 
Dayton of the Tucson Citizen. 

TUCSON, Ariz. <AP) - The bounty hunters had just 
finished adjusting the blanket covering the two 
12-gauge shotguns and the Uzi submachine gun when 
the parapsychologist arrived. 

He dug $30 from his leisure suit, paid the cabbie 
who had hauled him from the airport, and turned to 
the flannel-shirted bounty hunters, who already had 
put on their look-at-the-city-boy smirks. 

" I'm Scott Rogo. I'm here to investigate the rock 
throwing," the San Francisco parapsychologist said . 
" I specialize in investigating these cases ... I took the 
first plane I could from Los Angeles." 

The bounty hunters were unimpressed . And un · 
happy . 

They wanted no competition in their search for 
whoever - "whatever," corrected the para 
psychologist - had resurrected man's most ancient 
weapon, the rock, and laid a 10-week seige upon .; 
home in the Santa Catalina foothills . 

"We came here for the excitement," proclaimed 
one of the hunters, Kini Ra of Marana. "It's not often 
you get to hunt man. And we're going to get him." 

"I'll make you a bet . You won't catch anyone," Rogo 
challenged . He planned to stay outside during a rocky 
barrage and observe "the phenomenon," which he 
said could possibly he attributed to a "poltergeist. " 

"You ever been hit by a rock?" Ra asked him . 
··Yes. I've been hit by many things ." 
Ra's partner, Jerry from Texas, .-oiled his eyes. but 

Rogo continued : "This kind of thing is age old . .. You 
can find Egyptian papyrus that discusses cases like 
this." 

The home is owned by Richard Bcrkbigler, a 
45-year-old trucker, and his wife Mary Berkbigler, 
who were out at the moment. It was early afternoon 
and all was quiet. 

Later that night, rocks hurled by some mysterious 
and angry stranger would begin pelting the house and 
the frustrated people outside it. It's been that way 
evet-y night for weeks, a cacophony of rocks from an 
e\ler-elusive source. 

Before the night ended, others arrived, including a 
bow-and-arrow-toting Indian tracker named Apache. 
an ex-Marine who conducted "search and destroy" 
missions in Vietnam but who tried to talk the rock 
thrower into surrendering, and a half-dozen helmeted 
Berkbiglers and family friends who pounded through 
the desert terrain, beating the brush to end the 
bombardment. 

Watchers shivered through the winter eve, hidden 
in bushes, squatting in washes, or crouched in cars 
with windows protected by plywood. Not a shot was 
fired, and not a sign of the mysterious thrower was 
seen or heard, except for the rattle and dunk of rocks 
flying in the night . 

But earlier, in the afternoon, everyone agreed the 

rock thrower hadn't a chance. The only person home 
then was a Spanish-speaking carpenter, sawinK away 
at some cabinets for the Berkbigler's new horne, 
occasionally muttering about las rocas. When the 
telephone rang, the carpenter asked Ra to take the 
call . 

"Get this," Ra said a few minutes later. "A 
three -man team of ex-Green Berets from Laos and 
Vietnam want to come and blow away this guy 
throw in~ the mcks. They said they are a three-person 
mercenary team. I told them to call back in half an 
hour." 

The mcn.: enaries have their own fatigues and 
weapons, Ra related, and would accept whatever 
payment the Uerkbiglers decide upon if their mission 
is su~.:cessful. If the rock thrower eluded them, no 
charge. 

Ra said he and his partner Jerry, who drove up 
from Texas to hunt the rock thrower for kicks and 
possibly a meal, would have a better chance than the 
mercenaries because of their prodigious skills. (The 
mercenaries never called back.) 

"I think if it's a person, we can catch him," Ra said . 
"We know how to hunt." 

"I don't think it's a person," Rogo said. 
"Then what is it?" 
Rogo hesitated. "A force ." 
Ra laughed . "Like , beam me up Scotty? The 

met-cenat-ics are here, Scotty, beam me up?" 
The Berkbiglcrs say they are mystified, that their 

enemy is unknown, a crazy - who else but a 
madman? 

F t-icnds and relatives have been struck, 
wmdshiclds and windows broken, cars damaged . 
Pima County sheriff's officers, they and their cars 
pelted, have conducted several searches, including 
the use of helicopters, to no avail. 

Berkbigler's son, Ricky, 20, estimates total dam
ages at $7,000. 

Anita Berkbigler, 19, said men, not women, seem to 
be his targets. Others said that the senior Berkbigler, 
and his 15-year-old son David, were the most hated 
targets. 

Neighbors and members of the Berkbigler family 
recalled an altercation of some kind between David 
and a transient or "mountain man" living in a nearby 
shack, and suggested that as a possible motive for the 
attacks. Several people are believed to be living in 
nearby caves, shacks and rock shelters, and the 
remains of fires and campsites have been found, 
Ricky said. 

But no rock thrower. 
No neighbor has been rocked, nor has any seen the 

marauder, Richard, David and Ricky all claim to have 
caught fleeting glimpses of him . To the rest, he is a 
formidable phantom, a Goliath who throws stones. 

The family sees their quarry as a skilled, crazed 
survivalist and woodsman, able to move through the 
dark desert landscape with frightening ease. They 
say he taps on windows and doors, appears 10 yards 
from the house to hurl rocks, then vanishes even as 
family members give chase. 

~ Lake residents share 'ntonster' stories 
;::., 
N 
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By JOHN OMICINSKI 
Gannett News Service 

PORT HENRY - Walter "Shakes" 
,_; Wojewodzie won't forget the October day in 

1974 when he saw "Champ," the monster of 
o:; Lake Champlain. 
u "We were out duck-hunting, and were 

pliling the boat ashore when I see this 
fYI thing out in the bay, Bulwagga Bay. A 
'g great big thing with three giant black 
M hwnps. 

... ''It thrashed around for a good minute or 
~ so. Had to be 40, 50 feet long. Then it went 

under water and the wake, when it splashed 
u on shore. looked like a yacht just went by.'' 
Q.i De~pite what he'd seen, Wojewodzic told 

Q no one but his wife for a long time. "Small 
town like this , they 'd think you're drunk or 

>-< crazy. Maybe lock me up in Ogdensburg (a 
z state mental hospita!J ." 

But nine years later, outside this villagr 
§ ot 1,450, at a spot where some little towns 
+> w~uld place a war monument, Port Henry 
~ has erected a sign listing the ,names of 107 
;::: people who swear they've seen "Champ. •· 
~ Ftw Port Henry residents regard any of 
~ them as crazy. 

After Jane Sullivan saw "Champ" in 1981 
(!} fram her veranda high above the lake, she 
(!} r~eived a letter from Leo Duval in Ruskin, 
~ Fla. " I'm glad someone's finally seen it as 
P-< I did in 1947," wrote Duval. He said be saw 
>-< sox-tething that looked like a "huge black 
;:§ snake" 20 feetlong . 
H "It didn't slither like a snake," he wrote, 
<3 ''but 'humpted' up out of the water, then it 
::r1 straightened stratght out with a snap like a 

tope pulled ti~ht." 
"That," satd Sullivan, "is a perfect de

scription." 

Theodore Rushby of Port Henry is 79 and 
has lived and fished in the lake all his life , 
hasn't seen anything resembling "Champ" 
in all that time. "But there's got to be 
something out there," he said. "Lot of reli
able people have seen him." 

Meanwhile, scientists who once dis
missed such creatures as "Champ," the 
"Nessie" of Loch Ness, or the "Bigfoot" of 
the Pacific Northwe~t as hoaxes or non
sense aretaking a new look. 

Roy Mackal, a biologist at the University 
of Chicago, believes "Champ," "Nessie" 
and probably "Chessie," the reputed mon
ster of Chesapeake Bay, are primitive 
whales, thought extinct. called zeuglodons . 
Others place their bet on the plesiosaur , a 
reptile-like creature with flippers, thought 
to be extinct for 60 million years. 

"There is an animal in Lake Cham
plain, '· said Mackal. "The sightings by re
putable people and the excellent sonar con
tacts we have take this thing out of the gob
lin world.' ' 

Indeed, he btlieves there may be a "fam
ily" of 11 or more "ChamP.s" in the lake 
which is more than 100 mlles Ion~ and a~ 
deep as 400 feet. That's about five tunes the 
length of Loch Ness in Scotland, though 
Champlain is S-hallower. 

"Looking for 'Nessie' is like finding a 
needle in a haystack," said Joseph Zarzyn
ski, formerly of Endicott, one of the chief 
"Champ" enthusiasts. "Finding 'Champ' 
would be like finding a needle in a pas
ture." 

But Zarzynski said 1983 proved to be a 
busy year for "Champ" sightings. In all, 22 
peopl_e reported spottmg the lake creature, 
he said. 

Richard Greenwell of Tucson, Ariz . sec
retary of the International Society for 
Cryptozoology, believes there is increasing 
"closet •· acceptance of ··champ ·· and 
"Nessie" among scientists . 

A University of Arizona poll of about 180 
ch~mists, biologists and anthropologists , he 
s~1d , found that 39 percent of aquatic biolo
gists thought " Nessie" existed . 

There isn't a lot of money available to 
prove or disprove whether the creatures 
exist. "Can you imagine," said Greenv.ell. 
"if the National Science Foundation gave 
us $50,000 to go look for 'Champ ry· Senat or 
Proxmirc would give us the next ·Golden 
Fleece ' awe rd ." 

But hobbyists and scientists continue to 
pursue the unknown, frequently bankrol l 
ing the seaN:h out of their own pockets . 

Zarzynski , 32, who teaches social studies 
at Saratoga Springs High School , has put 
$30,000 of his own money into the search for 
"Champ" and " Nessie. " He 's made six 
trips to L~h Ness and last summer, spent 
31 days dtvmg and sonar-hunting in Lake 
Champlain. · 

"Yes, I'm obsessed with it, but I try to 
take a balanced approach,·· said Zarzyrisk1 
So far , he hasn't spotted "Champ,'' but 
while diving, he 's discovered the wrecks of 
several 18th century ships. He also publ
ishes a newsletter called, "Champ Chan
nels ." 

" I think this study has turned the corner 
from a pseudo-science to a side discipline of 
zoology ," said Zarzynski . " The academic 
community seems to be looking at this with 
something more than just blind skepti 
cism ." 

l Utah Lake 
" 14 

:'Monster' 
!A Mystery 
0\ 

rl Legend Says Creature 
(\J 

~ Carried Off Indians 
1-;) 

BEAR LAKE, Utah (AP) - Spar
kling like a powder-blue jewel on a 

~ clear sunny day, Bear Lake doesn't 
look much like the lair of a people

.Q gulping Utah cousin to Scotland's Loch 
~ Ness Monster. 
~ But since the Bear Lake Monster 

was reported by Louis Rich in the July 
~ 27, 1868, edition of the Deseret News, 
';J there have been recurring sighting! at 
P.. the 100-square-mile lake that strad
+> 
Ill 

dles the Utah-Idaho border. 
~ Rich's story, which recounted Indi-

an legends about a monster carrying 
8 away tribe members, sparked more 
(f) than 20 "sightings" during the next 
2 two years. It was described as every-

thing from an alligatorlike creature 
with a horse's head to a sea serpent 
that roared like a bull. 

More reports have surfaced in the 
115 years since, most recently in 1981. 
Although many lakeside residents re
call tales of sightings, it is hard to find 
witnesses. 

Beatrice Hansen, 82, has spent her 
life at the lake without seeing the 
monster. But she said her late brother 
thought he saw the creature "years 
and years and years ago" while tend
ing sheep. 

"He said he saw something that 
looked like a big, long black log, then 
he looked away for a moment. When 
he looked back. it was gone." 

Ross Peterson. 42 , a history profes
sor at Utah State University in Logan, 
heard of several sightings as a child. 
··aut I think it had more to do with 
people having too much to drink .. 
and seeing things. " 

Still. Peterson said some stories 
about the monster ring truer than oth-
ers. 

"Wilford Woodruff and John Taylor, 
who later became presidents oi the 
(Mormon) church. both recorded in 
their journals (in the 1870s) that they 
saw the monster silhouetted against 
the sunset,'" he said. 

For years . the legend was perpetu
ated bv a belief that Bear Lake was 
bottomless. One theory arose that the 
Loch Ness Monster and the Bear Lake 
Monster were related, or thanks to a 
hypothetical underground passage 
connecting Utah and Scotland, the 
creatures were one in the same. 

Geologists have found the lake is 
about 200 feet deep. 

Burt Wilson, director of the Utah 
State University folklore program, be
lieves the legend's survival perhaps is 
because of the need to objectify life 's 
real terrors. 

"There are still monsters that lurk 
out in the dark,'" he said. "Sex mani
acs. Killers. We tell about people kid
naping children at shopping malls ... 
girls being hacked to pieces in college 
dorms. " 

Residents of the tiny communities 
around the lake enjoy a good jaw 
about the creature and sell T-shirts to 
tourists emblazoned with "Bear Lake 
is for monsters." 

They also keep watch from shore. 
C.R. Matthews, proprietor of the 

Pickleville Country Store, said the 
monster is in the back of his mind 
whenever he strolls the beach. 

"I've been looking for that varmint 
ever since I got here," he said. 

Down the road, mechanic Glen Han
sen. 24 , said he hasn't seen the monster 
and isn't eager to get a glimpse. 

"My dad told me once he came back 
off the lake and he was pretty scared,'' 
Hansen said. 

"He didn't know what he saw. But 
he saw something making the water 
choppy." 
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Texarkana Writer-direaor 
Expects 1Joggy II' to Do Well 

By JOHN FOOU 
~1•1 to the O.zette 

-TEXARKANA. 

N obody was more relieved 
than Charles B. Pierce 
when Tulsa University 

missed a field goal on the last play 
of the game and allowed the Uni
versity of Arkansas to escape with 
a 17-14 win in the Razorbacu' 
football opener this fall. 

Plerce is the Texarkana direc
tor of 10 films. including "Tbe 
Legend of Boggy Creek" about the 
so-alled Fouke Monster, and a se
quel to that to be released this 
week. The film has opened this 
week in Texarkana and other 
Southwest Arkansas cities. 

Pierce films. In "The ToWft That 
Dreaded Sundown," abe portrayed 
the prl WhO lOt SUbbed to deatb 
with a trombone. Hedin, a Lak• 
wood, Col., actress now livinl in 
Tenrkana, appeared in Pierce's 
"Sacred Ground," and also in Keith 
Merrill's "Windwalker." 

Pierce says be doesn't expect to 
win any Academy Awards with hil 
fUm, but that the sequel should do 
well at the boxotfice. To ensure 
that, he's specifically targeted it at 
the 18 to 25 age group found most 
heavily in movie audiences today. 

"If I could make a film for my
self, very few people would go see 
it. It might be entertaining for me 
and my age group, but my age 
group does not go to the movies," 
he said. 

"Boggy Creek II" is technically 
superior to the original, Pierce 
said. "We've grown a lot since that 
first film. We've learned more each 
time out, and I can certainly say 
this film will be better techni
cally," he said. 

The sequel opens in Fayette
ville's Razorback Stadium, where 
a L' A anthropology professor is 
cheenng the Hoga to victory . 
While at the game be gets a mes
sage that a creature bas been 
sighted again near Fouke. The 
film 's script called very specif
ically for the Arkansas gridders to 
win before the professor sets off to 
investigate the report. 

The film features a more con
vincing creature than its predeces
sor. The monster's suit was body
cast to fit Faubus Griffin, the 6-5, 
230-pound former semi-pro foot
ball player from Texarkana who 
plays the creature. 

Charles Pierce (left, foreground) sets up a scene with cast members (from left) Chuck Pierce, Hedin and Butler. 

"I was very fortunate the Hop 
woo." Pierce said. "I would have 
bad to change a lot of the script. 
because a lot of things were writ
ten about them winning the 
game." 

His crew filmed from the press 
box in the first half and from the 
sidelines at halftime. That footage 
is used to create the setting of the 
game, but close-ups of Pierce and 
his friends at the game actually 
were filmed at Arkansas High 
School's stadium in Texarkana. 

The original "Boggy Creek" 
film earned some $20 million on a 
$160,000 investment. It was based 
largely on true reports about the 
half-buman creature that is sup
posed to haunt the Sulphur River 
swamps around Fouke in Miller 
County, but "Boggy Creek II" is 
strictly a work of fiction written 
by Pierce. 

It features Pierce as the profes
sor, who leads a research team 
down into the swamps to study the 
creature. What they find tops any
thing the researchers ever carne 
across back in the lab. The crea
ture they discover becomes 
particularly violent when the team 
captures his "child," a major char
acter in the sequel. 

·' I will probably show more of 
the little one, at least in close-ups, 
than I do of the big one," Pierce 
said. "Because, I think the audience 
is going to be very sympathetic to 
the little one. You know. like 'E . T.' 
had a little creature that the audi
ence loved." 

Still. audiences won 't be short
changed on the big guy either. In 
the first film. Pierce had to show 
him only in glimpses and at a dis
tance. because all he could afford 
was an old gorilla costume with 
five wigs glued on its head. This 
time. he's had an elaborate crea
ture suit custom-built. 

"The first one worked out all 
right, because I think basically in a 
horror film what scares people 
most is the unknown, what they 
really can't see. Once an audience 
sees something, they're no longer 
all that much afraid of it really ,'' 
Pierce said. 

"Of course, you can't cheat an 
audience all the way through. 
Eventually, somewhere, you have 
to show it to them, let 'em have it. 
And I will, but I'm going to be very 
careful in how much I show in 
close-ups until we get to the cli
mactic stuff. " 

Pierce 's son, Chuck, 18. already 
has appeared in four of his father 's 
films. In this one he plays a student, 
as do actresses Cindy Butler and 
Serene Hedin. 

Butler is a Texarkana native 
who has appeared in two other 

Griffin has had bit parts a:~ a na
tive in "King Kong" and a weight
lifting prisoner in "Penitentiary." 
The suit he wears in "Boggy Creek 
II" was so elaborate it took a cou
ple of hours to get everything in 
place, but once suited up, Griffin 
cut a figure menacing enough to 
scare anything in the swamp. 

spite working in the oppressive 
July and August heat and fighting 
off hordes of bugs in the woods 
around Texarkana where most lo
cation shots were done. 

"Everything really went well. 
We had to shoot a lot at night to 
beat the heat, but we didn't have 
any major disasters," he said. "I 
think the film is going to work. I 
think we 've got a winner." 

Pierce said the filming for the 
sequel was one of his smoothest de-

Ed Fletcher 
'freezes' a vid• 
otape at his pic
ture of. Ogogpogo 
that was included 
in a television 
program on water 
monsters. He 
says his boat was 
lifted up by the 
huge serpent. 

Staff photo 
bv Colin Pnc. 

By JON FERRY 
Staff Reporter 

Forget Lotto 6/49. A North Vancouver 
businessman figures he's found the 
monster that will make him an instant 
millionaire. 

Ed Fletcher, 51, has pictures of what 
he claims is OgQpogo, the fabled ser
pent believed to lurk in the murky 
depths of Okanagan Lake. 

And he sees no reason why he 
shouldn't coHect the Sl-million prize 
offered by The Okanagan-Similkameen 
Tourist Association COSTA) in con
junction with Lloyd's of London. 

"I can't see that there's any other 
proof that's required other than wit
nesses., scientific information and 
photographs," Fletcher said. 

It was in the summer of 1976, while 
Fletcher was holidaying on the lake at 

Westbank near Kelowna, that he first 
saw the Canadian answer to the Loch 
Ness monster. 

He was in his high-speed runabout 
boat with his 14-year-okl daughter 
Diane. 

"We were two or three blocks out to 
sea in Westbank Bay when, all of a sud
den, this huge creature swam in front 
of the boat," be said. 

"I saw that it was 80 feet long and it 
was three feet higher than the bow of 
the boat. It was like a huge eel or snake 
and it was swimming very quicldy. n 
was sort of brownish in color and its 
skin was smooth like a shark or whale." 

Fletcher believes the monster was 
attracted by high-amperage electrical 
currents from the boat's rudder - the 
result of newcy-installed steel motor 
mounts. 

CR: G. Conway 

Since then, he says he and his friends 
have witnessed "40 or 50" sightings of 
Ogopogo. His findings have been writ
ten up in prestigious Washington pub
lication, The Smithsonian. 

One time, Fletcher claims his boat 
was lifted up by the sea monster. 
Another time, a friend of his daughter 
Jill was water-skiing in the bay when 
Ogopogo pulled alongside. She drop
ped her towline and fell into the water, 
about a metre away from the beast. 

"She was in complete shock for more 
than two hours and has never water
skiied since," he said. 

The OST A says Fletcher will have to 
wait a while before learning whether 
he'll collect. A spokesman says he 's 
waiting for Lloyd's to send a contract. 
specifying what proof is n!!eded. 
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It eotne frotn the North 
By SIIERRY SIMPSON 

Staff Writ<'r 
Alaska doesn't merit a place in the 

" Twilight Zone," but there are plenty 
of unexplained or unusual scientific 
phenomena here to intrigue obser
vant residents . 

Reports of unidentified flying ob
jects, noisy auroras, strange animal 
behavior, fireballs and northern 
lights dancing on the ground have col 
lected in University of Alaska 
Fairbanks geophysist's Neil Davis' 
files over the years . 

Davis began collecting reports of 
strange events and sightings from 
Alaskans after earthquakes in 19511 in 
Huslia and Lituya Bay. 

" l found a lot of people who re
ported on the earthquakes wanted to 
report other things," he said . 

Reports from people can be useful 
for a couple of reasons , Davis said . 

''There can be a lot of personal 
satisfaction if people report it, be
cause scientists will often look into it 
and try and report back. At least I 
did," he said. 

Beyond that, the information can 
often be valuable to scientists, he 
said. Probably the most important 
ami useful events reported in the sky 
have been meteors, Davis said. 

Some meteors , "junk" from space 
that glow from the intense heat of en
tering the earth's atmosphere, gener
ate so much light that they cast sha 
dows or can be seen in daylight. 

On Halloween night in 19711. a bril 
liant fireball was sighted around 6 
p .m . by severa l people in a 75- to 200-
mile sweep south of Fairbanks from 
Big Delta to Healy. and as far south 
cast as Tok. he said . 

"Each one thought it fell to the 
ground right ncar them. but there 's no 
way you can judge distance ." Davis 
said. 

F.stlmates of angle ami direction 
arc more valuable than distance judg
ments . according to the geophysicist. 
Uecause so many people reported the 
meteor . scientists were able to ex
trapolate the point of impact as south 
of Delta , north of Ulack Hapids . west 
of Tok and cast of Fairbanks . The 
meteor itself was never recovered, 
though . 

"It undoubtedly broke up," Davis 
said. 

Meteor sightings in Alaska haven 't 
always been so innocuous. Davis dug 
up the case of a lower Kuskokwim 
sighting in 1929 from an unpublished 
manuscript in the university arc
hives . 

In this incident , a group of reindeer 
herders had their camp destroyed by 
the wind accompanying the passage 
of a fireball. 

· ·It carne hy sulficicntly dose and 
::.ufficienlly bright so that it was seen 
in daylight. " Davis said. One of the 
men estimated that the fiery visitor 
passed no more than a thousand feet 
above their heads . 

··There's a lot of meteorites in Alas 
ka . hut it 's very difficult to recover 
them ... Davis said . One meteorite 
was raised by a gold dredge in J9-t2 on 
Aggie Creek on the Seward Peninsu 
la . The iron nickel meteorite is now at 
the University of Alaska Museum . 

ll N IUENTIFI EB Fl. YING OH
JE<'TS arc the most common of re 
ports . Davis said. Unusua l <.:loud 
formations. aircraft lights . jet con 
trails and satellites may account for 
most observations , but sometimes it's 
hard to tell. 

· ·1· ve ucvcr seen anything myself.·· 
J>avis said . "There's been times I 've 
been confused as to what I 've been 
seem g . 

He rcnwmhcrs a t least one case he 
was never able to satisfactorily re 
solve. A woman wrote and told him 
she had seen a "funny light in the s ky " 
ncar Gulkana . They corresponded 
several limes. and he was able to :1t 
least ruk out ;1 satellite . The report 
!ittll lw!' him stumped though . 

" It may hav<' been an airplan<', " he 
said. 

The pland V<'nus is often the culprit 
in UFO sightings, he said. Every 19 
months, it approaches Earth and its 
apparent brightness incrcas<'S . First 
it appears as a morning star. h<• said, 
and th<'n 72 days after he<·oming its 
brightest. it becomes brilliant as a 
morning star . 

EAitTIIQlJAKt<:S. Wlllt.t<: ( 'OM
MON in Alaska. often provoke a lot of 
calls to the (;cophysical Institute. 
Davis snid . 

For six months to a year after a big 
quake, people arc more conscious of 
phenom<'na around tlwm and report 
all kinds of new things, he said. 

Sometimes those observations are 
valuable. Several memorable reports 
came after the 1958 earthquake in 
Lituya Bay, ncar Yakutat. 

Two Natives living ncar Huslia had 
at observed during an earthquake 
there that water sloshes around 
strangely. Davis said. That piece of 
knowledge came in handy during the 
Lituya earthquake, when one of the 
Natives. a woman cleaning fish on the 
Koyukuk River. noticed the water 
was moving strangely and correlated 
it with an earthquake . The earth 
quake was 800 miles away. and her 
report . along with the other man 's, 
made it possible to verify the long
distance effects of the quake. Davis 
said. 

The Lituya earthquake also 
sparked reports of strange animal be
havior . Before the quake struck. 
Davis said. some people picking ber
ries in the area suddenly noticed that 
birds were flying very tiigh and were 
agitated . i\noth<'r woman notiCf•d the 
leaves moving in a "funny" way . A 
group of nearby fisherman began get 
ling bites with evPry cast at the same 
timP . 

\ .~ ·;-~ 
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CHECKING REPORTS
David Stone, a geophysi
cist at the Univer::;ity of 
Alaska, examines seismic 
data at the Geophysical In
stitute . Stone is one of two 
correspondents at the uni 
versity who report pri 
marily volcanic activity to 
the Scientific Event Alert 
Network , an international 
reporting system . 

IJ>Iwtu by M1ke He/rose! 

t<.:XTHATEHRESTH.IAL VISITOH- Univer·sity of Alaska 
museum technician Gary Selinger displays the Aggie 
Creek meteorite, which was raised by a gold dredge on the 
Sewar·d Peninsula in 1942. The meteorite is appat·ently the 
only known Alaskan specitnen in the state . 

·'There arc small ground tremors 
too weak for people to sense, but 
animals can," Davis said. "Fish arc 
particularly sensitive ." 

China, which has a great many ear
thquakes, has "used every technique 
they can think of <to predict earth
quakes)," Davis.said. Those techni 
ques include observing animal be
havior. 

NOT ALL UNUSUAL SIGIITS 
occur aboveground . 

Earthworms are generally thought 
not to live in Interior Alaska, accord 
ing to Davis and biology professor 
Carol Feist. Feist said one type of 
worm does live in Interior Alaska , but 
"you don't find typical earthworms ," 
she said. In 12 years of digging in her 
garden, she's never seen anything re
sembling an earthworm . 

But Davis said there have been re 
ports of earthworms, particularly 
around hot spt·ings and where people 
live . Florence Weber , a geologist with 
the U.S. Geological Survey, thinks she 
spotted one of the elusive creatures 
while studying glacial deposits on the 
upper Salcha River in late summer 
1980. 

While on her hands and kness , lcan
ing over a hole dug on a south-facing 
bank, she says she saw a little ear
thworm squirming around ncar the 
top . 

''It's a wonder we didn 't cut it in 
half ," she said. She described it as a 
little over an inch long, about as thick 
as a pencil lead, segmented and pink 
ish in color . 

"So help me Hannah . it looked like 

!Staff photu by Joe Curn·w 1 

any old earthworm to me ," she said . 
"I don't know what else it could have 
been." 

She didn't collect the worm , though 
now she says she wished she had . 

ONE UNSOLVED MYSTERY of 
the North is the phenomena of hearing 
the aurora. 

"There's no question that people 
have the sensation of hearing the au 
rora," Davis said. "Lots of people 
do ." 

Davis has never heard the aurora 
himself. though his wife has , he said. 

People 's eyes often fool them when 
it comes to the aurora, too . Davis has 
received many reports of pilots 
seeing the aurora below their wings , 
or of people seeing the aurora touch 
the ground or dance between them 
and trees , for example. 

··You can't convince them that they 
didn't sec it," he said . 

The earth 's curvature can make the 
aurora appear to touch the surface, he 
said. 

One night in 1969 an elderly Atha
bascan woman living at Dot Lake saw 
a barium cloud released by a rocket 
from Poker Flats. The brilliantly col 
ored cloud suddenly appeared, ex
panded and then disappeared . 

"I know what that was ," she said. 
" It was God opening up a hole from 
he a vcn so he could look down from the 
sky and see the people here on earth. 
He didn't like what he saw, so he 
closed the hole back up again ." 

"She wasn't bothered a bit by what 
she saw," Davis said. "She knew 
right away what it was ." 
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