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Ufology isn~t fly-by-night field 
say local newsleffer publishers 
By CHRISTOPHER SCOTr 
Sun Staff 

A YER - Like Its subject mat­
ter. not many pt>ople subscribe 
to the Aerial/Space and Phe­
nomena Review, a monthly 
nt>wsletter on UFOs assembled 
at Fort Devens. 

Its co-publish e rs - Army 
Staff Sgt. Raymond Keller and 
civilian Steve Firmani of 
Leominster - say the circula­
tion of the newsletter through 
the mall and a worldwide com­
puter network is only 250. 

But they mail newsletters as 
far as Zimbabwe, Africa, and say 
th~ir product is recognized in 
ufology circles as an "up and 
coming publication." 

Issues carry stories such as 
"Saucer Fleet Passes Over New 
Mexico," "UFO Bathes Brazi­
lian Airliner in Blinding Light," 
"Magnetic Whirlwinds Disco­
vered in Space," "UFOs and the 
Biblical Prophecy" and "Soviet!-! 
Intercept Alien Radio Mes­
sage." 

The newsletter will dispute 
reported sightings. In the April 
1985 issue. for example, an arti­
cle on Massachusetts sightings 
reads:" ... that these !>ightings of 
3-9-84 In Oxford and Charlton 
were beyond a doubt misinter­
pretations of astronomical phe­
nomena as UFOs." 

"Everything in our newsletter 
isn't our own personal opin­
ions." Firmani notes . "We just 
disseminate information to the 
world and the country to people 
who might not have the chance 
to get the information else­
where." 

The U.S. Air Force spent 21 

years Investigating UFOs, from 
1948 to 1969, and concluded, 
according to Air Force spokes­
man Capl Miles Wiley, that: 

- no evidence confirmed that 
extraterrestrial "vehicles" ex­
isted; 

- no evidence suggested that 
the technology of UFOs, even if 
they are extraterrestrial in ori­
gin, was beyond the range of U.S. 
technology; 

- and no UFO Investigation, 
sighting or evaluation found a 
threat to the country's national 
security. 

Between 1948 and 1969, the 
Air Force investigated 12,618 re­
ported sightings nationwide. Of 
those, 11,917 were determined 
to be "material objects" such as 
aircraft, satellites or balloons. 

Many expla ined aw a y 

Other reported slghtings, 
Wiley said, were illusions 
caused by lightning, various 
weather conditions or astrono­
mical phenomena. 

"Some were just plain 
hoaxes," Wiley said. 

Only 701 reported sightings 
were confirmed and recorded as 
unidentified. 

" That number Is pretty 
small," Wiley said . "The Air 
Force felt there was no need to 
continue investigations." 

The Air Force has turned over 
all UFO-related material to the 
National Archives in Washing­
ton D.C. 

The Army also keeps ufology 
at arm 's length. 

A Spanish linguist in the Elec­
tronic Warfare Operators 
Course (EWtJC), Keller says Fort 

Devens officials allow him to 
publish the newsletter on base, 
but have drawn the line on somt' 
related projects. 

For instance, Keller once 
wanted to sponsor and or~anize 
a UFO lecture on base but a col­
onel said "it wasn ' t 
appropriate." 

"But I receiv~ no complaints 
or hassles from Fort Devens." 
Keller says. "1 guess they ju!-lt 
consider it an unusual hobby." 

After conferring with U.S . 
Army lawyers, Fort Devens ' 
spokesman John Rasmusson 
added : "What enlisted men do 
on their own time isn ' t the 
Army's business-" 

Official standoffishness 
doesn't discourage Keller anrl 
Firmani, however. becaus<' they 
get plenty of support from their 
readers and writers. 

There's never a shortagp of 
cop) , Keller snys . "O ft<"n. we 
have to be pretty selective ... 

Copy for the newsletter is 
gathered from rlozens of UFO 
monitoring organizations 
around the globe. The orgpniza· 
tions, Keller says, are constantly 
exchanging information on 
UFOs and space phenomena . 

On occasion, Keller and Fir· 
manl write articles on personal 
UFO sightings, or alleged sight· 
ings they're investigating as in­
vestigators in the Mutual Un­
identified Flying Object Net­
work (MUFON) 

The newsletter also regularly 
carries such features as book. 
film and lecture reviews, in 
addition to reports on UFO 
sightings and research . 

Keller says the publication is 
mailed to 100 subscribers. 
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~ Aircraft prompt 
a reports of UFOs 
r1 

~IFEST, Winter Park, CO- May 1, 1986 CR: L. Whitehurst 
Area policP said aircraft in the 

» skies last night prompted several 
~ dozen calls to the Danbury and 

UFOs hover over county 
by Donna Daniels 

Bright lights hovering over Green 
Mountain Reservoir and 
Kremmling .. . 

Twenty-plus calls to the Summit 
County sheriff. .. 

And sightings by the sheriff's 
department and the police 
departments of Dillon and 
Silverthorne. 

Science fiction? Even after SC'eing 
them, Kremmling police officer Scott 
Koch would like to believe it is. 

On Sunday, April 20, a call came 
into the Kremmling PO from the 
Summit County sheriff's department, 
reportina numerou!l UFO sightings 
and inquirina if any similar calls had 
been received in Kremmlina . 

Koch, who was on the 6 p.m. to 6 
a.m. shift that night, saw stationary, 
colored lights in the skies directly over 
Kremmling. He then was informed of 
siahtings near Green Mounta in 
Reservoir, and drove down Colo. 9 to 
the county line . 

There, a large group of law 
enforcement officers from Grand and 
Summit Counties was witnessing 
something stranger than fiction. The 
lights were viewed over Williams Peak 
and the Gore, and through a high 
powered telescope, the objects looked 
to be triangular in shape, with lights 
on the outer edges. They wert­
observed to hover, then "take off" te> 
the southwest. 

The most startling aspect of the 
occurrence was the evasive action of a 
jet plane, which all present saw veer 
around one of the objects. Koch 
figured they watched for about two 
hours. 

Fact? Fiction? These witnesses were 
trained observers, professional men 
who viewed something alien to their 
natures. 

They really don't want to talk about 
it. 

But they don't deny the fact that 
something truly strange was out that 
night. 

Brookfield police departments as 
well as to state police barracks in 

t:J Southbury and in Brewster with re-
~ ports of UFOs. 

» State police at the Southbury bar­
~ racks said the crafts were probably 
"§ ultra-light aircraft, but a New York 
~ state trooper said they were regular 

planes "putting on a show." 
"They flew right over the bar­

~ racks; it was very impressive," said 
~ Trooper Peter Kontos of the Brew­
~ ster barracks. "If you didn't know 
U) what it was, I could see how you 
~ would think it was strange." 
:Z Kontos said the barracks received 

a half-dozen calls and "a whole mess 
of people" who stopped at the bar­
racks to point out the spectacle to 
troopers. 

He said the Stormville, N.Y., bar­
racks notified police about the air­
craft. He said the pilots throttle the 
planes' engines to make it appear 
they are standing still, and then sud­
denly take off at a high speed. 

The Putnam County Sheriffs' De­
partment, Brookfield police and Con­
necticut State Police at Troop A said 
they received a half-dozen calls each 
about the planes. Danbury police 
said they received about 20 calls. 

NUMBER 203 

SlM1IT SENTINEL, Dillon, CO 
AprH 24, 1986 CR: L.. Whitehurst 

UFO! 
Three flying 
objects seen 

Truth is stranger than science fiction. 
Three Unidentified Flying Objects were 

\ighted north of Silverthorne Monday 
night - by Sheriff Delbert Ewoldt, three 
sheriff's deputies, a Colorado State 
Patrol officer and Summit County Com­
missioner Dan Ulmer . 

The sheriff's department received a call 
around 8:30p.m. Monday reporting that 
a stationary object "blinking red and 
green colors" had been seen from the Ute 
Peak Horse Ranch , approximately five 
miles north of Silverthorne. 

Mike Young, 27, Dillon, reported that 
the object was apparently very high in the 
~ky - almost like a star. 

Arriving at the ranch at the ~arne time, 
Patrol Trooper Sid Micklich and Sheriff's 
Deputy Paul Szymanski exited their ca rs 
in the quiet night and followed Young's 
pointing finger. 

High in the sky, and moving very slow­
ly was the flashing object. The object 
eventually dropped from sight behind the 
mountains . 

With visions of Isaac Asimov and Ar­
thur C. Clarke dancing in their heads, 
Szymanski and Micklich drove out to the 
intersection of the Ute Pass Road and 
Colo . 9 to get another view of the object. 

At the intersection, they were greeted 
by the sight of two other blinking objects. 
The three formed a nearly perfect 
equila teral triangle, reports said. 

Sheriff'~ deputies Bob Curtis and 
William Wecb joined the UFO-gaLer~ 
and the four were soon joined by the 
~heriff and Ulmer. 

" I really don ' t know what to think,'' 
Sheriff Ewoldt said. "l'\e patrolled a lot 
of nights up here and ~een a lot of dif­
ferent things - but I'd never -.een 
anything like that before." 

Ewoldt said that Kremmling police ~a\\ 
it, too. 

"What I observed were three objecr s 
forming a triangle ... What they were I 
couldn :--t begin to~ tell you," Ewoldt ~aid. 

Po~~ibilities included \\Cather balloons, 
~atellite~ or military objects. Ewoldt 
qated, but no one knov.s for sure. 

Adding to the mystery is that the 
Federal Aviation Administration said 
there were no planes in the area and The 
Civil Air Patrol was could not identify 
what they were, either. 

Sheriff's dispatch evenually received a 
cal l from NORAD (the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command) saying 
that the objects were not a threat to 
securit y. 

"Seeing is believing, " Ulmer com­
mented. "The three objects were hover­
ing over Ptarmigan and Buffalo moun­
tains and Green Mountain Reservoir, 
about 30,000 feet in the air." 

The plot thickens: On Tuesday morn­
ing, Sheriff Ewoldt found a Mars candy 
bar on his desk. No one knows where it 
came from. 

- ANDY SIMONS 



~ Forensics 
~.. testing UFO 

evidence 
Examiners at the 

1 Alabama Department of 
;;] Forensic Sciences will be 

testing the only evidence of a 
a> .. UFO which fell in 
~ Washington County in an ef­
.o fort to unravel the origin of 
~ the object which apparently 

.. exploded before it crashed 
c:r: into a backyard. It left trees 
~ and plants broken and dam­
~ aged, but no clues as to what 
&3 it was or what caused it. 
c:r: Jim Small, a trace evi-

dence examiner with the 
Forensic Science lab who 
specializes in examining ev­
idence from arson and ex­
plosions, said the lab re­
ceived samples of damaged 
plants and trees from the 
Washington County Sheriff's 
Department Wednesday. 

"TQe first thing that we 
will look for is some type of 
explosive residue. Beyond 
that, I don't know," Small 
said. 

The explosion, which oc­
cured March 5 in the 
backyard of the Jesse 
Wallace Henson family in 
Frankville, was investigated 
by Washington County 
Sheriff William J . Wheat. 
Wheat said he had no idea 
what caused it, whether it 
was a land explosion or 
caused by something that 
fell from the sky. 
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CHECKING IT OUT - Jesse Wallace Henson of 
Frankville, Ala., seems to be conducting his own in­
vestigation after an UFO apparently exploded and crashed 
into his back yard last week. The Alabama Department of 
Forensic Sciences is testing evidence to determine the or­
igin of the object. (Press Register photo by Ron Colquitt) 

Movie sparks interest 
in Aurora UFO legend 

(B AURORA - The belt thing 
0\ about the "Aurora Encounter," as 

far u Bonnie Oates ts concerned, 
.. it that tt'1 only a moVie. 

Tbe fUm ts baled looeely on the 
,..., lepnd that a ttFO cruhed 1n the 
·~ small Wile County community in 
o. 181'7 and that the sole occupant of 
< the ctpr-lhaped craft wu buried 

1 iJl Aurora cemetery. 
>< Oa tea, who owna the property 
E--4 where the UFO purportedly 

.. ~ uys the movie was an 
.~ Aurora encounter In name only. 
c "It wasn't anything about Au­
a rora," she said. "You wouldn't 
"t: know It was the same place. I'd 
< tell you not to go aee It and expect 

a to aee anything Uke tbe !'-'nd of 
Aurora. lt'l more of a ldd 1 show 
tome." 

The producera uy their movie 
~ owes a debt to .. E.T.: The Extra­
~ Terreatrtal" and acknowledge 
o.. they took dramaUc Uberties with 
tj tbe Aurora legend. 

In the movie, which wu filmed 
in FeiTil, the space traveler lives 
awhile, betrtenc:Ung aeveral Au­
rora resident& Subplots involve 
an entei"IJII'ialna reporter and the 
governor of lfexas, played by 
Spanky McFarland. 

' ' Now some people just think it's a 
hoax, but I don't think it 'vas. Back 
then, they noticed things like that~ but 
today"s generation, they see so much 
happen they just sort of brush it aside. 

Legend has it that the space­
man died in the crash. 

Periodically, from the late 
1000. to the early 1980s, newspa­
pers and magazines published sto­
rles about the allen visit, prompt­
ing outsiders to prowl around the 
small North Texas town with Gei· 
ger counters and other devices de­
signed to help them find remnants 
of the spaceship. 

Scientists and historians say 
the Aurora legend was a hoax per­
petrated by residents of a once­
thriving town that had been by­
passed by the railroad and racked 
by a spotted fever epidemic. 

Edna Pegues, Aurora's most 
accomplished historian, wrote, 

'' - Leona Stankewltz 

"What did really happen in 1897? 
NOTHING." 

Some longtime residents prefer 
to believe the legend. 

"I've come to believe it's true," 
said Leona Stankewitz, an 
Auroran since 1936. "Now some 
peopiQ just think it's a hoax, but I 
don't think it was. Back then, they 
noticed tf\i.ngs like that, but to­
day's generati4nJ 1he.y see so 
much happen they just sort of 
brush it aside." 

A woman who I~ near the 
cemerery has natlced people loi­
t ering around the graveyard. 

A neighbOf· said he would be 
surprif;cd if the movie- didn't spark 
more interest in-the town. 2 
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members conducting UFO sight­
ings, interviews and investiga­
tions. 

Nationally known consultants 
act as an advisory group to apply 
their expertise to UFO cases 
under study and to advanced re­
search in their fields. Three ama­
teur radio networks are used to 
receive and disseminate UFO 
sighting reports and current 
UFO information. A master file, 
containing all submitted UFO 
sighting reports, is maintained in 
the MUFON administrative of­
fices. 

And what kind of person not 
only sees UFOs but also becomes 
an active UFO researcher? 

Wright $aYS he doesn't receive 
strange glances or a lot of teasing 
from others about his deep inter­
est in the subject. "People laugh 
and mention 'little green men,' 
but I've read about 40 books on 
encounters and only one came 
close to mentioning aliens with a 
greenish-shade of color. I have 
no idea how that term became so 
popular. 

A photographer, Wright does­
n't have a wild gleam in his eye, 
nor would one ever guess that he 
has such an interest in UFOs. 

"Oh, I do get into some conver­
sations with people who are 
more, let's just say, into the meta­
physical aspect of human nature, 
and I'd really rather not have to 
deal with this type," says the soft­
spoken Wright. "But people who 
have interests in the metaphysi­
cal aspect of human nature are 
also very interested in the UFO 
phenomena, so there is an over­
lapping of interests. 

"Go into any bookstore and 
you'll find books on UFOs in the 
occult section. I don't think this 
is correct, but that's the way it 
is," he said. 

Wright, who has an associate's 
degree in graphic communica­
tions from Tyler Junior College, 
has lived in the Longview area 
for 11 years. 

"My family's attitude toward 
my interest is very open-minded. 
I'm certainly not scoffed at or 
anything," Wright said. 

INDEX-TRIBUNE, Sonoma, CA 
May 23, 1986 

Is it 
E.T.? 
UFO sighted 
A California JlighwCJy PH­

trul officer, working the 
graveyard shift. reported 
seeing an unidentified flying 
object eastb(,mnd at u high 
rate of speed hcuding tow&ud 
Sonoma from Petaluma late 
Wednesday night. 

The UFO, described as a 
large orange ~· XH shaped 
object with white lights in 
the front, was not an air­
plane, the officer stated. 

The sighting occurred at 
4:30 a.m. At leust 17 resi­
dents reported the sighting 
to local Jaw enforcement of­
ficials. 

The night before. an Agua 
Caliente Road resident re­
JUU1t.>d St.'~1ng a •ar,~;.e, yeUow 
ftkkerin~ li~ht in the area at 
Sonoma l\1ountain. 

This UFO was rather 
noisy> the resick>.nt rt!port.ed. 
cC]t was loud enough to get 
mt! out of bed,, .sh(-! saki. 

THE EASTERN tight, 
which produced ct motor-like 
sound, disapJK•ared behind 
the trees, she said. 

When asked if her ne'agh­
bors W'E."re awoken by the 
loud UFO, she replted. ~ 
don't know: 1 drdn't ask 
them. P-eopte will -think. 
yooJre m.rt.s." 

3 



CHRONICLE, San Francisco, CA - May 23, 1986 CR: A. Magee & J. Laurino 

Petaluma's Early Birds See UFO 
By G~orre Snyder 

!\lore than a dozen early risers reported 
seeing a mysterious lighted objed darting 
about the skies near Petaluma yesterday 
morning. 

Local law enforcement agencies were besieged 
with inquiries about the UFO slgbtlngs, and were at a 
loss to explain the weird Incident. 

.. I saw tiny lights in the northeast, hovering 
along the hUltops," said Arlette Cohen, who was 
driving north on U.S. 101 to Petaluma at about 4:30 
a.m ... At first I thought It was an airplane, but then it 
came overhead and I saw that it wasn't." 

Cohen, a radio news director, said a full moon 
was stUl visible above, when she saw the strange 
object. 

She said she got a good look because "it seemed 
almost to stop over the highway." 

Cohen said she rolled down her car window and 
listened for the sound of a helicopter or some other 
recognizable flying machine, but beard nothing. 

A California Highway Patrol officer, who did not 
want his name made public, also reported seeing a 
.. large, orange X with white lights on the front" 
flying east near Petaluma at a high rate of speed 
about 4:30a.m. 

Various witnesses agreed that the object was 
shaped like an X, had small green, white and orange 
lights and was not an airplane. 

ing In the sky," Hart said later ... 1 stared at them and 
they moved on rapidly several hundred yards, hov­
ered again and took off again to the east. We were 
kind of joking around about It, but then I started to 
think and I got scared." 

Witnesses said the object appeared to be travel­
Ing about 1000 to 1500 feet above the ground. 

Bay Area air traffic controllers were unable to 
explain the episode . 

"We have bad some calls, but we know nothing 
about it," said a public relations officer for Beale Air 
Force Base, located about 50 miles north of Sacra­
mento. 

Robert Sheaffer, a member of the Bay Area 
Skeptics, a group that seeks to prevent UFO myth· 
making, speculated that the object may have been an 
ultralight experimental aircraft. He cautioned that 
shifting air currents, darkness and optical Illusions 
may have affected the witnesses' ability to hear or 
see clues that the UFO was a man-made aircraft of 
some sort. 

Dee Dee Long, CO-()wner of Ultralight Flight Inc. 
of Sebastopol, supplies ultralight aircraft used at 
Petaluma's Liberty Field, near where the sightings 
occurred. 

She said the law forbids such craft from flying 
more than half an hour before sunrise - which 
occurred just before 6 a.m. yesterday- and that they 
normally are not equipped with lights. The craft 
resemble motorized hang-gliders. 

Sue Hart was driving along Mill Station Road 
near Sebastopol delivering newspapers when her 
companion tapped her on the shoulder and told her 
to look skyward. 

"I looked up and saw several orange lights hover-
Arlette Cohen, a radio news director, saw 'tiny lights' in the 

northeast, hovering along the hilltops at about 4:30a.m. 

Long added that the ultralights can fly slowly 
but cannot hover, and are easily heard from the 
ground when they fly at a height of 1000 to 1500 feet. 
An ultralight aircraft has an open cockpit and is built 
around a lightweight frame of aluminum tubing. 

TIMES , El Paso , TX - Apr il 11, 1986 CR: T. Adams 

'Something almost psychic' 
Roslvell man driven to solve UFO encormter 29 years ago 
By Marilyn Haddrill 
Times staff writer 

State called 'hot spot' ......... 2A 

site direction. ROSWELL - For most of his 
life, Sgt. Clifford E. Stone has 
been obsessed with UFOs, stimu· 
lated by what he describes as "a 
driving force, something almost 
psychic." 

"I was shaken, a little para· 
lyzed. Logic even at the age of 8 
told me that it did not exist," he 
said. 

It began in 1957, when he was 8 
years old. 

He was playing with a friend in 
bright daylight at his home of 
Portsmouth, Ohio, when a white 
disk about three feet wide buzzed 
by him. 

In the jargon of UFO investiga­
tors like Stone, it wa.s a close en· 
counter. And it was one Stone 
never could forget, even though 
his mother and father attributed 
the sighting to an overactive 
imagination. 

He has spent the past 20 years Haddrill 

Clifiord Stone: "I can't 
stop investigating UFOs." 

Its center 1/as rotating, while 
the outer rim circled in the oppo-

Investigator cites rich history 
of New Mexico UFO sightings 
By Marilyn Haddrill ture." (Strategic Air Command 
Times stall writer memo addressed to FBI, dated 

March 22, 1950) 
Roswell UFO investigator Sgt. 

Clifford E . Stone says New Mexi­
co is a "hot spot" for UFO sight· 
ings. His file of New Mexico 
cases, and his sources, in· 
eludes: 

•Documents and witnesses 
provided accounts of a saucer or 
saucers recovered in July 1947 
near Roswell. Small, humanoid 
bodies also are mentioned in 
these accounts. ("The Roswell 
Incident," published in 1980 by 
authors Charles Berlitz and Wil­
liam L. Moore) 

•A U.S. Air Force investigator 
reported that three crashed "fly· 
ing saucers" were recovered in 
New Mexico. Each vehicle con­
tained humanoid bodies only 
three feet tall and dressed in me· 
tallic cloth "of very fine tex· 

•In what is described as "a 
UFO classic," Socorro police of· 
ficer Lonnie Zamora, in an April 
24, 1964, sighting, viewed a bright 
object from which figures like 
"large kids or small adults" 
emerged before taking off. Con­
siderable physical evidence in­
cluded burned spots on the 
ground. ("Official Guide to UFO 
Sightings" by Carl Sifakis) 

•Two Albuquerque newspapers 
in April 1983 listed reports of 
UFO sightings that occurred 
near Kirtland Air Force Base in 
August 1980. A Kirtland Air 
Force Base report noted that 
Aug. 13, 1980, a "total blackout" 
of radar lasted for more than five 
hours at the military base and at 
the Albuquerque airport. 

avidly pursuing the mystery. His 
study at home is stuffed with 
books and files containing thou· 
sands of government documents 
th .. t he has obtained through use 
of the federal Freedom of Infor· 
mation Act. 

The documents indicate that 
various government agencies 
continue to investigate UFO phe· 
nomena, and that they take the 
possibility of alien visits serious­
ly, Stone said . 

Large, mechanical android 
and robot figures adorn his shelf. 
The room's prominent telescope 
attests to a related hobby, ama· 
leur astronomy. 

His wile, Hanh, patiently de· 
scribed her husband's passion as 
one that occupies most of his 
spare time and keeps him on the 
telephone - often long distance 
-for hours. 

"I've been on a quest since the 
age of 8, trying to find an answer 
to what I saw that day . ... I'm like 
a heroin addict- I can't stop in· 
vestigating UFOs," Clifford 
Stone said. 

He works at the New Mexico 
Military Institute Military Sci· 
ence Department. But he empha· 
sized that his hobby is unrelated 
to his profession. 

In his requests for documents, 
one U.S. Air Force response was 
that the government stopped in­
vestigating UFOs when Project 
"Blue Book" was terminated in 
1969. 

No evidence of extraterrestrial 
visitations was found in the 
project's UFO investigations, the 
Air Force said. 

"In all likelihood, there is a 
coverup going on," Clifford Stone 
said. 

He cited many references to 
unexplained sightings that have 
been made in recent government 
documents. Some of those docu· 
ments are censored heavily, with 
black marks inking out key facts 
about UFO sightings, he said. 

Clifford Stone said he backs up 
personal observations only with 
government documents he has 
obtained, and he admitted that 
there are many fictitious ac· 
counts of UFO sightings. 

"I feel there are people who 
are out for publicity. There are 
people out to make a fast buck," 
he said. "I'm interested in it be· 
cause I had something happen to 
me, and I want to know what it 
was." 

One 1976 CIA account was cen· 
sored extensively but appears to 
refer to a UFO incident investi· 
gated by highly qualified scien­
tists, Clillord Stone said. 

4 
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"I have never seen a flying 
saucer, but I've never seen a 
neutron or a gamma ray, either. 
And I work with them," Friedman 
said. 

He said there are too many 
similarities to dismiss tales he has 
heard of landing-gear marks in 
remote areas, high-speed chases 
between military aircraft and 
unidentified flying objects and 
hypnosis-induced revelations by 
people who claim to have been 
abducted by aliens. 

Physical descriptions of aliens 
and their flying machines also have 
been remarkably similar, he said. 

"I've got a whole host of stories, 
none of which I can prove," said 
J.'riedman, the scientist, somewhat 
unscientifically. 

"But when you hear the same 
story again and again, even though 
you don't have proof, you get a 
picture that you can't ignore." 

Naturally, he said, he receives 
reports of sightings from "nuts," 
too. 

Most people, he said, believe 
UFOs exist. 

A native of New Jersey, 
Friedman now lives in ••redericton, 
New Brunswick. 

He is on the lecture circuit and is 
a science commentator for the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. He 
has worked at General Electric, 
Aerojet-General Nucleonics, 
General Motors, Westinghouse 
Astronuclear Laboratory and TRW 
Systems. 

Friedman's interest in the 
subject began casually in 1958 with 
a book called The Report on UFOs. 

"I figured it would be a good 
laugh," he said. 

But pages later, Friedman found 
himself intrigued . 

Over the years, Friedman, who 
always has been interested in the 
"unusual," has lectured on the 
subject and has tried to persuade 
governments, including that of the 
United States, to admit that there 
are visitors from another solar 

ayatem. 
There have been numerous 

requests made under the federal 
••reedom of Information Act, but 
those and other responses have 
been less than straightforward. 
Usually, one of three reasons are 
cited, Friedman said. 

"They say, 'It's beyond our 
knowledge. It's a threat to security. 
There's no physical evidence.' But 
the Air Force or government has 
not said there are no flying saucers. 
They're masters of double talk. 

"The official government 
response is very carefully crafted." 

Governments are being very 
tight-lipped on the subject, he said, 
because if word got out, nationalism 
would be but a memory. 

"There would be no more 
Americans, Russians or Chinese. 
We would be earthlings, and I know 
no government on this Earth that 
wants to see that. Nationalism is 
about the only game in town." 

l4'riedman said the Earth is being 
chosen with more frequency by 
aliens because of increasing 
scientific advances planetwide into 
the aliens' turf: space. 

Aliens, he said, "are concer-ned 
about survival and security." 

The way they see it, " 'you have 
to keep tabs on the local primatives. 
You have to keep an eye on the 
people who come traipsing out 
here.'" 

He said there is nothing to fear 
from, the aliens, who appear to be 
light-years ahead of earthlings in 
the brains department. 

"There doesn't seem to be any 
reason to believe that they are here 
to harm us," Friedman said. 

But he added, "Don't get in their 
way. They're not going to hurt us, 
but they're not going to land on the 
White House lawn with a cure for 
cancer or say, 'Take me to your 
leader.' 

"They are here for a purpose." 
Basically, to check out the new 

neighbors - an old earthling 
tradition. 

PATRIOT-NEWS, Harrisburg, PA - May 20, 1986 
ADDENDA: In response to last week's question from the 

person who witnessed a large object flying over Lower Allen 
Twp., we noted that contacts with official agencies turned up no 
unusual sightings In this area . We also asked that tr there were 
any extraterrestrials among our readers, to please give us a call. 
Welt, we didn't hear !rom E.T., but we did get calls from several 
of our earthly readers, some of whom said they witnessed a 
similar object in recent weeks. Some or the dates and locations of 
the sightings were different, but the callers' descriptions of the 
object was pretty much the same. Just about all of them said 
there were three red lights in the form of a large triangle. Some 
also pointed out that they noticed what appeared to be a normal 
airplane following close behind. One caller said he previously Q 
worked in an aviation-related business and the object appeared · · 
different than an airplane In that its lights remained constant. An ~ 
airplane, he noted, generally has blinking lights and the lights · 
themselves aren't spaced as far apart as they were on the object n 
in question . One caller suggested that the craft might have been ~ 
an Air Force C5-A, which happens to be the nation's largest f-'· 

transport. The plane, the reader explained, Is so large "it doesn't :s 
look like it's moving" and i\ has a "droning" engine sound. A 
check with Harrisburg International Airport confirmed that the 
craft, which has a wingspan or 222 feet, does land periodically at 
IliA to pick up Black Hawk helicopters. The manufacturer of the 
helicopters ships them to IliA where Army personnel dismantle 
them before the Air Force ships them to other points. The prob-
lem with that explanation is that HIA reports that a C5-A hasn't 
landed at the airport since February. The majority of the people 
who called In claim to have seen the object In recent weeks. In 
any event, we're sure there's a logical explanation. Just in case 
we're wrong. however, we've decided to lock up our supply of S 
Reese's Pieces. 
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Marti James saw a 'UFO' from her bedroom window Wednesday night 

UFO·---------------------------
was flying lower than a plane 
would normally fly." 

Hart said, "I could see two big 
lights in the front and two small 
lights closer together to the back." 

"It was about the height a 
helicopter would fly," she said. "It 
was hovering. It was just stopped 
in the sky, then it moved kind of 
fast backwards and then hovered 
again." 

Hart and Madson said the object 
appeared to be round and was 
flying to the south when they last 
saw it shortly before 4:30 a.m. 

At about 4:30, radio newswoman 
Arlette Cohen was driving on 
Highway 101 toward Petaluma 
when she noticed two white lights 
in the sky to the east of the 
Sonoma-Marin county line. There 
appeared to be two small green 
lights opposite the white ones, she 
said. 

" At first I thought it was a plane 
landing at the Petaluma Airport 
or at Hamilton (Field in Novato)," 
said Cohen, the news director at 
Petaluma radio station KTOB. 
" Then it crossed over the freeway 
to the left side and hovered there. 

"Now you've got this thing that 
can't be a plane because it's 
standing still, " she said . She 
slowed her Toyota and flipped off 
the radio as the UFO crossed back 
over to the east side of the 
highway. 

"I was trying to see the body of 
the thing to see if it was a 
helicopter," she said. She said the 

craft was not so high that she 
couldn't hear It if indeed it was a 
helicopter. She said she heard 
nothing. 

"I think it was sort of a black 
"X" silnouette shape," she said. 
"It was really hard to tell." 

A california Highway Patrol 
officer cruising near Petaluma at 
about the same time that Cohen 
was in the area told an investiga­
tor with the international Mutual 
UFO Network he, too, saw some­
thing - a flying object with five 
lights. The officer, who declined 
to be identified, said the way the 
lights were arranged led him to 
believe the craft was shaped like 
an "X." 

"He said It was moving at a high 
rate of speed eastbound from 
Petaluma," said Officer Bill 
McChristian of the CHP's Rohnert 
Park office. McChristian said " at 
least a dozen" people called the 
office with similar descriptions of 
a UFO. Some said the thing was 
orange. 

Petaluma resident Tom Page, a 
Marin County high school science 
teacher who belongs to the UFO 
Network, a scientific group that 
conducts serious investigations of 
UFO reports, learned of the sight­
ings upon returning home from 
work Thursday. 

Page said the reported "X" 
shape is a new one to him, but not 
the orange color. 

"Orange is a very predominant 
color" in UFO sightings, he said. 

[Paper and City Unknown], VA - May 3, 1986 CR: UFOCCI 

The science teacher and track 
coach at Novato's San Marin High 
School said the numerous ac­
counts of two bright white lights 
on the craft remind him of a spate 
of sightings in Marin County four 
years ago. From September 1981 
through March 1982 his phone 
rang frequently with reports of a 
"triangular-shaped object with 
two white lights, and some orange 
discs seen at night In formation," 
he said. 

Page said the scientists In the 
UFO Network, which has chapters 
in 33 countries, will be anxious to 
look into the new reports. He 
asked that anyone seeing a possi­
ble UFO please call him at 763-
3432. 

At Sonoma State University, 
Spear said it seems "significant '' 
that numerous people at different 
locations reported "a similar type 
of phenomenon." But he cau­
tioned that 95 percent of all 
reported UFOs turn out to be 
something identifiable and ex­
plainable. 

If no explanation surfaces for 
the hovering, light-bearing object 
seen over Sonoma County, he said, 
it might be added to the 5 percent 
of airborne enigmas that resulted 
perhaps from some unknown at­
mospheric and psychological phe­
nomenon. 

"Or indeed," added Spear, 
"there's everyone's favorite ex­
planation- that maybe UFOs are 
somebody's space ships." 

Group provides refuge for UFO believers 
By DEBBIE MESSINA 
Staff writer 

VIRGINIA BEA CH - Aft er 
Joyce Wilson had what she believed 
was an encounter of an alien kind, 
she found a sixth sense so acute it 
drove her to wi thdraw from the 
world . 

" I was like a radio receiver ," 
Wilson said. " I had to :;hut i t off. ll 
was interfering with my own 
thoughts and ideas." 

In a hospital emergency room , 
she said she could feel the chest 
pains of a nearby patient suffering 

a heart attack. She said the sorrow 
of family members and close 
friends cluttered her thoughts. 

Wil son sa id her psyfhic sense be­
came so encompassing that for 
about a year, she avoided interac­
t ion with people and rarely ven­
tured outside her Ocean View home 
in Norfolk . 

" I was m a tremendous depres­
sion ," Wi lson said . "I avoid ed 
crowds and people." 

Wi lson sought help and comfort 
from clergymen, psychiatrists and 
psychics. But no one could explain 
her sensitivities. 

She found, like others, that life 
isn 't easy for people who believe 
they have seen an unidentified fly­
ing object or had an encounter with 
an alien being. 

The stories of such people draw 
scoffs, raised eyebrows and skepti­
cism. Friends may abandon them. 
Sometimes they become so upset by 
the rejection that they go into de­
pression and shy away from others. 

James and Phyllis Bumgardner 
of Virg inia Beach never talked 
about the seven illumated objects 
they claim they saw move across 
the sky over a U.S. military base in 

Cuba because the reaction from oth­
ers was too painful. 

But the Bumgardners, Wilson and 
others have found sympathetic lis­
teners who share similar experi­
ences in a self-help group. 

A Virginia Beach chapter of UFO 
Contact Center International was 
established about a year ago, and 
already it has grown to 20 members 
and is considered one of the five 
biggest in the world. 

"It 's helpful for them to know 
that they are not alone," said Bar-

( continued on page 7) 

6 



(continued from page 6 -

[Paper and City Unknown] , VA 

~y 3, 1986) 
bal"'l Nielsen, ht•ad of the Bl'ach chapter. 
"People n('('(! to know they an· not cru­
r;y, they are not cracking up. II 's nice to 
talk to people without the ruiscd 
eyebrows. 

"So often, people arf' treated like tht'Y 
arc witches." 

Wilson said she thinks the group could 
have helped her when she sufft•rcd 
through her despondency. 

"I had no one to tum to." she said . 
"Most everyone I tnlkNI to thought I was 
craey. So I had to comt• to m:v own un­
derstanding of it." 

Nielsen. long a b<>liever in UFOs, wns 
asked by the founders of thl' Contact 
Center lnternatwn;Jl . nan and Aileen Ed­
wards of Seattle, to start a rhaptPr in 
Hampton Roads. The Edwards mamtain 
that the area has brisk UFO activity be­
cause of the many military installa.tions 
and the dense population. 

the urticles, which also used photographH 
she took of her uncxplainPd sightings 
ncar her Virginia Beach home over u 
two-wt•ek renod. 

Th1• Bumgardners say that only at 
m<>eting<; of th1· self-help group arc they 
willing to discuss their experience. 

"You ran talk about It here without 
people looking at you funny, thinking 
you're weird and laughing at you," said 
James Bumgardner, a retirt'd Navy 
man . "It's hard to convince p<>oplc aiJout 
what you've seen. 

"I know I used to think it was a lot of 
hokum my~Pif. But the hair stood on the 
bat'k of my tH'ck aftt'r what I :;aw. It was 
prct t y strange." 

Unlikt· the Bumgan.Jnc rs, Lynn Win­
born is not afraid to It'll 11tlwrs :tbout her 
sightmgs, hut she said that has strairwd 
her relationshrp with h1:r parents and 
has alh·natl·tl some friends. 

"They don't belicv1· rm:," Winborn 
said . " ·It's hard to accept when people 
think you've gone off the d1•c:p end . They 
all think I'm a space cadet ." 

Formerly researchers and inv!'stiga­
tors for the liFO Reporting CPnter in Se­
attl~. the Edwards startl'd the interna­
tional group in 191ll to support people 
who have had contact with UFOs . 

Aileen Edwards said that ~tudies have 
indicated that 5 million p('()plt• in thl' 
United States have had l'XpericnrPs with 
UFOs. "If you talk to 211 pl'opll', you w1ll 
find that several have seen lJ FOs but 
only one will say they'vl' had actual ron­
tact." she said. 

:ilntl pholo OY DWAN f lAitY 

Barbara Nielsen is head of the Virginia Beach chapter of UFO Contact 
Center International. a self-help group for UFO slghters. 

Joyn: Wilson could n1•ver understand 
why certain things had happened to her 
after an incident in whi ch she claimed a 
craft hoV<•rcd in front of her car and 
zapped her In the middle of her forehead 
With some sort of light ray. 

But >i ncc she joined tlw self-help 
group. Wilson said, ~ lw discov1•red sh<' 
po:;sessed signs slw cla1ms are Cltmmon 
to pPople who have been contacted IJy 
alil'ns, such us developmg cysts and thP 
fp(')ing of being adopted . She cbims she 
also had Cl'rtuin characteristics common 
to otht•rs who claim to have been con­
tuctcd by aliens - being of Indian de­
scent und having an affinity for eagles 
and turquoise . 

J . Allen Hynek of the Center for UFO 
Studies in Illinois said there ar!' 1,000 
UFO observations a day . 

swamp gas or one of the nation's mili­
tary's secret wpapons . 

"WP are just lay peopiP trying to help 
each other," Edwards said. 

TwPnt:v-thr<'e rhaptns t.ave been 
formed in thP United States, Canada , Ni ­
geria, Brazil, Japan, Thailand and Aus­
tralia . The Vancouver. British Columbia, 
chapter is the largest, with about 100 
membPrs, Edwards said . 

explained ocr.urrcncps and review re­
search and HrticlPs about UFOs. 

About half of the members say thev 
havp seen UFOs and the others an• sim­
ply interested. Most of the sightings by 
group members arc said to he one-time 
occurrences and primarily occurred be­
tween 1975 and 1980. 

People who say they sec UFOs arc of­
ten dismissed as being crazy, Edwards 
said. Or they are told that what they saw 
was a helicopter, a weather balloon, 

Members ol the Virginia Beach chap­
IPr mePt monthlv to talk ubout their ex­
periences, vit:>w documentaries about tm-

During that period, feature-length arti­
cles about UFO activity in Virginia ap­
peared in UFO Report and TRUE Flying 
Saucers and UFOs Quarterly magazines . 
Nielsen was quoted <'xtcnsivcly in one of 

"After joining, a lot of things became 
more clear," Wil son ~aid . "But I still 
have one hig question: Why me?" 

High over Hutch 
Large planes may explain 
recent rash of UFO reports 

By Doug Ward 
The Hutchinson News 

Connie Albright was horseback 
riding near her home northeast of 
Hutchinson about 8:30 p.m . 
Thursday when she saw it. 

The dim white lights in the 
eastern sky looked like an air­
plane. But the object didn't seem 
to be moving. It must be some 
sort of tower in the distance, she 
thought. 

But as she and four others she 
was riding with headed home, the 
huge object floated southwest, 
"r ight over the top of us," and 
toward the Hutchinson Municipal 
Airport. 

She said there appeared to be 
two pieces to the diamond-shaped 
object, with intense white lights 
on the front and dim red lights 
around it. But she could see no 
connection between the two 
parts. 

"It was spooky," she said, 
mainly because she and the oth­
ers couldn't hear any engine noise 
and the object had appeared to 
hover before it moved . 

Not knowing what to think of 
the strange object, Mrs. Albright 
and her companions raced toward 
home. 

"We were frightened." ... 
A woman in northwest Hut­

chinson was sitting on her front 
porch when she saw the object 
about 8:15p.m. 

She and her husband first 
thought it was a star. 

But as it came closer, the 
couple could see it was cigar­
shaped and had red and white 
lights. It moved, almost silently, 
"due west." 

l : pon closer examination 
through a pair of binoculars, the 
woman said she was sure it had to 
be a huge dirigible of some type. 

" You know, like the Goodyear 
blimp," she said. ... 

Larry Augustine left his home 
in the Blue Spruce addition north 
of Hutchinson about 9:50 p.m . 
Friday with his son and anothe r 
boy. 

They also saw red and white 
lights. Augustine said he thought 
it was unusually silent. He could 
hear only a muffled sound of an 
engine. 

He said the large object flew 
over them and moved east. 

"The boys got all excited. They 
didn't feel like it was an airplane," 
Augustine said . ... 

The three sightings were sim­
ilar to several reports called into 
The News Friday and Saturday . 

And while Federal Aviation 
Administration officials earlier 
this week could give no explana­
tion of the sightings. a spokesman 
at the Hutchinson airport Satur­
day night said he was "100 per­
cent sure" of what had happened 
Thursday night. 

He said he had talked to a flight 
controller at the Kansas City Air 
Route Traffic Control Center in 
Olathe, who said the descriptions 
would fit military refueling 
flights that had been taking place 
over Kansas "all week long ." 

The Hutchinson official said a 
KC-135 tanker from McConnell 
Air Force Base in Wichita had 
met up with F -4 fighters from 
Lincoln, Neb. 

"There's not much doubt about 
that," he said. "There were no 
UFOs." 

Officials at McConnell denied 
Saturday that there were any re­
fueling flights taking place 
Thursday night. A spokeswoman 

NI:.'WS , llulchin!::>Ort, K.S 
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sa id the re had been a mission 
Thursday morning, but that there 
were no such flights that night. 

A spokesman at Airport Traffic 
Control at Lincoln Municipal 
Airport said F -4s frequentl y fly 
from the Lincoln airport. 

" It happens all the time," he 
said . 

The spokesman said there 
"probably" were F -4s from the 
155th Tactical Operations Group, 
which is based in Lincoln, over 
central Kansas Thursday, but he 
referred s peci fic questions to the 
guard unit's base in Lincoln . Calls 
there were unanswered . 

Another person in the Hut­
chinson tower said he was at 
home Thursday and had seen the 
slow-moving object. He said he 
had heen on a military refueling 
missions before and admitted that 
from the ground it would be 
"weird looking." 

He said the planes are dark and 
against a dark sky. little could be 
made out except for the lights, 
which are used by fliers to see the 
booms and fueling slots on the 
planes . 

He said that the planes were 
flying at 14,000 to 17,000 feet, and 
with the "quiet" engines being 
muffled further by wind, "you're 
not going to hear much." 

From the ground, he said, the 
planes would appear to be moving 
very slowly. 

"There's not much doubt in our 
minds" that the objects people 
saw were the military refueling 
flights . 

Mrs. Albright said she was 
relieved when she heard the ex­
planation given by the FAA offi­
cials. 

"I can go ride my horse again," 
she said. 

ARGUS-COURI~H, Petaluma, CA - May 22 , 1986 

'UFO' 
seen over 
Petaluma 

By ROD BREWSTER 
Arpla-Courier Staff 

More than one dozen people 
claim to have spotted an X­
shaped UFO early this morning 
as it hovered and darted in the 
sky over Sonoma County, the Cali­
fornia Highway Patrol said. 

"An unidentified object de­
scribed as a large orange 'X' with 
white lights in the front was seen 
traveling at a high rate of speed 
eastbound from Petaluma," said 
a Santa Rosa CHP spokesman. 

Arlette Cohen, news director at 
KTOB radio in Petaluma, said she 
also saw the object, but described 
it differently than the CHP offi­
cer. 

"I don't drink," she said with a 
laugh. 

She said she was driving to 
Petaluma from Marin County on 
Highway 101 about 4:30 a .m. and 
was near the county line at San 
Antonio Creek when saw two 
white lights "like headllghts"in 
the northeastern sky. 

She thought It was an airplane 
coming in for a landing, but 
thought It odd for a plane to be In 
that location. 

The lights moved to the west 
side of the freeway and hovered 
over the hills, then dropped be­
hind them, she said. 

At one point the object, a little 
above hilltop level, ~topped still, 
she said. 

The object then crossed to the 
east side of the freeway. 

Cohen said she couldn't esti­
mate distances above the ground 
or from her to the object. It 
looked about the size of "a good 
size small plane," but didn't look 
like an aircraft, she said. She also 
heard no sound from it. 

Passing the object she saw two 
small green lights on it. She also 
thought she migbt have seen the 
object was shaped like a dark 
"X," but couldn't be sure. 

1be object did not move like a 
plane or helicopter, Cohen said. 

Cohen said she wasn't going to 
tell anyone what she had seen 
until she learned the CHP also 
was reporting a sighting. 

Citizens calling the CHP said 
the UFO appeared out of the 
darkness at 4:30 a.m. Among 
those who said they saw the UFO 
were a CHP officer working out of 
Santa Rosa who declined to p~ 
vide his name. 

San Francisco Bay Area air 
traffic controllers said they could 
not explain the sighting, saying 
radar screens did not detect the 
mysterious object. 

The officer who saw the object 
said it was not an airplane. 

The CHP didn't alert any agen­
cy after the sighting. The highway 
patrol has no established proce­
dure for dealing with UFO sight­
logs, he said. 

Meanwhile, Six Brazilian air 
force fighter jets chased more 
than a dozen UFOs described as 
colored Ping-Pong balls and one 
jet was surrounded by the objects, 
the air force minister said Thurs­
day_ 

Air Force Minister Octavlo 
Moreira Lima said Brazilian air 
force planes saw intense green, 
red and white lights that moved 
at between 160 and 990 mph and 
picked up solid objects on the 
radar late Monday nigbt. 

"It Is not a question of believing 
or not," Lima said. "This re­
quires technical information and 
we have neither replies nor tech­
nical explanations for what hap­
pened," Lima said. 

Lima said that state-run oil 
company president Ozlres Silva 
first saw three colored lights in 
his path on Monday night as he 
prepared to land his Brazilian­
made Xingu aircraft at an air 
force base 66 miles from the 
industrial heartland of Sao Paulo. 

Picking up the objects on radar, 
Ozires canceled his landing, in­
formed the Brazilian Defense 
Center and be chased the fast­
moving lights, which were de­
scribed as resembling Ping-Pong 
balls. 

News reports said the Brazilian 
Defense Center entered a "state 
of alert" and sent three F-SE jet 
fighters after the lights, pursuing 
the objects during 30 minutes 
toward the Sao Paulo coast. 
UPI reports were used In compiling this 
story 
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J. Allen Hynek, Astronomer 
And U.F.O. Consultant, Dies 

By JOAN COOK 

J . Allen Hynek, an astrophysicist and 
consultant to an Air Force projt->ct to 
assC'Ss reports of unidentified flying ob­
jt.:·<.:ts, d1ed of a maltgnant brain tumor 
Sunday at Mt~morial Hospital in Scotts­
dalt', Ariz. He was 75 years old . 

Dr Hynek, who moved to Scottsdale 
from Evanswn. Ill., a year ago, was for 
I~ year.; professor and chairman of the 
Department of Astronomy at North­
western Univer.;ity and director of its 
Dearborn Observatory, until he retirt->d 
in 1978. He was involved in the Air 
Fcwce U.F.O research effort from l-948 
to 1009. 

Often his task for the Air Force was 
to examine at first hand more substan­
tial reports of flying saucers and the 
like. In 1966, after a rash of sightings in 
Michigan, he went to the area to take 
charge of the investigation. After inter­
viewing scores of people. he ascribed 
certain sightings to luminous marsh 
gas rather that something from space. 
Nevertheless, he said, "Scientists in 
the year 2066 may trunk us very naive 
in our denials. •• 

In addition tu 247 oplical statJoras 
around the wurld, there were to be 12 
photographic stations . A special cam­
era was <.Jevist-"<.1 for the task and a 
prototype was built and lestt--'d and then 
strippt.>d apan agam wht.'n , on Oct. -4. 
1957, the Soviet Union launched its first 
satellite, Sputnik. 

Assumed the U.S Would Be First 
"We had always assumed that the 

Unied States would have the first satel­
lite," Dr. Hynek said ruefully at the 
time. "If 1•ve ever had a traumatic ex­
perience. that was it." 

Observations of the Soviet satellite 
were wceived, and with twice-daily 
news conferences, Dr. Hynek and Dr. lbeNew Yort:Tuoea 

Whipple began to reassure the public J. Allen Hyne~ 
after what Dr. Hynek called "this mtel-rn ________ _ _ 
le<"lual Pearl Harbor, a real gutsy sock 
tu the stomach." Miriam Curtis; four ~OilS and a daugh-

On<:c things m satellite tracking set- ter. Scott Josef. of Waltham, Mass.; 
tied down to a routine, Dr. Hynek went Joel Curtis, of Leonia, N.J .• Paul Cur­
back to teaching, taking the chairman- tis. of Scottsdale, Ross Allen. of Lake 
ship at Northwealern in 1960. Forest, Ill., Roxane , of Hanover, 

He is surv1ved by his wife. the former . Mass.; and five grandchildren. 

> 

He long asserted that U. F .0. 's should 
be taken seriously and he eventually 
bt!came displeased with the Air For('e 
approach. He said that its methods 
were sli~hod and that it was not con­
ducting a scientific study. The A1r 
Force. in tum, concluded that there 
was no • vidence of extraterrestial craft 
..111d the u .F .O. project was abandoned. 

A good night for UFO watchers~ 
He Avoids 'UF.O. Nut' Label 

ln an mterview in 1974, Dr. Hynek 
said that he had remained with the pro­
gram as long as he did to retain access 
to Air Force data and to avoid being 
marked a "U.F.O. nut. •• 

Dr. Hynek founded the Ct:ur e r for 
U.F .O. Studies in Evanston in 1973 aud 
took it with him when he moved to 
Scottsdale. 

He is credited with <.:oimng the 
phra:>e "close encow1ters of the third 
kind" to descri~ humans meeting 
creatures from space. Ht: used the 
phrase in his 1972 book "The U. F . 0. 
Experience" and it became the title of 
the 1977 Steven Spielberg film, on 
which he served as tectmical adviser. 

When a reporter once suggested that 
Dr. Hynek he might be remembered 
not as an astrorner but as the man who 
made U.F.O.'s respectable, he replied: 
"I wouldn't mind. If J can succeed in 
making the study of U.F.O.'s scientifi­
cally respt...octable and do something 
constructive in 1t, then I think that 
would be a real contribution." 

He resigned from the center he 
founded a few months ago for ill health, 
acwrding to the director. Tina Choate. 

He Worked on Proximity Fuse 
In World War II. Dr. Hynek was a 

civilian scientist at the Johns Hopkins 
Apphed Science Laboratory, where he 
helped to develop the Navy's radio 
proximity fuze . 

Josef Allen Hynek was born in Chi­
cago, lll. , to Czechoslovak parents . He 
graduated from the University of Ch'•­
cago inl~31 and ~rnt-"<.1 a Ph.D degre~ 
there in 1935. 

He joined the Department of Physics 
and Astronomy at Ohio State in 1936. 
After the war he returned there, rising 
to full professor in 1950. 

In 1956 he left to join Prof. Fred 
Whipple, the Harvard astronomer, at 
the Smith::;onian Astrophysical Observ­
atory, which had combined with the 
Harvard Observatory at Harvard. Dr. 
Hynek had the assignment of directing 
the tracking of an American space 
satellite, a project for the International 
Geophysical Year in 1956 and tlaere­
after. 

By Don DeMain 
The Tribun• 

A delightfully mysterious X-shaped craft 
with weird lights that flashed on and off 
appeared in Bay Area skies in the pre-dawn 
hours yesterday. 

And for UFO believers who have endured 
.years of drab skies and no sightings, it 
brought back the thrills of a time past when 
flying saucers were the rage and people be­
lieved Bill Jackson when he said he spotted a 
football-field-sized craft with banks of wink­
ing beams hovering over a deserted Colorado 
road. 

Yesterday's sightings were reported by 
nearly two dozen observers, including a taci­
turn Sonoma County California Highway Pa­
trol officer who doesn't believe in alien craft 
or creatures but reported only "what I saw." 

"An Unidentified Flying Object described 
as a large 'X' with lights in front was seen 
traveling at a high rate of speed eastbound 
from Petaluma," Santa Rosa CHP dispatcher 
Bill McChristian said of reports from several 
callers and the unnamed patrol officer. 

It was spotted at 4:30 a.m. also by a 
commuting Arlette Cohen, Petaluma KTOB 
radio station news director. 

"I saw these two white lights to the east," 
she said, at an altitude of about 1,000 feet. "It 
hovered, for a while, then flew off." Then it 
came back, and Cohen said she saw two "tiny 
green lights on the other side. •• 

"I think I saw sort of a black X silhouette 
shape," she added. 

There was no sound. 
In Oakland, several calls were made to 

The Tribune reporting early morning sight­
ings of strange lights in the sky. 

Secretary Lorie Selenides said she was 
awakened by her infant's crying at 1:30 a.m. 
in her East Oakland home. She looked out the 
window and saw a strange criss-crossing 
shape with alternating orange and blue flash­
ing lights. 

It appeared over the horizon above Mac­
Arthur in the Fruitvale District, moving past 
St. Elizabeth's Church toward 35th Street, 
Selenides said. 

It wasn•t an airplane, she added. It wasn't 
moving like one, and the lights alternated, 
blue, then orange, then blue. 

Whatever it was, and if it was the same 
object later sighted in Sonoma isn't known. 
Bay Area air-traffic controllers couldn~t ex­
plain the sightings; local observatories and 

radar-watchers saw nothing . 
In Colorado, the UFO sighting capital of 

the world, the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command said no satellite or human­
crafted spacecraft would have been visible at 
that time in California. 

The thing might have been debris from the 
satellite Cosmos, which was scheduled to re­
enter the Earth's atmosphere above Cali­
fornia, but that happened an hour after the 
4:30 sightings. 

Coincidentally, the local encounter came 
just after reports that ping-pong-ball-sized, 
multi-colored objects crowded radar screens 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

That country sent jet fighters to investi­
gate. The objects flew away. 

Whatever they were, or are, the sightings 
recall the titillating questions that mush­
roomed in 1947 when the University of Colo­
rado and the U.S. Air Force decided to inves­
tigate the UFO mania of virtually daily sight­
ings of saucers, flying cigars, luminescent yo­
yos, winged sausages, alien visitations and 
close encounters of all kinds. 

UFO clubs, confirmed believers, books, 
articles and TV "documentaries" sprang up 
throughout the nation to "help" produce evi­
dence to the Air Force that Earth was con­
stantly being visited by crafts from other 
worlds. 

But in 1969, after two decades of exhaus­
tive research, the University of Colorado is­
sued its half-million-dollar study, Project 
Blue Book. 

There wasn't the slightest evidence of 
UFOs. the study said. That was that for the 
Air Force. It shunned any further "alien 
craft" reports. 

It was a blow to the UFOers and the flying 
saucer fad waned. UFO clubs folded, and the 
believers went into hibernation, taking solace 
in the spate of new movies: "Close Encoun­
ters," "E.T.," etc. 

But there is always that slim possibility, 
that astronomical chance ... Like reporter 
Jackson's observation in 1975 of a flying 
Candlestick Park .. , Or that report six years 
ago of a Longmont, Colo., man and his wife 
who were abducted in saucerlike vehicle by 
hollow-eyed alien creatures 24 miles north of 
Denver . . . Or the almost-believable report 
that Mission Peak in Fremont was scorched 
by intense heat, proving it was a refueling 
station for UFOs. 
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Friend or UFO? 
Look! Up in the sky! 
It's a bird! 
It's a plane! 
It's ... it's ... 
uhh ... Oh, waw! 
BY JAY RATH 

' ' I t was bound to happen sooner or 
later," Marvin Cook wrote in the 

Capital Times in 1975. "An 'uniden­
tified flying objec.·t' was seen hovering 
over the capital l'ity. ·' 

But it wasn't the first time Madison­
ians had seen objects in the sky other 
than Miss Forward's golden fingers . 
There have been at least eil(ht UFO 
sightings in the Madison arca since 1947 , 
and, according to le~end, the Indians 
that lived around the four lakes saw and 
met strange "sky-men" long before the 
white settlers arrived. Madison is Wis­
consin's hot spot for UFO activity. 

Nancy Goff, age 13, landed in the 
newspapers by being the first to report a 
Madison UFO. On the night of July 7, 
1947, Goff was sitting on the porch of 
her home at 1042 Williamson St. Around 
10:30, she saw something that lookt>d 
like "a plate upside-down ." 

"I saw a light flash on tht• ground ," 
she told reporters .. "When I looked in 
the sky I saw a flying disc. It kept turn­
ing different colors and was moving 
very fast , but disappeared in a little 
while." 

That same night, Richard Y. Schulkin, 
who lived at 719 Mound St., saw "some 
sort o f gliding missile, of convex shape" 
flying over south Madison . Schulkin said 
the object was traveling rapidly and was 
ht•ading south. lie thought it was silvt>r­
colored , possibly made of aluminum . 

In the same wt>ek as tht>se sightings, 
reports filtert>d in from Milwaukt>t> , 
.Janesville, Grafton, i''rt•eport , Ill., and 
other parts of tlw cnuntry . Evt>n though 
··flying saucers' ' had m•vt•r ht•t•n report ­
ed a:; such in the U.S . ht'forc June :!fl , 
HJ47 , people in :3!:J statt>s thought tht•y 
had st•t•n UFOs by tlw timl' of the Mad­
ison incidents. 

After the 1947 sauct>r flap thPre Wt>re 
no ret ·ordt>d reports of UFO activity in 
tlw Madison area until l!JtiH , wht•n a 
Madison woman and ht>r daughtt'r saw a 
" white light" hovering over tht• llill 
Farms art>a fur about fivt' tuinutt•s . 

Shortly hPfore H::JO p .m. on Ft'b. !l, 
Elvi Sanchez and her 15-year-old 
daughtPr , (iloria , saw a light in thl' sky 
north of their home at 4HIO South llill 
l>rive. They told polin• that tht• light si ­
lently pa>.sed their house at a high ratt• 
of >.peed , tlll'n stoppt•d in midair ahout a 
block away. It '-layed then• a few min · 
utt•s , hovering about !)() ft•t•t ahovt• 1 ht• 
ground . 

The UFO focused a largt• beam of li!o(ht 
on the ~round, tht•n sudd<•nly disap­
peared. The women first thought they 
had set·n an airplane, but tht•n realizt'd 
that tht>y had IH'ard no t'ngin<'s during 
tht> in<"ident. 

Flying Lights 
Madison's next-and most dramatic­
sighting came on Sept. 1, 1970. 

It was 10:10 p .m. Denise Fritz and 
Mike Butler were out in a boat on Lake 
Monona when they looked up and saw a 
"lighted object" heading toward the 
water. They initially thought it was a 
plane in trouble. 

· 'It looked like it was going to crash,· ' 
said Fritz. "We joked about flying 
saucers, but we still assumed it was a­
plane." They changed their minds when 
they saw the objt•<·t hovt>r bt>tween 50 
and 100 feet above S<lme trt>es near a 
hoat landing on Winnequah Hoad . 

" It looked like it was an oval," said 
Fritz . "But I couldn't focus on it wt•ll 
enough to make out the whole shapt> . I 
don't know what it was, but I've never 
seen anything lik<' it." 

Fritz and Outler had stopped their 
motor, but they could hear no sound 
from the object. Suddenly, the object 
beamed two lights at the boat. The cou­
ple started the motor again and began to 
leave. The object followed them. "When 
we swerved to the left, the lights turned 
left too," said Fritz. " When we turned 
right, the lights turned right. By this 
time, we were pretty scared." 

The UFO was ulso. spotted ut the same 
time that night by four Monona women 
who wouldn't givt• their name11 to 
n•portt•rs . (Otw woman said, "l'eoph• 
will think I'm sonw kind of nut.") 

Tlw womt•n wt•n• riding in a car and 
had almost n•adwtl I lw corner of Bridge 
Hoatl and l'antlwr Trail wlwn Uwy saw 
soml't hing in the sky to tht• nortlwast. 
" It S<'t'mt'd at first that it might be a low­
flying plane," one woman said, "hut it 
had a lot of lights on ." 

Fritz and Butler, mPanwhile, wt>re 
scrambling to escape the UFO. 

"We went back to the pier as fao;t as 
we could, and it-the lights-followed 
us," said Fritz. "We didn't evt•n tit~ up 
the boat. We ran right into Uw house. I 
was shaking and crying for about two 
hours, 1 was so s<:ared ." 

Uack at the intersection of Bridge and 
Panther, the four women got out of 
their car to get a better look. Like Fritz, 
they said they had a hard time focusing 
their eyes on the object. 

"We couldn't make out a shape," one 
woman said . "I don't believe in flying 
saucers or that sort of thing, hut I don't 
understand this, because whatever this 
thing was, it made no sound at all ." 

The women watched as the ohjl'ct 
flew away . For them, l.ht• inddt>nt wa.o; 
ov<>r. For Fritz and Butl<•r, it was not. 

"I have no doubt that it wa.o; sotut•­
thing not from around lll·rt·," i''ritz said 
in a rt•t·ent intervit>w . "For a long timt • 
Wt' didn't go out in tlw hoat at night. I 
have <'hills about it evl'n now." 

Sky Lights 
Probably the most rl'liahle sightin.g in 
tht• Madison area occurn•d on t ht> ni!o(ht 
of May :l, I !J7!l . Among tht> six or st'VI'II 
witm•ss('S wt·n· two Madison polit't• of­
fin·rs, who waitl'd 10 days lwfon• filing 
a writtt•n rt>port of what lht•y thought 
t.ilt'y had St't'n. 

The lJFO wa.o; first spollt'd hy work · 
crs at a gas station on Odana Hoad 
near Whittu·y Way . ThPy watdwtl lht· 
oval -shapt'd ohjt't't for Hwn· I han an 
hour as it hovt'n•d llt'ar tlw WKOW-TV 
towt•rs on Tokay lloult·vard . 

"It wasn't twinkling likt• a star," said 
Sl'ott lllanl'o , a I !J-yt•ar-old t•mployt'd at 
tlw stat ion . Ill' and a fril'nd , ('arol 
Wet"kh•m, and at h•a.o.;t two otlwr t'lll · 
ployt•t•s watdu•d lht• ohjt•t ·t with 
polit·t· offin·rs Luis Yudin· and Stt•ven 
Canlarf'lla. Tht• offit't'l''- lat t•r rcport I'd 
I hat thl'y dio · 'ohst•rvt• t ht• ohjt•ct , whil'h 
sPPilll'd to gradually gain hrightnt'ss . · · In 
thl'ir offidal n•port, they statt'd I hat tht• 
object 's position was dut• wt•st of the ga.'i 
station, "at an undl'lt·nuitwd altitude 
and distanl'e ." 

The Sky-Man Cometh 
''I don't be long he re," the 

11trange vl.sltor told the Chip­
pewas. "I dropped from above." 

We'll never really know for sure If 
the Chippewas came in contact with 
allen being.'!, but Indian 11torie11 col­
lected in 1930 by Charles E. Urown, 
then director of the Wist.'Onsin State.· 
Historical Sudety, may be of special in­
terest to modem UFO enthusia.'lts. 
According to the legends, the lndlaM 
were visited several times by "sky­
men" who traveled In strange craft. 
Here's an example: · 

"Some 1ndlaM were walking over 
the plains when they !13W someone 
sitting on the l(rdSS. It was a man. 
When they approached, he halted 
them by raising hill hand. 

"He t;ald, 'I don't belong here. 1 
dropped from above.' 

''Titey wished to take him home 
with them . He told them to go home 
and clean the place where he was to 
stay. Then he would return with 
them. After they had done this they 
came back for him. He was. a nkc­
looking man, clean and shining 
bright. He 11tayed with them. Every 
day at sundown, he watched the sky. 
In a dear voice he said, 'Something 
will come .down. I will go up . ' He said 
that he had been running in the sky . 
There wao; an open space, he nmldn't 
stop running, so he dropped through. 

"One day in the afternoon he said, 
'Now it's coming.' Everyone looked 
up but they could see nothing for a 
long time. The man who had kt•pt 
Sky-man at his home could sec better 
than the others. He saw a bright star 

Biant·o said that lht• offin~rs wantl'd to 
follow tlw UFO in thl'ir squad <"ar, hut 
couldn't ht•t ·aust• tlw ohjt•t·t disappl'arl'd 
st•vt•ral times, thl'n rPappt•an·d with in · 
t-rca.'ied hrightm•s.o.; . 

Yudin• and Cardart•lla arc still 
Madison polit·t· offin•rs. Wht•n a'ikl'd 
about the incident, Canlarella said, " I 
just didn't know what it was at the 
tim<'." But hl' doesn ' t think it wa.o; n·­
fll'l'tt'd light from a hl'licoptt'r or a 
wcatlwr balloon . 

Recent Reports 
Madison's most ret"cnt rl't"ord<•d sighting 
occurrl'd on July :ll, HJ7li. Mary A. Tall 
and her motlwr, lsahl'l T. 1-'ra.o.;t, of G20 I 
Dorsett I>r. , said that tlwy saw a vt•ry 
large, bright, fast · moving ohjt'l'l in the 
sky at around 2 ::30 a .m. 

shining way up in the llky. The other 
Indians didn't see It untlllt came near 
the ground. They had never seen 
anything nicer in the world. 

• 'Two men got a hold of it and 
pulled It down. Sky-man got into It. 
Then it rose and he wa.'l gone. They 
had tried to get him to stay but he 
~~aid that he must go. He ill up there 
yet. You can see him on clear 
nights." 

Wa.'l Sky-man "clean and 11hining" 
hecau!IC he wore a silvery pressure 
11uit'? Is it possible that the vi11itor in­
sist(.-d on clean quarter.~ for fear of 
human v1ru!!Cs, to whkh he had no 
resi11tance? The story certainly 
arouses curiosity, especially when 
considered in association with an In­
dian mound a few miles northeast of 
Harahoo. 

The mound is in tht• shape of a 
man- the only known human-shaped 
effigy mound in the world. But if the 
figure is human, then it is oddly pro­
portioned. 

Mound11 are rarely realistic por­
trayalll of living <'reatures, so the 
elongated torso of the man-mound 
can he forgiven . But what of the two 
"ears" sticking out from the top of iL'i 
head? Could they reprl•scnt a helmet 
of some sort'? 

Hincc the mound i11 214 ft~et long 
and measures 48 feet acros.o; at the 
shoulders, it can barely he ap­
preciated from the ground. Is it pos­
sihle that the figure is intendt~d to he 
viewed from above? An invitation, 
perhaps, for Sky-man to return'? 

-J.H. 

"My mother saw it first," said Tall. " I 
didn't hl'lievc her." Tall said the object 
was too big to ht• a star. Slw dest:riht•d it 
a.'i hlu<· and doudlikc, and twice a'i hig a.-; 
the North Star. llcyond that, the two 
could offt•r no other details. 

" I wa.'in't eager to go outside and find 
out what that thing wa.'i ," Tall said. 

Last August several sighting.-; of Ui''Os 
were reported in Black Earth, Blut• 
Mounds, Cross Plains and Mount Horeb. 
What these ohjet"ts an•, or were, is im­
possible to guess. 

But if you happen to look into the sky 
late some night, and sec a strange light, 
remember that you arc nut alone­
you're in the company of 20 other Mad­
isonians who bclit>vc that they havt~ 

set•n something strange over the capital 
city . • 
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Disproven Roswell UFO Claim Resurrected 
8y Pbillp J. Klass 
THE SKEPTICAL INQUIRER 

T HE CLAIM that the U.S. 
government in 1947 re· 
covered one or more 
flying saucers - along 

with the bodies of their occupants 
- from a Roswell ranch is enjoying 
widespread acceptance despite sub­
stantial evidence against · it. 

A paper on the alleged unidenti· 
fied flying objects was featured at 
the 1985 conference of the Seguin, 
Tex.-based Mutual UFO Network, 
the nation's largest UFO organiza­
tion, and at earlier MUFON confer· 
ences. 

The crashed-saucer tale was first 
advanced in 1950 in a best-selling 
book by Frank Scully, then a col­
umnist for Variety, the entertain· 
ment industry newspaper. 

But Scully's claim was promptly 
rejected even by True magazine, 
which itself had helped launch the 
UFO era a few months earlier when 
it published an article claiming 
Earth was being visited by extra­
terrestrial craft. 

Scully bad obtained his informa­
tion on the "crashed saucers" from 
two men who were exposed as con 
men two years later in an article 
published in True. 

For almost three decades the 
claim of crashed saucers in New 
Mexico went largely ignored. Then, 
in 1980, it was resurrected by 
Charles Berlitz and William L. 
Moore in their book "The Roswell 
Incident." 

Berlitz earlier achieved fame and 
fortune with his book on the Bermll"' 
da Triangle, which he claimed mys­
teriously swallowed up airplanes 
and ships. Moore earlier bad au­
thored the book "The Philadelphia 
Experiment," which claimed that 
during World War II the U.S. Navy 
bad discovered techniques that 
could make its ships invisible. 

According to Berlitz and Moore, a 
flying saucer crashed on the Ros­
well ranch of W.W. Brazel during 
the first week of July 1947, and 
possibly a second crashed near 
Socorro ·shortly afterward. The 
Army Air ~rce position was that 
the debris found by Brazel was -c= 
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nothing more than I balloon-borne 
radar refteetor, a device resemb­
ling a '-ox kite lined with aluminum 
foil, used to calibrate ground· 
tracking radars. 

Berlitz and Moore rejected that 
explanation, drawing on the 30-
year-old recollections of local 
citizens and a number of newspaper 
clippings datine back to 1947. 
- One important newspaper 
account Berlitz and Moore omitted 
entirely is an Associated Press 
dispatch dated July 9, 1947, based 
on an interview with Brazel him­
self. The article quotes Brazel as 
sayin& he discovered the debris 
while riding his ranch on June 14-

more than two weeks before Berlitz 
and Moore claim the flying saucer 
crashed. 

Brazel's description of what he 
found, quoted in the AP article, 
confirms the government position 
that the object was only a balloon­
borne radar reflector: "large num· 
bers of pieces o_f -paper covered 
with a foil-like substance and 
pieced together with small sticks 
much like a kite." 

According to Berlitz and Moore, 
the crashed saucer was promptly 
flown to Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, near Dayton, Ohio, for 
analysis. This base was the techni­
cal nerve center for the Air Force 

and included its foreign intelligence 
operations. At the time, the base 
commander was Lt. Gen. Nathan 
Twining, who later became Air 
Force chief of staff. 

In September 1947, following a 
rash of UFO reports, the chief of 
staff of the Army Air Force re­
quested Twining to provide him 
with a situation assessment, which 
Twining did in a letter dated Sept. 
23, 1947. Berlitz and Moore quoted 
extensively from his letter, includ­
ing his statement that "the phe­
nomenon reported is something real 
and not visionary or fictitious." 

But the authors omitted a critical-

ly important statement in the same 
letter, where Twining noted that 
there was a "lack of physical evi­
dence in the shape of crash­
recovered exhibits which would 
undeniably prove the existence of 
these objects." 

In early 1953, top officials at Air 
Defense Command headquarters in 
Colorado Springs received a brief­
ing from Capt. Edward J. Ruppelt, 
then head of Project Blue Book, the 
Air Force's UFO investigations pro­
gram. The briefing was classified 
Secret, as Ruppelt explained, in 
case sensitive matters, such as the 
coverage of the nation's air defense 

radar network, came up durina the 
question-and-answer period. 

Ruppelt's prepared briefing was 
declassified and was published a 
decade ago. 

The bead of Project Blue Book 
told top Air Defense Command 
officials: "It can be stated now that, 
as far as the current situation is 
concerned, there are no indications 
that the reported objects are a 
direct threat to the U.S., nor is there 
any proof that the reported objecta 
are any foreign body over the U.S. 
or, as far as we know, the rest of the 
world. 

"This always brings up the que&-

tion of space travel ... ADd it iJ tbe 
opinion of most scientists or people 
that should know that it is not 
impossible for some other planet to 
be inhabited and for this planet to 
send beings down to the Earth. 

"However there is no - and I 
want to emphasize and repeat the 
word no - evidence of this in any 
report the Air Force bas re­
ceived ... We have never picked up c.. 
any 'hardware.' By that we mean 0 
any pieces, parts, whole articles, or c::::: 
anything that would indicate an i 
unknown material or object ... " > 

Other hard evidence that denies t""' 
the crashed-saucer claims can be .. 
found in material once classified > 
Secret obtained from Central In- & 
telligence Agency files in late 1978 c 
via the Freedom of Information Act. .g 

These CIA papers reveal that in C'O 
mid-1952 the White House asked the .., 
CIA to make an independent assess- .g 
ment of reported UFO sightings. ro 
High-ranking CIA scientists went to 
Dayton for an Air Force briefmg on z 
Project Blue Book. Then, in mid- 3 
August, these scientists briefed the 
CIA director. 

In one of these briefmg papers, §c:.... 
dated Aug. 14. 1952 and origin.ally 
classified Secret, the briefer dis- CT> 
cussed the possible explanations for 1o.0 
UFO reports, including the possibil- .. 
ity that some might lie generated by 
extraterrestrial craft \0 

But the briefer added that "there ~ 
is no shred of evidence to .support 
this theory at present ·-" Another 
once-secret briefing paper, dated 
Aug. 15, states: "Finally, no debris 
or material evidence bas ever been 
recovered following an unexplained 
sighting." 

Philip J . Klass, a senior editor of Aviation 
Week & Space TechnoloQv magazine, is 
the author of "UFOs: The PUblic Deceived" 
and "UFOs Explained." This article is 
reprirUd with . . from the Skepti-
c;&! Inquirer. ~ journal of the 
COfmVttee tor the b'rdic lrwestigation 
of Claims of the Paranormal 
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= Star Wars? A load ol old UFOs 
c:: 
u 

C'­

I don't believe 
in radioactive 
giant rabbits 

::r: report signed by a US Air Force Colonel 
.~ IT IS. there in black and white, an omctal EASTEHN EVENING NEWS, Norwich, England - April 8, 1986 CR: T. Good 

1 
saymg that unidentified flying objects had 
been sit;hted by his men ln Suffolk ln late 

'0 !'lt'Cember 1980. 
~Letters 

~ Net.'<lless to say, people wondered whether I 

~ 
had ~:one banny three years later when I pub­
lisht.'<i the report by Lt Col Charles Halt, deputy 
,·ommander of the USAF base at RAF Woo& 

~ bridge. 

-INTRIGUED BY UFO REPORT 
c Tht• authorities today are still saying nowt or .g ,!t-n,·ing all. but they cannot magic away that 
c otlktal report by Lt Col Halt - later promoted to 
,3 full C'olonel and made commander of th~ hst 

Anglia base. So he wasn't barmy! 
>-<~ It was unearthed under America's Freedom of 
c:z: ln10rmation A..:t as part of a remarkable lnvestl-
0 gatwn carried out for the past Ove years by 
~ three Bntish women who refuse to be put down 

by otlic\aldom. 
Jenny Randles. director of investigations for 

the 13ntish UFO Research Association, and her 
two helpers, housewives Brenda Butler and Dot 
Street, teU their story ln a paperback called Sky 
Crash to be published on May 22 (Grafton £2.95). 

I WAS moat intrigued to reed the 
page end article in the Evening 
News on Thursday, March 13, 
about the UFO sighting at 
Wymondham. 

At 6 p.m. on Wednesday, March 
12, I switched on my TV and dis­
covered that the set was 
completely deed on all channels. 
The .. me socket was capable of 

It was their early lnvesti­
gauons that got me excited 
in October 1983, particularly 
the report Lt Col Halt tlied 
to his superiors about the 
strange events ln Rendl& 
sham Forest . He wrote on 13 
January 1981: 

1. Early in the morning ol 
'1:1 December 1980 (approxio­
mately 0300) two USAF secu­
rity patrolmen saw unusual 
l.tghts outside the back gate 
at RAF Woodbridge. Think· 
mg an aircraft might have 
crashed or been forced 
down. they called for penni.s­
ston to go outside the gate to 
mvestigate . . . the individu­
al s reported seeing a strange 
~loWJng object in the forest . 

UST[][J 
AMESON 

Glowing lights 
The object was described 

as being metallic in appear· 
a nce and triangular in 
shape, a pproximately two to 
three metres ( 8 feet) across 
the base and two metres 
tugh. It tlluminated the en­
ttre forest with a white light 
The object itself had a pul· 
saung red light on top and a 
ba.rtk(s} l1f blL•e lights under­
neath. The object was hover­
ing or on legs. As the 
patrolmen approached the 
o bject it manoeuvred 
through the trees and disap­
peared . 

2. The next day, three de­
pressions l.Sins deep and 
?ins in diameter were found 
where the object had been 
sighted on the ground. The 
following night (29 Decem­
ber) the area was checked 
for radiation. Beta/gamma 
readings of 0.1 milliroem­
gens were recorded wtth 
peak readings in the three 
depressions . . . 

Sun-like 
3. Later in the night a red 

sun -like light was seen 
through the trees. It moved 
about and pul.5ed At one 
point It appeared to throw 
off glowing particles and 
then broke into live separate 
white objects and then disap­
peared. Immediately thereaf­
ter, three star-like objecta 
were noticed ln the sky, two 
objects to the north and one 
to the south . .. 

The objects to the DOI'tb 
appeared to be eWptlcal 
.. . turned to tull circles and 
.. . remained in the sky for 

by DEREK jAMESON 

an hour or more. The object 
to the south was visible for 
two or three hours and 
beamed down a stream of 
light from time to time. Nu­
merous individuals, includ­
ing the undersigned [u U 
Col Charla HaU himseVI 
witnessed the activities in 
paragraphs 2 and 3. 

You might have thought 
that this ~tional ~rt 
would have set the rafters 
alight. Not a bit of it. The 
Ministry of Defence admitted 
unusual ligbta had been 
sighted, but said there waa 
no explanation. 

Naturally the scoffers had 
a field day. Most reckoned 
thoee strange ligbta came 
from Orford Ness li.ghthoose, 
live miles away, and that the 
indentations in the ground 
were made by rabbits. 

Nobody has yet explained 

to my satisfaction how light­
houses manage to fly in a 
blaze of lights nor how rab­
bits give off radiation. 

The three authors have 
also produced some fascinat­
ing supplementary evidence 
and Ralph Noyes, former 
head of the MoD department 
responsbile for RAF intelli­
gence, said in a statement: 
"We flOW h.ave e~ - I 
blush to say about my own 
Ministry - that they haq 
Lied about this case.. TbeJ 
have covered tt up. • 

Conspiracy 
And so the conspiracy ol 

silence continu~ thoueh 
these detennined ladies have 
no intention of eivini up 
their pursuit of the truth. 

Their book raises some 
awkward questioiUJ about 
the USAF bases ln East AD­
glia ln view of Mn Thatch­
er's decision to allow them 
to be used by F-111 bomben 
for the attack on LibyL 

Quite clearly we have uua. 
control over the bases ~ 
when something untoward 
occurs, loee no time tn belf" 
l.ng the US cover tt up. 

I do not believe that U. 
UFO which disturbed the 
Suffolk woodland 011 that 
wintry night carried 101118 
spooky visiton from a d1llo 
tant planet 

No, the explanatloo la 
much simpler. A UFO tt WM 
- an American mWtarJ 
spacecraft which had beaD 
on an illepl miaaioD lD 
outer space yean at..~ at 
President Reqan's beloved 
Star Wars P~-

MAIL ON SUNDAY, London, England - May 18, 1986 CR: T. Good 

Shaking news lor UFO·Iovers 
AMERICAN Kientlsts be­
lieve they have a key clue 
to the mystery of UFOs. 

A recent study claims that 
&ightings of unidentified fly­
Ing objects are related to 
earthquakes. 

Or Michael Persinger and 
Or John Derr ny that most 
UFO 5ightings are at night 
and Involve red, orange or 

white lights. 'The majority of 
5erious sightings are reported 
in the months before an 
earthquake,' said Dr 
Persinger. 

And m.st are within 20 
kilometres ef the epicentre, 
he claims. 

Tllere were frequent 
&lghtings In Manitoba, In 
Canada. in late 1974.. In July 

1975 central C<~nada experi­
enced one of its worst. 
earthquakes. 

There were similar 
5ightings before last year'~ 
Mexico quake. 

But although the scientists 
believe they know the reason 
for tfle strange lights, they 
still cannot explain how they 
happen. Adam Edwards 

operating a lamp, so I replaced 
the fuse In the TV plug, but the 
TV still would not operate. After a 
few hours had elapsed, I tried 
again and the set operated 
perfectly. 

more about such things. 
My own conclusion Ia that the 

UFO alghtlng may have some 
bearing on my set malfunction. I 
would be Interested to hear 
through your columna whether 
other readen experienced similar 
blackouts on the night In question. 

Personal experiences In the 
peat with UFO alghtlnga In this 
area halve apertled oH my Interest 
In the subject auHiclently to read 

V. C. RUTHERFORD. 
Maple Close, Wymondham. 

GUARDIAN, Kyneton, Victoria, Australia - May 9, 1986 

UFO scare for 
mum, daughter 

A mother and daughter were a ullttle 
frightened" by a very dlatlnctlvel bright uniden­
tified Flying Object near Lancef aid on Monday 
evening. 

Mre Brenda Hom­
melhotr, of Lancefield, 
waa returninl from 
Romaey with htlr 
dau1hter O'dette at 
about 6.10 pm when 
the Incident occurred. 

Mrs Hommelhoff said 
an exceptionally bright 
light was noticed near 
Boundary Road. 

"It was very bright , 
circular, and almost 
irresistible . We just 
kept looking at it," she 
said. 

Mrs Hammelhoff said 
the experience was 
quite frightening . 

Aa they turned into 
Graham Road, Mrs 
Hammelhoff and 
O'dette noticed the light 
change completely into 
an arrow shape. emit­
ting yellow and green 
light. 

She said the color was 
very intenae. "it then 
took off at a steady, fast 
speed." 

"I turned off the car 
and wound down the 
window - there was 
hardly any noiae, just a 
dull hum aa the light 
aped away. 

"There waa a red light 
at the rear," she aaid. 

Mrs Hammelhoff said 
the UFO was definitely 
not a helicopter. 

About ei1ht years 
aeo during a wldel;r­
publiciaed Bilhting m 
Bendigo, Mra Ham­
melhotr aaid Bhe aaw a 
light exactly the aame 
aa the one fir1t 
noticed on Monday 
evening. 

She said she has since 
heard of a Romaey man 
who had a similar sight­
ing a few nights earlier. 

SIMILAR 
DESCRIPTION 

The UFO Research 
Centre in Melbourne 
said there had been no 
other reports from the 
area on Monday eve· 

:?J·rir~t Ja!im~ih:r~ 
description matched 
descriptions which aroae 
from a spate of sight· 
ingB in the Bamawm 
area of northern Vic­
toria several years ago. 

ce~:l3n:r;~ !,.hho ~ 
similar lights to thOBe 
described by Mrs Ham­
melhoff can contact the 
UFO Reaearch Centre in 
Pascoe Vale Road, 
Eaaendon. 

CR: J _ Magee 

OBSERVER, Morley, England - April 17, 1986 CR: YUFOS 

UFO over Morley? 
THE YORKSHIRE 
UFO Society would 
I i k e to hear from 
a n y o n e in the 
Morley area who saw 
a large c i r c u I a r 
object with multicol­
oured lights in the 
s k i e s over Morley 
recently. 

Mr. Philip Mantle, 
an investigator with 
the society, sa i d a 
woman from Brad­
ford who was travel-

~~:d~~~~~~~~ii~~de 

Road a r o u n d 8.30 
p.m. on M a r c h 24 
mitially saw a row of 
lights. 

She and her hus­
b a n d were looking 
towards Leeds when 
they saw the 
unidentified object 
and they pulled into 
a I a y b y near the 
T i n g I e y Working 
M e n ' s C I u b to 
observe it further. 

The object 
appeared to be mov­
ing towards Leeds 

and was about two or 
three miles away and 
a number of other 
people in cars pulled 

~~tot~hee l~bflc:~ ~~: 
Mantle added. 

M r. Mantle said 
the society was try-

~~~e~~a~ 0d;i~!r~ ~~~ 
anyone else in the II 
area who saw it. 

Anyone who saw 
the object can con­
tact Mr. Mantle on 
Batley 444049. 
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FROM BEYOND: Two partlclpanta In a UFO convention In San Diego 

Religion of UFOs and the 
people who really believe 

By GWEN DAMBROFSKY 
The Canadian Press 

EDMONTON 

P REPARING earth for the arrival of space­
ships from the Intergalactic Confederation is 
the job of Ruth Norman, known to her follow­

ers as the Archangel Uriel. 
In the driveway of her El Cajon, Calif., home, the 

82-year-old widow - dressed in a luminous gold 
gown, a rainbow cape and a blonde pompadour wig 
- posed regally with a handsome young attendant 
for Edmonton photographer Douglas Curran. 

Her portrait is one of many startling images to be 
found in Curran's book, In Advance of the Landing: 
Folk Coaeeptl of OWer Space. 

Through photos and text. Curran looks at the UFO 
subcultures of Canada and the United States, from 
the New Age Foundation- a group which meets an-. 
nually ;~t Mount Rainier. Wash., to summon aliell$ 
..... to John Shepherd, a Bellaire, Mich., man who 
turned his grandmother's bQu&:e into a .UFO-detect .. 
ing statiO.n. 

There are also strange examples of bow UFOs 
have been absorbed into popular culture: a flying 
saucer landing pad built by the town of St. Paul, 

. AJta., as a centennial year project; and numerous 
gas stations, coffee shops and houses built to repre­
sent imagined UFOs. 

Curran began his research more than eight years 
ago, prompted in part by philosopher Carl Jung's 
writings on flying saucers. 

"I never really bad an interest in Qying saucers 
and I still don't," Curran said in a telephone inter­
view from Dallas, where be is working on his next 
book about tent preachers in the southern United 
States. 

"But it seemed the UFO phenomenon bad a higher 
value than just its obvious sensationalism." 

IN ADVANCE OF THE LANDING: Folk Concepta of Outer 
Spece. By Douglas Curran. Abbeville Press, $19.95. 

In fact, Curran calls it a religion and points out 
that every group he contacted incorporates Jesus 
Christ into its beliefs. 

"The myopia of religions and beliefs is one of the 
reasons for trying to do the book the way I did," Cur­
ran said. His ideas about religion were driven home 
when he started interviewing tent revivalists for his 
new book. 

"I'm now dealing with religious zealots who have 
far more rigid beliefs about the nature of God than 
any of the UFO people ever did. The UFO people 
were genuinely generous and gracious. It was· suffi­
cient for me to be there and listen. They never de­
manded that I believe, whereas the people I'm with 
now, it's like, 'Sure, you can bang .around and photo-­
graph me, but you gotta get down on your knees."' 

Travelling in a second-band car whi~h doubl~ as 
a bed, Curran spent two CJr three months· at a time 
on the road, visiting conventions and chasing down 
leads· on individual UFO enthusiasts. 

He also banded out postcards asking people to 
send any information they might have on unidenti­
fied flying objects to North Battleford,· Sask.- his 
home at the time. 

One postcard ended up in the hands of Tom Wolfe, 
who was at the time writing his book about the early 
days of the U.S. space program, The Right Stuff. 

The two men began corresponding regularly, and 
eventually Wolfe wrote a glowing forward for Cur­
ran's book. 

One of the misconceptions about UFO groups is 
"that they're filled with rank schizophrenics and mi­
sogynist paranoids," Curran said. 

"Actually, they're very average people in all as­
pects of their lives." 

12 
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Crashed UFO may have 
been a spy satellite 
By MA'ITHEW WARREN 

AN unidentified flying object 
that crashed off the South 
Australian coast on Saturday 
may be the remains of a spy or 
land-resources satellite. 

According to an Adelaide air­
port spokesman the trajectory 
and approach of the falling 
object suggested it was the re­
entry of a satellite on a polar 
orbit. 

This is the type of orbit used 
by low-flying spy and land­
resources satellites to enable 
them to cover the whole Earth 
by traversing it from pole to 
pole. 
It is believed the Department 

of Defence was not expecting 
any space junk to fall over 
Australia. which may increase 
the likelihood · of it being the 
remains of a spy satellite. It is 
unlikely such a satellite would 

be claimed or identified by Its 
owners. 

Air traffic controller. Mr 
Richard Challis. said the ob­
ject had not been picked up by 
the Adelaide airport radar but 
all the evidence of its re-entry 
pointed to it being man-made. 

"Meteorites are supposed to 
come in at a much steeper 
angle than this did." he said. 

Police said a number of 
meteorites had fallen in the 
area since Halley's Comet 
passed the Earth in March. 
but agreed this appeared to be 
man-made. 

A number of eye witnesses 
saw the object ·spear across 
the sky about noon on Satur­
day and described it as bright 
and large, leaving a trail 
across the sky. 

MAIL, Oxford, England - May 16, 1986 
CR: T. Good 

Just a 
flying 

visit to 
the pub! 

LANDLORD Ray Grimes in­
sists he had not been drinking 
on the night he saw a UFO in 
the skies above his pub near 
Woodstook! 

Mr Grimes, who runs the Duke 
of MarlborouJh, Jaid he watched 
the strange object for about two 
minutes before it vanished . 

Fascinating 
" It was a little after midnight and 

t was out in the garden walk ing the 
dogs. I spotted a brilliant wh ite 
light in the sky, moving slowly 
downward ." 

He said: "As I watched , it ~ud­
denly spl it into two before coming 
together again. then dropped down 
towards the horizon . 

" I stood on a chair to get a better 
look and I then called out to my 
wife . But the object ~uddenly 
turned orange and vanished . It w85 
the most fascinating thing I've ever 
seen ." 

Mr Grimes is convinced that it 
was not a plane , a meteor or the 
planet Venus. 

He added : " I know people might 
th ink that because I'm a landlord 

It's a UFO 
said man 
who saw 
the light 

I might have had a drink or two, 
but that's not true . I didn't tell the 
regulars the next day because I 
thought they would laugh . But I 
definitely saw someth ing weird ." 

Mr Derek Mansell , of Wheatley, 
treasurer of a UFO re~earch group, 
said: "We have had other report~ 
in the past of UFOs ~pl i tting in two 
and then coming together again . 
There appears to be no normal 
explanation to th is incident, and I 
will be investigating it." 

One remote possibility W85 that 
it might have been a satellite burn­
ing up as it re-entered the atmos­
phere . 

USA TODAY, Arlington, VA - May 23, 1986 

Brazilians 
investigate 
UFO reports 
By Harold Emert 
Special for USA TODAY 

RIO DE JANEIRO - The 
Brazilian air force Thursday 
named a panel to Investigate 
sighting; of 20 UFOs described 
as red, white and green balls of 
lights that moved between 160 
and 990 mph a~ the sky. 

Six air force jets chased the 
ping pong ball-sized objects 
earlier this week but were 
forced to land when fuel ran 
low, otllclals said. 

Among the witnesses was 
Ozires SUva, head of the state­
run on company. Silva, a pilot, 
was about to land his plane In 
Sao Jose dos campos when he 
spotted 13 of the UFOs and 
gave chase. His radar screen 
picked up the objects. 

Rio de Janerio eyewttn~ 
Sonia Grumbach said she saw 
a bright light for 15 minutes 
that traveled at "Incredible ve-

Where 
UFOs 
spotted 

South··~~ 
Atlantic~O 1000 

~, 

Ocean ~ miles 

By Suzy Parker, USA TODAY 

locity" and seemed to jump. 
"It Is not a question of believ­

ing or not," said Air Force Min­
ister Octavlo Moreira Uma. 
"lbls requires technical infor­
mation and we have neither re­
plies nor technical explana­
tions for what happened." 

STILL LOOKING .•. landlord Ray Grimes outside his Wootlstock pub 
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R.A.A.F. investigation 
into U.F.O. sighting 

ADELAIDE - R.A.A.F. official• 
will investigate reports that an 
unidentified flying object craahed 
into the sea near Victor Harbour. 
about 70 km south of Adelaide on 
Saturday. 

The object was unofficially logged 
as a meteorite by the R.A.A.F. at the 
Edinbur2h Base. north of Adelaide. 

The object was seen by dozens of 
people throughout the State's south· 
east, from as far apart as Kingston, Mt 
Gambier and parts of western 
Victoria. 

Newspapers yesterday carried 
stories of the object crashing into 
Victor Harbour. 

One apparent eyewitness described 
the object as resembling a cruise 
missile. The stories said a R.A.A.F. 
Hercules had spotted the object. 

Another witness. Thornleigh 
farmer Neil Sutherland, told local 
police that the object looked like a 
rocket, with a propeller-like device at 
the rear, fins "and a fair bit of red 
paint". 

Mr Sutherland described the fast­
moving tube-shaped object as "much 
bigger than a family car" . 

Beachport resident Gary Chambers 
said he had seen the object for only a 
few seconds as it came down. 

"It looked like a falling star, but in 
broad daylight," Mr Chambers said. 

"It was very high up. 
"I thought it burned up above the 

horizon." 
Defence Department spokesman 

Major Andy Reynolds said the 
R.A.A.F. would investigate the re­
ports, as they did with every U.F .O. 
sighting. 

"The R.A.A.F. will have to do a lot 
of leg work by the looks of things, 
going on the number of sourced and 
un-sourced comments on the matter," 
Major Reynolds said. 

"But it all seems extremely loose 
at the moment. 

"Air Force investigators will talk 
to everyone who reported seeing the 
object, and the whole thing will go 
ahead from there." 

Major Reynolds said he did not 
know when the investigation would 
start. 

CR: J. Magee 

. 
~ 

~ i Reports of a dpr shaped cluster or stars are 
1o be investi&ated by Derysbire UFO experts 

.. after a Burton ~pit contacted the Mail. 
~ ~nsionft'S Leo and Jose Bark«, ba~ been be'w~d :.2 in the last month by sightings of fast moving stars, trailing 
Cl) a red light, usually sbonly before dusk. 'E From the living room of their home in Waterside Road, 
0 Stapenhill, the couple claim to have seen the lig~ts on 14 t consecutive nights. But sometimes clouds have hadden the 
ro strange looking set of stars from sight. 
~ SCEPTICAL 

Mrs Barker is sceptical about the existence of alien 
.....l objects and is keeping an open mind. But she admits she 
H and her husband are mystified. 
~- "I have never seen anything like it before. I have never 

seen a star move across the sky so quickly. I first saw it a 
::J month ago. Then I forgot about it. When I saw it again 
H through binoculars it was cigar shaped with a mass o~ stars 
CS and a red piece of light at the end of it. We saw at last 

night but not for long because of the clouds. 
~ "It is high in the sky and we can see it for about two 
8 hours before it disappears. We've got no theories at all 
IX: about what it could be. Maybe someone who knows about 
as 5tarS could teU us. I've thought about writing to Patrick 

Moore about it. Our neighbours have seen it but just 
laugh it off . ., 

Husband Leo, a retired miner of Cadley Hill colliery, 
bas challenged anyone to come down and see the lights 
for themselves. 

"If they don't believe us they can come and look. I 
didn't believe in UFO's but I believe in them now." 

Mr Peter Ann, Derbyshire group leader of the National 
UFO Investigation 'Society, said checks would be made to 
see if there was a rational explanation. 

"We get many repons of this kind made to us in good 
faith. Sometimes it can tum out to be a satellite or planet, 
or even an aircraft. We do checks scientifically. If we 
think this is a possible UFO sighting we will send the 
Barkers a repon form." 
e Anyone else who may have seen the object should 

contact Mr Dennis Harriman, 0602 730919. 

~ RAAF has no JAPAN TIMES, Tokyo, Japan - May 25, 1986 CR: Y. Matsumura 

~ plans to seek 
>, 

~ car-sized UFO 
ro By Pollee Repor18r GRAHAM HUNTER 
~ All unidentified Dylac object "much biccer 
ro thu a family car" is lylnr at the bottom of 
t.:. EacCNDter Bay, Victor Harbor, after plummet­
~ Wc te eartla IMD after midday OD Saturday. 

<
::3 The object, unomcially logged as a meteorite 

by the RAAF base at Edinburgh, was seen by 
.. , dozens of people from as far south as Port 
• ' MacDoiUlell in the South-East and south· 

< · western Victoria. 
ct) Senior Constable G. A. Clemow, of Beach· 

port, said he and several other Beachport 
.. people had seen a large, smoke-colored vapor 
~ , t~ lett by the object as it sped past at cloud 
•r-1 he1ght. 

Pilots Desci .. ibe Bt .. azilian UFO Chase 
BRASILIA (AP) - An air 

force pilot said Friday that he 
chased a UFO over southeast­

j ern Brazil, and said the object 
· "couldn't be anything in exis­
tence." 

Lt. Kleber Caldas Marinho, 
25, said he pursued but could not 
catch one of the objects sighted 
flying over the city of Sao Jose 
dos Campos on Monday night. 

·"It was a pulsating light, red 
and white, mostly white," 
Marinho said at a press confer­
ence at air force headquarters 
in Brasilia. "It was not a star.lt 

couldn't have been another 
plane. It couldn't be anything in 
existence." 

The pilot said his U .S.-made 
F5E fighter approached to with­
in 19.6 km of the object, but had 
to turn back because of low fuel, 
Marinho said. 

Capt. Marcio Jordao, another 
F5E pilot, said he saw. "a red 
light that didn't vary, but 
evidently was moving. I got to 
within 40 km but I couldn't go 
any faster; Visibility was great. 
There were no clouds or other 
air traffic." 

Col. Ozires Silva, president of 
the state oil company Petrob­
ras, who was flying in a private 
plane near Sao Jose dos Cam­
pos Monday night, confirmed 
the sightings. 

"It wasn 't like any of the 
classical flying objects seen in 
the movies," Silva said in a tele­
vised interview. "It wasn't in 
the form of a flying saucer or 
plate. Instead, what I saw were 
illuminated points." 

The air force said a commis­
sion had been formed to investi­
gate the sightings. 

~ Theuailhadtakenmorethanfiverr.Unutesto-.-. ...................................................................... .. 
a> Qegin dispersing. 
"0 Sen. Const. Clemow said a Thomleigh fanner, 
< Mr Nell Sutherland, had told him the object 

.. looked like a rocket, with a propeller-like 
o:; device at the rear, ftns "and a fair bit of red 
t:.J paint". 
~ Mr Sutherland had described the fast-moving 
~ tube as "much bigger than a family car". 
5 Beachport resident Mr Gary Chambers said 
!> he had seen the object for only a few seconds as 
o . it came down. 
< "It looked like a falling star, but in broad 

daylight," Mr Chambers said. 
"It was very high up. I thought it burned up 

above the horizon." 

Mr George Thorn, of Victor Harbor. said his 
wife had seen the object falling towards the sea . 
Moments later, through binoculars, he had seen 
what he thought at the time to be a very large 
red and white boat bobbing up and down in the 
heavy swell, about five kilometres offshore. 

It had sunk moments later and three boats 
which went to the area almost inunediately had 
found nothing. 

Police and RAAF omcials said they knew of 
no plans to look for the object, lying in at least 
20 fathoms of water. 

A department spokesman in Adelaide said no 
RAAF Hercules had reported anything and 

there was no sighting on any radar screens. 
He said the department would investigate 

but he knew only what had been reported. 
He said he was curious about a witness who 

described the object as looking like a cruise 
missile. 

"What does a cruise missile look like? I work 
in defence and I've never seen one," he said. 

As for the chance that the object was an 
extraterrestrial that would not show up on 
radar, the spokesman said with a chuckle: 
"There's a possibility it could be anything, it 1n 14 
fact there is something, but at the moment we 
.know nothing." 



IPSWICH EVENING STAR, Suffolk, England 
May 24, 1986 CR: T. Good 

'UFO' book 
updated 
AN updated version of a book 
which hu been a talkin11 
point in Suffolk, "Sky 
Crash", by a female trio of 
UFO investiaaton, was 
launched yesterday . 

The book is said to contain 
"st&.!1lina new informa-

lion" about an allcacd UFO 
Iandin& in Rcndlnham 
Forest, ncar Woodbridae. in 
December, 1980. 

The authors, Brenda 
Butler , Dot Street and Jenny 
Randles , alleac cover-up by 
officialdom on b01h sides of 
the Atlantic followina the 
alleaed siahting by USAf 
men, from the nearby air 

ba~ehe0~~!c ~~~ ::·~~~ft~hed 
by Grafton Books at £2.9S . 

right in his route, there was, in formation, three unidentified object. . 

The ferraz de Vasconcelos Radar Station had found the UfOa in the Sao 

Paulo region where they made the first radar detection of the craft in 

the paulista airspace, within a range of 200 kilometers. 

"We have spoken much of flying discs, but I never cared to see or know 

one up close," commented Ozires Silva to Pilot Alcir. Alcir immediately 

contacted Air Traffic Control at Sao Paulo and cancelled his approach, 

intending to pursue the objects. "There were at least two of them in 

the air," said Alcir Pereira to GLOBO, "they were red lights, very bright 

and much different from stars or aircraft, which changed position rapidly." 

Authorized by Sao Paulo Control, Oz ires and Alcir tried for several minutes 
to pursue the objects, seen primarily in the direction of Magi das Cruzea, 

Sao Paulo, while at the same time others went in the direction of Ubatuba­

Caraguatatuba, always above the Serra do Mar. 

City and country of incident: Various locations, Brazil 
........................................................................... Date of incident: May 19, 1986 

TRANSLATIONS Name of newspaper and date of clip: 0 GL080, May 22, 1986 
.................................... -. .................................. -.~ City and country of newspaper: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

City and country of incident: Brunflo, Jamtlands Region, Sweden 

Date of incident: April 17, 1986 
Name of newspaper and date of clip: OSTERSUNDS-POSTEN, May 6, 1986 

City and country of newspaper: Ostersund, Sweden 

[CREDIT: Erik fredriksson] 

SAW ONE GIGANTIC 150 METER LONG fLOATING OBJECT 

At the UfO conference in Ostersund was a visitor with an interesting experien­

ce. About three weeks ago, Karl Axelsson from Brunflo discovered something 

very remarkable. 

" I don't believe it myself," he told 0-P. 

It was on Monday evening, April 17, that Karl Axelsson from Brunflo had 

his most remarkable experience of his life. 

During the evening, his mother-in-law was visiting and when he was driving 

her home, they observed a strange light phenomenon in the hazy evening, 

he said. 

Karl Axel s son returned later to the sighting location with his binoculars. 

What he saw was so sensational that he i s still really ups et when he re-tells 

the story. 

Gigantic object. 

Right over one hill, Sheepskin Hill, was a gigantic floating object, about 

150 meters long. The whole object was divided into s ections and looked 

like a lighted cement block. At the top of the object were two search! ights 

rotating like a lighthous e. 

Karl Axelsson obs erved the objec t for s eve n hours. Dur i ng this time he 

made many interesting observations . At 21:45 was the r egular Linje-flight 

from Stockholm to froson-Ostersund airport. Right before the plane appeared, 

the object seemed to pump out steam and when the plane passed, it was 

coated in a cloud. 

Blinded by light. 

On two further occasions, aircraft were passing, but at this time the 

1 ight was closed, so as not to be di s covered. 

At one time during the remarkable observation, Karl Axel s son was really 

scared. He said: "Both rotating searchlights swept in an enormous arc. 

When the strong light was near me, I was quite blinded. Once, one of 

the searchlights beamed against me and my car. It was a frightening feeling." 

The cone of light was formed as an endless corridor. Inside the corridor, 

one was not blinded, but became aware of a strong, squared shining light. 
Karl Axelsson was really frightened. He jumped out of the car and ran 

home, telephoning two of his workmates. One of them, Hakan forslund, also 

engaged in UfO studies, said: "When we came up with Karl, the object 

had changed its position and was floating over the Lockne sea. I can 

agree with Karl's description. One of the things I noticed was that the 

searchlight beam from the object was much stronge r than the fogl ight from 

the Lockne factory." 

Our ing the observation time, the object c hanged posit i on 

During one occasion, two small objects left the large r one. 

circled over Grytans range. 

four times. 
One of them 

"We were at most five who obs erved the object at the same time. I know 

others who saw the object, but they don't like to tell anything of the 

story," said Kar 1 Axelsson. from that evening on, there were reports 

of a similar object from about the same location. 

City and country of incident: Various locations, Brazil 
Date of incident: May 19, 1986 

Name of newspaper and date of clip: 0 GLOBO, May 22, 1986 

City and country of newspaper: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

[CREDIT: Robert Pratt - TRANSLATION CREDIT: Wendelle Stevens] 

OZIRES CAME TO fOLLOW THE fLYING DISC 

SAO JOSE DOS CAMPOS, SP -- Some hours after being received by the President 
of the Republic on a mission concerning the interests of Petrobras on 

land and sea, Colonel Ozires Silva still carried out another mission 

almost impossible, which culminated in reasonable developments and a 

flood of curiosity; at 2,000 meters altitude, he piloted a Xingu airplane, 

chasing for 30 minutes three unidentified flying objects. 

Ozires Silva was approaching Sao Jose dos Campos at 21:00 Monday night, 

coming from Brazilia where he had had an audience with President Jose 

Sarney and with the Minister of Aeronautics, Brigadier General Octavia 

Moreira Lima. The pilot of the airplane, Alcir Pereira da Silva, who 

had worked for the enterprise for six years, was in contact with the 

control tower of the local airport and, when he began his approach and 

had descended to 6,000 from 12,000 meters altitude, he was advised that 

[CREDIT: Robert Pratt - TRANSLATION CREDIT: Wendelle Stevens] 

BAf RECORDS 3 UNIDENTifiED OBJECTS IN THE SKIES Of THE COUNTRY 

BRASIL lA - - President Jose Sarney was informed the night of Monday to 

Tuesday by the Integrated Air Defense and Air Traffic Control Center 

of the passage of strange objects in the skies of Brazil. As Supreme 

Commander of the Armed forces, it was up to Sarney to decide if the three 

unidentified flying objects, tracked in the vicinity of Sao Jose dos 

Campos, should be shot down by the f -5E and Mirage I II fighters from 

the Bases of Santa Cruz and Anapolis. 

The deci s ion did not have to be made. The unidentified objects flew 

i n the direction of the paulist seacoast accompanied by one r -5E, which 

broke off pursuit at the 200 mile territorial limit at sea. Asked about 

the affair, President Sarney indicated that he did not take such UfOs 

very seriously. 

"It seems a thing of Antonio Carlos (Magalhaes)," commented the President, 

ironically, with the Minister of Aeronautics, Octavia Julio Moreira Lima, 
some allus ion to the Minister of Communications responsible for the dispatch 

of satellites. 

The first to s e e the unidentified objects was the new president of Petrobras, 

Ozires Silva. Hi s Xingu airplane was making a final approach for landing 

at San Jose dos Campos , when he saw some lights that could interfere 

with air tra ffic in the region. 

The pilot of the Xingu communicated this information to the tower at 

Sao Jose dos Campos, who tracked some things and alerted the Integrated 

Defence Control center in Brasilia. The Defense Center scrambled three 
r -5E fighter s from Santa Cruz, and one of them, at 21:45, located three 

objects by radar. It approache d it to a distance of four miles, and 

saw three lights of green, red and white color, which withdrew in the 

direction of the ocean. 

The instruments aboard suffered interference until 22:15 when the pursuit 

was interrupted by lack of fuel. 

At that instant, other 

the vicinity of Anapolis. 

missiles and Matra 530s, 

unidentified radar contacts were discovered in 

Three Mirage Ill fighters, armed with Sidewinder 

took off in the direction of Alvo and arrived 

to make contact with the unidentified objects by radar. 

nothing was seen visually. 

Nevertheless, 

"for six years, I have served in this sector," said the Chief of Operations 

of the Air Defense Center, Major Ney Antunes Cerquiera, "and I have never 

seen anything 1 ike it. The 1 ast unidentified radar contact we had was 

in 1982." 

The Mini s ter of Aeronautics , More ira Lima, confirmed this. According 

to him, "Dozens of contacts were made in the region between Rio, Sao 

Paulo and Sao Jose dos Campos. One of the r -5Es was chased by 13 objects 
that took positions on the right and left wings of the fighter." 

Moreira Lima, in an informal conversation that evening, referred explicitly 

to "flying discs," and also confirmed the version of the new president 

of Petrobras, Ozires Silva, who first discovered the unidentified objects. 

The Chief of the Ministry of Aeronautics, Brigadier Murillo Santos, also 

confirmed the fact and described the colors of the "12 objects" as "like 

the flag of Italy." 

City and country of incident: Various locations, Brazil 

Oates of incidents: May 21, 22, 1986 

Name of source and date of article: Reuter News Agency, May 23, 1986 

[CREDIT : COU0-1] 

BRAZILIANS REPORT fURTHER UfO SIGHTINGS 

SAO PAULO, Brazil, May 23, Reuter - further sightings of unidentified 

flying objects were reported in Brazil today as an investigation continued 

into the scrambling of fighters Monday to intercept objects that appeared 
on radar screens. 

Brazilian television showed film of a glowing, round object in the sky 

which was alleged to have been taken last night by a freelance cameraman 
near Maringa, in the southern state of Parana. 

On Wednesday afternoon, the Air force base in fortaleza, capital of the 
northeastern state of Ceara, received numerous calls from residents about 

a dark, cigar-shaped object seen in the skies, the Jornal do Brasil said. 

The Air force Ministry has summoned pilots of three r -5s and two Mirage 

jets order_ed ~nto the . air Monday from bases in southern Brazil to report 15 
on the s1.ghllngs, wh1ch lasted for several hours, and disrupted civil 
air traffic. 

(continued on page 16) 



(continued from page 15) 
Col. Ozires Silva, ~~. head of the slate oil coq»any Petrobras, told reportere 
in Rio de Janeiro yesterday he had been piloting a light plane Monday 

night when he was advised by flight controllers of unidentified flying 
objects. 

Ozires, who was preparing to land in Sao Jose dos Caq>os, just outside 
Sao Paulo, turned his plane in the direction indicated by the controllers 
and ssw several bright lights. 

The oil man, who began his remarks to journalists by saying "I am not 
a madman," said that in normal conditions they were the sort of lights 
that could be often seen by pilots. 

But the difference this time was that the lights, which were orange and 
red and moving at a great speed, also appeared on radar, he said. 

Ozires said he had felt reluctant to mention the incident. 

"People who speak about flying saucers are normally not taken very seriously," 
he said. 

"If it were not for the appearance on the radar, which is a concrete fact, 
I would not have had the courage to mention the subject," he said. 

The government's announcement of the incident and its decision to investigate 
were greeted with delight by Brazilian uro specialists. 

"It is an historic happening, because it is the first time any government 

authority has declared itself on such matters," said Carlos Alberto Reis 
fr011 the Sao Paulo Center for Aerospace Phenomena. 

City and country of incident: Various locations, Brazil 
Date of incident: May 19, 1986 
N- of newspaper and date of clip: 0 GLOBO, May 23, 1986 
City and country of newspaper: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

[CREDIT: Robert Pratt - TRANSLATION CREDIT: Wendelle Stevens] 

AERONAUTICS REPORTS ON THE UfOs SEEN IN THE SOUTH 

BRASILIA -- The Ministry of Aeronautics is preparing an a~Jllle report 
on the UfOs detected Tuesday morning by the Integrated Defense Center 
and Air Traffic Control near Sao Jose dos Ca~Jllos. Three objects were 
pursued, without success, by a Xingu aircraft piloted by President of 
Petrobras, Ozires Silva, and 13 others were pursued by f -~ fighters near 
the Serra do Mar. 

There is still no approved hypothesis for the episode. A theseis that 
the objects were electromagnetic phenomena has not been discarded, likewise 
that the objects could be flying discs visiting Earth. The Minister 
of the Superior Military Tribunal, Brigadier General George Relham da 
Motta, remembers that, when still a Major, he observed a similar phenomenon 
in the vicinity of Recife, but had received orders not to conrnent on 
the event: "We don't want to be called lunatics." 

"Please, I am not a lunatic!" This was precisely the good-humored reaction 
of the President of Petrobras, Ozires Silva, to the critical questions 
of the journalists of Rio concerning the three UfOs that he had pursued 
Tuesday morning near Sao Jose dos Campos. At the International Airport 
of Guarulhos, Commandante Ciro Ca~Jllos, of VASP, said that in IS years 

in Civil Aviation, he has never seen a UfO. "Depending on the meteorological 
circumstances, even a star can present different colors and forms," he 
explained. "The difference," reasoned Ozires Silva," is that these objects 
had a positive image on radar." 

The coordinator of the National Association of Ufologists of Brazil, 
Adilson Machado, reported that that organization was certain that the 
objects detected were flying discs. He added that the Vale do Paraiba, 
where Sao Jose dos Ca~Jllos is, exactly where the UfOs appeared, is a region 
which includes geomagnetic anomalies in the South Atlantic, a locale 
where the magnetic field does not behave in a normal way. 

In Bauru, astronomer Newton Eugenio Barreto, of the Astronomical Observatory, 
advised that to the end of the month, celestial bodies can be seen with 
ease in great detail. The Observatory has a Swiss-made telescope with 
a 1,200-power magnification. After word of the existence of UfOs in 
the Vale do Paraiba, the presence of persons interested in observing 
the universe increased substantially, raising interest in astronomy which, 
nevertheless, prefers to omit their opinion on the pursuit of the unidentif­
ied objects by Brazilian pilots on Tuesday night. 

City and country of incident: Various locations, Brazil 
Date of incident: Hay 19, 1986 
N8111e of source and date of article: United Press International, May 24, 1986 

[CREDIT: Robert Pratt] 

Brasilia, Brazil (UPI) - Air force and civilian pilots told a packed Aeronaut­
ics Hinstry hearing room friday how they chased "luminous, flashing lights" 
through the skies in an unprecedented news conference on UfOs. 

It was the first time the Brazilian Air force called a news conference 
to discuss the sighting of unidentified flying objects, known as UfOs. 

During the two-hour conference, straight-faced military pilots occasionally 
broke into laughter along with the audience when they described heavily-armed 
fighter jets chasing "colored ping-pong balls" through the sky. 

Oil Co., when he was flying toward an Air force base 60 miles fra. Sao 
Paulo. 

"~at I saw didn't look like the classic flying discs I have seen on televis­
ion or in magazines," Silva said. "They didn't have the forma of either 

a disc or a plate. llhat I saw were more than a dozen colored, luminous 
points." 

The Air force inrnediately scrantlled two f -5£ fighter jets and three Mirage 
f -103 jets, armed with Sidewinder and Hatra 530 missiles, to "track and 
identify the objects," which appeared as persistent blips on a military 
air base radar. 

A civilian pilot for the state-run Entlraer aircraft-building company also 
was asked to search for the luminous objects. 

"We saw a lUIIlinous point, and tried to approach it but it kept moving 
away from us," said pilot Alcir Pereira da Silva, 37. "Then we saw another 
and tried to pursue it, but it was in~possible." 

Air force Lt. Kleber Caldas Harinho, a 2~-year-old f -5E pilot who has 
been flying for 3+ years, flew up to 33,000 feet at 1,000 mph in chase 
of the luminous spots. 

"One moment, it was green, red and white," he said. "I got to within 
12 miles of it but figured the main idea was to observe it and since I 
was getting low on fuel I didn't try to get any closer and I returned 
to base," Harinho said. 

"I would have to say it was exciting." 

A second pilot, Capt. Marcia Br isolla Jordao, an experienced flyer, resumed 
the pursuit in a second f -SE, pushing to 945 ~Jllh in an SO-minute chase 
after a flashing red light that appeared on his radar screen. 

The Mirage pilots also flew in pursuit, but they said all they saw were 

blips on their radars, saying the unidentified object moved in a zig-zag 
fashion at speeds surpassing 1, 3~0 l'fllh. 

The Air force has appointed a commission to study the case, but has not 
indicated when a report would be issued. Officials refused to say whether 
photographs had been taken of the UfOs, and said they were studying why 
only some of the fighter jets managed to spot the lights. 

Early friday, a private pilot who flew near Brasilia said that he had 
been surrounded and followed by the luminous lights for 460 miles. 

"They looked like ping-pong balls that had their own light, but not like 
a star, which has rays or points," pilot Otto Nogueira said. 

City and country of incident: Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro & Anapolis, Brazil 
Date of incident: Hay 19, 1986 
Names of newspapers and dates of clips: 0 GLOBO - JOURNAL DO BRASIL, May ?, 

1986 
City and country of newspapers: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

[CREDIT: Alberto do Carma - TRANSLATION CREDIT: Robert Pratt] 

To intercept more than 20 UfOs over the skies of Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro 
and Anapolis on Monday night, May 19, the Integrated Center of Air Defense 
and Air Traffic Control sounded the full alarm for attack. Less than 
five minutes later, six fighters, three Mirages from the Anapolis Air 
force Base and three fSs from Santa Cruz Air force Base, chased multi-colored 
lights, according to the recorded reports from the control centers. 

The information is from the Minister of Aeronautics, General of the Air 
Moreira Lima, who informed President Jose Sarney that the Brazilian Air 
force is waiting for a fuller report from the pilots. 

Our ing an interview at the P lanalto Palace (in Brasilia), the minister 
of Aeronautics reported that at about 9 P.M. on Monday, the radar scopes 
in Sao Paulo became saturated with an enormous number of targets characteriz­
ing an invasion of Brazilian air space. Our interceptor bases were warned 
and the fighters took off, the minister said. 

The Mirages flew over Brasilia while the fSs patrolled the air space from 
Sao Paulo to Sao Jose dos Campos and Rio de Janeiro. One of the fS fighters 
was followed by 13 of the objects, seven on one side and six on the other, 

according to the radar controllers. 

According to the Ministry, another pilot had the objects on his own radar 
screen and also saw them as multi-colored balls of light. 

One of the most i~Jllortant witnesses in this event is the president of 
Embraer (the largest airplane manufacturer in the country), Ozires Silva, 
one of the most respected people in Brazil. He was on board a twin-prop 
executive Xingu approaching for a landing near Sao Jose dos Campos. At 

an altitude of 2,000 meters, the plane gave up the landing and chased 
three of the objects for 13 minutes. 

The president of Embraer confirmed his sighting, as did the pilots, who 
were presented to the press last friday at 6 P.M. They reported that, 
at times, instead of chasing the objects, they had been chased. The objects, 
which were green, red and white, flew off toward the Atlantic and left 
the range of the Brazilian radars. 

Other objects were seen in recent days over the states of Parana, Sao 
Paulo and Rio de Janeiro and even a flying cigar over fortaleza. 

"We are just trying to present the whole truth to the press," Ministry [TRANSLATOR'S NOTES: Alberto do Carma said that Ozires Silva, one of 
spokesman Col. Adalberto de Rezende Rocha said. "We have registered a 
phenomenon of luminous, flashing lights and persistent radar screen blips 
that we cannot explain." 

On Thursday, Aeronautics Minister Brig. Octavia Moreira Lima said the 
Air force had sent out five fighter jets to chase "intense green, red 
and white lights moving at between 160 miles per hour and 990 miles per 
hour" through the sky over central Brazil late Monday night. 

The lights, described by airborne witnesses as "colored ping-pong balls," 
were first seen by Ozires Silva, president of the state-run Petrobras 

the country's most respected industrialists, is considered so efficient 
as an executive that he temporarily left Embraer to take over the presidency 
of Petrobras, the government-owned petroleum corporation, which was in 
trouble. He ran both CO~Jllanies. Anapolis is in the state of Goias and 

is about 60 miles southeast of the federal capital of Brasilia. The Santa 
Cruz base is in the state of Rio de Janeiro. Sao Jose dos Ca~JllOS is the 
high-tech center of the nation's military-industrial complex and is just 16 
northeast of Sao Paulo. The states of Parana, Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro 
are on the southeast coast of Brazil, while fortaleza is the capital of 
Ceara on the country's northeast coast.] 
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ANCIENT FIND PROOF 
'PAKEHAS 
BEFORE 

MAORIS' 
A long-lost, local Stonehenge bas 

been discovered in the Far North 
by an Australian naturalist who 
says it proves Europeans lived here 
before the Maoris. 

But Rex Gilroy won't re­
veal exactly where it is. 

"Because, sure as eggs 
vandals will get to It and 
desecrate it before it can 
be protected," be said. 

The outspoken Austra­
lian, whose views have 
been slammed by estab­
lished anthropologiSts, told 
Truth of the Kiwi 
Stonehenge in an exclusive 
interview this week. 

"It's there all right," 
said Gilroy from his Syd-

ner,I~~:!en It and I've got 
the photos in my camera to 
prove it." 

He said the stone circle 
is about 13 metres (about 
40 ft) across and the stones 
are between three and four 
feet tall. 

He said it was probably 
a sundial of some sort. 

Gilroy said it bas been 
proved that a pale-skinned 
race inhabited much of the 
Pacific before the Maori 
came to New Zealand. 

During his just-ended, 
two-week New Zealand 
tour Gilroy said he also 
photographed "Middle 
East-st~e· carvings in the 

BaAg
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1:~t~ould not re­
veal their location for fear 
of vandalism. 

However, be said he 
would post /hotos of the 
carvings an the rock cir­
cle to Truth. 

Among other things 
Gilroy investi~ted on his 

~~!toii~~lu~lJ [fi'~h&t:~~ 

By John Wilson 
Mua of Fiordland ("there 
is a slight chance there 
may be some still there") 
and the Taupo Monster. 

He said he took a photo­
f.raph of somethinth "very 

f~~~e~f t!~e~~:po. e sur· 
"A loca I professor 

claimed it was JUSt a large 
Rainbow Trout," satd 
Gilroy. "But if it was it bas 
~f ~e~eapl~~est fish story 

Reports over the years 
claim a water monster, 

~~~ffrL~;Prrc:~a~~~st~~ 
has been seen in the lake. 

Gilroy has made a life­
long study of animals 

~f1e ~\~i~ear~ri~~~\e 
now has definite proof that 
the famed - but never 
verified - Australian 
panther really exists. 

Gilroy said he will be 
back to New Zealand to 
complete his investigations 
"as soon as I can raise 
enough money - probably 
in about two years." 

His claims that Europe­
ans preceded the Maoris 
have met with angry re­
sponses from Maon lumi­
naries. 

DrNJ>!~~~~utw~IEe~~~~i~ 
man of the Auckland Dis­
trict Maori Council, whose 
attack has been supported 
by leading W_ellingt_on 
archaeologist Jtm 
McKinlay. 

CHRONICLE, Houston, TX- June 1, 1986 CR: J. Buehri ng 

'Fever' could have burned 
image on Shroud of Turin 

TAMPA. Fla . (UPI) - A human phe· 
nomenon known as "post-mortem fe­
ver" could have burned the markings 
of a body on the Shroud of Turin. be­
lieved to have covered the body of Je· 
sus Christ after his crucifixion, an ar· 
cheologist says. 

The process may add credence to 
theories the shroud was used at the 
time of Christ's burial and the scorched 
imprint of a man·s body on the cloth 
was caused by a "burst of energy" at 
the time of Christ's resurrection, 
James Strange of the University of 
South Florida said Friday. 

There have been allegations the im­
age was faked with special photo· 
graphic and laser techniques. 

Strange, an internationally ac­
claimed archeologist , said scientists 
may have found a method of duplicat­
ing scientifically the markings on the 
shroud. 

The key to the discovery. Strange 

said Friday before boarding a plane to 
Israel, lies in the phenomenon known 
as "post-mortem fever." 

"What we found out from morticians 
and pathologists was that fever actu­
ally advances for an hour or two after 
death. instead of just immediately 
dropping off," Strange said. 

In an experiment this spring in Salt 
Lake City, Strange and other scientists 
took a medical mannequin to a first· 
century tomb in Jerusalem. 

"We added enough hot water so that 
the mannequin's temperature at the 
time of burial was 115 degrees," 
Strange said. "We then wrapped the 
mannequin in cloth and added myrhh 
and aloes, a customary practice at the 
time." 

One of the scientists with Strange 
said the "scorching effect" could have 
been a natural biological reaction 
caused by death under stressful cir­
cumstances. 
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Scientists to Check Out 
Odd Thing Off Eureka 

0:: 
u 

.<ic <<>rr c r ( orr ... pondPnl 
\0 
~ Na,·y and go,·crnmcnt sd· 

enlists set .,ail from San Diego 
- ) 'C!-olcrday on a ml-;!>lon that 

"' may st•nd a tiny dl•cp ·dhlng 
Q) !>ubm~trinc to lnspN't a my.sterl· 
§ ous ohjt'l't moon•d In clcep wa­
~ tcr ISU miles off ( 'alifornla's 

north l'oast. 

Perplt>xed marine geolo!llista 
suspt'Ct that the object, discovered 

8 accidE-ntally last f111l when It 
-~ snaggt>d som<' instrumE-nts being 
u tow<>d by a r<'s<>arch ship, is Itself a 
~ paekage of instrurn<'nts But no· 
ct hody knows who put thrm thne, or 

whrn . or why . 

~ Navy official~ ~ay It i ~ not 
theirs. The Sea Cliff. a three-person 

w research mini-submarine from San 
d Diego, Is expected to check to see 
~ whether It is harmless junk. high· 
~ tech Soviet eavesdropping gear or 
:r: 10methlng else. 
u 

POST, Was hingLon, DC 
June 2 , 1986 CR: R. Swiatek 

Return of the Bay Monster 
• Robins have been back for months (and lots 
did not even bother to go away last winter), 
summer is nigh, and so-it's sea monster time. 

Yes, Chessie, the Chesapeake Bay's own ver­

sion of the creature that made a legend of Loch 
Ness, has been reported spotted again, this 
time in a bay tributary on the Eastern Shore. 

It happened May 25. Dr. jack Bishop, a den­
tist of Easton, Md., and a friend, Kenneth Bor­
drie, owner of a furniture store, said they saw 
Chessie before sundown while Bordrie was 
showing his boat to Bishop. They were on a 
dock, and they said the creature was about 
100 yards away in the Tred Avon River. 

It swam in a snakelike fashion, they said, 
then sped off downriver. 

About 30 sightings of Chessie have been 
reported since 1978, and a Kent Island, Md., 
man made a videotape in 1982 purporting to 
show the beast. 

Bishop said the creature had three sections, 
each about 15 feet long and four feet wide. 

- Associated Press 

1 he little sub I~ unlikely to 
rh<'ek the mystery ohj<·ct before 
mid August . In the m<>antlme, sev· 
Pral oth<'r ships will conrtrm Its lo· 
c:~uon with ~onar and photographic 
gt•ar during th<' course of other 
~tudi<>s of the region. 

Tht> ilte, 10.000 feet deep in wa· 
ters west of Eureka. ls a volcano-dot· 
tf'd portion of the southern Gorda 
Hidge railed th<' E."'canaba Trough. 
The canyon run~ roughly north and 
south 100 to 200 miles off!;hore from 
CapE' Mendocino to mld -Or('gon . 

It is being Intensely explored 
for \'aluahle mlneralc;. 

The mysterious mooring waslo­
catt>d ac.:rldt>ntally In September, 
when the Samuel P. Lee, a 200-foot 
research r.hip based In Redwood 
City , "just stoppE-d,'' snagged on 
something, according to Mark 
Holmes, an oc~anographer on the 
vessel , which Is operated by a unit 
of the U.S Geological Survey In 
M<>t.lo Park . When the engine was 
rE-\'ved up and the ship moved 
aht>ad, several of the Instruments 
trailing in the water \1 ere stripped 
from their cable. 

Whm Holmes and srt~ntlst Ja. 
n et Morton "reconstructed the 
rnmc,·· th <' ': condudt•d that their 
cable must· have wrapped around 
another cable moored to the ocean 
Cloor. 

William 1'\ormark, a USGS geol· 
ogi~t In charge of operations in the 
Gorda Rid ge, said in Menlo Park 
y!'Sterday . "I am pretty sure that 
whateH•r It is, it wa~ put tht>re on 
purpoc;r. I don't know any kind of 
lost fishing gear that would act that 
way, and because It tore our equip­
mE-nt right off the cable we know 
it's anchored down pretty solid ." 

Holmes wali among liE>veral 
USGS scientists who le ft San Diego 
ye~t Prday aboard a J";avy tug, the 
1'\ :l rragan!'ett, which will use a 
towl.'d "side-scan '' sonar dPvlce to 
map thE' !;ea floor In several area11, 
inc ludin~ the location of the my!lte­
rlou'l mooring and the Lee's lost 
gear . 

The Lee is to join the liurvey In 
mid-July and accompany the sub· 
marine S<'a l'liff and its tender to 
tht> ~•te. An attempt to Inspect and, 
if necessarv . retrlOVt' the unidenU· 
!.ie4 rnoorhig may come lu mid·AU· 
&J)st. 

STARS & STRIPES, Washington, DC 
May 25, 1986 CR: R. Reid 

At least 100 die, 9,000 iniured 
in violent hailstorm in China 

PEKING (UPI) - A violent hailstorm killed more 
than 100 people and injured at least 9,000 in central Si­
chuan province this week in the worst tempest in 100 
years, officials said Thursday. 

Huge hailstones began pelting southeastern Sichuan 
near the World War II capital of Chongqing at I a.m. 
Tuesday, striking 13 districts and counties in the province, 
the official China Central Television reported. 

More than 100 people were killed and at least 9,000 
injured by the shower of ice, which pounded the cities of 
Yongchuan, Tongchang and Dazu, officials in Cbongqing 
told United Press International. 
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'Foul air' sends 27 to hospital here 
By GARRY WESNER 
Record Staff Writer 

A cloud of unidentified gas that 
spread over an area between the 
400 block of South Delaware 
Avenue and the 1200 block of 
West Alameda Street late 
Wednesday sent '1:1 people - 22 of 
them children - to the hospital. 

All but one of the victims arriv­
ed at Eastern New Mexico 
Medical Center at 9 p.m . com­
plaining of smarting eyes, throat 
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irritation, difficulty in breathing . 
and vomiting. 

Ray Pena of 412 S. Delaware 
Ave. said he reported the gas to 
authorities . He told the Daily 
Record he, his wife, and their 
eight children were "just wat­
ching TV," when they started 
breathing the gas. 

Pena said he was told to take 
the family outside where it was 
thought the air would be clear. 
However, he said, it was worse 
outside. 

While it was uncertain Wednes-

. ·.:I . 

day night what the gas was and 
where it came from, Dr. Larry 
Ydens of the ENMMC Emergen­
cy Room said doctors ruled out 
carbon monoxide poisoning 
through blood tests of the 
victims. 

One victim was 13-year-old 
M.ke Etheredge, son of Peggy 
Etheredge of 104 S. Union Ave., 
who was attending a Scout 
meeting at Central Assembly of 
God Church, 1200 W. Alameda St. 

Etheredge said he and the 
other Scouts went outside to play 
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at about 8:30p.m., but were call­
ed back inside by leaders after 
less than 10 minutes because 
"everyone who came in was 
coughin~ and couldn't see 
stratght.' 

After he arrived home, 
Etheredge said he heard on a 
home police scanner that the vic­
tims were being sent to the 
hospital, "so my mother said get 
me down here." 

Hospital personnel, led by 
Ydens and Nursing Supervisor 
Gail Peyton, started each of the 

victims on pure oxygen as soon 
as he or she arrived, leaving 
some people to sit in wheelchairs 
and three or more children on 
each bed. 

Ydens called for blood gas 
tests to determine if there was 
any danger and ER nurses Tracy 
Zogg and Monica Webb, who 
were joined by nurses hastily 
called from other areas of the 
hospital, began drawing blood 
from the crying children, some 
as young as 2 and 3 years old. 

However, Ydens said, the 
results of the tests did not turn up 
any abnormalities and all '1:1 peo­
ple were released to go home. 

"Everybody looks like they're 
doing just fine," he said, adding 
that he told them to call their 
regular doctor if they feel sick in 
the next few days. 

Two young childr:en about 
whom Ydens said he was con­
cerned were released with the 
rest of the victims, as was a preg­
nant woman doctors were 
monitoring. 

Pena said the smell wasn't 
"like normal gas. It's smelling 
that makes you choke." He 
described the smell as "like a 
powder." 

He added that, "I thought it 
was something inside the 
house ... they <the children) 
~ried all the way over - scream­
·~g and throwing up . A 
mghtmare." 

Etheredge was released to his 
mother and grandmother after 
blood samples were taken and 
oxygen administered. 

Y dens told him to go home and 
sleep, the boy said, adding that 
t~e few minutes of oxygen helped 
hts throat feel better and made 
his breathing easier. 

Ms. Webb expressed her ap­
preciation to the other areas of 
the hospital for their assistance 
while Ydens said three local doc~ 
to~s, Don R. Clark, Jerry z. 
Atnsworth and William G. 
Laikos, responded to the hospital 
from home after hearing of the 
emergency . 

Scientists to Listen 
Harder for Signs of ET 

~ 
PHILADELPHIA- In the 25 yenrs ~ 

that scientists have been listening for ::> 
radio signals from intelligent beings ~­
elsewhere in the universe, they have not ("1' 

picked up good evidence that anybody is § 
out there. Skeptics have taken the fail- -
ure as a strong indication that earthlings R 
are alone. 

But, according to jill Tartar of the 1 

University of California at Berkeley, 2' 
there is still good reason to hope. :J 

Tartar, who works with NASA's ro 
Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence 1'\.l 

program, told last week's meeting of the 
American Association for the Advance- I.D 

ment of Science (AAAS) here that ~ 
searches so far have examined less than 
one ten-millionth of the radio spectrum g 
and the volume in outer space from 
which such signals might come. ::o 

Accordingly, Tartar said, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration is ~ 
in the middle of a five-year program of 1-'· 

research and planning to design the ~ 
largest and most intensive search for ~ 
extraterrestrial intelligence ever under­
taken. Once started, the search would 
last decades. 

She said searches so far have used 
existing radio telescopes to scan briefly 
for signals. The current research pro­
gram, she said, will design and build 
equipment intended to pick out steady 
or regularly pulsing radio signals from 
the background noise of jumbled radio 
signals emitted naturally by stars and 
other objects. 

There is not much time left to carry 
out the search, she said, because earth- 18 
lings are increasing the amount of radio 
noise they generate, threatening soon to 
jam any intelligent signals that may be 
radiating through the galaxy. 
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Yell ow Springs man leads search for Abominable Snowman 

BliiCacciolfi 

By Mark Fisher 
STAFF WRITER 

YELLOW SPRINGS - Bill Cacciolfl and four fel· 
low adventurers spent much of February and March 
In the Himalaya Mountains trekking up steep, narrow 
mountain trails, fjghting.altitude sickness and search­
Ing for evidence of the Abominable Snowman. 

"The whole thing was fun," he said. 
Cacclolfi, 25, a former U.S. Air Force sergeant and 

owner of New World Expeditions in Yellow Springs, 
organized the expedition to Nepal, returning March 
31. He was accompanied by a Fairborn restaurant 
owner, a Columbus physician, a Dayton tax agent and 
a Yellow Springs business owner who each paid 
$4,000 to join the trek. 

The team landed in Kathmandu in late February 

and flew from there to a small air base near Mount 
Everest. Cacciolfl and the others then began a 10-day, 
90-mile trek that took them to Pangboche, a village 
14,000 feet above sea level. 

"We climbed the most physically demanding trails 
that each of us has ever been on. I mean we're talking 
goat trails, with straight drops of 800 to 900 feet­
and I'm afraid of heights," Cacciolfl said. 

The trek took Cacciolfi to within seven miles of 
Mount Everest. 

"It was neat to wake up in the morning when 
everything would be dark except the top of Mount 
Everest, and it would be a glowing pinnacle," he said. 

Tl1e scenery made up for the altitude sickness, 
which Cacciolfi said caused occasional bouts of fa· 
tigue, irritability and loss of appetite. 

One of Cacciolfi's goals for the expedition was to 

search for and document evidence of the Yeti, or 
Abominable Snowman. Cacciolfi said the team re· 
ceived permission from Buddhist religious leaders to 
examine and handle a scalp· and handlike pieces that 
allegedly came from a Yeti and are "ept in 
mon.asteries. 

The team also was introduced to a woman who 
claimed her son was attacked by a Yeti several years 
earlier. She gave Cacciolfi a sample of hair from a 
piece of fur she said her son cut from the Yeti during 
the attack. 

Cacciolfi said he intends to send samples of the 
stiff, brown-black fur to the University of Chicago 
and the Smithsonian Institution for analysis and com­
parison against native animals. 

"(The fur) may be from a yak, or it may be from 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT, Little Rock, AR- May 31, 1986 

some other animal," Cacciolfi said. "The best we can 
hope for is if it comes back 'undetermine<l.' 

"I'm personally skeptical, and everyone on the ex· 
pedition was skeptical. But at least we had something 
to bring back." 

After returning to Kathmandu, Cacciolfi set off on 
a safari through more tropical regions of Nepal. He 
rode on an elephant's back through thick jungles, 
seeing rhinoceroses, monkeys, jungle cats and Asian 
buffaloes. 

Cacciolfi returned about 20 pounds lighter - and 
ready to go back. He already is planning anotbertrek 
to Nepal and one to Africa for later this year. 

Before embarking on the Nepal expedition, Cac­
ciolfi said, "I'm not into doing your average sort of 
travel. I want to do the exciting stuff, the things that 
have never been done before." 

Remains of Noah's ark on slope south of Ararat? 
BY ZEYNEP ALEMDAR 
Associated Press Writer 

ANKARA, Turkey - A mys­
terious boat-shaped formation 
nestled more than a mile up a 
mountain in eastern Turkey 
has drawn attention away from 
the craggy slopes of nearby 
Mount Ararat, where the Bible 
says Noah's ark came to rest. 

Several American explorers 
have said the formation, on a 
mountain 14 miles south of 
Mount Ararat near the Soviet 
border, could be the legendary 
ark and should be dug out. 

Explorers have long 
searched for the ark on the 
high slopes of Mount Ararat, 
Turkey's tallest mountain at 
17,820 feet, where the biblical 
account of the Great Flood 
places it. 

Then in 1957, Turkish air 

c.c> 

force pilots spotted the boat­
shaped formation in Agri prov­
ince while flying overhead. 

The government did not 
pursue the sighting, however. 
The entire area, including 
Mount Ararat, was off limits to 
foreigners because of Soviet 
complaints that explorers in­
cluded U.S. agents who spied 
on Soviet border fortifications. 

When the government lifted 
the ban in 1982, fundamental­
ist Christians and mountain 
climbers rushed to the area. 

In 1984, a team from the Los 
Angeles-based International 
Expeditions visited the area 
near the village of Uzengili, 
where the boat-shaped forma­
tion had been spotted. 

Marvin Steffins, who led the 
expedition, said then that the 
team found the ark. But the 

group did not return to sub­
stantiate the claim. 

Last year another team led 
by Ron Wyatt of Madison, 
Tenn., climbed to the spot, at 
the 6,385-foot level, and made 
an identical claim. 

"The boat is there, it is only 
a matter of digging it up," 
Wyatt told The Associated 
Press at the time. 

David Fasold, a marine sur­
veyor from Stuart, Fla., who 
was with the Wyatt expedition, 
returned this year. He said in 
an interview that he was await­
ing Turkish permission to ex­
cavate the 11,000-square-foot 
area. 

That permission may never 
come. The governor of Agri 
province, where both the boat­
shaped formation and Mount 
Ararat are located, has said 

that only Turks will be allowed 
to excavate the area. 

Gov. Kutlu Aktas said he 
had invited Turkish geologists 
and archaeologists to study the 
formation and, if necessary, 
dig it out to determine the 
truth. 

Fasold says the object is 
shaped like a reed-boat, stern 
up, and is covered with hard­
ened soil. He says it is nestled 
on the side of a hill close to a 
large rock formation. 

Fasold claims that a metal 
detector indicated the pres­
ence of iron at regular 16-inch 
intervals along the object, pos­
sibly showing nails in the boat 

The book of Genesis says 
Noah's ark washed up on the 
mountains of Ararat after the 
great deluge. The Moslem holy 
book, the Koran, says the boat 

came to rest on Judi, a Turkish 
mountain 200 miles southeast 
of Ararat. 

Fasold has another explana­
tion. Ararat means Urartu in 
Assyrian, so the ark could be 
on any mountain in the ancient 
land of Urartu. Judi means 
"high place" in Arabic, so it 
landed high up on a mountain, 
he said. 

Urartu was a civilization 
that flourished 1275-600 B.C. in 
what is now eastern Turkey, 
Soviet Armenia and northwest 
Iran. Urartu's neighbors were 
Assyrians and the Medes. Ar­
menian princedoms took over 
the area after Urartu's de­
cline. 

"As a marine surveyor, the 
first time I saw the formation I 
said to myself, 'that's a 
shipwreck,'" Fasold said. 

He said the formation's 
measurements - 515 feet long 
and 137 feet wide - also corre­
spond roughly to those given in 
the Bible for the ark. 

The Bible says the ark was 
300 cubits long and 50 cubits 
wide. A cubit, an ancient form 
of measurement, is thought to 
have been 18 to 22 inches. That 
would make the ark at least 
450 feet long. 

Meanwhile, more than 50 
Americans have applied for 
permission to climb Mount 
Ararat this year. AmQng them 
is former U.S. astronaut James 
Irwin, who attempted five 
climbs previously. 

Mount Ararat is covered 
with snow and ice nine months 
of the year, and climben 
therefore prefer the summer 
months. 
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Abo!'e, the ancient astronomer. a woodcut from Camille 
Flnmmanon. L'Atmospl1ere Metcorologie Populair, 

1.~81\ R1ght. Sir Fred Hoyle . Picture by DentS Thorpe. 

Comets may govern our health after all. 
Sir Fred Hoyle talks to Andrew Veitch 
about a theory that is beginning to look 
like more than an ancient fantasy. 

If Halley 
gets up 
your nose 
SIR FRED HOYLE, physicist, 
astronomer, and maverick, 
has developed an interest in 
the shop girls of Messrs W. H. 
Smith. He believes they h:~ve 
something in common with 
the shopkeepers of Sienn:~. 
and that both croups may 
hold in common a key to his 
revolutionary theory of infec­
tion - bugs from space. 

The question. quite simply, 
1s why. if coughs amd sneezes 
spread diseases. are the mer­
chants of the crowded Tuscan 
city. and the c:~shiers in our 
crowded Hi,e:h Streets, not 
constantlv ill? 

Are they incredibly brave 
- sticking to their work 
through repeated bouts of 
influenza? Do they have 
incredible antibodi.es? Or 
could it be that the entire 
medical establishment has 
got it wrong - viruses and 
bacteria are not predomi­
nantly spread from person to 
person? Could it be that they 
come from above? 

Until now. e\'eryone who 
was anyone has sni ffed at Sir 
Fred 's theory that organic 
debris from comets could 
have started life on earth, 
dominated evolution, and 
may be responsible for the 
waves of disease which 
sweep the planet. 

But it looks though as Giot­
to may force the medical 
establishment to take him 
seriously. Initial data from 
the spacecrafl's brush with 
H:~lley's Comet are beginning 
to sug~esl that Sir Fred is on 
the nght track. Comets. it 
seems. may indeed bring pes­
tilence and death (and life), 

~~~u:~ci~~\sb!Wc~·~d~he way 
Sir Fred :~nd his colleague 

at Cardiff University, Profes­
sor Chandra Wickrama ­
si nghe. forec:~st correctly that 
the llallev's nucleus would 
be black. -Thev were almost 
certainly right when tht•y 
said that the surface was 
made of an organic com­
pound - a crust of loosely 
s lacked organic particles, as 
Wickramasmghe descnbcs it. 
rather like the bar.k of a tree. 

Rom£ord 
influenza 

Confirmatory data is e xpec ­
ted from the Giotto scientists 
in a fortnight but first reports 
show that the particles which 
hit the spacecrafl as it passed 
through the tail were made 
chiefly of carbon. oxygen, ni­
trogen and hydrogen - they 
were organil' . 

There was also a high con-

centralion of particles that 
are the same size as common 
viruses. 

An unusually jubilant Sir 
Fred said: "They h :~ vc found 
a high concentration of parti­
cles weighing 10 lo the minus 
17 gr01ms. That's just right for 
:1 varus. 'fh('y run from 10 to 
the minus 17g for fool :~ml 
mouth up to 10 to the minus 
15g for a big ch:~p like innu­
enza. They arc the right size 
and :~pparcntly the right com­
position . The only !hang lefl 
lo show is th;al they arc of :1 
biological nature." 

EariiN thi s month :~slrono ­
mers tr acking the comet 
dclccl('d radaati on whach 
could hav e come from 
dessicated bacteria hf.'aled, 
as the particles were, to 
125 C. 

If the bugs arc lurking in 
space. how do they get up the 
human nose'' Sir Fred 
l'Xpl:~ins all in his new book, 
Viruses from Space, writ!Pn 
with Professor Wickrama­
singhe and a Cardiff Gl', Dr 
John W:~tkins . 

The c:~rth is ('mbeddl'd in a 
halo of cv:~porated material 
from the thou~ands of comets 
whizzing round the solar 
system. As our planet passes 
through th!' tail of a comet. 
some of the material pene-

trat('s the atmosphere. !'arti­
cles the size of bacteri:~ may 
take a few \Yeeks to fall 
through the air, particles the 
size of viruses may take 10 
vcars or more to descend. 
Atmospheric conditions 
<~ffccl concentrations and 
rates of des('(•nl. but the end 
point is th e same: :~ son land­
ing on an unsuspecting 
nostri l. 

A batch of rhinovirus on 
Homford will cause a Hom ­
ford Ou o·pHlo·mie. This is 
what he calh \'l' rtacal trans ­
massion. lie argues that for 
the short-li,·cd viru ses it is 
much m(lrc irnporl:~nl than 
horizon!:~! <person -to-person) 
transmission . 

~lorl' sf'rious. !on~: - li\• ed 
,·iruses lake sm:-~llpox <JIId 
now the Aids virus IITI.V Ill , 
originated from !;pace then 
spread from p1·rson to person 
- sm:~llpox could keep go,ing 
for 200-:lOO years once it had 
arrived . If ·he is nghl, Aids 
began in a show1·r of organio· 
material on ccniral Afric<J 10 
years ago. 

In general . things th a t pro­
duce viracmias arc able to 
jump from person to ~rson, 
but upper rewi ratory tract 
infections don ' t - the 
observed waves of 'flu arc 
due to vertical transmission. 

An abominable saga unfolds 
by Peter Gilman 

YETI FEVER is ~preading 
among the mountaineering 
fraternity again . Clambers 
ret ummg from the Hamala.vas, 
and others prepanng to depart, 
arc oncl' more tall..ing about the 
half-human, half- bea~t which 
~upposedly inhabits the l..ing­
dom of the snows. 

Tony Wooldridge, just back 
from the Garwhal Himalayas, 
says be found "yeti-like 
tracl..s", the size of human foot­
prints, at 13,500 ft. Chris 
Bonington. veteran of five Ever· 
est expedations who rs planning 
to climb m the Menlungtse 
reg10n, where several tracks 
have been found, says: "I take 
the yeti seriously. I think there 
is something there." 

But is there any scientific 
basis for such beliefs? A contro­
versy currently preoccupyint 
the climbing world suggests 
that the crucial evidence may 
be more fragile than most 
people suspect-and may even 
be a hoax. The surviving key 
witness, whom we contacted 
last week, demes that. 

The yeti acquired its greatest 
credibility from an episode dur­
ing the Everel>t reconnaissance 
expedition of 1951. (The trium· 
phal first a~cent by Hillary and 
Tcntang followed two year~ 
later) . While negotiatmg the 
Menlung glacier. the mountain­
eer Eric Shipton took two 
photographs, widely reproduced 
smce. 

On(' showed a line of tracks 
heading across the snow, wath 
Shapton's partner, the young 
climbing doctor, Make Ward, 
r.tanding besadc them. 

The second showed a close-up 
of a sin~:le gaant footprint, wrth 
a curaous array of toes: two 
large ones on t'he right , a gap, 
and three smaller ones on the 
left . Measured against Ward's 
ice-axe. at was 13 inches by 
ergbt-the size of a gonlla's 
foot, or a large bear's. 

Since no known creature 
could have made such tracks, 
Shipton's pictures attracted 
wide publicity. They were pub­
lished in the Times under the 
heading "Footprints of the 
Abominable Snowman" and 
were exhibited at the Natural 
History Museum. 

They also spawned a new 
science, cryptozoology. One 
authority, Professor Bernard 
Heuvelmans, produced imagina­
tive drawings of the Shipton 
yeti: a cross between a bear and 
an ape, which used its two big 
toes to grip steep rock. 

Sightings of footprints have 
followed thick and fast ever 
since. Many were almost cer· 
tainly made by more mundane 
creatures-monkeys or snow 
leopards. But nobody has yet 
explained the Shipton footprint 
in conventional terms. 

From time to time, however, 
there have been whispers that 
the crucial Shipton footprint 
maght not be all it seemed. An 
early sceptic was Sir Edmund 

Hillary; he suggested that it 
may have been "enhanced". 
Then the biolo~:ist Professor 
John Napier declared he could 
not imagine what kind of beast 
could have made the print, 
since the ball of its foot 
appeared concave instead of 
convex. 

Most recentlv. the moun­
taineering historian Audrey 
Salkeld, a Fellow of the Roval 
Geographical Society, has gone 
further. Wnting in "Mountain" 
milgazine. she suggests that the 
crucial tootprint may hilve been 
"cooked"-witb its toes added, 
perhaps, by Shrpton's knuckles. 
Mrs Sillkeld believes that it 
may have been an example of 
Shipton's well-known "puckish 
sense of humour", and cites two 
previous examples. 

Further doubts arise from the 
curious "''ay Shipton changed 
his story. At first he implied 
that his two key photographs­
the trail in the snow and the 
footprint with the toes-were 
taken from the same set of 
tracks. 

But when Professor Napier 
pointed out there were dis· 
crepancies between them, 
Shipton apparently clarified the 
matter: they were not made by 
the same creature after all, but 
represented two sets of tracks 
found close to each other. 

Since Shipton died in 1977, 
the best witness to events on 
the Menlunc glacier is his 
partner, Dr Mike Ward, now a 
consultant at a London hospital. 

Dr Ward is emphatic that the 
crucial footprint "was not a 
hoax." Yet in some ways his 
comments deepen the mystery. 

Dr Ward says that he ha~ 
always tried to make it clear 
that there were two sets of 
tracks. Yet in his autobio· 
graphy, published in 1972, he, 
too, referred to only one set. 
Last week Dr Ward provided 
new information about the 
second set of tracks. He Silid 
they fonned part of a trail, 50 
yards from the first set, which 
be and Shipton had followed for 
··about a quarter of a mile-and 
it continued on down." 

Why then did Shipton photo· 
graph only a single footprint of 
the second trail? "He was not 
very scientifically minded," Dr 
Ward said. 

Dr Ward believes that, 
whereas the first set of prints 
may have been made by a sheep 
or goat, he ~s "no idea" w~t 
caused the &econd. 

Professor Napier now 
expresses a more forthright 
view than hitherto. " I never 
believed that footprint," he 
says. "It's so phoney." 

Audrey Salkeld guesses that 
it was a joke that went too far. 
Chris Bonington, meanwhile, is 
keeping an open mind. But, if 
he does find a yeti around 
.Menlungtse, he will be stro01ly 
tempted to keep the news to 
himself. " If the yeti has 
survived all this time, you hope 
it can 10 on survivinc," he says. 

Much better, he adds, to leave 
it in peace. 

How does the comet:~ry ·nu 
virus gel up the nose'! Cer­
tainly not in rain becau se the 
droplets drip off the nose -
"possibly the reason for the 
possession of a nose," s:~ys 
Sir Fred. Hather the hug 
arri,·cs in wall'r \'apour al'tcr 
tlw rain has l'nded . Droplets 
l'Vaporatl' in front of your 
face and are inhaled. It is 
misty, d:~mp weather th:~t is 
mos t d:-~ngc rous. 

The hUllS might also arrive 
on meteorites. IJ:~ta is diffi­
cu lt to come by becau se most 
resea rch on objects entering 
the upper ;~tmosphcrc is con ­
trollPd by the milatary, hut 
reports bst year suggPsted 
thnt bodaes the size of a foot ­
ball can ;,rrive rPgul;,rly, he 
says- p1·rlaaps 2.0UO of tlwrn 
a year . Some might slow 
down cnPugh to rc;,ch the 
earth intact. "A body the sazl' 
of a football Iandi ng on ea rth 
would carry a tremendous 
:~mount of varus." 

l'eraodic injections of hugs 
from space arc the only ex ­
planation for the pcnodic 
outbreaks of 'flu, savs Sir 
Fred. "According to medieval 
lore, diseases come from 
comets and according to our 
view this is true. but only in a 
broad sense. We cannot main ­
tain the dramatic posation 
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that ferocious new dise;~ ses 
come from spectacular 
comets, because for every 
spectacular comet there ;ue 
almost certainly very many 
smaller ones." 

Collectively, more m:~terial 
may descend on the earth 
fro;n sever:~! small comets, 
and we would receive more 
material from crossing almost 
precisely lhe track of one 
small co met than from pass­
ing II:~Iley at a di st:~nce . 

Ferocious 
diseases 

Because of the time illakl's 
for th e particles to drift to 
e:~rth. we arc unlakely to feel 
the effpcts of Jl allcy fur ~omc 
years yet. Any immediate out ­
break - whach in ccntunes 
past would have been associ­
ated with llall('y - would be 
clue to a close encounter wath 
another comet several ye:~rs 
ago. 

Si r Fred b:~cks up his 
theorv with dPt:~ilPd data on 
outbreaks of '11 u at Eton . liar­
row. and some 300 other 
public school hoardwg 
houses. But if he is to con­
vince the medics, he'l l need a 
mass of epidemiological 
('Vidence of vertical 
transmissiOn. 

Hence the Sienna /W. 11 . 
Smith project. He explaa ned : 
" My wife and I were in 
Sienna la st November. The 
walled street~ and the tin v 
shops we re c r owded with 
p('ople from all over the 
world - it was an id ea l 
mixing pot for v1ruscs. The 
shopkPepcrs would be very 
inleresta ng people to look at. 
Either thf.'y are ill all the 
time. winch they arc obvaous­
ly not, or they must have 
incredible :~nlabodaes. or the 

};~~~ ~~1 ~~~ ~~~{h~~an sferred 
" I was there for a medical 

conference. I tri ed to per­
suade the Italian doctors to 
t es t lh l'se people 's anti­
bodies. 13ul they didn 't r eally 
believe me. If I were a 
medical doctor here I'd loo k 
at the antibodies of the c:~sh ­
icrs in W. II . Smiths. Thl'y are 
talking to hundreds of cus­
tomers every day. That work 
could be done very quackly. " 

Vimses from Space . by Si r 
Fred Hoyle. l'rofessor Chaudra 
Wickmmasmghe, and Dr John 
Watkins, Universzty College, 
Cardiff, Press, price £5.95. 

Fred Hoyle and Chandn 
Wickramasingbe expand their 
theory in Futures on Friday. 
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