
NEWSCLIPPING 
SERVICE 

STANDARD TIMES , Nor th Kingstown, RI 

Dec. 5 , 1985 CR: B. Greenwood 

If it's not a bird 
or plane, vvhat is it? 

By RETTY J . THAYER 

SOUTH KINGSTOWN -
Although the moon wasn't 
quite full last Monday, Nov. 
25. some say there was 
something funny going on in 
the skies above Wakefield. 

Pol ice report that several 
people call€'d to report an 
unidentified Oying object -
UFO - was Oying low over 
P ond Street and portions of 
Route 1, beaming bright 
lights down at cars and scar­
ing the dickens out of a 
motorist or two. 

An air traffic controller at 
Quonset Point also reported 
getting a few calls , but said 
his radar showed only two 
high-flying airplanes t ha t 
night. 

But t he people who 
reported it were coy about 
leaving their names, with 
severa l tell ing pol ice and 
one telling a reporter that 
they would just as soon not 
be the butt of jokes about 
lunacy and drinking habits . 

And 10 residents of Pond 
Street, called at random, 
said they saw nothing that 
night, although a few wished 
they had. 

" I really missed that 
one,'' said Charles Johnson 
of 5.'i Pond St. " You're really 
bumming me out. " Later he 
add€'d, " Hey, tonight I'm go­
ing to set out my lawn chair 
and check it out. " 

South Kingstown police 
reported getting a couple 
calls within two days of the 
alleged sitings, one from a 
retired Navy man who spot­
ted aircraft at night for 10 
years . 

" It was his job to be on the 
lookout for things like this," 
sa id Clinton Salisbury Jr ., 
the records clerk who took 
the call . " ... And th is 
definitely was neither a 
plane nor a helicopter." 

Salisbury, who said he had 
heard accounts of sitings 
from 10 people who were in 
the area that night, said 

most people appeared to 
agree on what they had seen. 
"People . .. all agreed that 
the thing was cylindrical , it 
had lights aU around and it 
could not be a plane nor a 
helicopter, and it made a 
whirring noise." 

Another witness told him 
that the object followed cars 
closely, at the same speed 
and at a low altitude. 

Frank Makely, area 
supervisor for the Federal 
Aviation Administration 's 
facility at Quonset, said he 
received several calls last 
week but nothi,.g showed on 
the radar screen that night 
e xce pt two Ranso m 
a irplanes, flying at between 
4.500 and 5,500 feet. 

" We looked on the radar 
and we didn't see anything 
unusual ," .Makely said. 

Tom McDonald, the senior 
airport attendant at Wester­
ly Airport, noted that radar 
usually can ' t follow 
something flying lower than 
1,500 feet. "Anything below 
that they'd have difficulty 
tracking," he said. Westerly 
Airport had no records of 
calls about UFOs. 

Capt. Richard Brown, 
South Kingstown's patrol 
captain and the unofficial 
"U FO officer" for the 
department, speculated the 
siting may have been a 
helicopter with its spotlights 
pointing toward the ground. 
Brown is also a Pond Street 
resident and said he saw 
nothing that Monday night. 

Brown, who doesn't relish 
the title of "UFO officer" -
" I gave that title up five 
years ago" - said the sight­
ing is the first reported in 
awhile. 

" We did have a rash of 
them, oh, five or six years 
ago," he said. And where 
were those sighting? "Same 
place - Route 1 <near) Salt 
Pond <and) between Jerry 
Brown Farm and McGrath's 
Corner.' ' 
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A Cessna s its idle at a New York State airfield st a te police believe is one of s t> veral us ed by 
pilots who fly in formation to create mock UFOs. 

New York-based 'Martians' 
suspected in area UFO scare 

By WILLI AM HASK ELL 
Register Citizen Staff 

STORMVILLE , N.Y. - A 3,3()()­
foot a irstrip runs across rich farm 
and horse country here 15 miles 
from Brewster, N.Y. 

Its "crop" may be UFOs - un­
identified flying objecLc;. 

The strip and adjacent fac ili ties 
is called Stormville Airport . It is 
believed by New York state police, 
and others, to be one of the sources 
of the UFO phenomenon reported 
in Litchfield County and elsewhere 
in the state over the past few years . 

Such a phenomenon was last 
seen in the Torrington/ Litchfield 
area Jan. 9. Callers from Winsted, 
Torrington, Harwinton and Litch· 
field and south to New Milford 
reported seeing patterns of slow­
moving lights in the sky. Observ· 
ors , ranging in age from children 
to sophisticated adults, saw the 
lights, saw them for extended peri­
ods and agreed that they were 
" some show." Some people were 
frightened. Said one man, " I really 
didn't want to tell the kids." 

Torrington police received about 
100 calls that Thursday night in 
January. Connecticut state police 
at the Litchfield barracks received 
about 40. The lights were described 
by callers to the Register Citizen as 
hovering, flying in formation , split­
ting up and reforming. 

A group of private pilots based at 
the Stormville Airport and other 
small strips in Dutchess, Putnam, 
and Westchester counties is said by 
police to be responsible. The pilots 
are said to have developed over the 
past four or so years the practice df 
close formation flying at night in 
their single-engine aircraft, initial­
ly as a test of their skills. Later in 
their association and more or less · 
as an entertainment, a police offi· 
cer at Troop K of the New York 
state police in Millbrook said 
Thursday, the fliers began manipu-

lating their landing and other 
lights to crea te the effect of a huge, 
silent airborne object. 

A N.Y. state police statement 
issued Oct. 30, 1984, said of UFO 
sightings on that date, "This inci­
dent is connected to an ongoing 
problem in the southern Dutchess, 
Putnam, and northern Westchester 
area, involving small private 
planes flying in tight formations , 
changing colors of their lights and 
creating the illusion they are some­
thing other than they are. This 
problem has existed for almost two 
years ." 

N.Y. state police information of· 
ficer Sgt. Wayne DeNike said 
Thursday the activity of the group 
appeared to have slacked off in his 
unit 's area just west of the Con­
necticut/New York state line. He 
was unaware of the Jan . 9 sightings 
in Connecticut. "There hasn't been 
any significant level of public re· 
ports on them here recently," he 
said. "My understanding is that for 
a while they were basking in the 
light of the publicity but then it 
turned negative and they backed 
off. Our personnel have checked on 
any possible violations of law and 
have found none. Also, I under· 
stand that the Federal Aviation 
Agency was contacted and found 
no violations of its regulations." 

The pilots are said to fly primari­
ly Cessna 152 and other single-en­
gine aircraft, of which there was a 
sizable number at the Stormville 
strip Thursday afternoon. And they 
are said to fly high -between 3,000 
and 5,000 feet. The Cessna is a quiet 
aircraft by design and Is said to be 
almost inaudible to ground observ­
ors when it is at significant heights. 
In addition, the pilots are said to 
try to fly into the wind, thus reduc­
ing their ground speed and ere· 
ating the illusion, at times, of · a 
stationary object. By tight forma­
tion flying, the pilots can present 
their crafts' red and green naviga-

tion lights separately in selected 
patterns. 

Illus ions , also , of rap id 
movement from point to point a nd 
of instantaneous disappearance 
can be created by all pilots in the 
formation simultaneously switch· 
ing off their navigation or landing 
lights, then switching them on af· 
ter an agreed-upon pause. 

Writer Glenn Garelik , in the No­
vember 1984 "Discover" mag­
azine, said the group members 
came to call themselves "The Mar­
tians ." He supported Sgt. DeNike 's 
statement that they had "backed 
off. " Garelik wrote, "Several men 
suspected of being Martians began 
getting mysterious telephone calls 
from strangers, and one received 
an outright threat .. . Then, too, 
they are worried about the possibil­
ity of violating local 'criminal nui­
sance' ordinances or being sued by 
people who have been frightened or 
distracted while driving." 

The writer added that "The bul­
letin board at Stormville (airport} 
has been cleared of its UFO clip· 
pings. " In the heyday of the fad , 
roughly in 1983, the board had been 
plastered with such clippings. 

Thursday, the small office at the 
Stormville field was empty of pi· 
lots, although there were dozens of 
light aircraft tied down around the 
airstrip. The bulletin board and the 
snack bar, a self-serve unit , 
showed no note or sign of the pecu­
liar entertainment of the " Mar­
tians." Once, it is said, the snack 
bar used to offer "UFO-burgers," 
basically a cheeseburger but with 
"a number of unidentified flying 
ingredients." None was available 
Thursday. 

In the October 1984 state police 
report, four individuals were iden· 
tified as probable " Martians." An 
alert state trooper had rushed to 
the Stormville airport as a rash of 

(continued on page 2) 



(continued from page 
UFO calls began inundating his 
sub-station and Troop K in Mil­
lbrook. According to the state po­
lice report, "(He> met four planes 
as they landed. He questioned the 
pilots who denied having any 
knowledge of the reported sight­
ings. He identified the pilots and 
the registration numbers of their 
aircraft., Sgt. DeNike said Thurs­
day, however, that it is the belief of 

- REGISTER-CITIZEN, Torrington, CT- March 1, 1986) 
the New York state police that the 
four were part of a group of about 
10 area pilots who comprised "The 
Martians." 

The names of the four were pub­
lished by the New York police. 
They were men from Putnam Val­
ley, Poughkeepsie, Stormville and 
one unknown location. A check 
Thursday of the 1986 Dutchess 
County telephone book turned up 

none of the four. Perhaps they have 
opted for unlisted numbers in light 
of the negative publicity. Or, by 
another interpretation, maybe 
they went back to Mars. For, as 
one Stormville resident was quoted 
as saying about the UFO phenome­
non, .. Well, I guess it's got to be a 
flying saucer. I don't believe in 
planes." 

'8 CAROLE YUDAIN/Ciose encounter? 
~ 
~ · Strange lights pose intriguing mystery 
co 
. . . It ca~e out of the night. The first lights and it was trailing a small white to be able to enter an area, terrorize 

c:t: s1g~s o~ at we_re small flashing red and light. It was about 50 yards across." the people, and leave without a trace. 
u wh1te lights an the ink black, distant Mr. Hagedorn said he telephoned It's the first time that ifs in the Port 
~ northwe~t sky. Then suddenly a very the East Fishkill New York State Po- Chester-Greenwich area." 
co large, bnght round white beam of light lice Barracks. The dispatcher told him Mr. Ambrogno said that it was not a 
~ replaced. the sm~ller twinkling ones. It that they had no reports that night but blimp, th~t ~t cannot be gli.der _Pilots . 

.. homed 10, straight toward me, as I that there had been many in the recent and that 1t 1s not a hallucmat10n. If 
c-- stood silhouetted in the upstairs win- past. The dispatcher suggested that they were Cessna I 52's in formation 

dow. I had never seen such a large they were ultra light airplanes from "you would hear them," he said. 
u light_ in t~e sky. l_t was brillia!lt in its Stewart Air Force Base in Newburgh, ~herman J. Larsen, co-founder and 
~ claraty, like an Immense dtamond New York, flying in formation. a dtrector of the Center for UFO Stud-

about the size of a small full moon. WNEW's radio news director Mike ies in Evanston, said: •'Reports came 
Fascinating. But what was it? As it Prelee was coming out of a restaurant in that some people just saw a bi&glob 

t) flew nearer, I opened the window to near Tenafly. N.J .. about 8:30p.m. that of light. All of the toll-gate keepers on 
.. try and make out exactly what it looked night when he saw lights very low in the the Merritt Parkway near Greenwich 

'0 like. To my surprise. I barely heard sky. were out lookina at it, from what I've 
~ anything. Pos~ibly, there was the low :'At ~rst:.l thought it was a blimp," been told. It's a. monstrous thing ap-
~ hum of an engme. . . Make sa1d. _It was moving very slowly, parently; one sohd are~. But t~e FAA 
~ It approached wtthm an acre or less very mystenously . It had 10 lights to- wants to get you ofTthe1r back.' 
b) of the house and then veered slightly gether but I couldn't ~ee the rest of the A non believer in UFOs is professor 

to the southwest, skimming over the blimp. 'What the hell is it?' I won- Jerome Holzman instructor in astron-
t:.t.J treetops toward the Post Road and dered. •I bet people will think it's a omy at Lehman College in New York, 

U~ Long Island Sound. Straining my eyes, who also teaches physical science, ~-
1 thought I saw the side of a veiy large. tn:momy and astrophysics at the Btonx 

§2 completely darkened, elongated ellip- Hagh School of Science. Holzman feels 
~ tical object- about 5/J to 1.00 -fut Whate it that I there is a c;trong possibliity that ~ere 

long- gliding over the trees. Possibly ver was few should be life elsewhere in the uni·-
it was a blimp. I thought. It cenainly over Greenwich and near verse, more advanced than us.,, 
was not an airplane. There had been h h But as far as those people who report 
no noise, and then it was gone. 1t was a my ome t at night, I was citings and landings, he said, "Don't 
little past 9 p.m., Thursday evening, not frightened as it came to- take them seriously. W~en you ask 
Nov. 21. their neighbors or co-workers about 

Running back into the bedroom. wards me, as I stood sil- them, they are extremely naive, guJJ-
where I had first heard about it mo- houetted in the window able or disturbed, without exception. 
ments hefore on the radio WGCH ' They show a lifetime of bizarre behav-
radio phone at the same time that I was watching it. Rather, I was ior. We have found nothing." 
watching President Reagan's helicop- amazed. Whatever it was that flew over 
ter on television descend over the cap- Greenwich and near my home that 
ital upon his return from the Geneva night, I was not frightened as it came 
Summit. towards me, as I stood silhouetted in 

"It's not a plane," I said on the air. flying saucer.' It made an extreme east- the window. watching it. Rather. ( was 
"There was this briJliant beam of white ern turn before the George Washington amazed. Never had I seen such a large. 
light coming toward me." I described Bridge. It didn't stall." solid beam of white light trave-ling 
what I had seen. A news reporter at a radio station in slowly through the sky, and then the 

Other listeners, area residents, were New york, received a call from a listen- dark mass that had quickly glided over 
calling in to tell of their experiences. er in Long Island about it. She said that !he tall treetops behind the neighbor-

One woman said this "thing" had she phoned the Federal Aviation Ad- mg house. 
gone right over her car and that she ministration and they reportedly told . I went to bed. hyped up after lf~n-
had pulled to the side of the road, shak- her it was airplanes in formation. mg to t.hree. hou.rs of talk about .Jt O!l 
ing. A male caller described it also as "They were not airplanes," I told the rad1o wath tame out for the .presa-
about 50 feet long. Many said that it her. "It was one large, dark, massive dent's speech. Trying to fall asleep, I 
hovered overhead and then suddenly object." wondered about_ it but w~s not ~right-
disappeared. Phil Ambrogno, a Greenwich resi- ened at all, certau~ly not h~e the hstc!l-

Within the next couple of days, I dent who is a science instructor with a er who had called m and s~td she was m 
met several people who were in other private Westchester County school and a state .of shoe~ for ten mtnutes. 
states when they saw "it." an investigator for the Center for UFO But It was d1ffic':'lt to s~eep. 

"I saw lights overhead, gding paral- (Unidentified Flying Objects) Studies, I had never beheved 1~ UFOs he-
lei to Route 84 East," said Robert E. in Evanston, Ill., said: fore, but as I lay there w1th my e.yes 
Hagadorn, a Ridgefield resident. He "What's going on here has no natu- closed, sud~enly I had ~he ~nsa1H~n 
was driving on Route 84 at the inter- ral or conventional explanations. It's a that somethmg was wa!kmg silently. m 
section of the Taconic Parkway in New UFO. It could be from outer space; I the bedroom, approachmg my bed Wtth 
York about 8 p.m. that evening, one don't know. Possibly it's a secret gov- lon~, outstretched mechamcal arms. 
hour before Greenwich residents sight- ernment vehicle. It's been going on for Quackly, I turned my head towar9s the 
edit. three years _ from Albany, over to doorway, held my breath and tned to 

''I followed the lights for at least 15 Hartford and down to North Caro- peer through the mky blackness. 
minutes, when they veered farther Jina . 
south . We were going about 60-70 "The FAA has been investigating, 
miles per hour, keeping up with it. plus the State Police and the local po-
There were about 15 white lights in a lice. No one can track it ... it disap-
"V" configuration, several blinking red pears . This massive, large object seems 

Carole Yudain, a Cos Cob resident,. is a 
writer and puhlicistfor State o(/srael Bonds, 
in New York Citr. She is a membn• af1he 2 
Greenwich Time .Board ofContributorS. 
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Rye~Peter Geremia 
is hooked on UFOs 

By SazaDDe Daadenuu ila 'the mid· 70s. 'llumanotds' were 
RYE - Have you ever ex· .al&en de&eribed iD.tbe reports." 

perienced the sighting of a UFO? He points out that "there is often 
Would you know what to do if you a swirled grass pattern left behind 
did? after a reported landing, as well as 

A re_ported incident in Exeter In­
volved a hitchhiker who thought he 
""' a UFO. He ran to the police 
station and to humor the man, a 
patrolman was sent out to survey 
the area. It was reported that they 
both saw the red light and the ob­
ject as it passed over the cruiser. 
Another policeman who was in the 
area also claimed to see the light 
and the object as it left the area. 
Again a book was written about 
this sighting - "Incident at Exe-

overhead. hovered over nearby 
buildings and then sped off out of 
sight. 

In this area, the right procedure dehydrated foliage that could be 
is to contact the UFO Hotline in evidence of a short wave energy 
Massachusetts, or call Peter field(likethatofamicrowa•).And 
Geremia of R ve. there is often a magnetic field that 

For the ~t four years, Geremia. interrupts television and radio 
husband and father of two. has communication in the area." 

Another of the services that 
Geremia performs involves the 
writing of a small newsletter that 
keeps Mew Hampshire members up 
to date on the topic. The network 
publishes journals at a cost of $15 
per year to its members. 

Currently there are 1,200 to 1,500 
aerved u state director for the The Seacoast area h86 had its 
Mutual UFO Network Inc. share of UFO reports. One of the 
(MUFO'Nj, a volunteer inter· most famous was that of a Ports­
national organization that is dedi- mouth couple- Betty ad Barney 
cated to documenting UFO sight- Hill - on their way home from a 
ings. trip to Canada. They heard strange 

ter." . 
Geremia reminds us that s1ght· 

nembers in MUFON. The numbers 
always go up when there is a big 
"flap" (a nationwide trend in sight· 
ings), .says Geremia. "We're in a 
mini-flap now with a few in­
conclusive reports of fireballs. 
There was a recent report sighted 
on Boxborough, Mass., that may 
turn out to be "balled light­
ning ... we '11 see." he adds. 

For Geremia. a self-proclaimed noises but didn't think much ci it. 
. "open-minded skeptic," a basic in· When they arrived home, they 
terest in scientific phenomena found that it was much laterthan it 
gradually led to an increasing should have been, yet they couldn't 
awareness of the subject. account for the time loss. 

He had read what little there was They both sought medical aid for 
on the subject in UFO guides but subsequent physical complaints 
always felt that it Jed to a blind and recurring strange dreams. The 
alley with po real evidence to sup- doctor who examined them sus­
port the claims. pected marital or psychotic prob-

ings are likely to occur in the vicin· 
ity of military installations. The 
Seacoast's close proximity to Pease 
Air Force Base and the Portsmouth 
Navy Yard in Kittery, Maine. could 
be reasons for sightings in the area. 
he says. 

Geremia points out that the most 
recent credible report was in 1984. 
in Keene. According to Geremia's 
case report to MUFON, a police of­
ficer responded to an anonymous 
call reporting strange lights hov· 
ering over the city. The report 
claimed that what the officer and 
several witnesses saw, was "defi· 
nitely unconventional.'' It was re­
ported that they had ample time to 
observe the bathtub-shaped object 
with flashing lights that passed 

To Geremia the subject is a fa~ 
cinating one. He plans to leave no 
stone unturned in his search for the 
truth about UFOs in the New 
Hampshire area. 

In 1976J Geremia accompanied a lems and referred them to a 
friend to a meeting in Wenham, hypnotist who uncovered separate, 
Map., to bear Raymond Fowler, a yet similar, stories of UFO abduc­
respacted authority in the field of tion. The couple eventually wrote a 
UFO investigation, lecture on the book called "Interrupted Journey." 
subject. "I was fascinated .. and I Geremia says that there are many 
wae boOk~" says Geremia. cases of reported abduction with 

Profasionally, Geremia is an m· atriking similarities to the Porte· 
JiDeer In tlle field of electronb. At mouth incident. 
that meeting. he met educated, 
suoceeaful people from all walks of 
life. He saw the subject of UFO re-
search as a worthwhile cause and 
slowly became involved with it 
himself. 

Now, as New Hampshire State 

Anyone. interested in UFOs who 
would like more information on the 
Mutual UFO Network can contact 
Geremia at P.O. Box 453. Rye, N.H. 
03870. 

Again. tbe UFO Hotline for this 
area is in Massachusetts at 61 7-
944-0686. 

Director for MUFON. Geremia will 
follow up on reported sightings or 
unexplained phenomena. His in· 
terviews consist of more than 30 
questions that are vital to the sue· 
ceesful research of each case. He 
tries to piece together all the in· 
formation in an effort to figure out 
what really took place. 
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It is his belief that studies have 
to proceed along the proper chan­
nels. Geremia suggests that there 
could possibly be interference by 
the government in UFO cases. 'Why 
would the government want to 
cover this up? Geremia says the 
fear of public panic could be a 
motive. He also explains that there 
is a wealth of technology that could 
be gained from any retrieved debris 
or materials. Geremia suggests 
reading the book ''Clear Intent"· by 
Greenwood and Fawcett, that 
charges the government with co­
vering up UFO reports. 

As yet, says Geremia. there is no 
hard evidence of the government 
having debris from crashed saucers 
or alien bodies, just unfounded re­
ports. But he does not hesitate to 
add that since there are many sim­
ilar reports that cannot be "deb­
unked. •· the studies have to con­
tinue. 

Geremia talks about the sim· 
ilarities - "Similar sightings seem 
to appear in 1G-year cycles. In the 
mid-50s there were many reports of 
'daylight disks;' in the 60s the 
aightings were mostly at -'iht, and 

Red lights in sky 
puzzle residents 

By JULIE RASICOT 
THOMASTON - Blinking red 

lights glided silently through the 
blackness Thursday night, pausing to 
hover over Thomaston before dart­
ing away toward Torrington. 

Several people came out of their 
houses into the chilly air to watch 
them zoom away. Others, traveling 
along Route 8, pulled their cars over 
to the roadside and got out to watch 
as the strange shapes passed above. 

What were the large elliptical air­
craft that flew over "LRcllfield Coun­
ty1>etween 8 and 10 p.m. Thursday? 

The Torrington Police Department 
said Friday that it got several calls 
and determined the objects probably 
were five light airplanes whose flight 
originated in Hudson, N.Y. 

But residents who watched the 
shapes make their night tour over 
Thomaston aren't so sure they were 
just ordinary airplanes. · 

"It was not like an airplane," said 
Paul Tracy. who watched one of the 
machines hover above his Elm Street 
home around 8:30 p.m. 

"It was big and moved very slow­
ly. It made damn little noise, and 
that's what bugged me," he said. 

David Marcoux of Pleasant Street 

was driving home from downtown 
when he and his wife saw whatever it 
was. "I thought it was a plane at 
tint," he said, describing it as having 
a row of seven red lights with a 
bright red one like a beacon in the 
middle. 

Marcoux said that when they got 
home, his wife went into tbe bouse 
for a camera. When she did, the sev­
eral craft, which were flying in a 
horseshoe shape, separated, be said. 

He took 20 pictures of the flying 
objects, he said, before they flew up 
the Naugatuck Valley toward Torr­
ington. As he watched, they turned 
around and came back down the val­
ley, be said. 

"Where we live, we can bear any 
plane, helicopter or even a bot air 
balloon pass over our house. We 
didn't hear a sound," be said. 

Several other residents passing 
through Town Hall on Friday won­
dered what exactly they'd seen 
Thursday night. 

Marcoux summed up the feelings 
of those around town who'd chanced 
to glance out their windows and view 
the eerie sight. 

"I would sure like to know what's 
going on," he said. 3 
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Egads, Ethel, they're back! 

1be Times/Chuck Groth 

Frequent UFO sightings split town 
into believers and skeptics 

By Robert Unser 
National Correapondent 

HILLSBORO, N.H. - If E.T. ever does 
phone home, he's likely to call collect from 
the Moose Lodge bar. Folks are friendly 
there; they don't mind stransers. 

And besides, the lodge does sit at the 
crossroads of the cosmos. 

At least that's how Hillsboro has come to 
see itself. Hereabouts, space . travel has 
become a matter of watching the evening 
sky, and unidentified flying object sight­
ings are so personal they carry the names 
offriends and neighbors. 

By now, local folks would be downright 
offended if E.T. phoned from anywhere 
else. 

If all that sounds a bit far-fetched to 
some, perhaps it's because they haven't 
walked the streets and backroads of Hills­
boro and talked to the people, learning 
firsthand what it's like to live beneath an 
intergalactic freeway. 

" Fact is, we just don't say as much about 
the space people any more," said Linda 
Stellato, who keeps the books for Hillsboro 
Crossing, the town's main restaurant. 
" That's doesn't mean folks don't see them 
up there. We just quit talking about it." 

Hillsboro residents have been seeing 
things in the sky for decades. Not just 
strange lights, though there have been 
plenty of those, but also vessels them­
selves. And not just a few vessels, not just a 
few times, and not just a few people. 

Sherman Larsen, a founder of the Center 
for UFO Studies in Evanston, Ill., says he 

understands that phe­
nomenon well: "It's 
simple. As more people 
are willing to tell what 
they've seen, ever more 
people become willing 
to talk, even if they 
don't make an official 
report. They even talk 
for the first time about 
things that happened 
years before. They are 
will ing to risk ridicule. 
There's no proof Hills­
boro bas more activity 
than other places, but 
people there apparently 
aren't afraid to tell 
about their experi­
ences." 

So scanning the Hillsboro skies is virtu­
ally a community pastime. And almost 
everyone has a story to teJI about what be's 
seen, right down to the guy who pumps the 
visitor's gas. 

"About 10 years ago my wife, Roberta, 
and her mother were driving along at night 
when they saw something strange in the 
sky," said Lewis Pletcher, who owns the 
gas station, " They wouldn't have thought 
much about just that . Happens too often. 
But then their car just suddenly died. 
Dead. Just sat there. 

"Well, after about I 0 minutes it started 
again, and they hadn't done a thing. Never 
turned it off. Never turned it on. It was a 
new Cadillac, too. The mechanic said it 

couldn't have hap­
pened, but it did." 

And then there's the 
strange story of James 
Gaskell, owner of a 
smaJI seneral store in 
nearby Washington. 
He was taking his chil­
dren to music lessons 
when he became a be­
liever. 

"I'd always thought 
people who saw flying 
saucers were nuts," he 
said. ·~ere was no 
doubt in my mind 
about that. And there's 
no doubt in my mind 
about what I saw." 

Mr. Gaskell says he 
had just topped a low hill when he saw 
what looked like a dirigible hanging over 
the trees. It was so low, nearly scraping the 
treetops, that he thought it might be in 
trouble. 

"I got out half expecting them to throw 
me a rope to tie the thing down," he said. 

Instead, he said, a small "conning tow­
er" emerged from the bottom, bright lights 
flashing and revealing small rooms inside. 
"Then it raised its nose and took off at 
incredible speed. 

"There was no sound, no wind, no 
nothing. It was just there and then gone. 
One second I could have hit it with a rock. 
The next second it was gone. Now how 
could I explain that?" 

And since he couldn't explain it, he 
didn't talk about it. After he told his wife, 
they both swore their children to secrecy. 

That was more than 10 years ago. Since 
then the Gasltells have beard so many 
other stories that they now sometimes tell 
their own. But even today, some of their 
best friends have never heard about that 
evening. It is a common reaction in Hills­
boro. Mark Poland understands it well. 

Mr. Poland and his 9-year-old son en­
countered a "big orange light in the eastern 
sky" while duck hunting last fall. ••I never 
said anything to anyone," he said. "I didn't 
want people sayins I was drink:ins or on 
drugs. Or that I was just the crazy down the 
road." 

The striking thing about Hillsboro is not 
the fact that strange things are seen. That 
happens in lots of places, though precise 
records are hard to come by. Rather, 
Hillsboro's distinction is in the attitude of 
its people, in the intense conviction of the 
storytellers. They aren't left to wonder. 
They believe. 

"Them that say they've seen it, there's 
nobody in the world who would ever 
convince them otherwise," said Richard 
Robbins, the town's police chief. ,.A lot of 
people don't say much publicly because 
they don't want to be labeled as fruitcakes, 
but they still believe what they saw." 

And how about the chief himself! Has he 
seen anything? He says it's not a question 
he much likes - because he won't lie. 
"There was this one night in Concord," he 
begins, ::and this very strange light in the 
sky . . . 

Hillsboro's fascinating stories run the 
gamut: 

e There's the real estate agent who 
woke up with the feeling he was being 
watched and saw something "grayish-blue 4 
and round, like a kids' beacbball" outside 

(conti nued on page 5) 
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a window. 

• Or there's the couple who thought 
they heard something moving outside in 
the night. The next morning police found 
18-inch-long footprints in the deep snow 
- tracks that went around the house, b\lt 
they IW1Cd nowhere and ended-nowhere. 
Just. circle. 

e Or there's the young couple who saw a 
"rounded-off football" hover over their 
parked pickup truck one evening. They 
followed the bright orange object until it 
sped away. The next day they learned 
others had seen it, too, though from some 
distance. 

Hillsboro's public obsession with strange 
tbinp in the sky peaked about five years 
ago when the town was discovered by the 
Boston news media. Reporters did a few 
quick stories and then left town. A lot of 
the credit for that "discovery" goes to the 
late Bob Giglio, then a photographer for 
Hillsboro's weekly Messenger. 

"From what I understand, he was the 
one who really got people going, really JOt 
things stirred up," said David Grossman, 
the Messenger's current publisher. "I got 
rid of him when I bought the pa-
per." 

But many in Hillsboro believe 
Mr. Giglio's interest led more to 
simply lifting the lid than stirring 
the pot. "People had seen things but 
were afraid to say anything before 
he came along," Karen Wilson said. 
.. He made it all right to talk about 
it." 

Hushed talk 
The whole .. flying saucer" busi­

ness doesn't sit well with Mr. Gross­
man. He makes that very clear. He 
doesn't think it's good for the town. 
From his perspective, the talk about 
things in the sky all but dropped otT 
when Mr. Giglio left town, "and 
that should tell you something." 

He tells a visitor that he hasn't 
heard anything about such things in 
years, hardly a word at all. And he 
obviously would like very much for 
his visitor to leave town with that 
impression, too. 

Yet near the front door of the 
newspaper office, the visitor is 
pulled into a hushed conversation, 
right under the boss's nose. "Heard 
you were asking about things in the 
sky," offered Lynda Worcester . 
.. Well, let me tell you what I saw on 
Saturday night . . . " 

Down at the Moose Lodge, the 
bouse is split. Half swear 
something's flying around up there; 
the other half thinks the first half is 
crazy. Yet even the non-believers 
have a story or two to tell. 

"Remember old Ben talking 
about that time years and years ago 
when something come down the 
river?" begins a fellow called Pudge, 
the head skeptic. "Said it was flash­
ing and buzzing, lights everywhere, 
not really on the river. Hanging over 
it . .. " 

The government's answer 
All are reminded that the Air 

Force flatly denies ever tracking 
anything strange in the skies around 
Hillsboro and says that everything 
that has been detected has been 
explained. Even the skeptics 
chuckle at that. It seems . that to 
some in Hillsboro the only things 
less believable than flying saucer 
stories are the official denials. 

"You know, don't you, how the 
government had decided to deal 
with all this?" one woman said. 
"You heard about that new nuclear 
waste dump? Guess where they 
want to put it. •• 

In fact, the proposed dump site, 
one of a dozen now under federal 

~nsideration, would cover much of 

Fe area where sightings have been 
ost frequent. . 
.. They're just gonna move every­

ibody out of there," the woman 
!concluded. "Poof. No more sight­
!ings. Convenient, huh?" 

Someone else, now into the Hills­
:boro spirit, suggests that maybe the 
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ao~ernment's really going to build a 
landing strip. 

"That's crazy," a loud voice chal­
lenges from the rear . 

Just why is it so crazy? the man 
responds. 

"Because,.. the voice from the 
rear answers quickly, "them things 
don't need no landing strip." 
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Dorothy Kingsland says UFOs are drawn to Mount Shasta, In background, because It emanates positive energy 

The town that attracts 'pink UFOs' 
By D'Arcy Fallon 
Of THE EXAMINER STAFF 

MOUNT SHASTA CITY, Siskiyou County­
That strange pancake-shaped cloud hovering 
over Mount Shasta is really a spaceship. Pink 
UFOs zoom overhead. A colony of people 7 feet 
tall who wear bandannas to hide their third 
eyes live inside the volcano. 

Gladys Gale, a stocky, while-haired dispatcher 
for the Mount Shasta City Pollee Department. 

"We've got everyone from Archie Bunkers 
to kooks like us," laughed Gale, 64, who is a 
beJi(!Ver In "beneficent space brothers." Al­
though townspeople tolerate diversity, she 
said, "Gurus don't survive up here." 

source of countless barroom tales, Mount 
Shasta is an undeniable presence in this town 
or 3,100 people and two stoplights. 

The young volcano's snow-capped double 
cones- Shasta and the smaller Shastina- are 
visible on a clear day for 100 miles in every 
direction. 

Welcome to Mount Shasta City, town of 
pure water and innovative thinkers. 

Whathas survived, even thrived,is a drowsy 
town that stubbornly clings to the legends 
about the 14,162-foot volcano towering above it. 

Shasta is part of the Cascade range, which 
extends from the Canad ian border to Northern 
California. The range ls part of the "ring of 

"We're as independent as hogs on ice," said 
Whether a mysterious refueling station for 

UFOs, an intrliUing tourist attraction or the 

f ire,'' a series of volcanoes that runs from the Aleutian 
lsl~ds of Alaska through South America. Shasta 's 
northern slopes contain most of the active glaciers in 
California. 

Near the mountain summit is a bubbling sulfur 
spr ing. evidence that it is still active volcanically. In 
1875, the celebrated naturalist John Muir, caught in an 
unexpected April storQl while hiking on the mountain, 
spent a parboiled night in the foul-smelling hot spring 
to keep from freezing. 

Legends abound about how Mount Shasta and the 
surrounding terrain were once part of the lost conti­
nent of Lemuria or Mu.and served as a last refuge for 
survivors . 

lu "Lemuria -The Lost Continent of the Pacific," 
written by Spencer Lewis, a Rosicrucian, under the 
pen name of Wishar S. Cerve, he describes a S(.'Cret. 
ancient colony of people called Lemurians who 
thrived and preserved their anciem ways inside the 
mountain. They were 7 feet tall, wore headbands to 
hide a third eye and paid for everything in gold_ 

Some members of the community, like Gale and 
Dorothy Kingsland, whose metaphysical bookstore is a 
magnet 1or .apiritual seekers, believe Mount Shasta 
emanates positive energy, attracts UFOs and serves as 
a beacon of enlightenment. 

Elizabet fl Stack says she felt 'channeled' by forces in the Shasta area to paint the mural behind her 

Newcomers -to the area have an uncanny way of 
stumbling mto Kingsland's Golden Bough Books and 
saying, ''I've been guided here but I don't know why," 
said Kingsland. A former model from the Bay Area, 
Kingsland believes she and everyone else are "the 
essence. of God." 

"I think we're all possibly Lemurian-descended," 
she said. 

Ga le said she has seen -two lar~ spaceships flying 
near Moamt Shasta. 

"They seemed to be on a mission," said Gale. 
"I saw one over Mount Shasta," said Kingsland. "A 

flying saucer." She hesitated a moment, then added, 
"It was pink." 

"Different spaceshiPii have different auras, depend­
ing on their mission," said Gale, a former Marine 
sergeant 

Talking about UFOs and extraterrestrials is nothing 
new to Gale, who left her San Jose printing business in 
1974 for Mount Shasta City after a psychic instructed 
her totra\lel "north and east_" 

Gale's Aunt Lydia was clairvoyant and her grand­
mother was an "unwilling medium" wbose voice was 
taken over from time to time by an American Indian, 
she said. They also had "close contact with our friends 
from Saturn." 

Or Apperson, co-publisher of the Mount Shasta 
Herald, a weekly paper, is amused by the stories about 
Mount Shasta. 

The Mount Shasta City native recalled that during 
the '30s, curiosity was so intense that one gas station 
owner living in nearby Weed posted a sign that said: 

"No questions answered about Lemurians or little 
people." 

"When the hippie movement came by, we were as 
bad as Haight Street," said Apperson, 62. "Of course, 
Mount Shasta was always a reasonably tolerant town." 

Aside from the town's several churches, there is 
also an "I AM" reading room downtown. "It's open 
today if you want to get enlightened," he said. 

The Saint Germain Foundation is the parent organi­
zation for the "I AM" religiO\JS group_ According to 
foundation literature, in the early '30s Guy W. Ballard 
encountered Saint "ermain, an "Ascended Master," on 
the upper slopes of Mount Shasta and received illumi­
nation, which was later revealed in his book, "Unveiled 
Mysteries." 

Asked about his own beliefs, Apperson replied, ''I'm 
an atheist. J don't believe in a damn bit of anything." 

One reason Shasta has attracted so much attention 
is bPcause it isn't surrounded by other mountains, he 
$aid. 

"Any mountain in the world that stands by Itself has 
a lot of legends," he said. Mount Hood, Mount Rainier 
and Mount Fuji are also steeped in folklore because 
they're free-standing, he said. 

"Who in the hell ever heard of Mount Whitney?" 
said Apperson. 

Not everyone in tltwn believes the mountain has 
special powers. But Les Harrison, who moved here 
from San Jose nine months ago and has climbed por­
tions of Mount Shasta, has noticed "a weird kind of 
gravity" while riding his bicycle. 

"Maybe it's just me," he said. "Maybe it's just my 
bicycle. But I should be going faster downhill." 

Elizabeth Stack, painting a mural on the wall inside 
a store called Crystal Reflections, said Mount Shasta, 

like Sedona, Ariz., is a "power place." 
"When I moved here, I didn't really experience it at 

first,'' said Stack, 37. 
Although it was Stack who wielded the paintbrush 

over the pastel mural, she said she was being "chan­
neled" hy other forces in the project. She had no idea 
what the gold hieroglyphics or symbols meant, simply 
that she was directed to paint them. 

"There is definitely a lot of healing energy here," 
said Sta~k. who regards herself as a "psychic sponge"· 
and Sf1iritual healer. "It 's not the mountain per se," she 
insisted. "it's the energy of the area. There are a lot of 
people who believe there are space beings here." 

Because of the beauty and mystical aura surround­
ing Mount Shasta, thousands of people flock to the 
area every year, said Betty Stuart, office manager for 
Mount Shasta City's Chamber of Commerce. She's 
quick to point out that the town has a lot going for it 
besides the mountain, such as a brand-new ski park, 
clean .air and a laid-back pace of life. 

"The mountain attracts all types - including a 
woman nicknamed Yellow Bird who always wore a 
yeUf)W slicker and believed she was from the planet 
JupttEr," said Stuart. "She used to come into our store 
and dance around until she knocked over a display." 

People have called wanting to know where "the 
energy center is" and one man came all the WilY from 
Paris to search for Lt:>murians living on the mountain, 
said Stuart. When he stopped at the Chamber of Com­
merce. f or advice on how to find them, Stuart fought 
hard to keep the smile off her face. 

"'Finally, he looked at me and said, 'You don't be­
lieve In them?' " said Stuart, with a laugh. 

"I said, 'I've never seen them. But if you see them, 
comE" back and tell me about them.' " 
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''Golden Space Age'' sought 
Group opens way for UFO communications 

By Kriss Sheehy 
Joumal Staff Writer 
ROCKY RIVER - A handful of 

people gathered yesterday to issue a 
resolution they feel will help open 
communications between us and our 
galactic neighbors. 

"We are inviting them to come 
down, make peace and establish 
cooperation between our nations, so 
we can bring about a 'Golden Space 
Age,' " said Maj. Colman VonKevi­
czky, who said he is a former 
member of the Royal Hungarian 
General SWf and Ministry of 
Defense. 

The group met at the Rocky River 
Public Library to discuss their idea 
of preventing "a cataclysmic colli­
siQn between the earthly and galactic 
forces." 

Maj. VonKeviczky and members of 
the Intercontinental U.F.O. Galactic 
Spacecraft Research and Analytic 
Network, Inc. <ICUFON) believe 
that the U.S. government and 
military are involved in a scheme to 
cover up the existence of unidentified 
flying objects. . 

"The public is misinformed by the 
military and the government in order 
to prevent widespread panic," said 
VonKeviczky. "They never deny that 
UFOs exist, but they don't seP anv 
solution to the problem. 

"I say they (the military) shouldn't 
shoot at the UFOs when they see 
them. That will only provoke them. 
Instead, they should try to establish 
contact," he said. 

The Hungarian-born VonKeviczky 
said he has spent 35 years in UFO 
military research. He said he 
graduated in 1932 from the Ludovica 
Military University in Budapest with 
a master's degree in military science 
and engineering. · 

He said he served with the Royal 
Hungarian General Staff and Minis­
try of Defense from 1938 to 1945, after 
which he served seven years with the 
U.S. Army's special services in the 
International Refugee Organization 
in Heidelberg and Munich. Hf 
immigrated to the United States ii 
1952. 

He served at the United Nations 
from 1964 to 1966, where he said he 

was a staff member of the United 
Nations Secretariat's Office of Public 
Information. 

VonKeviczky, said that he doesn't 
believe that all UFO visits are 
friendly. His documentecfeX;hibition, 
which he brought to the conference, 
contains information that he said 
detatls cases of injuries and even 
deaths caused by UFOs and extrater­
restrials. 

"What are we going to do? The 
UFO problem must be solved before 
it is too late. We have to do 
something,'' he said. 

His solution was the resolution, 
issued jointly by ICUFON, the 
International Get-Acquainted Pro­
gramme Europe, Research and 
Contact Network in Denmark and the 
International UFOIIFO Research 
Society of West Germany. He said 
the resolution has already been 
issued in the Far East and Europe 
and will be released next month in 
South America. 

Cleveland was chosen as 11\e site of 
the North American release because 

of its strong UFO organization, the· 
Clevtiland Ufology Project. The 
project, founded in 1953, is the largest 
and lon~est standing organization of 
its klhd m the United States, he said. 

"We are asking for the government 
to drop its facade and to tell the truth 
about UFOs, and the extraterrestri­
als to come down and make contact. 
What we want is the truth,'' said Dale 
Harder, meteorologist at NASA 
Lewis Research Center and assistant 
research director for the Cleveland 
Ufology Project. Harder researches 
all UFO sightings in the Cleveland 
area for the project. 

"We investigate everything about 
UFOs," he said. "We're definitely 
not fruitcakes. We are average 
people looking for answers." 

The Cleveland Ufology Projects 
meets every third Saturday, from 8 
to 11 p.m., at 5839 Ridge Road in 
Parma. The group invites anyone 
who has eXperienced a UFO sighting 
to come .to a meeting, or write to 
them at P.O. Box 30372, Middleburg 
Heights, Ohio 44130. 

JOURNAL/ JEFF GREENE 

MAJOR COLMAN VonKEVICZKY spoke at the Rocky River library about his UFO research. He is a member of the Intercontinental 
U.F.O. Galactic Spacecraft Research and Analytic Network, Inc. 
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She studies UFO en·counters of any kind 
By Judy Magid 

Tribune Lifestyle Writer 
She's never had an "encounter" of 

any kind ("Nor do I have an unidenti­
fied flying object in my back yard," 
sta~ ~ughed), but Mildred Biesele has 
speot years studying the. information 
JWailable about UFOs and believes 
they are real. 

Mrs. Biesele~ state director of the 
Mutual Unidentifi_ed Flying Object 
tletwork (MUFON), will- lecture 
Meut the history of the UFO phenom­
enon and give a slide presentation on 
i:fte subject April 29 at 7. p.m. at the 
Kearns Branch Library. She also will 
present the program May 15 at 7 p.m. 
at the Holladay Branch Library. 

"I first became interested when I 
listened to a ~adio program where 
~ple called in to discuss their expe­
riences with UFOs,~' Mrs. Biesele 
said. 

"These people sounded puzzled, 
sincere and normal. I have always 
hlid a curious mind and wanted to 
t\1ow more." · 

.There is a lot of information avail­
~tble. 

.UFO.News Service 
"Along with books written by sci­

entists and researchers, such as J. Al­
len_ ·Hynek, former professor of as-

tronomy, Ohio State University, 
Dayton, and a NASA adviser~ there is 
a UFO newsclipping service that 
gathers news reports of UFO sight­
ings all over the world:' she said. 

"Sightings and encounters occur 
regularly and are· reported in local 
newspapers. These stories are not 
necessarily picked up by every pa­
per." 

Mrs. Biesele explained the level ()f 
encounters .named by Dr. Hynek. 

"An encounter of the first kind is a 
sighting within 300 feet of a struc­
tured object," she said. 

"An encounter of the second kind is 
a physical impact. This could be in­
flamed eyes of the observer or some­
thing like a dehydrated place on the 
ground where the object landed. 

"An encounter of the third kind is a 
meeting with the 'alien,' or humanoid 
in the UFO." 

Mrs. Biesele said that detailed 
studies have been made concerning 
the experiences of people who have 
had encounters of the third kind. 

"In a documented study of UFO ·ab­
ductions, tbese people have nothing in 
common- education, financial back­
ground, age- except that it is agreed 
that all have had a traumatic experi­
ence," she said. 

TRIBUNE, Salt Lake City, UT- April 15, 1986 
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"And, in the few interviews I have 
had with people who have had such an 
experience, I believe them. I believe 
that they believe in their experience." 

A Sound Basis 
She admits that the sensationalists 

are embarrassing. 

-"I never buy those sensational pa­
pers sold in the supermarkets, but I 
get tile UFO clipping service so I am 
aware of the stories. 

"The interesting thing is that care­
ful follow-up shows that even these 
sensationalized stories have solid ba­
sis." 

Mrs. Biesele said that while many 
people accept the fact of UFOs, there 
are questions about where they come 
from. 

••some hypothesize UFOs are from 
another world or outer space. Pel\lt 
haps they move through time or gO,\ 
through a black hole. Perhaps there· 
are more than four dimensions," she 
said. 

Mrs. Biesele said that from eyewit­
ness .reports, the encounters of the 
third kind have changed in tone dur­
ing the years. · 

"In the 50s, encounters were re­
ported as pbsitive, cheerful mes­
sages. The recent encounters don't 
bring messages but seem to be of a 
more investigative nature, like some­
one doing a doctoral study." 

As for herself, Mrs. Bie~ele is a be­
liever. 

"There always is a reservation, I 
suppose. I never have had an encoun­
ter. But the investigation of UFOs has 
been called the biggest challenge of 
the century. And it certainly is inter­
esting." . 

For more information about the 
presentation, contact the Salt Lake 
County Library System. 

Mildred Biesele's curiosity spiked her 
interest in Unidentified Flying Objects. 

She is state director of Mu_tual UFO Net­
work and will present library lectures. 
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McCarthy's Pond: The Mystery Remains 
Hy DICK (' ASSELBERRY 

Sunday Nf'ws Correspondent 
WAKEFIELD- Nearly a 

dl.'cadc after the ice on a tiny 
horse pond melted in near· 
zero degree temperatures . 
thc cvcnts of that evening at 
William McCarthy's Pond 
remain a mystery . 
It was late in the aftcrnoon 

of Jan . 12 , 1977 whcn McCar­
thy looked idly out his kitch­
en window to check the prog­
ress of a raging blizzard and 
saw a patch of open water in 
the pond behind his house . 

llc a nd hi s two children 
wC' nt out to in vestigate and 
saw what they believed was 
a black, box-shaped object, 
about 12 inches to a side, sit­
ting in a bowl-shaped depres­
sion on the pond. 

Last week, McCarthy re­
called the details of the eve­
ning that suddenly threw this 
rural community into the na­
tional limelight. All three 
major television networks 
carried the story, and news­
papers and radio stations 
around the country carried 
accounts of the happenings 
at the pond . 

McCarthy said after see­
ing the object in the pond, he 
returned to the house to put 
on heavier clothing and get 
some tools _ He returned to 
the pond about three minutes 
later with a hoe and rake to 
try and remove the object. 
When he and his son reached 
the pond , the box had 
dropped through the ice. 
leaving only a dark, square 
hole in the bottom of the ice . 

"I have often wondered 
what would have happened if 
we had gotten back before it 
dropped through the ice and 
we had started poking at it 
with the hoe," said McCar­
thy . 

The box was not seen 
again by McCarthy until 
photographs taken by his 
wife that day were devel­
oped about a week later. The 
pictures showed two men . 
one carrying a long-handled 
fish net and another a heavy 
object. partially concealed 
under his coat. The men . 
said McCarthy , were walk­
ing behind the house to a car . 

Minutes earlier, others in 
what turned out to be an in­
vestigating team comprised 
of federal, state and local .. of­
ficials. had walked to the 
front of the house carrying a 
bag full of sediment taken 
from the bottom of the pond. 
Members of the media had 
gathered around the first 
group. 

Today one maple tree (center) survives, but only the stump of the one neare~t the 'spot that 
melted', is all that remains of the second tree. (Photo by D1ck Casselberry) 

McCarthy said he was told 
the last two men remained in 
the pond area until the first 
group and the media left . 
They then carried something 
to their car and left. The 
men have never been identi ­
fied . 

NOTHING FOUND? 
Officials maintained that 

nothing was ever found at 
McCarthy's pond and 
blamed the melting on a nat­
ural occurrence. Some in­
vestigators claimed the pond 
melted because of a build-up 
in pressure by the ice. Oth­
ers claimed an undiscovered 
underground spring caused 
the melting. 

Shortly after the object 
was discovered. McCarthy 
told a friend about the inci ­
dent and soon local police re­
sponded to the scene. 

The Wakefield Police 
Chief brought four geiger 
counters to the pond and re­
ported getting high radiation 
readings on the machines. 
He contacted NH Civil De­
fense officials who brought 
in two additional, more so­
phisticated devices, to test 
for radiation . 

Wesley Williams . then 
deputy director of Civil De­
fense, in his official report. 
wrote that he took readings 
that night and reported lev ­
els of radiation ranging from 
zero to three roentgens on 
different machines. He said 
the readings were taken 
about 10 feet from the melted 
hole . 

Radiation from distant nu ­
clear fallout is usually mea ­
sured in smaller measure­
ments of one-thousandths of 
a roentgen. 

Officials said later the 
geiger counters, all six, were 
defective and had given er­
roneous readings because 
they had been stored in a 
warm building and brought 

into the freezing weather 
where water condensed on 
their coils . 

But tests conducted by the 
state in a special laboratory 
on the instruments indicated 
the counters were accurate 
and investigators said they 
were unable to duplicate any 
malfunction that would have 
given false readings . 

Shortly after state officials 
began arriving, those who 
had begun initial testing 
were told not to say anything 
to anyone about the incident. 
Nearly every resident in the 
town of 1,400 people denied 
knowledge of the incident or 
had been told not to discuss 
it. 

By Thursday of that week, 
McCarthy said state and lo­
cal officials made plans to 
drain the pond to see what 
was sitting on the bottom. 
Several fire truck pumper 
units were brought in, but 
their efforts lasted little 
more than an hour before it 
was decided too much water 
was coming into the pond for 
the trucks to pump out. 

At the time . the pond was 
about three feet deep where 
the melted hole appeared . 
Pumper trucks were suc­
cessful in lowering the water 
only slightly, according to 
reports. 

The pond bottom that was 
visible consisted of hard­
packed gravel and several 
inches of silt-sediment. It ap­
peared undisturbed, said 
Fish and Game officials who 
observed the pumping. 

It was shortly after the 
pumping stopped that the of­
ficials departed the scene. 

Several years ago, during 
a dry summer, the pond 
dried up and McCarthy hired 
a bulldozer and operator to 
deepen the pond. 1n the area 
where the object .had fallen, 
nothing was found. No 
springs were found during 

later excavations. 
During the incident, sever­

al soil and water samples 
were taken fro~ the pond. 
McCarthy said he was origi­
nally told not to let his horses 
drink the water, but later in 
the week he was told nothing 
was found in the samples 
and he allowed his animals 
to drink from the pond. 

Official reports state the 
"hole was caused by natural 
shifting and cracking of the 
ice" and the "radioactivity 
is attributed to inherent un­
reliability of the less accu· 
rate equipment that was 
used in the cold weather." 

There was also no evi­
dence to support the theory 
that an Unidentified Flying 
Object was responsible for 
the incident. There were no 
reports of an airplane crash 
or falling debris. 

Other officials reported 
the incident was not a hoax 
and that with the lack of 
tracks in the deep snow, it 
appeared that some object, 
either natural or man-made 
had fallen onto the pond. 

NORAD officials said no 
object had been observed de­
orbiting from space, but the 
heavy snowstorm had 
caused severe problems with 
the radar. 

NO HAZARD 
John Stanton, then direc­

tor of the state Radiation 
' Control Agency, reported 
that whatever had hap­
pened, it presented no haz­
ard. 

Reports indicate that since 
the object seen by McCarthy 
a·nd the hole in the ice was 
square, "it precluded a natu­
ral object.'' 

The report stated that 
some satellites contain de­
vices that derive power from 
nuclear fuel, similar to a 
miniature nuclear reactor. 

"If it had been a satellite 
- if it contained the device 
- if it survived burn-up in 
the lower atmosphere - it 
could account for the large 
quality of heat needed to cre­
ate the melting." 

The report noted the heat 
of the isotopes found inside 
the device could be sufficient 
to cause the device to pene­
trate deeper into the earth . 

Once the on-site investiga­
tion was complete, crews re­
turned to their offices, leav­
ing McCarthy to ponder 
what had happened to his 
peaceful Ballard Ridge 
Farm. 

DOG FOUND DEAD 
Less than a week after the 

incident, he found one of his 
German shepherd dogs 
dead. An autopsy was con­
ducted and material sent to 
several laboratories. McCar­
thy said sometime later he 
received a verbal report that 
the animal had died of inter­
nal burns, similar to those 
found in humans who had in­
gested radioactive material. 
However, McCarthy was 
never officially notified in 
writing of the findings. 

Two maple trees stood 
near the pond. The following 
year, the tree nearest the lo­
cation where the object was 
spotted died. The second tree 
survives . 

McCarthy said more unus­
ual incidents occurred about 
the time of the pond melting. 
He said a new digital watch 
he was wearing when he 
tried to retrieve the object 
suddenly stopped working. 
He said several investiga­
tors came and at first 
seemed interested in discov­
ering what had happened, 
but after speaking with 
"someone" they suddenly 
lost interest. 

Officially, the incident is 
closed, but McCarthy, who 
has lived on the farm nearly 
20 years, said the pond had 
never melted before the inci­
dent or since . 

He said he would just like 
someone to come forward 
and tell him what happened 
that cold January day . 

~UFO buffs seek to establish down-to-earth scientifi·c i'rriage 
r:- By Eric Schwarz 

The Patriot ledger 
.c 
~ BRAINTREE - Nancy Holmes 
~ began her search at 16 when she saw 

a disc-shaped metallic craft with 
whirling lights emerge from a setting 

~ su~it's the only time I've seen a 
.;, UFO, but that's enough," said the 
u natural sciences teacher from Whit­
.~ man. "It happens once and it opens 
::l up your mind and you want to find 

0 out. You want to find an answer." 
c:; Holmes was one of many at a 
w four-hour seminar yesterday for li-
8 censed unidentified flying object in­
w vestigators. 
...J The event. held at All Souls 
E-< Church in Braintree, concentrated 
S on facts. The UFO buffs said it was 
~ part of a campaign to replace "luna·· 
<( tic fringe" UFO stories with an 
0.. image of hard scientific inquiry. 

There was, for instance, a lecture 
from astronomer Victor Zeller who 
cautioned, ''Remember, the mind 
can play tricks on you." 

There also was a photography 
clinic run by State Police crime 
investigator Robert Melesciuc, and a 
talk on public relations strategy. 

"You may be interested in angels 
or parapsychology or other border­
line things, but please confine your 
discussions with the media to 
UFOs," Marge Christensen, MU­
FON's national public relations di­
rector told some 20 people who 
attended. "If you try to mix it up 
with ghosts or the Bermuda Triangle 
or Bigfoot or somethin1. it just 
confuses people." 

The scientific bent of MUFON•s 
leadership, however, does not always 
captivate the rank and r.Je. Take 
Leonard Silverman. for example. 

"The implica­
tions of UFOs 
are fascinating," 
he said. "It's 
kind of an es- u '""'"- '"" .. __ _ 

cape. Maybe 
some higher or 
more intelligent 
life out there 
that could help 
:::i:;_~? our situ- -C;L_hn-·s_t_..e .... ns,..en 

He said he views extra-terrestrials 
as the "ultimate grandfather figure." 
He decried the arrogance and ego 
problems of scientists and religious 
leaders who dismiss the possibility 

of any life that would challenge their "Source stated thJt on 9 May 
views of the world. . ( 1980), while a group of officers were 

Others at the meeting frustrated · in formation at Mariano ~falgar, 
the organization's move to respec they spotted a UFO that was round 
lability by saying they wouidn't give in shape, hovenng near the airfield. 
their names. "I'm a sculptor and a The air commander .ierambled an 
painter and my art is just getting off SU ·22 aircraft to make an inter­
the ground- I don't want to be cept," reads the document in terse 
associated with anything controver- Defense Department prose. 
sial," said one man. "The pilot, according to a third 

The basic MUFON strategy is to party, intercepted the vehicle and 
agree that about 90 percent of the fired upon it at very close range 
UFO sightings reported are explain- without causing any apparent dam· 
able by natural or human phenome- age. The pilot tried to make a second 
na. From that admission, MUFON pass on the vehicle, but the UFO out· 
members hope to focus study on ran the SU-22." 
encounters - of the first, second and Leaders also said numerous re­
third kind - that haven't been spectable sources have reported be· 
explained even after extensive study. ing abducted by aliens who conduct· 

One document that made the ed extensive tests on them. 
rounds at the meeting was acquired "We have a New York museum 
from the Department of Defense curator, college professors, Wall 
through the Freedom of Information Street executives, superintendents 
Act, according to Barry Greenwood, of schools and people high up in the 
author of Ckar Intent, a book alleg· military who have beat aWucted and 
ing extensive government knowledge studied extensively.'' Christensen 
of UFOa. . said. She said the pe-ople would not 

The report documents an alleged reveal their names for fear of ridicule. 
sighting above Peru's Mariano Mal· But as soon as she or others at the 
gar Air Force base, passed along by meeting would begin talking about 
what the department called a reliable "the thousands of abductions people 
source. have reported," they would step back 

to the data. 
"We don't draw conclusions, we 

just study the data," said James 
Melesciuc, MUFON's state director. 

Others allowed, however, that the· 
ories involving spaceships from afar 
seem the most plausible way to 
explain UFOs. 

"The one theory most entertained 
is the extra-terrestrial hypothesis. 
You say that if ita not from here, it 
must be from there," Greenwood 
said. 

But, he added, having a thesis is 
not enough. "We neffi evidence. We 
need to track something out into 
space or hope that one of these days 
one will stick around long enough to 
be studied." 

When confronted with the argu· 
ment that alien spacecraft would 
have to have been launched eons ago 
to reach the earth now, Greenwood 
said that propulsion systems devel· 
oped by other societies may be able 
to make UFOs go faster than scien· 
tists currently believe. 

CR: B. Greenwood 9 



LOOKING BACK 
POST, Denver, CO - Aug. 4, 1965 

screens at Tinker Air Force 

More Lights 
Noted in Sky 

By FRED BROWN MOVING COLOR LIGHTS Base in Oklahoma and by the 
Denver Post Staff. Writ~r The dispatcher said one worn· ~.S. Weather Bureau at. Wicb. 

Reports of m~stenous lights an caller said she saw the slow- 1~a, ~an. These accomparued 
In the sky continued in Chey- ly mcving lights. alternately 1 ~1ght~gs by several persons, 
~e, Wyo., for the third night flashing red, blue and white, mcluding som~ .law of~tcers. 
~ .~ row Monday~ and a boy about u:2o p.m. _NORAD offiCials s~~ Mon~~Y 
VISiting Denver satd he saw a Warren AFB abo received rught, however, that an imtial 
red-and-white disc in the sKy calls but according to the study of the majority of reports 
early Tuesday. Cheyenne dispatcher no one thus far received would indi-

But. officia~ at the North "in an official capa~ity" saw cate th.e o~servation~ were as-
Amenc~n Air Defense Com- the lights. tronomtca~ 10 nature: 
mand 10 Colorado Springs de- Both lights were described They said the objects ob-
cla~ed the current outbreak of as "larger and brighter" than se~ed probably were the planet 
aenal phenomena was "astro- stars and flashed quick changes Jupiter or any of four bright 
nomical in nature." in color as they stood motion- ~tars .. which are ~learly visible 

And a toz:ner D~nver ~oon- less, then began moving slowly. m the eastern sky. 
watch~r sa_td daylight stghtings ·Dennis Taylow, 13, son of Mr. SCIENTISTS EXPLAIN 
of ~ymg lights could be ex- and Mrs. Mel Taylow of Los An- . Scientists previously have ex-
pia~~ as sunlig~t glin~g off geies, Calif., told his parents plained that the lJ!Os might be 
the 1ndescent bodies of msects. he saw a disc-like object over · m the nature of mirag~s- _such 
STARTED SATURDAY Denver about 1:30 a.m. Tues- las cloud layers reflecting Jlights 

Beginning Saturday night, re- day. : on the ground or glinting auto 
ports of unidentified flying ob- Dennis was sleeping In the windshields. 
Jects (~Os). have come from backyard at 1624 s. Humboldt 1 No_rton T. Novitt, 2601 5. Col-
persons m Widely scattered . st. with his cousins, David, 11, I umbme St., called The Denver 
areas of the Mountain and I and Gary Taylow. 12. The . boy~ Post Tu~sday to offer a new 
Southwestern states. said the moving light, glowing explana~on. 

At Cheyenne, four employes · white in front and red in back He said that when he was a 
of Warren Air Force Bas~ r~· 1 gave out a high, whining nois~ member of the Denver Moon 
port~y saw_ about ~ cylindri- "sort of like a jet plane." Watch Team three years ago, 
cal objects With cockpits and re- I As it circled from west to he. and. anoth~r man tracked 
volvi~g ~ed light hovering over 

1 

north to east, they said, it left I fly10g li.ghts with te!escopes. 
~slle sit~ early Sunday mo;n- , a white contrail. They said they The ~ghts, he s~Id, proved .to 
~g. That rught, two other flymg watched it about 25 minutes. ~e sunlight r~flecting off. ~e 11"· 
tights were reported. A housewife in La Junta I Id~scent bodies and whirrmg 

Monday ni~ht, several persons 
1 
Colo., said she saw a bright sil- ~~mg: of fly10g ants in nuptial 

called the dispatcher at the ver lens-shaped object turning g · . . 
Cheyenne Police Department to slowly in the daytime sky 150 to ul The flights, he said, occur aim-
report they had seen two lights, I ~ feet above her head. taneously all over the coun-
one eas~ of the city and one west 

1 
Several objects report~y try· 

~f the city, about 11:20 p.m. • were tracked Sunday on radar 

~'flying Saucer' 
; Spotted in Okla. 
< 

I i OKLAHOMA CITY, July 31 
< 1(AP\-A policeman at Wynne· 
~ jwood·, in south central Okla-

.. homa, reported sighting an un­
ro identified flying object early 
:2 Saturday. 
c. The policeman, Lewis Sikes, 
Qj said he first saw the object at 
"g 1:30 A. M. He said it appeared 
~ to emit a red; blue and white 
•r-i light. 
if He said it appeared to hover 

in one spot and he observed it 
r;z; for about 45 minutes before re­
~ porting it to the Oklahoma High­
H way Patrol. 
§ LOCATED ON RADAR 

~ Tinker Air Force Base in Ok· 
lahoma City was advised of the 
sighting and located the object 
on radar at about 8000 feet. 
After checking with other gov­
ernment installatio-ns, Tinker 
officials said no air traffic was 
authorized to be in the area . 

Carswell Air Force Base at 
Fort Worth, Tex., also located 
the object on radar and both 
Tinker and Carswell tracked 
the object to a point 15 miles 
southwest of Tinker, where it 
disappeared from both radar-
scopes. 
BRIEF RETURN 

It was picked up again a few 
minutes later and tracked to a 
location 29 miles south of Tinker 
where it again disappeared. It 
was not relocated. 

Officials at Tinker said they 
had no information as to the 
nature or origin of the object. 

EXAMINER, San Francisco, CA - Aug. 6, 1965 DAILY CAPITAL, Topeka, KS - Feb. 9, 1955 

Radar Crews .Get 

Solid Fix on UFOs 
HOUGHTON (Mich.)-(UPI) said three other radar . sta· 

-Personnel at the u.s. Air tlons, in North Dakota, Min· 
Force radar base in the Ke· ~eso~ and Luther Air Sta· 
weenan Peninsula yesterday bon 1.n Canada, .also report~d 
reported "solid radar con· spottmg the. obJects. He satd 
tact" with seven to 10 un· anot~e~ stati~n rep?rted elec­
identified flying objects mov- tromc Jammmg of lts radar. 
ing in a "V" formation over Seven other objects were 
Lake Superior. spotted over Duluth and jet 

The objects were moving in~erceptors gave chase. ~e 
out of the southwest a n d sa1d, but they could not ma1~· 
were heading north • north· tain the spe~d of ~e UFO s 
east at about 9,000 miles per. and were easU1 outdtstanced. 
hour. the men said. They The radar personnel, Air 
w e r e 5,200 to 17,000 feet Force enlisted men, asked 
hiP- that their names not be dli-

One of the men at the base dosed. 

Weird Lights Seen Hovering 
In Southwestern -Kansas Sky 

GREA,T BEND-(JP)-Two oil 
company employees and aNa­
tional Guard officer reported 
the appeance of strange lights 

in this area Monday night. 
Bill Whitcraft of Ellinwood 

and Bill Snyder of Great Bend 
said they noticM the lights 

about 9:30 p. m. while travel­
ing from Russell, about 45 
north, to Great Bend. 

Whitcraft and Snyder, em­
ployed by the Lane,-Wells OU 
Co., said the lights appeared 
to be formed into a triangle 
at first and then appt>ared to 
string out ltno a straight line. 

C hi e t W a r rant Officer 
Charles ·Russell said he and 
from 15 to 20 other National 
Guardsmen observed the lights 
at the Great Bend Municipal 
Airport. He said they appeared 

to be at 20 to 30 thousand feet 
altitude. 

Ru!lsen said the lights were 
as bright as automobile head­
lights ·but said they did not 
~end out beams. He said that 
after his group had watcbeci 
them for se\·eral minutes they 
moved eastward and "'just 
faded out." 

About two weeks ago, sev­
eral snowplow operators re­
ported seeing strange blue 
lights bobbing and hovering 
over the Blue Mountains in 
Oregon. They said the lights 
seemed to hum. One man said 
he thought he was within 500 
yards of the phenomenon. 
None who observed the lights 

in this area said anythint 
about color and sound, how· 
ever. 
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FOREIGN NEWS 
TIMES, Derbyshire, England - Jan. 24, 1986 

Survey reveals amazing 
public Close opinion 

encounters 
of a 

shared 
kind 

A NATIONWIDE survey has revealed an 
astonishing fact. That the majority of British people 
believe an invasion of earth from outer space is im· 
minent. Within five years, in fact. 

That's the bottom line, but 
just in case it should be 
thought the threat is not 
taken seriously in high 
places it's as well to note that 
Reagan and Gorbachev. 
when not watching each 
other, have an eye on the 
heavens. They agreed at 
their recent summit meeting 
to combine forces to fight off 
any alien attack . 

Even the Ministry ot Defence has 
come out of the closet to admit there 
could be something in so-called 
unidentified atmospheric 
phenomenon ( U AP l or unidentified 
flying object (UFO) slghtings. As a 
result of pressure from the House of 
Lords It released reports to the 
British UFO Research Association. 

Even so the cynics will scott. For a 
start the statisticians are on their 
aide when they say that If there are a 
rn1lllon other clvUI.zatlona in the 
raJ.axY, and If all the planeta are 
worth looking at , then should each 
clvUI.zaUon launch a starshlp an­
nually we on earth could expect a 
visit every 10,000 years. And cynics 
pride themselves on being able to 
spot cranks when they're 10,000 llght 
years distant. 

Yet close encounters of a. 
sha.red kind have been ex­
perienced close at hand by 
people who, until something 
ha.ppened to them, were tbe 
flrst to dub all reports a s 
lunatic. 

Ilene Perry ( " ... UFOs were just 
hearsay to me until I had two en­
counters") saw an upside-down Ice 
cream cone-shaped object flying 
just above the telegraph poles near 
Bole Hlll, Wingerworth. A bus load 
of people saw something odd at the 
aame Ume. 

In June, 1884, June Skinner 
witnessed a strange happening in 
the Staveley sky. 

"I'd never seen anything like It 
before," she said. 

"I'm very good at recognising 
planes after working in the RAF, but 
th..ls craft was definitely not a plane 
and was not on any flight path ." 

Travelling from Mastin Moor 
towards Chesterfield, It was semi· 
circular and had bright lights on the 
front and underside . It made a quiet 
hum as It passed overhead. 

And an object like a star with blue 
and red flashing lights was spotted 
over Shuttlewood last August by 
Elsie Lee who, untU that time, had 
seen nothing despite an active ln­
.Yolvement with the Chesterfield 
UFO Society . 

By Tony Cragg 
She said : " I keep an open mind 

and don 't read science fiction books . 
I don't know it It was a space craft 
but It was not an object I can Iden­
tity ." And she had a witness . Pc 
Mark Turner watched the object tor 
about 35 minutes before It moved oft 
in the direction ot Drontleld. 

It's no use trying to explain to 
those who have seen the lights that It 
would take the inhabitants of our 
nearest star system - Alpha Cen­
taur\ - nearly 100 years to make the 
round trip to earth, always assum­
ing their craft could travel at 70 
mUllon mUes an hour. It's no use 
pushing statistical Improbability 
down their throats : they just won 't 
swallow lt. After all . as everybody 
knows, there are lies, bloody lies -
and statistics. 

People do see the unex­
plainable. Whether it is 
beca.use of physical reality or 
because o f psyc h ic or 
metaphysical effect, they 
will continue to see things. 
Not that there's a nything 
new in lt. Some cave draw­
ings have been interpreted as 
images of flying saucers. 

And there could be a touch of the 
primeval about reported happen­
ings . A year or so ago, travelllng 
from Buxton to Chestertleld. late at 
night, I heard a terrible screeching 
coming from the hillside and. at the 
same time, the car lights went out. 
The sound stopped, the lights came 
on again . I didn't see anything - not 
then anyway - but felt a malevolent 
presence . I . too. then saw the light . 

We can ' t all be candidates tor the 
funny farm . We can't all be cranks. 
J . Allen Hynek , consultant to an in· 
vestlgation into UFO activity by the 
US Air Force . coined the phrase 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind. 
It's been done to death but tor those 
who have experienced something 
(and recorded events are legion) 
there's one comfort. The weight of 
evidence Is Impressive : encounters 
have often been of the shared kind . 

Unfortunately , however. It ' s cold 
comfort - as cold as space itself . 

CR: T. Good 
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Cabbie tells of 
drantatic chase 

-with ~uFOs' 

··~.,. "'; f ... -
Mr. Hum points out where he sighted the lights. 

Daughter 
loll owed 
by UFO 
-claim 

A WYMONDHAM 
girl had a close 
encounter of the 
scary kind when she 
was "followed" home 
by a bright light in 
the sky, police 
reported today. 

A middle-aged man 
reported the UFO 
in~ident onvulvong his 
daughter. without leaving 
his name and addrr~s at 
the police station on 
Wvmondham. 

A poloce spokesman 
saod there had been 
several reports of bright 
lights in thr skies around 
Wvmondham. The man 
who reported the latrst 
sighting was not thr sort 
to make thiugs up. the 
spokesman add<'d . 

MacLaine rejects charges 
Actress Shirley Maclaine has rejected charges in 

Lima, Peru, that she was a nco-Nazi for her suggestion 
that space aliens could have helped the Incas 

build the ancient ruined city of 
Machu. Picchu. 

'"It is very, very possible, 
maybe even more than possible, 
that if there arc extraterrestrial 
beings. they were attracted by 
the superior spiritual advance­
ment of the people that lived in 
Peru," she said at a Saturday 
news conference. 

A Peruvian state agency three 
weeks ago ordered ABC Circle 
Films to rewrite a small portion 

Mac Laine of the ·script to the 
miniseries "Out on a Limb" removing a suggestion that 
aliens may ha'c had a hand in building Peru's ancient 
stone ruins .. vfachu Picchu . 

Archacolo~ ;sts say the Machu Picchu stone ruins 

by SYLVIA WATSON 

A YOUNG woman and the taxi driver 
who was taking her borne are con­
vinced they spotted UFOs above the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment in Faro­
borough. 

And a local UFO expert has said their description 
of three bright orange lights is consistent with other 
mysterious objects sighted throughout the area. 

Miss Danielle Mansbridge bright and big that someone 
(20) and cabbie Mr. Gerry else in the area must have seen 
Hum were both puzzled by the them too. 
lights in Keith Lucas Road last There have been many sight-
week. ings of mysterious Oying ob-

The taxi driver quickly jccts and strange lights in the 
turned his car around and they ''News" area. 
chased after the hovering 
lights, but they suddenly 
di~appeared . 

Danielle. of Pennine Way. 
Cove, said: " I really don't 
know what they were. The 
lights were very bright - you 
couldn't miss them. They were 
there just as I as gelling into 
the cab. 

Danielle, who works at Dia­
logue Distribution in Camber­
ley, had been visiting her 
boyfriend , Mr. Brian Knight 
(23) at his home in Keith Lu­
cas Road . 

Danidle and Mr. Hum even 
drove around by the South­
wood golf course and RAE to 
try to trace the source of the 
lights. but without success. 

Amazed 
"There was no noise at all , 

but they were blazing orartge. 
very bright and big," Danielle 
said. 

"I have never seen anything 
like it before - that's why I 
was so amazed." 

Mr. Hum (31), of Brook­
house Road, Cove, who works 
for Ace Radio Cars of Faro­
borough, said : "It was like a 
helicopter formation, just 
hovering. 

"They looked about 25ft. 
apart, but it's difficult to gues~ 
distance in the sky. 

"There might be an explana­
tion for it - but they were 
definitely not helicopters or 
aeroplanes. I can't explain it." 

Mr. Hum said the lights 
"just veered away" and van· 
ished without a s.~und. 

"It is intriguing - I would 
like to know what it wa.s." 

He said the lights were so 

Probing 
Experts investigating aerial 

phenomena have been probing 
local reports of UFOs for more 
than 15 years and some of the 
sightings have remained appar· 
ently unexplained. 

Mr. Omar Fowler, a local 
UFO expert, said the descrip­
tion of the lights was consis­
tent with UFO activity in the 
area. 

"There has been quite a lot 
going on in the Farnborough 
area," he added. 

Mr. Fowler is currently com­
piling a report on sightings. 

He said he was still receiving 
reports from people who had 
seen mysterious objects in the 
skies two or three years ago, 
but who had been reluctant 
until now to come forward. 

STARS & STRIPES, Washington, DC 
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cradled in the saddle of an Andean mountain ridge rep­
resent the apex of the lncan empire more than four 
centuries ago. 

State Anthropologist Oscar Nunez del Prado told re­
porters that MacLainc was a "neo-Nazi" and said the 
miniseries script was part of "a racist campaign." 

He charged that the campaign "is intended to show that 
people who are not descendants of the Aryans cannot have 
ancestors capable of the great works of humanity." 

Maclaine, 51, said she believes "we are not the only 
living beings in the cosmos." 

The Oscar-winning actress said she felt "great sadness 
that from a feeling of personal insignificance came an II 
accusation of nco-Nazism." 

"Out on a Limb" is based on Maclaine's autobiogra­
phical book of the same name and deals with her spiri ­
tual awakening and belief in reincarnation . 
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The day a giant 'serpent' hissed 
through the skies 

Whether you be­
lieve in UFOs or not is 
entirely up to you . If 
like me. you follow 
Brer Rabbit's policy of 
lying low and aaying 
nothing until the 
boundaries of science 
have been pushed 
back a bit more. it 
may come as an un­
comfortable shock to 
discover that UFO 
sightings are not 
exclusive to the 
twentieth century 

Only fifteen yeara ego. 
we were treating people 
who claimed to heve 
seen UFOs as attention­
seekers or boozers or 
those long overdue for 
the psychiatrist's couch . 
Officials gave all sorta of 
down to earth reasons 
for the sightings and 
when all else fatled you 
could always glame a 
meteor . 

However, the nine­
teenth century was 
qu1te rich in its own 
store of sightings. Its 
earliest UFO sighting 
was of an eighty foot 
long object flying 600ft 
above Baton Rouge , 
Louisiana, on the night 
of April 5. 1800. It radi­
ated light and heat 
almost as powerful as 
that of the sun and, after 
it had disappeared, there 
followed an exploaion 
and an earth tremor from 
an area where trees 
were later found charred 
and smashed . 

This was curiously like 
a mmiature version of a 
Similar object which 
exploded over Siberia on 
June 30. 1908. wi th 

1'.) 

June Moore reports on 
spectacular UFO sightings 

the century. 

some 
before 

such force thlt it de­
stroyed a herd of rein­
deer. ripped up eight 
million trees and sent a 
ahock wave twice round 
the world . 

"Must have been 1 
meteor" you chorus aa 
one. Maybe. But con­
sider the case of the 
sightings which were 
prolonged and many, of 
eirahipa with motora end 
lights over the USA in 
1896 and 1897. At this 
time, men had not yet 
invented the aeroplane. 
Vet on April 5, 1897, 
hundreds of people im 
Om1h1 watched 1 
metal, cigar-shaped 
airship sailing majes· 
tlcally at an altitude of 
about 4,000ft, flying 
against the wind until it 
disappeared into the 
clouds. Many of such 
sightlngs were reported 
all over the USA in 1 898 
and 1987. 

I often wonder how 
they explained that one. 
for meteors tend to flash 
by and certainly never 
sail majestically. They 
couldn't claim that one 
of their aircraft was on 
manoeuvres for they had 
neither aircraft nor any 
of the sophisticated 
avionic marvels of to­
day. 

This avalanche of 
UFOs was not confined 
to America but waa lie­
ble to break out any­
where . As early as June 
19, 1801. citizens of 
Hull in this country 
watched from midnight 
to 1 am as a huge blue· lit 
sphere hovered in the 
darkness . Like some 
modern UFOs it split into 
sttveral bodies, re -

auembled Itself - and 
vaniahed. 

On July 17, 1806, in 
daylight, the people of 
London saw an object 
like a conical saucer 
flying rapidly across the 
sky. shining brightly and 
ahootlng sparks. Four 
montha later, a similar 
object waa aeen over 
Swensea. 

Green 
men 

Though the modern 
day sighting& of UFOs 
deacribe different 
shapes, they are not so 
varied as the mixture 
which apparently blazed 
across the sky in front of 
our ancestors . Plate 
shapes, -dome shapes or 
cigar shapes are quite 
enough for the average 
peraon to adjust to, 
t~erafore , the people of 
Darlington County, 
South Caroline, must 
have been close to hys­
ter ia when, in May, 
1888, they saw an 
enormous serpent shape 
object gliding through 
the air with a hiss1ng 
noise . This serpent 
shape was seen ma'ly 
times, but the weirdest 
sightings of this time 
happened in 1873 when 
farmers near Bonham, 
Texas, reported seeing 
what looked like a giant 
serpent drifting over 
their farms. It later 
eppeered near Fort 
Scott, Kansas, and went 
on to frighten cavalry 
horses at Fort Riley . 

Maybe the little green 
men were experimenting 
during the nineteenth 
century for their UFOs 

appeared In every con­
ceivable shape, which 
may be fair enough for 
progress and evolution 
but can play havoc with 
the nerves of everyone 
watchmg from down 
here. 

Here ere a few 
examples of the shapes 
that were seen and they 
name only a few. There 
wu a thing like e 
twenty-foot pruning fork 
over Poland in 1825; a 
rectangular luminous 
body over Niagara Falls 
in 1833; a disc with a 
tail over the Atlantic in 
1870; a triangular shape 
rising and felling in the 
sky over Bermuda in 
1855 (has this some­
thing to do with the 
mysteries of the 
Bermuda Triangle71. 

Then, in 1880, over 
Madisonville and 
Louisville, Kentucky, a 
complicated object like a 
man, covered in 
machinery with a sphere 
at each end, appeared. 

Finally, there is the 
case of Alexander 
Hamilton , a former 
Congressman and much 
respected by neighbours 
and officials as a man of 
integrity. As 81/en the 
purest among us can 
have a mad half hour 
once in a while , I. 
therefore leave an open 
verdict on this man, who 
swore that a three 
hundred foot -long cigar· 
shaped airship had 
almost landed on h1s 
farm at Lt! Roy. Kansas, 
at 10 30pm on Apr1l 19, 
1897. 

As he and two other 
men approached the 

craft, only thirty- foot 
above them. they were 
astonished to see, in the 
brilliantly lit interior. six 
strange beings whom 
they could hear talking in 
an unknown language. 
The aliens saw the 
farmer and took off. 

Unknown 
laJliUale 

However, if you feel 
more inclined to take the 
word of three trustwor· 
thy astronomers, you 
can choose between 
these peoole. 

In 1883, Mexican 
astronomer Dr Jose 
Bonilla saw through his 
telescope, over a period 
of two hours, 283 ob­
jects like flying plates 
movln·g at immense 
speeds and, later, 48 
torpedo · like objects 
gliding through the 
atmosphere. 

On July 29 , 1878, 
astronomers James C 
Watson and Lewis Swift 
were observing a total 
eclipse of the sun . They 
saw two disc-shaped 
objects, each about half 
a mile across, hovenng 
at a height of 20,000 
miles. 

If UFOs are a reality, a 
debatable point even 
now, then it's quite a 
shock to find that they 
were spinning around in 
the sky before man had 
invented planes of any 
sort . And the thought 
that extra terrestial eyes 
have been scanning us 
for countless centuries 
g1ves you the uncom· 
fortable feeling that 
maybe Big Brother was 
watthlng us tong before 
George Orwell was born. 
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Orbiting with 
the cosmic cults 

By JOHN OUGIITON 

Doug Curran rolls his eyes in des­
pair a1 !he leas1 sugges1ion 1ha1 he 
believes in flying saucers or alien 
visilalions. Conservalively dressed 
10 repel such nolions, in a pink 
shin and blue tie, his beard nea1ly 
!rimmed, he's sandwiching an in­
lerview wilh NOW belween a ses­
sion with a local daily paper and a 
forthcoming CBC Journal spol. 

The cause of 1his recenl excite­
men! is Curran's book In Advance 
of 1he Landing: Folk Concep1~ of 
OUier Space. And, he wriles, 
"Near the end of mos1 imerviews 
1he interviewer will lean wward 
me ... 'So 1ell me, Doug .. . do you 
1hink UFOs really exis1 ?'" 

Curran, as objectively as he can, 
photographs and wri1es abou1 
Nonh Americans who believe 1hey 
have been taken for rides on alien 
spacecraft, that humanily will be 
rescued by UFOs or !hey lived pre­
vious lives on olher worlds . Bu1 
whal Curran is after is "!heir moli­
vation, the cultiva1ion of how lhese 
people built !heir belief systems. I 
walk away from the queslion of 
whether I believe or nm . I1's no! 
relevanl to what I'm trying to do." 

Many of the people he records 
combine their extraterrestrial be­
liefs with more traditional religions 
like Theosophism or Christianity. 
One of the Canadians portrayed is 
Constant Bilodeau, whose glasses 
and muttonchop whiskers make 
him a double for Isaac Asimov . Bi­
lodeau's Centre of Cosmic Con­
sciousness in St. Jovite, Quebec 
displays a Madonna, Our Lady of 
Outer Space, who faces a model of 
a flying saucer. 

Many of Curran's subjects be­
lieve that the universe is ruled by a 
kind of intergalactic council of as­
cended masters, one of whom is 
Jesus. Earth's violence and ad­
vance of the physical sciences com­
pared with its social and spiritual 
knowledge makes it a danger 
point, a planet on the brink of ar­
maggeddon. 

Curran says these credos are "a 
logical outcome to a society that's 
distanced itself from traditional re­
ligion and the power of that religi-

on. It's pari of the urge 10 hand 
our hopes in a bigger baskcl, to im­
agine a lechnology one step beyond 
our realm of knowledge." 

Significant bulges 
He adds that the records of 

sightings of UFOs show a couple 
of significanl bulges in !he las! cen­
tury. In the grea1 airship mystery 
of 1896-97, 1housands of Ameri ­
cans reponed seeing airships !hat 
resembled a Da Vinci drawing: 
"large cigar-shaped ships in the air, 
powered by motors !hat drove air 
screws, propellers or wing-like 
sails." These sigh lings were never 
satisfactorily explained, he says . 

By the !ale 1940s, when human­
designed aircraft were a common 
sight, people began 10 report seeing 
craft !hat outperformed early jel 
planes: saucers that !ravelled at 
great speeds and made impossible 
turns. Curran explains: "prior 10 
the second world war, most alien 
encounters were Seen as lhreaten­
ing or war-like. Bu1 !hen, after !he 
atomic bomb 1es1s and !he onsel of 
!he cold war, suddenly 1he alien 
visi1a1ions were seen as something 
welcome: they were seen as 1he sav­
iours, the consciousness-bringer~ . " 

Curran was told by several be­
lievers thai he had a special role as 
a "way-shower," a preparer of !he 
path for olhers. One of the biggesl 
cults, in California (of course), is 
the Unarius Foundation . Their 
leader is the 82-year-old Ruth Nor­
man, who considers herself an in­
carnation of !he archangel Uriel 
and who rides like a cosmic Mary 
Kay in a Cadillac with a roof­
mounted flying saucer. She recent­
ly wrote Curran to tell him "the 
date of the coming of the space­
ships, and that you are truly one of 
the way-showers." 

"When they tell me thai," Cur­
ran says wryly, "I say, 'yes, and 
I'm here to take your picture."' 
Creating the book was a labour 
that consumed many months 
spread over several years, and two 
cars. A Ryerson photography 
graduate previously known for his 
sensitive documentary work on 
Metis seulements, Curran's project 

While researching his book on people who are awaiting visitations from outer space, Doug Curran 

was several times offered prophet-status by his subjects. 

started off with the title which 
came to him in a dream in 1975. 

His research method for finding 
believers was original. Visiting 
small towns, he would show a post­
card of a flying saucer from a col­
lection he had printed of UFO folk 
art, to newspaper editors or wait­
resses and ask if any local people 
were imerested in such things. 
AJong the way he documemed 
saucer-shaped homes and many 
commercial icons that advertised 
motels or tourist auractions with 
rockets or spacecraft . 

Working saucers 
But he also found people who 

tried to build working flying sau­
cers such as The Bluebird, now re­
posing in a barn in Detour Village, 
Michigan. A group built the hull 
and other parts of the craft, but 
had problems perfecting its 
"double-vonex" engine and even­
tually splimered when founder 
Warren Goetz left. 

Curran, who used large format 
6x7 em and 4xS inch cameras for 
most of the photos, had to rent a 
special wide-angle lens and rig huge 
lights to photograph the Bluebird 
in its home. The book's stunning 
cover photograph of a minimalist 
stone saucer by sculptor Jene 
Highstein agairtst a surreal night­
scape, also took some ingenuity. 

"After taking some shots, I 
drove 600 miles and then decided 
they didn't have enough jam in 
them. So I turned around, came 
back, used a fill-in flash and open­
ed the lens for exposures of up to 
two hours. I'd open the lens, set an 
alarm clock and then sleep until the 
exposure was done," he said . 

In many of his portraits the sub­
ject stares straight at the camera, 

standing beside an artifact of belief 
(such as the Bellenium Falcon, a 
Ford station wagon with roof­
mounted afterburners and slogans 
like "Hey Kids! Go to work in a 
real spaceship!"). "They wanted 
to be in the picture, testifying 
through me. I tried to use form to 
dictate the content." 

He strove for a similar clarity in 
his writing. American writer Tom 
Wolfe took an early interest in 
Curran's project and contributed a 
foreward to the book. Wolfe told 
him: "You have to tell the truth 
and explain it as clearly as you 
can." For Curran, that meant 
"there were times in writing when I 
came across a good turn of phrase 
- but when it coloured things, or 
was opinionated, it had to go." 

Curran's distance from "space 
cadet" status is also evident in his 

practical approach to the book: 
"The S19.9S price is the magic 
number_ 1 wanted a real Toyota of 
a book that looked good but didn't 
cost too much so that people who 
care nothing about flying saucers 
or photography will pick it up." 
He also insisted on an index and 
bibliography so that the book can 
find use as a supplementary text in 
unive~ity courses on religion and 
sociology. 

Curran's next project also focus­
es on belief: documenting gospel 
preachers in the U.S. who travd 
and preach in tents. He expresses 
some fears abou the work - .. 1 
know they're going to call on me to 
testify, to get up and preach, and 
there's a certain point beyond 
which I can't work" - but he's 
leaving next month to trace down 
some leads. In a car. 

SOUTII WALES ECHO, Cardiff, Wales 
March 18, 1986 CR: T. Good 

'Flying saucer' storm 
in a Welsh tea cup 

UFO-SPOTTERS 
flooded police and 
airport switch­
boards last night to 
warn of a mystery 
array of bright 
lights hovering over 
South Wales. 

But altboucb ometal 
IOW'Cft t.oday deac:rtbed 
tbe ''alien apece.cratt" aa 
nllht-Usbta on RAF air­
craft on a~ milltary 
nt-!Uelllng exerelae, that 
wun·t enouab to aau.ty 
some "Oytnc-aaueer" 
watcbera. 

Sou&b Walel police were 
"lDUDdat..cl" wlt.b calla 
haa .. tar u Bndpad 

and tbe Rhymney Valley. 
A spokesman ror Card111 

Airport expla1ned tele­
phones wrre ''red-bot" for 
an bour aa t.be curtou.s 
caJJera nng tn_ 

"It wae a mWt.a.ry exer­
cise with one aircraft 
approaclUng a larger one 
to re-tuel. They were 
travellln& quite slowly 
and had an unusual dis­
play ol ltgbta - that Is 
why so many people were 
baffled," said a pollee 
spokesman. 

But Mns Manna Davtea 
of Rudry Common. near 
Caerphllly wbo apent 15 
minutes watchlns last. 
nlibt.. said: ••A mWt.ary 
exen:lle? AbeolutelJ no 
WIIJ, 

"I'm convinced It was a 
uro aJt.bough 1 would 
Wte to think It waa on our 
aide," 5be aald. 

Mns Davies, her lG-year­
old daughter Julia. a 
friend and another child 
were travelling up a lane 
to t.heli cottage wben t.hey 
stopped. 

"We saw two bright 
head-u.tlt.a and st.aned 
reveratng back. I t.bought. 
It waa anot.her car - but 
tben tbe llgbt.a shot up lD 
Ule air," abe sakL 

"Then suddenly the 
llgbt.a shot off 1n cWferent 
direeUona before llylDc 
away. I'd ~r seeo uy­
\hlnc 11ke It before even 
tbouab we often have air­
cntt over bere," abe uJd. 

BLAST TO SPACE 
By KEITH FRASER 
Staff Reporter 

He built his owo "spaceship " aud 
lounged In lt for hour:J hoping to receive 
signals from outer space. 

The mechanical wblz t'V(· n added a 
"'ood stove, a sofa and a TV to the cap­
aule, made from two aatelHte dishes. 

And, before he vanished aix y~an ago, 
Granger Taylor of Duncan told hla 
frlenda he wu going to take off for 
another tolar aystem. 

!\ow police have found unidentified 
human bones and the blasted rewaius of 

a truck btlonglng to T'lylor. aliens' craft and see who they were," 
They were discovered March 20 by a Magor said. 

provincial works crew at the site of 1\ "Granger felt be was being communi­
dynamite blast six kilometres northwest cated with by mental telepathy, that they 
of Duncan. were getting through to him. 

A case of dynamite was reported min- "The case of Granger Taylor was very 
log from Taylor's parents' farm. Interesting to us, because be was not 

And buddy Bob Nielsen Is almost cer- known as an oddball." 
lain his friend was blasted Into oblivion. Striking out on his own, Taylor built a 

Duncan UFO expert John Magor belle- one-cylinder car and restored a steam 
ves Taylor was attempting to get to locomotive that he'd hauled from the 
another galaxy In his "spaceship." woods. 

"He believed If he could get to thlll A burly 120 kilograms (265 pounda), 
point he'd be taken aboard one of the he was as strong as a wrestler and even 

PROVINCE, Vancouver, B.C., Canada- April 6, 1986 CR: J. Magor 

fmllt his own wrestling ring on the farm. 
He built a replica of a Second World 

War fighter plane - a Kitty Hawk - that 
he later sold for $20,000. 

He got a pilot's licence and bought a 
plane with a partner. 

In the late 1970a, he beaan turning hJa 
interest to outer apace. 

Tbat'a when he built the "spaceship" 
and prepared for hla trip with the aliena. 

Taylor's parents, both retired, ~fu•e 
to discuss their aon'a fate. And It's still a 
mystery exactly how Taylor planned to 
use the dynamite. 13 
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CONTRARY to public opinion, 
UFOs are regularly seen over 
m~or cities and Bradford is by no 
means an exception. 

The Yorkshire UFO Society has on 
record many startling encounters over 
Bradford and its surrounding satellite 
towns and villages. 

Reports of strange inc!dents is nothing new 
to tt$ area, yet how real is the phenomenon 
and can it all be placed in categories which 
support a more down to earth explanation? 
The evidence suggests not, and we must 
point out that the following documentation 
has been analysed by some of the leading 
UFO researchers in this country and much of 
the data suggests an unknown intelligence. 

Reports of UFOs continue to build up In 
our files relating to the Bradford area, but we 
must go all the way back to 1960 to find a 
classic example of how the subject displayed 
itself to a couple of innocent witnesses. This 
report, compared with recent encounters, 
will amply show how little the UFO has 
changed in the eyes of the un·knowing wit· 
ness. 

Froze 
Two women had left a house in the Low 

Moor area and were heading on foot towards 
High Fernley. Suddenly they became aware 
of a dark grey saucer shape just above a 
nearby hillside. Around the centre of the 
object a series of bright!~· lit 'portholes' were 
very evident. No sound could be heard even 
though the object was just two hundred feet 
away, hovering motionless just above some 
advertisment boards. The couple froze for a 
moment, and watched the very large craft 
move silently towards the Pennines. 

There is nothing in the report to suggest a 
hoax or mis-identification of any known 
airborne object. 

How physical is the phenomena and do 
UFOs constitute a threat to the public? A 

lARK BIRDSALL, Rese1rch Director of the 
Yorkshire UFO Society, describes recent 
lightlngs, 1nd concludes thlt II'ICiford Is on 1 
I1Sijor UFO fllghtpath. ll1rk1 1 28-yelf-old 
computer oper1tlve, formed the YUFOS with 
his brother In 1981.1t now his some 200 
members, 40 of them In II'ICiford. 

terrified witness living in the King's Road 
recalls: "The year was 1967 and I was aware 
of a loud. pulsating, whirling SI)Und outside 
my bedroom. The time was 2.30 a.m. I turned 
my bedroom light on and the sound grew 
louder. At this point my bedroom light 
started to flicker. I looked outside the 
window and couldn't believe my eyes! An 
enormous domed saucer was moving slowly 
across the street. It sent shivers down my 
back. It was bright silver and had a series of 
flashing lights around a raised dome. I would 
estimate its size to be no smaller than 150 ft . 
It was incredible." 

The modern era of UFO sightings and the 
lengthy investigative methods and pro­
cedures YUFOS undertake to solve such 
mysteries are today 'dogged' by man's own 
advanced technological achievements in 
aviation. Today there are so many unusual 
objects to be seen in the skies. But could 
anything explain the object which hurtled 
towards Bradford on November 7, 1981? 

Many witnesses as far afield as Hudders· 
field spotted a strange sphere cruising at tree 
top level and spinning rapidly. As it 
approached south Bradford. people observed 
a smaller sphere entering the large 
windowed ball. 

1981 was perhaps Bradford's year in so far 
as UFO sightings arE' conc!'rned. But few of 
the witnesses to the following daylight 

experience will ever forget the month of 
June. We had received calls relating to the 
sighting of a large saucer shaped craft 
hovering over the West of the city. Quite 
quickly our Bradford investigators hurried 
to the scene. 

Perhaps as is always the case with UFO 
investigation. the object had departed! The 
story does not end there however. For at 7.30 
p.m. the same evening further reports were 
made of the identical object. 

Seven statements taken by our investiga. 
tors related heavily towards each other, all 
the observers offered similar descriptions­
a silver craft with a purportedly 'glass' dome 
being illuminated from inside. 

Yorkshire has a ~eat reputation in 

relation to such encounters with the 
unknown and perhaps one of the most dis· 
turbing occurred near Haworth . We have 
tried to solve this mystery for nearly four 
years. but still we remain totallv baffied by 
the strange incident at Cullingworth Moor. 

On September 17. 1982 at !0.30 p.m .. two 
women were driving over Cullingworth 
Moor towards their home in Haworth . The 
road was deserted when suddenly a cluster of 
multi -coloured lights took up a position 
directly in front of the vehicle and around 30 
ft . off the ground . 

The women. absolutely terrified, slowed 
down immediately to around 5 mph. As the 
vehicle passed under the lights they could 
clearly see a large dark structure which 

Playing it 
for laughs 

ARE therelltlle green men out there? The UFO 
. lnw..tlgaton ere keeping en open mlncl. eut 
member• of &redford' a Quell Science Action 
Club tnt let their IIMQinatloM run rlcit 

Mulng eclenee fiction maw (the OMS 
Illustrated are by Colin Thornton who recently 
won a two-we ell holiday to Hollywood on the 
strength of one ot hla cr .. tlons) Is Just one of 
the ectfvltiH of the c:lub, whleh meets awry 
Monday at the Bridge Protect,~ Plc:cadllly, 
Bradford. · '' 

The memMrsare plaMing to mae a S.F. 
film thlsiPI'InO. .ncs to "twin" with a almlt.r 
club In America, but meanwhile they've Just 
brou9ht out lhelr flrat fanzlne. 

It's a lively duplicated magazine cal~ The 
ChronlciH of Ouest. 

.Joba Hewitt 

emitted a brilliant white beam at the car. 
The driver was flooded by an intense white 
light, she lost control of the car. Just seconds 
before they plunged down an embankment. 
she managed to regain control. The vehicle 
stopped. The glowing object moved off slowly 
towards the Skipton area. and quite silently 
left the women. 

Both extremely upset they raced for home. 
When they arrived home they noticed the 
clock. A journey which usually takes less 
than thirty minutes had seemingly taken 
nearly two hours. 

Some four days later the women decided to 
re-trace the journey at exactly the same time. 
Both very frightened they started to travel on 
the same stretch of road . Their fears were to 

t;l:l ~ocr~ 3:3 crso ffn;.,.,•c Cll ~ Cll 
'Xll oi·...;C ~~ ~:...;f: ._~ o ..J ... g ~..,,.... '~::J'~ -f 
It · .. n n :r ii "' ,... •u-i ~ 1:1 '< ~a, !0' It Cl ""' 

be realised when at exactly the same locality 
they had encountered the UFO. a red mist 
appeared from thin air and engulfed the 
vehicle. 

The driver pressed hard on the accelerator 
and cleared the thick red glowing mist. When 
they arrived home they realised they had lost 
some thirty minutes again. 

Mystery 

UFO sightings continue in the Bradford 
area and reports are still well above the 
national average. E\·en now. as we endeav­
our to evaluate the masses of information, 
people still come forward to relate strange 
encounters and observations. Such was the 
case just before Christmas when two as­
tronomers claimed they saw a UFO glowing 
brilliant yellow in the sky over Shipley. Why 
Bradford is witness to so many UFO 
overflights remains a bigger mystery than 
perhaps the phenomena themselves. Perhaps 
the key lies with the city's locality. Bradford 
backs on to the vast, open areas of Yorkshire 
and just a short distance away the Pennines. 
scene of the most Intense UFO activity in the 
United Kingdom. Is that why we are on the 
UFO flightpath? Time will tell. 

Tomorrow the York~hire UFO Society will 
be staging a mlijor conference with leading 
figures from all over Europe attending. The 
meeting is being staged at Centenary House. 
North Street. Leeds. from I p.m. to 5 p.m. 
(doors open at noon). 

International speakers will be relating 
substantial evidence which will dismiss the 
sceptics claims of 'no material evidence'. The 
Society will be presenting some of the 
strangest incidents this country has ever 
seen. making Yorkshire the key in the vast 
jigsaw so aptly termed The UFO Paradox. 
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-· 
SOUTH WALES Police were inundated with 
calls from the public last night reporting 
unidentified flying objects in the area. 
Throughout the evening 
scores of people saw 
strange lights that dido 't 
appear to re.semble 
aircraft lights. 

A police spokesman said calls 
came in from Caerphilly, 
Bargoed, Rhondda and the 
Ogwr district while Swan­
sea Coastguards received 
numerous calls as well. 

But the mystery lights 
belonged to the Royal Air 
Force which was carrying out a 
mid-air refuelling exercise, 
police said. 

A Cardiff-Wales Airport 
spokesman confirmed that it 
was a refuelling exercise 
involving DC-lO's. 

Balloon 
But many baffled observers 

said the lights couldn't have 
belonged to aircraft. 

"I have never seen anything 
like it before in my life," said 
Mr . Howell Willcock, of Pellau 
Road, Margam . 

"I saw six huge lights and 
then there was a gap of 300 
yards before there was another 
three . 

"There was no sound and 
they were travelling at the 
speed of a balloon . I had a good 
look and saw a faint crooked 
shape". 

by Tony Willimer, at Landore 
postal office , Swansea . 

"I saw them coming in from 
Baglan", he said . "There were 
two lights and then they 
appeared to be two double 
lights. 

"They were moving very 
slowly and there was no sound . 
There was. no way it was a 
plane". 

Mrs. Allison Grove . of Gable 
House, Horton, Gower, also 
saw the lights . 

"There were about four or 
five of us who saw them and we 
h~ never seen anything like 
them before,·· she said . 

"There was no noise 
anywhere and they were flying 
a bit lower than an aeroplane .. . 

The lights were still in the 
area at 9.50 m. when they 
were seen moving out over 
Swansea Bay in the direction of 
Port Talbot. 

One Pencoed motorist 
travelling between Ewenny and 
Waterton near Bridgend 
reported seeing three bright 
lights followed by an inverted 
triangle travelling at about 
10,000 feet , with another very 
bright object going at a very fast 
speed even higher in the sky . 

That sighting was at about 
6.45 p.m . and half-an-houi 
later there was another sighting 

A woman standing in 
Blaengarw Square in the Garw 
Valley said she saw a cigar­
shaped object followed by a 
further two lights . 

Swansea Astronomical 
Society secretary, Mr . Gerry 
Lacey said the late sightings 
could have been an aeroplane 
bound for Heathrow Airport 
from America . that was a few 
miles south of its flightpath. 

Earlier sightings could ha'e 
been a satellite breaking up . he 
said . 

"The mystery is that as far as 
I am aware , there are no 
reports of any satellites 
breaking up since the Russian 
one three or four weeks ago ... 
he added . 

UFO claim 
AN unidentified flying 
object was reported hov . 

... ering over the Grafton 
... ·C\J Road multi-storey car park 

!:Ll ..C at 9 p .m. last Thursday 
~ U evening. 
!:Ll ' S... N ·.C'd Mr Croft, of Grafton 
< '::E Road , claims his car 
c.,:, : coughed and spluttered as 

I
I · the triangular craft hung in 

~ '0 the sky 200ft above the car 
H · C:: park . He told police there 
::C C'd was no noise from the UFO 
~ i . ....-lt5 but there were strange 

. 0 · , light$ at about 25ft in-
::E I tuvals. 

CR: T. Good 15 
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Bone bits solve 'space-trip' disappearance 
Truck scraps near Duncan blast site belong to vanished UFO enthusia.st 

• TAYLOR: 'Walking 
aboard apacelhip' 

Fragments of human bone and pieces 
of a truck belonging to a Duncan UFO 
enthusiast who vanished six years ago 
have been discovered at the site of a 

· dynamite blast on Mount Prevost. 
Granger Taylor vanished Nov. 29, 

1980, after announcing he was going 
for a 42-month ride in an alien space­
ship. 

Exhaustive checks by RCMP over 
the years had turned up not a clue to 
his whereabouts. 

Two pieces of bone were found at 
the blast site and a pathologist has 
confirmed they are human. Until fur-

ther evidence is found, RCMP can 
only assume they are Taylor's. 

"The amount of indentation of the 
crater that was created indicate a 
substantial explosion," Duncan 
RCMP Cpl. Blair Schaufcle said Fri­
day. 

It is estimated a case of dynamite 
caused the blast "and we determined 
he had that much with him," Schau­
~ele said. 

Taylor had taken dynamite. used 
for blasting tree stumps. from the 
Duncan-area farm owned by his par­
ents, Jirn and Grace Taylor. · 

RCMP are assuming the explosion 
took place the night Granger Tay­
lor disappeared. The area is now 
difficult to reach. 

"We don't know what the area was 
like six years ago. In six years tt-rrain 
can change quite a lot," Schaufcle 
said. 

Piecf.>s of tht! truck have been found 
up to 200 mt-tres from the blast 
site. The largest section is about 60 
centimetres Jon~. 

Schaufele said the truck was identi­
fied as Taylor's 1972 Datsun. 

"Fortunately, we were able to find 

EVENING POST, Leeds, England - March 24, 1986 CR: T. Good 

the vehicle identification number.'' 
Nonh Cowichan municipal forest 

spacing crews discovered the blast 
site March 20. Mount Prevost is six 
kilometres nonhwest of Duncan. 

The disco\·ery may close the books 
on one of Duncan's longest-standing 
missing person files. Taylor·~ parents 
declined to comment. 

Duncan resident John Magor, a 
UFO devotee who has heard of sev· 
eral sightings on southern Vancouver 
Island, said he had thought that ''per· 
haps something essentially strange" 
had happened to Taylor. 

··111~ is a very sad ending," Magor 
~aid. 

The mystery of Carleton Moor. • • 
e A 14-year-old boy ru lJ om e had brought a "wall of silence" from On August 31, Mr. Birdsall said a 14- t 0 we r In tbe e a r I Y hours of tbe r!'/;t 
screamiJJg In terror alter being the anthorlties. the conference was year-old boy ran home frying bylterl· m~~::e Is little doubt that something ' · 
temporarily blinded by a strange told. c a 11 Y and wu temporarily blinded bit or very nearly bit the radar tower 
object. M M .. B I d II dl t f after seeing bright lights In Carleton. at Carleton Moor probablv on Aunw•t 

u.S II r · ara r s a , rec or o and a doctor bad to be failed " d M ' " e-
• . . m 1 tary olllclals s pen t research for the Y or k s b I r e UFO M Bl d all aid UFO 1 • tl t 14, sai r. Birdsall. . 
three days combing Car 1 e ton · r. r 5 s nves .ga on "'Tbe Americans were In the area for 
Moor. near Ski t aft 11 Society, outlined four IncIdents bad Interviewed an elgbt-yeu-old boy at least three days looking for some-

, , lp on, er 'Some- between August 18 and September 8 who came home staggering Into bls tbln on Carleton Moor" 
thlnr nearly bit a radar station which be said were not just folnflden· bouse, bla eyes glued, screaming and o:e of tbe main speakers, Mr. Odd 
there. tal. crying, after playing In ·a field near Gunnar·Roed, N 0 r w a y ' 1 top UFO 

There were just two mystetlous The UFO conference heard how a Carleton Moor. Investigator, also highlighted a series 
Incidents that brought UFO lnvestlga- bright shape was seen over Carleton S e v e r a I locals at Carleton also of slghtlnp In tbe Beudalen area In 
ton to a Leeds conference froiD all Moor on August 18, and how a red reported that a UFO had almoat strufk central Norway. 
over the world at tbe weekend. glowln• spinning top strueture terri· a radar s t at Ion on the moor, and Be said be had decided to make tbe Mr Odd G&nW-ROid, 

These, and other baffling incidents fled a family In a farmhouse just north U n I t e d States ofllclalJ were seen trip to Leeds spedally to share some of UFO .._.... &.....- N 
around the Carleton area last summer of Skipton on AuJtUJt 21. as k I n g for ~lreetlons to the radar tbe Information · •....- • num OI'WIY· 

c:n 

Taylor would have turned 37 last 
Oct. 7. Besides his interest in spact.> 
and UFOs, he was a wrestling t'nthu­
e;iast and a mechanical wizard. 

He restored an old steam locomo­
tive, buitt.,ont.>-cylindcr car that now 
sits in the Duncan Forest Must•um 
and e\'en built a replica or a Kitty 
Hawk plane that for a timt' sat 
alongside t.he Island Highway south of 
Duncan. 

In the late 1970s, he built a spact'­
ship out of two large satellite rccei\'­
ing dishes. 

Taylor first mentioned he would be 
leaving on a spaceship weeks before 
he disapJ)<'ared. 

A month before, Taylor told a 
frit'nd he had had mental communica­
tions with somebody from another 
galaxy, during which they discussed 
mt.>ans for powering their 5pact'craft. 

A few days later, Granger told his 
frit•nd he had bt.'cn in"ited to go on a 
trip through thl' ~olar systt'in and 
would hear at the end of the month 
wht.>re and when he would be picked 
up. 

A week before he disappeared, 
Granger took several of his friends 
out on the town as a son of going­
away pany. 

' The night of Oct. 28. 1980. Grang('r 
: told hi~ fatht'r how gratcrul he was for 
all he had done Cur him . Ht.> left two 
wills with dt•tailt.>d instructions on 
what to do with his possessions. The 
word "dt'Ceast>d'' was scratched out 
and replaced with the word "depart­
t.>d.'' 

The m·xt afternoon Jim TaJior 
found a nott• (rum Granger tackl·d to 
hi~ bedroom duor.lt read: 
Dear lfother and Fatber, 

I have gone away &o walk aboard 
an alien spaceship, as reoccurring 
dreams assured a 42-montb interste­
luar voyage to explore the ,·ast unJ. 
n.·r~l', tht>n return. 

I am leaving behind all my posses­
Sions to you as I will no longer n.>quire 
1l1e usc of any. Please use the instruc· 
lions in my will as a guide to help. 

Love. 
Granger 

On the back of the not~ was a 
contour map or Mount Waterloo. 
southw~st of Duncan near Skutz 
Fa Us. 
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A PROBE has bftn 
launchrd aftrr two 
Ea5twooclmrn saw an 
unidrntifird Oying 
objKt. 

1M British Uniclftt-
tifid Flying Olljrct 

-o Rnrardt A110eiation, 
~ ro~~tactrd tlw ..ra aftrr 

...-ic5 Mein& tllr ~tory in last 
111011th's Echo. 

Wr told how firrmrn 
Jan Magrath, l4, and 
llis girlfririMI's llrothrr 
Jolin Knights, 17, saw a 
Jon& ~neil-shaped ob­
jrct from thrir homr in 
BCMID4ary Road. 

I an said: "It was 
not lib anv aircraft 
J'vr rvrr sern. 

0 
••J dilln't think of 

fiyin& saucrrs or of 
anything carrying 
spaamrn. It lookrd lib 
a Military missilr." 

A lHfrncr Miai..rry 
spoknman said it C"OUid 
ltOf han bHn a missilr 
brcauw thry Irani too 
fa51 to ~ wrn. 

Now Mrs Lrslry 
Duncan, of 
Waldqrnr, Basildon, 
a mrmbrr of 
BlJFORA, lias tabn 
np t~ir caw alld asbd 
ot~r proplr to comr 
forward if thry srr 
anything ockt in tllr sky. 

0 
Shr said: "I llan 

spobn to thr two 111rt1 

c:onc:erar4. At dlr _... 
....c tllrrr is 110 sm.ple 
uplanatlon. 

••u will tab ~~HW 
tlmr ~forr wr k110wn 
any 11t0rr. I han taba 
all thr tletails all4 tlw 
paprrs arr briaa 
ndird. In tllr Nd it 
•ay 111m out to hr 41uitr 
110rmal. 

.. A lot of peoplr 1H 

•ranar thiaas in tllr sky 
but nrnrrrport tllra 
brcausr thry think pro­
plr will call thrm aall. 
But thry are not •all 
and shouldn't ~ afraid 
to comr forward." 

Mrs Duncan can ~ 
contactrd at 79 
Waldrgrnr, Basilllon. 
or on Basildon 286079. 

TRANSLATIONS 
City and country of incident: lodz, Poland 
Date of incident: January 14, 1985 
Name of paper and date of clip: KURIER POLSKI, January 16, 1985 
city and country of newspaper: Warsaw, Poland 

[CREDIT: lech Galicki] 

THE lifO OVER LOOZ 

An airplane of the An-24 type left Warsaw at 19:44 on its flight to 
Wroclaw. After six minutes, when the plane was near the city of lodz, 
the pilot noticed a pale-red point in the plane's flight path. The 
question was put to the ground station, "Is the way clear?", and the 
reply came, "Nothing in the way - as far as we know." At the same moment, 
the object changed its color to rose. The crew intently observed the 
changes, estimating the approximate distance and the velocity of the 
object was on the airliner's route. It became almost evident that it 
was a UFO. 

It was flight nuntler 254. Initial height was 1800 meters, rising to 
:moo meters. The plane was above cloud cover, visibility was normal 
one. The unidentified object had been noticed at several degrees over 
the horizon. The crew calculated that the UFO had been some 15-20 degrees 
above the airplane and that it moved two times faster than the plane. 
The distance was about SO kilometers, perhaps more. The object was 
bigger than the stars which were visible from this point. 

After a while, the UFO began making complicated maneuvers. It hovered 
and descended, passing to the right and to the left. After a dozen 
or so minutes, the area in front of the plane became clear and it seemed 
that the observation was ended. But it was not so. After several dozen 
seconds, it appeared again, but not for long this time. The crew lost 
sight of the object at 22:08 sharp. And there r1ere no surprises during 
the rest of the flight. 

City and country of incidents: Prats, Italy - Polcanto, Italy 
Dates of incidents: October 8, October 9, 1984 
Neale of paper and date of clip: LA PREALPINA, March 15, 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Varese, Italy 

[CREDIT: Robert Reid] 

TWO INTERESTING UFO SIGHTINGS IN '84 

"The two UFO sightings of 8 and 9 October 1984, in Campania and Tuscany 
respectively, are highly interesting." So says Mario Cingolani, president 
of the Centro Ufologico Nazionale (Italy's National Ufological Center, 
or CUN), in announcing results of two investigations the center has 
conducted. He emphasized however that a "definitive judgment can be 
made only after receipt of the report from the carabinieri." 

The two sightings, considered "close encounters of the third kind" because 
both involved contacts with an animated "entity," were verified at Prats 
(near Naples) and Polcanto (near Florence). 

Cingolani pointed out that, despite the distance between the two locations, 
the fact they occurred only 20 hours apart increases their credibility. 

City and country of incident: Virle, Italy 
Date of incident: June 2 (?), 1985 
Name of paper and date of clip: LA PROVINCIA, August B, 1985 
City and country of newspaper: Como-Cremona-Pavese, Italy 

[CREDIT: Robert Reid - TRANSLATION CREDIT: V. DiBiasio] 

MYSTERIOUS PRINTS IN BRESCIA 

Brescia - It wasn't a thunderbolt nor a strange chemical process that 
left a gigantic print on a Virle (Brescia) farmer's corn field. This 
is the report of an analysis of the field in which the traces were found 
last June 2nd. The furrows, described as looking like large chicken 

scratchings, were five meters long and 20 centimeters deep. Professor 
Antonio Chiumiento, vice-president of the "National Ufological Center," 

reported yesterday the results of analyses that were made by the Gorizia 
Agricultural Experiment Center. In excluding the possibility of a thunder­
bolt or chemical process, he said, the laboratory tests revealed a high 
concentration of calcium, higher than in other parts of the same field. 
According to Professor Chiumiento, a correspondingly high percentage 
of calcium has been found in other areas where similar tracks were found. 
later a girl said that she had seen a mysterious flying object in the 
area that night. 

City and country of incident: Mediterranean area 
Date of incident: December 13, 1985 
Name of paper and date of clip: Il RESTO DEL CARLINO, December 15, 1985 

City and country of newspaper: Florence, Italy 

[CREDIT: Robert Reid] 

ALARM, STRANGE PHENOMENA IN MEDITERRANEAN SKIES 

Rome Indistinct lights, meteor showers, Halley's Comet, a ball of 
fire surrounded by dark spots leaving a skyblue trail, a very bright 
high velocity track like a shooting star: these are the various descript­
ions of phenomena or celestial objects seen the day before yesterday 
between 5:00 and 5:41 PM over a large part of the Mediterranean, from 
over Teano on the island of Ponza to Brindisi to the Cyprus airport. 

These were the reports of airline pilots (All, British Airways and Olympic) 
and observers on the main highway between Naples and Pomigliano and 
near Brindisi. Similar observations were also reported by a rescue 
helicopter pilot enroute to Brindisi and air traffic controllers in 

the airport towe!". at Cyprus. 

The airliners reported their observations to the riumicino (Rome) control 

center of the agency for flight assistance (ANAV). 

Neither the flight agency nor the Italian Air Force (who have responsibil­
ity for air defense) reported any unknown radar tracks in the area at 

the time of the sightings. 

The ANAV records, according to some of the pilots, will be forwarded 
to the Italian Air Force whose job it is to examine radio reports of 

abnormal observations during flight. 

City and country of incident: Bastad, Skane Region, Sweden 
Date of incident: February 25, 1986 
Name of paper and date of clip: NORDVASTRA SKANES TIDNINGAR, March 1, 1986 
City and country of newspaper: Helsingborg/Angelholm, Sweden 

[CREDIT: Erik Fredriksson] 

ANOTHER MYSTERIOUS SKY PHENOMENON 

BASTAO - Once ag.ain a mysterious object has been observed in the evening 
sky over Bja.re peninsula. At the beginning of february 1986, a remarkable 
sky phenomenon was reported. five bright lighted objects were observed 
over the Kulla peninsula and southeast over the sea of Ostersjon in 
the northern part of Oresund. The colored objects were circling and 
blinking. At that time, many people saw something very big and silent 
flying in the air over Grevie, Vestern Karup, Solomons high. Earlier 
in the evening, it was also visible over the Simlangs valley in the 
South of Halland region. 

"I was on the road, on the way to a meeting, and observed the light 
in the sky. supposed at first that it was the ordinary plane from 
Stockholm, arriving some minutes early. 
said the farmer, Ivar Palsson, from Boarp. 

The time was about 21: 30," 

"But the light was more yellow and later, was much brighter when the 
object came closer. At that time I was on the parking place near the 
shop in Vastra Karup, when the object made a slight left-hand turn, 
very slowly. The distance to the object was about 400-500 meters. 
I thought it was a remarkable arrangement they have for their positions 
lights, one green in the front of the object and also a green light 
in th~ back. In the middle, there were two red lights, one above the 
other. 

"The object was as big as the famous star constellation "Hercules" near 
the big star "Vega." But I could not determine the exact shape because 
it was quite dark outside. I calculate the height was about 30° above 
the ground. " 

MORE PEOPLE 

Our ing the time Palsson observed the object, more people were on the 
way to the meeting. Four of them arrived in a car from near Munka ljungby. 
They observed a brightly lighted object in the sky during the afternoon. 

"At first we thought it was an unusually bright star, after that an 
aircraft, then a helicopter and later when it was quite near, the stranger 
it looked. When we arrived at Solomon High, just before Vestern Karup, 

I stopped the car and shut off the motor," said another witness. 

"We got out of the car to listen, but despite the object being so cl.pse, 
perhaps only 400 meters, we didn't hear anything. It was quite silent 
all around. We couldn't determine what form the object had. We were 
all blinded by the bright light. In all, we observed the object for 
12-15 minutes. 

DEAD BATTERY 

"After a little while, we decided to continue our drive, but the car 
was quite dead. The battery was discharged." 

In all, almost a dozen people observed the object before it disappeared 
over the Kulla Hill in a southerly direction. 

The meeting participants reported the observation to the nearby airfield 17 
control, but they would not comment on the incident. It is clear that 
a brighly-lighted, silent and gigantic object was observed by many people 
during Tuesday evening, February 25, 1986. 
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SLIME FALLS FROM SKY College in quiz 
By TOMWATI 
Staff Reporter 

SPLAT! 
Teacher'• aide Gladya McMur­

ray lan't aure what It waa. But 
abe'• sure It waa putrid. 

.. It amelled like dung," abe 
aaye of the slime that fell from 
the aky laat week and aplattered 
South Bumaby'a Chaffey-Burke 
Elementary School. 

secretary, said a Bumaby health 
Inspector told her he thought the 
foul bomb was caused by a jet 
Ouablng Ita holding tanb. 

.. He definitely felt It wu from 
an airplane becauae It baa hap­
pened before," said Laidlaw. 

She aald the school's parking 
lot waa splattered three daya In a 
row - on one day every car In 
two lots waa hit, as well the 
achool. 

over girl who 
died in flames 

By JOHN ALLEY . 
Sandy Laidlaw, the achool'a 

:The legend 
~of Ogopogo 

THE heartbroken parents of a 17-year-old girl who 
suddenly burst into flames said yesterday : "Our 
daughter's death Is a complete mystery. No-one seems 
to 'know what happened. 

Pretty Jacqueline Fitzsimons Is belleved to have 
been a victim of spontaneousu human combustion a 
phenomenon on record as having occurred very rarely 

throughout the world. 
Forensic experts investigat­

ing Jacqueline's death said 
yesterday : " It is a real possi­
blllt.v at the moment. We 
cannot find any other reason, 
but the investigation is stlll 
going on." 

By G. e. VALENTINE 

When the white men first began to settle 
around Lake Okanagan more than a cen­
tury ago, they found that local Indians 
believed the lake housed a demon that 
lived off Squally Point west of Kelowna and 
attacked passing boats . To placate it the 
Indians used to place offerings of meat, 
berries and other food in the water there. 

Reports ot actually seeing some sort of 
monster in the lake .began to come in from 
white settlers, too. As the valley filled with 
people and became a fruit-growing area, 
local newspapers repQrted every sighting 

c with enthusiasm. 
8 For example, the Summerland Review 
+.J of August 21, 1925, reported two sightings 
~ in the southern end of the lake in one 
rJ'J week. A sturdy Summerland citizen out in a 
~ boat had seen the lake· s surface broken 

by two or three feet of a creature that 
~ looked much longer and was certainly not 
~ a fish. A few days later four local boys out 
@ on a raft had been treated to a view of a 
~ peculiar animal wiggling In the water. 
z Queer things were seen in other parts of 
ffi the lake, too, and the next year Vernon 's 
~ Rotary Club entertained Vancouver visitors 
~ with a song about the lake monster, which 
~ they dubbed Ogopogo. The catchy name 

got wide publicity, even a mention in 
Punch, a British humor magazine. 

Most people seem to think of Ogopogo 
as some sort of sea serpent, long and 
loopy; the city of Kelowna constructed a 
large artificial one to serve as a float in 
parades and U is on permanent display in a 
lakeside park bordering that city. Souvenir 
shops sell brooches in that shape and the 
few who have seen the real thing, or claim 
to. usually reported a wiggly serpentine 
creature. 

Certainly Lake Okanagan is big enough 
to house such monsters. It is 70 miles long, 
averages more than a mile wide, and is up 
to 700 feet deep. 

More than a hasty glimpse is rare and 
sighters may have seen a snaky shape 
because they expected to. The four boys 
in 1925 said that what they saw was only 
about six feet in length and until it moved 
they thought it was a log. 

Some people claim that the demon is 
just a big sturgeon. Those fish have been 
caught in several of British Columbia · s 
inland waters and they grow to huge size; 
the 1925 newspaper account mentions 
one weighing 900 pounds. 

If only someone could catch it, or take a 
clear picture of it, the mystery could be 
solved . Many have tried, and some pic­
tures have been taken of strange shapes 
on the lake. but they have been too vague 
and ill-defined to positively identify the 
creature. 

------------------------
Last year the Okanagan Tourist Bureau, 

in a determined effort to do better and 
capitalize more fully on Ogopogo ·s publici­
ty potential . took a gamble with Lloyds of 
London and offered a reward of $1 million 
no less. for solid evidence of what th~ 
monster is. Many eyes scanned the big 
lake long and eagerly but there were no 
sightings at all . 

I have my own story to tell about 
Ogopogo. In the spring of 1940 I was 
working on a crew in Summerland that 
sprayed orchards against insects. Gordon 
Beggs drove a tractor towing a tank of 
spray between rows of fruit trees; Norman 
Armstrong and I walked .behind holding 
spray guns at the ends of long hoses from 
the tank and -dragging them around every 
tree to cover it with a fo9 of protective 
chemical - usually a solution of lead ar­
senate. 

It was hard, wet, monotonous work and 
we were always glad and hungry when our 
noon-hour t>reak came. One sunny May 
day at an orchard on high ground over· 
looking Okanagan Lake, we elected to eat 
our sandwich lunches sitting on the ground 
in a space among the trees that gave us an 
excellent view of. the big blue lake about 
half a mile away. We ate, chatted. and 
watched the only thing moving on the lake, 
a barge towing freigHt cars down to Pen­
tieton . 

Suddenly Norman said : " What's that?" 

On the lake. 100 yards or so out from 
shore, a white object had appeared. It 
seemed the $tze and shape ot a small boat 
and so we took it to b~ . It moved very fast, 
however, darting short distances in several 
directions. Then it just vanished, leaving 
no trace. 

The barge was not far away; surely its 
crewmen would see that odd boat sinking 
and go over there, we thought. Perhaps at 
their level it would not have been as visible 
as it was to us for they paid no attention. 
Nor was there any subsequent report in 
the local newspaper or on radio of a small 
boat sinking or of a monster seen. 

And we did not dare to make our own 
report . People who had never s'3en any­
thing seemed convinced that anything that 
was not snake-like could not be Ogopogo. 
Worse, when we told people about it, they 
always asked: ··whose orchard were you 
working in when you saw this? ·· And its 
owner was so renowned for his consump­
tion of alcoholic beverages that when we 
gave his name the common reaction was: 

· 'Oh, him. Did you see pink elephants 
too? "' 

We were stone-cold sober and I'm sure 
to this day that we saw Ogopogo. • 

Jacqueline, of Dundalk 
Road, Widnes. Cheshire. was 
a cookery student on a Yuth 
Training Scheme at Halton 
College, two mlles away. 

Torch 
The incident happened min­

utes after leaving a kitchen 
at the college to go on her 
break. She suddenly became 
" a human torch." as she 
walked along a busy corridor. 

The flames were eventually 
beaten out and she was taken 
to Whiston Hosnital. Merscv­
side. But she died after is 
davs in intensive care. 

The N o r t h MerselJside 
coroner has now ordered a 
full investigation. Seven eye­
witnesses have made state­
ments and reports are being 
prepared by oollce. fire chiefs. 
lnd the Government's health 
and safety executive. 

ARKANSAS GAZETTE, Little Rock, AR 
April 7, 1986 
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POST, Houston, TX - Feb. 23, 1986 

Horned frog lived 
. 

31 years 1n stone 
Texas and Houston are cele­

brating their Sesquicentennial 
this year. This column, which will 
appear daily through 1986, pre­
sents excerpts of Post articles as 
they appeared on this date 
through the years. 

Reported in The Post on Feb. 
21 ... 

1928 
EASTLAND- Rip Van Winkle 

of the toad family , the horned 
frog that was walled up in the 
cornerstone of the Eastland 
County Courthouse for 31 years, 
sans food, water and air, was 
alive yesterday morning. 

More than 10,000 persons from 
all parts of this county viewed the 
frog, which is on display in the 
window of a local drug store. 
Aside from being slightly emaci­
ated in a front leg the frog was in 
normal condition. 

When the cornerstone was bro­
ken open Saturday the frog ap­
peared to be dead, except there 
were slight signs of its breathing. 
Its mouth was sealed by a film 
and its eyes were closed. The frog 
appeared normal yesterday, al­
though it has not been seen ·to 
take nourishment. The frog is a . 
typical West Texas specimen, 

TEXAS 
HISTORY 

about the size of the palm of a 
human hand. 

The frog will be kept in con­
finement as long as it lives, coun­
ty officials said. 

CR: S. Parker via COUD-1 

TTIMES, New York, NY - April 13, 1986 CR: R. Heiden 

The Sun Was Eclipsed by Fields of Ice 
To the Editor : 

Corroboration of Dr. Louis A. 
Frank's fasclnattnc theory (Science 
Times, Aprill). that the ocean waters 
arrived In rains of Icy comets. may be 
found In tM "Books of Charles Fort,'• 
published by Henry Holt • Company In 
1941. Charles Fort, an obscure clerk 
who IIYed In the Bronx. devoted 2e 
years of his life to portn1 over scien­
tific journals and newspapers In the 
British Museum and the New York 
Public Library In search of Inexplica­
ble phenomena. He died In 1932. 

In "The Book of the Damnect:• he 
documented more than 30 falls of 
lumps of Ice from. the sky. some as 
lafle as 20 feet In circumference. 
Most were reported In scientific jour­
nals In the 1800's. His data also Jn­
cluded falls of water from cloudless 
skies localized ln one particular spot. 
Port thcJulht of his data as sugestina 
a super-Sarpsso sea ln the sky. 

He saki : "We accept that !IOinetimes 
fields of ice pea between the sun and 
the earth : that many strata of ice, or 
very thick fields of Ice. or supertm. 
poeed fields would obScure the sun -
that U.re have been occasions when 
the sun wu eclipsed by fields of ice. •• 

Fort•s memory was kept alive for 
many years by the Fortean Society. a 
poup of enlilhtened skeptics, whose 
members included Theodore Drelser. 
Booth TarkiJll(on. Ben Hecht. Alexan­
der Woollcott. Tiffany Thayer was the 
last secretary. He continued to publish 
the c~&ar boxes of data that Fort left 
behind. EMERSON L. DARNEU 

Mount Holly. N.J .• April 3, 1• 
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Dog joins hunt 
for wild man 

.j..) 

c§ ~ _R_eu_te_r_ 
0'\ ....... PEKING 

S .. A police dog has been enlisted 
c ~ to track down the wild man of 2 Hubei, the man-ape said to Jive 
g u in remote areas of Hubei prov-

& ince in central China. The Hubei 
....J.. provincial daily said the dog had 
H 1 been brought from Shanghai to 
~ ro the mountain region of Shen-

~
'0 nongjia to help solve the mystery 

E! of the creature. Chlnese media 
:%! have .reported dozens of sight-
t:.:l lngs of the creatures, which are 
c::o presumed to be related to the 
g elusive Yetis, or Abominable 
~ Snowmen. 19 



ARKANSAS GAZETTE, Little Rock, AR - April 6, 1986 

Israelis' research points 
to Bible's divine origin 

What has astounded the two, 
they say, is the prophetic nature of 
many words revealed in the texts, 
giving ammunition to Dr. Katz's 
conviction that the Old Testament 
and certain later holy writings 
were not written by a human hand. 

Nazis were hanged following their 
sentencing at Nuremberg. (Her­
man Goering, escaped hanging by 
committing suicide in his jail cell.) 

"Inexplicably," Dr. Katz said, 
"Julius Streicher, one of the 10 
hanged, seconds before the noose 
was tightened cried out, 'Purim 
fest, 1946!' Both Goering and 
Streicher had become instruments 
in the fulfillment of the prophecy 
in the Book of Ester." 

CHRONICLE, Houston, TX - March 7, 1986 
CR: S. Parker via OOUD- 1 
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Book Notes 
Bill Lewis 
Gazette Staff 

I t smacks of numerology, and 
yet . .. 

Dr. Moshe Katz, a Biblical 
scholar, and Dr. Menachem Wiener 
of Israel's Institute of Technology 
have subjected the Old Testament 
to some computerized analysis 
that, they contend, has revealed 
some phenomena that cannot be 
explained rationally. 

In fact, they recently told a news 
conference in Israel, their findings 
point to a single authorship of the 
Bible, as opposed to a collective 
one, and strongly suggest evidence 
of the Bible's divine origin. 

The Israeli scientists said they 
used two investigative techniques. 

"One approach," Dr. Wiener 
said, "entails having the (Biblical] 
text printed out in a specified num­
ber of letters to the line and then 
running one's eye down the page to 
ascertain whether any words 
emerge from the new arrangement 
of letters. The number is entirely 

~ 
c= 

arbitrary and we constantly ex­
periment with different arrange­
ments." 

The objective here is to attempt 
to find repetitions of words 
formed by periodic recurring of 
the letters that make up the words. 
For example, the researchers said 
the Hebrew word for Bible, 
"Tora," appears in Genesis every 
50 characters, while the word for 
God, "Elohim," appears in Genesis 
every 26 letters. Both figures, 50 
and 26, have "great significance," 
they say, in Jewish tradition. 

In Esther, which is read during 
the Jewish holiday of Purim to 
commemorate the saving of the 
Persian Jews during the reign of 
Xerxes (King Ahasuerus), there is 
the story of Haman, one of the 
king's ministers, receiving permis­
sion from the king to exterminate 
the Jewish population. 
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The remarkable aspect, they 
find, "is not that words are being 
found in the text by stringing to­
gether letters at regular intervals; 
that can be done by applying the 
method to a telephone directory." 
Rather, in every instance, the re­
vealed words, they say, bear "di­
rect relevance to the text in which 
they were concealed." 

Queen Esther, a Jewess, suc­
ceeded in persuading the king to 
revoke that permission; Jews to­
day celebrate that act in the Feast 
of Purim. As a consequence, Ham­
an's10 sons were hanged and their 
names listed in the Book of Esther. 
After the hangings Esther was 
asked by the king what more could 
he do for her and her people, and 
she requested: "And let Haman's 
10 sons be hanged upon the gal­
lows" (Esther 9:13), a reply that 
has puzzled scholars for centuries, 
since the 10 already were dead. 

In 1946, October 16 fell exactly 
on the annual Jewish holiday of 
Hoshana Raba, considered the last 
day of judgment in a chain of high 
holidays including Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur. 

"Such a phenomenon cannot be 
explained rationally," Dr. Wiener 
said. "So we need a nonrational ex­
planation. And ours is that the Bi­
ble was written by God, through 
the hand of Moses. Clearly, we 
have not scientifically proved this, 
but the preponderance of occur­
rences certainly points to it." 
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As for the ordered repetition of 
individual letters in the Biblical 
text that, taken together, spell 
words and clues, Dr. Wiener said 
the probability of such patterns of 
information appearing at set inter­
vals by chance was on the order of 
one to 3 million. 

Q) g - v;· ~- a. fj ;;; ·~ C) ~ ~ a o <:< 
:;f ' ~ ~ Vi' ~ n !'I o ~ Cit ftl .0 CT Q) 

3"0 t.)Q) ..,oon<~g 
~~~!» g_~ -~::l.~~-c: 
g 0: g ::1 Q. - · ~ ~ 0 g. ~ g .... 
g.::c~a c:~ :;~-::so--w 
..,c: C~t 3o 1!1- ncr.,!U 

::l ... :::l 
"(1)(/) 

a..o 
The second research method the 

two scientists are using involves 
giving the computer a key word -
Adam, for example - and com­
manding it to find whether the let­
ters A, D, A and M, are concealed in 
a defined body of text, again at ar­
bitrary but regular intervals. · 

Dr. Katz said a major hint ex­
plaining the mystery is the appear­
ance of the three Hebrew letters 
taf, shin and zayen in the list of 
Haman's 10 hanged sons. These 
three words, he explains, spell out 
the number in the Jewish calendar 
for the year 1946 of the Gregorian 
calendar. On October 16, 1946, 10 
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