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~ Aliens on Earth Weird -sounding UFO seen by 2 
~ "for selfish purpose" 

By Jean Kowalski 

Two people 'Said they watched an object "making 
weird sounds" cruise over Simi Valley earlier this 

~ week. 
~ Andy Anderson of Simi Valley said the object was 

humming noise and saw the object. "I looked up and all 
I could see was these lights. They were red and white 
lights," he said. At one point., he said, the lights on one 
side started blinking. 

Aliens from another solar 
~ system are on Earth, possibly 

living underground somewhere 
.~.. in New Mexico. They are 
> abducting humans for genetic 
~ research, and the governments 
~ of the world know something 

about it. 
;i "I put credence into reports 
tn that the aliens are up to 

~ 
something~ and it's no good," 
Leonard Stringfield, an author 
and investigator of unidentified 
flying objects, said. • • Aliens are 
here for a definite purpose and 
a selfish purpose. " 

Stringfield spoke to about 70 
people April 27 at the Milford 
Branch Library about the 
hi~ry of UFO sightin~s, the 
eVldence that extraterrestrial 
beings are abducting humans 
for experiments, and the U.S. 
government ' s involvement in 
investigating and covering up 
the alien presence. 

In the past 40 years, 
Stringfield said, he has come 
across information from various 
reliable sources-police offi­
·cers, engineers, government 
and military officials, pilots and 
weather forecasters- convinc­
ing him that aliens of several 
different races have landed . on 
Earth , sometimes in large 
concentrations . 

'• And it seems that the little 
aliens are misbehaving," he 
said, • 'because I've suddenly 
been inundated again with 
sightings. '' 

Late last fall, Stringfield 
said, "there was so much going 
on it was unbelieveable." 

Leonard Stringfield 

Sightings of low-level, huge 
objects were reported nightly in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains, as 
well as areas of Kentucky, 
Arkansas, and western Pennsy­
vania. Stringfield said he has 
heard from various souces that 
government officials from 
several nations are meeting or 
soon will meet, under tight 
security, to discuss the aliens 
presence on earth. Also, 
delegations from Australia, the 
Soviet Union, and China have 
visited the Blue Room at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base in Fairborn, one of the 
reputed headquarters for the 
U.S. government's UFO aDd 
alien research. 

Jil ex> "rectangular, with one light on each corner. It was big­
::> ~ ger than an airplane and wider.'' 

Five people came out of the house and also sa-.· the 
UFO, Anderson said. "We ran out into ·the street and 
watched for about three minutes;" he said. ·a ~ Anderson, 18, and his friend, Frank Mulholland, 20, 

::i .. were working on a car in the back yard of Mulholland's 
C:n ~ sister's house at Pacific Avenue and Fourth Street 

.. ~ when they heard a loud ~oise and saw the object, flying 
rz:l .1'13 southeast about 300 feet high. 

The object cruised out toward the San Fernando 
Valley, said Anderson, who estimates it was over Los 
Angeles A venue and First Street when he first spotted 
it. 

til ~ "It sounded like a low hum. The sound was nothing 

I like a jet or a propeller,' ' Anderson said. 
According to Mulholland, the object was "big and 

dark." 
Anderson said he was sure the craft, which they spot­

ted at about 10 p.m. Tuesday, wasn't some kind of 
plane. "It was too big and going too slow. There's no 
way a jet could do that. 

"I don't know what it was. It was making some weird 
sounds," he said. He saw a similar object fly over the 
Si.nii Valley Freeway a few years ago. 

The Simi Valley P.alice Department said that no calls 
about UFO sightings had been reported Tuesday night. "If a jet was flying that low, the sonic boom would 

blast your ears off,'' he said. 
Mulholland, who lives in Moorpark, said he heard a 

When he saw the object Tuesday night, Anderson 
said: "I just stared at it the wholetime." 

~ Weber calls on Reagan to acknowledge UFOs 
8 ~ By H-T Starr dent Reagan to consider the fol- our planet for many years." 
~ i The president of. the Chippewa lo~ing suggesti~m: Corporation officials have stated 

! Falls-based UFO S1te Center has 'That you Will appear before the that they believe humans must pro­
~ sen~ a letter to ~ident Reagan American public, which has twice ~ide a landing site, and an invita­
•. asking ~t the president go before elected you as their president, and uon, tx:fore contact will be made. 

·::1 e) the Am~nc~ people. and te!l them make a full and open statement that In h1s letter, Weber said he had 
0 th~t urudenufied flymg object do UFOs are real. Also, that all docu- no problem acknowledging that he 

.. 00 exiSt. . ments previously classified will be voted for Reagan becau se he 

~ 
~ ~om Webe~, a Ch1ppewa Falls decla~sified and made ~vailable to believed that "when the ch ips arc 
~ busmessma~ IS. the h~d o.f a n~m- the Sue Center CorporatiOn and the down, you would take the right and 

.. profi~ orga.ru!-8uon wh1ch 1s trymg public in general." proper action" and that making t.hc 
~ to· raiSe rn1ll1ons of ~ollars. to con- According to Site Center officers, announcement of UFO authenticity 

struct a UFO landing sue near their goal is to build a landing site is the "right and proper action ." 

I ~ Elmwood. . "leading to contact, dialogue an<L The organization has opened ah 
Elmwood h~ . bee~ the locabon ultimately, a full association and office in Chippewa Falls and is 

of manr UFO Slbngs m the past. . relationship with advanced civiliza- soliciting donations towards the 
In h1s letter, Weber asks Pres1- tion(s) who have been observing construction of a UFO landing pad. 

"We are at a serious phase 
concerning the UFO', if what 
I've been hearing is not 
disinformation,'' Stringfield 
said. ''You will soon hear of 
some news, and it will be 
UFO-related.'' 

Stories about the under­
ground installations and experi­
mentation on humans have 
"gotten out of hand over the 
past year,'' Stringfield said, 
helped along by several books 
published on the subject. 
People have reported being 
abducted by aliens, and that 
they have been ~reated; 
probes have been inserts in 
various parts -of their bodies, 
and chips of some sort have 
been placed into their brains. 

''I believe they are here for 
scientific curiosity, '' Stringfield 
said. ''They know what they are 
doing, and they are taking 
advantage of the human being. 
They are not ·here to take us 
over, but to merge with us and 
use us until they reach their 
goal." 

The reason for the inter­
national meetings about the 
aliens may be to devise a 
countermeasure, he said, to 
thwart the aliens' purposes. Or, 
he said, they may be to meet 
with the aliens themselves. 

Stringfield said he has heard 
reports about government 
officials meeting with aliens in 
the U.S. deserts; he also has 
heard of an agreement between 
the aliens and the world 
governments made in the 1960s 
where the aliens agreed to 
share some technological in-

formation in exchange for 
permission to perform limited 
experimentation on humans. 

"Then they learned (the 
aliens) had been deceitful, had 
reneged on the deal,'' 
Stringfield said. ''This may be 
another reason for the meet­
ings. 

''There has to be a reason for 
the maximum security,'' he 
said. ''That is a fact. ''If there 
was something nice happening, 
we would have been told a long 
time ago." 

Sightings of unidentified 
flying objects- began in earnest 
after World War II; String­
field said. Large numbers of 
''flying saucers' sightings were 
common in the early 1950s, he 
said, especially in 1952. Larger 
numbers of UFOs were seen in 
1973. 

Stringfield had become in­
terested in UFOs after seeing 
three of them during World 
war n, and began research­
ing them in 1950. He began an 
informational newsletter called 
Round Robin, in which those 
who had seen UFOs shared 
their experiences with other 
subscribers. When a radio 
reporter read the newsletter 
over the air one day, it took only 
three days for the local post 
office to become swamped with 
letters. 

"That showed to me the 
interest of the public," 
Stringfield said. ''That was just 
the beginning.'' 

After his research, published 
in several books, caught the 
.attention of the U.S. Air Force, 

he was asked-to ·cooperate .with 
the military for three years. He 
shared information with the Air 
Force, and it shared informa­
tion with him. 

''No great secrets were 
disclosed," Stringfield said, 
"But I could tell how serious 
the goveriunent was about 
UFO'." His cooperation 'also 
was used as a test, he said, to 
gauge the public's reaction to 
UFO'., because after awhile his 
sources dried up. 

''I wondered why I was 
getting . information from key 
people," he said. An incident 
where, after giving a talk about 
the alien bodies allegedly house 
at Wright-Patterson, he was 
taken by police to his hotel 
room and was told his life was 
in danger was . the govern­
ment's way of "scaring me off a 
subject that was becoming just 
a little too sensitive. " 

The U.S. government 'has 
withheld information from the 
public about UFOs since the 
early 1950s, when the Air Force 
formed the Robertson Panel, a 
group of govenunent and 
military officials, which 
• 'gathered secret information 
so sensational that the public 
should not know about it," 
Stringfield said. To deflect the 
public's interest from UFOs, 
the government began Oper­
ation Blue Book, a project 
which encouraged people to 
inform the government about 
their sightings. 

Operation Blue Book was a 
"public relations thing," 
Stringfield said, and the 

government ''played up UFO 
sightings as a big joke. Anyone 
who saw anything was drunk or 
a psychopath. " 

The real UFO investigation 
was called MJ-12, and the 
government "used every stra­
tegic ruse in the book to steer 
information from the public," 
Stringfield said. 

Information held back by the 
government, he said, includes a 
description of a common alien 
race visiting Earth: a four-foot , 
three-inch humanoid with a 
large, pear-shaped, hairless 
head; recessed, slanted eyes 
with no eyelids; a slit for a 
mouth, without lips or teeth; 
mobile, gray skin; oversized 
.arms and short, thin legs.. 

''Twenty-nine first-hand wit­
nesses said they had seen crafts 
or bodies in government 
custody, and all are analogous 
to one another," Stringfield 
said. "Where there's smoke, 
there's fire, and boy was there 
a lot of smoke." 

Theories about why the 
aliens are on Earth, performing 
their alleged research, are 
varied, Stringfield said. One 
planet's in habitants may have 
''seeded'' Earth thousands of 
years ago. Their planet may be 
similar to Earth and may be 
dying, or its sun may be dying. 

"We may find we're on a lost 
race, or a failed experiment, " 
Stringfield said. "There 's no 
way to back any of this up. You 
just take the information you 
get and try to draw a 
conclusion, always being mind­
ful of disinformation. " 
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Date with UFOria 
The UFO Experience Conference 
plays to a captive audience 
by Don Steinberg 

J Jy ou ~aven't lived until 
you ve been un­
dressed by an alien," 

the earnest park ranger from 
Ohio told his audience. 

The extra-terrestrials who ab­
ducted him, he continued, had 
only three fingers on each hand 
and no opposable thumbs, so 
they had a heck of a time trying 
to unbutton his shirt on the night 
they took him. "They almost had 
to un-hypnotize me," he recalled . 

· In most places, a story like this 
would be considered weird. It 
might even be twisted enough to 
get you drummed out of Ohio. 
But at last month's first -ever UFO 
Experience Conference, in 
Waltham, after a string of 
authors, investigators, and ab­
ductees had spent a day and a 
half describing UFO incidents of 
all varieties, the park ranger's 
mindbending tale seemed pretty 
old hat. In fact, at this question­
and-answer panel session that 
concluded the UFO conference, it 
was hard to think of any prop­
osition that could have sounded 1 

too strange or unbelievable. 
"Is there any way to flght off 

an attempted alien abduction?" 
came the next query from the 
floor. 

Nearly 300 people had packed 
themselves into Waltham's Best 
Western motel to ask such im­
ponderable questions and hear 
about the latest findings in UFO 
research . The sellout crowd in­
cluded spectators who believed 
that they, too, had either wit­
nessed UFOs or had suffered the 
indignity of being abducted by 
things from outer space. Others 
paid the conference's $75 ad­
mission fee to feed their intellec­
tual curiosity - some to test the 
stories against their skepticism, 
some to reconcile the UFOs with 
beliefs in New Age crystals, old­
time religion, or other hard -to­
explain phenomena in our world. 

The speaker line-up boasted 
some of the big names in 
UFOdom: Budd Hopkins, whose 
new paperback book, Intruders, 
is soon to be a major motion 
picture; Ray Fowler, who's work­
ing on his third book about Betty 
Andreasson, a local woman fre­
quently abducted by aliens; 
David Webb, a solar physicist 

whose computer database called 
HumCat (for humanoid cata­
logue) has detailed nearly 2300 
UFO sightings and incidents. Al­
so on hand as speakers were peo­
ple who claimed to have been ab­
ducted personally by aliens. 

Years ago, it would have been 
exciting enough if they featured 
speakers who had claimed to 
have seen UFOs. But sightings 
are pretty routine these days. Just 
weeks before the conference, 
three women were checking out a 
new condo in Pembroke when 
they saw a banana-shaped UFO, 
according to Hopkins. Another 
banana-shaped UFO? Big deal. 
Add it to the file. 

No, the real news these days is 
abductions. Abductees at the con­
ference told of being startled 
awake at night by diminutive 
creatures with light-bulb-shaped 
heads, then rendered motionless 
and transported inside beams of 
light i11to hovering spacecrafts, 
where their captors conducted 
batteries of medical examina­
tions. 

Fowler played a tape in which 
a hypnotized Betty Andreasson 

re-created the thoughts that had 
crossed her mind while aliens 
were inserting needles up her 
nose, submerging her in oddly 
shaped vats of liquid, and per­
forming other medical tests we 
haven't even yet invented on 
Earth. She described in detail the 
rooms she had been led into, the 
equipment used for the tests, and 
the aliens who had escorted her 
(one was named Quazgaa). 

Hopkins came armed with a 
tape-recorded interview with a 
hypnotized man who at one 
moment was playfully referring 
to the aliens in his backyard as 
"the little guys" - and the next 
was crying desperately, "No, not 
again! Leave me alone!" (In­
vestigators often use hypnosis to 
help subjects remember 
repressed incidents.) 

Marianne Shenefield, accom­
panied by sociologist Patricia 
Sable, told of how a childhood 
abduction by aliens has left her 
blind but also clairvoyant, so she 
can still see where she's going but 
not with her eyes. 

Like it or not, abductions have 
completely changed the ground 
rules of believing or not believing 
in UFOs. Before abduction re­
ports started, skeptics had at least 
been able to give UFO witnesses 
a friendly benefit of the doubt. 
After all , most UFOs have been 
explained by scientists as 
weather balloons, meteors, or 
other such phenomena, so skep­
tics could dismiss the claims of 
UFO witnesses - but still be 
polite - by saying "perhaps 
they were mistaken." 

But there's no simple or polite 
way to confront the UFO issue as 
it is presented by abductees. 
There's no experience on earth 
that they possibly could have 
mistaken for an alien abduction, 
not even going into the Penalty 
Box lounge on Causeway Street. 
These people, all of them serious 
about their claims, either are 
purposely pulling our legs, are 
seriously deluded and have men­
tal problems, or are telling the 
truth . Any of these possibilities 
make them kind of difficult to 
chum up with. 

Some of the stories abductees 
had to tell at the conference were 
indeed enough to make one 
dismiss the whole UFO thing as 
some elaborate advertising gim­
mick. When Sable claimed that 
abductee Shenefield can tele­
pathically diagnose medical 
problems and move chandeliers, 
even the crowd's most diehard 
believers made faces, especially 
after Shenefield said she couldn't 
move a chandelier right there and 
then because she was taking 
allergy medicine. 

Surprisingly, most of those 
who described UFO abduction 
cases seemed like honest, level­
headed men and women. Speak­
erS who theorized that alien 
civilizations may have created 
the human race could have 
passed for your high-school prin­
cipal. Even most of the claimed 
abductees seemed like fine, up­
standing folks, whose lives had 
been almost embarrassingly in­
terrupted by this bizarre ex­
perience. 

"It's very difficult to be as­
sociated with this subtect," said 
one abductee, who asked not to 
be identified. "We wish we 
weren't. It challenges every 
ounce of credibility and sanity 
you have." 

Psychologists and UFOlogists 
point out that, whatever they 
have gone through, most claimed 
abductees have indeed had some 
kind of traumatic experience. 
Diana DeSimone, a UFO re­
searcher from Newton who 
spoke at the conference, said 
studies have shown many alien­
abduction subjects to be suffering 
from post-traumatic-stress syn­
drome, the same as if they had 
experienced some early child­
hood trauma. 

"These people deserve a sym­
pathetic hearing," added author 
Fowler. "We shouldn't laugh at 
them." 

To Webb and other scientists, 

the best way to give the UFO 
phenomenon its fairest appraisal 
is through a systematized 

. analysis of data on reported 
incidents. UFOlogists feel 
particularly scientific when dis­
cernible patterns. emerge from 
among the many bizarre UFO 
reports they hear, and many 
reports of alien encounters do 
contain strikingly similar ele­
ments, according to Webb. One 
strong pattern, he told conference 
participants, is the description of 
the typical alien: about four feet 
tall, with an over-sized, light­
bulb-like head, catlike eyes, 
small slits for a nose, and tiny, if 
any, ears. A grayish, leathery skin 
covers an anorexic physique, 
with slightly longer arms than 
you'd expect on somebody so 
short. 

Taken together, similar details 
in reports from different people 
might indicate that the same 
outer-space beings are repeatedly 
bothering us. Of course, those 
same patterns can be damning, 
researchers admit. It could just be 
that everyone watched the same 
Twilight Zone episode. 

Another consistent theme in 
abduction cases, one that even 
researchers are hesitant to talk 
about, is that of medical ex­
perimentation by aliens. Nearly 
all of the abduction cases describ­
ed at the UFO Experience Con­
ference contained such referen­
ces. 

Slides were shown of small, 
unexplained scars on the skin of 
abductees, so-called "scoop 
marks" that seem to indicate 
samples had been taken. Whitley 
Streiber's bestselling book Com­
munion begins with a horrifying 
account of how aliens stripped 
him naked, transported him up to 
their hovering spacecraft, and 
probed nearly every opening 
they could find in his body. 

UFO investigators believe it's 
possible that some women are 
being abducted at an early age 
and having devices implanted 
within their reproductive organs 
for ongoing monitoring by .Stftls. 
Some researchers also Ldl•ve 
aliens may be engaged in breed­
ing experiments, taking some 
sperm here, some ova there, and 
seeing what they can cook up. 

Aliens have even let some 
captives in on their ultimate 
plans, according to investigators, 
though in this regard researchers 
seem to know much more than 
they're telling the public. 

"Why they are letting us know 
what they're doing is beyond me, 
because it's not very nice," says 
Fowler mysteriously. 

All the probing and testing, 
Fowler hinted, does seem to 
indicate that aliens are not here to 
be our pals, to stop by and say 
hello and borrow a couple of our 
planet's best novels. And this was 
perhaps the hardest of all ideas 
for attendees at the conference to 
accept - the notion that aliens 
might perceive us not as intellec­
tual equals but as subjects for 
genetic testing. 

"People ask, 'Why don't they 
land on the White House lawn 
and talk to the president?'" says 
Fowler. "The fact is, we may be 
dealing with a civilization that's 
been around for a billion years 
longer than we have. Maybe they 
don't care about who's our presi­
dent." 

Of course, in the final analysis, 
to believe or not to believe in 
UFOs does not necessarily need 
to be the question. After all, there 
have been only about 300 alien­
abduction cases documented 
overall. The pragmatic view says 
there a1e a whole lot of more 
important things to worry about. 
Maybe an alien civilization did 
create the human race with a 
space-age chemistry set 50 
million years ago. Maybe they are 
periodically stopping by in space­
ships to check up on our prog­
ress. That's not going to get me 
out of work on Monday morn­
ing. With or without aliens, life 
goes on. 

But it still is nice to know that 
someone'$ paying attention. 0 

2 
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Parallel Polaroid photos of UFO taken Thursday nilht at Shoreline Park South. Inset at center is an enlar1ement 
of UFO in left photo. 

UFO Photographed Again! 
BY DUANE COOK 

This week's UFO update begins 
with a personal account of my 
second near-sighting last Thurs· 
day night and concludes with the 
testimony of a Wednesday evening 
sighting of what we are now calling 
"The Mother Ship," by two local 
residents, one of whom is a Marine 
Patrol officer 

The story behind the photo­
graphs shown above began Thurs­
day afternoon at the Sentinel 
office. Ed and his wife had stopped 
in to visit and talk with wit;1esses to 
Wednesday night's sighting. 
Before he left, Ed shared with Dari 
and I privately that he was "hear­
ing" the UFO. We, of course, 
became excited at the prospect of 
being present when it showed itself 
again. So that evening we called Ed 
to see if he was going to Shoreline 
Park to try out the new "stereo" 
camera arrangement he had built 
for the purpose. (Dr. Bruce Macca· 
bee had asked Ed to mount two 
Polaroid cameras 2 feet apart so 
they were parallel , this giving a 
stereo-scopic effect when fired 
simultaneously). 

Ed was at first reluctant but sa id, 
if he could talk his wife into it, they 

would go down about 8 o' clock . 
When we arrived about 8:30, 

they were already there with the 
cameras set up by a picnic table in 
the bushes south of the west park· 
ing lot. It was a chilly night with a 
steady wind off the sound , so Ed 
had propped up a 4x8 sheet of ply­
wood against the table to create a 
wind break for us to sit beh ind 
while we waited and watched. 

Ed told us he had called Peter 
and Phyllis Newman, and Brenda 
and Buddy Pollak, in case they 
wanted to come watch also. 

When Peter arrived Ed asked 
him to open two new packs of film , 
and witness as they were loaded 
into the cameras. 

A few moments later Buddy 
arrived and joined the vig il. 

After a while, a couple of men 
who had been watch ing from out 
on the pier, gave in to their curios­
ity ana came over to see what we 
were doing. Buddy intercepted 
them, visited awhile, then came 
back and said it was his old friend 
Carlos Hill. Carlos had been to 
Shorel ine Park a lot lately with his 
video camera in hopes of catching 
a shot of the UFO. 

Meanwhile, it was getting close 

to 10 pm and Ed confided to the 
group that he hadn't "heard" the 
buzz for about an hour, at which 
time I suggested that maybe he 
needed to be alone, considering 
the UFO's tendency to be shy 
around groups of people. 

While the Newmans went home, 
Dari and I just went as far as the 
new recreation center parking lot, 
then returned, to Shoreline Park 
South with our lights out so we 
wouldn't be seen returning. We saw 
that Buddy had returned also and 
was at the east end of the park with 
Carlos, and Reggie White. 

Seconds after we stopped we 
saw the flash of Ed's cameras and 
thought he was just taking another 
test shot. A moment later Ed 
emerged from the brush with a 
photo in each hand. When he saw 
us he motioned for us to come see 
them in the headlights of his 
truck ... two parallel photos of the 
same UFO he's been shooting 
since November 11th. Buddy, Car­
los, and Reggie also saw the flash 
·through the trees and came over to 
see the photos. 

They didn't see the craft but 
examination of the photos showed 

UFO Sightings Continue 
BY FRAN THOMPSON 

A Soundside resident, who like 
many others saw what she believed 
to be Gulf Breeze's own UFO last 
Wednesday evening, says wierd 
things have been happening out 
over the body of water her house 
sits on ever since her fam ily moved 
mto the sub-d ivision in the early 
1970's. 

With a large family of kids, she is 
apprehensive about revealing her 
real name. But she is sure the 
object she saw hovering out over 
Little Sabme for at least 45 mmutes 
around dusk last Wednesday was 
real. 

And since she can also site sev­
eral other unexplainable phe· 
nomencn over the Santa Rosa 
Sound in the past 10 years, she is 
not particularly surprised by what 
she and two of her children saw 
Wednesday. 

Here is her Story: 
"We live right on the water in 

Soundside, and we've been seeing 
strange lights out over the Sound 
for 10 or 12 years. For fun, my sis· 
ters and I went out looking for the 
UFO with a jug of wine a week ear­
lier. We didn't see anything, but I 
don't want to use my name 
because I'm afraid people will read 
it and say 'th is lady is crazy." 

The Soundside resident said the 
object two of her children first saw 
hovering over Big Sabine on the 
Island 30 mmutes before dark last 
Wednesday looked like the Goo­
dyear bl imp. 

"It had a flashing light, but it 
wasn 't going anywhere," she said. 
"I can see Big Sabine from my 
house and it looked like it was right 
above Big Sabine. It didn't go any­
where for 45 minutes or so, proba· 
bly longer 

"My son (name) saw it first, and 
he went crazy. But it was nothing 
spectacular. There was just one 
flashing white light. It looked like 
the Goodyear Blimp or a big cigar. I 

would almost be relieved if some· light show out over the Sound. 
body told me the Goodyear Blimp "The lights were moving up and 
was in the area , even though I don't down and sideways," she said. 
really think that's what it was. "What was even more particular 

"I couldn't see many details was how the intensity kept chang­
except for one blipping light. It ing from brilliant to dim. There 
wasn't red or green. It was a light were probably three lights. Everyb­
like you would see on an airplane, ody that lives on the water came 
but the object wasn 't going down to the beach to watch. We 
anywhere." thought they might be airplanes, 

The Soundside resident said her but nobody had ever seen air· 
husband saw another strange light planes that could move horizon­
in the horizon towards Tiger Point tally and vertically like that. 
from her home when he wa s taking "This has been getting a lot of 
out the garbage about an hour after attention since the first Sentin el 
dusk that same night. article was published. But I'm here 

"He saw what he thought was a to tell you they've been around for 
star, but while he was watching it. awhile." 
the light dropped straight down," uur witness said Soundside 
she said. , . . Drive has never been so crowded. 
. Wednesdays Siting was not a "People are bringing shrimp and 

f1rst for the Sounds1de res1dent. strawberries for UFO picnics 
Shesa1d her son, who 1s now 21 , I almost nightly. 

and h1s fnend were followed by a "One guy who has been a regular 
u FO 1n the1r neighborhood about told my husband he was parked 
10 years ago. . . with his girlfriend in Whisper Bay 

An another even~ng, at least f1ve when a brilliant light came through 
years ago, she was awakened by a his front window and curled his 
bnlliant light sh1n1ng onto her bed· dashboard . 1 said 'right.' But my 
room balcony. husband saw the dashboard. This 

'Tm a very . sound sleepe~: was right after the mystery man 
Believe me, noth1ng wakes me up, was beamed." 
she sa1d . "But th1s light was so bnl · 
liant that it woke me up. I wanted to 
go out and investigate. But my hus­
band told me not to. It was just a 
brilliant light hovering over the bal­
cany. I don't know how long it was 
there. But it was long enough for us 
to discuss it. I was scared. But I was 
curious, too. I went as far as the 
screen door, but my husband told 
me not to go out to the balcony. It 
was just a very brilliant light, bril· 
liant enough to wake me from a 
sound sleep. 

"I don't remember exactly when 
this happened," she added. "I only 
know it was a reality that it did 
happen." 

On another occassion, the 
Soundside resident and many of 
her nieghbors were treated to a 

" I don't think they are hostile, 
and I don't think it's a government 
project. Yea, I do believe we're 
being visited." 

that it was too low and behind the 
tree line when Ed saw it and shot 
the pictures. His wife agreed and 
said she wouldn't have seen it 
either if she hadn't seen which way 
he was aimed because it winked 
out seconds after the flash. 

About this time, Brenda Pollak 
drove up and joined the group hav· 
ing just returned from a Junior 
League meeting in Pensacola. We 
were telling her what she just 
missed when she stopped us to 
relate what she had seen: 

"I was at about the midpoint of 
the Baybridge when I saw an 
orange light over the area by the 
post office. It was unusually bright 
and low. Sometimes it was obs· 
cured by the trees. Instead of 
steady, it was pulsating dimmer 
and brighter, not fast like an air· 
plane light. but occasional and 
without rhythm . When I got off the 
bridge it disappeared in the trees ... 

"I turned on Shoreline to go 
home then saw it again to the north 
as I passed the Library. I pulled off 
at the recreation center to make 
sure it was moving, and indeed it 
was moving from northeast to 
southwest. I watched it for 3 or 4 
seconds til it flashed out." 

"I know it's a light I've never seen 
before," said Brenda. "It was 
orange like our new street lights, 
but much brighter and it was 
moving." 

With the time and proximity in 
mind, it is clear that what Brenda 
saw was probably the same object 
that Ed photographed at approxi· 
mately the same time only a couple 
blocks to the southwest. 

The other sighting in this week's 
report occurred on Wednesday 
evening March 17th, with testim· 
ony from two groups of people on 
Pensacola Beach who saw the craft 
hovering "over" Gulf Breeze just 
north of the Bob Sikes Bridge. 

The first witness, Nancy Reese, 

Dear Editor, 

came into the Sentinel with the fol· 
lowing report: 

10:00 p.m. , Nancy wrote that she 
and her friend first saw it from her 
balcony, took the camera, and 
went to look for it. 

About 2 blocks before the toll 
gate they saw it over Food World 
and pulled over to take a picture. 
They stopped again at the top of 
the Sikes Bridge to take another 
picture and described it as humon­
gous with bright yellow lights 
separated by dark spaces. When 
they came down off the bridge, 
they couldn't see it any more so 
they drove through the Naval Live 
Oaks Reservation to look for it. then 
went back home. 

11 :00 p.m., After returning 
home, Nancy went to the balcony 
to look and again the bright yellow 
lights appeared as before traveling 
east just above the tree tops getting 
brighter and dimmer then sud­
denly very bright just before it d is­
appeared . 

"Step hi, Lisa, and I all witnessed 
this scenerio tonight, " wrote 
Nancy. 

When she was telling her story at 
the Sentinel, Nancy said a deputy 
and a marine patrol officer saw it 
too, so we called to get their story. 

The marine patrol officer, Nancy 
Andrews was with deputy Mike 
Delay, when they saw unusual 
lights across the sound over Food 
World. Nancy described the con­
figuration as very large and in the 
shape of a sausage . She sa id it 
looked like it was over Highway 98 
but it could have been higher and 
further north. Nancy, who's spent a 
lot of time at night on the waters 
around here, said it was not like 
any light shes ever seen before. 

They all watched the mysterious 
craft until suddenly it took off to the 
east down the peninsula out of 
sighV'Iitle it wasshot:QUtof.a gun," 
said Nancy. 

I. too, saw the glowjng bright orange object on March 14th at about 845 
p.m. I was coming aero~ the beach bndge at about that t1meand not1ced 
an object over toward the ball parks. It was not moving. At first, I thought 1t 
was a street light, but\t was much higher. I turned into Bahama Bay Club 
parking lot to cut overto the road which leads to the new rec center and 
ball parks. By the tinw I rounded the corner it vanishedl 

I was waiting to see-If anyone else reported the sighting. Sure enough it 
came out in your Marth 14th paper. I knew then, what I had seen was 
what ev"!ryone else had been reporting 

1 want to remain ~wn at this time bu\-am willi ng to come forward if I 
should ever see this Clb)4sct again . I w1ll tell you that I am a school teacher 
and have had two eoosin~ about six years ago see somPthmg,tttat scared 
them half to deatt-1. Ancther one of my cousirs W'l!i cart'IJ'fng out with 
about 6 other teen3ge'rs along the Alabama River Tl'ley saw something 
hover over their tamp site . These boys were so fnghtened that they 
immed1ately left. 

I have shown your articles to tile mot .oe r of one of my cousins who 
thinks now. that herdaughter dto really see a UFO. They kept her story a 
secret from the pub'f~ hop[ng she would forget that mght. 
Sincere!)·. 
''I'm a Believer Now" 

More 
UFO 
Sightings .... 
BY ALLISON BROWN 

Sunday around 3 p.m. driving 
west on Highway 98 from Fort Waf · 
ton to Gulf Breeze, father and son 
John and Matt Hamilton viewed a 
bright object for about five minutes 
until they drove past a sign and the 
object had disappeared. . 

"What I saw was a big bright sh1n· 
ing light right by the sun," said 
twelve year old Matt. 

The object was going "real slow 
before it vanished" Matt said who 
th'Ought the craft was about six 
inches wide from his view in the 
car. 

"We kept on looking for it all of 
.the way home," said Matt but the 
object was never seen again. 

Sunday at 7:24p.m. in the back· 
yard, twelve year old Johnny Regis· 
ter viewed two U FOs flying through 
the air. When they went behind a 
group of trees, and one of the 
objects appeared then disap· 
peared into the sky. "It had a little 
red light on top, white light-like a 
kitchen light on bottom," said Reg­
ister, "and the middle was oval and 
had a string of lights across it with a 
red light on each end." 

Register watched the objects for 
-8bout four minutes ana they were 
pretty big, "about the size of a half a 
house." 

He said it was "sorta scary" and 
Registered wondered , "what are 
they doing here7" 

-~ ~~ UFO sighting reported 
~ Police scanner traffic raised the 
~ ~ eyebrows of listeners Tuesday night 

• • when it was reported that a UFO had 

~ 
.. el been sighted one and a half miles 

south of Lewis. 
~ The repon came over the Polk 
~ County frequency at 10:25 p.m. A 

~ 
..... dispatcher said a caller had reported 

.. the sighting, claiming she was not 
oo::t" "crazy," and that the unidentified 

1 -~ object was still visible. 

~ 
::E: Sheriff Paul Lindholm said he was 

:. 1 \Dlaware of any such report being filed 
! til as of Wednesday. 
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§ Mark Curtis 
~ · Channel 3 News Reporter 

Mark Curtis 

Pensacola Beach has a resident 
and it is not our resident alien. 
However this young man has had 
much to do with our resident 
aliens. 

Mark Curtis, 28, who is a reporter 
with WEAR Channel 3 television 
station has recently moved to the 
beach from Pensacola. 

Now he won 't say whether or not 
this move is so he can be closer to 
the UFO act io~ . but some folks 
have seen him roaming the 
beaches at night with camera in 
tow, just in case. 

Curtis has been part of the Chan­
nel 3 team which has been report­
ing and investigating the Gulf 
Breeze UFO ~ightings . He moved 
to Pensacola after completing his 
master's degree in mass commun­
ications at the University of Florida. 
He ran the Ocala news bureau for 
WCJB-T.V. in Gainesville for one 
and a half years. 

Originally, he is from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin and migrated to Florida 
after finishing his undergradutae 
studies at Marquette University in 
Wisconsin . 

Since his arrival at WEAR, Curtis 
has been in the thick of the UFO 
phenomena. 

"I think it is the most fantastic 
story I've worked on," he said. "It is 
so unusual. This kind of thing usu­
ally happens in someone elses 
backyard not your own ." 

He has been working almost 
around the clock since getting 
involved in the unusual story and 
recently took several days off from 
work to take a break. 

" I have devoted a lot of time to 
this story," he said . "by the sheer 
number of calls, alone. Everyone is 
trying to take a step back, take a 
deep breath and look at this. There 
is kind of a lull in the activities even 
though there are still sightings 
being reported . 

He receives between 30 to 50 
calls a week concerning the UFOs, 
from people reporting sightings, to 
skeptics and people who are just 
plain interested. He noted that he 
averages about two calls a day 
reporting sightings. 

Coming home from work every 
night Curtis searches the sky hop­
ing to see an unidentified craft 
himself, keeping his camera ready. 
He has taken pictures on several 
occasions but his film has not been 
analyzed yet , to see if the unusual 
lights are explainable. 

" I think there are a lot of false 
sightings. You know, people who 
see things that are normal but they 
think they are unusual," he said. 
"We can explain a lot of them 
(sightings) away." He added how­
ever that he feels some of the -pho­
tographs seem authentic and have 
not yet been proven otherwise by , 
experts. 

The military has not made an 
official statement about the UFO 
matter however, Curtis said they 
are continuing to pursue gettina a 
statement from them. He noted 

one thing that has been observed 
by ~her beach residents, air traffic 
at mght has been heavier. Whether 
this has anything to do directly with 
the onslaught of sightings or not, is 
unknown. 

"The military has an explanation 
for everyth ing," he said. "If the mil­
itary knows something is going on. 
then I understand why they don't 
want to tell us anything. For rea­
sons of National security or not to 
cause a panic." 

He went on to say there are very 
similar pictures and accounts of 
UFO sightings from Georgia, Cali­
fornia and Australia . "Pictures of a 
round craft with small round win­
dows." he said. "There have been 
calls about a big ship, earlier on. 
Primarily people have seen the 
smaller crafts." 

Accord ing to Curtis. the larger 
craft has come to be called the 
"mother ship" and the smaller 
crafts "scout ships." 

To fake these photos would be 
awfully hard to do. Possible, but 
unlikely," he noted. 

Expert5 from MUFON have stu­
died the pictures and believe they 
are authentic. 

Curtis does not now why the so 
called aliens have decided to 
appear in Gulf Breeze, however 
jokingly commented, "to buy 
beach front property." 

More seriously though, he said, 
"Why they would pick Gulf Breeze? 
I don't know. It is curious, because 
we have a large Naval and Air Force 
base here. This is a good place to 
see that. " He also said some peo­
ple theorize that the crafts propul­
sion system may be somewhat 
water related. "We have a lot of 
water around here. Maybe that 
attracts them." 

As far as "Ed's" experiences are 
concerned, which have been 
reported on by the Sentinel many 
times, Curtis says they are very 
consistent with other accounts. 

Curtis said he is going to keep on 
this story out of his own curosity 
and because there are still sight­
ings being reported. He and his co­
workers have spent what he says is 
hundreds of hours researching 
and investigating this story. Gene 
Klrkconnell, Ron Krauss and Hope 
Bufflntton and Curtis have worked 
together trying to unravel this mys­
tery and bring us up-to-date 
reports. 

So far they have put together 
one, half hour show precedP.d by a 
three part news series during the 
six o'clock news broadcast, as well 
as other news reJO)orts concerning 
UFO sightings. 

As more information comes in, 
he said there- f4ill be more news 
coverage and stories. "I'm working 
on something right now. It is the 
story that never ends. It gets hard 
to get the other work done. The sto­
ries that happen day to day," he 
said. 

Curtis is excited about being 
what experts say is the most well 
documented UFO sightings of all 
times. He will be a part of history 
and part of a news story that is 
quickly spreading across the 
nation . 

He will also be interviewed on a 
radio talk show airing in Baltimore, 
Maryland, soon. 

After shoveling snow in Wiscon­
sin for 25 years, Curtis is happy to 
be in Florida and hopes to remain 
here for a while."This is a business 
where you move around a lot," he 
said. He would like to stick around 
to see this story unfold. 

He has a background in police 
work which he says is beneficial to 
his career as a reporter. 

'I had never been a reporter 
before. I kind of happened into it by 
accident. I kind of like it, too," he 
noted. "You meet so many differ­
ent people. Find out about things 
first hand. The sheer numbers and 
variety of so many different stories 
is exciting. This work is not routine. 
You never know what is goina to 
happen next." 

'llUIUNE, Ashley, ND - April 6, 1988 

Ashley man sights OFO 
When Christ Gross awoke to 

u.se his bathroom at 2:15 a.m. 
on Monday, Jan. 11. the last thing 
he expected to see as he happened 
to glance out his bedroom window 
was an unidentified flying object 
!UFO). 

But that may be exactly what 
he saw early that morning as he 
has been baffled ever since as to 
the "why-abouts" of seven dark 
stripes (each roughly 150 ~. in 
width) which came from the south 
and spanned the sky. 

Gross identified the phen~me­
non as having three stripes to 
each side of a longer center stripe 
which had a moon in the middle of 
it. The stripes were stationary 
and Gross said, ''The long one 
went above the house to the north 
and the distance between the 
stripes was about 600 feet." 

Gross' first thought at the time 
was one of wonderment. "I didn't 
have the least idea (wh~t it was)," 
he stated. "I stood there for 
awhile and watched them. Then I 
went to bed and thought, 'In the 

· morning, we'll talk about it.' But 
the next morning there wasn't 
anyone that could recall seeing 
it ... 

Gross said he hesitated in 
reporting the sighting because he 
thought someone would have 
already reported it to the Tri­
bu?U and that for awhile "I 
thought I shouldn't ever report it 
because people will think I walked 
in my sleep, but I didn't. I was 
just as open-minded then as I am 
now." 

As far as believing in UFOs, 
Gross said, "I believe in what I 
saw, that's all," and added that he 
couldn't have made a sketch of the 
UFO if he hadn't seen it. 

Juilene 
McKnight 
Staff 
columnist 

Sightings 
of UFO not 
explained 

I was reading the February issue 
of Omni Magazine when a section 
called "UFO Update" caught my 
eye. 

Since 1983, the report stated, 
there have been more than 5,000 
well-documented sightings of a 
large unidentified flying object in 
the counties north of New York 
City. 

While the appearances of this 
craft seemed to taper off some in 
1985 and 1986, they picked up again 
last fall in Connecticut and in 
Dutchess County, N.Y. 

Now, I just happen to live in 
Dutchess County, N.Y., when I'm 
not here in civilization, so the Omni 
report made me curious. I began to 
ask around and was directed to a 
book on the subject. 

Called "Night Siege: The Hudson 
Valley UFO Sightings," the book is 
by Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Philip Im­
brogno and Bob Pratt. 

Previous to this, I have had only a 
passing interest in UFOs, but this 
one seems amazing. I don't know if 
it is real or fake. No one has been 
able to prove it to me. But it sure is 
interesting," he said. 

"I have had a week away and I am 
ready to get back to work." 

Anyone having any information 
concerning the UFO sightinp 
should contact Curtis at Channel 3 
or the Sentinel newspaper in Gulf 
Breeze. 

Christ Gross poses with his 
drawing of the UFO he sighted in 
Ashley. 

"I believe in 
what I saw, 
that 's all. " 

--Christ Gross 

Dr. J. Allen Hynek was the scien­
tific consultant to the U.S. Air 
Force's Project Blue Book investi­
gation of the UFO phenomenon. 
Imbrogno is an astronomer and sci­
ence department chairman; Pratt is 
a journalist. 

The book is essentially a report. 
but a fascinating one. It details hun­
dreds of eyewitness accounts of a 
huge UFO. 

In many cases, dozens of people 
saw the thing at the same time as it 
hovered above the Taconic Park­
way, one of the main routes north 
rrom New York City. There are re­
ports from computer experts, pi­
lots, aeronautical engineers, jour­
nalists and police officers - in 
other words, people who are 
trained to observe and record, and 
people who are familiar with ma­
chinery and aircraft. The book also 
includes a computer breakdown 
and analysis of the data. 
Unusual pattern of lights 

What the witnesses describe is 
amazing. 

Observers first notice the UFO as 
a non-airplane pattern of lights in 
the sky. The lights seem to be ar­
ranged in a boomerang or elongated 
"V" pattern. Most observers say 
there are more than 10 lights, which 
alternate in color from red or white 
through blue-green and yellow. 

They first notice the structure 
behind the lights when the object 
moves closer and observers realize 
that they cannot see a large wedge 
of stars. 

Witnesses say the object is made 
of a very non-reflective black, grey 
or dark green metal, and estimates 
of its size run from 100 to 300 feet. 

There also have been sightings of 
an object with a similar description 
in Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
Maine, Tennessee, Arkansas, Mis­
souri, among other areas. 

Shades of "Close Encounters of 
the Third Kind!" 

If you find all this hard to believe, 
you're not alone. 

Eventually, on Aug. 24,1984, 
when the sightings in the Hudson 
Valley had been going on for more 
than a year, a conference was 
called in Brewster, N.Y. More than 
1,500 witnesses attended, as did re­
porters and camera crews from 
ABC, NBC and CBS, The New York 
Times, The Chicago Tribune and 
more. 

Some witnesses had managed to 
get photographs and videotapes 
that, when analyzed in such toea-

Gross has ruled out the possi­
bility of the sighting being the 
Northern Lights because the 
UFO appeared in the south nnd 
the stripes were dark in color. 
whereas the Northern Lights 
usually appear in the north and 
a.re lighter 4t color, he said. 

"If somebody knows something 
about it," Gross concluded, "I'd 
like to know." 

According to a Bilmarck Tri­
bt£?U article, other UFO sightings 
in the state since November of 
last year include: 

•Nov. 11 - A rurnl Bismarck 
family saw an object with flashing 
red, green and white lights hover­
ing above the road to McDowell 
Dam while driving east of N.D. 
Highway 10. 

•Nov. 15 - A mother and 
' ~ughter saw a strange oval-like 

object about two miles west of 
Mandan. 

•Dec. 4 - Ray Griffin of Bis-
marck observed an object with 
rotating red, green and white 
lights on the north side of 
In.terstate 94. 

•Dec. 4 - Donna Mohl, Barb 
Grand and Carol Walter, all of 
Pick City, saw an object with 
green blue and white lights 
darting from spot to spot south of 
I-94 six miles west of Mandan. 

•Dec. 9 · A Bismarck mother 
and son saw an oval-shaped object 
with rotating green, red and 
white lights over Hillside Park. 

•Feb. 26 - A man spots a glow 
at 3:30 a.m. near his rural Zap 
home. 

•Feb. 26- A Beulah man spots a 
line of six bright lights glowing 
brightly about two miles from his 
home. 

tions as the Jet Propulsion Labora­
tory in California, were declared 
not to be airplanes. But the Federal 
Aviation Administration and other 
agencies have variously explained 
the sightings away as being ultra­
light aircraft flying in formation, 
Cessnas in formation, blimps with 
unusual lights and other "rational" 
phenomena. 
Have written to FAA 

Engineers and pilots scoffed at 
these explanations, saying the lights 
on the craft remained stable in rela­
tionto each other even in high 
winds, and that the craft, when it 
hovered above the road, was abso­
lutely silent - devoid of any engine 
noise at all. 

Residents of the area have writ­
ten letters to Congress and to the 
FAA requesting an official investi­
gation, but if one is going on, it is 
going on very quietly. 

The real question, of course, is 
what the UFO might actually be? Is 
it some new, experimental aircraft? 
Is it a hoax, a hologram, a mass hal­
lucination, a wayward blimp? Or 
did the craft originate elsewhere? 

I have not seen the Hudson Val­
ley UFO, but like the curious kid I 
hope to always be, I would love to 
see it. Like the chicken I have al­
ways been, I suspect that I would 
turn to Jello on first sight. 

I have, however, talked to some 
area residents who did see it, and 
what I sensed from them was less 
fear and more curiosity mixed with 
awe. 

At base, the sightings raise, as 
most things eventually do, a meta· 
physical question. If the UFO has 
no logical explanation, if it turns out 
that there is no hoax involved, are 
we human beings ready for what 
the reality might be? 

As of now, it is not a question 
with an answer. 

VINDICA'IUR, Youngstown, 

OH - April 27, 1988 
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UFO Seen over Meadows Community 
1988 

by Scott Anderson 

Savannah Welborn is not quite 
sure what she saw that night, but 
whatever it was, she's convinced 
it wasn ' t from this planet. 

It came over Sauratown Moun­
tain just as the sky turned black 
and prepared to storm on Mqnday, 
May 23 , she said. It didn't have 
wings, or make much noise, but it 
moved ever so slowly across the 
sky while she and her husband 
Garvie, watched in awe. ' 

' ·It was the most fascinating 
thing, " she said last week while 
retelling her tale. " I just stood there 
in awe. It was unbelievable." 

What Welborn says she anrl 
her husband witnessed was a ge­
nuine unidentified flying object, or 
UFO. Once a skeptic on the topic, 
Welborn says she 's now a 
believer. 

The story unfolded while the sky 
darkened with storm clouds that 
ushered in the severe 
thunderstorms that rolled through 
the area last week . It was around 
9 p.m. when her husband went out 
to feed their animals where they 
live in the Meadows Community, 
she said. It hadn't sta rted raining 
yet, but the thunder and li ghtning 
had begun. 

" The only reason he (her hLh­

band) was out then wa~ bec.1u~e 
he was getting hay for the ani•n.JI~. 
We were running late with the 
feeding. That's when he ~pottPd it 
over the mountain. " 

When he saw the UFO he r<.~n in­
side and got Welborn. Together 
they watched as the huge cr,1ft 
ca me over the mountain, lighting 
most oi it up. They watched it for 
ten minutes, at one point from ,h 

c lose as about 100 feet away . It 
made believers out oi them, ~he 
said . 

"It moved slowlv toward~ u~." 
Welborn said. " It got to the big 
oak (i n their yard) and turnerl. It 
was barely moving. It was fiery red 
inside. There were no wings, but 
it had a rudder, like a boat , with 
blue and white lights. " 

" The whole thing was .:1bout as 
hig as a house," she continued. 
" The whole front end was yellow 
lights. I could hear a humming (like 
an air conditioner's), but my hus­
band didn ' t hear it. It was so 
>!range. I had never seen anything 
like it." 

She said it got so close when it 
was turning, that had she had her 
binoculars, she could have inside 
it. 

'' I've read about these things, but 
never seen anything like it. It went 
on up and out, towards Walnut 
Cove, and then it just disappeared 
from our view." 

When questioned about whether 
they had actually just seen lightn­
ing, a flock of birds, a blimp, a gas 
cloud or any of the other items 
skeptics accuse of being what peo­
ple claim to be UFOs rather than 
an alien ship from a distant planet. 
Wei bourn was quick to defend her 
story. 

" Absolutely not," she said in 
reference to the list of alternatives. 
" Lightning flashed on both sides of 
it when it was coming over the 
mountai n. Lightning wouldn't 
have moved towards us anyway. 
This came closer and closer. When 
it turned I could have fallen over." 

UFO Spotted 
Savannah Welborn points up to the area she and her husband watched a UFO last week. 

" I think it W.J~ ~orrrPthing from 
,motlwr pl,uwt ," -,hl' ~<~ id ton­
fidently . " It ~l't'nwd tlwy were ju~t 
the< king thing'> out. EVl'rything 
wa~ lit up -,o mu< h. I w,1.., ,1 -,kep­
ti< , now I 'm not. I know 1woplc 
may thrnk it'~ ju~t ,1 ~ tory, hut th ,ll 

doe~n ' t ph,J~l' me. I '>aw it. I know 
what I '>aw." 

She ~aid -,he ha'> .,ime heen 
~tanning the .,kie., with her 
binocular~ in hope'> of a return visit 
of the t raft. 

Photo by Scott Anderson 

A woman from Pinnacle ca lled 
the King Times-News on Tuesday 
and said she also saw the craft, and 
that she was even able to video 
tape it. Though she didn't leave her 
name, we are anxious to talk with 
her ahou t what she saw. 

IllULY NEltlS SUN, Slm City, AZ - June 2, 1 988 

UFO arguments continue 
By KAREN S. LEONARD 
News-Sun staff 

SUN CITY - It may not be 
because E.T. phoned home, but 
some people believe they have 
seen unidentified flying objects 
visiting Earth. 

One such man, Allen Benz, is 
president of the Foundation of 
UFO Research in Tucson. 

Benz said, not only has he 
listened to numerous accounts of 
UFO sightings from others, but 
he saw a UFO in 1969, while he 
was living in San Diego. 

"I saw this object over the 
bay. It was circular with no 
wings, no tail, no engine - no 
visual means of support," he 
said. 

The craft didn't make any 
noise, he said. And it resembled 
the large round portion of the 
Starship Enterprise on the Star 
Trek televison program. 

But Bob Steiner, co-founder of 
the Bay Area Skeptics based 
near San Francisco, says UFOs 
don't exist. 

After 80,000 reported sitings 

of UFOs, he said, there should 
be some scientific proof they ex­
ist ·or at least a picture of one. 

Benz said there is such evi­
dence but skeptics like Steiner 
refuse to look at all the data. 

. And although most of the ob­
jects originally called UFOs are 
later accurately identified as 
planets, stars, aircraft or bal­
loons, 10 percent to 30 percent 
remain unidentified, he said. 

"Our theory is that some­
thing serious is going on that 
needs to be studied," Benz said. 

"We're trying to remain as 
objective and open-minded as 
possible and have no pre-
conceived notions." -

In 1954, Benz said, there was 
a farmer in France who reported 
seeing a UFO. He said the 
metallic object landed on the 
railroad tracks near a field he 
was working in. 

Later, Benz said, scientists 
and other experts came out to 
examine the area. They con­
cluded that an object 10 meters 
in diameter and weighing 30 

tons would have been necessary 
to put the dents in. the railroad 
tracks the way they were. 

If skeptics still want to clas­
sify such events as the work of 
pranksters or hoaxers, that's 
OK, Benz said. But he believes 
pranksters wouldn't go to srich 
lengths to pull their stunts. 

Sun Citian Hazel McManus 
also believes UFOs exist. She 
said she has seen three - two 
while living in Sun City. 

However, the craft she said 
was nearest her was while she 
lived in St. Louis, Mo. 

She said the UFO was a 
large, white, metallic-looking 
object surrounded by bright 
light. 

"It was kind of like a bowl 
turned upside down because it 
was flat on the bottom but it 
had no wheels. It would just sit 
there hovering and the top was 
dome-shaped." McManus said. 

The object didn't land, she 
said, and took off much the way 
a helicopter would. 
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Burned Ground, Marks Still Puzzling 
A three-sided burned area north 

of Pine Bluff, reported as a left by 
a possibl e flyill.j object, has at 
least ona investigator puzzled and 
another offering an explanation. 

" It's kind of an odd-looking 
situation," said Jack Palmateer, 
Jefferson County's coordinator of 
emergency services. "It does look 
like it couldn 't happen accident­
ally." 

The burned area is on land officer at the Arsenal, said this 
owned by Jeff Kahn on McFadden morning, however, that the facility 
Road south of the Pine Bluff Ar- has no aircraft and there had been 
senal. Kahn declined to talk to no military activity in the area. 
The Commercial this mornin~. but Palmateer said this morning 
a story in the Arkansas Gazette that he went to the site Tuesday 
Sunday said Kahn suspected the with officials from the Jefferson 
bum was made by a vertical-lift County Sheriffs office and had 
aircraft that came from the Ar- found a triangular-shaped area on 
senal and landed on the spot. a bluff overlooking an old channel 

Dewey Spencer, public affairs of the Arkansas River. The legs of 

~. Pine Bluff, AR- June 6, 1988 

the triangle were about 32 feet 
long, and at the end of each leg 
was a slight depression. The fire, 
Palmateer said, had burned to the 
depressions and stopped. 

But Capt. Virgil I. Brown, head 
of the Criminal Investigation Di­
vision with the sheriffs office, said 
someone started a fire, then 
stomped it out. 5 
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UFO museum out-of-this-world idea ~ 
(I) 

Randolph sightings among his collection :::s ,.... 
'< 
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By HENRY KING 
Courier-Tribune Starr Writer 

LINCOLNTON - If E.T., the extra­
terrestrial of movie fame, ever tries to 
call home and finds all communications 
out, he'd be in Seventh Heaven to wait 
out the delay at George Fawcett's home. 

There are several busts and lifesize 
statues of outer space "humanoids" in 
Fawcett's den and there are hundreds of 
pictures , drawings, schematics and re­
lated material relative to Unidentified 
Flying Objects. 

"Stuff about UFOs? I have 14 000 
items," Fawcett said as he began to pull 
out file drawers along a long wall. "I 
have photographs, news clips, magazine 
articles, speeches, addresses and even 
legal papers. 

" I even have 4,000 UFO files from 
U.S. Government sources. You heard it 
right - the government. The United 
States was sued by a civilian agency to 
get access to 6,000 UFO documents the 
government had." 

Overhead & Underfoot 

studying UFO material since he was 15 
~ears old. He has a news clip of the very 
first UfO reported by the military <"Get 
that, military!" he says> over Germany 
during World War II. 

"And all this material· all these ob­
jects and displays, I want'very much to 
put in a special museum, a UFO mu­
seum," Fawcett sighs. 

"I want the museum to be special in 
design, too. I want it the shape of a UFO, 
the shape of what so many people call a 
'flying saucer.' " 

It would be a large structure and be a 
combination museum and laboratory to 
study all material related to UFOs. 

"People worldwide could report 
material to it through their local UFO 
organization and they could come to the 
museum to study on their own. 
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bumpersticker on his car that states : "If 
you want to know if there are UFOs, ask 

" For 24 of the 44 years I have been a 
c!vilian i~vestigator. researcher, orga­
mzer, writer, lecturer and t~acher in 
this exciting field, I have entertained the 
notion of a UFO museum," he said. 

Staff Photo By Henry K ing a. 
your government. " 

Fawcett, 59, has been collecting and 

George Fawcett looks through file 
... lie""' some 14,000 UFO items CD 

:J 

Sketch shows Fawcett's rendition of UFO museum 
•• • blinlring ligltts would surround exterior of tlte 'flying soucer' 

Fawcett has all his basic materials at his Lincoln­
ton home in Lincoln County and he is not lacking a 
drawing plan for his idea of a UFO museum. 

"Loolt," he said, pulling a copy of a proposed 
drawing of a UFO museum plan from his files . 
"This shows the general shape of the exterior. 
There is also a general plan for dividing up the 
interior into offices, labs, display rooms, and so 
forth ." 

"Would any of the material in that huge flying 
saucer museum relate to Randolph County?" Faw­
cett was asked. 

"Oh, yes, clippings for certain. And I don't 
even have to go into my files to find mention of one 
of those. I can tell you off the top of my head that in 
1953 there was a report of a UFO, or at least a 
report of what apparently had been left by a UFO. 

"A news item of the time told about the proba­
ble UFO and mentioned a description by a local 
family that reported something had left an 18-foot 
diameter circle burned on their front yard. I'd have 
to look up the rest of the details, but that is part of 
the material." 

Throughout the years there have been UFO 
activities reported from the Level Cross area and 
Trogdon Hill section of U.S. 64 in Randolph, too. 

Fawcett keeps spreading his idea of a UFO 
museum and keeps hoping and searching for per­
sons and organizations that may be interested in 
bringing the museum to fruition with development 
and funds. 

He has the background and the ideas as well as 
the material to do the promotional aspects of it. It 
should sell itself as a worldwide tourist attraction 
as well as a museum research center, he says. 

"You may not hear much about them individu­
ally, but there are 150 sightings of UFOs worldwide 
every day. on average, " he said . 

"I am not the Jeanne Dixon of space, but I can 
tell you - can predict that this year and each year 
thereafter, there will be a repetition of certain re­
ports relative to UFOs. 

" There will be reported radar trackings of 
UFOs. There will be pursuits of UFOs by planes, 
ships and autos because of unexplained lights ob­
servers want to see close up. There will be sightings 
of objects flying at speeds superior to any man­
made craft. The UFOs will be reported to be in 
maneuvers beyond capabilities of satellites, air­
craft and missiles ... " 

There is something out there, Fawcett de­
clares. 

What, may not be exactly known as yet , but a 
museum and research facility should coordinate all 
data now scattered around the world, he contends . 

If we are not alone, and we may not be, let us 
have an open mind about it, Fawcett says. After all, 
Fawcett says, even governmental agencies keep 
UFO records. He cites a document still on sale by 
The Federal Aviation Administration <FAA> that is 
really a "kit of materials on the 1986 Japan Air 
Lines radar-visual sighting of a UFO near Alaska 
and costs $195." 

A nucleus of UFO material that Fawcett has 
gathered over 44 years would be the ideal collection 
to start a UFO museum, he believes. 

A native of Mt. Airy, Fawcett is a graduate of 
Lees-McRae College and Lynchburg< Va . > College. 
He has a degree in psychology and education and 
has been a longtime YMCA official. He has also 
been a writer and general manager for several 
North Carolina newspapers. 

·His "Sauceriana Collection" began in 1944, 
when he was 15 and keeping a scrapbook about the 
progress of World War II. That is a full three years 
before unexplained things in the sky were given the 
designation flyinQ: saucers. 

A news dispatch from the war zone referred to 
silver balls seen in the sky over France. The ob­
jects were thought by military authorities to be the 
latest weaponry development of Nazi Germany. 

As the war progressed, more such " silver 
balls" were reported. But when Germany surren­
dered and the various military bases were 
searched, nothing was ever found to shed light on 
the • 'silver balls' • of the sky. 

Two years after the war, 1947, numerous sky 
objects were being seen all over the world and they 
were dubbed as Unidentified Flying Objects 
<UFOs). 

On Fawcett's living room wall is a yellowed, 
1944 clipping of the first UFO article he snipped 
from a paper and it started his 14,000 piece collec­
tin. 

Among the populace, there is a 98 percent 
awareness level of UFOs. At least 15 million Ameri­
cans, including three astronauts and one president, 
have reported sightings. There have been 860 sight­
ings in North Carolina. 

"There have been 3,500 close encounters of the 
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third kind, where people reported seeing occupants 
of UFOs either in UFOs or outside on the ground," 
Fawcett said. 

So, we should surely have a museum and re­
search center. he adds. 

"I have three groups of people interested in 
such a facility ," he said. "One is in Pigeon Forge, 
Tenn.; another is at Statesville; and a third near 
Banner Elk." 

From a standpoint of significant names, it 
would be nice to have it at Star in nearby Montgom­
ery County. or at Mars Hill in Madison County. 

"I could go along with that," Fawcett said, 
laughing. 

North Carolina has license plates that state 
"First In Flight," and Fawcett says he'd like to see 
the first world-renowned UFO museum here, too. 

A longtime officer and current assistant state 
director of the Mutual UFO Network Inc. <MU­
FON> of North Carolina, Fawcett says an out-of­
this-world design for a UFO mus~um is a down-to­
earth idea whose time has come. 
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Fantasy-prone psyche may lie behind strange 
By REBECCA KOLBERG 

UPI Science Writer 

§ WASHINGTON (UPI) - In 
1963, an engineering student 

CXl named Robert was driving 
~ home to Chicago after visiting 

his girlfriend when he got lost 
.. unaccountably on a familiar 

N road, saw strange lights and his 
car stopped working. . 

~ The next thing he 
1":1 remembered was waking up, 
1 driving into Chicago two hours 

Ia ter . When Robert took a 
~ shower he noticed an odd mark 

on his shoulder, and the experi-

1
.. ence left him with strange 

· dreams. 
Although Robert thought his 

experience may have involved 
an extraterrestrial phenome­

r4' non, it occurred before other 

;

0 alleged alien abductions gained 
widespread publicity and he 
tried to shrug it off. 

But in 1981, after nearly two 
decades of anxiety and personal 

~ 
problems, he underwent hyp­
nosis, and an investigation that 
involved conscious recall and 

~
~ questioning of acquaintances. 

Under hypnosis, Robert said 
that after his car stopped, a lit­
tle creature appeared in the 
back seat. The alien - small, 
with a round, hairless head, big, 
black eyes and a skin-tight 
uniform - led Robert into a 
UFO, where he was subjected to 
a physical examination and 
shown strange, movie-like im­
ages. 

The aliens, who Robert said 
communicated by telepathy 
rather than speech, eventually 
walked him back to his car, say­
ing it would be to his benefit if he 
could not recall the encounter. 

Robert 's experience is typical 
of at the least 300 instances of 
alien abduction that have been 
reported worldwide, primarily 
in the United States, England 
and South America. 

But one controversial theory, 
proposed recently by a 
psychologist, holds that Robert 
and the others were not the vic­
tims of weird little creatures 
from outer space, but rather are 
victims of " fantasy-prone" per­
sonality , a still poorly 
understood psychological state. 

" Fantasy-prone people are 
not psychotic, not crazy, not 
even neurotic. They're just a lit­
tle different than the rest of us,'' 
said Robert Baker, a psychology 
professor at University of Ken­
tucky . 

"Whatliesbehindmostof~ cases." 'abduct•lons' 
called alien encounter reports is "As far as abduction claims 
a problem with people who are themselves, we are on the fence. "a fair amount of conscious 
suggestible being told these I ~ they should be taken memory," Rodegheirsaid. 
things," said Baker. seriously because a number of In his article, Baker at-

Psychological researchers people who reported them are tributed some extraterrestrial 
Heryl Wilson and T.X. Barber traumatized by the experience, accounts to hallucinations that 
were among the first to charac- whatever it was , ' ' sa i d occur as people are waking or 
terize the fantasy-prone per- Rodeghier, a psychology lee- drifting off to sleep. In such 
sonality, reporting in a 1983 turer at the University of II- "waking dreams" , a person 
study that such individuals linois. feels awake, but paralyzed or 
could comprise as much as 4 Although UFO investigator floating, and may "see" super-
percent of the population. Hopkins concedes Baker's fan- natural creatures. 

Such people become actively tasy-prone theory "certainly The abduction skeptic calls 
involved in the events they fan- may apply in a number of Whitley Strieber's best-seller, 
tasize - reporting sights, cases," he argued that Baker "Communion", "a classic lex­
sounds and smells. In addition did not conduct research to back tbook description" of such a hal­
researchers say such peopl~ uphisclaims. lucination, despite Strieber's in­
enter hypnotic-like trances It is also difficult to apply the sistence his abduction by aliens 
when they are deeply involved cor:tcept to incidents in which was real. 
ina fantasy . several people reported being "The point cannot be more 

" In the past, before the tech- abducted simultaneously, strongly made that ordinary, 
nological age, such people saw Hopkins argued. perfectly sane and rational pea­
angels and said the angels car- He cited the case of a regis- ple have these hallucinatory ex­
ried them up to heaven, or they tered nurse and her two sons periences and that such individ­
were abducted by fairies, who reported an unexplained uals are in no way mentally 
leprechauns or other little folk " two-hour time lapse after their disturbed or psychotic . But nei­
said Baker, adding that in ord~r car was approached by a UFO. ther are such experiences to be 
to maintain a facade of normali- Under hypnosis all gave similar taken as incontrovertible proof 
ty such people learn "to be accounts of abduction by alien of some sort of objective or con-
highly secretive and private creatures . sensual reality," Baker states. 
about their fantasy lives." Hopkins suggested alien ab- Hopkins conceded Strieber's 

The difference between nor- duction could be a pattern that recollections are "not a very 
mal people with vivid imagina- starts in early childhood, with strong case" compared to many 
tions and those with fantasy- extraterrestrials " more or less other accounts, but said one ex­
prone personalities is the latter tagging humans like elk or deer perience - in which Strieber 
g r o u P ' s d i f f i c u 1 t y i n and following them through the said he was carried out of his 
distinguishing between reality years." Such experiences would cabin in upstate New York and 
and fantasy , according to probably create an unusual into a spaceship - " definitely 
Baker. psychological makeup, which I has the marks of a real abduc­

Writing in The Skeptical In- might be labeled fantasy-prone , tion." 
quirer, the psychologist said al- he said. 1 Baker said similarities in 
though most abductees appear Baker challenges abduction I alien abduction stories - such 
to be mild-mannered, unassum- stories elicited through hyp- as 1 it t1 e grey humanoid 
ing citizens, if they were given nosis , claiming this encourages creatures and flying saucers -
intensive psychological tests and rewards the fantasy-prone. show they are based on common 
"It is highly likely that many " There 's currently no way UFO tales people have seen in 
s!milarities would emerge, par- even !he most sophisticated newspapers, books, movies and 
tlcularly an unusual personality hypnotist can tell the difference television. 
pattern ... categorized as fan- between a memory that is real " Fantasy-prone abductees ' 
tasy-prone." and one that 's created. If a per- stories would be much more 

Baker, who deems all the son is hypnotized and highly credible if some of them at 
reported alien abduction cases s.ugg~s~ible , and false informa- least, reported the aliens ~s 8-
"highly suspect" due to lack of twn IS Implanted in his mind, it foot-tall , red-striped octapeds 
physical evidence from outer may get embedded even more riding bicycles and intent on 
space, anticipates a rash of new strongly," Baker writes. eating us for dessert," he wrote. 
reports in the wake of highly Rodegh~er ackn?wledg~ that But Hopkins believes the con-
popular, "non-fiction" books on an un~thical or mexpertenced nection works the opposite way, 
such sagas, including Whitley hyp~obst could. nu~~e a .su~~ with authors basing stories on 
Strieber's " Communion" and gesbble person mto recalling witnesses ' sightings. He said 
Budd Hopkins ' "Intruders". extraterrestrial encounters but these accounts had Jed to a 

But others question the per- s~id fal;llting hypnosis tech- switch in science fiction from 
sonality theory. 1 mques IS not the same as rockets to flying saucers and 

M k R d 
. . . . 1 debunking alien abductions. from monster-like to humanoid 

ar o eghier, scienbfic . 
director of J. Allen Hynek Many claims ~ple make aliens. 
Center for UFO Studies in abou~ extraterr~stria~s do not Dr. Rima Laibow, a Dobbs 
Chicago who investigated reqmr~ hypnosis, wt~h a~>?ut Ferry, N.Y., · psychiatrist who 
Robert 's case, said the fan- one-third of the cases mvolvmg has talked with six abductees 
tasy-prone theory "may or may 
not explain some abduction 

and reviewed many other cases 
also doubts Baker's theories . ' 

"The notion of a fantasy-prone 
personality does not seem to 
hold water in the clinical analy­
sis of abductees. We all have 
fantasies; we do not all produce 
the same details in our fan­
tasy, " Laibow said. "I know of 
no other fantasy that is prod,Ic­
ed in such concurrence, both in 
setting and detail. " 

She said testing and clinical 
observations "make clear these 
people are not of one personality 
type. " 

Although she does not know if 
external or internal factors are 
responsible for the abduction 
reports, Laibow said most ab­
ductees display symptoms of 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 

" If this phenomenon is not 
caused by an external event, it 
would be the first instance of 
post-traumatic stress I know of 
without a physical cause," she 
says. 

The stress disorder is a form 
of anxiety stemming from a 
tragic event, such as an airplane 
crash, physical torture or war . 
Symptoms include insomnia , 
headaches , nightmares and 
repeatedly reviewing memories 
of the event. 

Laibow said abductees ' ver­
sions of reality should be 
respected by psychologists . But 
Baker said reinforcing alien ab­
duction stories can lead people 
to believe they actually have 
been victims . 

" It upsets them and does turn 
them into neurotic persons if 
they weren 't disturbed before," 
Baker said. 

" Instead of convincing fan­
tasy-prone people that the ab­
duction really did happen , 
pscyhologists should help them 
realize it didn 't happen so the 
people will not feel like aliens 
can eome back at any time at 
take them away." 

~UFO Sighting West Of City 
~Stirs Excitement For Family 

Author says aliens 
have spirited him 

away since childhood 
WASHINGTON (UPI ) - A big-eyed creature that looks like a 

cross between a human and an insect has invaded thousands of 
bookstores, peering from the cover of what Whitley Strieber 
claims is a "true story" of alien abduction. 

.~ Calls to the Stillwater Police 
:E Department and the Payne 

1 County Sheriffs Department 
~ late Sunday night sent Sheriff 

Carl Hiner and a deputy west of 
... town to look for an unidentified B flying object about 10-11·:30 
!i p.~. 
~ But the two law officers were 
Tj unable to spot the object, Hiner 
ti5 said. 

Emma Lewis, who lives east 

1 
... of Stillwater, told a reporter 

Monday that she and several 
relatives, all of whom live in 
Still.water, saw the phenomenon 
followrng a storm. 

~~It looked like a red light 
with a strobe light on it," she 

. Mrs. Raper said she and her 
husband went outside after Mrs. 
Lewis called about 10:45 p.m_ 
They, too, saw the light. "My 
husband sat down on the porch 
and watched it for a long time," 
she said. "I saw it, too. It looked 
like a star, glowing red." 

As the Rapers and Mrs. Lewis 
watched, the light disappeared 
briefly, "like a light being turned 
off," then appeared again "for a 
couple of seconds" before fmally 
disappearing altogether. 
said. 

Mrs. Lewis said she had gone 
outside about 10 p.m. to see if 
all storm activity had passed 
when she TlOticed the light. 

Accordillg to Mrs. Lewis, the 
light appeared over the west side 
of Stillwater, hanging motionless 
in the air at about treetop level. 
The light was larger than air­
plane lights, she said. 

"I watched it for probably 
about an hour, from about 10, 
p.m. until about 11: 15 p.m." 

Mrs. Lewis said she called 
several relatives in town, who 
also observed the light. Ruth 
and Tony Raper, an OSU police 
officer, are two of Mrs. Lew's 
relatives who observed it:.~ 

Strieber's best-seller, " Communion, A True Story, " has 
sparked a resurgence in public interest in UFOs and extrater­
restrial visitors - unproven phenomena whose sightings, like 
that of the Loch Ness monster and abominable snowman, seem 
to go through cycles of mass popularity . 

A former author of science fiction, horror and environmenta l 
books, Strieber claims on the night of Dec. 26, 1985 he was car­
ried out of his cabin in upstate New York by little, gray 
humanoid creatures wearing blue overalls . 

The bald-headed " good army" took him to a space ship where 
he underwent a physical examination directed by a slightly 
taller, female alien with huge, black slanting eyes and thin, in­
sect-like limbs. 

Most of the details of Strieber's story were elicited through 
hypnosis , which also uncovered other alleged alien abductions 
in the author's past, dating back to when he was 12 and living in 
Texas. 

Unlike some abductees, Strieber is not certain his visitors 
were from outer space. For the most part, he insists the aliens 
are real physical entities, but his theories on their source are 
varied. 

According to Strieber, the aliens may be time travelers , gods 
or the mature form of a being for which humans are merely an 
immature "larval" stage. He also writes it is a "distinct possi­
bility" the strange creatures are produced by " a mental phe­
nomenon as yet unidentified.'' 
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I Many report sighting UFOs locally 
i By MARK TO:\lEO 
. .; News Staff Writer 
..., Researcher Stan Gordon has a 
.. theory UFOs appear more frequently e; near "energy windows" - natural 

formations such as ridges or valleys 
co with peculiar magnetic or seismic 
~ properties. or man-made structures 

including power plants and high­
tension transmission lines. Some 

~ type of force attracts them, he feels . 

Local sightings 
~ The Montour County area has had 
~ its share or sightings . UFOs tend to 

1 be seen locally around Washington­
ville. often in the neighborhood of the 

~ Pennsylvania Power & Light facility, 
and near Blue Hill in Riverside 

_i where the power lines cross the 
;:::::; Susquehanna River. 
·r-l The area experienced a minor rash 
~ of sightings in early July 1987. Wit­a nesses sighted a large, bright object 

flashing through the night skies from 
.. lola to Jerseytown to Washington­
~ ville in the space of about 2'5 minutes . 
~ The first report came from Dennis 

Shultz of lola. who reported seeing a 
round object with red and blue lights 
which hung in the air then flashed 
awav. 

Minutes later. a girl in Jerseytown 
described the same type of object. 
which she said was quite large, 
coming from the direction of 
Millville. The girl. who declined to be 
identified, said the object appeared 
on one side of her home, then disap­
peared and reappeared on the other 
side. 

"It was almost dancing in the sky," 
she said . "It stood still for a few 
minutes, the in a nash it was gone." 

Shortly after, Jeannie Roberts of 
Washingtonville said she spotted "a 
large object with lighLo; in the sky ." It 
appeared headed toward the PP&L 
plant. she said. 

That week. Danville News Sports 
Editor Eric Lon~ ::~!so s::~w a yellow­
oran~e pulsalin~ disc which hovered 
then flew off at high speed. Long was 
driving on Route 54 north of 
Washingtonville shortly after dark at 
the time of the sighting . 

Star-like light 
A Danville RD 8 resident , who 

works as a medical technologist at 
Geisinger Medical Center and asked 
not to be named. and his girlfriend 
were driving along Strawberry Ridge 
Road, adjacent to the PP&L plant 
one clear night in January 1987, when 
they noticed a strange star-like light 
hanging in the air over Jerseytown. 
They were amazed when it zipped 
away in the direction of Bloomsburg. 

The girlfriend drove home alone 
and saw the light again when she 
stopped for the traffic light near the 
plant's gate . It hung in the air for a 
few seconds, then zoomed off toward 
Turbotville. 

" It j!ave us a weird feeling, " he 
said. "You'd notice it sticking out. 
Nothing can move that fast. It was 
like nothing I'd ever seen before or 
since. It was noticeable at first, just 
sitting there perfectly still. I never 
think about that kind of stuff, but it 
impressed me to see how it moved 
away. " 

The girlfriend made an ob­
servation very common to UFO wit­
nesses. She said it was as if the object 
waited just long enough to be sure 
she noticed it, then it sped away . 

"I saw a meteor once," he said . 
"This was nothing like it." 

Jean Lehout. a former resident of 
Fisher's Trailer Court, watched "a 
pattern of stars " come together in 
formation over the Susquehanna 
River opposite Blue Hill one summer 
night three years ago. 

" When it came closer, I could see 
an object with revolving lights -
yellow, blue, green , red - over 
Riverside . It sent out a beam of light 
that lit up the whole area .·· 

She too thinks a psychic connection 
exists between the objects and ob­
servers. "I don 't think they make 
themselves known to the government 
or anyone who could make trouble 
for them." she said. 

Leo Costello of Berwick reported 
seeing strange lights at night, but he 
feels they are some type of govern­
ment device. 

"They look like fake stars, only 
bigger and brighter. " he said . "They 
move short distances then slop. I 
think it's the government doing some 
kind or surveillance ... 

A woman in Riverside, who 
declined to be named , reported she 
watched from the deck of her house 

IT LOOKED LIKE THIS- William Hummer of Danville built a model to 

BEAW:R, PENNSYLVANIA- On Aug 8, 1965, James Lucci, 17, wos 
photographing the moon when a glowing disc rose up from power 

as a huge black boomerang-shaped this stuff was corning down con­
object pass over the area one day last tinuously . It was all over the place. It 
summer. The object released anum- was like a giant spiderweb but when 
ber of silvery balls or discs as it you touched it , it evaporated." 
passed. She called to her husband, Hummer alerted a neighbor who 
who came out with binoculars. He saw the objects, but got scared and 
said he was too late to see the main ran back in the house. 
object, but saw some of the discs . "The oxygen man came by and he 
They appeared to be at a very high picked up a piece of it, but it just 
altitude, he said. disappeared from his hand," Hum-

mer said . 
'Cobwebs' The oxygen man was delivering a 

Perhaps the strangest local story tank of oxygen for Hummer's sick 
comes from William F . Hummer of mother. He too watched the objects. 
222 Honeymoon Ave., who. with his "They were going in different 
neighbors. not only saw UFOs , but directions, grouping up then zipping 
picked up something they dropped . off," Hummer said . " They were 

Shortly after 2 p.m . May 4, 1981 , working in groups of twos and threes . 
Hummer was returning horne from a I'm not sure how many there were, 
motorcycle ride when he noticed they moved that fast." 
" cobwebs" hanging from the houses One of the things finally moved to 
in his neighborhood , da ngling from where Hummer could watch it with 
telephone wires and draped over his back to the sun. " It was round and 
parked cars. Wispy material was metal with a dome and a kind of peak 
dropping from the sky as Hummer on it," he said . "It flew off one way 
parked his bike and he looked up to and tilted down and I got it good ·in 
see where it came from . the binoculars. Then it shot back the 

"There was something up near the other way without turning around or 
sun moving around," he said. "It was anything. " 
hard to see, so I went inside and got Hummer said he knew then that 
binoculars . I could see these things - whatever he was seeing was not man­
discs - working back and forth and made. 

webs" in the vicinity of Honey, moon Street. 
· (Danville News- Mark Tomeo) 

lines into view. The object was elliptical and the " toil" was invisible 
to the naked eye. 

"We're talking something highly 
sophisticated here," he said . "All I 
could think was, 'what is this , what 
am I seeing?' This wasn't some 
government thing. They can 't even 
get NASA right. This was way ad­
vanced to go that quick . I wouldn't 
mind having two in the garage." 

The sighting lasted about about an 
hour. Around 2:30 p.m ., Hummer's 
sister, Marie, came horne. 

" I could see silky cobwebs in great 
big strands," she. said . "It would 
break off and you could see these 
things like flying saucers up by the 
sun . Way, way up, you could see big 
masses of this stuff- I call it cob­
webs - flying around for a long 
time." 

The cobwebs, sometimes called 
"angel hair," have been reported 
dozens of times the world over in con­
nection with UFO sightings . Some 
UFO!ogists speculate it is a type of 
exhaust from the objects, but it never 
lasts long enough to be analyzed . 

Characteristically, the Honeymoon 
Street cobwebs evaporated within an 
hour. 

"It was white and like ash or dan­
delion spores," Hummer said . " You 
could crunch it up in your hand and it 

(Photo courtesy PASU) 

was gone ." 
Hummer has never again seen a 

UFO. but he bought a book on the 
subject after his ex penence. The 
book is well-thumbed and contains 
several famous UFO photographs. 
Hummer pointed one oul. It is an 
enlargement of the 1\lcMiPm·ille. 
Ore .. UFO. photographcLI by Paul 
Trent See page 21. 

"That's it," he said. "That's the 
one I saw. I'm not the only guy who's 
seeing these things. I don 't want to 
see them again . You 're dealing with 
the unknown." 
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Nat~S, Omvi.lle, PA - Feb. 26, 1988 ex: L. Whitehurst 

Author of UFO abduction study wins award 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Dr. 

Thomas E. Bullard of the University 
of Indiana recently became the first 
recipient of the Award for 
Distinguished UFO Research from 
the Fund for UFO Research, a non­
profit organization founded in 1979 to 
support serious scientific work in the 
UF0f1eld. 

Bullard authored a 350-page study 

of abduction reports, one of the most 
mystifying aspects of the UFO 
phenonema. Abduction cases involve 
reports by witness who are taken 
against their will into what appears 
to be a craft by UFO occupants for 
unknown purposes. 

Abductions have gained con­
siderable public attention from three 
major books, "Communion," the 

t 

best-seller by Whitley Strieber, and 
"Missing Time" and "Intruders" by 
veteran UFO investigator Budd 
Hopkins . 

Bullard analyzed over 300 cases of 
abductions dating back to the late 
19th century, but concentrated on the 
last two decades. He used the catalog 
"as a data base for comparative 
analysis" to find constants and 

I 1 
•• 
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Tom Weber, an organizer of the UFO Site Center Corp., d$$cribes the message which will 
emanate skyward from a proposed spacecraft landing pad near Elmwood. The figures, 
observable from passing UFOs, show a man and extraterrestrial coming together in 
friendship. - staff photo by Jim Anderson 

Elmwood ideal setting 
for a UFO landing pad 

By Jim Anderson 
STAH- W'<t '-

ELMWOOD, Wis. - Like a 
massive interplanetary candle in a 
window, a lighted message ema­
nating from a hillside near Elm­
wood soon will beam a warm and 
friendly welcome to wayfaring 
alien spacecraft, if developers of a 
UFO landing site have their way . 

An announcement two months 
ago that a corporation had been 
formed to raise $50 million for 
building a 2 square-mile facility to 
provide a landing pad for space­
ships and study UFOs has thrust 
this village of 991 people into the 
national limelight . 

Fund raising i ~ progressing 
rapidly, and more details about 
the project - including its mes­
sage encouraging a close encount­
er of the neighborly kind - were 
explained for about 100 residents 
during a meeting Sunday . 

Ideal location 
Elmwood is a natural site for 

such a project, according to Tom 
Weber, a Chippewa Falls 
businessman who founded the 
UFO Site Center Corp., and 
Donald Schmitt, co-director and 
investigator for the J . Allen 
Hynek Center for UFO Studies 
based in Chicago. 

" Elmwood has an unusual set of 
experiences, a series of incidents, 
that is highly related to other 
areas, not only in this state, not 
only in this country, but through­
out the world," Schmitt said . 

Many local residents have 
claimed to have seen UFOs in the 

SCHMITT: 

'Elmwood has an 
unusual set of 
experiences, a series of 
incidents, that is highly 
related to other areas, 
not only in this state, 
not only in this country, 
but throughout the 
world.' 

northeast Pierce County com­
munity - the most famous being 
two reports in the mid-1970s by 
the late George Wheeler, a village 
police officer. 

Elmwood and other rural com­
munities seem to be most attrac­
tive to alien visitors. "Elmwood 
just happens to be one of those 
particular towns that, for some 
reason, UFOs have singled out," 
Schmitt said, adding that a series 
of sightings also were reported 
about a year ago south of Madi­
son, Wis . 

"Most UFO sightings are not 
by accident,'' he said. "The more 
we check into this, the more we 
fmd that it all seems to be 
preplanned. So there's some pur­
pose, some intent behind the 
phenomena .' ' 

Community awareness 
THe area meets criteria that is 

almost a prerequisite for the 
hundreds of sightings he has 
investigated: It's rural, secluded, 

full of hills and valleys and roads 
are sparsely traveled. 

Community awareness and 
acceptance of UFOs was another 
reason Elmwood was a good site, 
Weber added. "There's not a lot 
of educating," he said . "You were 
not difficult, as a community, to 
approach." 

While entirely separate entities, 
the community's UFO Days held 
the last weekend of July was 
another factor. 

"The fact that your town celeb­
ration, that your entire lives, are 
so entwined in the phenomena, 
spoke of the community . And it 
made your community desirable 
from that aspect," Weber said . 

His original vow to the Village 
Board that the project will not go 
ahead without community support 
still holds. 

Dubiousness and ~kepticism go 
with the territory, Weber said, but 
his rejection of a substantial 
donation from a person whose net 
worth exceeded $100 million indi­
cates his sincerity. A number of 
wealthy individuals have offered 
support , but that particular dona­
tion came with strings attached. 

When the project comes "we 
want it to be something that is 
truly wholesome, .and in the clean­
spirted way in which we have 
conducted ourselves to this 
point," he said . 

Pictorial message 
According to the plan, a large 

pictorial message in J.isbts will 
catch the attention of spKCCraft 

meaningful patterns in the reports. 
"Any conclusions about the nature 

of abductions must leave the question 
open," he said. " Even if abductions 
are objective, the beings keep them 
screened with confusion and the vic­
tims are hardly at their best as ob­
servers. If abductions are subjective, 
we confront irrational subconscious 
experiences with which science is ill-

tooling along over western Wis­
consin. 

Separate figures of a man about 
one-quarter mile long will be seen, 
Weber said, along with what 
generally is considered a standard 
extraterrestrial: a smaller huma­
noid figure with a disproportion­
ately large head and eyes, but 
small nose and mouth. 

Lines from those will link to a 
third figure picturing the two 
creatures shaking hands, with a 
lighted arrow pointing to the 
landing pad . The message, basi­
cally, is "let's get together here, 
friend." From there, it is hoped 
communication will be estab­
lished. 

Sighting a UFO is an extraordi­
nary experience, Schmitt said. For 
some, it is almost religious . 

Those encountering aliens are 
lucky, he said, "because from 
then on their lives don't seem so 
mundane . Little -thing~ that 

equipped to cope." 
Pointing out the consistency of the 

reports, Bullard notes the descrip­
tions seem too complex and unusual 
to repeat by chance alone. 

"What we cannot forget is the 
eerieness of abductions," he said. 
"The reports never fail to remind us 
of that." 

bother so many of us don't bother 
these people, because they see a 
different picture. They see things 
that are beyond earth." 

Dignified atmosphere 
Despite secretly acknowledging 

the existence of UFOs, the official 
stance of the U.S . government is 
to debunk them. Discomfort 
about the unknown makes that an 
easy attitude to adopt, he said . 

Schmitt said Elmwood residents 
will share the distinction o( what 
will be a landmark scientific 
achievement. 

"Above all, retain a dignity of 
the town, of what your association 
with this project - and of the 
phenomena of the subject itself­
will entail," he said. "Obviously, 
this could degenerate into a circus 
atmosphere. Anci 1 can happily 
say, speaking for myself, I don't 
see that happening at all." 

BEm<SHIRE EAGLE, Pittsfield, MA 
April 22, 1988 ex: B. Gr"eemlood 

Physical evidence? 

Report of UFO 
over Egremont 
is investigated 

By Erik Bn1aJ1 
~ Eac» Slaft 

EGREMONT - In an incident reminiscent of a scene from the movie 
"Close Encounters of the Third Kind," an unidentified flying object 
reportedly was observed in North Egremont last weekend. 

The sighting was the latest in a series of reports ofUFOs being seen by 
people along the Massachusetts-New York state line, said Gary Levine an 
investigator for the Mutual UFO Network. ' 

"We've had some reported siP,tings along the border between Columbia 
County and Berkshire County,' Levine said. "We've also heard of other 
sightings that have not been officially rerrted. The UFOs haven't been 
identified as helicopters or astronomica phenomena. No conventional 
explanations can be made for them." 

Police Chief Michael Balcom said a "responsible" resident reported this 
week seeing a flying object with bright lights hovering above North 
Egremont. He said the sighting was made Sunday at about 8 a.m. but was 
not reported until Tuesday night. Balcom forwarded the information to the 
UFO Phenomena Research and Reporting Center in Seattle. They sent 
Levine to investigate. 

Physical evldtuce 
"Levine said the report seemed to be legitimate. According to the person 

who saw it, the UFO had an elliptical shape and bright white lights, Levine 
said. It remained stationary at about a »degree angle above the ground 
for between 60 and 90-~nds before departing, Levine said. 

Physical evidence of the UFO may have been left, and tests are being 
undertaken to determine whether the evidence can be explained, he said . 

"Samples are being evaluated beca~ of the nature of the physical 
evidence," Levine said. "The evidence was left in a very orderly manner . 
There were very precise measurements involved, which would make one 
suspicious that it was something of si~cance. " 

Neither Levine nor Balcom would reveal what the evidence was, the 
specific location of the sighting or the person who reported it. 

Other reports 

Levine, who said he has a doctorate and has been investigating UFOs for 
several years, said similar reports have been made in northern and 
northeastern Columbia County near the Massachusetts border in the last 
two weeks. 

In one incident, he said, a person saw an object with bright white lights 
hovering OYer a t'Vnlllarea -fu several seconds. 

If a UFO is sighted, Levine said, it should be reported and a regular 
procedure is followed. U the UFO center believes the report is legitimate, 
an investigator goes to the scene to determine what happened. Details of 
the sighting, such as where and when it occurred, what was seen and who 
made the sighting are recorded. 

Levine said anyone who has made a sighting or knows of a sighting 
should write him at P .O. Box 1485, Kingston, N.Y. 12401. 
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ARKANSAS Q\ZEPI'E, Little Rock, AR - May 8, 1988 

Mother records father's vision of heaven under a cottonwood 
-MAYFLOWER. 

MARJORIE SIMON FOUND it as 
she went through some old family 
papers. 

to the mountains,' and I went. I 
climbed to the top. Then I saw a 
higher mountain. I climbed to the 
top of it." 

"I saw my body lying on the 
ground by the tree." 

God and Jesus told him it was 
about 700 miles up to Heaven, re­
quiring three minutes travel. 

wide gate and into another street. 
All the streets were walled with 
green vines." 

seats)." 

* * * CHARLIE TOLD, AND Beta 
wrote down, that the streets of 
Heaven were gold. They were 

her father's 
words. 

Written 
down by her 
mother. 

Up there was a cottonwovd tree. 
"I climbed to the top of the tree. 

Then a voice said to me, 'Come 
down, Charlie. Come down, son. ' " 

Charlie Woodard thought it was 
his father calling him. 

"There was about a 20-foot hole 
in the sky. It came down until it 
was under us. 

The street went clear across 
Heaven. And it was inside a build­
ing. 

*** CHARLIE WOODARD, WHO had 

And the walls under the vines 
were all colors, with gold and 
silver predominant. 

Charlie 
and Beta 
Woodard 
farmed near 
Waldron. 

Charlie 
Woodardbe­
ganhisac­
count, " I sat 
in my chair 
the last Sun­
day in 1931 
and either 

*** "I CAME DOWN TO about eight 
feet of ground and I saw two men. 
One was an extra large man, the 
other not quite as large. It was God 
and Jesus. (God the larger one.) 
They were in what they called a Pi­
lot. It was a round room about 10 
feet high, eight feet across, with a 
screen all around and a post in the 
center of the room. The room had 
seats with our backs to the center 
post. They invited me to get in the 
Pilot/ ' 

"We were in Heaven." 

* * * BET A WOODARD ASKED her 
husband to slow down. 

Charlie went on, "There was a 
large lake of water southeast of us 
and a large green meadow north­
east. Then we went west about 50' 
yards in our Pilot to a wall of green 
vines. There was lots of room in 
heaven. It was several miles 
large." 

left his body on earth, lying on the 
ground under a cottonwood tree­
he went into the Heaven building. 

"Everyone was dressed in white, 
standing, smiling, their hands 
reached out as if to shake hands 
with me. I went up the street with 
both hands stretched out. I went 
up to where God and Jesus were 
sitting on the Throne." 

"There was nobody west of the 
street that went north and south 
but God and Jesus. They told me 
that I could go anywhere I wanted 
to. I did not know anyone in 
Heaven but my mother and she 
acted like all the rest of them. Just 
smiled and reached out her hand 
as if to shake hands with me." 

* * * Arkansas 
Traveler 
Charles Allbright 

Now Charlie saw himself 
dressed in white, like the others. 

MARJORIE SIMON'S father was 

Their Pilot landed on an elevator 
and went up. 

"God had me sit by Him and 
Jesus on the Throne. I asked them 
why did they want me to sit on the 
Throne with them when 
everybody else was standing up 
(although there was lots of 

52 when he sat in the chair at 
Waldron and dreamed his dream, 
or had his vision. 

had a dream or a vision. I thought I 
had prayed all day and had got no­
where when a voice said to me, 'Go 

Charlie Woodard got in and 
looked back. 

"I was so amazed and while I 
was watching, God and Jesus dis­
appeared for awhile. I went 
through a 20-foot street, through a 

He lived on 14 years past Beta 
Woodard , and was 89 before lle 
learned how much of it was L 1e 
truth. 

j Probe of UFO sighting closed 
~ By TERRI SOMERS 
~ Press Manahawkin Bureau 

people claim ing to have seen it. after they've read 
about it. Frankly. we're getting a little tired of it." 
he said. 

u5 THE FEDERAL Aviation Administration offi- He admitted the police department was laugh-
cially has closed its investigation into several re- ing at what he called the "hype" the people and 

~ ports of an unidentified flying object in Atlantic media were making of the sighting. 

speed of about 30 mph slower than her car. she 
said. The gray metallic-colored object was about 10 
times bigger than her car. was about 80 to 100 feet 
in diameter and was flying 150 to 200 yards above 
her car, she said. 

tJ County this week. Southern Ocean County police departments 

She said it had two large headlights that glowed 
white and several smaller white and green lights 
underneath that blinked intermittently. It made no 
sound. 

Egg Harbor Township police, who were the yesterday said they have not received any sighting 
gs first to receive telephone calls from residents claim- reports, but expect they might after residents start 
~ ing to have seen a UFO, said they are tired of the hearing or reading about them. "It definitely wasn't a blimp, a helicopter. a 

plane or a balloon. It didn't have wings or any type 
of propeller device that I could see," she said. 

continuing reports and are laughing at what they The radar at the FAA technical center showed 
~ ... called "sensationalism" in the press. nothing at the time of the sightings despite the clear 

But one report of a sighting made by a Wild- weather and 12-mile visibility, Willett said. 

i wood radio station reporter, whom an FAA official 
"I have never seen anything like it,'' she said. 

"I was not drinking. I was not tired and I would 
still swear to seeing it." calls a credible witness, has planted a question in Willett. who has security clearance to any 

some minds. secretive flights or testing at the center, said no such The National UFO Reponing Center in 
Seattle, an organization supporting the existence or' 
UFOs. said Ms. Burckmyer's description was credi­
ble, Willett said. 

Why did so many people report seeing bright testing took place that night. 
~ lights and something hovering in the air, while Because the FAA could not confirm anything 
z radar at the FAA Technical Center, Pomona section on its radar, the case is closed, Willett said. 

of Galloway Township, picked up nothing but two "But what made all this interesting is a call I 
~ air cargo planes heading for McGuire Air Force got yesterday (Wednesday) from a reporter," he 
~ Base 20 minutes before the first report of a sighting? said. 

Ms. Burckmyer said she has been inundated 
with calls from people claiming to witness the same 
object, but is concerned about the sensationalism of 
the sighting and its effect on her journalistic credibi­
lity. 

Egg Harbor Township police received the first "Not only did she see it and was unable to 

i reports of the UFOs around 9:15 p.m. Tuesday. identify it, but she had a rather vivid and direct 
FAA spokesman Anthony Willett said. description of it," he said. 

Police said it is not unusual to see strange Mary Burckmyer, a reporter for WCMC-AM in 

"Things have been a little sensational in the 
press, but maybe that's because I was a little excited 
the first day after it happened." she said. "I don 't 
know what it was, but that doesn't mean I am 
saying it was a spaceship or little green men or 
anything like that. 

lights in the sky in that area. Wildwood, was driving on the Garden State P<~'"k-

~
... "There are always jets and planes all over the way on her way home from work about 12:30 a.m. 

skies around here," Sgt. John DeAngelis said. "It Wednesday when she saw what she later reported to 
could have been someone flying into or out of Willett and continues to maintain she saw. 
Atlantic City, McGuire or Dover, Del." "I was driving north on the parkway ... when 

As news of the sightings spread, the number of I looked up and saw two very bright lights on a 
reported sightmgs increased and the area where they flying object," Ms. Burckmye( said. 
are seen grew, DeAngelis said. The object was enormous and elliptical in 

"We're getting calls from all over now of shape, and was traveling north to south at a steady 

"I have always considered myself a serious 
journalist, and it would make me sick if anything I 
said would hurt my credibility. But I hope because 
of this, people might take what I reported se­
riously," she said. "It is my job to report what I see 
and that is, in fact , what I did." 

LEl\DER-~, Eau Claire, WI - Feb. 14, 1988 CR: R. Heiden 

Experiences of chief 
made wife a believer 

ELMWOOD - Doris Wheeler 
heartily endorses ·Elmwood as a 
landing site and communications 
center for extraterrestrial beings . 

Mrs . Wheeler , 70, is the widow 
of the former Elmwood Police 
Chief George Wheeler, the man 
who spotted two unidentified flying 
objects (UFOs) in the mid-1970s. 
She said she was very skeptical 
about UFOs until George made her 
a believer. 

"I know they're there ," she said 
after Saturday's news conference 
called by UFO Site Center Corp . 

George Wheeler. who died in 
1978, always was looking for 
UFOs, Mrs . Wheeler said . He 
found his first about 2 a .m. one 
spring night while on patrol in the 
northeast side of the village, she 
said. 

Wheeler told his wife that a light 
kept coming toward him . He 
thought it was a plane about to 
crash. and it came close enough 

that he dove out of his police car. 
But the light passed silently over 
him and headed to the south side of 
the village, Mrs. Wheeler said. 

The police chief drove toward it, 
but the object headed off to the 
southwest. He contacted the Pierce 
County Sheriffs Department and 
was told that office had received 
"all kinds of calls" about the ob­
ject, she said. 

Wheeler's second sighting, a 
year later, "was a little more trau­
matic,' ' Mrs . Wheeler said . 

Wheeler was on patrol at about 
10:30 p.m. in Butternut Park when 
" he saw this big, bright light, " she 
said. 

Thinking there was a fire. 
Wheeler drove to the top of a hill 
near an old quarry with an elec­
trical substation below and got out 
of the car. 

Wheeler told his wife that he saw 
a pright "saucer-shaped" thing and 
" he said he could see the people 

moving around in it." A hose-like 
object seemed to extend from the 
object, she added . 

• 'George said there was a blue 
light streamed at him . He said he 
didn't pass out, but he was 
stunned," she said . 

Mrs . Wheeler said she heard him 
report the incident on the police 
radio . Another man and Pierce 
County authorities headed to the 
area, she said. 

Afterward, Mrs. Wheeler took 
her husband to a doctor, who could 
not find anything wrong with him . 
Wheeler still did not feel well, and 
a few days later he was hospital­
ized, first in Menomonie and then 
in Eau Claire . 

• 'They never diagnosed him with 
anything," Mrs . Wheeler said. 
"He ~~d horrible nightmares after­
ward . 

Mrs . Wheeler, who moved to 
Stillwater. Minn . a year ago. gave 
her reports and materials about the 
incidents to UFO Site Center Corp. 
She said she was delighted when 
Tom Weber, the firm's founder, 
visited her in Stillwater. 

Weber said an Elmwood woman 
reported that an unidentified object 
followed her in her car for several 
miles . The woman was transporting 
children at the time, and "the chil­
dren were terrified," Weber said. 

Mrs . Wheeler said her husband' s 
experiences convinced her that 

there might be something substan­
tial to reports about UFOs. She 

Doris Wheeler 
Supports proposed UFO landing site 

noted that she and her husband 
were married for 32 years . 

"I knew when he was fooling 
and when he wasn.' t, and he wasn't 
fooling, " she said. 

-Jim Daly 
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~ UFOs leave 
J strange 
~ calling cards 
o; n_,. MARK TOI\IEO 
u NP-.u Starr Wrltf'r 

GHI-:ENSHURG, l'a . - UnidE•n ­
CX) tifi<'d flyin~ objects havt" l<'fl stran~<' 
CO c:~lling cards In a pair or cast's in-
0'1 \"<'lltif!:tted by St:~n Gordon'!! l'<'n-

n!llylvania A:o:!'oci:~tion for the Study 
~ or th<' Un<'XJllained . 
N Onf' night in October J!lfi.c;, a 

rN;id<'nt or Monaca in Reavt>r 
~ Township watrhed n 25-foot -widt' 
~ LIFO ~l.1nding in a hayfield on wh:~t 

appearf'd to be t'il!ht-rool -long bt'ams 
or li~<:hl. TIM.> objt'l:l rt'mninl'fi in the 

~ rield lonJl l'nOUI!h for the witn<'!ls to 
f<'lrh his wift', and th<'Y hoth watched 

_i a!> the "be:~ms" rl'l~act<'d and the 
~ disc rose into th<' sky with a sound 
·r-1 like rushing air and flew away. 
~ The p.1ir d<'S<'rib<'d th<' object as a ha\·ing dull silvl'r metal skin . They 

could sN• lrl'<'s thrmtl!h the liJ!hl 
.. IX'ams and "portholes" or lil!hl ontht' 
~ disc's perim<'lt'r. A dnrk circl<' was 
~ visihlf' on the underside as the ohject 

rJeworr . 
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~ UFOs: Are They Up 
~ There ... or Down Here'? 
~ by Wendelle C. Stevens, Lt. 
§ Col., USAF (Ret.) 

Unidentified flying objects are 
r-- not a local flash-in-the-pan 
~ phenomenon. It is true that for 

any given locality they are 
~ briefly reported and then forgot­
a ten until the next time, which 

may be months or years. The 
fact of the matter is that these 

6 exotic activities are being re-
ported all over the world every 

gf day. 

} 

It is commonly estimated by 
those ·who research these 
things. that an average of 70 

!Q UFO observations or contacts 
~ take place here on our planet 

every day of our lives, and 
~ despite what you read in the 
tj papers and see and hear on 
c:: television and radio, there is no 

have a member who had ob­
served the phenomenon. Few 
kept records for fear of discov­
ery. 

Finds metal disc 
The husband r<'htrn<'d to the field 

thl' next day to~~~ if the object h.1d 
scorrhf'd the ground or lf'fl any sign 
or its pr<'sence. Instead, he 
discovered a cir<'ular metal disc or 
plate about two feet in diam<'ter and 
thr~-f'ii!htllll of an lnrh thirk with a 
om•-inrh hole in the C('lller lyinl! on 
I~ f!round below where the ohjl'ct 
had hovered. 

STRANGE FINDS - - A Monaco man found this metal disc in a 

hayfield at the spot he sow a UFO hoveri"g on beams of light. A 
lower left Is a photograph of a strange conical object found near a 
home in Herminie following a UFO event . 

~
o noticeable diminishment in this 

activity. There is only a decline 
in public reporting. The phe-

1 
nomenon has not gone away, 
but on the contrary is seen to be 
on an ever-increasing scale. 
And no part of our world is 
exempt from this activity. 

Wrth the relaxing of the dosed 
society in 1979 and the new 
openness allowed, the Chinese 
discovered that we were having 
the same problems with our 
"Western trick" as they, and 
that the whole world was expe­
riencing the phenomena with 
nobody having any real an­
swers. They published a report 
of a UFO sighting over Peking. 
and received an avalanche of 
letters from other observers; 
they published again and circu­
lated more widely and received 
literally hundreds of repcrts . 
They allowed the formation of 
an officially approved private 
UFO research group in Wuhan 
University, which quickly grew 
into a large organization and 
began publishing the first UFO 
magazine in China, and this 
was published by the State 
press. They sold out all 
300,000 copies of the first issue 
in two days. They began to 
seek active exchanges of UFO 
information with other re­
searchers around the world and 
within one year had three UFO 
journals going. 

HI! hrought the rlale hnme and set 
it nul!'idt" hi~ barn wllh other ohjl'ch 
that compri!'it' the flol~:~m amf jel11.1111 
of lire on a rarm -wagon wheels, old 
plow parts and rusty tools . 

The plait' sal outdoors for several 
years bl'rort' the story or the sighting 
and the man'!! find n-ached thl' ears 
ol a PASU field rnt'archer. One or 
Gordon's aR<'nts Unnlly contact<'d th<' 
pair, recordf'd the story and took the 
plate ror metallurgical examination. 
The field agent noted that dC!Ipite 
yt"ars or exposure lo the elements, 
the plate did not have a speck of rust 
on it. 

Questions remain 
"We had it analyzed and found it 

was made of very high quality 
stainless steel," Gordon said . "It's 
earthly material, but it still poses a 
lot ol questions." 

One question concerns ~ight little 
holes burned cleanly through the disc 
aa if by la!ll'r . The holt'S - clun and 
even- show no sign of "puddlinR" as 
they would if they wt're made with a 
torch. Similarly. three areas near the 

plate's edge are carved out to dir­
r~~nt depths. AI som~ points the cuts 
also go clear through the plate. 

Analysts told Gordon the cuts look 
like cavitation whe~ extremely high 
pressure has leaked through a seal. 
Ex~ts have so far been unable to 

determine whe~ such a plate was 
rnanufaclu~ or what It's hw. 
''The~ 'a no Industry or ractorit"!! · 

around Monaca for milt'S," Gordon 
said. "I'm not saying it's a pi('('e ol a 
nylng saucer, but It was found at the 
spot where a UFO was sighted · 
hovering. 

"Maybe It is a lin~," he uid. 
"Maybe they use stainless steel as 
well. Maybe they Rot It somewhere 
on F..arth, examined and teslf'd it, 
and discarded it In that Oeld. Maybe 
alif'n intf'llig<'n<'t'li inlroducf'd it to 
misl<"arl wiln<'S!I<'S and in ­
vt>StiR:~Ior!l ." 

The Herminie object . 
In a similar cas<'. a couplE' in Her­

minie in Wf'Stmorf'lancl County 
disl·overl'd a diamnnd-!iha(l<'d object 
in th('ir yard following a sighting of 
slran~t" lights in June or 1980. 

The couple called their son, a ,;late 
trooper In llarri~burg, who r<'ferred 
them to PASU . Gordon rctril'\'M this 
ohjc>ct as well and had it annlyzed 

(Danville News- Mark Tom eo) 

and X-rayf'd. 
The Herminie object looks like two 

cones joined boltom to bottom . It ' :o; 

about 22 incht>s long , a bit OV('r on<' 
foot in diameter, weighs 22 1.':. pounds, 
is composf'd of No. 316 stainless ~t<'f•l. 
and is non-magnetic, hollow, empty 
and utterly bafning. 

"Once again, something weird was 
l~rt 1M-hind afl('r a UFO sighting," h<' 
said . "And once again . it could havf' 
hf'en made on Earth hut Wl' hav('n"t 
llf'f'n ahle to identify whf'r(' or what 
for." 

The llerminlr. couple still kl'<'p the 
douhle cone. rl('rh:~ps to r('fllinrlthrm 
or the pos!lihililies and mysteri<'ll of 
tire. 

Sl:~n Gordon kl'<'ps the pl:~le given 
to him by the witn<'!ls in Monaca It 
allracl.~ a lot of attention wh('n he 
l'xhihits it at UI'O com·l'nlions and 
lectures . It (ueJs SJlC'('Utation. 

The outer edge or the plate is 
discolored and scorf'd with circular 
scratches. It l011ks like it was on~e 
l!t"aled into a laq~t>r device but came 
loose, leaked and failed . 

But what device. and what did il 
leak to causE' the gouges? 

l>id aliens make a qukk pit stop 
and repair In that field before moving 
on? 

A good example of this, and 
one which proved the theory, 
wag the case of the People's 
Republic of China, completely 
closed to all outside contact 
from 1947 to 1979. China also 
lacked the kind of popular news 
media familiar to the West, and 
its news reporting was tightly 
controlled by the Communist 
Party. Besides this, the Chi­
nese Communist Party haa 
been fooled by the Russians 
into believing that the UFOs 
that did get reported were the 
evidence of a Western trick 
designed to fool the wise Chi­
nese. 

Despite all this disadvantage, 
observations were made and 
clandestine exchange of sight­
ing reports and information was 
going on, though at a very low 
level. UFO observations and 
experiences were carefully 
kept deep dark secrets in those 
families unfortunate enough to 

As we were one of the re­
searchers contacted we were 
given 600 Chinese UFO re­
ports from inside· China since 
194 7 in exchange for a number 
of UFO photographs we had. 
We translated and published 
our first comprehensive report 
on UFO cases in China, the first 
in the English language in the 
world, in a 352-page hard cover 
book. privately printed and sold 
by direct mail. The title is UFOs 
over Modem China. Copies 
may still be ordered by sending 
an $16.20 check for pre-paid 
shipment to Southern Califor­
nia Senior Life, 9075 W. Pico 
Blvd., Suite 203, Los Angeles, 
CA 90035. 

j UFO Sightings Continue in 
~ Gulf Breeze Area 

MORE UFO SIGHTINGS 
On Sunday night, March 13, 

around 10-10:30, .Dennis Warren 
received a call from his mother 
advising him that a friend of theirs 

The viewer watched as it stopped 
and hovered, then began a back 
and forth movement, north to 
south, then south to north , and 
north to south aga in, finally des­
cending slowly near the shore. 

BY DIANA K. HANSEN 
Da na Gibson , a hairdresser at 

Baybridge Hair Design spotted a 
~ UFO on her way home last Friday 
CTI night. She reports, ··1 was driving 

east on Hwy. 98 between 7:30 and 
.. 7:45 p.m. As I neared the Tom 

;:;; Thumb by Villa Venyce, I looked 
toward the bay. I saw what I 

i thought was a plane. Then I real ­
ized it couldn't be a plane. There 
was a cluster of white lights ... but 

1 they weren't really white. There 
...:l were no blinking or red and green 
~ lights. It was moving faster than a 

plane and it was not as high as a 

~
~ plane. It crossed over the highway 

then hovered for a couple of 
seconds over the trees. Then it 
moved back over the highway and 

~ shot straight down toward the 
r-;:::j east. " 
(!) By this time Dana had pulled into 

the Santa Rosa Bank parking lot to 

1
.. watch the object. With in a few 

seconds all of the lights on the 
object blinked out - and finally the 
entire craft went dark and disap­
peared from sight. 

Ropr McCann , and his l3 year 

BY ALLISON BROWN 
Wednesday, March 23, 1988, 

from 7 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. on 
Pensacola Beach overlooking the 
sound . 

The viewer saw a total of three 
objects; two concentrated in Gulf 
Breeze east of the Hospital , and 
the third one over by the Tiger Point 
area . 

·· It had to have been the craft 

old daughter, Jennife r, and 8 year 
old son , Trey, had a very exciting 
experience on Sunday night, 
March 20 . 

At about 8 :10 p .m .. the 
McCann's and three adult friends 
spotted three UFO's hovering in a 
triangular position above the 
beach . ·-we were about one half 
way between the second water 
tower and the National Seashore," 
Roger reported. "One of the ·ships 
was larger than the other two." 

The owners of McCann Insu­
rance Agency and the Jolly Roger 
ch~rter boat, Roger had been very 
skeptical about the reported UFO 
sighting in the area . "I have never 
seen any of the pictures or articles 
that have been published," said 
Roger, "so I don't know what eve­
ryone else has seen . I just know 
that these were not experimental 
aircraft ... this was for real." 

The group had been watching 
the crafts for about ten minutes 
when another small ship whizzed 
by about 1000 yards offshore. They 
were able to get a good enough 
view to give this description: "It was 

because -they~ tl>o ~" 
said the -.eweY. 

The objects wel'a bright clear 
lights .WCh hoW~ above the 
trees a few minutes, then dropped 
down disappeared, then appeared 
again moments later. 

"Then. one at the time, the lights 
would appear four to five ti(Ties 
brighter then drop down and 
disappear." 

kind of oblong - almost like you'd 
see in a space movie. There were 
four strobe lights on the top of the 
craft. The lights were pulsating. 
Toward the lower middle of the 
craft there was a row of yellow 
lights that were fixed ... these were 
portholes we think. Along the bot­
tom of the craft there was a row of 
rotating lights. They were a yellow­
ish color. 

The group of six were all trying to 
share two pairs of binoculars so 
things were confusing at times. But 
two of the group reported seeing 
blue beams shooting out from the 
largest ship. One observation was 
that the largest ship seemed to be 
pulsating - changing shape. 

The ships moved out of sight 
once an aircraft appeared in pur­
suit. But not before the group 
enjoyed about 15 minutes of enter­
tainment by the UFOs. 

Now I'm anxious to see the pic ­
tures and articles that have been in 
the Sentinel," said Roger. "This 
was the most exciting thing I've 
ever seen in my life." 

was watching a UFO. Dennis, who 
lives on the sound side of Pensac­
ola Beach, south of Shoreline Park, 
took his binoculars out onto the 
deck and saw two very bright lights 
moving toward him down the Gulf 
Breeze peninsula. 

The lights went below the tree 
line near Shoreline Park, but 
popped back up, first moving west­
ward past Deer Point, then east­
ward toward Shoreline Park, finally 
vanishing below the tree line once 
again. Dennis continued to watch 
as the lights popped up once again 
over the trees and moved off to the 
northeast and out of sight. 

" I watched the whole thing 
through my 7x50 binoculars," he 
said. "No helicopter or airplane 
light configuration matched what I 
saw." 

"I'm not going to jump on the 
band wagon and tell you I've seen a 
UFO," he quickly added, "but I did 
see something I've never seen 
before. The intensity of the lights 
kept me from seeing what was 
behind them." 

Another viewer states that she 
was at home in Navarre on Thurs-

"1 never saw them go up," sa1d day evening, March 17, at 8:50 
the sighter. "I just saw them go p.m., when she noticed a very large 
down, then reappear." The viewer bright light moving from southwest 
also mentioned a large amount of to northeast. It was over the sound 
airtraffic in the area that night. about five miles west of the bridge. 

"But you could tell a distinct· "ltgotcloseenoughformetosee 
distinct difference between the air· a light on the bottom. which was 
plane and helicopter lights, and ' the brightest, lights on the top, and 
these weren't airplane or helicop· a spherical shape. The lights grew 
1er lights," said the vie\'.er. very bright and then dimmed. It 

was not a helicopter, nor an 
ai,.Piane." · 

"We climbed higher to keep it in 
sight, then it took on a red hue and 
went below tree level. " The mother 
and her daughters climbed up on 
the roof and watched a couple of 
minutes more, until they could no 
longer see it. The sighting lasted 
approximately 15-20 minutes. 

"Then we all got into the car to go 
look for it, thinking we would see 1t 
through the trees. We drove about 
ten miles and, finding nothing, 
came back." 

A th ird person reported a sight­
ing which occurred on Wednesday, 
March 20, at 8:30p.m ., in the area 
of Villa Venyce and Blue Heron 
Cove. It was close, she reported, on 
the north side of her house. and 
very bright with a blue cast She 
stated it was small and had win­
dows. She watched it for approxi· 
mately one and one-half hours. 

Viewer stated that it appeared 
again on Thursday, March 21. It 
began descending then two air­
planes approached it and 1t disap­
peared . When the airplanes were 
gone, the UFO reappeared . 

On Sunday, March 24 , around 
8:30-9 p.m., viewer aga in saw a 
colorful object that lookej li ke a 
blue and red star above the ta ll 
trees at Soundside. 

" It was huge, with blue and red 
lights-not blinking-and we cou ld 11 
see windows in a circle. It was 
going down and went behind some 
trees over the sound . We pu lled off 
Hwy. 98 to get a closer look as 11 
went behind a house. " 



Myth or for real? UNI~-NEJiS, SpriD]field, MA 
April 20, 1988 rn: G. Earley 

USAF hooks closed on UFOs, 
but the stories won't go away 

By STAN FREEMAN 

0 
fficially. the U.S. Air Force closed 
the books on unidentified flying 
objects nearly 20 years ago, but 

there are those who insist UFOs are not 
goir.g to go away that easily. 

" It 's been estimated on a worldwide 
basis that there are 100 UFO reports per 
da y." said Ra y Fowler of the Mutual 
UFO Network in Wenham. a private 
organization that investigates UFO 
reports in Massachusetts. 

''And the latest polls show that the 
amount of people who believe that UFOs 
are real has steadily increased," he said. 

* * * 
Between 1948 and 1969. the U.S. Air 

Force investigated 12.618 reported UFO 
sightings under Project Blue Book. Out of 
that tota l, 701 sightings remained 
unexplained, abou t 5 percent of the total. 
Weather balloons and hobbyists ' model 
airplanes turned out to be some of the 
objects. once they were identified. 

The inves tigation included analysis at 
University of Colorado of 35 snapshots 
taken by people of what they claimed 
were UFOs. Of thf,se, nine were judged 
to have evidence of probable fabrication. 
seven were classified as photos of 
manmade phenomena, 12 did not provide 
enough information to make a judgment, 
and seven were classified as possible fab­
rications . 

The analysis found that none of the 
photographs were of "real objects of high 
strangeness." 

When Project Blue Book ended, the 21 
years of data was reviewed by the 
National Academy of Sciences and the 
conclusion was made that "little of 
anything has come from the study of 
UfOs that has added to scjent'ifi.c 
knowledge, and that further extensive 
study of UFOs is not justified.'' 

* * * 
At Westover Air Force Base in 

Chicopee, there are r.o UFO reports on 
record by pilots fl ying in or out of the 
base, said Air Force Reserves spokesman 
Frank Faulkner. 

At Bradley International Airport in 
Windsor Locks. Conn. , the story is simi­
lar. 

' 'I've been here two years and I 
haven 't had a pilot who said they saw 
one,'' said Mike Ross. a spokesman for 
Brad lev. 

At the Federal Aviation 
Administration's Air Traffic Control 
Center in Nashua, N.H., which monitors 
the high altitude air space over much of 
the northeast. pilots make one or two 
reports of unidentified flying objects a 
year in the region, said FAA spokesman 
Gordon Heritage, although no 
investigation is generally done to find out 
what the objects might be. 

However. reports of UFOs are 
occasionally called in to the airports and 
control centers from area residents who 
believe they have seen something 
suspicious. And sometimes those calls 
are informally referred to the Mutual 
UFO Network by officials. 

* * * 
In Western Massachusetts, a typical 

CFO sighting came on Sept. 10, 1987, 
bet'.vee!1 1 and 2 a.m .. when calls flooded 
into :ocal police stations in Springfield, 
Wilbraham and Westfield. A fleet of 
craft flving just over house rooftops. 
identified by callers as either 
military-type helicopters or UFOs, shook 
people out of bed with loud and 
frighte ning v1brat10ns. . . 

Officials fro m area airports and mili­
ta ry bases and the Federal Aviation 
Administration had no explanation for 
them. ·,v here they came from. what they 
were doing or where they were going. 
And CFO enthusiasts were quickly 
aro used . 

It was not until two davs later that 
officials at Pease Air Force Base in New 
Hampshire too k responsibility for them. 
savmg oniy that they were UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopters on their way to the 
base 1n the middle of the night. 

* * * 
Ra ·• Fowler. a res1dent of Wenham 

who (nvestigates many of the 

"It's been estimated on a worldwide basis that there 
are 100 UFO reports per day." 

-Ray Fowler, 
Mutual UFO Network, Wenham 

Massachusetts reports for the Mutual 
UFO Network, is the author of five books 
on UFOs. 

''About 80 percent (of liFO reports) 
can be explained away as 
misinterpretation of natural phenomena 
or misidentifications of common 
man-made objects," he said. 

Contran to the conclusions of the Air 
Force study. Fowler believes ··only a 
very few are hoaxes, and about 20 
percent remain unexplained after 
investigations. 

"One of the big waves (of UFO_ 
sightings) in Massachusetts was in 1966 
and another in 1973. During that period 
we were getting so many reports that we 
could pick and choose," he said . . 

Even during a period of slow down m 
reports. there may be several reported 
sightings a week, he said. And he 
estimated that only one in 10 sightings i:; 
actually reported "either because people 
do not know where to report them to . or 
they fear harrassment if they do ." 

* * * 
Since the Air Force Blue Book study 

ended, those who have continued to 
promote the idea that UFOs are in fact 
alien craft from outer space tend to 
frequently repeat two arguments - that 
the U.S. government actually decided 
UFOs are ships from outer space but has 
decided to hush it up for security 
reasons . and that the media is conspiring 
to keep the UFO story out of the news. 

However . these same people are often 
charged with trying to keep the UFO . 
issue alive to increase profits from the1r 
own UFO books, conferences. dubs and 
other schemes. 

* * * 
"There is no question that UFOs exist, 

and I mean extra-terrestrial craft ... said 
John Wallace Spencer of West 
Springfield. an author of several books on 
UFOs. including one linking UFOs to 
disappearances of ships and people in the 
Bermuda Triangle. 

Spencer claims there have been "hun­
dreds and hundreds" of legitimate 
landings of alien spaceships, but. he said. 
"It seems very clear that they don 't want 
to come in contact with us." 

A former UFO investigator for the U.S. 
Air Force. Spencer claims the Air Force 
owns film footage of UFOs taken from 
American planes that would prove they 
are in fact alien ships but has decided 
to keep it under lock and key . 

He said he became convinced that 
UFOs were real while investigating a 
reported sighting in Iowa for the U.S. Air 

Force. A huge circular zone was burned 
into a soybean field and there were no 
tracks leading out from the area. 

"Whatever did it had to fly in and 
leave the same way." he said. "It had to 
be the size of a three-bedroom house. 
And it did leave certain tripod landing 
marks." 

* * * 
Fowler also maintains the U.S. govern­

ment is suppressing the truth about 
UFOs. In fact. he maintains such craft 
have crashlanded and been recovered by 
the Air Force. 

''There seems to be solid evidence they 
have hardware and even perhaps, if you · 
can believe the rumors, they actually 
have bodies.·· 

He believes the truth is being 
suppressed because government officials 
are trightened by their "inability to cope 
with the public reaction.'~ 

A former planner of weapons systems 
for GTE Inc .. Fowler also believes alien 
craft have continually disrupted 
American weapon systems. And he 
believes alien cultures have been 
continually monitoring Earth cultures for 
centuries and the main reason they have 
never made contact with earthlings is 
that. '' like anthropologists. they would 
not want to contaminate the cultures 
they are investigating ... 

Yet. Fowler considers himself one of 
the ·'serious" UFO buffs. 

"You have the serious researchers who 
are investigating the phenomena in a sci­
entific and careful manner . On that side 
of it, yes. they do publish books. ·· 

* * * 
On the other side, says Fowler, ''You 

have the really kooky types who claim to 
go to Venus and have tea with the 
Venusians,'' who hold UFO symposiums 
and conferences and "charge $250 a 
head _., 

''The problem is they are muddying the 
waters for the serious UFO research. The 
serious people are always afraid oi being 
tainted by them ... said Fowler. 

Asked w.,y, af:te- a It these years of 
reported slghtings and landings. there is 
still no direct. indisputable evidence for 
the average person in the street. for 
instance a spaceship that lands in broad 
daylight and stays around long enough so 
that television cameras can photograph 
it at length, Fowler answers he does not 
know why. 

"But JUSt because we don·t have one in 
a garage somewhere. does that mean we 
should stop investigating them?" 

• 
~ 

• 
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FOREIGN NEWS 
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FLY 
~ By John Wilson 

0\ REVOLUTIONARY spacecraft built In New Zealand 
.: and powered by energy from oar hydro dams. 
N Tbat'1 abe dream of · Otqo VDJvenlty lectarer Dr Jaa Pajak wtao.e 
~ electridty-powered flytal •acer deslps are already attnetlq IDteraa­
g tJoaal batenst. ACHINE 
~~-called~ 
believes tt ~prod-

) 

action before tbe year 
2~36. 

He says the Mapocra1t 
will bave great ~tial 
for "openfnc unlimited 
cosmic resounes for col-

11! =~tlon aDd esplolta-

:! Tbe craft could also be-.. ~= T;v~a~1 
1 New Zea1aDdera, be says. 

Space 

It can travel through 
sOlid objects and runs 
on hydro dam power 

trolled by Con.taut adjust- . Tbe Ma!£: pr1Dci- AccordiDC to Dr Pajak 
One of Dr Pajak's sup- ment bY the Dl1ot ol a ple Is tbe cleve~ tbe Idea bU beeD aroUnd 

porters, Southland pub- super-powerful electro- meat of tbe e motOr, for aces and Is probably 

~
.. Usber Tom H~1 aaya tbe magne~-~ .... -

11 
......_ be Nya. bow most flyiDc Nucen 

Magnocraft cowo be used If's •uau~ ....,..,. ...... ..- Tbe craft wiH be aUent are powered. 
in a New Zealand effort to trany located with amaUer in met and will be able to u-e believes a aquadroD 
combat terrorism "or an motors situated around the travel at almost '10.000 of tbem craahed over tbe 
Ingeniously-contrived edae km / b - even tbroucb Soutb Is1aDd in 1171 AD, 
jaunt into apace". I>r PaJak says tbe solid objects. cauinc widespread death 

Detail~ _plans supplied Magnocraft's super-~- oceaTrlps .~ botandtomeveofn and deStruction. 
by Dr PaJak sbow a craft ful magnets will be able to D1c .. ~~ In Southland, wbere Dr 
that works via a powerful lift tbemselvel "and tbe to the centre of tbe earth Pajak lectured at tbe Com­
arrangement of electro- mass of the spacecraft at- will be poesible too, be munlty College in In­
magnets, drawtn\,!~n!jic tacbed to It as a result of says. verc:arlill, interest in the 
power from New 's the repulsive lnteractloo The Magnocraft will be MqooCraft was so bigla 
hydro-electric grid. with the magnetic fielcls of undetectable by radar, Dr tbaf be ran a coune Of 

The spaceciaft Ia con- earth, sun and gal&Iy". Pajak says. public lectures on tbe sub-

Additional details of Magnocr~ft research are available from Dr. Jan 
Pajak, 248 Taieri Road, Dunedin, New Zealand. 

TRAIJ.ER, Leicester, England - May 4, 1988 CR: T. Good 

EYES TO THE 

ject.One of the lectures dealt 
with tunnels made daring 
~erfk:o::~:~bts · by 

·~e ability of tbe 
MaJnocraft-type flying 
vebtcles can be Used to ex­
plain the varlet)' of UFO 
abapes " !!'B)'S Dr PaJak. 

Dr PaJak says: "We are 
living in an overloaded 

t,~n:r~w~er n :-r!f!~ln:f 
madmen are playing with 
matches. 

"At any moment an ex-

plosion could blast this 
planet. 

"We would sleep more 
peacefully if we bad in our 

r:.e a Magnocraft pre­
for an interstellar 

p and, witblo the range 
of ita fllgbt, a cost planet 

of dinosaurs waiting ready 
for ColOnisation 

"However, instead of 
completing this spacecraft 
we are arguing1• dividing 
ourselves and OJSSipating 
our sparse lnteUectual re-

sources." 
He concludes . " Our 

present aim should be to 
survive the atomic threat, 
and almost the only way of 

ra:::e~~\~;~tr! ~~~ 
Magnocraft." 

Leicester can expect a m ajor UFO 
'invasion' claims one of Britain's lead­
ing investigation bodies! SKIES FACT FILE 

Local people are "Leicester's last large in-
being urged to join crease in UFO sighting& 
the investigators in was in 1977 which included 
searching out and re- the 'cigar-shaped' object 

which hovered over the city 
cording the influx of and was widely reported by 
unidentified flying the media following count­
objects that will whiz less sightin~ by members 
or hover across the ~t~r~ pub ic; aaid Mr. 
city. "We are therefore anti­

Clive Potter, Midlands 

:e~RAal<B~~~~~:d;nti~ 
fied Phenomena Research 
Association) told the Trad­
er: 1'he phenomena of the 
UFO appears to work on an 
ll-year cycle, apart from a 
flow of reports in between, 
which are small in number. 

cipating further liFO activ­
ity in 1988 and would 
appreciate any support 
from the public - whether 
it be the reporting of UFO 
sighting& or involvement 
with us in serious and 
genuine inveatigative 
work ." 

Mr . Potter, who also 
operates the Leicester UFO 

Investigation Centre, said 
that "11erious investigators" 
should have an "open mind" 
to anything they come 
8CI"'OI8 or to people that they 
interview. 
He abo warns that there is 

:,~:~ ~fD:;,iv!d!ld'th~i 
around 90 per cent of aight­
i~ can be diamiseed fairly 
qu1cldy as "natural phe­
nomena." 

'The Midlands area has 
always been fairly active in 
reponed sighting& of UFO's 
and very few of them are 
hoaxes - although many 

can be explained," he 
added. 

Mr. Potter has received 
reports from a cross-section 
of the community concern­
ing UFO activity including 
aircraft pilots and Leices­
terabire policemen. All re­
ports of witnesses are tre­
ated with the strictest con­
fidence. 

Clive Potter can be con­
tacted by writing to: Leices­
ter UFO Investigation Cen­
tre, c/o 31 Grove Road. 
Leicester. 

Meantime, he advises: 
'eyes to the skies .. .' 

POLISH-born Dr Jan Pajak is ·an 
engineering and computer special­
ist. 

He apeDt die flnt 31 yean ol 1M life 
lD PolaDd wllleft lie gabled 1M edaeatioa 
IUld adelldfk esperieaee. 

He w.u a.llo u early member of die 
Polisb free trade aioD Sollllartty. 

Dr PaJak. 42, lau a awq of dep-eea 
IUld qaal.llk:atiolls. . 
lD 1970 be gnclu&ed from die Tedmieal 
Ulllvenlty ol Wanaw wlda a maa&er ol 
englDeertDc degree IUld begaD work u a 

•ecw:.rer .de.tlfle apedallsatioa II Com­,.ter Aall&ed Dealp. .. 
Dr Pajak eomple&ed Jail doctorate IUld 

became a dodo~" of &ecllnlcal acieuces in 
1974. 

While lectarlng lite worked part-time 
ID PoUsh illdastry u a scientific adviser. 

In 1982 lite took up a post doctoral 

fellow~&;t!~n:=:.n~0 o:ec~:; ~ compa&er progralllllliD« at ID­
vercargW'a SoatlllaDd Commaalty Col­
lege. 
~ 1988 Dr Pa~k bt>came a senior Jec­

tarer at DunedJD a University of Otago. 
Throagboat Ilia career, be has pub­

Uabed a number of scientifie papers and 
treatises on Ilia rf'Searcb for circulation 
ud dbcassloo among international ex­
pens. 

He became a New Zealand citizen in 
1985. 

SlJNI:Wl EXPRESS, IDrrl:n, England - June 12, 1988 CR: N. Oliver 

Probe that • 
IS 

• going 

A car speeds pest the mystery circles 

round in circles 
A MAJOR investigation begins 
shortly before dusk today to 
try to solve the perplexing 
riddle of crop circles. 

At a top secret location in 
Hampshire a team of 15 scientists 
will switch on a bank of infra·red 
cameras, videos and other record­
ing apparatus in the most serious 
attempt yet to explain this world­
wide phenomenon. 

The circles-precise rings of flat­
tened cro~ like corn and barley and 

~!~!ube!n ~!.g!~d~~et a~n ~~:m;r[h; 
strangest mysteries of modern times. 

During the last 20 years the circles 
have been found In dozens of 
countries, Including the U .S ., 

I by ALFRED LEE I 
Australia, Japan and Italy. More than 
70 cases were reported in Britain alone 
last year, many in Hampshire. 

Professor Archibald Roy, of Glas-

~:,t~s~id~r.~¥h~~ i~~h~n~':;%t ~:R~~ 
research being carried out anywhere 
ln the world to find out the cause of 
the rings. 

"The circles are a tremendously 

t~~~fti~:n~&T~~~f.the most baffling 
"I have no Idea what causes them 

-but they are so geometrically 
precise they could not have been made 
by anything natural like a whirlwind," 
said Professor Roy, who will be apt 
informed of the Investigation. 

There is often a five·foot ring of 
untouched vegetation around the circles 
and then another similar band of 
flattened crop. 

Some of the circles have small 
sa~llltes of flattened vegetation. north, 
south, east and west of the mam rmg. 

This Investigation is being co­
ordinated by Colin Andrews. a !>enior 
engineer with Hampshire's Test Valley 
Borough Council. 

The equipment, including monitors 
capable of recording minute sounds and 
abnormal changes in magnetiC fields and 

}ie'r~~\~~rsi>(;~o~ ~i~r~d cl~cie!a~~: 
found . 

The machines will be monitored every 
four hours for 10 weeks. 

Scientists have ruled out hoaxes as a 
cause because of the sheer number and 
size of the circles and their different 
lOCations. 
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0'1 

Woman claims she saw hovering 'beachba/1' 

UFO investigators 
put 'triple sighting' 

! in record books 
TH-hH ••• how th. tHbog UFO might look 

jTeabagUFO 
] zaps Pauline 
~SCHOOLGIRL Pauline rwaads1_ 0 trwemenbtlin0gf.'~nd my ~ Emerson was stirred up f 

yesterday-after a close 

·~ A UFO investigation group has logged 
~ the sightings of a Doncaster woman. 
~ Cleaner Iris Blakeborou~b claims to have seen 
:>t an unidentified flying object near her Cantley 

~ 
... encounter with a 

teabag-shaped UFO. 
Pauline, 14, was feed­

ing animals in her 

r--------------------------------1 ~~~~~~h'fph~bl~~k s"!:lfh ... little perforations-

Her mum Barbara was 
inside their home near 
Godmanchester, Cambs, 
at the time and remem­
bers it shaking and the 
sensation of oxy~en 
being sucked from 1t. 

... home three times in the past few weeks. 
~ Now she has armed her- r by 

~ ~lfh~~t~n';!~:~~~~~r: L RUSS NEWTON 

I 
pictUt"e of the UFO if it 
should ttturn. 

Mrs Blakeborough, of 
Bardolf Road, first spot· 
ted it through her patio 
doors, hovering over the 
playinglields of nearby 
Hawthorn school. 

She likens it to 8 large 
beachbal with 8 flood· 
light underneath. 

"I'm convinced it was 
an unidentified nying 
object. All the school 
playiagfield was lit up for 
about an hour before it 
moved ofT." 

The Blakeboroughs saw 
it again the following 
night and a few days later 
as she made her way to 
the college at Bessacarr 
where she works. 

Mrs Blakeborough says 
her brother also saw it on 
the second evening near 
the Dons' Tatters Field 
ground. 

Her claim has now been 
logged by the Lancashire­
based Direct Investi­
gation Group of Aerial 
Phenomena. 

Spokesman Steve Balon 
said: "We collate all 
reported sightings and 
then see if there is a con­
nection between them. 

··we would be inter­
ested to hear from anyone 
else in Doncaster who 
may have seen this UFO." 

] UFO interest 
~] hotting up 
f ~ ~~~~~~~n~~~:t Tnriff:r~~:hr~;_ewed UFO 

" Salesman Chris spotted a circular white. 
~ blue and green sparkling light in the sky on his 

way home. 

1
... The object . which he described as the size of 
~ a plate . was travelling at about !OOmph from 
0'1 east to west. 

Chris. from Leeds. was travelling on the 
A38 between Burton and Derby . 

Lt"l... Now a UFO investigator is to look into a 
spate of sightings in the Derbyshire area . 

Mrs Elsa Lee. assistant director of a UFO 

I 
d society based in Yorkshire , reckons Chns's 
~ bizarre experience could well be linked to 

J a~~~:~r~:~~~omeycroft also s tted what 
he thought was a mother ship and br smaller 
ones high in the sky above Chesterfield the 
same eveoinl! ea.rlier this month 

By lain Meekley 

The 31-yeM'-Oid myM8ry of the 
.. SIIpho S.ucer'' has given up 
eome of ib Mentta. 

The Evening News has traced 
what Is belleved to . be the last 
surviving member of the three­
man group involved 1n the UFO 
controversy. 

And the 75-year-old retired Scar­
borough businessman - who does not 
want to be named - now says of the 
object he saw on the moors after a 
strange red IJght swooped from the sky: 
"I think It was man-made." 

The eyewitness to the event, in 
December llltl7, added: "I don't know If 

<liASE PC6T' cannock, Ehgland - Mard1 17' 1988 

UFOsOVER 
CHASE:RAF 
CALLED IN 

It was this week con­
firmed that RAF 
Strike Command - the 
nerve centre of the 
RAF - is 'extremely 
interested' in a huge 
number of unex­
plained UFO sight­
ings over the Chase 
area. 

In the Jut month there 
have been no lesa than 38 
unexplained sightings - 26 
of them over Rugeley, and 
others over Burntwood, 

~~~riiu~rs~wm~~h:~i~~J 
Walsall. 

The normal monthly 
average ill four. Of these 
two may well be explained 
away. 

The figures were con­
finned by John Hurley of 
the Unidentified Flying Ob­
jects Studies and Investiga­
tions, who is in the proce11s 
of submitting a report to 
Strike Command. 

"Something very strange 

is going on," said John. 
"These people are quite de­
finitely seeint something 
extraonlinary. 

"They are the unex­
plained si~htings which 
can't be ptnned down to 
being aircraft or air bal­
loons or constellations in 
the sky. 

"In just' two ho11l11 over 
Rugeley we bad 16 sight­
ings. One of them wu from 
a very frightened 12 year 
old girl who was with two 
frienda when they saw a 
huge oval 1haped craft 
hovering at around 600 
feet . The bottom of the craft 
wa& covered in green, blue 
and white lights and had a 
small blue Jight which 
moved in and out of the 
object. It madt no noise as it 
hovered, only when it 
moved ofT at a fast pace" 
said John. 

"Whatever she was, it 
tt>rrified her ~tnd she's been 

CR: T. Good 

too frightened to leave her 
home since," said John. 

"We had similar sight­
ing~~ from four police officers 
-two in Walsall and two in 
Willen hall 

Many of the people 
who'v~ spotted the craft 
give descriptions t.hat are 
amazingly similar . 

Most of the sightings 
occur at night, after 
10.30pm. 

A Lichfield man spotted a 
'cigar-shaped' object hover­
ing over a Lichfield church 
one morning recently, just 
before Bam. 

Mr Edwards, of Friday 
Acre, said: "It wu huge and 
had a mushroom shaped top 
which came doen to a long 
cigar shape underneath. 

The latest incident came 
on Saturday when two men 
spotted a 'cigar-shaped' ob­
ject near Rugeley Road in 
the Hazel Slade area 

The two men, Robert 
Brough and Andrew On­
ion~ say the obji'Ct rise 
from behind trees 

there was a deliberate hoax involved. 
But I don't believe the object came 
from space.'' 

there was this object nestling in the 
heather. 

' 'There was a young man and a 
woman near It, and by the time my 
companions had got out of the car, both 
It and the couple had gone." 

The discovery, dl.!lappearance, and 
later recovery of the "saucer" - 18 in 
in diameter, and said to contain copper 
seroUs inscribed with mysterious hetro. 
glyphic& - earned the derision of the 
press, but excited UFO buffs. 

One enthusiast even claimed to have 
deciphered part of the "message", and 
announced : "The disc from which these 
samples were taken originated in 
Mercury, was launched from a scout 
ship, which then went on to YeovU." 

But the eyewltne!lll, who was in the 
car near the scene of the "landing", 
said: "AU I saw was a red sort of orb, 
which seemed to descend in an arc. 
When I got out of the car to have a look, 

The smartly-suited former businea.. 
man said he told local solicitor Anthony 
Parker - a member of a society 
interested in space travel - about his 
experience. 

Mr Parker, who, when the story earn~~; 
out, used the pen-name • 'Antony 
Avendel", was "immediately 
interested", and suggested placing an 
ad in the Evening News, offering a 
reward to the finders of the object. 

The ad was answered, and after one 
abortive attempt, a handover of the 
"saucer" was arranged. 

~ 
zoomed within five 
yards or her. 

Now she is off school 

An education welfare 
officer who interviewed 
Pauline afterwards said: 

and taking tranquillisers 
to get over the shock. 

Yesterday she said: 

"She is a truthful kid, 
she wouldn't make this 
up." 

"It was like a teabag. It 
was 10 black it shone 
out. The smell was 
really disgusting. 

"Charlie, my horse, 

Earlier this week a 
school dinner lady 
reported UFOs shaped 
like oranges flying over 
Beeston, Notts. 

"8 Message in the sky 
8 for sceptics 
~ Dear Sir, 

You may be interested to hear 
~ that I too saw a curious flying ob­
U ject over Kensington a few years 

ago ("Flying Saucer squad 
C:O prompts UFO dispute", 6 Janu­
~ ary) . 

Trained sceptics, such as scien­
_... tists -or journalists - have diffi· 
.... . culty believing anything they can-

not see or explain rationally. But, 
d , although a sceptic from way back. 
i"d I observed, at 1.30pm on a clear 
1-5 summer weekend, a round object 

1 1 in dull metal, seamless but shaped 
like two deep frying pans joined to­'9 gether by the rims (an admittedly 

~ impulsive, but precise descrip· 
~ tion, which was received with pre ­

. ~ dictable hilarity by the news edi-
tor of the paper for which I wrote 

... at the time) . 

~ 
The RAF UFO-sighting offi· 

cia!, to whom I reported what I 
had seen, seemed unsurprised 
and asked pertinent questions. 

... I have serious doubts that these 

I 
things are operated by tiny men or 
elongated, ethereal (and ador­
able) beings, but having seen one. 
myself, in daylight over central 
London, I am certain they exist. 
Sincerely yours. 
GITIA SERENY 
London, W8 
12 January 

"I arranged to meet the people who 
answered, and Mr Parker gave me the 
money," said the eyewitness. "It 
wasn't a bad sum, quite tempting at 
that time." 

At the meeting, he was gtven the 
object - wrapped in a lenW sack. 

"It was the object I had seen on the 
moor," he said. 

Mysterious 
Tile ex-butlinesaman said he dld not 

Me the object opened, and knew 
nothing of the mysterious scrolls said to 
be contained inalde. 

"Alter Mr Parker collected It, I never 
saw It again, and I've no Idea where It 
might be now. 

"Wherever It came from, I'd say that 
It was something that had been 
fashioned by human hands. • • 
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~ Jet fighters have 
1 been chasing UFOs 

] 

across Rotherham's 
night skies, it was 
claimed this week. 

~ Dozens of RAF planes 
and helicopters have 

.. been spotted "darting" 

I 
across the hills - and 
local UFO investigators 
ere sure the aleft has 
gone out to watch fOI' 
mysterious lights and 
objects over the town. 

"We' re convinced 

I 
that they know there's 
something going on and 
they're trying to track 
whatever it us up there,·· 
said UFO journal 
Quest's overseas liaison 

~ 
officer Mick Hanson 
this week. 

Eight of this year's 27 
reported "sightings" 

oe across the UK have been 

I 
over Rotherham - and 
several local UFO 
investigators are staging 
night-time vigils at hill­
top points around the 
county in a bid to cap­
ture their findings on 
film. 

Reports from the 
town have included a 
bell-shaped object seen 
over Kimberworth and a 
brightly- lit "cross 
shape" over Eastwood. 

But investigators are 
puzzled by the course 
the UFOsseemtotalte. 

"They all either go 
towards Wentworth 01' 

come from there." said 
Paul Garner, of Dene 
Crescent. East Dene. 

''We don 't know why 
they should go there 01' 

why there should be 
such an increase since 
the start of 1 988 - but 
we know that last 
September, a Russian 
astronomer reported 
seeing an unidentified 
manned spacecraft 
moving into our solar 
system and towards 
Earth." 

An RAF Finningley 
spokesman said there 
had been no reports of 
UFO sightings 01' any 
increase in the amount 
of flying activity in the 
area . 

All the Rotherham 
reports will be dis­
cussed at the UFO 
society's annual confer­
ence to be held in the 
town's Bailey Suite on 
March26. 

STAR, OXford, Fngland - April 14, 1988 ex: T.. Good 

DAVID'S CLOSE ENCOUNTER 
~ UFO sighted 

by foreman 
JOHN Rees had a strange 

~ encounter of an unusual 
0'1 kind while he was out 

walking his dog in 
Cwmdare . 

~ Something caught his 
N attention in the sky- it was 

a luminous object moving 
~i along a spiral path in a 

northerly direction towards 
Neath . 

"I would not have 
1 bothered to take a second 

look ." said John, " if it had 
~ not been for the spiral path 

i 
and the intense luminosity­
and two downwardly 
directed parallel t-eam~ . 

.c " It had a cylindrical 
~ shape, like a lager can . The 

c'1S ~~~ud~o:'i'z~~ g~~h ~~~a~0~~ 
was above the cloud line 

.. and it was very bright. 

J 
Fortunately the ohject 
stayed above the cloud line 
and I was able to keep it in 

·view. 
" It moved towards Neath 

and then back, in a south­
erly direction towards the 

; 

.. Maerdy mountain . I was 
watching it for about thrcc­
quaters of an hour. 

"I usually meet a teacher 
when I am out walking the 
dog between 10.15pm and 
II . I was hoping he would 
come by so I could have 
someone to verify the 
sighting, but unfortunately 
he did not turn up this time . 

John . 49. a foreman at 
Enghart Fans on the 
Hirwaun Industrial Estate. 
took a bit or a ribbing from 
his workmates when he 
started talking about it. 
Undeterred. John . who is 
closely linked with local 
operatic groups and a war­
den of Cwmdare Youth 
Club , is sticking to his story. 

"I was shocked I can tell 
you. I have never seen 
anything like that before . I 

~~0~~~~~11 a7~~- ~:~s 0~~ 
Oy over the Cynon valley at 
that time of night. J h!ve 
never believed in UFO's but 
there is no doubt that I saw 
something out of the 
ordinary . There was no 
noise from it. 

"I wiped my eyes then I 
closed one of them to make 
sure I was focussing right." 
said John . adding that he 
had drawn picture~ or the 
object and its trajectory for 
his workmates. but they 
were treating it as a joke . 

"I am hoping that some­
one else will now come 
forward with the same 

~~~k~at~:id ut:~~~· :S~~':! 
like : "Beam me up Dr 
John ." 

A police spokesman said 
there had been no other 
reported sightings on the 
night in question . 

Bright light seen 
tl'l .. 

~ 111oving at speed 
'i WHILE taking a 'breath of 

fresh air' outside his home 
1 at Route de Quanteraine, 

~ 
St Peters, Charles Bradley 

~ 
saw a 'very bright light' in 
the North West . 

At first he thought it was 
a planet, possibly Venus or 

.. mars, which are known to 

j
~ be very bright, but when 

the object started moving 
he changed his opinion. 

Mr Bradley tint saw the 
object at 11 p .m . on 
Wednesday, and he continu-

~ 
.. ed to watch it while it 

behaved 'erratically', circl­
ing round the area f010 
several minutes, before it 

I returned to its stationary 
position . 

His wife also saw lhe 
object. which Mr Bradley 
thought was at a height of 
about 4,000ft . 

After almost 40 minutes 
it disappeared toward the 
North West travelling at 
'terrific speed.' 

The airport were unable 

to say if any aircraft had 
been in the area at the 
time . 

Local UFO investigator 
Paul Tinsley, of the Sk yscan 
group, had not heani of: of 
the sighting, but said that 
he would contact the 
group's headquarters in the 
UK to see if it was worth 
further investigation. 

Skyscan are a Worcester­
based organisation who 
research confirmed UFO 
sightings, and attempt to 
find a rational explanation 
for them. 

ex: T. Good 

Mystery red glow 
follows his car 

"I knew everyone would 
say I was potty . or that 
some RAF pilot was hav1ng 
a damn good laugh at my 
expense, but it was redlly 
weird and I have never seen 
anything else hke at ," he 
onr1ed 

By ROY COOPER Wantage Pohce saad they 
had not had any calls about 
a mystery object. MOTORIST David 

White couldn't believe 
his. eyes as he was driv­
ing home at night on 
Sunday. 

In the sky a red glow 
followed his car travelling 
several hundred feet above. 

And when he stopped at 
a crossroads, the red light 

sto0~:~:00 -of Stratford 
Street, Oxford, wound 
down his window, but there 
was no sound at all from 
the mystery object. 

"I thought I ·was going 
crazy . Just for my own 

c:~~e ac~~ssm:~~· D~w~rso~~ 
see if I could aet closer to 
it . 

"I drove off towards 
Wantage and. it moved with 

~; :::tg~ts k=~~ ~~~~n, 
stopped again, it stopJ)Cd 
and was JUSt sllllnll 
stationary above me . 

"I went through Wan­
tage and I could still sec it 
as I drove towards Faring­
don . 

"Then, two or three 
miles on that road, it disap­
peared. Just like that!" 

David, boss of Artwork 
and Illustration Studios, 
Cowley Road, Oxford, had 
his close encounter with 
the mystery UFO on Sun-
1r~mni~~~::,~c ~rove home 

"I first saw d:e red object 
at precise!~ II pm. When it 
vanished, 11 was 11.41 pm 
-I looked at the car clock. 

''It couldn't have been a 
plane as no plane could just 
stop still in the sky without 
even a sound. 

"The second time 1 

stopped. I could see that it 
was a red light and at the 
centre it was white. There 
was no shape to it and as I 
kept looking at it, it was 
t!:i~'!~7~ . up and down ," 

He thought the object 
could be seen 1wcr the Did­
cot Faringdon skyline at 
around midni,ht. 

And RAF Abingdon 
confirmed that no planes 
h~d been flying from the 
base that night. 

" We do get reports of 
UFOs and we pass them 
on, but we haven 't had any 
calls about mystery obJects 
on Sunday night ," 
spokesman said . 

<liAD MIDfl & r::.uKElUES 
AIJVERl'ISFR, Fngland - Feb. 11 , 

1988 ex: T. Good 

Seen a UFO lately? 
Followtnc a recent ar­

ticle 1n Chad about the 
altlng or a ·tJFO at 
Ravensbead aldtlni co­
ordinator or the 
National UP'O Inve.tl­
la tlon Society, Mr 
Denla Harriman, hu ap­
pealed for Information 
from anyone ·who bu 
aeen a UFO. 

.:c: r:&1~=t t~~ 
year there have been 
several sltlnp or UFOa 
tn the Midlands. 1be most eommonly 

=~a:t:~ u:;e~ 
times waa desc:rtbed by 
Mr Harrtman aa being 
1,000 reet lo~ and 
Ula~ ~ as~d et!; fly 
both backwards and for­
wards and have several 

~~~Z:O~:~bj~n:,nee:: 
:ulb~~=~ ~e~~ 

are lllld to emerge trom 
them and Mr Harriman 
claims that these have 
swooped down onto 
cars. 

m:n~ :rgl~ea:: 
tails or where exactly 
the UFOs had actually 
swooped down onto ve-

~~1~~~~-:e~ 
have been mentioned In 
newspapers they have 
actually atopped ap-
~futgn~at part.lcu-

In aome cases UFOa 
disturb electrical cir­
cuits and animals are 
aa1d to be oddly affected 
by them. 

Anyone with Infor­
mation on UFO sltlngs 
ahould contact Mr Qenls 
Harriman on 0331 74461 . 
his address Is 14 ~ey 
=b~l~~t. rby-

Men spot UFO 
0 
~ over hamlet 
i THE subject of unidentifted fl)'· 

1 ing objects arouses ·a oertam 

] 

amount of spccticism in mOlt 
people's minds and Mr Martin 
Salisbury of Heaverham would 

~ 
have numbered himself amona 
the disbelievers until recently. 

On Sunday May g however Mr 
.. Salisbury could find no rational 

+J explanation for the low-flying si­
~ lent object which passed over his 
~ house at 10.30am, covered in 

flashina lights. He had just 
.. returned with a friend from 
~ playing ~uash and both men 
tl saw the obJect. 

~ 
to~ ~t!~~u~~r ·~~u~ 
uf, which rules out the possibility 
o it beina a satclite u they fly at 
about 100 miles high. It could 

I 
not have been a commercial jet 
as one went over a little later and 
we could hear that clearly, where­
as this object was totally silent." 

The object apparently flew 
from west to east fairlr fast, 
passina over Mr Salisbury s said: 
"It seemed to be about three or 
four miles up, which rules out tiJe 
possibility of it being a !lltelite as 

~e~o~~ a~:t~~~~~":i~ ~~~ 

mercia! jet as one went over a 
little later and we could hear that 
clearly, whereas this object was 
totally silent." 

The object apparently flew 
from west to cast fairly fast, 
passing over Mr Salisbury's 
house in Watery Lane where he ~ 
and his friend Mr Peter Bryant of ., 
Beckenham saw it. 

Mr Salisbury said: "There are !-3 
:1 I~:b.n~u~s ;~~~fS:'::i~.di 
am just thankful that Peter saw it @ 
too, or I would think I was going a 
mad. I have always been fairly 
rational but I cannot find any 
reasonable explanation for what I 
saw." 

Ai~ ~}.~m~!~~; :rtn .. ~~ 
close here at 8pm, so no aircraft 

:~~~~f\~~ t~v:tr ti:~~ ~~r do~~~ 
~na~i; ~i:re~~~t:~h':fh P~fi: 
have coloured lights, so Mr 
Sailsbury could have seen one of 
those." 

Mr Salisbury however stressed 
that the lights flashed from side 
to side and jets generally have 
static lights on their wingtips. 

Did mystery lights reveal secret flights of F-19? 
~ ~ ~0 myst~nom objects lfftl reported them as UFOs. c•nlm whee two spotlichtl •zen since ~>Kember. yery odd, thoach 1 MIJ'IIOW woaW -b - lftlW to fly 
I:Z' fty1111Kr0S1 the St•fl'onlllicllt Bid the Brithh UFO c:11me tllrough dw sky towards tlwy would llftd IIRftts If tflrir them oYer ttw North ~•-" 
~ sky hu~ led to mwwed spen- Rneardt .u.odation says It liS so that w~ COIIWn't see any- "Of~. there is a nil of 

l•tion o•er Anwrica's most bd~ns what Mrs Ballard saw thine else," said Mrs Ballard. oflldal sec:rec::y, but w~ think Lockheed 8ft said to ha~ .. e-: sec~t w•r planr. wn-e not UFOs., bat two or dR "They banked oY~r and went theft m•y be a sm•U squadron built tbe F-19 In a project 
'P. . ., The slghtt .. has IIIWN to top scent USAF St~•lth Into side by side formatloa, oae 8Kfttly based in Brlt•ln at • ~ •. na!Md HaY~ Blue. They ·~ 
6 Cl:: IIIOUIId"' SIISpidolls that dw fighters. abon dR other, and flew RAF Akonbury." • , ..• _ • COYNN with -.met•llic: 
~ U Stulth F-19 nHiar-proof Despit~ dR oflldal tlnllalll, slowly KI'MI the sky wlthoat · .._ materi•l Msiped to •MIIrb 

~ 
flght~r Is bd111 test flown rep- BUFORA say they a~ tlowa any noise at all. Mike Daly, -'slant editor .,r~,.; ~, ··'. ~ _...-• rather than ~IIKt radar trans-

~ larly in •nd • .,... the MW- on scent tests at ni• .. t fn1111 "They f1rw ...., ~ of Ja.'s Weekly, said nothinc ' ·· ' ¥ -:.· O ' ~·._ i missions. 
- ·-·' COIIId be said •boat Stealth for ~ 't/ )1'_. :v ..> • • · 

lands •nd Eat AnaJiL RAF Akonbury IIHr Pder- tocdher and wn-e trfa .... •r Ia certain, bat that ftights from .Ac • ~ • ·· ._, ·- ···' Mrs BaDard said: "I was In 
0'1 Both BritiY and A-'can borollch. when dRy say a !lllape, too high for micro lftltt A.__.__ w- --·----'. _·. 'ojf·',~ ':." -- -....~.;_,-~: -~~ ··'~···, _··.·' 0~ ..._ 

1 
.. ,..... connnrats deity dw nisteace nail squadron is stationed. aircr•ft •nd too low for normal -~"""' 1 ~·~ ,.....,..,..,. _- _ - · ~ :_- · '""" RAF myself for roar yean 

.. or tlw F-19, bat dw speci•li5t Mrs Ball•nl, • statisttc:111 aircr•ft. 'There w~~ a Jot of "It's aD a blc scent, bat dw and lf thew wn-e pl•nrs. tlwy 
~ defence m•gaziM, J .. 's oflker with Staft'onhhl~ li~thts unclerneatla, retl and US is I'1IIIICKired to han 40 ._..-: . l. ·-.,: must hav~ d~v~loped SOIMthlna 

Weekly, has conll..-.1 that Polke, was in dw aanlm of her gl'ftll, around tile edJe and Stealth F-19 flght~n •nd there • • 1o pretty f•ntastic th•t defies aU 
), f1IIIIOUn of it ar~ 5troft&. nrlghbotm., Colin and Annr within that lots odlers." 11ft ~ports that tfR Anwrica!B • the l•ws of ftying." 
i The odd tri•npl•r lllapa P•terson with •nother Fem- Diftctor of lmestfptlons at have flown them to East Anglia A rough sk•tch by Mrs S.ll•rd A lpOkeswomaR at RAF 

(pictured) wer~ ~ported by wood coa!M. Rkhard •nd Gil- BUFORA, Jenny Randles, fi'OIII C•lifomi• in tlw b~~ek or of wh•t 5 ,_ •nd ,_. frief'lth ""' Alcottbury denied any know-
[lltft Ballard, or Femwood, lian Weaver, when she saw the said yesterday It -..dell like a Galaxy, russembled them ..,.,.r St•fford this wHir. 1N1e or Stulth F-19s and saW 
St•fl'onl, •t around IOpm on strant~e objec:ts ftying tow•rds the top sec~t Stulth aircraft. there and test flown them. "But that there wn-e certainlv -
Me.by. She saw them with them. "W~··~ had quit~ a sp~~te of two togdher •II lit up over a fti~tht path wasn't lfti"IIIIY stationed the~ or any ~ver 
frlelllh and im!Mdi•t~ly "W~ w~~ st8ndi~ In the thew In the Midlands., •bout a popul•ted •ru would seem known. [v~n so, I'd think it ftown In at any time. 
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~ Thame women 
§claim they saw 
~ two spaceships 

"8 CHINA'S official 8 flews agency Xinhua 
has reported with all 

• aeriousness that a 
~ football size UFO 
~ visited a 10-year-old 
u boy's house, shrunk 

him to the size of a 
co thimble, beamed him 
co up and flew off. 
0'\ The boy was 

~ ~' staffs., Fngland - March 11, 1988 

.... CLAIMS by a .B.till 
N ... family that they saw 
.... UFOs in the night sky 
>. have been confirmed by 
)9 two Thame women. 

and Keith Walker from 
~rae Hill Road aad theil 
pei&hbour Mr Eric 
Crawford saw the UFOs at 
~e weekend. 

having a meal with 
u;- his parents when it 
N happened . One 
>. minute he was eating 
.itS his rice and the next 
:1:: a shaft of bright light 

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? 
They $8W what they be-

l lieve were spaceships on the 

1 
same nights. 

"We kept quiet because 
we thought we'd be laughed 

~ at. But ,..e certainly $8W 

~ something," they said. 

They told the Oxford 
Matl that the objects were 
circular and rimmed w·ith 
light. 

Mrs Smith $aid: "Wh;:n 
we saw them they se.emed to 
be over St Mary's Church 
and -thea disappeared to­
wards Buckinghamshire. 

1 enveloped him and 

~ 
he shrank, according 
to his parents. 

The startled 
~ parents saw the light 
~ was coming from a 

NO IT'S A 
"We w·atched atleatwo 

... through binoculars on dif­'E ferent evenings and they 
0 w~re certainly moving," 
ltj satd Mrs Marie Smith of 
B Wellington Street, Thame. 

He graduate daughter 

~ 
... Julia, 26, spoiled them first 

from a bedroom window·. 
"When ,..e saw· the 

Oxford Mail story about the 
Brill people, we knew w·e 
hadn't been seeing things. 

"I wonder how many 
other people saw them, but 
like us kept quiet for fear of 
being ridiculed," she said. 

The Brill couple, Faye 

··on one evening there 
-,were certainly two objects 
-together," ihe said. 

Julia, a science graduate 
-{rom Salford University had 
a UFO experience in the 
nonh. 

She said it trailed her car 
and stopped w·hen she 
stopped. It frightened her a 
lot. 

"Other people must have 
seen these things- but fear 
of ridicule is a great 
silencer," said Mrs Smith. 

Steve's plea 
on VFO 
LOCAL UFO investigator Steve Balon is 
appealing for more mformation on the 
si~ting of an unidentified flying object in 
Westlei2h. 

Mr BaT'on rea:rved a he had received no 
ayptic message about other repons of similar 

~
• a; the Thursday's sildlting sightings in the area at 

U during a very briettcle- Otat time. 
pbooe conversation. He has , he says, in-
The caller descnbed vestigated ud re-gs himself as a relative of searched unidentified 

1 
... 0'\ ooe of the two women Oying objects for about 

.- who saw the object. 25 years and altbough 
The man, who did not the sightin~ of a triangu-r-:- give his name, said that Au object IS unusual it is 

the women had been oot uoique. Several 
~ walking in the area years ago he received 
• br when suddenly a huge repons of similar 

tS§ a. orange triangular object shaped objects in the < swooped down from the Atherton ud Wigan 
sky at them before dis- areas. 
appearing. The two 

:ken ~d::n?Jci~7. 
Mr Balon, the North­

west investigator for the 
Direct lnvestigatioo 
Group on Aerial 
Phenomena. said that 

Anyone wishing to 
contact Mr Balon with 
information on sightings 
sbould write to him at : 
10, Wooclllmd5 Avenue, 
~on, J..ei&b, 
WN7 3HL. 

flying machine about 

j 
... the size of a football 

hovering in the 
doorway. Suddenly 
their son was 
whisked into it and 

!athe machine 
~vanished . 

... The agency says 

i 
the story is being 
investigated with all 
ceriousness as a UFO 
event . 

IXEKING & I...EA'lliEmiEA AIJVEXl'I~, 
Surrey, England - May 19, 1988 

CR: T. Good 

Bookham couples 
spot UFO 

A MYSTERIOUS black 
oval appared in the Uri• 
over Booldwn oo Sunday 
night leaving ooe man ooo­
vinoed he had- a UFO. 

Gerald Wal• wu out­
Bide hia home in Little 
Booldwn Street, wuhing 
hia car, when hia wife 
T-, pointed· out a 
strange object in the lky, 
looking towarda Efti.na­
ham. 

"It wu an oval-like 
lhaped - like an egg cut in 
bald but longer than a nor­
mal ea lhape," said Mr 
Wala 

"There were four lep 
sticking out at the bottom, 
It - black with DO lighta 
and no window. and it 
made no noiae at all." 

The !lighting came at 
around 8.40 and Mr Wal• 
pointed the object out to 

bia ~ Dick and 
Suaan KilWt, wbo al8o 
awit. 

A. they -t.c:bed, the ob­
ject moved llowly -
"about the ume all-' u 
the Goodyear b.llooo" -
towarda Guildford and 
went out of lliaht behind 
the roof topL 

Mr Walee ooot.cted 
LeatherhMd Polioe about 
the Gjbting. 

A polioe apo"-nan 
Mid: "If we get a number 
of eallil we will inwatipte 
thia kind of thing but 
when there ia oaly one call, 
u in thia cue, - tend not 
to do much about it." 

If you aw IOIDethina 
limi1ar CXl Sunday evening 
we'd be inten.ted to b.r 
from you. Call ua with the 
detaill on Dorkiq 886861. 

I 
I 

A BURST of UFO sightings have bHn reported around 
Walsall - raising questio11s about 'flying saucers'. 

The a.test slghtlngs umo tills 
wHk from four hespltol workon 
ond o newsboy, ond fellow rocont 
reports Including those of four ~1-

,-;:;:;;Story by~ 
STEPHANIE SPEAR 

lcomon out on soporoto potrols. mlngham ond Monchostor," sold 
Three orderlies and o staff nurse Mr Bennett. 

at Walsall's Manor Hospital this Meanwhile, W•lsa// Observer' 
week told of their experience. paperboy Peter Horne claims he 

Mr Gordon Bennett, a hospital spotted a UFO while out on his 
orderly for seven yeors, uw two round. . 
bright lights In the sky near his Peter, 13, of Brockhurst Cres-
home In Streetly. cent, saw a long, sliver obJect 

"It was about 7.30pm and I lust above houses In West Bromwlch 
happened to look up above some Road at 7am. 
bungalows while walking back "It was cigar-shaped, and at first 
from a friend's house. I thought It was a lamp post In the 

" I saw these two stationary, brll· distance. But then It started to 
llant white lights. They were not move," he said. 
the lights on an aeroplane's wings The obJect dlsoppeared behind 
and were too far opart," sold Mr some trees, but 20 minutes later he 
Bennett. sow It again. 

Mr Bennett, 56, of Beechcroft "It didn't have eny flashing 
Crescent, Streetly, mentioned the lights, 10 It could not hove been an 
lights to colleagues the next morn- aircraft, and 1 could see clearly," 
lng - and three sold they hod sun sold tho Greot Borr Comprehensive 
the lights at different Intervals on school pupil. 
the same night. Seid Mr Brion Griffin, who runs 

Mr Chris Passem, from Walsoll the newsogents: "I told him he 
Wood, sow them while walking the hodn't woken up yet - but lofer he 
dog 8nd staff nurse Mrs Lynne As- came deshlng In soylng ho had 
ton while leaving tho hospltel. seen it again. 

Mrs Eddie Knowles, from Blox- "I went out, but could see only o 
wlch, sow thom through his Jiving smell dot In tho dlstonce. 
room window wtllle wotchlng tole- "All I was worried obout wos If 
vision. they got beomod up by the ollens 

"I'm certoln thoy woro not ston before they delivered the 'Observ-
•nd they were quito high up. There ora'! ". 
Is no woy they were on olrcroft's Jt H•w ,..., ltM/ • 'MH MCOUtt-
llghts. ovon though Wolsoll Is on ,.,., er UFO •~CPM~1 ~ us • 
tho meln flight pafh botwoen Blr- Utte er ull• M W•laH Z7SM. 

CR: T. Good 

CELEBRITY, I..ondcrl, England - May 26-June 1 , 1988 CR: N. Oliver 

BATTERIES NOT INCLUDED- OR NEEDED 
WHEN IT'S A REAL-LIFE SPACECRAFT 

ACCORDING to director Matthew Robbins, he had to 
pretend to be a flying saucer whilst making his new 
hit movie, Batteries Not Included. 

This delightful film tells how a New York couple are 
rescued from wicked property developers by a tiny UFO and 
its fabulous metal occupants. 

But the extra-terrestrial effects 
had to be dubbed on afterwards 
and it was necessary for the actors 
to appear to be watching visitors 
from outer space. So, Robbins 
bravely substituted himself, 
prancing about the set mimicking 
the activities of these space-age 
imps! 

Fantasy 
This is Hollywood fantasy. But it 

just might have been possible for 
Robbins to recruit some very 
unusual extras, had they known 
where to look. Because there have 
been astonishing real cases where 
tiny UFOs and their even tinier 
pilots have been reported. 

Eddie Ramsey saw one. One 
dark night in April 1975 he had the 
fright of his life while crossing a 
hump-backed bridge near Stock­
port in Cheshire. 

" P< brilliant green streak of light 
appeared, growing gradually wider 

Jenny Randles - top 
UFO investigator -
discovers truth is 
just as strange 
as film fiction 

as it approached me," he recalls. 
This shot at amazing speed from 

fields to the left and came to an 
Instant halt, just yards in front of 
him, hovering over the bridge like 
a praying mantis. It was cigar­
shaped and no more than a foot 
and a half In length. 

"It was just out of my reach," 
Ramsey adds. "A cover or shutter 
was slowly rising. It fully opened to 
reveal a brilliant fluorescent green 
screen, which reminded me of an 
old-fashioned 1V set." 

The staring match between terri­
fied human being and decidedly 
non-human machine lasted about 
1 0 seconds until the cover slid 

down and the object left the scene 
with the speed of a bullet. 

Eddie Ramsey forever regretted 
that he could not see what was 
inside the little UFO. But for a 
teenage girl and her elderly com­
panion in Fencehouses, County 
Durham, that wish came frighten­
ingly true on September 3, 1976. 
And they forever regretted that 
they had seen inside. 

Crossing some derelict building 
land ln. this small mining village 
they spotted a most bizarre object. 
It was dome shaped and only five 
feet in size. 

They noticed how all the sounds 
around about them faded out, 
which Is a common feature of 
close encounters known by the 
fairy-tale name of the Oz Factor. 

Reluctant 
These reluctant visitors into Oz 

found that time had slowed down 
to a standstill Qndeed later the 
watch worn by the elder woman 
was ten minutes slow on real 
time). But strangest of all, out of 
nowhere popped . two of the most 
incredible beings. 

"They were just like little dolls, 
only eighteen inches tall, sporting 

long white hair parted down the 
middle and huge staring eyes like 
marbles," the women revealed. 
The women were so terrified they 

thrust their hands up to cover their 
faces. After this, the memory faded 
and the scene became confused. 
Ever since they have steadfastly 
refused to reveal what happened 
next. It remains locked in their 
subconscious as some ghastly 
secret. 

But perhaps the oddest toy-like 
UFO ever seen, made an appear­
ance in front of a startled ware­
houseman on December 5, 19n, 
when he was working inside a 
building on the Isle of Dogs, 
London. 

At first he thought that the float­
ing, tennis ball shape was some­
thing caught inside his eye. He 
rubbed them, but it remained 
there, drifting amongst the packing 
cases like a lump of blotchy jelly. 

"It was almost like a glowing 
butterfly dancing around the ware­
house," he said. "I was sure I was 
seeing things, until the factory cat 
spotted it tool" 

This brave moggy, with no 
apparent fear of alien invaders, 
chased the intruder all over the 
room, leaping up in a futile effort 

to swat the thing. 

Vanished 
Eventually, with extraordinary 

versatility, the baby UFO vanished, 
presumably to return wherever 
baby UFOs come from. It was 
never seen again. 

Matthew Robbins' movie derives 
Its title from the annoying small 
print often found on children's 
electronic toys. You open the box, 
carefully assemble them and then 
discover that, as the manufacturers 
have warned, batteries are not in­
cluded. Without them, you cannot 
get the mass of wires and circuits 
to walk or fly. 

If these stories of real miniature 
UFOs are to be believed, art may 
just be imitating life. These 
genuine tiny craft do not seem to 
Include batteries either. 

Whatever causes them to fly, it 
certainly isn't an HP7! 
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FORTEANA NEWS 
EVENING STANDARD, !adD, Englarrl - June 8, 1988 CR: T. Good 

The Yeti is out there, says mountain man 
YETI hunter and mountaineer 
Chris Bonington today revealed 
the discoveries he made as he 
searched the Himalayas for the 
Abominable Snowman. 

But the legendary half-man half­
ape creature, if it exists, can breathe a 
sigh of relief along with bookmakers 
William Hill who faced paying out £1 
million if the yeti was found. 

by Lesley Y arran ton 

weeks climbing the remote 23,000ft 
Menlung Tse peak, said: "There cer­
tainly isn't any conclusive evidence 
one way or another, but there are a 
lot of unanswered questions. 

e Two sheepskins cleanly severed 
from their carcasses, as if by a crea­
ture using a cutting tool. The moun­
taineers were assured that if Tibet­
ans had removed the valuable skins 
they would have used them for cloth­
ing or bedding. 

was c1imbing he ·felt the sensation of 
being watched and through the bliz· 
zard saw the dark shape of a creature 
standing on two legs watching him. 

e The curious disappearance of 
two ski sticks left by the mountain· 
eers at a height of 19,000ft. 

e Unidentified "sizeable" animal 
droppings found in a secluded valley. 

CHRIS BONINGTON: 

For there was no conclusive evi­
dence- just one possible sighting, an 
unusual set of footprints in the snow 
and unidentified animal droppings. 

"I personally am convinced there is 
something there, but just what it is 
who knows, and I rather hope the 
yeti manages to remain as elusive as 
it has to the present times." 

Evidence produced by the team, 
which is being examined by Natural 
History Museum experts, includes: 

e Photographs of footprints mea­
suring 12ins by 3-4ins lying 4ins deep 
in the snow thought to have been 
made by a creature walking upright 
on two legs. 

e A sighting by BBC film producer 
John Paul-Davidson who accompan­

, ied the mountaineering team. As he 

Natural History Museum scientist 
lain Bishop has examined the sheep­
skins and found "nothing unusual". 

"We have seen no pieces of yeti, nor 
any pieces claimed to be yeti," he 
said. "Who knows?" Mr Bonington, who spent ten 

Scientists mull Mars mystery 
WASHINGTON (AP) -Unusual 

formations on the surface of Mars 
- including a mile-long rock 
shaped like a human face - may 
have been carved by a lost civiliza­
tion or could be just "a trick of 
nature," four scientists said 
Thursday. 

In either case, they said, the 
mysterious outcroppings demand 
further scrutiny by spacecraft. 

1976 PHOTO BY VIKING PROBE SHOWS FORMATION 

The scientists, including a 
former astronaut, said that a 

AP photograph taken of the Martian 
surface in 1976 by NASA's Viking 
spacecraft clearly shows a face 

ARKANSAS I:>EM:X:RAT, Little Rock, AR - July 9, 1988 

MARTIAN FORMATIONS - Unusual formations on 
the surtace of Mars. including a mile-long rock shaped 
like a human face , may have been carved by a lost 
crvrhzatron or could be just a "trick of nature, " four 
scientists said Thurday. Features suspected to be of 
non-natural origin are shown in this photograph taken 
of the Martian surtace in 1976 by NASA's Vikino 

Associated Press 

spacecraft. They are (A) 'The City," a collection of 
features whose major axis is parallel to those of "The 
Face." (B) "The City Square," at the exact lateral cen­
ter of "The City." (C) "The Fortress." (D) "The Face," 
one mile from crown to chin. (E) "The Cliff," perched 
on the pedestal of a massive crater. (F) The 5-sided 
"D&M Pyramid." 

~ One night at Sleepy Hollow 
Last week I experienced a close­

Lt) up s~hting of a large strange foul­
N smelhng creature that in compar­
~ ison to an extra large gorilla would 
~ make the gorilla look like a 

chimpanzee. 
1 I was at Sleepy Hollow where the 
~ ramp bridge goes across Loyal-

hanna Creek with the intention of 
1-l"' doing some lantern fishing. I 
ClJ parked my car and I was in the 

·~ yrocess oflighting my lantern when 
heard a scuffling racket up on the 

·.-j hillside in the woods only 25 feet 
~ away from me. It also sounded like 

... bul'8ting wood. 

~ 
I ~ot my three-<:ell spotlight. I 

stud1ed the large creature in every 
detail. It had reddish brown fur 
extra large fiery eyes that glow~ 
orange color like a bear's eyes. I also 
noticed that the eyes were constrict­
ing due to the bright light at close 
range. 

1be creature was furious at my 
invasion of his privacy and its 
intentions were to attack me. Its 
intentions were obviously clear. 
This happened Tuesday night, May 
17th, 1988 at exactly 11:30 p.m. 
When the creature started coming 
toward me in an unfriendly 

manner, I hastily made a run for 
the safety of my car. I turned my 
car around and I plainly saw the 
creature at very close range in the 
bright headlights of my car. 

I am 67 years of age, I do not 
drink and I am of sound mind. I 
am an experienced hunter, tracker 
and live trapper, with 50 years 
experience. 

This creature was very, very big 
and very, very strange and danger­
ous looking. It definitely was not 
a bear or a gorilla. It was too big. 
The size was unbelievably 
enormous. 

SAMUEL J. SHERRY SR 
Ligonier RD 1 

Editor's Note: Mr. Sherry's report 
should be taken seriously, indicates 
Stan Gordon of the Pennsylvania 
Association for the Study of the 
Uru!xplained (PASU). There have 
been other reported "bigfoot" sight­
ings on both sides of Chestnut 
Ridge in recent months, he says. "I 
have no doubt people are IJe~ng 
something," he said. "Many of the 
sightings have been in broad, day­
light." For more on the subject, see 
"GeTU!raUy Speaking." 

that could have been carved out of 
a Martian mountain a half million 
years ago. 

And the sphinx-like image that 
stares outward from the planet 
may be part of a complex, as 
evidenced by other unusual forma­
tions nearby, which was built by a 
civilization that has since disap­
peared, the scientists said. 

Or, they admit, it could all be "a 
trick of light and shadow.'' 

Brian T. O'Leary, a former 
astronaut and an expert on Mars, 
said there is sufficient uncertainty 
about the origin of the rock face 
that it shoUld be a major target for 
future spacecraft sent to Mars. 

"The feature is sufficiently ex­
citing that we must go back to 
Mars and photograph it at a higher 
resolution," said O'Leary, speak­
ing by phone to a news conference. 

O'Leary said that last January 
he asked Soviet space scientists 
who were preparing to send to pro­
bes to Mars to examine the area 
where the face appears. He said 
the Soviets were interested, but 
replied that their spacecraft was 
not technically designed to study 
the Cydonia region of Mars, where 
the site is located. 

The Soviets launched a probe 
toward Mars on Thursday and plan 
to launch a second one later this 
month. 

The news conference Thursday 
was prompted by a study of the 
Viking photographs conducted by 
Mark Carlotta, an optical engineer­
ing expert. 

In an article published in Applied 
Optics, Carlotto said that a com­
puter enhancement of the Viking 
photographs shows that the face 
and various other nearby features 
appear to have been carved by 
"intelligent design" and not by the 
random forces of nature. 

Carlotta said at the news con­
ference that a sophisticated 
statistical study of the shapes, 
compared with other outcroppings 
on Mars, shows that "the face is 
not natural." 

"It's extremely unlikely that it's 
a trick of light and shadow," said 
Carlotta. 

Richard Hoagland, founder of an 
organization of scientists called 
"The Mars Project," said that the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration found the face-like 
stone formation in the Viking 
photographs more than a decade 
ago, but dismissed it. 

"There is such a bias against 
something like this that there was 
no official attention given to this 
data," said Hoagland. 

Hoagland, however, said he has 
studied the photos for years and 
has discovered that in additiQil to 
the face there is "a complex of 
unusual objects" that he believes 
could have been built by 
"intelligent design." 

1be complex, which he calls a ci­
ty, include a five-sided mountain 

that resembles a paramid, a group­
ing of rocks that he said could be a 
fortress and a massif that he 
believes could have been part of an 
astronomical marker. 

Hoagland said that a line drawn 
from the center of the city, across 
the face to the massif, or cliff, 
would line up exactly with the sun 
at the moment of Mars' summer 
solstice, as it would have occurred 
500,000 years ago. He said Mars has 
shifted on its axis since and that the 
solstice angle now is different. 

He said the alignment that he has 
found is unlikely to have been 
natural. 

"Geologically, the odds are one 
in 300,000 that this would be there 
by chance," said Hoagland. 

Gerald Soffen, the chief of space 
and Earth sciences at the Goddard 
Space Center and a mission scien­
tist on the Viking missions, said 
that NASA scientists spotted the 
face in the Viking films "but never 
took it seriously.'' 

"NASA has never taken a posi­
tion that it is nonsense or science," 
he said. "But I admit that NASA 
has not shown much interest." 

Soffen said that some of the 
world's finest geologists have ex­
amined the photos from Mars and 
"even those who were looking for 
something bizarre never picked up 
on it. They said what we were see­
ing is light and shadow." 

Randolfo Pozos, the executive 
director of The Mars Project, said 
that members of the organization, 
whom he did not name, are divided 
about the origin of the face on 
Mars. 

"Some of our group feel this is a 
lost civilization," he said. "Others 
think it is just an interesting 
geologic formation." 

NASA plans to launch an unman­
ned probe, called the Mars 
Observer, in five years, and 
Hoagland said it will have on board 
a camera that could settle the ques­
tion about the origin of the stone 
features on the planet. 

Soffen said that the features 
could possibly be photographed, 
but he knew of no firm plans to do 
so. 

"It could be this kind of thing 
(publicity) that could stimulate so­
meone to point a camera at it," he 
said. But he added: "I'm not going 
to spend my time on something like 
that." 
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Bi foot 
So, has anyone seen the Yeti, yet? 

STORY BY T. c. BROWN • PHOTOS BY TIM JOHNSON 

~ 

McARTHUR, Ohio - This was 
not to be a typical trek into the 
wilds in search of an exotic 

animal. No, nothing was ordinary 
about this expedition. 

First, we were stalking that never­
captured, rare beast, Bigfoot. Second. 
hunters would use women to snag the 
creature's curiosity and draw it out of 
the woods. 

And we weren't scouring the majes­
tic Himalayas or the tangled timber­
lands of the Pacific Northwest. We 
were bound for our own back yard near 
the Experimental Forest sev~ral miles 
from this sleepy little burg in southern 
Ohio. 

Local scuttlebutt for dozens of 
years has put Bigfoot - a k a . Sas­
quatch, the Yeti. the Abominable 
Snowman - in the area. We hoped to 
bag him, or her, with eyewitness ac­
eounts and photographs. Forget about 
the arsenal that the organizers 
brought along, but more on that later. 

WITH TIM JOHNSON, a Dispatch 
photographer, I headed south to link up 
with Bob Gardiner. a Bigfoot aficion­
ado for 20 years. Gardiner, 45, formed 
the North American Sasquatch Re­
search Team in Columbus in 1974. He 
has never seen the hairy creature, but 
he aimed to prove its existence this 
time with the help of friends and the 
news media. 

'Mark Of 
Devil' 

On Man 

Aside from a pricluy 
sensation and sudden 
contraction of the 
muscles, Mr Bri~ ex­
perienced no unpleasant 
effects. 

The fluid passed down 
his body. tore the works 
or his watch to pieces, 
breaking the cover, 
ripped his left trousers 
leg from top to bottom, 
and bursted his left bool 

Michigan, USA 
A curious electric 

phenomenon is reported 
from Fayette township, 
Hillsdale county. One 
evening a lively thunder 
shower passed over that 
region, during which the 
play of lightning was 
peculiarly frequent. 

Just before the storm 
broke. Amon J. Bri~. a 
farmer living midway 
between Hillsdale and 
Jonesville, who is quite 
bald. his head being 
smooth and shiny, went 
into his back yard to 
frighten away some cats 
that were fighting on the 
woodpile. So intent were 
they on exterminating 
one another as to allow 
Farmer Briggs to ap­
proach within a few feet 

At the same instant 
there was a great crash, 
and an electric bolt 
struck the woodpile, 
scattering It and stiffen­
ing the cats in an intense 
rigor mortis. 

When he entered the 
house his wife fainted. 
Unconscious of the 
cause, the farmer has­
tened to bring her to. 

The first words she 
uttered. "Oh, Amos, the 
Devil has set his mark 
on you'" excited his curi­
osity. and he looked in 
the glass and found the 
image of a black cat pho­
tographed in silhouette 
on his bald front. 

Curiosity being satls· 
fied, they tried to 
remove the obnoxious 
marking, using such 
homely remedies as 
soapends and scouring­
brick. vinegar and ashes, 
etc, but to no purpose. 
However, in the morning 
the picture was much 
faded , and by noon it 
had quite disappeared. 

October 22, 1887. 

Everyone was to gather last Thurs­
day at a home just outside the village. 

Pulling up behind a double line of 
Ranger and Bronco trucks in front of 
the meeting place, we mentally pre­
pared for an exhausti ng hike into the 
boondocks. 

In no time. danger reared its ugly 
head. High-bailing tractor-trailer rigs 
nearly sucked us O\'er the gravel on the 
berm of Rt. 50 as Mike Claar, 39, of 
Hamden, Ohio, led us on foot toward 
the camp. 

The walk along the highway, al­
though short, took longer than the trek 
into the woods. In clear earshot of 
traffic, we stopped on a slight rise 
under the shadow of a ramshackle 
cabin overlooking a ravine. Tall, 
straight-as-an-arrow maple trees 
wrapped the area with a thick foliage 
roof. 

GARDINER SAID the beast had 
been seen cruising through here on 
se\·eral occasions. Claar took us to a 
creek where a medium-sized paw print 
with toelike impressions was plastered 
in the mud. It had been made within 
the past 12 hours. 

"I think one of these big creatures is 
traipsing around," said Claar, as we 
examined a second print. 

If Sasquatch was near, he wasn't 
alone. At one point, more than 20 
people were rambling about ... most of 

them news reporters, photographers 
and television camera crews, some 
drawn by a story in The Dispatch about 
Gardiner's upcoming expedition. 

As time wound down, television 
klieg lights replaced the sun. Camera­
men shot pictures of other cameramen. 
If Bigfoot appeared now, he'd need a 
pair of Wayfarers to shade his eyes. 

Gardiner, seeking media validation 
of his quest, got more attention than he 
expected. 

"There are too many media and too 
many TV people," he said at one frus­
trated junction. "You just can't do it 
that way." 

As dusk faded to black, it was ap­
parent that the hunt would actually be 
a sit. Gardiner hoped to draw Bigfoot 
to the camp while two or three others 
listened for its approach from outside 
the area. We all were bait. 

GARDINER BROUGHT enough 
fire power to start a coup d'etat: two 
elephant guns; a shotgun; twin .45-
caliber automatics, hanging in holsters 
beneath his armpits; a .357-Magnum; 
and a .44-Magnum. Other hunters 
lugged two shotguns and four large­
caliber pistols. As our final line of 
defense, Melody Bowman, 33, of Colum­
bus carried a canister of Mace. 

As the night progressed, the pros 
told Bigfoot stories over a blazing fire 
while we amateurs bet on who would 

Bob Gardiner, head honcho of Bigfoot ·expedition,' passes time in 
Ninja meditation position 

Melody Bowman peeks around shotgun barrel as Bernie Ballard~ · 
left, and Gardiner keep vigil for Bigfoot 

run the fastest if the furry fellow made 
a guest appearance. · 

Just after 10 p.m., Claar, posted 
outside the camp, heard a "babylike" 
cry in the woods across the highway. 
Several of us went in pursuit with a 
Louisville, Ky., television crew and its 
night-vision camera. 

Within 30 minutes, two shrill howls 
pierced the night. No one doubted the 
form of beast. Inebriated local resi­
dents, aware of the hunt, yelped out car 
windows as they drove past. 

While we were away from camp, the 
walkie-talkies quit and Gardiner put 

everyone on "red alert." Elec­
tronic equipment often malfunc­
tions when Sasquatch is nearby, 
he said. 

The scene was tense when we 
returned to camp. Everyone stood 
at the perimeter peering into the 
woods. Something was circling. 

The television crew fired up its 
night camera. Gardiner held his 
rifle ready. The camera zoomed in 
on a glowing eye moving within 
100 meters of camp. If Bigfoot was 
afoot, it was doing a belly crawL 
The eye was very €lose to the 
ground. 

AFTER THE excitement died, 
so did the campers. A rough night 
sleeping on a bed of rocks under a 
lean-to in the rain did little to 
boost my enthusiasm for my first 
big game hunt. Claar stayed up all 
night on watch. He heard some­
thing around 2 a.m., but had little 
to fear. Guttural , chain-saw snor­
ing rumbled through the camp, 
keeping away all life forms. 

A man living more than a mile 
from our tamp later told Lexing­
ton, Ky., television reporter Dave 
Shuffett that he heard unusual 
sounds at 4:30 a.m. 

"It was like a bull-a-bellering, 
it was," he said, refusing to give 
his name. 

IN THE morning, the Louis­
ville television group took its 
night camera home. Milt and Su­
san Erb, along with Bowman, ar­
rived from Columbus with more 
unhappy news: a WCMH-TV 
newscast in Columbus had de­
scribed the women in the expedi­
tion as Bigfoot bait. 

The women were not pleased. 
"It makes me feel like I should 

run around naked, and I've had 
my clothes on the whole time," 
said Melissa Phelps of Somerset, 
Ky. 

"It about makes it sound like 
we were tied to a tree," added 
Linda Wygle of Delaware, Ohio. 

Gardiner hoped to lure Bigfoot 
with women because he believes 
the creature is curious about fe­
males and children. 

The remainder of Friday was 
uneventfuL More media inter­
views, a tromp through a grave­
yard where Gardiner detected odd 
smells several years before and a 
hike around a ravine where we 
found evidence of wild turkeys 
and saw two turtles making whoo­
pee. During the afternoon, distant 
barking sounds were heard . 
"That's it," veteran Bigfooters 
said. Sounded suspiciously like a 
dog to me. 

BY EVENING, Johnson and I 
decided to make our own tracks -
for home. The adventure was stag­
nant and the adventursome were 
in dire need of a hot shower and a 
cold beer. 

One last muddy imprint was 
noted as we dragged ourselves 
back to our truck. With a glance 
and a wave, we bid adieu to Bi~­
foot country and pondered tnc 
tongue-in-cheek opinion {)f Bill 
Roberts of Somerset. He figured 
out why the creature was a no­
show. 

"He mav have sat around and 
watched us' and decided there was 
no intelligent life around the 
campfire at all." 
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hope people don't get trigger happy 
- I want to emphasize that." He 
believes if it isn't a bear, it must be 
a hoax. 

A spokesman for the Golden 
Grotto said he knows of no hoax 
going on with a gorilla suit. ' 'All our 
gorilla suits are accounted for -
They're all here." 

Robert Zachary, district super­
visor of the Wildlife Management 
Division in Craighead County said 
he, by nature, has to remain skep­
tical of such reports. 

"I don't have a good explanation 
for (the sightings)," Zachary told 
The Sun. "As a member of the scien­
tific community I have to be a little 
skeptical. 

"If I were making an educated 
guess," h'e said, "I would say it is a 
bear." 

He said a bear sighting was re­
ceived and investigated south of 
Jonesboro on May 7. 

Zachary also noted that it is not 
his intention to discredit anyone. 
"They think they saw what they 
think they saw," said Zachary. 

But, while Sasquatch and other 
such creatures have been seen, and 
even photographed over the years, 
none has been captured nor have 
any remains of them been found. 
Also, Zachary said, there have nev­
er been any reports of any human 
being harmed by one of the crea­
tures . 

Even Arkansas State University 
basketball coach Nelson Catalina 
has seen the creature. 

Catalina said he was returning 
from the Newport High School 
athletic banquet on the night of 
May 9 and had just turned left at the 
intersection of 226 and U.S. 49 spur 
and was driving north on 226 when 
he saw a tall creature crossing the 
highway in front of his car, leap 
across a ditch and scramble up a 
dk't embankment. 

He said it appeared to be at least 
seven feet tall and at first he 
thought it was someone pulling a 
prank. "I slowed down, thinl(ing 
there may be some kids up the road 
waiting to see a reaction," the 
coach said. But he saw no one. 

If it was a gorilla suit, Catalina 
said it was a well-fitted one. 

He still thinks it was someone 
playing a trick. 

But he was not certain enough 
that {t was a prank to spread it 
around. He only told neighbor and 
friend Skip Highfill. But, Highfill 
laughed at him. 

Wednesday morning, however, 
he overheard two women in the 
ASU Convocation Center talking 
about a creature they spotted west 
of Jonesboro Tuesday night. 

Catalina could not hold his secret 
any longer. 

Janna Bowen, who works in the 
ASU ticket office in the Convoca­
tion Center, said she and Teresa 
Ryan were returning from Weiner 
and were near the Oak Grove 
Church on Arkansas 349 when they 
saw a startling sight - something 
black leaped in front of their car 
and crossed the highway. 

She said they had just talked ab­
out the sharp curves in the highway 
at that point and were concentTat­
ing on the road. 

" Teresa would not talk aboutlt.at 
first ," Janna said. "I asked ber, 
'Did you see what I just saw?' " 

Teresa answered that she did . 
But they said the creature did not 
look at them and they did not see its 
eyes glow like others have re­
ported. 

" I thought at first it was a man in 
black coveralls ," Janna said. She 
then saw it was hairy or furry and 
was tall and slender with long legs 
and long arms. She said it appe&J:ed 
young as it strided across the high­
way. She also feels like the creature 
is male due to the way· it walks. 

She said it crossed a ditch beMde 
the highway and disappeared into 
the " deep, dense, dark woad$" 
near the highway. 

Gibson said there are about.. 6S 
acres of dense woods on the south 
side of the highway, which actually 
travels east and west at that point. 
He said the woods are so thick that 
a person would have difficulty 
walking through them. 

Joe Cagle of Leachville, said he 
was not certain what he saw. 

"We were amazed . We don ' t 
know what we saw," Cagle said. 

Cagle was with his son-in-law and 
daughter, Mack and Sheila Lanth­
rop of Batesville. They saw the cre­
ature on Arkansas 226 near the 
same area as Coach Catalina about 
10: 15 to 10:30 on the night of May S. 

It was running along the highway 
beside their car as they headedto­
ward Jonesboro. "I thought at first 
it was a cow," Cagle said. Tlley 
could not see it well until it ran in 
front of the car across the highway 
from east to west . lt seemed to have 
come from behind a nearby how;e, 
he added. 

"It crossed the highway in thl'et!' 
strides," Lanthrop, who operates 
King Pizza in Jonesboro and Bates­
ville, said. It leaped the ditch llld 
fell on all fours , scrambled up and 
ran into nearby woods. 

Both Lanthrop and Cagle said it 
looked back at them when it fell and 
they say one of its eyes shined. 

They do not believe it was bu­
man, nor that was it a bear. 

Cagle said he is a hunter and bas 
seen bears in the woods. "They will 
stand up on their hind legs and take 
a couple of steps," he said. " But, 
bears run on all fours , not on his 

hind legs. 
"I never did believe in this (B!g­

foot) stuff," Cagle said. " I don't 
know what we saw, but it was not a 
bear and it was not a man." 

He said it was seven feet tall and 
slender. 

"It was coal black and shiny," 
Cagle said. "It was beautiful." 

Lanthrop said it appeared almost 
blue-black and bad what he de­
scribed as feathery looking fur 
along its legs, which be described 
as flags, like some long-haired dogs 
have. 

Lanthrop said he turned his car 
around and drove back, stopping at 
the house. He said dogs at the house 
were barking furiously. The resi­
dent said his dogs had been barking 
a lot before that and for several 
days. 

Cagle said he returned to the site 
the next day to look at the groUnd 
where the creature fell. He said 
there were scuff marks on tile 
ground, which was dry and hard, 
and he could make out marks tbat 
appeared to have been made by 
running feet. He said the creature's 
strides were six or seven feet long. 

He said it took only three strides 
for it to cross the highway and itran 
with its knees slightly bent liKe a 
sprinter. 

Some of those who saw the crea­
ture agreed it looked like a drawing 
of Sasquatch that has appeared in 
Reader's Digest. 

But, is what they saw really Big­
foot, a large bear or someone play­
ing a prank? 

They're not sure, but they all 
agree that they saw somethin~ . As 
Cagle put it: "It was somethmg I 
had never seen before." 

One man perhaps summed upfhe 
feelings of everyone involved. -'Dte 
mystery of it sends cold chillsup 
your spine." 

ARKANSAS GAZE:rl'E, Little 
Rock, AR - July 10, 1988 

• Jonesboro 
BIG SNEAKER- Bigfoot has 

returned to Jonesboro, but this 
time he left a trail of hair, officials 
said. Two teen-agers spotted the 
"creature" on state Highway 349 
one night about a week ago. Even 
though they believed the furry 
creature was a man in a gorilla 
suit, they decided to wait until the 
next day to investigate. When 
they returned, the teens found a 
three-inch square of shiny - and 
fake- hair. The first sightings 

19 were reported in May, but offi-
cials didn't know what to make of 
it. A wildlife officer found tennis 
shoe tracks at the scene, prompt-
ing him to dub the creature "Big 
Tennis Foot." 
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Scientists Probe Mystery Of Ball Lightning 
Shortly after a thunderstorm coring to the factory worker, who sojourned to Tokyo to ponder the According to Otsuki, approxi- Several of the inventors un- Ph.D because people would've 

last swnmer passed through the had been watching television at riddle of ball lightning. mately one case of ball lightning veiled plans for experiments to said I was crazy," said Ohtsuki. 
Hungarian town of Abony, about the time. Records depicting the free- appears in the Japanese ar- recreate fusion, which they be- Ohtsuki says he hopes 100,000 
80 kilometers southeast of The scene may sound like the floating balls that travel for chipelago every 10 days, but lieve occurs in ball lightning, for volunteers will turn cameras and 
Budapest, three neighbors ob- stuff of science-fiction films or an several seconds to dozens of most are unobserved. One out of use as a possible future source of videos on nature during a one­
served a reddish ball measuring anthology on the supernatural, minutes, sometimes penetrating 40 Japanese will witness a fire commercial energy. week period in late July in order 
a haH meter in diameter floating but according to nuclear safety keyholes and even closed win- ball during his or her lifetime, he The plasma explanation to capture more examples to add 
slowly toward the home of a fac- engineer George Egely who in- dows, date back over 1,000 years, says, and a small percentage of seemed to gain the most curren- to the estimated 6,000 cases 
tory worker. vestigated the incident, it is the according to experts. them will be killed by explosion cy among the scientists, some of reported worldwide. 

The ball touched a television work of a little-understood But so far attempts to explain or electric shock. whom had been pondering the Now a well known physicist 
antenna on the roof and split into phenomenon called "ball the sometimes deadly phenome- Typically, the balls of fire, esoteric topic fortwoormorede- and editor of "Parity," a month-
five smaller spheres, and sec- lightning." non have failed. which appear in several colors cadeS- often in semi-secrecy. ly magazine affiliated with the 
onds later the family's Soviet- Egely, a researcher at Hun- Indeed, for years many scien- and shapes, range from a few U.S. periodical "Physics To-
made television lay shattered, its gary's Central Research Insti- tists doubted the existence of ball centimeters in diameter to the Indeed, one reason scientists day," the 52-year-()ld Ohtsuki 

have not made a more concert-knobs popped off and metal parts tute for Physics, was among lightning, which vanishes as size of a basketball. In the West ed effort to crack the riddle is be- says he has reached the "best 
scattered. some 30 scientists from eight quickly as it appears, sometimes they have been.associated with age" to start research because 10 

The room was full of dust from countries who gathered at with a bang so powerful that it thunderstorms, thus the name cause they fear being ridiculed, years from now people will label 
a hole where one of the mysteri- Tokyo's Waseda University from seems to defy the laws of ball lightning, but they are also says conference organizer him an old fuddy-duddy. Oh-
ous globes had drilled three cen- July 4 to 6 for the first interna- physics. seen during clear weather. Ohtsuki. tsuki's fascination with ball 
timeters through the wall to find tional conference dedicated to Today, a majority of scientists Explanations of the phenome- "For almost all people in- lightning date backs over four 

volved in this field, this is side the electric system. The wiring ball lightning, a rare and mys- believe ball lightning exists, ac- non proffered by some of the 30 decades when, at age 10, he per-
in the adobe home was gone - terious phenomenon that some cording to resarchers at the scientists, including researchers work," said Ohtsuki, ·who as sonaly witnessed one of the glow-
vaporized- and the broken elec- scientists say could hold the three-day symposium. from prominent governmental leader of a recently established ing balls. 
tricity meter registered the secret to an unlimited and non- The meeting, called by Wase- and university laboratories, as ball lightning information center Adds 37-year-()ld Egely, " We 
equivalent of 'n ,000 yen worth of polluting source of fusion energy. da physics professor Y oshihiko well as entrepreneurs and inven- plans to spearhead a nationwide are really facing a new phenome­
power. Armed with photographs, Ohtsuki, was in part an attempt tors, included a theory based on campaign in pursuit of pictures non, like radioactivity was late 

A pile of papers that had been videocassettes, theories and ar- to lend legitimacy to the study of a hypothetical fourth spatial of the elusive phenomenon. last century." 
on the wooden table disappeared tifacts- a warped brass brace- these balls, which are linked by dimension, and a hitherto "I wanted to research this "We shall step into something 
without a trace, and crockery let, a plastic casing of an popular legend with spirits and unknown form of stable plasma, when I was younger, but if I had, new, unprecedented and fantas-
and windows were smashed, ac- evaporated wire- the scientists ghosts. or ionized gas. I wouldn't have received my tic." (Kyodo) 
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THE great Yeti 
argument rages 
on! 

Doubters include 
bookies William Hill 
who have refused to 
pay out on 66-1 bets 
that the legendary 
snowman of the 
Himalayas exists. 

And the Natural His-­
tory Museum last week 
described evidence 
brought back by moun-

By lAIN WALKER 
who WIS on the Yeti hunt 

never known its prey 
killed in such an 
unusual way. 

incidents reported by 
the Bonington team. 

These included two 
ski-poles mysteriously 
vanishing from a remote 
base camp at 19,000 feet. 

The evidence was dis­
covered in the Upper 
Menlung Valley in Tibet 
close to the spot where, 
1n 1951, British moun­
taineers Eric Shipton 
and Michael Ward 
found and photographed 
giant 'Yeti' footprints on 
a glacier. 

~ ~~eer;,~FasBo~e 

Dr Rodney Jackson, of 
the Californian Institute 
of Environmental Sci­
ence, who spent two 
years in the Himalayas 
photographing and 
tracking the rare ani­
mal, said: 'What bothers 
me most is the fact the 
Bonington expedition 
found two dead sheep. 

Chris Bonington said: 
'I am absolutely con­
vinced the Yeti exists. 
There is far too much 
solid evidence which the 
Natural History 
Museum cannot scien­
tifically explain.' 

cient'. 
~ They said the most 
~ important specimens, 

the carcasses of two 
skinned and filleted wild 
mountain sheep, had 
probably been killed by 
a snow leopard. 

Curious 

But that ruling ha.s 
caused strong contro­
versy among zoologists. 

'The snow leopard is a 
solitary hunter which 
attacks one prey at a 
time, and I don't believe 
it could be the animal 
responsible for these 
curious killings.' 

Reinhold Messner, the 
Italian mountaineer, is 
now in Central Tibet on 
a one-man expedition to 
find the Yeti. 

The world's leading 
authority on the snow 
leopard said he had 

Dr lain Bishop, bead 
of zoology at the Natu­
ral History Museum, 
also said he was unable 
to explain the other 

He claims to have 
stumbled across the 
creature on a trip to 
Nepal last year. 

Biggest Bigfoot hunt 
ends up a bigger bust 

UoJted PnalDtornalioDal 

McARTHUR, Ohio - Sear­
chers convinced that a hairy, 
apelike animal variously known 
as Big Foot, Yeti or Sasquatch 
has been hiding out in the hills 
of Vinton County have failed to 
locate the creature. 

Ther.e have been hundreds of 
re ported sightings oi Big Fool 
in Ohio , including several near 
the town of McArthur in Vinton 
County. 

Encouraged by these ac­
counts , a hunt described as the 
largest , best-organized Big Foot 
search ever undertaken in Ohio 
was launched this week . But 
after several days in Vinton 
County 's woods, searchers had 
found no sign of the elusive 

creature, not even a foot print. 
"I walked these woods all 

night and I've got nothing w 
show for it," said Bob Gardiner 
of Burnside, Ky ., who put 
together this year's hunt and­
participated in a 19HO search in 
Vinton County after numerous 
reported Big Foot sightings. 

"There was a time in the 
middle of the night when we 
heard something in the under­
brush not far from camp. But 
we're pretty sure it was a 
deer," Gardiner said . 

The search drew people from 
Ohio, Kentucky and Michigan, 
who began converging on the 
village of McArthur on Thurs· 
day. 

gs RICHARD C. HOAGLAND 
0"1 
.- Guest columnist 

~ ~ Let's look closer at planet's 'face' 
3 
l'j ALAMEDA, calif. - Hu- Our tentative conclusions Richard C . Hoagland is 

manity has always wondered if have been arrived at only after founder of The Mars ProJect 
5:S it is alone in the universe. Now, five years of applying a variety and author of The Monuments 

as the USSR launches its most of state-of-the-art analytical of Mars. 

i
~ ambitious unmanned mission techniques, ranging from sys- - - --- -----­

to the planet Mars, we may be terns analysis of the inexplica- term geopolitical consider­
on the eve of finding out. ble geometric pattern of the ations to technological and sci· 

. After half a decade of quiet "a~facts" nhto intensivetscomfpthut- efinrstith"ficanfdallpossout I!brolemeextraxamteirnri~ 
'jj deliberations, The Mars Pro- er-1mage e ancemen . o e -..,.­
< ject- composed of multidisci- objects themselves - mclud- trial structures on another 

plinary scientists representing ing 3-D digital reconstructio~ world, only serves to under-

~
~ a broad swath of scientific and "fractel" pattern analysis score a dismal fact: the present 

thinking - announced last of the most controversial ?b- disarray of U.S. space activity 
week our initial finding;: Some ject, a mile-long, 1,50G-foot high and plans. 
striking, enigmatic objects pho- humanoid "face." The USA, out of sheer pru­

~ tographed in 1976 by NASA's The probability that there dence, must be a player in the 
~ unmanned Viking may repre- are actually intelligently de- game. Ideally, in keeping with 

sent the long-abandoned ruins signed artifacts lying on the the grand vision which took us 
of an ancient technical society, planet Mars is small - but is to the moon, we should take an 
arrayed across the planet. Be- not zero! The Soviet Union, via immediate leadership position 
cause the next NASA craft ca- its current Phobos mission, is in verifying our own data. Or, 
pable of providing answers to in a unique position to turn this at least cooperate in some im­
this question is not returning to small probability into a stun- mediate and meaningful way 
Mars for five years, we have ning confirmation. with others attempting to veri­
turned to our Soviet colleagues The implications of Soviet fy the Viking photographs. Giv­
for a possible earlier answer verification of intelligently de- en the possible consequences 
via their current "Phobos" mis- signed artifacts on a neighbor- of not acting, how is it "scientif-
sion to the Martian moons. ing world, ranging from near- ic" not to look? 

"There Is Definitely 
f: Something Out There" 
~ 

By RIIIItll Hmry 

Joe Cagle of Leach­
ville knew that the 
creature he saw on the 
night of Thursday, May 
5, was not just a cow 
that had gotten loose. 
"It was about 9:30-10:00 
p.m •. , and I was driving 
down Highway 226 near 
the 63 Bypass outside ~ 
Jonesboro when I saw a 
creature about seven 
feet ta 11, weighing 
probably 300 pounds and 
having thick fur." 

"The creature was 
rtm1l irra dOW"ft t-tw ree;it­
side ditch, and then it 
came out of the ditch 
and ran upright across 
the highway and dis­
appeared into a patch of 
woods on the other 
side," Cagle explained. 

"It took only thre<.' 
strides to cr o ss th e 
highway!" Mr. Cag l e als o 
stated, "I don't belie v e: 
it was a bear o r a human 
because bear s usually 
run on all fo urs, a nd 
this cr e at u r e ran 
upright with i. ts kn ee s 
slightly bent, unli k e 
humans." 

"The whole thing h as 
been blown out of pro­
portion," Cagle stated. 
·~ h~ve never believed 
in anything such as a 
Bigfoot; however, I saw 
something that night 
that I have never seen 
before." 

In spite of this re­
mark, the interview was 
concluded by Cagle say­
ing, "There is de finite­
ly something out there." 
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