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]Springs man ., 

~is UFO prober 
~ Newcomer still awaiting 
; first encounter in region 

By Ted o.taney 
GT Staff Writer 

~ Dennis Myers hates it when 
...., people talk about "close encoun-
' ters ." 

0 Once, that phrase was a highly 
u technical term used only by the 
Ill intelligentsia of UFO research . 
oo But, through the magic of Hoi­
~ lywood, it became a term well­
~ known to all, part of the title of 

m a movie about UFOs : "Close 
o Encounters of the Third Kind." 
~ "Now, it's so trendy a term, I 
~ can't stand to use it," Myers , a 
(j Colorado Springs resident who 
u serves as the area represent-

ative of the Mutual UFO 
g; Network Inc., said Wednesday in 
;2 an interview. 
0 Rut call it what you will, when 
~ it happens , Myers is ready to 
~ look into it. 

MUFON , headquartered in 
~ Seguin , Texas, is a 1,500-mem­
~ ber organization founded in 1969 
~ for the purpose " of getting to the 
0 bottom of all these UFO sight-

ings, " Myers said . 
There have been numerous 

sightings of unidentified flying 
objects in Colorado Springs over 
the years . A sampler includes : 

• A cold December morning 
in 1978, when a prominent Colo­
rado Springs businessman and 
civic leader opened the curtains 
of his Cheyenne Mountain home 
at 4 a .m . - and stared straight 
out the window at a huge craft, 
" glittering with banks of lights, 
making a pulsating, whirring 
sound." 

He reported it, but was ada­
mant that his name not be re­
vealed . 

He said he didn't want people 
thinking he was crazy, "but I 
have no doubt it was people from 
outer space." 

• A night in August 1979, 
when six Colorado Springs resi­
dents reported a large UFO near 
Pikes Peak. Could have been a 
comet, they said . Except that it 
took a sudden 90-degree turn and 
headed off towards Woodland 
Park. 

• An evening in May 1983, 
when two Denver salesmen 
came out of the Palmer House 
Motel in Colorado Springs and 
saw " an immense flyj.ng tri­
angle" that was "as big as a city 
block," but made no noise and 
shot across the sky at an in­
credible speed . 

One of the men, an Army 
veteran, said, "The only ex­
planation I could dream up as to 
what it could have been is some­
one made a kite as big as a city 
block, put five battery lights on 
it, and somehow it traveled 2,500 
mph or more in a perfect pat­
tern." 

Things have been slower of 
late. 

Myers said he hasn 't been 
called to investllate any sight-

ings for more tllan a year in 
Colorado or MlnDeaota, where he 
lived before moving recently to 
Colorado Springs. MUFON is not 
directly accessible by the public , 
to avoid crank calls, and Myers 
does not want to name his full­
time employer in the Sprinp. 

Sightings are relayed to him 
from the pollee or other govern­
ment agencies . 

The organization keeps a low 
profile, Myers said . It does not 
say that spacecraft containing 
people from other planets defi­
nitely exist. All it says is that 
there is some pretty interesting 
information . 

Myers serves as a Springs 
investigator for the group, visit­
ing people who claim to have 
seen UFOs and reporting the 
information to his organization 
or to the Center for UFO Studies. 

Myers said the great majority 
of UFO sightings can be dis­
missed as natural phenomena . 

" The first thing I do when I 
talk to these people is to try to 
give them every possible reason 
why it wasn't a UFO," said 
Myers. "I don 't stand there 
going, 'Golly , you seen a UFO 
. . . Wow.' " 

He said one of the most preva­
lent apparitions occurs when 
"ball lightning " flares near 
high-voltage power lines. 

" Sometimes , you'll have some 
of these reports describing a 
non-ballistic action that 's not 
consistent with that ball-light­
ning phenomenon, but it may be 
that the people did not clearly 
remember what they saw ." 

Myers said the most fascinat ­
Ing case to come to his attention 
happened In Minnesota . 

"It involved a sheriff in Min­
nesota, Val Johnson," he said of 
the nationally publicized case . 

"He was driving in his sher­
iff's car when he saw a bright 
light in a field. He drove toward 
it to Investigate, and when he got 
within 150 yards, the light be 
came too bri~ht for him to see 
and came straight at his vehicle . 

"His car was going abou t 60 
mph. He said the brakes sudden­
ly locked - although he may 
have hit the brakes himself, he 
wasn't sure - and skidded 370 
feet and off the road. 

"Johnson was able to get a 
radio signal off, but doesn't re· 
member much else." 

Myers said authorities round 
Johnson In his car au hour and 
a hair later . 

''The physical evidence sur­
rounding the case was unreal," 
he said . 

''His chronometer in his car 
and his watch were both stopped 
a.t precisely the same time . His 
vt>hicle had no power . The 
ionization theory was present , 
that the electricity in tlw ve hicle 
had been Ionized , tllnt it was 
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Nuke plant guards 
report hovering UFOs 
By JON CRAIG 
Staff Writer 

Shotguns were drawn and the National Guard was notified, say 
some. 

But officials of the New York Power Authority will not release 
details about what happened last summer at tbe Indian Point 
nuclear power complex during the reported alptmg of an UD.identi­
fted flying object near the reactor. 

A dozen security officers at the Indian Point 3 nuclear plant 
spotted a large UFO on July 24, "As far as we 're concerned, 
1984, according Philip Imbrogno, there are no such things as UFOs, " 
an astronomer with the Center for Spiro said Thursday. 
UFO Studies. 
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an Ii~v':s~f;to~f f~~~~:i~h~a~~o~: Cou~~~~r~h~~~:a~u~\~ut~!~~~ ~ 
Ill. center. said this week, "It was aircraft which he says may have ~ 
quite an incident and they were been involved in other reported 
quite upset." UFO sightings, said Friday he 

He said he interviewed six doesn 't know anything about the 
guards who contacted him about Indian Point incident, but, ·· rt 's 
the sighting. They said the UFO possible that my plane was in-
was 900 feet long and hovered over volved, but I wasn 't." 
the plant for 15 minutes, according He said pilots of private and 
to Imbrogno. There was a similar commercial planes use the plant as 
incident on June 14, he said. a "handy landmark" when flying 

Carl Patrick, a spokeman for nearby. "From the air it 's easy to 
NYPA, operator of Unit 3, confirm- p1ck out, " Patrick said. " I don 't 
ed the sightings but said, "It's a six- know of any ... regulations that 
month-old story." restnct the airspace around Indian 

Larry Rossbach, a resident in- Point . · he said. 
spector with the Nuclear Regulato- Imbrogno said, "The command-
ry Commission. recalled Friday er gave the order to pull out the 
that guards were discussing the shotguns and they summoned Camp 
mc1dent when he reported to work Smith, but we have no documents .·· 
the following day. 

Said Rossbach , "I didn 't see it Imbrogno has filed a Freedom 
(but) I remember some guys said of Information request with the 
they saw it. I accept them as rea- NRC and NYPA for documents on 
sona ble people." the sighting. Brian Norris . a region­

al NRC spokesman. said his agency 
One security officer. who re- received the request about three 

quested anonymity. said the object weeks ago but has no documenta-
was 100 feet long, looked like heli- tion of the sighting . 
copters in V-formation. made some 
noise and hovered 300 yards above 
the plant. He said guards "broke 
out the shotguns." 

John Branciforte, a power au­
thority security coordinator, said 
Friday, " I think people are going to 
publish stories on hysteria (and) 
miSmformation. As far as I'm con­
cerned, it 's pure speculation. " 

Regarding a report that officers 
"broke out the shotguns," the com­
mander said, "We just don 't do 
things like that. He (Imbrogno) 
could possibly be making it up or he 
took what they (witnesses) gave him 
and stretched it out." 

Another officer, who also asked 
for anonymity, added. "I talked to 
some of the people who believe it 
was something, but some people let 
their imaginations get worked up . I 
beheve 1t was nothing. I'm sure a 
lot of it was very badly inflated." 

Patrick and Kenneth V. Spiro, 
zone sergeant for Troop K of the 
New York State Police, said they 
beheved the sightings were Cessna 
152s flown by pranksters out of 
Stormville Airport. 

completely gone and lh(' vehicle 
could not be restarted . 

" And all the antennas on the 
vehicle - a pollee radio, a CB 
and an AM radio - · were all bent 
at a perfect 90 degree angle .·· 

Myers said the antennas were 
sent to an independent lab to be 
analyzed , and the results showed 
no marks that could h<we be('n 
pliers or other tools. On tho basis 
of the analysis, thE' !au found 
that the most plausible e.xplana 
tlon was that the antennas were 
hit by an object traveling 1!)2,000 
mph . 

g Trio Spots 
~ Another UFO 
Q) 
~ 

0 
Another UFO spotting was 

made Monday evening of this 
~Xi week by three young men in the 

Lincoln Street-School Street 
p:: area. Steven Laspesa, 11, 
u Adam Lynch, 9, and Judson 
Ll) Weld, I 0, were out playing 
~ around 5:30 p.m. when they 
...... spotred the spacecraft near the 

high school. 
~ According to Steven, it was 

round and saucer-shaped and 
J::: had green, purple, orange and 
~ red flashing lights. There was a 
1 single white "headlight" in 

front 
~ Steven said the craft flew ovet 

the library section of the high 
~ school and then disappeared 
~ heading in the direction of 
~ Essex County Club. A short 
o time later it reappeared over 

. ~ the gymnasium part of the 
X: school, hovered for a moment 
E-t and then disappeared again in 
~ the direction of School Stnet 
t3 and the cemetery. 
~ Steven said that he was 
u freaked by the incident. 

According to Steven, he 
thought Adam was a little 
scared while Judson seemed to 
remain calm. 



By PAUL DELLINGER 
Southwest burMU 

"Hol11 catar' 
"Hf!JI - it' a almoat . .. " 
·· Yeah. Almoat a 'Pfttect .. . " 
" It i.s. lt'a 1'0\&nd!" 
" We finallll oat one." 
"We've found a /llling aau­

rerl'' 
- DlaJope from a P'"P of 

me~~ 1••P.1 tllle .Upe of a eralt 
embedcled Ia dae Ice beaea .. daem, 
ia dae 1951movle '"Be ftlq." 

Technically, t.bey are called Un. 
Identified Flyial Objects, and their 
lineage ranaes back at leut u far 
as the biblical Book of Ezekiel and 
forward all t.be way to tbe box of­
lice 's favorite space creature, 
"E.T." 

They have led to at least one fa­
tality (of a pilot whose P-51 crashed 
while chasing a reported UFO over 
Kentucky in 1948), a divorce (by the 
wife of a man who claimed to be 
meeting a female saucer pilot at 
night on the California desert), and 
any number of "I Rode in a Flyinl 
Saucer" books. 

UFOs did not overlook Virginia 
while they were doing all this. 

One UFO was supposed to have 
landed in a field near the Woodrow 
Wilson Rehabilitation Center at 
F ishersville in late 1964. Shortly 
thereafter, posses of armed vigi· 
I antes were combing parts of Augus­
ta County in search of little green 
men. Two years later, the Air Force 
was investigating a patch of road in 
South Hill that was supposed to have 
been scorched by a departing UFO. 

Meanwhile, lights in Virginia 
s kies were being seen by police offi. 
cers, ministers and any number of 
others. 

"TeU the world. TeU this to 
everJibodfl, wherever theu are . 
Wa tch the skies , everuwhere . 
K!!ep looking. Keep watching the 
skies." 

- A w&J"'liill broadcut by a 
aewspaper reporter Ia "Tbe TlliD1." 

Bat not even the mau who re­
ported t.be South Hill sightiDI be­
lieved there was anythiD1 unnatural 
about it. And one "little greea man" 
being bunted around Staunton 
proved to be 5-foot-10, 19G-po11Dd 
Donald Cash, who wondered why 
people reported that he left no foot­
prints when "I was standin1 iD mud 
up to my knees." 

That hunt began when Horace 
Bums, a gunsmith, saw a UFO as he 
drove on U.S. 220 from Staunton to 
Waynesboro about 5 p.m. on Dec. 21, 
1964. He said later that a large bee­
hive-shaped object passed about 200 
yards in front of him and his car en­
gine unaccountably stopped. 

He described the UFO as look­
ing like aluminum, and circled by 
six concentric rings. He estimated it 
at 125 feet in diameter and 80 to 90 
feet long, with a dome top and 
bluish glow underneath. It touched 
down in a field, stayed on the ground 
for about 90 seconds, then flew off 
out of sight, be said. 

It was a month before Burna re­
ported all this. When he did, be was 
invited to talk about it to a stauding­
room-only audience of several 
hundred in an auditorium at Eastern 
Mennonite College. 

Ernest Gehman was a professor 
of German at Eastern Mennonite iD 
Harrisonburg in 1964 when be be­
came involved with the Burna sight­
ing. (Burns could not be reached for 
comment.) 

Gehman, now retired from the 
college, was interested iD UFOs. He 
got in touch with Burns. They went 
to the field just after Bums reported 
the sighting, and Gehman said hia 
Geiger counter showed a high radia­
t ion level. 

" I believe he was right about 
that diameter," Gehman said, based 
on the spread of the Geiger read­
ings. But a team of Air Force inves­
t igators 22 days after the sigbtiDa 
date reported no radioactivity at aU. 

Gehman disputes that. He said 
he accompanied the investigators, 
and they got some high readings at 
least three times, but would read­
just their instruments each time 
"Thea the needle wouldn't move." · 

"Thf!II'U probablu Qive JIOU a 
medal, for deatrOfling evidence 
that they're wrong." 

TIMES & WORLD-NEWS, Roanoke, VA - Nov. 25, 1984 

UFO: Over the years, plenty of 
Virginians have seen the light(s) 
- ReiiW'Il bJ reporter Ia '-n. 

ftlq" to u A1r Foree olfleer wM 
bad a .. dYert .. tly blow• ap tlae 
UFOuder&Miee. 

It wu reUred Marine Maj. Don­
ald E. Keyboe wbo first claimed the 
Air Force wu coverina up evidence 
that UFOI were shi~ from other 
planeta. Keyboe, originally a skep­
tic, wu commluioned by True ma1· 
azine to do a documented article on 
UFOI. Hil piece - in the January 
1950 lsaue - made It the bigest 
seller in the magazine's history. 

Keyboe wrote several books on 
the subject, and magazines such as 
Life and Look soon got in on the act, 
with articles of their own. When 
those articles appeared, sightin& 
reports increased. 

Speakin& in Winchester four 
months before the Burns sighting, 
Keyhoe said he had never seen a 
UFO but had studied "at least 2,000 
detailed reports by fairly highly 
trained observers and very compe­
tent people." 

In recent years, there have 
been few reported sigbtings of UFOs 
in Virginia or elsewhere. After com­
ing out with an exhaustive report on 
UFOs several years ago, the govern­
ment disbanded the special investi· 
gations unit that was studying them. 

''I'm still very much interested 
(in UFOs)," Gehman said. "How­
ever, since that thick heavy book 
(the Condon Report. which discount­
ed the possibility that UFOs were 
from other planets) was brought out 
by the Air Force that sought to dis­
credit the whole idea, you know, 
people don't report what they see . . . 
I think there are as many sightings 
as before, but people don't report 
them." 

In the Burna sighting, Gebnwl 
said, one side of the car Burna bad 
been driving abo showed radioac­
tivity. For yean afterward, Geh­
man said, when snow would collect 
on cars parked around the Burns ve­
hicle. that side of it would stay bare. 

"I told .Mr. Burns that that c.tr 
ought to be saved. That it ia proof of 
a sort," Gehman said. But be said 
Burns sold the car and lost track of 
its ownership. 

* * Later, reports of "little green 
men" began surfacing in Staunton. 
After some youngsters reported a 
··close encounter" with one, groups 
of armed men surted scourina the 
area. 

" This creature - where i.s 
he? What i.s he up to? II he can 
build a spaceship that can ftJJ to 
Earth .. . what other terrors can 
he unleash at will? Obvioustu the 
monster must be found. He must 
be tracked down like a wild ani­
mal and destf'OJied." 

- Radio commeatator Gabriel 
Heater, playlDg himself lD tbe 1951 
movie "Tbe Day dae Earth Stood 
StUl." 

It was probably the most ex­
citement generated by space visi­
tors since 1938, when a radio play 
based on H.G. Wells' 1898 novel, 
" War of the Worlds," convinced lis­
teners who tuned in late that invad­
ing Martians had landed in New 
Jersey. 

Augusta County Sheriff John E. 
Kent called the armed searches 
" dangerous as well as ridiculous." 

What finally stopped them was 
the "space creature" himself. Don­
ald Cash, then 36, had costumed 
himself in blue coveralls and 
brushed his hair under a leather cap 
to play a joke on a friend - one of 
many people who claimed to have 
seen UFOs - but some youngsters 
spotted him first and chased him. 
He eventually admitted the prank to 
halt the searches before someone 
got hurt. 

But more reports were coming 
in. While Fishersville pharmacist 
Bill Elliott was luring customers 
with a "Flying Saucer Information" 
s ign in his drugstore window and 
bottles of " little green men" bubble 
bath on his counter, other people 
across Virginia were still watcbin& 
the skies. 

• Jan. 28, 1965: The Rev. H. 
Preston Robinson, pastor of the 
Chilhowie Church of God. and about 
10 others reported a UFO over 
Smyth County. " It stopped some 600 

feet above the lfOUDCI, right over 
downtown Marion," he said. It "had 
a round-shaped bottom from wlUda 
several Upts showed.·· 

• Feb. 2. 1H5: Roanoite pollee. 
Federal Aviation Administration 
officials and U.S. Weather Bureau 
officials at Woodrum Field reported 
a UFO. It was tentatively identified 
as a weather balloon. 

e July 19U: Two Ricbmond 
ruidents drlvint on U.S. 60 in 
James City County said their car 
stalled when a cone-shaped object 
passed overhead, aDd wouldn't start 
until il was ton•· 

e Aua. S. 1H5: Bill Baker of 
Rout• 1, B'rlstol, and four others saw 
a bright oraqe disc. It dimmed, 
bri&htened and new off south. 

e June 24, 1966: Riclunond Pa· 
trolman William L. Stevena Jr. fol· 
lowed a dirigible-shaped object 
ringed by llgbts from Richmond into 
suburban Hanover County, where he 
lost sight of it. "If I live to be 100. 
I'll never forget it ,'' he said. "As a 
matter of fact . 1 hope I never see an­
other one.· · 

John Andrews. a 13-year-oWf 
Roanoke boy, decided to get to the 
bottom of things. He wrote to Presi· 
dent Johnson about the UFO ques· 
lion in 1965. 

That brought a response from 
John A. Lang Jr .. administrative 
assistant to the secretary of the Air 
Force. 

"There is no truth to the report 
that the Air Force withholds any in· 
formation on unident ified flying ob­
jects," Lang wrote. "The evidence 
has proved beyond reasonable doubt 
that all reported aerial phenomena 
have been objects either created or 
sent aloft by man. generated by at· 
mospheric conditions or caused by 
celesual bodies or· meteoric activ i· 
Lies ." 

Two years later. he might have 
had a hard time convincing resi· 
den ts of South Hill of that. 

C.N . Crowder. a fertilizer ware· 
house manager there , was driving 

... _ .... ~,, ... _ __. 
If I live to be 100, I'll 
never forget it . As a 

matter of fact. I hope I 
never see another one . 

Willam L. Stavans Jr. 
Richmond patrolman 

~· _ _...1' ' ... _ __. 
home on the nigbt of Apnl 25, 1967. 
when he saw something in the road. 
He would later describe it as 
" looking like a storage tank on 
legs." 

As he flicked his headlights on 
high-beam for a better look, he sa1d. 
there was a burst of white light at 
its base and it was gone. 

State police found a black mark 
several feet in diameter on thl! road. 
They later found four ·Hny hol es 
around the spot, although at least 
one trooper said they had not been 
there when he first examtned the 
mark. 

Three paper matches also wen~ 
found in the blackened area . leading 
to speculation that someone touched 
off something flammable as a Joke. 

That sighting was the subject of 
a chapter in "UFOs Explained," a 
1974 book by saucer-debunker Phi l­
ip J . Klass. 

Despite the 19 pages he devoted 
to trying to disprove the presence of 
a UFO at South Hill. Klass co~Hd 
come up with no better explanation 
than simply branding the affair a 
hoax - and admitt ing that only 
Crowder. whose reputatiOn for tlon ­
esty was well-establ ished . c ould 
have carried it out. It was not one of 
Klass ' stronger UFO rebuttals. 

But Crowder himself agree.s 
there was no UFO that ntgh t 

Although the Air Force listed. 
the sighting as unresolved. Crowder 
said Air Force consultant J. Allen 
Hynek of Northwestern University 
came up with an explanation that 

makes sense to him - ball Uibt· 
ning . 

''That night, it was kind of 
cloudy. and it was low pressure. In 
other words. the clouds were almost 
down on the road, " Crowder re­
c :.~lled . " And what he seemed to 
think was (that) a cloud drifted 
through this high-tension line. 

" He says it happens real often 
1n New Hampshire or places like 
that . Well, this cloud could have 
picked up a tremendous force. just 
hke a condenser in an automobile, 
don 't you see. And when it passed 
through this fine, it picked up a tre­
mendous voltage, just the same 
thang as a lightning bolt hitting the 
ground there ." 

Adding that '· there 's been every 
kind uf report known to God and 
man put out on it." Crowder said: 
"The only thmg that I reported was 
that at was an obstacle . .. or what 
a ppeared to be . And my lights were 
dammed and , when I threw my 
l•ghts up. tha t was about the t1me 
the thi ng s truc k the ground and 
went off . That's the most sensible 
tili ng th<.ll I ve heard of . I' ve never 
thou11ht tht: re was any such thmg as 
a lJ FO." 

* * When private pilot Kenneth 
Arnold reported seeing nine bright 
objects flying June 24. 1947, near 
Mount Rainier, Wash.. with a pecu· 
liar up-and-down motion like sau· 
cers skipping over water . 
newspaper reporters immediately 
coined the term "flying saucers." 

Arnold died last January. His 
passing went virtually unnoticed by 
the national media, but the term 
remains part of the language. 

That first report prompted oth· 
C'rs, and sightings grew to the point 
where the Air Force found itself 1n· 
vutlga ti ng some 20,000 UFO re· 
ports in the next three decades. The 
otra ci al invest igation started as 
Project Saucer, then Project Sign . 
next Project Grudge and finally 
Project Blue Book. 

The Air Force declared most 
sightings regular a ircraft mistaken 
for UFOs, misinterpreutions of nat· 
ural phenomena , or hoaxes . but 
there was always a small percent· 
age left unexplained. 

F inally. the Air Force commis· 
sioned Dr. Edward U. Condon -the 
former head of the National Bureau 
of Standards -to direct a 15-month 
study of the subject. The 1968 Con­
don Report was a thick document. 
but it summarized its findmgs as 
follows: 

"Our general conclusion is that 
nothing has come from the study of 
UFOs in the past 20 years that has 
added to scientific k.nowledge. Care· 
ful consideration of the record as it 

I :ri,, ... _ __. 
I prefer to devote my 
t ime to objects which 

have some commercial 
value. At best. airships 

would be only toys . 
Thomas A. Edison 

... _ __.1' ' ... _ __. 
is available to us leads us to con· 
elude that further extensive study or 
UFOs probably cannot be justified 
in the expectation that science can 
be advanced thereby.·· 

The Air Force took the report 
at its word . Project Blue Book was 
closed down. 

Flying saucer sightings were 
highest in the years 1947. 1952, 1957 
a nd 1966, but the Condon Report 
seems to have put a damper on them 
since then. 

However, Arnold 's ' 'flying sau­
cers " weren ' t the first strange 
things to be seen in the skies, and 
probably won't be the last. Some 
UFOiogists claim biblical writings 
describe UFOs. 

More recently , in 1897, newspa· 
pers in U.S. cities coast to coast de· 
scribed s ightings of "s trange 
a irships" by thousands of people. 
The March 29 New York Herald said 
most of the residents of Omaha saw 

them. The New York Sun said Kan· 
su City trolley can stopped as a 
light as big u 20 stan was ob­
served. 

" In Milwaukee. thousands of 
people saw it," said the Chicago Tri· 
bune. "The machine floated over the 
City Hall, where it stopped for a 
quarter of an hour." 

Just as UFO debunker~ SO 
years later blamed newspapers . 
books and magazine articles for 
keeping flying saucers viable . the 
San Francisco Exammer declared 
that ·"Fake Journalism ' has a good 
deal to answer for, but we do notre· 
call a more discernible exploit 1n 
that line than the persistent attempt 
to make the public believe that the 
air in this vicinity is populated w1th 
airships." 

Thomas A. Edison. interviewed 
at the time, said he had no plans to 
invent an a1rship. "I prefer to cle­
vote my time to objects which haw. 
some commerc1al value At belot, 
air..hips would be only toys ." 

A 1951 movae directed by Hoh· 
ert Wise, "The Day the Earth Stood 
Stall. .. began with a flymg saucer 
landing in Washington. One year la t· 
er, radar observers at \\ al>hlng ton 
NatiOnal Airport reported UFOs on 
thear scopes and jets were scra m· 
bled to chase them. 

The Pentagon switchboard wa s 
so filled with inquiries that the m all ­
tary finally called the biggest news 
conference since World War II to t rv 
to qu1et them. It was cla imed tni.· 
UFOs were temperature invt·r'•un:; 
·- layers of warm a1r trap ped be · 
tween cooler a1r. which showed up 
on radar. 

2 



Are they back? Another sighting 
of objects in the sky 

Yes. folks , they 're back! 

,q ~:t ::ert~:r ~~ = 
when yoa leaat expect them. 

fj Try to ftpre out what they 
are aDd what they're cloill1. 
Feel free ta call )'OCII J.ca1 

~ and state pollee, u well u 
~ the Air Force. Chec:l wkla 

n ... ndta utbla ta .. 
,.: If •JOM elM hu aaiW Ia. 

All the a~Mwe bype .... 
.D be I meclla bUa ....... 
., some .,... .a.. Qllld 

c:r.. • 'letura ot the IJtllt en. 
I hiNI" bat, U t. 10 .... , 

f-1 c:aees. it ll Dlllll ...... . It .. 
> that - lttallpr lmn. 

trath. 1"bc.e ........ llpu 
~ diu ., maay people apatted 
111 In the sky over Wlndaar a 
] couple of yean IJO are 

back. 
~ They were spotted by three 

local ladies who were head· 
~ eel down to Sprinafield for 
~ t.11e hiah school buketball 
Z a arne lut Tuesday. Myra 
~ Polancl wu clrivtna with 
t:d Jad:r Smiley IDd Brada 
u 'Bouclro u her pasaea ..... 

About halfway to AKumey 
they IIOticed a IIcht ia the 
southerD sky tlaat Memed 
much bfiabter thaa aaythiaa 
normal like 1 star or an 
airplane . By the rime they 
had ~ached Carney 's Mar­
ket in Ascutney the ladies 
began to take note of the 
fact that the light, by now 
obviously not a star, hada't 
moved. Then it did bep to 
move, comiaa straiabt aorth 
aad eventually passiaa riaJrt 
over the car. It also 
desceDded to quite 1 low 
level , althouah nooae is sure 
just bow low it p. 

" It wu bript, bri1hter 
than anythia1 you'd normal­
ly see," said Myra, who wu 
clriviDa the car. She added 
that It first she thoupt that 
the object might be a 
helicopter, but then she 
realized that it was too high 
to be such a craft . A 
veteran of the sightings two 
years ago, Myra said that 
Tuesday night's object ap· 

peared similar to the oan 
she observed back then . 

All three of the ladlet 
a,reed that whatever they 
saw wu much bluer than 
any normal airaalt . They 
dncribed it u buiallly 
oblODI Ia lhape, with U 

ememely brtaht white llPt 
.. tbe hat ...... ,_.. 
seemed to be a •pben -
IUIIo ol a peyWI-bhdsh lwe 
arouad the 111iddle of the 
object. - loU ol da:r 
flubin1 ll1ht1 at tiM rear. 
OK ol these , • ...a wllke 
llaht, waa ltada .. ry b a 
whUe baa mdde.Jy ...._.,. 
eel lUelf front ... rat ol the 
Uab&a .... sped ......,. 
away. 

It ... alter tbe ....uer 
light cliaappeared that the 
object beaan to come lower 
to the I(I'OUnd. Each of tbe 
ladies claimed to be terrible 
judges of distance, but Judy 
and Brenda pjd dlat they 
thou&bt it mjpt have aotten 
ta wtthill 200 feet al die 
pvuact, "lower thaD .., 
ptue would bave .,_., •• 
while Myra tlloe,tlt k pt 
about ta the level of Mt. 
Aecutney. They aD apeed 
that It made no noDe tbat 
they could hear. althouah 
they did not stop or Bet out 
of the car. There was no 
effect on the car from the 
closeness of the object , they 
said. 

" lr wu just huae." said 
Brenda. addina that tbe 
object had no visible willp. 
She called WNNE-TV upoa 
her return from Spriaafield 
but the station bad DOt 
received any other repocU of 
siahtiap. Brenda said that 
they ~a.t liaht ot the object 
wbea they turDCd south oato 
the latentate u it -
headiaa north, riabt ovrz 
the car so that she had ta 
look up out the .rea window 
to watcb it. 

''I'm sure there 's a reason· 
able explanation for this," 
she said " but I wish the 
people who know would tell 
us what it is." 

Conaposlte drawing of the mysterious object sighted by 
thr• local ladles, based on sketches by BreniM Boudro, 
Judy Smiley and Myra Poland. 

< p.. 

UFOs spotted twice 
at Hunlock Creek 

A Hunlock Creek man said Wednesday that he and a 
number of his neighbors observed "lighted, round objects" 
flying in the sky over the area early Wednesday morning. 

James Merrion, a resident of Country Crest Trailer Court. 
said it was the second time in less than a week he observed 
the "UFOs." 

Merrion said the round objects contain various colored 
lights. including blue, orange, yellow, green, and white . lie 
noted the objects tr a vel in groups of five to 10 while circling 
the area. 

Yesterday afternoon, Merrion said he observed "white 
fl ashes" in the sky in the same area where the objects were 
sighted. Also, he said, several jet aircraft were " flying in 

til ,.c: circles" in the region. 
~ ~ Alter spotting the objects early Wedesday morning, Mer· 
~ ::! rion notified a number of his neighbors who also observed 
f-1 the UFOs. 
~ Similar sightings were observed by Merrion last Thurs· 

day. 
Officials at the National Weather Service Station at Avoca 

said Wednesday that no reports were received of any 
" unusual objects" in the sky early Wednesday morning. It 
was noted tha t the sky was clf!ar y~terday morning and 
visibility was excellent. 

MOUNTAIN TIMES• Blowing Rock• NC - Feb. 14, 1985 Cll G. Fawcett 

High Country May Become 
Home For UFO Museum 
By GeJry WchardiOD 

U Georp Fawcett'• plana 
work out, the nut &ourilt 
attlactlon ln the Hllh Coun· 
try wW be "out of thll 
world." 

Fawcett, a IJDcolD&on nlll· 
deqt, bu apellt 4 0 yean of 
bla Ufe lov•tlptln( aleht· 
lop of Unldentlfted F1yln1 
Object. (UFO.) and tbliW a 
muaewn devoted to the aub· 
ject would be a natural addl· 
tlon &o the Boone·Blowlnl 
Rock area. 
"I am neeoUaUoe "lth 

&ome people at the present 
Ume ln the Boone-Blowlnf 
Rock area," aald Fawcett. 
"It'• eolnf to be up ln your 
area." 

In addlUon to the lar&e 
number of tourlsU vlaiUo.: 
the area , Fawcett aald ano· 
ther reason for locatlne the 
museum here wu the hleh 
lncldence of UFO ll&htlnp 
ln the western mountains. 

"There 's al&o the Brown 
Mountain Uebt& and the 
<llerokee le&enda of the sky 
people comlo& down lo &ky 
baaketa," he added. 

North Carolina rank.& 
fourth ln the naUon lo the 
numbe1 of UFO li&htlnp. 

Fawcett •tlmated the 
oost of the center at Sl mil· 
lion , but said be h&d gotten 
recent e6tUnat.e& ot between 
two and Uuee mUllon dol· 
lan. 

One room of the museum 
would be 1 library contain­
loa: many of the volumes 
wri tten on the wbject of 
UFO&. Another room ·would 
include exhibit&, liCulptures, 
modelt. and videotapes, 
whlle a third room would 
serve as a study Cacllity with 
many of the case studies 
Fawcett has investigated 
himself. 

The Cacillties would also 
include a snack bar and 
"Star-Wars-type" video· 
~es. 

"~ we aot it a.n.d, it 
would tab otf," llld Faw­
cett. 
"It would be vwy IUcce.­

ful·- No doubt about lt • 
"I UllDk the poteD&Ial II 

Wlllmltecl." 

The study of UFO. Ia 
bued on penonal account., 
pbotoa, recordlnp,and phy· 
Ileal evl&tuce. There have 
a1ao been many reporta of 
allen bodlel belni re­
covered. 

Only ten per ceDt of the 
UFO. ll&bted an ever re· 
ported, accordlnl &o Faw· 
cett : 

" Moat people don't know 
bow to report a sleJlUol or 
who to uk." be aald. 
In aplte or th01e llmlta· 

tlons, Fawcett aald the 
ll&btloes reported around 
the world an remarbbly 
&lmllar. 

"lt'a loterestln& bow con· 
lllateDt and bow penlatent 
the lncldenta are .. . That Is 
one of the bulca of lcleoU· 
ftc study. 

" The al&btln&& are the 
II.IDe In North Carolloa u 
they are lo the Soviet Un· 
Ion, China, South America 
and France. 

" It ll very specialized re­
search ln a wry complex 
field ," Fawcett saJd . 

WhUe the Soviet Uolon 
and China have both an· 
nounced naUonal efforts to 
study UFOa, Fawcett reeret· 
ted the American a:ovem· 
ment ha.s not been as open. 

"Our eovernment's invesU· 
p tion has just £One UDdel'· 
eround,"lillld Fawcett. 

CiUne the U-2 locldent, 
t.he Bay of Pia:s, Viet Nam 
and Watera:a te, Fawcett 
said, "UFOs are no dl!Cer· 
ent. 

"The people who need to 
know don't always have the 
ri~ht to know. 

.. AU lwut Ia the facta." 
AmoDc the AmedcaDI who 

haft reported UFO IIPUDtl 
are tbiM ub'oDaUta uul for­
m• rr..a.s.nt Carta-. 

ADyoue lllbtiDc a UFO 
lbould kDow they haft u 
IDtenl&ed eu ID Georie 
Fawcett. He aid be could 
be COD&ac&.ci eveDinp at 
'104-'IU-6'1211 or ID wrtUoe 
&o 102 BatUepoWld Road, 
IJDcolDton, NC 21092. 
"I would lib &o bear from 

anyone who bu ever MeD a 
UFO, either old or new ; lo· 
c:a.Uy ~ ID aome other 
atate," aald Jo'awcett. 

Much of bla work u a re­
aearcber, be aald, w• apent 
ID tlylnf &o ellmlnate thOle 
ll&htiDp wblch could be 
ldentltled. 

Fawcett b.u allo been a 
&tate oftlcer ln the Mutual 
UFO Network (MUFON) 
and Ia cunenUy preparlnJ • 
paper to be pnunted at a 
MUFON l)'mpoalwn 1D St. 
I.Duli. 
Mter 4 0 yean oC study 

and lnve&tlptlon of UFO., 
the tint five of whlcb were 
spent u a •lf~nfe&Md 
akeptlc, Fawcett tw 
amaaaed 1 laree amount of 
lntormaUon. The book.a, 
mea and photo& nu molt of 
the avallable space in the 
Fawcett home. 
"That 's one of the Na&Ow 

!or U:e m~u.m," iiUd 
Fawcett. 
The other reaa;oOi for the 

mweum are more lmpor· 
taut. 

Fawcett has reached perso· 
nal &oala of l.ecturin& on 
UFO., teacbln& an accredJ. 
ted course on the subject 
and writloe a book. 

One &oal rema.los to be 
reached. 

"The museum Is my fourth 
eoaJ . It 1s really my bl& 
dream," he saJd . 

" I want It to be &omethlne 
for other people to enjoy 
lone after I'm eone." 

Mystery lights are still puzzling 
By Catharine Huddle 

J.ournal Writer 

ALLIANCE- Authorities who inves­
tigated mysterious airborne lights near 
Alliance Thursday night refused to say 
1t was a UFO. but acknowledged they 
could not identify the lights or their 
source. 

A citizen first saw the bright lights 
about 8:30 p.m. and called police. The 
lights then were seen by two Alliance 
police officers, who contacted other au­
thorities and tracked the glowing object 
west and north of Alliance. 

"I honestly can't say what it was." 
said Jim Olson, a Box Butte County 
sheriffs deputy. "It appeared to be the 

size of a tennis ball Part of it was red 
and part of it was gold. It was ex­
tremely high and quite a ways west of 
here." 

Asked to offer his personal opinion, 
Olson would say only that he estimated 
the light to be one to two miles high and 
100 to 150 miles west of Alliance. 

"I was moving directly toward it 
when I lo~t sight of it," Olson said. "Of 
course I was driving and I couldn't re· 
ally watch it all the time. I honestly 
couldn't say when I looked up and it was 
no longer there." 

Olson said his office received several 
reports Friday from people who saw the 

EVENING JOURNAL , Lincoln , NE - Feb . 16, 1985 

light, including one from a person who 
said the light was spotted near Angora 
and that it appeared to be first a falling 
star, then a V-shaped object. 

State Patrolman Neil Miles, who is 
stationed in Scottsbluff, also joined the 
watch. 

"There was a bright light in the sky 
for 20 minutes or so," Miles said. "It did­
n't appear to be moving much, pretty 
much stationary. Then it dropped down 
out of the sky. It just like dropped out of 
the sky. 

"We went farther west to see if we 
could get on a higher hill and about 
eight miles west (of Alliance), we lost 
sight of it." 

Asked if he thought the object was a 
UFO, Miles replied: "No comment. I 
guess apparently there were quite a few 
people that saw it. There's probably a 
good chance it has something to do with 
the military. It was mainly just kind of a 
white light. 

"It had no real shape to it. I know it 
wasn't a planet and it wasn't a star," 
Miles said. "It may have been a helicop­
ter." 

A sheriffs dispatcher said that a 
radar operator at the Alliance Munici­
pal Airport said the lights were visible 
from the radar station but didn't show 
up on radar. 
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CABINET & WILTON JOURNAL, 
Milford, NH- Jan. 17, 1985 

CR: B. Greenwood 

UFO reported 
Police received a report of a 

UFO sighting January 10. A 
Milford resident told police that a 
large red ball was seen flying 
over the high school at a high 
speed toward Nashua . Police are 
atill investigating. 

SHARING. Potlce Sgt. John Zeller draws sketcheS to 
show Jeremy Prevost details of his UFO sighting last 
fall. Zeller came as a mentor tor the QUEST program 
tor gifted and talented students. Jeremy Is researching 
UFOs. 

UFO Sighting: Zeller Shares Experience 
Are there other Intelligent beings besides 

those who live on Earth? Ten-year~ld Jere­
my Preve»t doesn't know, but he does won· 
der wben be bean about slgbUngs .of UFO&, 
too.e mysterious unidentified flying objects 
people report aeetng from time to time. 

Keeae Pollee Sgt. John C. Zeller wonders, 
too, especially since he sighted a myster1ous 
object in the skJes over Keene last October. 
Hla ailfltlng Is stW on the books as a UFO. 

So the two got totether at Symonds School 
where Jeremy Is researching UFOs through 
QUESI', a new program for gifted and tal · 
ented chUdren In Keene elementary scools . 
Sgt. Zoeller came through the " mentor pro­
gram," which pairs volunteers with stu­
dents to share a common Interest. 

Jeremy, a fourth grader, had sent for lit­
erature from around the country and he's 
reading all the books and articles he can get 
his hands on. Buttbe first-hand account of a 
UFO sighting from Sgt. Zeller was undoubt­
edly tbe most fascinating part of his re­
search project. 

Jeremy llsteoed with awe as the pollee of­
fleer unfolded bla story and drew maps and 
sketcbea. SCL Zeller deacrtbed his exper1· 
ence aad repcwta ot simllar Incidents as 
"wetrd. ablce almost everything we see in 
tbe lily cau be aplalned.'' His story went as 
foBows. 

He wu on cruiser duty In West Keene at 

7:40 p.m .when he was asked to check out a 
reported sighting of a strange object In the 
sky . After crossing the overpass near 
Fairbanks Plaza, he was heading south ~ 
ward Ramada Inn when a car coming ~ 
ward him skidded and stopped sideways. As 
he stopped, passengers in the car jumped 
out and said .. Look up there! " 

He saw pulsating lights In red, white and 
green, about over the Keene Country Club, 
but couldn' t make out any object because 
lights were so bright. While he was on the 
radio reporting in, the other people sug­
gested putting the cruiser's powerful spot­
light on the area and, the minute he did, the 
object started moving toward them, finally 
slowing down about 100 feet overhead. 

Sgt. Zeller said the spotlight then picked 
up the object, which he described as cream 
colored, about 50 feet long, with a rounded 
bottom like the hull of a boat-with different 
surfaces but no visible seams. He saw 
pulses of light, but no source of the light. He 
said there were no visible wheels, windows, 
rotors, propellers, or jet engines and he 
heard no sound, except for two hums as it 
passed overhead. 

The object, he said, then " zipped off" si­
lently to the area of the Covered Bridge Car 
Wash, stopped, turned around as if to come 
back, but " zipped" to hover over the Rama­
da Inn, then moved with great speed over 

the hills, then back, then away again, this 
Ume disappearing from sight. 

1be object traveled at great speed, he 
Mid, seeming to foUow the contours of the 
ground and it accelerated, maneuvered and 
moved In a manner that defied all rules of 
physics. "It just didn't move like things on 
earth move," he said. 

Pollee headquarters were in contact with 
the FAA In Manchester, which was unable 
to pick up anything on radar. They called 
the UFO Center and reported it to the Air 
Force, resulting in someone coming to inter­
view Zeller later. He told Jeremy he has had 
letters and Inquiries from everywhere about 
the UFO sighting, but nobody has been able 
to explain it . 

But some things are explained, Sgt . Zeller 
said, including a report the following night 
of a V -shaped object with a light at the point . 
This was identified when the Air Force con­
firmed a V formation of airplanes over 
Keene at this time and the light would have 
been on the lead aircraft. 

But what about the other unexplained 
sightlngs? 

" Do you think there are other mtelligent 
people out there In space (whose technology 
just might be more advanced than ours, J" 
asked Sgt. Zeller. 

Then he and Jeremy looked at each other 
and grinned. 

" Maybe," they agreed. 

PATENT TRADER. Mt. Kisco. NY - Jan. 30. 1985 

New UFO Baffles Ossining 
OSSI:'-11\G - Lt ,r,il pol1t"t> are 

baffled over \\·hat could have caus­
ed the multi -colo red li'lhts seen fly­
ing over the \ ·illage Sunday morning. 

Poli ce records show r.vo officers 
who were respond1ng a motor vt>hi· 
cle acc1dent at 5:03a. m. on William 
St reet when thev saw an " umden­
tified flying object"· pass over their 
heads. 

In their report . the two officers said 
the object . which was cigar-shaped 
with yellow and green lights, was 
travelling southbound at a slow rate 

uf ~peed toward Rte. 9 and Briarcliff 

mano r 
Thev ~airl tht>v followed it in their 

c ruise~ up \Villi~m Street and down 
Sou th Highlanrl Avenue. 

The offi cer~ gave up pursUit . 
however. when the craft was over 
Rte . 9 because. they wrote . 1t head­
ed south at a ··very high rate of 

~peed ."' 

Police Chief Ronald Goldfarb said 
he has " no idea whatsoever" what 
could have caused the phenomenon . 

Last fa l l. four pilots flyin~ out of 

NEWS-TIMES. Danbury. CT - March 22, 1985 CR: H. Peatfield 

a -;mall ai rport in StrJ rnwille . \ Y 
were thought to ha\ e caused a 
number of L.FO. ~1ghtings 111 th e 
north ern Westchester area by flyinf.S 
closely together and blink1ng the1r 
landing lights on and off at the sJme 

timE' 
\1r. Goldfarb said he doubts Sun­

day"s sighting was related to those m­
udents, adding that genume L .FO. 
spottings like this are relatively rare 

occurrences. 
"This is the first one ou r offielers 

saw around here," he said . 

Airplanes cheat UFO sighters again 
By Olivia Winslow While so.ne may have harbored planes, which had travel<'d from th<' people piloting the planes had to be which the planes were flying during 
News-Times staff notions of an other-worldl y ex plana- Brewster area up as far as NPw t>xp<'rienced flyers. He said they th<'ir travels to know for certain 

DANBURY - You weren·t crazy 
if you saw strange. unexplained 
lights in the sky last night. 

Dozens of people called The News­
Times and area police departments 
last night between 9:30 and 10, 
claiming to have seen lights in vari­
ous patterns traveling in the sky. The 
reports came from Bethel . Danbury, 
New Fairfield, Redding, Newtown, 
Brookfield, New Milford and Brew-
ster. 

Invariably, these callers prefaced 
tile.ir stat~ments with . ''I'm not 
crazy. but .. 

tion - extraterrestrial , that is - Haven and back. to a New York air- turned on the bright ll"hts of the whether air space regulations were 
the answer was of a more domestic port that he would not identi fy. planes as a sa fety fac1t1r. enabling violated . 
origin. Last year a sim ilar incident oc· commercial aircraft in the ~reater The explanation of the lights was 

According to Paul Estefan. admin- curred and police trackf'd the planes New York area to see the smaller something of a letdown for Carrie 
istrator of Danbury Municipal Air- to a private airport in Stormville. plam·s· flight pattern. McConnell of New Fairfield. She and 
port, the multi-colored lights came N.Y . Estl'fan said Danbury Airport offi - her daughter. Tina. had observed the 
from three or four single-engine Estefan. who rec<'ived numerous cia ls are continuing to gather infor- spectacle while en route home from 
planes flying in formation at perhaps calls at his home last n1ght about the mat ion on th<' flight beforE' nntifying Danbury. 
an altitude of 10.000 feet. He ruled incident. offNed a reason for the the Fcd<'ral Aviation Administration Sht> told of how she and her daugh-
out the possibility that these were ul · flights. of the incid<'nt. ter had hf'en awestruck by the sight, 
tralight airplanes. which do not have He said thE' winds have died down. He said what the pilots have done gazing at bright yellow, white and 
that kind of power, as some police producing a " really nice night for is not really illegal , but there could red lights in tr iangular and round 
have reported . flying . So when you get a situation b<' some infractions of air space reg- shapes. But now. she said with some 4 

Estefan said an airplane. dis- like that ... you can put togethE'r a ulations. More information is needed misgivings, she has to tell her daugh· 
patched by the airport. tracked the format ion flight. ·· He added that the to d(•termine the exact altitude at ter they were just ai rplanes. 
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Professor Describes UFOs 
By ED ROBERTS 

Sunday News Correspondent 
NASHUA, Feb. 16 - Until 

five years ago, Plymouth State 
College anthroplogy professor 
Joseph Long did not believe in 
the phenomena known as uni­
dentified flying objects or 
UFOs. 

As a scientist, Long was a 
skeptic for a long time, but he 
now travels the state lecturing 
on UFOs and what he considers 
other kinds of psychic phenom­
ena. 

He can't explain what made 
him a believer but, he says he 
is one now. Perhaps it was the 
numerous nights he says he 
spent spotting the flying ob­
jects on the back roads of 
Kingston with his friend Betty 
Hill, who wrote a book on her 
experiences that led him to his 
belief. 

Long , who spoke to an over­
flow crowd of about 150 at the 
Nashua Public Library this 
week, said he is certain there 
are thousands, if not millions, 
of other life forms throughout 
the universe . 

Half those forms are proba­
bly ahead of ours technological­
ly. Long said, so there are 
bound to be objects other than 
manmade flying around the 
universe and the earth. "Any­
time you look at UFO phenome­
na you have to believe its 
true," he said. 

l\IANY SIGHTINGS 
Long said there are thou­

sands of UFO sightings report­
ed every day . When he asked 
the crowd how many had seen 
UFOs, about one-third raised 
their hands. 

More than half the crowd at a 
Roche~ter lecture he gave a 
few weeks ago said they had 
seen a UFO, Long said. 

Several UFO sightings in 
New Hampshire have been re­
ported in the media over the 
last few years, including one 
sighting in Keene a few months 
ago and in Hillsborough in 1978. 
UFO sightings in New Hamp­
shire, said Long, are no differ­
ent than sightings in South 
America , Australia or China. 

A logged map of the United 
States shows that sightings are 
not unique to any part of the 
country. The average UFO 
sighting is of a flying saucer­
type vessel, according to Long. 

The objects do things like ac­
celerate at a rate of speed not 
possible by manmade vehicles, 
or make turns at right angles. 

Other than verbal accounts, 
the only physical evidence of 
UFOs is photographs, he said. 

OTHER EVIDENCE 
Other less tangible evidence 

exists , like burned out patches 
in fields where UFOs allegedly 
have landed. Some of those 
fields are so badly burned they 
can't support vegetation for 
many years after the incident, 
Long said. 

People who report they have 
been abducted by alien beings 
in UFOs have passed lie detec­
tor tests. 

Long suggested that artist 

renditions of alien beings based 
on alleged eyewitness accounts 
make them to look like the fair­
ies of fiction because the fairies 
of fiction are based possibly on 
ancient sightings of UFOs and 
alien beings. 

It is likely human beings are 
in contact with as many as 10 
different groups of alien be­
ings, all of them using a higher 
form of technology than is 
available to us, Long said. The 
contact by aliens with us is 
"very bizarre" and is at a psy­
chic level that is incomprehen­
sible to us. he said. 

Dll. JOSEPH LONG 
(Photo by Ed Roberts) 
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editorial; 
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Make- believe UFOs 
The pilots who get their kicks by 

flying over the Danbury area pre­
tending to be space ships should 
pause for just a minute and think 
about what they 're doing. 

It might be fun, pretending to be 
a visitor from outer space. It might 
be a thrill to read in the newspaper 
the next day about all the people 
who believed they saw UFOs and 
called newspapers and radio sta­
tions and police departments to re­
port what they saw. 

But it is not much fun for the po­
lice. Police departments are on call 
24 hours a day to handle emergen­
cies. It 's a bit difficult to do that if 
their phone lines are jammed with 
calls from people who truly believe 
they have seen an unidentified fly ­
ing object. And that is what happens 
when those pilots take to the air 
over the Danbury-Putnam County 
area. 

For anyone who questioned 
whether the frequent UFO sightings 
in the area were real space ships or 
private planes, last Thursday's epi­
sode was educational. A flight in­
structor for Bluebird Aviation was 
in the air and saw the 10 single-en­
gine planes flying in formation at 
high altitudes, flashing their landing 
lights. He followed them to airports 

in Poughkeepsie and Stormville, 
N.Y. 

Paul Estefan, the administrator 
of Danbury Municipal Airport, has 
filed a complaint with the Federal 
Aviation Administration about the 
incident. But he says he's not sure 
whether the FAA can do anything 
about it, since there doesn 't seem to 
be an FAA regulation that prohibits 
pilots from pretending to be UFOs. 

If there isn 't , there should be. But 
getting the FAA after these irre­
sponsible individuals isn't the only 
solution. 

The aviat ion community in this 
area is tightknit enough to know 
who is responsible for these flights . 
These individuals are damaging the 
reputation of the pilots who obey 
the rules. Pilots can and should po­
lice themselves and let these prank­
sters know that their flights must 
stop. 

If this silliness continues there is 
going to be a tragedy. Someone will 
die because they couldn't reach the 
police to get help. Someone will get 
into a serious car accident because 
they were watching the lights in the 
sky instead of the road. 

Then pretending to be a UFO 
won't seem so funny. But, if you 
think about it , ifs not funny now. 

SPOKESMAN REVIEW, Spokane, WA - March 6, 1985 

UFOs- 'This is for real' 
By JIM SPARKS 
Staff writer 

For credibility's sake, Rob­
ert Hastings wears a blue pin­
striped suit when he gives his 
slide show. 

He doesn't bring photographs 
of fuzzy round objects flying 
low over South Dakota, and 
doesn't claim to have chatted 
with aliens himself. 

But his message is that UFOs 
are out there, they're buzzing 
our nuclear missile sites and 
the CIA is keeping mum. 

"This is for real," Hastings 

told a group of six at Eastern 
Washington University's High­
er Education Center on Mon­
day. "It's not science fiction." 

The son of an Air Force offi­
cer, Hastings backs up his 
claims with documents re­
leased by the FBI, CIA and the 
Air Force through the Freedom 
of Information Act. 

The documents refer to the 
recovery of flying saucers con­
taining 3-foot-tall aliens, a dog­
fight with a UFO over Iran and 
strange green fireballs spotted 
from Los Alamos, N.M. 

(Continued on page 14) 

f Robert Hastings at Eastern Washington University. 
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"In a nutshell, what they indicate 
is that UFOs exist," Hastings said. 

The UFOs, Hastings said, seem to 
show a special fondness for cruis­
ing over nuclear weapons sites. 

Taking the view that they are be­
nevolent beings, Hastings thinks 
they may be concerned that we are 
on the eve of nuclear destruction. 

"They - whoever they are -
may intervene if it appears we are 
about to commit the ultimate stu­
pidity," he said. 

Four months a year, Hastings 
does the college lecture circuit, 
spreading the word that the govern­
ment is keeping the sightings under 
wraps. 

(continued on page 6) 
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From Staff, Wire Reports 
Perhaps someone - or something - is 

trying to send us a message. 
First came the celestial ball of fire Sunday 

evening that was spotted across a wide area 
of the Southeast, including Calhoun County, 
and then , this morning, there was the house­
jarring boom that shook parts of Anniston. 

Authorities believe the ball of fire may 
have been a metorite, although they have yet 
to issue a definitive ruling. 

Local officials were at loss this morning to 
explain what caused the loud noise that 
sounded like an explosion. Speculation cen­
tered around a possible sonic boom, however. 

There is nothing to indicate that th~ two 
incidents were related . 

William G. Keys was one of those who was 
treated to Sunday night's fiery spectacle. The 
57-year-old retiree said ne was fishing by a 
lake on his Calhoun County property at about 
6:50 p.m. Sunday when a ball of fire Shot 
across the sky. Keys said .he had never seen 

anything like it. 
He wasn ' t the only person to sight the 

heavenlv ball of fire . But, as of this morning . 
there had been no officia l explanation for the 
streak of " brilliant" light, which pilots over 
Alabama said ·'changed from red to green to 
oran~e" as it raced across the sky Sunday 
night . 

The flash, which was sighted as far south 
as Orlando. Fla .. as far north as Tennessee 
and as far east as Charleston . S.C.. is 
believed to have been a meteorite , according 
to Jim Moates . area supervisor for the 
Federal Aviation Administration (F' AA) in 
Birmingham . 

W.C. Wilson of the Alabama Forestry 
Commission said he had received some 100 
calls asking about the flash by about 8:30 
p.m . Sunday . He said he was also keeping 
track of calls from people who said they'd 
heard a noise related to the flash . 

Those calls seemed to come from an area 
around south Calhoun, Clay, Randolph and 

Chambers counties . Wilson said . 
Jackonville State Troopers received many 

calls abou t the flash . and the sheriff's office 
in Randolph County said Sunday night that 
they 'd had reports of a loud noise that may 
have accompanied the fireball. Several 
callers wondered if a missile had been 
exploded over the state. 

But Ca pt. Barbara Carr , at Maxwell Air 
Force base near Montgomery . said Sunday 
night that no missiles had been exploded . 

Observers reported seeing" flames coming 
out from around" the object as it streaked 
through the night . said John Whiteside . a 
FAA duty office r in Atlanta . " Even ex· 
perienced people are totally amazed at the 
size and the fact that it came straight down 
rather than at an angle ." 

It was not known this morning if any object 
had hit the ground . 

The loud boom in Anniston occurred at 
about 7:30a .m this morn ing .. A 24-year-old 
man said his house on Christine Avenue 

shook while he was making tea . Another 
Anniston resident said he was traveling east 
on lOth Street, near the offices of The 
Anniston Star . when the noise was heard He 
said the boom reverberated so violentlv that 
he thought his car had been hit by another 
vehicle . 

Yet officials at the Anniston police and fire 
departments. as well as the Calhoun County 
Civil Defense office. said they didn ' t hear the 
boom and had received no calls concerning 
the matter . 

The public affairs office at Fort McClellan 
and the Anniston Army Depot said they had 
no explaination for the noise and that no 
artillery drills were scheduled for this morn­
ing. 

The blast may have been a sonic boom . 
which is generated by an airplane flying 
overhead at or above the speed of sound, but 
this could not be immediately determined 
this morning. 
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You don't have to be a nut to believe in UFOs 
i~i~r~~~i!~f5iifilt z 

i~Uu. n;rhi~~,, c ~ 
By GEORGE W. MOORE 
Tribune Managing Editor 

Unidentified Flying Objects, otherwise 
known as UFOs, have been bugging us 
Earthlings for years now, and they've 
generated quite a bit of excitement and 
controversy from time to time. 

Some people scoff at the idea that there 
are such things as UFOs, much less that 
they may contain visitors from another 
world. The UFOs are really helicopters, or 
swamp gas or the products of fertile­
sometimes Intoxicated - imaginations, the 
disbelievers say. 

Others, however, aren't so sure, and I 
confess that I count myself In that group. If 
we look up Into the heavens on a clear night, 
It's not so hard to Imagine that somewhere 
out there, there's something at least as 
Intelligent and curious as we are, and 
perhaps moreso. 

I BRING up the subject because of some 
papers that crossed my desk this past week. 
But more on that later. 

First, I'd like to explain how I became 
Interested In the subject of UFOs. 

We have to go back to the mid-'60s, when 
I was a young police reporter for a paper In 
Richmond, Va. I covered just about every 
crazy thing that came along between the 
hours of 5:30p.m. and 2:30a.m. every 
Friday and Saturday night, and that 
included reports of UFO sightings. 

There were a lot of reports of sightings 

en 
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back then, and most came from residents of 
Hanover County, near Richmond. 

I was skeptical, of course, until one night 
when an acquaintance- a young pollee 
patrolman- saw one and chased or was 
chased by it. 

THE PATROLMAN, I should note, was an 
all-right guy in my book- bright, friendly 
and about as honest as the day, or night, 
was long. 

His encounter with a UFO occurred In the 
early morning hours one summer day. He 
was in his cruiser on Richmond's far East 
End, near the Henrico County Fairgrounds. 

As he approached the area, he noticed 
bright lights. 

Thinking that somebody had Inadvertently 
left the fairground lights on, he pulled into 
the parking lot to check . 

Just then. the lights started rising, and It 
didn't take him long to figure out that he 
was looking at some sort of aircraft. 

It left the fairgrounds and headed north 
along the Richmond-Henrico Turnpike, with 
the patrolman in hot pursuit. 

By this time, of course, he was on his 
radio, and other officers were giving him all 
sorts of advice . "Shoot It," somebody yelled . 

All of the sudden, the cat-and-mouse game 
was over. The object just took off, straight 
up, and disappeared . 

A DAY OR two later, my paper did a 
story on the incident, and I talked to the 
patrolman a few days after that. 

He stuck to his story, and when I asked, 
"Why didn 'tyou shoot at it?" he explained 
Ulat, In the first place, the thing hadn't done 
anything wrong, as far as he could tell. And 
In the second place, he said, he was afraid 
he'd lose control of his speeding cruiser if he 
tried to pull out his revolver and pump a few 
slugs Into the thing. 

Sounded reasonable to me. 
Ever since then, I've been fasclntated by 

the subject of UFOs, and I've even read a 
few good books on the subject. Which brings 
me to the papers that crossed my desk this 
past week. 

They are copies of government documents 
that at one time were classified, and they 
make up a report entitled "liFO/Helicopter 
Overflights of U.S.A.F . Bases in 1975." The 
papers were obtained under the Freedom of 
Information Act by an outfit called Citizens 
Against U.F .O. Secrecy. 

One such sighting occurred at Minot Air 
Force Station on Nov. 10. An official Alr 
Force log entry on the incident says: 

"UFO sighting reported by Minot Air 
Force Station, a bright star-like object In the 
west, moving east, about the size of a car. 
First seen approximately 1015Z. 
Approximately 1120Z, the object passed over 
the radar station, 1,000-teet to 2,000 feet 
high, no noise heard. Three people from the 
site or local area saw the object.'' 

On some occasions, at some SAC bases, 
unknown aircraft penetrated and hovered 
within 100 feet of nuclear weapons storage 
areas. The aircraft were never Identified or 
forced down, because, the Alr Force said, 
"These bases have no air defense 
capabilities in peacetime." 

ONE particularly interesting account 
came from Col. John J . Doran Jr., an Air 
Force vice commander, and Capt. Myron 
Taylor, an instructor navigator, who were 
aboard a KC-135 returning to Wurtsmlth Air 
Force Base, in Michigan, the night of Nov. 
6,1975. 

The KC-135 chased a UFO for about two 
hours, and, at one point, according to 
Taylor, the UFO "sped away from us doing 
approximately 1,000 knots." The crew lost 
sight of the craft, but Radar Approach 
Control picked it up again near Saginaw 

THE REPORT offers a fragmentary but Bay. 
sometimes chilling account of sightings on The plane had to break off from the chase 
24 nights in the autumn of 1975. because it was running low on fuel. It 
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returned to Wurtsmlth, and Taylor said, "I 
remember that while on final approach we 
saw the lights <of the UFO> again near tbe 
Weapons Storage Area." 

The 1975 incidents are not isolated, of 
course, and North Dakotans have reported 
other sightings throughout the years. The 
most recent reports, according to Tribune 
files, came in July 1983. 

A LIDGERWOOD truck driver and two 
Grand Forks residents reported seeing 
similar UFOs one night about elgbt minutes 
apart. The Grand Forks people were about 
200 miles from the truck driver, who was 
near Staples, Minn. 

The Grand Forks man said the object was 
golden colored, "perfectly round and shaped 
like a cigar or bullet. .. . '' He said be and 
his companion saw It at the same time. 

The truck driver reported that he bad 
sighted the object eight minutes earlier. "It 
came from the north and made Its way In 
front of the truck. It just got to the other 
side of the truck and- bang -It was gone. 
And I mean bang." 

Helicopters? Swamp gas? Imagination? 
Well, maybe, but whatever they are, UFOs 
continue to bug us Earthlings. 

And if one should buzz you anytime soon, 
I'd appreciate a call . Unless, of course, your 
UFO looks like a pink elephant. 
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INQUIRER. Philadelphia. PA - March 3. 1985 
Since 1969, the Air Force has re­

ferred reports of UFO sightlngs to 
local pollee departments and to pri­
vate UFO groups. All research on the 
subject has been done by individuals 
and a few scantily funded nonprofit 
organizations like Hynek's Center 
for UFO Studies, which operates on 
$40,000 a year. 

The most dramatic- and seeming­
ly preposterous - of UFO sightings 
are those in which witnesses report 
seeing, and sometimes being abduct­
ed by, human-like creatures. 

To describe these cases, Hynek sev­
eral years ago coined the term "close 
encounters of the third kind," which 
became the title of Steven Spielberg's 
19n movie about a UFO landing on 
earth. 

The Mutual UFO Network <MU­
FON), based in Seguin , Texas, has 
collected 2,300 reports of close en­
counters of the third kind from 
around the world, dating back more 
than 40 years. According to MUFON 
figures, there were about 300 such 
reports in 1967. In 1975, there were 
1.000. And in 1981 , the number had 
grown to 2,300. 

As a rule, researchers say, the peo­
ple who make such reports appear to 
be sane, stable citizens. Rarely do 
they seck publicity. Often their ac· 
counts come out reluctantly, some· 
times yea rs after the event, and 
sometimes only through hypnosis. 

Budd Hopkins, a New York artist 
who published the book Missing 
Time in 1981, has studied more than 
SO cases in which UFO witnesses re­
cou:-~t abduction experiences. 

A common trait among the cases. 
Hopkins said, is that the subjects 
h:~ve memory blocks associated with 
UFO stghtings. 

In a typical case, Hopkins said, an 
indtvidual reports seeing a UFO 
briefly at close range but later di s­
covers that what had seemed only a 
momen tary experience actually la ~t­
cd for as long <~s an hour or two. 

To probe the time gaps, llopkins 
enlisted a New York psychologist. 
Aphrodite Clamar, who hypnotized 
the subjects and led them back 
through their experiences. 

A pattern emerged, Hopkins said: 
Many subjects told of being confront­
ed by small human-like creatures 
with bulbous heads, large liquid eyes 
and frail, emaciated bodies. 

They told of being taken inside 
UFOs, into large lighted rooms, of 
being placed on tables and exam­
ined, as in a doctor's office, and then 
of being released. 

Hopkins said his subjects some­
times told of having a sense of tele· 
pathic communication with their 
captors and a sense of paralysis. 
Some, Hopkins said, came away with 
smail bloodless wounds - an inci­
sion on the back of a cal f or a plug of 
missing flesh on a shin - that 
healed into scars. 

"Nobody has any idea what really 
is going on here," Hopkins said. "We 
have no answer to any of the big 
questions. We just know it's going 
on, and it ain't the Russians." 

Nine of Hopkins' subjects were giv­
en psychological evaluations by EJiz. 
abeth T. Slater, another New York 
psychologist , in 1983. 

Slater concluded in a written re­
port that the purported UFO experi­
ences of the nine could not be 
attributed to mental disorders. 

"One can conclude that the test 
findings are not inconsistent with 
the possibility that the reported UFO 
abductions have, in fact, occurred," 
Slater wrote. " ... There is no appar­
ent psychological explanation for 
their reports." 

Hopkins declined to release the 
names of his subjects. "These people 
do not want any publicity," he said. 
"They don 't know what the hell has 
happened to them. Every one of 
them is afraid it's going to happen 
again." 

Hopkins played a 1983 tape record­
ing for The Inquirer of a Nebraska 
woman recalling, under hypnosis, an 
experience she had in 1959, while 
driving home from a date late at 
night with her boyfriend. 

Hopkins said the woman had a con­
scious recollection of seeing a blind­
ing light, a human-like creature 
descending in front of th.e car and 
nothing more - a blank memory. 
There were two hours of missing 
time from that night, Hopkins said, 
that had troubled the woman for 24 
years. 

As the tape played, the woman's 
voice rose in distress: 

"Do you see that light? Oh my God, 
did you see that light? My God, I've 

never seen nothing !Ike that . What il 
It? Oh God, what Is It? ... 

"Oh my God, do you su that? We're 
going to hit him. What is it? What Is 
it? We're going to hit him. My God, 
we're going to hit him . . . . Some kind, 
some kind of bdng. Oh my God. Oh 
God. There's no feet . There's no feet 
to him . ... It's just hanging in the air. 
He has some kind of metallic gray 
suit on. His hands hang to his sides. 
He has some kind of hooded top on 
his head. And, oh my God, his eyes, 
oh my God, oh my God, his eyes ... " 

As the woman's account moved 
into the realm of forgotten time, her 
voice became more tearful and 
terrified: 

"I feel numb. Paralyzed. I can't, 
can't, can't move. I can't talk .... Oh 
my God, they're in front of the car. Oh 
my God, there are three in front of 
the car . ... The same beings, same 
beings, the eyes, dark, oh God, the 
dark eyes, and they're just looking at 
us. Jesus, just looking at us. They say 
to me, 'Get out of the car. Get out of 
the car.' I open the door, and I just 
stand there like a zombie .... And one 
comes around the door and takes, 
takes ahold of my arm. And there's 
lights all over. Lights all over. I can 
feel myself going someplace . . .. On 
the road, going north . ... I'm numb. I 
can't fight him. I can't, I can't get 
away, can't get away. We're going 
north, up the hill. Oh God, oh God ... " 

"What do you see now ?" Hopkins 
asks on the tape . "What is 
happening?" 

"Some kind of vehicle. Oh my God, 
it 's round. Bright. Very bright light 
. .. And he's trying to get me to walk 
up some steps. Oh my God. There's 
about 10 steps. The door slides, like 
into the wall, and we go inside. A 
large room ... And there are three 
beings, and they don't do anything. 
They just feel around on me ... . I'm 
by the door. They just look at me. 
Piercing eyes. And next thing, I'm 
outside again. I'm back in the car. 

Asked about such cases, Allen 
Hynek replied: "The only thing I can 
say is that to the people I've tal ked to 
-and I've talked to quite a few now 
-it is absolutely real. ... You cannot 
fob off the I accounts! as coming from 
a bunch of dodoes and crackpots." 

The accounts are widely ridiculed 
by UFO skeptics. 

"People see all sorts of things. They 
see pink elephants. They see fairies," 
said Paul Kurtz, professor of philoso­
phy at the State University of New 
York in Buffalo. 

Kurtz, chairman of the Committee 
for the Scientific Investigation of 
Claims of the Paranormal , said ab­
duction stories are "a product of the 
creative imagination or science fic­
tion . . .. It seems to be a psychologi· 
cal, sociological phenomenon." 

"All these are tales," said Philip 
Klass. "Do you believe in Santa 
Claus'" 

Astronomer Louis Winkler of the 
Pennsylvania State University, who 
contends that UFOs are bits of debris 
entering earth's atmosphere from 
comet trails, regards people who tell 
of UFO abductions as lunatics. In 
keeping with his theory about com­
ets, he said, "I call them cometics." 

A researcher who takes abduction 
stories more seriously but has devel­
oped a completely earthly explana­
tion for them is Alvin H. Lawson, a 
professor of English at California 
State University at Long Beach. 

Lawson contends that the people 
who relate UFO abductions under 
hypnosis in reality are recalling ex­
periences from birth. 

The descriptions of bright lights, 
of emergence from darkness into a 
lighted room, of strange beings and 
of loss of control are all birth images, 
Lawson said. "There isn't a single 
case that I've read of that isn't just 
oozing with birth imagery." His the­
ory, he added, has not been widely 
embraced. 

• 
David M. Jacobs, a professor of 

history at Temple University, has 
studied UFOs for 19 years. 

"This is not just a nonsense sub­
ject," said Jacobs, who has written a 
carefully documented book, The UFO 
Controversy in America, and who 
teaches a course at Temple called 
UFOs in American Society. 

"We are dealing with huge num­
bers of sightings," Jacobs said. "The 
sightings do not appear to be related 
to societal events, societal stress, 
mass hysteria. Many people think it's 
a hysterical contagion. Not true. 

Also, publicity about UFOs doe~ not 
1enerate UFO slghtings." 

As a rule, said Jacobs, people who 
report UFOs are not cultists, kooks or 
hoaxers. "What we are talking about 
here is your normal, average, every­
day citizen. What people see around 
the world are objects that fit within 
fairly narrow parameters. They see 
geometric objects in the sky." 

Walter H. Andrus Jr., international 
director of MUFON, said his organi­
zation continues to catalogue about 
JSO UFO sightings each year for 
which no explanation has been 
found. 

Stan Gordon, director of the Penn­
sylvania Association for the Study of 
the Unexplained, which operates a 
UFO hotline In Greensburg, Pa. (412· 
838-7768), said that about 20 unex­
plained UFO sightings occurred in 
Pennsylvania last year. The Center 
for UFO Studies has raw data on 
80,000 sightlngs from around the 
world. 

Hynek recently conducted a com­
puter analysis or 400 cases and identi· 
fied a series of characteristics which, 
he contends, defy natural explana­
tion. In 68 cases, Hynek said, UFOs 
were reported to hover silently; in 23 
cases, they were reported to silently 
accelerate with tremendous speed. 

"In our physical world," Hynek 
said, "we don't have objects that can 
do those things." 

The most sensational recent UFO 
sightings occurred in suburban 
counties north of New York City in 
1983 and 1984, when large numbers 
of people saw huge boomerang­
shaped objects with panels of bright 
lights gliding at low altitudes 
through the night sky. 

The Federal Aviation Administra­
tion and local police· contended that 
several pilots were flying small 
planes in close formation to create a 
UFO hoax. 

Philip J . Imbrogno, who investigat­
ed the sightings for the Center for 
UFO Studies, found that some pilots 
did attempt to perpetrate a hoax, but 
only after reports of the "boomer­
ang" had created excitement in sev­
eral communities. 

Witnesses who saw the boomerang, 
Imbrogno said in a report, were cer­
tain that what they saw was not a 
formation of planes. They described 
the object as traveling slowly and 
silently low in the sky, hovering and 
having a grey metallic shape. 

Another spectacular series of UFO 
sightings occurred in 1980 near 
Bentwaters Air Force Base, a U.S. 
facility in England. 

A Jan. 13, 1981, report wriu~ by 
Lt. Col. Charles I. Halt, depu\)' com­
mander of the base, said a "strange 
glowing object" was seen by Air 
Force security police in Rend.Je;c;ham 
forest near the base in the early 
morning of Dec. 27, 1980. 

"The object was desc ribed as being 
metallic in appearance and tr•angu­
lar in shape, " the repo rt said " .. . It 
illuminated the en tir<: forest with a 
white light. The object itself had a 
pulsating red light on top with a 
bank of blue lights underneath . The 
object was hovering or on legs. As 
the patrolmen approached the ob­
ject, it maneuvered through the 
trees and disappeared ." 

The craft , according to the report, 
left three depressions in the ground 
in a triangular formation . 

The following night, the report 
said, an extended series of additional 
sightings occurred in the forest and 
in the sky. 

The Rendlesham forest sfghtings 
were detailed by UFO researchers 
Lawrence Fawcett and Barry J . 
Greenwood in a 1984 boo\<

1 
Clear 

Intent . 
The sightings also were the subject 

of a recent series by Cable News 
Network that included an interview 
with an airman who said he and 
several other Air Force personnel 
saw three humanoids near a UFO as 
it hovered in the forest on the sec­
ond night. 

The sigh tings at Rcndlesham for­
est have generated great excitement 
among UFO researchers. "It 's an ex­
cellent, excellent case, " said Fawcett. 
"It 's one of the best cases in 30 
years. " 

To date, the Air Force has declined 
comment on the sightings. 

Klass calls the sightings "a -typical 
UFO story in that there's lots of 
nonsense." 

Hynek thinks they are yet another 
indication that something big 1s on 
the horizon. 

"We are wandering close to the 
edge of 20th century science," said 7 
Hynek. "I think UFOs are introduc-
ing us to an aspect of reality thlt 
science hasn't touched yet." 
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Glenwood man is perplexed by UFO sighting 
By RICK K.\RLIN 
Po.t a&.fl writer 

Lloyd Rauchfusa has hunted deer 
and elk in the remote sagebrush 
hills north of Dotaero for 30 years. 
But he has never seen anything 
quite like the bright sky-borne 
object he and his family saw on 
three separate occasions Saturday 
night. 

He is convinced he saw a UFO. 
"It was for real, as far as I was 

concerned. What it was I don ' t 
know l'vt> always believed 
there was something strange up 
there lin space l," the Littleton 
man said . 
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' 'It wasn't an aircraft as we know it, it was 
not a chopper, and it was not an airplane. I 

the sky above the hilllope . 
"We went outalde and there It 

was , it was wild, I'd never seen 
anything like it before," Rauchfuss 
said . 

hadn't been drinking either. ' ' He said the object was saucer­
shaped and gave off an intense 
white light. A number of smaller 
red , green and blue lights 
surrounded it 

" It was hovering it was 
Also viewing the object was 

Rauchfuss' wife, Helen, his 
mother, Edna, and son, David . 

David, 24, who lives in Glenwood 
Springs, told the Post of the 
sighting earlier this week . 

was watching television with his 
father in the living room or his 
grandmother 's cabin homt>, near 
the Red Dirt Bridge on the 
Colorado River Road, about 15 
miles north or Dotsero. 

about 2,000 yards from where we 
Wt're and aooul 2,000 to 3,000 feel 
high," he said . 

Thai loc·alion would have placed 
lht' object above the Rt'd Dirt 
Canyon, near the eastern boundary 
of thl' Flat Tops Wilderness area . At about 7 :30 Saturday night , he Suddenly, Edna spottt'd a light in 

BEACON, Cannon Falls, MN - Feb. 21, 1985 

A close encounter 

UFO IN VASA 
liFO'~ · · to most of us the term conjures 

up vision~ of fl yi n!( 'auc~rs. long -necked 
crt'aturcs !(ohhling Reese ' s Pieces and 
liJar<b in human ~uit~ dearing the 
neighb orhood of rodents. 

Jlowevrr. to Lori Treptow, a resident of 
Va"1 tnwn~hif . the image became a lt>t 
more pn~ona last Wl'l'k when she sighted 
a ll FO in a field west of her hou~e . 1 he 
c nnlll nt e r on·urrl'd about II p .m . on 
Tuesdav. Fl'h . 12. 

I ori was first alerted to the prl.''ience of 
<;ol!wlhin,l( out of thl' ordinary by the family 
dog'i. all of them being ~real barkers. She 
~a HI the dog'i were '' gmng na1v_' · so she 
~t (' ppl'<l out the back door. whl<'h faces 
we~t. to ~ef" what was upset1 ing them. 

· I looked out the window and saw lights 
in the fi<'hl I then 'ilepped out (not far out) 
to l(cf ;1 hett!'r look . 

··1 h!'r!' were two nhjects ju'it hovering 
ahm<· the ,~(round . All I cou ld see were 
h)!hh hr il(ht lil(hh . ahnul the sin of four 
or II\T \ard lll(ht' rn a du~tt-r. They were 
r.-ol . bl•ll ' and "hi tc. fla,hing on and off 
and cat·h , hanging color . The two light 
< lu~ter' h"vl'red around each other, 
~<>rnl'liml'~ 1-("inl( up and down, getting 
, lo~er tol(!'thl.'r and then separating . 
alm•"t a~· if they were communicating. 
then ,ud<lenly one just disappeared , like 
thc li!(ht' 1ust.wcnt off or the~ merged with 
the oth er cluster of lights .' 

The light group that was left then started 
tnward Lori, whll was still standing on the 

hac.~ ~~t,~itelv felt like it knew I was 
wa t('hinR ." 'ihe ~aid 

At that time Lori felt the wi~e thing to do 
wa~ retreat to thl' house and call a 
neighbor for help . All thi'i took about two 
minutes , althoul(h rt "'emed hk l' much 
longer at the time. she \aid . Hy the time 
she was off the phone th<· object wa' I( One . 
When the nei!(hhnr arrived they look('<\ 
around the yard for evidt' nn: of the vi"t· 
but nothing re mained hut a v< ·ry v1v1d 
memory. . 

After hearing the story, another nc1gh · 
hor of the Treptow~ told Lori that her 
hushand and a visiting vf'tl'rinarian from 
Red Wing had spotted the same type of 
light configuration in a field near the1r 
hom e two or three year~ ago . I hev never 
told anyone of the incidl'nt , a'i~umin!( 
peopll' wlluld not helit·vc· 1t. Could the J,i."~ 
around Vasa ~erve a~ a rell<ft'""''~ po1nt 
fnr vi<;iti ng space 'hip~ '' 

When a'iked ahout her i<Tiing' on 
UfO's, Lori <;aid that 'he had alway' 
believed they "err a P""ihilif\·. not rcallv 
convi nced of the ir c xi~triHT . hut wi llinl( to 
have an open mind on the suhjcl't . Nnw 'ihc 
is sure that she saw 'iomething out there 111 
that field that cannot he explained . 

" I don ' t believe we ' re the only life form 
in the whole uni vl'r'i(' . rhe rc mu\t be 
something else nut there ." ~he 'iaid . 

Lori's husband and ~or1 harl seen an 
object in the 'iky once that 111oved mu ch too 
fast to be a plane or helicopter . hut this was 
a mut·h closer encounter. 

Lori says she finds her'icl f looking out 
the window often, hut she says. "I hope I 
don 't 'iCC it al(ain I" 

PRESS COURIER, Oxnard, CA - March 2, 1985 

UFOs Seminar Topic 

At Religious Science 
Virgil Armstrong. a retired Army 

officer who served eight years with 
the country's top Intelligence a~ency 
and 10 years with the Green Berets, 
will discuss his experiences as a par­
ticlpan£ In the United States' first 
known capture or a UFO during to-

~~k·:11~~i:~~~=~:~e Oxnard Church 
" ETFs and UFO's : Their Presence 

and Purpose" will be held from 1 until 
5 p.m . at the church, D and Second 
streets in Oxnard Tickets at the door 
are $25 . 

Armstrong was an Army in· 
telllgence officer when he took part In 
"Project Grudge" at White Sands 
Proving Grounds , New Mexico, in 
1948. Shortly after the Incident (the 
capture), Armstrong began his own 
research In an effort to study and fur· 
ther uncover evidence or the UFO 
phenomenon . He said he has 
developed telepathic abUitles to com­
municate with "higher lntelll~ences" 

and has travelt'd the country sharing 
his knowledge of th e "space 
brotherhood." 

Among the other topics to be 
discussed will be the question of mass 
UFO landings, the purpose of UFOs, 
space colonfes, the moon as a space 
craft, how space beings traver the 
vast universe and more . 

Refreshments will be servt'd . The 
public Is Invited to attend this event. 

David first thoueht the object 
was the planet Venus, which Ia 
easily visible in the March OJ, but 
he spotted the planet in addiUon to 
the mysterious object. 

He said the object then 1tarted 
moving around with bullet 
quickness. 

"It would hover then it would 
shoot up. 

" It wasn' t an aircraft aa we llnow 
it, it was not a chopper and It waa 
not an airplane . 

" I hadn't been drinking either." 
David then observed the object 

through the crosshaln o1 the It­
power scope on h1s varmint rifle 
for about 45 minutes , until the 
object disappeared behind a 
mountain . 

The disappearance was followed 
by a bright flashing light from 
behind the mountaintop, he said . 

David and his family then drove 
toward a relatives' ranch a few 
miles further south . 

As they drove down the remote 
road, they again spotted the object 
flying through the sky 

Seconds later. their car stallt'd . 
Tht>y were able to start the 

engine moments later . David noted 
the late model car had been 
trouble-free and had no tendency to 
star I. 

While at the relatives , the 
sighting was reported to the Eagle 
County Sheriff 's Office . Later , the 
Rauchfusses drove back up the 
road around II p .m . 

"! David J Rauchfuss' manner on 
the phone was that of a calm , non­
intoxicated and rational In ­
dividual ... the sheriff's incident 
report stated 

Upon returning to his grand· 
mother's house , they saw the ob­
ject again . David watched it race 
around the sky for another 45 
minutes before it disappeared . 

No other sigh lings were reportt'd 
that night , according to the ECSO. 

UFO iiWC!stigators said the 
sighting couJd have resulted from a 
number of phenomena. 

Walt Andrus , director of the 
Mutual UFO Network in Seguin , 
Texas , said ice particles and dust 
in the atmosphere couJd cause a 
star to flicker and emit different 
colors . 

Weather balloons or debris from 
rockets and satellites also could 
appear to be UFO's , he said . 

" It 's pretty difficult to say , 'yes 
it was . no it wasn't a UFO' ... 80to 
90 percent of reports , after 
thorough investigation, can be 
explaint'd, " he said . 

But he noted the rapid movement 
and prolonged sighting might be 
hard to explain . 

"It has all the aspects or a UFO," 
he said . 

The Mutual UFO Network is a 
non-profit group that investigates 
UFO sightings . 

David Rauchfuu 
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FOREIGN NEWS · 
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~Swede's UFO 
~ 

; claim can't 
~ 
0 

:be faulted ;;. 
u Preterla Ne .. Foretr- Senlee 
~ STOCKHOLM.- Swedllll aatbor1tie! 
co a re t.Minc eertously u u:traordin­
~ ary a~:eount by • family man wt\o 

cl aina a bolt ot " ETI'1 emerged 
\0 from a UFO an4 tried tD kidnap 
N him. 

landed,lriocki~ llis way home. 
"'lbere ..., ao .. ,. to pt 

round tiM UFO - it •• hup," be 
told pollee. Hit cw .&allect •d u 
he triecl vainly to ~lftart It, ""ETs" 
poured 011t of tbe uro ad came 
towarch the CliP. 

.'.. truck driV"er hu corroborated 
> part of bhe man's story. 
o A pollee report detailin1 the 
Z incrtd ible experie-nce of •U -yf'ar-old 
I Ante Jon!SOJl of T lngsryd, m Febru-

''OIIe of tiM ETe ~pened the 
door and pulled me 4Mil. I scr .. aaecl 
and mana~ to ,.t fr .. aDd tiM 
for my life. 

Deserted house cu uy, wu relea~d this week. 
o IJNMCIWeiJ eft« 1M ._..nt 

] ::,.~ .'!..~ ~~ =~; "I reaehed a cte.ertecl houae elf 
the road and h1d thet'e, but mon 
t·ame alter me." < after two daY!, desc:ribecl M "fit as 

..c:: a fiddle" with no meatal problems. 
~ Kr Jon.on said·: "I wu driv­E in& home to Tinpryd ebout 1 am 
en when I aw a ~Mter UFO before 

Tht> approach of a heary !limber 
lorry saved Ant e J~n~Uon '• life, 
he IJe h e vt>s. 

"The dr i\'er didn 't .top -
perhaps he d ldn 't. dare,'' said Mr 
.Jnns,on . "It WH probebly what 
~aveu my h ve . 

me - it wu a4toat 80 Ill ~ and 
CIS Mareetl 5 ID and 10 m bifh . It 

] ::~:, a~~-~ 10 JD otr dte road 

~ Ttte object diaappearecl and Mr 
Ql Jonaon drn. bome end fetched 
t: bls umen. 

" I ran back out «'n to th~ 
hi;;:hw ay and saw the ti mber truck 
slow down at the spot where I'd left 
my car. My leg~ couldn't carry me, 
fighting aga iOISt the ETa had taken 
all m~· .u-ength." Skidded 

But -then wu nothtq there 
when Mr JOftftOn JOt bat* to the 
spot. He waa a bout to tUI'ft round 
and 10 home when audcle-n ly it 
appeared 1111in. This time be 
braked hard and hi! car skidded on 
ice. and snow. 

Back in hi_. car Mr Jon~~M 
rollap~ed . When he came round, 
the ETs had gone, but two police­
men were ready with que~1on.s h e 
t·otlld n.ot e nswer. 

Poli ce records sh ow a man 
calling himself Bengt Jllhan,son 
hid called police emergency to 
repo~ a flying 11aucer. He u 
tl\ought tD have been ttle driver of 
t'ne timber truck. 

"I wu acared .stiff," h e sa1d . " I 
felt somettl in1 Jtra n ge come over 
me and I knew 1 just ~d to get 
out of that p lace." 

Swt'dish p, ychoanalysts can t ind 
no t>xplanatwn for Mr Jonsson 's 
slory other than that it is the truth. 

Slitherin& and slidinl on 1he 
icy road, Mr JonM~on 's car a lmost 
crashed into the monster t;FO u \t 

s:: 

e 
0 z 

Many sigl1tings 
of bright 
lights over 
the Far North 

...... 
M 

By sluff reporter 
BRIAN BOLTON 

~ BRIGHT lights rcport d tu 
.., ha ve bun seen in U!e slry 

ab<W<.: C;~irns and MoS>r~Un 
aruund 10 pm on Thursd~y 

~ also we ;~ ~ightcd in M<a.· 
r;;j r<'cba. lnnisf;~ i l ;~nd Oa ­
._. maga 
~ Most of !he C:1irth wi~ 
3 n.:s•s said they saw the 
..., light~ e~l al:<l UI 10 pm. while 

tho-;c in \brr-.:ba said 1hq• 
< ~aw then·: ;11 abou1 '1.-Li pn1. 

Th.: :I CC OUill> diffc:, bllt 
en only >lightl y, 

.._. Most wit:nudts s.a..iu the 
Ql lights wer<' ora nr,«, but 

r-1 ~ome belicv.:d the re were 
~ red and yellow lighl~ 

(.!) aruund lh~ perimeter of an 
obJCd. 

P... _ On.: noan ,i'rl·,cnl.:d "Til e 
H C ;mns P05t wit 11 .1 ~k cD:-h 
: oflh~: ubj,·t:t he si~ltlt: d li•: 
~ s.11J 1l "''h ov ,il "'11h a hl.1d 

int •.: rior ~nd a thin blue lin.: 
running along tl-...: out si uc 
ar>d anu1hcr through th ~ 
middk . :\rm.nd lh~: •.>ut,idc 
were a ~~rirs of altll rnating 
red and yellow iight. . 

The: man ~aid he believed 
the nbjc..:t "~shalf as big as 
the Cairns Showground , as 
he was stand ing :~t an 80 
degree angle from it . It was 
the same height from the 
ground as the Pal·ifir II;­
ternat ional llotd, he said. 

A Mar~:cba wom<~n said 
man)' people at the Marcc­
ba dnve-111 on Thursday 
ni!lht spoiled the bodv of 
lights and a 1\larecba 'man 
s:~id h~ a.nd his wife and two 
children s;.~.w it at 9.45 pm 
for about two second.s. 

Th-.: body lud some form 
of blue light a1 the bal'k, 
l1kc a .:ornct, and was tri­
angular in sh ape. he s.1id . It 
w;<s tr;wd!il1!.( in~ dir,·dion 
as t!1 ou ~h 11 "'·"going fn .m 
Cairn' to Mos-;m•n . 

Another m:lll l<.lld 1b: 
"Post" ye~tcrd..ty he saw 
the li!:hls t:ro-;s the: lkl­
knJ~n Ka r• nf e at altout 
9.-15 prn . ·r hey were •>ran!!e 
;,;:d th.: 11h0lc.- area 11as 
hu~;.:. bit&« !han a pl.1nc. 
:t nd no n o; ;e alcornpanicd 
it, hl' S~ ld 

lr 11 a s lriJil JU LLr in 
shape and h:td two hp,ht:; at 
l~~\~i~nl and on it,; t:umer, 

i\11 inl'altigahlr wilfl til..: 
L!nidcnt1fied Flying Ob­
kciS (UI'O) Rcscar.:h 1-'~r 
N<HII\ Quccn~l &rrd 1 • Mr 
R ll~~ dJ tlCUI~J . .aid he. 
was unsun of t11c light'' 
ori~\11\. 

He ~aid he hnd rtc,· ,vccl 
four calls, the nH>S I ddailcd 
of-..,hich wao; ftom a woman 
whn ~aio IIH:rc 1~erc 1hrce 
or lour lights in a row. or­
angc and pub:.1ting . 

The lights in the \:cnlrc 
puhatcd fr om <lrungc l<l 
green and the bodi hou~cd 
a white light at its b:.ck . 

!\lr Uoundy S<lid ~he lmd 
1Did him it was rc ;l ~nably 
do:; .: w the ground when 
she ~::1"' it. 

T1•.o 0f the people fto 
contacted him about the 
obj~ct s:1id they were cer­
t:Jin they ha:.l seen 11 at 10 
pm or 10.01 pm. 

Mr Boundy sai41 he did 
not think it wns a meteor. 

D.F. ADVERTISER, Kimberley, South Africa- Jan. 4• 1985 CRs C. Hind 

'Christmas' UFO's sighted in city 
UFO's have been sighted The object was first Kelly saw the object on 
over Kimberley. sighted at 4.3S pm and Christmas Day, however, 

total silence. It wu quite 
eerie ,' abe said. 

Three Kimberley resi- hovered in the sky for and not on December 22. 
dents said they saw an nearly half-an-hour Mn Hertoa said: 'I wu 
unidentified flying object before floating out of sitting in the lounse when 

After hovering In the 
night aky for about two 
minutes, -the aJowl'na 
object feU to the ground, 
dropplna behind a house 
and some trees. 

on December 22. For fear sight. I saw an orange sJow Ole-
of bein~ thought 'mad'. One of the residents kering through the win-
they were not prepared to described the object as dows. Thinking It wu a 
be . identified. The mys- ' totally weird and scary' . ' fire I went outside and saw 
tenous object was ORANGE this orange b1dl hangina in 
described as round , hrown Mrs Cathy Hertog has the air'. 

KNOWS 

and balloony. ' Rather like also sighted a t:FO. 'Although it was huge, 
a parachute ' , said one . She and her daughter there was no noise, just 

Mn Hertog's eleven­
year-old daughter 
believes she knows what 
the object was. 'II was the 
Star of Bethlehem,' she 
said. 

UFO riddl-e has 
experts baffl-ed 

A more scientific expla­
nation for the object 's 
existence was given by a 
spokesman for the Bloem­
fontein Observatory yes­
terday. The spokesman 
said there may be two pos­
sible reasons for the 
orange glow, 85 opposed 
to the usual white meteor­
ite shower. 

'Dust in the air is the 
most common reason ', he 
said, 'but another expla­
nation may be that the 
meteorite has started to 
cool'. 

e UFO experts Ken Phillips and Dr Ale xander Keul. 

AN unusual seminar into UFOs was 
held on Sunday, which focused not 
on the objects themselves but the 
people who see them. 

Expert Dr Alexander Keul came all 
the way from Salzburg University, Austria, 
to host the seminar at the home of Ken 
Ph illips in Falcon Avenue. Springfteld . 

euphoria! 
Despite a poor turnout, the par­

ticipants managed to concentrate the ir 
studies on the witnesses of UFOs, taking 
into account how they presented the in­
formation and their emotional state at the 
time. 

"We are not really looking out of the 
window at an object that has loog since 
gone. We arc looking back through the 
window at the witness,'' explained Ken . 

Those taking part were 
hoping to create, "a new 
body of UFO data ... that 
is likely to generate the 

MILTON KEYNES GAZETTE, Buckinghamshire, 
interest of professional­
isis," said Dr Keul. 

England - Feb. 22. 1985 CR: T. Good 
The semi n:1 r org;~niscrs 

pointed out that now be­
c:~use the n u m be r of 
psychologically investig;~ted 
UFO cases is so small , 
UFOs are considered "a 
purely technical business 
or non-existent". 

Dr Keul commented: "I 
think the challenge of the 
witness ;~s a phenomenon 
itself is worth our time and 
altcntion." 

9 
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:Russians 
~see light 
~on UFOs 
.-I 
00 
~ 
>il 

A SPECIAL commi~sion of th• 
So•·iet Academ\' of Science~ has 
official!~· acknowledged that the 
crew of an Aeroflot airliner on a 

~ domestic !light encountered 
.g "somethin~t that "·e call 
~ UFO's." Details of the incident 
S appeared in the trade-union 

newspaper Trud. It "·as the first 
00

.. detailed Soviet account ot· an 
til unidentified flying object based 
~ on air and ground observat.ion. 
E-1 Fli~tht 8852 from Tblisi tn 

Tallinn was 75 miles from 
::;; 1\ I ins!.; "hen, according to thr. 
S crew, the co-pilot noticed, at 
S 4.1flam, a hu~tt>. bri~tht ~·ellowish 
Cll o;tar. The object emitted a thin 

ray of light ,. hich suddenly 
"ide ned into a blinding cone, 
followed by t,.·o more cone~. 
Passengers were surprised tn 
see streets below them bathed in 
bright lights, but they became 
alarmed when the "searchliaht" 
settled on the plane itself. 

The light vanished, leuing a 
~treenish cloud that be~;an to 
descend at extraordinary speed 
and e•·cntuall~· took up position 
hehind the airliner. The pilot 
alerted ~tround control, "hich 
pinpointed the UFO n~· in~t 
hehind the plane at 30,000ft and 
30() miles an hour. 

The cloud changed shape into 
a plum, then a square and 
finally "solidified" as a giant. 
needle-nost>d, win~tlt>ss aircraft 
with a curious animal-like tail 
illuminat('d by a green and 
yt>llow liJ.!hl. 

This "cloud plane" follo"·ed 
the airliner over RiRa and 
Vilnius. Gruund control in both 
places picked up two aircraft 
"lwn ni~tht schedules showed 
onll· one airborne at the time, 
and tracl..ed them all the ,.·ay 
to Tallinn, where the intruder 
\\as a~tain picked up on rad;u. 

Rut a US space mi,<;ion 
cnntrull('r at Nas11 claims UFO 
si~:htinJ:<; 11re used b~· the 
Russians to co•·er up test! of 
strategic weapons that violatr 
the 1963 outer space treaty. 
.Jam('~ Ober~t uy~ rocl.et 
launch('~ and the fiery return In 
earth of dummv "·arhcad~ 
rannot he conrealed from the 
So,·ict puhlic, ~o thty are 
pre~rntrd a• my~teriou• in· 
trudt'n from nthtr "orld•. 

Gabriel Ronay 

~THE SUNDERLAND FAMILY CLAIMS TO HAV E BOTH 

FRIENDS IN SPACE AND PSYCHIC 
AT FIRST glance, there 

seems to be nothing out of 
the ordinary about the Sun­
derland family . Husband Fred 
and his wife Marion live quietly 
in a neat suburban house with 
their five children and a pet dog. 

But there are two crucial dif­
ferences. For the Sunderlands 
are apparently blessed with 
amazing phychic powers-and 
their children claim they have 
had recurring contacts with 
aliens from outer space. 

Brothers Darren, 16, and 
Barry, 14, two highly intelligent 
boys studying for A-levels and 
0-levels, are in no doubt that 
they have been privileged to 
share in close encounters of the 
third kind. 

Their sisters, Gaynor, 17, 
and Nerys, II, both say they 
have seen living forms that did 
not appear to be of this world. 

The family 's strange story 
began in the summer of 1976. 
when Gaynor, then nine. retur­
ned to her home in Flint, North 
Wales, after a cycle ride. 

She told her mother that in a 
field nearby she had seen "a 
huge cigar-shaped silver ­
coloured craft, immobile and 
eerie". 

I t had a line of windows and 
glinted as if made of metal. 

A man and a woman. Gaynor 
said. had emerged from the 
thing. Neither had looked quite 
human. 

The man was thin. angular 
and wore a skin-tight silvery 
suit. He also wore a helmet with 
a glass-like face -plate. He had 
fired a ray -gun at the ground. 
making several holes. 

MESSAGES 
green skin. no fingers and long, 
pointed ears" got out of the disc 
and went into one of the houses 
nearby . 

Both Darren and Barry claim 
that they have had other vivid 
experiences with aliens. 

Darren says aliens have 
visi ted him in his bedroom and 
took him on a trip to a tropical 
jungle. The experience was so 
real he could feel tall grass lick · 
ing around his legs . 

Barry says he still "sees his 
alien friends" . He once startled 

~ 

his mother by saying that the 
aliens had told him they would 
take him away one day. 

But his mum wasn"t to worry 
because the friendly beings had 
promised to bring him back 
again. 

Mrs. Sunderland admits that 
she was "stunned" when the 
children first told her about it. 

"At first I thought they were 
in collusion." she says. "But 
Fred and I always instilled in 
our children to tell us the truth. 

"Anyway, they are intelligent 

kids and they knew that even­
tually they would have to admit 
to any lying . Which is why I 
was convinced they were telling 
me what they honestly believed 
they had witnessed."" 

N either Mrs . Sunderland nor 
her husband claims to 

have seen aliens. But both think 
they may have witnessed a 
UFO in the sky in the distance. 

They saw a large pale-yellow 
light. which suddenly split into 
two yellow globes. The globes 
moved on in parallel course. 
then merged back into one 
before dipping down toward the 
ground and vanishing. 

Mrs . Sunderland thinks the 

children may have inherited the 
psychic side of their natures 
from her. 

She explained : '"I had my 
first psychic experience when I 
was nine. when my 
grandmother died . 

··often I'd see her ghost in 
my room and she"d tell me not 
to worrv about her as she was 
all right ." 

··I wasn"t frightened. I sup­
pose I thought then that all 
people saw ghosts. 

··Like many psychics. I can 
see the human ·aura"-the 
lights and layers of colour that 
surround a person. But the 
children sav thev see the aura 
more vividlv than I do."' 

The familv"s extraordinarv 
claims becam"e the subject of a 
book-Alien Concacc by Jenny 
Randles and Paul Whetnall. 
published in I 981 . 

The resulting press publicity 
put Mrs. Sunderland in touch 
with other local parents who ad ­
mitted that their children had 
also seen CFOs. 

I t also attracted a host of 
t.:FO investigators-some 

of them crackpots. 
Mrs. Sunderland recalled : 

··some of these so-called in ­
,·estigators never met any of the 
family. They"d phone or send us 
detailed questionnaires to fill in . 
Some just turned up on the 
doorstep. demanding interviews. 

·· some would dismiss 
everything we said out of hand. 
We were accused of being bad 
parents. or of ha\·ing flipped our 
lids. 

··some asked the most per­
sonal questions--even to asking 
1f Gaynor had been fed properly 

By TONY WILMOT 
as a baby. What you need is a 
sympathetic hearing and helpful 
advice from these people. 

"'But the majority seem to be 
looking for a vicarious thrill of 
some kind. 

"Mv kids have often said to 
me : ;These people are ab­
solutely dotty . Mum. yet they 
think we"re the dotty ones"."' 

So what should parents do if 
their children say they have 
seen a CFO or talked to alien 
beings~ 

M rs . Sunderland"s advice is 
to listen carefully. not to 

interrogate and not to laugh the ::E:: 
whole thing off. ~ 

··Discuss the encounter with ~ 
the child over a period of time:· t>:J 
she said. ··Remember. for a e3 
child this is a traumatic ex- • 
perience. 

··If you"re convinced it"s b 
genuine. get in touch with the ::S 
British UFO Research Associa· g­
tion who. rm sure. will assign a ::s 
responsible investigator to your • 
case."" 1:>:1 

Though ~rs. Sunderland ~ 
claims psychic powers. it is ....,. 
Gaynor. she says. who is the ~ 
most gifted psychic of the whole Clo 
family . 

1 ··Gavnor·s abilities are amaz­
ing."· stie sa1d . ··Often she seems ;­
to know exactly what people are ::s 
thinking."" • 

~rs . Sunderland stressed N 

that neither she. nor any mem- J, 
ber of the familv has made anv 
financial gain from their stor):. .,... 
"'or had they sought or wanted -o 
payment. ~ 

Husband Fred. a chef. said : 
··1 wish I kne"' what it all 

0 means. but I don"t. Something is :;u 
happening. though."" 

The man had seen her hiding 
in a hedge. The power of his 
gaze made her dizzy and turned 
her skin cold . 

She felt that ·•an alien 
presence had entered her mind 
and was reading her thoughts··. 'VOICES' LED TO BURIED TREASURE ? 

Cll 
'0 
It 
Ct 
Clo Minutes later. the weird 

cigar-shaped object had flown 
off. 

Within that same week. 
Darren and Barry told their 
mother that thev had seen 
strange-looking flying objects 
and alien beings in fields . 

Darren"s UFO had been 
wingless. about 25ft. high and 
had rested on four tubular legs. 
Around it were five or six 
human-like men, about 4ft. 
lOin . tall, wearing silvery tops 
and green trousers. 

T he men. he said. had pink 
faces. large round eyes 

and only three fingers and a 
thumb each. 

Nerys, at II the youngest 
member of the family, claims 
that she saw an orange disc that 
landed on the road near her 
home. 

Some "tiny creatures with 

·~ 
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__...-:~ ..­...... 

• 

~ 

Martin and Graham with the 
stone, the bo:a: and their book 

M <\RION Sunderland and her 
daughter Ga~nor cla1m that 

their psychic power played vital 
roles m the recoverv e1f a hiStoric 
rov al stone .,. h1ch ·,t ,, s.ud ~ an 
ward otT the po ... ers of evil. 

The green gem stone. wh1ch had 
ras>ed :h r0ugh the hands of an 
Eg~ puan Pharaoh and later the 
I ~th century Knights Templar. 
e\entually came into the posscss1on 
of Mary Queen of Scots. 

It is believed that she bequeathed 
the stone to the Wyntour family 
shortly before her execution. And 
soon after this. it vanished. 

For Robert Wvntour--cxecuted 
for h1s role in the Gunpowder Plot 
of 1605-is said to have hidden the 
stone before h1s own death . 

But for psychic messages from 
""beyond"" . the stone might have 
remained lost to this day . 

Only five years ago. authors 
Graham Phillips and Manin Kcat­
man say. they were told by psy ­
chics that they must embark on a 
search for the long-lost jewel. 

In their book The Gree" Sto"e 

1 Granada . £2 .501. Phillips and 
Keatman sa' the\ were directed on 
thm quest · at the outset by a 
mvstenous ' 01ce ca lling 1tself 
·· Joanna··. 

Phillips fell 1nto a trance and 
··Joanna" pro\ldcd a starting pomt 
1n the hunt-Har,·mgton Hall. near 
K 1ddermmster. where H umphre~ 
Pak•ngton . a contemporary of 
w, ntours. had lived. 

·Accordmg to the psychics. it was 
Pak1ngton- not Wyntour- who 
had h1dden the stone after the Gun­
powder Plot failed . 

In Hanington Hall. the 
searchers d1sco'"ered painungs con­
tammg a secret coded message 
wh1ch led to a secluded area m 
Worcestershire. But where to look 
next ~ 

H undreds of square miles were 
mvolved . It seemed an Jm · 

poss•ble task . 
At this stage. Manon Sun ­

derland came mto the drama. She 
had met the authors at a UFO 
press conference m the late Seven-

t1es . and she told them nov. of an 
amazmg expenence she had at 
home m "'orth Wales. 

Wh1le watchmg T\". she had sud ­
denl\ had a VISIOn of ··a sv.·ord I\" · 
mg on a stone slab at the bottom of 
some water·. She v.as also av.are of 
the smell of rottmg vcgetauon. 

-\nother psychic message led the 
authors to Knights Pool. ncar Wor · 
.:ester. Scarchmg the pool. the~ 
.,.ere aware of ··an o•·crpov.·enng 
stench of decav·· ncar a stone 
bndge. · 

In a recess. under part of the 
masonn . thn unco•·ered a shon 
sword bearing the coat of arms of 
\oiaf\ Queen of Scots. 

Some t1me later. Mrs. Sun ­
derland"s daughter . Gaynor. 
recei'"ed an ··,mpression ·· that if she 
held the sword she would be able to 
locate the stone. 

Standing on the bridge. and us ­
mg the sword like a divinang rod. 
Ga\"nor directed the searchers to a 
bend on the R"·er A •·on called The 
Swan"s Neck . 

The next da~ they uncanhcd a 

brass casket from a grassy mound 
on the ri,·er bank. ;ust as Gaynor 
had described. 

Inside was the stone. 
Mrs. Sunderland IS convinced 

the group might ne•·er have found 
the stone but for her and Gavnor"s 
ps~ ch1c messages. · 

Ga~nor. 1~ . reoesves -psychic 
tmpressiOI'Is- like seeing a 

··message·· on TV. 
··1 don"t kno,.· the source of the 

messqes:· she says. ··Sometimes 
1t's a voice in mv mind."" 

She adds : ·· i believe the stone· s 
power can be used for good or e•il. 
depending on in whose hands 11 is. 
Its power acts as a defence ~&ainst 
evil forces:· 

Today the sword is 1ft the hands 
of the Earl of Coventry on whose 
land 1t was found. The casket 
which. the authon sav. has '­
dated at between 400 and SOO 
vcan old. is with the authors. 
· And the green stone--a cloudy­
green and only fin . by tiJ!.-is k• 
in Mn. Sunderland"s bank. 



00 
.-4 

..c 
0 
).j 

'I have gone away to walk aboard an alien space ship .... 
Dreams assured a ... voyage to explore the vast universe. 

Love, Granger' 

::! 

~ Is vanished son adrift in space? 
cu 
Q 
cu 
u By Derek Sldenlua 

Time~onlst staff 
u The silver spaceship sits on metal 
~ pillars under the trees at Jim and 

Grace Taylor's farm near Duncan. 
cu Its aluminum-plate ramp door Is 

..-~ ajar and broken - the Taylors sus­
~ pect Crom children playing - but 
~ inside, the large old sofa, pot-bellied 
..-~ stove, and plywood sleeping ledge are 
:> much the way thelr son, Granger,left 

them. 
t; All around the verdant property 
~ that sweeps down to the marshes of 
o Somenos Lake, there are collections 
8 of old equipment- steam pots from 
y donkey engines, old tractors, an an­
CJJ cient bulldozer, railroad artifacts of a 
~ bygone era - that their son culled 
~ lovingly from Cowlchan Valley 

bushes. 
They are much the way Granger 

left them, too. 
The Taylors have tried to keep 

everything the same. 
His bed in his bedroom next to the 

kitchen Is untouched. The plaques he 
saved from engines he'd repaired -
triumphs and trophies of his mechan­
ical aptitude - hang on a cupboard 
door. 

His books are there, too, paper­
backs, mostly, with titles like Black 
Holes, The Secret Forces of the Pyra­
mid, Flying Saucers Here and Now, 
and From Outer Space, stored now In 
a cardboard box. 

The Taylors desperately want to be­
lieve their son will come back. 

But after 51 months, It is tough to 
keep up hope . 

Granger has simply vanished. 
Almost as if he was plucked off 
the face of the world. 
If you can take Granger's word for 

it, that is what happened. 
Before leaving, he tacked a note to 

his father's bedroom door. His father 
found It when he came home from 
work the afternoon of Nov. 29, 1980. 

"Dear Mother and Father," It said. 
"I have gone away to walk aboard 

an alien spaceship, as reoccurring 
dreams assured a 42-month inter­
steluar voyage to explore the vast 
universe, then return. 

"I am leaving behind all my posses­
sions to you as I will no longer require 
the use of any. Please use the instruc­
tions In my will as a guide to help 

Love, 
Granger" 

On the other side of the note was a 
contour map of Mount Waterloo, west 
of Duncan near Skutz Falls. 

If the map has any hidden meaning, 
no one knows what it is. 

The 42 months were up last May 29. 
The Taylors left the back door un­
locked that night just in case he 
showed up. But he never did. 

RCMP in Duncan have tried to find 
Granger, who would have turned 36 
lastOct. 7, but despite what Cpl. Mike 
Demchuk described as "exhaustive 
checks" nothing has turned up- not 
a single clue to his whereabouts. 

Granger presumably left in his 1972 
light blue Datsun, one of several older 
model pickup trucks he owned. 

The vehicle is still missing and to 
Demchuk that is the most baffling 
element of a most baffling case. 

"One would expect the car at least 
to be found," he says. "You just don't 
get rid of something that large with­
out someone knowing about it." 

The vehicle's licence expired In 1981 
so police are reasonably certain it is 
no longer on the road. 

The Taylors, realizing how crucial 
the recovery of the vehicle is to solv­
ing the riddle of their son, periodically 
take out newspaper ads offering a 
$100 reward for anyone finding it. 

There has been no response. 
With so little to go on, the investiga­

tion has centred on standard checks 
- passport office, Revenue Canada, 

• GRANGER BUll T this spaceship from two satellite dishes and even slept In it on occasion. 

Unemployment Insurance. Granger's 
name has been put on the national 
police computer system . And the 
motor vehicle branch in Victoria has 
been alerted in case Granger's driv­
er's licence, which expires this Octo­
ber, is renewed. 

The last anyone recalled seeing 
Granger was early Saturday evening, 
Nov. 29, 1980, when he stopped in at 
Bob's Grill in Duncan for supper. He 
was a regular at the roadside diner. 
Lind ;~ Baron wa s working in the 

kitchen . She sa w him enter and take a 
table by him self. She couldn't recall 
any conversation, but Granger was 
the quiet type anyway. 

She remembered he wore a brown 
knitted sweater zippea up front, a 
black T-shirt (he was never without), 
jeans and logger boots. He didn't have 
his winter coat. Strangely, Taylor 
discovered the coat a couple of days 
later inside the sturdy doghouse that 
Granger built for his huge Newfound­
land dog, Lndy. 

Granger left around 6:30p.m. 
That night a storm struck the cen­

tral part of the Island. Hurricane 
winds were reported in Port Alberni. 
Power was knocked out in several 
locations, including Duncan. 

Granger would have been hard to 
miss in any crowd. 

Built like a bull, he weighed 120 
kilos and was as fft as a wrestler. 
Indeed, he was a wrestling buff and 
even had his own ring on the farm. 
According to Taylor, the well-known 
Canadian wrestler Gene Kinisky once 
paid a visit. 

Granger's shyness, self-effacing 
manner and introspective nature 
earned him the sobriquet of Gentle 
Ben. But what really set him apart 
was his exceptional ability to fix any­
thing mechanical. 

"I guess you could call him an 
eccentric genius," long-time friend 
Bob Nielsen said. 

Even Granger's teenage accom­
plishments were impressive. 

At 14 he made himself a one-cylin­
der car. It's now in the Duncan Forest 
Museum directly across the lake from 
the Taylor farm. 

At 17 he overhauled a bulldozer that 
no one else had been able to repair. 

He restored an old steam locomo­
tive that he hauled from the bush. It's 
in the museum, too. 

He even built an airplane, a replica 
of a Kitty Hawk warplane that for a 
couple of years was mounted outside 
a store on the Island Highway just 

• BOOKS indicate intense interest in space and UFOs phenomena. 

south of Duncan. 
A Manitoba restorer of vintage air­

craft bought it in 1981 for $20,000. The 
Taylors put the money in Granger's 
bank account and there it waits, col­
lecting interest. The balance now 
totals around $30,000, including other 
savings he had on hand. 

A Grade 8 drop-out, Granger got his 
first job with a neighbor as a mechan­
ic's helper. After a year or so, he quit 
to go on his own. He never worked for 
anyone else. 

At one point he got his pilot's licence 
and bought a plane with a partner. 

In the late '70s Granger, a keen 
believer In UFOs, built a spaceship 
out of two large satellite receiving 
dishes which he welded together. 

His father said it took him six or 
seven months to complete the pro­
ject. 

He spent hours sitting in the con­
traption. He slept in it on occasion, 
too. 

Granger was obsessed with finding 
out how spaceships were powered. 

All of his friends knew of his inter­
est. It was one subject about which 
Granger was never reticient about 
talking. 

A month before he disappeared he 
told Nielsen he had had contact with 
some other being. 

"He said it happened when he was 
in bed," Nielsen recalled. "He lay 
there and got mental communications 
with somebody from another galaxy. 

"He couldn't see them. I said they 
can'tjust be mental, but he said it was 
like they were talking just to him and 
to his mind. He was asking questions 
about the means for powering their 
crafts. The only thing they'd tell him 
was it was magnetic." 

A few days later Granger men­
tioned he'd been invited to go on a trip 
through the solar system. He would 
know at the end of the month where 
and when he'd be picked up. 

Granger was thrilled, Nielsen said. 
A week before he left he took sev­

eral of his friends out on the town. It 
was sort of a going-away party. 

"Everyone thought the trip was just 
a dream," said Nielsen. 

They humored him. But nobody 
entirely discounted Granger's 
stories. "He was such an unusual sort 
of guy," Nielsen said. 

Granger didn't reveal details of the 
rendezvous to anybody. 

The night before he left he went into 
his father's bedroom and had a long 
talk with him about how grateful he 
was for all Taylor had done for him. 
Granger was a stepson but that dis­
tinction had never mattered in the 
past. His mother was in Hawaii , her 
first holiday in years. She's never 
completely forgiven herself for being 
away at this critical time. 

Granger left two wills with detailed 
instructions to his parents on what to 
do with his possessions. The word "de­
ceased" was scratched out and sub­
stituted with "departed." 

There are those who believe 
Granger went on his space trip. 

John MagorofDuncan is one. He's a 
UFO devotee who once edited his own 
quarterly magazine on the subject. 

In the past five years or so he's 
heard of at least 20 sightings on 
southern Vancouver Island, he said, 
tnany from the Mount Prevost area. 
(Mt. Waterloo is just a bit farther 
west.) 

(continued on page 12) 
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There have been rrport~ Ulll5 or 
aliens taking humans on rides in sau­
cers in other parts of 1tte \II)TW; why 
not here, then? he mused. 

Dr. Max Edwards, a &iftjuilt and 
former professor at 1ht Univer,Cty of 
Victoria, is anotherbehever. Ht.'s de­
voted years or scholarly raearch 1o 
the phenomellOft. 

The Island is not on t.ht favered 
route taken by uuc~sth&t,lrclethe 
globe, he said. Sightlngs herun rE-la­
tively rare but that doesn't meu they 
don't occur, nor does it mean that 
Granger wasn't telling the truth. 

The simple truth is no one knows the 
answer. 

"I can hardly believe Granger's off 
in a spaceship," his father said. 

"But if there Is a flying object out 
there, he's the one to find it." 

.. Village 
lolk 

. report 
1.1"\ 
co 
0\ ...... 

sighting 
of UFO 

l_.lJALA BEHAN(;, 
Fr·i A UFO ~ight · 

ing has been reported 
in !lulu Tcrengganu 

Several people in 
en the area said that 

they saw an unid~nti · 

fr e d flying object in 
the ~ky last Saturday . 

The villagcn;, c~pc ­

-M 
Ill 
:>.. en 
rl 
~ 

):: 
cially those living in 

,_. the upper reach e s of 
:::3 S1rngai Tclemong 
~ near the Kenyir dam, 
_, wcr·e awakened by an 

o-J unfamiliar sound in 
~ the pre-dawn hour·~ . 

';;l They rushed out of 
~ their houses and saw 

a r· o u n J l.J r i g h t I y -
til lighted object str·cak­
~ ing pas~ the heavens . 
~ A fat·mcr fr om 
E-< Kampung Ba~ong 
til saiJ the object left a 
E-< trail of rainbow eu­
H 

~ 
tf) 

loun; in it~ wake and 
shot acr·u~~ the ~l<y at 
a tr·cnrerHlous speed 
toward~ the walb of 

~ the dam in Sungai 
Z Gawi . 

"In a mattet· of ::;c-
conds. the object 
reached the other 
side of Bukit Simpul 
and suddenly lost 
speed," he said point­
ing towards the hill 
whrch acts a:; one of 
th e natural wall:; uf 
the dam . 

A n :lrg·rou::; teacher 
from a neighbour111g 
kalllpung :;aid that as 
soon as it t·cachcd the 
other side o f the hill. 
the flying object lost 
balance and di!:>ap­
pearcd with a loud 
sound, like that of a 
bomb exploding, 
causing a vibration. 

The vibration was 
over within a few 
minutes but the vil­
lagers stayed awake 
until sunrise. - Bet·­
n<.~ma 

• JIM AND GRACE Taylor walt and hope for son's return. • LETTER to parents adds to puzzle of what was on Granger's mind. 

DAILY MIRROR, London, England 
Feb. 1, 1985 CR: D. Speed 

Russians in 
UFO probe 

RUSSIAN air force bos­
ses are carryin1 out a 
secret top-level inquiry 
into UFO si(htin(s. 

At least 300 UFOs have 
been ttported by Soviet 
military and ci vlllan 
pilots, lt was revealed 
yesterday. 

The crew and passen­
rers reported seeinr a 
brlrht yellow llrht from 
which a thin, white ray 
shot to the rroWld. 

The ray olllcht turned 

~~~~!l~!'i:1~r,tt"~i~~ 
None of the si(htin(!l 

can be dismissed as 
hoaxes or renuine mis­
takes, accordinr to a 
Russian newspaper 
report quoted by the 
New York Times. 

and beran to take on the 
shape of a plane. 

The crew, all experi­
enc~ Olen, were con­
vinced they bad been 
buued by a UFO. 

Ground controllers 
claimed to have seen the 
plane beinc followed by 
unexplained bllpa on 
their radar screens. 

The latest Incident 
Involved an Aeronot air­
liner near !'tlinsk. 

Still spellbound by 
l.lhf thin)!~ that go 

hump in the night, l ' n­

idcntifil' d Fl~ ing Ohjcl'ls 
arc di~mi,~cd hJ the 

110)1hood UFO 
c~ nic<, 

Wr ran all cnio• film< 
like Clo-c Enrounl<:,. , and 
Star Wars, bul <ue~c-t 
~omc rcalit,· behind 1be 
fantas•. ~nd- \OU arc lil..~h 
to be iaughci all I he "a~ to 
the moon. 

But one luton man ha< 
been spellbound by the 
m\slerics of outer space for 
27 ~car,, 

Bill Dillon. of Holh bush 
Road , ''a~ a tcn-~e~r-old 
pupil at Ramridge Jun ior 
School "h<·n so mething 
happened thai chang~d the 
rest of his life. 

"We were in the p! a.• ­
grounu. recom ening aflrr a 
lunch break," said Bill, no"· 
31!. "Suddcnh, .,.c sa"· a 
glitter in the -.. est. AI first 
we thought it was a glider 

or a<' roplant·. II ~larlcd ofT 
\l'f\ ,mall, but a' il mo,rd 
clo~cr. "c 'a" lhat it was 
I l;c· <hapc of a c!J>'ic fl~ ing 
s.llll' Cr. 

"It ... as an ;~b<olul<· lv 
a'toni,hing C\ent. T h c 
whole thing l01stcd about 
three minutes and b\" the 
end of that time, CH~-r~onc 
in the pta~ ground "as 
warching." 

Bill "en 1 to the local lib­
ran· and did a considerable 
amount of research into 
UfO<. lie started reading 
'Pn·iali~t magazine< a' idly 
and C\ enlually made con­
Ide! "ith ..,c; era I of the 
counlr)'s leading uro ex­
pert s. 

"There arc three t~ pes of 
people reporting stran~c 
sighting.;," e:-.plained Bill. 
"People "ho arc mcnldll) 
deranged. people "ho arc 
doing it for ~orne sort of 

NEWS, Luton, England- Feb. 7, 1985 

CR: T. Good 

l..id ••. ond a 'm"ll rc,.iduc 
"ho .lr<: g<·nuinc. Som<:­
titnl'' th•· l"Oilihrc of "itnc,. 
<l'S and the ,.landard of 
lh<·ir lc,.timon\ i, ~o hit:h 
that "'' mallcr. how rcmar.k­
Oibl<·, it cannot be ignored. 

"I ca n u n de r s I a n d 
pcopk'~ c~ ni.:i~m. it is 
~omcthing "c arc stuck 
"'ith, and there is nothing 
.,.c can do alx!ut it." 

Bill h;" had no other 
~ighting 'incc 1937, but the 
memon· of that one is 
cnougl; lo keep hi-; intcrcst 
going ,trong. He is a foun­
der membt•r of Luton As­
lrono rnical Socidv and a 
mcmhcr of the B ~i li,.h ln­
tcrplancur~ · Society, among 
olhcr organi~atiuns. 

As an cxtcn,ion of hi~ 
hubby. he has produced 
'<!\era I art "orks on a 
~ .cacc lhl' lliC. Most of them 
ha' c been ~old. others ha' c 
been publis hed in , ·arious 
book s a n d magazines 
arountl the world. 

And with the enormous 
amount of space research 
now going on, docs he 
think an answer to his 
questions will be pro\"idcd 
in his lifetime? 

"It's pQssible," said Bill. 
.. But I think we arc going 
to ha'e to find an answer 
to a lol of the problems b~· 
appl~ing our brains as .,·..Jt 
as b)" Ira\ clling in space." 

HU \"Ill n ·uu·mht· r ""' lh111g lltld """"' 
1111 · IIIJ,;hl uf .luh ~:IJa,l _., . .,,. ·.· 

\• ·•·unling 111 lht· main lwatlllllt' 111 

Ur ~ulfurd'" 4 ' \t'lllll~ nt•\lt"Jit.tPt · r \oU tTl 

laruh ,J..,ultl Tho- Tt•lt·gr .. ph autl \rgu~ 

rqwrlt·d 1111 Monda\ an a\IIIUIItliu~ lht·llr .~ 

put f,.r· ~ard h) uno· \lr . Ct·rry itu·•hall . 
tit·~( riiH"d a' prt•,ldt· nl uf lilt' \"urk\hrn· 
l " HI~ut· it·l~ 

"0 M r liirthall '·"·'I ht·rt · "'" .1 """' '''""n 
~ .. r t .FO ~i~o:hlin~' ""·r \ ork,hi~t· '""' 

'-;;b nighl ;~nd t · ;~mt· up -.ilh lh• · lht·ury 11r .. 1 

~ "silt·ul" hdit·uptt-r' t·quipv• ·il v.rlh liJ;.Iob 
t.<.l '" ""~•·r ful thai lht·Y ~t· n· o·~pahlo· of ~ 

huiling l<o~rrn<o~<" <o~l '"'""' rango• ~• · rt · 
~ l"l)j(OI)(t'd 1111 plolliOJo: tho• t·uu nl .\ ·, pll\ 0111d ~ 
<ll pu~•·r '"'lion, . 
<ll ~r. lliuhall lllnh al ,om•· nl\\tt· rruu' 0 
o-J miltlarv inH>I\t-ntt· nt . hut lhl\ "''' m' 0 

'"""'\Ohiil un;~rnbilwu' on hi' part g_ 
~ ~un · h tht· Arm' ~uuld h~\f · had lht• 
0 ~;umptit;n lu hu) map' in,lt·;~d of •h·plo\ · 
p.. ing "~ilt-nl" ht'liruplt·r, ·! 
0 On flu- olht-r h;~nd Iiiii•· grt"t'll nwn 
;:=; ml~hl haH· ft·ll \Onii' \Ohal 'h' .JI lht· 
Z 1,ru~IH't'l 11f 'llppln~o: info Au,ttt· J,., hook 
~ '""''~ ;~ud un thh ~:round , tf nu ulho·r. 
t.<.l intrudt·r' from omtt•r ~p<o~l"t' "'''Ill I h•· 
w mort- liiH"IV c<o~ndidalt-, . 
~ "h.' might I hi' )" bt· lnlt·rt·\to-11 '' l't·rhat" 
~ lhl' ~llt-nl ht-liroplt·r~ ;~nd lh1·ir fl!riuu' 
til lights art- coal -flrt-d . 
~ If Ml, lhl'~ rna~· ft•l•ll h<o~l I h1•ir fl',.oUH'I'' 
o ut• l'ndanl(l'rt"d hy Mr . St·ar~o:ill"' 'trikt• . 
>< Thh mav bt• .. n t·nll'rlaininc: llu·un hul 

il i~ f;~r m;•ro· lik•·l~ lu h•· a "'\f'rt' •·a"· uf 
llnmhihitl'd t'ant'iful Ohwrvalwn' 

e Bill Dillon waits in anticipation for another close 
encounter. 
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Mystery of the Saddle Lake monster haunts residents 
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By CHRIS VAN KR1EKEN 
Journal Staff Writer 
SADDLE LAKE - Repeated 

sigbtings of a suspected lake monster 
have helped prompt the closing of Saddle 
Lake and captured the interest of the 
University of Alberta. 

The monster - rumored to have once 
lured a child to her death - has been 
seen for generations in this small lake on 
the Saddle Lake Indian Reserve, 175 k.m 
northeast of Edmonton. 

The creature has no name because it 
can't be clearly described. 

Some say it is a hairy serpentine 
monster ranging in length from one to 69 
metres. Some say it has a horse-like head 
and another claims it has a hom on its 
forehead. 

There are those who say the creature 
has never harmed anyone, but others 
recall a legend of a girl, about age three, 
who was somehow enticed into the water 
by the monster about 100 years ago. 

They claim her screams can still be 
heard at times. 

Three university specialists visited the 
lake July 31 and Aug. l. Although they 
found nothing. two of them may 
investigate further. 

The third expert - Wayne Roberts, 
curator of the university's zoology 
museum - believes the sightings were 
probably nothing more than animals 
such as moose and beavers. 

"That's too bad, because I like to think 
there are things out there we haven't 
seen." he said. 

Roberts also patrolled Saddle Lake 
with a depth sounder, but found it had 
no unusual features. It had an average 
depth of about 12 metres and was about 
18 metres at its deepest point, he said. 

But Brertton said local fishermen claim 
there arc: bottomless sections in the lake. 
1be lake is also linked to the North 
Saskatchewan River, which could explain 
how the creature got into the lake, he 
said . 

Even the band's burly police chief, 
James Steinhauer, has seen the creature. 
He was so frightened by what he saw that 
he still refuses to let his two children 
swim in the water. 

Willie Brertton scouts Saddle Lake for the monster 
. legend says if lured a youns girl to ber deatb 
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Saddle Lake band councillor Willie 
Brertton estimated the monster has been 
sighted about 100 times over the years. 
Ht has heard of about 10 sightings 
already this year. 

The band's council decided it wanted 
answers to the monster mystery after a 
band employee told the provincial Fish 
and Wildlife Division he had seen the 
creature in June. 

Steinhauer said it was abollt midnight 
1n Augus! 1983, that be and his partner 
saw the creature swimming back and 
forth, about 46 metres offshore. 

A light fog made it bard to determine 
the monster's features. But Steinhauer 
could see that it was similar to a snake, 
but mea~ured roughly one metre in 
width. He could not see its length 
because it was hidden by the water. 

there might be something to the 
sigbtings. 

this month. Purdy said he thought Butler 
wanted to talk to more of the residents. 

Saddle Lake Chief Henry Quinney is 
skeptical of the sighti.ngs. 

:'lii~~Q.;; ~::s ... '<~0'0<10' ~ 

"1 believe the people who were telling 
the stories had seen something that 
disturbed them," said Purdy. ''They 
couldn't all be mass-hallucinating. Who 
knows? Maybe they wer•. 

The residents have no doubt there's 
something in the lake. 

"It's been going on for yean, I reaDy 
don't know what to say," said Quinney 
"I have to see it to believe it" ~a;; 1 ~;a ~ ~~ ~as-~:&!:~ 1: 

In late July, the council closed the lake 
to motor boats, citing fear about the 
monster and concern that the boats were 
polluting the lake, the source of the 
band's water. 

Councillor Brertton, who was 

"We got scared," remembered 
Steinhauer. "We threw a couple of rocks 
at it and took off. 

"Before I used to think it (sightings) 
was just a bunch of lies. Now, I believe 
there is something in the lake." 

"Since I'm new in this area, I would 
like to go back there W. th someone like 
Jim Butler." 

Butler, a wildlife recreation professor, 
spent only a brief time at the lake July 31 
before being called away by a death in 
the family . He is now on a trip in the 
mountains and will not return until later 

Elmer Jackson, a 59-year-old farmer 
who lives near the lake, described the 
creature as having a single hom on its 
forehead with a body about one metre 
wide and 69 metres long. He got a view of 
it three years ago when it surfaced about 
three metres from his boat 

To appease the residents, tho 
provincial Fish and Wildlife Qivision 
plans to fly a helicopter over the lake in 
October when the water is clearer. 

"We are willing to do that to appease 
them somewhat," said Ray Makowccki. 
fish and wildlife director for northeastern 
Alberta. appointed to investigate the monster 

reports further, went to the provincial 
Fish and Wildlife Division, which 
contacted the University of Alberta. 

Robert Purdy, a U of A wildland 
recreation graduate student who had also 
gone on the Saddle Lake trip, believes 

"I felt scared," recalled Jackson. "I 
thought it was the end of my life. I JUSt 
froze there." But the creature swam 
away. 

"They obviously must be seeiq 
something," be added. "The question is, 
what is it?" 
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(continued from page 13 -
HERALD EXAMINER, Loa Angeles, 

CA - Jan. 31, 1985) 
nlcate. because we didn't discover 
bow to stick our toe into space 
until our llfetlmt>. A hundrt>d 
years ago, it was totally impossible 
to think of transmitting across the 
gn•at distances of spact>. Now we 
can do it with ease. 

0: I'm fast>inated by this 
central assumption that "they" 
are smarter than we arE". 

A: That's not evE"n an assump­
tion . If tbt>re is life out there. 
that 's almost a ~iven . 

Q: If they're so smart. why 
haven't tht'V l'OilliH'It•tlus? 

A: Tht .. rt' .lrt' hi' I'' ~·t.: 11 II HI 
thfllitlllJ and :.!00 h1ll111n star~ JU:.t 111 

nur tlwn ~.11.1\y. Wt• knm\ that tht• 
nllmlll'r of so l.•rllkl' :.tars 1:-. sev­
eral bi lli•111 fnr '"~'~ ' \\·,, han• t11 
5Ja,. IIHltthe bi~ a~sumpt1on •~ that 
1\ft' 1s not u niqtH' tc L~rlh . En•n ·· 
thme we know <~bout the uni\lerSe 
'ay:; It Is not. The id~~•unpl!nn h 
that the.re &Y'e o1h~r Earths tHit 
lht'rt' and lh•• llllnilll'rs art· ~~~ 
sta)!)!t'rlnl! . 

I pf'rsonallv lwllt'\ ,. 1 h.11 1 ht'rt' 
IS lift• tJUI lht•rt• 'tilllt'\\ lll'rt' . b II 
Within ou r dt•,tm\·. evt ·r . lo t·on · 
t:ll't lhl'm' Tht 'rf' ~rt• l\\tl "a'' to 
I'Cllltad tlll'm. llllt' is ltl ~t·iHI .1 

span·~hip frnm ht'rt ' ,,, tht•rt• 
.\notht'r i~ to c.ommllnwatt•. Tn 
st•nd a ~pact•:.hip IS ~onwthmg wP 
l'an clo If tht• c!IS1:111t't' IS 10 tlr :!0 
light yf'a r~ . B11t "ht•n ,·ou ~ta rt 
going much f11rther, )ou sta rt 
)!ctlln~ 1nto ont'· wav tnps. In 
order for them to v1sit us. you 
require them to be older than we 
are. I have no problt>m with that . 

But if you go from here to 
there. sta rt '3Cl'E"Ierating yourself 
close to the spt>E"d of light. and if 
the thE"'ry of relativity is correct. 
and you r biological dock runs 
slowE"r relative to your home base. 
you could go somewhere and 
come back in a much shortE"r time 
than the time that would have 
elapsed on Earth. But even then it 
is a one-way tnp. 

You t:ome back to an I::arth 
that is no longer the Earth you 
remember. It rntght be 1.000 years 
older than when ,·ou left . One has 
to question the. motivation of 
someone willing to make that ktnd 
uf trip . 

Q: Why are we l1stenmg. as 
opposed to sending·• 

A: Since we are the technolog· 
1cal infants. it behooves us to 
listPn for evidence of more ad · 
vanced civilizations communicat· 
mg. They could be directing a 
s1gnaJ directly at us. I don't want 
to relv on that. We make the 
assumption that someone is send· 
ing out signals. but they may not 
know we are here. Think of a 
lighthouse with beams going out 
in :~II dirPctions . 

Q: Let's say "they" are 
mtelligent enough to have come 
to the same conclusion. In effect. 
everyone's listening .. .. 

A: And no one is sending. I 
understand your point. But. if 
they have evolwd further with 
their technology. maybe they are 
sending. 

Q: Why do you do this? 
A: I have been interested in 

astronomv sinre I was 9. The 
reason I do it is that I think we as 
human beings need to gain per· 
~pective of who we are. where we 
came from and what our destiny 
might be. 

I think it's critical that ~orne 
fraction of our population tnes to 
help us learn collectively, so that 
we as a human race. will progress 
from one stage to the next with· 
out destroying ourselves, without 
going back to the caves. I'm in 1t 
not so much to advance our 
technological capabilities. al · 
though that is a good thing to do. 

:\ly real interest is that we as a 
race need to gain perspective of 
who we are. Science helps us do 
that because it gradually unlocks 
nature 's sec rets. And the possibil· 
ity of unlocking life somewhere 
else is a very bumbling thought, to 
say the least. 

Creature is Loch Ness-type, 
hair or fur on body, man says 
Stories By 
CHRIS VAN KR.IEK.EN 
Journal Staff Writer 

A man documenting repeated 
appearances of a creature in a re­

~ mote northern Alberta lake says 
~ residents and visitors are seeing a 
~ Loeb Ness-type monster. 
< The creature on Christina Lake, 
~ 145 krn south of Fort McMurray, 
£! is at least five metres long - if 
s:: not longer - and appears to have 
] either hair or fur on its body, said 
~ Randy Sampietro, whose father 

bas operated a fishing lodge on 
..4 the lake for 12 years. 
< "I think it's a Loeb Ness mon­
~ ster," said Sampietro, an oil patch 
o driller from Lac La Bicbe. "If il's 
.., a fish, it's got to be an awfully big 

fish. (And) a fish wouldn't break 
the surface and put its bead above 
the water. They do not dive and 
leave air bubbles and two-foot 
waves." 

Sampietro bas spent a year col­
lecting the names of 16 people 
who have seen the creature in the 
last five years. 

In July, be turned the nunea 
over 10 tbe Provincial Fish and 
Wildlife Department, which wanu 
to ~vc tbe lilt 10 Jim Butler, a 
Umversity of Alberta wildland 
recreation professor, when be re­
turns to work next week. 

Butler and two colleagues re­
cently travelled 10 Saddle Lake, 
175 krn northeast of Edmonton, to 
examine repeated reports of an­
other lake creature. 

Sampietro bas beard of sight­
ings dating back to the days when 
only natives wandered through 
the area, but his father, Ron, bas 
beard reports only in the last 13 
years. 

Ron also believes be may have 
been the last person to have 
sighted the creature, when it sur­
faced 23 metres from his boat on 
July 3. 

"It was a bell of a sighting," 
said Ron. "It was a spooky thing. 
It just gave a person the shivers." 

He believes be may have seen 
only the creature's back because 
there was no visible bead. The 

part that surfaced appeared to be 
covered in hair and wu about one 
metre lona and not quite a metre 
hi &b. 

His son estimated the creature 
wu at least five metres long - if 
not longer - from tbe glimpses be 
and other people have bad of it. 

1'be Fish and Wildlife Depart· 
men& had hoped to examine the. 
lake later this month while doing 
an inventory on fish habitat, but 
the project may be delayed until 
the spring because of other priori­
ties, said Ray Makoweck.i, direc­
tor for northern Alberta 

Makoweck.i still planned to tum 
Sampietro's list over to Butler, 
who appeared interested in the 
Christina Lake sightings when 
told of them while examining the 
reports in Saddle Lake. Butler 
could not be reached for com­
ment. 

But Makoweck.i added, "we 
can't explain that there would be 
something unusal or unexplain· 
able now in those lakes. We (the 
department) are not convinced 
there is something." 

Cold Lake's Kinosoo is a celebrity 
An awesome 12-metre fish is re­

ported to be roaming the chilling 
waters of Cold Lake. 

He bas kept one of the bones 
which was fashioned as a loop for 
a scarf. He plans to put it in the 
town's museum whenever it is 
completed. 

But the enterprising citizens of 
this northern Alberta town have 
no fear of their resident monster. Lefebvre, 66, also remembers as 

a young boy bearing a 100-year­
old native tc;ll his father of a sight· 
ing of the fish about 140 years 
earlier. 

Instead the town uses the fish­
called Kinosoo, a Cree word for 
big fish- in its town logo and the 
local chamber of commt>rce even 
distributes brochures on an Indian 
story surrounding it. 

Natives bad been camping on 
the beach when they saw a moose 
swimming towards them in the 
lake, the native said through an in­
terpreter. 

The town began capitaliz.ing on 
the creature about 20 years ago at 
the urging of Cold Lake resident 
and businessman Ben Lefebvre, 
then vice-chairman of the local 
chamber of commerce. 

But as it approached the shore it 
started bellowing and the Indians 
saw a huge fish that bad grabbed 
its back legs. Lefebvre, owner of the town's 

Marshall Wells store, is a believer 
in the creature because as a boy be 
found on the lake shore enormous 
fish bones which be believes give 
credence to native stories of a 12-
metre fish. 

The moose managed to break 
free and the Indians fled in terror. 

They found the 12-metre fish 
dead on the beach the next day. 
Presumably, it bad come too close 
to the shore. But it smelled so bad 

JOURNAL, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada - Oct. 31, 1984 

Spring hunt possible 

Monster search cancelled 
as Saddle Lake freezes up 
By CHRIS VAN KRJEKEN 
Joam.J Staff Writer 
The unseasonably early freeze-up of Saddle 

Late bas cancelled a government helicopter 
search for a lake monster supposedly lurking in 
itswaten. 

Alberta Fish and Wildlife bad hoped to 
search for the monster today, on Halloween, 
but cancelled the flight after finding two-thirds 
of the lake bad frozen over by early Tuesday. 

The lake, 175 km northeast of Edmonton, 
normally does not freeze over until late 
November, said Wayne Brown, fish and 
wilJlife district officer for the St Paul area. 

Another search attempt may be made in the 
spring if there are more sightings or if it is 
recommended in a University of Alberta study 
being done on the monster and other monster 
reports in Christina Lake, 14S km south of 
Fort McMurray. 

"II it says nothing is there, I don't see any 
reason for going ahead," said Brown. who feels 
the monster may be a large sturgeon. 

"(But) if we get odd sightings, you can 
imagine we will have another shot at it," be 
ldded. 

"It's a long period of time to keep the 
mspense up but the curiosity still remains." 

Alberta Fish and Wildlife bas been 

promising to make the night since sbortJy after 
the Saddle Lake tribal band council dOled the 
lake in July to motorized boats because of the 
monster and concern that the boau were 
pollutin& the lalte, the source of the baud's 
water supply. 

The monster - described u a hairy 
serpentine creature rangin& in Ienath from one 
metre to 69 metres - is reported to have been 
sighted about 100 times over the years. 

About 10 sightings are said to have occurred 
this year. 

The night bad been delayed until faD to -.it 
for the lake to become its clearest 

Another crack at solving the mystery will be 
made in late November when questionnaires 
are given to the residenu by Jim Butler, a 
University of Alberta wildland recreation 
professor brought in by Brown's department to 
investigate the sightings. 

The questionnaires from Saddle Lake, alona 
with those Butler bas already circulated at 
Christina Lake, will be fed into the university's 
computer to help determine the probability of 
having lake monsten in tbote areas. 

Butler's report, expected to be completed in 
December, will also recommend whether 
Alberta Fish and Wildlife should investipte 
the monster reports further. 

that the natives were convinced it 
was the devil. 

"I have no reason to disbelieve 
(the story)," said Lefebvre. "The 
stories or the incidents that were 
recited in front of me by these old 
natives convinced me they were 
not lying. 

"The fact we found bones was 
proof enough for me," he added. 

The brochure still being distrib­
uted by the chamber of commerce 
recites another Indian story of a 
young Wood Cree Indian who was 
canoeing across the Jake to see his 
bethrothed. 

But as be reached the mouth of 
what is now French Bay, "a huge 
fish rose from the water, took the 
canoe into its carnivorous mouth 
and snapped it in two." The brave 
was never seen again and only 
pieces of his canoe were found the 
next day. 

The last sighting of the creature 
may have been about 15 years ago 
by the town's former postmaster, 
Lyle McKee. 

McKee, 62, now retired, recalled 
seeing something "perhaps the size 
of a horse's bead" rising and fall· 
ing in the water about 183 metres 
away as be and three other people 
watched !rom the shore. But the 
creature disappeared when be 
went to get his binoculars. 

McKee is not certain if be really 
did see the Kinosoo or whether it 
really does exist. 

"It didn't last long enough for 
us to get a perspective on it at all ," 
be said. "I know the old Indians 
believe in it. Who'• 10 ~y?" 

ARKANSAS GAZETTE, Little 
Rock, AR - March 30, 1985 
• Herman Regusters, 51, of Seat­
tle, an amateur explorer, said 
that a $30,000 donation from a 
Texas computer engineer will al­
low him to leave next month for 
the Congo jungles to hunt for a 
creature resembling a dinosaur 
that Regustcrs first :~potted in 
1981. 
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g Inventor insists 
I 

GLOBE & MAIL, Toronto, Ontario, Canada - Sept. 1, 1984 

~ incredible machine 
e1 makes electricity 
"" 

Government agrees to probe 
lake of mysterious 'monster' 

~ UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 
..... 

WAS HI NGTON - A self-educated inventor from 
~ the Mississippi backwoods was to return to federal 
..... court today to demand a patent on a contraption he 
.J:: claims will produce cheap energy and change the 
~ world . 

::1 Joseph Newman says his machine not only pro­
duces more energy than it uses, but that it also will 
shrink forev er the average American's utility bills. 

~ Current physics teaching holds that it is impossible 
for a machine to produce more energy than it uses. 

!! Undaunted. Mr. Newman told a news conference 
~ Wednesday the 5,000-pound machine he built in his 
~ backyard deep in the pine woods outside Lucedale, 
~ Miss ., could make existing power sources obsolete. 
.c "I intend to fight this all the way to the Supreme 
u Court, and I will win," said Mr. Newman, who claims 
l:ll he has been stonewalled for four years by the Patent 
:;:~: Office, which contends his device cannot possibly 
~ w ork . 

Mr. Newman , who has been in and out of the 
courts since first applyi ng for a patent in 1979, will 
ask the U.S. Distri ct Court to grant him a patent on 
grounds his device does work . 

He wi ll ci te an earlier report to th e court from Maj . 
William Schuy ler , a former patent commissioner 
ac ting as a special master in the cas11 . who wrote: 

"Even though the operation of the plaintiff's (Mr. 
Newman 's) system seems contrary to recognized 
scientific principles, plaintiff has demonstrated the 
operation of his system by very clear evidence and is 
therefore entitled to a patent if he otherwise satisfies 
the requirements of the patent statute." 

Mr. Newman, who brought the device to the 
Washington area all the way from Mississippi on a 
t ruc k, says his machine frees a hidden force present 
in all matter - electromagneti c energy - and 
converts it to electric ity. 

The 48-year- old inventor, a high scllOol dropout 
who la ter took college courses, s aid his in vention 
produces on I:-· en(' rgy in a "1 00 % conversion pro­
cess." with none of the da ngerous radiati on or poll ut­
ants that resu lt from mak ing elec tri city in nucle:..~ r 
and steam plants . 

He told skeptical reportf'rs of a futur e in wh ich 
homeow ners could purchase one of hi s machines for 
about $1,500 and escape utility bills forever . 

Mr . Newman's machine consists of several loglike 
chunks of material that rotate like a mill whee l. 

ST. PAUL, Alta. (CP)- The provincial Gov­
ernment, In a move to calm concerned resi­
dents, has a,..eed to fiy a helicopter over a small 
lake In northeastern Alberta to see If It can find 
a monster . 

Residents of the Saddle Lake Indian reserve, 
175 kilometres northeast of Edmonton, say the 
monster has been In the lake for generations and 
has been sighted repeatedly. 

The creature has seldom been clearly de­
scribed and has no name. Some say It Is a hairy, 
serpentine monster rangtnt In length from one 
to 89 metres. Others say It has a horselike head 
or that It has a hom on its forehead. 

The fish and wildlife branch plana to send a 
helicopter over the lake In October, when the 
water Is clearer . 

" We are willlnt to do that to appease them 
somewhat," said Ray MakoweckJ, branch direc­
tor for northeastern Alberta. 

..They obvtoully must be seelJ11 somethiJ11. 
The question Is, what Is It?" 

Willie Brertton, a member of the Saddle Lake 
band coundl, aaJd the monster has been sighted 
about 100 times. 

There are thole who say the creature has 
never harmed anyone, but others recall a legend 
ol a ~year-girt who was somehow enticed Into 
tbe water by the momter about 100 yean ago. 
1bey saa her screams can still be heard at 
times. 

ARKANSAS GAZETTE , Li t t le Ro ck, AR - April 16 , 1985 

Officials say groups that worship Satan may be to blame 
fo r as many as 200 animal mutilati ons in Union County, 
0 ., and that t een-agers appear to be parti cular targets for 
recruitment by the cultis ts . "I think what we've got to do 
is help these younger kids not to get involved in it," Union 
County Sheriff's Deputy J ohn V. La la said in Marysville, 
0 . Sheriff John G. Overly ordered Lala to work full -time 
invl'Stigating the a nimal mutil a ti ons last December. In co­
operation with the Uni on County Humane Soc iety, he has 
ident ified the mutilations of about 200 animals during the 
last year as probable satanic sacrifices . (AP) 

Saddle Lake Chief Henry Quinney Ia akeptical. 
" It's been 1oina on for years," Mr. Quinney 

said. "I don't know what to say. I have to see It 
to believe lt." 

The band council decided It wanted answers to 
the mystery after a band employee reported he 
had seen the creature In June. 

The council cloaed the lake to motor boats In 
late July, living u reuons fear of the monster 
and eoncem that the boats were polluti"8 the 
lake, the source of the band's water. 

Mr. Brertton, appointed to lnvestl1ate the 
monster reports further, went to the fish and 
wildlife branch, which got In touch with the 
University of Alberta. 

Three university spectallats visited the lake 
July 31 and Aug. 1. They found nothing, although 
two of them may Investigate further. 

The third expert, Wayne Roberta, curator of 
the university's zoology museum, believes the 
slghtlnp were . probably nothl"8 more than 
animals such u moose and beaver. 

" lbat's too bad, because I like to think there 
are thinp out there we haven't seen. '' 

Mr. Roberta patrolled Saddle Lake with a 
depth sounder but found noth1J11 unusual. James 
Steinhauer, the band's pollee chief, said he and a 
partner saw the creature one night In August, 
1983, about 46 metres offshore. 

A light fog made It hard to determine the 
monster's features but Mr. Steinbauer said It 
resembled a snake and wu roughly one metre In 
width. 

" We threw a couple of rocks at It and took 
off," he said. " I used to think It wu Just a bunch 
of lies. Now I believe there Is somethint In the 
lake." 

Elmer Jackaon, a !58-year-old farmer who 
lives near the lake, describes the creature as 
having a single hom on Its forehead with a body 
about one metre wide and 89 metres long. He 
said he got a view of It three yean ago when It 
surfaced near his boat. 

Robert Purdy, a graduate student who went to 
Saddle Lake with the university specialists, be­
lieves there may be something to the slghtinp. 

"I believe the people who were telling the 
stories had seen something that disturbed 
tbem," Mr. Purdy said. "They couldn' t all be 
rnau-halluclnatlng. Who knows? Maybe they 
were." 

Computer hunts for lake monsters 
~ By CHRIS VAN KRIEKEN 
o Journal Staff Writer 

The University of Alberta's 
computer will be used to help solve 
the mystery of whether monsters are 
really being sig.hted in two Northern 
Alberta lakes. 

Residents have claimed to have 
repeatedly seen lake monsters in both 
Saddle Lake, 175 k.m northeast of 
Edmonton, and Christina Lake, 145 
k.m south of Fort McMurray. 

But it Will be the computer· ~ job to 
analyse the probability of havi ng lake 
monsters in those areas and help 
determine whether the university and 
the provincial Fish and Wildlife 
Division should investigate the 
sigh tings further. 

~ The d ata the computer will need to 
~ make its conclusions is now bring put 

0 together by Jim Butler, the 
.., university's wildland recreation 

professor, and his research assistant, 
Ron Hammerstedt. 

Butler flew to Chris tina Lake two 
weeks ago to do sonar tests on the 
lake, speak to the residents and have 
them answer a scientific 
questionnaire that will be fed into the 
computer. 

Although he found nothing 
unusual, Butler determined that one 
out of every 166 people visiting o r 
living near the remote lake fel t they 
had S«D the creature, but could not 
clearly describe it. 

Butler was also at Saddle Lake 
earlier this summer, and hopes to 
return next month to distribute his 
questionnaire to its residents. 

Butler i.s skeptical about whether the 
monsters really do exist. but refuses to 
dismiss the claims outright. 

"The initial impression was that 
the people were sincere." said Butler. 
-rbat's a step we have to clarify very 

quickly - that they aren 't trying to 
pull your leg. 

"In both cases, we determined 
there were no ulterior motives. In 
botll cases, I think, there was a 
reluctance to talk about it." 

Butler was called in to help unravel 
the lake monster mystery oy tlle 
p rovincial Fish and Wildlife Di\·ision 
after it was approached by a Saddle 
Lake resident who claimed to have 
sig.hted tlle monster in June. 

The Saddle Lake tribal band 
council also closed tlle lake in 1 uly, 
citing fear about tlle monster and 
concern that boats were polluting the 
lake, the source of the· band's water 
supply. 

Their monster, described as 
ranging in length from one to 69 
metres, bas been reported sig.hted 
about 100 times over the years. Ten 
sightings were claimed to have been 
made already this year. 

Butler's a ttention was also turned 
to Christina Lake after a man began 
compiling the names of 16 people 
who have seen a creature there in the 
last five years. 

Butler hopes to have his report 
completed by December with 
recommendations on whether the 
sigh tings should be investiga ted 
further. 

Meanwhile, fish and wildlife 
officials will fly over Saddle Lake in 
about two weeks with a tribal band 
council member to see if they can 
spot anything unusual. 

" It's not m uch, b u t it will give 
them a li t tle b it of security," said Ray 
Makowecki. fish and wildlife director 
for northeastern Alberta " It•s mainly 
public relations." 

The flyover bad to wait until the 
fall because that is when the lake is 
the clearest. 

Prof. Jim Butler, right, and assistant Ron Hammerstedt 15 
. computers atJalyse probability of mousters living in two Alberta Jakes 
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Community feels little fear 
of mysterious light on road 

I first heard about the Prague Light in 
1976, two years after movmg 1o th•s farm. 

My husband·s SISler, her husband and I 
had been discussing unexplainable phe­
nomena . "like the Prague light," my 
brother-m-law sa1d. 

"What Prague L•ght?" I asked . 
" Well, you must have seen it,'; he re­

plied, and then went on to explain the 
••must" of the thing. 

After listening to their matter-of-fact in­
formation my curiosity was fueled . 

The district we live in is called Prague, in 
the county of Beaver, south of the town of 
V•kmg, Alberta . Our farm is north of a parish 
hall. church and cemetery. To witness the 
light you approach it from the north. My 
brother-m-law thought I must have s&en it, 
since I had often travelled south from town 
toward the cemetery. 

Once the light was brought to my allen-

lion, I looked for it and sure enough eight 
t1mes out of 10 it was there . Before II had 
never entered my head to question it . We 
live in a well populated farmmg area and 
seemg a light on a road that runs straight for 
miles I had probably assumed it was an 
oncoming car. 

There was never a feeling of alarm at 
seeing the light. I figured it had been there a 
lot longer than I and hadn 't given me any 
trouble so my new knowledge would not 
affect anything. 

However, the explanation that it was ·· just 
there ·· will never satisfy my curiosity. Time 
after time I have stopped at our approach to 
watch it . For brief periods it could well be an 
oncom1ng veh1cle, but if I watch long enough 
it is clear the light is not consistent. At times 
it is brighter than others. It fades in and out 
somet1mes fades out altogether. There are 
limes when it is soft and more even but the 
next time it is brighter and almost restless. 

Stalking dinosaurs 
Scientist leads 2nd expedition-to Congo 

Herman Regusters, 
world's foremost dinosaur 
hunter, is on his starting 
blocks for a second expedi­
tion to the haunt of a living 
brontosaurus-like creature 
deep In Africa's COngo. 

"Our equipment is piling 
up. Everyone's room looks 
like a warehouse. We're 
ready to go," Regusters of Se­
attle said Sunday. Aplil 1 is. 
getaway day. 

Regusters, 51, who's lead­
ing his second expedition to · 
the steamy Congo Basin jun­
gle to photograph mokele­
mbembe - the beast he spot­
ted in 1982 -still needs 
$30,000. Expenses are · esti­
mated at $100,000. 

Regusters, a former Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory con­
sultant and university lectur­
er, wlll be joined by wife Kht, 
37, a chiropractor; entomolo­
gist Mark Evans of the Uni­
versity of Wisconsin; San Die­
go paleontologist John Rajca, 
reporter John Sack of Los 
Angeles and photographer 
Steven Trass of New .York . 

Regusters' first expedition 
to Lake Tele; 400 miles north 
of Brazzaville nearly killed 
him. Six weeks of rain, insect 
bites and crocodile and mon· 
key meat wasted him with 
dysentery and anemia 

Regusters says he saw the 
long-necked, humpbacked 
creature five times. He 

blamed equipment failure 
and distance for not gett1ng a 
decent photo. He taped iis 
roar, and scientists who've 
heard it say it sounds like 
nothing else. 

Initially skeptical academi­
cians have been won over, 
Regusters said, and the Marx­
ist Peoples Republic of the 
Congo approved Regusters' 
expedition. 

The natives In the Lake 
Tele area are bamed by Re­
gusters' interest in mokele­
mbembe. 

"They say, 'We don't un­
derstand why you want to go 
out on this very dimcult trip 

· to . see an animal that we 
know is there. But you tell us 

On one occasion I decided to see if the 
light was by the cemetery. It isn"t, although 
from here it looks as though it could well be. 
As I drove south it seemed to remain the 
same distance ahead of me. After about 
three m•les it faded out and although I 
waited for considerable time, it did not reap­
pear. 

One thing which fills me w1th wonder is 
the lack of fear and apprehension 1t creates. 
The opposite seems true. For myself there Is 
a feeling akin to dissapomtment when the 
light is not there . One of my daughters. who 
enjoys jogging on the country roads at night, 
says she feels safe when it is there. 

For the most part people just accept it as 
·" the Prague Light .·· It is there, and smce it 
has been there for as long as the locals 
remember and no one has ever discovered 
its source, I doubt that I will be any more 
successful than anyone else in solving this 
mystery. • 

REGUSTERS: Will alSo gath­
er flora and fauna 

that you send men to the 
moon. and we don't believe 
that either,'" he said. 

- Eric Brazil 

ARKANSAS GAZETTE, 
Lit t l e Rock, AR 
March 30, 1985 

Cause of boOm unknown 
A loud boom resounded through­

out Central Arkansas Friday, at 
points a.'! far apart as Conway , 
Beebe and Little Rock, but no one 
!!eemed to know what caused lt . 

The Office of Emergency Ser­
vices said the noise, which oc­
curred about 1: 15 p.m., seemed to 
originate near north Conway, 
Toad Suck and Gold Creek. Con­
way police sald a booming noiRe, 
like an explosion, was heard 
Thursday and two or three times 
Friday, but they aid not know 
what caused it. 

A National Weather Service 
spokesman said he did not know of 
any natural phenomena that 
would have caused the noise , but 
said he had heard it and suggested 
it might have come from artillery 
drills at Camp Robinson In North 
Little Rock. The Camp Robinson 
police said there were no artillery 
drills or gunfire going on at the 
camp. 

The Little Rock Airport and the 
Little Rock Air Force base In Jack­
sonv1lle said there had been no 
nights that would have caused a 
sonic boom . 

Spokesman for the Granite 
Mountain Quarries and 3M, both in 
Little Rock, said they had not dy­
namited Thursday and did not 
know what caused the noise. The 
State Police also had no clues. 

ClO ..... 
Does Sadie haunt Saddle Lake? 
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By CHRIS VAN K.RIEKEN 
Journal Staff Writer 
SADDLE LAKE Some 

residents here call it the Monster 
~ Snake. 
cu University of Alberta researchers 
~ affectionately call it Sadie. 
u But what precisely is being seen in 
Ill this small lake, 175 lun northeast or 
t! Edmonton, still remains anyone's 
cu guess. 

;=l It's big, black and resembles an 
< enormous snake, some residents told 
~ five university researchers who spent 
o two days last week in this native 
~ village trying to learn more about the 
] monster sig.btings . 
.., The stories weren't much different 

111 than the ones the researchers heard 
,...l when they visited earlier this summer. 
< But their eyebrows were raised 

0~ skeptically this visit after being told 
that a skull of an unusual monster 

...., had recently been round in the Lac 
La Biche area. 

Their eyebrows lowered again 
when they saw a picture of the skull 
and instantly realized it was only the 
remains of a whitetail deer. 

The researchers have returned to 
the university to begin analysing the 
data they collected, including stories 
of bow some of the Saddle Lake band 
elders fear the lake will dry up if 
white men ever take the monster o•Jt 
of the lake. 

"It's our belief that thing was there 
for a century and it kept the water 
moving," said one woman. Sbe said 
she and about 18 others saw the "big 
snake" in June and thought it was 18 
metres long. 

Ralph Cardinal, another Saddle 
Lake resident, recalled that his dead 
grandfather would ritually light a 
pipe by the lakeshore and dump the 
ashes into the water as an offering to 
the monster to keep it from harming 
boaters or swimmers. 

Cardinal said be saw the creature's 

Ralph Cardinal, right, describes what he saw 
. .. to Jim Butler, U a/ A wildlife recreation professor 

bead about 12 years ago as it swam 
across the lake. With his hands, he 
showed that its head was almost half 
a metre wide. 

"I thought it was a snake myself," 
said Cardinal. "I heard stories about 
it before so there is something -
must be.'' 

But without tangible proof, it can 
never be proven that a lake monster 
really exists in Saddle Lake, said Jim 
Butler, the university's wildland 

recreation professor who is heading 
the investigation into the monster 
reports. 

"You can never prove a lake 
monster doesn't exist," he said. "You 
can only prove it does and to do that 
you need some tangible evidence." 

But Butler believes his team has 
enough information now to do a 
preliminary report on the Saddle 
Lake monster from the 25 people who 
have reported monster sig.btings to 
them. 

The report. expected to be 
completed in mid-December, will tell 
Aiber1a Fish and Wildlife whether 
investigations should oontin.w into 
the Saddle Lake rcporta and oth~ 
monster reports in Christina Lake, 
145 lun south of Fort McMurray. 

The Saddle Lake tribal band 
council closed Saddle Lake in July to 
motor boats because of fear about the 
monster and concern that the boats 
were polluting the water. 
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Stalking Champ, 

New England's 

mysterious beast 

of the lake 

..... 

By MICHAEL J. BIELAWA 
Special to the Sunday Post 

ew England 
is heir to an 

N 
~~a~~e:t 

A weav­
ing patch­
work mist of 
boundless 
twilight 
known as 
legend. Pi­

rates and ghost ships haunt our 
windswept shores, while the mem~ 
ries of witches and abandoned towns 
inhabit the forgotten hills and name­
less valleys. 

There are many legends of the 
shadowland that have dimmed with 
the elements of time and the ration­
alizations of our technological soci­
ety; but there are certain tales that 
relentlessly survive the centuries. 

Just such a legend exists in the 
northern reaches of New England 
and has evolved into a subject of in­
creasing attention. Situated between 
the rugged Vermont Green Moun­
tains and the solemn Adirondacks of 
New York, the shores along Lake 
Champlain provide the romanic se­
renity of summer camping and 

breathtaking autumn foliage . But for 
some unsuspecting individuals these 
same gentle waves offer a possible 
encounter with the unknown. 

Despite the calm ing solitude, 
many say you are never really alone 
on the banks of Champlain, even on 
the loneliest of dark nights. 

These alluring waters are the d~ 
main of a mysterious beast local 
residents have dubbed : Champ, the 
creature of Lake Champlain. 

Intrigued with the fantastic tales 
which emigrated from this northern 
wilderness, I journeyed in search of 
this illusive leviathan. I have made 
two expeditions to these shores, the 
first in 1982 with Steve Raguskus, 
when we established camp on the 
Champlain islands near the Cana­
dian border. The second excursion 
was this past summer when I ex­
plored the southern portion of the 
lake with fellow-adventurer Michael 
Cusick. 

The entire region is an enchanted 
memory of mystical forests and cas­
tles. On the banks of these eternal 
waters brood a myriad of crumbling 
stone and mortar bastions, the bar­
ren echoes of early frontier wars. 
Here, too, dense woodlands have re­
claimed and concealed the founda­
tions of scattered settlements , 

known only to the ghosts that remain 
to till the thorns of their overgrown 
fields . 

But Champla in has secrets much 
darker to mask. Casting your senses 
toward the swaying wrinkles of the 
grey water reveals the majestic 
emotions of nature . The lake meas­
ures over 100 miles in length and 
plunges 400 feet a t its maximum 
depth . With such dimensions to con­
sider I decided to focus my attention 
on a location that offered the best 
opportunity for sighting the beast. 
And although the creature has been 
reported in all sections of the lake, I 
chose to camp near Chimney Point, 
Vermont, a short distance across 
from Port Henry, New York . 

The small village of Port Henry 
once thrived on the iron extracted 
from the local mines. Now this post­
industrial community's claim to 
fame is that it is billed as the "Home 
of Champ." For some inexplicable 
reason, the immediate area sur­
rounding Bulwagga Bay has wit­
nessed a proportionate amount of 
sightings. Two years previous I had 
paid a short visit to this quiet town 
and returned this past August to fol­
low up on the leads and contacts I 
had originally made. 

After we arrived at our Vermont 

Some believe that the mysterious 
beast that is said to haunt the depths 
of Lake Champlain may be a Plesio­
saus, like this one, thought to be ex­
tinct for millions of years 

campsite, Cusick and I were startled 
to discover a greying gentlemen bik­
ing along the path (like some latter­
day Melville prophet) in the midst of 
a summer deluge . After a brief talk 
about the creature , he mentioned an 
innkeeper that might prove instru­
mental in our quest. Our guest <>.lso 
explained that there had been 'some­
thing' seen in the lake that very day 
by four young ladies traveling north 
of Ticonderoga. The girls said they 
saw a sudden swell in the water as if 
a submarine had just submerged. 
Needless to say the news created an 
instantaneous traffic jam as passer­
by s hoped to catch a glimpse of 
whatever caused the wake . 

The following sun-filled morning 
we directed ourselves to the King's 
Inn on the New York side, as the cy­
cling thunderstorm prophet had sug-

gested . The inn is situated at the end 
of a sinuous road on the top of a 
thickly wooded hill. It affords the 
wayfarer with an excellent pan~ 
rama of the lake below. As it turned 
out, the maid at the King's Inn was 
the sister-in-law of Bill Kimball, an 
elderly man I had talked with on my 
first expedition. Bill had seen 
Champ three years ago, so I felt it 
would be worthwhile to get in touch 
with him again. This tall, thin, 
silver-haired fellow spoke in viva­
cious tones when I mentioned the 
creature. He explained what he had 
witnessed . He casually mentioned 
names and places, of people I didn't 
know and sites I'd never seen, as if 
we'd been aquainted all our lives. 
Bill said that while insulating a 
house with several others back on 
June 5, 1981, they all paused for a 

morning coffee break. He recalls the 
lake's surface smooth as a mirror 
when suddenly the group saw two 
light green coils as large as a tele­
phone pole rolling through the water. 
Bill stated that these humps resem­
bled half submerged truck inner­
tubes. 

"Definitely not a fish," Bill said. 
"It caused a big wake, the water was 
frothing . By Jesus there's something 
out there I'll tell ya. I've been 
around this lake all my life, I'm 65 
years old and I ain't ever seen any­
thing like it. . . " 

Bill paused momentarily and then 
firmly added, "No one believes it till 
they see it. By Jesus, I didn't believe 
it till I seen it." 

Sam Ruggles also saw something 
similar during the summer of 1981. 

"It was July, I can remember 
having spaghetti for dinner," he said 
as he looked back to that day. "I was 
on the beach at six o'clock in the 
evening with a friend, it was a good 
sunny day and the lake was calm. 
Out in the lake I noticed, about 30 to 
60 feet off shore, three dark green 
humps cutting the water pretty 
clean. Not much splashing at all ." 

Sam went on to describe the crea­
ture," .. . It appeared to swim with an 
up and down motion. It's smooth, 
football-sized head resembled a liz­
ard's . We had cameras with us but 
by the time I got mine ready the 
creature was too far out in the water 
to get a good shot. My friend had a 
35 milimeter with him, but he loaded 
the film wrong and none of the pic­
tures came out." 

Sighting such as those experi­
enced by Bill Kimball and Sam Rug­
gles, as well as many others, have 
been collated into a single volume by 
the leading authority on Champ, J~ 
seph Zarzynski, director of the Lake 
Champlain Phenomena Investiga­
tion . In his book, "Champ: Beyond 
the Legend," Zarzynski explores all 
aspects of the creature's possible 
existence. This brings to mind the 
foremost question, "Could Champ 
exist, and if it does what exactly is 
it?" 

History is full of various contro. 
versial creatures as well as those 
thought to be extinct which have in­
variably startled the scientific com­
munity when discovered. The most 
famous example centers around the 
coelacanth, a fish believed to have 
vanished from the seas ~70 million 
years ago. Yet this was absolutely 
refuted with the capture of a live 
coelacanth off the coast of South 
Africa in 1938. 

Regarding Champ, Mr. Zarsynski 
feels that the massive size and 
depth, as well as the fish population 
of Lake Champlain, could feasibly 
harbor a small colony of Champs. In 
an attempt to describe the animal, 
those who have studied Champ state 
it may possibly be related to the 
long-necked marine creature known 
as the Plesiosaurs or the snakelike 
Zeuglodan, both thought to have died 
off millions of years ago. 

But even while the debate ol 
whether or not Champ truly exbb 
continues, the states of Vermont and 
New York are taking no chances and 
have made positive strides toward 
protecting these mysterious crea­
tures. The House of Representatives 
in both states have adopted resolu­
tions that declare " ... the possible 
existence of the animal commonly 
known as 'Champ' is recognized by 
this state and .. . that 'Champ' 
should be protected from any willful 
act resulting in death, injury, or 
harrassment. .. " 

Looking toward the future Joseph 
Zarzynski and others are going to 
continue their search for Champ, 
confident that the tide of evidence is 
turning in their favor. As for the 
armchair adventurer in all of us, 
Zazynski's research provides wo~ 
while reading. 

Still there are many who refuse to 
conceive Champ as some kind of 
"monster" and feel that there is a 
casual explanation for these sight­
ings. "Just an oversized sturgeon," 
is a common grumble one runs 
across when talking with disbeliev­
ers groping for a justibiable answer. 

But when the golden blossom of 
memory slips beyond the auburn 
mountains and into another's distant 
morning, the reality of night beckons 
to the unknown, and the shadows 
that dance upon the lake may not be 
the swaying of twilight illusions. For 
the tempest that created the wave 
gently folding on the sands at your 
feet could be the creature of Cham­
plain, quietly raising his head IOIJle­
where in the darkness in silent defi­
ance to man. 



Enthusiasts check footprints thought to be of a Sasquatch at Mission, B.C. 

A monstrous attitude 
Not satisfied with trying to 

discredit UFOs, your editorial 
page has also turned upon mon­
ster.~ (Rankin& Of Monster.s -
Oct. 22). The attitude toward 
Canadian monsters has obviously 
made an about-face since the 
report of "A Veritable Sea Ser­
pent" discovered in Lake Simcoe 
in The Tormto Globe of July 19, 
1881, wbicb said: "There seems 
no reasonable ground for wtth­
holdil'l3 its pubUcatlon in the 
absence of any other objection 
than It Is a somewhat strange 
tale." 

but slghtings of Ogopogos in Lake 
Okanagan, Lake Shuswap (B.C.) 
and Lake Champlain this year 
were Ignored. In more than 90 
lakes and river.s, every province 
and territory of Canada has at 
least one lake monster; our coast­
al water.s account for one-sixth of 
the world's sea-monster reports. 

unicome" better today as the 
narwhal. . . 

The luaken of ancient myth 
was recognized as a real animal 
when giant squid were found 
along the Newfoundland coast in 
the 1870s. Scores of these mon­
sters have been captured, yet 
scientists know very little about 
them. Who knows what other 
gigantic monsters exist in the 
depths off our shores, or have 
migrated into our inland water.s 
only rarely appearil'l3 above the 
surface? 

Scotfer.s complain about the 
lack of proof of any Ogopogo, 
Sasquatch or other monster.s. But 
your reluctance to consider avail­
able evidence until "they catch 
one" shows a lack of curiosity 
and a disregard for historical 
facts. The Globe and Mail did 
pubUclze the Saddle Lake mon­
ster of Alberta this September, 

Apart from these fantastic 
claims, Canada is known to be the 
home of real monsters. In 1631, 
Captain Luke Foxe found many 
"sea unicomes" while searching 
for the Northwest Passage. His 
description of a creature shaped 
like a mackerel, with a lobster's 
head and with a black twisted 
hom growing out of It, Is far 
stranger than many contempc>­
rary Canadian monsters. And 
Martin Frobisher b1 ought home a 
unicorn's hom from his second 
voyage and presented it to Queen 
Elizabeth I. We know the "sea 

The subject of Canadian mon­
sters should be approached not 
with ridicule, but with skepticism 
by an Inquiring and open-minded 
press, as The Globe demonstrated 
many years ago. 
Mr. X 
Wolfe Island, Ont. 
0 Mr. X u thu corr~:rpoNintl's 
/~gal name. - Editor. 

~Big Foot 'tracked' 
CALGARY (Special) - Lucien Lacerte 

o says he isn·t afraid if other people laugh at 
~ him a little. 

Almost 10 years ago he spotted two 

since his boyhood in southern Saskatche­
wan - said the creature's trail led directly 
over a two-foot high tree stump at one point. 

He said his partner, Larry McGillis, 35, 
saw the creature's tracks moving easily over 
thick deadfall that a man would have to 
clamber over. 

1 human-like but hair-covered creatures run­
~ ning into the brush beside the Yellowhead 
"' Highway west of Jasper. And now the leg­
~ endary Sasquatch has entered his life again. 
u This weekend the Ca-lgary ironworker re-

Lacerte added the two Sasquatches he saw 
while driving the Yellowhead ten years ago 
were black-haired and ran upright on two 
legs. with a very distinctive stride. 

turned to photograph large tracks he"s con­
!! vinced were made by a Sasquatch. 
~ Lacerte, 48, and a hunting partner found 
.a the prints in the snow Friday while hunting 
:;1 in hills 32 km west of Claresholm. 

··sure, people smile sometimes - but I 
know what I saw. and those sure weren"t 
bears."' 

"About an inch of snow fell 

B ~~~c~~~~.~n~a~!~~~ ~!~1a~~ 
l=l night , noting his Polaroid 
~ photos show little detail as a 
~ result. 

"I don't car'e if people be­
E3 lieve me or not - I took tbe 
Ul shots for my own 

satisfaction." 
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The tracks showed a 
stride of about four feet. 
Lacerte - who's hunted 

Gas bubbles, 
disasters linked 

The disappearance of ships and 
planes in the Bermuda Triangle 
may be caused by sudden cases of 
indigestion in the ocean, a chemist 
at the National Research Council 
suggests . High pressure at the cold 
ocean bottom forms water and 
methane gas molecules into hy­
drates, solid material that resem­
bles ice, he says. When a hydrate is 
warmed or if pressure is lowered, it 
releases large volumes of flamma­
ble gas. Thus, reasons Don David­
son, an earthquake or some sort of 
disturbance on the ocean floor 
could suddenly release a huge gas 
bubble to the surface. Hydrates 
form in many parts of the ocean, 
but the releases are more likely to 
affect people when they occur in the 
Bermuda Triangle, crossed by 
many small boats and light planes . 
The theory was reported in the 
NRC magazine, Science Dimension. 

SUN, Baltimore, MD- Feb. 7, 1985 
CR: J. Zarzynski 

Panel won't protect Chessie 
If a giant serpent-like creature known as Cbessie 

really prowls Chesapeake Bay, it bad better watch 
out 

A Senate committee yesterday refused to go on 
record as recognizing even the "possible existence" 
of the creature. 

The resolution defeated by the Economic aud En­
vironmental Affairs Committee was intended to pro­
mote protection of Chessie. 

Chessie bas been described by those who profess 
to have sighted it as an aquatic animal 35 feet long. 
"round as a telephone pole, snakelike or eel-like, and 
with bumps and an elliptical head." 

Lawmakers were unimpressed Jan. %8 when they 
were shown a videotape that some researchers say 
shows Chessie swimming near Kent Islaucl 

"1 can't see it, so I can't vote for it," said Sen. Ar­
thur Dorman, D-Prince George's, a committee mem­
ber. 

If a creature is found, the Department of Natural 
Resources should be able to take care of lt, said Sen. 
Norman Stone, D-Balto. Co .. the committee chair· 
man. 

"I'm not convinced it's out there," Stone saicl 

HERALD, Auckland, New Zealand - Nov. 19, 1984 

Berntuda 
Triangle 
Dolphins 
'Antazing' 

Northlanders Wade and Jan Doak have discovered a 
tiny rectangle within the Bermuda Triangle that seems 
every bit as mysterious as the larger coniJ.gUration. 
North of the Bahamas in 

the open Atlantic the Ngun­
guru couple recently came 
across a society of dolphins 
astonishingly unlike others 
they have studied else­
where. 

The amazing dolphins of 
the Bermuda Triangle live 
In a remote 16km by 5km 
rectangular patch of the 
caribbean Sea. 

The Doaks both tell sto­
ries of a cetacean inter­
action with humans there 
that collectively dwarf the 
singular feats of Opo at Opo­
noni almost 30 years ago. 

Mr Doak said the spotted 
caribbean cousins of the 
New Zealand species dis­
played toward humans a 
range of highly developed 
creative responses that had 
!CI 1>een to believed. 

The Doaks spent most of 
their time In the caribbean 
on board an expensively 
outfitted 17.5-metre cata­
maran, specially designed 
for dolphin research . 

Mimicry 
The dolphins had day 

alter day made obvious 
social visits to the cata­
maran , engaging in a 
number of activities with 
those on board, Mr Doak 
said. 

""What Jan and I saw 
there has put us years 
ahead in our research," Mr 
Doak said. "It was the sort 
of thing we have just fan­
tasised about In the past:· 

Much of the interaction 
the Doaks witnessed came 
in displays of mimicry and 
body language by the dol­
phins, signals so unreal that 
the researchers found vi­
deotape a useful aid to 
belief. 

Jan Doak told of Initiat­
ing a pass-the-seaweed 
game with the dolphins 
which had developed into 
an elaborate play Involving 
about a dozen cetaceans. 

Wade Doak spoke of ac· 
companying a four-year-{)ld 
girl on a dive with the dol· 
phins, perhaps the first re· 
corded modern Interaction 
between a toddler and ceta­
ceans in the wild. 

Speakers 
Mr Doak said It had obvi· 

ously been a curious thing 
for the dolphins to have a 
miniature human in their 
midst, and they had re­
sponded accordingly. 

The dolphins had formed 
a protective cylinder 
around the child. One had 
even made a rare dolphin 
gesture and rubbed along 
the youngster's back. 

The Doaks told of eerie 

Jan Doak Wade Doak 

reactions from the dolphins I divers that 
to sounds played through come first:• 

the dolphins 

powerful u nderwoter Shark 
speakers. 

Johann Sebastian Bach's 
flute sonatas appeared to 
have a profound effect on 
the dolphins, a nd Mr Doak 
said they had gyrated and 
grooved when the classics 
were played. 

The dolphins had also re­
peatedly responded to the 
sounds of their New Zea­
land cousins taped at Wha­
ngaroa Harbour by the 
Doaks earlier this year. 

But what most amazed 
Mr ond Mrs Doak was the 
continuing visits by the 
same dolphins to their cata­
maran. These visits had 
become so frequent tnat the 
researchers had even given 
names to regular callers 
such as Whiteblaze, 
Ramora Kid and Dee Dee. 

Contact 
Mr Doak said it was most 

unusual for numbers of wild 
dolphins to respond to 
humans on a continuing 
basis. 

Jan and Wade Doak be­
lieve they know the answer 
to the unique behaviour of 
the Bermuda Triangle's 
society or spotted dolphins. 

They say the remotely 
situated colony of ceta· 
ceans has had only positive 
contact with the few 
humans who visit their 
potch. 

Mr Doak said the human 
visitors were mostly skilled 
treasure hunters licensed to 
dive on Spanish galleons 
wrecked centuries ago on 
shoal sandbanks. 

Mr Doak said it was 
amazing to see hard-nosed 
treasure hunters respond to 
frequent work-disrupting 
visits by the dolphins. 

When the dolphins 
arrive, the divers drop 
everything and play with 
them," he said. "It is an 
unwritten rule among the 

CR: R. Collyns 

The reason for thai 
became patently clear 
when the divers told of the 
protection racket run by 
their underwater friends. 

Bob Marx, one of the Car­
Ibbean's more celebrated 
treasure hunters, told Mr 
Doak of an incident re· 
cently when two dolphtns 
hod come rushing at him at 
high speed. 

The treasure hunter spun 
about to avoid a collision 
and saw the dolphins smash 
into a shark which had been 
homing in on him. 

Mr Doak said other 
divers in the area had many 
similar stories to tell. 

The Doaks are hopeful 
that the dolphins of the Ber· 
muda Triangle will be al· 
lowed to flourish in future 
without human molestation . 

Supreme 
Their confidence is 

boosted by the hazardous 
nature of the remote spot 
where the dolphins dwell. 

Mr Doak said it is a '"hell 
of a place." prone to instanl 
hurricanes, whirlwinds and 
lightning. 

And. as the Doaks found 
out, it is a place where 
dolphins reign supreme. 

-Graham Scoct 
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~Scientists Unite To Research 'Monsters' 
"' N T ... AaMCie- ~reu 'goblin wurld ' approach to tht!se animals." number of sightinp toward 200. Neuie baa been 

ob8erved for years. Man baa long believed in monsters, but now a t group of scientists has banded together in the 
:Z lnternatiOIUII Society of Cryptozoology to invest!· 
1 gate report.a of creatures in the modern world. 

H Skepticalscientist.a and nonscientists, accord­
rs.. ing to an article In the December iaaue of Sports 

Afield, tend to scoff at report.a of the Loch Neaa or 
"3 Lake Champlain monster - Nessie and Champ 

CIS reapectively - and other weird creatures. 

Unknown animals do ext~t. As many aa g,ooo 
ht!rt!lofurc unknown <·n~atures art• diS(.:overed each 
year. About 7,000 can be disrntssed lUI insecta, and 
many of the remamdcr are mollusks, worms, crus­
taccallli, amphibians, reptiles, birds and amall 
mammals. These arc not what cryptozoolo&lat.a 
seek. 

Sa»qu<ttcb or Biatfoot bas been reported from 
111lma.t every area in the conti&uoua United Stat.. 
Mokeie Mbeme, thou&ht to be a amall Nuropod -
a type of dinosaur - has been 11ee11 by reputable 
oblerven~ in central Africa . 

"We know that some livin& anlmala belon& to 
groups that have not chan1ed &really in mllllona of 
years," wrote ISC President Bernard Heuvelmau. 
in his book On the Tr11d of Uoknown Aninulu. :l But their colleagues from such academically 

respectable inatitutions as the Darwin Museum in 
~ Moscow, the National Center for Scientific Re­
CII search in Paris, the Bulgarian Academy of Sci· 

P.. cnce, the Beijing National History Museum and the 
t: Smithsonian Institution in Washington tale a dif· 
~ ferent view. 

" Ninety pt•n:t•nt of the research in these areu 
will have trivial or no mtcn•sting results," Mackal 
satd, "and that is about the same return as more 
conventional lab wurk . The probability here is 
very low, but the payoff is great." 

"We know also that 10111e lfOUpll believed 
extinct for millions of yun bave proved &o lallve 
livmg relation'! (the coelacanth, a prebiatoric fl.ab 
thought to have vanished 7~ million yun aao . ... 
c<tugbt in 1938 off the coast of southern Africa). 

"We are not trying to prove the existence of 
• these animala but to establish a forum for the 

t; tranamiaaion of information," said J. Richard 
~ Greenwell, society secretary and newsletter edi­

tor. 

A staggering amount of information bas been 
reported on creatures from Scotland's Neaaie to 
the Himalayan Yl'lt and th•~ Pacific Northwest's 
Sasquatch. Much is hoax . nusanterpretation and 
people devott.>d to little green men from Mars. 

"Therefore, it is hkely that any 'extinct' 
group, such as that of the dinouun, will turn up 
little changed in the modern fauna . . . It ia a 
matter of judgin& prob<tbility." 

"There are a bunch of kooks interested in 
these things ·· the lunatic fringe ," Mackal said. 

But if even a small fraction of the reported 
material is factual, that is significant. 

For information on joinin& the ISC, wiUdt 
encoura&es lay membenhip, write to lnt.eruU.. 
al Society of Cryptozoolo&iat.a, Dept. SA. ... 
43070, Tucson, Ariz. 8~733 . 

Vice President Roy Mackal of the University 
of Cbica&o added, "We also want to eliminate the 

Lake Champlain's Champ, for Instance, was 
reported seen 23 times in 1983, pu.bin& the total 
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Bl ;RNll'G GJRL 
l"in· rxp.-rt' are to in~<·-.tig.ttl' 

th• · po>>ilnlih th.Jt ;t ~111 
'tu.krrt ,tl Jf.JIIon Colli- ~ · ·. 
\\idn •·' · who drt·d alt •·r lw11r:: 
t'ngull<·rl in H.tnr•· , a' 'h•· -.rood 
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:X:~ ....... ~ Mi" .I.J< q1H"Iin•· I itt\irnon'. 
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(.!) \\ 1drH·'· tornpl.tin• ·d of a burn · 
w • in:.: " ' ll>Jtion on h ir b.lth anrf 
H ~ lrwnd ' who pull!-rl nff hn 
r.Ll tool,lll:! apron found ht>r 
H jump<·r alight. 
~ ~ ~h•• w.t' tJhrn to \\"h i ... ton 
H ~ Ho>prtal, MPr""Y>irk, with IR 
< prr ern!. burn,, and rlird fy, o 
t=l werh' latrr, on F!'b. 12. l "rrr 

rxp<·rl' are t o \ I.J !.! <' a rrLon · 
s tru < t10n of th r in• tdrnt. using 
similar llolhe> to the grrl'>, on 
a dummY. 

TIMES HERALD, Vallejo, CA - Feb. 10, 1985 

Lights go 
out in Napa 

NAPA - A mysterious power 
outage blackened Napa and surrour~· 
ding areas late Saturday night and 
the C4use was not available at press 
time. 

seen near CoombsviUe Road, · ac· 
cording to both the pilot of tbe Cali­
fornia Highway Patrol helicopter 
and a spokesman for the Napa Flre 
Department, who said a department 
firefighter was in also in the area at 
lhe time of the flashes. 

At press time, the lights in town 
remained out and an explanation for 
the outage was still forthcoming 
from P .G . & E. A spokeswoman for 
the Police Department said no pr~ 
lems with looting had been re­
ported. 

The lights went out around 51 :45 
p.m . and were said to have been 
preceded by "three bright flashes " 

lnventor~s Claim One~ 
~ 

Of Patent Injustice : 
Ill 
t1 

By JOYCE GEMPERUIN 
Kni9ht -Aidder News,oapers 

WASHINGTON - When Jo­
seph Westley Newman invented 
the plastic-coated barbell. the U.S. 
Patent and 

J.~:d;~~r~11~f~ 1!!\i"P"!::: . ,~ 
patent 

When he . 
showed up 1n #illtt 

Wa sh1 ngton •'a· '*"" 
from Lucedale, - · .~ ,, 
MISS • With an 
orange p1cker - .._ 
that sucks the / 
fru1 t off trees 1n 
much the same ~ 
way milk is Newman 
squeezed from a cow's udder, the 
government gave him a patent. 

But when Newman cooked up 
his Revolutionary Energy Ma­
chine. the office said no . 

Newman. a polite man of 48 in a 
double-knit shirt buttoned to the 
chin who wears his graying hair irr 
an Elvis-style pompadour, came to 
Wash ington again last week to 
continue his five-year war. 

Newman wants a patent for a 
machine that he and several inves­
tors swear contradict s scientific 
principles accepted for centuries: 
They say the machine produces 
more energy than it consumes. 

At least 30 once-skeptical engi· 
neers and physicists. including one 
who worked on the Saturn 5 moon 
rocket. have visited him in Luce­
dale . tested the machine and pro­
nounced it amazingly contrary to 
all conventional wisdom about 
thermodynamics. And most impor· 
tant, they have sworn in affidavits­
that it works. 

They believe. as Newman does, 
that his nonpolluting generator 
will rewrite the laws of physics, 
free the world from utility compa­
nies. end the use of oil as a fuel 
and render the internal combus­
tion engine obsolete. 

But the patent office has not 
seen it that way. It has refused to 
grant Newman a patent so that he 
can produce his invention com­
mercially without fear that the 
idea will be stolen. He has sued the 
patent office, which does not wish 
to discuss the case. 

Newman 's machine usea the 
properties of magnetism and elec­
tricity to g~nerate power. It is 

based on Newman's own theories 
or electromagnetism. which he 
says no one else has ever thought 
to consider. 

...... 
0 
rt 
rt 
ID 

The 5,000-pound prototype in z 
his backyard uses dry cell batter· n 
ies to trigger a reaction in a "com­
mon material" that he declines to ~ 
name . In tests conducted by scien- p, 
lists, the machine has reached effl. ~ 
ciency levels of 1,000%, meaning ::r' 
it has produced 10 times more ,..... 
energy than it drew from the bat- "' 
teries. according to affidavits 
signed by the scientists. ::c; 

Newman first applied for the e! 
patent in March 1979. In I980, an 
examiner who admitted later that n 
he had not read the application ::0 
wrote across it that it "smacked of 
a perpetual motion machine ." The ~ 
generally accepted laws of physics 
say there can be no such thing. 0%:1 

Newman contends that his in- ~ 
vention is not a perpetual motion ~ 
machine and that the labeling of it rt 
as such by the examiner, who in a rt 
later case was ruled incompetent 
to evaluate patent applications, 
has been a curse. 

In August 1984. U.S. District 
Judge Thomas Jackson, who is 
hearing Newman 's suit, appointed 
a special master to review the case 
and determine if a patent should 
be issued . A month later, the spe· 
ci al master reported there was 
•·overwhelmin g evidence" that 
Newman 's machine works and 
that a patent should be issued. 

On Thursday, Jackson ruled 
that Newman would have to bring 
the 5.000-pound invention to 
Washington to be tested. Newman 
refused, saying he has offered his 
machine for testing for five years. 
and the patent office has refused. 
He sees this new call for testing as 
a tactic to wear him down finan­
cially and emotionally. 

So Newman went home once 
agaln to Lucedale, set back for 
now but convinced more than ever 
that he's willing to suffer scorn in 
the interest of helping the world. 

"One of the things I hope is that 
my work wlll have an impact on 
the teaching process," said New­
man, who did not graduate from 
high school. "We are rewardln& 
memorization and chastising ques­
tioning of the so-called facts, and I 
think it is Important that people 
realize this ." 
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Mysterious minerals could explain tale 
The Asaocealed Preu 

KINGMAN , Ariz. - It has 
become known as "Death Trap 
Mountain." 

Some say it is near Cherum 
Peek, the highest point in the 
Cerl>at Mountains north of 
hene. 

Others place it farther north 
- in the pass that is the source 
of Cane Springs. 

Hualapai Ind ian e lders say 
it may be found across the Hu­
alapai Valley in the Music 
Mountains, so named because 
of the sound of the wind across 
rugged rock escarpments. 

It is described in the 1956 
book, "Lost Mines and Hidden 
Treasure," as having been 
thrust upward from a mass of 
volcanic rock and having the 
luster of blue metal. 

On moonless n ights, the leg-

end goes, the rock - the Death 
Trap - shines with the bril­
liance of a neon light. 

It is charged, according to 
legend, with a nameless force . 
To touch the rock is to die in­
stantly. 

"The story is known among 
my people," said Malinda Pow­
sky, Hualapai Indian teacher 
and cultural coordinator. " A 
story very similar to that has 
been passed down . It is a leg­
end, a warning." 

In 1895, a small pa rty of 
hunters went into the Ce rbats 
in search of mountain sheep, 
according to Leland Lovelace, 
author of "Lost Mines." 

Late one afternoon , the 
book says, "in the vi c inity of 
Death Trap, they sta rtled a 
sheep from the brush below. 

"The sheep, in its fri ght , ra n 

blindly into the narrow gorge 
.. . and, to the great surprise of 
the hunters, who had not fired 
a shot, fell dead upon the 
rock," Lovelace wrote . 

According to the book, an 
old Hualapai appeared from 
the brush to caution the ap­
proaching hunters of the perils 
of the Death Trap. Pointing out 
a "vast number of whitening 
bones lying in the gorge," the 
old Indian warned them that 
they, too , would die if they ven­
tured ncar the stone. 

"While they stood gazing at 
the spectacle, a rattlesnake 
crawled out from a crevice in 
the mountain and approached 
the darkening rock," Lovelace 
wrote. " Mounting the edge of 
the stone, the snake writhed , 
coiled , raised its head a nd fell 
lifeless." 

Mohave County Supervisor 
Bill Roper says, "I don 't be­
lieve it." 

Nevertheless, Roper, the re­
tired manager of the Duval 
Corp.'s Mineral Park copper 
m_ine, tried to check out the 
story a few years back because 
he thought such a talc might be 
based on a partial truth that 
could have meaning to the 
Duval operation . 

'"The only thing I could fig­
ure ," Hoper said . " is that there 
may have been arsenic in that 
rock emitting fumes or being 
eaten. Where there is arsenic , 
there arc sulfides . and whe re 
there arc sulfides, there is ore. 

" I called Leonard Neal. If 
anybody knew, he would . and 
if it exi sted . I wanted to take a 
look at it. " 

Experts stage 
re-run of fire 

Neal , 73. a rancher whose 
father controll ed virtually th e 
entire Hualapai Va lley and 
who lived at Cane Springs 
from 1928 to 1973, says he has 
heard the Death Trap Moun ­
ta in story "hundreds of times." 

"There 's not a piece of th a t 
co untry as big as this roo m I 
have n't ridden on horsebac k," 
Nea l said , refe rr ing to the Cer­
bats. 

Hi s opin ion ? Death Trap 
Mountain doesn't exi st. 

Mike Price , a 69-yca r-old 
pros pector, also has heard th e 
story. 

girl tragedy Price once shipped a lot of 
o re out of the Cerbats. 

"There 's radioactive ele­
me nts all over here in sma ll 
quantiti es," he said . "Th ey' re 
min ed today. Se le nium , be ryl ­
liu m, ra re ea rth s. They' re a ll 
toxic. 

A Fin, expert!-. tnvt·stlgating lht' nJd le ut a 611'1 
~ ;;tuden t who wa;; PnJ..,rulf('(l in tlnmt·;; :1!-. s he chatted 

to fr it' nds an• t o ;;tag" a labor<tlo n n ron;;t ructJOn of 
t IH· tragedy . 

] l'lw' wtlllw ""'·~t1gat111~ tJ,.. 
ctl i'"' '1hd1t) tll.<l 17 y<·a r -nld 

.-i .Ja.-qu• ·ilnt:' F<t1-'""""s rna:- hu.­
~ l~t•• · n a v1rl1m nf spontnnt·ou, 
~ 'Cl tllhU,(I<•Il l'h.-!< bl r<' f<rt· 

" llut I bee n around them . 
urani um , me rcury , a ll my life. 
There's no thin g that wo uld do 
what that rock is s upposed to 
d u." 

pn·,·•·nllon off1n•r M r ll•·rl 
Cll t :dl<t•s s;ud 
._. .J,,.·qtwltnt·. of l l1 tt on . \\',dnt·'· 

...t I ' ill·Sillrt' w as I' IIJ.(Uiil'd Ill 

~ llanll'' as "ht• talked to Jru·nd>­
p. 1n .1 corndor ut Hnlton ('oii<·J.(<' . 
0 w,Jne~ 
._. Sll(• compilunt•d of 11 hurnlnJ.! 
~ "" hn hac k 11nrl fnenrls who 

pulled ofT her coo k1 ng apr•n• 

eil ~:;:~~ :~ ht·r kn1tu-d JUmp.-r w .. JI 

~ ~ lu · \\a :-. trtkt·n tc t \\'hJ :o-. tq n 
Ul ll <>s plt.d. Men.;t'\'" UI' . Wllh IK 

t:: ,\.:···:::, }~~~~~;:;f:~~rl 1 ~lt·rl I:, cLt \ ~ 
Mt t:tll11·~ ~-a1d " I '""' ' 

1 11 t t.· r v 1 t• wed s t ' v t· n t· v , . 
"'tru·~~~·s So far tht·n · 1!'·." 1111 

~-i t · ar t.: xplanallun of th\ · fin · 
'l l· t' f\ ' Hrt' thn.:t• or foul p•·oplt· I 
--t ti l hctn• t n !">t't' · 

A l l l-'"~s1htl1l11·>- llt<lud1n~ 
t), d of sponlarH·ou:-- ro t!ll l thi !H !I 

"• ·n · ht·ang 111\' t.•:-.tJgtttt·d lu 
:--.tid 

F1n offl<.:t'f!-o WPrt · putJ it·d 
;t!H, ut wh_y .Jucqut•IJnt...' !"o pullovt r 

"" ' on fire , hut nol lilt' prut<·<­
t J\ •· Hprnn ~h( • won· for tuokt·r,· 
lf•!-oSO il!-o 

An tll4Ut:s t tnlo h.-r d<•,llh "' " ·' 
'' ~u·ru·d H.nd adJn urru..O Hf Wln:-. 
'"' t '"' Fnday 

Moh ave Co unty hi storian 
Roman Ma la ch reki ndl ed th e 
Dea th Trap Mounta in tal c a 
while back after be ing a sked if 
he co uld pinpoint it. 

Old -tim e rs, he said , a rc 
a wa re of th e story. 

Mal ach said he got as far a s 
confi rm ing th e ex iste nce o f ra­
d ioactive ma te rial s in the vi­
cinity of Bull Mounta in , a fe w 
miles as th e crow fli es from 
Che rum Pea k. 

He me nti ons the min e ra l yt­
trotantalitc , discovered he re, 
he said , by the late Ed Ed ge r­
ton , th e obj ec t of considerab le 
loc a l folklore . Edgerton, th e 
story goes, wrapped him self in 
a blanket with one of hi s di s­
cove ri es a nd cured h imse lf of 
cancer. 

That illustrates , Malach 
said , that the re are min e ral s in 
the desert th a t people still 
don 't know much about. 

But Death Trap Mountain ? 
"I doubt that it exists ," he 

said. 

Chessie and Champ 
t:J:j 
Ill 

Editor: News of the Maryland Senate Economic and Environ- :::;' 
mental Affairs Committee 's refusal "to go on record as recognizing ~ 
even the 'possibie existence ' of the creature" known as Chessie is o 
shocking. ~ 

Up North , in the 109-mile long Lake Champla in. possibly resides 
Nessie- like animals dubbed Champ. The evidence on their existence S 
was so overwhelming that state resolutions were adopted in 1982-
1983 in the Vermont House, the New York Senate. and the New 
York Assembly protecting the Champ ammals ~ 

In my mind the evidence on Chessie merits legislative protection t1 

for Chessie. the Chesapeake Bay mystery creature. That resolution g. 
shQuld not only acknowledge Chessie. protect Chessie, but also en- ,_. 
courage scientific inquiry into the mystery. o-

I don 't think we have scraped the bottom of the zoological tub. A 
few mystery animals still await those intrepid enough and curious ~ 
enough to investigate. oo 

State Senator Arthur Dorman was quoted in Maryland newspa- lJI 

pers as declaring, "I can't see it, so I can 't vote for it." (after view-
ing a videotape some researchers say is Chessie swimming near 
Kent Island). 

Hey. I haven 't seen God, but I believe he exists. 
I hope some Maryland Chessie enthusiasts continue to push for 

that Cbessie resolution. U not in the state legislature, why not a city 
or town resolution? 

Joseph W. Zarzynski. 
Wilton, N.Y. 
The writer is founding director of the Lake Champlain Phe­

nomena Investigation. 
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