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· ~I ulJJaktteteatiata should be inter.ettedba 
aU plaeaomena.," .aid Jo~ D. Kraus, prof'~­
.or. emeritua ol;e&ee-trieal "aciaeerinc and 
creator of the OSU radio &ele:scOpe at DeJa· 
war~ Ohio. whieh MareJlea .tJae .~for' 

Unknown visitor brings 
area national attention 

Flyinc · saucen·. haven,t · landed~- bat 
they're out of the ~lo.et bl tel'Dl• of seiad .. 
fie discuaion. · · · ~ .· · .. 

"I fiDd the wh~Je ~· f~tilll and 
rife with possibillti-." said Ohio State UDi­
venity astro110Dler Wtiter E. Mitchell Jr .. a 
professor· who studi•~for a Uviq and 
puzzles about unid•tmea ftyin1 objeetafor · 
run. . .. · .. ..,, 

Until a .few y.a a,o. auch an aduaillion 
would have eoa MtteheU profeHional r..­
spect, and it eould -~ c:oH_ him his job. ID 
the 1970... hmfever • .c:ientida became lea 
stuffy aboa&\ t.ribf .. ""' MDOJUDL Research 
into parapiij'e "' the search for 
estrater nee haB moved into 
the "(' V· 

,..·· ····· . . 

The idea: obxtratet-~trial miton, said 
Mitehe11. "itt .till prettY ·tu out_ but it's not 
beneath the dicJdq p~,jate~ putjea to 
pursue." · ,•c; . .-~··'· ...... ,, ., .. , • 

A 1916 poll oiUtft..OJDers and physkl•ts 
by Stanford Uai•enity astronomer Peter. 
Sturrock fou.,. &bat " Pfteent of those 
re~ponding thoqht UFO. deserved seienti· 
fie study. St .... k ia..-ii;lreDI· 011-to found. 
the · Society for.}$cfdtil"JC Exploration.· a 
group cOJIUDitted Jotb•:beilef that no mys· 
tery should be jpo.rfd~11bnply because it il 
not now an aeee\)tecli: Put of scientific or 
scholarly kncryrl~~ ... - · 

eJttraterrestrial intelliceaee. : · 
. ' 

Krau endonea UFO research. But Tim · 
Berra. .Oolotid at the OSU Man1field 
branch aa4 editor of tbe Oltlo Jo~~:n~al o/ 
ScietJce, equat~ the ~reb for UFO. with 
the onee-.,Opular attedlpt to rmd dinosaurs 
btAfrica. · · 

· .;When doe~ the absence of evidellCe be. 
coma the evideuce fll'. aboGce?" Berra 

' a.tked. . '" ' . 

.. II Mmebocly t~ll•· 1118 that B; ne_&Jl. ia 
hicltaf in my office.an4'll&ok alJ over that 
offtee and do•'t find hett have J provenue'•· 
not in my omce? I. thJak·, you ean pn•e a 
nearative~ and I ".at wieoa.U.ced about . UFOs 
- they ha•en·~ put (orwarcJ 'any real evi· 
denee." 

MitcheiJ. howe•er, tliliaka acientb._ are 
unduly.- eouerqpve ia-;.deruiinc prodt .. 
intercalactic hubcaps or . the capture of 
li«!e green pilottL. There iS a .wealth .of. 
anecdotal evidence, he laid. ·· 

Ro.,.r.t Dixon. uaisunt director ot the. 
Delaware. telescOpe~ wish.- there WQ a way· 
to~get more. '"The· cUificulty is to create a 

. scientific eslJe~ent in this area. Pd 1-. to 

l dMicu. 1uch an experiment. if I knew how to 
4oiL~ · · 

Nobody knows what it is, but it 's 
causing quite a stir throughout the 
nation and putting the name of 
Rockport before millions of 
listeners in the United States - in­
cluding Hawaii - and Canada. 

The object of all this attention is 
_a bright light in the sky - various- · 
ly described as red with a white 
halo around it or about twice the 
size of a street light, moving in 
circles or just standing still and 
fading on and off. 

Rockport's own unidentified fly­
ing object (UFO l was first sighted 
by several people in the area about 
5 a.m. Monday morning. 

Then, it made a return visit 
about the same time Tuesday mor­
ning. 

One of those seeing it both morn­
ings was Pauline Nelson at the 
Billups Store on Highway 35 South. 
"I walked out into the drive and 
looked up over the awning. It was 
almost straight up,·· Pauline said 
about Tuesday morning 's sighting. 
She said it was about twice the size 

of a streetlight and that it didn 't 
look like it was moving. It later 
just disappeared. 

stleriff's deputies watched "the 
object Monday morning but 
couldn't verify the sighting Tues­
day, because of broken clouds that 
partially covered the area . At least 
two callers reported seeing the ob­
ject Tuesday morning. 

On Monday, a Lamar woman 
reported seeing the object as she 
crossed the Copano Bay causeway. 
She said she lost power in her car 
as the object passed. 

It wasn't long before word of the 
"happening" Monday got out and 
it was picked up by the United 
Press International wire service. 

This triggered calls to the 
Sheriff's department from the 
news media in such cities as Atlan­
ta , Sacramento, Dallas. St. Louis , 
Honolulu and points in Canada, as 
well as inquiries from Corpus 
Christi radio and television sta­
tions . 

Lecturer, healer says she spent three hours on a UFO 
"When they told me I had 
been aboard a space 
craft, I was shocked; I 
didn't believe it.''­
Lydia Stalnaker 

BIANCA PAVONCEUO 
Herald Stan Writer 

Lydia Stalnaker is not your av­
erage lecture-circuit speaker. The 
UF(l contactee and faith - healer 
WJH discu88 her visit on a space 
craft and will perform group 
healings this week in Sarasota. 

Stalnaker will tell "My Three 
Hours Aboard A UFO" at 7:30p.m. 
Thursday at the Sudakoff Lecture 
Center, New College, Sarasota. Ad­
miB&ion is $7. 

She will discuss "UFO 
Aliens/ Angels of Light" at 2 p.m. 
Saturday at the Sarasota Women's 
Center, 2880 Ringling Boulevard, 
Sarasota. AdmiB&ion is $10. 

She will conduct a group healing 
seminar at 2 and 7:30 p.m. Friday 
at New College. Admission is $30. 

Stalnaker, whose tour is spon­
sored by The Healing Light Foun­
dation of Jacksonville, claims she 
was abducted by beings from the 
planet of Orjane on an August eve­
ning in 1974 in Jacksonville. 

At first, she could not account 
for three hours of time that night. 
After undergoing extensive hypno­
sis with specialists and profet1110rs 
at several universities, including 
the University of California at 
Berkeley, she began to put the 

HERALD. Bradenton, 

pieces of the puzzle together. 
"When they told me I had been 

aboard a space craft, I was 
shocked; I didn't believe it. It took 
me a year to get it all out and I still 
have flashbacks," she said. 

Stalnaker said she learned 
through hypnosis that she had 
spent three hours on the space 
craft being examined and speaking 
with the aliens, who she refers to as 
"angels from God." 

"You have been chosen by God 
to receive seven powers. All plan­
ets and all races know only one 
God," Stalnaker said the angel told 
her. 

The seven powers that Stalnaker 
says were given to her include ex­
tra sensory perception, prophecy, 
the ability to see into a person's 
body, mental telepathy and the 

FL - May 2, 1985 

ability to heal people of physical 
illness. 

Stalnaker appeared on the Da­
vid Susskind Show three years ago, 
and claims she healed a television 
camera man of cancer while the 
program was on the air. According 
to Omni magazine, the camera 
man was examined at the Mayo 
Clinic both before and after the 
healing. He was given a clean bill 
of health by doctors at the clinic 
following the healing, she said. 

Along with the lecture circuit, 
Stalnaker now gives healing semi­
nars where she touches and prays 
for people with diseases. 

"Sometimes when I see the way 
some people are suffering it makes 
me want to cry. But if I get too 
involved I'm no good when I pray 
for them," she said. 

REGISTER/HERALD. Beckley. WV - May 29, 1985 CR: G. Fawcett 

Area UFO sightings increase 
By lee Smith 
Staff Writer 

At least four more area residents 
reported unidentified flying objects 
Tuesday . 

Charles Hilton of Arnett said at 10 
p.m . Monday night he saw a white 
object flying about Y4 of a mile from 
the ground. He said the object ap­
peared to consist of several flash­
mg lights and it made no noise. 

script1on was in his area at about 10 
p.m . He said his wife and son saw 
the object which appeared to be 100-
150 feet away and made no noise . 

Mark Aliff of Pineville said he 
saw an object fitting the description 
given Tuesday. 

A representative of the National 
Weather Service said they received 
no reports and saw nothing that fit 
the descriptions given. 

He said he did not know whether 
the object could have been a me­
teor. 

"If the object was moving in a 
southwesterly direction, I don't 
think it could be weather-related. 
Our weather patterns move in the 
opposite direction." 

Stalnaker said that before the 
UFO experience she was a strug­
gling divorced mother of two who 
didn't attend church. Now that 
she's "seen the light" as she puts it, 
she has reaffirmed her faith in 
God. 

"At first I didn't feel as if I was 
good enough to receive these pow­
ers. I was divorced and hadn't been 
going to church. I don't know how 
God chose me to bestow this on 
because I don't think I was worthy 
of it," she said. 

Stalnaker said she has "walked 
with God" for the past ten years 
and says she has been in constant 
contact with the angels. 

"They'll be back I know they 
will," she said. 

For information call 957-5092. 

Howard Jones at Oak Grove said 
an object which fit the same de-

He said he and Leon Cole, also of 
Pineville, spotted the white light 
with a long tail Monday at 10 p.m. 
near W.Va. 16. He said 1t seemed to 
dissolve into pieces and then disap­
peared. Aliff said he believed the 
light to have been a meteor. Lydia Stalnaker 
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EJiu TMW~baum 1 Special to The Cowant 

Island of Life? 
Da'Yid H. Menke 

Human beings have always wondered 
"hat lies out in space. ID the past 40 rears. many people have reported see­
IDC UFOs, or unidentified flying objects. 
'nle Center for UFO Studies in Evans­
ton, Dl., researches every lead to sub­
ltaDtiate these reports. 

UFOs certainly exist, because some of 
tbe numberless objects seen flying 
through Earth's skies remain unidenti­
fied. But do spaceships from other 
worlds exist? Do extraterrestrial be­
lap, or aliens, exist? Are they really 
comiq to Earth? 

Sdeatifically there is no reason that 
aliens sboald not exist. Even the proph­
ets Abraham and Ezetial believed there 
were other non-Earth civilizations. 

Based 011 the estimate of 80 billion 
10lar systems with planets in the Milky 
Way galuy, an approximate number of 
1,000 civilizations is possible. 

U these conjectured 1,000 civiliza­
tiOIII were distributed uniformly, which 
would be a good first guess, then the 
nearest one would be about 1,000 light 
yean from Earth (that's 5.88 thousand 
trillion miles). To travel to the nearest 
star system to the sun, Alpha Centauri, 
would tate 300,000 years using present 
technology. ADd Alpha Centauri is only 
4.3 light years (25 trillion miles) away. 
Traveling to a planet with a similar civi­
lization might tate 75 million years. 

So even if there were beings out 
there, it is unlitely that they could come 
bere, liDless they were very advanced 
and could travel through the fabric of 
time and apace. Such travel is possible, 
but we do not have the technology to do 
it. 

So what of the unusual number of 
UFO aigbtinp? Are the individuals wbo 
oblervecl them all crackpots? 1bat, too, 
Ia aalitely. Most of these citizeaa bave 

been carefully screened, and their s~ 
ries critically scrutinized. And there IS 

physical evidence in m~y. of the ~-
Yet if we were being VISited by aliens 

from a civilization far more advanced 
than ours, would these visitors run peo­
ple off the road in Indiana? Scare 
schoolchildren 011 a playground in Otla­
boma? Kidnap people from their homes 
and other areas? 

Further, from the many sigbtings it 
has been determined that there are so 
many different types of spaceships that 
either several civilizations are all com­
ing here (why Earth?), or one visiting 
civilization bas a large number of space­
ship manufacturers, like the many auto­
mobile companies on Earth. It doesn't 
mate much sense. 

U beings from another world were 
visiting us, it is likely they would be very 
advanced and observe us without being 
observed themselves. Instead of invad­
ing us, they would just blend into our 
world. In that way they could learn 
about us firsthand. Maybe your neighbor 
is really from the Tau Ceti star system. 
Maybe you are. 

What would be the effect of a space­
ship landing at a prominent place such 
as the United Nations, the White House, 
Buckingham Palace? What would that 
do to our sense of purpose and exis­
tence? Would there be more peace? 

U we could prove that intelligent life 
like ours exists elsewhere, would that 
bring us closer together? Would more 
people believe in a god of some kind? Or 
would people lose their religious faith? 

On the other band, what would happen 
if we could actually prove somehow that 
there is no life anywhere else in the uni­
verse, and that Earth is the only island 
of life? Would that unify us? 

David H. Menke is executive direc­
Wr of tM Copernican Space Science 
Center at Central Connecticut State 
Univentit71. 

Flying objects spotted 
; in Fayette County sky 
00 
N Fayette County sheriff's depart­
» ment received two reports of un­
CI! +-~ identified flying ob~ec.ts _Mon~y 

::£ +-~ night, both reports wtthm ftve rnm-
8 utes of each other. 

> ~ According to Officer G. E . Koone, 
~ ...,. the first siting was at approxi-

.:. mately 10:05 f .m. in FayetteviUe. 
» ...., Robert Neal o Fayetteville told po­
~ lice he spotted a long, white thin 
~ tj stream of flashing light moving 

:l i=!r~en~~l ~~~aikst::e h:n w:t~ 
16. 

He said he estimated its speed at 
500 or 600 miles per hour. 

He said it appeared to be within a 
quarter of a mile away, barely fly­
ing above the treetops. 

He said there was no sound, just 
lights. He said be was able to aee it 
for about five seconds. 

Neal said he didn't recognize it as 
anything he had ever seen before. 

His wife, Marcia, was with him at 
the time of the siting and she also 
saw the object. 

He said this is the first such ob­
ject he has seen. 

Officer Koone said Dispatcher 
Jane Bowles in Oak Hill received a 
report from a hitchhiker in the Oak 
Hill area. The hitchhiker, whose 
name was not available, said aa the 
Oak Hill 10 p.m. curfew sounded, 
flashing lights appeared in the sky 
in that area. 

Koone said the sitings were ap­
proximately seven miles a~. 

Police satd they did not mteod to 
investigate the incident. Koone said 
he has ., guesa u to what tt.e flash­
U. Ii@ts were. 

2 



PASU 
By Don Manley 
Butl•r County News 

The date was March 20, 1967. The 
locale : Meridian . 

That night, two people were driv­
ing along a dark , deserted road when 
they observed a pair of what ap­
peared to be glowing globes flying 
toward them . After they stopped the 
car to observe the odd sight, the ob­
jects flew low near the auto, then 
veered up and disappeared into the 
evening sky. 

After they vanished, the stunned 
observers saw two humanoid type 
creatures standing within 10 feet of 
the car and gesturing to them. After a 
short time. the creatures also disap­
peared. 

That is just one the alleged close 
encounters with a UFO in Butler 
County on the files of the Greensburg, 
Westmoreland County, based Penn­
sylvania Association for the Study of 
the Unexplained <PASU> . 

Stan Gordon, the association's di­
rector , said the PASU is an all-volun­
teer . non-profit. research organiza­
tion that conducts scientific, open­
minded investigations into unusual 
occurances and serves as a statewide 
clearinghouse for reports of UFO 
sightings and other strange oc­
curances . 

UFOs and cryptozoology, the scien­
tific study of hidden or unknown 
animals such as "Bigfoot'' and moun­
tain lions and black panthers, which 
are supposedly extinct in the com­
monwealth, are the PASU's primary 
focus . 

Gordon said the organization's 
l>urpose " is to try to bring some 
credibility to the subject of UFOs. 
Bigfoot and other phenomena to show 
~hese reports weren't coming from 
the crackpot fringe but were coming 
from responsible individuals from all 
walks of life ." 

The bulk of the PASU's member­
ship is professionals in the fields of 
~cience . engineering, technology and 

~ 

investigates UFO sightings 
medicine who donate their time and 
equipment to find answers to re­
ported incidents. 

If a report is received of a low­
flying or landed UFO, Bigfoot, moun­
tain lion or black panther, the PASU 
will send a investigating team, com­
posed of PASU members, to the scene 
to take samples, get physical 
evidence and talk to the witnesses. 

"We try to document the case from 
as many angles as we can," said 
Gordon . "To scientifically in­
vestigate you must look at the subject 
from all sides.'' 

Gordon said a high percentage of 
the reported cases, after being eval­
uated, are found to have a logical, 
scientific explanation. However, 
each year in Pennsylvania and 
around the U.S., there are many 
sightings that cannot be explained. 

He said meteors, aircraft lights 
and planets and stars, under certain 
atmospheric conditions are often 
mistaken for UFOs. 

An electronic technician who spe­
cializes in radio communication, 
Gordon began researching the sub­
ject 26 years ago when he was 10. His 
interest lead him to found the PASU 
in 1981. 

He said thousands of reported un­
usual and unexplained incidents from 
Pennsylvania are on PASU files, with 
Butler County and the neighboring 
counties of Beaver, Clarion and 
Armstrong providing many of the re­
ports of unusual phenomena each 
year. 

He said they received a multitude 
of reports from ButJer County and the 
surrounding counties in 1982 and 1983. 

One of the reports concerns a sight­
ing that occured during April 1982, in 
Callery Borough. 

Two men were repairing a car in 
one of their yards when they saw 
what seemed to be a blinking bright 
star low in the evening sky. 

Although they initially ignored the 
light and r~turned to their labors , 

they noticed, upon a second glance, 
that the light appeared to have in­
tensified. 

" 'It appeared as if someone was 
holding a spotlight right in your 
eyes,' " Gordon quoted one of the 
men as saying. " 'I felt as if my skin 
was crawling off my body.'" 

One of the men retrieved a tele­
scope from the house to more closely 
observe the light. As he tried to focus 
on it, the object begar. to move up­
ward quickly . Then westward . 

Next, two smaller objects, both 
emitting bright lights, emerged from 
each side of the larger object. One 
moved northward while the other 
headed south. 

The main object then passed over­
head . It was described as being "very 
large and triangular shaped" with a 
silver gray, metallic appearance. 
Three lights; one red, one white, one 
yellow, illuminated the objects points 
and a glittery smoke or steam was 
left in its wake. 

The men then noticed a jet ap­
proaching from the east. They stated 
the object next became brighter and 
moved upward until it left their view . 

Gordon said the men observed the 
object for 45 minutes. 

He said one witness suffered head­
aches for three days after the inci­
dent and the other had headaches . 

He said there were many sightings 
around the country at that time of 
large triangular objects. 

According to Gordon, reports con­
tain descriptions of UFOs of different 
shapes and sizes. "No-one can say 
how many different types of UFOs 
there are,'' he said . 

He said PASU files contain reports 
of UFOs described as being several 
inches long to several hundred feet 
and shaped like saucers. rectangles 
and triangles. 

There are differing theories of the 
origin of the mysterious craft said 
Gordon. "The most popular theory is 
they come from space and are con-

trolled by inteJJigent creatures. In­
vestigations have led us to believe 
there 's probably more than one type 
and origin of unexplained category 
sightings." 

He believes some may be extrater­
restrial but said " there's no definite 
proof at this point. Some theorize, 
Gordon said, they come from the 
Earth's interior or another dimension 
or reality . 

"Research indicates they may be 
of a temporary physfcal nature." he 
said . "We feel the reason nobody has 
ever come up with any tangible phys­
ical evndence is they ! UFOs > can 
change from the physical state to a 
non-physical state ." 

Some cases. said Gordon, contain 
reports of power outages in autos. 
electrical lines . "They seem to occur 
in areas of high energy sources; 
power lines, microwave towers and 
radio and television transmission 
towers,'' he said . 

Butler County has also been the 
source of many Bigfoot sightings. 
said Gordon. · 

Bigfoot. known as the Abominable 
Snowman in the Himalayas. Yowie in 
Australia and Sasquatch in Canada, 
is a very large, human-like creature 
covered with hair . General reports. 
said Gordon. are that it stands be­
tween seven and nine feet in height, 
although some have reported then as 
being as short as four feet and as tall 
as 12 feet tall. 

For example. at 9 a .m . on Dec. 5. 
1982, in Mars. two men were plowing 
a field when they spotted. off in the 
distance near a stand of tall trees . 
what they had at first thought was a 
tree. moving with long strides . As 
they observed the creature. which 
they estimated to be 12 feet tall. it ran 
off and disappeared into the trees . 

In another sighting. which oc­
curred this February near the 
Chestnut Ridge area of West ­
moreland County, investigators were 
able to take a plaster cast of one of 
the creature prints . 

Gordon said evidence indicates the 
creature has 48 inch stride and has 
five toes. He said the footprint meas­
ured 17 inches by 9 inches . He said a 
podiatrist. who was part of the in­
vestigating team estimated the 
creature weighted between 450 and 
600 pounds. 

As with UFOs. a high percentage of 
the sightings occur near energy 
sources. said Gordon. 

He feels the creatures "aren't nor­
mal animals. If they were, then 
someone would ha\'e brought one in. 
Plus. as big as they are. what do they 
eat?" 

Cougars. also known as mountain 
lions. have officially been extinct in 
the East since 1890 f,e said. but many 
close range sighting~~ are still made. 

He said since 1890 there have been 
hundreds of sightings in the state and 
they are on the increase. 

Gordon believes the native cougar 
never really became extinct. He feels 
the survivors bred with pets released 
into wild when their owners could no 
longer feed them. 

He said there have been several 
reports from the Butler County area 
over the past few years of adult 
mountain lions being seen with cubs. 
He said there was a large outbreak of 

reports from the area last year. 
The PASU took a plaster cast of 

paw print in Armstrong County last 
July that wildlife experts agree is the 
first print from the East to show the 
characteristics of a cougar, Gordon 
said. 

He said black panther reports 
aren't new, but there is no known 
species of the animal native to North 
America. However, the animals have 
been sighted by responsible wit~ 
nesses, he added. 

Gordon said the PASU exchanges 
information with other responsible 
researchers around the world. "We 
want to see what similarities there 
are in the reports that may give us 
some answers," he said. "We're deal­
ing with a world-wide phenomena ." 

The primary group they work with 
is the Mutual UFO Network 
< MUFON >, the largest internationai 
UFO study organization in the world. 
Gordon is the state's MUFON direc­
tor . 

He urged people who have ex­
perienced unusual occurances, no 
matter when, to notify the PASU. 

The organization's phone number 
is 838-7768. Its mailing address is 6 
Oak Hill Ave., Greensburg, Pa .. 
150tH . 

BUTLER CO. NEWS, Butler (Z), PA 

May 22, 1985 CR: s. Gordon 
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If the facts assemble into what 
looks like a genuine sighting of an 
unknown object, Geremia mails a 
report to the MUFON headquarters 
in Seguin, Texas. where it goes on 
file. 

He keeps his opinion out of it. 
"I just present the facts as they 

come to me, " Geremia says. " I con­
sider myself an open-minded skep­
tic ." 

Heporls of genuine sightings land in 
slate MUFON newsleLters or in the 
international MUFON UFO Journal. 
Across the country and the world , 
MUFON information increases the 
awareness of UFOs. 

"Our main purpose is to try to get 
actual information to the public," 
Geremia says. 

While MUI''ON is dedicated to the 
sdentific investigation of uniden­
tified and unknown flying objects, 
some of the sightings prove unscien­
tific. 

''There are plenty of people looking 
for notoriety, or looking to make a 
buck," Geremia says. "There are the 
lunatic fringe. I go to these meetmgs 
and there are women there who say 
they have babies by aliens. People 
have made every claim you can 
make." 

Nevertheless, most claims share 
certain elements. 

" The great majority are unexplain­
ed lights in the distance," Geremia 
says. " Next will . be. t.he passmg .or 
lights close to an md1v1dual, or an m­
dividual's car." 

Because unexplained lights in the 
distance could be anything, Geremia 
seldom investigates them. Instead, 
he sticks with what he calls strong 
CE-1 cases, or Close Encounters of 
the First Kind. 

In the classification system in­
itiated by UFO specialist Dr. J . Allen 
Hynek and borrowed by Steven 
Spielberg for the movie " Close En­
counters of the Third Kind, " there 
are three eatagories of contact with 
unexplained objects . 

" CE-1, that 's an aerial sightingof 
an unexplained object, a huge. white 
light passin~ over a car w1th no 

no!~I~ "iat~ -2~r~m~ahite light came 
down, killed the engine of the car, m­
teracted with an individual or the en­
vironment," he says. "A Close En­
counter of the Third Kind includes in­
teraction, but an entity is seen in the 
area. a small creature." 

In the area around Pease Air Force 
Base. the C5 aircraft is often 
mistaken for a UFO. 

"ll has 12 to 17 lights, " Geremia 
says. " It can be a mile away from 
you. and it looks like it isn' t even 
moving. The only way that you can 
reall y tell what is going on is to get 
out of your car and watch. It will 
eventually move. I .f you do.n' t do th.at, 
you will be left w1th the 1mpress10n 
that you've seen a UFO." 

Many of the sightings 9eremia 
looks into turn out to be nothmg more 
than a C5. In fact, supposed UFO ac­
tivity has dwindled across the state. 

" Our area of the Seacoast was very 
active a few years ago," he says. "We 
had one heck of a flap in the '60s. 
Right now it 's dead." 

Geremia, who lives in Rye, has col­
lected UFO data for MUFON the past 
10 years, and has been the state direc­
tor for three of those years. In his opi­
nion, one recent case is a newsmaker. 

·• J have no qualms about writing 
this up as a definite unknown," he 
says. 

On the night of Oct. 15, the Keene, 

~air . ¥~~c~~~ ~~f~~~y~ou~J>:o~~ 
name because he said his wife would 
think he was crazy. He told the police 
something strange was hovering over 

the city . 
A skeptic familiar with crank calls, 

Sgt. John Zeller was in no hurry to 
reach the section of Route 12 where 
the object was reported . 

As he drove from West Street to 
Route 12, the car coming toward him 
screeched to a stop. and two people 
got out, pointing at the sky. 

"There was something. mostly 
lights, hovering five to 700 feet off the 
ground, red , green. white pulsating 
types," Zeller says. "All you could 
see was the lights, you couldn ' t see 
any outline. The strange thin~ was, 
lh1s was absolutely still, like 1t was 
stuck there . There was no sound. I 
stood there probably two minutes." 

Then Sgt. Zeller aimed his 200,000 
candlelight power spotlight at the 
hovering lights. 

"You coulrt see the light beam 
through the dark, " Zeller says. " The 
minute the light beam was put on it, it 
came toward it , at an angle, lowering 
at the same time. It was so clearly un­
conventional. The thing kept coming 
about 100 feet from the cruiser, 
traveling as fast as you'd ride a bicy­
cle." 

The strange craft hovered over the 
cruiser, barely moving. Zeller saw no 
markings, no openings, and can' t 
remember if he saw wings, but he 
described the object as 40-50 feet 
long, 10-15 feet wide, cream-colored 
with blunt ends, ridged on the bottom 
like an old-fashioned bathtub. 

(continued on page 5) 4 
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"It gave out a two-tone hum," 

Zeller says. "It went over to a car 
wash and it did something which I 
assume was turning a round, then it 
went -- boom - over toward the 
Ramada Inn." 

UFOs: one of the rather-not-knows 
Zeller admits he'd never seen 

anything like the thing that hovered 
~~~ his cruiser the night of Oct. 15, 

"It doesn't mean it came from 
Mars," he savs. 

Like iei"ler. Geremia won ' t 
speculate. 

'' \"''hat you have is a very credible 
witness seeing the classic," he says. 
"I w111 wnte up a report and send it 
down to Texas .·· 

He is sure of the object's unknown 
quality . He speculates no further than 
that. 

ThreE: days after I mentioned that a letter 
writer told me be bad seen an unidentified 
Oying object at Lake Nasworthy, I received 
letters from three other people who said 
they bad seen UFOs as well. I don't know 
why. For some reason, they decided I 
should be told. Maybe they just figured I 
should be the one to accumulate this kind of 
information. 

I wish they hadn't written to me. I've 
been thin.ting about the letters for 10 days 
now, and it's all pretty disconcerting. 

Jack 
Cowan 

the reported UFO sigiiUngs bave turned out 
to be perfecUy explainable objects, like 
weather balloons or so111ething. 

joker. That leaves just the other two op­
tions. What really got me about the letters, 
though, was that, just u the first writer 
had done, a housewife who reported seeing 
a UFO two weeks ago drew a picture of 
what abe saw. The space ship (or whatever 
you call it) that 1he sketched bad an 
emblem on the aide- a diamond shape, not 
completely closed on one aide, with a dot in 
the middle and two lines protruding out­
ward on opposite sides. 

"When you have a device 50 feet 
overhead and it doesn ' t make a sound 
- I don 't know of any propulsion 
system we have that can do that, " he 
says. "You can only think you've seen 
a UFO ... 

Once the report is at MUFON head­
quarters. Geremia's job is done. Like 
every state in the MUFON network, 
and every state investigator, all he 
has is words on paper. 

I don't believe in UFOs, but I don't not 
believe in them, either. I'm just not sure 
about them, and I'd just 11 soon not have to 
make up my mind until one lands in my 
backyard. 

The way I figure lt, there are four 
reasons people might report UFO 
sigbtiags: 

(4) They really did see one. 
It's the possibility that the people who 

wrote the letters m tgbt be in that last group 
that prevents me from setting out here to 
have great fun at their expense. 

One of the writers was a retired Air 
Force colonel - a pilot for 20 years, be 
claimed - who said he recenUy saw a 
"squadron of glowinJ unidentified Oying 
space ships. I say space ships because they 
didn't have wings, nor did they have 
engines ... I get chill bumps when I even 
think about it. You may make jokes about 
me, but I would be watching the sky more 
often lf I were you." 

Now that ordinarily would qualify as 
your basic ho-bum-another-nutso meuage 
except that, a couple of days ago, when I 
was comparing all the letters, I noticed that 
another writer bad drawn that same 
emblem at the bottom of her note. So I pull· 
ed out the first letter I received, and lds 
space ship bad similar markings. 

(1) They're playing a joke on everybody. 
Bmmmm, doel anyone else bear that 

Twutght Zone music? 

"After it's all over, what do you 
have? You don't have a photo, you 
have data." he says. "You don't have 
something to grab hold of and show 
people." 
Tt~ere is no way to prove or 

disprove the truth of what Zeller saw. 

Tbey know that reportlnl a UFO will create 
interest, and what better way to do that 
than to sucker a newspaper columnist in on 
the deal? 

(2) They have some mental problems. 
Let's face lt, some folks don't have all the 
dota on their dominoes. They're on a dif· 
ferent plane than the rest of us, so they see 
thine a a little differently. 

I have noticed mytelf watching the sky 
more lately. 

With three people describing the aame 
thing, it's pretty clear they're not crazy. So, 
are these people trying to put one over on 
me? U so, I will be nry bot. Did someone 
put one over on them, intentionally or not! 
If 10, tbey probably will be nry embar· 
raiSed. 

" You're left with nothing more 
than the word of the people who have 
seen it," Geremia says. "The only 
way to shoot down his story is to shoot 
down the reputation of the officer, 
and he has an excellent reputation in 
the community .'' 

(3) They're honestly mt.taken. Most of 
U the IUY really wu a colonel in the Air 

Force, be probably fan't a crackpot or a 

Did they really see a UFO? U so ... uh, 
have I ever mentioned bow much I admire 
folks from outer l)tace ... ? 

So the Zeller case, like countless 
other UFO sightings, remains a 
mystery. 

And Geremia sticks to the facts, 
just the facts . 

"There's plenty of other people that 
are willing to speculate," he says. "I 
think that 's a little premature." 

N _.. Hynek gathers 1,000 UFO 
~encounters of 'best' kind 

By Phillip J. O'Connor 
~ J . Allen Hynek, perhaps the na· 
t1S t ion's premier UFO enthusiast and 
~ the man who coined the phrase 
.c "close encounter of the third kind," 
u is at it again. 

Hynek, who last year moved his 
til Center for UFO Research from Ev­
~H anston to Scottadale, Ariz., current­
E-o ly is feeding into a computer infor-
1 mation on 1,000 of the "most 
S unique" sightings of unidentified 
til flying objects. 

Hynek, who turned 75 on May 1, 
said he gleaned the 1,000 most 
interesting cases from hia catalog of 
80,000 UFO sightings, compiled 
over 37 years, an4 plans to w;e the 
data to try to win more respect for 
UFO research. 

He said in an interview he plans 
to write a report on the 1,000 "very 
best" sighting& and present it to 
the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. And he 

UFO scare in 
Wetmore area 

~ State police at Kane St-ation 
u received "several complaints" last 

night from people who said their 
~ houses had been buzzed by a 
~ helicopter in the Wetmore area, 

near Kane. 
0 Other calls were received by the 
- ·state police last night from people 
..-. who reported seeing unidentified 
1! flying objects <UFOs). 
~ One man told police that when he 

reached his home at Sheffield he 
1 found three hysterical women at his 
~ house who said a UFO had followed 

them from Wetmore to their home. 
cu Police said that a check with 
~ Federal Aviation Administration 

>:: personnel at Bradford Regional 
Airport revealed that a National 
Guard helicopter from Niagara 
Falls, N.Y. was being used for night 
maneuvers in the Kane area and 
apparently "buzzed" houses in the 
Wetmore area. 

hopes his report will be published 
in a scientific journal. 

"You can keep talking in your 
own group (UFO believers], but it 
is like the con­
verted talking 
to the convert­
ed," he said. 
"We need to 
present this in­
formation to 
the scientific 
world, in a ful­
ly acceptable 
scientific man­
ner." 

Asked if he's 
reached any 
conclusions on 
~ source of 
unexplained 
UFOs, Hynek 
was noncommital. 

"I do carry a sort of sdentific 
banner on the subject," he said. "If 
I were to say something (a conclu-

sion], it could be jumped on or 
overemphasized." 

He said there have been few 
interesting UFO sightings in the 
Chicago area or most urban areas. 
"The reallf interesting UFO cases 
are in rura areas, generally at night 
and with relatively few people 
around," he said. "I don't know 
why." 

Hynek, who taught astronomy at 
Northwestern University for 13 
years, housed his UFO research 
carter in a few rooms in his Evan· 
etlon home before moving to Ari­
zona, where it is located in a town 
houte •parate from his home. 

Hynek built up a cadre of Chica­
go-area volunteers and was reluc­
tant 1o phase out their operations. 
An• tct before he left here, he 
opened a Center for UFO Studies 
in Glenview, headed by Sherman 
Larsen, who is retired. 

The Glenview center rublishes a 
$20-a-,ear lnternationa UFO Re· 

porter and Hynek flies here every 
two months to meet with its board. 

He said he moved to Arizona 
primarily because he came up with 
a wealthy benefactor, who divides 
his time between Arizona and Brit­
ain. 

Hynek, always strapped for re­
search money while living in Evan­
ston, declined to identify the bene­
factor or say how much money he's 
provided. 

Before moving to Arizona, Hynek 
said he wanted $2 million for UFO 
research. 

He said the new computer data 
will be valuable in makin~ compari­
sons as future UFO sightings are 
reported. 

A re~ired physicist, Willy Smith 
of Orlando, Fla., and Smith's wife, 
Terry, an AT&T computer pro· 
grammer, are assisting in compiling 
computer data. Hynek's wife, Mir· 
riam, also aids in his research. 

TIMES, Seattle, WA- May 27, 1985 

UFO mystery solved - it was 
a submarine testing missiles 

LOS ANGELES (UPI)- Two brilliant streaks of 
light that prompted curious stargazers from Phoenix 
to San Francisco to call authonties were probably 
test missiles, a Navy spokesman said yesterday. 

The streaks, which one witness said "looked like a 
bizarre kind of comet ," confounded observers after 
officials at Vandenberg Air Force Base, 170 miles 
north of Los Angeles, den ied reports that two 
unarmed m1ssiles had been launched from the base 
shortly after 9 p.m . Saturday. 

A Federal Aviation Administration spokesman 
said the regional officer was notified by the Air 
Traffic Control facility in Palmdale that Vandenberg 
had reported it would launch two test missiles 
Saturday night. 

The report was denied by Air Force offic ia ls. but 
the mystery apparently was solved yesterday when 
the Navy said a submarine had conducted a m issile­
firing exercise off the Southern California coast at 
about the same time Saturday "to verify its missile 
system's effectiveness." 

"Such exercises are conducted periodically and 
are considered routine, " said Lt. Cmdr. Don Lewis. 
spokesman for the Navy's Pacific Missile Test Center 
at Point Mugu, 60 miles north of Los Angeles . 

"The details of such operations are dassified . But 
due to atmospheric conditions, it is conceivable that 
the finng could have been witnessed from the West 
Coast ." 

Hallen said the first of manv calls to the FAA 
office came at 9:18 p.m. Asked if that missile test in~ 
may have prompted the calls. Lewis answered, " Yes. 
we' re assuming that's what everybody saw, and it fits 
in when we had our testing." 

Hallen said people from as far away as Phoenix 
and Tuscon, Ariz ., inquired abollt the lights, described 
as two whitish-blue streaks with tra iling tails 
resembling those of comets. 

A Los Angeles resident said the flash "looked like 
a bizarre kind of comet, but almost nebulous ... 
Then you could see the bum of two rockets ." 
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LOOKING BACK 
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~ WOW I FLYING SA:UCERS ARE FLYING EVERYWH.EREI 
~ 

fz.t i l:;iio':~~~~lj!lll!l.~ . 
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THI FliNCH CAMUOONS-A 
.. "UUWANr' oaJICT SHAPID 

UKI A MUSHIOOM IIP.OITID 
HOVDING AT 1,100 HIT 

AIGINTINA-THIII MOTORISTS 
IN IUENOS AlliS TOlD OP. A 

WMINOUS CIAFT WHICH HUNG 
. MOTIONLUS, THIN 1051 
V~lnCALLY AT RIMINDOUS 

SI'IID, TllAIUNG A STIEAM OF 
FLAMES AND MAICING NO NOISI 

IGYPT~N ALIXANDIIA SIVIIAL 
HUNDIID WITNUSIS TOLD Of A 

LUMINOUS OSJICT WHICH CHANGID 
FIOM lilt TO OIANGI AS IT 
STIEAICID THIOUGH THE SICY 

MA' LOCATES the .. ftyin& saucer'" •eports which pOured into news offices recently, all In a 2._hour· period. 
Strangely, even weirdly, they're all from outside the United States. The questiQD is, are they •somethinc"' 
or is it just a fever that has spread from the "tlyirul saucer'' epida:Nc .in ~ ~Cetm'Al R:ru.) 

. . ' 

1
/ TELL YOU I SAW ONE ... ' 

Flying Saucers Again 
The Deseret News and law 

enforcement agencies were 
deluged with calls Friday 
ni~ht and early Saturday about 
unidentified objects seen over 
southeast Salt Lake City Fri· 
day about 3:JO p.m. 

An unidentified woman said 
she saw the objects as she 
was doing her laundry. 

Her description was essen­
tially the same as that given 
by several other observers: 
"They were white and disc­
shaped." 

She said she watched them 
through binoculars as they 
flew out of sight beyond Mt. 
Olympus. 

''I didn't know what to 
think when I looked into the 
binoculars," said Thomas Mc­
~lland, 14-year-old son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Kent C. McLel­
land, 3062-1640 East. 

2 OF THEM 

"Frankly, I was scared. 
There were two of them and 
they definitely looked like 
saucers, with the bottoms 
rounded and the tops not so 
rounded. 

"I saw them fly north and 
east and follow the contour of 
Mt. Olympus until they dis­
appeared into the trees." He 
said he kept watching the area 
but they had not reappeared 
by 4:40p.m. 

Lee Sjoblom, 12, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Paul Sjoblom, 2992 
Middleton Way, also described 
the objects as "white and disC· 
shaped." They rendezvoused 
over Mt. Olympus and Mill­
creek Canyon area, ·he said. 

SOME DIFFER 
A few descriptions differed 

from the majority. 

One woman, a resident of 
the east bench, said "one was 
orangish-red and one silver. 
Both were shaped like eggs." 

One boy said there w.-.s only 
one object and it was round· 

Thomas Mclelland 
• • • I was scared 

shaped with a dome on top, 
.while Leon Ottley, 15, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Eldon E. Ottley, 
2644 E. 3120 South, saw the 
object as "a platform with 
four boxes on it. It was white 

or silver and was In the vicin­
ity of Mt. Olympus." 

His brother, however, de­
scribed the object as "three 
balloons clumped together." 

The Feder a 1 Aviation 
Agency, when asked about the 
sightings by The Deseret 
News, said: 

"We're discounting the re­
ports. None of our towers spot­
ted anything and no weather 
balloons were up at that 
time," a spokesman said. 

GAS BALLOONS-! 
• 'Of course there is the pos­

sibility that a gas station or 
some other business has re­
leased some gas-filled bal­
loons," he suggested. 

Whatever the objects were, 
balloons or inter-stellar bug­
gies, it's plain that old flying . 
saucer reports never die, they 
just fade away - and then 
come back again. 

As Julia Tennant, 11, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Max 
Tennant, 3065-1640 East, said : 

"It seemed to fade away and 
come back, fade away and 
come back. I never saw any­
thing like it." 

Now THAT most people can 
believe. 
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UFO Over New Haven? 

~11'1t PaclflGle ·ftlccltelil. -1, .. 
Cioseup from a photo taken Oct. 1 about 4:30 p.m. by Pasquale Riccitelli from his home 

A 20-year old New Havener offers his own 
proof of the existence of flying saucers . 

Pasquale Riccitell i of 315 Prospect Ave., on 
employe of Sargent and Co., said that on Oct . 1 ot 
about 4:30 p.m. he was taking pictures of his wife 
and children when "something strange" caught 
his eye. 

"I wasn't sure what it was-a plane or some­
thing. I took a couple pictures of · it os it moved 
closer. At first it seemed to be over the airport. 

When it -came neare-r, I was pretty sure it wasn't 
a plane. · 
, "It all ~oppened so quickfy though/' he said. 

I hod a frJend -of mine develop -the film for me 
ond what it showed was amozfflg. Both of the 
prctures were token from my boc:k. porch in e1 mat­
ter of seconds. 

"An airport official I showed them to ·later 
said they were the best saucer shots he'd ever seen." 

eutem ab -fi"DDD Grand 1 .... 
Strange OfJje1t. Flying Fireball Eyed 

.. Frida!' mornin«~ u - JuMar.l after a 1'-Uh ot repen. 
fll 

fll nranre li«ht. slrhted in • Toronto- (AP)-The ground N , Sigltted Over ~ ~ ,...... . observer corps of the Royal z sk7 DeUa-Cedaredre area to the 
......, 11"'1 1 Canadian Air Force for the last ·o ; · Grand Junction southeast. 

& ~ month has been tracking a z u The d a,. ll r h t report' wu H 
aS .. mysterious flying object and < .. .. GRAND JUNCTION, Octo 18 turned in b7 an 111lWmUS.. 

!a ..-t has orders to keep close watch E-4 ... 
~ cu 

,...... 
(UPI) - Fl7lq saucen appar- man who called radlo-telntsloa 

~ 
1 
N on it. Chief Observer Herb ~ 

N staUon KBEX here, Mn. JWa 

"g ~ Harrison for the suburban Don §! 1 entlJ' . were eD clay and DJ&ht Blaek. a member ot the lieD cu ., 
H ~ Mills area says: "It's like a A ~ ' shin~ on the Westem Slope Frl- County Dlstriet Ne. 1 • e h e •I 

- ~ ball of fire. It keeps shifting ~ 0 day. board and Charle7 Etbab11111, a 

~ from north to east to west to u Three persons reported see- Grand Junetioa pbarmael& 

south. We have no idea whlil 
0 m. atranre, white, eoae-.-.. Mn. Blad: said she wu .W-

E-4 ~ 
fll it ia. .. objeeta boverlnr In 'he lfttla· 

IDa' her ear when she ....._. 
the two objeeta to the 1 • .. 7 



Man Bites Dogma 

Fish and Widgets • 1n the Sky 
By EVERT CLARK 

M. K. Jessup, who has done almost everything but fly a saucer, has written a book 
~ called "The Case for the UFO's'' (unidentified flying objects). It says that intelli­
u gence exists in space-probably in a "gravitational neutral" between here and the moon. 
&1'\ "I'm a little disappointed in 
~ it," he said. "The publisher cut 
.-t out a large hunk of it. I had a 

great amount of substantiating 
data . 

.c: "I wanted to really hit this hard 
u enough to strike a major blow." 
_ti Mr. Jessup, who lives at 5712 N. 
~ 26th-st in Arlington, i!t an exporter 

here. He also claims experience in 
electronics, engineering, exploring, 

0 astronomy, agriculture, administra­
~ tion, teaching, photography and a 

few other fields. 
'GOD KNOWS' 
"God lmows what I am or what 

I do," he said. "I! you can figure 
it out I'll take your word for it." 

One 1hing he is not is "a fanatic 
flying saucer supporter," he said. 
He has never seen a saucer or even 
a man who's seen one. 

He did have a neighbor who saw 
something while driving thru Flori­

~ da. But the neig}lbor never was too 
,.... sure ... 
til Mr. Jessup doesn't even read "pop­
~ ular science fiction stuff" anymore. 
H TOO .SILLY 

&1 
> 
J1l 

"I quit," he said. "It degenerated. 
It got too silly." 

He is, however, a Fortian-a de­
votee ot the writings of the late 
Charles Fort, who collected news­
paper and magazine accounts of un­
explained phenomena (strange lights 
in the sky, "rainfalls of lizards, 
worms, frogs and chunks ot ice 
etc.)." 

Some readers o1. Fort have 
thought they heard him guffawing 
in his sleeve. 11. Fort guffawed, 
Jessup, didn't hear it. 

PAST UFO's 
He quotes liberally from Fort, . 

limiting his study of UFO's almost 
entirely to those ot past centuries 
(exception: disappearing planes and 
passengers.) 

"I think lite exists IN space and 
not on the planets," Mr. Jessup said. 
"I've tried to make a distinction 
between lite as we know it, and in­
telligence. 

"I think they live in their gadgets 
out there in God knows what forms 
-navigatable widgets. Two types, 
generally - solid structures and 
cloud-li){e or nebulous types with no 
definite 1.orm, possibly transparent. 
We have seen both kinds in our 
day. 

''I have stuck my neck out and 

M. K. JESSUP 

said the structural types are in­
habited by some kind of being and 
the nebulous things MAY be the 
beings." 

NO DOG)IA 
He volunteered that that might 

seem "far-fetched," and "as I said, 
you shouldn't be dogmatic." 

Mr. Jessup relaxes that rule a 
little in the book itself and comes 
to some conclusions: 

• "A vast number of hitherto un­
explained phenomena are readily ac­
counted for by admitting that they 
result from intelligent action on the 
part of beings living in space in 
navigable contrivances." (Fish and 
frog rainfalls might come from 
"dumping of vast hydroponic tanks 
in space.") 

• "Russia may well have captured 
a. UFO and be developing the re­
sources gained therefrom . . ." 

• Space occupants may have 
come from farther out tn the uni­
verse, or have been "blown off this 
planet by erratic Muvian scientists 
when they erred in their explosions 
of hydrogen" back in the pre-historic 
days of Earth. 

"This should be taken as an in­
t:-oduction to the subject of UFO's," 
Mr. Jessup said, "rather than a final 
dissertation-a basis on which to 
study the modern sightings. 

"I think I'll have one or two more 
books such as this before I take up 
the modern ones." 
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Anglers nearly trampled to death 

Yorkshire Post Correspondent 
A MYSTERY aerial ObjOQt, 

thought to be a flying 
saucer, has been seen by !our 
anglers on a night fishing trip 
in Somerset. .. It was weird 
and !righ tening," said one ot 
them yesterday. 

The men narrowiy escaped betncr 
tra:r.pled to death by a herd or 50 
cows terri!1ed by the object. •· It was 
Ulr.e all pandemonium let loose and 
we hid behind a car ln case the cows 
swept. us Into the water,'' 
commented Mr. Jim Sharman. 

It h a ppen-ed soon a!ter m1d·night as 
the party were nshlng the King 
Sedgt:>moor Dra~n. Bridgwater, Mr . 
Sharman, 21, a coal merchant. o! 
Je!!cock-Rd.; She!!ield, said they 
first noticed something unusual 
when they saw a redl1ght approa.ch· 
lng up the d-rain. 

.. It was just llke the red 11ght on an 
a1rcra!t and a.s 1t got nearer it w&.& 
60 bright 1t l1t up th~ bank and 
•urrou:ndUlg !lelda. The Ugh t 

'l.l\t10tod '-0 'Lhe r.nr abou~ 12tt: 
away and when 1t got overhead 1t 
hovered. !lashing on and ort . 

' BRIGHT LIGHT • 
The an ... lers sbone two spotlights 

towards the ot:>je-ct but the light 
waa ao bright tl'1ey could not see 
where it .was comln:; !rom~ "It 
became so brtgh t that the cows 
started making a heck o! a noue 
anc; chased round the !leld.'· 

Attel' about 15 mlnutes the object 
suddenly tcce1c~tted quickly and 
z;uon dlsappcarc<J. '"There was no 
souad and we don't know whethl'r 
1t wa~ il flying 1aucer, space ship 
or a secret craft from a ncar-by air­
fleltl. 

A spolr.esman at Bridgwater Poli ~:e 
Hea.dquart.ers said : "We have not 
heard ot any more cases like thU.. 
It is a complete mystery:· The 
others in the party were Mr. Walt 
Depledge. 21, of Shirland-Lane. 
Sheffield. and two men from 
Accrington. 

8 
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By JOHN A. GILES logy in which aircraft of unusual 
The Air Force announc_ed last configuration and fiight charac­

night that it had found no evi- terlstics wlll begin to appear," 
cltnc~ of "fiying saucers" during he added. "The Air Force and 
an eight-year study of such re- . 
ports but warned that new air- the other armed services have 
craft soon to appear could give under development several ver­
the "illusion" of saucers. tical-rising, high performance 

Atr Secretary Quarles warned aircraft, and as early as last year MAYBE SO-The Air Force says there haven't been any flying saucers, but it 
in issuing the announcement a propeller driven vertical-rising didn't promise there won't be. This is an artist's conception of a vertical rising, 
that ··r think we l'I_lust recognize aircraft was fiown. disc-shaped aircraft which could result from a project under development for the 
that other countnes also have 

1 
"The Air Force will fly the Air Force by AVRO, Ltd., of Canada.-U. S. Air Force Ehoto. 

the capabil1ty of developing ver- first jet-propelled vertical-rising - .. --
tical-rising aircr~ft, P~;haps of airplane in a matter of days." give the illusion of the so-called explained. "A detailed descrip- astronomical phenomena. Twen-
unconventlonal s apes. A d Spokesmen said this craft, flying saucer." tion of this phase of the study ty per cent were placed in a 

"However we are satisue at f t db R A · ·t th f 1 tt t t . . h' f th i ht manu ac ure Y yan eronau- The secretary then promised: s resses e care u a emp o general category _ things _ as 
this time t at no~e ~ e s g ~ tical Corp. of San Diego, Calif., "The Department of Defense maintain complete objectivity . 
lngs oJ s~-call~d fiymg saucers has been standing by at Edwards will make every effort within and consistency. birds, mirages and windblown 
report~~ ~n this country wa~ ~~ Air Fo~ce Base in California, fm· bounds of security to keep the ''Analysis of the refined and paper. In .seven ~er ce~t of ~he 
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fact ancraft of foreign origm, some time bli . f d f th d 1 1 t d d t d .· d cases there was msufflcient m-
he added. · · pu c 1rt orme o ese eve ~ eva ua e a a etive ... con- formation on which to base a 

The eport emphasized that Mr. Quarles then went on to OJ?ments so they can be recog- sisted of (1) a aystemat~c. at- report. 
r 1 k call attention to an Air Force mzed !or what they are." tempt to ferret out any distmg-

there has been a complete acal contract with AVRO Ltd., of The report itself stated that uishing characteristics ... <2> a ·:Insofar as the reported aerial 
of any valid evidence of physic Canada, · "which could result in "although there was no evidence study of any trend or pattern obJ~Cts which still rem~in ~nex­
matter in any c~se of a reported a disc·shaped aircraft somewhat that the unexplained reports of and <3> an attempt to determine plai~ed are c.?ncerned, the re­
unidentified aenal o.bject. _ similar to the popular concept or unidentified objects ~.:onstituted a the probablity that any of the ~ort sta~ed, there exists Uttle 

A spokesman said the 316 fi · " threat to the security of the unknowns represent observations mformatiOn other than the im-
page ."Analysis.of Reports ~fUn- a .. ~~1 saucer. f th United States the Air Force de- or technological developments pre~sions and interpretations of 
identified Aerial Objects was e some o ese may . • t k t thi t , ' t their observers 
released to prevent popular ap- take novel form, such as the termmed that all reports of un- ~~id nown o s coun ry, 1 "As these impressions and in-
prehension of weird-shaped, AVRO project, they ~re direct- identified aerial obJects should · terpretations have been replaced 
fast-fiying planes. There was no Une descendants of convention- be tnve.stigat~d and evaluat;e~ to Similarities Revealed by the use of improved methods 
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~dvance notice of the release. al aircraft and should not be re- determme if fiying . saucers 1 ep~ The first step revealed certain of investigation and reporting, 
ThHewasM~P~Mtioo~~ep~~~~~~n~m~mm~-re~n~d ~~n~~~~ d"~~~p~rent ~m~rtti~ b~w~n~d ~ ~~~~ w~~~ ~e•----------------------------• 
suddenness with which i~ was terious," Mr. Quarles continued ments .~ot k n ° w n to this cases of objects definitely 1dent1- number of unexplained cases has present- day scientific knowl-
atven to reporters. liitherto se- ''We expect to develop airplanes country. d and those not identified, the decreased toward the vanishing edge." 
cret, tt was dated last May 5. that will fiy faster, higher and . It then went on to say that. in report said. But study showed point. The big report was replete with 

Reporting and investigating perhaps farther than present de- general, the original data con· these similarities were not signi- "Therefore, on the basis of drawings of objects reported and 
procedures have improved so signs, but they will obey natural sisted of "impressions and inter- 1ficant. this evaluation of the informa- tabulations of the frequency and 
greatly, the report stated, that pretations of apparently unex- The report said that during tlon, it is considered to be highiy percentage distributions of char­
it was possible to make posltive laws and if manned, they will plainable events and seldom con- the first months o! this year, improbable that reports of un- acteristics. It contained various 
identification of all but 3 per be manned by normal terrestrial tained reliable measurements of when only three per cent could identified aerial objects examined cornpartaons of the data sub-
cent of the 131 objects siah~d airmen. physical attributes." not be identified, 26 per cent in this study represent observa- mitted by individual, such as 
by individuals during the first Redu Run ay Thus, "a major limitation to were found to be balloons, 21 per tions of technological develop- color, speed, shap and duration 
:five months o! this year. Nine ,. ces ""! the drawing of significant con- J;eent aircraft and 23 per cent ments outside of the range of of sightings. 
per cent of the 854 reported Other than reducmg runway elusions," was presented but did 
sighted during 1953-4 could not requirem~n~s we do not expect not invalidate the application of 
be identified. vertical-nsmg aircraft to have scientific methods of study, it 

"I feel certain that even the more outstanding military char- said. · 
1Blknown 3 per cent could have acteristics than conventional i The ·reports were reduced to 
been explained as conventional types," he declared. punched-card abstracts of the 
phenomena or illusions 1f more "Vertical-rising aircraft capa- data. 
complete observational data had ble of transition to supersonic ''Evaluation ... consisted of 
been available," Mr. Quarles said. horizontal fiight will be a new an appraisal of the report~ and 

"HoweYer, we are now enter- phenomenon in our skies and the subject categorization ul the 
lhg a period of aviation technol- under certain conditions cpula object or objac.~ desc•10Ject,'• it 
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D ON Wednesday rYrn-
e5 in& I wmt chub fiShin& 

aDd ba•ine nobbled a bi& 

~ ~::~~~t~r:i:: d:It~~ ::~ 
0\ other. But, as so oftrn hap­
~ pros, the rYmine was 

• mfmorablr for mtinly dif-

~ fu:,n~:;:r;:·dark for o•er 
.t: an hour whrn I realised the 
~ watfr was "dnd." 

~ '~~ Banksidf acthity was non­
::£ nistfnl; um the nts had 
1 not pul in an appnnDCe. 

-c ADd, as I discoure4 yrars 
~ aao,if the nts arr 110t ac­
~ tivr, tlw fasb an rqually 
tiO donaant. 
~ Suddfnly "it" apprarfd. 
~ AI first I thou&llt it was a 

.. plaM approachiiiJ Mt as it 
"C eot closer I reaJisH it was 
~ somrthin& rlw. Thn, fairly 

'+-4 dow to tlw lf'CIUIM, it 
~ stoppfd, its Iicht lilt-. I 

was lookia& at a UFO . . . 
..; For o¥tr half aa hour it 
H rrmaitwd then, tllnl slowly 
~ driftfd C.rther away, its 

Iicht IIOW Yn)' ... dim­
mfr. Fi•r minutn later, aow 
1110n dista11t, it naJIPfarfd, 
lui'IM'd up its li&llts, dimmfd 
them, aDd thnl slowly disap­
prarfd into the dislancr 

Tra minutn later 1 waa 
011 my way holM: ...,lift' 
w- was OYer. 
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0 

(.!) A close ­
encounter 
of the 

: Ashbourne 
~ 

-c kind ; 
~ by Peter Oldham 
~ A DRAMATIC UFO 
w sighting could help 
» solve one of 

.&J Derbyshire's strangest 
~ close encounters. 

Q In the latest incident a 
motorist claims he and his son 

:X: were chased through dark 
~(.!) country lanes by a high-speed 
p:: saucer-shaped object. 
trJ Now a leading East Midlands 

~ ~!!~r.:~rn~~i=~~t!t:~ 
f-4 latest terrifying Incident and 
(.!) the mysterious "Ash bourne 
z Event" of 1980. 
H On that occasion there were 
~ several sightings of an object 
~ similar to the latest one. which 
- happened in the evening of 

April21 near Warsop. close to 
the Derbyshire-Notts border. 

A 30-year-old welder and his 
nine-year-old son were driving 
at Warsop Vale when they 
spotted lights in the sky. 

"I thought it was a star at 
first. then it started following 
us," said the man, who does 
not want to be named. 

"It really put the wind up me 
-I was trying to get out of the 
road because it scared me so 
much." 

"I was doing at least 70 or 10 
mph to get out of the way. but I 
couldn't. I looked up through 
the glass sunroof and It came 
directly overhead." 

The object. described as 
saucer-shaped. with two 
"headlights" and a dozen other 
lights. eventually moved off. 

"There was no way it was an 
aeroplane," said the man. "It 
was about 500 feet across and 
it made no noise." 

"I know it was something 
that was not natural." 

Mrs Syd Henley. investiga­
tion co-ordinator of the 
Nottingham UFO Investigation 
Society, which researched the 
Ashbourne sightings. said: "It 
certainly sounds interesting 
and we are going to follow it." 

FOREIGN NEWS 

l 'We're 
~ • 
p:: In 
u 

1.1"\ touch 00 
0\ 
~ 

00 Mth ~ 

~ 
orl a UFO' ... 
~ 

., HAVE you ever seen a UFO • 
~ .. or wondered if the mysteri­
~ ous objects really exist? 
~ Either way you might be 

r:zl interested in BAORG, A 
local group dedicated to the 

~ study of objects from outer 
._. space. 
~ The British Astronomy 
tn Operational Group, to give it 

its full name, says it has its 
~ headquarters in Ashtead and 
P:: about 25 regular members. 
w Publicity officer Caroline 
:z: Jaffe said: "We have very 
9 sophisticated radio monitor­
r;J ing equipment and we pick 
t; up signals from nonnally un­
~ used frequencies. 
P=l .. We keep picking up musi-

cal tones which can be con­
verted into a set of co-ordi­
nates giving a specific lo­
cation." 

Vigil 

"This spot is at the top of a 
hill on Epsom Downs and. 
we have kept watch on the 
site and seen one UFO land. 

"A second object crashed 
to die ground half a mile 
from the fll'St site, causing ex­
tensive damage to the sur­
rounding areas. Indications 
are that the second craft was 
much smaller than the first," 
she said . 

.. Since that date the signals 
have grown weaker each day 
as if the source is moving 
away at a high velocity. 

.. We have been receiving 
several different sets of co-or­
dinates in radio trans­
missions, which may suggest 
we are due for a multitude 
landing in future," she said. 

The .. director of investi­
gations" of BAORG - who 
did not wish his name to be 
revealed - said: "We started 
up in 1983 as a local group to 
monitor UFOs. We crossed 
that path of the Ministry of 
Defence that year and were 
closed down. 

"Although we have never 
officially re-opened, we have, 
in fact, been quite busy. 

"We are finnly convinced 
that the signals we have been 
getting are from a UFO be­
cause they are being trasmit­
tcd on a frequency - 5~ 
megaphertz - which is not 
used by civilian or military 
traffic." 

In Whitehall a spokesman 
for the Defence Department 
said: "We have no record of 
any contact with this organis­
ation and we certainly 
haven't closed them down." 

Back in Ewell Mr Mike 
Goldwater, of the local As­
tronomical Society, said: .. We 
are scepticl about the ques­
tion of UFOs and it is not an 
area we have much to do 
with. 

"If people want to make a 
study of this subject, that is 
entirely a matter for them." 

i Brighf) 
~ .lig~t·:<, : · 
:P.IIzZI. , 
~ ~Ai' ·W-:l~ '~~ 

.. ttd liAht .-hie h. · ~. 

:_;::ce:.,~t 
~ ~am•nd ..... f ··· w ... ~ . •. ~'-Y •nd.. ~-
1 body - ~ ? .· · ~ ; 
c.s lnvtldi~aaor.· lot T .. -
'E mania •s Unt.-~n.tiiled 
~ Flying Obj~ . Centn 
co Mr. Keith~ R*rta• ·.r 
CIS hoMrt, wGadd like to 

f-4 ~r from anyone wilh 
~ aa·answer. to : ~tthct w 
... bOth CIU,.iollll• 
;! The nian who· milde 
o the rt'pori said he Y.• = rro.;, hiS htdrOOIII ........ 
• dow illr~ •bitt liJ:hts, 
~ ~lk~ big staril,' tdovin& 

~ er:r11~ally. ln. . I be eas.··• ~· : ern , ... y. ' . 
{/.) OM hnded ileirlll 
< aiRI vanisHed; ttie othtr 
f-4 lnO\'~d west a~ dlsa~ 
>-- peart'd; and tM · Udrd 
~ beaded straight ror: the s hollq or the .-ltness. 
tn It came iq at trH-top 

~Yd Rrowilll bluer ~ 
size and cbaRRint ~ 
our to rtd, stopplna 
wilhill 200 metres ot 
the ,;lndow. . . .· 

The light radiated a 
reddhh glow over l\lrta· 
iture In the bedroolll 
and stayed there for 
rive. mlnutd. 

Mr Rk:hatds said In~ 
vesUgaUonJJ.indlcaNd It 
was·not a plane, it wu· 
Rot the planet Venus. 
nor wa!i it a satellte. 

EV~ING PRESS, Dublin, Ireland 
April 24, 1985 CR: T. Good 

Plugging 
into 
things 
you can't 
explain 
OWEN McQUAIL is a man well used to 
supernatural happenings. He was born and 
raised in a haunted house where two 
servant girls were reputed to have been 
murdered in the last century. 

Unexplained footsteps on the stairs and 
crashing pots and pans in the night were 
common sounds that he grew up with. 

"I accepted the sounds without fear , 
but often wondered what caused them," 
says Owen, 

He read his first book on the super­
natural at the age of 12. And since then 
he has collected a small library of books 
on t.he subject. 

"The supernatural," says Owen, " is 
simply the unexplained. What was called 
the supernatural in the past can often be 
easily explained today." 

TIMES, Oxford, England 
March 22, 1985 CR: T. Good 

F amily 
spots 
UFO 

A UFO emitting rays of 
green and red light was re­
ported near an Oxfordshire 
village last week . 

se:.!'l:. s~~ntt~ l~g:J~:Oei~ 
the north of the county on 
Thursday night. 

va1:netiaWahers farnilios~~ 
Bletchingdon, claim the 
lights appeared at 7 p.m. 
and disappeared once, 
before shimng in a different 
part of the sky until 8.30 
p.m. 

The family says that at 
one staae the lights emitted 
star-like rays in green and 
red. 

Lorry driver Mr Alan 
Walters, 48, said: "The 
lights were very low in the 
sky and stood still for most 
of the time . 

"There were green and 
~ed raya intermittently com­
ma OUI of them before they 
petered out and re-ap­
peared in the sky 
elsewhere ." 

He said: "I am very scep­
tical about UFOs but this 
:r~fi.?,Ot any type of air-

The curious sight was also 
witneued by Mr Walters' 
wife Sue, 41, and his IS­
year-old son Michael. 

Police at Woodstock saw 
similar lights but dismissed 
them aa a helicopter. 

A spokesman at JGdling­
ton police HQ said the 
lights were probably caused 
by atmospheric conditions 
around a star. 

Upper Heyford airbasr 
reported no night flying 
exercises at the time . 

ln 1973 Owen and a few other people 
formed an organisatron called Spectrum. 
For 11 years they ~nvestigated a total of 
5,000 sightings that ranged from little 
green men to giant spaceships. Owen 
recalls one parlicularly clear sighting of a 
UFO by a schoolteacher from Navan . 

"He was driving along a country road 
when he first saw the UFO hovering above 
trees. 

"The underside was shaped like a 
Spanish ga·lleon, and the top was shaped 
like a half melon. There were windows and 
a railings all around it - which is what 

Owen McQuail 

talks to 

Paul Byrne 
gave him the impression of a SpallUb 
galleon," says Owen. 

"It began to follow him and whenner be 
stopped the car , the U.l•'.O. also stopped. When 
he arrived at his destination the object 
continued to hover nearby. 

"Two nuns came on the scene and u all 
three of them stood watching the U.F.O. it 
began to pulsate, until finally it closed in on 
itself and di sappeared. 

''They were th~ very cred ibl'!! witnesses". 
says Owen, "they saw this thing. But at present 
we have no explanation for it " . 

Spectrum gathered so much information on 
supernatural happenin&s, that Owen and an­
other member wrote a book on the subject. 
unfortunately before they could send the manu­
script to a publisher Owen's house went on 
fire. The manuscript and the complete files of 
the organisation were reduced to ashes. 

But Owen has the spirit of the true 
enthus iast and putting aside the past he prefers 
to talk about his present passion. The Electro­
Ma;:nctic-Superspectrum. 

"We live", explains Owen eagerly, "in a 
sea of electro-magnetic energy, ADd these 
energy waves are permeating our bodies all 
lihe time. 

"Maybe, through a greater understanditr. 
of how these waves work we can rationally 
explain some U.F .O.s and hauntini-5 that have 
been hafCJing us. 

"Our psyche is constantly tuning into wave­
lengths that we are not aware of. But we ue 
tOo quick to shrug off the effects of these 
wavelengths with remarks like : 'You must have 
been reading my mind', 'That was an amazing 
coincidence', or '1 was just thinking of you!' 

"At present we are hold ing group talb to 0 
discuss remarks like : I saw red, I was in a I 
black mood, I'm feeling blue. 

"We believe that such remarks may have 
solid origins. We may be actually seeing into 
the superspectru.m, beyond visible lirht". 
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SUN, Vancouver, B.C., Canada- April 30, 1985 CR: J. Magor 

and is presumed dead. The 
search for him was called off Sun-
4ay. 

Before the storm passed Friday, 18 
men had been rescued and 11 boats 
had sent calls for help. Two other 
men, Neil Swan and Pierre McVie, 
are still missing. The Coast Guard 
has recovered one liferaft, but ac­
cording to Vancouver Coast Guard 
spokesman Capt. Dan Wragg, the li­
feraft could have come from any ves­
sel at sea during the storm. 

The Pacific Traveller overturned in 
heavy seas after its steering mecha­
nism jammed. It was the worst storm 
Morrison, a veteran fisherman, has 
ever experienced. Before going over, 
the boat disappeared under waves 
several times, be said. 

"It was screaming out there. It was 
terrible. I bad never seen wave• like 
lbat." 

Morrison put on his survival 1uit 
wben be looked through the side win­
dow of the wheelhouse and saw noth­
ing but green. Egolf had delayed put­
tiDe the bulky suit on, trying unW the 
laat minute to save the boat. 

It cost Egolf his life . He probably 
died within half an hour of abandon­
ing the stout fishing boat, Morrison 
said. 

The Pacific Traveller went under 
when two giant waves pounded over 
it, filling the cockpit. It listed to one 
side and a trolling pole went under, 
dragging the boat over farther. Then 
it began a slow-motion roll onto its 
side, Morrison said . The two men 
abandoned the boat without being 
able to cut loose the dinghy. 

"We hung onto the hull. It was hard. 
I got washed away a couple of times 
and Leonard pulled me back. Then he 
got washed away and I pulled him 
back. 

"I said : 'We are both dead men, 
Leonard. Both of us. The only differ­
ence is maybe you will go a little fas­
ter than me. I'm in a floating body 
bag.' 

"Then a series of three or four 
waves bit us and we both got washed 
away. The next thing I knew I was 40 
feet away from the boat and I was 
alone.' " 

MorriiOD drifted through the long 
Digbt, kiekiDC to stay upright. It was a 

:S Newcastle pollee claimed they were trailed by a UFO. 
tl) 

night of terror be bopea be will never 
experience again. 

"The rain and the apray were com­
ing at me so bard. it felt lib someone 
was sticking pins iD my faee. I am a 
strong swimmer and I am a former 
lifeguard, but I had resigned myself 
to death." 

It was so cold llorrilon swallowed 
water on purpose and urinated in his 
suit. It was the only way he could 
raise his body temperature, he said. 

"It may sound grou, but it kept me 
warm." 

In the middle of the nl&ht, before he 
saw the light, be began seeing boats 
that weren't there. 

"I was having hallucinations. I was 
seeing old wooden boats with fish­
ermen in them. They were calling to 
me to come to them. I kept reaching 
out to them and my arma would go 
through the sides of their boata. It waa 
like they were ghost boata." 

"Then I saw theli&ht that wouldn't 
come near me. It wu either a gboat 
boat or some kind of animal or sea 
life. But I swear it waa real." 

Morrison then aald be prayed that 
he live to see the daWD. 

came. 
"Out of the darkness above 

us. a white light suddenly 
speared down . It made a ring 
around us. as if we were 
standing on a stage . 

" I looked up - and saw the 
weirdest sight of my life . 

" Hovering at about 150m 
was an absolutely immense . 
cigar-shaped craft. with a kind 
of phosporous trail coming from 
its tail end . Around the sides 
were about a dozen square 
windows. 

z Studied by 
>-aliens? 

grogs. Half of us were 
Aborigines and we were out for 
a good night . black and white . 

" I served in the Air Force -
but I'd never seen any aircraft 
like that cigar before. 

"We just crouched there in 
that ring of blinding light . feeling 
like insects under a 
microscope. too shocked to 
move. 
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TWO YOUNG canecutters 
felt like insects under a 
microscope when a strangely · 
shaped aerial craft caught them 

!XI in its brilliant spotlight . 
p: "It happened in 1967 when I 
o was working on a sugar 
!XI plantation near Bundaberg, .. 
j: recalls Jeff Davidson of St 
;:::: George. Old 
p.. "One weekend I drove six of 

the blokes from our barracks to 
the Childers Hotel for a few 

NOTE: The article, "I 
was there" {lJFONS 11188, 
page 11), is fiction, 
according to informat­
ion received from Tim­
othy Good, our supplier 
of British clippings -­
L.F. 

"The night's festivities hadn't 
even started when Basil. a 
young Aborig1nal canecutter . 
came 1n very distressed . He 
said the cops were after him 
and would I drive him home. 

" He looked so worried I 
didn't like to refuse . So we 
drove off together into one of 
the most pitch·black nights I've 
ever known . 

"We arrived at last at the 
Fairymead Sugar Company's 
plantation and I stopped the 

"Then. suddenly . the beam 
went off - and we saw the 
thing, with its windows blazing 
light . hurtling straight up like a 
bat out of hell. 

" I never told any of my mates 
what happened to me that 
night . I knew it was a sure 
recipe for getting sneered at . 
But 1 8 years later . I'm still 
trying to work out what the hell 

"I prayed to God with all my heart 
and ml&ht, and He came throush." 

But wben dawn arrived, Morriaon's 
world waa a uniform foi of white. He 
could not see. He bad DO way of know­
ing where be waa. 

"The salt water bad drawn the 
moisture from my eyea. It' a the same 
as when you brine a fish. The salt 
dries it out. I couldn't see a thing." 

He still has scabs on his eyelids and 
under his eyes from the experience, 
he said, but his vision has returned. 

Morrison said he beard the sound of 
distant aircraft after an indetermi­
nate time of fighting to stay uprisht 
and not being able to see. 

"It was the most incredible feeling. 
You have no idea what it is like to 
think you are saved when you have 
given yourself up for dead. I juat 
couldn't believe it. I was alive." 

He waved frantically but when the 
sound of the engines faded, be thought 
be had oot been spotted. 

Still later be heard a boat whistle 
and voices beckoning to him asaiD. A 
voice urged him to grab bold and be 
felt aometbing solid. It wu a life riDI 
thrown from the Racer. 

that cigar 
ship was ." 
• On my files. there are 
scores of testimonies from 
Australians who have been 
" spotlit" by UFOs. 

A NSW farmer told me how a 
brilliant beam of light followed 
him for kilometres across 
paddocks, while he desperately 
gunned his motorbike to 
escape it . 

A Queensland family, 
holidaying on Fraser Island. 
cowered in their tent for 20 
minutes while a gigantic aerial 
craft swept a laser·like white 
light back and forth across their 
campsite . 

In 1976. Newcastle police 
reported seeing a dazzling 
"pillar of light .·· seemingly 
hundreds of metres high. 
following them on a country 
road . Investigators later said 
they were sure it was a 
spotlight from a UFO. 

Five years ago. again in 
Newcastle. several residents 
reported a UFO glowing in the 
night sky. This time . however. 
it was an April Fool's Day prank. 

Space aliens may have 
landed near Fingal 

by Peter Oldham 
A MASSIVE inquiry has 
been launched by UFO 
investigators following 
the discovery of 
mysterious energy 
emissions around an 
ancient Derbyshire stone 
circle. 

Mystery energy source 
prompts investigations 

Str.mJ:e thinJ..'S have been happt'n­
ing in the Fingal Valley, it Stems. 

Jotr Don lves, a music teacher and 
f!Jrmer bank manager, of Scamandcr, 
saicl yesterday that he saw an uni<kt1· 
ti ficd !lying object while driviu~ 
through the Fingal Valley at 1.45 am 
on w(~ inesJay. 

~1r lvcs satd he saw some type of 
craft, about the size of a small plan€', 
with port-hole type lights of all col· 
ours . 

" It was about half a kilometr~ 
away, down in a gully, and appeared 
to be landing," Mr lves said. 

· " It was drizzling at the time so I 
stopped the car to ensure that it 
wasn't a reflection from my lights­
the !.'raft was makingJJo sound at all. 

" The object then di!'Bppeart'd be· 
low a hill Lut the illumination of its 
l ights could still ~seen," he said. 

Mr lv(•s !<aid he was convinced it 
was not a plane or a helicopter. 

Does he believe that what he saw 
was a craft from outer ~pace? 

"Unless the Civil Aviation pro\·es 
otherwise- yes," Mr lves said. 

"So many of these sightings are in 
secludeJ places and near water . Per­
haps tht•y have to land to take in 
water," Mr lves said. 

A spokesman for the Civil Aviation 
Department said they had not 
received any reports that would coin­
cide with Mr lves' sighting. 

A preliminary research 
programme by the Notting­
ham UFO Investigation 
Society revealed strange 
energy patterns in the Arbor 
Low area (above). 

Now the society has 
mounted an investi~ation at 
historical Derbyshire sites 
near Monyash to see if there 
is a link between the mystery 
force and UFOs. 

The society came across 
the force field when they 
used dowsing rods to search 
the site, known as the Stone­
henge of the North. 

Society president Dr 
Robert Morrell said: "There 
have been traces of what 
you could say were strange 
energy patterns. 

One explanation could be 
that the results were con­
nected with the mineral con­
tent of the rocks. 

Another theory is that 
ancient sites are connected 
by "ley lines" - invisible 
track ways used by UFOs as 
a navigation aid. 

It has even been sug­
gested that Arbor Low is the 
centre of a giant magnetic 
vortex, connected to other 
ancient sites. 

Dr Morrell and his team ·!'"' 
are to search other ancient ' 
sites, such as the Nine :;; 
Ladies stone circle near i oo 
Darley Dale, in a bid to trace 11.11 
any link. 

"Some people do believe I o 
that UFOs have made use of ::0 
lines of energy between the •• 
sites," said Dr Morrell. 1-'J 

"I believe that if UFOs · • 
were evidence of advanced C) 

:~;~~~~~dha~edt~n;!s~~~~ g 
such a primitive means of P. 
navigating." II 

But he pledged to fully 
investigate the matter. 
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SMASHES 
THROUGH 
POLAR ICE 
M ANY NAVAL experts 

are convinced that 
UFOs operate from bases 
deep beneath the ocean . 

The theory received a 
.. dramatic boost during the US 

~ ~a~~~s ~:r:;~::~n Deep Freeze 

til While crew-members aboard z an icebreaker in Admiralty Bay 
watched amazed , an immense 

:>. s ilvery craft smashed upward 
Cll through thick 1ce and hurtled 
.E into the night sky . 
/;; According to the ship's log , 

the 1ce through which the 
~ bullet-shaped object sliced was 
...:1 at least 12m thick . 
P.. Huge blocks of frozen 
~ seawater , hurled high into the 
P.. air. came cascading down 
~ around the exit hole , in which 
H the ocean boiled and spouted 
P.. steam. 

This encounter was only one 
of hundreds reported between 
ships and UFOs in the past 40 
years . 

So many saucers have 
appeared above seas around 
Australia that in 1 966 the US 
Navy sent a Professor 
McDonald here to study them. 
His findings , about "float ing 
reefs" and glowing globes of 
light seen plunging into Bass 
Strait. have never been publicly 
released. 

But the sheer weight of 
evidence suggests that 
something very strange is going 
on beneath Australia's oceans . 
Many sea captains and their 
officers have reported seeing 
gigantic, seemingly alien craft 
near their sh1ps . 
• A typical witness was 
Captain Julian Ardanza of the 
Argentine ship Naviero . While 
sailing off the Brazilian coast . 
he and his crew saw a "huge , 
glowing cigar" on the starboard 
s1de . 

"It made no noise and 
there was no s1gn of 

per•SCO:JP 

railing or superstructure ," said 
Ardanza . "The th1ng fo llowed 
us lor 20 minutes . Then it 
suddenly d1ved - passi ng nght 
beneath us - and vanished 
into the depths . 
• An almost ident ical "ocean 
cigar" was described by Albert 
Robins . a store manager in 
Papua New Guinea. 

While travelling to Vogel 1n a 
small coastal boat . he and his 
five-man crew saw a brilliantly· 
lit object . about 25m long , 
rising silently from the 
water . 

"It terr ified all of us by 
following our boat for four 
minutes ." he reported . "We 
turned two complete c1rcles 
before shaking it off . 

"The object then descended 
into the depths - until 1ts light 
faded and it was gone ." 

Could the solution to the 
fly ing saucer mystery lie in sea 
troughs so deep they 're 
beyond the reach of man? 

We may eventually find out -
when we build submarines 
sophisticated enough to carry 
us down to those sunless . 
mysterious ocean floors . 

TRANSLATIONS 
City and country of incident: Lozere region, france 

Date of incident: April ?, 1985 
Name of paper and date of clip: LE MIDI LIBRE, April 16, 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Herault, France 

~ UFO IN THE LOZERIAN SKY 
~ 

"t:l .; In the northern part of Lozere, near Grandrieu, several people recently 
observed a bright red luminous object in the sky. It was seen at 8:35 

0 P.M. The object was visible for about five seconds. It was seen again 

at 8: 50 for about 15 seconds. 
~ ;a A report was made to the police. At Boniac, the police and the Bresson 
f brothers observed for themselves this slowly flying object, which had 

U red ribs and an octagonal lozenge shape. 
~ 

_;: The police checked with the weather bureau, which stated the object 
~ 
Q! 
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could not have been a weather balloon. 

The police then informed CNRS (the French equivalent of NASA) of the 

incident. An investigation is in progress. 

The first was witnessed during last Wednesday/Thursday night, about 

midnight, by Mrs. Marguerite Marty, 75 years old, living near Agonac. 
She saw in the sky in the direction of Sorges, four luminous circles 
interwoven with each other, somewhat like those that symbolize t he 
Olympic Games. Above them was another c i rcle, which covered the four 

others. This was at medium altitude. 

This strange phenomenon remained visible for quite some time. 
(') 

~ 
The next day, also around midnight, it was Mr. de f ursac, a .59-year-old ~ 
retired person, who saw near his house, above Potence near Sorges, 
also at medium altitude and coming from the north, intermittent lights ;-­

blinking on and off three or four times during the few seconds of observ- btl 

ation. According to Mr. de f ursac, those lights were not from airplanes , ~ 
helicopters, or stars. The lights were moving and disappeared after g-
a few seconds. 

~ 
UFO or something entirely different? No one knows. Those who specialize 1'1 

in these questions are trying to establish the origin of these incidents ~ 
which are of concern to the pop~lation of Sorges. ~ 

t----------------------------------------------------------------------~--
City and country of incident: Lisbon, Portugal 
Date of incident: April 11 (?), 1985 
Name of paper and date of clip: LE COURRIER DE L ' OEUST, April 18, 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Angers, france 

UFO OVER LISBON 

Lisbon - A UFO was seen Thursday evening south-east of Lisbon by many 
people for over an hour. Emitting a very bright light, sometimes a 
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~ 
metallic blue, . sometimes red, the object changed position several times ~ 
before disappearing over the horizon. An air traffic controller at ~ 
Lisbon Airport who saw the phenomenon said he was unable to pick it ~ 
up on radar . 

The airport control tower asked a Portugese internal airliner to change 
its route to try to find out more about the luminous object. The pilot 
flew over south-east Lisbon before landing, but saw nothing abnormal. 
According to the controller, it could have been the space-shuttle Dis­
covery. 

City and country of incident: 
Date of incident: May 6, 1985 
Name of paper and date of clip: 
City and country of newspape r: 

Trieste, Italy 

IL MATTINO, May 7, 1985 
(?), Italy 

SIX UfOs SEEN BY A NICHTWATCHHAN 

TRIESTE - Six unidentified flying objects were seen by Ugo C., a 2.5-
year-old Ancona nightwatchman. The sighting occurred yesterday morning 
between 4:40 and .5:10 A.M. The young man was on a small hill and happened 
to have with him a pair of binoculars. The objects made a number of 
manuevers almost touching the water, had different shapes (roundish, 
long and disc-shaped) and had varied colored lights . The nightwatchman 
--whose account of the events was bolstered by that of local ufologists 
and by Prof. Antonio Chiumiento of Pordenone, vice-president of the n 
national ufological center--said the first three "objects" were flying ~ 
in formation, followed by three others at varied intervals. Prof. H 

Chiumiento conwnented in confirming the news that it appears there is 1-i 

a reawakening of ufological activity that last peaked in 1978. ~ 

A few days ago, on 30 April, two policemen patrolling a street on the :;ttt 

outskirts of Pordenone saw an object pass right over them at not more ~ 
than 400 meters altitude and at very high velocity. Not far away, P.. 

on Piancavallo Street in the Castaldi a area, on 14 April, two young 
people came unexpectedly upon two extraterrestrials. Prof. Chiumiento 
has now recorded an important new account of this close encounter of 
the third kind from 35-year-old franco f. of Treviso who was driv i ng 
toward Piancavallo at the same time as the sighting by Roberto C., 
a university student, and Manuela D., a factory secretary. franco 
confirmed that he, too, had seen two extraterrestrials, who stood about 
1. 7 meters tall and 1.4 meters wide and wore uniforms similar to those 
of astronauts. They appeared motionless about two or three meters 
from his car, after his car's motor suddenly lost power. His testimony 
coincided perfectly with that of the two young people. Franco said 
he has talked about this only with his family for fear of being considered 
looney. 

City and country of incident: Antofagasta, Chile 
Date of incident: June 8 ( ? ) , 1985 
Name of paper and date of clip: 0 DIA, June 9 , 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

fLYING SAUCER CAUSES BLACKOUT IN ANTOfAGASTA 

( AFP - 0 Dia) - Antofagasta, Chile. - A UfO caused a blackout yes terday 
in a vast section of the Chilean town, Antofagasta, and dozens of n 
peopl e who witnessed the phenomenon felt perplexed. They say that ~ 
the flying saucer emitted a great luminosity and appeared between ~ 
4 and 6 o'clock, local time, in the center of the city, which lies 

Anyway, so far no one has seen little green men in Lozere. - ~ --~------------------------------------------------------~-1 "g City and country of incident: Sorges region, france 

1, 400 kilometers from Santiago. Some of the broadcasting stations H 

said that taxi-drivers, some employees of local firms and pedestrians CO) 

were flabbergasted at what they saw: they clearly watched a dish-shaped j;! 
object emi tting yellow and white lights, that lighted up the sky. g 
The witnesses also say that the UFO's fl i ght affected the hands of ~ 
their watches and clocks and their battery-operated radios. This 
i nformation was corroborated by the Chilean Telephone Company whi ch 

noticed a fall in voltage at the moment when the UfO appeared and 
this lasted for a few minutes. 

J:i Dates of incidents: April 10/ll, April ll/12, 1985 
Name of paper and date of clip: LE POPULAIRE DU CENTRE, Aprill7, 1985 

....; City and country of newspaper: Limoges, france 

E-< 
H MYSTERY UFO IN THE SKY Of PERIGOURD 
j::l 

~ u 
Perigueux - Sometimes UfOs are much discussed. It seems that certain 
locations are privileged by the appearances of these objects we have 
not been able to identify and by phenomena that remain unexplained. 

The Sorges region is such a location. 
taken place. 

Two new incidents have just 

[TRANSLATOR'S NOTE: The JORNAL DO BRASIL , another Rio de Jane i ro 
paper, i n i ts edition of June 9, adds that the object appeared "in 
the f irs t hours before dawn" and was rounded. It "osci llated" or 
flew up and down, vertically. -- I.G.] 
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FORTEANA NEWS 

Mystery mutilations 
Probers ask: If UFOs don't attack Colorado cattle, what does? 

By Kit Mlnlcller 
Denver Post StaH Wr~ter 

TRINIDAD - The chief investi­
gator for the district attorney's of­
fice candidly admits " most city 
folks think we are kind of crazy 
when we talk about spaceships in 
relation to cattle mutilations." 

Added Lou Girodo : "I'm not 
saying it is (spaceships), but you 
prove to me it isn't. There is some­
thing out there." 

Girodo, who says no one has 
found a satisfactory explanation 

for more than 8,000 cattle mutila­
tions worldwide since 1967, is now 
probing what he believes is the 
first reported cattle mutilation in 
Colorado in at least 18 months. 

It happened four months ago on 
a ranch 13 miles north of Trinidad. 

"I grew up on a ranch. It wasn't 
coyotes, because there weren't any 
gnaw marks on the carcass. The 
carcass wasn't dragged to the site, 
because there weren't any drag 
marks on the ground," he said. 

The 800-pound Hereford steer 

"was dropped from a considerable 
height," Girodo said. 

He said two sheriff's deputies 
from Las Animas County and a 
veterinarian who joined him in ex­
amining the carcass agree. 

Three nights before rancher 
Myron Scott found the carcass of 
his steer, "he noticed two white, 
bright, pulsating lights hovering 
about 100 feet above the ground ... 

"He described them as airplane 
lights that didn't move. He also 

stated that there was no sound" 
during the more than 15 minutes he 
observed them, Girodo said. 

The animal's "tongue had been 
cut out. The hide had been rolled, 
like newspaper, from the rear of 
the animal, almost to the shoul­
der." The stomach, genitals and in­
testines were missing. 

Girodo, who visited the site, said 
coyote tracks circled the carcass 
from a distance of 20 feet, "but 
none of the tracks approached the 
carcass." He considers that unusu-

The Denver Poat I Suaan Biddle 

David Perkins, founder of Animal Mutilations Probe, stands in a southern Colorado paSture near where cattle mutilation tllok place. 

Inventor tries to obtain patent 
for 'impossible' energy machine 

I By WARREN E. LEARY 
~ Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON <AP> - Joseph 
>. Westley Newman, a self-described ! country boy working in the backwoods 
0 of Mississippi, has invented an "im­
u possible" energy machine that he says 

could solve all of the world's energy 
!;: problems. 
~ Newman, who has worked on the 
~ device for 20 of his 48 years, was in 
lzl Washington on Wednesday for what he 
A hopes is the climax of his five-year 
z battle with the U.S. Patent and 
:;:: Trademark Office. 
~ Over the years, he's traveled from his 

home in Lucedale, Miss., to Washington § many times, sometimes with an 800-
pound prototype in back of a pickup. He 
wants a patent and says he will keep 
coming back until he gets one. 

"I'm a very determined person," he 
told reporters. "I'm a fighter. I'll fight 
this till hell freezes over." 

After hearings, appeals and 
numerous rejections from the patent 
office since 1979, Newman filed a U.S. 
District Court suit in 1983 to have his 
case reviewed and to force the 
government to issue a patent. 

In his latest court appearance today, 
he expected Judge Thomas P. Jackson 
to rule on a summary motion he entered 
to get the patent, based on a court-

appointed expert's report that 
Newman's machine appears to work. 

This examiner, a former patent 
commissioner named William 
Schuyler, said in his report that 
Newman "has demonstrated the 
operation of his system by very clear 
evidence and is therefore entitled to a 
patent if he otherwise satisfies the 
requirements of the patent statute." 

If the judge rules against him, 
Newman says he will take the case to 
the U.S. Supreme Court if necessary . 
Not just for himself, he adds, but for all 
inventors who may be stonewalled by 
the patent office. 

"The patent office is supposed to 
stimulate innovation and it's doing the 
opposite," says the inventor. "I hope to 
change the injustices I've seen at the 
U.S. patent office. If it's happened to 
me, it's happened to others." 

Patent office spokesman Oscar 
Mastin said no one at the agency would 
comment on Newman's case, or his 
charges, while the matter is in court . 

Part of Newman's problem stems 
from having a machinP. which, if it 
works as advertised, defies established 
laws of physics. He claims the machine 
somehow uses a mystery fuel, which he 
will not disclose, placed in a magnetic 
field to make more energy than it 
consumes. 

Patent examiners said the device 

looks like another proposal for a per­
petual motion machine. one that would 
produce more energy than it uses so 
that it could run forever. Such a 
machine has been the goal of inventors 
for centuries, but conventional science 
says such a device is impossible. 

al behavior for predators. 
Dr. William Aaroe, a Trinidad 

veterinarian, told G irodo it 
appeared the animal had multiple 
fractures of the pelvis, neck and 
shoulders. 

Spaceships? 
Girodo believes other mutila­

tions have gone unreported be­
cause cattlemen don't want to be 
laughed at. 

"I hear them talk," he said. 
"They've lost an animal. They've 
lost income. What can they do 
about it?" 

His file of reported mutilation 
cases across the country weighs 
more than three pounds. 

"In other 'perfect' crimes," he 
said, "there is always a boy walk­
ing his dog, or a little old lady who 
provides the clue. That hasn't hap­
pened here." 

"I can't believe this is still going 
on - it is a classic case," added 
David Perkins, founder of Animal 
Mutilations Probe of Farisita, 
Colo. 

Perkins researched scores of 
cattle mutilations as a correspond­
ent for Stigmata, a newsletter pulr 
lished in Paris, Texas, which has 
kept track of cattle mutilations 
since 1976. 

He also examined "the unex­
plained phenomenon" in a Boulder 
Monthly magazine article entitled 
"The Phantom Cattle Surgeons of 
the Plains." 

"I don't like any of the theo­
ries," Perkins said. 

He rules out cults because the 
number of cases would require a 
vast, highly efficient organization. 
Nor does he believe the cattle were 
cut apart to detect toxins or miner­
als on the landscape. Nor, he says, 
were they mutilated during exotic 
government experiments. 

Frequent reports of silent, very 
powerful tights - coupled with a 
lack of tracks on the ground - fa­
vor the UFO theory, Perkins said. 

"This is wild stuff, I realize that, 
but there are those who think 
UFOs are examining our food 
chain and trying to warn us. I'm 
not a firm believer in UFOs, but it 
is one of the possibilities," Perkins 
said. 

"Perhaps we are witnessing the 
birth of a new religion. It is similar 
to traditional religions: Belief in an 
unseen entity, an all-knowing enti­
ty here to help us out of our prolr 
lems. 

"Mutilations could be a part of 
that religion. A spontaneous mani­
festation of faith. Nobody has ex­
plained stigmata," he said, refer­
ring to various documented cases 
of people with marks resembling 
the crucifixion wounds of Jesus 
Christ. 

In 1975, Gov. Dick Lamm as­
signed Carl Whiteside of the Colo­
rado Bureau of Investigation to 
look into more than 200 reported 
cases within the state during a sev­
en-month period. 

Whiteside, who spent a year in­
vestigating the reports with the 
help of veterinary experts at Colo­
rado State University, said: "We 
determined that in a few cases mu­
tilations did occur. Carcasses were 
cut with a sharp instrument. But 
the problem wasn't as significant 
as we thought 

"They weren't being killed to 
mutilate. The animals were al­
ready dead of natural causes. so 
we couldn't justify spending our in­
vestigative resources to pursue 1he 
matter." 

POST, Denver, CO 

March 4, 1985 
CR: T. Adams 
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Artist's rendering shows brontosauruses in swamp. 

~ Dinosaur hunter 
-..4 
'"tl 

;l is thinking BIG 
I .., 
~ 

By Roger A. Gribble 
Education reporter 

Mark Evans is about to set out 
on an expedition he modestly says 
could lead to the "biological story 

~ of the century." 
til The reason his claim is pref­
~ aced with the word 'modestly' is 
u that he hopes "to document the ex­
~ istence of a dinosaur-like animal 

E 
til 

living in the Congo." 
He's not talking about the re­

mains of such an animal, but a liv­
ing animal about twice the size of 
a hippopotamus. 

And there is reason to believe 
such an animal actually exists in 
the nearly inaccessible region into 
which Evans, a University of Wis­
consin-Madison entomology re­
search specialist, and seven others 
will venture next month. 

The leader of next month's ex­
pedition is Herman A. Regusters, 
an engineer with the Jet Propul­
sion Laboratory in Pasadena, 
Calif. 

Spotted in 1981 

He announced in December 
1a81 after an expedition into the 
area that he had spotted an animal 
that looked like a brontosaurus, 
but smaller. It had a long neck, 
smaD head, its skin was gray and 
shiny and it made unusual noises, 
he reported. He had seen it in Lake 
Tele, the remotest part of the 
northeast Congo, he added. 

Regusters had no film of the 
animal since he had waded 
through swamp that seemingly 
had no bottom for five days, he 
said, but his group had seen the 
animal five times. Natives in the 
area, when asked by expedition 
members what animals lived in 
the two-mile long lake, selected 
pictures of a brontosaurus. 

Evans, who has conducted re­
search in the tropics on three occa­
sions, read about Regusters' first 
trip and his planned return to the 
area in a Wisconsin State Journal 
story about a year ago, he said 

"I went home that night and 
made several phone calls," he 
said. "I got a call back the next 
night and I said whatever I could 
do to help them I wanted to do, and 
I wanted to help American re­
searchers. I told Regusters I could 
belp a lot of invertebrate biologists 
and had a lot of experience with 
close-up photography." 

Evans said Regusters and his 
wife, who accompanied him on the 
earlier trip. "sighted one of these 
animals a couple times in 1981 and 
took sound recordings of it which 
have been studied by audiologists. 

Different animal 

''They conclude that it is an uni­
dentified animal different from 
any other and is a large animal 
which should not be compared in 
size to the lowland gorilla, hippo, 

Mark Evans 

wildebeest !Uld elephant, which 
live in that area," Evans said. 

Scientists believe dinosaurs 
have been extinct for about 60 mil­
lion years. What leads Evans and 
others in his party to believe there 
may be survivors of that prehis­
toric animal living in the Congo? 

"The area I'll go into has essen­
tially a very rainy season the year 
around," he said 

Evans said the search will be 
concentrated in areas of sightings 
along rivers and in Lake Tele, 400 
miles from Brazzaville and 40 
miles from the nearest human 
huts. "A main objective will be to 
get to the lake, which has tribu· 
taries leading in and oul" 

Evans said two or more base 
camps will be set up where avia­
tion fuel and other equipment will 
be stored. Helicopters w1ll use the 
base camps "to come up to and 
pick up aviation fuel and take us 
where we want to go. They w1ll 
also transport our photographic 
equipment 

"If we find the animal, we w1ll 
observe it, photograph it and 
record its sounds. ..• We're talking 
about a population of these things 
that have been so isolated they've 
survived. Sightings will have to be 
on the ground because in the air 
we'd make a lot of noise. 

"To find it would be fascinating 
to btologlst.s because they would 
have the chance to study the 
behavior and ecology of an actual 
dinosaur. Until now, that study has 
been by bones, tracks and their 
nests only." 

Evans said the expedition will 
be useful even if a dinosaur-like 
animal isn't found because "there 
are other objectives of the expedi­
tion that'll help biological re­
searchers throughout the U.S. and 
the world and the trip should posi· 
tively affect international rela­
tions between the U.S. and the 
Congo," which has a Communist 
government 

"My secondary objective will 
be to collect invertebrates for re­
searchers at the Smithsonian In­
stitution, Cornell and Syracuse 
universities, the UW and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture," 
Evans said. 

HERALD EXAMINER, Los Angeles, CA - Feb. 12, 1985 

Q&A 
He tracks 
down 'UFOs' 
that fall 
from sky 
You·ve had a long day at the office 
and yoo"re looking forward to a quiet 
evening at the TV set, drink in hand. 
when suddenly you hear a crash . 
Running into the den . you find that a 
big block of ice has just crashed 
through your roof. Your first thought 
is. 1 didn ·t need any more ice. If you 
can muster another thought, it 
should be to call Allan Ash bury. 
Operations Unit manager of the L.A 
Flight $tandards district office of the 
Federal Aviation Administration. Jt"s 
the FAA"s job to investigate 
··unidentified Falling Objects. ·· 
Ashbury was interviewed by Bob 
Roe. 

Question: What does the FAA 
do when somebody calls saying 
that they'·ve just had a foot-square 
block of ice crash through their 
roof? 

Ashbury: The most important 
thing for us is to establish the time 
it happened. The quicker we can 
be notified, the more effective 
and efficient our investigation 
will be. 

Q: How do you get most of 
your reports of such incidents? 

A: From the news media, or 
the FAA duty officer, or the 
person who discovered the object. 

Q: What's the first step in 
investigating an Unidentified Fall· 
lng Object? 

A: We send an investigator to 
the site. He will takt> all the 
pertinent facts. The shorter. th~ 
time frame from when the met· 
dent happened to when that 
inspector can get there, the b~tter 
chance we have of discovering 
which airplane it might have 
come from. 

Q: How do you figure out 
where something that fell out of 
the sky came from? 

A: We have to establish the 
time the ice fell, and what air· 
planes were in the general vicinity 
in that time frame. Then, what we 
try to do is inspect each one of 
those airplanes to determine 
which one may have had a faulty 
valve problem that caused lhe 
accumulation of ice on the outsidE" 
of the airplane. 

Q: Is ice the most common 
falling object? 

A: From an airplane, yes. 
Q: What other kinus of things 

have been reported falling? 
A: Airplanes have been 

known to lose parts in flight . 
Engine parts, landing gear, doors, 
this kind of thing. Predominately, 
though, the problem is that dur­
ing the servicing of the water at.d 
lavoratories on ar. airplane, a 
valve will develop a leak. This leak 
will cause ice to form at high 
altitudes because of the decrease 
in temperature. When tb~ air­
plane descends to warmer air, the 
ice separates from the a\rplane 
and falls to the ground. 

Q: How is it possible to 
identify the airplane the ice fell 
from? 

A: Generally, the ice will fall 
somewhere in relationship to a 
landing pattern of an airplane. 
When it does, we have the means 
of establishing within a certain 

time period what airplanes over· 
flew that site. 

Q: How many incidents are 
reported each year? 

A: Los Angeles International 
Airport averages 275,000 landings 
a year and we generally get 
between three and four reports of 
falling ice in a year. The occurr· 

· -ences are relatively small in com· 
parison to the number of flights, 
but it is still a situation we take 
very seriously. 

Q: What should someone do if 
a block of ice crashes through his 
or her roof? 

A: They should report it 
immediately to the local police 
department, try to establish the 
exact. time. 

Q: What should they do with 
the fallen object? 

A: If you can save it in a 
plastic bag without contaminating 
any of the surrounding area, your 
refrigerator, it would be of some 
assistance. But, in my experience, 
the spectroanalysis of that ice 
water doesn't really prove any· 
thing, though, except who may 
have been sick on board that 
flight, or whatever. That's about 
it . You cannot trace the water 
because it is mixed from 10 dozen 
airports from across the United 
States. If you don't need it for 
evidence, though, for goodness 
sakes, throw it out. We don't know 
what's in that ice. Could be 
anything. 

Q: How do the problems with 
the airplanes come up? 

A: What usually causes the 
problem is something that's inter· 
Cering with the seal of those 
nozzle valves they use to fill and 
empty the water and lavoratory 
tanks on an airplane. The nozzles 
are similar to what you see at the 
Indy 500, those big clamp-:on noz. 
zles they use to pump gas into the 
cars. The system is pretty much 
standard throughout the industry. 
It could be a bit of dirt, a hair pin, 
safety pin, baby diaper pins, or 
even in an extreme case, the 
miniature liquor bottles, that 
cause a faulty seal. People will 
throw almost everything down 
those airplane toilets. 

Q: Do you ever get reports of 
objects falling that don't seem to 
have come from an airplane? 

A: We occasionally get reports 
of falling objects that we have 
been able to trace from items 
thrown from truck wheels, things 
of that nature. That happens. 
Sometimes kids will do a prank, 
throw a bottle in the air, things of 
that nature. That's easy enough to 
trackdown. 

Q: What happens when you 
get a report of falling debris in an 
area that doesn't seem to be in a 

-----uAirplanes have 
been known to 
lose parts in 
flight. Engine 
parts, landing 
gear, doors . ... 
Predominately, 
though, during 
servicing of the 
lavoratories, a 
valve will develop 
a leak." 
Allan Ashbury 
FAA flight standards official 

usual flight pattern ? 
A: It makes our investigation 

a tot harder. The sky has airways. 
and planes continually fly down 
these airways, so if something 
falls, and it happened about 8 p.m. 
last Friday, going back and trying 
to identify what airplanes hap­
pened to be over that particular 
site at different altitudes is tough. 
Drop something from a plane at 
30,000 feet, where is it going to 
land? It all depends on the winds, 
the air speed, the weight of the 
object, every parameter you can 
think of. including temperature. 
It's a terrific problem trying to 
find where some of those things 
came from. 

Q: Do you go so far as trying 
to re-create the fall path of an 
object? 

A: We can, yes, but to do that, 
you have to know which airplane 
was there, what air speed they 
were at, what altitude, what the 
winds were at that exact moment. 
It's a horrendous problem, and as I 
said, very costly. 

Q: The chances of someone 
deliberately tossing that block of 
ice out the window are how slim? 

A: Absolutely nil. Things like 
that would always be formations 
on the exterior of the airplane. 

Q: So it's never refuse from 
the lavoratories? 

A: Oh, no, everything is sealed 
when the plane is in the air. The 
airplane bas no way of dumping 
anything, its water supply, or 
waste water, while it is in the air. 
You can't throw a beer can out 
like you do on the freeway. 

Q: It sounds like a monumen· 
tal "needle in a haystack" kind of 
problem. 

A: It's pretty costly to the 
taxpayers, yes. 

Q; What happens if you are 
able to identify which plane was 
the source of a falling object? 

A: The operator of the 
airplane is required to repair the 
plane so it won't happen again . 

Q: And how much luck do 
you have in tracking these inci· 
dents down? 

A: Not much. In all the time 
I've been here, I haven't seen 
success in identifying one single 
airplane that we could positively 
say was the culprit. 

Q: The obvious question then 
would be, why bother? 

A: We are interested in 
aviation safety, and also to protect 
the public's interests. We are 
obligated and bound by law to 
protect the publjc against such 
occurrences as a piece of falling 
ice, or any falling object from the 
sky. We will investigate, try to 
determine the source, and stop it. 

- edited by Mitchell Fink 

Filming planned 

Other members of the expedi­
tion will study and film native Cul· 
ture in the area, he said 

Evans said Regusters has 
fonned the Unicorne Research 
Foundation, a non-profit organiza­
tion to help support the trip and fl. 
nance scientific exploration 
throughout the world 

"In the last 10 days we have got 
additional support from Merck 
Pharmaceuticals in New Jersey, 
Eastman Kodak, Rayovac Corp. in 
Madison, Globe Battery in Mil­
waukee and Lewisystems in 
Watertown. We bope several other 
Wisconsin firms will provide help. 
Equipment must be packed, listed 
and mailed to the Congo between 
March 15-20." 

tion, 2900 Scenic Bend, Modesto, 
Calif., 95355. Equipment may be 
sent to either M. H. Evans, S45 
Russell Labs, Entomology Dept, 
UW-Madison, 53706, or H. Regust­
ers, 320 Melrose East, 204, Seattle, 
Wash., 98102. 

What are the odds. the expedi­
tion will find a brontosaurus, 
which attained a length of 60 feet 
and weighed about 20 tons? 14 "A lot of Wisconsin companies 

have provided money and equip­
ment for the trip," Evans said 

Evans said tax-deductible con­
tributions may be sent to TRACE 
II, Unicorne Research Founda-

"I think the chances of finding 
the animal are very good, because 
we'll have sta~e-of-the-art equip­
ment along," Evans said 
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UPDATE: STRANGE HISTORY 

Still no answer to house's soakings 
The Johnsons' nightmare be­

gan in June 1979. 
Puddles of water appeared on 

the kitchen floor . Then water in­
termittently began 'l)raying up 
through the living room carpet 
and kitchen tile and down from 
the ..:citing . 

The sprayings occurred sever­
al times a day for three months . 
"'That sucker looked like a ri\'er 
there sometimes," recalled 
Sandy Johnson, who lived in the 
Fountain Valley home with her 
husband. Bill, and three daugh­
ters , then ages 5 to 15. While nev­
er measuring the water, she said 
it seemed as though there were 
200 gallons a day to mop up . 

No part of the two-story, four­
bedroom house they rented at 
15949 Las Flores St. was spared . 
Water shot up in the garage, up­
stairs and occasionally in the 
front yard . The carpets and furni­
ture were ruined . Family mem­
bers and visitors , including a 
Register reporter . got soaked . 

The water usually was cool. But 
on separate occasions it scalded a 
plumber, who was investigating 
the situation, and the eldest 
daughter, Lisa. 

The water's source was a mys­
tery, and it still is to many of 
those involved. In mid-Septem­
ber, the soakings ceased as unex­
pectedly as they had begun . 

Pet Tehen!The Register 

Bill Story and his son, Robby, 9, at their home that once had a reputation of having a poltergeist. 

Less than a year later, the 
Johnsons moved out. The 20-year­
old tract house just north of Mile 
Square Park has been rented at 
least twice in the five years since 
the time of the waterings. 

their lives behind them . They 
moved to Westminster largely to 
get out of the house, Mrs . Johnson 
said , and now reside in Garden 
Grove. She said the family had 
not been plagued with spraying 
water since . 

Valley . But an Orange County 
Water District geologist investi­
gating the matter, James Fair­
child, said then that there was not 
enough underground pressure to 
force water through concrete 
floors . 

The current residents said they 
learned of the house's strange 
history from neighbors . They are 
intrigued by, but unconcerned 
with, the bizarre goings-on . 

But where did the water come 
from? 

Johnson dug a hole 2 feet deep 
through the kitchen floor . He 
found nothing but dry dirt. No point of origin could be 

found . "It looked like it came out 
of nowhere," Mrs. Johnson she 
said. 

Parapsychologists told the 
family it was dealing with a pol­
tergeist - that one daughter was 
lasning out psychokinetic energy, 
aimed at an older stepsister she 
didn't like. 

Bill Story, who lives there with 
his 9-year-old son, Robby, said 
the only spraying water is in the 
shower. There have been no mys­
tifying occurrences since he 
moved in nearly three years ago. 
The Storys share the home with 
three single men . 

Plumbers were called in, as 
were city and water agency offi­
cials, and later psychics and 
parapsychologists. The house's 
owner, Royal Stowe, offered a 
SS,OOO reward to whomever could 
stop the flooding. 

"I tole! them they were crazy." 
Mrs. Johnson said. 

Fairchild, in an interview last 
week, theorized that the young 
girls played pranks. "As soon as 
school started, the water stopped 
squirting. I think the kids were 

Meanwhile, the Johnsons would 
like to put that soggy chapter of 

A plumber contended that the 
home sat on an old artesian well . 
Such wells used to dot Fountain 

~Angler's dream: 
! It's raining fish 
0 

"' .. By ANA C. BARRERA 
00 Star-Telegram Writer 

Flying fish in Fort Worth? 
Could be, says Louis Castoreno 

m of 1512 Grand Ave., who says 34 
i: fish, each about 2 inches long, 

dropped out of the sky and fell at 
.x: his feet. 
u This fisherman's dream, Cas­

torena said, materialized 
:2 Wednesday while he was at a 
~ work bench in his back yard. 

At first three or four fish fell 
~ beside him, he said. 

"I didn 't want to look around, 
;;- because I thought someone was 
~ playing a joke on me," be said. 
1 "Then I looked up and bad to 

>< move out of the way because a 
E-< whole bunch came down at one 

time." 
.c A meteorologist said that sort 
t! of thing happens, albeit rarely. 
~ AI Moller of the National 

Weather Service in Fort Worth 
~ said a forming tornado some­
r:r.. times lifts small objects from a 

lake or river. 
~ Castoreno lives less than a mile 
~ from Trinity River, where he and 
~ his two oldest sons have gone fish­
H ing , uru;uccessfully. 
~ Moller said the area "did have 
I severe thunderstorm activity" 
~ Wednesday morning. 
00 He said the Fort Worth office 

Moller said. 
"I haven't heard of it happen­

ing in the past year," he said. "I've 
read about it in the past five 
years. 

''There's always an outside 
chance . 

"It's really not so amazing," he 
said, considering the severe 
weather that threatened 
Wednesday morning. 

Or a plane flying above the 
clouds might have dropped the 
fish, Moller said. 

''TherE~ could be any number of 
practical explanations," he said. 
"As to a plausible explanation, I 
don't know. Give me an hour or 
two, and I'll come up with one." 

Castoreno said the fish fell 
"right after a dark cloud passed 
over." 

He said his first reaction was 
that someon~ who knew of his ill 
luck on the banks of the Trinity 
was throwing fish at him. 

"I looked around and up in the 
sky but didn't see anybody," he 
said. "No planes, no nothing." 

Castoreno said his neighbor, 
Joe Figueroa, was standing at his 
back door when the fish 
appeared. 

"I asked him if be was throwing 
them at me, but he said no," Cas­
toreno said. "He started playing 
Twilight Zone music later. 

playing games." 
Mrs . Johnson doesn 't believe 

that either. " That' s a hell of a lot 
of water for a little squirt gun, " 
she said. She said she now agrees 
with the plumber's assertion, 
that the home must sit on an arte­
sian well. 

But Story believes the water 
came from supernatural source 
-either the poltergeist or a spirit 
named Mike who neighborhood 
children told him lived in a cub­
by-hole above the garage. 

"Just to see it was hilarious," 
said Dennis Perkins, a neighbor 
who witnessed the sprayirigs. 
"But to live there, it was a disas­
ter. I felt sorry for the people 
there ." 

Rod Speer/The Registe~ 

JOURNAL, Milwaukee, WI 

May 12, 1985 

Unclouding 
a mystery? 

A gigantic mushroom cloud that 
has baffled experts since It appeared 
and then quickly vanished off the 
coast of Japan last year may have 
been caused by a red-hot meteor as It 
sped through a cloud bank on Its way 
toward Earth. 

That theory Is offered In Nature, 
the respected British scientific jour­
nal, by Andre Chang and James Bur­
netti, scientists with Teledyne Geo­
tech In suburban Washington. 

"Our hypothesis Is that a meteor 
encountered the cloud deck and al­
most simultaneously shattered Into 
pieces," they write. "Most of the 
kinetic energy was converted to heat 
which evaporated cloud particles, 
and the hot gas formed a plume." 

At least four pilots spotted the 
cloud on the moonlit night of April 9, 
1984, about 180 miles off the cout of 
Japan. One pilot even radioed a May­
day alert because be thought the 
cloud was the beginning of a nuclear 
attack. 

Federal A viatlon Administration 
investigators say the cloud quickly 
billowed to a height of about 60,000 
feet and expanded over a wide area 
before vanishing just as quickly . 

CR: R. Heiden 

15 has received reports of small fish 
or frogs falling from the sky just 
before a heavy thunderstorm or 
tornado. 

But the chances are slim, 

"It scared me. When you see 
fish coming down out of the sky, 
and there's nobody around, that's 
scary." 

St..--TeleerMI/DALE BLACKWELL 

Louis Castoreno holds fish he says fell from sky 
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By Sanny Schubert 
Featare writer 

Gary Maier tends to chuckle when he 
talks about the Indian mounds on the 
grounds of Mendota Mental Health Institute, 
E'specially when he gets to the part about his 
dream or his son and the giant turtle. 

The chuckle sounds a bit nervous, as 
though he ls unsure or his listener's reaction. 
M11it>r ls chief psychiatrist at Mendota, and 
while many psychiatrists regard the inter· 
pretaUon of dreams as a legitimate tool. lay 
JM>Ople tend to think it's kind or welrd. Maler 
rtoesn't need people thinking he is as flaky as 
some of his patients. 

So he ha.~ kept his theories ~bout the ~ant 
f'artht>n mounds- shaped Uke birds, a turtle. 
a squirrel, a panther - preUy much to him· 
M>lf. "A skeptic would say this ls nothing more 
than pure speculation." hE' said, "and I 
couldn't argue. This lc; a pretty fringe idea.'~ 

Thousand.o; of Indian mounds dot the Wls· 
constn landscape. Mort' than 250 have been 
lo<·ated on the campu..c; or the University or 
Wi~onsin· Madlson alonf'. and about a do7.en 
survived the construction or the northside 
mPntal hospital . 

The mound.c; fnll into three main catego· 
ries : <.'Onical. linear and efrtgy mounds. 
Some contain the remains of long~ead In· 
ctians. othen; are just artistic piles of dirt. 
For the past 150 years, white people have 
been trying to divine the thoughts of the 
mound-builders, who've been gone at least 

700 years. 
Maier's theory Is that some - maybe all 

- or the effigy-type mounds on the MenMta 
grounds are ancient astrological indicators, 
like Stonehenge in Great Britain. 

Mendota's giant blrd mound. for Instance, 
seems to point directly at the spot on the 
hori7.on where the sun sets on Dec. 21, the 
winter solstice - or so Maier thinks. 

He think.'l one of the smaller birds points 
at the location of the bright st1r Anatares 
during the summer solstice. But the part of 
the theory where Maier starts to chuckle 
nervously is when he talks about the giant 
turtle, which he believes points at a mlnor 
standstill of the moon that occurs on the 
summer solstice. 

The ··naky" part, he says, Is tt\at it came 
to him in a dream. 

"It was February of '81 and 1 was reading 
this book called 'Beyond Geography,' which 
ls all about how the coming of the white man 
to North and South America had destroyed 
these marvelously complex native civlliza· 
lions," he recalled. 

"That night, in my dream, my son ap­
peared to me, sort of as a spirit helper. In 
the dream, he said. 'You have trouble, let me 
tell you the meaning of the turtle.' Then he 
told me how thE' turtle, when it pulls in Its 
legs and head. looks like it's dead. but there 
Is life within." 

To Maier, the turtle became an after-life 
Image, a burial symbol. This explains, he 
said. the proximity of the turtle mound to a 
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'No one has token on the task 
of accurately surveying and 
mopping the mounch. Who 
knows? The psychiatrist and the 
surveyor just might have some­
thing there.' 

- ....... c.t... 
Uftl.....aty of -,...... 

conical burial mound, where skeletons were 
found. and also seems to explain why the 
turtle ls pointing downhill, into the lake. 

"Maybe the mounds read like the chap­
ters In a book. Birds fly, so maybe the proj· 
ected meaning of the bird mounds ls in the 
sky," he said. "Turtles sw1m, so maybe the 
turtle's meaning ts under water." 

Maler did make some calls, a year or so 
ago, to astronomers at the UW·Madlson. They 
made him some star charts but were reluc· 
tant to perfonn the calculations he needed. 
"Their imaginations haven't been kindled by 
this the way mlne has," Maier said. 

Enter James P. Scherz, professor of engl· 
neering at UW-Madlson. a man known for 
his four-square logic, mathematical preci· 
ston and attention to detail. Hls specialties 
are surveying and map-making - not the in· 
te11>retations of dreams. 

Scherz has some Indian blood in his 
family so he has always been interested in 

native Americans. Tbat curtousity intensl· 
fled about10 years ago, he said, when he ran 
ac~ legends or lost Indian citiel up north. 

While studying aerial photographs of the 
area where the cities were supposed to have 
been, Scherz said. "We found, in fact, what 
appeared to be remnants or ancient cere· 
monial centers all along the trade route con· 
necting the Mississippi River with the cop­
per country." 

His curiosity piqued by photographs that 
seemed to validate Indian legends, Scherz 
began studying the patterns of Indian 
mounds. In this, he said. he's aided by a 
peculiar trait in his training as a surveyor. 

"Surveyors are trained to assume tbe 
earth is the center of the universe, and the 
sun and stan; move around the ~art h. It's not 
that we don't know any better, il's just the 
way we're trained," he explained. 

"In effect, we think the way the ancient 
Indians probably thought. That's why we 
have better luck with archeo-astronomy 
problems that others have a hard time get· 
ling into. Stonehenge, you know, was 
decoded by a surveyor." 

Scherz and Maier have talked about the 
Mendota mounds, and next spring. Scherz 
plans to take aerial photographs of the site, 
then overlay the photographs against the 
star charts. 

"We've used this technique on a couple of 
other mound groups, and gotten good re· 
suits," he said. "We'll see what kind of align· 
ments we have. I would not be a blt sur-

en 
priaed (If Maler's theory proves accurate) 8 
because we have stm1lar patterns in other :z 
mound groups." ~ 

The collaboration of a psychiatrist and a :z 
surveyor in decoding Indian mounds is not en 
as unusual as it sounds, said John Carlson. ~ 
director of the Center for Archeo-Astron· ;1 
omy at the University of Maryland, who has 
been in contact with Maier. 2; 

"One of the neat things about archeo-as- S 
tronomy is It's interdisctplinary. It involves z 
architecture, archeology, astronomy, art his- ~ 
tory, mathematics, geography, anthropology • 
-just a whole range of subjects," he said 6f 

The University of Maryland center, the llo 
oniy one of its kind in the country, acts as a ..... 
clearinghouse for the study of astronomical ~ 
practices. celestial lore, mythology and the : 
world views of ancient ctvtlizations and sur· ~ 
viving indigenous cultures, Carlaon said. H 

While the •decoding" of Stonebeage and 1 
several Anasa21 !dtes in the Southwest bas been 
exciting, carlson saki. little wert his been ~ 
done on the Indian r1lOI1JO; of the Midwest. :' 

There's some evidence that a group of 
bear mounds in Kansas may be laid out in a ~ 
constellation pattern, and an intriguing .....,. 
alignment of boulders in North Dakota, Carl· ..o 
son says, but in general, there's just a dearth ~ 
of knowledge about the mounds and the In· 
dians who built them. 

"No one has taken on theta* of accurately 
surveying and mapping the mounds," Carlson 
said. "WOO knows? The psychiatri'!lt and the 
surveyor just might have something there." 
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Bigfoot and dinosaurs beware, the experts are gathering r--

BY MARTIN BAILEY 
"" c:l. 
~ g . LONDON ., . s CIENTISTS who beheve tn the 

cS t!l existence of such creatures as Big-
•• foot of the Rocky Mountains, myth-

; ~ ical dinosaur-like beasts in the 
~ u Cengo and &fgantic octopuses in the Atlan­
o 11"1 tic have been invited to take part in a gath­
~ co e rtng of distinguished anthropologists and 
f-f ~ zoologists. 

~· • The arcane wo rld of cryptozoology has 
~ ~ come in from the cold lO join the Interna­
:1: ,.... tional Congres$ of Systematic and Evolu­
~ "" tionary Biology in Brtt<~ i n at Sussex Unl-

~ versi ty in Ju ly. The world congress, held 
~ < every five years, Will include a symposium 
~ on "unkno~~<ll or supposedly extinct ani-
S mals." 
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The pressure group behind this imtiativc 
is the recently formed Internationa l Soci­
e ty of Cryptozoology, a 700-strong organi­
zation whose directors include Soviet and 
Chinese experts. Based in the United 
States, it was set up to provide a focal 
point for the invest igation of ani!T'als of 
"unexpected form or size, or unexpected 
occurrence in time or space." 

The most controversial presentatiOn to 
the Brighton symposium will be evidence 
that the so-called "wildman," or Bigfoot or 
Sasquatch, observed in the Canadian and 
U.S. Rockies, could actually be a species of 
giant a pe which supposedly became ex­
tinct more than 600,000 years ago. 

If this giant ape is still alive, it could 
also explain persistent reports of Asian 
man-like creatures, known as the Yeti (the 

Abommable Snowman) in the Himalayas 
and the Alma in the Soviet Un10n . 

Grover Kr.antz, an anthropolog ist from 
Washington State University, says he will 
show the symposium plaster casts of the 
foot and hand pnnts of the "wildman." He 
says these suggest that the creature is a 
man-like being more than eight feet tall 
and weighing up to 800 pounds. 

Dr. Krantz also plans to make the first 
forma l scientific iden tifi cation of the ani­
mal. He will presen t a paper arguing that 
'it is the prehistoric giant ape. Glgantopi­
thecus . 

Another bizarre idea up for dbcussion is 
the possibility that dinosaurs are s till a li ve 
1n the Congo. For more than a centu ry, 
visitors have reported stones of a huge 
dinosaur-like creature living in a remote 
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area around Lake Telle, in the eastern part 
of the Congo Republic . 

The animal, known locally as Monkele­
Mbembe, was seen for the first time by a 
professional zoologist two years ago . Con­
golese scientist Marcellin Agnagna claims 
to have observed it for 20 minutes when it 
was several hundred yards away in the 
lake. He described it as an enormous 
brown animal with a long neck and short 
head, estimating it to be 24 feet long and 
weighing up to five tons . 

A report on a strange sea animal will 
aho be presented to the Sussex sympo­
sium . Physical evidence exists for what 
now appears to be an enormous oc topus , 
measuring 200 feet long. In I896, a massive 
SIX-ton mound of fles h was washed up on a 
Florida beach, and at that time it was 

assumed to be whale blubber. A sample of 
the so-called Florida Monster was pre­
served in formaldehyde at Washington's 
Smithsonian Institution and forgotten for 
many years. The flesh has now been ana­
lyzed by U.S. biochemist Roy Mackal, and 
he will present a paper to the Brighton 
symposium arguing that his tests have 
proved it to be octopus tissue. 

Cryptozoologists are often dismissed as 
the lunatic fringe of the scientific profes­
sion, but even experts outside the "crypto" 
field admit that hidden animals remain to 
be identified. 

David Jones, director of the London Zoo. 
points out that " there are still vast areas of 
the earth which are virtually uninhabited 
and have hardly been explored." 

London Observer Service 
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Nebraska's serpentine monster 
not real but crowds flock to see it 

IIA y SPRINGS (UPI) - Nebraska's version of the Loch 
Ness monster- a serpentlike creature last seen in Walgren 
Lake south of here in the 1920s - once again has reared 1ts 
ugly head 

But the :JG.foot-long green creature was no threat to the 
Memorial Day weekend visitors of the state recr~tion 
area located about five miles southeast of Hay Spnngs, 
said 'Marvin Kampbell of Hay Springs, a warden with the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. 

Kampbell should know. He helped build the beast 
The Hay Springs Centennial Comm1ttee decided to 

reconstruct the legendary monster as a promotion for the 
city's centennial celebration this summer. . 

In the 1920s, local residents and visitors reported see1ng a 
"sea monster" in the small western Nebraska lake, and re-
ports of the creature circulated as far as London. . 

.. Area residents in the 1920s were absolutely convmced 
there was a sea monster in our litUe lake," said Patsy 
Bridge of Hay Springs. "The story went to the Omaha news­
paper, then to New York City and eventually to the London 
Times. 

"People came from all around to try and see the mon­
ster," she. said. "It ranged in size from 4 feet to 300 feet, de-

U.S. jet·· 
vanishes 
in thin air 

PANAMA CITY, Fla . 
< UPI ) - Searchers combed 
the Gulf of Mexico yester­
day for two air force pilots 
wbosa PhaRtom jet' van­
ished in a cloud bank off 
the Florida coast. 

A coast guard officer said 
three aircraft and a cutter 
were searching for the 
plane , which disappeared 
Wednesday night. The jet 
was last seen "banking into 
a cloud bank at 4,000 feet. 
No one has seen or heard 
from the jet or the pilot 
since." 

An air force spokesman 
said searchers have no idea 
what happened to the F-40. 
He said the pilots, who 
were not identified, gave no 
indication of any problems. 

pending on who saw it," she said In a telephone inteMew . 
The first published report of the lake serpent was in Aug­

ust 11121, when the Hay Springs News reported that Arthur 
Johnson, a landowner near the lake, saw the creature emil· 
ling a spout of water 15 to 20 feet straight up, according to 
an August 1982 NEBRASKAland magazine article. Johnson 
said the beast was about 10 feet long, two or three feet 
broad and a dark gray color. The News concluded that the 
thing was a gray whale, but neglected to theorize how it got 
there. 

Later, a group of residents formed the Hay Springs In­
vestigation Association to drag the lake and capture the 
monster. Organizers had planned to lease the land sur­
rounding the lake and charge admission during the drag­
ging operation, the article said The plan was called off in 
1923 when the landowners demanded $4.000 for a three­
month lease and a percentage of the money from the exhi­
bition or sale of anything caught 

NEBRASKAland attributed the creature's widespread 
publicity to John Maher, a Hay Springs News employee 
who also was a corresponding reporter for many newspa­
pers, including the New York Herald, CQftSidered an unreli­
able paper with a reputation for sensational stories. 

Bridge said she thinks the last repol1ed sightlag was in 
1923. Sketches of the monster were made then. 

"Since this is our tooth birthday, we thought it would be 
great to resurrect the monster," Bridge said. "It's been a 
pretty hush-hush project because the mystery about the 
thing is what makes it interesting." 

Kampbell helped construct the monster's frame. The 
body contains about 30 feet of green model and flotation 
material, Bridge said 

"It looks very realistic out there in the middle of the 
lake," she said. 

Bridge said the monster, which resembles a serpent, has 
glowing eyes and a hump in its middle. She said it bobs 
through the lake, which is about a mile wide. 

Response this weekend was "unbelievable," Bridge 5aJd. 
"People are just flocking out there to try and see the 

monster." 

Dahinden an authority on creature 
Bridge said the creature periodically will resurface in 

the lake this summer. 

Canadian devotes life to Sasquatch hunt 
IJ Jeff Nielson 
Bulletin Staff Writer 

Rene Dahinden has spent 
most of his adult life searching for 
Sasquatch. 

The fact that he's never seen 
the legendary creature also known 
as Bilfoot, Yeti, the Abominable 
Snowman and a handful of other 
names hasn't dampened his enthu­
siasm for the hunt. 

" I'm 'oing to keep on ·look­
ing," Dahinden told an audience 
of about 20 peor,le at a recent 
lecture in Bend. ' I want to know 
if the damned thing exists." 

Dahinden, 55, a resident of 
British Columbia, Canada, has 
been on the trail of Sasquatch 
since 1956. He's collected enough 
stories, plaster casts of footpririts 
and other information to make 
him one of the world's greatest 
authorities on the subject. 

Dahinden and another man, 
Don Hunter, authored the book 
Sasquatch, which contains some 
of the accounts of people who say 
they had seen the creature. 

Some of the stories are re­
markable. 

There's Bill Taylor, a foreman 
with the British Columbia Depart­
ment of Highways, who said he 
saw a Sasquatch m 1970 on a road 
north of Vancouver. Despite con­
siderable skepticism, Taylor, who 
was considered to be a responsible 
family man by his supervisors, 
has never wavered from his tale. 

Another Sasquatch sighting 
was reported in 1969 by Verlin 
Harrington, a deputy sheriff in 
Gray's Harbor, Wash. Although 
Harrington eventually was forced 

to resign his job when he refused 
to recant his story, he, too, is 
convinced what he saw was real. 

The most astonishing story 
belongs to Albert Ostman, a re­
tired logger in British Columbia, 
who claimed he was kidnapped by 
a Sasquatch and held for a week 
before he was able to escape. 

Most of the people who say 
they have seen a Sasquatch report 
similar details about the creature 
- a height of eight to 10 feet, a 
body covered with hair, footprints 
measuring up to 18 inches in 
len~h and separated by six-foot 
stndes. 

Sightings have been reported 
throughout North America, esp& 
cially in Canada and the North­
western United States. 

Of course, there are some just· 
as-remarkable hoaxes. Four stu­
dents in British Columbia commu­
nicating with walkie-talkies 
caused quite a stir by dressing 
one of the conspirators in a gorilla 
suit and sending him across a 
highway just in front of a bus. 
The four later confessed. 

Probably the most talked­
about piece of "evidence" about 
Sasquatch is a film taken in 1967 
by two men in the wilds of 
northern California near Bluff 
Creek. 

The film, which has been 
hailed as a wonderful discovery 
and scoffed at as a well-made fake, 
shows a female Sasquatch strid­
ing across a creekbed and disap­
pearing into the woods. 

Dahinden, who has traveled 
throughout the world gathering 
information about Sasquatch, said 

the creature wasn't invented by 
the white man. 

The earliest-known references 
to the Sasquatch are found on 
carved totem poles and masks of 
the coast Indians of British Col­
umbia, he said. Indians all along 
the west coast of North America 
for centuries have told tales of 
wild men in the woods that had 
kidnapped and eaten careless ·In­
dians. 

Despite all the seemingly-true 
stories and footpriats, Dahinden 
says he isn't ready to say a 
Sasquatch exists until he sees one 
with his own eyes. 

"I have met a lot of people, 
and I would hope they would be 
telling the truth," he said. "I 
think they are real and I hope 
they are, but the human mind is a 
funny thing and some people will 
go to extremes to fake things." 

Dahinden isn't even sure what 
he would do if he came face-t~face 
with a Sasquatch. He said be and 
the late Roger Patterson, who was 
one of the men who made the 
famous film, once had a lively 
argument over the question if a 
Sasquatch should be shot and 
killed. 

"At one time, if one of those 
would have popped up from be­
hind a tree, I would have shot it," 
he said. " Now, I'm not so sure. If 
I would have a chance to take 
enough pictures, I'd do that. 

" I think the man who shot 
one of these creatures on purpose 
sure better have a good excuse. 
There are a lot of ~ple out there 
who wouldn't like 1t." Dahinden wants to know if Sasquatch exists 
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Kla VanDusen and Herman Regusters are trying to organize a trek to Africa to locate the brontosaurus they believe they saw in 1981. 

Dl OSAUR: 
Elusion or illusion? 

A Seattle couple 
seek to document 
their scientific 'find' 
in the African jungle 
by Elizabeth Rhodes 
Times staff reporter 

W hat .do you say to two educated, 
seemingly intelligeryt, middle-class 
dinosaur hunters? 

Gee, I hope you find one? 
I think you're nuts to look? 
Why not take Big Foot along on the 

search? 
Herman Regusters and his wife, Kia Van 

Dusen, have heard it all -although they say 
only the media, not the general public. doubt 
the existence today of the epic-size animals. 
.And nothing anyone says will dissuade the 
pair from returning to Africa's equatorial 
Republic of the Congo in search of an 
elusive dinosaurlike creature they claim 
they saw five times in 1981. 

However, now, to update a blaze of local 
publicity that earlier said they were depart­
Ing this month, have come reports of 
~everal glitches to their plan. 

Like the fact that at least one of what 
Regusters has listed as their "cooperating 
researchers," Cal Tech's department of 
planetary sciences, disavows any connection 
with them. (Told this, Regusters said the 
researchers' list he had shown to the press 
was "only preliminary.") 

Like the Texan who pledged the $30,000 
they need to actually ~o, but who returned 
to Texas without droppmg a dime. "We're in 
a tremendous fund-raising posture right 
now," says Van Dusen, who is contacting 
everyone she-thinks might donate funds. 

Her husband says he has no idea how 
much they've personally invested in the 
project. However they do have approxi­
mately $100,000 in donated cash and equip­
ment - everything from flashlight batteries 
to an outboard motor. Some of it will be 

"Regusters' offfcial dinosaur palc:h fea­
tures the name he says the area's natives 
have given to the creature: Mokele­
Mbembe, which means 'one who stops 
the flow of rivers.' 

used by the six-person .party to study plant 
and anlmal life in the Congo Basin. The 
couple has no formal training in biology or 
zoology. 

Another thorn in their side is the Disney 
movie, "Baby . . . Secret of the Lost Leg­
end." The fl1ck tells the tale of a pair of 
Americans hunting a dinosaur in remote 
Africa. Regusters says it's his story and is 
talking lawsuit- to t!1e tune of $25 million. 

Despite these nettlesome details, Regus· 
ters, a 51-year-old engineer who's worked on 
several space projects in California, and 
Van Dusen, Y, a chiropractor, remain 
enthusiastic. Channing people who seem 
more fascinating than kooky, they deliver 
1Jreir facts with assurance. making it seem 
entirely possible that indeed they may 
become the only people ever to document a 
living brontosaurus. 

To understand the reality of the couple's 
quest -that it isn't easy to find a dinosaur 
- ;t•s necessary to understand what they 
experienced ln 1981 when they went to the 
Congo to check out previous reports about 
the beast. They say they repeatedly saw a 
large dinosaurlike animal swimming in 

remote Lake Tele. It's to this area, about 
100 miles north of the equator, that they are 
returning. 

They began that first trip with Holly­
wood perceptions of an easy hunt. "We 
expected fruit growing on trees," Regusters 
laughs. In reality, they found themselves 
slogging through a thickly forested jungle­
swamp 60 miles from the nearest village. 
The going was so rough that it took a full 
day to go less than a mile. During their six­
week stay, they were constantly bitten by 
insects, had to watch for poisonous snakes, 
and killed crocodiles and monkeys for food. 
Nothing else was edible. 

"Hennan lost over 50 pounds 
and I lost almost 30," says Van 
Dusen, sitting amid expedition 
gear crowded into their small 
Seattle living room. She shows a 
large color picture of their jungle 
sit~: It reveals nothing but a dense 
wall of green. 

But the worst handicap was 
visibility ~ often no more than 10 
feet in any direction. Although they 
say they repeatedly heard their 
prey - and brought back a tape 
recording that sounds vaguely like 
a big cat snarling beside a water­
fall - they never saw it in the 
jungle. And because it was a 
swamp, there were no footprints. 

But fortunately, Regusters 
says, he was able to see the animal 
in Lake Tele. From more than a 
mile away and through binoculars; 
Regusters saw the animal frolick· 
ing in the water "much like an 
elephant or a hippo in the heat of 
the day." It appeared to have a 
slender neck about 8 feet long, a 
small head and about 15 feet of 
back. "Assuming it had a counter· 
balancing tail, that would make it 
30 to 35 feet long." He never saw 
its body or legs~ but estimates it 
weighed 10 to 15 tons. "It certainly 
was much larger than an ele­
phant." 

The couple shot 23 rolls of film; 
all were underexposed and yielded 
no photos of the elusive creature. 

But as Van Dusen explains: "Hav-
1ng walked through the swamp for 
five days, the equipment wasn't in 
great condition and neither were 
we." 

That setback only made Re­
gusters more determined. "I'm a 
person who solves unsolvable prob­
lems," he says. "It's a challenge to 
get some place where others have 
failed. I will go to all kind of angles 
until I can present a solution." 

That dinosaurs - yup, they 
believe it's plural - exist is a 
theory founded on several prem­
ises. 

First, they say the area's na· 
tives have 200 years of reported 
sightings and have even named the 
creature Mokele-Mbembe, mean­
ing "one who stops the flow of 
rivers." Second, they say natives 
killed two of the animals in the 
1930s, although no remains appear 
to exist. 

And finally, they believe dino­
saurs could live today without 
being previously discovered be­
cause the 800,QOO.mile-square Con­
go river basin is "an isolated 
ecosystem, and no one has any 
idea what kind of animals live 
there." 

Of course there was the Scot­
tish missionary David Livingstone 
who explored the region extensive­
ly in the late 1860s, and there have 
been numerous expeditions by the 
British, Belgians, Japanese and 
Americans since then, but "Her­
man found out that explorers 
never got off the waterways (and 
mto the jungle)," says Van Dusen. 

The linchpin of their argument 
is Van Dusen's contention that the 
equatorial region is climatically 
the same as it was in prehistoric 
times. Thus it suffered no killing 
ice age. "It's the only area in the 
entire world that hasn't changed 
latitudinally or longitudinally in the 
last 200 million years," she claims. 

Wrong, counters Stan Cherni­
coff, a University of Washington 
geology professor. "The location 
has changed. Two-hundred-million 
years ago, Africa was attached to 
South America. Since then, the 
entire South Atlantic Ocean has 
opened up, so obviously the land 
masses had to move." 

A bigger problem is that many 
scientists no longer believe climat­
ic changes destroyed the beasts. 
Instead, paleontologists who don't 
believe in present-day dinosaurs 
are asking you to believe the 
creatures were exterminated after 
a huge asteroid hit the earth some 
60 million years ago. 

"It's a controversial subject," 
admits John Rensberger, a UW 
vertebrate paleontologist and a 
curator at the Burke Memorial 
Washington State Museum, which 
has the state's only dinosaur re­
mains. 

Says Rensberger: "The conjec­
ture is that it (the asteroid) threw 
up a cloud of dust that obscured 
the sun for long enough to kill off 
vegetation. That killed off their 
food base." 

Regusters has as hard a time 
accepting this theory as scientists 
have with his. 

Rensberger says paleontolo­
gists wouldn't accept the engi· 
neer's find as a bona fide dinosaur 
unless they could dissect it and 
study the bone structure. 

Even if the couple can't con­
vince the world, all is not lost. 
"We've already been invited to the 
Republic of China to lecture on 
this," Regusters says brightly. 
"And also to help them put togeth­
er an expedition to hunt for the so­
called 'Chinese primitive man.' " 

Big Foot, are you listening? 
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Pilots' report of mushroom cloud sighting baffles scientists 
By WALTER SULLIVAN 

New York Times News Service 

NEW YORK- Not since the great Sib­
erian blast of 1908 or the flash recorded 
over the South Atlantic by a Defense De­
partment satellite in 1979 has there been an 
explosive event as stubbornly mysterious as 
the mushroom cloud that appeared over the 
sea 200 miles east of Japan shortly before 
midnight April 9, 1984. 

It was so close to cargo-laden Flight 36 of 
Japan Airlines that the plane's commander, 
Capt. Charles H. McDade, swerved away 
from it, began a rapid descent, ordered his 
crew to put on oxygen masks and radioed a 
"May Day" distress call. 

"Looks like a nuclear explosion, only 
there was no fir~ ball," he told flight control­
lers in Alaska. His plane was slightly jos­
tled. "I turned tail and ran," he said later. 

The crews of KLM and Flying Tiger air­
liners, also headed toward Alaska, saw the 
cloud, too. All were flying above a 14,-

000-foot cloud deck from which a bulb ap­
peared, soaring at an estimated 500 mph. 
The bulb rapidly expanded to a diameter of 
200 miles - the distance between New 
York and Washington - then thinned and 
disappeared above 65,000 feet. 

The Soviet Union had warned of impend­
ing weapons tests, but far to the north. 
Still, the planes, and others passing the area 
on their way to Alaska, were diverted to El­
mendorf Air Force Base near Anchorage to 
be examined for radioactivity. None was 
found. Nor did any of the pilots see a flash, 
and other telltale effects of a nuclear blast 
were lacking. 

Nor was there any disruption of aircraft 
electronics, such as that to be expected from 
a nuclear explosion. 

Last year's event has been analyzed by a 
number of scientists, most recently in the 
British journal Nature by Andre C. Chang 
and James A. Burnetti of Teledyne Geotech 
in Alexandria, Va. They propose that it oc-

'It is important for the mystery 
to be solved. One should 
consider whether a nuclear war 
would have been started if the 
cloud had been observed in a 
more populated area.' 

-Dr. Daniel A. Walker 

curred when a meteor hit the cloud deck and 
disintegrated, producing a multitude of 
fragments. 

The kinetic energy of these particles, they 
say, generated enough heat to evaporate 
the cloud particles and cause a rising plume 
of air like that above a nuclear explosion. 

According to Dr. Daniel A. Walker of the 
Hawaii Institute of Geophysics, who has 
spent several months studying · flight crew 
interviews and available data, the meteor 
hypothesis does not explain the mushroom 

shape or the energy needed to force a cloud 
upward at 500 mph. 

In an analysis, published in the journal 
Science, he and his colleagues said, "The 
only known natural phenomenon capable of 
producing such rapid and extensive vertical 
motions are volcanic eruptions at their 

· source." 
Co-authors of his report in Science were 

Charles S. McCreery and Firmin J. Oliv­
eira. Their institute is at the University of 
Hawaii in Manoa. 

"Needless to say," Walker recently wrote 
to a Dutch colleague, "it is· important for the 
mystery to be solved. One should consider 
whether a nuclear war would have been 
started if the cloud had been observed in a 
more populated area." 

The same fears have been expressed, 
should there be a recurrence of the great 
1908 explosion. It leveled forests over a 
large part of Siberia, starting fires and kill­
ing numerous reindeer. Presumably it oc-
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curred high in the air, for no crater was 
formed. 

The favored explanation is that it was a 
comet too insubstantial to survive passage 
through the atmosphere, but moving so fast 
it exploded from the resulting heat. 

The 1979 flash was recorded by one of the 
Vela satellites placed in orbit to watch for 
nuclear explosions. Their sensors record 
hundreds of thousands of flashes from light­
ning bolts, meteors, ground-based lasers, 
direct or reflected sunlight. Most are very 
brief. The South Atlantic flash was more 
like the prolonged sequence from a nuclear 
blast. 

As a result, the Defense Intelligence 
Agency was reported to have decided that a 
nuclear explosion was the most likely expla­
nation. A panel of experts convened by the 
White House, however, concluded that the 
absence of other supporting evidence, such 
as fallout and atmospheric pressure waves, 

. seemed to rule that out. 

Maliing A Case For The Seemingly Impossible 

By JOYCE GEMPERLEIN 
Knltht·Riclder NeWSNI*'I 

fl ASHINGTON - As he had vowed he 
would, Joseph Newman of LUcedale, Miss .• 
brought his shiny. 9,000-pound energy 
machine to Washington on a .flatbed truck 
Wednesday. 

"The proof of the puddin' is in the 
eailn,' ., Newman, an inventor by trade, 
toll about 40 reporters and guests at a 
news conference at the ,Capital Centre, a 
su~rban sports and entertainment arena. 

a few minutes later an engineer, who 
has taken a leave from h.ls job to help 
Ne\'IJ/man win acceptance and a patent for 
his Invention, set the machine to whirring. 

Newman, 48, told the assembled report­
ers angrily and repeatedly that his energy 
mathine produces greater external energy 
output than external energy input. Lay 

~ people often abbreviate that to say the 
c:» machine "produces more energy than it 

Inventor Says Energy Device Defies Accepted Physics 
consumes," but Newman and his physicist 
proponents agree that the more complex 
statement Is more correct. 

The inventor has been trying for five 
years to convince the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office that his energy machine 
deserves a patent. The patent office, early 
on, labeled it a "perpetual motion ma­
chine,., one that produces energy without 
usinl any, and has refused the patent. 

Thousands of Americans attempt to get 
patents yearly and thousands are turned 
down. But Newman, a corps of about 30 
engineers and physicists, many of them 
well known, and a growing group of 
investors will not give up on Newman's 
machine. 

Newman wants a patent so he can 
produce his invention commercially with­
out worrying that it will be stolen. Already, 
there are inventors who contend they have 
developed machines that do what New-

man's purportedly does. 
Newman said Wednesday he also is 

pursuing his case against the patent office 
to protect other "creative people" who 
have been pushed around by the office. 

Newman makes extraordinary claims 
about his electricity-producing machine, 
which resembles a huge round tub with 
copper coils wrapped around its base and 
massive spinning magnets inside. A row of 
ordinary light bulbs fastened into lamp 
sockets is perched on top and a fan is lashed 
to its side. 

Because the machine Is nonpolluting and 
inexpensive to make, Newman and his 
proponents believe· it would free the world 
from utility companies, end the use of oil as 
a fuel and make obsolete the Internal 
combustion engine. 

Newman, who is self-taught in physics 
and electromagnetics, has over the past 20 
years developed theories that challenge the 

giants of the scientific world. 
That, essentially, Is why the patent 

office, In documents, says It will not give 
Newman a patent. The next court date in 
Newman's suit is June 30, by which time a 
judge has ordered Newman to surrender his 
machine to the National Bureau of Stan· 
dards f'lr testing and possible dismantling. 

Newman refuses to do so because he bad 
offered his machine for testing for years 
and was refused and because he does not 
want his machine destroyed. 

Turning over a device for testing is 
unprecedented in the history of the patent 
office, according to Evan Soule of New 
Orleans, who is doing public relations 
work for Newman. Patent office officials 
have declined to talk about Newman or his 
machine, saying his litigation bars their 
comment. 

Newman rented a corner of the Capital 

Centre for his demonstration Wednesday 
and spent about $50,000, much of it given 
him by investors who .believe his energy 
machine works. 

He brought with him several ·physicists 
and engineers who went to his home In 
Lucedale, 130 miles from New Orleans, to 
prove him wrong and then became believ­
en. 

Roger Hastings, a principal phySicist for 
Sperry-Univac, said he has tested the 
machinP. about 120 times and "It works.'• 

"It Is no more a perpetual motion ma­
chine than it . is a nuclear reactor,., said 
Ralph Hartwell, on leave from his job as an 
engineer for a New Orleans television 
station to work with Newman. Amolc;l 
Smith, a consulting engineer from New 
Orleans, called the machine "one of the 
most monumental achievements of his­
tory." 


