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Erneat Staricka aketchea the UFO he apotted on Aua. 25 
at the aouth fork of the Willapa River. 

Fisherman reports seeing 
UFO hovering over river 

BY THERESA WILLEFORD 
Ernest Staricka had some 

visitors on his Aug. 22 fishing 
trip whom he thinks were out of 
this world. 

Startcka, a retired Iron worker, 
set off on a fishing trip at 8 :30 
a .m . with a friend that morning 
on the south fork of the W11lapa 
River. The pair were looking for 
Searun Cutthroat Sahnon. 

"At about 11:20, we were 40 
yards up from the old Koski 
MUI. " Staricka said . "My 
companion was facing me. I 
looked up and suddenly saw an 
awful bright object coming at 
me at an angle from over the 
Wlllapa H11ls, about 3,000 feet 
away." • 

The round, glowing object was 
moving at about 25 to 30 mlles 
per hour, he said, and as It came 
closer he saw that It appeared to 
have wavy lines of light flowing 
across the middle. 

"It was about 50 to 60 feet 
across." he said. ''When I first 
saw It, I was really frightened. I 
didn't know what It was and I 
thought 'Oh boy. we've had lt. · I 
thought might as well jump 
overboard.' 

'Then when It got closer I saw 
It had points at each side . I 
thought at first It was an 
airplane and the wings had 
broken off, but I saw It did not 
have jagged edges. There were 
also outlines on the points, 
shaped like doors. I can't say 
they were doors, but that's what 
they looked llke. 

''That's when I knew It was a 
UFO and I wasn't frightened 
anymore, because I know they 
don't hurt you. They've never 
hurt anyone else who has seen 
them." 

Starlcka was wearing 
sunglasses at the time but the 
strong light from UFO stlll made 
him wince. He said his 
companion, who was not 
wearing any glasses could 
barely stand to look at the 
object and could not see the two 
points. 

"It was beautiful." Starlcka 
said. "It seemed to be spinning 
as It hovered about 300 feet up. 
There was no noise and no 
smoke." 

The object floated from the 
right side of the golf course over 
the left and disappeared behind 
the trees. It apparently flew 
behind the trees and returned to 
Its original position, because 
when Starlcka travelerl 
upstream he spotted It on the 
right side of the golf eourse 
again. It hovered sllently there 
for 10 seconds, at 
approximately 150 yards from 
the ground before disappearing 
at a level height behind the 
brush toward the course. 

Starlcka said he noticed 
another fisherman on the South 
Fork when he started fishing 
that morning, but by the t.I.Q:le he 
returned to the same area he 
was gone. 

"I have read that 95 percent of 
the people who see UFOs don't 
report it." Starlcka said by way 
of explaining why no one but 
himself reported the sighting. 
"Also, it hovered by the trees 
beyond the golf course. so 
golfers would not have seen lt. 
And remember, there was no 
noise and no smoke." 

Staricka reported his finding 
to the Raymond pollee as well as 
the State Patrol. He was told by 
officials at both department• 
that no one else reported seeing 
anything unusual. 

Raymond Pollee Chief Tom 
Wllson said the Staricka 
in c ident is the only UFO 
sighting reported, "for a long, 
long time. " He also said the 
pollee do not plan on doing 
anything about the sighting. 

"He saw something, but what 
we don't know, " Wllson said, 
noting that he knows Starlcka 
and considers him a 
responsible person. 

"This Is getting pretty bad 
around here," Wllson laughed. 
"Burning stagecoaches, UFOs, 
what's next?' 

Startcka, however, says he has 
spoken to several persons who 
have had slmllar experiences. 

"I talked to this Interesting 
lady who lives on the South 
Fork." he said. "She told me she . · 
saw a sl.mJ.].s obje.et aaout ~ 
,-ra ago. Mother CUY also ~!Did 
me he spotted one on the South 
Fork. hovering over people'• 

Question of the week: 

Do you believe • lR UFO~? 

"Well, I've seen a couple of 
them. I saw one one night. I 
didn't believe It myself. They've 
gotta be UFO's. I was sitting in 
my front room and there were 
four big lights and It was too big 
to be an airplane. They were 
heading south right out of town, 
at about 11 o'clock at night, 
right before I was going to bed. 
Those llghts were at least 100 
feet apart, and It was too big to 
be an airplane. I've done a lot of 
flying, and the llghts were too far 
apart to be landing llghts. If 
people don't belleve In UFO's, 
well, I saw this with my own 
eyes. I couldnt belleve lt. They 
were going so fast. That was 
about six months ago." 

Ray Alllaon 
Raymond 

Letters 
to the editor 

We welcome letters to the 
editor on local topics. 
Brevity Ia appreciated, 
although not always 
required. The letters should 
be stgned, and may be 
edited. 

houses six or seven years ago. 
WhUe admitting that he bar: 

always read about UFOs and 
been Interested In the subject, 
Startcka. 67, says that this Is his 
~t sighting and stresses that 
"'I'm not the kind of guy to make 
something up just to get In the 
newspaper." 

"It was so beautiful. so 
graceful, and there was such a 
feeling of goodwtll, that I· didn't 
want It to go away," he said. 'The 
Skies seemed so empty when It 
was gone. I wanted more of ll" 

Staricka says he does not 
know where the object came 
from, but knows he and his 
partner were seen by whatever 
or whomever was In the UFO. 

When asked what he would 
have done If the object had. 
landed and allen beings 
emerged, Staricka laughs and 
aays be yrould have greeted 
~.sn ... - "old tla~'a ... " 

'1 would have saki, The fiehJnC 
.. · louay but you should haYe 
been here yesterday.'" 

"No. I never saw one before. If I 
saw one, I'd belleve in tl" 

Erika Ekman 
Raymond 

"No, because I just don 't 
belleve in them." 

Joy Snow 
Raymond 

"No. I just don't belleve In 
them. (Sighttngs) may have 
something to do with the 
planets or something llke thal" 

Janna Deakin• 
Raymond 

"I have no idea, by my mom 
says she saw one." 

Kim Carlaon 
Rayond 

Mort's close encounter 
NO WONDER TV loudmouth Morton Dow

ney Jr. is so outrageous! On tomorrow's show 
(Ch. 9, 11:30 p.m.), he reveals while under hyp
nosis that he was once abducted by a UFO as 
he was driving along a highway in Connecti
cut. No kidding! Downey says he even has 
scars on his chest, which he attributes to the 

::t strange encounter. 
This is all according to Michael Luckman, 

~ director of the New York Center for UFO Re
u search, who is a guest on the taped program, 

~ ~ ~~~~~~~ J::~~~n~~~~~o~~~~~~~;,ri~~o~ 
~ ~ Luckman says hypnotized Downey both before 
:Z: the show was taped and during the show itself. 
~ ; "He (Downey) said he was .surrounded ~Y a 
~ N gray fog and that his car was lifted off the htgh
a§ • way during the incident. Then he sa id that he 

~ felt sharp pains in his stomach and over his 
~ heart. Downey said that he couldn't account 

tf.l for 43 minutes of missing time." 
A Downey spokesman yesterday confi rmed 

that such a show was taped and will air tomor
row. He said Downey doesn't know whether 
the incident in question was the result of a 
UFO or was a dream. -George Maksian 
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Abductions by aliens/17 A 

Official sees light/17 A 
By Dave Richardson 
News Journal 

UFO photographs taken in Gulf 
Breeze may be a clever, complicated 
flimflam. 

Or they may be visits and contacts 
by aliens - contacts that, if proven, 
would reshape the priorities of govern· 
ments, assault religions and threaten 
the lofty human ego. 

Some researchers see flaws in the 
photos and denounce the photogra
pher's story. Othem say there are no 
flaws and no inconsistencies. 

real. 
For sure, there are claims of seeing 

unidentified flying objects, there are 
photos of craft in the sky, photos of 
blue beams, claims of terrorized citi
zens, claims that creatures spoke tO a 
Gulf Breeze man and that a creature 
looked in his window and that five of 
them walked toward him down a road. 
He says a humming in his head heralds 
the arrival of UFOs. 

EXPERTS AT ODDS: Gulf Breeze 
Mayor Ed Gray III is among many 
who say, flatly, that this is a hoax. But 
no one has decisively proved the 
contacts, or the photos, .or statements 
of the man who first saw them, to be 
fakes. 

~ Pictured here is a blue beam that J im said was 
i emitted outside the door of his house. Jim said 

So far, there is no hard eVidence of a 
hoax. 

Moreover, a Pensacola polygraph 
examiner says the photographer who 
took the dozens of shots believes what 
he says and believes his photos are 

In fact, Bruce Maccabee - · an 
optical physicist who works for the 
Navy in Washington, a respected 
scientist with a quarter of a century of 
degrees and research credits- says of 
the Gulf Breeze UFO photos: 

he photographed the beam Feb. 7. The photo 
shows part of the door f rame, lef t, and a 
person Jim declines to identify at right, 
running into the house. 

:s Gulf Breeze UFO Sighted Recently 
~ 

BY JANICE FRYE 
~ . The Gulf Breeze UFO's-are they 

back7 ... or just passing through7 

co One Sentinel reader believes , 
~ they're back, but whether they're 

back to stay for a while isanybody's 1 

guess. On her way home from work 

~ ~o~~~;,a~~~e~b~ru~f2.~~~e:i~w~~ 
~ (who wi shes to remain anonym
Q. ous) states she saw not one, but 
~ two objects over Hardee's in down-
1 town Gulf Breeze . 

"It was 8:07p.m. I made sure to 
~ notice the time. I first noticed an 

object over Hardee's, and thought 
Qi maybe I was looking a tan airplane, 
~ but it was moving so fast. I knew it 
Qi wasn 't a plane." 
~ The viewer proceeded east on 
.._. Hwy. 98 until she was in front of 
,.... Food World , where she could see 
S the craft s aga in. At this point, she 

states , " It looked like they were just 
....:l over the trees in the woods behind 
~ the Sentinel office, heading toward 
H the bay. I could only see the bottom 
f:; of the first craft-1t was humon
~ gous1 Then , three red lights on it lit 

up and winked out, one right after 
the other- it was kind of like slid
ing your finger down a piano 
keyboard-just that fast. Then, as 
1f on cue, the second craft lit up all 
at once . There were round por
tholes on the second one that I 
could see clearly, each one with 
two lights-one at the bottom and 
one at the top. They were. I believe, 
red and white lights, which pro-

.. "' 
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duced an orange glow. The only 
th ing was, the lights were glowing 
from inside the craft , not on the 
outside . And they weren 't rotating." 

The viewer described the first 
c raft as being long and round, 
about four times the size of the 
second, which looked like a child's 
top with a flat bottom. The second 
craft was immediately beh ind the 
fi rst. She added, "I got the impres
sion, bJ watching them, that the 
second craft was being towed. 
Either that. or it was just following 
very close to the big one. ,. 

Having el(perienced car trouble 
recently, the viewer stated that her 
windows were down and the air 
conditioning and radio were turned 
off . ''There was no noise what-

soever. At that distance I could 
easily have heard a plane, but all I 
could hear was the other traffic 
around me." 

"I lost sight of them at that point, 
and drove home, a few miles out 
98. I called my mother and told her 
what I had seen and she went out to 
look. She lives close to the bay. She 
didn't see the objects. but said 
there was an awful lot of jet activity 
in the area ." 

A high amount of a ircraft activity 
after a sighting seemed common
place during the earl ier sightings 
in Gulf Breeze. 

" I don't know what it was that I 
saw, but I do know I've never seen 
anything li ke it before'" the viewer 
stated. 

N.J. HERALD , Newton , NJ - Aug . 18, 1988 
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Lights in sky called 
atmospheric disturbance 

PRESS GAZETTE, Milton, FL - May 19, 1988 

By MATTHEW GRECO 
Staff Writer 

BYRAM - What were those 
lights seen over Byram Monday 
night that one couple identified as 
a UEO? 

WABC-TV Eyewitness News in 
New York City said Wednesday it 
received about 25 calls Monday 
night from callers in a wide radius 
of the city from Long Island to 
New Jersey asking about strange 
lights in the sky. 

A check by meteorologist Sam 
Champion determined they were 
coming from a storm off the New 
Jersey coast - in a southeasterly 
direction from Sussex Co•mty, said 
Eyewitness News Associate 
Producer Larry Goodman. 

Robert Pinsky of Lee Hill Road 
and his wife reported seeing lights 
in the sky to the east Monday night 
about 10 p.m. that he called UFOs. 
He described lights " like stars , but 
closer·· that shot up and down and 
a stationary pink cloud with a 
pulsating white light within it. 

GOODMAN SAID most callers 
described the lights as " static, 
staying in one place," similar to 
~ne of the phenomena Pinsky saw. 

Goodman said the lights were 
the effect of an atmospheric dis
turbance from the storm. 

National Weather Serv ice 
meteorologist Walter Zamorski in 
Newark said clouds in storms can 
sometimes cause the light from 
lightning to reflect, causing it to "
bounce" downwards. 

Zamorski's description is also 
similar to Pinsky's claim that 
other lights he saw were moving 
up and down. 

Byra m Po lic e Ch ief E skil 
Danielson said the N.J . Forest 
F ire Service Budd Lake Fire · 
Tower reported a large cell of 
thunder and lightning traveling to 
the south and east through 
Hunterdon County Monday night 
''despite the fact that it was 
crystal clear in Byram." 

Film company rep 
expresses interest 

tn UFO 'sightings' 
BY RAY MURPHY 

StalfWriter 
A caller who said be represented 

2oth Century Fox films in Los 
Angeles , Ca ., !poke by telt])hone 
wtth Sama Rosa Pres-" Guette and 
Free Press Publlaher. Jim HW 
TUesday about reported UFO 
sightings in Santa RCA County. 

niE FILM REP ~essed an 
interest in the "si«bting" reports, 
saying his look at the photographs 
published in connection with the 
events are "obvious fakes ." 

He appeared most interested in 
speaking with Gulf Breeze Mayor 
Ed Gray, III, who was on vacatioo 
and out of Gulf Breeze until late 
Tllesday eveninc. 

The ftlm company represen
tative expressr.d an Interest in the 
photographer with whom Gray had 
been in consultation regarding the 
a~tlcity oftbeph<ltographs. 

GRAY DltC~ ~ JdeDijt,y 
the IJbotolrapber Wllh whom he 
had spoken. saying theirs is a. con
fidential relationship and will re
main so urtil lle t:Jhotographer 
himself releases Gray from the 
pledge of confidentiality. 

Thus far, no one from the Press 
Gazeue or Free Press have been 
favored with an aootoacb from 
any flying obje<:U otber1han an oc
casional JnOICIUito, but. &llJ IUCh 
approach will. be. ~With 
interviews-if aadwbta tilly occ:ur. 

"I think there-is a good chance it's 
the real thing." 

Is Maccabee, despite his credentials, 
a kook? 

Philip l<tass is Maccabee's coun
terpart and his nemesis. Klass is the 
nation's, maybe the world's, chief 
debunker of UFOs. 

He leads the assault on claims of 
UFO sightings from his training as an 
electrical engineer, his experience over 
35 years as editor of Aviation Week, 
and as a founder 22 years ago of 
CSICOP, the Committee for the Study 
and Invest igation of Claims of the 
Paranonnal 

Klass says Maccabee is "one of the 
most intelligent, one of the most 
technically competent, one of the most 
rigorous" scientists he has ever crossed 
swords with. Klass puts him among 
the top five scient ists in the nation 
who study UFOs, maybe among the 
top three; 

Amateurs have fired salvos both 
for and against the truth of the 
photos and sightings. But a clash 
of experts is at the center of the 
question: Are these UFO photos 
real? 

Maccabee says, "good chance." 
Klass, says, "no way," there is 

only a "one in a j illion chance" the 
photos taken by the Gulf Breeze 
businessman are authentic . 

"I have not personally investi
gated (the Gulf Breeze sightings) ," 
Klass says from his home in 
Washington, D.C. "I wouldn't .r..- the time. I only investigate 
thole that might be genuinely 
~veto the public." 

Maccabee, for one, is genuine
Iyimpressed. He has written a 
~Ulgle-spaced, 60-page report on 
the Gulf Breeze incidents. He will 
present the report to a UFO 
~posium in Lincoln, Neb., next 
month and he plans to keep its 
contents secret until then. 

Maccabee's work includes hav
ing someone analyze the Gulf 
Breeze photos by computer, and 
this could take weeks or months. 
He declines to say who is doing the 
analysis, only that it will take 
place in Washington and Boston. 

Meanwhile, the man who first 
saw the object in the late evening 
sky last Nov. 11, and took five 
Polaroid photos of it, knows the 
scientists will probably never say 
they have proof of a UFO. 

But "Jim," the pseudonym he 
prefers so he can continue to 
shelter himself and his family, says 
that in Maccabee's report it "will 
be very clear that indeed there is, 
or was, something in the skies over 
Gulf Breeze. Then it's up to 
somebody else to show it was of a 
military nature, or extraterrestrial 
or something else." 

Using dual, automatic Polaroid 
cameras attached to a bar so they 
could shoot at the same time and 
triangulate the object - cameras 
built by Jim to Maccabee's design 
- Jim photographed the object. 
In the photo from one camera, the 
image was clear. The photo from 
the other angle shows it partially 
hidden behind a tree. 

Jim said Maccabee has said that 
if these photos were faked, they 
represent " . ·. . a bizarre level of 
capability." . . 

Likewise with a night shot Jim 
took on Soundside Drive. It shows 
the craft just above the ground, 
lighting a part of the roadway. 
The craft, Maccabee calculated, is 
13 feet in diameter. To light it and 
have it illuminate the ground, he
says, would require a crane to hold 
it, plus 1,000, 100-watt light bulbs 
powered by a 100-kilowatt genera
tor. 

Even if Maccabee pronounced 
the photos real, that still would 
not prove the existence of UFOs. 
But to Jim it would help. 

Help also could come from Dr. 
t\obert Nathan, a scientist with 
NASA's Jet Propulsion Labora
tory in California. 

Nathan has a one-and-a-half 
minute videotape taken by Jim 
that he plans to analyze, but 
llathan won't say when he will get 
...-ound to it. He has had the tape, 
Jim says, for three months. 

Nathan alao has seen the origi-
11111 still photos and Jim says, "he 2 ....teal that the photos were 

{continued on page 3) 



Mt superimposed. Other than 
that, he's staying in the com« of 
the skeptics." · 

Jim says Nathan has told him 
that if he can show the photos or 
the videotape to be fakes, he will 
blast Jim publicly with that mfor
mation. 

'PHOTOS ARE PHONY': One 
physicist who flatly calls them 
fakes is Willy Smith, co-founder of 
UNICAT, an international UFO 
information-gathering group. 

Smith claims he can see a 
support under the UFO in one 
photo, and the sizes and spacing of 
the windows is suspect, indicating 
that the object is a model that was 
painted. 

"I am absolutely convinced the 
photos are phony," Smith says. 

Jim claims the support is an 
emulsion streak on the film and 
has pointed out that Smith made 
some wrong assumptions in reach
ing his conclusions. 

Jim sticks to his guns, but he is 
concerned about debunkers who 
refuse even to consider his claims 
and his photos. 

"Debunkers are not going to 
· accept," Jim says. 

He also is concerned about the 
government. Jet Propulsion Labo
ratory, Nathan's employer, is a 
huge laboratory within the U.S. 
space program. 

"I hope the government is on 
our side. I hope the government 
doesn't come in here and squash 
me like a bug," he says. 

OrnER SIGHTINGS: Macca
bee plays down the photos and 
plays up sightings by others. He 
claims more than 100 witnesses 
have reported 60 sightings in and 
around Gulf Breeze within the last 
six months. 

"This isn't just all based on 
(Jim)" Maccabee says of the UFO 
interest. 

But it started with Jim the 
evening of Nov. 11, 1987, when he 
took the five photographs from his 
front yard. He also claims he 
photographed the object 32 more 
times over the next months, video
taped it, and watched it land on 
Soundside Drive. 

It was on Soundside that he says 
he watched it deposit five aliens on 
the road. Jim says he stopped, 
dived under his truck, then, as the 
aliens approached, he got back in 

(continued from page 2- HEWS JOURNAL, Pensacola, _FL- May 21, 1988) 
and drove off. p.c.tothe Gulf are- ......a.. 

But he photographed a hoverinc ..... to ·tell . my community, 
object that illuminated the road- 'Look at the . skies. Then's aome-
way with a bright circle of light. thing out there.' " . 

He claima to ha~e been startled Since then he has lost work, 
by an alien face peering through a faced devastating. ridicule, read 
window of his. home. He says the out-of-town journalists' "selec
aliena have conununicated to him, tively remember'• facts, and been 
at times in Spanish, and that their called crazy. 
craft has shot down a blue beam. In February, he voluntarily took 
On~. Jim says, the blue beam a polygraph test in Pensacola that 

immobilized him and lifted him lasted nearly six hours over two 
three feet off the ground. Another days. He paid $450 for it out of hia 
time, he says he photographed the own pocket, up front. 
beam outside his back door. "The polygraph," he saya, "was 

UFOLOGISTS AT ODDS: The complete hell." 
sightings have provided a field day The chair he sat in resembled an 
for ufologists- those who study electric chair, the operator was a 
reports of UFOs, abductions, miss- total skeptic, Jim was "totally 
ing time, car engines mysteriously intimidated." 
abutting off, weird electrical inter- "I knew I was telling the truth," 
ruptions and the like. he said, "but you don't know that 

But the two major U.S. groups machine knows you're telling the 
of ufologists are at odds over truth." . 
whether to believe Jim and his Among the questions asked by 
photos. polygraph operator Harvey 

Robert Boyd, an investigator in McLaughlin, Jr. were: 
Mo9ile for one of the groups, 1. "Did you lie or falsify the 
CUFOS, the Center for UFO information you have furnished 
Studies, says the photos are "most me concerning the UFOs you have 
probably a hoax." seen? . 

CUFOS has not said how the 2. Did you in any way falsify or 
photos wen! fabricated. They, too, lie about the photographs you 
say the windows on the space craft have presented concerning these 
aren't spaced evenly, implying UFOs?" 
that an alien would probably space 3. "Did you in any way falsify or 
the windows evenly. lie about the humanoid beings that 

In an April CUFOS bulletin, you saw or any other physical 
Boyd and Mark Rodeghier, scien- evidence that you have pres
tific director for the group, ques- ented?" 
tion other imperfections in the McLaughlin's opinion: 
photos- a waviness in the photos "With the information that is 
suggesting they were taken near, available to this examiner at this 
or reflected off, water; "the obvi- time, it is felt that (Jim) truly 
ous non-symmetrical shape of the believes that the photographs and 
UFO and the flaw in its bottom personalsightings he has described 
rim. . . . " CUFOS also says the are true and factual to the best of 
other UFO group bungled the his ability." 
investigation. WHY HE SPEAKS OUT: De-

The other group, the Mutual bunkers anger Jim. He is adamant. 
UFO Network has not pronou~ced He says, "I know what is true" so 
the photos real or fake. he keeps talking. 

Walter Andrus, international di- But Boyd Rodeghier and Smith 
rector of MUFON, says, "The also are ada:nant. 
~· ~ far as ;~e're concerned, is Jim counters: "When you know 
still wtde open. the truth, how do you ignore it?" 

He calls the case either the best Still, he really doubts that 
they have worked on, or the best anyone will "prove" there are 
orchestra~ ho~. He adds that UFOs or even that his claims are 
the~ IS holdmg up well under not crazy. Without some kind of 
scrutmy. proof, he has no idea what will 

LIE DETECTOR TEST: Jim happen next. 
says he is speaking out, and 
originally delivered the first five 

Gulf Breeze UFO 
The often-photographed Gulf 

Breeze craft emits a beam in 
this photograph taken by the 
anonymous Gulf Breeze busi
nessman known as "Jim." Sev
eral people have reported see
ing the beam. This photo, a 
copy of the original, was report
edly taken in December. 

Councilwoman among witnesses 
By Michael Burke 
News Journal 

GULF BREEZE - A city 
councilwoman is among scores of 
Gulf Breeze residents who say 
they have seen a brightly lighted 
UFO cruising low over the city. 

Council member Brenda Pollak 
said that March 17, she was 
crossing the Pensacola Bay bridge 
when she saw a strange orange 
light pulsating over Gulf Breeze. 
Pollak said the object was moving 
just above the tree tops and it was 
larger and brighter than any 
aircraft light she had ever seen. 

Pollak lost sight of the object as 
she got off the bridge, but she saw 
it again as she drove along Shore
line Drive. She said abe pulled over 
and watched the object for three 
or four seconds before it suddenly 
disappeared. 

Upon returning home, she found 
a note from her husband, Buddy, 
saying he had gone to Shoreline 
Park. When she got to the park, 
she said, she found her husband 
and several others examining pho
tographs under the headlights of a 
truck. 

She was told that "Jim," the 
Gulf Breeze businessman who says 
he has taken 37 photographs of 
UFOs over the past six months, 
had just snapped two simulta
neous photographs. 

Jim, who has asked to remain 
anonymous, said he photographed 
a UFO about the same time Mrs. 
Pollak observed the object over 
Gulf Breeze. He said he joined 
Buddy Pollak and several other 
people that evening at Shoreline 
Park to look for the UFO. 

In an interview with the News 
Journal, Jim said others he joined 
at the park told him they were 
leaving to get hot chocolate. 

Less than a minute after they 
left the area where Jim had set up 

a double camera, he heard a hum 
he claims to have heard before 
previous sightings. Three or four 
minutes later, Jim reported, the 
craft blinked in and he took the 
photographs. 

The flashes of the cameras 
brought the others, still in the 
park, running back. Jim said he 
took the Polaroids to his truck and 
watched them develop in front of 
the truck's headlights. He said 
those photographs were sent to 
Dr. Bruce Maccabee, an optical 
physicist in Maryland who is 
analyzing Jim's photographs. 

Buddy Pollak said· the double 
camera took two Polaroids simul
taneously. The images that ap
peared on two photographs ap
peared to be oblong saucer objects, 
he said. 

Carlos E. Hill Jr., 55, a mechani
cal engineer from Gulf Breeze, also 
said he went to Shoreline Park 
that night to look for UFOs. He 
was in his car when he saw two 
flashes go off. 

When Hill learned from Buddy 
Pollak that Jim had taken a 
photograph, he ran down and saw 
Jim looking at Polaroids in the 
lights of the truck. 

"I saw the film develop in front 
of my eyes," Hill said. The two 
photographs of the object showed 
the same UFO shown in other 
photos taken by Jim, Hill said. 

Brenda Pollak said she has 
known Jim, whose photographs 
began the UFO controversy; · for 
four or five years. 

She said she does not believe he 
is perpetrating a hoax. "He's not 
the type of individual to do that," 
abe said. "I have no doubt about 
his veracity." 

The Gulf Breeze Sentinel, a 
weekly newspaper, has published 
dozens of descriptions from resi
dents of all agea, some of them 
anonymous, who say they saw a 

silent object moving in the sky. 
The object has most often been 

described as having an orange 
glow. Some objects were described 
as circular, spinning craft. Others 
said the object they saw was an 
oval craft or an oblong-shaped 
light. 

Reports of sightings have con
tinued since the Sentinel published 
photographs of a hovering space
ship submitted by Jim in Novem
ber 1987. 

Donald Ware of Fort Walton 
Beach, state director of the Mu
tual UFO Network, (MUFON), 
said his research group has reports 
of 68 sightings of unidentified 
objects in the Gulf Breeze area. 
Ware said the reports, made to 
MUFON and the Sentinel, in
volved 135 witnesses. 

Three witnesses from the Gulf 
Breeze lU'e8 - Jim, Mrs. Joseph 
Zammit and Truman Holcomb -
have told UFO investigators that 
they saw a blue beam of light that 
came down from the UFO. 

Investigators for Mutual UFO 
Network, a private- group that 
researches UFO sightings, said 
that Holcomb, 57, saw the blue 
beam on the night of April 28. 

He told investigators the beam 
came from a circular object with a 
bright orange light on the bottom. 

Jim claims he was immobilized 
briefly by a blue beam Nov.ll and 
again on Dec. 2,1987. 

According to the UFO group, 
Zammit. told group investigators 
from Pensacola she also saw the 
blue beam Nov. 11. 

She was awakened about 2 a.m~ 
by her dog. She said she walked a 
few feet on her back lawn when she 
saw a round object with a yellow 
to orange color emitting a path
way of blue light down to hes- dock. 
She became afraid and took her 
dog back into- the house, the UFO 
group reported. 
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Author Predicts -'Next Wave' Will Summon.UFOs 
The man who first proposed Hal"IDOidC cOn~eraence 

says another global New Age event i.J Deeded on Dec. 
31, 1989, to push the planet into the nest atep- contact 
with super-intelligent space }>einga. 

&rid, in and of itself an unp~ented achievement, 
will signal the UFOs that an equally unprecedented 
1lobal communication from them ia welcome and 
needed." 

Arguelles calls "the Nest Waw." The purpose of that 
wave, he said, "is the restoration of human and natural 
harmony by A.D. 2012, when a cosmically conscious 
humanity will enter ita nest evolutionary stage." 

Jose Arguelles of Boulder, Colo., aid in a news 
release that human beings must show up at 144 key 
sites around the world on that date and link their 
thoughts in a "harmonic grid" to aianai a welcome to 
UFOs hovering invisibly in space. 

"This is the only form of welcome that the UFOs will 
accept," he said. "Anything less than this would be 
tainted by individual, national or sectarian IJ'OUP 
interest and have no effect what~aever. 

Arauellea predicted the UFOa would respond in some 
mqnificent way the next day, Jan. 1, 1990. That, he 
said, "would mark the belinninl of a collective human 
mind-ahitt. This mind-shift, leadiDI. to a transforma
tion of attitude, and couequently to a total transforma
tion in our way of lite, would prepare ua by 1992-93 for 
the first official landinl• of plactic interdimensional 
techQical alliatance teams." 

Arguelles, wbo belieVOf uc:iellt Mayana were aliens 
who left_behind inatructioaa fpr.~ with interstel
lar helpmates, . said cont.Mt<)~., the UFOs "is the 
'Manhattan Project: ot the human ~tion. At this 
point, what do we have to lote by tlying?" 

The news release from Arguelles' publisher, Bear & 
Co. of Santa Fe, said the author describes the 
philosophy ot the Nest wave In his new book -
"Surfers of the Zuvuya: Talea of Interdimensional 
Travel." "Properly done, the synchronized human harmonic Contact with UFOs will ready the. planet for what 

BERKSHIRE EAGLE, Pittsfield, MA - June 19, 1988 CR: 8. Greenwood 

Those Flying Obiects 
Are Still With Us 

U FOs over Beartown M-ountain? 

By Derek Gentile 

A 
few weeks ago, on 

May 5, Richard 
Wells of Pleasant 
Street in Lee was out 
for a walk, enjoying 
a fairly warm spring 

evening. Around 8:30, he noticed a 
flickering light to the southwest. Wells 
at first thought it was a star. 

"But it was changing colors, green, 
blue, red," he said, "so I thou&ftt it 
was probably an airplane." 

But if it was an airplane, it was a 
strange one, because it wasn't movina. 
Wells, who later confessed it had never 
entered his mind that the light in the 
sky mi&ht be something other than 
terrestrial, figured it was a hovering 
helicopter, although he knew heli
copters do not hover in such a rigid 
pattern. Wells watched the light. for 
what he estimates was 45 minutes. 
Around 9:15 p.m., the light moved 
away and vanished. 

Wells was curious but not scared. He 
called the Pittsfield Airport, and the 
person there confirmed that no air
planes or helicopters were due in or out 
of the area that night. He also called a 
local radio station and The Eagle. 

Wells then called the state police, 
who suggested he call the Mutual UFO 
Network, a loosely linked group of 
spotters who coordinate UFO, or Un
identified Flying Object, sightings from 
all over the country and collate them at 
a main office located in Texas. 

Figuring a call couldn't hurt, Wells 
phoned the agency, which has offices in 
Boston and Columbia County. The 
agent for MUFON, Gary Levine of 
Kingston, N.Y., took Wells's statement. 
Levine. a professor of social sciences at 
Columbia-Greene Community College 
in Hudson, N.Y., has been cataloging 
local sightings for several years. He told 
Wells to take a picture of the object if 
he saw it again. 

Wells remembered. The next night, as 
he was sitting on his porch, the object 
appeared again. He snapped a few 
fuzzy shots with his small 110-
millimeter camera. 

A few days before that, Egremont 
Police Chief Michael Balcom received a 
telephone call from a woman who said 
she had seen a UFO over North Egre
mont. Balcom said the woman saw the 
object, which had bright lights, hov-
ering over Boice Road. 

Balcom and Levine examined the 
Boice Road area and came upon an 
interesting discovery - three patches of 
grass in a field off the road were 

singed. The patches were triangular and 
equidistant. Levine said an examination 
of the ground at the site is still going 
on. 

Balcom, who has been a police of
ficer for 12 years and is acknowledged 
by his fellow officers as level-headed, 
conscientious and fair, admitted he had 
neverseen anything like it. 

"It's funny, because. I never read 
science fiction or was even interested in 
it before~is," Balcom admitted . "But 
in my opinion. something happened up 
there. I don't know how to explain it, 
but something was there." 

Wells agreed. 
"I don't know what to make of it," 

he said. "But I saw something, and it 
wasn't a plane." 

By now, anyone who hasn't at least 
heard of Unidentified Flying Objects 
has probably been living on Mars. The 
term does not necessarily refer to ex
traterrestrial aircraft with alien beings 
piloting them. "UFO" is actually a 
military term that refers to any flying 
object detected by electronic or visual 
means that cannot be immediately ex
plained. In its 20-year study of the 
phenomonenon in the '40s, '50s and 
'60s, the U.S. Air Force charted tens of 
thousands of sightings and usually 
found a way to explain them - a flock 
of geese, unusual weather conditions, 

weather balloons or some other ordin
ary interpretation. 

There have been some sightings, 
however, that do not check out. These 
unexplained UFOs are not recent, 
either. They have been seen over most 
of the world for at least 2S centuries. In 
the Old Testament of the Bible, the 
Hebrew prophet Ezekiel (I :4, 10: 10) 
describes the sighting of "a whirlwind 
[from) out of the north, a great cloud, 
and a brightness was about it, and out 
of the midst thereof as the oo\or of 
amber." 

Since Ezekiel's time, descriptions of 
these unexplained flying objects have 
changed considerably, but the aura of 
mystery has . not. The United States 
became interested in the phenomenon 
on June 24, 1947, when a private pilot 
sighted nine brightly colored objects he 
described as "flying saucers" floating 
over Mount Rainier in Washington . 

Later that year, the Air Force began 
the investigation eventually known as 
Project Blue Book, in which tens of 
thousands of sightings and eyewitness 
descriptions of flying objects between 
1947 and 1969 were examined. Accord
ing to the findings in Project Blue 
Book, which was only recently released 
for public consumption, only 646 of 4 
those sightings are still classified as 
unknown. 

(continued on page 5) 



(continued 

The Air Force abandoned its study, 
according to public: relations officer 
Frank Faulkner, "because the uniden
tified sightings were trailing off. In 
1968 there were three sightings and in 
1969 there was one. That's in the 
world." 

Faulkner said the country's integrated 
radar system makes unexplained UFOs 
a rarity in the United States. 

"Our radar systems overlap now," 
he said. "So they don't miss anything. 
Plus it's all on digital tape. If you call 
to report a sighting last Thursday at 6 
p.m., we go to the tape and we can tell 
you it's a helicopter over Beartown 
Mountain, or a plane or Venus or 
whatever." 

A spokesman for the Federal Avia
tion Administration in Boston said, 
"The hue and cry over UFOs has pretty 
much died down. I'll give you an ex
ample: I get more calls from reporters 
wanting to know about UFOs than I 
get from people who report UFOs." 

A£cording to the findings in Project 
Blue Book, the official government 
stance .is that few UFOs remain un
explained and those that are un
explained are not a threat to national 
security. But critics of the Air Force 
investip.tion note that its classification 
system during Project Blue Book was 
unscientific:. The classification cate
gories included, for example, "possible 
balloon, probable balloon, definite bal
loon," and "pos$ible aircraft, probable 
aircraft, definite aircraft." As soon as 
an investigating officer could fit the 
incident into one of those slots, the 
investigation of that particular account 
would be officially terminated and 
listed as explainable. 

French scientist Jacques Vallee, in his 
book "Challenge to Science," said, 
"With a classification system such as 
that, is it any wonder the Air Force has 
only a few sightings it cannot account 
for?" 

But if the government's interest in 
UFOs is seemingly on the wane, the 
same cannot be said for the public. 
Books on UFOs still proliferate and a 
recent book by writer Whitley Strieber, 
"Communion," has been on The New 
York Times's best-seller list for several 
months. The book is Strieber's personal 
account of what he says are meetings 
with alien beings. 

"The [UFO) phenomena is real, be
lieve me," said Levine, who has been 
an investigator for many years and has 
seen UFOs himself. "I think what has 
to happen is that more people with an 
academic background become involved. 
The media have a responsibility too . 
The government will react if enough 
people read about it in a newspaper. " 

Levine pointed out that since the 
government discontinued its efforts, 
many UFO researchers are private citi
zens who are touched by the phenome
non themselves, like Strieber, who is a 
writer, not a scientist. One of the lead
ing UFO researchers in the world is 
Budd Hopkins, a Cape Cod artist who 
became involved when a friend alleg
edly encountered a UFO. 

For its part, the scientific community 

Richard Weill 

On May 5, Richard Wells of Lee noticed a fllckeriag Ught of changiaa colon that 
hovered for about 45 minutes and disappeared. Tbe next nlabt the object returned, 
and Wells snapped the above photo. The unidentified flylaa object wu spotted 
behind Beartown Mountain In Great Barrington, below. 

is divided into camps who insist the 
sight ings are all natural phenomena and 
a second group who believe there is 
something to the eyewitness accounts. 
Further muddying the waters are semi
religious, pseudo-scientific "saucer 
cults" - groups that believe aliens 
from Mars and Venus are now walking 
among us, usually on a messianic mis-
sion. 

"Its a gray area," admitted Levine. 
"But the challenge is to evaluate the 
evidence that is presented and come up 
with an explanation that fits . Our net
work is also working on coordinating 
the sightings better.' ' 

Like the Air Force, MUFON is pri
marily interested in tabulating and ex
plaining UFO sightings. The organiza
tion does not investigate every report 
with an on-site investigation, according 
to MUFON'S Massachusetts President 
Steve Firmani. Reports are assessed and 
about 9S percent of them are explain
able immediately, he said. If the report 

Derek Gentile 

cannot be explained as a natural hap
pening, a MUFON investigator will 
contact the individuals involved and 
conduct a face-to-face interview and 
collect any physical evidence they may 
have. If the second interview merits 
consideration, the investigator will file a 
full report with the regional office in 
Seguin, Texas, Firmani said. 

In Berkshire County, sightings, or at 
least reports of sightings, have been 
scarce. In the past 30 years, only about 
20 have surfaced in newspaper ac
counts. Sightings have been reported in 
Lee, Lenox, Pittsfield, Lanesboro, 
Cheshire and Canaan, Conn. This is an 
interesting point, because the Berkshires 
are in New England, one of the key 
corridors of UFO activity . It was in 
New Hampshire, for example, that the 
most famous UFO encounter to date 
occurred - the so-called "interrupted 
journey" of Betty and Barney Hill, a 
couple who were allegedly abducted in 
Exeter and taken aboard a spaceship. 

An Interview ..... 

1988) 

The reason for so few reports may 
not be a lack of sightinas. according to 
Levine, but a lack of coordination be
tween government and private organi
zations. Reports funneled to local 
police, newspapers or radio stations are 
not automatically checked out, he said . 

Firmani added that reluctance to re
port "flying saucers" is still a problem 
as well. Even though UFO sightings do 
not trigger fears of a communist in
vasion any longer (as they did in the 
'SOs and '60s), many people are still 
reluctant to talk about them . 

"There's still a reticence," Firmani 
said. "Witnesses fear ridicule. But our 
point is, if people see something that ' s 
so important that it bothers them, they 
should call or write us." 

"I was pretty excited after the first 
sighting," admitted Wells, "but when I 
told a few friends, it got to be kind of 
a joke with them, you know, • Hey, 
how's your flying saucer?' so I kind of 
let it ride after a while." 

"Some people don't like to let you 
think they're involved with this kind of 
thing,'' Balcom said. 

''I was a non-believer,'' said Harold 
I. Munson of Dalton. "I used to pooh
pooh all those people who said they 
saw things." 

That was until 1973, when Munson, a 
former compositor for The Eagle, was 
involved in one of the more frightening 
UFO encounters. He was driving on 
Route 7 in Stockbridge at about 9 p.m. 
that night wilen he noticed his car was 
being paced by a luminous light. He 
sped up. The light sped up. He slowed 
down. The light slowed down. 

"It kept coming closer and closer, so 
I got the car up to about 60 and it 
stayed right with me," Munson re
called. 

As Munson's car topped Mellon 's 
Hill, he could see the headlights from 
several cars coming toward him . Sud
denly , his mysterious pursuer shot away 
into the night. 

"I mean that thing took off like you 
wouldn't believe," said Munson. '"It 
wasn't a matter of a couple of seconds; 
it was like one second and it was just 
gone." 

Munson said he thinks the auto
mobiles coming the other way "star
tled" the UFO. 

"That hill is pretty steep," he re
called. "And that darn thing was so 
low, I don't think it could see the lights 
until we topped the hill." 

Munson described the object as "a 
kind of cylindrical-shaped thing; the 
only way I can describe it is like two 
dinner plates put together." 

Munson said that at first it did not 
dawn on him that he was being pursued 
by a "real" UFO. 

"I thought those kinds of things were 
the product of somebody's imagina
tion," he said. "Not any more, though . 

I'm a believer." 0 

Derek Gentile reports on Souch Councy 
for The Eagle. 

Dr. Bruce Maccabbee Chairman of the Fund for UFO Research 
Sentinel: As the first--and proba

bly the most recognized--scientist 
who has studied our UFO cases, 
have the events in Gulf Breeze had 
any effect on your life and your atti
tude toward the UFO subject? 

Maccabbee: There has been a 
t ime impact on my life as a result of 
all the investigation and analysis I 
have done. I have spent at least 
several weeks investigating the 
case. My attitude toward UFOs was 
pretty well formed beforehand-· 

· mainly, that there has been some
. thing unusual flying around for 
' about 40 years. The information 
wh ich I've obtained from the inves
t igation of Ed's sightings in particu
lar has. I bel ieve, increased our 
knowledge of "them." I think that 

"they" made some mistakes in try· 
ing to abduct Ed··but they kept on 
trying, as it were. Such a thing 
seems to be unprecedented in 
UFO history. Of course, the pic· 
tures provide the most obvious evi· 
dence from his sightings, and they 
appear to show details of some sort 
of craft. The photographs will be 
studied by numerous people from 
now on. 

Sentinel: Has your involvement 
in investigating UFOS had any 
impact on your employment as a 
civilian in a military agency? 

M•cc•bbee: No. I work for the 
Navy, but I have never received 
either condemnation or compli 
ments from Navy officials. 

Sentinel: I know from your 

research that you can't say defi· 
nitely that the objects sighted in 
Gulf Breeze are extraterrestrial 
spacecraft. Can you say unequivo
cally that the objects sighted are 
not a hoax? 

Macc:abbee: I think you could 
put a probability of 99.9 percent 
that it is not a hoax. This leaves a 
margin for some incredible revela 
t ion and perhaps is consistent with 
the fact that nothing on earth is 
certain anyway. 

Sentinel: As the editor of the Sen
tinel, I'm satisfied that the Gulf 
Breeze UFOs are not the product of 
a hoax, but there remains the slim 
possibility that they are some kind 
of secret experimental craft our 
government hasn't told us about. 

What do you th ink of that 
possibility? 

Maccabbee: I think that it's nota 
secret government craft. If it were, 
it wouldn't be tested over civi lian 
areas. Furthermore, if we have 
craft like th is, which can perform 
all sorts of maneuvers, including 
apparently nearly instantaneous 
disappearance, then why spend 
bill ions of dollars on stealth aircraft 
wh ich anybody can see? If these 
are government craft, then the test 
pilots they are using are midgets 
with big eyes, which 1 doubt. 

Sentinel: How do you feel •bout 
the NBCs "Unsolved Mysteries" 
prCJilram (if you have seen it), its 
completeness and accuracy? 

Mllccabbee: I haven't seen it, so 

I really can't answer that. I'm look· 
ing forward to seeing it. 

Sentinel: Are you involVed in the 
October 14th program which will 
mention the Gulf Breeze sightings 
but which will focus on the alleged 
government coverup of UFO infor
mation? Do you think their sugges
tions of an international 
government coverup are valid? 

M•ccabbee: I will be one of the 
people discussing the Gulf B1eeze 
sightings on the program. Whether 
it is a de facto coverup or an 
orchestrated coverup, I can't be 
sure. 

SENTINEL, Gulf Breeze, FL 
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Fred Steckling says his observations of the moon prove there 

Vista telescope buff says 
he sees objects on the moon 
By Joe Tash 
Times-Advocate Staff Writer 

VISTA - As Fred Steckling, his wife and son 
were leaving a Washington, D.C., department store 
one afternoon in 1963, they looked up and saw it 
hovering silently above the busy street. 

"I noticed a strange object looking like a bell or a 
(dinner) plate cover" hovering about 1,500 feet 
above the ground, said Steckling. "It was clearly vis
ible and quite distinctive." 

A newspaper - the Washington Daily N ews -
wrote a story about the object, which several people 
reported seeing, said Steckling. But inquiries to au
thorities came up dry and left him thirsting for 
knowledge about such occurrences. 

Thus began Steckling's obsession with unidentif
ied flying objects, or UFOs. The 52-year-old Vista 
resident has since traveled around the world to 
share or gain knowledge on the subject. He started a 
publishing company and has written a book about 
outer-space aliens on the moon. 

Called "We Discove red Alien Bases On The 
Moon," Steckling's book was published in 1981. 
Some 4,000 copies have been printed, and Steckling 
is working on a new chapter to be added to the next 
edition. 

Steckling said his search for information led him 
to a friendship with George Adamski , a North 
County resident who wrote, lectured and theorized 
about extra-terrestrial visitors. Adamski, who died 
in 1965, had established homesteads with his fol 
lowers in both Valley Center and on Palomar Moun
tain. 

Both Steckling and his wife, Ingrid, are (]erman 
natives who came to the United States in 1957. The 
couple has two children and moved to Vista in 1972. 
Steckling works as a food service supervisor in a 
hotel, and flies small planes for relaxation. 
On his living room wall is a wood-framed, back

lighted photograph of the Milky Way, which Steckl
ing said he uses to demonstrate how vast the universe 
is and how likely it is there are other civilizations in it. 

Outside, through a lushly landscaped back yard and 
up a flight of stairs to a roo f-top deck, is the focal 
point of Steckling's passion: a 6-foot-tall telescope 
with a 171/2-inch-diameter reflecting mirror. 

Steckling got his first telescope in 1969, and his 
fascination with the moon began a year later when he 
and his son, 29-year-old Glenn , saw three "cigar
shaped" objects on the floor of the moon's Archime
des Crater. Based on the crater's size, he said, the 
objects were 20 miles long. 

Glenn is also a pilot, who works as a flight instruc
tor and charter pilot for a company based at Palomar 
Airport. 

Glenn said he has sighted UFOs on a number of 
occasions, and has talked .with pilots who saw things 
they couldn't explain. While scientists and aviators 
will discuss UFOs among themselves, they usually are 
reluctant to do so in public, he said. 

"Occasionally, you'll find a few (scientists) that are 
very vocal and very supportive," he said. The general 
public is even more supportive, he said, noting a re
cent national magazine poll in which 70 percent of 
those responding said they believe intelligent life ex
ists on planets other than Earth. 

In photographs ordered from the National Aero
nautics and Space Administration, Steckling said he 
found bridges and other structures on the moon. and 
discovered something about the satellite's nature. 

"From my analysis," said Steckling, "I have-discov- _ 
ered the moon is not a dead world as we've been told." 
Evidence exists that clouds, water, an atmosphere 
and even vegetation can be found there, he· said. 

But such information about the moon has been 
held back by government officials , NASA members 
and astronauts, said Steckling. 

"They (astronauts) are high commissioned officers 
of the U.S. military that are t rained in national secu
rity matters," said Steckling. "They are for that rea
son keeping silent about extra-terrestrial activity on 
the moon." 

Steckling's observations about t he moon were dis
missed as "nonsense" by Jim Pesavento, an astrono
my teacher at Palomar College for the past 13 years. 
In addition to teaching, Pesavento is director of the 
college planetarium. 

"It's pretty much a. very sterile , dry object," said 
Pesavento of the moon. Steckling's t heories of a moon 
with water and vegetation are "definit ely not based on 
any scientific investigation at all." 

Although Steckling produced a 19.71 Los Angeles 
Times article that reports two Texas -scientists found 
water vapor on the moon, Pesavento said it may be 
that they found only isolated pockets. He said the sci
entific community in general does not believe the 
moon has an atmosphere or water. 

As for UFOs , Pesavento said, people find it "un 
comfortable" to think they are alone in a vast uni
verse. 

"The majority of people would like to believe there 
are extra-terrestrials , and they would like to·believe 
we have been visited by extra- terrestrials," said Pe
savento. But there is no scientific evidence t o show 
other intelligent life exists, he said. 

Scientists have not ruled out t he possibility, he 
said, and are using advanced equipment to monitor 
more radio frequencies than ever before to try to find 
ext ra- terrestrials . 

"We're certainly looking and listening," he said, 
"but we haven 't heard anything yet." 

The Stecklings disagreed. 
"There's so much evidence of the fact t hat there are 

UFOs and extra-terrestrial visitations," Glenn said. 
Steckling said publicity from his book has brought 

him thousands of letters, the vast majority support
ive. He said he was invited to England in 1984 by a 
member of the House of Lords, where he spoke to 13 
members of the parliamentary body in a private 
room. 

His book was even forwarded by one of the mem
bers to Britain's Prince Phillip . Steckling proudly 
showed a visitor a brief, signed acknowledgment from 
the prince in an envelope postmarked "Buckingham 
Palace." 

Only one letter, he said, has been n_egative. The 
writer, a man from the East Coast, was mcensed t~at 
Steckling ·would accuse t he government ofholdmg 
back such important information. . . 

In general, he said, t he letters have praised him for 
doing a thorough job in his research. 

"So far " said Steckling, "I have been fortunate that 
my book ~as sold to t hose interested in the subject." 

Letters to the Editor 
~ DEAR EDITOR: 
u I was interested to see, in the May 21st issue, of the Pensacola News 

Journal, that noted UFO debunker Philip Klass has "solved" the myste ry 
gg surrounding Mr: Ed 's photos, a mystery that has "stumped the scholars." 
"' accord ing to the art icle. And th is he has done with exceed ingly great 

certainty, assuming that "jil lion" is a huge number. (When asked "Are 
1""1 these photos real ," Mr. Klass answered "no way" and only "one in a jillion 
N chance" that they are authentic.) Mr. Klass has atta ined this level of 
41 certainty without so much as one word with Ed or any of the other 
c: witnesses (Klass: I have not persona lly investigated ... "). Perhaps he is 
~ psychic! Since many other Gulf Breeze residents have reported simila r 
1 events (includ ing some other photos!) . Klass has, by impl ication, said 

...:l that there are numerous hoaxers in Gulf Breeze. 
llo< I, on the other hand, who have spent well over 100 hours studyi ng the 

photos and various aspects of Ed 's sightings and the sightings by others, 
~ would not be so bold as to c laim that I have solved the mystery . I am 
41 certa inly giving careful consideration to a ll the possib ili ties, includ ing the 
~ possibility that Ed and the others have been lying. I have been quoted in = the papers as saying that Ed 's sightings are "i mpressive" and I have a lso 

,._. sa id that if these photos are fakes then "they are elaborate , excellent 
~ fakes ." That's not to say that they aren 't fakes . 111 the New Jou rnal article I 
S was quoted as saying that there is a "good chance" they a re rea l. Thi s is 

not the same as saying that they are rea l, or that the probabili ty of a hoax is 
...:l "one chance in a jillion" (the counterpoart of Klass' "one chance in a 
~ jillion" that they are). 
~ In other words, after spend ing many hours of investigating and contem
t!; plating all the aspects of these sightings I have not yet reached a firm 
~ concl usion . It may not be possible for me to arrive at a fi rm conclusion: I 

don't know yet. However, I can find numerous aspects of these sightings 
wh ich suggest they a re rea l, just as I can find some aspects which point 
towa rd a hoax. Mr. Klass , on the other hand, evidently has , without so 
muc h as one hour of investigati ng, has reached a firm conclusion. Pher
haps he shou ld now turn hi s ta lents to other pressing questions and 
provide for us equally positi ve answers (e .g. , are black holes rea l7 Will we 
find a cure for AIDS .. . orthe common cold7 Are the Russ ians ahead of us in 
space weaponry?) . 

Scientists genera lly proceed from a skeptica l point of view whenever 
they are confronted with something that is not consistent with what is 
already is known . Th is is scienti fic skeptic ism, which is skeptica l of both 
cla ims and counter-claims. Mr. Klass is a member of a nationa l group of 
people who claim to be sc ientific skeptics, but he is not a scientist (as his 
cla im of certa inty in the present situation Ind icates). His great degree of 
certa inty ind icates that, instead , Mr. Klass is a man of great fa ith . Mr. 
Kless be li eves that, in spite of over 50 reports of sightings in the Gulf 
Breeze area in the last five months other than Ed 's sightings, and in s pite 
of tens of thousands of reports of sightings from all over the worl d over the 
last forty years , there is no cha nce that UFOs are tru ly unidentifiab le (e .g., 
are alien craft). (According to Mr. Klass a ll reports are misidentifications 
or hoaxes). 

Mr. Klass and other UFO debu nkers often refer to people who in'vesti · 
gate UFO sightings as "be lievers." I guess we know who the "true be liever" 
is now! 

Dr. Bruce Maccabee 

'Lights' · reported 
in Byram skies 
By MA'ITHEW GREC-o 

Staff Writer 
BYRAM - Did anyone see those 

lights " like stars; shooting up" 
Monday night? 

That's the , question a township 
man is asking after he reported a 
UFO sighting from his Lee Hill 
Road home. 

" They looked like stars, large 
stars but closer. Tbere were eight 
to 10 lights and they were in forma
tion coming from rigbt to left. 
Then they shot up in formation . 
They did it five or six Urnes. They 
kept doiilgit until they finally dis
appeared, " said Robert Pinsky. 

" I've never seen anything sa 
fast:• said Pinsky, 49, a Mew-York 
City union .sheet metal worker. 

·IN ADDITION to the lights, 
which were .toward the east in the 
direction of Sparta Mountain, 
Pinsky r eported seeing toward the 
north a pinkish cloud . that had a 
white pulsating light inside it. 

The episdde lasted about 10 
minutes and occurred about 10 
p.m., said Pinsky . . Jt happened so 
quickly, he was unable to focus a 
picture-taking telescope he owns 
on the phenomenon. , 

Byram Police Sgt. John Gutwerk 
said pOlice received Pinsky's call 
and filed a report, but " there's not 
much we really can do." 

Gutwerk .said· there. were no 
other reports of a simil~ nature. 
One~ in a ·great while police do 
·receive reports of UFOs, he said. 

Pinsky said the sky Monday was 
exceptionally clear and the. 
National Weather Service in 
Newark tiacked up that observa
tion . ~eterolqgist Walter 
Zamorski said the 'sky .w~u~ "most
ly clear'.'· Monday night, and " the 
weatller · •as favorable for 
watdalac UFOs .. . " 

z 
AN EMPLOYEE at Morristown ~ 

Airport said there were no reports ~ 
of UFOs there Monday night , c 
although the airport does oc- .. 
casionally get such reports. ~ 

Pinsky said the lights came in 1 
the general direction of Picatinny > 
Arsenal, but . they were moving c: 
much. too fast for even a jet. A ~ 
spokesman at the arsenal said the 
N.J . National Guard sometimes ....., 
.flies helicopters out of the. arsenal .. 
at night, but he could not confirm "" 
if any flew out Monday. ~ 

Pinsky acknowledged some in
terest in UFOs and said he does 
believe in them, but he added, " I 
have an imagination, bttt I know 
the difference between fantasy and 
.reality." 

And he said his wife also saw the 
lights. 

Down the road a bit in another 
part of. the township, resident Bob 
Jones, founder and president of 
Vestigia , an organization devoted 
to bri"f!lng the mystery of unex
plained phenomenon down to 
earth, said he doesn 't deny the pos
sibility that Pinsky saw what he 
says he did: 

" It's interesting," Jones said of 
Pinsky ' s report , saying the 
sighting of the cloud is similar to 
other reported UFO sightings , 
although "the cloud is not usually 
pink. " But he said there is little 
that can be done in terms of an in
vestigation. 

It would be better if there were 
several sightings so all the view
ings · could be investigated in
dependently, said Jones. But even 
at tha,, if everyone agreed on what 6 
they saw Vestigia might come to a 
standstill with another unex
plained sighting. 
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UFOs: 
Fact 
or fiction? 

Hob Wilson, a longtime resident or Elmwood, 
Wis., recalls many UFO sigbtings by residents 
over the last 20 years - including two or his 
own. (GautU photo by Dawn M. Aerts.) 

While most sightings are unfounded, others remain a mystery 
EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the conclusion or a UFO reports is conducted by the Center for UFO 1914. , His only time away from Elmwood came 
three-part series on the phenomena or StudieS. The organization. founded: in 1973 by during 44 months of active-duty Anny life due
unidentified flying objects and bow UFOs Dr. J. Allen Hynek. a one-time scientific consul-. ing World War I. He says that he was glad to 
have affectecHb~ town or Elmwood, Wis.) I tant to the U.S. Air Force and an authmty on come back home. When ·you drive into Elmwood 

UFO phenomena. established the center to ex- on Wisconsin Highway 128 .from the west. 
By DAWN M. AERTS I amine and analyze reported sightings !nd to /you'll' recognize · Hob's place - it's the one 
Staff Writer serve as a clearinghouse for UFO information. across the street from the biggest gas station in 

Since 1947. reports of unidentified flying ob- Hynek was the fll'St speaker to present testi- town and a stone's throw from the grocery store 
jects (UFQs) have become increasingly promi- . mony at the 1968 hearing on UFOs held by the on the cornez. 
nent in the United States and most other parts of House Committee on Science and Astronautics; Proud of his garden and his ability to grow 
the world. he later appeared before the United Nations to 1 some of the largest turnips this side of the bar-

Though UFO reports differ in many details, support the proposed establishment of an in- der, Hob spends much of his time weeding and 
there are a number of similarities that recur in ternational agency to conduct and coordinate planting these days. Today, he's picked a fresh 
such features as shape. maneuverability. appear- research into UFOs and related. phenomena. bunch of rhubarb and cleans it in the water 
ance. disappearance, sound and color. Profes- . According to Donald Schmitt, co-director and bucket kept out front 
sionals involved ~th research and investigation spokesperson for the Center for UFO Studies, He says the town hasn't grown much at aU 
into UFO sightings explain that there are several Hynek. an astronomer. was an early investigator over the years. But he's noticed a lOt more ac
basic observational categories into which sight- with the. U.S. Air FoiCC•s Project Blue Book. tivity in town since news was released about the 
ings may be classified. The Air Force was involved in screening and in- UFO sightings and how the town may be the site 

According to studies conducted by the J. AI- vestigating UFO sightings up until 1966, when for a proposed UFO landing strip. He talks about 
len Hynek Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS) the government contracted a study called Project Elmwood's UFO Days held last year and says he 
based in Evanston. m .• the majority of sightings Blue Book from the University of Colooulo. shudders to think about how much traffiC will 
are reported to the agency by a broad spectrum Schmitt explains that the bottom line of the · come in this year. 
of the public. sometimes through law enforce- : report was that UFOs did not originate from From underneath his worn straw hat and the 
ment agencies. In fact. police and military per- :, ~thee civili2l8tions -:- ~ there were explana- big oak tree in his front yard. Hob recalls all f>f 
sonnel are often witnesses themselves. uons fa- all of these Sighungs. 1 the comings .and goings last year. He estimates 

Schmitt. who has conducted more th8n 200 that about 4,000 people showed up for the event, 
Studies show that a majority of sightings gen- on-site investigations of UFO .......-... believes • which kept him busy . picking up hamburgCit 

erally prove to be a misint(2'pretation of natural 1 •¥r-·-
phenomena: meteors. planets and stars. odd 1 that about 90 percent of all reports can be ex- ) wrappc~ and pop cans for days. . 
cloud formations or man-made satellites. These plained, but he is convinced that the remainder ~ have been a lot of out-of-town VISitors 
are referred to as identified flying objects or defy logical explanation. showtng ·up lately, too. A few weeks ago. three 
IFOs. · And according to data obtained through the men dressed in business suits approached him 

However. in any given number of UFO I federal Freedom of Information Act. Schmitt while h~ was cleaning those huge turnips, and 
reports, about five to 10 percent are truly puz- 1 says. the Air Force continues to "seriously" in- ·one introduced himself as D~ Rath~ from CB~ 
zling _ not only to the witnesses but also to , vesuga&c UFO phenomena. News. ~ob says the crew. wh1ch ~ved by hell
those investigating the reports and ·studying the In his investigations, Schmitt has found that copter, spent a~t three days ~mg ~d talking 
data. There are several basic observational cate- 1 the ~st _r~liable proof is physical evidence ~ Elmw~ res1dents. He adrmts that 1t caused a 
gories into which sightings are classified: distant where md!vtduals have eitha" had a close en- btt of a Stir m to~. . . 
sightings (more than 200 feet away) or relatively c_ountcr WJ.th a UFO <r have reported an abduc- 0~ than a handfn! of media people who 
close:sigbtings and enoounters (within 200feet}" .I lion. Physical effects of close enCOWltcrs have stop .m town to chat wt~ locals, ~ob ~ys he 

In distant sightings. the largest group of UFO I included burns. conjunctivitis, radiation sick~ hasn t .~ ~ much excitement smce hts own 
reports involves the observation of well-defmed ~ ness, nausea and tempoouy blindness. UF9 Sighting m. about 1972-7~. 
lights in the night sky, whose appearance and/or Ac~rding to Schmitt. abductions have been ~o~y prud much ~tte?Uon!? UF<;>s ~ck 
motion are not explainable in terms of conven- recurnngly reported in Wisconsin: si~ cases have th~, satd H~b of the s1ghungs. They .d th~nlc 
tiona! light_ the lights appear most often as been investigated, and 10 more are pending. you re ~if you talked about somet!'mg like 
red blue orange or white Thae are more than 50,000 cases of uro sight- that. But It s not that way anymore. I thinlc more 

Other' distant-sighting ·categmes are the day- ings and ~xpericnccs on file at the Center for and more people are coming outabout il" 
light discs- generally oval cr disc-shaped. and UFO Studies -and betwcc~ 30 and ~ UFO According to Hob. he. too, has a UFO story to 
metallic in appearance. They can appear high in reports have come from a. little town. Situa~ tell. He says he used to work at the nearby 
the sky or close to the ground. These are often along the southwestern fringe of WlSCOIISlD, Spring Valley dam. When it was first built. it 
reported to hover and can seem to disappear with called Elmwood. was Hob who greased the machinery and kept 
astounding speed. • • • • things running. He saw two UFOs in the same 

Of special significance are unidentified Not since the Steven Speilbel-g movies Clou night and says he was less than 200 feet away. 
"blips" on the radar screens that occasionally Encounters of the Third Kind and E.T. wac from them. 
coincide with and confirm simultaneous visual released has so much attention been·given tO the 
sightings by the same or other witnesses. possibility of extraterrestrials and UFOs. · 

In relatively close sightings. the categories 
range from Close Encounters of the Fmt Kind 
(CEI)- where witness observes a UFO nearby, 
but there is no interaction with either the witness 
or the environment- to Close Encounters of the 
Second Kind (CEil) - where details are pro
vided about the interaction between the UFO and 
the environment which may vary from inter
ference with car ignition systems and electronic 
gear to imprints or bwns on the ground. 

The last category. Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind (CEill). involves sighting the occu
pants of a UFO. According to documented 
reports. there is usually no direct contact or com
munication. but in recent years, reports of inci
dents involving very close contact. even ddain
ment of winlesses, have increased. _ 

Mucb of ihc continued investigation into 

But some Elmwood, Wis., residents bave de-
cided to go on the record with their reports of 
UFOs. 

It's estimated that ov~ the last two decades, 
the townspeople have seen anywhere from 30 to 
50 strange-looking objects in the sky ·and 
they've decided to speak out about it ~ugh 
the years. a series of "flaps" have taken place 
within Pierce County. and reports have contin
ued to filter through, from Plum .· Oty and 
Ellsworth in the south to Elmwood and SprinJ 
Valley to the north. 

When you enter the village of Ehnwocd, it 
looks like any other small ruril town-you might 
run across in the Midwest -. a few blocks of 
business district with a Sprinkllng of hole-in-the-
waD taverns. It won't take look to find your·way 
81'CUJd in Elmwood. 

Hob Wilson says he has lived hete since 

''Nobody paid much attention to those.sight
ings back then," said Hob. "I dido 't want to call 
in about it. so I more or less kept it to myself. •' 

Hob says he expects the worst during UFO 
Days this year. so many people are interested in 
the UFO sightings. He's heard that rooms areal
ready illed up in neighboring towns like 
Menomonie. 

"It gives you an eric feeling when you see 
something like that.' • says Hob as he continues 
to rinse and clean a handful of rhubarb. "There's 
something going on out there ... and more people 
are willing to talk about it.' • 
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Is that thing 
a UFO-> or 
the USAF? 

On the night of Aug. 21, this 
observer saw his first UFO. It 
probably would have been an im
pressive sight, if only the thing 
bad hung around long enough. 

But as it was, the UFO moved 
in and out of view so rapidly, the 
mind hardly had a chance to fight 
off the imagination. Sometimes, 
as we all know, slivers of reality 
can be particularly elusive if they 
come at us too hard, fast and 
weird. · 

Your reporter's best recollec
tion is that it was a metallic dart 
of an object. It was riding high 
enough to where your eyes could 
only track it if the curve of your 
skull was braced hard against the 
back of your collar. 

There was a steady light in the 
front - can't remember what 
color - and you could tell some
thing intelligent was directing the 
object because it didn't arc and 
fade in the haphazard way of a 
shooting star or meteorite. 

At one point. the UFO released 
a big puff of exhaust that either 
glowed on its own or did so after 
getting caught in a wider-than
usual moon beam. Its line of trav· 
el was straight and horizontal and 
deliberate, cutting through a 
world's worth of sky in a fraction 
of a second. 

A colleague here at the paper 
says the UFO was probably the 
Concorde. Sounds good, except 
that Federal Aviation Adrninista
tion officials report that nothing 
unusual showed up on their local 
radar that night. Not a Concorde. 
Not a wayward piece of NASA 
hardware. Nothing. 

There's a network of UFO buffs 
whose spokesman claims to have 
received plenty of calls on this 
latest sighting from as far north 
as Vermont and as far south as 
Maryland. The callers all de
scribe the phenomenon much the 
same way. 

Most likely, nobody's ever 
going to know for sure what that 
thing was, but for the benefit of 
those who care. here's some food 
for thought: 

It comes compliments of a qui
et. sober gentleman of advanced 
middle-age, who never hurt any
body, and, so far as anybody 
knows, never told a lie. He's my 
dad. 

This was maybe 20 years ago 
and he was on his way horne to 
Camden from Toms River. The 
moon was full and his route of 
travel, Route 70, was and re
mains surrounded by dense pine 
forrest. For most of the way, the 
highway was empty of any other 
traffic but dad's old Ford Falcon. 

Don't remember where he was 
corning from that night, but wher
ever it was, there'd been no hard 
liquor and no funny business. 

"Suddenly. there it was," he 
recalls even to this day. "A flying 
saucer. It was hovering just 
above the treeline. I could even 
make out heads through the 
saucer's portals." 

Be screeched to a halt, and 
after a few minutes, another 
passing car did the same. 

'"'bis other driver was hysteri
cal when be saw it," be says. 

(continued on page 8)~ 
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"'lben, out of nowhere, these Air 
Force guys came in jeeps. There 
was a bunch of 'em. The guy was 
babbling by this time, but I just 
played it cool." 

The Air Force officers told my 
father that what he'd seen was a 
figment of his imagination. 

Dad sized them up. He saw the 
guns, the official posturing, and 
now, instead of a UFO, be was 
seeing handwriting on a wall. And 
this handwriting was telling him 
that. sure enough, be hadn't seen 
a damn thing. The smart move, 
be knew, was to shrug sheepishly 
and just slink on out of there. 
Which is what be did. 

''The other guy, be just kept 
screaming," be says, shaking his 
bead. "They put him in a jeep and 
took him away." 

Before you write this off as just 
another crank's yarn, understand 
that the beads my father saw 
through the portals were human. 
And along the craft's fuselage, in 

r bold print, were the letters USAF. 

GAZETTE PACKET, 

Alexandria, VA- Sept. 
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Whistling on UFOs 
Word has reached the UFO

research community that a spe
cial TV documentary program 
will air, "live," in nationally 
syndicated form on Oct. 14, from 
8tol0p.m. (EastemTime). 

Will this be just another super
ficial rebasb of the available lit
erature and personalities 
surrounding the UFO lJroblem, 
or will the show's producers in
sist on asking the right questions 
of the right people? 

What may help them take the 
latter approach consists of cer
tain "leaked" evidence of the 
government's behind-the-scenes 
UFO activity. That evidence, 
which most researchers view as 
the tip pf the iceberg, has been 
slow in coming- partly because 
of the traditionally taboo nature 
of UFO research in the eyes of 
the news media , orthodox 
science, and Congress. 

Now, thanks to the persistence 
and productive results of re
searchers world-wide, the taboo 
is yielding to a new sense of 
awareness and inquisitiveness 
among the general public. And 
the media , especially those in 
radio and television, are trying 
to catch up. Their eyes and ears 
are opening to the prospect that 
the government has been less 
than completely truthful as re
gards its vast storehouse of 
UFO-related information and 
artifacts. 

Of course, arriving at the full 
truth will take more than one or 
two TV documentary stabs-in
the-dark. 

Assuming the show' s pro
ducers are prepared to shield the 
whistle-blowers' identities with 
the electronic voice-and-face 
disguises customary in such 
cases, here's the chance of a life
time for the whistle-blowers to 
unburden themselves publicly. 
In so doing, they not only will 
have assuaged their collective 
conscience; they also will have 
escalated an awesome political 
secret to the level of national pri
ority for resolution- right at the 
height of our presidential elec
tion process. 

-Larry W. Bryaht 

·Jf y~ii 'lik~do"ii{j{)tnitiiJJjjOn,' 
I 

get set for real adventure 
Transfonnlltlon 
By Whitley Strieber 
Beech Tree / Morrow, $18.95 
Reviewed by Ed Conroy 

Whitley Strieber is a changed 
man, "transfonned," if you will 

In "Communion," his best-selling 
non-fiction account of a series of ex
traordinary experiences and child
hood memories, the author of "The 
Wollen" and "Warday" wondered 
whether he had been abducted by en-
tities from UFOs. · 

With the release of "Transfonna
tion : The Breakthrough," his sequel 
to that long query, Strieber reaches a 
striking conclusion: He must deal 
with his "visitors" as if they were 
n!al, and overcome his fears of 
them. 
Real nightmares 

As he puts it, "They took me into 
the red terror of death ; they made 
me face even my most suppressed 
dread . . .. Whatever sin was hidden, 
it ended up wet and wriggling in my 
hands. Whatever dread was sup
pressed, it came snarling forth de
manding to be confronted." 

Strieber also sets down a chroni
cle of the process he has undergone 
since the publication of "Commun
ion," investigating his past for signs 
of previous non-human contact, clari
fying mistakes he believes he made 
in the interpretations he gave some 
events, confronting the claim from 
UFO researcher Bill Moore that the 
U.S. government has long held at 
least one crashed disc and four 
•·allen" bodies in storage (from what 
is known as "the Roswell incident"). 

Fear hits home 
There iS a very human dimension 

here, too, in that Striber describes 
the apparent "abduction" of his own 
son by the "visitors" with a degree of 
detail and terror that makes it sound 
convincingly real. 

"Transfonnation" is the story of a 
journey into a strange land, indeed. 
Clearly, it is a story that will provoke 
much the same spectrum of re
sponse as "Commuruon" : from fasci· 
nation to horror, outright acceptance 
to outraged denial - and perhaps 
some intelligent, balanced inquiry. 

That range is certainly under
standable. Strieber's story strongly 
challenges most of our fondest sup
positiOns about the nature of reality 
and the world in which we live -
and we tend to respond to such chal
lenges by attacking the credibility of 
the messenger who bears us news we 
would prefer not to hear, or distort· 
ing his message as we tell it to oth
ers. 

Strieber's story might remind us 
that some of history's most remarka
ble visionalies (e.g., Joan of Arc) 
have been condemned to burn at the 
stake. 

Selling the unknown 
While a significant segment of the 

educated reading public may indeed 
feel outraged that a story of the sort 
usually reserved for the tabloid press 
is being teld by an educated man of 
Strieber's national stature, the fact 
remains that the general reading 
public is hungry for this story. "Com· 
munion" sold over 230,000 copies in 
hardback, and "Transfonnation" has 
already climbed to seventh place on 
the New York Times Book Review's 
best-seller list, only one month after 
its release. What's going on? 

My own response to "Communion" 
is chronicled in "Transformation." 
As a result of an interview I con
ducted with Strieber in April of last 
year, I embarked on an extensive in
vestigation of the man and his work. 

Having obtained what appear to 
be some remarkable, independent 
confirmations of Strieber's stories of 
childhood "visitor experiences," 1 · 
gave portions of that infonnation to 
Strieber for his own use. They point 
to a very unusual childhood in Ter
rell Hills. 

San Antonio readers may be par· 
ticularly intrigued by Strieber's ac
count in "Transformation" of his re
curring "dark neighborhood" dream, 
a sequence in which he as a boy 
"flies" on his b\cycle down Elizabeth 
Road, across Broadway and deep 

' ' They took me 
into the red terror of 
death; they made me 
face even my most 
suppressed dread. 
Whatever sin was 
hidden, it ended up 
wet and wriggling in 
my hands. Whatever 
dread was suppressed, 
it came snarling forth 
demanding to be 

confronted. ' ' 
-Whitley Strieber 

into the night in Olmos Basin for a 
rendezvous with - something. 

There is clearly a poetic quality to 
Strieber's writing here that instantly 
evokes a sense of exhilaration and 
mystery. It is not the sort of style, 
however, which would convince per
sons desiring more documentation 
and facts to fully accept his claims. 

Yet Striebu does deliver some 
very specific and extraordinary an
ecdotes from others who were in the 
neighborhood at that time, people 
who may be regarded as very credi
ble witnesses. 

"Transformation," however, is_not 
3: book intended to convince the skep
tics, but rather a work which pur
ports to offer some guidance to peo
ple trying to understand the confus
ing morass of public infonnation 
(and perhaps "disinformation") 
about UFOs and their "occupants." 

It's all subiective 
Does it succeed in doing so? It 

does, in the sense that Striebcr's per· 
sonal account of contacts with "visi· 
tors" appears to be striking a reso
nating chord among people who say 
they have had the same experiences, 
but long felt too afraid to discuss 
them in public. 

Yet for the general rea~er wh() 
has never had a "visitor experience," 
the book offers an intelligent intro· 
duction to the panoply of psychologi· 
cal and physical phenomena. histori
cal anecdotes and speculation associ· 
ated with UFOs. 
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'lbere is material in the book at 
which historical or linguistic experts 
may scoff, such as Strieber's inter
pretations of the strange events asso
ciated with the "Blessed Virgin 
Mary" which occurred at Fatima, 
Portugal, or his observation that 
some aspects of language employed 
by the "visitors" bear striking simi
larities to Gaelic. 

Tilen, too, there are Strieber's ac
count of his "out-of-body experi· 
ence," and his vision of "the golden 
city," a kind of heaven, "a place,'' to 
quote Strieber, "where the truth is 
known." As with so much in the book, 
either one has a personal basis for 
relating to these experiences, or one 
does not. Perhaps part of the book's 
appeal lies in its implication that if 
these things happened to Strieber, 
then they may happen to anyone, in
deed to everyone. 
He'll take the heat 

Still, it is clear from his tone that 
Strieber is aware that while some 
will think he has gone off the deep 
end, he is willing to take that risk. He 
may take the reader by surprise, in 
fact, by suggesting that the "visitors" 
and UFO phenomena are directly 
linked not so much to our life as hu· 
man personalities, but to our spiri· 
tuallife as souls. 

Strieber's odyssey through fears 
that the "~itors" were somehow 
predatory could well be considered a 
modern account of a "dark night of 
the soul," as we understand it from 
the poems of St. .John of the Cross. 

It could also be compared to the 
"Relation" of Nunez Cabeza de Vaca, 
the would-be Spanish conquistador 
who, shipwrecked on the Texas 
coast, survived encounters with hos
tile Indians to trek across the conti· 
nent until he reached a Spanish set· 

.tlement in Mexico. His "incredible" 
account of his journey, full of such 
"paranormal" events as faith heal· 
ing, made a sensation in ltith century 
Spain. 

Cabeza de Vaca's story of new 
peoples, new lands and untold wealth 
spurred Spanish exploration of T•:::as 
- with results we are all in a posi· 
tion to appreciate. Will Striebcr's sto· 
ries of his visits to a "golden city" 
and encounters with extraordinary 
beings inspire similarly profitable 
adventures into other, as-yet unex· 
plored worlds? 

Orily time will tell. 

Ed Conroy is an arts en lie and 
columnist for the Express-News 
whose book, " Report on Commun
ion: An Independent Investigation ol 
Whitley Strieber's 'Visitor Expert 
ences,' will be publ ished tn th€ 
spring of 1989 by Morrow. 

More lights reported in sky 
Moving lights in the sky were 

reported for the second time in a 
week by several Sussex County 
residents Sunday n~ght. 

Y eJlow lights zigzagged across 
the sky at dusk , said a woman who 
had observed the phenomena from 
a home in Lafayette. 

" They were zigzagging, then 
they became stationary in a yellow 
circle of light following a trail of 
sparks. " said Stella Taylor, adding 
that the entire spectacle was about 
the size of the moon. 

"The fascinating thing was that 
there was a rain of light from the 
left side, like a ball with fireworks 
coming from it,'' Tay!or said . 
" Then it became stationary for a 
while and then the lights gradually 
faded and vanished .·· 

Taylor , a freelance journalist 
from. England who was visiting 
cousins in the township , said the 
lights had been moving very quick
ly and were extremely high in the 
sky. 

"After the lights faded , a plane 

passed by and the lights had been a 
good deal higher than the plane," 
she said. 

TAYLOR SAID SHE watched 
the Ilghts f« a few minutes with 
about eight of her relatives. in
cluding Geoffrey Robbins, who she 
1JIBS st.a,Wi with on Slate Quarry 
Roaci. 

The lights looked like they could 
have been an explosion in the sky, 
like a satellite exploding , and 
mOYed from west to east, Taylor 
said. She said the sky was greenish 
at the time. 

Three residents, from Sparta, 
Lafayette and Queens, N.Y., 
reported moving lights in the sky 
to CDS-TV News in New York City 
Sunday night, a CBS employee 
said. 

Hardyston police said they. had 
received a report from a res1dent 
who had seen moving lights in the 
sky. However, details were un
•vailahle, 

Later Sunday D.ight, at about 
11 :45 p.m .. a Newton resident had 
called Newton police to report 
moving lights that had been in the 
sky for about an hour . 

Other police departments said 
they had no calls of similar obser
vations. 

WEATHER WATCHERS also 
had no information on the lights 
and said there were no storms 
reported anywhere in the area. 
Storms, even distant ones, can 
sometimes create certailt tight 
~rns. 

John ~wen, president of the 
North Jersey Weather O.servers, 
said he had no information on 
lights in the sky Sunday night. 

However, he said, there are at 
least thousands of satellites in the 
sky t.hatdosometimes come down. 

"They come down and break up 
.and as that happens, you can get 
all kinds of displays," he said, ad-

ding the satellites could look like 
numerous meteorites . 

Bowen, who lives in Rivervale in 
Bergen County, is president of an 
organization that consists of 
weather watchers in the northern 
section of the state. 

About 25 residents in the New 
Jt>r.::f'v-New York area reoorted to 
media last Monday night ihat they 
had seen moving lights in the sky . 

Weather officials said the lights 
were caused by an atmospheric 
disturbance from a stonn off the 
New Jersey coast moving in a 
southt>ast direction from the 
county. 

Some observers said the light 
was static, with others reporting it 
moving up and down, like lightning 
moving from the ground to the sky . 

National Weather Service 
meteorologist Walter Zamorski in 
Newark said clouds in storms can 
sometimes cause the light from 
lightning to reflect, causing it to"
bounce'' llowaward .• 
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SENTINEL, Gulf Breeze, FL - June 2S, 1988 CR: R. Reid 

UFO expert finds no ev1dence that ... photos o hoax 
RY FRAN THOMPSON 

UFO expert Or. Bruce Maccabee 
wrote that there was a record sP.t· 
ting chill in the Capital air on Wed
nesday, November 11 , 1987, the 
day the f1rst set of the now famous 
Gulf Breeze UFO pictures was 
taken. 

Many people wished they could 
leave D.C for Florida where it was 
warmer. And nowhere in Florida 
was it warmer, UFOwise, than Gulf 
Breeze, he continued. 

So begins a paper Maccabee will 
present at the Mutual UFO Network 
International UFO Symposium at 
the Universty of Nebraska 
Saturday 

Copies of the paper were sent to 
the Senttnel , the News Journal and 
Channel 3 earlter this week. But 
highlights from it will not be 
released to the national media 
until tomorrow. 

It is 90 pages long, this paper. It's 
more like a book. 

The first 85 pages are basically a 
chronological summary of the 

sightings, followed by comments 
and, when appropriate, technical 
analysis of the UFO photographs 
from Gulf Breeze. 

In the final five pages. Maccabee 
gives his conclusion . 

His conclusion: A conclusion 
can not yet be reached in the case. 

"As of the time of this writing 
there is no proof that 'Ed 's' sight
ings are a hoax," Maccabee wr ites. 
" Furthermore, there is always the 
possibillity that 'Ed' may produce 
some correlated photographic and 
video data that are irrefutable , 
since he is still trying to get hard 
evidence." 

Maccabee is a Wash in gton 
based research physicist and one 
of this country's most respected 
UFO consultants. His spec ialty is 
photograchic UFO cases, the first 
of which he worked in 1950. 

'Ed',of course, is the Gulf Breeze 
businessman who had 23 UFO 
sightings, most of wh ich he docu 
mented with pictures, during a six 
month period beginning Novem
ber 11. 

Maccabee worked closely. with 
'Ed', as well as local MUFON 
researchers, before writing his 
report. He mentions just about 
every one of the citizens, there 
were 55 other reported sightings 
between November and May, who 
called or wrote the Sentinel with 
UFO sightings of their own . 

Maccabee could not find flaws in 
any of the photos, despite the often 
tedious attention given to every 
minor detail. 

But although he clearly takes 
aim at "the highly conclusive state
ments by some U FOiogists that the 
photos clearly constitute a hoax," 
he also does not conclude that the 
objects in the 39 pictures he ana· 
lyzed are UFOs. 

In his final remarks , Maccabee 
notes that it is possible the public· 
ity from 'Ed's' initial sightings 
caused the 52 other sightings 
reported between November 11 
and April 15. 

But he also notes that many of 
the sightings were witnessed by 
more than one person, and several 
of 'Ed 's' photo days were also days 
when there were numerous other 
sightings, including November 11 , 
when there were seven other sight
ings reported. 

Maccabee writes that 'Ed' is a 
bu~y man and wonders if he would 
have the time to perpetrate such a 
complex hoax. 

He notes that Ed . unlike other 
hoaxers , " has not produced 
numerous pithy statements from 
the 'space brothers', nor has he 
attempted to become a UFO guru." 

Maccabee also notes that Ed 
turned down money to write a book 
about his experiences. 

Surprisingly, Maccabee is quite 
impressed that 'Ed' would turn 
down the opportunity to support 
his claim by rejecting as evidence 
the perfectly round area of dead 
grass found behind GBHS in April. 
'Ed ' said he never saw a UFO above 
that spot. 

Maccabee writes that several 
UFOiogists told him they were mis-

ATOKA CO. TIMES, Atoka, OK- Sept. 7, 1988 

'It Wasn't an Aircraft,' 
Says Local Lawman 

ftepm-ts-« ~«lowing ob- the Bentley Road, approximately more pictures with the object air
ject.-~~1he..-y appear one mile north of Blackjack. born, and stated that one picture 
in news storiesoccutonally, even in The lawman stated that he partially showed the object in an 
Atoka County. . t~rned ~est up a crossroad, stopped 

1 
upper corner. 

Most are explruned as weather h1s vehicle, and took a close look. He later refused to display the 
phenomenon, aircraft, or meteor- He reported an orange, c1rcular / photos, stating that he had taken 
ites, with some dismissed out-of- ; object that appeared to be flaming j all the laughter and jokes from fel-
hand as figments of overactive around its outside edge. low lawmen that he could stand. 
im~tions. He could not estimate its size. He radioed in at 11:33 that he 

Occasionally a report will sur- "I thought possibly it was some- was back on duty. 
face from a source considered to- t~'?g set up in th~ field, maybe "Idon'tcarewhattheseguyssay, 
tally reliable. m1htary. Then I realiZed I could see I know what I saw and it was defi-

Such a report, with documenta- stars underneath it, and I knew it 1 nitely not an aircraft," he llllid 
tion and some supporting evidence, was airborn and wasn't an aircraft., Monday. 
came to the attention of The Times I have been around~ long time and He reported that he could not 
Labor Day. seen 11: lot ~fthin~s:. but I never saw sleep, and returned to the area 

A local lawman, who prefers to anything ~ke ~his. early Monday morning to look for 
remain anonymous due to a poten- He r~dioed mat 11:09 p.m. that scorch marks or any mgn that the 
tial "embarrassment factor," re- ?e was m the area north of Black- object had touched the ground. 
ports seeing, and attempting to Jack. "I found what mi,C~';.':!:en a 
photograph, an object late Sunday . He cal!ed ~n ~nat 11 :~3, stat.- ~ana but-. ~ 
night which he states "was defi- mg that This IS not a helicopter, there are so burned ·up ftoom the 
nitely not an aircraft." not~ aircraft ... I'm taking a pic- droughtthatlcouldn'ttell,"hesaid. 

At approximately 11 p.m. Sun- ture. I 
The acreage where the alleged 

sighting took place is owned by 
Phillip Allen. 

day, the lawman reported receiving He reports that he lost radio 
a telephone call from a woman near contact shortly after that, and that 
Blackjack, who indicated to him the dispatcher could hear him "key" 
that she saw what appeared to be a his microphone but could not hear 
helicopter in a pasture, possibly his voice. 

Allen and his mster, Martha 
Yates, drove across the property 
Tuesday afternoon. loading or unloading people. 

Since she thought it possibly 
involved an illegal drug operation, 
she refused to give her name, ac
cording to the lawman. 

"I was headed down the road 
expecting to find a drug task force 
helicopter, or possibly an aircraft in 
distress," said the lawman. 

"When I got close to the area the 
lady described, I thought I saw a 
fire, and figured I had a downed 
aircraft in trouble." 

The area of the sighting waa a 
cleared acreage on the west side of 

He stated that in his excitement . She reported a circular scorched 
to get a picture with his Polaroid area in the center of the 160 acres 
camera, he accidentally took one I approximately four to six feet in 
picture of the ground as he left his diameter. 
vehicle. "There were tall weeda all over 

"As I tried to get across the ditch , the area, but the weed. in the circle 
and to the fence, I stumbled over a were burnt black," she said. 
skunk,butitdidn'tevensprayme," Neighbors reported odd behav-
he said. ior in their animals at approxi

He reported taking one picture 
of the object, but as soon u he 
snapped his picture, it left the 
ground and headed south at a hiJh 
rate of speed. The lawman took two 

mately the same iime~e lawman 
was attemptfng to take pictures. 

One neighbor one-half mile west 
of the location reported that her 

quotet\·in newspaper reports, while 
other experts jumped to conclu
sions before they had all the evi 
dence in hand. 

One expert, Dr. Robert Nathan, a 
good friend of Maccabee .. , des
pite newspaper reports to the con
trary, "did not conclusively state 
that the pictures are a hoax," 
according to Maccabee. 

Maccabee wrote that an expert 
told him he was 'terribly' misquoted 
in a Northwest Florida (Playground 
Daily News) story about a 'dispute' 

over the authenticity of the photos 
between the expert and Maccabee. 

Maccabee notes in his conclu
sion that Ed subjected himself to a 
lie detector test and wonders what 
the same skeptics that wrote the lie 
detector off as unimportant would 
say if 'Ed ' failed the test. 

UFOiogist Ray Stanford, quoted 
in the News Journal as saying he 
believed the photos were a hoax, 
"and if I'm wrong, I will completely 
resign from the field ," later admit
ted bad information led him to call 
the photo sightings a hoax, Macca
bee wrote. 

Even GB Mayor Ed Gray Ill was 
mentioned in the report. 

Maccabee wrote that Gray, who 
told Channel 3 and the News Jour
nal the UFO pictures were a hoax, 
later called 'Ed' and told him he 
made the statement because he 
wanted to end the UFO sightings, 
which he thought were giving Gulf 
Breeze a bad name and decreas
ing the tourist trade. 

Another skeptic told Maccabee 
that 'Ed ' would never send photos 
taken with a dual camera set up to 
measure distance because he 
couldn't fake the pictures. 

When 'Ed ' did send the photos, 
"the investigator argued that Ed 
had figured out how to make a 
nearby model seem distant. Th is 
he said without any proof that Ed 
had the slightest idea of how to 
defeat the camera, " according to 
Maccabee. 

" If hard evidence of a hoax turns 
up, it will be reported by MUFON 
and the Fund (for UFO Research) ," 
Maccabee concludes. "Lacking 
that, one should keep his mind 
open about the Gulf Breeze flap 
because as yet there is no 
conclusion ." 

Walter Andrus, the international 
director for MUFON and a strong 
supporter of 'Ed's' sightings from 
the beginning, also considers the 
investigation ongoing. 

In a letter accompanying Macca
bee's report, he wrote, "it is con
ceivable that you may have 
participated in one of the most 
important UFO cases in the past40 
years . Time and continued investi
gation and research will decide the 
validity of this prediction ." 

horses acted "spooky" around mid
night, and were still acting odd the 
next morning. 

Another neighbor further west 
reported that his dogs" ... threw a fit, 
like they were scared to death. They 
will bark and howl when they hear 
coyotes, but they were carrying on 
so much that it woke me up about 
11:15." 

Another resident approximately 
two miles southeast of the location 
reported seeing a glowing object 
croeaing the sky around midnight, 
but when she awakened her hus
band, the object was gone and he 
thought she had been dreaming. 

The lawman also reported 
strange behavior in wild animals 
near the scene of the sighting. 

"I saw several skunks and owls, 
and many more rabbits in ila4.JOad 
than you usually see at night," he 
said. 

"None of them would run back in 
the brush when I approached them. 
One small pack of coyotes ran a few 
yards when I "shooed " them, but 
they ~topped and wouldn't leave the 
road. 

A city official stated that his 
daughter, who lives in the Dallas 
area, heard radio reports that Dat
]u police uni ta were chasing "lighta 
in the sky" in the predawn hours 
Monday. 

NEWS PRESS, Ft. Myers, FL 
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The Times contacted WFAA 
Television in Dallas, and the 
editor's desk at the Dallas Times 
Herald, but those sources found no 
record of the Dallas police involved 
in a chase of that nature. 

This same city official stated 
that he saw the lawman's photos, 
but ~eported that the object in the 
corner of one picture resembled the 
occasional flaws in that type film. 

Other T~ports of "o~~trange lighta. 
in the. sky" were discountl!d as 
eightinp of the planet Mar., which 
is closer to earth than it has been in 
many years, and visibly moves 
across the night sky. 
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By Bill Morris 

POLICE HELICOPTER IN HARROWING RADAR
TRACKED UFO ENCOUNTER. The headline sent 
waves of disbelief through Charlotte. 

Howard Dellinger and Ron Arey, the two Charlotte 
Police officers who saw the UFOs, and Charlotte Douglas 
International Airport air traffic controller Ray Bader 
(who tracked the objects on radar), still aren't sure just 
what was flying over the city that winter night 10 years 
ago. 

"What I saw was like nothing I had knowledge of 
before or since," says Dellinger. "It nwy have been of this 
world, but in the 10 years since, I have not seen or heard 
about any aircraft shaped like them or with the unique 
abilities of the two crafts we saw on Dec. 27, 1977. 

"Prior to this experience, I had always dismissed UFO 
sightings as explainable or as hoaxes; now I just don't 
know. I do know, though, that I always watch the skies 
hoping to see something similar again." 

Arey and Dellinger were on a routine mission the night 
of the sighting. Arey, a veteran pilot, was at the controls 
of Snoopy II, the police department helicopter. The time 
was approximately II p.m. and the helicopter was flying 
near the intersection of Davidson and 11th. 

Glancing to the northwest, Dellinger noticed two 
rapidly approaching lights. They were heading right 
toward Snoopy II. The first assumption the officers say 
they made was that the lights were the landing lights of a 
couple of military helicopters flying toward Fort Bragg. 
"That's standard military procedure - to fly with landing 
lights on until you reach a certain altitude," Arey said. 

As the lights passed approximately 200 feet above 
Snoopy II, Arey becme uneasy. Familiar with the 
characteristics of night-flying aircraft, he was unable to 
detect rotating beacons, strobe lights or even navigational 
lights on the strange craft 

Wantin& to aet a better look, Arey turned Snoopy t.ck 
toward the objects. 1bey were cominl npt at us, just 
like their pilot wanted to get a better look, too," Dellin&er 

0 1 a. 3 4 ' 

uys. 
Arey adds, .. I told Dellinpr to tum on Snoopy's 

spotliaht I bad my hands full flyina the cbopptr. By this 
time we weren't sure just what we were seein& but 
Dellin&er wouldn't tum on the li&bL He sai, "There are 
just aome thinp you don't mess with.' He bad such a 
funny !ound to 1m voice. Neither cA us could believe 
what we both apparently were tbinkiq. AUI know is the 
thinp were flyina in some sort of formation, they were 
shiny metallic crafts and someone or aomethinl was at 
the controls." 

Arey quickly contacted the airport to ask what was 
showiq up on radar. Ray Bader, a four-year veteran with 
the Federal Aviation Administration in Charlotte, 
reported he bad four "targets" on his screen - an Eastern 
Airlines plane on approach to Doqlas, the helicopter and 
two~wns." 

Arey uys, '"Snoopy bad a transponder aboard that 
squawked codes periodically so the tower knew where we 
were at all times. At one point we were so close to one of 
the objects that Bader uid we were trackin& as one. We 
were about 100 feet away." 

As the objects came closer, Arey banked his chopper 
sharply to the left and to his amazement, one of the 
.. approachees" shot straipt up, stoppina at about 3~ 
feeL 

The movement was accomplished in less than three 
seconds. Arey knew he could not foUow the uoendina 
object, so he turned his attention to the UFO closest to 
the chopper. 

As Arey attempted to fly closer, he found himself out
manuevered at every tum. The UFO stayed behind 
Snoopy, no matter what turns were made. '1bat craft 
must have been commanded by some kind of 
'int.eJtiaeoc:e,' .. he uys. 

Suddenly, as iftirina of the pme, the object tumed 
eastward, droppina a fiery ball as it sped away. Snoopy U 
gave chase, stretchina its capabilities to 140 miles an 

MEMORABLE NIGHT: Ron Arey (top) and Howard 
Dellinger look back on the events of Dec. 27, 1977, which 
are mapped aJ left 

hour. The UFO, still being tracked on radar from 
Douglas, was estimated to be flyina at 230 mph by 
controller Bader. The object faded from the radar screen 
near Monroe Airport 

1bere was no way we could follow the one trackin& 
towards Monroe," says Arey ... It was going too fast. So I 
tumed back toward downtown and tried to sight the one 
that bad gone up so fasL I called the tower and the 
contro~er told. me the other one was near Southpark. Just 
as we s1ghted It agam, it simply disappeared. At that 
moment the tower reported it had vanished from the 
screen." 

Later, the two police officers described the objects as 
globular white lights (toward the ultraviolet end of the 
spectrum) with a surrounding glow. A silver, parachute
like object with ribs was attached above the light source 
with a transparent section between. 

The police officers were and are still sure they 
encountered a UFO. "People still want to hear the story. 
Some will just nod and accept, but others will ask how 
much money I made for making up such a tale. I still get 
ribbed about my UFOs," says Dellinger. 

The Charlotte incident attracted nationwide attention. 
Three of the largest UFO-studying organizations, Aerial 
Phenomena Research Organization (APRO), The Mutual 
UFO Network (MUFON) and the Center for UFO 
Studies (CUFOS), sent top investigators to check on 
details of the bizarre encounter. 

More than 100 hours alone were spent by the North 
Carolina director of MUFON, Georae D. Fawcett, and 
other MUFON field investiptors, trying to find a logical 
explanation for the sightings. Laundry bq balloons 
sometimes used in UFO hoaxes, air inversion conditions 
and reflections from the ground were all discounted by 1 Q 
investigators as possible explanations for the sightings. 

"Laundry bags don't fly at 230 mph, shoot up to 3500 
feet or track on radar," says Arey. 

(continued on page II) 



(continued from page 10 -
"When the UFO investigators came to Charlotte to 

talk to us," Dellinger adds, "they put a briefcase 
obviously full of documents on a nearby desk. 'We'll 
show you something after we've talked,' one said. When 
we finished our descriptions of the encounter, the 
briefcase was opened and we were shown other 
documented sightings of UFOs similar to the ones we had 
seen." 

Ten years have passed, and the mystery of Charlotte's 
most famous UFO sighting - and one of tbe nation's 
best documented ones - remains unsolved Dellinger is 
still haunted by the fear he felt when the objects were 
coming towards the helicopter and he got a good view of 
them. He has scores of letters sent from all over the nation 
by people who have had UFO experiences. Dellinger also 
has a tape of the conversations between Snoopy II, the 
airport tower and the Eastern plane approaching the 
airport. 

"I can almost bear Eastern questioning over and over 
apin, 'What's going on down there?.' We never replied 
because we were too busy." 0 

LEADER-TELEGRAM, Eau Claire, WI - Aug. 28, 1988 

Abductee relates 
his frightening story 
of alien examination 
By Matthew Soergel 
Scripps Howard News Service 

Aliens last visited Christopher 
Young one night in July 1976, 
when he was 21 and livmg in a 
cabin in the Sierra Nevada foot
hills . 

_As Young tells the story, he was 
lymg awake on a thin foam pad in 
the cabin's bedroom. Suddenly he 
knew something was in the room. 

"You're going to be taken." it 
told him. 

Young felt overwhelming press
ure on one side of his body as he 
was pushed against the foam pad. 
A long, rasping exhale next to his 
ear cut through the silence. He was 
terrified, sure he would die. 

Above him were four aliens, with 
sl~nder anns and necks and large, 
harrless heads . Their eyes were 
huge and black. 

Three were about 4Vl feet tall 
and bubbled with insincere happi
ness, as if overjoyed at Young's 
luck in being "taken." The fourth , 
apparently the leader, was taller, 
emotionless, all business . 

1be creatures told Young tele
pathically there would be no 
trouble . It was not reassurance; it 
was an order. 

lbey carried him out the back 
door. lben he felt himself floating 
toward a bright light and into a 
spaceship. He was taken through 
several large chambers - some 
sterile and empty, some full of 
growing things - to a room where 
an examining table waited. 

Christopher Young believes 
aliens abducted him five times. He 
is convinced they performed medi
cal tests on him - tests so horrible 
he shudders as he thinks of them. 

Young came from his San Fran
cisco home to Laramie for the ninth 
Rocky Mountain Conference on 
UFO investigation. He wants to 
talk about his experiences, but is 
wary of being taken for a freak. 

''There are a lot of people who 
are into this cosmic, New Age 
stuff, especially where I live," be 
says. "Last week they were chan
neling an Egyptian pharaoh. This 
week it's a OFO." 

He shifts his weight impatiently 
as he stands in the sunlight, a 
stocky man with close-cut brown 
hair, dungarees and flannel shirt. 
There is an edge of exasperation in 
his voice. 

"That's interesting," he says of 
New Ase cultists, "but it has 
nothing to do with my life." 

In his early 30s, Young is a pro
fessional harpsichord and lute play
er. He has just spent the better part 
of two days listening to alien-ab
duction stories and UFO theories. 
Some of what he has heard bothers 
him. 

"It's kind of like the pot calling 
the kettle black, but I don't believe 
a lot of the stories. My story. on 

"It's kind of like the 
pot calling the kettle 
black, but I don't be
lieve a lot of the 
stories. My story, on 
the face of it, Is 
outrageous. If I 
hadn't had the ex
perience, I probably 
wouldn't believe it.'' 

- Christopher Young 

the face of it, is outrageous . If I 
hadn't had the experience, 1 prob
ably wouldn't believe it. I don't see 
why anyone should believe it. 

" It's not important to me that 
other people believe it. What is 
important is finding other people 
with these experiences , to validate 
myself. '' 

For years, Young was tortured by 
sudden panic attacks and half-re
membered nightmares . He won
dered what had caused the strange 
scars on his body. 

He worried for his sanity until he 
uncovered what he believes is the 
truth while undergoing hypnotic re
gression sessions. Then, he says, 
he found that he had been abducted 
five times, the ftrst when he was 
only 4 . 

He doesn't want to tell too much 
public;ly about what happened 
aboard the spaceship. Otherwise, 
how can he be sure, when he talks 
with others claiming similar ex
periences, that they aren't just 
stealing from his story? How can 
he tell if they arc charlatans, insane 
or unwitting participants in this 
otherworldly mystery, as he be
lieves he is? 

Many believers spin stories simi
lar to Young's, but it is the details 
that someone couldn't make up -
unless this really had happened to 
them - hat tell Young wbose tales 
are genuine, he says. 

Unlike many so-called abductees, 
who seem to delight in being 
amon~ those singled out for alien 
attention, Young is frightened, re
sentful. 

"The way they talk to me is real 
~tronizing," he says of the aliens. 
'They're scaring the (bleep) out of 

you ." 

Young is bewildered by his ex
periences. 

"I don't know why . They never 
told me," he says, his voice grow
ing dark. "They never bothered to 
introduce themselves to me." 

CREATIVE LOAFING, Charlotte, NC - Feb. 20, 1988) 

~at's fried 
chicken?' 
by Bill Mo"is 

As you enter the foyer of the home of Jobn Manning 
(a pseudonym - be did not waa us to use his real name 
for fear of ridicule) your eyes are drawn first to an eerie 
painting of a UFO and then to the industrial engineering 
diploma banging beside the sketch. The name on both is 
the same.. 

~.--.·oftb86().000UFO ....... dlat 
ta.ve beea .....-uree.Uaited S....llavaoa::amd 
alone aeofolicat' fault liDee. Mlaaiaa ..,._ Dr. Micbld A 
Pmhinp. a profeaor at. Laurentian Unnmity in 
Sudsbuty, Ontario,-Caada. formulated &be 1D01t widely 
accepCed dleory to explaia· tflia carious Ilea;' be believes 
t~ aaft.nre dtawu to CauJt liDcs because of the hiP 
ooaceotratiom of magoetic ene1JY found there. 

Manning is a pleasant-looking. intelligent man wbo has 
been interested in the stranae aDd unusual ever since his 
teen-age years. His Occupation is a job at a local 
engineering frrm; his preoccupation is VFO study. 
Manning describes himself as a .. semi-retired field 
investigator for UFO sightings and other phenomena" 
with MUFON (the Mutual UFO Network). 

In addition to the UFE)s, there also bave been several 
uQidentified·walkin&·objects ll:pOited in~ pest dozen or 
so years here. A mao-sized furry creature. with a 
humanoid face has beeo seen as close as 20'feet away on 
several ocx:asioos in Matthews. Durinc the night Of 
August 9, 1977, eight people, indudiq. two Matthews 
policemen, tried to capture the creature, but it duded 
them. The fust report of the furry creature was made to 
the Matthews Police DePartment by Halold Jolle$, who 
led the policemen to where the chase was made. 

He also has worked closely with the area law 
enforcement agencies tha~ recave most reports of unusual 
and bizarre occurrences. His most highly publicized case 
was the Dec. 27, 1977, sighting of two UFOs over 
Charlotte by two police officers wbo were Dying in a 
police helicopter. 

But the strange case of the Snoopy II police helicopter, 
though the most infamous one Manning bas been 
involved in, may not rank as the most bizarre. According 
to his records, ;there bave been dozens of strange sigbtings 
officially classifJCd as unexplainable in Mecklenburg and 
Union Counties alone over the years. A broad spectrum 
of the population, from police officers to pilots to 
reporters to ministers, bas reported UFO sightings here. 
Many UFOs have been spotted in the Stallings/Indian 
Trail area, especially along Highway 74 East- an area 
that is geologically significant because is lies along a fault 
line. 

Perhaps the strangest occurrence locally seems on the 
surface to be the most normaL Traveling in pairs, men 
dressed aD in black have appeared at numerous homes 
where people who have reported UFO sightings live.. The 
men irr black (MBs) question the occupants about what 
they saw; according to the people who have beeo 
questioned by the MBs. the meo appear to be government 
officials. but they speak with strange accents and do not 
seem to be familiar with customs. One report filed with 
Manoing ~ted that a local couple took two such mtors 
out to dinner with them. They reported the MBs were 
ptizzled·bY the menus, holding them upside dowo and 
even asking. .. What is fried chicken?" Tbe earliest repon 
of sucb an incident occurred in July of 1972, and the 
reports have continued. The people making those reports 
ba ve asked that their names not be used. 

Manning says he still receives UFO reports, but 
believes the "visitors" are making themselves less visible 
because of buman bositlity toward them. 0 

NEW MEXICAN, Santa Fe, NM- Sept. II, 1988 CR: J. Moseley 

ETs living in NM? 
Not likely, investigators say 

The tabloid 

~ tabloid headline screaming 
UFO Base Found in New Mexi· 

co." 
The headline summarizes the 

main story of the Sept. 20 issue of 
the_ Weekly World News, a publi
cation that shares facilities with 
the National Enquirer 

The story gets to the point 
quickly: "Diabolical invaders from 
another solar system have set up 
a secret underground base in the 
rugged mountains of northern 
New Mexico - so they can 
shanghai human guinea pigs for 
bizarre genetic experiments. 

"And, shockingly , the U.S. and 
a host of other nations are 
involved in a colossal coverup of 
the horrifying story - because 
~hey were hoodwinked into okay
mg the loathsome tests during a 
series of incredible face-to-face 
meetings with the extraterrestrial 
fiends ." 

The story goes on to say that 
"the evil spacemen" operate "on 
or near an Apache Indian reserva· 
lion near Dulce, N.Mex." 

Should a smart supermarket 
shopper waiting in the checkout 
line believe that? 

• No, said an investigator who 
once was paid by the state to 
investigate unidentified flying ob
jects and cattle mutilations in 
northern New Mexico. 

• No, said the ··top UFO 
expert" who is quoted throughout 
the tabloid's story. He said he was 
never interviewed by the tabloid 
and knows nothing of the Dulce 
space base, although he said such 
reports are common among flying 
saucer buffs. 

John Blackburn, whose byline 
appears on the story, could not be 
reached for comment at Weekly 
World News' Lantana, Fla .• office. 

The doubting investigator, Ken
neth Rommel, an FBI agent for 28 
years, conducted an official inves
tigation in the 1970s into reports 
that. cattle in 16 states were being 
mutilated by extraterrestrial be
ings. Rommel's 297-page report 
concluded the cattle claim was "a 
bunch of garbage," he said in an 
interview last week. 

And the current UFO story? 
"I don't think there's a secret 

alien base anywhere in New 
Mexico, but that's just my opin
ion," he said. 

Rommel, who was appointed 
warden of the Los Lunas Correc
tional Center last week, said many 
alien reports have come from the 
area but he does not believe any 
of them. He said, however, that 
he has not investigated all such 
reports personally, adding: 'Tm 
not going to take on the UFO 
world. They're a breed of nuts all 
to themselves." 

One report Rommel did investi-

gate was a claim that an alien 
vehicle hovered over Taos and 
sprinkled powder on the city. The 
powder was what remained when 
the aliens finished cleaning ovens 
that had been used in the ru· 
mored cattle mutilations, it was 
claimed. 

The powder later was identified 
by the FBI as latex house paint , 
he said. 

Rommel was less surprised 
about the Dulce UFO story than 
Leonard Stringfield, the "veteran 
UFO researcher" whose supposed 
quotes were the basis for the 
story. 

"I never read such a distortion 
of facts in my life," said Stringfield 
in a telephone interview from his 
Cincinnati, Ohio, home. "I was 
never interviewed by that paper, 
and I have no first-hand knowl
edge of any underground UFO 
base," he said. 

Stringfield, who said he has 
studied UFOs for I 0 years, said he 
gave a talk at an Ohio library last 
year that was covered by the 
local press. At that talk he 
mentioned the Dulce space base 
- as an example of hysteria and 
misinformation. 

He theorized that The Weekly 
World News got a copy of the 
news story about his talk. "They 
misquoted me and took some of 
my quotes out of context," said 
Stringfield. "It's conceivable there 
are secret bases in your state. 
There have always been rumors. 
But I have no knowledge about 
them." 

Anyway, underground bases 
are not Stringfield's specialty, he 
explained. His field is UFO 
crashes. He said he has talked to 
"relfable informants" who say .the 
U.S. government kt>eps alien 
space craft - and bodies - found 
at the sites of UFO ·accidents. 

DAILY JOURNAL, Elizabeth, NJ - Sept. 17, 1988 

Linden residents report UFOs 
8y KATHLEEN HOPKINS 
Staff Writer 

sw~r::rt~:: ;e~tlFO~~n't birds. They weren't planes. The callers 

So, ~r ~lice received three calls that unidentified flying objects 
were ~venn~ over Garfield A venue, Officer George Senk -.nt to mvest1gate_ us was 
~ of _the callers . described them as halo-shaped with red, 

bhnkmg hghts, said Officer Gary Stanicki. ' 
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UFOs? Only questions exist 
By 1st Lt: nm Cothrel 
SPECIAL TO THE SKYWRIGHTER 

People love a good mystery. From 
ghost stories around the camp fire 
to newspaper stories about gigantic 
alligators in city sewers, tales of fear 
and fascination provide entertain
ment as well as anxiety. 

Sometimes, a story sparks enough 
interest to take on a life of its own. 
And, as it is told again and again, its 
fictional origins become obscured, 
until some people refuse to stop 
believing it, no matter how scant the 
evidence may be. 

Several would-be sleuths and 
scientists have linked Wright
Patterson to such a story - one that 
began 40 years ago in the New Mex
ico desert, or, some believe, in a 
galaxy far, far away. 

In any case, according to this 
story, an alien spaceship crashed on 
our planet near an Army outpost in 
Roswell, N.M. The decomposing 
corpses of its crew - four small, 
humanoid extraterrestrials - lay 
nearby. The wreckage and remains 
were crated and shipped to what 
was then Wright field. 

Wright Field has since grown to 
become Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base, where, behind windowless 
walls in Bldg. 18, Area 8 (the 
Avionics Laboratory), saucer and be
ings remain today, hidden from the 

world to prevent public hysteria. 

So the story goes. And, four 
decades later, it is definitely going 
strong. Our base public affairs office 
receives as many as five queries a 
week on the subject of Unidentified 
Flying Objects, and the majority of 
those at least mention .. The Roswell 
Incident." Reporters, students and 
faithful UFO believers want to 
know: .. Do you have little green 
men frozen there?" 

As the designated UFO informa
tion officer, I have the dubious 
honor of telling them no. Some 
sound disappointed, but I think most 
of them expect the answer they get. 
A few even sound embarrassed or 
apologetic for wasting my time with 
a story that sounds like it belongs 
on the back of a cereal box. 

I feel a bit sorry for people when 
they learn their quest for creatures 
from beyond the stars has less 
chance of succeeding than a pro
gram for thinner thighs in three 
hours advertised on a matchbook 
cover. Maybe it's because I've been 
where they are. I did my share gf 
arguing with my sixth-grade science 
teacher over whether strange lights 
in the sky were signs of alien 
visitors or merely mall openings. 
I read countless books about 
sightings and abductions and things 
that do much more than go bump in 
the night. I even entertained private 

. notions of a government smoke
screen on the entire UFO situation. 

Things change. My skepticism in-· 
creased along with my age. Now, if I 
am to believe alien beings are 
visiting my planet, I must have 
proof, or at least some evidence 
beyond accounts of short guys in 
foil suits promising peace on earth 
and an end to male pattern baldness 
if we stop polluting outer space with 
satellite transmissions of music 
videos. 

If they do exist, why don't these 
alien guys show us skeptics once 
and for all that they are real? Why 
don't they give their earthly contacts 
some kind of high-tech gizmo, like 
X-ray goggles or a nuclear fusion
powered toaster oven? Or, better 
yet, why don't they just land on the 
White House lawn or at Riverfront 
Stadium or any place where more 
than two people will see them? Ap
parendy, if the earth is being visited, 
it is by a race of big teases. 

Since there is no proof that aliens 
are buzzing us in their inter
planetary v~ssels, it should be easy 
to convince everyone that no 
wreckage or bodies are locked away 
here, right? 

Well, proving alien visitors exist 
may be difficult, but it's a walk in 
the park compared to proving they 
don't. If the Air Force wanted to 

ADVOCATE, Provincetown, MA- Sept. 22, 1988 

Filming for TV show 

hide one small spaceship and four 
tiny aliens here, we certainly have 
enough buildings, basements and 
vaults to do the job. To show the 
public what wasn't here, we would 
have to open every square inch of 
the base to them for inspection. 

If this sounds feasible to you and 
you are not Geraldo Rivera, report 
to your security manager immediate
ly lor severe counseling on the need 
for security on a defense installa
tion. And please - stay well away 
from the Foreign Technology Divi
sion. 

Since no one can prove the 
Wright-Patterson aliens don't exist, 
and believing they do is far more ex
citing than believing they don't, this 
story could be around for a long, 
long time. People will go on calling, 
and I'll go on telling them we have 
no aliens here - not green, blue nor 
plaid; not frozen, pickled nor on a 
stick. While questions about our 
unearthly friends often disrupt an 
already hectic day, I'd miss them if 
they stopped completely. Though 
they may exist only in people's im
aginations, I'm starting to like the 
little guys. 

Editor's note: The Air Force can prove Lieu
tenant Cothrel exists, but not at Wright
Patterson. Formerly of the Base Public 
Affairs Office here, he now is an Air Force 
Law Education Program student at the 
University of California, Davis. 

UFO abductee returns to Dutra's 
By Marlly8 Miller 

Twenty yem11 ago, a young black man, 
newly recruited by the Air Force, got off 
a bus in front of Dutra's Market in North 
Truro. 

The young man, Bob Matthews, went 
to the pay phone outside of Dutra's, call
ed the North Truro Air Force Station 
and asked for someone to pick him up. 

The station sent someone to get Mat
thews, but he could not be found at 
Dutra&, so the driver returned to the sta
tion without him. 

Matthews called the bue again, 
frightened after seeing a bright object 
hovering in the sky near Dutra's, and 
asked that they pick him up right away. 

He was told, "We went to get you two 
hours ago. but you weren't there." 

Matthews apparently lost two hours 
of his life, and believes that be was ab
ducted by aliens who took him aboard an 
unidentified flying object that stopped 
in North Truro that October night 20 
years ago. 

His story will be aired on national 
television on Wednesday, Nov. 9, u a 
20-minute segment of "Unsolved 
Mysteries," an ABC series hosted by 
Robert Stack. The hour-long program 
will include interviews with others acro88 

the nation who have undergone similar 
experiences. 

A television crew arrived in North 
Truro Monday night and started filming 

the eegment. The filming resumed at 5 
p.m. Tuesday, and continued on to 3 a.m. 
Wednesday, in an attempt to recreate 
the night that Matthews hu never 
forgotten. 

At 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, a truck pulled 
up with one of the props, an Air Force 
jeep, similar to the one that was dispat
ched by the station to pick up Matthews 
that night. 

Mary Benjamin, field producer in 
charge of filming the show for 
Cosgrove/Meurer Productions of Los 
Angeles, told The Advocate that she has 
met nine individuals, including Mat
thews, who have experienced "abduc
tions" by aliens. 

One of the leading authorities on this 
phenomena is artist Budd Hopkins, a 
UFO investigator and author of the 
books "Missing Time" and "Intruders." 

Hopkins, a New Yorker, summers in 
Wellfleet, and was filmed at his home 
there Tuesday u part of the show. 

Matthews, after reading one of 
Hopkins's books, sought him out for 
help in dealing with probleiD8 he has had 
in coping with his experience. 

"It was an awful nice feeling to pick 
up a book and see that this wu not 
something that was just happening to 
me, but to other people, too," he said. "It 
wu an awful nice feeling to know that 
what happened to me was DOt contqioua 
to Cape Cod," but baa been expedeaced 
by others all over the country. 

Bejamin aaid Hopkins told her he hu 
interveiwed aome 200 individuala who 
have been abducted by aliEOS, but of this 
great number, "there are only 10 who 
have been willing Lo go public" about 
their experiences. 

After meeting and interviewing nine of 
these people Benjamin said, "My feeling 
is that most of the people who have been 
abducted feel traumatized by the ex
perience. When people hear about UFO 
abductions, they eay, Oh, real fu out," 
abe said. They taDd to diamis8 the ex
perialce and the individuala reportiDa it 
as crackpots, she said. 

In view of this response, "It's very 
courageous of Bob Matthews to come 
forwud," she said, adding that Mat
thews did not seek publicity. He went to 
Hopkins for help in dealing with a pro
blem, and he arranged for the producers 
to make contact with the individuals he 
knew who experienced abductions and 
were willing to discuss them with others. 

Matthews, while reluctant to di8CU8s 
his experience with a reporter Tuesday, 
said he preferred having people watch 
the show and form their own opinions. 

"These people are trying their best to 
protect my kids" from unwanted publici
ty, he said. Indicating the bystanders at 
Dutra's, he said, "This is too much. I 
didn't count on any of this. I went to 
eeek help on a problem 1 was having, aDd 
thial• ...t.at happened'' 

A former Provincetown fisherman, 

Matthews had been living in the 
Plymouth area, but recently moved back 
to Truro. He has lived within 60 miles of 
Truro for the put 22 years, he said. 

Robert Dutra, former owner of the 
market, said he was asked by Ron Frieee, 
the present owner, if he recalled any talk 
of a UFO sighting at Dutra's 20 years 
ago. 

"Ron told me these people in Los 
Angeles were in contact with him about 
this, and asked what I knew about it, but 
I said I didn't know what he wu talk
ing about it." 

Dutra said he would have been in the 
store when the sighting took place, "and 
I would certainly have beard about it if 
it was common conversation then. When 
I first heard about it, I thought, God, is 
it possible I'm getting old and senile, so 
I called my son David, who would have 
been a teenager when this happened, and 
told him about this. He said, • Are you 
serious?', and I said, •y es, I am,' " Dutra 
said. 

Friese said he checked with local folks 
but came up with no one who recalled 
hearing of the UFO sighting. The police 
have no record of Matthews ever report
ing it either, he said. 
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FOREIGN NEWS 

By John Wilson 

A FLEET of war-damaged 
spacecraft that may have ex
ploded over Otago hundreds of 
years ago, could be the cause of 
the mysterious Tapanui 'flu 
epidemic. 

Thls is the belief of an Otago University 
senior lecturer Dr Jan Pajak who bas just 
completed an in-depth investigation into the 
weird "Tapanui Crater". 

Polish-bOrn Pajak, 42, 
believes the mysterious 
crater was caused by a 
giant explosion which 
caused huge busbfires 
over the South Island and 
r~~~~ helped wipe out 

And he thinks the ear
lh Maoris not only saw 

~u~ ~~ n!~~ ~~~~ 
local places after the 
horrendous happening. 

Pajak believes the 
massive explosion began 
when a fleet of magnet
ically powered space
craft got into trouble and 
tried to make an emer
gency landing on Earth. 

Atmosphere 
They came through 

the Earth's atmosphere 
somewhere over Stewart 
Island. 

Then, in an apparent 
attempt for 2 soft crasb-
=nin~~7. started to 

Over Tapanui some
thing went drastically 
wrong. 

Explosion 
c:aused the 
Tapanui 

Dl' p.jak also btaJMS 
ttte axrlesion ~or the 
Tapallui' 'Bt which be be
lieves is caused by ex
posure to the high levels of 
radioactivity that can still 
be found in some pockets 
in the Crater. 

The "China-stones" con
tain remains of plants. 
animals and people, like 
those found in Pompei 
after the Vesuvius erup
tion, says Pajak. 

The top ship in a layer 
of four suddenly ex
ploded - and triggered 
off a catastroDhic devas
tation in the three trav
elling - and possibly 
~~fi?.rting it - under-

The ensuing explosion 
created the "Tapanui 
Crater" - a triangular
shaped dish which covers 
about 350kms. 

Unusual metallic splin
ters from the long-gone 
spacecraft can also be 

C 
found locally, be says. 

One local Maori legend 
which Dr Pajak uncovered rater SOYJI ~~ ro:~~~a refers to the 

lfbe legend says a born-

Triangle 
In the centre of the 

triangle today are three 
towns - Waipahi, 
Mataura and Tapanui. 

Pajak, who holds a 
Master of Engineering 
degree an<l lectures m 
romputer-a,;sisted de
sign, researched the 
Maori names and found 
all three referred to tilt' 
spa<:eship catastrol?he. 

Tapanui is "b1g ex
f.losion". Mataura refers 

c~;;!!. ~·~~~f i~P~.~~ 
fi~ of the exploding 

Pajak says the 

~1at~n~ Cr~:~~~~ 
ic spaces~ explosion. It 
is very different from a 
meteor strike and is simi
lar to only one other ex-

f~~i<>rag;o~e g';~~~ia~ 
strike. 
The explosion over 

Tapanui was about 1200 
times more powerful than 
the atomic bOmb which ex-

W~~ :::)~~~~~~a in 

And unlike a meteorite 
strike it bad no crater. 
which he says confirms it 
was an above-ground ex
plosion. 

• e • shaped object which 

n ersl'y , "gl~wed like the Moon" 

U IV ::~~~a~l~~~; .. M:l~r~ 

lec:turer 
'· The ObJect that ex

ploded over Tapanui was 

~i~:~~,Y ~~~s~~~~ 
"they recorded it in nu
merous legends. 

" The Tapanui Crater 
was formed by a sequence 
of detonations - not by a 
single explosion." 

Objects 
He says evidence shows 

about four cigar-shaped 
objects detonated in se
quence. 

"The explosions were ig
nited from the top space
craft and then spread \ 
down along the cigar
shaped staclt of vehicles," 
says Pajak. 

1 
He says that strange 

"China-stones" which are 
found in the area also sup
port this theory. 

"Over baH the South 
Island was totally devas
tated by the effects of the 
Tapanui explosion," be 
savs. 

occur in the area, he says. 
He quotes a Mrs Diane 

Chittock. of Waikoikoi , 
who photographed a tor
nado 10 the area near the 
crater where "unusual at
mospheric phenomena " 
frequently occur. 

means "the glowing sky", 
says Pajak. The Tapanui 
Crater's potential for tour
ism is huge, adds Pajak. 

"The Tapanui Crater has 
an enormous s~nificance 
to New Zealand and our 
entire planet. 

Blast site 
"So far only two such 

g~arC:S a~~is~h~n T~-:ti~sk; 
blast site in Central 
Siberia. 

"It seems that we have a 
treasure here in New 
ZalMCI ot which hardly 
nycnelt~~C~WL" 

ASAHI EVENING HEWS, Tokyo, Japan 
10, 1988 CR: Y. Matsumura 

Mysterious Ball of Fire 
A gigantic ball of fire, shown with an arrow, caused 

a flood of phone calls at police stations and astronomi
cal observatories in a wide area of northern and east
ern Honshu by making a sudden brief passage over 
Japanese skies Friday night. 
_ The fireball, yet to be identified, was seen flying 
from west to east in a wide area stretching from Aomori 
to the north to Chiba to the south around 6:20 p.m. 

According to witnesses, the unidentified flying ob
ject measured several times the size of the full moon 
and was flying with a tail at a speed comparable to that 
of a jet plane. 

The accounts were split among the observers over 
the duration of the flight and the color of the object. The 
flight is said to have lasted from several seconds to 40 
seconds while the color was argued as " pale white," 
"orange" and "gold." 

Since there has been no report of air accidents and 
the fireball in question left no image on radar screens. 
aviation experts suspect that the object was a huge 
meteor. 

HEW ZEALAND HERALD, Auckland, New 
Zealand - Sept. 13, 1988 CR: R. Collyns 

UFO With 
Flames 
Buzzes 

Auckland 
Aviation authorities were 

mystified by reported sight· 
ing; of a bright, yellow
orange, triangular object 
flying around Auckland's 
sky last night. 

Mr Philip Gilmer saw the 
object flying over Pt Chev
alier at 9.15 pm. It was 

flying slower than a micro· 
light aircraft at a level of 
about IOOOm, and had 
names corning out the back 
of it. 

A woman who wished to 
remain anonymous saw the 
object when she was driving 
out of the city down Sand
ringham Rd, at about I 0 
pm. 

Air traffic control at 
Auckland Airport and staff 
at Whenuapai Air Base said 
a number of people had 
rung inquiring about the 
object. 

Most described the object 
as a bright, yellow-orange 
triangle. 
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centre are lnvestigat- ~ 

~nn~=-~it~~~~u~to~':::~g::::e :bh~:w::~: E 
weeks ago and the studies centre In Crewe is still 
receiving calls from people who claim to have ~ 
seen Unidentified Flying Objects. 11 

"The slghtlngs have been mainly over the .g 
!:!::~whrt:~::c~:~ !~:r:e~:,~e c~~l~m~~~0E~: ~ 
Morris. 1-'· 

"We have sent about a dozen forms out to 11 

~:::~:.:~~ng them to give details of what they m 

"We have had reports of UFOs which were t:zl 
cylindrical In shape and very bright and very low ~ 
In the sky. There have also been reports of global ,....... 
objects." Ill 

Mr Morris uld he hlmulf had been lnvestlgat- [ 
lng an Incident near Hodnet in which four people 
In a car claimed that a UFO had appeared above I 
them. Underneath the UFO were four bright lights c... 
which were shining down on the vehicle. c 

"I have spoken to the witnesses and they are all ::l 
relleble," uld Mr Morris. m 

'·Because of the con
figuration of free space all 
heavenly bodies approach 
the Earth along the ver-

~cal . .P~O:,lf-Wu~ east 
~ere are no impact 

craters from a south-~ 
north direction whicb in 
the year 1178 was oc
cupied by the magnetic 
north. 

Pajak claims that even 

~~Llt~ts t~vea~~ 
hand-held com~sses often 
?r~~~~zy·• in he Tapanui 

Storms 
Strange storms also still 

YOUR GUIDE TO THE SPACE
CRAFT EXPLOSION .. . T: The major 
line of "trinitite" deposits. C: The maJOr 
line of heavy "china stones" deposits. L: 

l~t!~!:S ~~ ~~!e~x f~i~. ~ ¥;.: 
Tapanui· Crater where ~e explosion oc
cuired. F: The range of bush f1res ignited
by the fireball of the explosion. P : The 

path followed by the vehiCle prior to the 
explosion as it is rt'Corded in Maori 
legends. This path is contradictory to the 
onentation of the central axis of the ex
plosion. This again certifies that the de
struction could not be caused by a heav- , :tlh ~rtb. (eg a m<'teorite) impacting , 

All members of the Crewe centre are hand 
picked and are highly qualified ufologlsts. They -....J 

are regional Investigation co-ordinators for the 
Brtttsh UFO R .... rch Association and Mr Morris is 
a member of the national Investigations com- ~ 
m~ee. ~ 

The centre, which can be contacted on 0270 
512371 wants to Introduce a 24 hour on-call rota 13 
system ~ that slghtings can be Investigated 
quickly. CR: T. Good 
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PUUII 
STIIANGI 

FIVE EUCLA (WA) motorists, 
convinced that a strangely-lit 
plane was limping in to land, 
helpfully shone their headlights 
on the local landing strip . 

But to their amazement, the 
"plane" - flashing red and 
white beacons - suddenly 
stood still in the sky. before 
soaring away at astonishing 
speed. 

The Eucla UFO was one of 
dozens of eerie objects sighted 
over Australian rural towns. 

"I saw the thing about 9pm, 
when I was driving home," 
recalls Stan Mosseveld, barman 
at the Amber Hotel . 

"It was like a huge lightbulb 
shining in the dark - it was 
certainly no plane. It hovered 
for several minutes before 
winking out, just like a light 
being switched off." 
• Coincidentally. a second 
UFO was invited to land several 
days later. 

Flight controllers at 
Colombia's Jose Maria Cordova 
airport sa.v what they believed 
to be a small plane descending , 
illegally. onto the runway. 

"They gave the craft 
emergency landing 
instructions," reports the 
newspaper El Colombiano. "But 
then they realised it was disc
shaped, with flashing coloured 
lights." 

Several pilots also saw the 
UFO. The nation's aeronautical 
board silenced them by 
imposing a news blackout. 

CR: R. Collyns 

The photo of an " allen creature " as seen in Monday's Star 
ILKLEY Moor's creature from outer 

Jack strides out on his round of farmhouses 

space was identified last night ... as 
the Man from the Pru I 

UFO experts produced a photograph of a 
" four-and -a -half-foot tall alien with 
long arms trailing on 
the ground." 

They said it had 
goggling eyes, big ears, no 
nose and smooth green 
skin. 

But insurance salesman 
Jack McHale told The Star : 
•• Is it 'eck a creature from 
outer space. lfs me! •· 

Sober 
Father-of-five Jack, 5ft 

Sin tall and 10\.i stone, 
insisted the photograph 
was him wearmg a sober 
bluejacket and grey slacks. 

According to a 
Metropolitan police officer 
who took the picture, the 
" thing " waved its arms, 
then clambered aboard a 

By TONY BROOKS I 
40ft diameter spaceship 
and hummed off into the 
clouds. 

Jack says it wasn't like 

~~a~~tb~e i}~J~Yie':t;:f 
to complete his round. 

r ~v:? 'R:,':nrsdilo~~;:::r~: 
Leeds, strides off on foot 
across Ilkley Moor on a 

-two-mile hike to visit 
remote farms. 

" There's no doubt it's 

~~~~~~~~i~t:&~Wlised 
But last night UFO expert 

Steve Balon was adamant 
the photograph showed an 
alien. 

"0 
0 

8 
Bewildering dossier of UFO 

._: ABDUCTION: OVER 200 abductt" OfiS 

....., DOCUMENTED UFO KID· 
NAPPINGS INVESTIGAT

~ ED, by Jenny Randles -
Robert HaJe, £10.95. 

c:o DURING the first three 

~ ~~n~~~ri~~ ~~:~:eo;~nt~~~ 
national press concerning 

~ UFOs. Every day sees new 
IV claims of alien contact, 
c many with evidence of 
,.; people being interfered 

say~ that he was examined 
by creatures aboard a 
UFO; a couple from South 
Wales who watched in 
horror as their four-year-old 
daughter communed with 
aliens ; and a woman and 
her three sons whose truck 
was sucked into the air on 
the Australian Nullabor 
Plain . 

with (amazingly , to me . in 
both senses of the expres- The author has interview-

] sion) or abducted for a ed hundreds of witnesses 
111 short time . from all walks of life -
~ What is behind all this doctors and milkmen. air-

~ :~~~i(;;~dc;ah~rs Britain ~~~~g!~~~s aann~ pi~~!:~~ : 
.;., In this disturbing and But she suspects that there 
IV sometimes scary book , in- are thousands more who 
~ ternationally renowned have encountered some
~-< UFO researcher Jenny thing inexplicable and, for 
~ Randles has compiled a a variety of reasons. are 

c.? bewildering dossier of docu- too scared to talk . 
mented UFO abductions . This phenomenon is per-

~ Many of the cases have haps the greatest modern 
~ never been published before mystery, and it is not 

~ ::r~~~lis~~~e a~~o~~~s w~~~~ ~~i~i;;~t~~e~ritain and the 

~ investigated with a fresh Are we alone in the 
~ and objective insight, fre- cosmos or do these abduc
~ quently offering startling \ tions ~esult from extra
i;; new information. terrestnal mterference m 

Among those which have human affairs? 
been rigorously checked Does the answer lie not 
and studied by medical and in tall , blond beings offering 
scientific researchers are : a reassurance at the time but 
Yorkshire policeman who a warning to the world for 

the future (reported time 
after time by abductees) 
but in a deeply hidden 
psychological trauma affect
ing thousands of people? 

ln other words, ts it all 
in the mind? Regression 
hypnosis has been tried 
repeatedly, but contrary to 
popular belief, not all that 
emerges from a hypnotised 
subiect is necessarily true . 

Or is there another , 
perhaps even more disturb
ing resolution to this 
problem? Jenny ~andle s 
offers some persuastve con
clusions in this ultimate 
survey of a mystery that is 
as baffling as it is shocking. 

I sit on the fence . quite 
bewildered . After carefully 
reading her every word and 
digesting the theories , the 
suggestions, the possibili
ties, Jenny has left me 
better informed but con
siderably more confused . 

P .M.W . 

c:o 
c:o 
0'1 Man spots 

'flying 
saucer' 

A GLOWING red flying sau
cer has been spotted near 

"0 Oldham - for the second time 
~ ln a week. 
~ Coach-driver Mr . Paul 
c Hartley noticed the 
~ unidentifted flying object as 

.. he drove through Strinesdale C"l 
~ on Thursday evening. ,c 

..c "It was exactly 10 p .m .. I 
"0 looked up and saw a reddy- ~ 

0 orange-coloured glow, which 
glided very quickfy across the ~ 

~ sky", he said. 0 
d "Three passengers also c. 
,... noticed lt - 1t was really 
z strange". 
~ 
E3 

~ .... 
IZi g; 
~ 

Helicopter 
Mr. Hartley, of Florida 

Streett Oldham, saw the 
0~~~tcg~~nllo~5 :V~n~n a 
plane or helicopter, because lt 
was so blg." 

Earller last week, Mr . 
Thomas Mundy, saw a 
glowing object from his flat ln 
Montrose Souse, Crete Street 
Estate. 

PAGNELL CITIZEN, Newport, England 

July 28, 1988 CR: T. Good 

Saucer 
riddle 

FLYING SAUCER 
expens are still baf
fled by unique video 
shots of a dazzling 
light. 

One week after 
amateur photo
gfapher Jerry 
Twaites snapped the 
mysterious visitors 
apparently hovering 
in a ailver ship over 
the city centre, inves-

tigators from the Brit
ilb UFO Association 
IJC no nearer explain
mg what he saw. 

MThey want a copy 
so they can get it 
analysed." said Jerry 
from Great Holm. 

ADd rnor~ bashful 
eye "'itnesses have 
come forward . 

Mit looked like a sil
ver egg that tapered at 
one end," said Cheryl 
Bowen of Emerson 
Valley. 

And Richard Davy 
ot Downs Barn com
mented : "It didn ' t 
look like aoy normal ... ~." 

c:o 
c:o 
0'1 

JUSTIN'S 
PICTURE 

~ HASUFO 
~ SPOT-ON 
~ ANOTHER UFO sighting has 
I been reported in Oldham. 

"0 The glowing red object was 
c snapped by Justin Grundy 
111 03) over thf' Limeslde Road 
~ area of Hollinwood. 
c But Justin , of near -by 
~ Durban Street. did not even 

.. know of its presence untll he C"l 
e had the nlm developed l:IC 
co He said : "I was trying -w 

..c take a picture of my friend, H 
~ Ian Jones. but it did not come • 
o out because it was too dark. C') 

When I got the film back. I o 
~ saw the red spot above the o 
...:l houses, and tried to work ou t Q. 
~ what it was ... 

~ Probe 

U~ Then Justin read the flying 
saucer story in last night"s 
Evening Chronicle. and real

~ ised it might be the same. 
H thing . 
z But the Kaskenmoor g; School pupil does not expect 
~ to see little green men 

running along Chamber Road. 
He said: "It could be a space 

probe - something like the 
~:::S~~raft that we sent to 
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Eerie UFO 'fogs'---
Auckland man's film 
A MYSTERY object eighted flying 
over auburbM Aucld8nd defied •n 
•Hempt to e~~pture It on lim. 

Mt Albert auperette ....., RHhid 
Huaaaln thought he hed a.ccnafuiiJ 
photognphed the .._.andehaped creft 
the night he ... lt. 

But when the 11111'1 .. defiiDpld lhota 
either aide of the cqft .... out pertectty 
but aU tramee of the .,.... obfect ..,. 
blank. 

Fog 

By John W1lson 

=:!:n ":rJ. be a pltine or a helicopter," 

"But when I ... It I w• amazed. n we• !::._ ho¥erlng there making absotuteiJ no 

"8o I grebbed my camera. 
"tt WM et about 100 ...._ And It waan't 

IMidng • eound, just henglng ........ 
., started ahootlng some film and that's 

when It began lo move aw.,." 

Vanished 

''H alerted to move away and finally 
vaniahed over lleltdenon war. 

"tt w ...... eerie feeling. 

''I've never believed in nying aaucen 
8nd I've certainly never ...,. one before 
-till now." 

Mr Huuain uld the craft w• diamond
shaped, orange-yellow in colour with what 
~~~ke a large heedlight IUSpended 

Phoned 
''H w• .. If It w• able 1o log the film" 

he aald.. The cnft ......-.d tint over Balmorel 
Mr Huasain said he phoned the 

meteorologlcat bureau. the RNZAF and 
Air New zealand. Huaaain aa1c1 hie .. z..1r aaw the and w• Ylaible lor about 15 ...mut ... 

craft ftnt. "All the family and ..,.,.. of the neigh-
''1 thought he WM DUIIIntl llftJ leg. I fig- boura ... It," llr Huauln uid. 

aaid."None of them had anr explanation, •· he 

IV 

'"' i 
~ Dial-a-UFO 
~ In Hakui City, Ishikawa 
:E Prefecture, the sound of 
~ an unidentified flying ob-

ject <UFO) can be heard 
~ by anyone who picks up a 

phone. 
oo But it is not because ex
~ traterrestrial life forms 

are on the other side of the 
~ line. It is because a local 
C"oo branch of the Nippon Tel
~ egraph and Telephone 
~ Corp. assigned a number 

-(0767) 22-1940-to a re-
1 cording of the sound of a 
~ flying saucer. 
c:t. The sound, reportedly 

. ~ recorded by a Swiss farm-
.. er in 1975, has been ana
~ lyzed by scientists as one 
~ which is genuinely "not 
E-t found on earth," accord-

.. ing to the NTT branch that 
~ launched the tape service 
~ last week. 
c.!) The telephone service 
~ joined scores of other 
:z: UFO-related merchandise 
~ sold in the city which is 
~ promoting itself as the 
~ UFO capital of Japan. 
til 
< 

Huge UFO : 
sighted by ! 

:::1 

hill walkersi 
A GIANT UFO, 'the size of Wembley Stadium,' was ~ 
sighted hovering over Mary Tavy on Thursday by a O'Q 

terrified group of hill walkers from Dorset. ~ 
Several of the walkers say that they felt they were under surveillance .. 

by the mystery object which consisted of fast moving green and white 1.0 

flashing lights. oo 
The group , from B Ad • R k sure it was a UFO. I was 

00 

Weymouth , reported Y nan UC very frightened-l' ve never n 
the sighting to Tavi- seen anything like it be- :;r;l 
stock police , and across the sky-it couldn't fore, the lights were mov-
Ministry of Defence have been a helicopter or ing back and forward like 
officials are ~~-yaee:r~~\~neC~r~~~ an o~lloscope.' he said , ~ 
investigating the Elmes. Oro watcher Mrs Joan n 
claims. Almost an hour later Amos, who lives at Peter g 

·we are very concerned and about four miles away ~aovJ.hbe~~~es ~~:t'e~hea~~r~ ( 
when any craft that hasn't two members of the youth . 1 1 ~ 
been identified invades club returning from a are panJCu ar Y prone 10 

the integrity of British air night hike saw similar extra-terrestrial invasions. 
space.' said David Davies. lights. On July I· a huge craft. 
a Ministry press officer. 'It seemed to be observ- similar to the one spotted 

·we are trying to find in g us, and it was at Mary Tavy was seen 
out what it is. and why it massive-the size of hovering over Exeter. 
was there.' The lights Wembley Stadium,' said 'I received more than 30 
were first seen just after 18-year-old Brendan King. calls about this visitation. 
midnight last Thursday Stuan Tucker. 22, the it sounds very similar to 
morning by the youths assistant leader of the the spotting last week .' 
who were camped at club, and a member of the said Mrs Amos, the South 

~ASHIO HUSSAIN ... pointing to.._. he eightH the 
UFO. 

Willsworthy near Mary Territorial Army was ter- West organiser of the na~ 
Tavy. rified when he saw the tional UFO club. 

'The lights seemed to be huge lurking object. Sludge 

NEWSLETTER, Stafford, England - July 8, 1988 

shining through the ltwasnoaircraftornat- Mrs . .limos believes that 
clouds. they were right ural phenomenon . I'm aliens are interested in the 

nuclear and defence es
tablishments in Plymouth . 

CR: T. Good 

'A couple of years ago a 
triangular craft was seen 
hovering over Tamenon 
creek in Plymouth. pump-

Carole's spaced out by her close encounter of the artistic kind 
ing up sludge from the 
river bed, they could have 
been checking the mud for 
its radioactiveness.' she 
said. 

CAROLE Giood w·i 11 cnuld hardl~ hdtC\C her eyes when •he 
$3'"'3 S~l"trh nr the t •l () \CCn'" the ' k"' a hove Stafford in l;t< t 
........et.",;!\iioo ... ~klll"f 

.. r Weeptng Cross in Stafford. 
.. I stopped the car aud got out and saw this thing which had 

fla,hing blue and red lights in the sky. It wasn"t moving so I 
,ketched tt and then it just disappeared. It did not radc or move 
away ._,e ~ond it was there the next it was gone."" added 
Ca role. who was at Art College at the time. 

people who were. But I did see something and then it literally 

di¥~!'::~~~~~:;~sav~~r:::rno~c~;~~:~g;~~o~~~t weeks by indc· 
pendant witnesses in the Stafford area and MP Bill Cash is to 
pass on the repons to Dercncc Minister Roger Freeman ror 
official investigation. 

~-ft ~I partfiU
IarJy in August , several 
'excellent' sightings of 
UFOs have been recorded 
in Tavistock and area. 

Rt•<:<tu'e the 'kett·h. drawn by \omcone who had seen the 
m~'tcr~ nhJcrt . " '" \lrtually idcnttcal to one she made •even 
\car' ago nr,.hat 'he hcltcvcd wa' a liFO. 

.. It "a' ,, htg 'u rpno;c when I •aw the sketch in the News
kiter I made one. almo" the 'ame a• that. arter I saw somc
thtng tn the •kv 111 Rnx:ton tn the 'f'rtng or 1981 .". said Carole. 

She ""s not a believer in UFOs but that changed after the 
experience on the road between Stafford and Cannock . 

·· 1 was not really interested tn UFOs and tended to scoff at 

Reports or the sightings have not convinced the British UFO 
Research Association who maintain the mystery objects arc the 
American top ~ret radar proor F-19 Stealth fighters . 

'A Mary Tavy police
man once saw a huge 
green fire ball come out of 
the clouds. hove r. and 

Martin Cohen 

then return at high speed." 
she said. 

YORKSHIRE EVENING POST, Leeds, England - July 9, 1988 CR: T. Good 

'Alien abduction' in 
A FORMER special constable's story of how he 
was abducted by aliens in a purple light at 
Roundhay Park, Leeds, could remain one of the 
world's great mysteries, say UFO experts. 

The British Unidentified Flying Objects Research 
Committee has launched a team investigation into 
the night-time phenomena, reported to have 
occurred on June 30. 

They say it could take months to find out if the 
experience, witnessed by several independent 
callers to the YEP, can be put down to freak 
weather conditions. 

If it cannot, it will become one of the five per 
cent of unexplained anomalies in the world. 

At 10.30 pm on the Thursday in question, 
21-year·cld Mr Martin Cohen, of Clarendon 
Road, Headingley, Leeds, was walking through 
Roundhay Park to meet a friend for a drink at the 

Mansion House. Mr Cohen, a former special 
constable at Chapeltown police station, said: 
"Suddenly I saw a purple glow. The next thing I 
knew I was lifted up and carried off the ground. My 
body went numb and my eyes felt dizzy. 

" I then saw some figUres of what looked to be 
women. They were like humans except they 
were furry. Then I just blacked out with the 
shock." 

Later several anonymous people telephoned 
the YEP newsdesk to say they had seen a purple 
light in the park with a man in the centre of 
it. 

On Friday, July 1, Leeds rock band member Mr 
Michael Cotran, 23, of Woodlands Drive, Rawdon, 
was jogging in Round hay Park at 6.30 am when he 
says he saw a purple glow 30 yards in front of him on 

the park 
the pathwar near the Mansion House. 

"At first thought I was seeing things and then 
I noticed the body of ll man in a grey suit lying on 
the ground. There was no body on the ground 
before the ~ht appeared. 

"My fint Impression was that it was a dead 
body. I was quite frightened and in a state of 
shock. When the man, who I now know to be 
Martin, woke up, he was very weak, in a cold 
sweat and was rambling on, saying, 'I have had 
this weird experience. I have been somewhere 
else."' 

He added: "I don't blame anyone for not taking us 
seriously. Neither of us has believed in UFOs 
before, either. But we are not mad and we do 
know what we saw. Something happened in 
Roundhay Park which ls very frtghtemng and I 
think people should be told about it." 

15 



) Missing pilot's 
~ cash for parents 
oo By SUSAN BAMBER 
~ THE parents of mis-

sing Melbourne pilot 
~ Frederick Valentich 
N will finally get control 
..; of their son's bank 
~ account - 10 years 
til after he disappeared 

over Bass Strait. 
. ~ Valentich's father , 
...-~ Guido, of Avondale 
~ Heights, has been trying 
.., !or several years to get 
Ill access to his son's 
~ account, which holds 

.. $3500. 

~ c:~~oa~~o:~~~~ ~a~~~ 
=' where Frederick's account 
2 was held, Mr Valentich 
.....; could not claim his son's 
~ account without proof of 

his death. 
~ The 20-year-old pilot 
til vanished on October 21, 

1978, while on a flight from 
Melbourne to King Island. 

Valentich ' s dis
appearance, minutes after 
he reported his plane was 
being "orbited" by a 
"bright object", captured 
headlines around the 
world and prompted 
speculation that he was 

. captured by a UFO. 
His last words, radioed 

to Melbourne flight con
trol were: " . .. that strange 
object is hovering on top of 
me again ... it is hovering 
and it's not an aircraft." 

e Fredrick Volen· 
tich ••. mystery. 

e Guido Volen
tich . . . access. 

No trace has been found 
of the young pilot, nor of 
the Cessna aircraft he was 
flying. 

Mr Valentich said he was 
told by bank officers the 
only way he could claim 
Frederick's account was to 
have him pronounced 
dead by the courts. 

A Commonwealth Bank 
spokesman said yesterday 
the bank "accept a claim" 
from the Valentich family 
after Mr Valentich pro
duced a Transport Depart
ment report on the aircraft 
disappearance, which 
listed Frederick as pre
sumed dead. 

] No explanation for circle tnystery 
e-: 

:_'UFO' rings 
~baffle boffins 
~ c: 
~ 

.....; 
bO 
c:l 

l:l:l 

Pilots make 
first report 
on imprints 

BRITAIN'S great flying saucer 
debate flared in Leicestershire 
today after the discovery of 
mysterious rings in a county 
field. 

A circular area of flattened wheat. 
with an estimated 25-yard diameter, 
has appeared near Oadby. 

It is surrounded by a single ring 
appar ently scored into the vegetation 
- wi th a triangular formation of 
three smaller circles nearby. 

No tracks seen 
And it has already begun to baffle 

experts. who say there is no obvious 
botanical or geological explanation 
for it. 

The r ings were first spotted by fly
ing i nstructors from Leicestershire 
Aero Club. in the field between the 
Roman Gartrce Road and houses at 
Copse Close. Oadby. 

A r ri al archaeologi st Mr. Jim 
Pickering was called in - but admit
tPd he was stumped. 

Th e 73-year -old former Rattle of 
Bri tain fi ..:hter pilot said: " I ha\'1'' 
nPver SPPn anything quite likf' it. 

" I have seen tens of-t'ttousands of 
ci rd~s in m'ftime, (Of'm(>d by sub-so41 

FLATTENED: The circular area in a wheat-field which has 
an estimated 25-yard diameter. 

conditions. But this just doesn 't fit around Salisbury Plain. ha·:r rausrd 
that. " wide-rangi n~ theories to br airrd. 

The main ring was the size of a bar
row or prehistoric burial mound. hut 
this shape wa~ of no archaeological 
significance. 

People may have caused i t . but the 
shapes wrrr \'l'rv rrJ::ula r and no 

Claims that the rinJ::s werr forrnrd 
by flying saucers bnc1ing on crops 
were dismi~~ec1 by sriPntist~. who 
now f(lPl thPy may hr• tlw rPsult of 
small whirlw inc1 ..; 

trac k ~ cou ld be «•·en ft·um the edge of M r . Pi <'krrin~ addPd: ... 1 It~! ally 
the fiPl c1 . hr ~air!. rejr·ct all mysti~l ell:planalt lln~ "I 

Similar rinr_S~discowmed in ~ P._IW fl(~mena that <'a n 't he unrll-r~tootl 
S(IUtk of l!n t,: land , partlcu )af'ly tiuti;ust can 'teltl' lain th i~' 

CITIZEN, Woburn Sands, England - July 21, 1988 CR: T. Good 

MYSTERY OBJECT 
SPARKS A PROBE 00 

00 
C'l 

Driver shoots video 
of UFO over the city 

ARE WE BEING WATCHED? By JANE MATTHEWS N 

That's the question tantalising scientists this 
week after an amateur photographer captured 
incredible shots of a dazzling UFO - boverin& 

over the city centre. 

a cloud - esce't tllen 
WUD't a cloud In tile sky." 

Added Gerry: "It wua't 
tbe shape olllll alrcnft, mel 
DO way wu It a weMber 
ballooD -It wu too low. 

.....; 
'M 

1--1 

~ 
1 1 A UFO on film, or just an 

Mystery 
• rings 

answer 
storm 

By DEBBIE 
RYAN 

TH E :\IYSTERY of the 
rin:::s which crop up in 
ftelds all over Britain
incl ud ing cornfields 
around Winchester
may have been solved. 

A recent report in the 
Observer satd that British 
T or nad o exp ert , Dr 
Terence Meaden, has dis
CO\'ered the circles are 
caused by stationary 
whirlwinds. 

Endless speculation sur
rounding these artificial 
looking ci rcles has varied 
from uFO's to hoaxes and 

even hoardes of r ampant 
hedgehogs and has hcul 
scientists baffled. 

Dr Meaden is convinc~ 
that the circles. usually 
found near h i lls , artl 
created when sudden 
gusts on just one side of 
the hill sink to the grountl 
and flatten crops In a 
spiraL 

But Mr Patrick Delgado.. 
of Arle Close, Alresfonl
who since 1981 has been 
investigating the appear
ance of rings at Cheesefoo\. 
Head- said Dr Meaden 
used to be in agreement 
with him in backing th& 
UFO theory. 

But he added: " We are 
so disgusted that he is • 
adamant that the rings are 
caused by whirlwinds that 
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For. 30 ltCOIICb tbe his-
toric Ylcko ftlm records a 
mystery object blazia& like 
a torch over tbe AS -
where lltwmed cameraman 
Gerry TwaJtes .,ned It 011 

Moaday aJabt. 
Tbouah Gerry's baads 

are llaaJdD& with exdtemeat 
aad dlabellef tbe alow, 
which be awean II proal 
we're DOt aloDe, acarcely 
waven. 

TbeD, at tbe ead ol the 
. reel, tbe dpr-sbaped Jiabt 

- to tilt lllabtly, before 
•aalabiDa u myJCaioully u 
It appeared. 

F..- hll home In Grat 
Holm, a adll abaky Gerry 

delcribed hll cto.e -
ter. 

He told tbe Cltiua: "It 
wu a sheer ftuke I had tbe 
Yldeo camera. I've aever 
uaed oae before, I'd ODiy 
borrowed It for a weddiq 
011 Saturday. 

"We were driviDa down 
tbe AS at Uttle Brkkhlll 
wbea we llrst saw lt. Thea 
_. tbe Bowl my wife Sue 
lpOUed It apia. It was like 

"By tbe time It SSopped It 
could ban beta live miles 
away but I'd aay It wu very 
larp, uytllblt up to a .U. ....... 

The space oddity -
wbidl II liD UDCaDII)' repeat 
of UFO alalltlaas near 
Bletdlley .... yar - WM 

111M ...... by ~·· 
alae-year-aid- Dally. 

He ncalled: "DIIaay wu 
rally abaldaa· He lulowa 
wbat be'a aeea aad be 
doean't teU Ua. I kDow 
wbat I've ~eea too. It'• 
IDc:redlble, I CM't believe 
lt." 

Wbea tbe Cltilea coo
laded UFO expert Anold 
West, who chain tbt Brit
Ish UFO Reteardl Auoda
tloa, he promised an 
immediate iDvadptloD. 

"We look for llD explaaa
tloD, but Ia about 11ft per 
ceat ol cases we caa't ftDd 
oae IUid then It's Joaed u 
aD ualdeatlfled flylaa 
object." 

But Gerry's film record 

aot a ac:eptlcaJ reaponse 
from tile Ministry of 
Defeace which was called In 
by IDtriped Mlltoa Keynes 
pollee. 

A spokesmaa com 
meated: "I've !teen ftylna 
Ol'lllllel- uatU they turned 
out to be balloons. It 
depeacb oo the time of day , 
the positloD ol tbe person, 
tbt weather. 

"We follow some of the 
reports up but we've never 
yet beea able to prove tbe 
ulsteace of little areen 
men." 

Unfortunate Film 
.~ I Occurrence? 
.....; 
~ 

t UFOs 
Ill 

~EXPOSED? 
SOMETHING strange 

~ happened to 1 2 photographs of 
til friends which People reader H. 
Z Blum snapped in October last 

year . 
When he collected the prints 

~ from the chemist, four shots of 
c: what could be UFOs were 
~ included in the batch. 
til " I've never seen a flying 

saucer in my life, so I'm 
~ disappointed that I can't 
~ remember how these were 
0 taken," Mr Blum writes. 
~ "The camera I used is a 

Chinon CE4 35mm SLR. Can 
you explain anything about it?' 
a UFO-Iike images have 
Inexplicably appeared in many 
home photographs. Often 
there 's a logical explanation . 
but sometimes strange forces 
are at work. Please send. me 
the negatives for digital 
analysis. 

PEOPLE, Sydney, H.S.W., Australia- Feb . 8, 1988 CR: R. Collyns 

we don't want anythins te 
do with him. 

"We rang Met 9, the 
Intelligence department of 
the Metereological omce. 
and they fell on the floor 
laughing at his theory." 

Mr Delgado wanta the 
rings takeR seriously 
" without any talk or 11$ 
green men." 

So far this year, 41 r1np 
have been recorded 
countrywide. 

STRUCK 
DUMB 

A YOUNG mother was so 
deeply distrubed by her 
encounter with a UFO that she 
refused , for years, to admit 
anything had happened. 

"Mum and I saw the thing 
when we were living in 
Tredegar, Wales," recalls 
PEOPLE reader Karen Gilbert 

of Nerang, Old. " It burst into 
our lives one humid summer's 
night when I was about 10. 

"We watched, quite amazed, 
as something huge, dome
shaped and silvery rose up 
from behind the terrace 
opposite . It spanned the width 
of five houses and was 
encircled with windows and red 
lights. 

" My mum grabbed me by the 
collar and practically dragged 
me home. She locked our door. 

too, and sent me straight to 
bed. The incident had 
extraordinary results . 

" My mother and that 
neighbour never spoke to each 
other from that day. And mum 
refused to answer any of my 
questions .. . 

"I've never worked out why 
my mum should have been so 
deeply frightened by memories 
of that weird craft. " 
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Sonar yet so far! 
Skipper on tenterhooks 
over a 'monster' echo 

By GORDON FYFE 

A PEN Indicates the echo reading picked up by 
the prawn t......, Sapphire on Loch Neu. Ia It 
or Ia It not evidence of the Loch Neu Monater? 
Wltneuea to the unusual aon11r reading were 
the Sapphire crew (left to right) Skipper John 
Galbraith, cook lan Mecaulay .nd engineer 

Duncan Dunlop. 

THE SKIPPER of a 
Campbeltown ftahlng 
boat was wondering 
yesterday 1f be bad 
landed his biggest 
catch yet - evidence 
of the Loch Ness 
Monster. 

Mr John Galbraith 
picked up an unusual 
reading on his echo 
sounder as he was 
steaming put Foyers 
Bay ln h1s 40ft. prawn 
trawler Sapphire on 
Wednesday evening. 

The object, reckoned 
to be between 90 and 
120ft.. long, appeared on 
the sonar device for two 
mlnutea and Mr Gal
braith was so excited by 
the reading that he froze 
It on the screen for 
analysts. 

Monster hunter Mr 
Adrian Shine vta1ted Mr 
Galbraith yesterday at 
the Mutrtown Locks, In
verness, to examine the 
evidence and he plans to 
carry out hla own sonar 
tests of the area. 

Mr Galbraith (36), !rom 
Carradale, was salllng to 
Inverness !rom Mallalg 
with engineer Mr Duncan 
Dunlop <42) and cook Mr 
Ian McAulay (26) when 
he picked up the reading. 

Before continuing to 

REPUBLI CAN EAGLE, Red Wi ng, MN - July 23, 1988 

P1ttenweem, Fife, be re
called: "I was alone ln the 
wheelhouse when I 
remembered that my 
five-year-old son, Robbie, 
had asked me to switch 
on the echo sounder just 
ln cue the Loch Ness 
Monster waa lurking 
deep ln the waters. 

"The monster was ln 
Robbie's mlnd because, 
only weeks earlier, we 
had called In at the 
Monster Centre at 
Drumnadrochlt. 

"The sounder had not 
been on long when I 
noticed what I thought 
was a large mass of ft.sh 
on the seabed at 115 
fathoms. 

"The unusual trace 
remained on the screen 
for two minutes and 
seemed to follow the boat 
as I travelled at seven 
knots. 

"It was a clear record
Ing and I froze It on the 
screen as I thought It 
might be a trace of the 
monster." 

Mr Shine, leader of the 
Loeb Ness and Morar 
Project, said the trace 
wa.s "a most Interesting 
one" and said he would 
1Je anxious to take a 
reading with a Simpson 
Echo at the same spot. 

Giant footprint 
signals a time 

to seek strength 
By Jim Anderson 
STAF ~ VJRI TER 

PRAIRIE ISLAND - 'J he 
discovery of what appears to be an 
18-inch long, human-like foot 
pnnt on Prairie Island Indian 
Reservation is more than a curiosi
ty or topic of conversation among 
the tight-knit community. 

To Indians living here who 
follow traditional beliefs , it is a 
signal to find renewed spiritual 
strength at a time of difficulty . 

Wayne Running Wolf was sit
ting in his living room on the 
reservation at about 9:30 p .m. 
Thursday when his dogs began 
barking fran tically . He said he 
noticed something out of the 
corner of his eye through a 
window as he got up to see what 
the commotion was about. 

" I saw a shadow or a shape , but 
I don't know exactly what I saw," 
Running Wolf said Friday. 

"Whether it was a shadow or a 
shape, I don ' t know," he added. 
"I'd be a liar if I claimed either 
one. I thought someone was 
messing with my car. " 

"Our dog in the house , he was 
barking at the· same time ," added 
Dwight Wells, a neighbor . 

Time of grief 
What Running Wolf did discov

er , and has no doubts about, were 
two huge footprints ~;rossing h it 
driveway and heading toward a 
nearby wooded area . One print 
became obscured in the soft sand, 
but the clearer one definitely 
appears human-like, with five 
distinct toes on the end. 

What outsiders might easily 
dismiss as a hoax is seen by several 
spiritual leaders here as a sign that 
Cee-ha-tonka, referred to simply 
as "the big man," has paid a call. 

"We have our old legends about 
'the big man ' " Running Wolf 

said . " If it exists , it exists . You 
accept it." Common misunder
standing of Indian culture and 
sense of spirituality may cause 
some to scoff, " but I know what 
I'm looking at," Running Wolf 
said , carefully covering the print 
under a wheelbarrow. 

" That big man , he's been 
around fo r centuries ," Wells 
added . Both men referred ques
tions about the meaning of the big 
man to tribal spiritual leaders . 

The big man appears "mostly 
near where there are Indian 
communities that are struggling or 
hav ing problems," said Amos 
Owen, spi ritual head of the com
munny. "That", a message for us. 
But the people arc <ifraid of it. " 

The Prairie Island community 
is in grief this week over the 
untimely, accidental death Thurs
day of 27-year-old Clayton Wells , 
Dwight 's brother . 

A sign is always left behind after 
the appearance : a footprint, a 
musky scent , a tuft of hair or 
broken tree limbs too big for a 
normal-sized human to smash, he 
said . 

Other appearances 
"In our way of beliefs, they 

make appearances at troubled 
times," said Ralph Gray Wolf, an 
Alaskan spiritual leader visiting 
Prairie Island . He helps those 
troubled communities "to get 
more in tune with M other Eantl'' 
and gain spiritual energy and 
inner strength . With the renewal 
comes the ability to face the 
difficulty . 

Before appearing, the big man 
sends "signs or messages that 
there is a need to change , a need to 
cleanse," Gray Wolf said . " Right 
afterward, is when he makes his 
appearances ." 

"The legend has a way of 
teaching you . It disciplines you in 
certain ways," said Ray Owen, 

Eight-year-old Erik Wells of Prairie Island points out the huge 
footprint left in the sandy driveway of Wayne Running Wolf. 
The print is a full 18 inches long and appears to have five 
toes. - staff photo by Jim Turvold 

Amos' son. " It 's to make you 
become more aware of other 
things. " 

The sign of the b~ f!la~ _ is 
~Py33dl6elf~ 
among the tribe, he said , adding 
he could sense that before this 
week. 

" I was up in Minneapolis, and I 
just had to get back down here ," 
he said . I fe lt that pressure , that 
tension. " 

The trio said the big man has 
appeared in many Indian com
munities: Standing Rock , N .D ., 
Pine Ridge , S. D ., even Prairie 
Island five years ago, to name a 
few . 

Spiritual guidance 
L egends of a " bigfoot" or 

"Sasquatch" among Indian tribes 
of • Pacific Northwest , along 
'Win! da(ms f1f ~il'IG) phct. 
and other purported evidence has 
been sensationalized in the same 
class as the Loch Ness Monster 
and UFOs. 

But for some Prairie Island 
residents, it is a time of looking 
quietly inward and seeking spir
.itual guidance. 

Scientists have tried' to debunk 
the evidence of the big man's 
existence, Gray Wolf pointed out , 
"but they've never been able to 
disprove it. " 

E Spotter's 
~ 

:Rank Helps 
~Lizard Man 
00 

~ By LYNN INGRAM 
,.....~ 

.. The latest sighting of Lee Coun-
1""1 ty, S.C.'s, famed Lizard Man has 
~ gotten. Sheriff Liston Truesdale's 
c;:~. attention. 
~ An Army colonel from Bishop-

ville saw the creature a week ago, 
u and Truesdale says he's inclined to 
z believe the man saw what he said 

he saw. 

~ .. If you can't put credibility in it 
~ with a status like that, I don't 
,..... know who you could believe, be
~ cause he (the colonel) was really 

..c:: trained to observe things," Trues
u dale said. 

~ The Lizard Man hit the nation
~ wide news in July when Chris 
~ Davis, 1 7, said a strange creature 
en chased him down a rural Lee 
~ County Road. 

But Truesdale said Friday thet 
the Lizard Man was first s1ghted 
eight or nine months earlier. 

Last fall , a construction worker, 
George Holloman, saw "a large 
object that at first he thought was a 
tree," Truesdale said. "Then he 
looked around and saw it mov
ing." 

.. We didn' t know it then. None 
of this came out until we had that 
automobile chewed up by an ani
mal," Truesdale said. 

Asked later about the sighting, 
Holloman described something 
''huge and black, and when a car 
passed and light reflected from its 
eyes, they looked sorta redd ish. 
Then he stated that it ran back 
into the swamp," Truesdale said. 

Truesdale won't release the 
name of the colonel who saw the 
Lizard Man last week. But if more 
reports come in, he said, " I don't 
see how we can help but release his 
name." 

Truesdale said the colonel was 
driving on McDuffy Road, about 
l 1h miles from Scape Ore Swamp, 
at 11:10 p.m. last Friday, when a 
creature ran across the road in 
front of him. 

The man said the creature was 
about eight feet tall and brown. 
Earlier reports had the Lizard Man 
about seven feet tall and green. 

''Its unusual height is what's 
getting the people's attention.·· 
Truesdale said. ''That and i ts 
speed. He said no human being 
can move that fast." 

Truesdale said the colonel was 
upset by the sighting: "He said he 
didn' t sleep no more that night." 

Worms' . 
eyev1ew 
of storm 
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PENSIONER Alice Dexter >< 
could hardly believe her 
eyes when she stepped into 
her garden after a hea\-y 
storm to discover it had 
been raining- worms. 

DoZt•ns of the tadpole-like 
creatures were wri~~ling 
in the rainwater barn•ls at 
h.-r home in Norton l,ees 
Lane, Sheffield , South 
\" orkshire. 

Mrs Dexter said yt>ster
day: '"They just dropped out 
of the sky in the rain. I 
have no idea where they 
came from, but they were 
still alive." 

A Meteorological Office 
sP.Okesman said: '"It is pos
s&ble that strong winds may 
have sucked them into the 
air and then dropped them 
in the rain. ·• 

Freak weather conditions 
have in the past been 
responsible for showers of 
frogs. 
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; Soviets 
~ search for 
00 

~ 

~legend 
r&. 

MOSCOW (AP) - Zoologists are 
co heading to Siberia to search for the 
~ abominable snowman, while re

f-< mains of a mammoth have been 
found elsewhere In the frozen ex

~ panse, news reports said Thursday. 
Ei5 The official news agency Tass 
~ said fishermen from the Siberian 
f-< city of Yakutsk discovered the fos-

silized mammoth in permafrost 
near the Khroma and Indiglrka riv
ers. Scientists said the skeleton was 
well preserved because it had been 
frozen in the ground for at least 
15,000 years in northwestern Sibe
ria. 

The remains soon will be taken 
to Yakutsk, where they will be as
sembled, Tass said. 

The newspaper Socialist Indus
try reported that 12 scientists, 
sportsmen and enthusiasts planned 
to search in the Tyumen region of 
western Siberia for the abominable 
snowman. 

Chessie sightings 
good news, says 
Loch Ness sleuth ~ 

!-'• 
n 
:::r 

By WUford Kale 
Tlmei-DIIpatcll 1tate 1tatl 

WILLIAMSBURG - Sightings of 
a mysterious creature affectionate
ly called Chessie in the waters of the 
Chesapeake Bay enhance the possi
bility that a Loch Ness monster ex
ists, says a Scotsman with a deep 
t~~terest in the matter. 
· "I find it encouraging that things 

are seen elsewhere," explained 
Adrian Shine of Drumnadrochit, 
which is on the shore of Loch Ness in 
northern Scotland. "It doesn't mean, 
of course, that the same thing is 
being seen." 

He noted that in addition to Ches
sie, there have been sightings of a 
creature in Lake Champlain in New 
York known as Champ and another 
monster in a lake in British Co
lumbia. 

El 
"This creature is thought to be g 

more serpentine, even though it un- f' 
dulates up and down, rather than 
side to side Uke a snake. Whereas, ;= 
many of the popular conceptions of 1 
the Loch Ness monster are now no ::C 
longer serpentine, but are in terms ~ 
of the plesiosaurus, a Jurassic rep- '< 
tile with a long neck and flippers," ~ 
he said. .. 

Shine has spent the last 10 years -
heading various expeditions to find ~ 
the elusive monster and recently oo 
became a full-time consultant at the 
Loch Ness Center, the exhibition 
center related to the loch and the 
monster and a major tourist attrac
tion in the Scottish Highlands. 

His search for sea monsters, he 
acknowledged, began not at Loeb 
Ness but at Loch Morar on Scot
land's west coast. There have been 
reports of a monster there for years 
but without the fanfare and publici
ty of Nessie. 

The expedition will follow the 
same route that a Leningrad explor
er used several years ago. The ex
plorer, Vladimir Pushkaryov, 
disappeared In the region while in
terviewing residents who tell leg
ends about the mysterious creature 
they call Kompolen, the newspaper 
said. 

Staff photo by Alexa Welch 

MONSTER HUNTER - Adrian Shine of Scotland has led several 
expeditions to find the elusive Loch Ness Monster.. 

Chessie, reported to have been 
seen during the past decade and de
scribed by witnesses as up to 20 feet 
long, diJfers in appearance from ac
counts of those who claimed to have 
seen the Loch Ness monster. 

In Williamsburg on Friday to par
ticipate in festivities for the lOth 

00 

A group of tourists also disap
peared in the area, and the expedi
tion will look for them as well as 
the abominable snowman, the news
paper reported. It did not say when 
the expedition would begin. 

The hairy behemoth said to 
roam the snowy expanses of Siberia 
and other areas is a favorite legend 
among superstitious Soviets. Tass 
reported in January that the Soviet 
Culture Ministry had set up a Soci
ety of Cryptozoologists to search for 
the snowman. 

In March, a newspaper said a 
Mongolian adventurer claimed to 
have made plaster molds of an 
abominable snowman's footprints 
and photographed the creature sit
ting on a rock. The sighting was al
leged to have occurred in the Altai 
Mountain range of extreme western 
Mongolia, just south of Siberia. 

Wild111an' s Hair 
Passes the Test 

l.:nited Pres.~ Jnlernalional 

~ Beijing swinging arm~. A number ha,·e 
e:laimed they heard the ··wild
man·· emit a laug h that sounded 
almost human. 

Scientists say an analysis 
M .. of hair reportedly be longing 

to China's version of the 
00 abominable snowman has 
~ proYed the existence of the 
1 lege ndary "wildman" who 
< roams southwestern fore<;ts, 
U a news re::wrt said yes terday. 

8 .. The distribution of trace el-

·a ~~;e~~n~n r~~~ ~~~~~~ ~~i~!/~ 
~ man. black hears. orangutans 

~ ~~! ~~~~:~~~~~;~;::~a1~~i's 
co 

en .. This objecti,·ely proves the 
ex:stence of the wildman. a rare 

e3 and advanced primate that is 
u similar to man ,'' it said. 
~ z 
i = u 

A team of 100 Chinese re
searcher-; headed for the moun
tain forests of central Hubei 
Pro,·ince in June in an attempt 
to solve the 3.000-year-old mys
tery of the half-man, half-ape 
whom numerous peasants in the 
area claim to have seen. 

Peasant witnesses speak of a 
man-beast at least seven feet tall 
with reddish hair and long, 

:\icknamed .. Fei Fei·· by Chi· 
nese scientists. the creature ha.; 
gi,·en rise to a lore similar to that 
su rrounding North America's 
bigfoot and the legendary abomi
nable snow·man of the Himala
yas. 

. -\tomic and chemical anal\·. 
ses shO\\ed the levels of calcium. 
iron and copper to be higher iil 
the hair of the "wildman" com
pared with amoun ts in the ha. ir 
of nine other mammals, includ
ing man. black bears. golden 
monkeys and orangutans . there
port said. 

The tt:sts were couducted h·, 
the animal biology department 
at Shanghai's Huadong :-.lormal 
Cniversity and at the Sham;hai 
branch of the Chinese Academv 
of Scien('e. Thev were done un
der the supervision of Liu :\lin· 
zhuang. a biology professcr at 
the university and head of the 
China Wildman Research Cen· 
ter, which was set up in the early 
1980s . 

anniversary of the Loch Ness Monster, a roller coaster at 
Busch Gardens. Shine explained that although he has not 
9een · .Nessie, his quest is undaunted. 

And Shine believes question about the creature may 
still be resolved. 

"I think it will take us a while yet," he said, "and the 
explantation may be due to a number of widely different 
factors." 

Does he worry that he may puncture the belief that the 
monster exists? 

"I don't think you can puncture myths with science. I'm 
sure that conception of the Loch Ness monster will sur
vive anything that I do or say." 

Because of the popularity of the Loch Ness monster, 
Chessie and the other creatures reportedly sighted, Shine 
is confident that "people do want to have something from 
the primeval." 

"Unless there are people like me trying to find an 
answer and that mystery is resisting us and we are failing, 
it wouldn't be a mystery. It would all fade away." 

Last year, Shine conducted Operation Deep Scan, a 
sonar curtain sweep of Loch Ness, using 20 vessels 
equipped with fish-finding echo sounders. 

"We pulled that line of vessels up and down Loch Ness 
twice, looking for sonar contacts deep in the water col
umn," he explained. 

"We did get a series of three echoes on the first day, 
echoes that we were unable to follow up with our ... 
flotilla with more sophisticated equipmenl They were 
unable to find them later." 

One of the chief concerns on the expedition was that 
some of the sonar targets in the loch would be such items 
as old fishing gear "or maybe Loch Ness monster bunters 
equipment from earlier eras. Because we were able to 
follow up these targets immediately, we were able to 
dismiss the possibility of fixed things because they were 
not there on the follow-up." 

Shine said no contacts were found on the second day. 
"That doesn't mean, of course, that we comprehensively 
covered the water column, no way," he added. The con
tacts the first day, however, were "quite encouraging." 

Is there really a monster in Loch Ness? 
"What is the monster? Rhetorically, I could say, I 

suppose the Loeb Ness monster for the public is a blend of 
two images: There is the serpentine image - the classic 
sea serpent with a multihumped body - or the plesio
saurus, the Jurassic reptile. 

"I must confess that in the '80s we don't subscribe to 
that [image] . ... We no longer sit by the banks of Loch 
Ness with large cameras waiting for the answer to come 
out and shout at us. We no longer mount underwater 
cameras in long vigils," Shine said. 

"We're listening for whispers now from things like 
temperature." 

Shine said cold water tends to rule out the plesiosaurus 
type of reptiles and mammals are expected to surface 
more often to breathe and draw attention to themselves. 
Amphibians, be added, tend to come from the land rather 
than the sea. 

So the only possibility left, he said, is that Nessie is some 
kind of giant fish, "whether you like it or not." 

"Fish have no trouble breathing without being seen, no 
trouble with the water temperature, no trouble with 
reproduction, no trouble with anything at all," he said, 
noting that fish can certainly be· u big as the 15-foot 
length of the known Neuie observations. 

He added, however, that not all witness reports describe 
a monster that resembles a &lb. 

"But, if you look back to tbe original local tradition, it 
was really referring to larJe eels in the loch. We mustn't 
ever forget that. The eel is a ratber ID&kelike sort of a. fish. 
I find [the eel] a more plausible explanation than certainly 
any of the other candidates." 

Shine also added the sturgeon to the liJt. The upturned 
beak of a sturgeon may be miataten for a 10111 Deck of 
some of the sightings. "I don't want to draw too much into 
this, but It is possible," be said. 

With the sigbtings of Chessie, Champ and Nessie, Shine 
is more confortable with sea serpent-monster phenom
enon. 

"Were Loeb Ness to be an entirely unique phenomenon, 
I don't think I'd be interested," be explained. "It's the very 
fact that there are a few other places, particularly in the 
Northern Hemisphere with the same sort of latitudes, 
where we do have these reports that makes it more 
plausible." 

But as for Cbessie, is it real? 
The Chesapeake Bay "and the sea [are] very big and 

there is no way I would dismiss anything," Shine said. 

BIGFOOT update: ~ 
Since The Echo "broke" the ~ 

Biafoot story in our May 26 edition, 
folk. have been peetering ua to 
write more about il Some say C: 
they'd rather read about BiRfoot ~ 
than the 4gonier Valley SChool ::~ 
Board, or tlie "Cword" for that ~· 
matter, but I know they're just 11 
pu~gmyleg. .. 

Bigfoot ia still in the mythology "C 
department; the school board givee > 
us real drama and hard taxee. 1 

But Bigfoot may be alive and well c.; 
and roaming Chestnut Ridr. Stan r:: 
Gordon of the Pennsylvanta AIM» -<"' 
ciation for the Study of the Unex
plained, based in Greensburg. tells w 
me there have been several other .. 
reported sighting& of Biafoot since 
Ligonier's Samuel J. Sheny Sr. ~ 
revealed hie encounter with one the oo 
night of May 17 at Sleepy Hollow. 
Sherry's report was unusual in that C"l 
it came in the fonn of a letter to ~ 
The Echo. Moet people reporting 
Bigfoot sightinP. prefer to remain :'l 
anonymous, 88ld Gordon. 

One of the moat recent sightinga ~ 
occurred June 29 on the Derry aide 2. 
of Chestnut Rid2e in broad day- o 
light, Gordon related. A woman ::~ 

1
was awakened by the barking of 
her dogs and looked out to eee a 
Bigfoot-like creature about 100 feet 
away, moving toward her honea. 
The horses were eo spooked they 
were climbing all over each other 
trying to get through the bam door. 
The creature was described as 7-8 
foot tall with broad shoulden, no 
diacemable neck or waist, and 
matted, grayish brown hair on its 
body . 

''l'he moet intere.ting thing is 
that we thought we had our first 
pictures," said Gordon. The woman 
snappea three photoahbut unfortu
nately the film eome ow jammed 
in the camera, creating a bunch of 
double ex~J<>~~ureB and ruined film 
- and no Bigfoot. 

Gordon's team was able to take 
a cast of a 16-inch footprint left at 
another site on June 28, and he'e 
received a number of eeoond-hand 
reports on the PASU hotline, 838-
7768. 

Bllf'oot followen will want 
to watch WJAC-TV'• "Evenm. 
Ma1azlne" next Wedne.day, 
July 20, at 7 p.m., when Jim 18 
Dever will lfve an update on 
the al1htin1•• lncludlDf an 
interview with Mr. Sherry aDd 
four other wltn ...... 
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J. ANI'ONIO HUNEEUS I SCIENCE FRONTIERS 

The Baghdad Battery: Did Ancient Parthians Discover and Use Electricity? 
Every history of science textbook tells us that the first 
electric battery was invented in Italy by Alessandro 
Volta in 1800. Napoleon was so impressed with Volta's 
demonstration that he made him a count and senator of 
the Kingdom of Lombardy. Yet the real history of the 
dry cell battery seems to be much older, actually some 
2,000 years earlier. Its discovery even has the flavor of 
a strange artifact unearthed by Indiana Jones back in the 
days when archeology was more adventure than 
academic profession. 

The year is 1936 and the Iraq State Railways 
Department was doing work in Kajut Rabua, a farming 
village southeas t of Baghdad. The area had been 
occupied by the Parthians, a late Near Eastern 
civilization which had lived there between 248 BC and 
AD 226. 

A number of excavated objects were sent for 
classification and analysis to the laboratory of the Iraq 
Museum in Baghdad, then under the direction of Dr. 
Wilhelm Konig, a German archeologist and engineer. 
There was one item in particular which draw Konig's 
attention. "A vase-like vessel of light yellow clay, whose 
neck had been removed," he wrote, "contained a copper 
cylinder which was held firmly by asphalt." The vase 
was only six inches high, and inside the sheet-copper 
cylindrical tube there was "a completely oxidized iron 
rod." Similar pieces, designated by the amorphous term 
"religious or cult objects," existed in the Baghdad and 
Berlin museums. Konig was determined to solve the 
riddle of what they were. 

"The question as to what this might be, received the 
most surprising answer," he wrote in his book 9 jahre 
Jrak published in Vienna in 1940. "After all the parts had 
been brought together and then examined in their 
separate parts, it became evident that it could only have 
been an electrical element. It was only necessary to add 
an acid or an alkaline liquid to complete the element." 

Konig thus postulated that the ancient Parthians had 
discovered the electrical battery some 2,000 years before 
Volta . 

The hypothesis was soon tested and worked. Willy 
Ley, a noted German rocket pioneer who emigrated to 
the U.S. in the 30s and became a prominent science 
writer, noticed Dr. Konig's discovery. He persuaded the 
General Electric Laboratory in Pittsfield, Mass., to 

construct a replica of the Baghdad battery to see if it 
would work. 

The battery was filled with copper sulphate instead of 
the electrolyte, which was unknown, and it worked. 
More tests were conducted in 1960 by John B. 
Pierczynski of the University of North Carolina. 

As reported in Ronald Story's The Space-Gods 
Reveakd, a book which debunks the "ancient astronauts 
theory" of Erich von Daniken, "using an electrolyte of 5 
percent vinegar solution, one-half volt of electricity was 
obtained from the cell, which lasted 18 days. The most 
likely purpose for such a battery would be a primitive 
electroplating process; one-half volt would be a sufficent 
electrical potential to electroplate silver onto copper." 
Story failed to see how this ingenious system could have 
anything to do with "an advanced alien technology." 

So far the most complete research on the subject has 
been conducted by another German archeologist, Dr. 
Arne Eggebrecht, an Egyptologist with the Roemer und 
Pelizaeus Museum in Hildesheim, West Germany. He 
first saw the ancient battery when several treasures from 
Iraq were exhibited in the museum where he works in 
1976. Since then, he recruited a battery specialist, an 
electrochemist, a goldsmith, and a galvanizer, to test not 
only how the battery worked but how and for what 
reason it was used. 

"If you take all these things together, they can only 
mean an electrical cell or battery to a scientist," 
remarked Dr. Eggebrecht. 

Dr. Eggebrecht's team made an exact replica of the 
original pieces, using freshly pressed grape juice to 
provide the alkaline liquid. As described in Arthur C. 
Clarke's Mysterious World, "as soon as the liquid is 
poured into the copper cylinder, a volt-metre connected 
to the battery registers half a volt of electricity." Having 
produced this effect several times, Dr. Eggebrecht then 
moved into the second phase of his experiment: to use 
it to gild a small s tatue, as he believed was the case. 

The German scientist used as a model a small statue 
of the Egyptian god Osiris, "made of solid silver topped 
with a layer of gold which he believes is far too thin and 
smooth to have been applied by the crude techniques of 
beating or gluing," explains Arthur C. Clarke's book. "By 
immersing a silver sta tuette in a gold-cyanide solution, 
and running an electric current through it from the 

Baghdad Battery," continues the book, "he was able to 
produce a finely gilded object in little more than a couple 
of hours." The process was repeated several times with 
similar success. 

Furthermore, Dr. Eggebrecht believes that many 
ancient objects displayed in the museums of the world 
as being made of gold are actually made of silw~r wrth 
a thin veneer of gold like the electroplating of his Ositis 
statue in Hildesheim. Frank j. Biondi, an electrical 
engineer who worked at Bell Labs and is now president 
of Bond Engineering, thinks Eggebrecht's hypothnis is 
credible. 

Dr. Biondi was quoted in OMN! magazine u sbtin8 
that, "a half-volt to two volts of electricity is signifKant. 
The most frequently used battery in the modem world 
the lead-acid battery, produces only two volt~ per relt . 
The proposal that a series of such cells were used to 
provide DC voltage and currents to electroptat.e. gold. is 
quite within the bounds of feasibility ." 

The Baghdad Battery may not be pmnfit\aloor warid 
was visited by extraterrestrial astronauts in the past, as 
was speculated by von Daniken, yet there can be litffe 
doubt that the artifact was indeed used to produce 
electricity. This ancient device from Mesopotamia was 
even discussed at an international scientific forum on 
Electrochemistry in Research and Development, held at 
the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris in 1984. 

Dr. A Despic of the Faculty of Technologica l 
Metallurgy at the University of Belgrade in Yugusla\' ia. 
mentioned the pre-Volta, Mesopotamian battery . 
together with such futuristic advances in electrochemis 
try as electrophoretic deposition, electrochemical 
machining, and a "saline-electrolyte aluminum-air bat 
tery," as reported in a 1984 UNESCO Feature entitled 
"Electrochemistry from Ancient Mesopotamia to Trt'a t 
ing Brain Diseases." 

As for the Baghdad Battery, Dr. Despic sta ted that 
"its likely use was that of a mysterious driving power 
source for the process of plating metal objects with gold 
or silver." 

f. Antonio Huneeus is a f reelance science writer u·ho has 
wn·tten f requently for publications in North and South 
Amen·ca. 
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New Data Backs 'Snowball from Space' Theory on Origin of Earth's Water 
BALTIMORE 

A controversial theory that all of the Earth's oceans were 
filled with water from blackened snowballs that fall by 
the millions from space is gaining support from once
skeptical scientists. 

Two studies ~ this week at the American 
Geophysical Union meeting, along with studies in 
Europe and Canada, support the theory first proposed 
two years ago by University of Iowa physicist Louis A. 
Frank. 

"No one has yet found data to show the comets don't 
exist," said Frank on Tuesday at the AGU meeting. But 
he admitted, "My life would certainly have been eassier" 
if his snowballs-from-space concept had never been 
published. 

Frank based his theory on data gathered from 1981 to 
1986 by the Dynamics Explorer I satellite. In utraviolet 
images taken to study air glow around the Earth, Frank 
found unexplained holes punched through the atmos· 
phere. . 

After analyzing and discarding dozens of expla
nations, Frank concluded that the holes could only be 
made by space snowballs - 100-ton comets of ice coated 
with black hydrocarbons - that are falling on the Earth 
at the rate of 10 million a year. 

The ice balls, aa:ording to the theory, would come 
apart as they nmred the Earth and would then flash to 
vapor in the atmosphere. Eventually, the vapor would 
fall as rain and join the Earth's water cycle. 

Frank calculated that the snowballs, measuring about 
00 feet across each, would contribute the equivalent of 
one inch of water all over the Earth's surface every 
lO,<XX> years. If this has been under way for the entire 
4.5 billion years since the Earth's formation, the process 
would provide enough water for all of the oceans and the 
polar ice packs. 

And if the snowball comets continue for billions of 
more years, as Frank believes, it could make major 
changes to the Earth's climate. 

"I sat for a year or two trying to decide if I really 
wanted to go through the pain of publishing this. I knew 
what would happen," said Frank. "But I just want to 
know the answer." 

Initially, most scientists dismissed the theory and 
refused to investigate it Many met the idea with ridicule 
and Frank said he fmred for his career. But some took 
it seriously enough to test the theory with experiments. 

AP 
'DIRTY SNOWBALLS', which is what sam lists say comets 
basicQ/Jy are, may bt a key facttw in the /omtlltion of the earth's 
water, accordi"'f to a controvenial new theory. Plclllred is comet 
Bradfield photographed Oct. 23, 1987 near Linville, N.C. 

Clayne Yeates, a physicist at the jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in California, said Tuesday he at first was 
very skeptical. 

"I thought it couldn't be true because we could see 
these objects all over the sky, even with binoculars," he 
said Tuesday. 

But Yeates said he soon realized that the snowballs 
would be moving at about 22,(XX) miles an hour and 
would break up about 1,000 miles above the Earth. "It 
was not as trivial as I first thought," he said. 

Yeates said he used a powerful space search telescope 
at the Kitt Peak Observatory in Arizona to scan the 
heavens foc the snowballs. He developed a technique 
that swung the telescope, like a shotgun at a _skeet shoot, 

and did, in fact, captw'e photo views of the speeding 
comets approaching Earth. 

"It was remarkable. The results agreed exactly with 
the predictions," Said Yeates. "fm left with no other 
explanation except that there is a class of objects as 
proposed by Frank." 

Thomas Donahue, a space physicist at the University 
of Michigan, thought that Frank's theory could be 
disproven by measuring the level of hydrogen atoms, 
which would be released by the water vapor, in the 
space about the Earth. ' 

He studied ultraviolet data collected by the Voyager 2 
spaa!Cnlft, expecting to find that the hydrogen atoms 
would be at a low level. Instead, the data showed that 
the hydrogen was much denser than expected, enough to 
support Frank's theory. 

A group of Canadian scientists studying data from a 
camera carried aboard a spacecraft called Viking 
(pronounced "Vicking'') discovered that it, too, detected 
the "atmospheric holes" that Frank found in the 
Explorer satellite data 

The Canadians invited Frank to look at their photos 
and the Iowa scientist said, "I found one of the holes in 
just three minutes." 

Other studies also are lending support to the theory. 
These include: 

e A Penn State University study has used micro
wave detectors to confinn the presence of water volwnes 
at high altitudes. Similar data was reported by West 
German scientists using rockets to study the atmosphere 
60 to ~ miles above the Earth. 

e A study of one of history'$ most famous space 
snowballs, Halley's Comet, has shown that the 
deuterium-to-hydrogen ratio in the comet is the same as 
in the oceans of Earth, indicating that comets could have 
contributed this ratio to the planet 

Frank said many scientists shy away from his theory 
because they are more accustomed to studying things 
that are distant in time or space. 

"This removes the notion that the Earth is remote 
from the rest of the solar system," he said "This is 
happening right now - today - to our planet" 

"' had someone ask if I knew it was 10,<XX> to on~ 
against me," said Frank. "I didn't know the odds were 
that good. But everyone who has looked now has found 
evidence to support it" 

Pal Recer is a scintce writer for Assodtlted Press. 
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Sherry Points To Spot Where Creature Seen 

Rated Top Case 

Valley Man Says 
He Saw Bigfoot 

By KIM OPATKA and was able to observe it closley. 
Bulletin Staff Writer 'Ale light apparently bothered the 

Investigators from a local group creature, and after a time, it sud
wbich studies such phenomena are clenly, quickly approached him, 
~that 1h~ reported ¥ay _1'1 "bounding" somewhat like a 
stghting of a Bigfoot by a Ligonier kangaroo. ~ 
Township man is one af the best Sherry, who is an experienced 
documented cases ever. outdoors man, said he turned his 

Samuel G. Sherry Sr., Ligonier back to get into his car when tha· 
RD 1, not only claims to have seen animal brushed against him, 
the elusive creature along the touching his elbow, then placed a 
Loyalhanna Creek between hand on his shoulder and one on his 
Kingston and Longbridge, Unity back. 
Township, but also reported that it He said it could have easily done 
touched him. something to him if it had wanted 

What is unusual about this to but as he didn't provoke it other 
sighting, acco~ding to ~~n Gordon ~n by shining the light, didn't feel 
o(Pennsylvarua Assoc1ahon for the he was in any danger. 
Study of the Unexplained <PASU), "I never believed in anything 
~the leng~ of Sherry's o~serva· like this," he added, noting that he 
tion, an estimated 12 to 16 mmtues, still is amazed by the encounter. 
and the detail he provided. In addition to Sherry's en· 

A PASU artist is currently work· counter, Gordon notes that two 
ing on a composite sketch of the other sightings have been reported 
ereature, based on Sherry's in the area in recent months. 
recollection of the incident. The first occurred the week of 

Gordon has dubbed this par- February 14 on the Ligonier side of 
titular creature "Old Hairy," the Chestnut Ridge, in daylight in a 
because of certain characteristics, wooded area, when a tall human
k:luding a lot of wrinkled skin, and like creature with dark brown hair 
several other traits which made it was seen. Gordon reported that it 
appear older. was about seven feet tall, accor-

Sherry's ~escription scales down ding to the observer, and smelled 
reported. siZe of the creature, to like a wet dog. 
around SLX and a half feet and no Then at 12:45 a.m. March 19 in 
more than !00 pounds. Derry Township at the base of the 

The incident occured arou~d ridge, a man driving his car along 
n:30 p.m. when Sherry, an av1d a back road allegedly saw a deer 
fisherman, planned on a night of run out in front of his vehicle, 
l,ntern fishing along the followed by a large, hairy, man
Loyalhanna. like creature which appeared to be 

As he got out of his car, he re- chasing it. 
counted, he sensed the presence of Reports of those two sightings 
smnething or someone other than are being kept confidential, as is 
bimself immediately. PASU's custom, Gordon notes. He 

"It was real dark and quite," said because of the unusual cir· 
!~terry said, with "Not even a drop cumstances of Sherry's sighting 
of water" making a sound. As he and his willingness to discuss the 
was getting his fishing lantern out encounter, details were presented 
of the trunk, he sensed that to the media. 
something was watching him, turn- Gordon said he would provide 
ed and shone his three-cell The Bulletin with drawing of "Old 
spotlight into an open area where Hairy" when it is completed. 
be viewed the creatrue. Persons who have sighted the 

He estimated it was about 25 feet creature are urged to contact 
away and it moved closer. It was PASU at 6 Oakhill Ave., 
making a wheezing noise as if it Greensburg, or call838-7768 at any 
bad trouble breathing, Sherry time. PASU is a volunteer 
recalled, and smelled "musty," statewide scientific research group 
-.itb breath like "6poiled seafood!' which investigates incidents such 

Sherry said he was not alrald, as UFO and Bigfoot sightings. 
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Area man recalls encounter 
with infamous Bigfoot monster 

By JOE JONES 
Daily Record Stan Writer 
Bigfoot, Yeti, abominable 

snowtnan. Bif Muddy Moastcr, 
the miuina link. 

Whatever the name. wherever 
the siJbtial, the description is 
bas!call y the same -large, hairy. 
upnght-walking aeatures that. 
continue to mystify and terrify., 

While persons who swear they 
have seen the elusive beasts are 
sometimes brushed aside as kooks 
~ overimbibers of distilled spir
Its, most are dead-SW"e of what 
they saw. 

Darwin Hart. 50, Route 1, 
Claremont, recalls his experience 
as vividly as the ni&ht it bappeoed 
- about 35 years ago - near 
Lawrenceville. 

'There were five of us. two 
girls and three boys. going swim
ming in the gra\'el pits north of 
LawrenceviUe," Hart said from 
his residence in rural Richland 
County. 

"We were in a 1952 Ford and 
were dri9ing along a gtavel ro.r 
that led to the pita when this .•. 
thing ..• crossed the road in front 
of the car. We stopped. it stopped 
in front of our car's headlights, 
and just stared. 

"It made no sound and I don't 
remember any particular odor. 
The thing was about seven- or 
seven-and-a-half-feet tall and 
thin. not wide like a gorilla. and 
covered with brownish-gray hair. 
Its face was completely hair
covered and the head was pointed. 
What I remember most was the 
length of its anns. They were very 
long and hung below the knee." 

Hart, who was about 15 at the 
time of the sighting. said the five 
went on to the pits and went swim
ming, but it was nearly 20 minutes 
before anyone brought up what 
they had seen. 

"Someone, probably me, the 
'mouth of the group,' asked 'Did 
you see what I saw?,"' Hart said. 
"Everyone answered that they 
had. We weren'treally scared, but 
it was like we were all mesmer· 
ized and not quite sure of what had 
happened." 

Bigfoot: Myth or monster? 
After telling the story to his 

parents, Hart said many of his 
friends a1 school laughed off the 
sighting as a tall tale and he 
decided to keep the story quiet. 

It was only after reading of 
recent sightings of the so-called 
Big Muddy Monster near Mur· 
physboro that he consented to 
retell his story. 

"I'm not crazy and I would 
stand on a stack of Bibles and 
swear to what I saw," he added. 
"Others in the group could corro· 
borate the story. I haven't men
tioned their names, only because I 
haven't had contact with them for 
some time. Two live in Oklahoma 
and I'm not sure where two are 

now. But we all saw the same 
thing, whatever it was ." 

Hart said the creature was no 
more than 20-30-feet from the 
vehicle and in plain view of the car 
lights. 

"It crashed off into the woods 
and we went on and swam. That 
was a long time ago, but with all 
the sightings around, it makes you 
wonder if they live in pairs and if 
some offspring are still around . 
And it brings to mind that they 
must eat to survive. Are they veg
etarians or meat-eaters?" 

And do they still frequent the 
local gravel pits on nocturnal 
visits? 
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THIS IS NOT A LOCH NESS expedition 
10uvernr-1t's a copy of a Lowrance fish· 
finder sonar readout taken In August. It 
wound up in the hands of Jerry Kurzenbaum, 
who says the owner Is a Mlsaoula man with a 
summer home on Rocky Point Road. The 
man wu fishing off Melita Island and turned 

. I 

- ,- -.. ·.-...,.,..._ .. _ ~ ....... 

up this unusual Image. The length of the eel· 
shaped whatchamacallit Is i!stlmated at 14ft., 
enough to cause state fish and game officials 

20 to wonder just what It was. The rest of us, of 
course, have known all along there was 
something special In the lake. 


