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Close encounters? 
A glaact at what's bn• apon .. 11 tH aky May 22, 1964 The object, at an altitude of more near New Haven between 8 and 9:30 
aroand Fort Way11. • The tower at Baer Field reports 

than 1,000 feet, slowly shin, and p.m. Both are described as having 
ch:iled from pinkish-w "te to red and white lights. 

receiving many calls about 9:30 p.m. bluis -white with each revolution. 
Feb. 7, 1955 

concerning UFOs. One witness Oct. 21, 1973 describes the objects as "four Oct. 14, 1973 
• An American Airlines pilot flying orange-yellow objects" that "flashed • A fireman involved in quenching 
over Fort Wayne sees "star-like" rhythmically with intense flashes." • Richard Pape, a Huntington a woods fire near St. Joe, Ind., says 
objects in the sky. The objects were farmer, says a flying o~ect with red he $8W "20 or 30" lights in the sky. 
"stationary, then speeded up and March 4, 1966 and blue lights followe him home. The lights were greenish-white and 
rushed away in groups of twos and • A Bluffton girl reports seein3 a 

Also in Huntington County, police circling; one then appeared to 
threes." report a white object zig-zagging plummet to the ground in the 

"cigar-like" object going aroun the across the sky. County police officer distance. The cause of the woods 
·moon at 4 a.m. LeMoine Drabenstot says the blaze is not determined. 

Sept. a, 1956 ~ickly moving object was "bigger 
Sept. 24, 1973 an a star" and in view for five October, 1973 

• A Fort Wayne resident reports minutes. 
seeing a "circular object slightly • A spherical object, described aa • A woman and her randson 
larger than a grapefruit" overhead having no exhaust or visible Oct. 18, 1973 

report seeing Jl greyis -white object 
for 45 minutes. It was "silvery white windows, is reported s~hted in the sky south of Fort Wayne at 
afld was very bright." between 10:15 p.m. an 12:30 a.m. • At least two UFOs are spotted about 4 p.m. 

Is anybody up there? 
In Indiana and northwestern Ohio, true believers and skeptics keep an eye out for encounters that defy earthly explanation. 

By ALAN DERRINGER 
Of The News-Sentinel 

"I have talked to people I've known all 
my life, who swear, 'John that thing was 
right there in the road ahead of us, or over 
the field next to us, or moving alongside the 
plane.'" 

Flying saucers, triangles or cylinders are 
the "things" people report to John Tim
merman of Lima, Ohio. The UFO investi
gartor has interviewed hundreds of people 
in the two-state area who share one thing in 
common: An encounter with something 
that defies earthly explanation. 

"These are · people whose credibility I 
cannot question," Timmerman notes. "The 
top CPA in town told me that he and three 
others were driving north of Lima when 
they saw something in the road - a 
strange, metallic-looking craft. It raised off 
the road and disappeared. He said, 'If you 
ever tell anybody that, I'll call you a liar.'" 

Timmerman, a graying, distinguished
looking man in his late 50s, sits behind a 
large desk at Lima's South Side Savings 
and Loan, where he is a vice president. He 
doesn't publicize the fact that he was 
named UFOlogist of the Year recently by 
the National UFO Conference: "I'm not 
sure the financial institution for which I 
work would consider that good public rela
tions. But when I went to work here, I told 
them this was part of the offer." 

That's because UFOs are part of his life. 
The Cornell University graduate is chair
man of the board and treasurer for the Cen
ter for UFO Studies (CUFOS), an Arizona
based organization that investigates un
identified flying objects. 

CUFOS is the creation of a skeptic
turned-believer. J . Allen Hynek, retired 
chairman of tile astronomy department at 
Northwestern University, founded the 
group in 1973 after working as a special in
vestigator 20 years for the U.S. Air Force. 
The Air Force officially concluded that 
UFOs did not present a threat to national 
security, although not all reports could be 
explained. 

"Hynek thought he could explain it all, 
and he could at first, but he found there 
were too many excellent, highly credible 
witnesses explaining too many details," 
Timmerman says. "He thought there was 
something going on that needed more study 
than what the Air Force was giving it." 

The Lima banker arrived at the same 
question mark earlier- in 1947, when he 
read of. a private pilot who reported nine 
saucer-shaped objects flying in a chain at 

an estimated speed of 1,600 _mph through 
the Cascade Range in Washington state. 
The search ·for UFOs has consumed Tim
merman's off-hours since. 

In a tiny, cluttered office across town 
from the savings and loan, Timmerman 
runs the international business office of 
CUFOS. A business call placed there 
doesn't concern fixed-rate mortgages. It 
could be from the CUFOS research center 
out in Phoenix. Better yet, it could be from 
an ordinarily serious Midwesterner who is 
at a loss to explain what he saw darting 
overhead or in the distance. 

But Timmerman doesn't find many 
messages on the answering machine about 
local UFO sightings these days. 

"We are in a slump as far as sighting re
ports. There are some reports, but there are 
very few of any consequence over the past 
three or four years." 

The most recent area report that excited 
him appeared west of Coldwater, Ohio, sev
eral months ago: A family saw "a brilliant, 
white shiny thing" hovering over their bam. 

The scarcity of UFOs in Ohio and Indi
ana reflects a trend around the world: In 
1973, CUFOS received hundreds of reports 
of sightings each day worldwide, including 
several from the Fort Wayne area (see be
low). That was when saucers, strange lights 
and humanoids made headlines in newspa
pers almost daily. Now, Timmerman says, 
the CUFOS Phoenix center collects just 
"hundreds of reports a year." 

He doesn't know why sightings come in 
waves: "If we knew what UFOs were, I 
could tell you. I'm not suggesting they're 
extraterrestrial, intelligent beings. But the 
evidence seems to suggest that.'' 

When Timmerman gets right down to 
the bottom line, seeing is truly believing. 
And he's never actually seen a UFO. 

ODD 

Charles Tucker, on the other hand, 
does believe intelligent beings are at the 
controls of UFOs. He differs from Tim
merman in two other respects. For one 
thing, he says he has seen two UFOs him
self: a boxcar-sized, oblong object while he 
was a theology and psychology student in 
the Southeast in the 1960s; and a wedge 
shape three years ago in the skies over 
Elkhart, Ind., where he lives. 

And Tucker believes they live right 
here on Earth - beneath the Amazon 
River and deep in oceans. 

Tucker, who is international director 

of the Nappanee, lnd.-based International 
UFO Investigative Bureau, says that in 
1981 he led an investigative team to an 
area of northeast Brazil known aa the 
Devil's Graveyard. There, he talked to 
people who said they had seen saucer
!!haped crafts burst from beneath the Am
azon River, which is 12 miles wide and 200 
feet deep in that area. He also found a 
hunter who said he had been knocked out 
by a beam of light from one of the objects. 

Although Tucker never found the un
derwater saucer bases, he believes they are 
red in color. 

"When we put people under hypnosis 
who say they have been abducted by 
UFOs, they describe a red city," explains 
Tucker in a telephone interview from the 
Nappanee furniture factory he owns. 
"Why don't they describe it as a blue or 
green city?" 

Typically, those who say they have had 
"close encounters of the third kind" (a 
phrase that J . Allen Hynek - not Steven 
Spielberg - coined to describe meetings 
with "humanoids"), they report seeing 
small human-like creatures with large 
heads and eyes, and frail bodies. Often, 
they remember being taken into large, 
lighted rooms and being examined on ta
bles before being released. 

Alvin Lawson, an English professor at 
California State University at Long 
Beach, has published theories explaining 
these common recollections: He believes 
people are recalling their own birth. Mem
ories of the womb might explain the color 
red, but Tucker prefers to believe there 
are red underwater colonies. 

Most of Tucker's investigations are 
closer to home than Brazil: "Last year, we 
heard there was some activity and a land
ing in Fort Wayne. But I believe it was 
meteorites. There were streaks of light." 

One of the strangest reports Tucker 
has investigated happened in 1978, east of 
Indianapolis on Interstate 70: Three 
truckers were talking to each other on 
CBs, when a bright blue light shone down 
on the trucks. 

"They were not able to see beyond the 
hood," Tucker says one of the truckers 
from Nappanee told him. "The radios 
died, and the engines sputtered to a stop." 

The blue light turned off after four 
seconds, and the engines and CBs started 
working again. · 

"'Hey, UFO, if you have your ears on I 
want to go with you,' one of the truckers 

allegedly said over the radio. The blue 
light lit again, this time for 15 seconds. 
Everything was silent. When the radios 
came back on, a woman who had seen the 
light from her car hailed the truckers on 
her own CB and said, "It looked like a big, 
blue lampshade over the trucks.'' 

Tucker says the trucker told him it 
took 90 minutes for his battery to com
pletely recharge, and that since then the 
truck's clock loses an hour a day. 

Tucker, who is also Indiana director 
for the Mutual Unidentified Flying Object 
Network (MUFON), another investigative 
group, oversees a statewide system of am· 
ateur investigators. One of them is Francis 
Ridge, an oil company public relations di
rector living in Mount Vernon, Ind. Ridge 
says he has a device to measure any elec
tromagnetic disturbances that UFOs could 
cause in the five-mile radius around his 
home. The siren attached to it has gone 
off 19 times since it was installed in 1970. 

Ridge believes the electromagnetic dis
turbances "have something to do with the 
power source" of UFOs. "The only other 
thing that could set it off is an earthquake 
or lightning," he claima. 

Although Ridge climbe onto the roof 
whenever the alarm is triggered, he's never 
seen a UFO because of the alarm. As a sec
ond alert system, he keepe Geiger counters 
in his home to measure any radioactivity a 
UFO might emit. That has also not netted 
Ridge any close encounters. 

But at other times, he's seen "a lot of 
nocturnal lights," and in daylight, some
thing that looked like a jet fuselage without 
wings. · 

"We are getting closer to what the facta 
are," says Charles Tucker. "I think they are 
advanced beyond us, and that they don't 
really need us." 

DOD 

There is something very strange out 
there, John Timmerman says. And it's ei
ther in the sky, or within people. 

"If they don't really see these things, 
then there's something very interesting 
about people that we should be examin
ing. Are they hallucinating in multiples? 
If, in fact, it is a mental aberration and 
four people simultaneously generate the 
same images, then science is looking the 
other way from something that needs 

(continued on page 2) 
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more attention. Why worry about the tree 
frog when we have something like this to 
study?" . 

Timmerman is inclined to beheve there 
is really something out there. He hopes. he 
has a close encounter some day to wtpe 
away his lingering doubt. 

"I go to a Methodist church. I've taught 
Sunday School and been a head usher. 
I've been asked, 'Timmerman, what does 
this do to your faith in God?' 

"I say, 'Whatever faith I had before, it's 
been greatly enhanced by the thought that 
this isn't the only place He may have cre
ated.' When people talk about God cre-
ating the universe and all the animals, it 
could have happened elsewhere at an ear
lier time." 

He may never know whether beings 
from a more advanced world exist. But he 
says that every sightinc be investieates 
brings him a little cloeer to the answers: 
What they are, where they come from 
and what they want. 

The evidence, he feels, slowly builds. 
In the meantime, finance and flying 

saucers both breed interest - interest 
that can crou-compound. 

"I'll be helping somebody open an IRA 
or a certificate of deposit. And they'll say, 
'While _I'm here I want, .~o tell you about 
somethmg. I saw one . . 

j Vaghi Sights 
11th UFO 

by FRAN SIKORSKI 

~ Dante Vaghi of Elizabeth Street, 
Bethel's perennial UFO contact~ (a 

~ term used in Unidentified Flymg 
U Object jargon) says he had another 

sighting Sept. 18 at 10 :5~ p.m. 
~ Describing his expenence, Mr. 
"' Vaghi said, "I always turn the porch 
~ lights on and look outside before I 
N go to bed. On that evening, I was 

looking up and saw an object with a 
~ bright light. On top of it was. a red 
~ light, with a somewhat b~ghter 

green light on the tail ~t10n .. I 
confirmed my sighting with a pau

tj of high-powered binoculars. ~e 
object was saucer shaped, traveling 

..-l along smoothly at about 12,000 feet 
Sl from a southwest to a northeast 
~ direction. It passed over my home, 
Ill picked up speed, and went out of 

sight. 

1.. "I called the Danbury and the 
Sikorsky airports and said, 'I guess 
you have something up there .'_ I also 

~ 
notified the airport at Wmdsor 
Locks, and the UFO Hotline in 
Brewster, N.Y., which accepts calls 
from UFO contactees, records the~ 
for listeners, and plays them back if 
the telephone number 914-739-6830 
is dialed. At that time, no other are_a 
sightings had been reported, but It 
was too early to tell," said Mr. 
V aghi, adding this wa~ his 11th 
sighting. His first sightmg was on 
March 10, 1950 at 4:40. At the 
time, he described it as a "huge 
black wing about 295 feet. Ion~ and 
75 feet wide." Mr. Vaghi believes 
that there also have been two 
possible UFO landings in Bethel 
near where the Grassy Plain Estates . 
are now located. Another so-called 
landing site by a UFO in ~orth 
Carolina was similar in descnpti~n 
to Mr. Vaghi's report to ~ In

vestigation committee at the tune. 
"fve been doing this for 35 years, 

and am convinced that ~o C?n
ventional craft would do thmgs like 
this. According to recent_ pol_ls 
taken 48% of the people believe m 
UFOs'." says Mr. Vaghi wh_o has 
designed a UFO T-shirt (selling at 
$9.99) that refers to him as a "UFO 
pioneer and expert," _and shows . a 
picture of the black wmg he saw m 
one of his sightings. . 

"I sent five T-shirts to President 
Reagan and received a thank you 
letter from the White House 
acknowledging the gift. I'd like to 
go up in space and see the many 
other planets that the Lord has 
created," Dante Vaghi said 
hopefully. 

PALLAili{M-I'l'EM, Richtond, IN - <£t. 21, 1985 
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S M t , B , was no rounded head and trailing bright rays make the bar invisible? 
eeS ys ery ar tail. The length of the bar was Seven o'clock. The bar was be-

At 6:15 in the morning ofl'tov. 9, I 
was sitting at the kitchen table 
sipping coffee. Dawn was breaking. 
I could barely see the conformation 
of the house and garage next door. 
The crescent moon to the southwest 
was bright. No stars twinkled, no 
clouds in the gray sky. The crests of 
the rugged mountains to the east 
were black. 

Cruising above the peak to the 
south of Chink's Peak a luminous 
bar of light was moving from the 
northeast, arcing apward at approx
imately a 45-degree angle toward 
the southwest. 

1 had never seen anything like it 
before ... a bar"' I was reminded of 
my husband's gold tie clasp. There 

probably 10 to 12 degrees longer corning visible to the southwest of 
than the breadth, and square on the tree trunk . I glanced at the 
both ends. It was moving slowly . moon. Was its brightness diminish-

The dark sky was lightening now ing? The sun touched the peaks. The 
at 6:30. revealing the color of the har was gone. What had I seen? A 
house next door. the branches of the spaceship? A UFO? What was that 
tall. barren tree in the backyard of mysterious bar in the sky? 
the third house south. The dark Nora Ann Allen 
trunk and smaller limbs would 2360 South Second 
impede my vision of the mysterious Pocatello, Idaho 83204 
bar. The moon was northwest of the 
har 's course. 

I glanced at the clock ... 6 :45. 
Through the smaller branches I 
could trace the bar. It was between 
my house at 2360 South Second 
Avenue and the mouth of the Port
neuf Canyon. The sky to the east 
was glowing. When the sun rose 
above the mountains would the 

The ··bar •· in the sky may have 
been a light refraction created by 
the sun as its rays rebounded off the 
snowy mountain lops beyond the 
horizon. - · Editor. 
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Phenomena-busters: 
:QL/1 South Charleston pair pursues things that go bump In the night 
.~ ~ By Nlek Adame E : N.,w...SW. Staft' Writer 

~ N SOUTH CHARLESTON - Larry 
t% , Tillman descends the basement stairs, 

~
.. i givina some computer operation instruc

tions as he aoes to his friend John Far
thing, who is seated before a small 

I 
computer screen at a desk below. 

The dimly-lit basement is lined with 
shelves that hold sophisticated-lookina 
electronic instruments, meters, gauaes, 
video tape recorders and reel-to-reel 
tapes. And otT to one side, of course, is 
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Vector- Tillman's robot. 
The basement looks more like a make

shift scientific laboratory than Sam 
Spade's detective office, but Tillman and 
Farthina describe themselves as invest
igators. 

"I've boen an investigator of stranae 
phenomena since 1965," says Tillman. 
"Since I was in high school." 

Farthing also has been investigating un
explained phenomena for 20 years. 

Tillman is one of the executive coordi
nators of the Phenomena Research Orga
nization (PRO). The organization has 

about 15 members, says Tillman. They 
meet once a month, and now and then 
take field trips together to investigate 
some unexplained phenomenon. 

"We're liable to end ·up anywhere," says 
Tillman, a radiological defense officer for 
the Ohio Department of Transportation. 
"The last field trip we went to North 
Lewisl)urg, 0., where there's been some 
Big Foot sightings. We're lookina for an
swers to these phenomena." 

When someone reports a sighting of an 
unidentified flyina object (UFO) to PRO, 
Tillman and others in the group so to the 
site and investigate it and try to determine 
if the sighting can Qe explained as the re
sult of a natural occurence. 

"If we can't figure out what it is, we put 
it in the category of'unidentified' and put 
it in the computer," says Farthing. 

"We keep trying to get everythina com
puterized and catalogued on computer 
tape," says Tillman, "so that if we have a 
sighting we can see how it correlates with 
other siahtings the world round." 

Tillman cataloaues UFO sightings ac
cording to similarities with other reported 
sightings, such as whether they were day
light or night $ightings, whether they were 
dish-shaped objects or other shapes, or 
whether there was a particular color of 
light associated with the sighting. 

"Every time someone reports a UFO 
the general consciousness automatically 
thinks 'little green men from outer 
space,' " says Tillman, "but that's not nec
essarily so." 

Tillman says be sighted and photo
graphed an unidentified flying object once 
himself. The photographs he took, which 
he developed in a darkroom in his base
ment, were published in the CUFOS 
(Center for UFO Studies) Association 
newsletter. Tillman also made a video
tape reenactment of his UFO sighting. He 
sighted the UFO on March 21 , 1981, on 
Ohio 665, east of London, 0 . There were 
35 UFO sightings reported on Ohio 665 
during 1980-81 , he says. 

"The UFO appeared as an orange ball 
of light that streaked across the sky," says 
Tillman. "The photograph I took shows it 
going between two trees." 

There are 16,000 reported sightings of 
UFOs every year, and approximately 85-
90 percent are explainable, says Farthing, 
"but that leaves 10-15 percent that's 
unexplained." 

In addition to being a member of PRO, 
Farthing is a member of the U.S. 
Psychotronics Association, which investi
gates, explores and researches mind-mat
ter interaction, he says. 

"There's a side of nalure that main
stream science ignores," Farthing says. "A 
point in fact is the bumble bee, which ac
cordina to the laws of aerodynamics 
shouldn't be able to fly." 

The bumble bee's winp don't produce 
enough lift to elevate the bee's heavy 
body, says FarthiDg. The bumble bee 
shouldn't be able to fly, but it does, he 
said. 

"Science just ignores it (the bumble 
bee's ability to fly) because it doesn't ao 
alona with their thinking," be says. 

We live in an "ocean of enetJY," says 
Farthing, but mainstream science doem't 
accept certain enetJY fields, like the .. N
motor." The "N-motor" is a "free eDerJY 
device" that was developed by invel)tor 
Joe Newman, says Farthing. The motor is 
a generator that creates energy without ap
parently drawin& enefJY from another 
source. 

The government and bia business aren't 
enthusiastic about such -devices because 
the development Of free enetJY devices 
would harm the economy, says Fartbi.n&. 
But people like Joe Newman are leamina 
how to "tap" into that free CDeiJY, be 
says. 

"There's a lot of free enCIJY .trouDd -
we just need to tap into it," Fartbin& says. 

An enCIJY field, or aura, sUJTOunds all 
living things, Tillman says. To explain 
what he means, Tillman often demon
strates the art of "dowsing." He takes two 
thin metal rods in his hands and walks 
toward a tree. When he reaches a certain 

point, he says, the rods will cross. The 
point at which the rods cross - of their 
own volition, Tillman says - is the 
boundary of the object's energy field. 

" When people think that it's just us 
manipulating the rods, we have them try 
it themselves," says Farthing. "And the 
same thing happens - the rods eventu
ally cross." 

Tillman and Farthing also are involved 
in phenomena investigation for their own 
amusement- as evidenced by Tillman's 
robot, Vector. 

He built the robot for his children, and 
he often demonstrates the robot in opera
tion at schools and libraries. Vector 
moves by remote control. He also tallc.s, 
moves his arms up and down, and opens 
and closes his pincher-hands. He is the 
third robot Tillman bas built. 

"Larry is a full-blown genius," says Far
thing. "He taught himself Basic computer 
programming in two evenings, and he 
hasn't had one minute of formal electron
ics training." 

Tillman and Farthing view themselves 
as the "ordinary people" who must inv~ 
tigate unexplained phenomena because 
the government won't. They're not tryi.ns 
to malce money through their research, 
Tillman says, and PRO isn't an organiza
tion that recruits members. 

"I don't want quantity," Tillman says, 
"I want quality, like the army says." 

"Yeah," says Farthing, "Larry's loolrin& 
for a few good aliens." 

~ Aliens find county 
~ ~ a tourist attraction? 
8 By CINDY L~ISE Both Mrs. Christ and Mrs. 

C-T Staff Writer Ward agreed to discuss the 
i5 Is there something in Lorain incidents with the C-T. However, 

County that could interest they said they are hoping to 
.~ beings from another world? avoid visits to their homes by 
~ Two reports of UFO sightings curiosity-seekers because there 
~ 811z hours apart on Oct. 6 and 7 is nothing to see . 
..., were convincing enough to draw Mrs. Christ, 23, of 208 Fur-

.. an internationally-known expert nace Street, said a wedge-

! 
to this area on Tuesday. shaped object hovered above her 

Charles L. Tucker, director of parked car at 10:30 p.m . Oct. 6. 
the International UFO Investi- She had noticed a bright, star-

• gative Bureau, Inc., spoke with like object as she was walking 
Laurie Christ of Elyria and towards the vehicle. Once inside, 

Pt,'j Joanne Ward of Grafton who she peered out and saw the 
D reported the sightings. white light "moving real fast" 

; 

towards her. 
AS IN every UFO account, 

credibility is a factor but Tucker "IT DOVE down ... (and) it 
said, "What made this sighting flipped on its side," she said. A 
unique was the fact that there greyish, diamond-shaped outline 
was more than one of them." . (cx:nti.nued en page 4) 
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(ccntinued fran page 3 -
amanCLE 'l'E[.H;RAM, Elyria, 

OH - Oct. 16, 1985) 
"blended in with the sky" but 
appeared to be about 25 feet 
long, she said. 

In the middle of the object, 
hovering silently at the height of 
a telephone pole, was an 
"intense" light surrounded by 
two green lights and two red 
lights, she said. 

"A big strobe light falling 
from the sky" was the way Mrs. 
Ward, of 1017 Chatum Court, 
described her UFO sipting 
from inside her Grafton borne. 

She was watching for her 
son's school bus when the pulsat· 
ing light dropped down in the 
vicinity of State Rt. 57 a short 
distance away. 

MRS. WARD said she bas no 
way of gauging the actual size of 
the object but in her range of 
vision it was "the size of a 
basketball." 

Both jokM that they didn't 
want their stories to end up in 
the National Enquirer, which 
has quoted Tucker in the past. 

"I told the man I'm a 
skeptic," Mrs. Ward said. 

Still, both women said it is a 
relief to ba¥e someone investi· 
gating. llecMDe they cannot 
explain wbt they saw. 

TUcur.Jl SAID the credibil· 
ity of the sigbtings is increased 
because both women reported 
the iDeideots to relatives or 
authorities before knowing 
someone else bad reported a 
similar sighting. 

He recorded their accounts 
and took samples of wilted 
leaves from several small trees 
near Mrs. Christ's borne. How· 
ever, Mrs. Christ said the leaves 
could have been damaged by 
frost. 

Tucker, who estimates be 
spends $20,000 of his own money 
yearly investigating UFO 
phenomenon,said he also is look
ing into a UFO sighting in 
Milwaukee, Wis. about 11:30 
p.m. Oct. 6. 

He said those who have 
reported seeing UFOs include 
former President Jimmy Carter, 
pilots and astronauts, citizens 
and military personnel. 

"THEY SAY (former Gov. 
James A.) Rhodes of Ohio saw 
one," said Tucker, the president 
Superior Inc., a Nappanee, In., 
furniture company. His UFO 
organization, which boasts of 78 
"bases" around the world, is 
headquartered in Nappanee. 

Tucker himself became inter
ested in UFOs after seeing a 
boxcar-shaped UFO several dec
ades ago. 

~ NER>, Bethel, cr - ect. 23, 1985 rn: a. Greenwood 

Bocce Players See Strange Sight 
by FRAN SIKORSKI 

"What do you make of it?" asked 
First Selectman Clifford Hurgin 
when a cluster of "UFO's (?)" 
hovered above the Bethel High 
School athletic field where between 
30 and 40 players and spectators 
were participating in an autumn 
bocce tournament about 10 p.m. on 
Oct. 17. 

"What do you think it is? There 
are no sounds. It's not a helicopter, 
but it could be a blimp," observed 
Police Chief John Basile, a member 
of a b'>Cce team participating in the 
tournament. 

Ultralight PlaneaT 
"We were playing bocce when 

aomeone spotted the lights in the 
sky. We didn't think it was a plane 
because it wun't moving. There 
were quite a few lights which 
aeemed to change colora, first 
reddiah to white. It started to mcwe 
toward Governor's Lane and then 
took off for Danbury," said Chief 
Buile, who immediately di.apatc:bed 
S,t. Charles Hupp, then on,duty, to 
Govemor'a Lane to obeerve the 
objecta with a pair of atrong 
biDOC'.llan. "He thought the for
mation micht be compriaH of 
ultralight plane., but we had no 
confirmation of this," said Cheif 
Buile, addiq that "someone cot a 
video camera and taped the objecta. 
People were stopping their can 
along Wbittleeey Drive and getting 
out to obeerve the formation. No 
one waa frightened," he added. "I'd 
aay there was more humor involved 
than anything else, but we were all 
curious as to what it wu." 

said, "Maybe the occupants want to 
join next year's bocce teams." 

formation . "I was in my shop by the 
railroad tracks when someone came 
in and called my attention to the 
objects in the sky," eays Dante. "We 
saw the objects about 8:45 and were 
monitoring them before they 
disappeared in the direction of 
Redding and Ridgefield. We 
wondered if the objects were 
ultralight planes (small one· 
paBSenger planes with a 35-foot 
wing span). We couldn't say for 

HeUer Look 

Attempting to arrive at a 
plausible explanation for the ap
pearance of the UFO's, Chief Basile 

While team members and 
spectators were speculating as to 
the origin of the UFO's, Bethel's 
perennial space enthusiast, Dante 
Vaghi, along with another UFO 
tracker , was driving south on Route 
53 toward Redding in an attempt to 
get a better look at the unusual 

~, Garden City, NY- liJv. 22, 1985 rn: R. lDcmer & B. Fisher 

LI Reports of UFO Inflated? 
By Patrick Brasley 

Look, up in the sky. 
It's a bird. 
It's a plane. 
No, N8888.u County police said last night, the un

identified object moving across the evening skies 
was a blimp. 

But then again, the Federal Aviation Adminis
tration and the Port Authority police said it was a 
prank by small planes flying in formation. 

More than two dozen N8888.u residents phoned 
Newsday last night to report a strange, silent object 
with blinking lights crossing north by northeast 
over Valley Stream, West Hempstead, Garden City, 
New Hyde Park, Westbury and Port Washington. 

Leslie GroBS reported she was coming back from 
a Cub Scout meeting with her children and husband 
in Manh888et about 8:30 p.m. when they saw an 
object "like a kite . . . moving slowly through the 
sky. There were white and red lights flashing on and 
off. It was a seven-dot configuration. Then it 
changed from a triangular shape to an oval shape. 
It wu quite large. It was low enough so that if it 

was a plane, you would have heard the motor. " 
Jerry Limata, of Port Washington, said the object 

was "very, very pretty, gorgeous. I wish I could fol
low it from here until it landed." 

After South Shore precincts received more than 
50 telephoned queries, a car was dispatched to the 
Hempstead area about 8:45 p.m. Officers Paul Schei
belein and Robert Schiller of the Fifth Precinct iden
tified the object as a blimp. They said they could see 
the oval shape and identify the running lights. 

Stanley Slevinski, a desk officer, said the calls 
"weren't the panicky-type calls like 'War of the 
Worlds,' nothing like that. It was more or leBB in
quisitive, please-don't-hang-up-on-me, I'm-not
crazy-type call." 

Despite the blimp theory, Port Authority police 
and the FAA said the UFO was probably four or five 
small planes flying in formation. Tower personnel at 
Kennedy Airport said they could move without a 
flight plan or control by the tower because they were 
not in controlled space near the airport. 

Tower personnel said it was a prank played by 
pilots, which they had seen before. 

sure. We did bear a humming noise, 
however, but it was difficult to 
classify it. I do know that UFO's do 
make a humming sound," he said 
excitedly. 

"No one will admit they've really 
seen a UFO until it lands. Those red, 
green, and white lights had me 
baffled, especially when the for· 
mation went into a 'V' ," he said, 
estimating that the objects were 
flying at about 2,000 to 3,000 feet . 
"I've had no experience with 
ultralight planes, btot I've seen 
pictures of them. 

He's Prepared 
"I'm prepared for all of this 

because I've studied a great deal of 
information about UFO's for 35 
years. When I hear that other 
people have had sightings, I feel 
very good. I just wonder why planes 
from Danbury or the Stormville, 
N.Y. airports don't track these 
objects down. 

"I hope the people in these planee 
are good people. They have the 
power to do anything, but they are 
staying their distance for now. I 
know that I'm prepared," says 
Dante, who last month instslled a 
sign above the family woodworking 
business. It reads, "Welcome, all 
people from other planets, to 
Bethel, Conn. USA." 

; UFO Sightings Unsolved 
CHARLOTIE, N.C. <AP > 

~ - Sylvia Bagby was run
ning across her neighbor's 
yard to get a better look at 

~ a strange, white, star-like 
object she had seen circling 

~ around the sky near 
~ Salisbury when she felt an 
.S "instinct" to turn around 
8 and look up. 

5 "When I looked up, I had 
~ never seen anything like 

it," said the 49-year-old 

; 

.. hairdresser . "It was 
shining through the trees 

~ 
over my neighbor's trailer, 
bigger than any moon or 
any sun, and it was like it 
was revolving. It was so 

i 
red it looked like hot coals. 
My first impression was, 
'This is it. This thing is 
going to disintegrate 
everything." ' 

But the round. red object, 
which Mrs. Bagby said was 
as big as a h~e and had a 
yellow halo, disappeared 

when neighbor Irene Jones 
ran out to respond to her 
screams. Then they wat
ched as the object reaJr 
peared in its bright star 
shape and circled to the 
east about 10 miles away. 

Mrs. Bagby said she felt 
a tingling sensation during 
the experience that night of 
Nov. 10, as if she had been 
out in the sun too long. 

"I looked in the mirror, 
but I didn't see any red 
places," she said. "I 
couldn't sleep for about a 
week. Every time I close 
my eyes, I still see it. 
Every time I walk out the 
door, I look up. 

"Most people, when you 
try to talk about it, they 
think you don't know what 
you're talking about, " said 
Mrs . Bagby, who never 
really thought much about 
unidentified flying objects 
before the experience. "I 

called the sheriff's depart
ment - they just laughed. 
So I really haven'tsaid that 
much about it ... It makes 
you feel so alone." 

She wasn't alone, said 
George Fawcett of Lin
colnton, assistant state 
director for the Mutual 
UFO Network. He said 
Mrs. Bagby's was one of 
live UFO sightings in North 
Carolina this year that 
remained after he in
vestigated several reports 
and found other causes for 
some. 

' 'I think as far as North 
Carolina is concerned, it 
was a pickup to a certain 
degree of sightings, " said 
Fawcett, 56. "And the 
sightings we got were bet
ter than we've had the last 
couple of years - they had 
more going for them in ter
ms of repetitions." 

The previous two years 

have brought about three 
or four UFO sightings 
apiece in this state. He said 
1986 should bring even 
more sightings as people go 
outside at night to view 
Halley 's Comet. 

Fawcett said that in the 
other UFO sightings in 
North Carolina this year, 

- Four people living 
near Lincolnton said they 
saw a Saturn-shaped object 
that maneuvered near 
their homes for about 30 
minutes on May 1, 
frightening animals and 
causing power failures and 
telephone interference . 
They said it vibrated their 
houses, cast a beam of light 
on one of them and gave off 
a "heat wave." 

- A woman · in Pilot 
Mountain said she saw a 
circular red, blue, green 
and white object with lights 
moving towards Elkin on 

Sept.2. 

- A man and his wife 
watched a round, white ob
ject the size of an airplane 
cross the road in front of 
their car near Lowesville 
on Oct. 8. They said it had n .. 
three tripod landing gears ::tl 
on the bottom and made an GJ 
intense humming sound in 
the area for about five ! 
minutes. 

- A woman was retur
ning home to Matthews !+ 
from work in Charlotte on 
Dec. 5 when she saw two 
bright, oval-shaped ob
jects, about 900 square feet 
in area , shaped like 

, diamonds on the rear. She 
almost hit a truck whose 
driver also saw two huge 
UFOs with "rows of white
lighted areas surrounded 
by borders'' flying above 
the treetops and across the 
road . 

4 
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M ost UFO sightings began after World 
War II. But the widespread credibili
ty now given to UFOs may have be
gun in 1969, when Neil Armstrong 
became the first man to set foot on 

an extraterrestrial body. Suddenly, interplane
tary travel was possible. We had done it, so 
could others .. . if there were others. 

So, do the scientists who live with John War
ren in one of America's most highly educated 
and research oriented communities have an 
open mind about UFOs? 

"The answer is generally no," Warren said. 
"You've got to understand something about sci
entists ... They have a curiosity, but only if it 
leads to something productive." 

Weapons, alternative energy sources, radia
tion-related medical advances- but not flying 
saucers or creatures from Alpha Centauri -
are the kind of practical projects that occupy 
the Ph.D.s of Los Alamos. That is where the 
contracts are. 

Warren said a friend 's reaction to UFO re
search typifies the sdentific community. "I'm 
only going to choose those things where I think I 
can make some progress,' ' the friend said. 

So why is John L. Warren <B .S. degree from 
the University of Chicago, Ph.D. from the Uni
versity of Maryland ) different? 

Warren was curious in 1974, curious that if 
there is something real about UFOs, then a new 
physics is involved in their propulsion or trans
portation across the galaxies to this planet. It 
would be a different science that is a quantum 
jump ahead of his own 20th century earthly 
work. 

He was working then as an administrator at 
the Los Alamos laboratory. He traveled to a 
MUFON conference in Des Moines, Iowa. " I 
became convinced that there was something 
there." 

Warren began collecting stories of UFO 
sightings and encounters from magazines and 
newspapers. Today, through personal work and 
with much information from MUFON and other 
groups, he has a catalog of more than 60,000 
incidents. Most happened within the past 40 
years. 

" All are multiple witness sightings," he said. 

Aliens? 
Reports of aliens seen by humans dep ict 
them as look ing like human fetuses . 

"That, plus all of the reading I 've done, 'has 
convinced me. Plus, some of the cases are real
ly difficult to explain away." 

T here are long lists of cases of auto
mobile interference by UFOs, circu
lar depressions and tripod marks in 
open pastures where unidentified ob
jects landed, soil rendered sterile by 

chemicals in the earth after a ground sighting 
of a UFO, personal contacts of humans with 
aliens. The incidents are worldwide. 

Warren talked about the appearance of a 
UFO near an Iranian air base. The object was 
chased by Iranian military jets and then turned 
sharply at high speed and pursued the jets. In
terviews with pilots and air controllers after 
the incident yielded no satisfactory explanation 
of the object's radical behavior. 

Three women in Kentucky who claimed a 5 
close encounter with aliens were hypnotized 
separately by University of Wyoming professor 
Leo Sprinkle. Under hypnosis , all three told the 

(continued on page 6) 
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identical tale of the enrounter. 
In December of 1980, American servicemen 

in England enrountered strange lights in Ren
dlesham Forest. Their report told of a small 
c-raft on or close to the ground. Three silver
suited "entities" were seen repairing the craft. 

"When you have 60,000 cases, they're not all 
kooks, " Warren said. "The more of these rases 
you read, the more reasonable they seem . 

·'Suppose that 99 percent of them are wrong. 
If there's even one that's correct, you've got a 
new phenomenon here." 

Warren and the others of MUFON are re
garded as the reasonable side of the UFO spec
trum. MUFON sponsors annual UFO confer
ences at universities and many of their 
representatives are, like Warren, respected 
scientists in other fields . 

But MUFON regards some UFO buffs as 
nuts , the lunatic fringe of a group already walk
ing dangerously near the edge of credibility . 
One Nebraska man passed through Santa Fe 
three years ago, handing out pens with "For
mal Inter-Planetary Contact, Capulin Mtn., 
N.M. - March 12, 1992" embossed on them. 

Others say a cryptic message is being 
transmitted by aliens in their encounters with 
humans. They say the names Johnson, Lincoln 
and Rose recur in sightings, carrying a mes
sage comprehensible to the earthling who can 
decipher the code. They see massive govern
ment conspiracies to suppress the real story of 
UFOs. 

MUFON members themselves think a gov
ernment conspiracy is possible, though some, 
like Warren, are skeptical. 

W 
alt Andrus of Seguin, Texas, interna
tional director of MUFON, is con
vinced that the United States gov
ernment is holding the bodies of 30 
aliens recovered from space craft 

that crashed in 1947 in southern New Mexico. 

• 'There are bodies recovered,'' Andrus said 
in a telephone interview, dry certainty in his 
voice. "We have an autopsy done by a doctor in 
the late '40s, early '50s. He said there were 30 
men at that time and he drew sketches." 

The sketches show a remarkably human-like 
entity of indeterminate sex, three to four feet in 
height. "The head is large in proportion to the 
body," Andrus said. "The bodies are slim, frag
ile ... of a gray, ash color. The chin is small, the 
mouth is a slit, deepset eyes, practically no 
nose, only two nostrils, arms very long in pro
portion to the body, only four very long fingers, 
partially webbed. 

Movie-goers will recognize the description as 
similar to creatur.es in the movies Close En
counters of the Third Kind and E . T. 

"That's the pattern that repeats over and 
over again," Andrus said, adding that the bod
ies of the aliens recovered in New Mexico are 
now distributed among medical institutions 
across the United States. A massive govern
ment cover-up has kept them from the general 
public, he said. 

John Warren is not convinced there is a cov
er-up. " I honestly don 't know, " he said. " It's 
conceivable, but I'm not certain. 

"When unusual events have occurred, I've 
tried to pulse the intelligence system ... They 
give you no answer. You put the question to 
them and nothing comes back." 

Still Warren is convinced that at the base of 
UFO s'ightings is something beyond our ability 
to understand, even with today's advanced 
physic-s . 

" It will take a genius (to understand the 
UFO's technology)," he said. "Until then, we'll 
have to get lucky. 

"The phenomenon is so elusive ... it's unpre
dictable. You can't sit there and wait for it to 
happen and then make measurements." 

W 
here do the UFOs come from and 
how do they move so quickly across 
cosmic distances? 

"We can't conceive of visiting any
where else <in the universe ) in less 

than a period of years,'' Warren said. ''Could it 
be that we are a three-dimensional world em
bedded in a four-dimensional universe?" War
ren said. "It's conceivable if there were anoth
er dimension that it might be extremely easy to 
get here from very far away. Anything that 
would prove another dimension is something 
that physicists need to pay attention to." 

What are UFOs, ultimately, after the confu
sion of sightings and hoaxes and Steven Spiel
berg movies? John Warren thought for a 
moment and responded slowly and carefully. 

" It seems to be evidence of extraterrestrial 
intelligence and that makes it very important. 
But it is also a phenomenon we don't have con
trol over and cannot study well. 

"That's all I can really say about it. There's 
something there, but we don't know what to do 
with it. 

"The answer may be that they are, In their 
way, ... broadening our horizons without doing 
essentially what we did to the American Indian. 

"But it's very hard to guess, when you've got 
an alien culture, what motivates them." 

\·-h . 

Alcalde report 
leaves questions . 
of 1984 sighting. "· 
Were lights a UFO 
or low-flying _ 
military plane? 

, ·· John Warren has yet to see an actual UFO. 
But 1f the Wliite Rock physicist had driven W 
'the edge Qf; tbe ,Pajarito Plateau and lookedt 
no~too"tbenJght of April24, 1984, he might ' 
have ha~hisfirst encounter. 

As it is, warren investigated the report of 
brilliant lights moving over the Sangr:~ de Cris
to Mountains seen by 34 people from Meda
nales, west of Espanola. to-the village of Tru
chas. The 19-page report he wrote with 
K.J .Ewing of Los Ala_mos is the most exhaus
tive and recent analysis of a UFO in northern 
New Mexico ... 

The bright lights and a strange-shaped object 
were first seen by Mel Medina of' Alcalde, north 
of Espanola, at about 7:05 p.m. Medina told 
Warren that the object was stationary from 
7: 10 to about 7: 2S in the direction of northeast 
by east·. It then mQved from left to right and 
turned toward Truc-has Peak. 

Finally, it disappeared from view. 
Medina's report was confirmed, with vari

ances in observations, by 33 other people in 
warren's investigation. After looking at' Feder
al Aviation Administration (FAA) r&dar tapes 
from that period, Warren ronduded that the 
object was a military K~-135, a tanker version 
of the civilian Boeing 707 Jet transport. 

The mysterious object's flight over the moun
tains, plotted from eyewitness accounts, was . 
compared to the FAA radar track·of the mUl~ • 

1_tary plane. The two were roughly comparable. - r~: 

"W~ believe that this military,craft can ac- ~~ 
count for many of the eyewitness aec;ounts, but 
not all," the report reads. 1'1t ts difticult to un· 
derstand how Medina could have observed the 
craft for 15 minutes before it crossed . the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains and entered the 
Espanola Valley. Almost all observers estimat
ed the object's size as substantially laitger than 
a commercial airliner. Medina observed the ob
ject through binoculars, but eould not see any 
wings." 

The report disC'ounts the possibility of blimps 
or weather balloons causing the sighting. It also 
rejects theories published in newspapers that 
attributed the objec-t to a Los Alamos laser used 
that night for environmental studies. 

There are problems with the KC-135 solution. 
Observers claimed to watch the object for long
er than radar showed the airplane in the area. 
Though Medina said he first saw it at 7:05, the 
report calculates the airplane's earliest possl' 
ble visibutty'to have come at 7:20. Medina re
ported that a red light separated from the ob-

1ject and flew·out of view, returning eventually 
to Its original position. · 

Finally, the radar data showed several other 
unidentified tracks in the area before the KC-
135 showed up. None w~re visible after the tank
er left the area. 

The report's final c.ontiusions are listed "in 
order of Increasing strangeness." 

1. The object was only the KC-135. Witness 
. reports were inaccur~te. 

2. A small private plane wandering over the ." 
valley accounted for the early radar trac~. ~ 
Witness reports were Inaccurate. . " · 

3. A large UFO was in the valley and seen by ! 
several people, though it did not register well 
on radar. ~t left the ~alley before the KC-135 
entered the area. 

"About all we can do," the report says, "is 
chalk it up to experience and wait for. another 
UFO to appear. 'L 

Two UFO sightings 
reported in Boxboro 
By PATRICIA MONTIUNY 
Saa 8&1« 

BOXBORO - An unidentt· 
fted nyin& object apotted by 
two Boxboro police omcera 
Saturday ni&ht was seen acaiQ 
lut ni&ht by an Emenon Hos
pital pbyaical tberapiat, her 
dau&bter and her daqbter'a 
friend. 

it miibt be an unidentlfted 
flying object 

Officers Stephen Trefry and 
Robert Morrill spotted two 
large orange Ughta at tree top 
level Saturday night, while 
physical theraplat Marcie 
Robinson , her 14-year old 
daUihter Jennifer and Jennif
er's friend Kelley McDermott. 
14, of Groton saw the UFO thl1 
morning. 

According to Robinson, abe 
was driving to work around 
7:30 this morning when abe 
a potted two large orange lllbta 
just above tree top level. 

"All of a sudden we saw two 
oranace ligbta beaminac out of 
the clouda, Robinson aaid. 
"They didn't aeem to be mov· 
ing, they just aeemed to be ait
tiOI there." 

lrlght orange lights 

Robinson of 33 Prescott St 
was driving along Depot Road. 
"They just sat there throulh 
the trees at a 30 desree angle, 
we tried driving closer toward 

tbe direction they were eom• :J: 
Ina from, but then lOit aiJbt of ::J:II 
them." 

Robinaon aaid when abe ar· 
rived at work abe called ~ R 
pie who lived ia the area to ... i+ 
If they bad aeen all)'tbiq, but 
they didn't. She then tel• ~ 
phoned police. · .. 

Oddly enoup, abe apou to ....... 
omcer Trefry, who alo01 with ~ 
Morrill a potted the aame thin, I V1 
last Saturday nllbt ! 

"We were on Rte. 111 when ~ 
we apotted the two orance " 
ligbta, about 15 to 20 feet india· ?:l 
meter hovering around tree 
top level." Trefry said they .

1 
GJ 

chased after the lllbta IOiDI 
up Rte. 111 into Harvard, then 
up Woodchuck Htll Road, 
where the li&bta then reap
peared. "We watched for 
aeveral minutea, the li&hta 
.-emed to move from aide to 
aide, then they diuppeancl," 
Trefry said. 

Trefry called the UFO bot· 
line in Medford to report the 
lilbtin&, and said investi&a· 
ton will be cominl to inter
view him thi1 weekend. 

Thia ia the aecond time that 
Trefry bu spotted a UFO. 

"Sometime last aummer 
when I waa worklDI a late 
nllbt ablft, I waa in the area of 
Flag Hill when I saw three 
bright Upta, the one in the 
middle was white, and the two 
nankioa it were ora01e." He 
aald the orange lllbta were the 
same u be aaw tbil put 
Saturday. 

UFO sightings attract 
investigators to area 

..~ 

~ 
BY PATRICIA MONTMINY 
Sun Stall' 

BOXBORO - Investigators 
Crom the Mutual Unidentifted 
Flying Object Network inter
viewed two Boxboro pollee 
omcers and nve Harvard resi
denta concerning unidentified 
flying object (UFO) aightingi 
earlier this month. 

"I'm &ettinl all aorta of tele
phone calls, .. said orfieer 
Stephen Trefry. 

He said that several people 
&om Harvard telephoned him 
yesterday morning to report that 
fhey also saw the objed Oetober 
19 in the same area where Trefry 
and Officer Robert Morrill 
made their sigbti~ 

In addition, several reatdentl 
reported aeeiDI a UFO laat 
week. Trefry added that Pep
perell attorney Joaeph Cau}. 
field contacted him to report 
that be saw four UFO'a and re
ported the sighting to Bollia, 
N.H. pollee. Caulfield was not 
available for comment this 
morning. 

According to Trefry, the in· 
veatigators spent two hours with 
him and Morrlll yesterday trac
ing the route in which they saw 
the object 

Orange lights 

Trefry and Morrill were on 
patrol on Rte. 111 in Boxboro 
when they spotted two large 
orange lights al tree top level. 
TrefrJ iaid they chased after the 
Uabta going up Rte. llllnto Har· 
nrd then up Woodchuck Hill 
Road where the lilbta reap
peared once qain before dis
appeariJll. 

The inveatlgators, two men 
and a woman, had Trefry and 
Konill take them to the areas 
where they aaw tbe object The, 
were tben asked to tab a Polar
oid photo, then mark a photo u 
to exactly where the object was. 

In addition, the investigators 
aated both policemen to tlll out 
a three-page form which asked 
detailed information on weath· 
er, phyaicalland conditions and 
airport• or mllitary inatalla· 

1-' 

Uon.a in the area. !""" 
Tre(Ty said that he turned 

over the names of flve people in ~ 
Harvard who also saw the ob. 

1 jed. He said three people were 
out walking when they made R 
their aiibting. and two others i+ 
spotted the object from their ltv., 
log room window. Two residents ~ 
said they saw orange lights in ... 
the shape of a ball, he said, and ....... 
pinpointed the time to around ~ 
10 p.m. Oct. 19. V1 

Trefry said be and Morrill saw 
two oran&e ball• about three to 
four reet wide and about l!i to 20 
feet apart "They hovered over 
the tree line and lit up the sky as 
they pulsated," Trefry said. 

Trefry said the investigators 
believed the stories, but could 
not otTer any explanations pend
ing the conclusion oftheir inves
tigation. 

"There is obviously aome
thiOI&oing on out there," Trefry 
said. He said contacted omciala 
at Fort Devena, but they could 
not offer any explainatlona. 

Trefry, who believes that it is 
"possible that there could be 
life forma on other planets," 
said be could not rule out the 
possibility that the incidents 
are connnected to military acti
vities. 

He said that while be and Mor
rill watched the object, there 
were no alps or sounds of any 
aircraft. He said that afterwards 
they did see a jet plane, 
apparently on its way to Logan 
Airport in Boston. 

A UFO was also cited last 
week by Marcie Robinson, of 33 
Prescott Street, in Boxboro. 
Robinson, a physical therapist 
at Emerson Hospital in Con
cord, said abe was driving to 
work with her daughter and 
daughter's friend in the car 
when abe saw a sight similar to 
what Trefry and Morrill 
observed. 

"All of a sudden we saw two 
large orange lights beaming out 
of the cloullda," Robinaon said. 
"They didn't seem to be movi01, 

6 they just seemed to be sitt.in& 
there above tree top level." 

AI abe drove cloaertlleot.;ect 
diaappeared. 
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SEARCHING 
FOR 

STARMEN 
By BILL SMITH 

B
OL'LDER- Nov . 10, 1!181. 

The portrait l'Volving on Michael's 
sketchbook never will hang in a gallery, 
even though the charcoal strokes are 

those of a talented impressionist. Depicted is a 
standing hun:'anoid , its nightmarish features clearly 
alien m ongm. The artist draws feverishly - but 
not from model or memory. Only a drep hypnotic 
state can unlock that image trapped in his uncon
scious, haunting him for nearly a yea r. 

If awakened from the trance , Michael could 
easily retrace the drive with his wife , :\1ary, to 
their Longmont home a year past on Nov. 19. The 
couple also could describP the intense beam of blue 
light which "locked onto the ca r, .. sumehow lifting 
the rear wheels into the night air. However 
neither would be able to account for the hour of 
missing time that followed, nor the odd rectangular 
mark found later on Mary 's abdomen . 

Michael's guide in the the hypnosis session, 
Richard Sigismond, silently observes the artwork 
from a corner of the dim room. Linda Moulton 
Howe (the special projects chief for KMGH-TV, 
Denver) logs on a tape recorder the artist's ram
bling remarks about what may, or may not, have 
been a "close encounter of the third kind ." 

Michael talks of a large dome-shaped object 
shrouded in mist . By a doorway stands "a strange 
looking person," wearing gold-colored cloth of 
some unusual design. The head is "long ... bald, 
with grey skin." Adding texture to a thin, claw-like 
hand, the artist mentions the absence of a thumb. 
His concentration is keen , thanks to Sigismond's 
suggestion that he only see the drawing and the 
materials. Nevertheless, the image seems to pro
voke Michael: one moment, he buries his head in 
his arms, the next , he shouts at the portrait, "Get 
the bastard!" 

Several other drawings come out of the ses
sion, ~fichael's fourth . One illustrates a long ramp, 
apparently made of light, which extends form a 
saucer-shaped object . Another shows an examina
tion table, from whil'h ~lichael says he lay "naked 
as a jail bird," as a light floated overhead. He 
recalls being separated from \lary and then hearing 
her scream from the far side of the craft's glowing 
interior. Those surfacing memories merge with his 
present state of reality . The entity is in tune with 
his mind, he says, aciding, " He knows everything 
I'm doing and thinking. lie 's picking my mind." 

The session over, Sigismond guides Michael 
from the trance only after llowe conceals the 
drawings, in case the images might prove too 
shocking. Even so. rl'living the experiem.:e in dl•t•p 
trance so unnervt>s tht> subject, that a year will pass 
before he returns for a therapeutic program of 
po~t - hypnotic su~l'stions permitting gradual recall. 

:\lichael nen•r learns that his sketdwd figure 
- the first portrait of a l'l·'Onaut hy a professional 
artist, claims Sigismond - hears a marked resem
blance to beings in photographs seen only by those 
" on the cutting edgf:' of L:FO rest•an·h. " Property of 
Len Stringfit>ld (author of the l'FO d;l.;si<·, "Situa
tion R<'d"). those pidures show hurnt'd cadavers of 
creatures that supposedly died in a l%0s UFO 
crash at Los Alamos Atomic Ent•rgy Commis..;ion 
Cl'nter in New ~lt•xico . Humor ha.-; it, says Sigis
mond, that the bodies an.' stored in cryogenic cao;es 
at \\'right-Patterson Air Forn• Base, or CIA Head
quarters at Langley. 

Extraterrestrials sniffing out our own hack
yard'' Government ('OVer-ups? Suc-h talk is not what 
one might expect from Richard Sigismond, de
scribed by his acquaintances a-; serene, oftentimes 
eloquent. Rorn near Niagara Falls and residing in 
Boulder for the la-;t 2!) yt•ars, he looks every bit the 
philosopher with his bald pate, silver-white beard 
and tweed attire. 

His academic training in psychology and an
thropology includes a bachelor's degree from SUNY 
at Buffalo and graduate studies at CU. Bookshelves 
lining eHry wall in his home suggest a life-long 
process of self-edu<:ation in fields of quantum 
physics, geology. political theory, fine arts and 
metaphysics . 

Boulder's 
Richard Sigismond has 
seen grotesque caHie 
mutilations, heard the 

stories of scared 
witnesses and even, 

he says, had two close 
encounters. That's why 
he is considered one of 
the country's foremost 

UFOiogists. 

Ptorhaps it is pr('eist•ly that eclectic- background 
that has motivated the :}5-yt•ar-old Sigismond to 
im·olve himself with this enigmatic business. For 
three decades, he has tried to unravel a mystery 
which - like a crime lackin~ clear-cut motives -
may be unsolvablt>: the l 'FO phenomenon. His 
Sl'arch for answers demands perseverance, as most 
cases turn out to be misidentified weather balloons, 
satellit es or lenticular douds. But what hypotheses 
can be drawn from the truly anomalous aerial 
events - the 10 percent not explainable by known 
causes, or the more than :300 rt>ports since 1970 -
like Michael and Mary's - that allege encounters 
with non-humans'? The Boulder L'FOiogist claims 
that L'FOs do indeed exist and are piloted by 
intelligent beings from .. . elsewhere . 

EARTH: 
UNDER SURVEILLANCE 

"The mimmum hypothesis'? CFOs are artifact 
craft and intelligence-gathering devices created by 
extremely advanced technologies ," he insists. ·· we 
speculate the planet is under survetllance by half a 
dozen societies of unkown origin. !'vfost are ('Xtrater
rt"strial, and some may originate from another 
dimension or parallel reality." 

One person's opinion, to be sure. But he 
prt•st•nts a painstaking ease for his theories, arming 

solicit funds from their fol
lowers with talks about how 
our ills will be solved by 
benign beings from Alpha 
Centauri. These cults did 
their damage in the '50s and 
'60s, but there are Vf:'ry few 
left." 

Just as damaging to the 
case for L'FOs, as debunkers 
love to point out, is that 35 
years of research have failed 
to turn up a single physical 
artifact proving the phenom
enon is rt>al. To be sure, 
thousands of fuzzy photos 
and film clips have been 
offered as "incontrovertible 
proof" of UFOs - so claim 
banner headlines in the 
~ational Enquirer. But the 
l'FO movment's crf:'dibility 
has suffered rach time such 
t•Yicience was identified as 
nothing more than swamp 
gas , or when skeptics ex
posed an outright hoax. as 
when one publicity hound 
used trick photography to 
make a hubcap look like a 
UFO. 

Today, UFO inwstigators 
rely on isophotonwtric anal
ysis to weed out photos that 
are fakes or IFOs. Even so. 
the lefto,·ers - pictures of 
nocturnal lights or silvery 
objt>cts in daylight that defy 
explanation - are ignored 
by the media. Admits Sigis
mond, it's a dilemma: Ilow 
can ynu huild an argunwnt 
for UFOs .,., hen the hc>st 
available evidt>nt:P involvt>S 
ohjccts that evl'n scientists 
ran only dassify a.-.; 11 uniden
tifiahlt ... ?" 

himself with diagrams, sketches and transcripts St ru).!glin~ aKainst t ht..• 
from his vast files . (Atop his desk is a recent report l'FO movt>ment's public im
from an Iranian contact; handwritten in Farsi, it age <l'i a pst•udo-science, Sig
awaits translation .) He is a walking compendium of ismond and his wllt•agues 
do:se f:'n<·ounter investigations, both his own and aim to dPsign nwaningful ex
those documented by other UFO sleuths. periments and methodology 

With missionary zeal, he takes his message to that meet modem scientific 
any public forum. A popular lecturer, Sigismond standards. An abundance of 
relished the chance to speak last year before the technical literature and 
National Military Intelligence Association, an orga- newsletters published by 
nization of returned and active intelligence officers. ~IUFON (Mutual UFO :'-!ct
lle is featured in two documentaries, "The UFO work) or APRO (Aerial Pile
Experience" (KPIX-TV, San Francisco) and nomena Research Organiza
"Strange Harvest" (Linda Moulton Howe's investi- tion) set exacting guidelines 
gation on cattle mutilations, KMGH-TV, Denver). for UFO research. 
Peter Boyles has found him a colorful talk show While there arc no spccif
guest, a.s has Karen Telleen, host of KGNU's ic prerPquisites to join the 
"Cabbages and Kings." corps of UFO researchers, 

"He is spellbinding as an individual, and says Sigismontl. the fielrl in
obviously takes a very scientific approach to his dudes rnanv scientists, doc
investigations," says Telleen. She recalls that an tors and <·t;llege professors. 
otherwise good show turned sour for a moment "There are many technit..'a!ly 
when she made a facetious remark about Sigis- trained pt-ople like .John 
mond's beautiful gardens. "I asked if the flowers Schcssler, a ~AS:\ engint•e r . 
were arranged as a signal to UFOs, and he shut His most famous investiga
down quickly, became very defensive." tion was· the ·Cash-Landrom 

Nothing can trigger sensitivity in Sigismond as Case .· Two women and a 
much as when journa1ists poke fun with him about child sustained radial ion in
the "idiot fringe." He refuses any contact with juries in a close encounter 
several local UFO clubs. At one group's meetings, outside Houston in JHSO." 
you can hear reports of dog fights between Iranian St:hessler's laboratory analy
jets and L'FOs are peppered with tales of Sas- sis ennfirmed microwave ra 
quatch, ghosts and a levitating statue of Blessed diation, possihly caused, so 
Virgin Mary. Another session features Dr. T. Galen he conjectures, by secrPt 
Hieronymous, inventor of a "radionic machine ," military tt..•sts of advann•d 
which brings about visits by the "Mother Ship of flying systl•ms. 
the Galactic Council." Sigismond is a senior in-

'Tnfortunately, there are a number of quacks v~stigator for ClJFOS (Cen
in this field," says Sigismond. "Some are simply tt.>r for UFO Stwlit>s), found
misguided. Then there are the con artists who . ed in HJ73 hy the '"dean of 

U'Ology," Dr . .J. Allen Hy
nek . When alerted hy tht> 
t'UFOS Hotline ahout. a 
sighting. he travels to tht> 
ltwation to interview wit 
twsses and t•xamine physical 
traces . Details of tlw t'\'t•nt 
- limP. duration. lo<"ation , 
weather, trl\iectory and ob
ject description - are docu
mented and forwarded to 
the Evanston, Ill., headquar
ters. This data is cross-corre
lated to detect patterns of 
UFO activity. (A computer 
bank at Princeton stores in
formation on over 30,000 
VFO cases.) 

One Ct.:FOS study, for ex
ample, reports that 32 per
cent of hovering CFOs oper
ate at low level, 45 percent 
are silent and 17 percent are 
a'i..'ioeiated with power dis
turbances. 

"We have an embarrass
ment of information like 
this, but we still don't have 
an entity to talk to," con
fesses Sigismond. Frustrated 
by the tediousness of such 
stastka l exercises, but reso
lute that hard evidence can 
be unturned, he spends up 
to 30 hours a week on UFO 
research . Yet he does not 
earn a penny for his time, 
and even phone and travel 
t>xpenSt>S are paid out of his 
own IJ(><·ket. 

He earns his livelihood as 
a mining t•ngineer and Presi
<knt of Aquarius Mining 
<"ompany, whit..'h operates a 
silver proc~ssing plant in 
Caribou, dormant since the 
silve r crash a co uple of 
yt>ars ago . That business 
provides him with sophisti
cated equipment for his 
field inwstigation of UFOs, 
induding a geiger counter, a 
magnetometer and ultravi
olt•t black liW1t instrument'>. 

Sigismond ha., written 25 
artides for publications like 
the International UFO Re
porte r, and his favorite sub
ject involves investigation in 
which he has employed hyp
notism . Reflecting on the 
ca-;e of Mit'hael and Mary 
(pseudonyms, the true 
names and a new West 
Coast address are on file), 
he notes the adherence to 
dozens of classic UFO abduc
tions. The pattern includes 
seizure of humans aboard a 
craft, examination by huma
noids and telepathic commu
nication with crew members 
who make assurances of 
safe return. Invariably. ab
ductees are not reassured , 
he says. Instead, they are 
traumatized . 

He adamantly denies that 
Michael or other subjects 
might be perpetrating hoax-
es. ''If faked, the individual 
has to consdously decide to 
ciesign a hoax and then 
maintain it under deep hyp- 7 
nosis. It is unlikely that, in 
this state, an individual can 

(continued CD page 8) 



control bodily functions as
sociated with the expression 
of trauma, including elevat
ed heartbeat, copious tears, 
body shaking and changes in 
pallor." 

'LITTLE 
GREEN MEN' 

(ccntinued frcm page 7 - lllULY CAMmA, Boulder, CD - N:w. 3, 1985) 
lie agrees, however, that 

there is danger of t·ontami
nation of information . 

held a degree in criminolo
gy," says Sigismond. "The. 
officer reported a cigar
shaped craft, 60 to 70 feet 
long and the size of a sub
marine, which illuminated 
the landscape in a brilliant 
red. The craft played cat 
and mouse with his cruiser 
along winding roads, so 
close that it very much in
tiinidated the officer." 

tains an intense curiosity, 
but finds that he functions 
with a complete sense of 
detachment about his eases, 
much like a surgeon' con-

tween our countries. " 
"I would ask them their 

motivations for coming, how 
they judge us, or scale U!l 

relative to our own change 
of pers(>ffti\'es since World 
War II . If mankind can look 
up to see ourselves as a part 
of a vaster order of the 
univ~rse. then pt>rhaps Con
tact will alter our perspec
tives. Perhaps this will 
rhan~t> human hehavior. 
keepmg us I rom the poten
tial of nuclear catastrophe." 

• 

The validity of Sigis
mond's hypnotism tech
niques is being challenged 
by Dr. Alvin Lawson, an 
English professor at Long 
Beach State, and Dr. William 
McCall, a specialist in hyp
notism. They hypnotized a 
person who believed she 
was abducted and a volun
teer who was told to imag
ine an abduction. Roth sub
jects, in deep · trances, 
described vaguely non-hu
man creatures. 

"~'or t>xample, you've had 
a close encounter and I 
place you under hypnosis. 
You describe this lightt>d 
something-or-other in the 
sky. In my enthusiasm, I 
say, 'OK, what did this 
space ship look like?' Notice 
what I have done. You de
scribe a tiaht. But you are in 
a suggestible state, and be
cause of my directive ques
tion, you reinterpret the 
light as a space ship. A 
skilled investigator always 
uses non-directive ques
tions." 

Other cases, no matter 
how good, simply slip 
through an investigator's 
fingers. Sigismond recently 
interviewed a husband and 
wife who witnessed a close 
encounter of the first kind. 
Driving down the interstate 
at night, they pulled to the 
roadbed to study a bright 
light. He says, "They rolled 
down the windows and saw 
an object with bright col
ored lights at 100 feet eleva
tion. No sound. Barely mov
ing 20 miles an hour. It was 
the size of two houses." A 
detailed letter and diagram 
followed, but the witnesses, 
both prominent members of 
a local community, refused 
to be identified. In an inter
view with Daily Camera, the 
husband, a successful busi
nessman, expressed concern 
that the publicity would 
make him a laughingstock 
with his associates. 

ducting an appendectomy 
for the thousandth tiine. He 
has examined grotesque cat
tle mutilations, listened to 
traumatized witnesses and 
even personally experienced 
two close encounters, yet he 
denies having "any emotion
al reactions or feeling or 
fear, at all." But should he 
ever meet extraterrestrials, 
face-to-face, he concedes 
the possibility that his scien
tific objectivity might be 
overcome. He says, "I can
not help but feel that I 
would be in awe of them, 
respectful of their advances 
in physics that we haven't 
quite yet dreamed of." 

BILL SMITHjs a Denver free-lance writer. 

"In general, the imaginary 
and the 'real' experiences 
here are identical, which in
dicates that the narratives 
aren't real physical experi
ences," claims Dr. Lawson. 
''They believe that some
thing happened to them, 
and I think that something 
'real' in psychological tenns 
does happen to these peo
ple . But I don't think little 
green men are doing it." 

A good case depends not 
only on the expertise of the 
investigator, says Sigismond, 
but also the credibility of 
the witness. Roughly 11 per
ct>nt of the adult American 
population - 15 million peo
ple - claim to have wit
nessed a UFO, according to 
a 1974 Gallup poll. But how 
many of those people can 
distinguish between a UFO 
and the planet Venus? Sigis
mond prefers the witnesses 
who are trained and knowl
edgeable observers. 

(cxntinued on page 9) 

If so, counters ~igismond , 
how do you explain sepa
rate, but corroborative testi
mony by two hypnotized 
subject-;? 

A 1976 case near Jicarillo, 
N.M., involved Sergeant 
(now Lieutenant) James 
Bustamanti, then an eight
year veteran of the Highway 
Patrol. "Highly credible, 

After 30 yt>ars in the 
field, Sigismond still main-

That moment of contact 
might be closer than some 
people think. After a decade 
of relative inactivity, UFO 
reports are on the rise -
major sightings involving in 
some 'cases thousands of wit
nesses at the same time. As 
a result , says Sigismond, 
"The Soviets have set up a 
probe on UFOs. France au
thorized a CFO study under 
their equivalent of NASA . 
They recently invited Dr . . J. 
Allen Hynek (CUFOS foun
der) to Paris to explore an 
open exchange of data be-

Three cases of 
uncomfortable encounters 

Montana memory: One of Richard 
Sig1smond's own close encounters 
occurred 45 miles northeast of Mis
soula and involved a veh icle of some 
125 feet in width and 30 feet in 
th1ckness. 

CASE STUDY: CE-1. Nov. 
1975 - Near Sterling, Colo. 

Savs Bill .Jack~on, " This was a 
pt ·riod .of timP, in Hl7~ and 1975, 
wtwn we had many rPports. hy 
randwrs, of strange lights ; these 
\\ t ' l'l' almo~t alway-; fnllowt•d hy cat · 
1le mutilations ." .Jackson. then a 
rt>portt ·r for the St e rling .Journal 
Arh·ol'ate , and his wife, Cheryl , 
Wt·rc rl'turning to their home in 
St e rling one night , "he n they :> pot 
tt'd a stngle red light in the sky . 

lie first a:,surned it was a small 
plane, IJut as it approached , he de
('idt·d it must he a 7 H because of 
the great number of lights. The craft 
fl e w very low to the .lifound . .Jack
~o n ~t opped the car and got out 
while Cheryl wat ched through the 
windshield . The object made no 
~ound a.s it closed in and passed 
oH•rhead at less than 100 ft>et. The 

reporter rt>calls, "Row after row of 
lights .. . at I Past a dozen rows ... 
hundreds and hundreds of lights; 
red. orange, green, white, all colors 
... that sul'kl'l' ll'as huge! I wondered 
just hoto that damn thing stayed in 
the air." The .Jacksons covered the 
la~t mill's to StNiing at top speed. 

.Jackson, now an edito r for the 
Greelt>y Trihunt>, reported the dose 
l'ncounter to Boulder UFologist 
Richard Sigismond, who detailed the 
a('count in an article for the Interna
tional l 'FO Reporter in May of 1984 . 

CASE STUDY: CE-1. July 6, 
1967 - 45 Miles Northeast 
of Missoula, Mont. 

Hichard Sigismond has had two 
close encounters, one in Colorado in 
l!Jlin . and an outstanding case, with 
corroborating witness, in Montana in 
1967. While driving down a moun
tain road on an overcast day, Si~
mond and a friend spotted a fat 
cigar-shaped object slip beneath the 
clouds . The craft followed the s
curve of the road and came along 
broad-side, finally hovering near 
four large spruce pines. Says Sigis
mond, ·'That allowed us to measure 
its size . It was 125 feet wide and 30 
feet thick . We were so close, that 
we could see there were no welds, 
no seams, no rivets. It had a soft 
metal sheen. but I can't say it was 
metal, because I didn't get a piece 
of it." 

Later, Sigismond and his friend 
C'arefully reconstructed what they 
had witnessed and found that II 
major and minor details of their 
recollect ions matched. 

CASE STUDY: CE-2. May 
1982 - Near Simla, Colo. 

[Jet v.·pen 1()75 and 1981 , an 
Pstimatt>d .3 ,000 mutilations of cat
tle, sheep and horses occurred in 
the Rockies and the Plains. The 
phenomenon was already on the 
decline when Linda ~oulton Howe 
produced her documentary, 
"Strange Harvest," in 1980. In 
1982, the filmmaker was considering 
an update of the film, when a 

rancher from Simla, Colo., contacted 
her about a mutilation of one of his 
horses. She visited the sight briefly, 
and then returned six weeks later, 
accompanied by Richard Sigismond. 
Conforming to the characteristics of 
most mutilations, the horse's geni
tals and anus had been removed, 
with such skill that the abdominal 
track had not been distrubed. Says 
Sigismond, ' 'Decay had begun and 
maggots had infected one of the 
haunches. The odor was repugnant. 
At the same time, the horse was in a 
remarkable state of preservation." 
The slow decay was confirmed, both 
when the rancher cut into the hide 
with a knife, exposing flesh that 
"looked like butcher·counter beef," 
as well as when lab results were 
returned. 

The rancher noted two other 
unusual factors . The region was full 
of predators, includin_g coyotes and 
magpies, yet the horse had remained 
untouched for six weeks. Also , 
when the rancher would turn his 
greyhound dogs loose each morning, 

An as-told-to sketch: Reporter Bill 
Jackson remembers the hundreds 
and hundreds of glowing lights near 
Sterling, Colo. 

they would race toward the site at 
top speed, and then "do a remarka
ble right hand turn to avoid the 
dead horse . '' 

After a number of years of few 
reports of animal mutilations, the 
phenomenon seems to be on the rise 
again , says Sigismond. According to 
a recent issue of Ranchland News, 
serving Elbert and El Paso Counties, 
four cattle mutilations have been 
reported in recent weeks. • 

A recent cattle mutilation near Simla, Colo., as pictured in the Ranchland News. 
Are the mutilations a signal from another civilization? 

8 
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Of alien looks, U.S. 
secrecy and preparing 

for the outlanders 
UFOlogist Richard Sigismond shares 
his research and his thoughts: 

ON THE LOOKS 
OF EXTRATERRESTRIALS 

"There is a one-meter tall 
entity, hairless, large heads_ A five
foot group with features one might 
call Eurasian is reported only 
occasionally . Nor is the creature 
with a long spindly body - like the 
one in Spielberg's movie - reported 
very often. One group of 3-footers 
has thick bodies and pumpkin
shaped heads. The beings we call 
'Swedes' could pass you on the 
street without being noticed. Then 
there are the 41h -foot humanoids. 
They have a grey skin tone, 
elongated heads, small 
protuberances in place of ears , long 
claw-like hands. This group is 
reported most often in close 
encounters of the third kind, 
including the abduction cases.·' 

ON FEWER UFO REPORTS: 
"In the '40s and '50s, the 

debunkers predicted UFO sightings 
would be a passing fad . In fact, the 
phenomenon persists in a most 
dramatic fashion all over the world, 
but not in every country at any 
particular moment. If UFOs are not 
over Denver where they will make 
U.S. news, chances are that reports . 
are coming in elsewhere. I have a 
June 8 report from Antofagasta, 
Chile, in which hundreds of 
witnesses saw over their city an 
enormous disk which caused power · 
outages. In China, the Communist 
Party newspaper, People 's Daily , 
announced that on June 11, the 
crew of a Chinese 747 jet 
encountered a 6-mile wide CFO 
which paced them for 2 minutes. 
Recently, the Soviet Union 
confirmed a mass sighting on ~fay 
30, 1984 of a low-level L'FO over the 
city of Gorki. With credible reports 
like these, how can you justify the 
"case for the vanishing l'FO?" 

" .. . You don't need thousands of 
reports a year, if 50 establish the 
phenomenon's reality . The 
statement, 'virtually nothing,' is the 
case only if one is monitoring just 
The Denver Post or Rocky :\fountain 
~ews. The CFO clipping service 
might show that a real flurry of 
activity is going on over Atlanta, but 
if a local editor doesn't consider it 
newsworthy, nothing is reported ." 

ON THE UTILITY 
OF UFO RESEARCH: 

" Never have we had sufficient 
researchers, ·time or money to 
organize the data to give you a 

VERN WALKER I Oatly C.meno 

Picturing aliens: Richard Sigismond says he tries to distinguish real sightings 
from the reports of starry-eyed fanatics. 

quantitative answer_ Early 
researchers, trained in the hard 
sciences, tried to correlate the 
phenomenon with cyclical patterns, 
as if they were dealing with 
inanimate objects like meteors. 
These attempts to predict (UFO) 
·patterns proved worng. Today, we 
can say from the available data that 
the phenomenon is characterized by 
waves of activity which cannot be 
predicted with any reliability. The 
greatest number of sightings involve 
lights in the night sky which do 
things lights in the night sky don't 
ordinarily do, like instantaneous 
right-angle turns. The computer can 
tell you the greatest possibility for 
an encounter is in isolated rural 
areas. But with all this information, 
we still don't have a CFO, or an 
entity to talk to." 

ON ALIENS AS 
REFLECTIONS OF 
OUR FANTASIES: 

"In times of societal stress, 
humans invent new mythologies in 
order to find a renewed sense of 
security; and that, since WWII, this 
·myth-making' faculty has given us 
aerodynamically sophisticated 
rhariots as new forms of gods and 
angels. The evidence does not 
support this. 

If similar testimony is given by 
individuals widely separated by 

culture, language, religion and 
geography, then there is an 
extremely strong scientific 
probability that what they are 
reporting is not generated by their 
own pyches. And UFOs are reported 
by Australian aborigines, as well as 
highly trained technicians from 
France. We have sufficient proof 
that we are not dealing with modern 
manifestations of the ·cargo cult.' 

Is this a projection of the human 
mind : a front page Denver Post 
story, Jan. 19, 1979, titled ·u.s. 
Reports VisiL<> of CFOs to Uascs'? I 
quote, 'During 2 W('eks in 197:), a 
string of the nation's super-sensitive 
nuclear missile sites and bomber 
bases were visited by unidentified, 
low-flying and elusi\·e objects, 
according to Defense Department 
Reports.· ~fythologics generally are 
not tracked on radar, nor are they 
pursued by fighter planes." 

ON GOVERNMENT 
SECRECY: 

"Under the Freedom of 
Information Act, various groups, 
including CAUS (Citizens Against 
UFO Secrecy), filed suit against ~SA 
(National Security Agt•ncy). We had 
rumors of 160 top-secret NSA 
documents on UFOs. Government 
lawyers filed with th U.S. District 
Court in D.C. a 21-page affidavit, 
heavily censored. What was left to 

publish in the UFO Reporter were 
two pages of crossed-out lines, but 
there was enough to reveal that 
since 1969, the CIA, FBI, NSA and 
Air Force have continued to 
investigate UFOs. Why is the 
government so secretive about a 
phenomenon which does not exist'? I 
cannot identify who is responsible, 
but we seem to have a coverup. The 
Defense Department is not doing a 
good job relative to our defense. The 
problem is the UFOs not only visit 
Farmer Jones' soybean field, they 
penetrate our national air space and 
hover over our military bases." 

ON UFOs AS AIR FORCE 
TEST VEHICLES: 

"That is rumored, but 
unsubstantiated. I would expect 
attempts to replicate UFOs, since 
such devices would give us the edge 
of the Soviets for the next half
century. But no government could 
produce a device which could do 
what UFOs do. You would be 
dealing with radical advances 
beyond quantum physics, in short, 
anti-gravity." 

ON WHAT UFO 
RESEARCH NEEDS: 

"I am not concerned with 
outfitting my truck with elaborate 
equipment so I can race around the 
countryside in search of UFOs. Give 
me the full cooperation of the U.S. 
government, give me time to review 
their top secret files . Nothing else is 
needed at this stage of the game." 

ON PREPARING 
THE PUBLIC: 

"As a social scientist, I feel it 
would be unwise to present such 
information without adequately 
preparing the public. In our hasty 
civilization, wh('ncver we contacted 
a lesser developed society, 
descending upon them with nur 
sailing ships and sea plam's, the 
rt•sulting ('Ultural shock blew them 
out of the watPr. We believe we're 
so sophisticated that this could not 
happen to us. That might be so if we 
are dealing with a sodety a couple 
hundred years ahead of us. But 
suppose that society is 2 million 
years ahead of us'? Education about 
imminent cultural contact is 
paramount, hut the data must be 
disseminated gradually so people can 
assimilate it. Programming of the 
public should be in the hands of 
those qualified to understand the 
effects on a Southern Baptist 
Minister of irrefutable proof of 
highly advanced civilizations." • 

-BILL SMITH 

U~o rt d (UFO) was enormous, over· The neighborhood dogs were 
~ , ~p 0 e shadowing the two soccer fields silent, their usual barking sprees 

f ~ I "'' despite the height it hovered at various sounds in the night 
.. ~ • • from in the air. She described were absent. It was unusually 

~ ~ R ~ h ~'d the UFO as a white, saucer that quiet and the UFO didn't make a 
·;:j a t e ts:t 18 held steady In the air \vith foggy sound Mutek said. ~ lights that moved swiftly away, She' woke her husband up to 

could not be attributed to a full 
moon playing tricks as there was 
no full moon that night. And 
Mutek never said what she 
thought it was, she simply of
fered a discription of the event. 

~ J switchin~ locations within sight report what she had just seen. 
~~ I a;. No llghts were on in the house "I was sitting there for quite of~t;er Wl~~s. His concern was that the Bangor 

u as Janice Mutek sat watching awhile before I got up to see I ~w tt disappear and at first base was nearby and the 
the television. The 11 o'clock what the lights were,'' she said. 1 was m shock. Then I looked to sighting may have had 

just · the · "It looked like a saucer to me, the .left and saw it a~ain. A beam something to do with the base. 
~ ~ ~: ~~ ~rruJ:l;en wa:~ white with three blue lights of Ught completely lit up the ~ld, He urged her to call the police 

~ 
:.-t .. sleeping. Suddenly, she noticed made like a triangle. It hovered tall fir~ that stands outside. and give a report. 
, . , a blue light softly glowing over the field for a long time It was ht from top to bottom a~ Did she actually see a UFO, a 

through the blinds of the picture before I even got up to see what that tree ?,lust be. 500 ye&r;~ old, visiting craft from another 
9 i' windows that looked out from it was and then it stayed for' she said. 1 saw It go but It w~nt galaxy? According to the police, 
~ the caretaker's cottage over awhile." 80 fast. ~n I started sweatmg no other sightings of the UFO 

Retsil County Park's soccer According to Mutek, the size of and s~kmg. I was really were reported that night. The 
fields. the Unidentified Flying Object scared. beam of light cast down the tree 

"When the police were taking 
the report they were having a 
hard time to keep from 
laughing," Mutek said. 
''Finally, we all started laughing 
but I still didn't get to sleep that 
rught. I guess I was still in shock 
over what I saw_" 

9 



Ja.JRNAir-AMElliCAN, Bellevue, WA - NJv. 10, 1985 

Artist's conception of the spaceship a Bellevue man claims took him aboard last summer (story on page 2). Clifford Vancura!Joumal-American 

Something in the skY. 
UFO researchers 
are convinced that 
we've had visitors 
and frequently 
By Doug Margeson 
Journal American Staff Writer 

ITJ 
hey are the true believ
ers. 

While for most of us, 
Unidentified Flying 
Objects are little more 
than mtcrestmg top1cs 
at cocktail time- in 
the same vein as the 

Bermuda Triangle, the Shroud of Turin 
and Bigfoot- a small but dedicated 
cadre of Northwesterners believes in 
them with the zeal of the few scorned 
by the many. 

They don't care what the many 
think . Science, the currents of history 
and. above all, a growing body of re
corded fuct are on their side, they say . 
Fart cunnot be denied. 

··1 ' ve learned that no one can prove 
the existence of UFOs to someone 
else,·· said Wayne Aho of Tacoma, 
president of the New Age Foundation. 
The foundation is a nationwide group 
for UFO believers . "The only convinc
ing evidence of a UFO is to see one. 
Then it's a reality to you." 

And lots of people have seen UFOs: 
• Since the spring of 1983, UFO in

vestigators say, an estimated 30,000 
people in New York have seen the so
called "Westchester Wing,' ' what some 
claim is an extremely !urge triangular 
craft lit by a series of colored lights . 

• From May through September, 
Compufon- a Duvall-based computer 
network that compiles sightings from 
around the country- has logged 10-t 
cases in the U.S ., including :.Win Wash
ington . 

• The UFO Reporting Center in Seat
tle gets over 1,000 calls a year from 

people who believe they've seen a 
UFO. 

"And that figure represents some
thing like only 20 percent of the people 
who've actually seen UFOs. The other 
80 percent are afraid of the conse
quences. An otherwise intelligent, sta
ble citizen who says he 's seen a UFO is 
automatically labeled as a nut," said 
Dale Goudie of Seattle. director of 
Puget Sound Aerial Phenomena Re
search and the UFO Information Ser
vice. 

GOUDIE'S ORGANIZATION is the 
newest of a half-dozen UFO groups in 
the Puget Sound area . Others include 
the National UFO Center, headed by 
Bob Gribble of Seattle , and Compufon, 
a computerized report recording sys
tem operated by Mike Hart of Duvall. 
Hart's system, in an office in his Duvall 
home, started in May . Already, more 
than 920 people have called his com
puter to get information on UFO sight
ings . 

The UFO groups receive all kinds of 
reports- from those that sound 
strangely like 747s to the incident last 
July in which a Bellevue man said he 
was taken aboard a UFO on Crystal 
Mountain. I See related story, page 2.) 

All exchange information with one 
another and with ttle'ttle Mutual UFO 
Network, based in Austin, Texas , and 
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy, head
quartered in New York. Citizens 
Against UFO Secrecy lobbies for re
lease of government documents on 
UFO sightings. 

THE GROUPS approach the UFO 
phenomenon from a scientific perspec
tive. By collecting and analyzing sight
ing reports, they believe they will con
vince the general public of the UFO 
phenonenon. 

Another group of UFO enthusiasts 
takes things a step further. The mem
bers of Aho's New Age Foundation and 
the UFO Contact Center, headed by 
Dan and Aileen Edwards of Seattle, be
lieve that UFOs have far-reaching spir
itual ramifications. 

About some things the two groups 
agree: UFOs are real, they are operat
ed by intelligent beings and, above all, 
they are visiting us all the time. And, 
UFO enthusiasts claim, the federal 
government is doing its best to keep the 
whole business under wraps. 

The U.S. Air Force stopped investi
gating UFG sightings in 1969. However, 
about that same time, the Freedom of 
Information Act was passed and UFO 
groups have been using it _to gain ac
cess to heretofore secret documents. 
Typical of the material they've man
aged to obtain is a 1948 Air Force study 
that includes a number of detailed re
ports on UFO sightings- many by mil
itary pilots- and the conclusion, "that 
some type of flying object has been ob
served over the U.S. seems to be sub
stantiatt>d." al!hough it is imposshile 
" . . . to make any reliable explanation 
for their appearance over the U.S." 

Goudie, a free-lance television ad
vertising producer, became interested 
in UFOs in the early 1970s. He started 
reading up on the subject, became con
vinced something definitely was going 
on and formed Puget Sound Aerial Phe
nomenon Research in 1982. 

THE GROUP, which Goudie says is 
made up of about 100 volunteers from 
throughoutthe Puget Sound area, does 
field investigations of sites where 
UFOs were spotted . If studied proper
ly, UFO sites can yield information on 
radiation levels, chemical changes in 
the soil, the effects on plant and animal 
life and any electromagnetic activity, 
Goudie said. 

Such information, when combined 
with witnesses' stories and similar re
ports from other sitings, steadily builds 
a body of evidence proving .the exis
tence of UFOs, he said. 

Typically, radiation levels at a UFO 
site arc higher than normal for about a 
day , Goudie said. Sometimes, animals 
die . Other times, plants turn yellow. 
Electromagnetic activity usually man
ifests itself in the form of cars stalling, 
houses losing their lights and so forth 

-returning to normal only when the 
UFO leaves. 

"Beyond that, we have no idea what 
exactly electromagnetic activity is or 
how it does what it does ," Goudie said. 

Although PSAPR conducted anum
ber of field investigations - Gou
die couldn't remember exactly 
how many - its credibility was 
hindered by being an all-volunteer 
force . Some of the volunteers were 
dependable , some weren't and, in 
either case, filing and analyzing 
reports proved a bookkeeping 
headache, he said. 

Enter the computer age in the 
form of a home computer with a 
20-megabyte capacity which Gou
die installed in his home last sum
mer. With it, Goudie can keep tabs 
on volunteer investigators - "If 
they don't send us a reliable re
port, we never work with them 
again." Perhaps more important, 
he has the capacity to record and 
cross-index UFO information. 

Since its fo-rmation, the center 
has collected about 150 cases from 
around the world , Goudie said. He 
categorizes the cases according to 
the type of object or incident -
nocturnal lights, daylight disk, 
radar and visual sighting, sighting 
plus electromagnetic activity and 
so on - and its proximity - 'spot
ted at long distance, less than 500 
feet away, it was observed to land 
or its inhabitants contacted or ab
ducted to witness . 

AROUND THE WORLD, UFO 
reports have become as regular as 
clockwork since an Idaho pilot 
spotted nine disk-shaped objects 
over Mount Rainier in 1947, which 
helped coin the phrase "flying sau
cer." 

Among the more intriguing 
cases : 

• The "Roswell Incident" of I Q 
July 8, 1947, in which a disk is said 
to have crashed on a ranch near 
Roswell , N.M., yielding a tinfoil-

{continued on page 11) 



like material that reportedly could 
not be dented with a sledgeham
mer. The wreckage was allegedly 
removed by military personnel. 

• The 1961 case of Betty and 
Barney Hill, a New Hampshire 
couple who revealed- in separate 
hypnosis sessions - that they had 
been taken aboard a UFO . A Look 
magazine investigation reported 
"there is a measurable amount of 
direct physical circumstantial 
evidence to support the validity of 
the experience." 

• On March 21, 1966, 17 students 
at Hillsdale College in southern 
Michigan saw an object consisting 
of pulsating red, green and white 
lights fly near their dormitory and 
then settle in a park about a quar
ter-mile away. They called the 
county civil defense director , who 
also observed the object , which 
remained in the park for nearly 
five hours. An analysis of the park 
faund tbat all microscopic animals 
were dead and radiation levels 
were unusally high. 

• In July 1984, two crewmen on a 
fish tender saw an orange fireball 
crash into Puget Sound between 
Lummi and Eliza islands. Divers 
reportedly found an object shaped 
" like a satellite dish" in the area 
the following December but it was 
never raised . 

The most active national periods 
- Goudie calls them "flaps" -
were in 1952, 1967 and 1973. The 
hottest local place for UFO activi
ty is the area between Auburn and 
Maple Valley, Goudie said, al
though UFO activity in general is 
at an ebb now. 

Goudie's prize local UFO cases 
include a videotape of a UFO 
buzzing the Tacoma industrial 
area and a report from a woman 
who drove under some hovering 
lighted objects in Federal Way, 

The Tacoma UFO was video
taped on a summer morning in 
1982 by a local television advertis
ing . producer shooting some test 
scenics. As with many UFO spot
ters, she has chosen to remain 
anonymous . 

She was shooting the area from 
a high hill on the south side of In
terstate 5 near the intersection of 
the freeway and State Route 7. 
Suddenly, a blur went across the 
viewing screen . The woman fin
ished her shooting but, curious 
about the blur, studied it when she 
got home. Convinced that it was 
something unusual , she eventually 
was put in touch with Goudie. 

GOUDIE AND HART ran the 
tape in stop motion, magnified it 
and used computer amplification 
to analyze the image. Goudie con
cluded that an object, which was 
between 30 and 60 feet across, flew 
at a very fast speed from east to 
west about 400 yards in front of the 
camera. 

A stop-frame close-up of the ob
ject showed what Goudie believes 
to be a dome-shaped vehicle sur
round by a pulsating plasma field. 
The vehicle had what appears to 
be two question mark-shaped an
tenna and a row of squarish win
dows, Goudie said. 

"We think it is particularly ex
citing because the woman who 
spotted it is not a UFO enthusi
ast ," Goudie said. 

The Federal Way sighting oc
curred at around 9:30p.m. Oct. 3. 
A young woman driving south on 
1-5 saw two bright lights over the 
S. 320th Street exit to Federal 
Way . The night was clear and the 
lights were distinct, she said . As 
she got closer, she could see a heli
copter flying near the objects . The 
woman took the 320th exit and 
drove directly under the objects, 
which were about 300 feet from the 
ground, she said. 

She saw three objects arranged 
in a triangular formation . Each 
object consisted of a string of 
bright white lights in a V shape. A 
blue/green light was in the center 
of the triangle formation, she said. 
Although the white lights were too 
bright to make out a distinct 
shape, she believed the V's formed 
a single object, the woman said. 
After watching the object for a few 
minutes, she drove away. 

The V-shaped lights are one of 
the more common types of UFOs. 
Goudie said. Silver discs - the 
proverbial flying saucer - and 
cigar-shaped objects are other 
standard forms . 

SO, WHAT ARE they? 
"It's obvious, isn't it?" Goudie 

said. "All this talk about sw.mp 
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Peter Haley/Journai·American 
Wayne Aho uses two plastic toy saucers to demonstrate what the real thing 
looks and flies like. 

Once visited by UFOs, 
two await great events 
By Doug Margeson 
Joumai·American Staff Writer 

Wayne Aho believes UFOs 
have been colonizing earth 
for centuries. One of their 
focal points is Mount Rain

ier, where, at the turn of the century, a 
prospector found extensive tunnels 
stocked with gold, tools and tablets 
written in unidentifiable heirogly
phics, he says . 

Aho, and local members of his New 
Age Foundation, periodically make 
pilgrimages to the mountain to pyschi
cally commune with UFOs. 

Dan Edwards believes that walking 
among us are people who have been 
contacted by extraterrestrials . Most of 
those who have been contacted don't 
know it consciously, Edwards says. 
But some day, perhaps soon, they will 
be called upon to perform specific 
tasks in one of humankind's greatest 
events. 

AHO AND EDWARDS don't much 
care about the debate over whether 
UFOs exist. They made up their minds . 
a long time ago. UFOs have been con
tacting us for a long time, they say, 
and for reasons that go {ar beyond our 
limited consciousness . 

Aho, a retired Army intelligence of
fice- he likes to go by the title of 
Major- says he was first contacted 
by extraterrestrials at age 12. One 
day, while hiking the hills near his 
Woodland home, "words" seemed to 
crawl from the tip of his head, down 
his neck and into his spine before lodg
ing in his inner ear, Aho said. He had 
continuing ESP experiences over the 

years including one, in 1945, in which 
he sensed the Battle of the Bulge was 
about to begin. He says he uncon
sciously relayed that knowledge to 
Gen. George Patton who was thus able 
to launch the counterattack that saved 
beleaugered American forces. 

In 1957, he watched a UFO land near 
Los Angeles . The UFO telcpathicially 
told him of future historical events, in· 
eluding the Israeli-Arab War, the de
valuation of the English pound and the 
capture of the USS Pueblo by North 
Korea, Aho says . 

AHO FORMED THE New Age Foun
dation in Toledo, Ohio, in 1959. The or
ganization was incorporated in Wash
ington when Aho moved to Tacoma in 
1965. It has no dues, no membership 
drives and, because its adherents don't 
believe in death and therefore never 
erase names from rosters, no accurate 
count of its members . Anywhere from 
500 to 8,000 people show up at national 
conventions, Aho says. 

All, to one degree or another, concur 
with Aha's belief that UFOs are craft 
that can travel through dimensions of 
time and space most humans don't 
comprehend. 

"I've seen them travel through di
mensions," Aho said during a recent 
interview at his Tacoma home. How· 
ever, when pressed for details about 
when, where and how he observed 
such travel, Aho instead launched off 
on a series of vignettes about UFO 
sightings. He's seen five himself. 
"Anybody could, I just happen to look 

in the sky a lot." Then he diacu.· 
sed how the government is con
spiring to hush up any discussion 
ofUFOs. 

"We are a fossil-fuel society and 
no one has ever seen a UFO land at 
a gas pump,'' Aho said. 

DAN EDWARDS, director of the 
UFO Contact Center in Seattle, 
says he was first contacted by ex
traterrestrials in 1979. He woke up 
one night to find three beings 
standing in the doorway. He went 
back to sleep. The next morning, 
however, he discovered a punc
ture mark on his arm. And the toes 
of his shoes were crushed. Al
though curious about the experi· 
ence, he shrugged it off until, a few 
days later , a stranger came to his 
door. 

The- man said extraterrestrials 
had abducted him and taken him 
to Edwards' room. Earlier, the 
beings had shot lighted beams 
from their hands into Edwards' 
body, he said. 

As a result of that experience, 
Edwards formed the UFO Contact 
Center in 1981. He wanted to inter
view other people who had been 
contacted and, he hoped, even
tually find out what the experience 
meant. 

Most people who have been con
tacted don't know it consciously 
Edwards said. But they do have ~ 
sense that that they are being 
guided toward something. That is 
one of 23 symptoms Edwards has 
found among contactees. Others 
include Jewish or American In· 
dian heritage (or a keen interest in 
Indians or Judaism), lower back 
pa~n. pain near the collarbone, 
pam near the kneecap, "missing 
Erne" (you have no memory of 
where you were for an hour or so) 
an interest in eagles, an interest i~ 
turquoise and sudden increases in 
ESP. 

WHAT DOES it all mean? Ed· 
wards feels that Biblical and 
American Indian prophesies show 
that extraterrestrials have been 
contacting people since ancient 
times. Extraterrestrials colonized 
parts of North America, most no
tably northern Arizona, where 
they were known as the Hohokum 
People, he said. The Hohokums 
inexplicably disappeared in the 
1400s. 

Folklores throughout the world 
refer to the "sky people," Ed
wards says. He has concluded that 
the sky people are contacting 
earthlings as part of a program 
that will see a major change in the 
world . 

"So much oil has been pumped 
from the ground that the continen
tal plates are unstable. And look at 
all the volcanic and earthquake 
activity we've been having. The 
Bible says there will be massive 
earth changes 'in one lifetime' 
after the formation of the modern 
nation of Israel. Contactees have 
been given a job to do when those 
changes begin," Edwards said. 

A tale of abduction and mysterious beings 
Editor's note: The Journal-Ameri- dle" marks found on his back- and hypnosis for 51! years. lie is founding 

can reported in September a story left on rocky Powder Pass, 2,000 feet presidentofthellypnotistExamining 
about a 59-year-old Bellevue busi- ab~ve where he last remembers CouncilofWashington and author of a 
nessman who claims he was taken bemg. number of books, including Selfllyp-
aboard a UFO while sightseeing on He returned to the lodge about two nosis and Other Mind Expanding 
Crystal Mountain at about 2:30p.m . hours a!ler the alleged abduction- Techniques (Westwood Publishing, 
July 14. how, he s not sure.lle says the street Glendale, Calif.). 

The man, who wishes to remain shoes he was wearing weren't scuffed The one-hour session took place 
anonymous, claims that a hypnosis in the least. Monday at Tebbetts' office in Ed-
session revealed he was abducted Recently, he agreed to let reporter monds. Here is an edited transcript of 
soon after leaving a friend at the lodge Bob Welch observe a hypnosis session the interview: 
and heading for a chairlift to take him conducted by a hypnotist chosen by 
up the mountain . He says he was ex a- the J-A, Charles Tebbetts. Tebbetts, 
mined - he has photos of five "nee- 79, of Edmonds, has been practicing 

gas and what not is bushwah. We 
have photos, we have radiation 
readings, we have photos of ·poet 
marks on the ground. These are 
vehicles controlled by intelligent 
beings." 

Perhaps. But interesting as 
UFO stories are, most of us view 
them, and the people who espouse 
them, with skepticism. So does he, 
Goudie says. 

"A lot of times, the information 
is so sketchy I conclude the case is 

a mystery," he said. "But, after a 
while, you get a feel for these 
things and the people who report 
them. Lately, we've been getting 
more and more reports from intel
ligent, responsible citizens who 
saw what they saw. I believe we've 
proven UFOs are real. Now is the 
time to investigate what that 
means." 

(After putting the man into a hyn
otic state, Tebbetts says he under
stands the man has had an unusual 
experience and says he'd like to 
find out more about it.) 

Q. Are you indoors or out? 
A. In. I see an opening in the 

floor . . . inside the craft. At the 
same time, I see a window. 

Q.Can you see out the window? 
<Nods.) 
Q. What do you see? 
A. It's like being on an airliner. 
Q. Do you feel you're in the air? 
A. Yes . 
Q. What else is happening - is 

anyone saying anything? 
A. (No answer.) 
Q. Do you say anything? 
A.No. 

Q. How do you feel? 
A. I don't have feelings . 
Q. Do you have any kind of emo

tions? 
A. All kinds of images .... 
Q. Any such as you've seen be

fore? 
A. Same ship. 
Q. Are there other people or 

human beings on the ship? 
A. Things are slowing down. 
Q. Do you see a pilot or who's 

running the ship? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is it in a different compart

ment? 
A. Yes. 
Q. You said there's a hole in the 

floor . What's the hole for? 
A. It's rectangular. 

I Q. Where are you- in a chair, 
' on a table? 

A. Like a chair- up and over 
there . 

Q. Are they - the ones that are 
on the ship- near by you? 

A. (No answer.) J 
Q. Are there other beings - or 

are you all alone? 
(continued on page 12) 
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A. No. There's a being ... looks 
like lea ther . Bent over. 

Q. Are there others like it? 
A. He's alone . 
Q. Is there any furniture? Differ

ent th ings ? 
A. Something on my right. Looks 

like machinery on right. It 's large 
.. . beams upright. 

Q. What 's overhead? 
A. A ceiling structure- tubes or 

pipes. There 's a hallway there . It's 
curved . Right in front of me ... 
windows in hallway. 

Q. Did somebody bring you in or 
did you just climb in out of curiosi
ty ? 

A. It was a ship. 
Q. Did you have to go up a lad

der? 
A. No. Just came in . There was 

an opening at the bottom of the 
ship. 

Q. Somebody helped you in? 
A. (No answer.) 
Q. I understand there were more 

than one. Were they on the ground 
when they f1rst accosted you? 

A. Yes . 
Q. Did they say anything? 
A. No. 
Q. Did they forcibly put you up in 

the ship or invite you into the 
ship? 

A. I don't remember what's 
happening. 

(Long pause. ) 
A. I just saw somebody lean over 

me .. . has eyes .. . Bent over me. 
Q. More than one? 
A. I just see the one ... I'm on the 

table now . 
Q. In the same compartment? 
A. I see hands . 
Q. Are they like human hands? 
A. Uh-huh. 
Q. Did they touch you? 
A. They 're looking down ... 

they' re li ke us- the hands . 
Q. Look down at your feet. 

You ' re on the table now . What do 
you see ? 

A. I see people. 
Q. Do they look like us? 
A. Not clear. 
Q. You say they're people so do 

they resemble us ? 
A. They' re pouring something

can 't see their faces - out of a 
flask or beaker. 

Q. Wha t happens when they pour 
it? 

A. I Just see it coming out. 
Q. Look to the right. 
A. It 's a wall. 
Q. Any people or beings? 
A. Uh-huh . 
Q. How many? 
A. Four or five - five . They ' re 

there .. .. 
Q. It 's about time to leave. 

What's happening? 
A. I'm back in the little ship. 
Q. The little ship brought you up 

there , right? 
A. Uh-huh. 
Q. What did the (little) ship look 

like ? 
A. Oversized car- all glass top. 
Q. Was it oblong or like a cylin

der or <'Val or-
A. Rectangular. Two front 

seats. 
Q. The man is coming toward 

you - does he say something ; 
touch you? 

A. By the arm. 
Q. How did you get into the ship? 
A. Top comes up. The door is 

open. 
Q. How large is it side to side? 
A. No bigger than a big car. 
Q. You 're in the seat. Two other 

people ? 
A. Yes , two. Up front. 
Q. Do you know where you're 

going ? 
A. No. 
Q. You ' re approaching the 

larger sh ip. 
A. It 's above us . 
Q. What 's it look like ? 
A. It 's big - ve ry big. 
Q. What color is it'? 
A. It 's blue ... dark blue . 
Q. An y illumination? 
A. No. 
Q. How far do you estimate the 

la rge !:' hip is off the ground? 
A. Not very fa r . The ground is 

slanted. 
Q. About 500 feet or half a mile? 
A. No, close . 
Q . Do you feel yourself getting 

out of the small ship ? 
A. Being held . 
Q. How many people ? 
A. Two. 
Q. When you were on the table , 

did they touch your back ? 
A. No. 
Q. When they put you on the 

table , did they put you face down , 
stomach down ? 

A. On my back. 
Q. After you were on the table 

did they touch your back? 
A. No. 
Q. After you were on the table 

·did they turn you over? 
A. Yes . 
Q. Did they appear to be exa

mining you? 
A. Uh-huh. Yes . 
Q. Did they hurt you in any 

way? 
A. (Nods yes.) 
Q. Were they gentle or rough? 
A. I don 't know. 
Q. Possibly neither. Maybe 

firmness would be a better word. 
A. Uh-huh. 
Q. Did they use instruments of 

any kind on you? 
A. Saw hand go over my back. 
Q. Their hands were quite obvi

ous but their faces were more dif
fused, huh? 

A. Can't see their faces . 
Q. Were they out <Jf range of your 

eyes ? 
A. No, they were diffused . 
Q. Make any noises? 
A. Green and gray ... want to go 

home . 
Q. OK, you just touched the 

ground-
A. It 's on the rocks. I'm getting 

pulled out. 
Q. Does the little ship leave? 
A. I'm on the ground. Just lay-

ing. 
Q. Are you free of them now? 
A.No. 
Q. Which did you see first -

when you first sighted the ship -
the large or small ship? 

A. The la rge ship. 
Q. Was it really close to the 

ground ? 
A. Almost touching the edge. it 

was big. The ground was sloped . 
Q . The little ship came out and 

landed close to you? 
A . Yes , about 20 feet. 
Q. How tall we re the be ings? 
A. Oh , five-six . 
Q. Apparen tly just a bout the 

same size as us. 
A. Little smaller. 
Q. Were they fa t or thin? 
A. Medium .. . they 're obscure 

forms .. . just li ke hu mans. 
Q. In some manner, either they 

controlled you or-
A. I had no control. I had no con

trol. 

Strange 
Hovering 
Lights 

by MARY KUJAWA 

It was about thil time ia Oetobu 
47 years ago that aeveral hllll«ked 
thousand Americana were sent iDto 
a panic by an alarmingly realiatic 
radio broadcut of H.G. Wells' epic 
novel, The War of the Worlda, a 
science fiction tale depictin1 an 
earth invaaion of hideous creaturee 
from outer space. 

On Thursday, Oct. 17, several 
Wilton residents in the Danbury 
and Grumman Hill road areas 
telephoned Wilton police with 
sighting& of strange red lights. The 
lights hovered at treetop level for 
four to five minutes, started to 
move slowly awl then disappeared, 
said residents in their reports to 
police. 

On Friday morning, Oct. 18, June 
Dober of Crosswicks Ridge 

· described the incident to an editor. 
Mrs. Dober said she and her son 
were leaving swimming practice at 
the Wilton YMCA on Thursday 
night when they both saw a huge, 
hovering object which looked like a 
spaceship. It flew low in the sky, but 
didn't make any noise, she said. 

Similar Stories 
About the same time on Thursday 

night, a man, who asked not to be 
identified, said he had a similar 
experience. The man said he was 
jogging on the traila in Allen's 
Meadows when he saw a strange 
light in the sky. Apparently, other 
people saw it too, he said, because 
several cars traveling north on 
Route 7 pulled over to the shoulder 
for a look at the sky. 

Early Thursday evening, Mellissa 
Lorentson of Grumman Avenue 
reported having seen strange red 
lights moving at treetop level in a 
northw~st direction. The lights 
were very distinct, with no form 
and were moving very slowly, said 
Miss Lorentson, whose description 
coincided with one given by Lisa 
Sforza, a reporter with The Dan
bury News-Times. 

Ms. Sforza was out in the field on 
an asaignment on Thursday night 
when she said she saw strange, V
shaped red lights move silently 
through the night sky. 
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"I don't want to sound like I 
believe in Martians or anything like 
that," said Ms. Sforza, "but there 
was defmitely something up there. 
It looked real strange." 

Spokesmen for the Wilton police 
department and Danbury Airport 
attributed the phenomenon to seven 
ultra-light airplanes which had 
passed over southwestern Con
necticut on Thursday night. The 
aircraft were flying in a V -shaped 
formation and becaue of the design 
of the eqine, would not make any 
noi&e, they said in their reporta. 

UltraiiPt Aircraft 
"The end result of the whole thing 

waa that we checked with the 
Danbury Airport and they told ua 
that there were several airplanes 
flyina iD formation at about the 
same times we received the calla," 
said a spokeaman for the Wilton 
police. 

The Connecticut National Guard 
in Norwalk reported no evidence of 
anyone having sighted a UFO. A 
spokesman there said the Norwalk. 
office lop these types of reports, 
but doesn't uaually iDvestigate 
them. 

Charlea Howea of Weston, who 
hu worked as a meteorologist for 
almost 40 years, said he baa never 
seen a UFO or anythina like one. 
Low-hanging clouda often reflect 
aircraft and ground lighta and 
create an eerie effect, he said. Thia 
might explain the sigbtinp as 
Thursday night was slightly 
overcast. 

The last reported case of a UFO in 
Wilton took place iD February of 
1966 when a New Canaan Road 
resident told police be saw strange 
white lighta over the Norwalk 
resertoir. 

Enraterreatrial Life 
"There are a lot of thinp you have 

to rule out before you can call a 
phenomenon a UFO," said Chris 
Larsen, a graduate student of 
physice at the University of Con
necticut at Storrs. "You have to rule 
out the poeaibility of it being a 
weather balloon, an airplane, or 
some kind of flare." 

Mias Larsen said she baa never 
seen a UFO, but has come ac:roes the 
subject while studying for her 
master's degree. The subject in· 
terests her, she said. 

"You don't necessarily have to ~ 
a scientist to be an expert on UFO 
sightinp," she said. "Ufology is not 
a science becaue, so far, no one hat 
been able to prove we (on Earth~ 
have had actual commwricatioa 
with extra-terreetrial beinp. But, 
thia doesn't mean they don't exist." 

The do's and don'ts· of UFO watch----.,. . ~ . . . .. . ' 

He went on to describe other 
sightings, the most recent one in 
the southwestern part of the state, 
in Keene, where a bathtub shaped 
object HH5 feet in width and 45-50 
feet in length was spotted by a po
lice sergeant of that city on Oct. 15 
last year. By WILL FAY 

De•oc:rat swr Writer 

CONCORD - If you see an uni
dentified fiying object : 
· • Take a picture of it if you can. 

• Don't eaU the Pretl or the gov-
ernment. . · 

' Develop the film with at U!~t 
two eyewitneasess. 

• Remember : UFOa can be dan
Jeroua. 

Tbt was the message from Pe
ter R. Geremia, a Rye businea
man wbo ta the state director of 
the Mutual UFO Network. 

Far from being an intergalatie 
radio station, IIUFON II tryiOi to 
edueate the public:, eapecially 
thole wbo · beUeve in the ex• 
traterrestial. how to IQtellipDtq 
report a UFO tlthtlni . . · ' <. 
· About 80 people attended alfOI'k· 
~p called " UFO SJihtlnl ill NeW 
B'epshire" at the New - !lamp..),. 
IMrt · TeebnlcJI J.oattiGtt .ien 
~JDipt. · . . · . . ·· 

nt1 ~ w.ell dreNedi ~~· 
·late; Qd JUJt aa .-eptical ot IO!JU 
~· -tlail at *111 fW~ qD 
~mm: ·· . : . 
. aut tl,iey also took QOtQ, .wrote 
clown . tbe names · of UFO 
•wlletters to subscribe &o and 
aai&ed Quetti<>PI- " relative itle of · 
tM .,_U'-' queried one liltener 
abeet aUtO seen In Exeter~iD Ute 
aMI· 'Ill. 

Gere~~ de~ctibed various UFO . 
sightinga in the state, auc:b as the 
W'a,ltefield "melted pond" tnetdent. ' 
Tbia cue represellU exactly how 
not to report a UFO. Geremia told 
the audience. 

On a winter's night in January 
li77 a Wakefield man discovered a 

\ 
\ 

1-tqot pjU'fectly round 'hP.le · 1n ~ 
~.m back of hia.hollle tbat wat: 

. CO\l.ited wlth 8-11 meltet of ice. 
·"'~ exa111lliaUon lh.owecl a· 
3-4 foot square indentation Ia t)).e 
DQnd bed· 

Beal phenomena, Geremia ...... 
except that the man, fearinJ.raf#· 

was underway, "the pond waa 
completely destroyed, " all evi
dence of the incident eradicated, 
Geremia said. 

Geremia, who derided other re
ported sltings, called this one "a 
classic," mainly because of the 
impeccable credibility of the po
liceman involved. 

The police sergeant, however, 
failed to get the names of two wit
nessess who were with him, 
Geremia said. 

Most of the talk centered on 
avoiding such mistakes and from 
sensationalizing UFO reports. 

Geremia said be want 's trained 
people to report UFO sigbtings, 
and that only with such reports 
will UFO sigting gaill credibility. 

"There's something going on. 
We need your input. We need to 
know when you have a sighting. " 

Geremia said some people who 
have had close encounters with 
UFOs had suffered the effects of 
radiation poisioning and urged 
caution. 

And he especially urged not call
ing the government, who he said 
had covered up many sightings be
cause they feared "public: panic." 

A call to the UFO botllne in 
Massachusetts- (617) 9«~
will bring a trained MUFON inves
tigator to the place Qf the sighting, 
he said. 
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G FOREIGN NEWS 
··· ,:·canlirm :::: : UFO probe 

• learns of 
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.·•t~tat·.•·uFo:·•:::·• 
~igldjrig: .••... UFO RETURN 

U"l I READ your article: (Eg-
00 ham News, Oct . 24) on the 
0'1 sighting of a UFO. When I 
rot saw it, it was at an earlier 

time, about 2.20 p.m. I saw 
~ it approaching the bridge at 

IGtsmead Lane (near the 
tank testing factory) . It was 
a NW direction . 8

~ SPARKS NEW ·· further 
. sightings 

-- --- -------

I was coming home for a 
visit. (I go to boarding 
school) . The object was 

'g >ilvc:r . It was gleaming in 
tO the sun . It was not quite a 
~ cigar shape, but more 

~ ro~~d;:~ time of sighting I 
remarked to my father, 

INVESTIGATORS probing a 
mystery Derbyshire UFO have 

~ 
r"ceived reports of further 
sightings. 

A stran9e glowing light 
~ appeared 1n the sky above 
.t:: Windley twice last week. 
~ UFO detectives from the 

.. Nottingham UFO Investigation 
~ Society have now found other 

,.Q people who saw the mystery 
· ~ object and have also discovered a several similar sightings have 

Report by 
LYNDEN 
BARBER MYSTERY 

i
.. who was driving, but we 

dismissed the: thought as an 
airship or something British 
Aerospace might be testing, 
because it isn 't far away. 

; 

When I tried to look at it 
again later , I could not s~ 
it: 

I do not th ink it was an 
a1rship. It would be a dif-

~ 
ferent shape and would not 
reflect the light , like metal . 
1 do not think it was an 

all aeroplane: because I would 

I 
have s~n tne tail section . 

P. WINGROVE 
Chantry ' s 
Knowle Grove Close, 
Virginia Water 

been made in recent years. 
.. The society has ruled out 

I 
aircraft or stars as an 
explanation for the riddle and 
believes the answer could be 
some form of energy 
phenomenon. 

Society member Peter Ann 
has appealed for w;tnesses to 

~ oo""ct h;m '" O"by 559293. 

-e '8 .. 1119 "" :;;.~----
~ s .•• ti?? 

' ..... . ~-' . . __ : ,~ .. _~/_'/~· 

g' ~ HAS Cnwley ltlld u utnterra-
r....l . • • dal Yillto r7 nat .u· tile ques-5 doa faciJia polke tltil week after 

two pollee oflken reponed 
alpdJta a UFO &. tlte car park of 
tlteSWtlpt .... Hd 

l1wy dacrtbed ltow aluJe dr
calar object - aroud a .-De Ia 
.u..ecer - ltOYered OYerilad 
for aoat fin ..U.atea before 
•ubltl.a&.to tlte .... t . 

'llle illciclalt .,. repon ed to 
Mlllillry of Defe~~ee offldall, 
Mt IIIey were uallle to • Y wltat 
tlte Mjed 18ialllltaYe ...... 

MAIL ON SUNDAY, london, .Ehgland- llbv. 24, 1985 rn: T. Good 

This planet is hollow. Concealed deep within 
its bowels are numerous bases containing 
spaceships vulgarly called 'flying saucers' , 

some containing entire cities. There are similar 
installations on the moon to keep an eye on us. The 
wonderful creatures who installed these bases are 
gentle cousins of ours. whose ancestors colonised 
earth 65.000 years ago. This news is kept from us 
by a deliberate conspiracy involving President 
Reagan, the CIA, the KGB. the Ministry of 
Defence, the Presidents of France and the Soviet 
Union. the Pope. and Steven Spielberg. 

Lord Clancarty, however, has blown the whistle 
on them. He has irrefutable proof that extra
terrestrials are here among us and when you ask 
him what it is he-gives the quite devastating answer, 
against which there can be no argument: 'You do 
see a lot of strange people about, don't you?' 

Will iam Francis Brinsley Le Poer Trench is the 
eighth Earl of Clancarty, Baron Kilconnel , 
Viscount Dunlo, Baron Trench, Viscount Clan
carty. Marquess of Heusden and chairman of the 
House of Lords UFO study group. A good deal of 
the ancestry behind this noble roll-call allies the 
Earl to a dazzling collection of warriors, arch
bishops and conquerors, but the element of his 
ancestry wh1ch principally exercises Lord Clan
early is the elltraterrestial. which he is able to shar.: 
with the rest of us . Few among us can sit in the 
House of Lords, but we all come from outer space. 

'The earth.· says the Earl. in those tones of 
anstocratic weariness which come naturally to a 
man who has been preaching the obvious for 
years. ·was colonised by space travellers. and we 
are all descended from them . We all came from 
different planets onginally. Thafs why there are 
different races with different coloured skins.' 

Lord Clancarty, who is 74, has, alas, been 
suffering lately from low blood pressure, which is 
probably the consequence of his being ill-adapted, 
like the rest of us, to life on this particular planet. 
since we .must presume that the prototype for 
European man and woman was ~signed for 
another environment entirely. Lord Clancarty's 
countess. however. is inclined, like many wives. to 
blame the ills of the flesh on indulgence and not on 
heredity, even from outer space. 'My wife claims 
it"s the drink, ' says the Earl. as he offers some 
rather excellent sherry in crystal glasses. 

His conversation is punctuated with the oc
casional barked 'What?' which is rather what one 
expects from an elderly Conservative incumbent of 
the back benches of the Lords, and quite foreign 
from the animal bayings we have all grown accus
tomed to from the radio broadcasts from another 
place. The shelves to either side of the Adam 
fireplace in his Belgravia flat are well stocked with 
exquisite glass and over the fireplace hangs a 
portrait of the second Earl. who was HM 
Ambassador to the Hague. Lord Clancarty invites 
approval of this portrait of his illustrious forebear 
and mdeed it merits approbation but. still, one 
cannot help reflecting that an elltraterrestrial 
ancestor togged out in a one-piet.:e metallic space
suit. and perhaps brandishing a ray-gun. would, 

OBSESSIONS--~--

They will 
come from 
outer space 
Lord Clancarty believes our 
extraterrestrial cousins will beam 
down any day, and, as he told 
David Jones, he looks forward 
to offering them a drink 

under the circumstances, be much more approptiate. 
Lord Clancarty has it on the very best authority 

that when , back in the 50s, a delegation embarked 
from five spacecraft to confer with President 
Eisenhower in the desert - not far from where 
Steven Spielberg subsequently shot scenes for 
Close Encounters of 1he Third Kind - they were 
wearing one-piece suits of the sort worn by motor
cycle despatch riders . It was as a consequence of 
this meeting that Eisenhower came to the conclu
sion, reports the Earl, that the aliens were so far in 
advance of us that knowledge of their very exist
ence must be kept from the lower orders lest we, 
like sheep, panic. 

I nstead, it was decided to embark on a very 
gradual education programme, so that we 
might all slowly come to the realisation that 

our remote ancestors did not, as Charles Darwin 
had suggested, resemble a scaled-down version of 
King Kong. This education programme. sanc
tioned by the US Government and entrusted to 
Hollywood. would explain some if not all of the 
trashy UFO movies made 30 years ago and now 
recycled on Channel 4. 

It would also explain Close Encounters and ET, 
both brilliant propaganda exercises. the Earl 
believes. designed to convince us that there is no 
particular cause for alarm . Of the numerous 
groups of alien observers, he is convinced, only one 
has displayed any sign of hostility and it is on the 
cards that a delegation will sooner or later turn up, 
on Lord Clancarty's invitation, at the House of 
Lords. Then, no doubt. these importunate 
ambassadors from outer space. will find them
selves hard-put to fend off the rival claims of the 

Commons, who will be pressing them to take light 
refreshment in that drinking hole specifically set up 
for outsiders and known as the Strangers' Bar. 

'I know about it, you see.' Lord Clancarty 
explains. He is passionately but quietly intense. 
'It's been going on a long time, this business about 
UFOs. A lot of people don't recognise them. but 
some do. I have seen them myself. It is a general 
thing in the world, this disbelieving, and it is all 
kept quiet, the whole subject. Always has been, 
probably because they don't want to frighten the 
public. The Government doesn't want the people 
to know that there are such things.' 

Lord Clancarty is referring here to the notorious 
refusal of Margaret Thatcher- and James Callag
han, Edward Heath. Harold Wilson, Lord Home. 
Harold Macmillan and Winston Churchill before 
her - to declare to the nation the truth surely 
passed on by our American allies: that ET has long 
since landed and is among us. and the even more 
heinous refusal of the MoD to admit that the 
glowing lights we are always detecting outside the 
bedroom window in the small hours of Sunday 
morning (each emitting the most frightful and 
painful noise) are, in fact, flying saucers. 

He has seen them himself. and so has Lady 
Clancarty. The Countess has only recently seen 
her first, but it went a long way to dispel the 
scepticism she had previously felt, in spite of 
having been married to the Earl for nine years. The 
fourth Lady Clancarty spotted the object outside 
the window of their flat not once but several times. 

'I did too,' says Lord Clancarty wearily. 'It was 
fairly big. Unfortunately, it's awfully difficult to 
describe. They're all a recognised shape, aren't 
they? Perhaps saucer-shaped, but you can ' t tell 
much beyond that. ' 

It is, of course, possible that it was at last the 
visitation of the delegation Lord Clancarty has 
been so long awaiting. Perhaps they were looking 
for directions to the House of Lords. Perhaps they 
had intended offering him a lift there, knowing 
how difficult taxis are to come by. Perhaps they 
were simply too shy to come in and ask for a glass 
of sherry. If so, what a pity. !YOU! 

A winter visitor has returned to the 
woods near Windley for the third succes
sive year and its antics are alarming and 
puzzling the nearby residents. · 

Each night this week a UFO of uncertain size and 
situation, haa appeared on the far horizon to Mrs 
Marian Thomson, and her husband John at their home 
at carr VIew, Windley. Even Mrs Thomson's father, Mr 
Taylor of Brook Farm - a self confessed sceptic -
has found himself rattling off in his Land Rover In an 
attempt to investigate the phenomenon. 

At about 9 pm the object has appeared above the 
woods in the glow of the Richa•d Lees oremises at 
Weston Underwood - but it could be a Considerable 
distance beyond as it makes no sound, says Mrs 
Thomson . 

It shows very brilliant white lights which binoculars 
reveal as beams coming from an uncertain source and it 
moves very fast - much too fast for a helicopter or any 
conventional aircraft. 

In recent years, Mrs 
Thomson reported the 
object had been seen in 
the early hours of the 
morning. During its present 
visitation it was visible for 
20 minutes to half an hour. 

Once a year it came at 
Christmas time but her 
family were afraid to say 
anything to neighbours in 
case they thought they had 
had too much seasonal 
spirit. 

A spo ke sman fo r 
Richard Lees said that 
while work continued on 
site until 10 pm there was 
no unusual activity which 
might account for the 
sighting. 

' ffi : T . Good 

HmALD, Bordcxl, Ehg land - liN. 1 , 1985 

Spaceman Nigel 
drops in 

for some views 
SHOPPERS had a close 
encounter with a spaceman 
when a science-fiction book 
company came probing for 
Alton's views on an alien 
invasion. 

New Era publications sent 
Nigel McEnery, dressed in a 
silver suit and bubble helmet, 
and Jackie Webb to canvas 
views as part of a nationwide 
survey. 

They found 70 of the 100 
people questioned did believe 
there: was life on other planets 
- and SS believed aliens could 
invade. 

These figures are consistent 
with other towns in the south, 
a:though the company feels the 
percentage of believers may 
drop as they work their way 
north to Scotland. 

When the ~urvey c:nds in 
about two months' time the 
results will go to the House of 
Lords Unidentified Flying 
Obj ect study group, in 
London. 

MYSTERY 

"W·e a.re partieul,arly 
intc:rcstM! ifl j!)ing to -tmwo.s 
where sightings o( UFO'~ have 
occurred," said Tony Baziuk, 
from New Era. 

The most recent unexplained 
phenomena near Alton were 
circles which appear-ed 
overnight in a farmer's field in 
Alresford. 

Local UFO expert Omar 
Fowler of the Surrey 
investigation group on aerial 
phenomena, flew over the area 
and on to Andover talcina 
infra-red pictures last weekend. 

" We are hoping the. pictures 
will disclose further 
indentations in the ground," 

said Mr. Fowler. "The main 
circle had a diameter of 44ft.. 
with four smaller ones about 
13ft. across. 

"They caused a lot of 
comment - and even appeared 
on lTV's News at Ten." 

FIGURES 

Commenting on the survey 
Mr. Fowler said the figures 
showed there was a much 
greater realisation that we 
might not be the only people 
around. 

"But I don 't think they are 
aggressive - they come from a 
much higher civilisation and I 
think they would only be 
interested in studying us. 

"If they were hostile their 
technology is so advanced we 
would have no chance to 
resist," he said. 

rn: T. Good 
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The great UFO hush-up 
Tim Fitzgerald 

HL'SH-HUSH ties exist between the South 
African Government and leading scien
tists, academics and organisations in
volved in UFO research. 

The Government investigates UFO 
sightings, taking more interest in them 
than it cares to let on. 

An investigation by The Sunday Star re
vealed that South African Air Force (SAAF) 
intelligence officers keep two files on UFOs
one of them classified - and that scientists 
from the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR) investigate sightings. 

The disclosures come after a spate of UFO sigtlt
ings over the Reef. 

In the last three months. the Planetarium in 
Johannesburg has been inundated with calls from 
individuals who claim to have seen UFOs. 

Asked about the unusual number of sightings, a 
Planetarium spokesman said: "When there has 
been a sighting in the area, many people who have 
not looked up into the sky for several years do so 
for the first time. There are a lot of natural 
phenomena up there." 

The recent hype surrounding Halley's Comet 
could also have something to do with the increase 
in stghtings. 

The Planetarium has a form which is given to 
people who have seen UFOs. The forms are then 
tiled crt. the Planetarium and are available to the 
public . 

The SAAF also has a form, but when first ques
tioned. SAAF spokesman Commandant J P J Smit 
said: "We keep no file and do no research. We 
take notice of it (reports of UFO&) but that is about 
all. 

"We are air force. We have other priorities. We 
have to take notice of it. 
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THE DAY AFTER ... the damaged tenni• court in Rosmead where servicemen saw "strange red lights". 

but - we- can't -spend 
hours or days on this. 
That is not our field." 

But a colonel in 
SAAF intelligence told 
The Sunday Star he was 
in charge of collecting 
and analysing informa
tion on UFOs. 

More Government interest than it will admit 

Mrs Cynthia Hind, au
thor of a book on South 
African UFOs and head 
of the UFO-spotting 
Mutual UFO Network 
(Mufon), said people had 
been questioned by "a 
man from the govern
ment" and told not to 
tell anyone that the 
government had been to 
see them. 

Mr Danie van Graan 
of Loxton, in the Cape, 
was questioned in 1975 
by a man from the 
CSIR and told not to 
worry about being ridi
culed in the Press. The 
scientist told Mr van -+=-

Graan: "There is some
thing here." 

In another incident in 
1972. mentioned in Mrs 
Hind 's book, ''UFOs -
African Encounters··. 
residents of Rosmead, 
near Middelburg, said a 
team of government of
ficials from the CSIR 
and the South African 
Defence Force descend
ed on the town after an 
unexplained incident in 
which a school tennis 
court was torn up. 

Several national ser
vicemen on guard re
ported seeing red lights 
circling the tennis court 
about 200m awav. 

Rifleman Stephanus 
Rosseau said: "The 
lights were about 1,5 m 
above the ground and 

after turning around a 
few times they disap
peared. I couldn't hear 
any sounds." 

School principal Mr 
Harold Truter had just 
parked his car in his 
garage when he noticed 
a strange light in the 
sky, similar to a search· 
light beam. 

About 30 minutes 
later the light had 
moved and he noticed 
dark black patches on 
the tennis court surface. 
Pieces of asphalt were 
lying about and there 
were holes in the sur
face . 

Rosmead petrol-sta
tion owner Mr Hennie 
Coetzee told The Sun
day Star the officials 
"took samples and 

made measurements 
and all that jazz". 

The Sunday Star dis· 
covered that the SAAF 
has a form which it 
sends to people who 
have seen UFOs. The 
form is supposed to be 
returned to the air force 
whose intelligence ex
perts determine wheth
erthe phenomenon is 
worth investigating. 

In 1982. Mr Alf Wid
man, PFP MP for Hill
brow, asked Minister of 
Defence General 
Magnus Malan to de
scribe the SAAF proce
dure for investigating 
UFOs. The General re
plied that there was a 
form that was sent out, 
but nobody had ever re
turned it. 

DANIE VAN 
GRAAN ... 

"don't worry". 

Mr Widman also re
ceived a letter in May 
1984 from the Minister 
which elaborated. "The 
South African Defence 

Force has no formal in
vestigative task as far 
as UFOs are con
cerned.' ' 

Said the air force col
onel involved filing 
UFO reports: "My job is 
to follow up the sight
ings. We must give peo
ple a plausible answer 
so we aren't put in a 
bad light." 

The SAAF had yet to 
come across a case 
which could not be ex
plained. If such a case 
came up he would ask 
for "additional help". 

The air force has con
tacts which include pro
fessors in Cape Town 
who are consulted. But 
these contacts are not 
official, according _ to 
the colonel. 

Said the air force col
onel involved filing 
UFO reports: "My job is 
to follow up the sight· 
ings. 

Mr Johan Potgieter is 
a scientist in the elec
tronic engineeriRg 
branch at the CSIR. 

Although Mr Pot
gieter says the CSIR 
has no official investi
gation into UFOs, he 
has been involved per
sonally in investigations 
which he has reported 
to his superiors. 

Again, this involve
ment is "unofficial". 

Mr Potgieter has in
vestigated several UFO 
incidents and discussed 
his findings with his su
periors at the CSIR. He 
insists, however, that 

all these investigations 
were done in his own 
time, sometimes on hol
iday. 

On a business trip to 
the United States, Mr 
Potgieter secured per
mission from his superi
ors to stop at North
western University in 
Chicago to discuss his 
findings with a Profes
sor Hynek. 

Mr Potgieter was 
careful to point out that 
these investigations 
were "unofficial". 

Professor Hynek su
pervised the official 
American UFO investi
gation known as Project 
Blue Book. 

"Professor Hynek and 
I had a beer and I told 
him about what I bad 
seen. He was able to tell 
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me about a lot of inci
dents in South Africa." 

An address on an offi
cial SAAF UFO-sighting 
form is the same as the 
old address of Professor 
Hynek's UFO research 
group in Chicago, the 
Centre for UFO Studies. 

Both the SAAF and 
Mr Potgieter insist this 
is a coincidence. 

Mr Potgieter keeps 
his own file on UFOs 
with the understanding 
that he keeps his superi
ors informed of any im
portant developments. 

He said he was al
lowed to say he was 
from the CSIR when he 
went on investigations, 
but he could not say he 
was sent by the CSIR. 

He said his depart
ment obviously worked 
closely with the SADF 
and that there must 
have been an official 
procedure for exchang
ing UFO information. 

He said that he would 
occasionally receive 
telephone calls or a 
telex from tbe 
SADF . .. but these calla 
were unofficial. 

A hollow Earth 
or windows in 
time- boffins' 
secret theories 

Tim Fitz&erald 
EXPERTS on unidentified flying objects (UFOs) 
are tight-lipped about their pet subject - they fear 
being branded cranks. 

Scientists questioned by The Sunday Star would 
speak only off the record and did not want their 
names mentioned. 

Said one: "As soon as you mention the word UFO. 
your credibility as a scientist goes down the drain.'' 

Most of those interviewed stressed there was a 
difference between believing in the existence of 
UFOs, and the explanations for them, which were 
much more sophisticated than visitors from Mars. 

One man who is not shy about his interest in 
UFOs is Mr Alf Widman, PFP MP for Hillbrow, 
who said he would love to see one. He also said he 
'tan a political risk admitting this. 

The Sunday Star tracked down a network of se
cret UFO organisations whose membership in
cludes scientists, businessmen and administrators. 
All but Mr Widman asked to remain anonymous. 

Three of the more popular theories on UFOs did 
not involve anyone - or anything - from outer 
space. 
The grid theory was developP.d by an ex-pilot in 

the New Zealand Air Force. Mr Bruce Cathay. 
He proposed that the world was crossed with 

lines in another dimension called ''Ley lines" which 
could intersect to form "windows". Things could 
appear in the ''windows'' and become visible to us. 

Because the "windows" were subject to different 
physical laws. time could be altered - time loss 
and gain were prominent features of UFO sight
ings. 

This theory has a large, mainstream following 
and overlaps with other physical and mathematical 
theories such as nuclear fission . 

The hollow-earth theory was explained in detail 
by a businessman in Pretoria who claims to have 
copies of NASA photographs \lo'bic:t\ show tloles in 
the North and South Poles . The theory is that 
these holes are passages to the centre of the Earth. 

He says there is a sun in the centre of the Earth 
and that US Air Force jets had flown into the hale 
- but their discOYeries wer• being covered up. 

The presumption of a hollow Earthwas used 
many years ago when Tarzan author Edgar Rice 
Burroughs wrote his "Journey to the Centre of the 
Earth". He had a team of ecplorers enter through a. 
hole near the North Pole. 

The geological theory was explained by a Pre
toria hospital manager who said UFO sightings 
seemed to follow areas of geological instability. 

When certain rocks were rubbed together they 
produced gases similar to methane. When these 
gases contacted the surface air, they ignited caus
ing the sudden appearance of light. 

The most common feature of UFOs, however. 
remains reluctance to talk about them. 

Mr Widman once brought the question up in Par
liament - ··and everyone laughed". 

"I would dearlv love to establish the truth . I 
would like to see it proved scientifically one way or 
another," he said. 
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BOATER OR UFO? A photograph taken in California in 1965. FLYING SAUCER .. ·. a picture taken in Malaga, Spain, in 1984. 

Blame the balloons but it's not all hot air 
Robin Drew 

HUGE hot-air balloons 
up to 40 m in diameter 
launched from Pretoria 
for the French space 
agency may have been 
responsible for the 
spate of UFO sightings 
in Southern Africa re
cently. 

So believes Mrs 
Cynthia Hind, Harare
based Africa represen
tative of Mufon, the 
American organistion 
which collects reports 
from all over the world 
of strange sightings in 
the skies. 

been investigating un
identified flying objects 
for the past 15 years, Lc; 
convinced that it was a 
research balloon of the 

object was reported 
over Matabeleland. 

South Africa's CSIR 
co-operates in the hal
loom programme. The 
balloons have been 
known to stay aloft for 
50 days and to have 
drifted right around the 
Southern Hemisphere. 

They rise to 30 km 
above the earth. 

Other sightings de
scribed in South Africa 
indicated that the 
French Space Agency 
had again been respoa· 
sible. · 

stressed that intensive 
investigations had 
failed to provide expla· 
nations for hundreds of 
other sightings of mys
terious objects. 

shapes who travelled in 
spinning disc-like 
bodies, which disap
peared and re-appeared 
in an instant. 

"Centre National 
D'Etudes Spatiales" 
which led to the scram
bling of Zimbabwe Air 
Force jet fighters last 
July when a mysterious 

All reports were now 
fed into a computer by 
Mufon and a pattern 
was emerging of the 
presence of humanoid 

Had she herself wit
nessed anything from 
another world or di
mension? 

Mrs Hind, who has 
No, althoup sbe 

However, Mrs Hind would dearly love to. 

Was UFO claim iust hot air? 
by MALCOLM CURTIS 

Staff reporter 
It wasn't Santa Claus, says Victor 

Holt. 
And it wasn't Halley's Comet , the 

Tumbler Ridge resident says. 
And no, he hadn't been nipping at 

the eggnog. 
Holt, a professional photographer, 

says he saw a spaceship that shone its 
light on the northeast British Colum
bia coal town last week . 

"Nothing's going to convince me it 
wasn't a spaceship up there," said 
Holt, 33. 

Unfortunately he didn't have a cam
era with him at the time. 

But Brenda Hillier, a high school 
student , said she saw something 
matching the description given by 
Holt as she walked home from the 
town recreation centre Dec. 7. 

About 10 p.m . Holt said he saw a 

barrel-shaped object above the trees 
while walking home from work . 

"It was like a barrel with lights on 
the side of it," he said in an interview 
Friday. 

"There was a row of orange lights 
and a row of blue lights, it was kind 
of like a starburst. 

"It hovered down in front of me 
then a white rotating spotlight shone 
on Tumbler and then shone right on 
my face like a flashlight. 

"It flickered on me and then it took 
off like a rocket right into the Big 
Dipper (a constellation) and faded 
into the sky with an orange glow until 
it disappeared." 

Holt reported his sighting to the 
RCMP immediately. 

"They asked me if I'd had a nerv
ous breakdown, if I was on any medi
cation, all that," he said. 

Mounties believe Holt is the victim 

of a prank although they initially sent 
a report of the UFO sighting to RCMP 
headquarters in Ottawa . 

After an article appeared in a local 
paper Wednesday , two youths came to 
the police station and admitted to set
ting a dry cleaning bag on fire . 

"They were just trying to make a 
hot air balloon," said Const. Dave 
Downey. "I suppose the light reflect
ing off the plastic bag could have giv
en off a lot of colors ." 

The youths used straws to make a 
frame to which they attached birth
day candles . "They lit the candles 
and off she went ," said Downey. 

No charges are being laid . 
Holt is convinced it wasn't a prank. 
' 'I'd like to see how they did it . I 

saw that thing hover up and down 
vertically and horizontally for 10 min
utes." 

He admils to being the butt of a 
lot of joking from friends . "People 
don 't believe you, there are a lot of 
sceptics, but what can you do?" 

Hillier, 18, is one believer. 
She says she saw a barrel

shaped object with three orange 
lights ap(>f'ar above trees near a 
mobile home park. 

"I just thought it might be a 
UFO and I walked home fast," she 
said. "I took a different way home. 
I was scared." 

Hillier believes it was a space
ship, perhaps manned by creatures 
from outer space "exploring" the 
world . 

Holt does too. 
"You never believe it until you 

see it." 

UFO sitings prompt 'energy' theory ffiEE PRESS, Ibrchester, Ehgland 

ex:t. 25, 1985 rn: T. Gcx:xl 

The possibility that an energy phenomenon 
might have caused numerous UFO sitings near 
Windley is being considered by the Derby 
Group of the Nottingham UFO Investigation 
Society. 

Last week Mrs Marian Thomson reported seeing a 
strange object in the sky for several nights and added that 
the same or similar object had haunted the area for 
several years. 

NUFOIS, in conjunction with the UFO Investigators' 
Network , has issued a statement this week which reveals: 
" Far more people in the locality witnessed UFO sitings 
than had at first been thought." :md that similar sitings 
have been made in the area over a number of years. 

The statement continues: " Investigators are now almost 
certain that what has been seen is not Sirius or some other 
astronomical body and as the objects have been observed 
when aircraft were also present, it is reasonably certain 
that they are not planes ." 

One witness claimed to have seen three objects 
apparentlv attacking each other - but this could have 
been caused by two of them crossing the path of the third 
from opposite directions. . . 

"The investigators suspect that the cause of the s1t1ngs 
may well be attributable to some form of energy 
phenomenon of which there are several kinds , though at 
this stage they feel unable to specify any type as being the 
likely candidate," .:oncluded the statement. 

(1\jTORMATION 
Whatever the cause , further information is urgently 

required and ayone who feels they may have witnessed a 
sighting within two miles of Windley would be doing the 
investigators a service by contacting them. 

The number to ring is Derby 559293 and all calls will be 
dealt with in complete confidence . 

A series of sightings of coloured light balls made in 
Ashbourne towards the end of 1979 were explained at the 
time as the natural phenomenon known as Kugelblitz or 
ball lightning. 

l ] Flying saucer. 
~i~ or just Venus? 

15 .. A strange phenomenon She described it as 

•• 

; 

0::: was spotted In the early round with green flashing 
.. U morning skies today - lights, "I don't know what 

hovering over the sleepy a flying saucher looks like ~ 1.1') village of Worlaby, near - but it was certainly that :.2 ex> Brigg. sort of shape. '' 
$ ~ Mrs. Ruth Empson was About 20 minutes later 

~ ~ • In the sun lounge of her the object had disap-

1
8 .. home at Fountains Corner peared, leaving Mrs. 

j 
~ at 7 am when she saw the Empson baffled. 

. , objec:1 above her house. AAF Binbrook could 
At first, naturallY. throw no light on the 

enough, she thought tt mystery. "We don't know B was an aeroplane, but she anything about it at all, and 
became increasingly cu- I can't think of anything 
rioua when It failed to which would exhibit those 
move - and got out the features," a spokesman 
binoculars. said. 

But at Humberslde Air· 
port a spokqwoman felt 
there was chance that Mrs. 
Empson had seen not a 
flying saucer - but the 
planet Venus. 

"It actually had u& 
wondering a month or so 
ago," she confessed. 

The planet ofen 
appeared with lights 
flashing either side of lt. 
"It doesn't give an im· 
pression of being a planet 
- but that's what it Ia." 
she added. 

The first sighting 
AN unidentified ftyiDc object which broucht out 
enthu.aiaata at W ana:t.n.&er durinc tbe weekend ftnt 
appeared in &be aide. over Shatteebary. It's the first tiJI'e 
thia year that a definite Rcbtinc baa been mede 
accordinc to Mr David Wricbt who helpe run the UFO 
centre at WU'Dlinater. 

Tbe UFO which wu deecribed by "Witn- u movinc 
at bich speed ac...-. the sky aDd then hovering for 
several 8eCODda before vaal.hinc, bad switchboard. in 
two poUce force areas buzzintf. 

Mr Wricht said: "'We h.ad calla from u far away u 
Weymouth. It apparently piotted a course aerou Donet 
before turninc aDd flnally diaappearinc aroUDCI Cley 
HilL" 
W~ Ia ODe ol BritaJD'• fonlaoeC UFO areu 

with ..-:iaDY an-anced p.dulce tou.n Ol"'am..d 
annaally for enthuiuta. 

CAMBElU.EY ~, Surrey, Ehgland 

ex:t. 25, 1985 rn: T. Gcx:xl 

UFOs? Nothing new 
THE mports of the briY,t 
hghts or UFOs reported in 
vour editions af Seoterr.ber 20 
and October 18 are. not new. 

My father. travelling from 
Lightwater to Waking when he 
worked with horses. was con
siderably frightened some time 
in the late 1920s by a bright 
ligh t. which he described as 
being of dazzling brightness. 
v.·hich travelled parallel with 
him across the common from 
Lightwater Manor. disappear
ing abruptly near the Gordon 
Boys School junction with Red 
Road. 

He was cycling at about 
4 30-5 a.m., as was his habit in 
order to -feed the horses before 
work. He was th.r most unima
ginative man in the world, ju!lt 
a Simple country man. 

It was talked about in our 
family for years whenever any
thmg of a supematucal hap
perung was under discussion. 

l was about 18 at the time 
and remember it well . He was, 
he said. ''shaking with fright." 
- J. Davies (Mrs.), Brahms 
Road, Brighton Hill, 
Basingstoke. 
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Aliens are 
watching us 
says Kevin 
ALIEN space~h•ps tly reg
ularlv over Walton . claims a 
22-year-old plumber. 

Kev.n R<h'ller. of Garrick 
Close. Walton . has spotted 
unidenllfic:d nyong objc:cts no 
kss than five.- times over the pa~l 
fou r vears . and on at least one 
occas-ion he saw alic:n' in,ide a 
craft . 

Mt R<>"siter sard he felt that 
humans were being ohsc:rved hy 
heings from another planet . 

His first brush with e~lra
terrestnals happenc:d one: night 

in 19lll. at the Selwyn Roud 
estate in Walto n. Mr R<>"siter . 
who was nding his motorcycle. 
'topped when he saw a brilliant. 
rcvolvin£ Hunslucent cone in 
the ~ky ~ with red light-; like 
lasers . 

" I could clearly see outline 
humanoid shadows inside the 
craft. heing only 75 mc:tres 
awav." he saod . " AI an estimate. 
I gu'essed there to be ~0 crew 
member' im.idc .. 

Suddenly. thc: hug<' cone dis
appeared. leavong no trace he-

hind . he said. Other sighting' ol 
UFOs haJ mainly been nf 
rc:volving discs which appeared 
and then disappeared. although 
'ix months ago. he 'fXltl<:d a 
yellow space,hip. 

Mr Rossiter i' anxinu~ 1<1 hear 
from anyone else who ha' 
spotted UFOs. He can be 
reached on Walton 22-'Xlf>. 
e Three we.c:ks ago. Chenscy 
pus! office worker . Jimmy 
Mason. 'il!htc:d a UFO for the 
second ti~e from his home at 
Harpesford Avenue. Virginia 
Water . 

TRANSLATIONS 
City and country of incident: Portanova, Italy 
Date of incident: August B, 19B5 
Name of paper and date of clip: LA STAMPA, August 9, 19B5 
City and country of newspaper: [City Unknown], Italy 

[CREDIT: Walter Langbein] 

SQUADRON SIGHTED IN THE SKY OF ANCONA 

TRIESTE - ZB UFOs were sighted in Portanova near Ancona last night. 

The report was given to the National UFO Centre in Pordenone by a 
family who was on holiday in that Adriatic locality and by another 

holiday-maker from Florence. 

According to the report of the people who saw an extraordioary event 

(such a quantity of UFOs had never been seen before), the appearance 
of the UFOs in the sky lasted for an hour, from midnight until 1 
o'clock A.M. 

The UfOs made several evolutions flying in formation before disappearing 
on the horizon. The objects were of different colors (from gold 
to light blue) which kept on changing. Today in Pordenone, another 

report came from Paterno near Ancona. It came from two people who 
sighted a UFO at 20:35 yesterday. They told of seeing an object 
formed by two shining yellow balls tied together; under them, there 

was a much smaller red ball that flashed. The object stayed in the 
sky without moving for twenty minutes, then it rose vertically very 
quickly and disappeared in a few seconds. 

In order to dispel the skepticism caused by these sightings, the 
UFO Centre has made the proposal to involve the civil Protection 

that would be able to get a serious and deep documentation with its 
means. 

Country of incidents: Italy 
Dates of incidents: April-August, 1985 

Name of paper and date of clip: LA STAMPA, August 23, 1985 

City and country of neiiiiSpaper: [City Unknown], Italy 

[CREDIT: Walter Langbein) 

ALL THE sutt£R UFO 

Prof. Antonio Chiumento of Pordenone, teacher, vice-president of 

the National UFO Centre, who collects all the Italian witnesses with 
the help of ZOO collaborators all over the country, has given us 

a long list of sightings. 

In Castaldia, on the Monte Cavallo, in Friuli, on April 14, at twenty 

past ten P.M., a young man and his fiancee were driving. Suddenly 
he noticed two humanoid shapes on the left of the road; they were 
LBO meters high, as well as large (honestly, this is not a human 
largeness), without any arms. The girl was inattentive, she did 

not realize, and the young man accelerated. But after a few meters, 
their car was wrapped in a yellow fog and the engine stopped. The 

man tried to start it again without any success; he succeeded, though, 
in moving his car with the help of the starting device, and the engine 

started again out of the fog. Further on, some other fog, and so 

another stop, but there was the providential descent, and it was 
the third time. Prof. Chiumento underlined that, during that night, 

in the same place, many people noticed a discoidal object spreading 
a yellow light and flying low in the sky. 

During the night of June Z, in a field in Virle (Brescia), a strange 

object was noticed. It looked like a top and spread lights of different 
colors. It turned round and round, then it rose and disappeared. 

On the following day in that same place, some incisions were found 
in the earth. 

A physician of Mestre, on the evening of August Z, was driving on 

the road from Oderzo to Ponte di Piave when he saw a strange being 
that was crossing the road jumping like a kangaroo, and then it reached 

a discoidal object of about 5 meters in diameter which was flying 

low over the field. A cone of blue light coming out of the lower 

part of the object "sucked" the creature inside; afterwards it left 

vertically looking like a fireball. 

On August 13, at 4:45 in Falconara Marittima (Ancona), two large 

shining circles appeared on the sea surface, at BOO meters from the 

shore. One of them moved 100 meters away and stayed there for 45 

minutes. Then it got near the other one again and they sank together. 

Near Ancona, in Portanova, a few days ago, a shining globe spread 

shining beams that hit the cliff with a blinding light. 

City and country of incident: Aosta Valley, Italy 
Date of incident: September 15, 19B5 

Nalne of paper and date of clip: STAMPA SERA, September 16, 19B5 
City and country of newspaper: Lunedi, Italy 

[CREDIT: Walter Langbein] 

"WE SAW A UFO" 

TORINO - A UFO in the sky of Aosta Valley could be seen in the district 
of Turin. Many people saw it--Rita and Achille DiMarco, Diego Zaccar

elli and his mother Anna, the journalist of the RAI (the Italian 
broadcasting corporation) in Aosta, Luciano Caveri and a worker, 

Luciano Bozzo. It was a triangular object which looked like an enormous 
grey butterfly. Somebody described it as a "C", looking like a horse
shoe. 

Some people could watch this "object" with a telescope or with binoc
ulars. But it seems that it was really very big, even with the naked 
eye. The extraterrestrial show lasted for about two hours, with 

the UFO moving quite quickly, "without any clear logic"; then some 
clouds arrived and· covered it. 

"It was exactly on the top of the 4 Ambin Teeth, over Chiomonte. 
It looked like an enormous grey butterfly and it shone very bright. 

It could be seen with the naked eye; it was really a very big object." 
Rita and Achille DiMarco, who live in Turin, were in the Suss Valley 
and were the first people to notice the UFO which, yesterday morning, 
flew mainly over the Aosta Valley at about 12,000 meters in height. 

"My wife and I were going for a walk with our dogs," Mr. DiMarco 

said. "Suddenly I saw two men who were watching the sky with binocu
lars. There was a shining dot that was moving. I went near them 

and the man holding the binoculars told me, 'Have a look! lfl'lat do 
you think it is?' Thanks to the amplification, I was able to see 

three feet coming out of a sort of triangular base. Then everything 
disappeared suddenly." 

The object was seen also by Diego Zaccarelli, aged 16, who lives 

in Turin. He was in Bastia of Corio Canavese with his mother. 

"We saw it," he said, "with a telescope that magnifies 300 times. 

We observed it carefully. At first it looked like a sort of letter 
"C" or a horseshoe that had different facets in its lower part which 
sometimes grew longer." 

"The sighting," his mother, Anna, 

A.M. Then the clouds arrived. 
said, "lasted from 8: 30 to 10: 30 
At that moment I went downstairs 

and called Caselle on the phone; it was 9:00 o'clock. 'I saw a shining 

object,' and I was told, 'Perhaps it was a _sounding balloon.' Perhaps, 

I replied, but it didn't· look like that. 'Don't worry, Hadam.' 
After less than one hour, ten jets were passing over this area." 

The extraterrestrial show was filmed for a long time by a moving 

studio of the RAI in the Aosta Valley. In the plane that got up 

to 6, 500 meters in height were also Luciano Caver i, a journalist, 
and Luciano Bozzo, from the regional weather station. "That object," 
Mr. Caveri explained, "was sighted over Pila yesterday morning at 

8 o'clock. Apparently, it seemed to fly at ll,OOO or 12,000 meters 
in height. It seems, though, that at the beginning of the phenomenon, 

it was much lower, and then it suddenly got higher. It could be 
seen with the naked eye, and it looked like a little white ball. 
On the contrary, with the binoculars, it looked like a balloon with 
shining appendices." 

The "flying ball" moved from Pila to the area of the Gran Paradiso, 
then toward the Monte Bianco; afterwards it went back to Aosta where 

people could admire it until Z o'clock in the afternoon. "The UFO," 
Mr. Caver i said, "kept on moving, but nobody was able to understand 
what its logic was. At high altitude, it looked like a triangular 

object that was moving as if it was driven by rockets, giving out 
metallic dazzles." 

City and country of incident: Oxelosund, Sodermanland Region, Sweden 

Date of incident: December 12, 1985 
Name of paper and date of clip: FOLKET, December 13, 19B5 
City and country of newspaper: Eskilstuna, Sweden 

[CREDIT: Erik Fredriksson) 

REMARKABLE OBJECT OBSERVED 

At 13:15 yesterday, December 12, a driver from Norrkoping observed 
a remarkable flying object and now he is interested to know if anyone 

else observed the object. The man was driving by Sundsors scrap 

store in Oxelosund, situated 100 kilometers southwest of Stockholm. 

Suddenly, he observed a strange thing gliding through the air at 

an altitude of about 30-50 meters. The object looked more than 

a little like a crushed cylinder, quite transparent, and about a 
half-meter in size. The object was traveling from Sunda village 

on the way to Frosang, in a west-east direction. He observed it 
from a distance of about 500 meters and later when he was on the 

higher branch of the road, he observed it passing behind a house 
in the village of Frosang. Now the surprised driver still wonders 

what he really observed and if there others who observed the strange 

"flying bubble." 
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.J:o~~~hepihW~ 
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~ top half of h1a body. 
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daahlna about the road 
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PhWp 1n earth. 
He wu taken to Fren

chay Hospital, Bristol, 
suft'er1ng 50 per cent 
burna. Hla condition wu 
delcrtbed u "aertoua" 
laat night. 

The accident, which 
happened In Station 
Road, Westbury, WUt-

::.·~ar~J·~~~ 
They are lnves~Unc 

n=ryl:::!l~to mtu! 
cfothlng and Ignited 
when he Ut a clprette. 

-+.) Tom POST j !Friedman says Mayan temple was obse rvatory 

~- Man Questions History 
By Jeffrey Savitskie 
Ste H Wtlter 

STUART- Rick Friedman has 
evidence that 30,000 years ago, 
give or take 10,000 years, there was 
a civilization that flew airplanes 
and communicated globally 
through quartz telephone transmit
ters that were shaped like skulls. 

"I think on Earth 20,000-40,000 
years ago there was a civilization 
better than our own. They bad done 
away with war, with famine. They 
were an extremely advanced peo
ple ... people who knew more than 
we give them credit for," he told an 
audience of Martin County High 
School students yesterday. 

Friedman theorizes that a natu
ral catastrophe forced these people 
into a primitive lifestyle; that they 
started from scratch after the 
Great Flood. 

He uses slides from archeologi
cal digs and elaborate research to 
back his theories on why history 
may not be as it is generally pre
sented in classrooms throughout 
the world . 

He links the Mayan civilization 
in Peru to the Egyptians and to 
other ancient civilizations through 
a series of slides showing art, fash
ion and artifacts of those times. 
The similarities prove, he said, that 
the different cultures had to have a 
way to communicate with each oth
er. 

During a two-hour lecture, the 

bearded archeologist touched on a 
number of items which don't fit 
into his version of ancient history. 
The Great Pyramids in Egypt were 
not tombs, were not built by He
brew slaves, and for the most part 
were not built by Egyptians, he 
said. They also were not built, brick 
by brick, over a 20-year period. He 
claims this historical account is 
based on shabby information gath
ered by a Greek wanderer who had 
been kicked out of his country for 
being a liar. 

"The Great Pyramid of Egypt 
was not designed to be a tomb for 
anybody. It was an observatory," 
he said, explaining that after the 
Great Flood, the structures were 
built by survivors who wanted to 
view the heavens to figure out 
where they were. It was the Egyp
tians who came along later and 
built peaks on top of the flat-topped 
observatories and made them into 
tombs . 

Similar observatories can be 
found at sites of ancient civiliza
tions throughout the world, he said. 

But Friedman, a teacher at 
South Plantation High School, 
readily admits his lectures are de
signed more to make students 
think, than to convince them his 
theories are correct. 

"I'm not asking you to believe 
what I tell you. I am asking you to 
examine what you are taught," he 
said . 

JMutilated horse 
..; reportedly found 
B By FRED MILLER Ill 

Tribune Staff Writer 
Ll'l A horse was found dead and muti
~ lated late last month near Fairfield, 
~ according to its owner, Tom Den
re ning. 

The horse was first seen lying in a 
• strange position on the top of a hill, 

.~ about a half mile from a country 
:Z: road 12 miles east of Fairfield on 

what is known as the Crow Bench. 
E-! It was Halloween night before 
::E: Denning and some friends went back 

to check the horse and found its body 
~ mutilated. 
~ "We noticed the face was stripped 
~ back on one side, completely cut 
+l back right down to the bone," Den-

~ 
ning said. "All you could see was the 
jaw and the skull. On the back end, 
the sexual organs were cut out in cir-

1 
.. cular pattern and removed, and the 

mammaries were also removed." 
He said an ear and an eyeball also 

were missing, and neck muscles 
were removed to expose the wind
pipe. 

"It's really strange," Denning 
said. "The cuts are so precise. Where 
it's skinned off her face, it's an abso
lutely straight cut with nothing left at 
all except the bone structure." 

Denning said one of the most unu
sual aspects was the total lack of 
blood. 

Denning, an eighth grade teacher 
at Fort Shaw/Simms elementary 
school, said he didn't have the slight
est idea what may have caused the 
animal's death. 

"It could be a UFO, it could be a 
cult." he said. But, he added, "if it's 
a cult I don't see how they could get 
up there without causing some atten
tion." He said there were no tracks 

visible around the horse. 
However, Cascade County Sheriff 

Glenn Osborne said Capt. Keith Wol
verton investigated the horse's death 
and "said it was nothing but preda
tors." 

Based upon Wolverton's observa
tions, Osborne said the mutilation 
was caused by a predator. "It looked 
like skunks and other small animals 
had been eating on it," Osborne said. 
Wolverton refused comment Thurs
day when contacted by the Tribune. 

Denning disagrees with Wolver
ton's analysis. 

"He tried to tell me it was preda
tors on the back end," Denning said. 
"There's no way I'd agree with that 
because it was too precise a cut - it 
wasn't something that was chewed 
out." 

"It was a perfectly circular pat
tern. If it was a predator, it would 
have had jagged edges." 

While Wolverton said predators 
might have caused the cuts on the 
back of the animal, Denning said 
Wolverton could not explain the cuts 
to the horse's face. 

"He said it was unusual and he 
had no answers," Denning said. 

There have been reports of cattle 
mutilations in the Sun River Valley 
over the past nine years. 

In 1976, Wolverton displayed a 
piece of hide from a mutilated cow to 
a local service club. He said the ani
mal was cut with an instrument and 
not by predators. 

Wolverton also co-authored a book 
that year titled, "Mystery Stalks The 
Prairie." The book could not provide 
an answer to the questions of who 
mutilates the animals, when, and for 
what purpose. 
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Nessie 
Fad or fantasy, it's drawn 
scientists, tourists for eons 

BY MARCUS ELIASON 

DRUMNADROCHIT, Scotland (AP)
Alistair and Susan Boyd were sitting in their 
car in a rest area overlooking Loch Ness. 
Hunting for the Monster had gotten them 
nothing but headaches and eyestrain from 
hours of gazing through the rain onto the 
forbidding gray waters. They were about 
ready to give up. 

Then . Alistair says, he saw it . 
"There was a tremendous disturbance in 

the water. There was nothing on the surface 
at this stage, but I could clearly see that it 
was a large animate object. There was a 
swirling on both sides. There was on the 
right-hand side a pushing around, rather as 
if you were to swish water around the bath, 
and a stopping, like if you wanted to turn a 
rowing boat around with oars." 

And then, a hump. "It was wet and black . 
You could see the water running off its back. 
The hump was absolutely symmetrical. It 
was a bout 20 feet long." 

"Get the camera," cried Susan . Alistair 
rummaged frantically for it, but he was too 
late. Within seconds the water was flat and 
calm again, and there was little they could do 
but sketch from memory what they had seen, 
and brace themselves for the ridicule they 
knew would come. 

The Boyds are art teachers in their early 
30s from the London area. Their description 
has all the hallmarks of a "classic sighting." 
That was six years ago, and they have 
returned to Loch Ness every summer since 
that sighting in 1979, bristling with 
binoculars and powerful camera lenses. 

Fifty-two years after the first reported 
sighting this century, the Loch Ness Monster 
stands with UFOs, the Abominable Snowman 
and the Lost Continent of Atlantis among the 
world's most enduring legends. 

The methods used to track it have ranged 
from high-tech to high jinks : sonar probes, a 
submarine, a blimp, a gyrocopter, computer
enhanced underwater photography, a trained 
dolphin, a model monster smeared with 
salmon oil, a baited cage, and an amphibious 
Volkswagen . 

People have reported seeing whale-like 
humps, long necks, vast tails, a primeval 
flipper and, in one case, a dinosaur-like 
creature ambling across the lakeside road. 

Right now, the theories about a marine 
dinosaur. a giant eel, a shell -less turtle, 
outsize sturgeon or super-slug are do-wn, but 
not out. 

On the one hand, a spoilsport named 
Ronald Rinns has exhaustively studied the 
major photographs and eyewitness accounts 
and, totheangerofwhathecalls "the 
Monster Fraternity," has published a 
persuasive argument that Nessie never 
existed. 

On the other hand, there are the tantalizing 
sonar readings taken by the Loch Ness and 
Morar Project, a 1~year-old British 
scienti fie expedition to locate the monster. 

Through 1982, operating 24 hours a day, the 
sonar registered 40 strong and inexplicable 
targets at depths of up to350 feet which could 
indicate moving objects larger than any 
known life in the lake, which is 750 feet deep. 

The expedition, funded by public 
subscription, is now looking for $135,000 to 
buy underwater video cameras that lock onto 
sonar targets. 

Anthony Harmsworth, a businessman who 

.. .... ...... 

Alisto ir Boyd 
keeps watch 
over Lock Ness 
with dreams of 
taking the 
photograph 
which will 
conclusively 
prove the 
existence of a 
monster. (AP) 

runs the Loch Ness Monster Exhibition at 
this village on the western shore of the lake, 
says he once believed it was a plesiosaur, a 
long-necked prehistoric reptile, but has since 
changed his mind. 

"I think that if there is something in Loch 
Ness, it's probably going to be something 
like a huge fish, which would be equally 
interesting of course," Harmsworth says. 
"The Loch Ness Monster doesn't have to be a 
dinosaur to be interesting ." 

•1 7 a• 

The hundreds of sightings have been 
explained away by skeptics as otters, ducks, 
seals, swimming deer, cormorants, boats, 
mirages, shadows, wind slicks, waves, 
rotting vegetation, logs and shoals of fish. shadowy figure in this 1961 photo is said to be the Loch Ness Monster. 

He also believes "weare talking not about 
one creature, but about a colony of large 
animals." 

Although he makes a handsome living 
charging an annual150,000 tourists $1.60 
each to visit the exhibition, Harmsworth 
candidly admits there is no hard evidence 
either to prove or disprove the Monster's 
existence. 

Loch Ness is very much the stuff of 
monster legend. The 24-mile-long, one-mile
wide lake is banked by steep mountains. Its 
water is cold enough to sink dead bodies. 
Peat particles in the water make it 
impenetrably murky. A ruined lakeside 
castle deepens the aura of mystery. 

Geological shifts and the effect of the Ice 
Age make it theoretically possible that 
ancient beasts became trapped in the lake 
when it was cut off from the sea and were left 
to mutate peacefully into monsters. 

Ronald Binns, a 37-year-old literary critic, 
writes in "The Loch Ness Mystery Solved" 
that "the entire Loch Ness Monster tradition 
crumbles at the first skeptical probe." He 
claims to show that virtually all the accepted 
evidence is in fact baseless and demonstrates 
how easy it is to fake photographs. 

"The great appeal of the Loch Ness 
mystery is perhaps the way in which it offers 
everyone the chance to become an amateur 
sleuth, pore over the evidence, visit the dark 
mysterious waters, and concoct a new theory 
about what it is which has baffled the world 
for so long," Binns wrote. 

Believers point to giant squids and the 
prehistoric coelacanth fish which were 
thought to be extinct until they were caught 
this century. They also note the intriguing 
coincidence that all the lakes reputed to 
contain monsters lie in a globe-girdling belt 
above the 50th parallel. 

Loch Nes.s Monster legends date back to 
A.D.565 when St. Columba, according to his 
biographer, castigated the creature for 

aitacking one of his followers. "The holy man I 
gave a great shout and commanded the beast 
to go back into the depths from which he 
came," it was written . 

In 1527, one Duncan Campbell described .. 
how "a terrible beast" came ashore and 
killed three men with a flick of its tall. Jr 

The legend got going in earnest in July 1933 ~ 
when the Inverness Courier, a local ~ 
newspaper, reported "Strange Spectacle On s:t' 
Loch Ness," quoting an unnamed ~ 
businessman and his wife as having seen how .. 
"the creature disported itself, rolling and ~ 
plunging for fully a minute, its body R 
resembling that of a whale .. . " 

The hunt was on . In December 1933 the 
Daily Mail commissioned M.A. Wetherall, ~ 
the big-game hunter, to find the beast. 
Within days he found large footprints, • 
prompting the Daily Mail to proclaim that 
the Monster "is not a legend but a fact." ~ 

Unfortunately, it soon transpired that .. 
hoaxers had manufactured the trail using the 1-" 
stuffed foot of a hippopotamus. \D 

The Monster was saved f~om complete ~ 
ignominy the following year by the famous 
"Surgeon's Photograph," a snapshot taken 
by Lt. Col . Robert Kenneth Wilson, a London 
gynecologist, showing a long neck and head 
protruding from the water. 

With the believers gaining ground, Sir 
Peter Scott, a distinguished British 
naturalist, gave the Monster a scientific 
name, Nessi teras Rhombopteryx, and wrote 
that while the existence of large animals in 
Loch Ness was improbable, it was equally 
improbable that all the people who had 
claimed to have seen the Monster were lying 
or hallucinating. 

Today, the lake is dotted with monster
watchers, ranging from summer amateurs to 
well-equipped professionals. Harmsworth 
says half a dozen sightings are reported each 
year on average, two-thirds of which can be 
dismissed. 



~Preparing to talk to otherworldly aliens 
e) JHFREY HEINKE/ SAN ANTONIO LIGHT 

By JAMES FISHER 
Orlando Sentinel 

WASHINGTON - Allan Goodman, a dean and in
structor at Georgetown University's prestigious 
School of Foreign Service, believes it's time that scien
tists and politicians seriously plan to deal with aliens. 

Not boat people, not Mexicans illegally crossing the 
border, but the spaceship kind. 

Goodman, 43, a former 

"agnostic" on the aliens issue. He's not sure if any ex
ist, he said, but the United States and other countries 
may be on the verge of finding out. 

Next year, shuttle astronauts will put into orbit the 
$1.2 billion Hubble Space Telescope, a highly ad
vanced instrument capable of seeing objects 50 times 
Uimmer than can be seen now. It may spot an undis
covered planet orbiting a faraway star, a possible ha
ven for a society heretofore seen only on Hollywood 

sound stages. 
CIA analyst and author of ['j[3 
books on international ne- .. ~ .... -------------------

By the 1990s, NASA 
plans to equip powerful 
radio telescopes to make a 
detailed analysis of radio 
waves from distant 
sources, ferreting out 
what is explainable and 
trying to explain what is 
not. If aliens are speaking, 

gotiations. has devised a 
plan for communicating 
with extraterrestrials and 
welcoming them with 
diplomatic immunity if 
they land on Earth. 

And he knows what 
people may think. 

How do we 'repress the 
instinct to get a baggie, 

capture E. T., open up his heart 
and see what makes him. 

beep?' NASA will have its hear
ing aid turned on high. 

-ALLAN GOODMAN "The possibility that 
Georgetown University planets accompany the 

"I don't smoke pot," 
Goodman said . "I don't 
read science fiction . And 
if you'd said to me a year 
ago, 'Gee, you're going to 
get involved and work on 
this problem,' I'd have 
said that you smoke pot." 

billions of galaxies and 
nn stars that exist has to im-------------------l:r.illr.::. press someone," Good-

He considers the question of how to deal with aliens 
the ultimate foreign policy challenge, an area of the
ory and planning that has never been formally 
addressed. 

If we make contact with aliens by the year 2000, as 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) chief James Beggs expects, we should be 
ready, the foreign policy scholar said. 

Goodman, in an interview at his office at the uni
versity's Intercultural Center, considers himself an 

man said. "It's hard to be
lieve we could be utterly unique." 

The aliens that Earthlings run into "could be plants 
or ... things we don't envision. They could be squat, 
warty little figures with long fingers that light up in 
the dark ." 

E.T. may live. 
If he does, what do we say to him? And, more im

portantly. Goodman said, how do we "repress the in
stinct to get a baggie, capture E.T .• open up his heart 
and see what makes him beep?" 

Goodman began pondering these issues 
last fall after hearing Beggs of NASA speak 
of the potential for communication with 
atiens. Beggs said NASA hasn't considered 

Champ observed 14 times in 1985 
how it would respond if an extraterrestrial 
were heard or discovered. 

Goodman did . and came up with a num-
ber of concerns. He worries about individ· 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN --Is the 109 mile l9ng Lake Cham
plain the habitat of a colony of 15-25 foot long Loch-Ness
like mystery animals? Recent evidence indicates that pos· 
sibly Lake Champlain is another Loch Ness. 

"There were 14 reported sightings of Champ in 1985 ." 
announced Joseph W. Zarzynski, of Wilton, director of the 
Lake Champlain Phenomena Investigation . 

Sighting of Champ have persisted for decades and the 35 
t:-t Ll'l yea r old Zarzynski says he has catalogued over 250 Champ 
~ ~ sightings. 
~ .-t "Of the 1'1 Champ sightings in 1985," said Zarzynski , 
0 " 10 were reported on the Vermont side of Lhe lake and 4 

~ ~
~. from the New York side." The lake resides in Vermont. 

New York. and Quebec and it is 400 feet deep. 
Zarzynski says some of the sightings could just be cases 

of honest misinterpretation but that others show validity. 
In his 1984 book. "Champ-Beyond the Legend," Zar· 

zynski theorizes that Champ may be a plesiosaur, a zeu· 

1 Channel riddle 
0 

B of drifting boat 
Ll'l 

~without a crew 
C7'l 

N YACHTSMAN Fred Miskimmin met a s trange sight 
~ when he boarded a drifting motor c:ruiser in the a English Channel. 

For the Annabelle Lee, a converted flshinl' boat 
worth about £40,000 was completely deserted. 

'0 As 1\Ir Mlsklmmln glanced 
~ around the c ruise r he became 

...-! increasingly puzzled. 
tyl On the cabin table was the 

!5 ~~r:;a:,~s oO:e aor~~f;e~~e;ksml~yl 
a pile of neatly-folded clothes. 

~
.. It was the start of a Marie 

Celeste-style mystery w h i c h 
three months later Is still 

C hafTJing pollcr. coast!';uards S ~ nd harbour authorities. 
r·or -ince that day when the 

.-raft U"a< towed Into Rams-

1
., Rd te harbour. Ken t. no one 

""' <"orne forward to <"laim 
he r. 

Fault 

I 
Officials can onl:v puzzle a~ 

to how she came to be drift
Ing In the Channel and why 
she has not been claimed. 

What happened to the 
crew ? Coastguards and the 
poUce have had no reports 
of anyone missing. The craft 
was equipped with a radio, 
but t h e r e had been no 
appeals for help. 

The onlv sign that any-
1 hinr was \Hm:!K was that the 
engine had developed a fault 
an d an attempt had been 
made to anchor the vessel. 

The CardifT-bascd General 
RegistH and Records Office 
nf Shipping and Seamen has 
t h~ .'\nna belle l .ee registered 

I by ANDREW ALDERSON I 

~~~!:':gi~~s t:ddr:! ~~~~~~ 
as the High Street, Ramsgate. 

But Mr Gleeson does not 
Jive In the first-floor flat and 
neighbours do not remember 
him. 

The Annabelle Lee Is regis-

~ri~ta:5in ~~~ ob:V~:. R~~ 
harbour authorities there 
have no knowledge of the 
vessel. 

Mr Misklmrnin, a retired 
publican who Jives on the Isle 

:!rt!"1t~h::~ h~~ Its~;~~: 
aboard the Marie Celeste." 

A Coastguard spokesman 
said : " Every effort has been 
made to find out what 
happened to the crew of the 
v-1. We have to admit we 
are totally stumped." 

And a Customs and Excise 
o8ielal said : " We are hold· 
me the boat as receiver of 

~a! 1~~ ~:r 1ni.C::Cn:~:~ 
will be sold and any claims 
for salvage settled." 

Both Mr Mlsklmmin and 1\'lr 
Ron Cannon, the local life
boat coxswain who towed the 
boat Into the harbour, are 
claiming salvage rights. 

glodon . or a sea-lion type creature. Plesiosaurs, marine 
reptiles. have been extinct for over 60 years . The zeu
glodon. an ancestor to the modern day whale, has been 
thought extinct for 20-40 million years . If it is the sea 
lion-like animal it might be a new species of wildlife. 

"Although the Champ controversy remains unresolved." 
Zarzynski said. "the evidence on Champ is impressive and 
tanalizing." 

Zarzynski 's research team compkted 31 days of field
work a t Lake Champlain in 1985 and his team 's report on 
Champ will be published in 1986 in the scientific journal 
Cryptozoology. 

"We had no sightings of Champ this past year, but the 
reported sightings in 1985 of Champ are very encouraging 
as they suggest science has not yet scratched the bottom of 
the zoological bathtub," concluded Zarzynski, a teacher in 
the Saratoga Springs area. 

~REVIEJi, Spokane, WA 

Oct. 3, 1985 

1,000 Bigfoot sightings on record 
This letter is in response to Professor Walter A. 

Becker's letter to the editor ("Doubts Bigfoot's exis
tence," Sept. 26). 

It is apparent that Becker is not familiar with the 
scientific literature concerning Sasquatch. 

What does Becker mean in saying that Bigfoot popu
lations must have families? 

Tbe word "family" normally means a situation in 
which male, female and offspnng are in constant con
tact . 

But the social structure of the Sasquatch probably is 
similar to those animals (such as bears) who contact 
during mating, but the mother then cares for the off
spring on ber own. 

Professor Grover Krantz estimates the Sasquatch 
population in just the Pacific Northwest at a minimum 
of 200 individuals. 

If those animals are in genetic contact, that is a 
viable breeding _population - taking disease, acci
dents and starvation into consideration. 

Yes, it is reasonable that with all the people in the 
forests, there would be sigbtinp. 

And we have them. There are at least 1,000 sigbt
inp on record, with the majority probably going unre
ported. 

Tboee reports have come from people of all ages 
and occupations. 

Having known Grover Krantz personally and profes
siooally for more than 12 years, I can testify that be 
baa paid all of bia Suquatcb research expenses oat of 
bis own pocket. 

Be abo bu paid an 111UDeUurable price in bia aca
demic atandiDg due to people who are unwilliDg to 
take lerioally &DJ idea, despite the evidence, if it c1oes 
DOt It lD with tbe malnatream.. 

DONALD E. TYLER 
Pullmaa 

ual countries sending messages from Earth 
without getting a worldwide consensus 
about what to say, or whether to say 
anything. 

In I 974 U.S . scientists transmitted ames
sage describing humans toward Ml3, a 
cluster of stars in the constellation Hercu
les. 35,000 light years away. 

A plaque with · a drawing of a man and a 
woman was on Pioneer 10, a satellite 
launched in 1972. After studying the aster
oid belt and Jupiter, the planetary probe in 
I 983 became the first man-made object to 
leave the solar system. 

The Voyager 2 probe, launched in 1977 
to study Jupiter and Saturn, included a re
cord with · familiar sounds from Earth, in
cluding a kiss, music and crying. 

"I think we should be very cautious 
about communicating," Goodman said. He 
would prefer that scientists only listen and 
then decide after international consultation 
whether to respond to an incoming signal. 

A response could give away Earth's posi
tion in "the cosmic jungle" to a dangerous 
predator, he said. 

Goodman also is worried that someone 
who receives an alien communication will 
keep it mum. "I think there are some scien
tists who would prefer to keep it a secret 
because they believe mankind is not yet 
ready for the knowledge that we aren't 
alone," he said. 

In the 1960s the British kept their discov
ery of pulsars - pulsing stars - secret for 
nearly a year while they figured out what 
thev had, he said. 

To avoid these problems, Goodman de
vised a plan for communicating and greet
ing aliens . He sent it to a dozen scientists 
around the world earlier this summer and 
asked them to comment. He hopes to get 
groups of scientists to approve it, then their 
governments and eventually the United 
Nations. 

Now is the time, he said, "when people 
consider this so unlikely or think of this as a 
potential problem 15, 25 or 50 years from 
now ." It will be easier to reach an interna
tional agreement while there is no pressure. 

His proposal includes these provisions: 
•Any scientist , observatory or government 
that believes it has detected some Indication 
of past or present extraterrestrial life will 
report it publicly as fully as possible with
out violating national security. 
•Any reponse or investigation would be 
made only after international consultation. 
IIVlsiting extraterrestrials will be given 
diplomatic immunity, along with protec
tion and aid in the event of an accident, dis
tress or emergency. 
mt aliens appear to pose a threat to human 
safety or peace, no nation will act without 
consulting the U.N. Security Council. 

Goodman admits in his proposal that an 
international agreement is "a long shot" 

(continued on page 20) 
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but one worth pursuing. He expecta com· 
ments on his draft proposal by September 
and from there will begin working for wid· 
er approval. 

~ EXPRESS, lon<bn, Ehgland - ~- 22, 1985 CR: D. Speed 

Mystery of the noise 
Bernard Oliver oversees NASA's Search 

for Extraterrestrial Intelligence program, 
which will use the radio telescope analysis. 
He called Goodman's plan "kind of amu
sing," and said he Is "not very concerned 
about it ." 

AT three . in the morning engineer John Mizen and 
his wife, Johanna, were .awakened by a strange 
noise that sounded like a muffled heartbeat. 

Sunday Express Reporter 
place, bUt I would nat want 
anyone else to suffer this. ·· 

Mr NOI'!Jl&D Davis, chief 
environmental omcer for the 
Forest of Dean, said : "Noises 
can be tra.namitted over land 
from as far as five miles 
awaY." 

Puzzled, they crept downstairs to try to trace the 
source, but no record player or radio had been left on. 

omcers a r e conducting a 
palnstaldng Investigation Into 
the cause of the pulsations at 
Paisley House. 

Oliver, of Ames Research Center in 
Mountain View, Calif., believes there is vir
tually no chance of an alien landing, and 
that Earthlings would have plenty of time 
to decide whether and how to respond if 
any communication is received. 

Others think the timing is good. 
The thought that alien communicat1on 

could be received "is no longer considered 
fanciful," and scientists should start think
ing about how to d'.!al with It, said John Bil
lingham, chief of the life sciences division 
at Ames. He suggests the Issue be discussed 
at international scientific conferences. 

Goodman said his foreign policy research 
entices him to look more often to the stars 
at night and wonder. 

"I think near one of those stars is a plane
tary system like our own, with an Earth 
similar to ours. And there also is some life 
form looking out into the void and saying, 'I 
wonder if there is anyone else out there.' " 

The pulsating nOise was at 
the same pitch wherever they 
went in their stone-built Vic
torian house in the Forest of 
Dean. Gloucestershlre. 

Yet when they stepped Into 
their garden the pressure on 
their eardrums ceased, The 
mysterious sound was f r o m 
Inside their five-bedroom 
house. 

Since that night three 
months ago, Mr and Mrs 
Mizen have been tortured 
with the noise which throbs 
through the house 24 hours a 
day. Yet none of their four 
sons who live at the house 
can hear it. 

Now environmental health 

And special machinea wed 
by them do register a low 
frequency noise on the verge 
of nurmal h earing. 

Musician 
It seems t-hat other people 

wlt.h sensitive hearing can be 
disturbed by It · Another of 
Mr and Mrs Mizen's sons, a 
teacher and a keen musician. 
was Instantly conscious of 
the sound when he visited his 
parents. 

Mrs Mizen, 57, said : "we 
have considered selling the 

Mr Davis said tapes of the 
not.se were being analysed. 
" It is a long, tedlow, and 
slow exercise." he added. "We 

~~h~v~~v~~ ~d ~hewe~y 
not be able to do anytblni 
about lt." 

~ Scoffers, Believers Abound 
Pol 

ing these," he said. "We had one family who saw 
a helicopter land in a corral." 

Yarnell, who has been sheriff of the eastern 
Color:~do county for 23 years, estimated he haa 
examined more th<~n 100 reports of cattle mu
tilations. lie feels 40 percent of them were real. ~ In Mutilated-Cattle Mystery 

~ Strange Events in Colorado Still Inspiring Unusual Theories 
0'1 
~ 

By ~'red Hayles 
1\.~~.:ttU~ .. .-d l'rl'~:t 

~ TRINIDAD, Colo.-For 12 years, Lou Girodo 
~ has been looking for the missing part of a strange 

puzzle. 
It is a puzzle of odd pieces: cattle mutilated 

with a surgeon's precision, mysterious hclicop-

i
.. ters, unidentified lights in the sky and rumors of 

Devil worship, government conspiracy and ex
traterrestrial visitors. 

.S "We re:~lly still don't know what it means. We 
:2 hope that one day, somewhere, somebody will 
~ find the piece that fits," said Girodo, chief inves-

tigator for the district attorney's office in Col-

~
.. orado's 3rd Judicial District, a large and lonely 

expanse of valleys and mountains on the New 
Mexico border. 

In the mid-1970s, officials in dozens of states 
were inundated by reports of cattle mutilations. 
Livestock owners from Wisconsin to Washington 
told of finding dead cattle with ears, eyes, 
tongues, genitals and other organs skillfully re
moved as if wirh a razor or scalpel. 

Estimates of the number of cases over the 
years range from 2,000 to 10,000. And even 
with official explanations that blamed scavenging 
animals for the damage, a dozen or so new cases 
are reported each year. Last summer, six cases 
were reported in northern New Mexico and one 
in Colorado. 

Field investigators like Girodo believe many 
more cases arc unreported. 

"Ranchers are saying, 'Hey, I've reported it 
before and nothing's been done about it so I 
don't want people stomping all over my pastures 
and laughing at me,' " he said. 

Cattle mutilations, or "cat mutes" as the locals 
call them, were no laughing matter a decade ago. 

Colorado Gov. Richard D. Lamm called it "one 
of the great outrages in the history of the west
ern cattle industry" and ordered a statewide in
vestigation in 1975. In New Mexico, National 
Guard helicopters were sent to ride shotgun 
over cattle ranges. In 1979, Harrison Schmitt, 
then a U.S. senator from New Mexico, held a 
hearing into the mutilations. 

Stockmen's associations in Colorado, Wyo
ming, Montana and Utah offered rewards as high 
as $25,000. There were scattered reports of 
ranchers firing at helicopters that strayed over 
their land. Lawmen from ranching states held 
seminars to compare notes. 

No one was arrested; no one came forward to 
tell of seeing a mutilation take place. Officials 
sorting evidence in Denver and Santa Fe con
cluded the cattle were victim of the natural 
forces of lightning, toxic plants and bovine dis
ease. The mutilations, they said, were performed 
by coyotes and buzzards. 

HAs far as we're concerned, it was the result of 
predators attacking dead animal:;," Carl White
side, deputy director of the Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation and head of an inquiry into the cat
tle deaths then, said in an interview. 

While some still debate the causes, no one de
nies that the reports of mutilations became a 
social phenomenon. 

"There were a lot of official explanations for it, 
from predators to m<1ss hysteria," said Tom Ad
<lms, who still publishes an mmual newsletter on 
mutil<ltions. "Reg<~nlless of what it was, it was 
something that affected a lot of people." 

He<1dlines from regional newspapers of the 
time reflect the concern . There were reports 
th<lt some animals' blood had been drained with
out a tr<1ce, leading to speculation that the 

There were reports that 
some of the animals' blood 
had been drained without 
trace, leading to 
speculation that the 
mutilations were the work 
of satanists or devotees of 
Mithraism, a pre-Christian 
religion. 

mutilations were the work of satanists or dev
otees of Mithraism, a pre-Christian rdigion that 
performed animal sacrifice and blood ceremo
nies. 

When Iowa investigators discovered all hooks 
on the occult had been checked out of the Des 
Moines public library in L979, they tried to dis
cover who was reading the books. The investi
gation created a minor brouhaha when the li
brary said the records were confidential. 

Reports of lights in the t~ky and unmarked he
licopters prowling cattle lands led to speculation 
about unidentified flying objects (UI'Os) or mil
itary testing of chemical or germ warfare. There 
was even a rumor that oil companies were re
moving organs from cattle to determine what 
minerals lay beneath the grassland. 

George Yarnell, sheriff of Elbert County, 
Colo., recalls patrolling his district at night, 
sometimes using <1ircraft to try to catch the low
flying helicopters. 

"These were honest people who were report-

"I h<1ven't ch<~ngcd my mind on that," he said. 
''I'll believe it until the day I die." 

lnvestig<~tors were baffled by the lack of f!I'I· 

idcncc at the scenes. Many police reports de
scribed cows found in isolated fields unmarked 
by human footprints or tire tracks. In some 
cases, the bodies were bruised and broken as if 
dropped from the <~ir. 

Gabe Valdez, a New Mexico state trooper, 
rcc:~lled times when <1nim:~ls, including preda· 
tors, avoided the dead cattle. 

"I w<1tched a pack. of coyotes circle a dead an· 
imal frqm 20 feet out. They wouldn't come any 
closer," he said. 

nut by the late 1970s, other evidence pointed 
to those s<~me predators as the culprits. Deputies 
in Arkans<1s <1nd Tex<1s ~taked out de<1d :~nimals 
<1nd w<1tched <IS buzz<~r<ls tore at the carcasses, 
leaving wounds similar to those bl:~med on mu
tilators. 

The ruckus seemed to die aw<1y after publica
tion of :1 297-p<~ge report in 1980 by Kenneth 
Rommel, <In ex-Flll agent who had received a 
federal gr<1nt to study the mutilations. Rommel, 
who worked for the Federal Bureau of Investi
gation in New York, Chicago, Puerto Rico and 
San Francisco before retiring to New Mexico, 
wrote " sc<1thing criticism of loc<1l investigators 
and news cover<1ge, concluding that with a few 
exceptions, the deaths <~nd wounds were of nat
ur<~l origins. 

"It was <~mazing how educated and well
learned people got sucked into the thing," Rom
mel s:~id. 

James Stewart, ch<1irman of the social behav
ior dcp:1rtment at the University of South Da
kot:l, called the mutil:~tions :1 c<1se of "mass de
lusion." 

"Once something like this gets rolling, people 
are reluctant to accept a mu1Hl<1ne expl<~nation," 
he s<1id. ''T<~Ik about s<1tanic cults and visitors 
from outer sp:~ce adds excitement to :1 drab ex
istence." 

Rut far away from the st<1te capitals and col
lege campuses, ranchers occ:~sionally still find 
things in their fields they cannot explain. 

Myron Scott, 23, a r:~ncher who has spent his 
life in the fields ne:1r Trinidad , tells of feeding 
h<1y to his livestock one night l<1st fall when he 
saw lights hovering above " pasture twQ miles 
away. The next day he found the cow. 

Scott is used to death; he loses a few head to 
lightning :llld disease each year. nut he said he 
h<1d never seen anything like this. The ~ 
pound steer's hide was pulled up over its body 
"like you'd roll a cigarette paper"; its tongue was 
cut out mHl its horns and spine were broken, as if 
it had fallen from a considerable height. 

Yet there was no trace of blood, no footprint. 
Coyote tr<1cks stopped about 30 feet from the 
body. 

Scott had heard about the mutilations of the 
1970s and w<1s f<1mili<1r with the official explana
tion of predators. 

"I don't pay them a whole lot of mind," he said. 
"I know what I seen." 
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