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Flying objects 
over Tucson 
still unidentified 
Radar tracked them, people 
saw them, no one claims them 
By TOM SHIELDS 
c ,t,zen StaH Wmer 

The droning was such an un­
usual sound in the quiet beauty of 
Avra Valley that it awoke Martha 
Ann Grill from a sound sleep. 

"What the hell is going on?" 
Grill said as she stumbled to the 
door of her mobile home in the 
rural area northwest of Tucson. 

She stood on the patio in her 
u ightgown. Looking eastward 
through the misty overcast, she 
could see the reassuring glow of 
the lights of Tucson over the 
peaks of the mountains. 

Her neighborhood was quiet, 
except for a car speeding some­
where anJ a dog barking off in the 
distance among the saguaros. 

Airplanes or something in the 
sky were making the droning 
noise. 

But once she began seeing the 
lights zipping by in all directions 
at varying speeds and not crash­
ing into one another, she began to 
wonder if they were airplanes. 

Unidentified flying objects. 
"You never saw such a sight in 

your lifP," she said. "It was in­
credible.'' 

They looked like blue, green 
and white lights on planes, she 
thought. Some were in groups 
and some were solo. They came 
from and went to the north, the 
Tucson Mountains to the east, 
Kitt Peak National Observatory 
perched on a mountaintop about 
15 miles across the valley to the 
southwest, and Ryan Field to the 
south. 

Others skimmed the Tucson 
Mountains on their way eastward 
to the city. 

Somebody must be guiding 
them and telling them what to do, 
she thought. 

Late last month, Grill became 
the latest person to admit publicly 
that she saw the UFOs the night of 
Oct. 7, 1985. 

object in the sky west of the Tuc­
son Mountains with many 
smaller objects flying around it. 

Officials at Oavis-Monthan Air 
Force Rase and at other military 
installations in Arizona have said 
r epeatedly that no military exer­
c ises. secret or otherwise, were 
under way during the ae rial dis­
play. They said they knew nothing 
about the incident. 

"Nope, we don't deal with 
UFOs," Lt. Julie Fortenberry, a 
public information offi ce r at 
Dav is-Monthan, said a few days 
after the sighting. "We' re not 
pursuing it." 

Nevertheless, for more than an 
hour that night, things with lights 
were seen and tracked on radar 
screens as they flew over the city 
only a few miles from the run­
ways of 0 -M, a huge training 
base. 

Likewise, the North American 
Air Defense Command 
NORAD - in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., had no explanation. 

In fact, no one has Pver been 
able to explain what the objects 
were or where they came from. At 
least, no one has been willing to 
say so publicly. 

Aerial Phenomena Research 
Organization Inc., an interna­
tional UFO study group based in 
Tucson and better known simply 
as APRO, has been investigating 
the incident. 

Robert G. Marsland, a formPr 
U.S. Air Force officer and deputy 
director of APRO, interviewed 
Grill and most of the others who 
saw the UFOs. Still , even he has 
no idea what they were. 

Marsland said, however, that 
he was "very sure" the UFOs 
werE' not military planes. 

"There were too many air· 
planes in one place at the same 
time,'' he said. "It was too close to 
the mountains. The military 
doesn't take those risks." GARY GAYNOR/Tucson Cit1zen 

They also were observed that 
night by the most professional of 
the watchers of the night sky. 

One major difference between 
the UFOs that Grill saw over A vra 
Valley and those seen by others 
over Tucson was that the UFOs 
over the city made no noise, Mars­
land said. 

Martha Ann Grill describes UFOs she saw over Avra Valley. 

Federal Aviation Administra­
tion radar operators at Tucson In­
ternational Airport reported 
tracking about 15 groups of air­
craft, at least 60 in all, as they flew 
from the Avra Valley area in the 
southwest, across the city, and 
out through Redington Pass 
northeast of Tucson. 

Officer Timothy Clark, the pilot 
of Air 1, the Tucson Police heli­
copter that patrols the night sky of 
the city, saw the lights of the ob­
jerts cross over the city and leave 
over Redington. They were going 
too fast for Air 1. 

A man working on a plane on 
the ground at TIA heard the radar 
operator and Clark discussing the 
UFOs on the radio and turned on 
the plane's radar. For 10 min­
utes, that screen revealed a large 

Grill is an artist- a trained ob­
server. For years, she was a cook 
on big merchant ships. She also 
sailed the South Pacific in a 42-
foot ketch. She has witnessed 
some of the phenomena of the 
sea, including Saint Elmo's fire, 
an electrical flame sometimes 
seen on a ship's mast during a 
storm. 

The Indiana native said she has 
a strong psychic bent. 

But that night in October, Grill 
was mystified as she settled down 
into a lawn chair and began 
counting the UFOs. She lost count 
at 36. 

"What the hell is going on?" 
she asked herself again. 

Then one big UFO slowly flew 
about 500 feet over her head, she 
said. It was cigar-shaped, had a 
light on each sidE>, and had a fuse­
lage like an Army transport plane, 
she said. 

"There was something about 
that thing flying over that I can't 
get out of my mind," she said. 
"It's almost like it was a dream 

"It was just a strange-looking 
thing because of the khaki, diny 
color ... It still reminds me of a 
great big moth. 

"It was strange that it flew over 
me," she said shaking her head. 
"I didn't like that thing." 

Grill also said she kept ques­
tioning herself to make sure she 

wasn't seeing things. 
"Something was in the air, but 

no one on this earth ..,;11 ever 
make me say those were flying 
saucers because I don't have 
enough infonnation about what I 
saw. 

"I just know that what I saw 
was not what you usually see ... 
And I didn't dream it, even 
though I feel like something 
wants me to feel that I did. 

"Whether it was a flying saucer 
or 15 of.Lhe chorus girls from 
Radio C~out there-tap dancin~ 
on the clouds, I don'tknow," she 
said, laughing. 

Then Grill stopped laughing. 
"I'll probably never know what 

it was,'' she said. 

~ II..I..IK>ISAN, 

Carlx:lndale, IL 
Dec. 9, 1985 

UFO! 
Students 
have close 
encounter 

An "Unidentified Flying Object" 
described as football shaped and 
without wings was reported to South­
ern Illinois Universitv-Carbondale 
Security Police Saturday night. 

Three SIU-C students reported 
sighting an odd object over Lot 4 
near Thompson Point about 4 :30 
p.m. Saturday . 

They reported it as shaped much 
like a football , and white in color. 
They said it went south at a high 
rate of speed, and then reversed di­
rections and went north at a high 
rate of speed. 

The students told police the object 
appeared not to have wings , and 
said the sides appeared to be very 
smooth. 

Police said thev had no reason to 
consider the report as any type of 
prank, and said the report was ac­
cepted as a serious matter . 

Names of the students were not re­
leased. 
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Norma White 
reads over some 
maps and other 
information she 

has 
accumulated on 
a UFO sighting. 

If she cannot 
come up with 

an explanation 
for a sighting, 
she turns the 

information 
over to 

MUFON. 
Staff photo 

by Rusty Sarrett 
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Lookout 

Correction 

A story in Thursday's ltrglstrr/Herald said the 
Mutual Unidentified Flying Object Network (MU­
FON) is located in Houston, Texas. It is located in 
Seguin, Texas . bn 

Childhood skywatching leads to woman being UFO investigator 
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By lee Smith 

By lee Smith 
Assistant lifeStyles Editor 

LOOKOUT - Norma White 
serves her customers at The Lam­
plighter restaurant home-cooked 
meals. 

But she's serving the area in an­
other way, too, as a state section 
director of the Mutual Unidentified 
Flying Objects Network <MU­
FON>, a non-profit organization 
which investigates the origins of 
unidentified flying objects <UFO) . 

As a MUFON officer and field 
investigator trainee for Fayette, 
Nicholas and Greenbrier counties, 
White can take a report for anyone 
in the area, investigate it herself, 
and if she doesn't fmd an answer, 
file a report with MUFON head­
quarters . 

White became interested in sky­
watching when she was a little girl. 

"The first time I saw something 

in the sky that I didn't recognize 
was in 1942. It was a warm daX and 
the sk.Y. was a reddish color, ' she 
said. ' I saw a group of black things 
flying across the sky. They were 
shaped like turtles . I ran inside to 
get mv mother to come and look at 
them.1

' 
White has solved at least 100 re­

ports of UFOs since 1979. Most have 
been as common as search lights, 
meteors and, recently, a blowup of 
a transformer durmg a power 
shortage. 

MUFON prepares its officers 
thoroughly to solve the mysteries 
without unnecessary paperwork. 
The field investigator's manual 
contains explanations for heavenly 
phenomena using charts which tell 
where the planets and stars will ap­
pear in the sky at different times of 
the year. It describes what other 
occurrences in the solar system, 

such as meteors and comets, would 
look like. It explains how certain 
surroundings cause strange lights 
to appear. 

"For instance if someone called 
me and said they saw ~reen and red 
lights in a swamp,' White ex­
plained, "I would immediately be 
able to tell them it's swamp ~as. 
Swamp gas is colored like that. ' 

Before filing a report with MU­
FON, an officer such as White 
would listen to a description of what 
was seen. The officer would try to 
piece together what happened, 
when and what it looked like to see 
if a reasonable explanation can be 
found. The officer might plot it on a 
map of the area to see where it is in 
relation to what was going on in the 
area at that time. If others wit­
nessed the same site, their posi­
tions would be added to the map to 
see if the sightings correspond. 

If no explanation can be found 
after further digging, White will fill 
out official MUFON forms to go 
along with photogr~phs, if there are 
any, maps and, m some cases, 
taped conversations with those who 
saw the UFO. 

If White is still convinced the re­
port is legitimate, all the evidence 
1s collected and sent to MUFON 
headquarters in Houston. Texas. 

MUFON investisates and usually 
within weeks, White said, she will 
hear from the group. Sometimes 
even those cases go unsolved. 

UFO doesn't necessarily mean a 
vehicle from outer space. "A UFO 
is anything anyone sees in the sky 
he does not recognize," she ex­
plained. "There has been so much 
ridicule in the media about UFOs 
that people are afraid to question 
what they see in the sky." 

Many UFO 
sightings 

unexplained 

Assistant LifeStyles Editor 

Norma White, an officer and field investigator trainee 
for the Mutual Unidentified Flying Objects Network (MU­
FON>. has seen 25 unidentified flying objects <UFOs) her­
self. 

That's one reason for her interest in MUFON. 
MUFON, founded May 31, 1969. is run by international 

director Walter H. Andrus Jr . 
Most of the UFOs White has seen have not been ex­

plained, she said. The most recent UFO is recorded on 
video tape. Although White did not see it herself, she has a 
copy of the tape which she will with her report to MUFON. 

deo camera. They were just playing with it and getting 
used to it when they saw a light outside," White explained. 
"They went outside and filmed it." 

The object is an oddly-shaped light, not quite round or 
square, and moves across tbe screen as it rotates. It 
pauses, then darts off the screen to the left. A few seconds 
later it zooms across the top of the screen and disappears. 
The entire footage lasts about 10 or 15 seconds. 

According to White, there even has been one report in 
the area of seeing an "entityi" as MUFON calls them. 

"On Oct. 12, a youns coup e reported having a light the 
size of a softball followmg them in their car," sbe said. "It 
hit the back of the car and jarred it. They said suddenly a 
car was in front of them. It pulled off on the side of the road 
and when the couple passed the car, no one was in it. 

"Almost immediately after passing it, the car was fol­
lowing them. When they turned around to see who was in 
it, they saw a stran~e glow inside the car and they saw two 
very tall people sitting in the car. These people had mark­
ings, like indentations, on their foreheadS. 

"The couple knew to come to me, and when they pulled 
into the parking lot, there was no car in sight behind them, 
except for a truck which had been behind the car all the 
time." White said the young man was visibly scared and 
the woman was nearly sick from fear . 

"The car <which the couple said followed them) was a 
Plymouth Horizon," White said. "The license plates were 
gray with blue letters. I have yet to determine where tha&e 
plates are from." " A couple in Fayette County recently purchased a vi-
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CHARLOTTE, N.C. CAP) 
- Sylvia Bagby was run­
ning across her neighbor's 
yard to get a better look at 
a strange, white, star-like 
object she had seen circling 
around the sky near 
Salisbury when she felt an 
"instinct" to turn around 
and lookup. 

"When I looked up, I had 
never seen anything like 
it," said the 49-year-old 
hairdresser . "It was 
shining through the trees 
over my neighbor's trailer, 
bigger than any moon or 
any sun, and it was like it 
was revolving. It was so 
red it looked like hot coals . 
My first impression was, 
'This is it. This thing is 
going to disintegrate 
everything." ' 

But the round. red object, 
which Mrs. Bagby said was 
as big as a house and had a 
yellow halo, disappeared 

the early morning noticed strange 
tracks in the fresh snow. A PASU 
team was at the site in a short time 
and attempted to follow the long 
trail over Chestnut Ridge, before 
being turned back by heavy snow 
conditions. The footprints were 17 
inches long and nine inches wide 
across the big toe area. The prints 
compressed the 12 inches of snow 
·and ice and strides varied from 48 
inches to up to 65 inches between 
the tracks. A podiatrist who was at 
the scene estimated Ulat wftatever 
made the tracks would stand about 
eight foot tall and weigh between 
450 to 600 pounds. 

In February and for several of the 
following months, numerous sight­
ings of Black Panthers were report­
ed from various locations in 
Western Pennsylvania. Many of 
these sightings took place in the 
Greater Pittsburgh area. The ani­
mal described as a mountain lion, 
six to eight feet long including the 
tail, with black shining hair was ob­
served many times even in daylight. 
On several occasions the witness 
was within 100 feet of the animal. 
The animal never showed any sign 
of agression to nearby humans and 
slowly walked back into the wooded 
areas. 

June 21- On this night many peo­
ple observed the burn up of the Rus­
sian Satellite Cosmos 1530, but 
other unexplainable UFO sightings 
also occurred on this night. Even 
though a number of sightings were 
reported, the best sighting occurred 
about 12:30 a.m. near Indianhead in 
Fayette County. A fellow returning 
home from work was coming around 
a bend when he noticed a cluster of 
lights that at first he thought were 
stars. As he approached closer he 
realized that the lights were at­
tached to a large elongated object 
that was very low off the ground and 
moving very slowly. At first he 
thought that the object was the Good 
Year blimp. As he continued to ob­
serve the object, he realized this 
was not the case. The object emitted 
bright blue flashes of light at the top 
which at times appeared to turn in a 
counter-clockwise manner. The bot­
tom of the object was hollow and 
could easily be seen by bnght blue 
flashes emitted from that section of 
the object which lit up the ground 
below. The object made no sound 
and was observed for approxi­
mately 20 minutes. The witness 
could not believe what he was see­
ing, and hurried down the road to 
get other people to come back with 
him to verify the sighting. About 10 
minutes later they returned to the 
location, but the object was gone. A 
car load of people reported seeig a 
similar object in the same general 
area that same night. 

July 17, Greensburg, Westmore­
land Co. - Six maintenance people 
were taking a lunch break on the 
cemetery ground where they are 
employed. It was a beautiful warm 
and clear afternoon. Suddenly seve­
ral of the men caught something 
falling down from the sky, and then 

they all beard a loud thump and saw 
pieces of material shatter around 
the grounds. They ran over and dis­
covered a large chunk of clear ice 
about 30 inches in diameter and 
about 24 inches in thickness and 
many other size pieces that were 
scattered around, some the size of 
loaves of bread. Photographs of the 
ice were taken by one of the men, 
and PASU sent a sample of the ice 
for laboratory study. The analysis 
indicated that traces of zinc, iron 
and alumninum were much higher 
than normally found in normal rain 
water. No aircraft were seen or 
heard at the time of the occurrence. 

Bigfoot sightings were reported 
from several locations in the state 
including near Ligonier and Derry, 
Westmoreland County. 

i Shelby woman has 
~ 'close encounter' 

SHELBY - Frances Shaw was 
driving south on N.C. 226 near her 
home in Shelby Sunday night when 
she had a close encounter with a 
"perfectly round orange thing" hov­
ering in the sky. 

As Shaw kept driving, she said 
0 the object grew larger and the or­
...-4 ange light it was emitting intensi­

fied and began blinking. 
"It scared me to death," said 

Shaw, an employee of Fasco Con­
trols in Cleveland County. "My only 
thought was that it was going to 
land in my front yard." 

The unidentified object didn't 

8.. land. Shaw said it disappeared just 
as she was pulling up to her house . 

1 When the object disappeared, she 
said it left a trail of smoke. 

!:.!) 

Shaw said she was afraid that she 
was the only one who saw the 
"blinding light" in the southern sky 

.. at about 7:15 p.m. But the Cleve-

; 

land County Sheriffs Department 
~aid three people called, all within 
15 minutes of each other, to report a 
bril!ht light traveling west to east. 

"We've got no idea what it was," 

I 
said a sheriffs department spokes­
man who asked not to be identified. 
The three callers all gave the same 
description of the object, he said. 

The sheriffs department contact-
ed the Federal Aviation Adminis­
tration in Charlotte, which reported 
no unu:;ual flight experiments over 
the area or planes in distress. 

Shaw said she didn't think the 
object she saw was a plane. At first, 
~he said she thought it might have 
been a blinking light on top of a 
tower. But as it grew in size and 
i~ten~ity. she could tell that it 
"asn t. 

when neighbor Irene Jones 
ran out to respond to her 
screams. Then they wat­
ched as the object reap­
peared in its bright star 
shape and circled to the 
east about 10miles away. 

called the sheriff's depart­
ment- they just laughed. 
So I really haven't said that 
much about it ... It makes 
you feel so alone. " 

She wasn't alone, said 
George Fawcett of Lin­
colnton, assistant state 
director for the Mutual 
UFO Network. He said 

have brought about three 
or four UFO sightings 
apiece in this state. He said 
1986 should bring even 
more sightings as people go 
outside at night to view 
Halley's Comet. 

Sept.2. 

- A man and his wife 
watched a round, white ob­
ject the size of an airplane 
cross the road in front of 
their car near Lowesville 
on Oct. 8. They said it had 
three tripod landing gears 
on the bottom and made an 
intense humming sound in 
the area for about five 

Mrs. Bagby said she felt 
a tingling sensation during 
the experience that night of 
Nov. 10, as if she had been 
out in the sun too long. 

"I looked in the mirror, 
but I didn't see any red 
places," she said. "I 
couldn't sleep for about a 
week. Every time I close 
my eyes, I still see it. 
Every time I walk out the 
door, I look up. 

"Most people, when you 
try to talk about it, they 
think you don't know what 
you're talking about," said 
Mrs. Bagby, who never 
really thought much about 
unidentified flying objects 
before the experience. "I 

Mrs . Bagby's was one of 
five UFO sightings in North 
Carolina this year that 
remained after he in­
vestigated several reports 
and found other causes for 
some. 

"I think as far as North 
Carolina is concerned, it 
was a pickup to a certain 
degree of sightings," said 
Fawcett, 56. "And the 
sightings we got were bet­
ter than we've had the last 
couple of years - they had 
more going for them in ter­
ms of repetitions." 

The previous two years 

Fawcett said that in the 
other UFO sightings in 
North Carolina this year, 

- Four people living 
near Lincolnton said they 
saw a Saturn-shaped object 
that maneuvered near 
their homes for about 30 
minutes on May 1, 
frightening animals and 
causing power failures and 
telephone interference . 
They said it vibrated their 
houses, cast a beam of light 
on one of them and gave off 
a " heat wave." 

- A woman in Pilot 
Mountain said she saw a 
circular red, blue, green 
and white object with lights · 
moving towards Elkin on 

minutes. 

- A woman was retur­
ning home to Matthews 
from work in Charlotte on 
Dec. 5 when she saw two 
bright, oval-shaped ob­
jects, about 900 square feet 
in area , shaped like 
diamonds on the rear . She 
almost hit a truck whose 
driver also saw two huge 
UFOs with "rows of white- 3 
lighted areas surrounded 
by borders" flying above 
the treetops and across the 
road . 
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UFO SIGHTED In 1966 
By Goffney Policemen 

A.G. Huskey, Charlet Hutchins 

DIAGRAM OF A UFO 
Spon.d In S.C. 

In 1979 

":"!,,. 

TESTIMONIES TO UFO. SPOTTED IN THE CAROUNAS 
u-The Wah Of George F-cett's ' UFO Room' In Lincolnton 

By GINGER LUNDY 
Steff Writ... 

T he small red and black sign in the comer of the painted glass window most 
litely would be unnoticed by many customers and passerbys. 

Inside, the sandwich shop is typical of that on the main street of most 
small towns, vinyl booths fining the walls and an aroma of sizzling beef 

millgling with that of fried onion rings. The man behind the counter moves the 
telepbone receiver away from his mouth and calls behind him to Betty in the 
titdlen: "I need two more cheeseburgers to go, and that'll wra{) it up today." 

At a glance,_the setting suits the man with salt and pepper hair in the brown knit 
sweater, but his crystal blue eyes look deep ... There is more to this ~year-old man 
than running the Super Sub Sandwich Shoppe on East Main Street in Lincolnton, 
N.C. 

Investigation of the dining area reveals a smaller room wallpapered with framed 
sketches and newspaper articles that explain the faraway look in George D. 
Fawcett's eyes, and the sign in the window that invites "Visit Our l}FO Room." 

Fawcett, a !13tive of Mt. Airy, N.C., regularly sheds his apron, along with many 
other professional roles he has assumed over the past four decades, to investigate 

sightings and eiperiences with unidentified flying objects. 
prill985, fi'awcett had investigated 1,278 UFO experiences. 
~in 1~ an<! '45 when Curious ~rge (the inquisitive storybook monkey 

Fawcett identifies With) woke up and I got mvolved investigating UFOs. That was 

. 41 years ago, I was years says. 
He had been a history buff since about age 9 and had kept scrafbooks of World 
W~ II. " In ~ middle of World War II, 31?oot ~mber 1944, began reading 
articles about pilots whose crafts almost collided With these large silver balls most 
of them over Paris." ' 

Newspaper articles of the time reported that Allied Forces feared the balls were 
new German military missiles, yet similar sightings since have been identified as 
UFOs. It was during that speculatioo that Fawcett began his studies ofUFOs. 

"I started reading ev~ I could Bet my hands on ( 560 books to date, and only 
ooe volume of sc1ence fiction ) and talking to everybody wbo knew anything about 
UFOs." 
Fa~cett had a ~ encounter. wi~ a UFO seven years after he began 

studymg UM:m yet msists, "I don't believe m UFOs, but I'm a nonskeptic. It's not 
what we believe, but what we've learned and studied. I recognize the existence of 
UFOs from what I've learned. I do accept UFOs are true. I was a skeptic for the 
first five years ; I've been a nonskeptic for the other 30 years." 

Fawcett, ooe of more than 15 million Americans who, according to a 1978 Gallup 
poll, claim to have seen UFOs, unexpectedly confronted his UFO in 1951 while 
attending Lynchburg College in Virginia. "I was walking across the campus from 
where I'd gone to see my roommate who was sick in the infirmary. It was about 
10: 15 in the m~ming, ~ as I was walking, ~saw it above a building. It looked like 
111 or311ge cut m half or like half of a globe With sharp edges. It was orange in color 
against the bright blue sky and as large as a tractor tire. 

(continued on page 5) 
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(<XlDtinued fran page 4 - HmAID-JaJRNAL, Spartanburg, SC - Feb. 9, 1986) 
"I watched it for about tour and a half minutes ... It went up and down lite a yo-yo cndpot. Finally, during that time In tm, IDd so for:tJI. What also is very importlllt 

ftve times and then turned to a 4$-degree angle and flew away .I didn't know what to I bad fo 'eta motel room In Winston-Salem an the things you look for In the penon'a 
Intelligence documents show tblt both 
mllitary aervice agencies concluded four 
decades lifO that UFOs were real and de­
served senous attention, contrary to public 
announcements that the opposite was true. 
Also, numerous governmental agencies, 
Including the Department of Defense, the 
North American Defense Command and 
the Defense Intelliience Agency, are still 
investigating and sfudying UFOs." 

do at first. and Uve mit just to get away." acrount ~~ •!f!ting." . . . 
"I ~t, 'Maybe it could have been the sun,' knowing inside that it wasn't and Fawcett claims that only 1 percent of These "thinis ~the re~titions which 

then looking behind me to see the sun there. I've tried to fmd a reasonable reported UFOs are hoaxes. "Most of the have occurred persistently m ~ sight-
explanation to explain it and countless others away, but you can't. For many, there time you can tell when you talk to the !DP

1
ude· Someel of the corru:n~ denorrunators 

is 110 explanation.'' persQD who reports them. And when you get mc ectro:magnetic mterference .on 
()( the UFO sightings Fawcett has investigated, 20-30 percent remain unex- ~page letters and people call you long compasses1 atrpla~~ and automobile 

plained. "The other 70 to 110 percent were traced with close investigation by distaDce and talk three hours or longer ~. ~. televtstons and power sta-
military, civilian and scientific personnel and found to be meteors, planets and why would they go to so much trouble a;:;d ~; depressions, craters,~ mark-
stars, planes and satellites." expense for a bou? mgs and~~ due to landings; and 

Among the reports Fawcett has tried to explain over the past 40 years are "Another point is that most of the people se~ere ~reactions. . 
For 111&, Fawcett ~redicts an increase in 

UFO encounters during the first quarter of 
the year due to the number of people who 
will be~ to view Halley's Comet. 

sightings of UFOs in South Carolina cities, such as the "large round glowing UFOs who report UFOs are hlghly educated, ~ You ve also got to loo_k at the uruque 
"sighted near Landrum in November 1952; the "large yellow-white, disc-shaped" apoosible ~ intellectu81 people, not your s.hapes of {!FOs, . espectally nocturnal 
UFO which released a smaller similar object while maneuvering over Gaffney in average oty drunks." h.ghts, dayhght diSCS, d.omed saucers, 
August 1962; and the "domed saucer with a revolving band of square windows" that ctgar- or rocket-shaped objects, ~ts, 

Asked if be d lite to encounter another 
UFO, Fawcett hesitates. "I think I would, if 
the contact would be benefiCial. But then I 
really don't know whether Curious George 
would stand and shake hands with them or 
be 10 miles down the road in front of them." 

glowed red and then turned a bright reddish-orange color over Greenwood in early balfF globescett and saUFOturn-~~idenobts~Sou· th 
tfTl F awcett, wbo has been an investi- aw says me m 

"South Carolina ranks high for the number of excellent UFO encounters reported gator for the Mutual UFO Network Carolina match worldwide characteristics 
there over the past four decades," Fawcett says. "The Palmetto state has a rich Inc., a worldwide UFO investi,a- ~use they have been concentrated near 
history of UFO reports with sightings from over two dozen towns and cities, and the tlve organization based in Seguin, ~tary areas, nucl~ power p~ts. pow-
encounters follow the global patterns well established over the years. UFOs have Texas, and North Carolina's state director er .lines and substations, ~ong wtth reser-

Fawcett requests that witnesses of UFOs 
mail their reports to him at 602 Battleg­
round Road, Lincolnton, N.C. 28092, or call 
him at 'liK-733-5725 (110 collect calls) . The 
reports may be kept confidential if so ~ 
quested. Questionnaires will be mailed and 
investigations may be made. 

been persistent and coosistant for the past 40 years ; you can't detect the French of the not-for-profit rtion for 15 V01!'5 and dams, from ~hi~ the UF0s are 

(sighting) from the Russian or the American." l:e~~fect ~~ inv~~lli}O ~~= J!:~=~talizing energy to 

0 ne of the most intriguing sightings in the state occurred in the Gaffney 
area in November 19&6, F'awcett says : 

sighting: Fawcett believes UFOs exist, a fact be 
"We wort through the police stations, says the government has just recently pro-

airports and planetariums m trying to fmd fessed. "Several previously top-secret 
explanations for the sightings. 'lie 8lso look documents were released in 1985 from both The UFO room at the Suptr Sub Sond­

lllicll Shop il open Monda111 through Fri­
dor/afram 11 a.m. to3p.m. 

"Two policemen, A.G. Huskey and Charles Hutchins, watched a 
Saturn-5haped UFO settle to within several feet of the ground and project 

a ladder-lite device to the ground. Shortly thereafter they encountered a 4-foot-tall 
figure dressed in a shiny golckolored, metallic-lite suit. The (UFO) occupant 
approached the two patrolmen to within 20 feet, carried on a brief conversation 
with them in very precise English, promised a return visit and left the area aboard 
the UFO. Footprints were found at the landing site." 

closely at the people wbo report sightinp. Air Force and Navy sources, as a result of 
We obtain character references by contact- Freedom of Information Act lawsuits in 
ing their neighbors, families, employers Federal Courts in Washington, D.C. 'lbe8e 

A flurry of 11FO sigbtings were reported in South Carolina and the southeastern 
region of the United States in 1973. A sighting near Spartanburg occurred on Jan. 19 
in Jooesville when a supermarket employee found S.C. Highway 18, which l~ds to 
his home, blocked by a domed saucer, 20 feet in diameter, with tripod landing 
gears. He said the UFO had multi~lored lighted windows and was surrounded by 
1~ 12 men dressed in white coveralls wbo appeared to be on guard duty. Frightened, 
be took an alternate road home and locked &imself in the house. 

Less than two weeks later, oo Jan. 31, multiple eyewitnesses including police, 
housewives, a textile worker, students and businessmen saw a multi~lored 
domed saucer with windows maneuvering around Whitaker Mountain near 
Blacksburg in Olerokee County. "That is one of the incidents that remains 
unexplained after investigation," Fawcett says. 

Since 1911, sigbtings have occurred in Anderson, Easley, Rock Hill, Gaffney, 
Lesslie and Lockhart. "But this report of South Carolina is far from being a 
complete one. One thing you've got to remember is that only 10 percent of all UFOs 
are reported.,, 

Fawcett says 19'13 aiso brotW!t a wave of UFO sigbtings in North Carolina. "It 
really got had for a while. We 6ad a ~ting in Mt. Airy, and everybody naturally 
thought, 'These are some of George's kind,' and wanted me to explain and tell about 
them. 

"People were constantly at my door, waiting for me wherever I went, and when I 
didn't have a scientific or other explanation for them right away, I was the 

CAPITAL TIMES, Madison, WI - Jan. 7, 1986 

Was strange light Sunday 
a plane, comet or UFO? 

Several people in Iowa County -
tndudiJII tbe sberift - bave reported 
seeiDg a straDge Ugbt in the sky Sun­
day nigbl But it may have been only 
an airplane landlDg ligbl 

Jean and Bob EDarson of rural 
Barneveld, both experienced outdoor 
obllervers, said tbey saw the light 
wbile driving west on ZweUer Road 
iD tbe town of Vermont at about 1:45 
p.m. Tbe light, Jean EDarson said, 
didn't seem to be moving at alL 

Tbey stopped their car and rolled 
down a wtDdow. 

"AD of a Slldden, the thing started 
coming toward us - and I mean 
fast," sbe said. "It was like a big 
bright star. Tbere were no blinking 
lights, no red and green - like you 
migbt see on a plane - and there was 
no noise. It moved very fast, then 
swung off toward Highway 14. 

"It bas to be a UFO. whatever that 
means," sbe said. · 

"I just think tt was an airplane with 
tbe landlDg Ugbt on," said Sheriff 
Nick Bastin& wbo spotted it from his 
patrol car south of Mineral Poinl "I 

wouldn't swear to it, but that's wbat I 
tbiDk it was." 

Basting said be spotted the light not 
long after seeing some Dashing lights. 
He didn't bear any noise and reported 
that the light traveled in a straight 
line. 

Basting said be suspects it might 
have been someone up in a plane 
looking for a Madison woman who 
was reported lost while skiing in Blue 
Mound State Park. The woman, re­
ported missing at 7 p.m., was found at 
about 11 p.m. at a farmhouse near the 
park. 

Basting said he has not received 
any reports of anyone using a plane 
in the search. 

A spokesman for the Federal Avia­
tion Administration at the Dane 
County Regional Airport control 
tower said be could not say wbetber 
controllers knew of an airplane in­
volved in the search. 

CR: R. Heiden 

TIMES, Huntsville, AL - Feb. 16, 1986 CR: M. Hall 

Many Americans Believe 
UFOs, New Poll Says • 

1n 
Ry ROBERT FURLOW ch.ings and other space activities have caused 

chaeges in our weather." 
WASHINGTON (AP) _Forty percent or more of With 11 percent and 12 percent, respectively, 

Americans believe flying saucers are real , that . saying they weren't sure about the two statements, 
that left less than 50 percent disagreeing in both 

rockets change the weather and certain numbers cases. Miller said that suggests "a substantial level 
bring good luck, says a new poll whose author sug- of confusion between real or likely technologies and 
gcsts the results show a technologically confused fiction a I technologies." 
soTcihety . It d tb . d " te that wht"le On another statement, 40 percent agreed that ose survey resu s an o ers m 1ca 
some of the American public is somewhat informed "some numbers are especially lucky for some 

people." 
on technological issues, "a substantial portion is not However, on another, only 20 percent agreed with 
well informed in these areas," Jon D. Miller, director the statement that "it is not wise to plan ahead 
of the Public Opinion Laboratory at Northern lliinois because many things turn out to be a matter of good 
University, said Thursday . 

For example, he said his poll, sponsored by the or bad luck anyway." 
National Science Foundation, found 95 percent of "While it is somewhat comforting to find that a 

majority of the American people reject luck as the 
Americans agreeing with the statement that driving force of their lives and of society, it is im­
'smoking causes serious health problems" - a portant to remember that each percentage point in a 
contention the medical profession strongly supports . national survey represents 1. 7 million people," Miller 

However, 75 percent also agreed with a statement said in an accompanying text. 
that "there are good ways of treating sickness that "In real numbers, these results indicate that ap-
medical science does not recognize." h 1 · 

Of the second finding, Miller said in a telephone proximately 37 million Americans esc ew P annmg 
interview, "It is not clear whether this result is an for the future and that almost 75 million believe In 
endorsement of folk medicine ... or a vote of no con- lucky numbers," he said. "While these numbers may 
fidence in the medical profession . Whatever its be good news for the people who run lotteries, they 
origins it appears inconsistent with the idea of are not a positive reflection on the technological 
technological literacy.· · literacy of our society ." 

Such literacy- or perhaps illitl'racy in some cases In another section of tbe survey, people were asked 
_ was the focus of a weekend conference beginning to rate their own understanding of what MiKer ~a lied 
today in Baltimore. The poll also was released in "some of the basic terms needed to communicate 
Washington. about technological issues." 

An announcement of the conference said, Eighty-two percent said they had a clt>ar or general 
"Evidence abounds that we are graduating students understanding of radiation, 67 percent felt they had 
who are unprepared and unable to grasp even such understanding of how a telephone works, 57 
day-to-day issues - the technical content of issues percent of computer software and 49 percent of 
ranging from the safety of contraceptive devices or economic gross national product. The rest said they 
nutrition to robotics . gt>ne-splicing or the recent had little understanding of the terms . 
explosion of the space shuttle Ch;tllenger.' · The study was conducted by telephone with each 

Other findings in Miller's poll, conducted among respondent interviewed for about 30 minutes, Miller 
2,000 randomly selected adults late last year, in- said. He gave no expected margin of sampling error. 
dicated : The Baltimore conference, organized . by Penn-

• Forty-three percent agrt>ed with the statement sylvania State University with support from the 
that "it is likely that some of the unidentified flying National Science Foundation, was co-sponsored by 
objects that have been reported are really space the American Association for the Advancement of 
vehicles from other civilizations ." Science and the National Science Teachers 

• Forty-one percent agreed that "rocket laun- Association, among others, the announcement said. 

HmAID-JaJRNAL, Spartanburg, SC - Feb. 18, 1986 CR: G. Fawcett 

Crash Reports Spawn A Local Mystery 
By MIKE SMITH 
StaHWr lter 

Some folks in the Glendale area heard an explosion 
Sun~a night and felt it shake their homes. Some saw 
the li ts of a low-flying object. What they saw and 
he they believed ID be the crash of a plane or a 
helicopter. 

Policemen and volunteers searched all night and 
miD Monday morning and found no crash or expl<r 
sion site. The mystery may remain just that. Police 
called off an intensive search at about noon Monday. 

Dramatic reports of an airplane crash and explo­
sion started coming into Central Communications in 
Spartanburg a little before 8 p.m. Sunday. Residents 
ot the Glendale area said they saw lights in the sky , a 
flash of light, and heard a loud explosion that shook 
lhelrhomes. 

They said they thought an airplane or helicopter 

had crashed in!Dthe woods in the area. 
Tht! Spartanburg Sheriff's Department, the S.C. 

Highway Patrol, Spartanburg County Emergency 
Preparedness Department, State Law Enforcement 
Divtsion, Glendale Fire Department and Croft Res­
cue Service all turned out to help search the area. 

Volunteers from the area, propelled by curiosity 
and concern, and eager to fmd what they had heard 
and seen, joined the officials in searching the woods. 

They searched through the night with flashlights, 
but whatever was in the dark woods evaded them. 

A helicopter from the S.C. Aeronautics Commis­
sion arrived to search from the air and the search 
went on until noon Monday. 

"We couldn't find any evidence of anything. We 
know they saw something, but we don't know what 
they saw ," Lt. Harold Hines of the Sheriffs depart· 
ment said 

Searchers not only did not find any evidence of a 

plane, or a helicopter, they did not fmd any evidence 
of an explosion or a fire , Hines said. 

It had been suggested that a liquor still, hidden 
deep in the woods, might have ex~oded , but no 
evidence was found to warrant that explanation, 
according to Hines. 

He said police have confirmed the presence in the 
area Sunday evening of a hot air balloon and a plane. 
However, no aircraft have been reported missing ; 
witnesses saw the airplane leave the area , and there 
is no evidence of the crash of either a plane or a 
balloon. 

Several ~pie saw whatever it was do whatever it 
did, including a sheriff's deputy. Police do not believe 
the reports were the result of some kind of hoax. 

Sherri McGraw, a resident of Goldmine Road in 
Glendale, said she saw the thing flying low near the 
tree!Dps. It had a big white light and smaller red 
lights on the front of it but she couldn't see its. body. 

She saw it go behind the trees and then her father 
looked for it, she saidi adding that he "saw a real big 
light and heard itexp ode." 

"We saw it go down, but we didn't see it come back 
up," she said. 

Sherri said she doesn't believe what she saw was a 
hot air balloon. "It moved very quick," she said. 

However, her father, Charles McGraw, disagrees. 
He believes it was a hot air balloon. "Everything 
fits ," he said, explaining that the wind was blowing in 
the direction the thing was traveling. And the bur­
ners which provide hot air for a balloon both produce 
noise and light up the balloon at night. 

The flames and the illuminated" balloon could ex­
plain the bright light and the hills would magnify the 
sound of the burners to explosion Ievell be said. And 
"then everybody's got to exaggerate a oit." 5 

(CXXltinued on page 6) 
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"I never have seen one (a hot air balloon) 
with lights on it though," he admitted. 

Hines said that the balloon is the most 
probable explanation he has heard so far . 
Yet, that's just one possibility and, as far as 
he is concernE'd, the incident is still a 
mystery. 

Another Glendale resident who heard the 
phantom crash says "there's no way" it 
could bave been a hot air balloon. Phillip 
McGraw was at home when he heard the 
explosion which, he said, shook his house. 
"I thought there was a wreck out there in 
the road in front of the house," he said. 

McGraw said hot air balloons float over 
the area all the time and he has heard them 
often. This explosion "sounded a lot louder 
than a hot air balloon. There's no way it was 
oneofthose," he said. 

Some other residents of the area did not 
see or hear anything. Landis Whitt, who 
lives next to Sethesda Baptist Church, 
headquarters for the search, said he didn't 
see any lights, flashes, or hear an expl~>­
sion. Louise Green, keeps watch at the 
Duncan Fire Tower. She was not in the 
tower Sunday night but can see the area of 
the phantom crash from her home. She saw 
nothing, she said. 

Charles McGrlfw, who is thoroughly 
familiar with the area, led a search partY. 
into the woods from 8 p.m. Sunday until 
12 :45 a.m. Monday. "I've got briar scratch­
es all over my body," he said. 

McGraw said that as dark as it was 
Sunday night, searchers could have come 
within a hundred feet of a crash site and not 
have seen it. 

However, if there had been a crash it 
would have been spotted by the helicopter 
Monday morning, according to police. 

McGraw said he plans to go back out into 
the woods and look again, "just to make 
sure." 

Hines said the official investigation is 
closed unless something new turns up. 
"We've exhausted all our avenues " he 
said. ' 
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Mrs. Neilson displays sketches of UFO sightings, along with a painting she made of a UFO 
crew member she saw superimposed on TV while she was watching 11Pianet of the Apes." 

Strange sightings? 
UFO believers han together DMLY PRESS, Newport rEws, VA - Jan. 19, 1986 

By PATRICK PETERSON 
Staff Writer 

Barbara Neilsen has a strong suspicion 
she would feel at home on another 
planet. Nearly certain UFOs have tried 

to contact her, she is ready to jump aboard if 
they return. 

Sometimes people laugh , but Mrs. Neilsen 
doesn 't care. "I just let them laugh. I've seen 
things other people wish they could see." 

The 59-year-old housewife has four chil­
dren and two grandchildren . Her husband 
works for the Navy and runs a lawnmower re­
pair business. They live in a normal house in 
a normal neighborhood in a normal part of 
Virginia Beach. 

Mrs. Neilsen says she is a normal person. 
It hurts when people laugh and insist she is 
wrong about UFOs. Most people would 
buckle under that kind of pressure. They 
would change their minds and 
say they must have imagined the 
flying spaceships. 

The Neilsen children have 
"outgrown their interest" in 
watching for UFOs, and Mrs. 
Neilsen's husband never showed 
any interest. The last time she 
spotted UFOs, in 1978, Neilsen 
wouldn't even get out of bed to 
go outside to see them. 

But a small organization sup­
ports Mrs. Neilsen's convictions 
and doesn 't laugh when she talks 
about UFOs - the UFO Contact 
Center International. 

T he organization was found­
ed in 1981 to help the 
"untold thousands of men 

and women worldwide (who) 
have not only seen UFOs at 
close range but have had appar­
ent direct contact with the oc­
cupants and pilots of such 
objects." 

Say the founders, Dan and Ai­
leen Edwards of Seattle, Wash .: 
" Most often these people are 
emotionally distressed over 
their unusual situations and 
tum to police, clergy and doc­
tors who unsympathetically ridi­
cule them and suggest psychiat­
ric examination."Edwards says 
that, after being contacted by a 
UFO, people ask themselves, 
"Am I alone, and am I crazy?" 

Spouses, parents and loved ones 
who were not present generally 
do not understand the emotional 
turmoil caused by the contact. 

Too many people have seen 
UFOs under similar circum­
stances for the sightings to be 
blamed on mental imbalance, 
says Edwards, who claims to 
have been contacted himself. 
Edwards says 22 chapters have 
been formed in the United 
States but has no total mem­
bership figure . 

Last year, Mrs. Neilsen began 
a local chapter of the contact 
center. So far, about 10 people 
have joined. Several say they 
have come face to face with 
aliens. 

Mrs. Neilsen sympathizes 
with those who may be reluctant 
to talk about such experiences. 

Though she's never seen an 
extraterrestrial being, one ap­
peared in her subconscious 
mind. Later. her children saw 
the face she painted from that 
vision as a ghostly image on her 
television screen during a show­
ing of " Planet of the Apes." 

After they called her to the 
television, Mrs. Neilsen tele­
phoned a former neighbor, who 
also reported seeing the image. 

The image on the canvas has 
been seen by others who have 
confronted UFOs, she adds. 
"Since that time. people have 
been abducted (by extraterres­
trial beings ) . and this is what 
they describe them looking 
like." 

The creatures wear a tight 
collar, a double row of buttons 
and a sash across their coats. 
They have large, hairless heads 
with huge eyes and faces that ta­
per to small noses, mouths and 
jaws. 

Mrs. Neilsen does not think 
she was born of alien parents, 
but she often has felt out of 
place on Earth. "I have felt like 
an actress playing a role." 

T his displaced feeling is not 
the only thing that per­
suades her she has a con­

nection with the people who fly 
UFOs. After sighting a UFO in 
her back yard Dec. 2. 1975, Ms. 
Neilsen suddenly realized two 
hours had disappeared without 
her being aware of how the time 
had passed. 

She frequently has a ringing 
in her head. And minor wounds 
appear on her body - as though 
her skin had been punctured by 
some alien medical probe. 

Others who have seen UFOs 
report similar experiences, says 
Edwards. 

Ms. Neilsen says her closest 
encounter with UFOs was in No­
vember 1975. One evening dur­
ing that time. her children 
spotted a light in the sky that 
looked like a round spacecraft 
with a tail. She sighted several 
more UFOs in her neighborhood 
that month. 

Her husband was away on a 
military assignment. Though 
she was questioned by police 
about the sightings, no conclu­
sive evidence to prove them was 
found . 

"It was like a whole fleet was 
in here. It got so after awhile we 
didn't even go out to see 'em. I 
said, 'Ho-Hum. There's another 
one.' It was like we had stepped 
into another dimension." 

She says that on the evening 

of Nov. 6, 1975, a glowing, bell­
shaped object hovered near the 
edge of her yard. It was about 6 
feet long and had the word "lo­
cal" written on it in lights, like 
an adverstisement. Nothing ap­
peared to be inside. "It had to be 
remote control ," she says. 

Mrs. Neilsen and her children 
watched the object but did not 
approach it. She now realizes it 
could have been trying to con­
tact her. What the object tried 
to accomplish in her yard was 
not clear, but whoever sent it 
knows a great deal about the 
Earth and is very cautious when 
dealing with humans, she says. 

"They've been around for 
years. They're probably watch­
ing to see if we're going to blow 
ourselves to pieces. Why not? It 
may sound funny. But they've 
been seen by too many people 
noted for having good sense.'' 

Mrs. Neilsen says the next 
time she comes close to a UFO, 
she will attempt to approach it 
and communicate. "I'm going to 
go out and talk;" 

Mrs. Neilsen does not deny 
the possibility she might be 
someone UFOs have chosen to 
take into space. " I wish," she 
says. " I'd feel a whole lot safer 
up tht>re in a UFO than down 
here with all the rape, robbery, 
corruption and politics. 

"Yes. indeedy.'' 
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Local man recalls Aurora investigation 
By LES COCKRELL 
Managing Editor 

A farmer in a small Texas town 
on an April morning in 1897 is ten­
ding his livestock when he glances 
up and sees s cigar-shaped aircraft 
with a bright light in its nose flying 
overhead. 

As the farmer watches in 
astonishment, the craft sails over 
the public square of the town, col­
lides with a windmill and explodes. 
scattering debris across a wide 
area. 

When citizens of the town reach 
the crash site, they find a small, 
mangled body amid the wreckage. 

The citizens decide that the pilot 
is " not of this world," but give him 
s Christian burial anyway, clean 
up the debris and go on about their 
regular routines. 

If you think this scenario would 
make a good movie, don't run to a 
typewriter to finish the screenplay 
- New World Pictures has beaten 
you to the punch. 

The company was scheduled to 
release the film "Aurora En­
counter" Friday, after an exten­
sive publicity blitz. 

The title might have a familiar 
ring to it because the film concerns 
an incident which reportedly hap­
pened 90 years ago in Aurora. 
Texas, a small community on 
Texas 114 between Rhome and 
Boyd in Wise County. That's right, 
in 1897 - six years before the 
Wright Brothers new at Kitty 
Hawk and some three years before 
Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin 
launched his powered air vehicles 
- citizens of Aurora reportedly 
saw some type of aircraft fly over 
their town, heard an explosion and 
found the remains of the craft and 
the badly-disfigured body of its 
pilot atop a hill on the north side of 
town. 

First reports carried by Dallas 
and Fort Worth newspapers said 
the pilot was "not an inhabitant of 
this world," and as the-story was 
told and retold, some people claim­
ed that the pilot had been a Mar­
tian, flying a craft made from a 
strange and unknown metal. 

In the years since, the story has 
been investigated by scientists, 
UFO experts and reporters, but the 
truth about what really happened 
on that long-ago April morning has 
never been determined . 

One of those investigators, 
Grapevine resident Tommy Blann, 
said last week that his research 
has convinced him that something 
did explode in Aurora, but that 
there is not enough scientific proof 
to support the theory it was an ex­
traterrestrial spacecraft. 

Moreover, he feels that publicity 
surrounding the movie has sensa­
tionalized the story and could 
mislead people into thinking that it 
is based on actual fact. 

"It is a mockery to the citizens or 
Aurora, Texas to say it is a true 
story," he said. "Such movies 
create apathy toward the subject 
of UFOs and prevent serious scien­
tific research of the subject 
matter.'' 

Blann has been investigating 
paranormal activities for 26 years. 
Born in Marlin, be served as a 
radio-intercept analyst in the U.S. 
Air Force after high school and at­
tended Texas State Technical In­
stitute, where he majored in 
cbemical and nuclear systems 
tedmol08)'. 

He was later employed as a pro­
ceu teclmiclan in the Research 
aDd Development Lab at the CCD 
Dlvtsion of Texas Instruments. 
fte UFO Encyclopedia lists him 
u founder and Research Director 
o1 tbe Tau Scientific Center for 
UFO Studies, and Research 
Associate ol the Center for UFO 
Studies. His resume also includes 
laveati&ative positions with 
l8ftl'al otber orpaizatioos. 

Be baa appeared on aumerous 
ndlo aad television talk shows and 

written natiooal articles about 
UFO investigations and research 
in other areu, lacluding animal 
mutilatioaa and poltergeiata. 

Blaaa said be first became in­
teneted in Aurora in 1972 and 
spent several weeks cooducting in­
depth scientific investigations 
there with metal detecton and 
radiological equipment. At that 
time, be was Deputy Director for 
the International UFO Bureau, 
headquartered in Oklahoma City, 
Okla. 

Blaan baa a collected a flle of 
aews and fe.ature articles about the 
case, some dating back to the early 
11801. The latest was published by 
Soutbest Airlines Magazine in 
November 1982. Titled "Close En­
counters of the 19th Century 
Kind," it was written by Hayden C. 
Hewer, a paranormal researcher, 
author and lecturer who was 
Director of the International UFO 
Bureau back in 1972. 

Other writers who were at­
tracted to the case included the 
late Frank X. Tolbert, who wrote 
columns about it for The Dallas 
MomhJg News and the late Bill 
Case, who was an aviation writer 
for 7be Dallas Times Herald. 

In fact, Blann said, he and Case 
teamed up after the investigation 
began. 

"We scanned the entire area " 
Blann said, "trying to fi~d 
anything and everything we 
possibly could. 

"After interviewing some of the 
people, it was apparent that they 
didn't want to discuss the subject. 
1bey didn't want publicity, that 
was evident.'' 

1be town's younger residents 
were especially hesitant to discuss 
tbe case, Blann said, although 
aome of the older citizens were 
belpful. They interviewed one man 
in bia 90s whose father had talked 
about seeing the object as it new 
over, hearing the explosion and go­
lag to the crash site. 

A woman in her ~ recalled her 
parents going to the crash site and 
seeing a "badly torn up body," and 
a OO.year-old man directed Case to 
the exact spot in the Aurora 
cemetery where the body was sup­
poledly buried. 

Blann said a stone marker on the 
lf8Ve contained remnants of a car­
ving of a saucer-shaped object, and 
that Case's metal detector in­
dicated there were traces of metal 
in the grave. 

Oddly enough, the marker was 
stolen from the grave a few days 
later, Blann said, and when Case 
took members of the Midwest 
Unidentified Flying Object Net­
wort to the cemetery for addi­
tional tests with the detector, DO 

traces of metal showed up. Three 
small boles bad been bored into the 
grouad around the grave, Blann 
said, leading the investigators to 
theorize that someone had used 
sopbiaticated equipment to remove 
aay pieces of metal. 

Ar. the investigation intensified, 
so did media coverage . 
Newspapers and television 
reporten picked up on the story 
and began interviewing Aurora 
residents. Some claimed that the 
entire incident was a hoax, dream­
ed up to bring publicity to the town, 
but a few stuck to their guns, re­
counting what their parents had 
told them. 

One resident said the story was 
obviously a hoax because initial 
ac:counts authored by S.E. Hayden, 
a cotton buyer and newspaper cor­
respoodent, stated that the aircraft 
bad crashed into a windmill on a 
farm owned by Judge J .S. Proctor, 
wbea, in fact, there had never been 
a wiadmill on the property. 

There bad been a wooden 
windlass on the property, however, 
used to haul a pump out of a well, 
and Blann said investigators found 
numerous fragments of metal in 
and around the well, leading them 

to believe that some sort of explo­
sion had taken place nearby. 

Blann said it appeared that some 
metal fragments had struck the 
windlass, carbonizing the wood. 
Some of tbe fragments, he said, in­
dicated that molten metal had 
enveloped nails from the windlass 
tower. A few fragments were found 
as far as 220 feet from the well. 

Investigators also consulted a 
bomb expert from the U.S. Army, 
Blann said, to plot a trajectory for 
a craft based on the orientation of 
fragments, and in the expert's opi­
nion, the craft would have came 
from the south-southwest and ex­
ploded before reaching the 
windlass. 

Blann said further evidence was 
found on a granite shelf 8 to 9 in­
ches under the topsoil. The in­
vestigators found black marks on 
the granite, as if it had been burn­
ed in spots, although they found DO 

indication of radiation. 
"Many of the fragments were 

from underneath the soil and too 
well bidden to suggest a hoax. If it 
was a hoax, someone went to in­
credible lengths to plant 
evidence," he said. 

Some residents who claimed the 
story was a hoax said it was con­
cocted in an attempt to save the 
town from extinction, Blann said. 

Founded in 1854, Aurora grew to 
be a major trade center with a 
population of around 3,000, making 
it the largest town in Wise County 
by 1880. However, after one 
railroad by-passed Aurora in 1889 
aad another abandoned its plans to 
build through the town in 1891, the 
town's luck began to change. 

Several tragedies struck in quick 
succession. Boll weevils wiped out 
crops, fl.re destroyed a large por· 
tion of the business sector and aa 
epidemic of "spotted fever" killed 
20 residents, maimed buadredl 
and convinced hundreds more to 
leave. One doctor believed the 
epidemic was actually caused by 
cerebrospinal meningitis con· 
tracted from the water supply, but 
in any event, Aurora was never the 
same again. 

Others supporters of the hoax 
theory believed the story was 
started by railroad telegraphers. 

Between March 25 and May 6 of 
1897, there were 36 reported 
sightings of cigar-shaped, 
brilliantly-lit airships in several 
states, including Kansas, Iowa, 
Nebraska, Missouri, Michigan, 
Oklahoma, Illinois, Indiana, South 
Dakota, Texas and Arkansas. The 
Aurora case was nwnber rr on the 
list. 

Many of those sightings were 
allegedly made by church 
members and other reliable 
sources, and in some cases, people 
reportedly talked to the crew 
members of the airships. 

Some people believed tbere were 
oever any aigbtiap, that fake 
reports were paaaed from 
telegrapber to telegrapber, each 
adding bia owa story, until the 
cbaia reached Aurora, where a 
newspaper man wanting to save 
the town turned it into a pubicity 
stunt. 

Blann, however, remains coo­
viDced tbat an explosion did occur, 
primarily because ol the metal 
fragments, several samples of 
which were analyzed by experts in 
different parts of the country. 
Some were detennined to be most­
ly iron, although one "puzzling" 
sample wu not magnetic <a nor­
mal trait ol iroo) and one wu 
determined to be almost 9t perceat 
aluminum, a metal that was DOt 
uakDown at the time, but probably 
foreign ia Aurora. 

He la also conviaeed because of 
tbe infOI"'D8tioa offered by some oi 
tbe towa's reaideatl. 

'"lbeee were elderly people, 
IDOit ol tbem dole to deatb, .. 
BJaaa aakL "Wbat reuGil would 
tbey have bad to Ue? 

'"'l'ben'a Ju-t fOIIMIW• .._,., 
...., aut feellal. tbat I caa't 
~~Cape." 

BJaaa also l"fSD8im certala, hu­
ed OD exiating evidence, that DO 

aJieD body wu buried in the 
Aurora cemetery. 

A "amall" body could bave been 
explalDed in other waya, be IBid, 
iacludinl the commoa practice of 
uatag amall-framed mea aDd evea 
midgeta in ~ aircraft. 
ExhumatiOD of the p-ave may 
have yielded such evidence, but 
the publicity •urrouadlal tbe 1972 
investigation got so aut of band 
that the Aurora Cemetery Allocia­
tion made it clear tbat ao exhuma· 
tion request would ever be 
granted. Memben ol the assocla· 
tioa even stood guard over the 
grave at ooe point, according to 
publiabed DewS reports. 

Blann believes that a DUUHIUlde 
aircraft could have exploded in 
Aurora, even though it was six 
years before the Wright Brothers' 
successful flight. There were many 
"backyard" inventon wbo may 
have developed aucll a craft, he 
said, and development of lighter­
than-air craft was proceeding in 
Europe, and aluminum was one of 
the metals used in experiments 
there. 

"The term UFO is not 
synonymous with extraterrestrial 
aircraft," Blann said, "Although 
most people associate UFOs with 
being from outer space. 

''There were all types of things 
going on in 1896 and 1897. Just like 
today. If the average citizen saw 
one of the exotic, experimental air­
craft being developed today, he 
would not be familiar with its 
aerodynamics and capabilities and 
might believe it was from outer 
space. People are conditioned by 
science fiction literature, movies 
and other types of quote , 
literature, to believe this. 

"Movies like 'ET' are fine if put 
in the perspective that they are 
fiction, that they have nothing to do 
with reality, but we are condition­
ed otherwise. There's such~ thing 
as literary license, but it can be 
taken too far." 

The government is also part of 
the problem, Blann said, because 
certain information is commonly 
withheld from the public for 
reasons of national security. 

"National security, everything is 
hidden behind national security," 
he said. "This is a problem, too. 
People have not been informed 
properly." 

"I've seen the hoaxes, but I've 
also seen people's lives disrupted 
because they saw a condition they 
couldn't explain and the response 
produced tremendous emotion 
leading to shock. You can't discuss 
such things with everyone, so you 
have to suppress your feelings, and 
aaytime you have to suppress your 
feelings, it can result in 
psychological problems.'' 

He is motivated in his research 
by a desire to help such people, 
Blann said. 

"If they want to come and cry on 
my shoulder, fine, I won't point my 
finger and say they 're crazy. I 
think some of these people need to 
be heard. 

"People also need to become 
more aware of what is going on 
around them, on all issues; the 
UFO issue is just one. A person 
who is aware is capable of doing 
something about a particular 
issue." 
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MOVIE REVIEW 

'Aurora' no close encounter of any kind 
By STEVE SMITH 
Staff writer 

'A URORA ENCOUNTER" looks like a film you or 1 
might make if somebody bought us a couple of 
movie cameras and gave us enough money to hire 

marginal actors, except I hope you or I might do a bit better. 
It is reminiscent of the cheap science fiction movies of the 
1950s where flying saucers looked like pie plates tossed 
through the air like Frisbees, except that in "Aurora En­
counter," the flying saucer looks like a gray meat locker and 
sounds like a Hoover upright vacuum cleaner. 

Still, there are several reasons you might want to see it: 
• The film marks the welcome return to show business of 

Dallas-Fort Worth area resident Spanky McFarland, child 
star of the "Our Gang" comedies. "By God, it is him," 
whispered one man in the theater when McFarland ap­
peared in his brief role as the governor of Texas. 

• The movie was filmed at Big D Texas, a simulated old­
west town near Wilmer. Waxahachie and Ennis also show 
up briefly. Sue Beth (Mindy Smith) befriends an alien pilot 

(Mickey Hays) in "Aurora Encounter." 

Tale of UFO crash 
stays alive in town 

"T.J. Weems, the U.S. Signal saucer to crash into. 
Servi~ Officer at this place and an But Tom Bland, a resident of 
authonty on the astronomy gave it Grapevine and an instigator of a 
as his o~inion that he [the pilot] comprehensive 1973 investigation 
was a native of Mars. of the Aurora incident, isn't so eas-

• Lots of local talent was used in it's hard to tell if the sympathy we tergent. The crystal twinkles a lot 
making "Aurora Encounter," nota- feel is for him or his character, and has strange powers. Eventual­
bly Drew Hunter, who has done both of which we know are ly the little girl and a couple of her 
work for the Wax Museum of the doomed to a premature death. friends are caught in a tunnel cave­
Southwest. Hunter provided some The plot of "Aurora Encounter" in, and she uses the crystal to sum­
accurate and detailed sets for the concerns the alien from outer mon the alien, who rescues them. 
movie's interior shots. space (Hays) who inexplicably Later, they use the crystal again to 

• The plot is based on a sup- shows up near Aurora. He and his bring the ~ien to downtown A urn­
posed crash of a UFO in Aurora, meat locker spaces~ip are seen at ra so the skeptics can be silenced. 
Texas - that's in Wise County, first only by a wtdow (country The alien arrives, only to be need­
just northwest of Fort Worth- re- sin~er Dot~ie West), a little girl lessly shot by a Texas Ranger. The 
ported in Dallas and Fort Worth (Mmdy ~m1th) and the town drunk wounded alien climbs back into his 
newspapers in Aprill897. (Jack Elam, who is actually de- spaceship but smashes it into a 

• And finally, inspired casting ;:cribed in ,the production notes .as wind~~; he is.subsequently given 
that borders on exploitation has the town ~. cantankerou~ but lik- a Christi~ bunal by the townspeo­
Mickey Hays as an alien from out- able rogue ). The to~n s sch?Ol- ple. Behev~ me when I tell you 
er space. Mickey is the 13-year-old ~~(Carol Bagdasanan) has JUSt th~t all this makes more sense 
from Hallsville afflicted with pro- mhented the local newspa~r, and wntten ?own here than it does in 
geria, the disease that ages its vic- she sees the sl:lppo~ed Sig~tmgs as the mo~e. . 
tims prematurely. Mickey made a .way to build Cli'Culatlon. S~e Poor .hghting and sound are ex­
national headlines four years ago pnnts the story, ~~ch to the dts- pected m such a minor production, 
when he met Fransie Geringer of may. of her boyfnend, the town bu.t so~ebody should have read 
South Africa also a progeria vic- shenff (Peter Brown). this scnpt before making it into a 
tim. Mickey is tiny, bald, frail; it's The ~en gives the little girl a movie. ':Aurora Encounter," 
tragic that with only a little putty mysteno~s glass cry~~ that looks t~ough ~mcere ~nd well-inten­
on his ears he genuinely looks as if sort of hke the drinking glasses tioned, will be QUickly and merci­
he's from ~other world. He is also that used to come in boxes of de- fully forgot~~· 
a surprisingly good actor, though 

TIMES~, IBllas, TX 

March 13, 1986 rn: T. Adams 

. Aurora Encounter 
~*(out of four) Rating: PQ 

The allen: Mickey Hays 

Char11e: Jack Elam 
1 TWAS APRIL 19, 1897, when S.E. Hayden, an "Papers found on this person- ily convinced. "The evidence is all 

A~ra cotton buyer and free-lance writer, fl.led evidently ~e ~rds of his travels circumstantial," Bland says, "but 
" this brea~ess aCC?unt fo~ Dallas newspapers: -:- are wn~ten m some unknown I'm convinced something hap­
About 6 o clock this monung, the early risers of hieroglyphics, and cannot be deci- pe.ned there." Bland, who was 

Auro~ were astonished at the sudden appearance of phered. The ship was too badly working with a group called the In- . 
the arrship which had been sailing throughout the wrecked to fonn conclusions as to. temational UFO Bureau, says that thmg was a hoax. So many people but it's just not true," Pegues said. 
country. the constructon or motive powers." although Judge Proctor had no ·attempted to locate the grave of "We hate it when the legend gets 

Sherttf: Peter Brown 

"It sailed directly over the public square and The tale of the Aurora crash has windmill, he did have an apparatus the spaceman that the Aurora publicity because people chip off 
when it reached the north part of the town, collid- managed to stay alive for nearly 89 above his well to raise and lower Ce~ete~ Associati.on, unnerved gravestones and dig around in the 
ed with the tower of Judge Proctor's windmill and years now, and became the basis of the bucket. And in and around that by mvesbgators poking around the cemetery." 
went to pieces with a terrific explosion, scattering the movie, "Aurora Encounter." well, searchers found an unusually local graveyards, insisted on an O.W. McCarty, who resigned as 
debris over several acres of ground, wrecking the And though several investigations large amount of metal that ap- end to the ~arch. Aurora mayor this week after 11 
windm~ll and water tank and destroying the have taken pl.ace over the years, peared to have been melted by in- .The moVIe doesn't seem to have years in the job, says, "People 

00 

judges' flower bed. none has decJStvely proven the leg- tense heat. Analysis of the metal stirred up a whole lot of interest don't think too much for or against 
"The pilot or the ship is sup. end. Many investiga~rs have sug- was inconclusive, "but if it was a among Aurora's residents.. it. It's COf!le up so many times it's 

posed to have been the only one on gested that the story 15 the product · hoax, someone went to an awful Sally Pegues, daughter-m-law of not anything new to us." 
board, and while his remains are of the remarkably advanced imagi- lot of trouble to scatter that much the late Etta Bearden Pegues who UFO investigator Bland hasn't 
badly disflglll'ed, enough of the nation of writer S.E. Hayden; they metal around there." wrote a book on the incident, says seen "Aurora Encounter," but he's 
original has been picked up to note that the Signal Service officer Investigators also located a hand- ~he hasn't seen it, but that people read about it and watched the pre-
show that he was not an inhabitant and astro~omy authority he re- ful of elderly residents who m the area who have watched "Au- views. He calls it "Hollywood sen-
of this world. ferted to was really the local black- claimed to have seen or been 1old rora Encounter" consider it sationalism at its highest" 

smith, and that Judge Proctor nev- of the crash. They also found a lot laughable. S.E. Hayden would be proud. 
er even had a windmill for a flying of residents who insisted the whole "They say it's a cute little story St s lth T Gio _ . • - eve m and onl vanettJ 

Ataln: carol Bagdasarian 

Irene: Dotty West 

Governor: Spanky Mcfar1and 

Director/producer: Jim McCul­
lough Sr. Screenplay: Jim McCol­
lough Jr. 

Mlnlrevlew: Locally produced fan­
tasy based on the supposedly tac­
tual crash of a spaceship In Aurora, 
Texas, In 1897; what little chann 
the movie has mostly is attribut­
able to Mickey Hays, the young 
progeria victim trom Hallsville who 
plays the allen trom outer space, 
and veteran scenery-chewer Jack 
Elam as the town drunk. Shoe­
string budget and weak script give 
the film a distressing home-movie 
feel 



FOREIGN NEWS 
E.VENIK; mw.>, Bolton, Fhgland - Jan. 6, 1986 

THE mystery of the Bolton UFO has taken on new twist 
witb reports of two more sigbtings. 

In one incident, a couple in a car claimed the object 
followed tbem at speeds of up to 50 m.p.h. 

As revealed in the Evening News the terrified owner of a remote 
farm at Edgworth claims that he and his family were held under 
virtual siege for three hours by the object. 

The strange white glow 
appeared low in the sky 
and seemed to get as close 
as JOO yards. 

Britain's top UFO 
research expcn, Jenny 
Randle-;, suggested at the 
weekend that the object 
could have been the planet 
Venus. 

But now a Halliwell 
couple and two Farnworth 
teenagers have reported 
seeing UFO' s. 

And today, UFO expert 
Steve Balon of Leigh, who 
has quizzed seven 
witnesses who &aw the 
object at the farm, 
slammed the 'Venus' 
explanation as 'rubbish'. 

"Myself aDd another 
n:pert interviewed the 
family and their friends at 
length. We definitely think 
they saw something which 
cannot be explained. 

"The object is totally 
Uftl(nown. II is not mete· 
oric. To say it is astro­
nomical is absolute 
rubbish . We gave the fam­
ily a severe grilling and 
they all stuck to their 
story. 

"It was travelling too 
fast to be anything like a 
star. I respect Jenny's 
work but this time I think 
she is barking up the 
wrong tree," said Steve. 

The Halliwell couple 
telephoned the Evening 
News to say they saw the 
same white glowing object 
that loomed near the 
farm . 

The couple spotted it 
while driving near 
Belmont. The man who 
does not wished to named, 
said: "It was very clear 
and about 500 feet up. It 
was like a ball but fuzzy 
around the edges . It 
seemed to be over 
Egerton . 

"II followed us down 
Darwen Road travelling at 
about SOmph. Then it 
went slow, started to 
hover, and went down by 
Delph Reservoir. II was 
like a helicopter in its 
movements but the light 
was far too big" . 

The two Farnworth 
teenagers who saw a 
strange object were Chris­
topher Scoll, aged 17, of 
Highfield Road and his 
friend Craig Horrocks, 
aged 14. 

They saw two orange 
and gold coloured round 
objects appear to land in a 
field near Marsh Lane, 
Farnworth . 

As they approached to 
investigate the objects shot 
away into the night sky. 

Local astronomy lec­
turer, Mr William 
Cartwright, entered the 
controversy today . 

Mr Cartwright who 
teaches at a Bolton college 
bdieves the Ed&worth 
'glow' W<K probably 
Jupiter. 

CR.: T. Good 

EVENIN; POST, Reading, Ehgland - Jan. 11, 1986 CR.: T. Good 
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Checking out 
close encounters 
of an alien kind 
A READING man claims to have 
had a close encounter of the third 
kind- meeting an alien, accord­
ing to Berkshire UFO researcher 
Stephen Chetwynd. 

Stephen, from Old Windsor, has 
investigated two close encounters, 
one in Reading and one in Bracknell. 

British UFO Research Association 
member Stephen said : "The witness 
had been out walking in a park when 

~eke:a~ :~Ci~~~~:edn ~~ e~~i~f~at~~~ 
and the next minute was back in the 
park, having lost two hours." 

The witness later saw images in his 
room at night, and felt that a "higher 
intelligence" was trying to make 
contact. 

Mystery 
Although many would scoff, 

~~b']~:r .~e3rcin~nfe~~i!e"::u~e~~ !~~ 
lying to me. They felt they had seen 
something, whether it was a hal· 
lucination or something external to 
them I can't say," he said. 

He has been investigating UFO 
sightings for almost ten year5, and 
says that although 95 to 97 per cent of 

By CHRIS EARY 

siJ,htlngs can be explained, there are 
shll several incidents that remain a 
mystery. 

"Actual evidence of alien visitation 
is very difficult to see," he said. "I 
don't think there's any definite evi­
dence that we hne been visited." 

"We could speculate about what 

:dp~~!!~ii~~bf!e thl~::el:gtht:a:~~ 
but it's hard to prove what they are." 

Lights In the sky are not a lot of use 
he says, because they are so intangi­
ble and hard to draw any conclusions 
from. 

He believes the worlds ofUFO's and 
pyschic phenomena overlap, and is 
interested in the state of mind that 
may produce feelings like a close 
encounter experience. 

"We tend to be ten with 5-10 per 
cent of incidents which we find very 
difficult to explain under normal cir· 
cumstances or in a normal way," he 
said. 

Next time you are in Palmer Park, 
keep your eyes open, just in case. 

. ~. 

MAIL, Hartlepool, Fhgland - Jan. 9, 1986 CR.: T. Good 

Family 
e 

UeFeOe mystery 
RETIRED Hutlepool 
newsegent Jeck 
Kremer (left) could not 
believe his eyes when 
he glenced out of his 
window of his Hert 
lene home. 

For he sew whet he 
thinks wes en Uniden­
tified Flying Object 
ainklng to the ground. 

But Mr Kremer who 
used to own e 
new•egent's shop In 

Murrey Street, wes not 
the only person to 
witnus the strenge 
phenomene - the lights 
were elso see by his 
wife Joyce, deughter­
ln-lew Keren end 
grendson Peul. 

"I just heppened to 
look out of the window 
end sew this perculiar 
arrangement of lights 
sinking down towards 

the ground, somewhere 
over the Greyflelds 
eree," he seid. 

"There were four of 
us In the house et the 
time end we ell .. w h ." 

Mr Kremer seld the 
U.F.O., which wes 
mede up of e circle of 
white lights, dlsep­
peered from sight ct. 
spite his efforts to keep 
hlnview. 

"Where h went to end 
whet It wes I don't 
know, but there Is nu 
wey we lmeglned h," 
edded Mr Kramer. 

The family had their 
close encounter et 
ebout 4.30 p . m . on 
Saturday. 

A spokesman for 
Hartlepool pollee said 
he had not heerd of eny 
similar slghtlngs for 
that time. 

SUNllAY MAIL, Glascow, Scotland - Jan. 12, 1986 CR: T. Good 

SERGEANT JIM SEES 
UFO IN THE 
NIGHT SKY 

A POLICE sergeant 
with 19 years in the 

force has reported 
seeing a UFO. 

Sergeant Jimmy Begg 
was on patrol in Annadale, 
West Lothian , when he saw 
"a red-orange coloured 
object" falling from the 
sky. 

The experience has left 
Se rgeant Begg so baffled that 
he has made an official police 

record of the sighting. 

He was in his patrol car 
with Constable Tommy 

~~~f~bou:a;.~O ~~~~~~ 
he saw the U FO. 

Sergeant Begg 

He said : "I glanced up 
at the sky and I saw a red · 
orange coloured object. 

"It looked like a 
luminous flying clothes 
pole. It didn't burn out. It 
co nt inue d to glow and 

MAIL REPORTER 

then disappea re d behind 
a housing estate." 

The two officers 
searched the Avondale 
Drive area of Annadale 
without success. 

And a check later with 
air traffic control at 
Edinburgh Airport 
sbowed there was NO 
aircraft in the area at the 
time. 

Last night, Sky At Night 
presenter Patrick Moore 
told the Mail : "It could 
have been a shooting star 
or a weather balloon or 
even satellite debris. U it 
was the latter it would 
burn up in the atmos­
phere." 

9 
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E..VmiN:i 'l.'E[.H;RAPH, Peterborough, :England - Jan. 28, 1986 CR: T. Good 

Flashing lights 
spark UFO call 

HAS anyone seen a UFO? That's the ques­
tion a Peterborough woman is asking after a 
mysterious dawn encounter. 

Joan Penman (45) was drivins along Bourges Boulevard 
when she spotted a strange obJeCt. 

She said : "I saw these 
two bright white lights in 
the sky. At first I thought it 
was an aeroplane but then I 
realised planes don 't usual-

ly .~.~v~~:~ l!:~~~fur~~t!~ 

I 

~ U.F.O.s over 
.. '8 Kirkton High? 

sky and I am sure the ob­
ject was not moving," said 
Mrs Penman . 

The city woman was on 
her way to pick up husband 
Andrew from work when 
she saw the mystery object 
at 7.25 on Friday mornang. j 

S A Dundee woman and her 

~ ~~~~a~:em~~r~o ~s~=~}.J.~ 
.. communicating with each other 

0::: high above the city late last 
.. U night. 
~ The woman said she and her 
Ei3 ~ husband had seen two objects 

~ 
0'1 hovering high above Kirkton 
.-t High School displaying red and 

•

.. white nashing lights and trans· 
1.1"1 mitting light beams. 

A police spokesman said there 
o1:1 ~ had been no sighting~ by police 

And after collecting 
Andrew from his night shift 
she went back to the scene 
of the sighting. 

Mr,; Penman , of 10 Viney 
Close, Peterborough, said: 
"It was gone when I got 
back but I am sure there 
was something there. 

But the 45-year-old - a 
chef at the Elephant and 
Castle pub - could not 
forget the incident and con­
tacted the Evening Tele­
graph to put out a public 
ap~al. ~ 

~ but a spokesman for air traffic 
control at R.A.F. Leuchan said 
two aircraft were out at the 
time. 'I think it may have been 

a UFO and if anyone else 
saw it would they please get 
in contact with me," she 
said. 

JCMin Penmen, who apotted the mv-terioua briilht 
light In the sky over Peterborough. (Photo: ~ 

35}. 

J~ 
~ ~ 

UFO men seek cash landing 
:S An application by the Yorkshire UFO Society for a 

grant from Leeds City Council has been turned down 
.. ~ -but they are still hopeful of help from the EEC. 

the country, attracting about 200 people, so we 
t h o u g h t the council might have given us Mme 

su¥~r;~ent will still go ahead as planned on March 
22, at Centenary House, North Street, Leeds. ~ 

1-:l The society hoped to get about £100 from the 
council's Leisure Services Department towards the 
cost of its annual conference in Leeds. It will feature slides and films, and among the 

guest speakers will be leading UFO expert Mr. 
Timothy Good. 

i 
'tl~ Mr. Mark Birdsall, the society's co-ordinator of 

research, said : "It was a oneo{)ff application to cover 
~ the cost of hiring a room, speakers' expenses and 
t:l'l other costs, as we are a non-profit making organisa· 

tE ti~!lThe conference is one of the biggest of its kind in 

M e m b e r s of the public art' welcome at the 
conference, which starts at 1 p.m. Entrance costs 
£1.50 for adults and £1 for pensioners and under-16s. 
Doors open at 12 noon. 

M)RNIK; HmAU>, Sydney, N. S. W. , 

Australia - Jan. 31, 1986 CR: UFOCX:I 

UFO over Orange 
to be investigated 

The UFO Society will investigate the sighting of 
an un identified n yi ng object by four people from 
Orange on Wednesday night. 

The Central West representative of the society, 
Mr Terry Bishop, will interview Mr Robert Wran, 
his sister Joann, Ms Sharon Kelly and Mr Jeff 
Eyles about the sighting. 

The four said they saw the object above the 
paddock across the road from Mr Wran's Phillip 
Street home. 

Mr Wran said he had heard the horse~ in the 
paddock making strange noises at about 11 .30 pm 
on Wednesday . 

··There was a shining oval object, about the size 
of a car, about 70 metres above the paddock . 

··tcs underside had a large bright red revolving 
light surrounded by many fixed red lights ... 

Mr Wran went back to his house to tell the other 
three, who came out and saw the UFO. 

He said the object had hovered for about 30 
seconds, went south at high speed, zigzagged above 
the city and moved east for about three kilometres 
before disappearing. 

Mr Wran contacted Orange police, but a patrol 
failed to find any trace. Senior Constable David 
Newham said the stories of all four people 
matched. 

Police said there had been no aircraft in or out of 
Orange Airport during that evening. 

~ . 
M 

UFO sighting 
sparks 

I police search 
.~ SYDNEY, AAP - Flat­
~ tened tall grass was found 

E ;::;e~~~~ th~~e:~tr:l ~:S~ 
~ 

em NSW city or Orange 
was thought to have 
landed. 

Police said Wednesday's 

.:§ ~~rt~~~th:rasth~egg~re~~: 

t
~ nor the Civil Aviation De­

partments was taking It 
seriously. 

:;! Orange resident Robert 
Wren reported the UFO to 

.. pollee at 11.30 pm on 

J 
Wednesday. 

When he went to the 
area yesterday where he 
said he saw the object 
land, he round flattened 

i gr~ltwas all real," said Mr 
Wren, 22. 

~
.. He said the grass was 

flattened over an area two 
metres wide and four 
metres long. 

Sen-Constable David 
Newham said Mr Wren re­
ported seeing an oval 
object the size or a car 
hovering about 50 metres 
above a paddock opposite 
his house. 

Its underside had a 
bright red revolving light, 

surrounded by about 20 
fixed red lights. 

Constable Newham said 
Mr Wren went to Investi­
gate when horses kept In 
the paddock became un· 
usually restless. 

Mr Wren returned to his 

~~~fe ~0bo~~l t~~r~~~t~~~~ ~ 
=~e~n:~fl~· Ut~. reported :0 

..The object moved orr In 
a southerly direction at 2: 
fast speed, stopped, hover· 0~ 
ed Cor a while and then 
sped off again," Constable 
Newham said. 

··rt travelled about 3 km 
to the eastern side of the 
town before dis· 
appearing." 

Mr Wren rang the local 
TV station after the sight­
Ing. The station's report 
said he and his friends 
were hysterical and had to 
be calmed down. 

An immediate pollee 
patrol failed to find any 
trace of the UFO. 

Mr Newham said pollee 
had questioned the four 
and their stories matched. 

..They did not seem to be 
affected by drugs or 
alcohol, .. he said. 

:EVENJN; TELHiRAPH, ~terborough, England - Jan. 31, 1986 CR: T. Good 

Is this the 
A CffY groundsman 

claims to have solved 
the mystery of a uniden­
tified flying object -
sighted in Peterborough 
last week . 

The UFO was~tted by 
Joan Penman (4 at 7.25 
iDl last Friday. Peter­
borough woman said she 
saw two bright lights in the 

sky above Bourges Boule­
vard. 

This mystery encounter 
was featured in the Evening 
Telegraph and now Frank 
Allen, groundsman at the 
Embankment running 
track , has come forward to 
shed some light on the 
strange affair. 

Mr Allen (61) of the Fen­
gate Caravan site, Peter-

solution to UFO mystery? 
borough, was at the run­
ning track early on Friday 
morning. 

He said: "The object was 
definitely an aeroplane I 
saw the shape of it . Some­
times when something com­
es down out of the dawn 
light it is difficult to see 
clearly, this is probabiX 
what caused the problem . ' 

" J would think the plane 

was from RAf Wittering," 
he said . 

Howevet" Mrs Penman, 
of 10 Viney Close, is ada­
mant her UFO was not a 
plane and her view is sup­
ported by home help Joan 
Crozier . 

Mrs Crozier, of Stum­
pacre, Bretton , believed 
she saw a mysterious object 
- possibly the UFO Mrs 

Penman claims she saw. 
Mrs Crozier saw a round 

object with a pointed nose 
and two brilliant bright 
hghts flash across in front 
of her at an incredible 
speed as she drove near the 
crematorium at Marholm at 
about 11 am on Friday . 

"I could not believe my 
eyes, this white object 

flashed across in front of 
me . it was only. just above 
tree level," she said . 
"~was bracing. myself for 

an 1mpact and 1t JUSt dis-

apke~r~~:ediate reaction 
was that she had seen an 
aircraft from RAF Witter­
ing but the object was 
travellins at high speed and 
not makmg a sound. 
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Look up! 
Vancouver Planetarium 
director David Hurd 
searches deep space 
through telescope, but 
he admits his belief in 
UFOs Is based on faith, 
not on scientific proof. 
Shiff photo 

J.lROVllCE, Vancouver, B.C., Canada - Feb. 2, 1986 rn: G. Conway & R. Bennett 

By GREG MdNIYRE 
Staff Reporter 

Bob Stephens is calling E.T., but 
he needs $100 million to get an 
answer. 

With that sort of spare change, 
the independent space researcher 
says he could .. almost guarantee" a 
hello. 

For the past few months, the 31-
year-old electronics technician has 
been camped at Hay River. N.W.T .. 
with two giant radio-telescopes. 

Stephens, who attended Magee 
and Churchill high schools in Van­
couver, collects "miles of chart 
paper" produced by instruments 
attached to the dish-shaped anten­
nae. 

But he doesn't have the $15,000 
computer that would speed his 
analysis of the daily data. 

.. If I had $100 million in funding. I 
think I could almost guarantee a 
detection," he says. 

"I would have to do a lot of the 
same kind of scrounging that I'm 
doing now - building things for 
virtually pennies on the dollar- to 
produce the final telescope that 
might make that detection." 

There are mnlions of stars, so 
Stephens believes there must be 
other planets out there like Earth. 

For 30 years scientists have tried 
to guess what form a signal from 
such a source might take, he said. 
and "we're looking for something 
that has evolved intelligence and a 
technology." 

"We have to guess what's the 
best kind of signal to send, and then 
hope that the aliens have done the 
same homework and that they're 
sending us exactly that." 

In the United States, Harvard Uni­
versity and the U.S. National Aero­
nautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) receive federal funds for the 
Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelli­
gence (SET!). 

Chicago astronomer Allen Hynek 
makes a living writing and lecturing 
on life in space. 

Hynek has examined data about 
unidentified flying objects (UFOs) 
for the U.S. Air Force. He operates 
the Centre for UFO Studies in Ari­
zona and edits a bimonthly maga­
zine called the International UFO 
Reporter. 

But Ottawa thinks there are bet­
ter ways to spend research money. 

University of B.C. space expert 
David Vogt says research Into life 
un other planets is just guesswork. 

Scientists have a formula for pre­
dicting the likelihood of Intelligent 
life beyond Earth, but because so 
little is known about the other 
planets "it has no foundation in 
science whatsoever," said the 
astronomy professor. 

As a result, Stephens has had per­
sonally to raise every penny for his 
own work . 

"I've liquidated all my savings. 
I've borrowed heavily from family 
and friends. I've probably put up 
.$30,000 to $40,000 in actual dol­
lars," he said. 

Once the first detection is made, 
"you can bet departments will 
spring up all over tbe p1aceto work 
feverishly on the problem." 

He has a supporter In the direc­
tor of the Vancouver Planetarium. 
''I'm a believer in life ln the uni· 
verse," David Hurd admits. 

In 10 years, 38-year-old Hurd has 
fielded about 2,000 UFO reports at 
the planetarium. 

"All but one had some logical 
explanation," he said. "But that one 
was a true mystery. 

"UFOs eJlist, but primarily my 
belief is faith. Not one report has 
yielded proof on scientific examina­
tion ." 

The planetarium plans a show 
on the subject this summer, called 
The Alien Equation. 

Stephens, who tried to build his 
first radio-telescope .. out of chicken 
wire and two-by-fours" while in 
Grade 6 at Maple Grove elementary 
school , will be invited to speak. 

II 
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'A flying fireball' 
By GREG MdNlYRE 
Staff Reporter 

She wu blinded by the light. 
It looked like a fireball the 

alze of a bouse, Rosa Waldner 
uya of her life's strangest 
encounter. 

The event occurred at about 
6:45 p.m. on Halloween night, 
1974, as Rosa and her hus­
band, John, were driving on 
KlniJ GeollJe Highway In Sur­
rey, toward New Westminster. 

The tlowlng UFO hovered 
and darted around their c:ar In 
eerie alienee, only 15 metres 
(50 feet) above the ground at 
one point. 

"At first It was a bluish, 
aparldlng lltbt, like a giant 
star," said the Burnaby grand­
mother. 

"A. It tot c:loaer, It changed 
to the Intensity of a blow tore: h. 
It burt your eyes to look at lt. 

"Thea suddenly It was an 
orange color of fire, like a 
glowing c:oal, like a ftylng fire­
ball." 

The retired none turned to 
John and asked If he was see­
Ing what abe was. 

He wu. John Waldner - "a 
hardened skeptic: If ever there 
wu one"- wu shocked, too. 

"It hu a horrible effect on 
you," said the Austrian-born 
Rosa. "You are shocked, you 
are stunned. 

"For two or three days, I was 
all the time with lt. I would 
say, 'John, you saw It, too?' He 
said, 'Yea, I saw lt.' '' 

The object had a red cloud 
of light under It and wu c:lr­
cled by a nec:ldac:e of lights. 

It c:ame within about 90 
metres (100 yards) of the c:ar, 
pulsing and glowing In rain­
bow colon, Rosa said. 

"It zigzagged very fast. At 
King George Highway and 88th 
there's a wide lnteraec:tloa. 
There was a group of kids, 
five, alx or seven, throwing 
firecrackers and playing with 
flares and aparklen." 

The UFO "hovered for about 
five seconds, u though to take 
a look at them. I'm sure about 
that. They didn't even see the 
bloody thing, they were so 
busy running around." 

After five or 10 minutes, the 
fireball flew south along the 
powerllne to"!Brd the U.S. 

Arriving home, Rosa phoned 
Surrey RCMP. But no one elae 
had reported a alghtln1. 

Friends and neighbors 
believe their story, John says. 

"But they always ask, 'Are 
you sure what you saw?' 

"I say I know what I saw." 

Swffphoto 

Rosa Waldner uys this artwork shows the UFO she uw. 

ENCOUNTERS OF THE B.C. KIND 

JOHN TANNER 
ftrlt 'upped' In 1156 

John Tanner was zapped by his 
first UFO at Okanagan Lake when 
he was 13. 

In later years, he had two more 
sightings. 

"Two for sure, and the other 
more iffy," said the 42-year-old 
radio broadcaster. 

At first, the Vancouver space 
buff ran to tell everyone. 

"I used to go around crusading," 
he said. "fm more laid back about 
it now. I may believe In God but 
I'm not going to go around shout­
ing about it." 

Tanner was on a paddleboard in 
Okanagan Lake one hot sunny 

August afternoon in 1956 when an 
aluminum-colored disc appeared 
between two mountain peaks a few 
kilometres down the lake. 

"It was hovering there for two or 
three minutes," he said. 

"It was slightly tilted and shiny 
silver but not glowing or anything. 

"I turned to shout to my friends 
but they were too far away to hear. 
When I turned back It was gone." 

His friends later confirmed 
they'd seen it, too. And Tanner 
thinks the flying Yucer may have 
dived into the lake. 

In April, 1964, while still In 
Kelowna, Tanner had encounter 
No.2. 

GAZETIE, Katoalila, N.S.W., Australia- Jan. ?, 1986 CR: UFUCX:I 

He saw three saucers, "the size 
of your thumbnail held at arm's 
length," In V-formation In a starry 
sky. The three lights zoomed 
straight up and disappeared in the 
clouds. 

The last sighting came nine 
years ago, in Vancouver. 

On a dark night, Tanner said he 
saw a bright light heading out over 
the ocean near Vancouver Interna­
tional Airport. 

"The light blinked oft. A minute 
later, a searchlight picked it up 
and I could see the fonn and the 
outline as a searchlight lit lt. 

"It turned its light on apin and 
took oft, pssst, very fasL" 

Tanner's sightings are all 
encounters of the first kind. 

He knows several local ufolo· 
gists. But none, he says, hu had 
encounters of the aecond ldnd -
being aHected by what they saw; 

or the third kind - belnJ In con­
tact with an alien. 

A spokesman at a UFO lolorma· 

tion centre in Toronto Mid there 
hasn't been a good slpt1n1 Ia 
Canada in more than two,..._ 
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Some of the groups believe 'Jesus Christ 
is the commander of a fleet of spaceships' _ Gas bar in Lloydminster, Sask. (left); Charlie LaBranche's rocket in South Bolton, Que. 

Close encounters with the saucer sects 
BY SALEM ALA TON 
The Globe and Mail 

IT WAS A dream that aroused 
photographer Doug Curran 
from sleep one night, and in it 
he imagined the title of a book. 

After seven years of driving around the 
United States and Canada with his camera, 
he was ready to write that book. 

In Advance of the Landing: Folk Con­
cepts of Outer Space sounds like an anthro­
pological essay, but that isn't what Curran 
came up with. And for all the photo ac­
counts of folk who build rocket-idols in 
rural California or UFO landing pads in 
Texas, the Abbeville Press book is not a 
pop culture survey of cranks, misfits and 
eccentrics. 

Instead, it is a respectful memoir of a 
series of close encounters Curran had with 
people for whom a flying saucer is "God 
wrapped in stainless steel." 

A roadside in rural Quebec pointed Cur­
ran to the work that would fill in that 
dream title; a man named Charlie La­
Branche had a big model of a rocket 
mounted on metal poles outside his general 
store, and to Curran it lool<ed like "a totem 
attempting to leap away from the gravity 
of the eaith." 

Travelling when he could for one- to 
three-month bouts in his Renault 16, Cur­
ran financed the search that followed with 
carpentry work in Toronto, commercial 
photography assignments in Edmonton -c.,_) 

I I'J.. /' I 

Doug Curran (left); Ruth Normar;1 is the head of the Unarius Educational Foundation in El Cajon, Calif. 

(where he now lives), and selling postcards 
of his pictures of the LaBranche rocket and 
other spacey "folk concepts" he was brush­
ing up against. He met the woman who 
would become his wife during a stopover in 
Albuquerque, N.M. 

Asking questions at gas stations, cafes 
and local newspaper offices by day, sleep­
ing In his car at night, Curran clocked 
more than .15,000 kilometres in the first trip 
alone, making an intense survc.y of back 

roads in states like New Mexico, Arizona, 
Texas and California. In the "incredible 
country" that is the United States, he even­
tually found a network of saucer lovers. 

"There 's an incredible texture to life in 
the U.S. that goes beyond TV watching and 
four-wheel driving, " Curran says. "Hindus 
know where they're going because they 
know where they've been. Americans have 
no idea. They're in a continual state of 
becoming." 

In El Cajon, Calif., he met the head of 
the Unarius Educational Foundation, a 
portly woman whose deceased husband is 
now working on Mars. In St. Paul, Alta., he 
heard Mother Teresa give an address from 
the local UFO landing pad, where "the tiny 
nun" stood bravely to receive a $975,000 
donation from the space-minded citizens. 
In Washington state, he watched members 
of New Age Foundation join hands in a 
"Druidic" ceremony to summon aliens, 

and in Bellaire, Mich., he visited the elabo­
rate electronic station that a young man 
named John Shepherd had built in his gran­
ny 's home to keep 24-hour surveillance of 
extra-terrestrial visitations. 

"I could talk about spirit with them, and 
I didn't mean the Holy Ghost," Curran, 33, 
says. "I could listen to them talk about 
spirit and not have to find the same mean­
ing of it they did." 

On the road again, Curran now goes 
through the sometimes dispiriting rigorsof 
a publicity tour for his book. Ever wary of 
the journalist seeking "the 30-second 
hook," Curran has a secret he knows will 
drain away his media sex appeal. He 
couldn't care less about UFOs. If pressed, 
he will say that alien visitations are "possi­
ble but not likely." The insurmountable 
problem for Curran on this tour is to ex­
plain in 30 seconds that UFOs are beside 
the point. 

The beliefs of the UFO devotees, Curran 
writes in his introduction, "reaffirmed the 
essential fact of human existence: the need 
for order and hope." 

The history of UFO sightings has a cou­
ple of remarkable concentrations. In 1896-
97, Curran notes. there. were thousands of 
individual sightings over 20 U.S . states In 
what came to be known as The Great Air­
ship Mystery. In the forties and · fifties, 
sightings again proliferated, this time with 
tales of contacts with aliens. In one case, 
an alien called Earth "the home of sor­
rows," and it isn't hard to understand 
where that extra-terrestrial was coming 
from. 

"If it (the phenomenon of UFO sight­
in&s) is because of an actual occurrence, 
It's wonderful," Curran says. "And If it's 
because of a mass hallucination, it's. also 
wonderful." 

In spiritual terms, apparently, the two 
possibilities add up to the same thing, the 
flying saucer representing what psycho!~ 
gist Carl Jung said was In other cultures a 
sun wheel or magic circle, or, in Curran's 
paraphrasing, "an archetype of order, 
wholeness, deliverance and salvation." 

Among the saucer sects, Curran found a 
couple of other common denominators. 
"Jesus Christ as a figure exists for all the 
flying saucer groups. God as a figure does 
not, but the idea of a Universal Mind is 
common. For some, Jesus Christ is the 
commander of a fleet of spaceships. Chris­
tianity has always been the most adaptable 
of all the religions. For these people, what 
you need, you take and use, what you don't 
need you leave off." 

As important is the general love-hate 
relation with technology. Fear of the atom­
ic bomb is "overriding and pervasive" 
among the cultists, and reported alien 
messages often reprimand Earthlings for 
their irresponsible attitudes. But the sau­
cers, gods so symbolic of .the age, "are 
seen as rooted in nature," says Curran, 
who saw many a tin, welded rocket in some 
beautiful patch of backwoods wilderness 
"It is nature and technology all at once." 

Not everyone in the book is likeable, and 
Curran's text is written in the kind of "im­
partial" journalistic idiom that leaves ·it 
clear he is at times describing charlatans, 
anti-social types and people otherwise on 
the fringes. Curran grew up as something 
of an outsider hiQ'lself, his father an air 
force careerist who moved the family to a 
number of Quebec and Ontario towns be­
fore settling in "Loyalist, smug and op­
pressive" Belleville, Ont. 

But an air of sympathetic understanding 
wafts through even the inevitably ironic 
accounts of determined sky-looking pagans 
(who generally lack a sense of Irony them­
selves). "I genuinely care about them," 
Curran says, "which is different than say­
ing that I want them as my friends." 

He has been praised as a "way-shower" 
by one of the groups, and during his re­
search he made friends with journalist 
Tom Wolfe, who received a Curran post­
card from a friend and eventually wrote a 
supportive foreword to In Advance of the 
Llmding. 

Now Curran is getting ready for a book 
on tent revivalists in the southern United 
States. He's a little nervous about it. 

"The evangelists are not as Christian as 
the UFO people," Curran says, meaning 
the evangelists "are not so generous in let­
ting you be the way you are." Curran has 
already bumped into a man who "heard 
the call of the Lord," sold his business in 
Massachusetts and now tours with his wife, 
two children and circus-size tent in a tw~ 
ton truck. In small towns they post hand­
bills that read : Revival Tonight . 

Curran will do less road work this time, 
he says, noting that he was 25 when he first 
started the UFO book. "I can't stand all 
those miles of Burger King strips through 
the U.S. again," he says. 



~ · The man who records 
strange sightings 

L.f) IT isn't only w i n e 
th-.t has v i n t a g e 

..d years. Unidentified 
& Flying Objects also 

seem to have their 
years of plenty. 

· ] For example, 1985, ac-
tl' cording to tbe experts, 
t:: was not blessed with 
~ many Sightings, but a.l-

.. ready 1986 bas begun 
.:fj well, and tbe auspice6 

i 
are 1'00<1. 

"It does seem to go 1n 
a pattern, lllritb ooe :i good S'ighttne often be­
ing the 'forerunner of a 

~
.. aeries of v1Bitlatlons," 

says a man. !Who aboukl 
know-. Mr. Frank~ 
shall. of Shcubbery 

I 
Lane. Wyke ~is. 

Mr. M·arsban ha.s 
been m·vestiga t~ re­
ports of ~ tor over 
26 years for the British 

! 
Uniden•tdfted Flyine Ob­
ject Researcb Assoctat­
lo-n. liQFORA. 

He is a pleasant, un~ 
assum1ng man who ab-
solutely bursts with en~ 
thusiasm ·for his chose-n 
interest. 

CLIPPINGS 
"n began wheo t.be 

Qld Sunday Dispatch 
carried a story on 'ofly­
ing platters' seen tn· the 
USA. m the early 1950s. 
It seemed so unusual 
that I started collecting 
cljjp:plngs !rom news.pa.. 
pers and magazines. on 
the subject," he said. 

And like Topsy, his 
collEction just grew and 
gorew. 

Sera;> book after 
scrap book. became tW­
ed with the cuttings 
that ranged from the 
bizane w the ridlculous 
the belieV'able to the 
merely .puzzlq. 

"n is unusual be­
cause it is global," Mr. 
Marshall said. "In those 
da~ don't fol"'et , ai~ 
cra.tt had ll)eeds of 
around 500 miles all 
hour. 

1'hese UPOs were 
speedillf around at an 
estimated 1,000 to 1,500 
miles an hour with co­
lour change-s t.h&t aeem~ 
ed to be aaeociate<i 
~th changes of 41reet-
1on and speed.'' 

POSSIBLES 
Like a sailor wbQ has 

never ·been to sea, 'Mr. 
Marshall h a s ·never 
aeen a UFO lWnself. 
··wen, not for certain. 

though thel"f? have been 
a couple of possibles: · 
he added ruefully. 

"If I did have a real 
encoun'ter, I dJOn.'to tll:1nk 
I would 8A)roach wU­
Mng'ly. I would ha'Ve to 
be kidnapped. I am not 
at all aure of my rea~ 
tlons ." 

Mr. Marshall's he&l­
ta tion stems from his 
belief that conta.ct. with 
UFOs or e:xtr~terres.. 
trials could be harmful 
to the health of 
humans. 

"And we are not at 
tLll sure everyone 1s 
friendly," he said. re­
ferring to the "hun-

dreds of disappearanc-es 
of people from this 
country atone over the 
yean;." 

.. I look at tt this 
way. Of all the claims 
of UFO aiehtings, m.~ny 
a.re easil7 explained. 
There a.re car headlight 
refle.c:tion6, aircraft 
lights, natural weather 
phenomena, ~as bal­
loons and so on. Easily 
d'istorteo in the imagi­
nation mto something 
else, but often ea.sJly 
put. into ~~ttve. 

SIGHTINGS 
"Nevertheless, be-.. 

tween six e.n<i ten per 

cent. of s!«'htings can· 
not lo~lca.lly be ex­
plained, and Jf you 
Ulink in tenns of six 
to ten mystery obJe~ts 
1n everY 100, that adds 
up to QUite a big 
figure~• 

Events built u.p ova­
the years untU 1n the 
1960s the~ were local 
sightings 1n Dors&t. 

"There are pa.rta of the 
county that eeem to be 
visited more than 
others, and the area 
around Ra.mpisba.m and 
Eggardon HW has be­
come well-known tor 
mysterious b&Wen­
ings;· he said. 

] :Strange object is seen 
.. I rg I 8 TWO people claimed they saw a UFO nyine 

~ 
fa . onr B.,._t on Sunday Jaauary 19. 

; :...-4 ~ . Mn Pat Callapan, of Duelud., East Barod, 
U and Iter 16-year-old son, Pa•l, spotted tile 

mysterious triancular-sbaped object at about 5..30 

~ 
pm 

. · ~.J .! ~~·.. . MnCallapusaid:"lwntuptotkbedroom ..., , to draw the curtalu and u I looked oat of tile 
window I saw wbat I tlloupt at nnt was stan Ia 
a triaaeular daape. 

0 "Wild I fint saw them tltey were statloeary, 
· M but after a willie they atarted to IIIOYe. It was 

nry cloudy tllat alellt, btlt It looked lib a 
• . spaceship ... 

. ij , Paell, wlto eoa to FIDclaley Catltolk: Sdlool, 
1-j 1 saW: '''llw Upta Mddnly separated, ud OM 

actually went «•Yer the llouse.'There SHIM4 to IIIC 
beams comina dowa from it. 

"It made a noise lib u enetne but It dkl DOt 
soud lib aa aeropl.act. n.e llpts didn't seem to 
be eoioeln any partiallar directioa." 

Mn Callaelaaa saW site dlaii't call the poltce 
or tell any of tile nelclabotln about it because she 
dtou&ftt tlley WCMIId thlak die was sh1pkl. 

"Witea we saw tbe stranee object we weren't 
frlellteDed at all. We were surprised aad 
laterested." 

She telephoned her parents in Klnpbury to ask 
tllem to look oat of tk wladow to see lf IIIey 
could see aayfWne. But on rdunllng tD the ....,, 
Iller father said: "I caa't &ee any S11ucers nee,t 
dae ones with the C11p5 oa tllem!" 

"The lgn.ition and 
even lights of cara 
sometimes cut out there 
for no apparent reason. 
Near Beaminster a few 
years ago, three cars 
were unable to restart 
their engines tor about 
half-e.n..Cour after they 
all cut out together. 

"There are a lot of 
'nutters' around who 
see all sorts of things, 
but plenty of 1nteWgent 
genuine people who see 
something really want 
an explanation. 

"But when they ap­
proach the Ministry of 
Defence they are told 
they saw the moon, or 
Venus or a weather bal­
loon. They know they 
didn't, and are not 
satisfied. 

DRAWINGS 
"Unfortuna.tely, the 

olf!lce.l explanation is 
often more ridiculous 
than the t.hings thry 
ba.ve seen. It would be 
much better if they 
were told honestly tha.t 
the M!indstry did not 
know the t!'Xll>lanation.'' 

Mr. Marsha.ll fears 
m·anY people never 
come forward about 
sightings for fear of 
ridicule . ''But th~ 
surely must be a bac:Js 
of fact for stories that 
.are told in the Bi'ol~ 
inexplicable cave draw­
ings !bowing what 
look Uke spacemen and 
spacecraft. and ever! a 
record in 1..-tin from 
1220 of a silver disc 
flying over an abbey in 
Yorkshire," he said. 

His records, which 
be now puts on tape, 
too. tell of sightings 
by hund:reds of people. 
from all walks of life. 
in e:veTy part of the 
world. Even the Rus­
sian Embassy sub­
scribe to the bi-monitt­
ly Flying Slauoer Re­
wew. 

And with Dorset rat­
ed a$ an excellent arta 
for s1ghtings. frOft'\. 
Blandford to Shafte&­
bury, Portland to Dot-­
chester, Weymouth to 
Wimborne, Mr. Mar­
shall is booing more 
people will oontact him 
with news that he. an 
investigate. 

As TeiUYyiSOil aaid : 
·'Maybe wildest O.re&ms 
are but the nee<itul 
~udes of the. truth ... 
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4:13 !if]" lPilot shocked by close encounter 

PRINCE Charlet It at 
the centre of a bi· 

zarre UFO mystery. 
The Prtnce had a close 

encounter durtng a flight 
home from the U.S.A. last 
week. 

'Illt J)llot or h.IJI RAJI' VC-10 
radloed a1r traffic control to u~ 

By MARTIN BRUNT 

he had been startled by a "ilo-.. 
1ng red obj ec~" In the sky. 

Incredibly, FOUR other a~ 
era!\ reported sighting the 
"UFO" over the same stretch ol 
the Irish Sea. 

An immediate tnvestlgaUon .-u launched-but no trace ol 

the unidentified a.!rcral\ hu 
been found. 

Other explanatlon.s-su'cb 11 
meteors or debris from a satelll· 
te-have also been ruled out b7 
experts. 

Charles was nearln~ the end or 
• 12-hour ni~ht from California 
'llhen the Incident happened. 

A source at West. Drayton atr 
tra.mc control near London'a 

Heathrow airport said: 
"The object was reported 
by nve d ifferent aircraft, In­
cluding the Prince's, 

''The pilot described see­
Ing a red glowing object. 
The light !rom It lit up h1l 
cockpit. 

"We just don't know what 
It was. It's a complete 
mystery.'' 

A Ministry ot Defence 
1pokcsman confirmed: 
''Prince Charles 's pilot did 
report seeing a bright nash, 
but we are satisfied there 
was no danger to the 
Prince's aircraft." 

UFO expert. Tim Good. 
an author and lecturer. said 
last week: •·tt may not be 

. pure coincidence 
"It Is likely that any crea­

ture from outer space that 
b more advanced than us 
would be aware of the slg· 
nlflcance or a Royal flighl'' 

SUNI~Y.- MIRROR, IDndon, ~land - .. -~-.!--~986 CR: YUF0S 
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J>RI]'I;CE PHILIP has been 
a keen UFO follower for 
the past 30 years. 

He b a keen read~r of 
th~ magazine, Flyinr Sau· 
cer Review. 

Al'ld he once Invited a 
man who claimed to have 
•~en a UFO landinr to 

Philip-follower 

come to Buckingham Pal­
ace to tell hilil story to a 
Royal aide. 

Philip's uncle, the late 
Lord ;\lountbattcn, was 
also obsessed with alien 
spacecran. 

cHAiiEi ·IN 
UFO·.·RIDDLE 

A mystery 
craft over 

A N oval-shaped UFO has 
been spotted over 

Windsor Castle. 

----EXCLUSIVE---..., 

by MARTIN BRUNT 

The myste.ry craft flew clos~ explain why th-. Roy3ls have betn 
to the. battlements '" broad smgll"d out for dose ~ncounters oCtbe. 
daylight. weird kind. 

People watch~d in di.s~lief as the 
~d. ~tlowin~ machin~-'the size- or a 
Mini-moved slowly across the sky, 

Safe -
Windsor 

The rev~latlon comes after the pilot 
or an a!lcran. carryln~ Prine~ Charl~s 
hom~ rrom .".m~nra r~port~d se~in( a 

· almllar red, glowin& object nur his 
Jllghtpath. 

· so far n~one has been able u 

Sky fireball 
shocks town · 
A IIUGE fireball that left a 
blazlnr trail acron the ak7 
before nnishlnr Into thin 
air, stunned a town's workers 
yestl.'!rday. 

People In offices and shops 
wat<·hed as the objec~ sped 
onr Windsor, Berkshire, and 
seemed to fall near the 
nearby raceeourse. 

Baffled DoUce, bowner, 
eould find no traee of It, and 
air trallic officials said . no 
planes ·were In the area. 

Otnce m3naceress Tracey Wocan. 
23. who sa., -the Wincbor UFO. said 
last. w~k : ''1 just happen~ to glance , 
ou1. of · the wmdow and couldn't 
bt-lleve wh:at J saw." 
Ho~sewife SheUa Goulden. 43. or 

·nearby East. Cl'escenl was st.arlltd by 
· tht lfgbt In the sky and her 

aon Tony. a l1·year·old 
catering student, said: 
'11u~re wall a bright yellow. 
or white light In tt\e c~ntrt. 
•·ith a reddish colour 
outs1de." 

A police llpokE'llmnn !:aid: 
"We l'ht'Ckt•d w1U1 air trallic 
control ctt Ht>athrow and 
the weatht'r centre at 
Bru:.lultll but. ll wa.s 
nothing to do with e1ther oC 
t.hC"m.' ' 

UFO E'Xp<'Tt nm Good 
urd: ''lt 1s qu1t' 
cunc~in,bh~ beings fr01tll 
outE-r spctl't:' would be aw•re 
of • ·hat Winc1:-;or Calitl& ia 
and who stays thea·c:· 15 



TRANSLATIONS 
City and country of incident: Hoachanas, Swaziland 

Date of incident: April 26, 1985 

Name of paper and date of clip: REPUBLIKEIN, April 29, 1985 

City and country of newspaper: Namibia, Swaziland 

[CREDIT: Stan Gordon] 

LIGHT BALL SUCKS FARMER DRY 

A light ball, full of "little stars," which dived down to his farm 

dam out of the night sky and sucked up all the water was the cause 

that Mr. Hannes Voges and his family were without water the whole weekend. 

Mr. Voges, of the farm Gomaub South in the vicinity of Hoachanas, told 

the REPUBLIKEIN yesterday that it was the second time in the past five 
months that this happened to him. 

"That evening the dam was full and I fastened down the wind pump. 

The next morning the dam was bone dry - not a sign of a wet spot where 

the water could have leaked out," said Mr. Voges. He had the pipes 

checked, as well as the dam wall and dam basin. There are no cracks 

or broken places and also no sign where the water could have leaked 
out. 

"It's a lot of water - the dam is 2 meters high and 15 meters across 

- and if it ran out somewhere, I should have been able to see it the 

following morning." 

Mr. Voges tells how his wife, Caty, evidently got up friday night to 

tend their child, Hannetjie. Through the window, she saw how a light 

ball dived from the sky into the dam. The next day, there was not 
a drop of water in the dam. 

Are they afraid? Mr. Voges says no. He has lived on the farm since 

1932, and everyone there knows of the ghost 1 ight that often wanders 

across the farm yard as if a bike or motor car is riding there. Then 

it simply disappears again. 

And now the farm dam stands empty because there is no wind to turn 
the wind pump, says Mr. Voges. 

And that twice within five months. 

City and country of incident: Hoachanas, Swaziland 

Name of paper and date of clip: REPUBLIKEIN, May 3, 1985 

City and country of newspaper: Namibia, Swaziland 

[CREDIT: Stan Gordon] 

LIGHT STAYS DRY 

A light ball or various light balls, which annoy drivers and farm people 

in the south of SWA/Namibia is apparently a well-known phenomenon for 

those who know that part of the country. 

After it was reported on Monday in the REPUBLIKEIN that a so-called 

"light ball" "sucked" a farm dam dry on the farm Gomaub-South in the 

district of Hoachana, various people had possible explanations for 
it. 

One retired farmer told how at one stage, water disappeared out of 

his farm dam. He said that later he found out that the water had returned 

up the supply pipe as a vacuum had formed. 

According to the owner of the concerned farm, Mr. Hannes Voges, last 

Sunday night his wife, Caty, saw how a light ball dived into the farm 

dam. The next day, the dam, which was full the previous evening, was 

bone dry, with not a sign that the water leaked out somewhere. 

And Wednesday night, a farm worker saw how the 1 ight ball emptied three 

farm dams. Apparently it dives into the dam and then disappears. 

According to Mr. Voges, someone from Windhoek will be investigating 
the phenomenon. 

City and country of incident: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Date of incident: October 12 [?], 1985 

Name of paper and date of clip: ZERO HORA, October 12, 1985 

City and country of newspaper: [City Unknown], Brazil 

[CREDIT: YUFOS - TRANSLATION CREDIT: Wendelle Stevens] 

A strange object with intense brilliance was seen late in the morning 

in the direction of the south Atlantic by hundreds of residents of 

the city of Rio de Janeiro. The object, which appeared in the sky, 

was observed for 20 minutes, beginning at 10:55, according to a telephone 

call originating from the Casino resort to Radio Cultural Riograndina. 

It fell into the sea some distance from the coast. The oceanographic 

base of the fundacao Universidad de Rio Grande (FURG), according to 

the Sector Chief, Clovis Alt, was not officially informed of the apparit­

ion nor of its supposed submergence in the sea. Only the local news 

reaching the base made possible an attempt to localize the object. 

Lenira Amaral--who is president of the municipal Animal Protective 

Society--affirmed having been one of the persons to see the object 

and she irrmediately communicated it to the fire Department Conmander 

of the V Naval District. Merely in the rua Marcille Dias, in the 

Municipal District, more than 150 people came out of their houses and 

witnessed the spectacle. Cars stopped in various sectors of Rio Grande 

(to observe). Lenira Amaral and her husband, Edson Amaral, noticed 

details of the object which descended vertically toward the ground 

at slow velocity, permitting ample vision. The object was initially 

seen over the Municipal District at a size of SO centimeters more or 

less, growing larger as the distance to the ground diminished. Lenira 

Amaral said that the strange object rotated around its axis and was 

oval-shaped. The rotating movement could be distinguished with binoc­

ulars, including beacons of red and green as well as other colors, 

and a weak yellow light. After 25 minutes over the urban zone of Rio 

Grande, the people noticed that the object began to move horizontally 

toward the north. In Casino, a resident affirmed having seen the object 

submerge in the sea. 

Near the end of the day, after contact with the National Institute 

of Meteorology of the Ministry of Agriculture, in Porto Alegre, the 

Rio Grande Station Chief, Luis felipe Constantino folho, denied suggest­

ions that the object seen was a balloon of the Institute, saying that 

altitude sondes were only sent up in the region to the northeast. 

The Conmander of the V Naval District was informed, but his action 

was restricted to lifesaving at sea. The Embratel coastal station 

in Rio Grande remained on watch for the possibility of distress signals. 

The investigator Sadi Soares Siedler, ex-collaborator with the Conselho 

Nacional do Aeronautics e Espacio (CNAE), declared later that night 

that, "As we are launching sondes to other planets, others might also 

be launching them toward us." Soares Siedler also said that the object, 

by changing its course, could have been commanded or even remotely 

controlled and may be a case for study by "Ufology," a science which 

studies unidentified flying objects. 

City and country of incident: Zagreb, Yugoslavia 

Date of incident: January 1, 1986 
Name of paper and date of clip: GLOS SZCZECINSKI, January 5, 1986 

City and country of newspaper: Szczecin, Poland 

[CREDIT: Lech Galicki] 

UFO OVER ZAGREB 

BELGRAOC (PAP). - A group of unidentified flying objects appeared over 

Zagreb, Yugoslavia, last Wednesday evening. According to the statements 

of some eyewitnesses, the objects were oval-shaped, moving soundlessly 
and with great velocity. Their brightness was light yellow and they 

left a green traii behind them. 

The event was confirmed by a captain of a West German airliner flying 

to the Near East. Three minutes later, Captain fred Hanmer informed 

radar control station that he had seen 6 unidentified flying objects 

at 20 kilometers [32.19 miles] distance from the town and at a height 

of over 10,000 meters. They were moving in formation with a velocity 

four or five times the speed of sound in the medium. The UfOs were 

also seen by the co-pilot and navigator of the airplane. 

their radio location devices did not detect their presence. 

However, 

City and country of incident: Dalarna Region, Morgardshammar, Sweden 

Date of incident: february 13, 1986 
Name of paper and date of clip: DALA-DEMOKRATEN, february 14, 1986 

City and country of newspaper: falun, Sweden 

[CREDIT: Erik fredriksson] 

SHINING WHITE BALL IN THE HORNING HEAVENS 

"first I didn't believe my eyes. Not until I woke my wife and we were 

both able to establish the truth and nothing false. At last we were 

also able to see such a lighted object as we have read that many others 

have observed. for more than half an hour, we stood and looked at 
at the object before it flamed up and disappeared." That was the story 

told by Soren Wetterskog from Vinsbo in Morgardshanmar concerning the 

light phenomenon which he and his wife witnessed at 04:00-04:30 on 

Thursday morning, february 13. 

Lighted ball 

He described the object as a very brightly lighted white ball, sometimes 

flaming up, which went ahead and backwards over the horizon in the 

North. "We also used binoculars, but only saw a big lighted ball and 

it was too far away to have any idea about the form of the object." 

It is 10 kilometers up to Borlange and Soren is sure there must be 

plenty of others who saw the object. 

City and country of incident: Dalarna Region, Hedemora, Sweden 

Date of incident: January 9, 1986 

Name of paper and date of clip: FALU-KURIREN, february 14, 1986 

City and country of newspaper: falun, Sweden 

[CREDIT: Erik fredriksson] 

INGRID DON'T BELIEVE HER EYES - SHE SAW A LIGHTED OBJECT 

"I have not believed so much in that. 

who have told me they have seen something. 

that was why I was able to see it." 

I have always laughed at all 

I never believed it. Perhaps 

And now Ingrid Wedberg doesn't know what to believe. The night before 

January 10, she saw something confusing in the heavens. It was something 

which varied from standing still to moving up and down, and which at 
once disappeared very rapidly. 

Green light 

The thing Ingrid observed was like a bus with green light from a big 

square window. Above there was a black body and on the top was a lighted 

knob. Under the object, she saw flames of fire when it was moving. 

It looked like a cheese-dish cover with some flames underneath. "I 

have never seen anything like that before. At first, I thought it 

was an airplane, but I remembered the time. It was at 2:00 A.M. January 
lOth." 

She could not sleep and was observing a green light through the window 

in the bedroom. "I thought it was my neighbor doing something." What 

she saw through the window caused her to go to the front yard and look 

with binoculars. The night was cold and starlit. "There was no sound, 

it was really silent. It was 29 degrees below zero. I was both curious 

and fascinated, just looking at the object, and didn't feel the cold." 

Right to the South 

Ingrid Wedberg observed the object right to the south from the yard 

in Skonsbo. To that direction is only wood and field. When the object 

went away, it disappeared toward Soderbarke. "As I observed the light, 

it came from northwest to south over our house." 
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• FORTEANA NEWS 

An Auckland scientist, 
using tide tables and com­
puters in his lunchtime, 
has put forward an extra­
ordinary new theory of 
Stonehenge, the mysteri· 
ous "British prehistoric 
monument. 

The researcher. Mr David 
Beach, believes the Salisbury 
Plain ~tructure is actually an 
uncannily precise tide predic· 
tor. 

He assert<; that ancient 
Britons used information 
Stonehenge gave them to 
cross the English Channel 
safely in tiny boats that might 
otherwise have been swept 
away by surging currents. 

His theory rests on complex 
astronomical analysis. calcu­
lations of the tilt of the moon's 
orbit and a rare conjunction 
Of lunar infklences that OC· 
curred when Stonehenge took 
shape . - circumstances that 
had not happened for 1500 
years and would not reappear 

_ for a further I 500 or so years. 
The set or events, Mr Beach 

argues, laid down a new pat · 
tern of British culture. 

lowest tides. Mr Beach main· 
tains. 

With this knowledge. Con­
tinental tribes crossed the 
channel in mao;s human waves 
almost 5000 years ago. 

Mr Beach says his Stone­
henge theory. based on the 
time or the monument's con­
struction around 2800 BC. con­
firms archaeological evidence 
or the rise or a new culture in 
Britain from that time. 

His startling conclusiort<; 
were reached after trips to 
Stonehenge during his years 
in Britain and freetime hours 
in Auckland on computer key­
boards grappling with calcula· 
lions and lunar data. 

It offers a scientific alld 
cultural solution to the ex­
posed windswept monoliths. 

"People always have a 
reason for doing something.~ 
he said. "I say the Stonehenge 
people had a good hard 
motivation, something more 
than the spiritual explanations 
or classical <:~rch<Jeological 
theory ." 

Scienn• reporter 
ANDHr:li' STONE on a 
reYolut iunary new 
answer to a centuries-

old puzzle. 

the Stonehenge mystery, 
taking precise measurement'>. 
excavating under its massive 
stone structures and marvell· 
ing at the engineering skills of 
the Neolithic and Bronze Age 
cultures which built it. 

Bul, according to David 
Beach. who heads a research 
section in the Auckland indus­
trial development division or 
the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, no 
one has hit on a theory as 
simple and fundamentally 
basic as his in which all the 
puzzle pieces fall into place. 

The key to his explanation 
is not the sarsen rock pillars 
which form a ring and horse­
shoe and feature on every 
tourist postcard of Stone­
henge, but the barely re­
cognisable bank which circles 
the familiar stone centre. 

The circular mound and the 
56 Aubrey Holes or pits inside 
it form Stonehenge I. It was 
built. carbon dating shows. be­
tween 2600 and 2900 BC. 

Associated with the struc­
ture. but lying 50m away and 
m<Jrking a point on the hori­
zon, is the 25 tonne Heelstone. 
It is the only rock connected 
with Stonehenge I. 

Mr Beach ... "how many coincidcnc<'S do you 
want?" 

From the position of the 
moon - the celestial body 
which influences tides -
communities near the re­
markable circle or stone could 
determine with great accur­
acy the time or weakest and 

Stonehenge. wh1ch attract<; 
thousands or curious tourists 
each year. is a historic<JI 
puzzle. Elaborate theories for 
its construction have ranged 
from its role as <Jn eclipse 
predictor to a temple for sky 
worship. 

Scholar9 have mulled over 
The tribe who made it were 

called Windmill Hill people. 

By DA VJD Ji1NCH of 
Reutel"' 

NEW YORK. - Tbe next time 
Halley' a C4met •wiDe• put earth in 
2061, utrooauta may be waitina in 
apace to hitch a ride Into tbe 
furtheat realona of the aolar 
syatem. 

Altronomer Carl Sap.n firmly 
bellevea in tbe feaalbillty of ualna 
cometa for apace travel on a kind ol 
httchhtker'a ride throuah the 
ploy. 

"They're juat ley, rocky objecta," 
he explained. "lt'a not beyond our 
technk:ai capability rtaht now to 
laDd on a comet ud ride it throuah 
·~-" Of coune, tt ta advtuble to wait 
untll tbe comet hu flntabed career· 
inl arolllld tbe IWl, which melts tbe 
tee ud aeDda vapour and dull 
spart1q mtWou of ldlometrea into 
apace u tailt. 

"I would recommeDd a reDdez­
voua in tbe viclntty of Jupiter," 
Squ aatd, notinc that by tben tbe 
tee would have frozen apln and tbe 
comet would have repined ita 
atabWty. 

Sap.n llated a holt of advantqea 
for mankind lD u1l.q comets u a 
·~ vehicle, in putjcular tbe 
preaeace of water aDd useful min· 
eralt, not to mention more room for 
utrooauta to atretch tbllr leaa. 

"Nature hu ldndly provided 
comet• u a ldDd of way station in 
apace," be aald. "All tbe neceaatttea 
to aultaiD utronauta durtna a 
arud tour of tbe aolar ayatem are 
provided by comets." 

Frozen water wu a major plua 
provtdlna drtnldna water and 
molecule• for creattna breathable 
alr aDd rocket fuel, be aatd. 

"You caJI jult land on a comet, 
ahovel tee lDto your electrolytic 
machine aDd, lo aDd behold, you 
have water aDd alr." 

Cometa aiiO contain orpnic 
molecule• for aartculture and 
btoloatc:al enaineertna, and metal 
ore for manulacturtna. 

Many comeu are certainty bta 
enouah and - except for roundlna 
tbl taD - autrlclently stable for a 
aafe landlna, be added. Halley' a, for 
example, wlilcb hu returned after 
a 76-year trip . throqh apace, 11 
about lOkm wide. 

Furthermore, tbere are ao many 
cometa that man could do a com­
plete cl.n:ult on one of tbe short· 
period cometa that return every 
five or alx yean, or travel a certain 

~'=' ~ ~C:be~:_wttch to a 
"Ill otber words, we could leap­

froa from comet to comet," Sapo 
muaed. 

Sap.n la not tbe flnt peraon to 

advocate using comets u apace 
transportation. An 18th-century 
German astronomer, J. ll Lambert, 
once dreamed of ustos comets as 
"travelling globes, peopled witb 
astronomers" observtng nature on 
a liU'Ie acale. 

In 1752 Voltaire sounded a simi· 
tar theme In hia book Micromegas 
in wbicb: "A comet passed quite 
near . . . so they sprang upon it 
together with their servants and 
their instruments." 

Jules Verne twice conjured up 
stories of travel on a comet in 
Hector Servadac and Off on a 
Comet written in tbe late 19th 
century. 

In his recently-pubUshed book 
Comet, written with his wife Ann 
Dnlyan, Saaan said one day we 
miaht be able to alter the orbits of 
comets, to perk them near earth for 
mining their minerals or to provide 
a manoeuvrable spacecraft. 

He wrote that "we wtU one day 
set out to explore the trans­
Piutonlan spaces, and it ~111 make 
sen5e to refuel on the comets. Tbey 
would stUI be steppl.ns stones to tbe 
stars. 

"Pierhaps eventually comets wtU 
themselves be converted into 
spaceships bound for otber star 
systems . .. - NZPA-Reuter. 

LONDON, Wc:dnesday. -Technically he should be 
more at home m doublet and hose than alongside a 
floppy disc, but that hasn't stopped Thomas Harden 
from finding a new home. 

Oxford-educated Harden died in the 1500s and 
according to an economics teacher from Cheshire he 
is busy haunting a micro-computer. 

The Society for Psychical Research is investigating 
the case, but remains sceptical and of the view that 
some inventive hacker is at work. 

Teacher Ken Webster who owns the micro­
computer, said The Mail on Sunday, was also rather 
cynical about the whole affair, but after 150 messages 
from Thomas is now not so sure. 

Mr Webster says Harden sends his messages on the 
computer screen in 16th century English and so far all 
of his communicated facts have proved to be 
historically correct. 

Harden refers to the 20th century piece of 
technology as a "leems boyste," or light box, and 
generally asks questions about the present day. 

The MaU on Sunday's research shows there was a 
. Titomas Harden who was dean of the Brassenose 
College Chapel at Oxford. 

He wu expelled in the 1530s for refusing to remove 
the pope's name from prayer books at a time when 
~t~ci~~I was carrying out his purge on 

Harden settled for a quiet fanning life in Cheshire. 
The MaU on Sunday sought a conunent from Harden 

via the computer and received this reply: 
"Myne cooke saithe I shall repent for myne 

adventure and that it will come to foul issue, but 
methinka she be yelowe and tolde her soe." - : 
NZPA-AAP. 

The structure, Mr Beach 
says. is an astronomical obser· 
vatory and it told the Stone­
henge people how the moon 
was affecting the tide. 

The Aubrey Holes were dug 
to keep track of the lunar 
apogee. Mr Beach believes. 
The apogee is when the moon 
is farthest from the earth and 
therefore causes the weakest 
tides. 

Although they did not know 
it, the Windmill Hill people 
had a simple lunar calendar. 
With it, they could count off 
every seventh quarter moon 
which defined a period of 
extra low tides. 

From sightings through a 
gap in a bank over the north­
east horizon, Windmill Hill 
groups could determine the 
moon's apogee as it rose 
above the English Channel. 

Post-holes in the Stone­
henge gap were placed at 
precise azimuths or bearings 
from true north . Mr Beach 's 
computer told him the Wind· 
mill Hill azimuths were 
almost a perfect match to 
actual moonrise bearings. 

And his calculations also 
revealed that three critical 
apogees. spanning 350 years. 
marked times of exception­
ally low tides. circumstances 
that coincided once in a pro· 
verbial blue moon. 

Mr Beach said : "I maintain 
they knew what they were 
looking for. They learned 
from Stonehenge about mini­
mum tidal currents. and Con· 
tinental tribes used the 
knowledge to cross the chan­
nel safely. Any other time and 
they would be carried away 
on tidal rips." 

He believes the cyc li ca l 
coincidences · th e 
midwinter moon. the tilt o r its 
orbit and the <tpogee po5i tion 
- are beyond re<Jso na ble 
doubt. 

" How many coi ncidences 
do you wanP" Mr Beach osks . 

"Every single component in 
my theory backs my <J~se rt io n 
that Stonehenge peo pl e 
wanted to predict th e safest 
time to cross the Channel. 

"I think we tend to overlook 
clever explanations for Stone­
henge because we regard the 
ancient people as simple a nd 
primitive. 

"But they were just as 
clever then as we are today­
it is just their technology that 
was cruder. Smart people 
built Stonehenge and they 
knew what they were doing ... 

Stonehenge . Mr Bea ch 
noted. was a long way from 
the coast and might seem en· 
tirelv unsuita ble as a tide­
pred-icting s it e . But fe<ttures or 
the site mad e it quite appro­
priate - the horizon was level 
<Jnd treeless. the view was 
clear. nearby land sloped 
awav to clenr winter mist~ 
<tnd ·it was far enough from 
sea to <:~void the notorious 
English "pea-sou per." 

He fi!1't outlined his theory 
in the journal Nature in 1977. 
The article caused barely a 
ripple in the Stonehenge in­
dustry. 

Since then. he h<Js con­
firmed the moonrise azimuthS 
and round the stunning con­
nections with the actual bear­
ings - the critical apogees 
which mark the beginning of a 
new British culture from 
across the English Channel. 

Mr Beach has prepared a 
manuscript on computin~ 
Stonehenge and is trying 1D 
find a publisher. In Decem­
ber. he will outline histneory 
<Jt the annual conference or 
the New Zealand Institute of 
Ph:>sic.'>. 
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~: K. Hanohano 

Horse killings 
puzzle deputies 

YELM, Thurston County -
The killing of two regi~tered 
horses and the mutilation of one 
of them <1mtinues to puzzle Thur­
stcm County sheriff~ deputies. 

"It is the first real ca~ of 
killing and mutilation in recent 
history in Thurston County," 
Chief Criminal Deputy Neil 
McCinnahan said yesterday. 

"We are keeping an open mind 
... on it being the work of a 
AAtanic cult, a ca.~ of revenge or 
something else, he added." 

Gary Moon, owner of the 
\'Parling stallions, found the dead 
animnls Thursday in a field near 
his horne after being awakened by 
n ('ommotion created by another 
of his horses, McClanahan said. 

The throat.c; of the horse.q - a 
quarter horse and an appaloOsa -
had heen cut, and blood had been 
scattered around the field by the 
animals before they died. 

The genitals of the appaloosa 
had been removed, McClanahan 
said. Hi~ other four horses weren't 
hanned. Moon · lives in the Bald 
Hills nrea near Yelm. 

A fell(·e bordering the field 
where the dead hon;es were found 
had lwcn cut, McClanahan said. 

"He (Moon) thinks he fright­
enro off the perpetrators," the 
deputy added. 

M<"Cianahan said investigators 

00 

have conferred with Ma.c;on Coun­
ty and Pierce County authorities 
about the attacks. There were two 
cnses of cattle mutilations in 
MaROn County last year, he said. 

A series of horse mutilations 
aiM occurred in Pierce County in 
the late 1970s, said Pierce County 
sheriffs Lt. Jeff Edmunds, but he 
added they weren't similar. 

"The ca.c;eR we had, the hon;es 
were not attacked or killed," 
Edmunds said "OurR were left 
with no visible trauma. Some had 
suffered exces..c;ive bleeding and 
had to be destroyed. But they 
were left standing, like they were 
sedated." 

· gdmunds alRO said investiga­
torR had been unable to link any 
cult activity to the earlier ho~ 
mutilations, although he Mid 
there is some cult activity that 
police know about in the Puget 
Sound area. 

Ahout 100 residents of south· 
em Pierce County met in Span­
away in October 1984 to di~uRS 
horse mutilations in that area. It 
was contended at the meeting that 
there had been 28 horses sexually 
mutilated in the area over a period 
of 10 years. 

Ht-sident.~ Raid ttsat fearR the 
at tack~ were part of an occult 
ritual had kept many people quiet 
about the mutilations. 
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HORIZONS 

Design 
for living 
H

OW DID life begin? Are we 
humans here for a purpose? How 
and why did the universe come 
into being? These are questions 

whit:h have exercised the human mind 
ever since our distant ancestors devel­
oped the capacity to reflect on human 
existence. Answers to these questions 
are contained in the mythology associ­
ated with each of the great religious 
traditions. 

Modern science has challenged and 
overturned many of the traditional 
answers. The biblical story of a six-day 
creation which gave rise to all the known 
forms of life only a few thousand years 
ago has been replaced for most West­
erners by the theory of biological evolu­
tion over some three billion years . 

It is true that some debate still lingers 
on between evolutionists and creation­
ists, but the latter are usually dismissed 
by the former on the grounds that their 
commitment to the "revealed truth" of 
the Bible has blinded them to the revela­
tions of science. 

Creationists, on the other hand, often 
complain that the Darwinian account of 
biological evolution is no longer treated 
as a theory only, but has become ac­
cepted in the scientific world as a proven 
fact. Indeed, they say it has been ac­
corded the status of a dogma which is not 
to be questioned, and this by the very 
people who scorn the dogmas of others. 

In this particular complaint the crea­
tionists have recently been claiming an 
ally in the person of the very distin­
guished physicist and astronomer , Sir 
Fred Hoyle, who in his book The lntelli-

ARKANSAS GAZEITE, Little Rock, AR - lt:>v. 29, 1985 
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gent Universe completely rejects the 
Darwinian theory of origins, especially in 
its dependence on the law of natural 
selection operating in a context of 
random variations. 

Though Hoyle may seem at first to be 
something of a maverick in the scientific 
world, any likeness between his approach 
and that of traditional creationists very 
quickly disappears. Hoyle is not a Chris­
tian and says he is unlikely to become 
one. It is solely on scientific grounds that 
he has concluded the Darwinian theory is 
wrong and impossible to sustain in the 
light of present knowledge. 

Hoyle does not dispute the fact that 
the rich diversity of life on this planet 
points to an ongoing evolving process. 
The two chid points he asserts in con­
trast with the commonly accepted ac­
count of evolution are that life (in its 
simplest form) did not originate on earth 
and that neither it nor its subsequent 
complex forms can be explained solely on 
the basis of mindless change. 

Drawing on the current state of know­
ledge in sub-atomic physics, microbiol­
ogy, cosmology and other disciplines, 
Hoyle sketches a picture of the inter­
relatedness of the universe at various 
levels. He sees the billions of comets as 
the messengers between the stars and 
their satellites . 

The universe, according to Hoyle, is 
simply teeming with micro-organisms, 
but only very rarely are they deposited 
on a celestial home which provides the 
conditions congenial to their further de­
velopment. There they build themselves 
into ever more complex living forms. 
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Scientologists expect to weather disclosure 
about interplanetary despot 

LOS ANGEL~ (UPI)- Publica­
tion of secret documents blamin~ 
the world's troubles on an inter­
planetary tyrant named Xemu has 
hPid the Church of Scientology up 
to public ridicule. 

But church officials insist the 
disclosure will leave no long-term 
scars, and they predict the contro­
versial organization will continue 
t.o gain members and prosper. 

"We have found whenever we 
have been attacked in court, we 
continue to grow and expand," 
Rev . Ken Hoden, head of the 
church in California, said. 

"We are trying to tell the world 
about who we are," he said. "If 
anything, what is happening only 
makes our conviction stronger." 

Church leaders vow to fight to 
prevent further release of secret 
scriptures in ongoing courtroom 
battles with opponents they say 
are attacking the Scientology reli­
gion. 

Founded 31 years ago and 
Ins pired by the writings of L. Ron 
Hubbard , Scientology now says it 
has a worldwide membership of 6 
million, including about 70,000 in 
Southern California, with some 

600 ml86ions and churches in 35 
countries. 

The church promotes the bene­
fits of reaching one's full potential 
through methods described in 
Hubbard's 1950 book "Dianetics: 
The Modern Science of Mental 
Health." Although the book Is a ba­
sic text of the religion, much of the 
sect's dogma, Including Xemu's 
role In world history, has been a 
closely guarded secret. 

But this month, the Lo8 Angeles 
Times obtained church tracts, 
called "upper-level technology," 
that chronicle Xemu 's activities. 

In subsequent articles, the Times 
said those tracts trace many of 
mankind's troubles to a time 75 
million years ago when earth, then 
called Teegeeach, was one of 90 
planets ruled by Xemu . 

According to the tracts, Xemu, 
fighting galactic overpopulation, 
ordered humans and beings from 
other planets captured and placed 
in several large volcanoes. The an­
cient tyrant then ordered thermo­
nuclear attacks on the volcanoes. 
That killed the beings, but freed 
their spirits, which then were un­
leashed to perpetuate problems for 

succeeding generations of humans. 
Scientology's goal is to help Its 

followers rid themselves of those 
same evil spirits. 

R<>v. Heber Jentzsch, head of the 
worldwide organization, said Sci­
<>ntology guides its followers along 
' 'that path of wisdom that helps 
man" reach "total freedom as a 
spiritual being." 

Mr . .Jentzsch suggested in a tele­
phone interview that Scientology's 
nearest religious relative would be 19 
a form of Buddhism. But he said 

(continued on page 20) 
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the church ust>s an eight-pointed 
cross and cl<'rkal garb because 
"Scientolojzy believes in the three­
fold path of Christ." 

Others, indudin~ those now su­
ing the church in Los Angeles 
courts, hav<' other opinions. 

Larry Woll<'rsh<'im quit tht· 
('hureh in 1980 afwr 11 years of 
membership. He later sued for $2!') 
million, contending he was d<'­
frauded and emotionally damag('d 
by multilevel counseling that 
promise-d greater intellect, supt>r­
natural powers and success in 
business. 

His suit contends he SJ)('nt at 
least $60,000 in his quest for t'n­
lightenment and that church mem­
bf>rs broke up his marria~e -

One of his attorneys , LRta 
Schlosser. said Wollersheim is not 
out to destroy the church . "II<' has 
said he just wants justir<' ," sh<' 
said . 

The Scientologists ar<' und<'r at­
tack on another front. facing a 
challenge from a breakaway fac­
tion. 

David Mayo two years ago 
opened his own Sci<'ntology-based 
church at Santa Barbara, Cal.. call­
ing it the Advanced Abilities Cen­
ter . 

He said he soured on the original 
church because it billed followers 
$800 an hour for counseling. He 
said he charges no more than $I 00 
an hour for his new, improved ver­
sion . 

The legal di~putes heated up 1\o­
vember I when Superior Court 
Judge Alfred Margolis decided to 
open the file in Wollersheim 's law ­
suit, including the upper-level ma­
tRrial , the following Monday . 

An estimated 1,500 Scientolog­
ists jammed the court clerk's office 
on the designated day , blocking 
outsiders from getting copies of 
the files . Judge Margolis then sus­
pended public access to the file 
and left future decisions in the 
case to the judge hearing the trial. 

Say materials stolen 

Scientology attorneys also ac­
cused Wollersheim, his attorneys 
and psychiatric experts in a fed ­
eral court suit of having conspired 
with Mayo to obtain the secret ma­
terials from people who had stolen 
them from a Scientology church in 
Denmark two years ago. 

Wollersheim has not specified 
where he got his copy of the mate­
rial , but said it did not come from 
thieves. 

Mayo also denied an allegation 
he received the documents from 
thieves. He said he wrote 95 per 
cent of the upper-level material 
during his years as a close associ­
ate of Hubbard. He also sa1d ·he 
" reconstructed and Improved" the 
teachings after leaving the fold. 

F0ST-INI'ELLIGEKm, Seattle, WA - lEe. 2, 1985 

Two Bigfoot searchers pay 
beastly price for persisting 
By Ed Penhale 
P-1 Reporter 

The monster never leaves 
Hene Dahinden and Grover 
Krantz. It's there when they 
wttke up. there when thev go to 
slet!p. · 

Over the years, the mom;ter 
has co.-.;t them m~t of the money 
they ever had. It has dan1~tged 
Dahinden's family life and 
Krantz's reputation: 

Sasquatch. Bigfoot. 
Oahinden split from his wife 

a~d two kids in 1967 to punme 
hts only real passion - the 
elusive Sasquatch, as the hairy 
beast is known. 

Kra~tz's refusal to let go of 
the notiOn the creature exists 
may h~tve nearlv ruined his 
career at Washington State Uni­
versity. 

A meager living 
As a legend, the Bigfoot story 

has made millions for film­
makers. book publishers and con 
men. But t1·ying to prove that 
the story i~ true! hu not led t:o 

Crook, 45, got hooked oa 
Sasquatch searching nearly 30 
years ago while camping near 
what is now the Woodinville 
area. "I sighted a hairy giant in 
the light of a campfire," he said. 
"It wasn't a bear. It was more 
like a human being. I've been 
looking for a SIUIQuatch ever 
since." 

Like Dahinden, Crook baa no 
permanent job. What employer 
would put up with fellows who 
have to drop everything when 
anyone sees a supposed BWoot 
print or hears what some nave 
described as the hair-raising "Y· 
e-e-e T-e-e-e" cry of the Sa. 
quatch. 

Dahinden now owm 51 per· 
cent of rights to a film allepdly 
of a S88Quatch strolling down 
Bluff Creek in Northern Califor· 
nia in 1967. Bob Gimlin and the 
la4! Roger Patterson, Sasquatch 
hunters from Yakima, had heard 
about Bigfoot prinUI in the area 

~-..-...a......--.......;;.;.;loi.lo,.,~:;_....:........:..:.....;..~~~~ and were loak•nt fw a Saquatcb 
when Patterson captured one on 

riches for Dahinden and Krantz. Grover Krantz displays a cast of a footprint made in 1982 
After 30 years of ~arching 

film for 24 seconds. 

for Sasquatch, Dahinden, a at the scene of a reported Bigfoot sighting in Oregon. Infrared sensor 
sf:Oek.Y Swiss immigrant with "K . , . Th . . 1 Dahinden believes the film is 
p1ercmg blue eyes, lives alone in rantz lsn.~ a ~1entist; he's . e provmcta government of a real Sasquatch and thinks it 
an aging house trailer at the a men~) case, satd Dahinden, reJected the proposal, but a star would become one of the most 
Vancouver, B.C., Gun Club. At who beheves that the footprints was born. . important films ever made if 
age 54, he earns a meager living found after former forest range; . The eye,~tness re.ports of somebody would just bring back 
by selling back to the club the Pa~l Fn;eman . reported seeing a Btgfoot or his tracks m North a body 
spent shot he seJ>arates from the ha1ry want m the Umatilla America run into the thousands A d. • B' . bod 
muddy bog outside the skeet- National Forest on June 10 and date back to the 1700s. d n Its a Jgf<?Ot · y, 
shooting circle. 1982, are fakes. ' Northern California Oregon ecayed or otherwise, that 

K h k h Waaht'ngton and Bn'tt!sh Colum~ 
1
Krantz wants to find. He recent· 

Krantz, f>3, ean-u; $:27,000 a rantz as ta en t e foot- ..., I ked d $ 000 ~ 
year ru; a prof~o;or of physical pt;nt casts to fingerprint experts bia are considered the best place ~ P .unk. . 

0~ lO, . or 
anthropology at WSU, but he with .the FBI and other polic·e to try to find the creature. teat-see mg mfr eq~thmt:"t 
figures that du1ing the past 15 agt:nc1es ar. ound the country. He Krantz estimates that "a hat he plans ~0 ta.ke Wit ~ 

I - _. I b little )""'" than half' of' the oBn. a plane he II hue to cru~~~e 
years his hunt for Bigfoot has t' a1ms m1xeu resu ts ut con- .....,., ..4'. 
cost him $100,000. And that cedes that the f<'BI agents reports are con jobs or figments 

16
'
00

t country. 
includel5 wages lost ~ause his wouldn't sa.v the footprints are of tiOmebody's imagination. It'~> . "The a~in~als (Sasquatch) are 
promotion to full profes...;or was real. . . the rest of them that drive him gomg to d1e m the Winter more 
delayed, he contend~;, b.v some When. '.t comes ~o. huntmg on. than any other time," said 
colleagu~ who rtgarded his Sa.-.;- down H1gf~t - kJihng ~me, "Do you think that if the Krantz, explaining his high-tech 
quatch ret;tarch a.o; unprofes..o;ion- ~ho~ographmg the beast or JUst Sasquatch does not exist, there is approach. "They're 'oing to 
al. fmchng some bones- the ~rious a conspiracy of people going freeze and in the spnng thaw 

Ro~rt Littlewood . chairman stalkers believe that first prize is around faking tracks?" said Da- t~ey s~art rotting, and rotting 
of the WSU anthropology dt·· the only p1;ze. hinden. "That's just stupid." will ~a1se the temperature sub-
part men t, "If you ask around," said . Bigfoot, however, has done stanttally. 
says Krantz ' Oahinden, "you'll find that I'm a httle to ket::P it~ leget:~d alive Bones of contention 
has carried nice guy, but I'm also very nasty. lately. Standmg s1x to e1ght feet . 
out his Sas- You have to be. This is not a nice tall and weighing 600 to BOO But Kra!ltz s~ll en~urages 
quatch rf'- game .... I want to be the guy pounds, the elusive Sasquatch ~unte.~ to ktll a Bigfoot, 1~ they 
search in a who finds it. I want to get the b~et;d has left behind few prints can. ~y sy~tem of find~g .a 
professional glorv." of tts monstrous 16-inch feet body With an mfrared machine IS 
manner. hut Krantz claims no interest in during the past co~ple of years. by no means guaranteed." 
he dest·ribed l'Ompetition. . "It's been real !>low," said The fact that no Bigfoot 
Krantz as It " I win no matter who finds Cliff Crook, who runs Bigfoot bones or teeth ever have been 
lone wolf it," he said. "I've stuck my neck ~ntral, a Sasquatch investiga- found doesn't. seem te bother 
who has tuk- out so f~tr in the scientific world t1on report center in Seattle. Sasquatch believers. They say 
en unortho- that I get publicity whoever There may have been sightings that any experienced woodarnan 
dox po,;ition,; Rene finds it.'' that have ~one unreported by ~ows that bones of animals that 
not only on Dahinden Bigfoot books people afraid to go public be- d1e natural deaths seldom are 
Bigfuut l>Ut The searc.h fuca Bigfoot-type cam~e they'd be \llbeted as weir- found before predators swallow 
on other subjt•t:ts in his fil:'ld . l'rea ture, a phenomenon related dos hy their friends, he said. them up. 
Oahinden and Krantz aren't the to the .veti or abominable snow- "If I hadn't taken the photo- Krantz believes that Sas· 

-------------------lonly Sa..;quatch huntt·r,;, hut th~_v man lt·gends of the Himalayas, graphs, I w~~uld. have keJ.>,t my quatches probably have been 
probably aretl>le most aetive, tlw has attracted the interest of mouth s~ut, ~·d Stev~ Samp- shot and killed by hunters in the 

STI\R, Auckland, New zealand 
Jan. 13, 1986 rn: R. Collyns 

NZ settled by 
whites ·· .(ir.st, 
says expert 

By CLAIRE LOGAN speak of a white-skinned 

An Australian ar- ~~~ ~':'1an~t!}~~ ~~= 
c~eo10iJst who believes coming of the first Poly­
Middle East explo~ers nesian explorers 
~d~~re7~:Z: "Who were. t~se. mys-
Jand will viait here next terious whtte-skmned 
month to prove his theory. ~g~:?of ~r:.rW:li~d:;: 

New South Wales r&- Aryan culture which es­
searcher Rex Gilroy says tablished itself in the 
the Pacific region was Pacific Islands and Aus­
colonised by ancient Mid- tralia centuries before?" 
die East explorers from he asked. 
the Indo-f.rr.an civilisa- Definitely not, says Au­
tion who built enormous ckland District Maori 
wooden ships for trade Council chairman Ranai 
and mineral-seekina Walker, who has rub-
vovaaes. bished the theory. 

He points to evidence of 
rock inscriptions and 
stone structures in New 
Zealand which he believea 
proves his theory 

Mr Gilroy also believes 
Maori leaends which 

The " white-skinned 
folk" are Patupaiarehe or 
fairies. 

"All tribal people have 
)eiJ~S of fairy folk but it 
hu nothiniJ to do with his 
theory," said Dr Walker. 

mo~>t earnest and tlw mc~-.;t vo('al n·scardwr,.; around the world tiOn, an Eatonville weldmg com- past. 
in trying to convince tht· world hut tlw Sasquatch has bee~ pany. owner. He was out bow "If they got to the bod and 
the creature exi>'ts . studied the most in North Amer- h,un~mg a week before last looktld at it, they prJbabl 

T.hcy have that in c·on1mon, wa. Christm!LS when he found what thought they killed a valuabl~ 
but httle t'be. Dahinden savs he and John he be~leves were . Sa~>qu.atch animal that belonged to some-

Dahinden hates S('it·ntists. t;reen, a B1itish 'columbia news· t~acks 111 the Olympic NatJOnal body -a research institution­
Kranl£, a ,.;('ientist, thinks he man who wrote several booluf for~t. . . or a very deviant human beinl!" 
knows whv . about the Sasquatch, made Big4 Each footp.nnt was 1.6 mches he said. "In either case the/~ 

"He o.penl ,v admits he lives foot part of the North American slohnog,edsev~4n . mhchest·.dw1.?Ie a
1
n
1
d in trouble, so they shut ~p about 

for the Sasquatch," Krantz said culture. ' w a ,, -mc s n e. rea y it " 
of Dahindcn. "He altiO knows " I would say that Bigf()()t had to stretch out to keep up · 
that when the Sasquatch is created a minimum of a hundred with them," he said. Single-track mind 
proven to exist . the scientists will million dollars, largely in the Sampson photographed the 
move in and tak~ over and Rene movie industry, starting back prints in the snow with his 
Dahinden is dead. He'll be with 'The Legend of Boggy Polaroid camera and then found 
shoved aside." Creek' back in 1972 .... Now some witnesses - a married 

Dahinden believes that the every kid in every school at on~ couple looking for a Christmas 
scientific community never has time or another talks or writes tree - who were spooked by 
given Bigfoot a fair sh11ke. about Sasquatch," he said. what they saw. 

"Those people t.hould be Dahinden said he was in Sampson said two other 
fired. They art' not &·ientists HarritiOn Hot Springs in British hunters who had been in the area 
just twits, absolute t\\its," said Columbia in 1958 when Bigfoot the same day also ran across 
Oahindcn. suddenly became a media star. simi)~ tracks. Still another. 

Dahinden might lik~ Krantz Tht; town council was tr.ving to huntmg alone, reported to him 
better than other S<'it>ntists, but <h"Cide what to do with some that some sort of animal invisible 
he gets livid about tlw famous mont•y the government wos in the bnJsh growled at him 
Walla Walla "tracks." plastl'r of hanciing out for civic projects three times before he tled in fear. 
Paris casts. suppo.o;edl.v of Sas- c~lt'hnttlllg the province'!> ccnten- "There isn't an animal in the 
quatch fiH>tprints. 1\.rant t. has 111al, and S<>mebod.v suggested a woods that would growl at you 
taken them around tilt' world . SaS<JUakh hunt. three times," said Sampson. · 
insisting that ridges t•vid t>nt on "Thut was like somebody lit At Bigfoot Central, Crook 
the ca..;ts prove Lhe,v are t(,ot- a fuse on a box of dynamite" said Sampson's lind was the 
Pr!IW> made by a rt'al. higher ~id pahinden. "The press we~t most credible Sasquatch trace in 

mate. wild. the Northwe;t in a long time. 

Sometimes, Dahinden thinks 
the Sasquatch is more a psycho­
logical problem than a zoological 
one. Among the scores of part· 
time Sasquatch hunters are prob­
ably many for whom Bigfoot 
fulfills some emotional need. 

But that's not true for Da­
hinden, he claims. Still, Dahin­
den says: "I have only one thing 
on my mind, and this is Sas­
quatch." 

Krantz says his search for 
Higfoot has been fun, even if the 
creuture does not exist. 

"In the last minute 1 will not 
feel my life has been wasted on 
this," said Krantz. "I feel I ought 
to do this. I would be dishonest 
and academically .irresponsible if 
I ignored it.'' 

20 


