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OBITUARIES 

UFO Investigator, Author 
Donald E. l{eyhoe, 91, Dies 

Donald Edward Keyhoe, 91, a 
retired Marine Corps major and a 
former director of the National In
vestigations Committee on Aerial 
Phenomena, died of pneumonia and 
cardiac arrest Nov. 29 at the Life 
Care Center in New Market, Va. 

Mr. Keyhoe, who moved from 
Alexandria to Luray, Va., in 1969, 
wrote two books about unidentified 
flying objects. "Flying Saucers Are 
Real" was published in 1950 and 
"Flying Saucers from Outer Space" 
was published in 1953. 

As director of the committee, on 
which he worked from 1956 to 
1969, he spent much of his time 
attempting to persuade the Air 
Force to investigate UFO sightings. 

"We want the Air Force merely 
to end its secrecy on sightings and 
stop ridiculing competent wit· 
nesses," Mr. Key hoe said in a 1966 
article in The Washington Post. He 
said that his goal was to get the Air 
Force to c;upport the committee's 
contentions that UFOs exist. 

Mr. Keyhoe's organization went 
bankrupt and he retired in 1969, 
the same year the Air Force aban
doned UFO research. 

Mr. Keyhoe, a native of Ot
tumwa, Iowa, graduated from the 
U.S. Naval Academy in 1919. He 
served in the Marine Corps for five 
years and attained the rank of major 
before retiring in 1923 as a result 
of a plane crash injury. 

During the 1920s, he was an ed
itor with the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey and an information officer 
with the Civil Aeronautics Branch 
of the Commerce Department. 

Mr. Keyhoe was an aide to 
Charles A. Lindbergh in 1927 when 
Lindbergh made the first solo, non
stop flight from New York to Paris. 

During the 1930s and Ute 1940s, 
Mr. Keyhoe was a free-lance writer 
whose work appeared in such pub
lications as The Nation, The Sat
urday Evening Post and Reader's 
Digest. 

Survivors include his wife, the 
former Helen Gardner of Luray; 
twin daughters, Katherine and Car
oline Keyhoe, both of Hyattsville; a 
son, joseph Keyhoe of Bethesda, 
and a sister, Katherine Keyhoe of 
Asheville, N.C. 
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New UFO Photos 
Received at 
Sentinel 

Another a nonyrn ous pho to 
grapher dropped photos 1n the 
Sent~r1el ' s n1ght depos1t th1s week 
with a letter signed ··A Bel1ever ... 

As has become our practice. we 
w1ll send the photos to MUFON for 
exam1nat1on . 

The letter IS reprinted below 1n 

its entirety: 
Dear Sentinel , 
Please f1nd enclosed the four pho
tos that I took of an object wh1ch I 
observed on the evening of 
10/ 12/ 88 at about 6 p.m . near 
Soundside Dnve . The object 
moved from west to east, repeat 
edly retracing 1ts path w1th a slow 
bobbing mot1on. It then rema1ned 
mot1onless for about thlfty 
seconds before movmg off to the 
east at a very h1gh rate of speed. 
The object made no noise and 
moved like no other aircraft I've 
ever seen I wouldn 't have believed 
it if I hadn't seen 1t with my own 
eyes. Sorry but because of my posi
tion, I must remain anonymous. 

"A Believer" 
The Sentinel h as also received . 

this week, a report of a sight1ng 
Sunday afternoon from the 1-10 
Bridge over the Bay. 

We will print the results of inves
tigations of these sightings as they 
become available. 

UFO attracts local viewers 
An unidentified flying object, similar 

-to one sighted near the mountains 
5outheast of Brigham City in July, was 
reported to Brigham City police at 2:45 
a.m. Friday. 

Several members of the Brigham 
City Community hospital staff stood by 
the emergency room and watched the 
lights, reported Police Officer Jeff 
Johnson, as it seemed to hover over the 
mountains south of Box Elder canyon. 

The UFO was reported to be a 
geo-synchronous satellite which is seen 

most nights in the same position 
southeast of the city, but which appears 
brighter some nights when the angle 
with tl;e sun reaches certain parl-; 
which show red, white and blue 
markings appearing to glow. 

EXPRESS, Vernal, UT 

Nov. 2, 1988 

U.F.O. NEWSCLIPPING SERVICE 
ROUTE 1- BOX 220 

PLUMERVILLE, ARKANSAS 72127 U.S. A. 

CO-EDITORS· LUCIUS FARISH 
. ROD B. DYKE 

DECEMBER 1988 NUMBER 233 

~Belleville braces for return 
~ of UFO believers Oct. 29 
<.J 
u 
0 By BILL MERRICK 

Special to The Upltm Times 

5i BELLEVILLE - When Belleville police 
.. officer Glen Kazmar looked out of his squad 

c:: car window on a frigid night nearly two 
~ years ago, he had no idea that his life was 
~ soon to become a circus. 
~ His home was barraged with phon:e calls 

and he endured many snide remarks from 
en those who doubted his story - not exactly an 
f;3 easy thing for a law officer, whose credibil
~ ity is supposed to be above question. 
E-< Kazmar says he saw a "clump of bright g lights" hovering over Belleville, Jan. 15, 1987. 
... He never guessed that his observation would 
~ thrust him into the media spotlight and put 
< Belleville on the map as the UFO capital of 
u the United States- something it'll celebrate 

later this month, on the weekend before Hal
loween. 

Though other sightings were reported in 
the area, Kazmar feels he received the brunt 
of the publicity. 

"I had no idea it would get so blown up," 

ANZA VALLEY OUTLOOK, Anza, CA 

Oct. 28, 1988 CR: R. Decker 

U.F.O.'S 
SIGHTED 
IN ANZA 
COSMIC CONNECTION 

A recent report of a possible U .F .0. sighting in A nza 
prompted a request for others who may have seen 
similar unexplained phenomenon to call and let us 
know. People are calling! We've been contacted by a 
couple of long time Anza residents as well as 
weekenders. And, so far the similarities are astounding . 
All have described the object in the same way, placed it 
in the same location and two people have intermittently 
observed UFO 's hovering around our area for 30years. 
One of the most agreed upon bits of infonnation is that 
they are seen more frequently in the fall just prior to and 
immediately following the full moon . Most encounters 
have occurred between the hours of I 0:00 PM and 
midnight, although the first was reported to have been 
sighted at dusk. 
It is our decision not to print names because we feel 
more people may come forward to share their 
experiences if they can remain anonymous. We will 
share all of our findings with you in the weeks to come . 
Until then! Keep an eye on the sky and let us know what 
you see! 

Kazmar says. "We had no privacy. Others 
saw more than I did, but people think that 
because of my position I'm more credible." 

Though his wife "got very tired of the 
phone calls," Kazmar says his then 9--year
qld daughter "thought it was neat. 

"I told her it's unexplained, there's nothing 
terrestrial in it, just unexplained," he says. "I 
don't try to influence her thinking in any 
way. I said when you get older you can make 
a decision about it yourself." 

Kazmar - who says he wondered about 
but never believed in UFOs- contacted the 
Center for UFO Studies in Glenview, Ill., for 
an explanation, but they could not give him 
one. 

Kazmar uses one word to describe what he 
saw: "awesome." 

"I can't really describe it, it was just awe
some, " he says emphatically. "I never saw 
anything like it. 

· "I joked with my partner, 'What if it beams 
us up?'" he adds. 

All of Belleville will be lookmg 
for space beams Saturday, Oct. 29, 
when the small community - it 
straddles Dane and Green counties 
- celebrates its second annual 
UFO Days festival Officials say 
that "2,000 to 100,000" UFO nuts will 
crowd into town, though Kazmar 
estimates the number at about 
"10 000 to 20 000 " 
I~ store f~r the throngs will be a 

parade, an alien costume contest, a 
dance and many other activities 
that organizers say may prove to 
be, well ... out of this world 

Kazmar will be in charge o! a 
mini-rendezvous, where people 
dress up in 19th century garb and 
shoot muskets. 

Kazmar, by the way, wasn't the 
only Belleville resident to see 
somthing strange in the sky in the 
winter of '87. Lavonne Freidig saw 
a "rocket-type object with three 
tanks underneath. 

"The rocket took off and left the 
tanks hanging there," she says. 
"They disintegrated and left smoke 
rings." 

Freidig hasn't seen any similar 
sights since, but if she does, next 
time she'll look more closely. 

"I'd be more prepared next 
time," she says. "I'd look closer at 
it. I wish it could come back so I 
could really watch it farther." 

Unlike Kazmar, she says she en
joyed the attention the sighting 
brought her. Freidig, a legislative 
aide to state Sen. Uoyd Kincaid, 
D-Crandon, says she renewed some 
old ties as a result of the publicity. 

"Some old friends called up and 
told me about their experiences," 
she says. "I never knew there were 
that many people interested in it." 

by Staff Reporter Debbie Steinberg 

People were so interested that 
Freidig was inVited to appear on a 
New York television talk show. 
These plans fell through, however, Perhaps we are visited from time to time by visitors 

from another planet. Could be. There are those in this 
area who tell of seeing the space ships. One individual 
said she was awakened about 10:30 pm. by a bright 
light that lit up her whole living room. The light stayed 
till about 12:30 a.m. and then left. It was not the first 
time she had seen UFO's. Another individual said a 
beam was sent down from a ship, and they had seen the 
bum marks of a large space ship that had landed on top 
of a mountain in this area, in a valley that could not be 
readily seen. 
How many people take time to look to the sky at night. 
We have seen some strange lights that stay in one place 
for a long time as we have driven up the hill returning to 
Anza. If they are around you can be sure we will try for 
a photo one of these days. 

By Staff Reporter Carl Long 

and the public gradually forgot 
about the sightings. But not Frei
dig. 

"I think about it and it's still so 
plain," she says. "It made life very 
interesting." 

Kazmar hasn't forgotten either, 
though he may wish he could forget 
the hassles that accompanied the 
sighting. Asked if he thought he 
might see another UFO some day, 
he replies, laughing, "I hope not" 

CR: R. Heiden 
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~ Navy Scientist Says Gulf Breeze UFO 
o Photographs Are Genuine 
N 

~ st::J~~ h ~e~d::r~~~f ~~tU:~ o~gt~~~; 
o phys is ist. Dr. Bruce Maccabbee, 

1 told a na tionwi de te lev isiOn 
..:l aud1ence Friday that. " I have fou nd 
~ nothing in the photos wh ich wou ld 
~ refute the Sighting reports . My 
~ opinion IS that the photos are 
<11 genuine and that these crafts are 
~ not from here ." 
~ Maccabbee shared his concl u· 
....., s ion on the nationall y televised 
:l program, "UFO Coverup L1 ve," 
t.!l wh1ch focused on the govern ment 

coverup of UFO Sightings a round 
..:l the worl d. 
~ Maccabbee told of the extent of 
f:: h1s investigat ion sayi ng, " I have 
z considered many methods for 
~ creating tnck photos. Each method 

c~" leJWe a charactenstlc flaw, and 

I have searc hed for such fl aws . For 
exa mple, I have looked above eac h 
UFO to see if the re is a fine li ne 
Indicating it was suspended by a 
string. I have looked be low each 
image to see if there was any ind i
cation it was rest ing on a table or 
post. I have looked for reflections 
in glass, double exposures , and 
photographic montages . I have 
found that none of these methods 
n...b&en~ 

Regarding D. Robert Nathan's 
"feel ing" announced moments 
before that the images were double 
exposures , Maccabbee said, "Doc· 
tor Nathan has studied only a few 
of the photographs. I, on the other 
hand, have ana lyzed all the photo
graphic evidence which includes 
stereo photos that allowed me to 
calculate the d istance and size of 
the UFO. I have al so analyzed the 
'li.deo.upe.." 

CR: R. Reid 

~'Jim': UFO 
C""' 

~ pictures 
0 

~ not fake 
! By Michael Bur ke 
3 News Journal 
co 
fll 
c 
<II 
~ 

Despite one scientist's suggestion tha t 
photos of a Gulf Breeze UFO were fakedl 
the principal phot~ of the space
craft says computer analysis shows his 

:;;l initial photos cannot be double-exposures. 

g
!l The photographer, a Gulf Breeze busi-
5 nessman who has passed a lie detector 

test, said "experts and various debunkers 
can say what they will, but the many 

en dozens of witnesses and I know what wa 
; saw." 

On Oct. 14, a nationally televised show 
on UFOs featured conflicting opinions 
from researchers about the validity of the 
photographs and sightings by more t han 
100 witnesses in the Gulf Breeze area . 

Dr. Robert Nathan of the NASA J"et 
Propulsion Laboratory in California said 
he was uncomfortable with t he Gulf 
Breeze UFO photographs. 

" I feel that many of these images arP 
double exposure photographs," Nathau 
said. "The craft in many of thes• · 
photographs seems to be in different 
focus. They are either more sharpl'1 
focused or fuzzier than the surrounding 
background objects." 

The photographer, identi fied in various 
news reports only as Ed or J im, saici 
blurring occurred in his initia l photo
graphs because he and the UFO rnGVed 
slightly when he snapped the photos. 

In an interview with the News Journal, 
"Jim" said he wished the television show 
had focused more attention on technlc.al 
evaluations of the photographs. 

Nathan said that with some photo::-, ~ 
had "the feeling that there is some kind of
a cut and paste on some surface." But JiM 
said Dr. Bruce Maccabee obtained a 
computer analysis of two November 1981 
photos showing a hovering UFO partially 
obstructed by a tree. 

Jim said the analysis failed to detect 
any trace of a cut-out line. 

Jim's 37 photographs have been studied 
extensively by Maccabee, a research 
physicist who works at a Navy laboratory 
near Washington, D.C. Maccabee said he 
believed " the photos are genuine arad 
these crafts are not from here." 

"I have considered many methods for 
creating trick photos," Maccabee saitl. "I 
have found that none of these methods 
have been used." 

Jim, who has had no sightings since 
May 1, has submitted to psycholo&iaJ 
testing as well as regressive hypnosis to 
test his suspicion that he was abduded by 
aliens on severa l occasions. 

Jim said the hypnosis exposed details vf 
at least four past abduction incidents 
involving alien creatures he encountered 
late last year. 

The psychological evaluation was C<A"

ducted by Dr. Dan Overlaid, a clinical 
psychologist who is also certified m 
forensic psychology and psychological 
hypnosis. Overlaid, past president of the 
Florida Psychological Association, said he 
put Jim through at least six hours of 
standard tests that evaluate personality 
and intelligence. ' 

"He's as normal as the rest of us1" 

Overlaid said Friday. 

co 
~ UFO sightings 

listed near Portland 
Ll"l BEAVERTON, Ore. <AP ) -
N Four people, including a Washing-

• ton County sheriff's deputy, report
'cj ed seeing an unidentified flying ob-
0 ject west of Portland late Sunday. 
1 A sta te police dispatcher, who n 

refused to give his name, said the :::C 
~ bright object was described as mov-

.. ing swiftly and leaving a white ~ 
fll smoke trail. 
~ All said the object appeared to ::? 
....., be about 50 feet to 100 feet above ~ 
~ the ground and appeared to travel ~ 
~ between St. Vincent Hospital and ~ 
u nearby U.S. 26. ,..., 

Washington County sheriff's '"" 
en spokeswoman Sherre Calouri said 
~H she had no information about a dep-

uty sighting a UF O. 
~ However, she said a citizen re
~ ported to the sheriff's department 
~ at 11 :09 p.m. Sunday that a football
~ sized object appeared to be coming 
t§ down in flames over the county. 

2 
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Unusual marks, 
lights reported 
in Elmwood field 
By Chuck Rupnow 
Leader-Telegram staff 
and The Associated Press 

ELMWOOD - Circ~lar ~ark~ in a Dunn County fann field and 
a repor:t of a _strange hght s1ghtmg have Elmwood area residents 
scratchmg the1r heads again. 
~lmw~ has had a number of reported sightings of unidentified 

flymg obJects over the years . 
Tom W~ber of Chippewa Falls, president of the UFO Site Center 

C?rp. , . wh1ch plans to build a landing station near Elmwood for 
ahen a1rcraft, Friday afternoon examined the bizarre marks at the 
Evelyn Hutchins fann . 

"I don't know what to make of them," he said . "Fanners from 
around he~ wh? hav~ fanned this land for a long time have never 
~n anythmg hke th1s before. I don't know what we're dealing 
With ." 

The marks vary in size but are consistent in color. The purplish
gray colored c1rcles also have a white residue that appears 
graphitelike to the touch . 

' .. • ~.; • ~_, f . ... ,: .., 

.k ·1 ~~~ ' 

Charles Hutchins of Route 2, 
Elmwood, was cutting hay Tuesday 
when he looked behind the machin
ery and saw the colored circles. 

"I didn't have any idea what 
they were," Hutchins said . "It's 
pretty strange. There doesn't ap
pear to be any kind of pattern to 
them. Who knows how they got 
there?" 

The diameter of the circles 
varies. The width of the markings 
averages about 10 to 12 inches. 

Weber took some of the plants 
affected by the markings and 
planned to show them to agricul
tural agents in Dunn County. Soil 
samples also have been sent to Chi
cago for laboratory analysis. Weber 
was concerned the hay not be used 
for feed until the test results come 
back. 

"We'll know more then," 
Weber said. "Until then, we really 
don't have an explanation." 

Neighbors and friends started 
coming Friday to tbe remote four
acre alfalfa field near the intersec
tion of highways P and D in south
western Dunn County. 

"I don't think people came up 
here and put these 15 to 20 marks 
in the field," Hutchins said. "I 
doesn't make sense. I just hope I 
don't get a whole lot of people 
around here though." 

A teen-age girl, who lives about 
a mile from the field, told friends 
she recently saw flashing lights and 
then something drop to the ground 
near the Hutchins' field. She said 
she got scared and ran into the 
house. 

BOOKS 

Weber, after picking up some of 
the residue, said he's heard of an 
instance in Australia where an alien 
spacecraft picked up a car and set it 
back down, leaving a graphitelike 
substance on the ground. 

"Sure is hard to explain, isn't 
it?" Weber asked a group of on
lookers Friday. "It's a tough one." 

· Meantime, iD Sheboygan, of
ficials sa1d Friday the mystery of 
nearby UFO sightings on Tuesday 
night appears to be solved. 

According to Sgt. Craig Dooms, 
a public information specialist at 
Eaker Air Force Base in 
Blytheville, Ark, a B-52 bomber 
was over Lake Michigan Tuesday 
night just after 11 p.m. dropping 
flares one at a time and in clusters. 

The huge long-range strategic 
bomber was testing its wartime de
fense system against heat-seeking 
missiles. 

Should the mammoth bomber 
come under attack, the flares dis
tract heat-seeking missiles from the 
bomber's engine. 

• 'The mission was to test the 
flare-drop system to see if it gener
ates the desirable amount of heat 
. . . more than is generated by the 
engine," Dooms said. 

While the Air Force offered no 
assessment as to whether the flare 
drop was successful, several resi
dents attested to the light-producing 
quality of the flares . 

The flares were so brilliant that 
motorists on Sheboygan's west side 
believed the lights were coming 
directly at them. 

As calls continued to come into 

the Sheboy¥an Press, there were 
reports of s1ghtings as far west as 
Plymouth and the Sheboygan 
Marsh, 15 to 20 miles distant. 

Corrine Richart of Plymouth was 
camping at the marsh with a group 
that observed a light display in the 
eastern sky from 11 p .m. Tuesday 
until 12:30 a .m. Wednesday. 

She saw what appeared to be an 
orange ball that lingered in the slcy 
long after six lights under the bail 
went out in sequence, two at a 
time. 

She said she is skeptical that the 
Air Force manuevers could account 
for everything she and the other 
campers saw. 

Tuesday night also produced a 
flurry of reports of UFOs in the 
Oshkosh, Appleto~ and Fond du 
Lac areas. 

An Eden fanner, John Dins, saw 
a huge oval-shaped object with 
bright lights in the southwestern 
sky at about 11:15 p.m. 

Dins said the fonnation was so 
strange it frightend his dairy herd. 

The Air Force had no explanation 
for other UFO sightings in the 
Sheboygan area Tuesday night be
tween 9 and lO p.m. 

Some reports consistently men
tioned a soundless swift-cluster aF
rangement of lights followed by a 
semicircle of three lights . 

Another report was of moving 
red ligths spaced over a large area 
moving at extraordinary speed. 

CR: R. Heiden 

In Touch With Other Beings 
.. ~-. 

Staff photo by Chuck Rupnow 

Jim Kri~gs of rural Elmwood, left, holds a bag that Tom Weber, 
nght, fills w1th alfalfa from the Evelyn Hutchins farm near 
Elmwood. Charles Hutchins, behind, found strange circular marks 
in the hay field. Residue on the markings is being tested in a 
Chicago laboratory. 

SUN HERALD, Biloxi, MS- Dec. 3, 1988 
CR: B. Clendenon 

Rural UFO sighted 
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

• LUCEDALE - An unidentified fl y
ing object <:~ttempted to land in rural 
George County this week, according 
to reports from about eight rural 
residents. 

Blackston said he s<:~w the UFO for 
only one minute or less. He said the 
objects m<:~de no sound. 

He and seven othe r H<:~s in neigh
bors were conversing near the county 
road. about 12 miles south of Luce 
dale, when they noticed the unusual 
sight in an open grazing field about 
:mo yards away. Witnesses said the 
objects lowered toward the ground 
and suddenl y turned back he~ding to
wards nearby woods where they 
disappeared. 

Transformation 
By Whitley Strieber 
Beech Tree/ Morrow, 256 pages, S 18.95 

BY KAREN LIBERA TORE 

''T ransformation: The Break· 
through" is Whitley Strie· 

her 's sequel to ·· c ommunion." last 
year 's best-selling. nonfiction ac
count of the author 's encounter 
with strange beings. 

On ee again , in prose as riveting 
as an ything he wrote when horror 
fiction was his metier ("Wolfen " 
"The Hunger" and ''Nature's End >· 
perhaps the most depressing end
of-the world book ever writtenl, 
Strieber flails away at 20th century 
skepticism regarding phenomena 
not easy to understand or explain. 

Such phenomena include his 
drill-sergeant-tough, 5-foot-tall, 
gray-skinned creatures with huge, 
almond-shaped eyes - beings that 

1 
prodded and probed him in "Com· 

1 munion.'' To his credit as a profes· 

1 sional writer, rather than run from 
' tlw dreadful "Communion" experi· 

e ncc . Strieher says in "Transforma
tion " that this time he stuck it out 
returning again with his wife and 
young son to the cottage in the 
woods where the visitations began 
- and continued with a vengeance. 

Strieber reports here that the 
beings also come as nicer. and taller, 
milky white-skinned beings - so 
nice that Strieber confides a few of 
the white ones were spotted in 
bookstores reading "Communion" 
and were apparently satisfied with 
most of his story. The fact that one 
witness to these bookish visitors was 
an executive with the author's pub
lisher is pooh-poohed by Strieber as 
irrelevant: "Morrow does not need 
his testimony to sell books," he 
huffs. 

In "Transformation," Strieber 
goes far beyond the mere descrip
tions of the psychic discombobula· 
tion that his first encounter creat
ed. This time around, Strieber tells 
us who "they" are, sort of - "They 
may be extraterre~rials managing 
the evolution of thf human mind," 
he writes. "Or they may represent 
the presence of the mind on anoth· 
er level of being." 

Whitley Strie ber: seque l to tale 
of psychic discombobulation 

the \·isitors· mission - because of 
the ozone crisis. the cataclysm Strie
her heli e \·es the visitors can help 
avert. and a crisis. more important· 
ly. that just happens to be his spe
eialty . 

,\s transformations go. Strie
ber·s was a difficult one. for in or
der to see the light that he savs the 
visitors represent . Strieber ~rites 
that he first had to face his own 
death. ·· Hell" is how he describes, at 
great and agonizing length, his bat-

ti e against a life-threatening addic
tion - his passion fo r ~ u ga r . So d if
fi cult was this seeming!~· easy 
monkey to unload that Striebt> r re·· 
calls how in fru stration and defi
ance of the \'isitors· warnings ahout 
diabetes. he thr£>w caution to tiH' 
wind. "bought a pint of Haagcn
Dazs Yanilla and ate half of it ·· 

Becaus£> Strieber pe rseve red in 
<~ ll the challenges put he fon • h i111 
from sugar to a bumpy air planP ndP 
I his second brush with dt'ath l llJ con
tinued contact with his bei ng~ - he 
gained an important tool in h is l'f
forts to spread their word . StnP ber 
says that he has conq uered ou t-of
body mind travel. that his astral so
journs have taken him aeros~ the 
country to the bedsides of friends to 
seek their assistance. 

Lest we wonder if Strieber's 
lights are on but there's no one up
stairs. he quickl y sets us straig h t. 
'":\n exhaustive series of medical 
and psychological tests proved me 
healthy and sanP." he writ e-; as 
··Transformation .. hegins . And in 
one of his many a ppendixes. he savs 
that a ll who ha\· e studi t•d hi m ~~e 
him for what he is. "a normallv mtr· 
grated man of ahO\·e-averag£> i-ntellt· 
gence. with highl y dt>\·etoped n' r· 
bat skills ... 

And isn·t that a r £> 1ie f. 

Koren L1berotore is on the staff of The 
Chronicle. 

CHRONICLE, San Francisco, CA- Sept. 22, 1988 

SENTINEL, Gulf Breeze, FL -Dec. 8, 1988 

Two UFO sightings reported 
We had two new UFO sighting 

reports th is week , one from Su nday 
night and the other from Monday 
evening. 

over the last yea r. 
Then on Monday evenmg about 

4 55 Betty Symons of Panfer io 
Drive on Pensacola Beach looked 
North over the Naval Live Oaks and 
saw what she described as a bright 
yellow light right above the 
treetops. It just sat there awhile 
then moved to the West and settled 
down into or behind the trees 
Betty said it reminded her of a 
lightbulb without the base . 

Deland Blackston, 27, of Basin told 
George County Deputy Clyde Morris 
that two large flying objects decorat
ed in red, green and blue lights were 
spotted near his home around 8 p. m. 
Tuesday. 

" I know it wasn' t American-made 
stuff." Blackston said in a later inte r
view. "It was about the size of a 
house. but I can't te ll you the shape. 
It was real quick." 

" I freaked out and s tarted running 
and reported it," Blackston said. 

' He tells us, too, why they're 

I 
here: to save us. if only we'd accept 
the challenge "to see" as he himself 

1 finally has. 

At 11 :30 Sunday n1ght Jackie 
Swindell, 6020 East Bay Blvd, saw 
a light pass his window and looked 
out to see what 1t was , and saw what 
he desc ribed as a luminated 
basketball c rossmg the sky from 
the sound toward the bay . He ran 
and got hts w1fe to see it and 
together they watched it for 4 5 
mmutes as 1t proceeded ac ross t he 
bay and out of s1ght . Jackie assures 
us it looked l1ke the ptctures we 
have run m the Sentmel so ofte n 

" I keep notice of the sky because 
I'm a weather watcher for the News 
Journal ," said Betty. "Th is was just 
weird ... ! can't see what tt could 
have been." 

No breaks have surfaced in the 
sheriff department 's investigation of 
the UFO sighting, offi cial s said 
Thursday. 

And he explains why he, of all 
contactees. is privy to the truth of 

CR: R. Reid 3 
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BY 
TIM SCHULTZ 

GIBBON -Five area bow and arrow hunters ventured out one cool. 
clear day in October, 1965, hoping to spot deer in the Minnesota River 
Bottom near New Ulm. 

Although they did not spot any deer, what they saw at dusk on the drive 
home was different than anything they ever witnessed. And it was the 
origin of a hobby, or quest, for the driver, Arthur Strauch, of Gibbon. 

Itwas0ct2l,1965. Strauch, his wife Kay, their son, Gary, and Donald 
and Ann Grewe, then of Gaylord, were on their way back from an after
noon in the woods when they spotted something strange in northwest sky. 
After observing the bright "object," Strauch photographed what would 
later be tenned by him and others as a UFO. 

It made a believer of Strauch, who died 10 years ago. From that crisp 
autumn evening until his death, Strauch became a UFO buff, and always 
"kept one eye on the heavens," as he later told an acquaintance. It led 
Strauch to read books about UFOs, write papers about his experiences and 
take various photographs. 

Although Strauch did not report the sighting until1966, he wrote about 
the incident in Decmember 1965. 

"It was just 6: 10 p.m. on a clear October evening as I was returning 
from the Minnesota River Bottom with four other grown people," he 
wrote. "We were two miles north of the small village of StGeorge, Min
nesota, when we observed a strange white light hovering in the sky to our 
left." 

Kay Strauch, who still lives in Gibbon, said she was the fust of the five 
to spot the UFO. 

"I looked out the car window and I said, 'My Gosh, there aren't two 
early stars,"' she said. "Kiddingly, I said, 'That must be a flying saucer. I 
t.vas kidding becauJe at the time, it was very dramatic -people were all 
going wild over flying saucen. '" 

Strauch wrote for an outdoors magazine at the time, so he alw~ys 
traveled with his camera and binoculars. aecording to Kay StraQC:It. He 
pulled over, got out of the car and used both pieces of equipmenein fol-
lowing the strange sight. . 

"Through (the binoculars) I rould see an object that was foreign to me," 
Arthur Strauch wrote. "It was a ·g~ silNer colored disc, shaped 
what like a derby hat. The outer rim seemed to be spinning andu 
white glow covered the whole thing. Small, dark spots were viii 
around the upper part of the dome, these could have been windows or 

/'~ ;• 
,.~~;-:*~::-:;.~ 

The Arthur ~tt-aUdl UFO photograph, top, as s~n in the-. Minneapolis Tribune Picture 
Magulne on Sun~y,, March .12, 1967. The photo has also appeared in several other UFO 
pultlicatlons lncludin~ Look Magazine. 

perhaps exhaust ports." 
Strauch's camera was loaded and he shot several exposures of the 

"disc." 
"After I had taken a picture, the object became bright in color and 

mo.ed slowly into the wind (northeast), stopped fa a few seconds, and 
(cont i nued on page 5) 
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with a terrific burst of speed iJ shot over our heads,• he WilDie. 
"As it passed over we could see orange, white and a dull red glow or 

color coming from the bottom. We heard no sound except a high-pitched 
whine, like a motor would ~e as it starts up. The object disapPeared 
from our sight into the sky, headed soUtheast." 

The Strauchs f<X"got about the incident until a month later, when the 
film was processed, Kay Strauch said. Curious, Arthur contacted two'loc
al newspapers, who printed the phOto. After this, Strauch's flying saucer 
received national and international attention. 

The Aerial Phenomena Reseudt Organization in Tucson. Ariz., took 
interest in the matter and laterrefem:d it to the Air.F~. Sttiuch's photo 
and account appeared in books, mapzines and newspapen, and Weco_. 
TV did a feature on the man and his "machine." 1 1 

Whether Strauch's sighting was "authentic .. depended on the authOr 
writing about it Most UFO magazines lent credibility to Strauch. 

UFO Magazine, in a March 1978 article, put Strauch's photo through a 
computer test Hayden C. Hewes, the article's auth<X", contended that of 
"several UFO photographs were taken during the many outstanding UFO 
encounters during 1965, only two remain ott the bona fide list, the Arthur 
Strauch photo and the Tulsa, Okla. photo." 

The opinions of other authors, arguably more objective, varied, but 
many were favorable. Philip J. Klass, an electrical engineer and avionics 
writer, devoted 24 pages of his 1968 book UFOs -ldenJijied, to the 
Strauch fmding. In the book. Klass examined most aspects of the incident 
and found what he called a "curious set of· circumstances." -

"Although I cannot bring myself to give the picture an unqualified 
endorsement, neither can I label it a hoax," Klass writes. "It may, as 
Strauch says, be an 'authentic UFO.' If so, I believe it is a plasma-UFO." 

The Air Force responded that there was simply not enough evidence 
and therefore a conclusion could not be drawn. It appears from his writ
ings that Strauch usually took challenges gracefully, and the Air Force 
response was no exception. But Strauch hinted that he thought the Air 
Force was not telling the whole truth because it did not want to admit the 
existence of UFOs. 

The whole matter of authenticity probably depends on one's attitude. 
No matter how many books and magazines confirm the existence of 
UFOs, there are just as many people who cry "Hoax!" and refuse to 
believe, Kay Strauch said. But her family was never ridiculed or insulted 
because of the incident, she said. 

Nor was Arthur Strauch ridiculed for the study of UFOs that lasted the 
rest of his life, Kay said. He chronicled various other sightings (including 
one over the Gibbon High School football field during a game in 1974) 
and corresponded with area residents who also claimed to have spotted 
UFOs. 

Strauch, who was a deputy sheriff, was injured in 1961 and his mobility 
was limited, Kay said. So his UFO hobby gave him something to do. 

Kay and Gary Strauch both said they did not believe in UFOs before 
1965, but that they now are convinced. Kay has spoken about the matter at 
schools, and she is eager to talk about the subject- motivated by person
al interest and her husband's memory. 

"I don't expect outsiders to believe because they didn't see anything; I 
saw it," Kay Strauch said. "It's healthy to think that we're not the only 
planet. Everybody thinks we're the only (inhabited) planet, but we're not 
"We live on it, and we can't believe that there's anything else." 

For Arthur Strauch, it was just a matter of time. 
"Whatever my wife and I were watching, it was a strange and wonder

ful sight and it renews my faith in the fact that 'up there' is something we 
still haven't the answer for," he wrote. "I have no other answer. Pert.aps 
one day we will." 

·~·: •, 
~. ~!. 

Above is an artist's rendition of what Arthur Strauch! saw through his binoculars 
near St. George on the nigtat of Oct. 21, 1965 prior to photograph~n& it. 

't:l Dear Editor: 
..... Upon arrivmg in Gulf Breeze on the 18th of October. I was hopeful that 1 
~ would be able to clarify the meaning beh ind the Extra-terrestnal com -

munications and UFO stghtmgs. Why was Gulf Breeze the c hosen ctty7 

~ Speakt ng w1th GBHS students . I learned that they believed in the UFO 
-theory, and that a photo of the mystenous burned or browned grass area 

~ was in their year book. I also found out that the maJOrtty of GB restdents 
u with whom 1 spoke knew that something real had been seen. The what, 

00 aspect of the sightings seems to be well known but the why aspect needed 
oo closer examination. 
0'1 Why, Gulf Breeze was chosen for the communications7 I learned that 

certain factors make Gulf Breeze an ideal location for recetvmg extra
~ terrestial environmental communication alerts. Firstly, GB is a civilian 

center within a military environment. We all know that AF jets tracked and 
chased the UFOs. This will eventually provide hard evidence for the UFO 

g sightings, from radar reports and military observers. The second factor 
:Z ties in the environmental issue, GB is also wtth tn an envtronmentally 
1 delicate Bay habitat, which we also note is under toxic waste dumping 

from the Champion Co. High levels of ammonia have and conttnue to be 
~ dumped into your Bay. . 

From the Gb reports, on the telepathic Alien goert orders or communt
~ cations we find that the Thompson's son received a telepathic command 
Q.l to, "Stop," of which he states, "It was like the voice wasn't talking tom~: 
~ but to someone else." Ed also reported that he was told "Step forward . 

llQ Considering the total picture of the events it is not difficult to theorize 
..._ that the large eyed and webbed handed Alien guerts have some deep 
,..... water bases nearby GB, it would be further likely that they would be 
8 extremely upset by any and all nuclear testing and toxic dumping in and 

around their home areas . At the same time they may well have shown GB 
~ citizens that they need to thoroughly investigate nuclear and toxic waste 
:z pollutons which may well be harming the Bay habitats and the areas food 
~ chain, It appears that GB residents may well have recetved a benevolent 
t;; environmental extra-terrestial warning alert. 
!i5 Sinc;erely, 

Michael Wales 

BLADE-TRIBUNE, Oceanside, CA -Dec . 6, 1988 CR: W. Moyer 

She hasn't seen anything weird 
My gn•at grandmother ran a 

hotel in Seattle when I was a lit
tit• girl. It was quite a hang-out 
for visiting Alaskans . I dimly 
remember Hobert Service. the 
poet. who with a few whiskys 
aboard lon~d lo recite " The 
Shooting of Dan McGrew"; 
Robert Beach. a fastidious 
fel low . who had a utographed his 
bo)o k • ·The Spoilers' ' to Great 
Grand wtth the words : ·' to a~====~~~~~~~~~ 
Grand , Old Tilicum (friend \;" 
and .Jack London , a wild brawl
in g man who had won the hearts 
of :ti l America with hi s novel , 
" The Call of The Wild .· · 

:\1 r. J ac k used to bounce me up 
and down on his knee and the last 
timl' he came down from Nome 
he bought m e a gold nugget. and 
chain which I hope some lousy 
thief is really cherishing today ! 

Mr . Jack also regaled me with 
stones of the "little green men " 
who are the stuff that Eskimo 
legends have been made of down 
th rough the centuries . From time 
immemonal Alaskan tots have 
been told stories of the lvaqalik 
- the mythical , little people who 
came down to earth from outer 
space to hunt ! 

True Alaskans , with deep 
roots . believe these stories; just 
as many other Americans believe 
in lTFOs ! 

The Nome Nugget is Alaska 's 
oldest newspaper. Under its 
masthead it runs : illigitimus non 
carborundum ''This has been my 

Kitty A. Peeling 
motto for years: Don't let the 
bastards get you down ! When I 
first moved into my retirement 
home I hung my stamina-building 
motto outside the door of my 
room . Of course I was firmly re
ques ted to remove it , so you see I 
feel a kinship to this paper -
also the whole staff is composed 
of double-barreled " go get 'em 
gals !·· 

Anyway , the Nome Nugget 
lately has had vigorous articles 
on the " little green men. " The in
teresting tabloid is trying to 
revive some of the beautiful 
folklore of the original inhabita
nts of Alaska . And who's to say if 
it is entirely folklore? Ever since 
September stories from knowl
edgeable people have been pour
ing in about the unexplained 
phenomena of this area ! 

In October some kids in their 
car clocked a little green fellow 
running between 40 and 50 mph. 
They not only went past him , but 

accidently ran over him and felt 
no bump ! Thoroughly frightened 
they high-tailed it back to town to 
get reinforcements (this included 
the KNOM station manager and 
engineer). The adults witnessed 
the same little green man, two or 
three feet tall , further up Beltz 
Road . He seemed luminescent, 
turning from green to silver 
while his feet got darker. 

A couple of the boys left the 
car to chase the creature. As it 
turned off the road it suddenly 
turned on them and chased them 
back to the car' That's when 
they saw its eyes were red and 
heard it make a dry, whistling 
sound. 

For five nights straight, peo
ple , safe in their automobiles . 
observed this phenonemon. The 
sixth night it rained and that was 
the end of the little green man . 
Spooky, huh? 

Shucks , why can' t I have a vi
sion or ever see anything weird? 
I have a friend , a librarian (who 
wishes to be nameless - and 
quoteless) who saw a UFO a 
couple months ago right here jn 
Carlsbad. Seems I never see 
anything, but I'll tell you what 
(and I don 't want to paraphrase 
Gillette Burgess and his Purple 
Cow), I do know I'd much rather 
see a "little green man,·· than be 
one! 

(Peeling is a Carlsbad resident. 
Her column appears every other 
Tuesday.) 

SENTINEL, Gulf Breeze, FL - Oct. 13, 1988 

Viewpoint 
BY CHARLIE SOMERBY 

A few minutes after 10 p.m. last Wednesday night, telephone calls 
started flowing into this area of the Panhandle from folks in other parts of 
the country and the world with comments concerning the Unsolved 
Mysteries program. . 

Before the evening was over, our household had heard from folks tn 
Honolulu , Dallas and Ocala among other points. We're sure that others 
had the same experience. 

Perhaps overlooked by many was the "On Trial" presentation at 6 :30 
p.m. the same evening highlighting the recent tria l of a Pensacola Beach 
woman following a tragic incident on the Bay Bridge . That too, was shown 
across the United States. 

The Somerbys, Charlie and Dori, certa inly enjoyed Unsolved Mysteries 
because of our participation. It was a novel experience for us as it was for 
other Gulf Breeze residents who participated . 

A reminder that our city will again receive national as well as interna · 
tiona! attention tomorrow night on another show on UFO's to be shown ~ 
over Channel 3 in this area . 

Ed itor Duane Cook played a major role in the scenario emceed by i:Q 
Robert Stack. One on your quotes was not quite correct, Duane. You had • 
DCln turning to me and asking"ls that what we saw, Charlie7' ' After viewing :::t~ 
the front page pictures last November. There was no doubt in her mind in ~. 
actually declaring "THAT'S what we saw!" c. 

The continuity of our sighting should have been tied in with the pictures 
taken on Veterans Day 1987 . We spotted the object over the East Bay 
shoreline in Midway a few minutes after sunset when it was moving in a 
southwesterly direction toward downtown Gulf Breeze. Shortly thereafter. 
the first pictures were taken. 

Perhaps the main reason we "confessed" to the sighting was to give 
verification to the timely action by the photographer. Otherwise, to 
escape the attent ion whtch followed in the weeks and months afterwards, 
we probably wouldn't have said a thing about it -· which was our original 
idea . 

At any rate , it was well handled by Cosgrave/ Meurer Productions. Inc. 
of Los Angeles in their Unsolved Mysteries. 

Inc identally , the National Enquirer was one of the first to have reporters 
hare last year after the first sighting, but for some unexplained reason 
backed off after spending quite a bit of time and money. But that publica - 5 
titn devoted a page in their October 11 issue telling how Ronald Reagan. 
then California governor, saw a UFO during an aircraft flight and ordered 
ht6 pilot to follow the mysterious object "as it streaked and Zigzagged 
aaoss the night sky." 
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The latest UFO craze 
is focusing on S.A. 
. ..................................... . 

~ by Craig Phelan 
< 
c 
~ TO MY KNOWUDGE, I never have been 

abducted by aliens and taken away in a 
Cl) UFO. I've never even seen a UFO. 
~ That makes me an oddity to an ever-
Z growing circle of San Antonians. 
J, Suddenly people all around me are becoming 
Cl) 
~ convinced they've made contact with flying sau-

cers and 3-foot aliens. 
~ There's even supposed to be a support group 
~ in Alamo Heights for people who believe they 

have been kidnapped and examined by non
human occupants of spaceships. I imagine a lot of 
the group's talk revolves around a UFO pit s top, 
of sorts, that some ot•lieve may be hidden some
where in Olmos Ba-;in . 

What the heck is going on? Is this some t y JJe 
of m ;L-.;,_-; h ysh·t;a? 

A lot ;>f it has to do with a couple of books 
writ ten hy fonner San Anton ian Whitley Strie
h<·r. 

lie has made a name for himself as a nowlis t 
with successful science-fiction books such as 
''The Wolfen" and "The Hunger." He a lso co
authored ''Warday" and ''Nature's End." 

BUT THEN HE WROTE "Communion: A True 
Story ," which he claims to be a non-fiction ac
count of his repeated encounters with strange be
ings. Strieber says he first had these encounters 
as a child growing up in Terrell Hills. 

He followed up with "Transformation," an in
trospective sequel to "Communion," about his 
attempts to deal psychologically with the wonder 
and terror of his UFO experiences. 

And people all over the country believed him. 
"Communion" reached the top of the New 

York Times non-fiction best-seller list and 
stayed on the list through the summer. The book 
also has been made into a movie, scheduled for 
release in February. 

Suddenly UFO watching, a subject more or 
less stifled since the 1950s, is back in vogue. 

Incredible stories once relegated to check
out-line tabloids are surfacing in the main
stream press. UFOs and extraterrestrials are the 
latest and hottest talk-show topics. Oprah Win
frey, Phil Donahue, and Ross Shafer on "The 
Late Show" have made "ufologists" into celebri
ties. Even Morton Downey Jr. , the archconserva
tive talk-show host, has laid claim to a UFO 
experience. 

In fact, hundreds - maybe even thousands 
-of people around the country are claiming to 
have made contact with alien life forms. 

What's happening? And why is it happening 
here? 

San Antonio seems to be in the running for 
the title of "UFO Capital of the World." 

Some may dismiss it as coincidence, but it just 
so happens that Walter Andrus Jr., international 
director of the Mutual UFO Network, a group 
that investigates alleged UFO sightings, lives in 
Seguin. 

MUFON is forming a UFO abductee support 
group, in addition to the more secretive Alamo 
Heights group. 

Besides that, San Antonio journalist Ed Con
roy is digging out even more local UFO informa
tion in a follow-up on Strieber's adventures, a 
book titled, "Report on Communion." That book 
will be released in mid-1989 by the same fmn 
that published Strieber's books, William Morrow 
&Co. 

Both Conroy and Strieber were recent guests 
on a special segment of "The Late Show" dedi
cated to UFOs. MUFON's Andrus has been a 
guest on the Oprah Winfrey show. 

Now another San Antonian, Ron McAtee, has 
come forth with an intriguing story about sight

ing a UFO over Alamo Heights and follow
ing vague clues and intuition to what he 
like Strieber, feels may be a "visitor" col: 
ony in the Olmos Basin. 

Considering all the apparent interest in 
UFOs, Sunday Magazine seemed to have no 
choice but to follow the story. We went with 
Conroy and McAtee on a journey through 
Alamo Heights and Olmos Basin to search 
out traces and clues relating to what may be 
San Antonio's strangest tourists. 

Photo by Raben Mc l eroy 

Ron McAtee says he believes he saw a UFO while atteruizng Cambridge Elementary Sclwol in 1957. 
He has been trying to track alien activity in the Alarrw Heights ! Olrrws Basin area ever since. 

Our flrst stop is Cambridge Elementary 
School in Alamo Heights where McAtee 
says he saw a UFO about 30 years ago. 

McAtee is 37 and works as an energy 
consultant, advising businesses on conserv
ing energy costs. He seems perfectly nor
mal : a guy you'd probably immediately like 
if you met him at a party. 

He seems genuinely puzzled by his 
strange experiences and even jokes about 
them. 

But he is deadly serious in his belief that 
he saw a UFO. He says he's been obsessed 
for several years with the need to learn 
more about it. 

Striebe r m entions part of McAtee's 
s tory in "Transfom1ation," but he doesn't 
use McAtee's name. 

At t he school, McAtee stands outside 
the chain-link fence that surrounds a 
playground. Nearby is the building that 
houses flrst-grade classes, McAtee points 
to the spot where he stood as a 6- or 7-
year-old boy looking up at what he is sure 
is some kind of spacecraft. 

"I don't know how far away it was, be
cause I don't know how big a ship it was," 
he says. "I don't know whether it was 20 
feet in circwnference or 100 feet, because I 
don't have anything to judge it by. 

"I just looked up and there it was. I said 
to myself this can't really be. I must be 
looking into the sun and it's causing me to 
see this thing. It was just so incredible. 

"AND SO I LOOKED over into the other 
(part of the) sky and there was the sun over 
there. I wasn't looking at the sun. So then I 
looked back and it was still there. That's 
when I knew it was real. This thing was 
really up there." 

McAtee says the object was not the clas
sic silver disk frequently shown in science
fiction films and photos that claim to de
pict UFOs. It was a "pinwheel-like" craft 
that appeared to have a central core where 
the occupants apparently rode and an outer 
portion that rotated around the center. 
The rotating part had rockets attached to 
each side. 

McAtee says he saw the flames from the 
rockets. He is also sure he saw a clear image 
of the craft; it was not hazy or blurry. 

He also believes he heard voices coming 
from the craft on what seemed to be an ex
trasensory level. 

"The weirdest thing ·Was that you could 

understand what they were thinking on the 
ship," he says. 

"There were three thoughts that came 
out. They were like male voices talking, 
kind of low, but not like a 'Darth Vader' 
voice. The first one said, 'We're being 
watched.' That was the first thought. Just 
like that. 

"And then the other one came in, a little 
more au t horitat ive, a little deeper and said , 
'We're not to be seen.' 

" And then the lru; t thought w as, 'We 
must leave.' " , 

Conroy says the three-part conversa 
tion fits the pattern of alien speech Strieber 
mentions in his book s : th e th e sis / 
antithesis/ synthesis approach . 

" At that point, the rotor started to go 
very fast and the ship just shrunk and dis
appeared," McAtee says. " Now it may have 
accelerated very rapidly or it may have just 
gone into another dimension - went 
through the void, whatever . I don't really 
know." 

THE EXPERIENCE lasted less than a min
ute, McAtee estimates. He remembers 
telling his mother about it, but he doesn't 
remember her response. 

We ask McAtee if any other children saw 
the craft. 

"There was another kid, and I still re
member his name," he answers. "In fact, I 
called him on the telephone two or three 
years ago and he didn't remember the inci
dent. Maybe if I took a drawing of the craft 
over there. But, you know, it's kind of em
barrassing: 'Do you remember this space
ship?' 

"I don't know what it really proves. If he 
remembers it, fine. If he doesn 't, it won't 
make me believe any less that it happened." 

McAtee says his mental image of the 
UFO still is clear, but for years he put it in 
the back of his mind, telling himself it must 
have been his imagination. 

"I didn't really think about it a whole lot 
until I read the Philip Klass book, 'UFOs: 
The Public Deceived.' He debunked a lot of 
these UFOs, but I thought, 'Oh, my God. It 
really happened,' " he says. 

This was in the mid-70s, and McAtee 
started his own investigation of his UFO 
experience. This jogged his memory about 
another experience that, in retrospect, 
seemed curiously connected to this sighting. 

(continued on page 7) 
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(continued from page 6 - EXPRESS-NEWS, San Antonio, TX- Oct. 30, 1988) 
It may have been within weeks of the 

Cambridge School incident - he doesn't 
remember exactly when it was. McAtee, his 
brother and father were enjoying one of 
their frequent walks in what i.s now the soc
cer field area of the Olmos Basin. 

All three came over a ridge and spotted 
what looked like a small naked man running 
at great speed through the woods. 

From the parking lot near the soccer 
field, McAtee points out the wooded area 
where he believes he saw the naked figure. 

"It was probably the middle of winter," 
he says. "You could see into the trees, be
cause they didn't have any foliage. I would 
say he was a good 50 feet into the woods. 

"WI AU SORT of crouched down -
and I don't know why we were afraid of him 
because there were three of us and obviously 
he wasn't carrying a concealed weapon. We 
had the dog with us and we were trying to 
hold the dog back. 

"He was light-colored, that's why we 
thought he was naked, but he was a ways 
away, too. I don't remember whether he had 
hair on his head or any pubic hair. I just 
can't remember. Maybe he was just too far 
away to make something like that out. Why 
we thought it was a man, I'm not sure. I 
don't remember any breasts, so I guess it 

wasn't a woman. He was 
maybe about 5 feet tall. He 
wasn't really big. 

"It must have been kind 
of hard to run through the 
woods without shoes," he 
says. 

He says he went to a 
hypnotist in Houston about 
10 years ago to see if that 
would help him recall more 
details about his UFO sight
ing, perhaps an exact date. 

"I don't think he really 
successfully hypnotized me, 
because he said, 'In a min
ute, your arms are going to 
raise up,' . and mine never 
did," McAtee says. "But I 
was very relaxed and I was 
able to recall some things." 

A date flashed across his 
mind. He says he still isn't 
sure it was the actual date 
he saw the craft, but it was 
the date that came to mind 
under hypnosis - Nov. 7, 
1957. 

McATEE WENT to the Ex
press-News library and 
searched through he micro
filmed copies of the Novem
ber 1957 newspapers hoping 
to find something that might 
confinn his sighting of the 
UFO. He made an interest
ing discovery. 

The front page of the 
N?v. 8, 1957, Express con
tains a story about a UFO 
sighting over San Antonio 
- witnessed the previous 
day by 15 Express staff 
members. 

If YOU'U LOOKING to make contact 
with an outer-space visitor, Olmos Basin 
seems to be the hot spot. According to 
Whitley Strieber's books and sightings by 
San Antonian Ron McAtee, the area may 
have attracted a lot of UFO activity. 
McAtee, for instance, believes he saw a 
spaceship near the basin while he was 
standing in the Cambridge Elementary 

Map by Felipe Solo 

School playground. He also has sighted 
what he believes may be an alien near 
where U.S. 281 cuts through the basin. 
Strieber writes about an alleged 
"children's circle" in the woods behind 
Incarnate Word College, where he believes 
the aliens took him as a child. The 
additional circles on the map mark spots 
McAtee believes spaceships could land. 

But when McAtee began 
to re-trace his strange en
counters several years later, 
the idea that there might be 
some sort of alien life in the 
basin kept haunting him. 
Following little more than 
his intuition, he kept search
ing. 

UNDER A headline that 
reads, "Round Ball 
'Whatnik' Seen Over Alamo 
City,'' the story tells of an 
object hovering for about 10 
minutes over the city in the 
south-southwest sky at 
about 7:30p.m. Nov. 7. 

people and that he, himself, claims to have en
countered. 

happens - someone proves 
the visitors are real, for ex
an1ple, I might write some· 
thing el<;e. If not, I'll go buck 
to being a novelist. I've sort 
of said my piece." 

"I was sort of drawn to 
this area," he says. "I kept 
coming back and started ex
ploring farther and farther 
into the woods. I finally 
crossed over the dam. I 
wasn't sure what I was look
ing for, but there was a spot 
that seemed to be drawing 
me in. Finally in the early 
'70s, I found this spot." 

We drive to another part 
of the basin, behind Incar
nate Word College. We walk 
into a wooded area and down 
a path. 

WHEN WE finally arrive at 
the spot, we find the stone 
foundation of an old mill. 
McAtee says he knew this 
was the spot he was looking 
for because he had an in
tense psychological and 
physical sensation when he 
found it. 

"It was quite an emo
tional experience," he says. 

Conroy notes it i.s either 
significant or else a strange 
coincidence that the area 
that obsessed McAtee is the 
same area Strieber writes 
about being drawn to in 
"Communion." 

But McAtee was drawn to 
the spot years before "Com
munion" was written. Mc
Atee and Strieber never met 
until after "Communion" 
was published. 

McAtee contacted Strie
ber and shared his story. The 
two, along with Conroy, 
later visited the area and 
Strieber confirmed it was the 
same area he wrote about 
- the possible site of the 
"children's circle." 

The children's circle is 
one of Strieber's early mem
ories dredged from his sub
conscious by hypnosis. He 
remembers meeting other 
children in the wooded area 
where they were taught var
ious things by the alien crea
tures. 

McAtee, however, says he 
has no memory of participat
ing in a children's circle. 

We hike out of the woods 
and sit down at a coffee shop 
where McAtee continues to 
explain his quest to under
stand his experience. 

Many citizens also saw 
the object and called local 
authorities. On the same 
day, another UFO was re
ported in Waco and resi
dents in New Braunfels 

Many of Strieber's critics say "Communion" 
and "Transformation" are nothing more than 
additional examples of his science-fiction writ
ing skill. 

In fact, a recent review of "Communion" in 
The Skeptical Inquirer, a 

Uvalde, Edinburg and 
Boerne reported seeing mys-
terious bright lights. 

An Associated Press story 
printed in the Express a day 
later reported area 
"whatniks" most likely were 
weather balloons. Anny offi
cers at Fort Hood in Killeen 

said the meterological battalion of the 14th Field 
Artillery released nine large illuminated balloons. 
between 7 p.m. and 3 a.m. in order to gather · 
wind data. 

However, that does not necessarily explain 
the sighting way down in San Antonio nor McA
tee's sighting, which would have been earlier in 
the day. Nor does it conform with McAtee's de
scription of the craft. 

An official Air Force report of the San Anto
nio incident, obtained by Conroy through the 
federal Freedom of Information Act, makes the 
terse conclusion there i.s insufficient data to 
judge the object's identity. 

It also i.s interesting to note that, perhaps co
incidentally, Nov. 7 was an especially outer
space-oriented news day. Out of 10 front-page 
items on the following day, six were related to 
space. 

Besides being the day of the UFO sighting, 
Nov. 7 happened to be the day the Soviet Union 
paraded its new rockets through Red Square in 
observance of the 40th anniversary of the com
munist revolution and the day President Eisen
hower named the new head of the U.S. space 
program. 

There also is a story about plans to retrieve 
the Russian spacedog, Laika, then circling Earth 
in Sputnik II; a cartoon about American scien
tists being embarrassed because of Sputnik; and 
an editor's note about an upcoming series of sto
ries on UFOs. 

However, the current UFO craze involves 
much more than scanning the skies for flying 
saucers. 

The search has turned inward, thanks mostly 
to Strieber. 

The search extends into psychology, rather 
than physics or astronomy, and considers such 
phenomenon as "screen memory," where the 
mind replaces actual images with symbolic ones 
in an apparent attempt to preserve its sanity. 

For example, according to Strieber, the mem
ory of seeing owls may replace that of seeing a 
space being. 

In a telephone interview, Strieber says he 
admits there is no hard, physical, irrefutable ev
idence that non-human visitors or UFOs do ex
ist. 

At the same time, he believes we shouldn't ig
nore the experiences reported by hundreds of 

magazine fostered by the ac-
ademic establishment, puts 
forth the opinion the book is 
pure fiction. 

"It's a physical experience 
as far as I'm concerned," 
Strieber counters. "I have a 
gut feeling there's a great ef
fort being made on the part 
of the visitors to keep their 
own secrets, because as long 
as they remain secret, they 
also remain in complete con
trol of the situation." 

However, Strieber says he 
believes we eventually will 
make open contact with 
these alleged beings. They're 
just waiting until we're 
ready. 

He views his book and the 
other UFO stories people are 
coming out with as prepara
tion for future contact. 

"If they come out into the 
public eye, it's going to be 
scary, but I think it's going 
to be the best thing that ever 
happened," he says. 

"I think the visitors are 
working along the lines of a 
very specific timetable, on an 
accelerating curve," he says. 

"IF YOU LOOK at the 
modem experience from the 
late '40s, you can see that 
they have been coming closer 
and closer to us. There were 
UFO sightings in the '50s. 
By the time the '70s. rolled 
around, there was a smatter
ing of reports of these so
called abductions and now in 
the '80s a certain number of 
people have been reported to 
have had relationships with 
the individuals." 

Strieber says he's gotten 
thousands of letters from 
people reporting what they 
think may be contacts with 
aliens. 

"I get 20 or 30 letters a 
day every day and have since 
'Communion' was first pub
lished," he says. 

Strieber says he isn't 
planning a sequel to "Trans
formation." 

"I'm writing a novel right 
now," he says. "If something 

Strieber, a leader of the 
UFO renaissance, is a genu
ine San Antonio product -
like it or not. 

His late father, Karl 
Strieber, was a prominent 
attorney. His mother, Mary, 
long active in civic and char
itable groups, still lives here. 

His younger brother, 
Richard, works in the law 
finn of Oliver Heard. 

His older sister, Patricia 
Simpson, lives in Houston 
where she and her husband 
operate a merchandising 
business. 

Mary Strieber, in a phone 
interview, says Whitley 
started reading at 4. In fact, 
all her children did. 

"He started talking about 
being a writer when he was 
about 9 years old," she says. 

"He just always had a big 
imagination and was always 
telling me stories. 

"He was a pretty funny, 
little kid." 

Although she doesn't re
member any specific men
tion of aliens or UFOs, she 
remembers what some may 
consider typical childhood 
terrors. 

"I can remember one 
night when he woke us up 
screaming," she says. "His 
bed was right by the window 
and he said there was some
thing there. I remember 
when he was real little he 
wouldn't go outside for a 
long time because he 
thought something was out 
there." 

She says she personally 
has had no UFO experiences 
and has a hard time associat
ing with that sort of thing. 
"I thought 'Communion' was 
kind of scary," she says. 

Strieber's story appar
ently has convinced a lot of 
people there really is some
thing "out there." 

But much of the scientific 
community remains unim
pressed. 

RICHARD BARTELS, pro
fessor of physics at Trinity 
(continued on page 8) 

7 



(continued from page 7 -EXPRESS-NEWS, San Antonio, TX- Oct. 30, 1988 ) 

University, has taught 
courses on the possibility of 
extraterrestrial life. 

'Tm assuming we know 
enough about our solar sys
tem to rule out life existing 
on other planets," he says. 

He adds that, while it 
may be logical to believe 
equivalents to Earth are cir
culating around other stars, 
the likelihood of any beings 
from there reaching here 
seems beyond reason. 

Based on current Earth 
technology, our fastest 
spacecraft would take more 
than 50,000 years to reach a 
planet around the nearest 
star, he says. Even consider
ing that other beings might 
have more advanced techno
logy, the distance barrier 
most likely would be insur
mountable. 

"I do think the UFO phe
nomenon is very interesting, 
but from a psychological, so
ciological and religious point 
of view," Bartels says. "The 
connection between the UFO 
reports and the powerful 
human need for religion is 
quite obvious and has been 
commented upon by many 
persons." 

Psychologists have put 
forth various theories to ex
plain why people feel so con
vinced they've seen little 
creatures or have been ab
ducted by UFOs. One of the 
most prominent theories in
volves temporal-lobe epi
lepsy, a condition that may 
distort perceptions of real
ity. 

But Strieber claims to 
have been fully checked out 
for any psychological or 
physical dysfunctions. 

Strieber and other 
ufologists also contend 
they're not necessarily talk
ing about beings who 
dropped in for a visit from 
another planet. They say 
these beings may have been 
with us for thousands or 
even millions of years. 
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IN THAT CASE, the theo
retical possibilities seem end
less - and many of these 
theories have been explored 
in B-grade science-fiction 
movies. 

"It's all right for your im
agination to become engaged 
when you're dealing with the 
unknown," Strieber says. 
"We're sitting here on a little 
speck of dust in this enor
mous spectacular display of 
nature. It's got to be more 
exciting than we think it is." 

Of course, imagination 
can take us in the other di
rection, as well. Maybe vi: 
sions of UFOs and little blue 
men are merely shadowy 
mental reflections of objects 
dangled over cribs when 
these ufologists were infants. 

Strieber says even if the 
visitors turn out to be mere 
mental images - a theory 
he doesn't believe - they 
have expanded people's ex
pectations about the uni
verse. 

" We've got to just let this 
experience sort of roll over 
us," Strieber says. "Having 
an open mind is much 
greater than having a closed 
mind." 

Come to think of it, if a 
strange species of superior 
beings from another planet 
really were here to study us 
lowly Earth creatures, the 
Olmos Basin would be a 
great place to set up their 
headquarters. 

It's a relatively undis
turbed area near the middle 
of one of America's largest 
cities that happens to be sur
rounded by several military 
bases. 

It's within walking dis
tance of a lot of interesting 
resources: the San Antonio 
Zoo, Trinity University, In
carnate Word College, the 
Witte Museum - and that 
earthly wonder of wonders, 
Alamo Heights. • 

Cralg Phelon is Sunday Magazine's story 
editor . 

TAKE TWO 
SPACE PILLS 
AND CALL ME 
IN THE 
MORNING 

W
ith so many people claiming to 
have been abducted by little 
creatures from UFOs, you 
may have strange, haunting 

feelings this has happened to you. 
Then again, you may just want to know 

why these people say they have been con
tacted and you haven't. 

AB you might suspect, many people who 
claim to have made contact with the flying 
saucer crowd say it occurred when they 
were asleep or in a semiconscious state, and 
it took hypnosis to bring memories of the 
encounter to the surface. 

However, a few subtle symptoms are 
common to many of the stories of "visitor 
abductions," according to Ed Conroy, a 
journalist currently investigating the UFO 
phenomenon. 

Of course, these symptoms might be the 
result of much more down-to-earth cir
cumstances, Conroy cautions. In fact, skep
tics would say these symptoms are most cer
tainly not evidence that you've taken a ride 
on a UFO. 

But what the heck, you may be as curi
ous about this stuff as we are and might 
want to be up on some of the alleged com
mon signs of UFO contact. It makes for 
spiffy cocktail chatter, if nothing else: 

MISSING TIME 
You suddenly realize you can't remember 

what you have been doing for the past hour 
or so. Or you're driving your car on a famil
iar road and you find yourself farther along 
the road than you expected to be. You don't 
remember passing familiar landmarks. 

DRIVING INTO FOG BANKS 
On the highway, you drive through a 

mass of fog that seems to last a long time. 
Or a gravel road might appear in the middle 
of the fog and you get a sudden unreasona
ble urge to drive down that road. 

SCARS, RASHES 
Unexplained scars or rashes - espe-

• "UFO Coverup? .. . Live" sirs 
at 8 p.m. today on WOFL-TV and 
WPEC-TV. 

tonight's broadcast of "UFO Coverup? 
. . . Uve" with keen anticipation, 
when two high-level security contacts 
who have supposedly been leaking 
classified information to him over the 
years are supposed to go public. In the 
final days of the first JUCcessful two
term presidency in nearly 3Q years, 
says Bill Moore, "the administration 
bas a unique opportunity to get this 
information out" 

Truman administration for the incom
ing Eisenhower team and describe the 
retrieval or a crashed spacecraft -and 
the remains of four tiny occupants -
from a New Mexico desert in 1947. The 
Army immediately announced it had 
recovered a fiying saucer, only to 
contradict the story the next day, 
identifying the wreckage as a weather 
balloon. 

By Billy Cox 
FLORIDA TODAY 

President Reagan's abiding fascina· 
lion with extraterrestrials turned yet 
another page recently with the publica
tion of "Landslide: The Unmaking of a 
President" The book makes passing 
reference to Reagan having once 
sighted an unidentified flying object, 
and his aides' etrorts to play it down. 

The brief excerpt is illuminating 
only in the context of Reagan's public 
statements during his second term, a 
pattern that includes the president's 
allusions to an "alien threat" In a 
speech before the United Nations In 
1987. Reagan also raised tbe scenario 
of an extraterrestrial invasion wilh 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev in 
1985, with USSR Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze last year, and 
this year at a press conference in 
Chicago. 

With that pattern in mind, a Califor
nia UFO investigator ·i-3 looking at 

"Coverup," a two-hour special be
ginning at 8 p.m. on WOFL·TV and 
WPEC.TV,ls scheduled to take a wide
angle look at the phenomenon, from 
tbe recent controversy over Florida's 
Gulf Breeze sightings to the testimony 
of people who claim they've been 
abducted by aliens. Film footage and 
Interviews with scientists on both sides 
of the subject are set 

Last year, Moore, director or the 
Fair Witne-ss Project in Burbank, 
released copies or the so-<:alled MJ-12 
documents, alleged presidential brief· 
lng papers mailed anonymously to him 
In 1985. The debate over their aulhen· 
Ucity continues. 

The documents were purportedly 
prepared in 1952 by the outgoing 

"Given the time frame this oc
curred, right after the second World 
War, it would've been a completely 
irresponsible act to tell about what we 
had discovered," Moore says. "And 
once that process got started, it just 
perpetuated itself. So now the problem 
is, how do you explain to the American 
public that you've been keeping a 
secret from them for 41 years?" 

Moore says his sources are agreeing 
to talk in hopes of sparking congressio
nal investigations. "None or the infor
mation I've seen would pose a threat to 
national security if it went public," 
Moore says. 

"Coverup" originates rrom Wash
ington and is produced by LBS Commu· 
nicalions, the same group that put 
together "Return of the Tilnntic ... 

cially triangle-shaped rashes - are said 
to be the possible result of probing alien in
struments. 

BLOODY NOSES 
You wake up in the morning with a nose 

bleed even though you're not prone to such 
things. That may be the result of an alien 
probe, some ufologists claim. 

STRANGI CUTS 
Small cuts that don't heal, particularly 

on the right forefinger, may be an indication 
of an alien blood test. Ironically, it also used 
to be considered a sign that the bearer prac
tices witchcraft, Conroy says. 

STRANGE GOUGE MARKS 
Some say they have found little 

spoon-sized hunks of flesh missing, 
especially from the legs. But there is 
no sign of a wound; just a completely 
healed hollowed-out section. 

UNEXPLAINED BRUISES 
Some people, especially women, 

claim their UFO experiences left 
them with bruises on the thighs. 

WAKING IN THE NIGHT 
You wake up suddenly in the 

middle of the night, perhaps after a 
bad dream. You may have dreamed 
you were falling or even dreamed of 
strange creatures. 

FOOTSTEPS IN THE NIGHT 
You hear what sounds like the 

footsteps of children walking across 
the floor, but· no one is there. 

POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS SYNDROME 

Some suspect UFO contact when 
they can think of no other reason for 
suffering this classic psychological 
condition. It includes a feeling of 
disorientation and a hypersensitivity 
to certain things. 

For example, one may become un
reasonably emotional or fearful 
when confronted with a television 
news story about a kidnapping or a 
missing child. 

For more information, you can 
contact the Mutual UFO Network , 
103 Oldtowne Road, Seguin, Texas 
78155; or Whitley Strieber, Apart· 
ment 188, 496 LaGuardia Place, New 
York, NY 10012. 

Of course, if you're seriously con· 
cemed about some strange symp
toms, you should contact a reputable 
medical or mental health profes
sional. - Craig Ph£lon 

Uve" in 1987. Tbe moderator is actor 
Mike "M•A•s•H" Farrell, who has also 
been active in a number of social-issue 
documentaries. 

Among the guests will be Vickie 
Landrum and Betty Cash, victims of 
one of the best medically documented 
UFO cases and the subjects of a 
FLORIDA TODAY series of stories in 
1983. Cash, Landrum, and Landrum's 
grandson, Colby, suffered acute radia
tion burns when their car was blocked 
by a glowing object on a deserted 
highway outside Houston in 1980. They 
also claim they saw more than 20 
military helicopters pursuing the vehi· 
cle. 

Cash has always held tbe govern
ment, not space aliens, responsible for 
her continuing health problems. 

"Before this happened to us, if 
somebody would've told me a story like 
the one I've got. I would've said they're 
ready tor the men in the white coats," 
says Cash, now living in Alabama. "But 
now, aner what happened to me, I'm 
thinking, 'Gosh, maybe lowe all those 
people with all those strange stories an 
apology.' I mean, who am I to judge 
any more?" 
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~ Lizard Man Meets Bigfoot 

~ 
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Lincolnton's George Fawcett, who collects 
information about UFOs, Bigfoot, Lizard Man 

and related phenomena, displays some of his 
memorabilia and plans for a UFO museum. 

Man Keeps Tabs On Strange Events 
LINCOLNTON - George Fawcett reels off 

little factoids about UFOs and Bigfoot creatures in 
a rapid.-fire monotone, as if he were a military 
man g~vmg name, rank and 
serial number. 

Also, "Other people have documented Bigfoot 
creatures getting off UFOs." 

It was that last tidbit, the alleged connection 
between UFOs and Bigfoot creatures, that intro
duced me to Fawcett. " Did you see the movie, 

'Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind'? About 95% of that was 
true. It was based on Project 
Blue Book, an Air Force pro
ject. 

"There are about 150 reports 
a day, worldwide. Sixty-five 
percent are at night, but 35% 
are in broad daylight. 

I wrote a silly piece about the Lizard Man of 
Bishopville, S.C., and then a second column about 
a reported sighting of a similar creature closer to 
Charlotte. Fawcett asked for the names of my 
sources. He wanted to get in touch with them to 
ask questions of his own. ' 

George Fawcett, you see, is this area's expert on 
UFOs, Bigfoot, Lizard Man and related stuff. 

"Only about I 0% of the peo-
ple who see UFOs report them. Allen Here are some more little tidbits we'll call 

factoids: Fawcett, 59, has been a buff 44 years. He 
has a~a~sed 30 file cabinets of clippings, letters, 
and stmllar documents. He has spent $30 000 of 
his own money tracking down and talking to 

And 20% to 30% of the reports Norwood 
can't be explained away. 

"There have been 30 crashes :.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~ 
in si.~ states over 40 years. With bodies recovered. 

Cooper Twp. Man Reports 
UFO Sighting Over 1-80 

Ry Marian Fahr 
Staff Writer 

J\10TUUSI>i\LF. -- Rrightlights 
:m d a large circular a irship fly 
ing nvPr ::m isolated spction of In· 
te rsl:llf" RO W<l S it n lJ FO ? 

The qunsfion is h :-~ unting Tom 
Hynd of Lanse, wt1o saw the ob
ject wl1ill · traveling to work on I· 
80 nt to :"n p .m . Fnday night. He 
s;~ i d fllhe r cnrs traveling that 
section of 1-811 ahead of him had 
aprl ied their hrak(' lights and he 
<~ ssumcs also were looking at the 
airship. 

He would lik~" ;myone who saw 
it or knows what it was to come 
forwnrrl . 

While most people are skep
ti c ::11 about the possib ilities of 
tlf'Os, part icul il rl y from outer 

space. U1e Pennsylvanta Associa
hon for t.hE> Studv of the Unex
plained, t1::1sed in GrePnshurg 
and m 111Je up of voluntt•er sci en · 
list s, engi rwNs and oltl('r profes
sional person s. is iniPr<'stNI. 

St:m (;r,rdfln . din•c·tor , said it is 
very r:ue for a hlirnp to fl y at 
night anr! Goodyenr generally 
notifies him . HI' dlf'C'kf"d with 
Goodyear today and they con
firmed It was not one of their 
blimps, he said. 

But the description given by 
the area resident very much fits 
similar slghtings across the state 
since August 1987, Mr. Gordon 
said . 

Power P.lants, such as the one 
at Shawvrlle, seem to be becom
Ing centers of the strange 

slghtings, he said . The majority 
of UFO sightings can be explain
ed , he added but dozens in the 
state in the past year aftd one ttaU 
have not been as yet. 

While traveling between Kyler
town and the Deer Creek fiond 
bridges crossing over 1-80 in 
Graham Townsnip, Mr . llynd 
said he saw a bright light . 

"I never saw anything tl1 <1 l 
bright in the sky before and it 
was moving toward 1-RO," he 
said. It was around the 1211-m ile 
marker and the object was, he 
estimated, a quarter mile off the 
ground . 

As he traveled to about where 
Moravian Run crosses under tlu• 
interstate, he said he saw tlw 
craft just off to the side of I he 
highway. It was very large, cil
cular In shape and had squnrf" 
windows, he said . 

The object , which tilt('d towarrl 
I-80 when he was ohsNving it , 
appeared t6 have a flat ~. gave 
off a glow and vapor around the 
bottom. It had red aml him~ nr 

people who reported UFOs. and 
weird creatures. 

In 1975, he published a ,paper
back on UFOs. He ha( written 
scads of newspaper pi~, and 
been written about nearly" often. 
Hd founded four UFO ~iza
·tions, including the Tar IDOl UFO 
,Study Group. 

!
e is assistant state director of 
~utual UFO Network, an or
liation of several thousand 
~ who collect and swap infor

..,..tion. For 18 years, he has issued 
~ual reports pn North Carolina 
?Ufi'O ·activity. His 1986 report 
,cltfO'· eight incidents, from such 
~ as Maiden, Shelby and Bes
~I;City. 
(' 1'!o be :honest, I'm a skeptic 
a~t the whole business. But 
'Fa...eett absolutely is convinced. 

· ••feople ask me if I believe in 
UFOs," he said. "I say certainly 
not - but I do recognize they 
exist." 

Well, maybe .... 
Whatever, Fawcett and his col

lection certainly are fascinating. 
Fawcett's mound of memora

bilia, for which he wants to estab
lish a UFO museum, is too mas
sive to digest at one sitting. Since 
it was the Lizard Man that fetched 
me to Fawcett's family room 
down the hill a few shaded block~ 
from the Lincoln County court
house, let's stick to that topic. 

"I still think the young man in 
Bishopville saw Bigfoot," Fawcett 
said. "And other people have doc
umented Bigfoot creatures getting 
offUFOs." 

Fawcett interviewed a woman in 
New Hampshire who told him 
Bigfoot creatures are put out by 
UFOs to scare humans away from 
landing sites. 

The fellow I quoted in my sec
ond Lizard Man column said Liz-

ard Men and UFOs are somehow 
linked, although he wouldn't spec
ulate how. 

Fawcett interviewed several 
people after an · alleged incident 
involving both a Bigfoot creature 
and a UFO. 

"In 1972, in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of Virginia, they were 
followed by a Bigfoot creature. It 
got closer and closer. Just before 
they were about to experience an 
encounter, a UFO came down be
tween them and the Bigfoot." 

Fawcett personally stops short 
of trying to explain the connection 
between UFOs and Bigfoot, or 
Lizard Man. "I don't like the idea 
of trying to explain one mystery 
with another." 

There are a couple of questions 
an admitted skeptic is obliged to 
ask about UFOs and Lizard Men, 
so I did. 

"I don't know where they come 
from," Fawcett said, "and I won't 
guess. 

"They are a threat to national 
security. Some are hostile; some 
are friendly. We're trying to copy 
their technology." 

Fawcett said the "ridicule bar
rier," the jibes and pokes he took 
when he first became interested in 
UFOs, is nearly gone. And a Gal
lup Poll last year explains why: 
Forty-nine percent of Americans 
believe UFOs are real, while only 
30% say they're imaginary. 

Fawcett also said sightings fol
low patterns - and seem to go up 
during election years. "We always 
have a wave at presidential elec
tions," he said with a chuckle. 
"Some people say it's a way to get 
people's minds off politics." 

Well, maybe .... 
Wonder whether the Lizard 

Man of Scape Ore Swamp is a 
Democrat or Republican? 

POST, Glenwood Springs, CO- Oct- 3, 1988 

UFO sightings reported 
By the Glenwood Post 

Two UFO sitings in the Rifle 
area were reported to the . Gar
field County Sheriff's Depart
ment last Thursday. The sitings 
took place at appoximately the 
same time, Sheriff's spokesper
son Pat Davidson said. 

Fern Grant, of Rifle, reported 
that as she was driving 
westbound on Highway 6 and 24 
ncar Rifle at about 9:15 p.m. 
Thursday, she observed a white, 
long, lighted tubular object with 
a red fire ball trailing it. She said 
the object was travelling from 
west to cast at a high rate of 
speed, too fast to be an airplane. 

Grant also reported the interior 
of h~r car lit up at the same mo
ment, Dav.idson said. Grant 
could not be reached for com
mept this morning. 

Deputy Ray Willey, who 

green flashing lights at the re::1r 
The object was so bright that it 

lit up the tree tops , he said . 
Well-defined were what ap
peared to be windows along lhf" 
sides, areas with bright whiiP 
yellow light. 

"I went to work and the guys 
all thought I was cra1.y . l'm 
probably cra7.y for admitting I 
saw it , ' ' he said, but he would likf" 
an explanation . The ohjeel np 
peared much larger thnn a 
helicopter or airplane, he said . 

State police at Milesburg and 
Woodland said they had no 
reports of UFOs Fnday night. 

Mr. Gordon said the 1·80 report 
is very similar to reports the 
center has received ln p:-~st 
months. "A lot of reports arf' of 
very large elongated , football · 
shaped objects." 

The maJority of UFO sightings 
are explamable, he said : bright 
planets, stars. meteors and space 
junk burning up over the stat(' . 

Cambria and Indiana cotml ies 
have had numerous reports. still 

received the report, said another 
Rifle woman, P. Yule, reported 
observing a similar object at 
about the same Lime. 

Willey said he called a 
lineman at the Garfield County 
Airport, Duane Duncanson, who 
said there was no air traffic in the 
area at the Lime of the reports. 
Duncanson also said that on 
Wednesday evening, he received 
a call from an unidentified man 
who said he observed "flares" 
around the airport. 

Commander Dugald Gillis, of 
the U.S. Space Command in 
Colorado Spdngs, said the object 
could not have been the Space 
Shuttle Discovery, which went 
into orbit on Thursday. 

Gillis said the space shuttle 
would not have been visible as 
far north as Colorado, but might 
be observed in Florida or Texas. 

unexplainert. On S('pl . 2, hr sai•l . 
a man was sitting b,Y a pond" hf'n 
an unidentified obJed app,•cnerl 
and hovered ahout. 50 fe,,t off !liP 
ground . The man reporiPrl sce ing 
windows in the craft. 

An area 12-foot in dianH' I" r 
was left with a counter-clock wi sP 
swirl in the grass and samples 
taken at the site are being tesfcd 

There were a numiJ('r of 
reports of large circular ohjeds 
near the Homer City genera tin g 
plant, Mr. Gordon said, adding 
quite often the sightings arc nc:u 
power sources, such as high ·IPn 
sion lines or plants . 

Mr. Gordon asked that anvorw 
who may have seen thP objcct 
along 1-110 contact the ccnl e r al 
1-412-832-3288 or 6 Oak Hill Ave. 
Greensburg, 15601 . 

PROGRESS, Clearfield, PA 

1Nov. 21, 1988 
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Washington County callers report 'fireball' in sky 
By JERRY F. BOONE 
of The Oregonian staff 

An uniden.tified obiect described 
as "a fireball" lighted the sky late 
Sunday night over Washington 
County, according to numerous calls 
to local police agencies. 

The Oregon State Police office in 
Beaverton received about 10 UFO 
sighting calls Sunday night, said Sgt. 
Mel Thomas, a spokesman. 

"Most of the callers described it 
as a red fireball with a red tail, trail
ing smoke and being low on the hori
zon ," he said. 

At 11:05 p.m. , two people reported 
seeing a "very solid light object leav
ing a smoke trail" as it flew about 50 
to 100 feet above the ground from 
near St. Vincent Hospital and Medi-

cal Center to the Cedar Hills area 
before it disappeared, state police 
reported. 

Thomas said most of the reported 
sightings were in the Cedar Mill and 
Aloha areas, but that one was south 
of Beaverton on Interstate 5. 

Jan Paul Dabrowski, director of 
science programs at the Oregon 
Museum of Science and Industry, 
said the reports received by his staff 
"make it sound like what came 
down was a bright fireball ." 

Dabrowski said fireballs "are not 
that unusual .. . but they are rare 
enough that you are lucky if you are 
outside when one falls." 

He questioned reports that the 
fireball was only a few hundred feet 
in the air. saying that such estimates 
are difficult to make even by those 

skilled in observing such things. 
Dick Pugh, who teaches astron

omy at Cleveland High School, said 
that from second-hand accounts, the 
object "sounds like a fireball, which 
is a big meteor." 

Pugh said there had been an unu
sually large number of fireball sight
ings in Oregon this month. "If that's 
what this is, it will be the third in 
the Portland area this month and 
the siXth in Oregdn," he said. 

One of the sightings logged by the 
state police was made by an 
unnamed Washington County sher
iffs deputy, Thomas said, but the 
sheriff's department had no record 
of the report. 

One man, whose name was not 
recorded, called the Washington 
County's central djspatch emergen-

cy number at 11:09 p.m. to report a 
"flaming football-sized object com
ing down" in an area south of the 
Tualatin Valley Highway near !70th 
Avenue. 

There could have been other call
ers whose messages were not logged 
in, said Sherre Calouri, spokeswom
an for the Washington County sher
iff's office. 

" Apparently there were some 
calls to the tower Sunday night, but 
there were no sightings of anything 
unusual by our personnel," said 
Rick Chisholm, chief of the Hillsboro 
Airport traffic-control tower. Details 

· of the reports were not available. 
John Paulson, manager of the 

Federal Aviation Administration 
office at Hillsboro Airport, said no 
reports were received there, and the 
regional FAA office in Seattle also 

had nothing to report regarding any 
sightings of unusual objects in the 
sky. 

The control tower at Portland 
International Airport and the Ken· 
dall Planetarium at the Oregon 
Museum of Science and Industry 
reported no telephone calls about 
the incident. 

Not all reports were identical in 
their description or area. 

A Forest Grove-ar ea man who 
declined to give his name sai d he 
saw a "glowing light" about a foot 
long that stayed about 30 or 40 feet in 
front of his car as he was driving on 
Susbauer Road near the Dairy Creek 
bridge at about 9:30 p.m. Sunday. 

Similar sightings were reportC'd 
in the Bull Mountain area near 
Tigard about a week ago and in 
Clark County, Wash .. last week. 

UFOsAre 
' Out Of 

This World ' 
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Best-selling author tells of contact with aliens 
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I By Daa Cnnnlnaham 
0 CHEYENNE WELLS - No one 
u laughed or argued at what George 
; Green had to say. 
, And he said a lot during a lengthy 
~ talk on UFOs, outer space aliens and 

coming natural disasters. 
en Green spoke on his esoteric sub
en ject matter before an audience of 100 
g;! people in the Cheyenne Wells audi
~ torium Oct . 10. The speech was 

, arranged by a Cheyenne County 
0 fanner who found a mysterious, 
U deep hole on his property about two 
< months ago (See last week's issue .) 
~ Green's talk was timely, because a 
,..... nationwide television program called 
~ "UFO Coverup" aired on indepen-

dent stations throughout the nation 
last Fri. and again on Sun. 

Much of what Green claimed is 
true was also reported on the tv 
show, hosted by actor Mike Farrel. 

Green noted that several books 
have reported humans being exam
ined and probed by aliens who 
abduct people from their cars and 
homes . 

"There are 12,000 contacts going 
on in the world right now between 
people and aliens ," Green said, 
referring to suggestions that aliens 
!repeatedly contact the same ~pie. 

By Sue Carter 
Alumnews Writer 

he author of a book about 
a family's UFO experi
ences told a UW audi 

encc that he has led an extraordi
nary life because of his ct>ntact 
with aliens. 

Whillcy Stricber, author of the 
best seller "Communion: A True 
Story" was one of the guest 
speakers at this summer's Ninth 
Rocky Mountain Conference on 
UFO Investigation, conducted in 
Laramie. Along with internation
ally-known guest speakers, several 
or the 175 registrants spoke about 
their UFO experiences and under
went hypnosis at the conference to · 
help them deal with those expcri-
cnccs. 

Stricher astounded members 
of the audiehce with his tale of 
how he learned to live with fear. 

Several times aliens from 
another planet appeared to him and 
even took him aboard their ship. 
He said he became afraid because 
"we don't know who we arc or 
wh~t is going on." 

The aliens told Striebcr they 
would help him confront his fears 
hut not how they would do it. 

l11e next thing Stricbcr knew 
he was free-fulling from 10 stories 
01hove. When he had J!Otlcn over 

that, he found himself on an 
airplane going through a "near
death" experience. 

Strieber said fear is now a lot 
easier to deal with. 

"Bull knew after that I'd 
never be able.to go back to my 
peaceful existence again," he said. 

During his talk, Strieber 
showed evidence that he was 
contacted and examined by aliens. 
He showed the audience of nearly 
400, slides of his MRI brain scans, 
a more intense type of CAT scan. 
The scans were taken aficr one of 
his more amazing experiences 
with aliens. 

The slides clearly show 
anomalies in his brain, and one 
long white object over his right 
en. 

"'1 rememher a needle going up 
my nose in 1986 and a loud 
crunch," Strieber said. He said the 
long white object in his brain is 
where he receives radio signals 
from the aliens. Yet he still is 
unsure where L11e aliens come 
from . 

According to Stlieber, there 
have been numerous incidents of 
IJFO's appearing on earth and of 
aliens contacting humans in 
verious geographic locations. 

Sllieher rcc011lcd an incident 
that happened to a woman who 
\V\'Ote him that involved a mind 

contact While this woman was 
vacuuming her living room, she 
saw small aliens come in through 
her door. All she remembers of 
their appearance was a mask-like 
face. They asked her to come willt 
them and when she refused, they 
pulled her towards them with their 
minds. She docs not remember 
what else happened to her, only 
that time had elapsed when she 
awoke in her living room. 

Time lapse is typical, said 
Stricber, adding that he believes 
L11e "visitors" are "physically real." 
He said he has been taught how to 
contact the aliens whenever he 
needs to speak to them, and that 
his method will work for anyone. 
However, he cautioned the audi
ence it could take several years 
before the method works, and not 
to attempt it unless they arc 
prepared mentally for what may 
happen. 

According to Stricber his 
method involves relaxing until a 
quiet, meditative state is reached. 
Then he projects his conciousncss 
''To the end of the atmosphere" 
and finally visualizes exactly what 
he wants to happen. 

One man who tried this 
method apparently became "scared 
to death" when aliens actually 
contacted him, Stricbcr said. 

Stricbcr said that meeting with 
aliens h01s made him a different 

person. He said he now keeps an 
open mind and has learned to ask 
questions. 

One of the registrants said she 
has come to every one of the con
ferences because they help her 
deal with her own experiences 
with UFO beings. 

From the time she was a 
young girl in Greeley, Colo., the 
woman, who asked to remain 
anonymous, said she has been 
contacted by aliens. She remem
bers once when she was trying to 
get into her house and a strong 
force field kept throwing her 
backwards. Her mother was 
calling her from the kitchen 
window, but every time she tried 
to cross its path, a violent shock 
kept her from reaching t11c do0r. 
llcr mother never believed her and 
this had always bothered her. 

Now, as an adult. things l,rcr 
disappearing around her house . 
She'll pour a cup of coffee, and 
when she turns around. it's !.!''nr. 
She said she believes this is due 10 

alien contact, but she is not up~rl 

by it anymore. 

Organi7.er of the conf!'rcnn•, 
Dr. Leo Sprinkle, a UW P""tChnln-· 
gist, said he has been aclive in 
UFO research since the I ()(,()s 
when he had a UFO experience . 
II is experience was detailed in 
Ruth Montgomery's hook '"Aii rn~ 
Among Us."~ 

"We know our country (federal 
government) has an ET (extraterres
trial or alien from outer space) in 
New Mexico," Green said. This 
statement was repeated a few days 
later on the tv show, when a 
supposed CIA affiliate said the U.S. 
Government has signed a treaty with 
aliens . However, the tv show said 
the alien was in Nevada. 

But where is the hard proof of alien 
contact? 

Both Green and several witnesses 
on the tv show said the evidence is a sour business deal with an Ameri- •AJiens claim time does not exist 

ld can partner ended up in Green suing as we know it, and earthlinas "are a 
building up all over the wor · the U.S . associate- not Meyer- and I t b I t ~- · t The tv show interviewed two save o our race e s, rel'Crrtng o 
women who were burned by radia- receiving a thousand books that he watches ." 

~ UFO Oub leader rips 
~ 'skeptics as prejudiced 

tion when a distressed hovering craft has gone around the country and "The alien space ships use gravity 
passed over them, escorted by about sold at 529.95 to recover his invest- 1 for power. 
two dozen U.S. Air Force helicop- ment. "The surface of the earth will soon 
ters. On the tv show, Farrell said Meyer shift in a few years, with Colorado 

In that incident, UFO researchers was an "obvious hoax" and that one being pushed a thousand miles to the 
such as Green said the U.S . was of the supposed aliens seemed to be south. 

ft b a well-known Swiss model. "The aliens are stllrting hybrid 
trvin2 to fly an alien spacecra ut G 'd th rth · b · · h th h had a problem. · . . . reen sat . e ea ts . _emg embyros m uman mo ers, t en 

" A colonel was killed while trying 1 vtstted from ahen~ who ongtnate taking them away to develop. But 
al" h" . N ada from a few dozen dtfferent planets. without their mother's love, these 

to fly an ten sp~~ s tp tn ~v The aliens go through the universe hybrid children are dying. 
two ye~ . ago, Green satd of looking for planets that can sustain "The aliens claim that this planet 
another tnct~ent . life, the said, then they " engineer" is designed to accommodate 500 

Gree~ cl81Dled the U · ~· goveJ?~- ~ the planet. million people - but there are now 
m~nt will not tell the pubbc ~bout tts Green claimed that on earth the ten times that many people on earth 
alten cont~ because offi<:tals fear human race is a "biological experi- today. 
mass hystena and .confuston. An· ment that is failing because we are 
other p~blem: the alic:ns supposedly not taking care of the planet.'' 
commurucate tel~athtcally between Aware of the alien presence, he 
themselves and with humans · and I said, the U.S. is proposing its Star 
can place hypnotic controls over W · ct t ard off an alien 
individual humans. ars proJe o w . 

Much of what Green said was . attack not t~e Russtans. But '!'e 
echoed on the tv show . but there system wont w?rk , Green satd, 
was one important disparity. b~cause the altens can control 

For several minutes, Green focus- mmds. . . · lk G 
ed on his visits to a Billy Meyer' a II In ~~-s wtde-rangmg ta ' reen 

Swiss _farmer who .supposedly has a ~e-human races differ because 
been tn contact with outer space · r h · 1 t d 
aliens for years. Green showed slide varym_g a lens . ave mantpu ~ e 

. . , earthhngs genettcally. There ts a 
after sbde of space ships lD Meyer s 5 ecies of eo le in India with blue 
front yard and ~lor photos of all~ s~in Gree~ safd. 
ahen women wtth long blonde hatr . ' 

Green, after his talk, said he had 
invested 530,000 in a book reporting ~he aliens believe the soul is 
on Meyer 's outer space contacts, but 1 immortal. 

•More earthquakes will occur in 
the triangle between San Francisco, 
Las Vegas and Los Angeles. The 
weather will change dramaticallv. 
and there will be mass destruction of 
people. 

•Until recently, the aliens had a 
mother ship with 25,000 people 
aboard on the far side of the moon. 

When Green's talk ended, some in 
the audience related their own 
encounters with UFOs in Cheyenne 
County. But there was no mention of 
contacts with actual aliens. 

As Green talked on and on, about 
a third of the audience walked out. 
But the majority stayed to the ead. 

~ 
U By BILL MERRICK 

00 
Specw to The Upit~ Times 

~ , Are UFO skeptics racist? 
- , Chris Hempowicz thinks they 

.. may be. Leader of the American 
~ UFO Club, a new University of Wis

consin-Madison student group, he 
.,; bristles at implications that UFO 
~ believers are short a few bales in 

the haystack. 
"I believe there are other civiliza

~ tions and other beings," he says. 
"Some people think it's fantasy, but 

; , it's real People who are scared of 
~ 1 themselves don't believe. They are 

.,... scared, prejudiced and maybe rae
, isl" 
~ Hempowiaz started the club be-

.. cause of many area UFO sightings 
; in recent years. He's hoping some
~ one will come forth with a personal 
e-o experience involving U FOs, but so 
...J far he hasn't heard one. 
~ He adds that a friend of his says 
~ she was contacted by aliens and 
< "paid a big price for it in terms of 
u her health. 

"Many people who have experi
ences (with aliens) don't realiZe 

they have them," Hempowicz adds. 
"They may have pushed them into 
their subconscious because it was 
frightening. Others know they have 
had experiences but don't say any
thing because the current climate 
isn't supportive." 

Encouraging people to talk about 
their run-ins with extraterrestrials 
is the main purpose of the club, 
Hempowicz says, and he is quick to 
add that the club doesn't try to con
vince people that aliens exist. The 
subject is only discussed, he says. 

Hempowicz hasn't always be
lieved in UFOs, but for the last 10 
years he's been inspired by the sci
ence-fiction author, Whitley Com
munion, who also claims to have 
been abducted by zealous aliens. 

Though the Midwest seems to be 
ripe for UFO sightings, Hempowicz 
says the real hot spot for space 
buffs is Washington D.C. 

Each year a UFO conference is 
held there, drawing over 500 people, 
Hempowicz says. 

"The people there are very pas
sionate, they really die for il" 

10 



Unidentified object steals across valley sky~ 
By SCOTT REEVES 
Bee staff N._nt_...er _ ______ _ 

super-secret plane in Palmdale, 
would only say that the Stealth 
bomber will be rolled out Nov. 22. 
And the space creatures, if they ex
ist, could not be reached for com
ment. 

Jim Lindholm, a resident of 
Kingsburg, said he believed the ob
ject came from another world. 

but there is no type of aircraft like 
that." 

Roy Yates, a field investigator for 
the Mutual UFO Network, a nation
wide group of volunteers devoted to 
the study of reported sightings, said 
he would check out the incident and 
file a report. 

If you were a space creature who 
li ved a ft:w thousand light-years 
~1 of ~ha or Omega and your 
~ader gave you a soupel.l-up trian
gular spaceship to explore distant 
galaxies. what would be the odds of 
find ing your way to Dinuba? 

Nevertheless. people in the valley 
say they saw something in the sky. 

Bryan Nee!, a resident of north
east Fresno, said he was "so excit
ed" by the object that he forgot to 
load his camera when he spotted it 
about 9 p.m. Wednesday and began 
clicking the shutter. 

"There was a series of red lights 
behind the main object - I'd say 
three lights," he said. "Then they 
went into a V-formation and contin
ued to circle in the direction of 
Fresno.~ "I don't know what to make of it," 

he said. "I'm trying to gather the 
information . . . . UFO reports exist 
and I think it's plausible to assume 
that UFOs may exist, if you mean 
objects that behave in extraordinary 
ways in the sky." 

Some people there and in other 
pans of the San Joaquin Valley be
lieve they were visited by a UFO 
Wednesday night. Others speculate 
that the low-flying, slow-moving ob
ject was the U.S. Air Force's new 
Stealth bomber. 

Lindholm said he and his sister 
followed the object with binoculars 
for about 45 minutes. 

The Air Force isn't talking. Nor
throp Corp ., which is building the 

"I've never seen anything like it 
in my life. " Nee! said . "I wasn't 
scared - I was curious. I'm sure 
there is a logical explanation for it. I 
don ·t think it was a UFO and I don·t 
think we're being invaded.'' 

"I heard a very low rumble- and 
my sister could kind of make out a 
hissing sound." he said. "It was defi
nitelv a low rumble - and it wasn't 
a pl<ine. When it flew in front of the 
moon. there weren 't any wings .... 
I believe it was a UFO - I really do. 
I tried to dismiss it or eliminate it, 

The Stealth bomber, so secret 
that the research and development 
budget is not listed with other mili
tary expenditures, is believed to be 
a triangular flying wing. 

~.UFO sightings in Lemont 
~ Lemont police Sgt. Tom Hess couldn't 

, believe what he saw the night of Friday, 
..., Sept. 23 . This was the type of thing 
~ hysterical kooks call into the station, the 

type of thing he, as a trained observer, 
could explain logically. 

But there was no explanation for this . 
He was looking at an Unidentified Flying 

a, Object . 
- ••r was w1th another officer in a squad 
.... car eastbound on Main Street (in 
~ lemont}, heading toward Route 171," 
w Hess said. " And all of a sudden coming 
~ out of the north I saw a real bright light. 
~ We both caught a glimpse of an oval z shaped object." 
< The bottom half of tne object was 
~ bluish green and the top half a bright 
S white . The entire object was illuminated, 
p.. Hess said. 
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"It entered the clouds," he said, "and 
lit up the entire cloud. It lit up the cloud 
like a lamp," 

The object came closer to the ground 
and made an erratic movement from 
north to south, impossibly fast for an 
normal aircraft, Hess said. Then it 
disappeared behind some trees. 

The police officers didn ' t say anything 
for about 30 seconds. Then Hess said: 
" By the way, I didn ' t see anything and 
neither did you ." 

It was about 10:30 p .m . At roughly the 
same time, in a squad car at Lemont 
Plaza on the other side of town , two other 
officers apparently saw the same object . 

··As I looked up toward the cemetery, 
between two trees I saw a flashing object 
like a spotlight ,' ' said patrolman Mark 
Janusz , 24, of Lockport. He, too, said the 
object lit up a cloud and was bluish green 
on the bottom and white on the top. 

' ·It hovered and then shot straight up, 
and was just gone," he said. " I know it 
wasn't an airplane or anything because it 
made a real swift, erratic movement. '' 

Janusz was relieved when Hess and 
another officer told him that they had 
seen the same thing. 

"I was amazed at what I'd seen," he 
said. " I didn't tell the other guys because 
I didn't want them to think I was a little 
bit off." 

The other two officers who saw the 
UFO could not be reached for comment. 
One had reported seeing the same object 
a week before, on Friday, Sept. 16. Hess 

was in a squad car beside the other 
officer's when he saw the bluish green 
object. 

"He said, 'Look at that! Look at that!" 
Hess recalled . "I didn't see it becauase I 
was facing the opposite way." The UFO' 
apparently came out of the west that 
night he said. 

Lemont Police Chief Don Wiegand, 
though somewhat reluctant to discuss the 
sightings, confirmed that four of his 
officers did report seeing a UFO. He also 
said the officers have good reputations 
and he has every confidence in them. 

"You read about this in the paper all 
the time, " Weigand said, "and now here 
it is ." 

MARK REMALEY, AN INVESTIGA
TOR with the Center for UFO Studies in 
Chicago, said a total of nine people from 
the Lemont and Lockport area reported 
seeing a UFO. AU described the object 
the same way the police officers did, he 
said. 

A large number of sightings in a short 
period of time qualifies as a ''mini-flap,'' 
he said. 

The flap began one unspecified day in 
July . Then there was a sighting - by the 
lemont police officer - on Sept. 16. 
There were six sightings on Sept. 23 and 
one on Sept. 25. 

In July , a man reported seeing a UFO 
at 3 a.m . one morning while he was at 
work east of Lockport . The "blob" of 
light was about half the size of the full 
moon, he said , as he saw it coming out of 
the east . 

After diving and scaring the man by 
coming fairly close to him, the UFO 
pulled up and went north to northeast 
"faster than anything I ever saw," the 
man reported. 

At about 7:45 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 
25, a Lemont woman left her house 
through the back door. She was taking a 
casserole dish to her mother a few doors 
away. 

"I noticed a flash in the sky," she 
reported, ''that I thought was a reflection 
off the aluminum foil covering the dish." 

Then she noticed a disc shaped object 
moving from east to west across the 
evening sky. It was not a spotlight but it 
moved incredibly fast. The UFO stopped 
and hovered in a clearing before flying 
away, she said. 

After the publication of the UFO photos from "A Believer" a few weeks 
qo, The Sentinel received four more polaroid photos from him. We sent 
the first four to Dr. Bruce Maccabee who uld Tuesday he has looked 81 
the photos but can't betin a formal investiption without knowin1 pre
cisely when and where they were taken. 

Remaley said the center for UFO 
studies tries to explain such objects 
logically, as natural phenomena. In more 
than 95 percent of the cases , they can do 
just that. 

" But this one, I don't know, " he said. 
"there 's too many strange things in this 
case." 

The witnesses, particularly the police 
officers, are all very credible, he said. 

That's not always the case. As might 
be expected, the center gets its share of 
crank calls. 

Remaley cited the case of a woman who 
called him to report a UFO hovering over 
her house. He asked her how she knew it 
was a UFO, and she told him that ''UFO" 
was printed on the bottom of the thing. 

ASKED WHY THE UFO SEEMED to 
be attracted to the Lemont-Lockport area , 
Remaley said he had two thoughts. 

"They - if you'll pardon the expres
sion - seem to like empty areas." While 
the Lemont-Lockport area isn't exactly 
empty, he noted that there are a large 
number of forest preserves and open 
area. "They don't seem to hang around 
populated areas," he said. 

Another explanation he considered is 
Argonne National Laboratory, which 
might be high-tech enough to interest 
extraterrestrial visitors. Officials at 
Argonne declined to discuss ·the matter, 
Remaley said. 

He hopes more reliable sources will 
provide information on the UFO. Those 
with information should contact the 
Center for UFO Studies at (3121 271-3611. 
All sources are guaranteed anonymity. 

"We are not here to prove or disprove 
any one theory," Remaley said, "but to 
extract all the basic information available 
from each report and put it into a 
coherent and easily accessible form ... '' 

"If it turns out that UFO's really are 
alien spacecraft, fine. If it turns out that 
they are some new or uncategorized 
atmospheric phenomenon, equally fine. " 

Any explanation would be a surprise to 
police officer Mark Janusz. Said he: "I 
don 't expect to ever see anything like that 
again in my life." 

(ll 
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Reports of 
UFO sighting 
investigated 

~ c CHILTON - Calumet County 
o ~ authorities are watching an uniden
~ .... tified object in the sky . 
1 ~ According to Calumet County Law 
u Enforcement Lieutenant Jeff 0

0
) ~ Williams, the sheriff's department 

.1-J received an anonymous call at 2 
..... ~ a.m. Thursday that there was a 
c u foreign object in the sky. 
~ The object, Williams said , is in the 

southeast part of the sky, quite 
high and white like a normal star, 
and was moving, 

~ but not blinking. 
N Williams looked through binocu

lars at the object, but said he 
couldn't get a good view because of 

tll'c3itsdistance 
[;a 0 from him. He was not able to see the 
~ object Thursday evening due to 
E-< cloudy conditions. 

"It could be anything, a weather 
balloon, a UFO, a star, or even an 
airplane, but it was moving ," 
Williams said. 

Dale Voskuil, a Chilton High 
School science teacher, said the 
object could be a planet. 

I'!) 

til 
The bomber is believed to be in- :J 

visible to radar and may have the ~0 
ability to fly silently at low levels. A n 
mock-up of what some believe the :J> 
plane will look like appears in a car 

1 
advertisement. but the des1gn and 
capabilities of the new atrcraft are ;? 
classified. n 

"I really can·t discuss the details 
of the program." Tony Cantafio. a ~ 
spokesman for the Northrop Corp. ~ 
in Los Angeles. said Thursday. ~The 
Air Force says it will unveil the ~ 
plane on November 22 and will co 
make its first flight sometime alter 
that." n 

A spokeswoman at Castle Air ~ 
Force Base in Atwater said there ~ 
were no military planes in the area 
of the sightings Wednesday night. .-< 
She said Edwards AFB, Vandenberg ~ 
AFB and the Air National Guard in l'!l 

Fresno also reported no activity at til 

that time. A spokesman for Lt·
moore Naval Air Station said all 
military planes h<ld landed by ~ : l:J 
p.m. Wednesday. 

Ken Hyman, plans and proce
dures specialist at the Fresno Air 
Terminal, !>aid the airport radar 
picked up no unu~ual activity. 

"But we've bee n getting calls, 
too," Hyman said. "! wouldn 't buy 
the Stealth theorv. If the A ir Fon.:e 
wanted to test "it, they wouldn ' t 
want anyone to know about it, so 
why fly around Fresno where every
one could ~ee itT' 

Marlene Morris, a resident of 
North Fork, a small lumber town in 
the Madera County foothills, said 
she saw "three huge lights~ on an 
object that appeared to be "hun
dreds of feet long" move across the 
sky. 

"I was amazed - and somewhat 
frightened," Morris said. "When I 
realized whatever this was was 
moving away, it didn 't bother me. 
Hut when it was coming back, I felt 
it had to be something that our gov
ernment was doing. It was definite
ly a motor sound - nothing eerie 
like something from another world, 
although I still think that's possi
ble." 

Kent Holcomb, a Dinuba pollee 
officer and a private pilot, said he 
saw -several sets~ of strange tights 
in the sky about I I p.m. Wedne'>
day. 

·The lights were quite a distance 
from each other, but moved in the 
same way in perfect formation -
like the lights were somehow con
nected, but they couldn 't have be
cause they were too far apar1," Hol
comb said. "It made very little 
noise, if any. I would guess it was 
flying a t an altitude of 5,000 to 
10,000 feet." 

Holcomb said the object moved 
ve1y slowly and estimated its speed 
at no more than I 00 mph. or slower 
than the small planes he !lies. 

"I'm not ruling a UFO out, but I'm 
:-.keptical," he said. "I believe it was 
some military-type thing. Based on 
my experience. I'm putting my 
money on the Stealth bomber. Hut 
I'm curious about this. If it was a 
military operation, why fly over Di
nuba? It was there for :M to 40 
minutes. Maybe they wanted to see 
if they would get a reaction out of 
the general populace." 

Laura Hardwick and her hus
band. Thomas, said they stepped 
out of their house at about 10: 15 
r.m. after hearing a report of the 
flying object on a police scanner. 

She desclibed the object as tria n
gular with four other objects 
trailing it. Her husband said he 
thought it was a blimp becaus...: it 
moved slowly. 

" I was amazed," he said. •J was in 
awe just trying to figure out what it 
wa-;. ~ 
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Rocky Creek told the Sheriffs De
pllrtment they had seen Blackston
like UFO's that night. That week, the 
department was turned into a regular 
clearinghouse for UFO information. 
According to Morris, 50 or 60 calls 
were logged in on UFO inquiries, and 
<11e woman telephoned from Louisi
ana saying she had seen Blackston's 
light-ship crossing the state line. 

The Sheriffs Department is taking 
the UFO sightings with a grain of salt, 
and Morris leans toward the theory 
that customs agents were looking for 
drugs in the fi elds surrounding 
Lucedale. 

"If it's Customs looking for drugs, 
they're not going to teU us, " Morris 
said. 

<i ~ ~ t:: E v ."' -;: E BiU Massengale , a supervisor at 
ui ~ t5 a :0 ~ § ~ v . the U.S. Customs office in Gulfport, 
::i u "'- t! ~ 00 ;:::s ..c 5 ] said his agency does run air searches 
v g ~ a S rri ~ ~ "' out of its Belle Chasse, La., office. 
-5 J :U ~ -5 ~ ll E ~ ~ ~ustoms uses helicopters with 1 mil
.5 .., u; "' :::~ ~ ~ Ef ~- lion candlepower lights that can blind 
v a3 ~ § ~ '5' 8. fr:.C.~ a man as though he were looking into 
-g ~ 0 'Rj ~ E S ~ ~ ~ the sun. 
~ : §;:' .5 u 5 ._9 ~= ~ -5 _"T~~y t:l_I_us to not even look at the 
c.s _. .., ooui "' "' ·B ::::1 u >- thmg, Mass~ngale satd. . 
v ·- ..c :.§ ::i .... ::g § ::o 3! ·-g; But Gary Carpenter, supervisor at 

_g § 3 ~ .., ~ J;J-; 1i . ~f'-8 Belle Chasse's air operations wing, 
-~ :U 8 ~ v 8 Cil ~ § ~ ~ said no Customs agents were search
.§ ~ ~ _ffi "' :..:: Jl ] ~ -o ~ ing near Lucedale that night. 
'C tl o.a:lll ~ ~ ~ -~ E Sheriff's Department dispatcher 

Linda Davis, tongue planted securely 
in cheek, thinks the recent UFO 
sightings may be part of ritual revisi
tation. Davis noted that UFOs made a 
big splash in Pascagoula 15 years ago 
when Charles Hickson garnered na
tional attention after claiming he was 
picked up and examined by aliens. 

"Maybe they come back every 20 
years," she said. "Maybe they come 
back to Mississippi to visit." 

But another man, who did not want 
to be identified, thought the idea of 
turning Lucedale into some sort oi an 
alien airport was yet another subtle 
slur against a state that is sometimes 
touchy about its image. 

"We've got a bad reputation," he 
said. "People think all we are is a 
bunch of crazy rednecks, and no
body's going to believe us anyway. 
Like, maybe these alieas are not so 
worried about being seen down 
here." 

While most people are looking to 
the sky for explanations, Jed Dorsett, 
owner of the Coffeepot restaurant in 
downtown Lucedale, is thinking more 
about the drinking water in Basin. 

"Sounds like a little swamp water 
and home brew," Dorsett said. '·] 
think the water's tainted down there. 
I didn't see nothing." 

Morris is not denying that Black
ston saw somet hing, and Kenny 
Woods, who lives within a mile of 
Blackston, said he also had seen si
lent, fast-moving objects skimming 
the trees near his home. But Woods , 
34, didn't think the sightings were 
worthy of attt>ntion. 

"I see things in the sky around her_. 
aU the time. " he said. " I don't kno ·.-, 
what it would be. It don't make no 
racket. I don't think it's a jet going 
across, but whatever it is, it's fast. " 

Gerry Williams, who also lives near 
Basin, is 66 and at the age where 
"you're supposed to see things." But 
she was outside at the time Blackston 
spotted the UFO and didn't see 
anything. 

"Didn't see it. Wouldn't tell you if I 
did, " she snid with a laugh. "I've al
ways wanted to sec one, but I uon't . 
want one of those little fellers to take 
me by the hand." 

Williams did hear what she thought 
was a "odd-sounding plane" or small 
gyrocopter that night. 

"Nothing but a fool would be out in 
it gyrocopter at night. '' she said. "But 
there's a lot of fools out there." 

Blackston, who is now the only 
name connected with the incident and 
a reluctant celebrity because of arti
cles in local newspapers, wants to 
forget his UFO. 

For more than a week now, he has 
been the object of teasing and ridicule 
at work nnd wants things to return to 
normal. He doesn't discount the pos
sibility of life on other planets , but he 
doesn't plan to spend his life ttying to 
find out if his UFO was from another 
world. 

"I like a quiet life," Blackston said. 

CR: B. Clendenon 

MISSISSIPPI PRESS, Pascagoula, KS - Oct. 12, 1988 

Men 'taken aboard' 15 years ago 
By DON BROADUS 
Miasia8ippi Press Staff 

Fifteen years ago today, 
the lead headline in The 
Mississippi Press 
proclaimed,· "P as men 
'forced' aboard UFO here." 

Charles Hickson and Calvin 
Parker, then 45 and 18, said 
they were fishing the night 
before on the west bank of the 
Pascagoula River at an 
abandoned boatyard (now 
Colle Towing) when a 
"spacecraft" appeared 
behind them and robot-like 
creatures floated toward 
them from the craft which 
hovered just above the · 
ground. 

As the creatures took them 
by the arm , Parker passed 
out, but Hickson said he was 
floated aboard the brightly 
lighted craft where a 
football-shaped instrument 
passed over the length of his 
entire body which seemed to 
be suspended in mid-air. 

ALE PHOTO SHOWS Charles Hickson near site of UFO encounter 
which is located on the West Bank of the Pascagoula River just south 
of the U.S. 90 drawbridge 

Hickson said after the 
examination by the aliens , he 
was floated back to the pier 
and deposited beside Parker, 
who may or may not have 
been taken aboard the craft . 

No one apparently saw the 
craft land beside the 
Pascagoula River but there 
were many reports of UFO 
activity in the Pascagoula 
area on the night of Oct. 11 , 
1973. The reports continued 
for several days . 

Pascagoula and virtually 
disappeared from public 
view. 

Hickson, on the other hand , 
became somewhat of a 
celebrity , appearing on 
national TV talks shows, be
ing interviewed by man y 
national and international 
publications and co-authoring 
with William Mendez a book, 
Pascagoula UFO, based on 
his story. 

Some hours later , after 
heatedly debating what to do , 
Parker and Hickson told their 
stronge story to the Jackson 
County Sheriff' s Office and 
later to officials at Keesler 

Despite the fact that 
Hickson and Parker 
submitted to and passed lie 
detection tests , and their 
story stood up under hyp
nosis , there were many 
non-believers . 

Hickson was employed at a 
small boatyard 15 years ago. 

Others were convinced that 
a UFO landed in Pascagoula. 

He still works in his trade 
today , commuting from 
Gautier, where he lives now. 
to Mobile. 

AFB . Parker soon left 

HERALD, Hancock, NY - Nov. 30, 1988 CR: J. Clark 

Hickson was more than 
mildly interested when three 
persons reported they saw 
UFOs last Thursday night. 

" There is a lot of (UFO ) 
activity around now ," 
Hickson said. ''Th ere is a 
woman in the Escatawpa 
area who is in almost cons
tant contact. '' 

Local UFO Stories 
Being Investigated 
Apparently we have not heard family at home, near 8tarrucca, 

the last word on the reported UFO the w i tne sse s' 17 year old 
sightings over Lake Como at the daughter and a friend drove to 
beginning of the month . Starrucca, and observed the object 
According to an article in the themselves . It appeared to be 
W a y n e I n d e p e n d e n t , t h e scanning the ground below with a 
Pennsylvania Center for UFO large searchlight. As the car 
Research is investigating the passed the field, the radio abruptly 
reports. stopped. 

Dr. Paul Johnson, director of Meanwhile, the object was 
the Center, has put together the observed again over the home of 
following account of encounters the original witness. She and her 
for Wednesday, November 9, in 23 year old daughter watched it 
Wayne and Susquehanna counties. pass over their home at an altitude 

'The encounters began around of less than 100 feet 
7:00 p.m ., says Johnson, in At about 8:30 a Lake ·como 
S~sq.uehanna County. A ~oman resident and his father saw a large, 
d~vmg west on Ro~te 492 m New orange ball of light several miles 
Milford began havmg car trouble .north of their home, At first it 
near the Interstate 81 overpass. made a jet like sound, but after a 
Seconds later she heard a few seconds the noise ceased 
whistling sound _abov~ the ~:"'· "I Aftger several minutes the light 
l<>?k~ out my s1~e ,w•!ld~w , she dropped below the tree line and 
sa1d, and saw this thing . It ha~ ,disappeared. 
swooped down over my car, and lt Other residents claim the object 
was huge and moved very slow, ' . S . 

aybe only 10 to 15 miles per was a Jet. tlll others say th~t they 
m ,. . . . . . _ have been told a large helicopter 
hour .. 'The Witness s_aJd pos•?-vel_y with a searchlight is traveling 
that. It was not a ~ ~et, saytn~ _1t through the area at, night. The 
rem1~ed her of a nver barge m purpose of these nocturnal visits is 
the arr. . . \unknown. 
~he descnbed the obJect as ' Anyone with additional UFO 

bemg flat bottomed, an~ abqut 65 information can call Dr. Paul 
feet long and 40 feet Wlde. ~ere J 0 h n s 0 n D e p art me n t of 
were 30 or 40 red and green lights . ' . . 
underneath the object. The craft qtem1stry, Duquesne Uruverst_ty, 
glided slowly away at tree top P1ttsburgJ;t. Pa. 15282. A hotlme 
level · number 1s (412) 823-1834, and 

After telling her story to her Dr. Johnson's work number is 
(412) 434-6615. 

HERALD, 

UFO Or Jet? 
Tune In Later 

Hancock, NY - Nov. 16, 1988 
Barracks investigated the 
sightings. Some of the witnesses 
involved received phone calls 

Pennsylvania State Troopers 
received at least three calls from 
Pennsylvania residents repo~ a 
UFO sighting on Wednesday, 
November9. 

According to one Lake Cmno 
observer, three members of bi:a 
family saw a "ba.ll of fire" pan 
over the Village during the early 
evening. Others reported a strange 
object hovering in midair for 
some time, before taking off with 
a roar. They described the object 
as having "no tail or wings". 

Corporal William Ace of the 
Honesdale State Troopers 

from people interested in UFO 
sightings, including one professor 
from Penn State. 

According to others, however, 
the object was a jet, flying at 
"treetop level", with its landing 
lights on and landing gear' down. 
Eyewitnesses in both Lake Como 
and Lakewood described the jet, 
saying they believed the plane to 
be in trouble and waited, but 
heard no crash. Many people in 
the area heard what sounded like 
an airplane coming in for a 
landing at approximately 7:00 
p.m. 

On the following Saturday at 

Hickson was interviewed 
by a Mobile television station 
Monday night for airing on 
the anniversary . 

" I got a lot of telephone 
calls today from friends 
around the country ," Hickson 
said Tuesday night. " I used to 
go back to the site (where the 
abduction occurred ) on the 
anniversary but it's been 
fenced ... 

"Something keeps pulling 
me back there . I've thought 
about it all day ... " 

NEWS JOURNAL, Pensacola, FL 
Nov. 22, 1988 CR: R. Reid 

Gulf Breeze men report 
UFO close encounter 

Two drivers along U.S. Highway 98, 
roughly two miles east of Gulf Breeze, 
reported seeing what they said was a 
UFO around 10:45 p.m . Monday. 

James Larkin of Gulf Breeze said he, 
his brother and a friend , saw a UFO 
hovering about 25 feet above the 
treetops. The object was about 12 to 13 
feet in diameter and it stayed in the air 
about 30 seconds and then disappeared. 

Another man, who refused to give his 
identity, reported a similar sighting at 
the same time. 

Gulf Breeze has been the scene of 
scvt>ral reported UFO sightings since 
last November. 

CR: J. Clark 
5:00 p.m., one family in Poyntelle 
saw an unusual light in the sky 
over Lake Lorain Golf Course 
which remained stationary for 
some time before vanish ing 
abruptly. 

The question of what the 
Pennsylvania residents actually 
saw in· the night sky on November 
9 and 11 may never be 
understood. No official 
explanation of a jet airplane in 
trouble has been offered . 
However, one of the original 
eyewitnesses has described an 
unusual amount of jet activity , 
consisting of "at least 50 planes" 
on the night following the 
reported sightings . 
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FOREIGN NEWS 
NEWSLETTER, Stafford, 

what are they? 
THE UFO phenomenon has 
probably hit the headlines 
more times in the past year 
than any since the Seventies. 

Sighting after sighting has 
been made by sane. honest 
and reliable witnesses. caus
ing such concern that a local 
MP has requested govern
ment ministers to look into 
the matter. 

Stafford MP Bill Cash is 
still awaiting results of 
enquiries made to Roger 
Freeman at the ministry of 
defence before the parliamen
tary recess. 

An official account of what 
was seen by a number of 
different people in various 
different locations in May this 
year over Stafford will no 
doubt be interesting. Is it 
really an otherworldly visitor 
or the top secret American 
Stealth F-19 fighter? 

The likelyhood, of course, 
is that Venus, refuelling 
operations or simply a night 
time aircraft will be given as 
explanations. 

But surely there's much 
more to it than that. Since 
August 1987, according to 
British UFO Research 
Association statistics, more 
than 1,000 sightings have 
been documented around 
Britain - treble the usual 
number. 

Staffordshire has witnessed 
a number of strange objects in 
the sky which no one so far 
has come up with any explai
nation for . 

In August last year, Marga
ret Hamer from Burton 
Road, Woodville arrived 
home from Burton at about 
6pm. She let the dog out into 
the back garden and was con
fronted with a vertical row of 
lights in the sky at about a 45 
degree angle. 

The red and orange lights 
made a cigar shaped object 
which began to move away 
slowly followed by a seperate 

set of lights accompanied by a 
low rumbling sound. 

After watching this for 
several minutes, the lights 
veered off towards slowly 
Burton. Another sighting was 
made over Abbots Bromley 
the following month by a 
Uttoxeter man and his father . 

Dominic Goodwin and his 
father James were driving by 
Baggot's Wood. "My father 
suddenly shouted 'what on 
earth's that,' and I looked up 
and saw the underneath of 
what looked like a strange 
triangular shaped craft." said 
Mr Goodwin. "It was moving 
very slowly. almost station
ary. 

"I wound down my 
window and there was no 
noise at all. It slowly banked 
over to one side. The under
neath had lights which were 
pulsing in sequence and on 
each point were large strobe 
lights. It moved away then 
towards Abbots Bromley." 

In May, Eileen Ballard. 
from Fernwood, Stafford, 

~;pes t':~ile ~~~ w~1~iat~f:i~~ 
late at night in a neighbour's 
~r~~~~~. with four of her 

"We were standing in the 
garden when two spot lights 
came through the sky towards 
us. They banked over and 
went into side by side forma
tion, one above the other, and 
flew very slowly across the sky 
without any noise at all. 

"There were a lot of lights 
underneath, red and green 
around the edge with lots of 
others within that. I was in 
the RAF for four years myself 
and if these weren6t planes." 

The appearance of Mrs 
Ballard's sketches of what she 
and her friends saw in the 
Newsletter provoked a 
number of responses from 
various other people who had 
seen the same thing. 

some said they might be 

VC-IOs, but aviation enthusi
ast Enid Turner from Uttox
eter said: "I would know a 
VC-10 if I saw it . VC-IOs are 
pretty big and heavy and they 
make a lot of noise. These 
were low, slow and very 
quiet." 

Mrs Turner said she saw 
the mystery craft appear over 
her garden hedge, very low. 
silent and with a lot of bright 
lights. A number of other 
people in the town had also 
seen it but were afraid to 
speak up, she said. 

Reports also came in from 
Penkridge of clusters of red 
and orange lights on the same 
night. Monday, May 16. 
which moved very suddenly 
from one place to another and 
sightings were also made in 
Wolvcrhampton. 

Mr Cash's appeal for infor
mation to present to the 

:~~:t;~p~~~su~~r':a~~.mber of 
Joan and Michael Acocks 

of Hillcote Hollow, Stafford, 
actually saw a similar UFO 
which appeared and disap
peared in exactly the same 
position several times. 

"We were just on the way 
back from a stroll on the 
Monday night and we saw 
two 1riangular shapes hover
ing over some trees . They 
were lit up but somehow they 
didn't seem solid objects. 

"I stood there looking, but 
all of a sudden it just disap
peared. I stood there for a 
while and then it reappeared 
again exactly as before in the 
same place. What struck me 
more than anything was that 
it was absolutely silent." 

Another witness. Elaine 
Willacy of Harrowby Street, 
Littleworth, had a look at the 
objects through binoculars 
with two neighbours. She 
described an amazing array of 
lights. complete silence and a 
feeling that someone inside 
the craft was watching her. 

The sightings in May also 
prompted a number of 
reports from people who had 
seen UFOs similar to the 
triangular obJects years 
before, but had been afraid to 
say anything. 

Carole Goodwin. from 
Weeping Cross. Stafford. 
wrote in to say the sketch was 
exactly the same as one she 
had made in Spring 1981 after 
seeing something in the sky 
over Brocton . 

"I stopped the car and got 
out and saw this thing which 
had flashing blue and red 
lights in the sky." she said. ''it 
wasn't moving. so I sketched 
it and then it just disappeared . 

"It didn ' t fade or move 
away, one second it was there. 
the next it was gone." 

David Myatt. from Mar
ston House Farm. Church 
Eaton. also reported having 
seen the objects in 1981. "I 
saw it just outside Brocton ," 
said Mr Myatt. 

" I was in my car when I 

e Mystery revisited ... Reg 
Morgan and Gloria HaD 
with the burned IH1'ihes 

looked up and saw it and 
stopped. It was about 50 feet 
in the air, completely motion
less and completely silent. 
There were lots of lights 
around it and I got out of the 
car and stood underneath it 
for 15 minutes. " 

More recently, a large UFO 
about 30 feet across and enve
loped in a gaseous cloud was 
seen by Reg Morgan and 
Gloria Hall returning to 
Stafford late at night over the 
edge ofCannock Chase. 

" It was a circular object 
about 30 feet in the air with a 
gaseous cloud around it. 
Some of it seemed to touch 
the ground aswell. overhang
ing a hedge. The cloud was 
ftourescent and glowed red 
near the ground. 

" We saw it for a few 
seconds and then it disap
peared and then reappeared a 
short distance away. We were 
both very shocked," said Mr 
Morgan . 

Even more interesting was 
that this UFO actually left 
physical traces on the hedge 
which was badly burnt in one 
semi circular patch. 

So, why so many in the past 
year and particularly in 
Staffordshire? National coor
dinator for BUFORA, Jenny 
Randals put forward several 
theories. 

"There have been an awful 
lot over the past year - 520 
last year. due almost entirely 
to the last few months and 
662 so far this year. 

"UFO reports go in cycles. 
We've noted that the seventh 
year in every decade is always 
significant. In 1947. it all 
really began with a sighting in 
Staffordshire when a silver 
craft was seen at Ranton. 

"There were also a lot in 
1957. which was also the time 
Sputnik went up. and 1967 
was Britain's great wave year 
for UFOs, particularly in 
Staffordshire. May 1977 also 
saw an enormous wave of 
reports, so we were sort of 
anticipating something. 

"There could be a real cor
relation with sunspots 
because they increas.: electri
cal activity which could 
account for a lot of UFO 

'lif'.;~·e~~~t~~~~ · UFO report-
ing, as opposed to sighting. 
which is a social thing. and 
goes in waves of media 
interest. 

"The climate of credibility 
goes up and last year there 
were a couple of books and 
lots of reports." 

But BUFORA work from 
the premise. surprisingly. that 
nine: out of ten sightings have 
a conventional explaination. 

That sounds somewhat 
fishy since the UFO investiga
tion industry is famous for its 
political infighting and splits 
between groups all suppo
sedly interested in the same 
thing. 

Often. it seems. what they 

Report by Barry Heafield 
YORKSHIRE EVENING PRESS, York, England- Sept. 14, 1988 

really want IS to get hold of 
information first which can't 
be in any common interest of 
actually discovering what 
they an:. 

At the same time, the police 
never ever reveal details to the 
casujil enquirer about a UFO 
sighting and will frequently 
deny they have received 
details even when witnesses 
say they have provided them. 

So the mystery continues. 
It's highly unlikely, in actual 
fact, that very many UFO 
sightings have real conven
tional explainations. Those 
given above are perfectly 
good examples, though other 
phenomenon are recorded 
like time lapse. 

Often witnesses will swear 
they saw a UFO at such and 
such a time and then suddenly 
find that several hours have 
elapsed when it only seems 
like a few minutes. 

NEWSLETTER, Stafford, England- Sept. 9, 1988 

CHASE 'NOTORIOUS FOR SIGHTINGS' 

Glowing UFO 
shock for pair 
THE British UFO Research 
Association is to look into 
claims of a mysterious object 
seen on the edge of Cannock 
Chase. 

It was sighted by Reg Mor
gan and Gloria Hall who were 
on their way back to their 
Little Haywood homes from 
an evening Gingerbread 
group meeting in Cannock. 

Mr Morgan, a plant opera
tor at Rugeley B Power 
Station, said the UFO sud
denly appeared in front of 
them just after they crossed 
over Wheatman's Bridge 
about 30 feet up in the air. 

"Gloria was talking to me 
and then she sort of went 
quiet," said Mr Morgan, "I 
looked up in the air and said 
what the dickens is that? 

"It was a circular object, 
about 30 feet up and 30 feet in 
diameter wiih a gaseous cloud 
around it. some of it seemed 
to touch the ground as well, 

overhanging a hedge. 

"The cloud was sort of 
fluorescent and near the 
ground, it had an infra red 
glow. The hed&e now looks 
crumpled as if 't's starting to 
die." Mr Morgan said both of 
them were very shocked. 

"It left us both with a very 
queer sensation, and we were 
unsettled for some time. 
Neither of us heard any noise 
at all or any wind and none of 
the bushes or trees were 
blown about . 

"We saw it for a few 
seconds and then it disap
peared and them it reappeared 
a little bit of a distance away 
across the -f'Oild. I couldn't 
believe it at the time. We 
stopped after the bridge to 
regam our senses." 

National co-ordinator for 
the British UFO Research 

~~~~~~~~~~kntha'!:ni~al! 
notorious spot for sightings, 

and it does sound like the sort 
of case we would like to look 
into. 

"The bit about the bush is 
very interesting, the more so 
because it might provide a 
direct corrolation. 

"We would like to get a 
scientific examination of the 
remains and we'll certainly be 
following it up." 

Mr Morgan said he 
immediately informed the 
police at Great Haywood . 
"They didn't seem particu
larly surprised by it," he 
added. 

"The UFO left us both with 
a very funny feeling - disbelief 
and shock at what we had 
seen. Neither of us had had 
anything to drink at all . 
nothing alcoholic. 

"It made us both think . 
Why were they there. what 
kind of people were they in 
the UFO and where do they 
come from?" 

CR: T. Good 

BURY ~:r. ~ . E;])~t:ONDS LEADER, Suffolk, England Oct. 4, 1988 
THE MINISTRY of Defence 
has been notified of the 
reported sighting of an 
unidentified flying object 
over Knaresborough. 

"0 Chief lnsp David Lodge, said 
g police were notified of the 

(..!) 8ighting by Mrs Lynne Bentley, 

Mystery object 
seen over town llil~i~:ll•§~w •.. !~~g .... f3aucer' 

of Spitalcroft Green. 
e-: He said the object appMJ"ed to 

be a slow-moving black dish· 
~ ahaped object which moved 
u without making a 10und. 

Chief Insp Lodge confirmed 
that, in line with uaual police 
policy, the .llrfini.t.ry of Defence 
bad been told of the reported 
sighting so they could in· 
vestil!'ate further if neceti88.TV . 

Mrs Bentley said abe wu 
convinced the object was not an 
aeroplane. 

She added: "I have no idea 
what it waa, but I have no 
reason to believe it waa Mar
tians." 

Mrs Bentley believed the 
object could, possibly , have 
been a "weather" balloon op. 

erated by the Meteorological 
Office. 

"I don't think it was likely to 
have been anything weird. I'm 
a sane 10rt of person." 

Mrs Bentley said she in
formed police of the sighting 
because abe waa hoping they 
would find a rational 
explanation. 

A BOY is claiming be saw an unidentifil'd 
flying object land in a ricld at the rear of 
his home. 

Eleven-year-old Peter To11ham says h1· 
saw the mystery objt•cl with purple, ~n·en 
and rt"d rlashing lights as he watch1·d I rum 
the rear of his bedroom in l'ornham All 
Saints one evening. 

The following day wh1·n h1• w1•nt In in
vestigate in lht· rield, l'l'ter lnurul th1• 
spooky sight of an SO-metre wid1· rin~ of 
sugar beet which had been scorched. 

("') 

"I'm sur!' it was a fl .vinJ: saun•r", said ~ 
l'l'll'r, who lives at ( "1·st ( ·a. Tut II ill. 

"Whil1· I was watchin~ it llash1·d a hug<! ' 
white light lik1· a massive camera whil'lt C'l 
was about th1· siz1• nl a li1·ld," Ill' add I'd . 0 

Now Ill' is hu~.\· trying In t·nnvint·e &, 
l'las~mall·s in th1· thin! .V l'ar at Wt·sth·y 
Middlt• SduH>I that what h1· ~aw "a" a 13 
llyinJ: ~aun·r. 

lit• said: "Tht·y 1lun't hl'lil'\'1' mt· hut I 
know what I saw. I shall nl'\'<•r lni'J..\<'1 it. " 
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ANDREW STEPHEN 

Riddle of the 
perfect rings 

time co rctu.nl to LoDdon 
co decide the next pbMC of 
our iDWitiptioa. 

Later, thou&h, I took the 
precautioa ol talkiDa to a 
wider raqe ol people. To 
the wife of a farmer, wbo 
toki me that 13 cUclel bad 
p-adually a~ over
Diabt 011 their 800 acra. It 
- very, very ltJ'IDit, and 
tiiiKhiDI like it bad ever 
bappeDed d . three 
puaatioaa ~ farmiDI 
there. 

0r to I helpful Army Air 
Carpi ofticer. wbo aid be 
bad Mal the cirda &om 
beJicopten aod fOUDd them 
'tocalJy mysterious •. addina 
that be would be 'mOlt 
iDtaated' if I could abed 
aay Iicht 011 what wu bap-
pcD.illa. 

Tbaa I tpOb to a retired 
l..ieutaul ColoDel who 
bad beaa bMed at tbe Mid
cUe w aJ,Iop airt.e ill wilt
abire, and wbo told me be 
bad 'ao rc.oaabJe expla
a.bae' IDd wu atilfied 
the c:irclel were DOt due to 
any of the profcrrcd expla· -=· 6Dally to a Hamp
ahire landowDcr, who alao 
owna 800 acrea and who 
reponed that aome Carmen 
were DOW kecpma qwet 
~ ~ ~ lat 
tbeir lud be tr&IDpled 
upon by aiahueers and 
illvatipton. 'It's not 
wiDd, I can teU you 
that -or boua,' be told 
me with ..-cabbie 
autboriry. Tbe....-cY -
~-

But what I 4ld 8GC know 
ar tJUa ... - mat Mr 
ADdrewa, wbo lralpa the 
media iaformed about DeW 
c:irda il an •rt.•niaatic 
c::oD!ributor' to ~ s
,.,. R.W.. I clilmvcrcd 
dUa only after ..-ida~ to 
Dr T crciiiCC Madea, an 
academic IDCteorolo•iat 
who I"WIIID ~ 
ca1ied tbe 'TOI'Mdo aod 
Storm R.aeuch Orpniaa
tioa' bMed • Badlord
oa-Avoo. 

It waa Mr Aodrewl hiiD
aelf wbo bad actuaiiJ J:: 
me Dr Meadal'a 
number. MeldeD, M bad 
told ua • we cSruN aaoa 
Wiltabin, bad beaa I 
mcmt. ol tM ..-.reb 
p-oup uacil ... auddenly 
annou.:.d tbll ... bad 
aolw.t tbe mp&uy. Hia 

bad Mid With IDIDC vehe
IDIDCII, aad be bad moved 
the pi po1t1 ill tbe illvea
tipuon. Tbey bad all faileD 
out with him • a result. 

'You've aot to be I .,byai
c:ilt ud meteoro&opt to 
undcnlaDd what ia 101111 
oa.· 

He luaew all about Mr 
Andrews. Tbe DWl had 
cenaialy teeD a loc of cir
c:J., be a.id - 'but be ia I 
UFO believer'. Mr 
Aadrewl ud 101ne of the 
otben ia the .,-o~p are 
bopiaa 'that by loc*1oi at 
tbe da&a they will tee the 
llad ol aame ialdli&ace 
Mwork. 
·~·re looltina for 
~ exuaordm.uy: 
~ extn-la"relltiaf. 
~ wae, be waat on, 
liDkill tbe crope with 
reporu of UFO. in abe 
ua-aod co~ to 
alniOI'diDary CODCIUIIODI. 

A1M1 hia explaoation? It 
..,. diaappointiqly pro
laic. 'The wiDd cu do 
more dUap tbaa it baa 
beaa aiWD Credia for, • Dr 
Madaa aaid. atruabo& to 
filld __. I ooukl-....au

That, of coune, made llaDd. 
me wa.at to coatKt Dr 'Tbia il wt.ere 1 come ill, 
Meaclen (an open oa tor- apeUi.Dc o1 1 1piDnia& col
~oes, waterspouts, and of air 1 vortex that'a 
wbirlwiDda, I read) all the :.ndiai aa ' eddy 
~- Wu be 100 per c:eat ----- •- like eddia f atiafied, I 6nally uked _., •- . 0 

him, that be DOW luaew tJw ....,_ JIDil ai&bt tee by tbe 
aplaaatioa for the circla? ~ ol 1 ~ ~
'Abeolutely,' be replied. .. arouM.. it tbe wiDd • 

'ilf;~ bow what 
I'• ..UU., about,' be wan 
oa. Vortica ol air could 
eidaer audl up ur praa 
dowD. He did DOt thi.U tbe 
cirdea wen a new pbc-
----. 111111" were dley 
111011ly coofaaed to 
aoudaena illllaad. It Wll 
jUII tbat people like Mr 
~ were tabla • 
......._ iDterar iD them 
ud dw lbaefcn they 
were 110w beiDa reponed 
all tbe time ill tbeir - · 

quite uawinio&IY~ leooa 
ralilcd, I bad 1110 acirred 
up • ........ ... ill tbc 
8ri1i1b UFO ~DGW~Da~t. 
Few Dr Maden pu1 me in 
&ouch witb Paul Fuller, a 
lll&ilticiu .., .... himlclf 
carried out detailed 
1..-da iDao tbt cirda. 

Ha ia allo a member of 
dill·~ UFO Rcacucb 
~· •• aerioua bod 
triad iavaap. UFO 

bul wU:b baa 
;:&:-outwidadlemon 
~~~~s-ur ........ ~.IIMWC
IDIDI. 

Not all of the c:ircln were 
circular, uid Mr Fuller. 
What appeared to be the 
ceatrea were oftea actually 
diaplaced. Flattened crops 
were layered, which 

lbowed that whatever IS 

:,~ •. it ia 'movina 

Half the awirls were 
dodtwile and hal( antJ
~. be u.id. It aU 
&bowed that vonic:a of air 
were rapoaaible. There . 
- aux:b more, too, but 
be I'IICOIIUDCDded that I 
rad 'Tbe Guinaess Book 
ol Weather Facta and 
Feata'. 

Beton tbe end of the 
week, MVUtheiC~S, it was 
dear that our p-eat circles 
illvatiptioD was drawma 
to a cJc.e. I duly went 
I"'UDd to tbe public library 
to pc tbe book out, and 
Dnt day Fuller sen t me 
IOIDe imprea.ive materw 
be bad wrina on the cu
da. I could not apeak to 
Mr Andrews hun.seU, 
beaute his wife lud 
dnged him off to lbiza. 

But by now I needed no 
coavincina about the on-

r:tia~f t~~~c~~ J..~ 
excitiJla, relevant, crucw 
to history, is a strong 
ooe- overwhelmingly so 
for 1001e. For }:u1e Sown 
aad me, at lea!it, the circles 
were DO lonaer a mystery . 
I pboaed my fnends in 
Wiltshire to tell them wlut 
I tholJ&ht. 

ECHO, Sunderland, England- Sept. 3, 1988 CR: T. Good 

lily's 
bright 
light 
puzzler 
SUNDERLAND pensioner 
Lily Bluett is a pnzzlecl 
woman after seeing a UFO 
bo"l'ering near her Grindon 
home. 

Lily (66) of Nookside, wu 
in bed shortly after 3.30 a.m. 
on Thursday when she was 
woken by a bright light. 

She looked out of her front 
bedroom window and saw the 
light motionless abo"l'e the 
houses for three minutes. 

Uly said: "It wu like a 
beadlamp off a brand new car 
- Yery bright - and it was 
high up. It did not moYe for 
three minutes and made no 
sound. Then It just faded .f 
away. It wu nota frightening 
experience. The light was \. 
lonly." 

She is connnced it wu not 
an aeroplane and bas 
wracked her brains for an 
explanation but has ruled out 
all possibilities. 

"I do not really belieYe in 
UFO. but I ba"l'e neYer seen 
anything like it," she said. SECOND SIGHT ... Lilly scans the skies 

~ ~~Y ewa L--------------------------------------------------------------------------appeared ill TIN Oburwr. 
BUI Madal - IDOl( 

ddbUtely IIII'Oftl, ADdrewl 
JANl aowN 
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S TARTLING scientific evidence 
may now prove a Pert~ 
family's claim of having been 

chased by a UFO on the Nullarbor 
Plain earlier this year. 

Scientists have isolated particles 
believed to have been left behind by 
the UFO. Researchers say this is 
the first time in the world that 
physical evidence of a UFO en
counter has been isolated. 

Members of the Knowles family 
were thrown into national 
prominence after they claimed a 
UFO landed on top of their car on 
January 20, as they were driving 
from Western Australia to Mel
bourne. 

They said the object picked up 
their car, shook it and slammed it 

~r- 1 ) .• ·. ~ 
.·r· · ) 

--~---.,-· 

to the ground, showering it with ash 
before flying away. 

The Victorian UFO Research 
Society, the largest in the Southern 
Hemisphere and third largest in 
the world, has released a 300-page 
research report on its investigation 
into the Knowles incident. 

Scientists from Melbourne's 
Monash University have confirmed 
that the "UFO dust", although 
made of potassium chloride, looks 
like nothing they have ever seen 
before. 

Victorian UFO research society 
member John Auchettl, who led the 
Knowles investigation, said that 
under an electron microscope 
scientists found the enlarged dust 
particles to be "unusual" . 
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''The particles were made of 
potassium chloride, but instead of 
being a crystal formation, which is 
usual, they were velocity 
particles,'' Mr Auchettl said. 

''This means that the dust must 
have been forced out of something 
at a great velocity." 

Scientists said that under en
largement the dust molecule 
looked as though it might have 
come from a space shuttle blast. 

''The UFO society theory is that 
the dust came from the UFO ," Mr 
Auchettl said. 

"In fact the dust had such a dense 
amount of chloride in it, scientists 
thought it might have come from a 
swimming pool, which wasn't pos
sible. 
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"The dust backs up the Knowles ' 
claim. The UFO society was on the 
scene as soon as we heard about the 
incident and we went through their 
car with a fine-tooth comb. 

"This time , we were leaving 
nothing to chance." 

According to Mr Auchettl, a for
mer pilot who has been involved in 
UFO investigation for 10 years, the 
Victorian UFO Society only 
concerns itself with the "nuts and 
bolts" of UFO sightings. 

The society focuses its research 
on computer analysis of UFO 
photographs and films, as well as 
extensive analysis of weather 
maps and satellite data. 

" People who discredit UFO 

sightings usually don't do any re
search into their theories, ' ' Mr 
Auchttel said. 

"I consider the sceptics my con
science. I am always questioning 
and looking for the fake UFO 
sightings. That way we know a real 
encounter when it occurs." 

There is no doubt in Mr 
Auchettl's mind that Mrs Faye 
Knowles and her sons Sean, 
Patrick and Wayne had a real UFO 
encounter. 

Investigation of weather and sat
ellite maps for January 20 revealed 
there were no storm clouds , 
weather balloons nor meteor dust 
in the area at the time. There was 
also no chance of the "orange-

POST 
EXCLUSIVE 

EVELYN TSIT AS 
REPORTS 

colored, egg shaped light", which 
the Knowles claim they had seen, 
being a planet or moon overhead. 

UFO researchers insisted the 
Knowles family receive independ
ent medical and psychiatric 
examinations. 

Although the family had not 
suffered from radiation, as was 
feared, Mrs Knowles' hand still 
swells up at night. She claimed she 
had felt the top of the car and 
touched the UFO, which felt like a 
''rubber suction pad'' . 

Mr Auchettl said that under hyp
nosis the Knowles family stuck to 
their original story, although 
nothing new was revealed. 
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SOUTHEND EVENING ECHO, Essex, England - Nov. 18, 1988 CR: T. Good 

Is this top 
secret bomber 
the UFO you saw? 

8 Giant blond n1en visit 
!;..!) 

~Get ready for 
:UFO landing 
> A UFO MAY soon land in South East Essex. 
o That's the prediction of one of the county's most experienced 
:z: researchers. 

His claim follows what has been the most amazing few weeks for 
't"l spacecraft spotters and comes in the wake a barrage of new sightings 
~ of a mysterious blazing light last week off Southend. 

...., In September, ac
~ cording to Ron West 

"-l of the East Anglian 
.. ~0 Research Associ· 

>< ation, there were 270 
~ reported sightings in 
~ the Basildon and 

"-l Southend areas. 
These figures were way 

~ up~~~C:~: :~~s. S Ron, 57, said: "'I know 
<! you will think I am crank 

&; ~~t ~e~~ev~Jm~ ~~~ 
will not harm us." 

~ What will these inter· 
~ galactic travellers look 
:= like? 
E-< Ron, a fonner infantry· 5 man who works for an 
~ oil company, believes they 

could be similar to a three
metre tall blond 
male. 

Sightings 
This is the rundown 

for daily sightings in the 
Basildon and Southend 
areas in September: Mon· 
days 15, Tuesdays 10, Wed· 
nesdays 48, Thursdays 13. 
Fridays 54, Saturdays 36 
and Sundays 25. 

by SR Reporter 

that the lights were stack· 
ing aircraft but you don 't 
see stacking aircraft mov
ing around like this and 
you don't get blue lights 
on aircraft." 

Ron, who said he was 
very excited by his first 
sight of UFOs, believes 
Southend along the 
Thames is a window in 
the sky through which 
spacecraft enter the 
earth's atmosphere. 

UFologists believe there 
are specific windows on 
eanh through which 
space ct·aft enter. 

Two are the North and 
South Poles_ Apart from 
the Southend window the 
next is at Lowestoft in 
Suffolk. 

The lights over South
end were seen in the 
Basildon area and sur
rounding districts. 

They were triangular 
in red. green, yellow, 
white and blue. 

The only reported ab
duction in Essex was on 
October 27, 1974 _ 

the mist but were amazed 
to discover it was then 
lpm_ 

For the next three years 
they had psychic experi
ences including objects 
moving around and seeing 
lights in the sky_ 

They also had recurring 
dreams of being in a room 
with small ugly creatures. 

Family 
The family approached 

UFO Research and hypno
sis was carried out. 

Their stDcy was t'lat 
they were drawn out of 
their car and had hazy 
memories of entering a 
UFO where they saw tall, 
human-like figures in sil· 
ver suits with helmets. 

Smaller creatures carr· 
ied out medical examin· 
ations on them. 

Mr West says 90 per 
cent of reported UFO 
sightings are fakes but 
this still leaves 10 per 

The East Anglia UFO 
hotline is 0728 830757. 

811wilptlou& fll aftltllar
shaped fly!Jq objects at low 
altitude flt the aircraft. 

One of the best views was 
seen by a South East Essex 
enctneer who spoke of an 
object round at the front 
and square at the rear 

IS this sl~ar to the 
mysterious triangular 
object that dozens of 
people have seen over 
South East Essex? 

Now Seuthend East MP 
Teddy Taylor Is to flnd out 
whether the Stealth has been 
operating In our skies. 

One report says the sinlh!· 
seater secret fighter bomber 
was shipped In crates to 
the UK to avoid detection 
by Soviet spy satellites. 

The East Anglian UFO Re
search Association thought 
the triangular slghtings 
could well have been Stealth 
aircraft. But when they con
tacted the USAF they denied 
there was such a plane. 

This Is an earlier Stealth 
plane which Americans are 
using from UK bases. 

Now they are flying their 
new top secret slow-flying 
flRhter - bomber 

BUCKS ADVERTISER, Aylesbury, England - Oct. 28, 1988 CR: T. Good 

~'I believe some sightings are alien intelligence'~ 

More UFO sightings 

........... - ......................... .,. 
'It was verv. bright -

like a shining cry_stal' 

J 

UFO experts say re
cent sightings of 
strange flying objects 
in the Aylesbury Vale 
area are being taken 
very seriously by a se
cret government 
department because 
they fear they may be 
aliens .•...• 

In last week's paper 
an Aylesbury postman 
saw a huge bright light 
hovering near Princes 
Risborough, not far 
from the Strike Com
mand HQ. 

Since then stories of 
other sightings have 
reached our offices. 

One was by grand
mother Nora Howell 
from Weston Turville 
who spotted a huge 
crystal-like ball 
hovering in the sky 
near her home. 

by VICTORIA 

HOPKIRK 
plane. There was no 
noise at all." 

And last Tuesday 
night in Bierton June 
Ballantyne spotted a 
bright light which she 
thought was a U.F.O . 

A man who has 
spent the last 20 years 
studying UFOs, the 
Rev Donald Thomas, 
, who lives in Ox
fordshire, said for 
some reason UFO 
sightings were more 
common in October 
and they were usually 
seen near "unsual de
velopments." 

"October would a~ 
pear to be a time when 
the number of reports 
can be seen to be in
creased. 

"Sightings are 
usually near to where 
you find something 
unusual is being devel
oped." 

The Friday figures are 
bumped up by the colour· 
ed lights spotted over 
Southend on September 
23. 

The British Unidentified 
Flying Object Research 
Association, of which Ron 
is an Essex accredited 
investigator, had 25 calls 
about these mysterious 
sightings. 

John and Sue Day from 
Aveley were driving home 
after seeing relatives. It 
was 10.20 pm and their 
three children were asleep 
in the back of the car_ 

EVENING TELEGRAPH, Pet~rborough, England 
Nov. 2, 1988 CR: T . Good 

Mrs Howell said: 
" It was about 4am 
last Wednesday. It 
was very, bright and 
looked hke a shining 
crystal - it just hung 
in the sky. I checked 
it wasn't the evening 
star. Anyway it was 
much bigger. It could 
have disappeared in 
the direction of RAF 
Halton. It moved very 
quickly." 

She added she was 
reluctant to talk about 
it because she thought 
people would laugh. 

Rev Thomas ad
ded:"The government 
is taking these sight
ings desperately seri
ouslr. But they are 
putting out as much 
smoke as they can to 
make people think 
their sightings are 
nothing serious.lt is 
all a cover-up. I be
lieve some of the 
sightings they look 
into are of alien intel
ligence." 

They saw a blue light 
in the sky and rounding 
a bend went through some 
green mist. As they did 
this their radio sparked. 

UFO 'like a Polo mint' 
HOUSEWIFE Lucy Kennedy 

was stunned when she saw what she 
believes was a UFO hovering above 
Peterborough . 

She added: " I do not know whe
ther it was a flyins saucer but it was 
definitely somethm~ weird." 

"But after the re
port in the paper I felt 
I ought to say what I 
saw to back up the 
postman's story," she 
said. 

He received a call from 
a Southend man and was 
able to watch them for 
an hour from where he 
lives in Clacton. 

They then drove out of 
The Kennedys two-year-old He would like any

one who spots an 
unusual sighting to get 
in touch with us. We 
will then forward your 
letters to him. 

Ron said: "I have been 
interested in UFOs for 20 
years but these are the 
first I have seen. 

''The omcial line was 

She described how a circle of 
glimmering white light as big as a 
house rose above roof tops in Arun
del Road " like a giant polo mint ." 

Mrs Kennedy (20) said she craned 
out of her bedroom window with 
her van driver husband David as the 
shape sped silently away into the 
clouds. 

daughter Kimberley watched wide
eyed during the sighting around 
7pm on Monday. 

There was a Guy Fawkes pany 
gomg on nearby and at fint she 
thought she was watching a ring of 
smoke from one of the fireworks 
"but it did not dissolve and must 
have been at least 50 feet acrou. ·• 

This is not the first 
time Mrs Howell has 
seen an unidentified 
flying object in the 
area. 

FREE PRESS, Bury, England - Nov. 4, 1988 CR: T. Good 

"This is my second 
sighting. I knew this 
time I'd not imagined 
it. It was a clear 
night and it wasn't a 

"People are afraid 
to say what they have 
seen. There have been 
tales of people being 
abducted by aliens in 
other countries," he 
said. 

No let up in number 
of strange sightings 

TWO more UFO spotters have contacted 
the Free Press after recent stories in the 
paper from people who claimed they saw 
strange objects m the sky. 

And one is backing up the tale of a 
strange umbrella-shaped craft seen over 
Bury St Edmunds by a brother and sister 
who recounted the1r experience in last 
week's Free Press. 

Mrs Ann Sell and her eight-year-old 
daughter Carla also saw the craft as it 
passed over the town near to their borne in 
t&stgate Street. 

Mrs SeU said: "Carla just said 'What's 
that in the sky' and we looked up and there 
was this strange black thing hovering a 
long distance away. 

"It's hard to say exactly what it was. I 
wouldn't like to say whether it was a UFO 
but it didn't look like a plane either. It 
wasn 't really moving very fast- it was 

jus~~ug ~:~ir ~ .sh~ ao~dU!e same 
nigllt as Rueben anrcEsther Eaves 

claimed they had spotted an umbrella
shaped craft near their bome in Prigg 
Walk, Bury. 

The second spotting took palce at Red 
Lodge in the early hours of last ThW"Sday 
morning when Jerri Upshaw was return
Ina home with her boyfriend. 

As they neared the porch of her home in 
Gorse Close, she says she saw a green 
light shining from behind them. 

"At ftrst I thought mJ: boyfriend was 

=~al~~~ 1~i ~s w~ii e: :aBJ s:t! 
orangey-red glow ~o across the sky. 

"It was very fnghtening and my stom· 
ach started to turn. I was so amazed al 
what I saw that I ran in to wake up my 
mum and tell her about it," she added. 

A spate of UFO sightings have been re
ported recently in the Free Press, follow· 
mg an article In September when a 
Fomham All Saints boy re~rted seein@ 
one in a field at the rear of his bome. 

STANDARD, Reading, England - Nov. 3, 1988 CR: T. Good 

·was it a bird, was it a plane 
BAFFLED Reading residents 
have been seeing more than 
fireworks lighting up the sky. 

Families In Tllehurst and Caver· 

~~i:ht ~rr~tac:I:~::~ ~~v~a~t:: 
sky over t~elr homes on Sunday niJ~hl, 
just weeks after slghtln«s of other 

al~iie~bJ~:sc=~~fen~~ind Donna 
Wallace were driving from Bradfield 
to their home In Laytom Rise when· 
they fint noticed a big bright object 
lighting up the sky. 

Donna aald : "We first thought It 
was a plane but It just stayed at the 
s:une position." 

When the eouple got home, Donna 

~~j~:' l!b~6'e c:~n':t o:! t~:.~~: 
moving backwards and forwards at a 
creatspeed. 

She uld: "Then .eemed to be one 
main brltht light which the othen 
wen eomlag back to. Some or them 
wen red, green and blue." 

She was adamant the lights wen 
not finworb as they stayed In the sky 
for several boun. 

The mysterious UFOs wen also 
t:~n ~.:e;:~:n,:;: her neigh-

The woman, who would not give her 

• • . ora UFO? 
name, uld: "It was such a strange 
phenomena. 

"The speed that they moved at was 
abaolutefy Incredible." 

Sbe uld she bad felt "awestruck" 
watching tbe objects bat had never 
felt frightened. 

"I bad a feeling thlt this was not to 

~~~nl;s v~~ :it ::1 !:!et~ID~a~ 
will never forget. " 

ne1e=~~~.:fi-::n~rth'!'; h~j~~v:J 
=~e olflhe":u0:l~~g:~~n&'e~~':u~tb~ 
Investigating whether the craft had 
Illegally entered British airspace. 
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FORTEANA NEWS 
~ ·scary' ball of brilliant light mystifies observers 
00 

._; By DIANNE STALLINGS 
u nmea Staff Writer 
0 

SPRING HILL - The thunderstorm 
...J had drenched Spring Hill, flooding some 
~o.< sections of the main road. The rain slack-
00 ened and the dark clouds pulsating with 
..., lightning drifted farther east as Virginia 
E and Joe Parker headed toward their home 
~ on Vicksburg Road. 
~ "We were near some model oomes 
~ between Deltona Boulevard and Waterfall 
~ Drive when all of a sudden something 
...; seemed to blind us," Mrs. Parker said. "It 
tl'l was bright blue and round with a spiked 
~ white halo around it, and it was hanging 

tl'l there (toward the top) of some trees in a 
~ vacant lot. 
~ "Joe ran off the pavement he was so 

shocked. It was a strange thing. Scary." 
She estimated their 1982 Ford was 

dbuut il half-mile away from the ball of light 
when they first saw it. From that distance, 
the size looked three to four times larger 
than the moon in the evening sky the 
previous night. Before they could reach the 
lot where the glowing ball hovered in the 
trees, the object appeared to dip lower and 
then disappeared, leaving behind orJy a 
haze of grayish-brown smoke. 

nmea !ilea 

"vivid glowing blue fire," larger than a 
grapefruit . The fiery ball rolled down a light 
cord, bounced along the floor like a rubber 
ball, through an open door and down the 
stairs, then disappeared at the bottom. 

The only evidence left behind was the 
strong odor of sulfur. Nothing was burned, 
Bothwell reported. 

Another St. Petersburg woman told 
Bothwell she was reading after a thunder
storm, sitting with her back to a window 
where suddenly her book was illuminated 
by a bright light. She turned to see a white 
ball coming toward her house. It hit the 
window, flattened out and disappeared. 

Other stories heard over the years by 
some of the weather experts depict blue 
lights dancing on power lines, rolling into 
barns and exploding, bounding down the 
aisle of a plane and dropping into a pond, 
sending sizzling steam skyward. 

Dr. Martin Uman of the Universtty of 
Florida in Gainesville, said there are 50 or 
more theories about the cause and sub
stance of ball lightning. 

"It has never been reproduced in a 
laboratory," he said. "Some people think it 
is a glowing soap bubble, a chemical in a 
soap bubble, because they bounce and 
sometimes break apart and make little 
ones. They seldom hurt anyone." The couple thought about reporting the 

sighting, but were afraid no one would 
believe them. Instead, they talked to neigh
bors and acquaintances over the next three 
weeks, but could find nobody else who 
witnessed the same phenomenon. 

Ball lightning has amazed people for centuries, as evidenced in this old woodcut 

What the Parkers describe does not fit 
the classic example of ball lightning. It is 
larger and seems to have lasted longer, 
Uman said. It's possible they saw a flare, 
which burns brightly and leaves a trail of 
smoke. 

ball, we don't know," MacGorman said. 
"We don 't believe in (flying saucers)," 

the 77-year-old Mrs. Parker said. "But we 
felt it was a phenomenal thing that hap
pened." 

Then Wednesday evening, the couple 
watched a television program called "Un
solved Mysteries" broadcast over NBC af
filiate WXFL. 

Enquirer that claimed President Ronald 
Reagan had seen a similar blazing ball from 
an airplane in .1976. 

"Joe said not to say anything, but J kept 
wondering if anybody besides us saw what 
we did," Mrs. Parker said. "I couldn't keep 
it in any longer." 

Meteorological experts say what the 
Parkers saw may have been ball lightning. 
Similar sightings and some even more bi
zarre incidents than the Parkers' episode 
have been recorded for centuries. 

Back in August 1963, the late Dick 
Bothwell, a St. Petersburg Times columnist, 
wrote about ball lightning after an article 
appeared in the newspaper about an Ariw
na firm being hired to conduct studies on 
the phenomenon for the U.S. Navy. 

Apparently as a result of that story, the 
newspaper received plenty of calls from 
people who had come face-tcr-face with ball 
lightning. 

"Ball lightning generally is not very 
bright and usually can be seen only within 
100 feet or so," often after lightning strikes 
a tree, he said. "It only lasts a second or 
two and is about the size of an orange or 
grapefruit." 

A picture flashed on the screen of a 
brilliant white ball reportedly seen by sev
eral residents of Gulf Breeze, a town in the 
Florida Panhandle. 

"There it was in the middle of the 
road," Mrs. Parker said. "It looked exactly 
lii<P what we saw, only white instead of 
blue. It had the same spikes around it." 

Don MacGorman with the National Se
vere Storm Lab in Norman, Okla ., said not 
much is known about ball lightning because 
it occurs sporadically. 

In his column that appeared Aug. 15, 
1963, Bothwell related the encounters of 
several Pinellas County residents. 

A Mrs. Donald A. McCrimmon reported 
that in 1931 in Jacksonville during a thun
derstorm, a brilliant light lit up her second 
floor apartment. She described the orb as a 

But he doesn't rule out the possibility. 
"There are intermediate classes of 

lights called ball lightning. (The Parker 
report) does fit the description of some
thing identified as ball lightning, a bright 
light at the bottom of a cloud that drops to 
earth," he said. "I would say what they 
have described would be at the upper end of 
the spectrum of what we call ball light
ning." She also read an article in the National 

Some experts think that ball lightning is 
a hot gas, "but what holds it together as a 

~ What was that Walla Walla 'Bigfoot • 

~ Don Hannula!Times editorial columnist 
0 

:i 0 NE of the loose condi
tions of my continued 

ill employment is not to 
write about sasquatches or 

~ St. Urho's Day more than 
tO once a year. But sometimes 
J) emerging events Too Monu-

mental to Ignore mandate 
tl'l that I risk my job. 
~ Take those new photos of 
H that 71h-foot. 500-to-700-pounder in Walla 
E-+ Walla. 

No, not pictures of St. Urho - alleged 
patron saint of Finnish vineyard workers -
who is believed by some to have been near that 
size. We're talking live sasquatch/a.k.a. Bigfoot. 

Last Friday's front page of the Times
owned Walla Walla Union-Bulletin featured -
in living color - photos of what longtime 
Bigfoot-huckster Paul Freeman, 45, and his son 
Duane, 22, say is a sasquatch. 

Supposedly it was lumbering awa>.' about 
I50 yards from Duane's 70-210-mtllimeter 
zoom lens on the northwest side of the Mill 
Creek watershed 35 miles east of Walla Walla. 

The still photographs, taken from a distance, 
show a dark object between two trees. A 
blowup gives it somewhat of an apelike form, 
with what appears to be a huge left arm 
hanging at its side. The pictures are hardly 
conclusive. 

It could be a strangely shaped burnt stump. 
Or maybe it was Harrison Bigfoot, the 

official Washington Centennial Commission 
man-in-a-monkey-suit mascot, making a pro
motional appearance. 

Or maybe a Whitman College fraternity 
pledge swinging a six-pack while doing his HeH 
Week shtick. 

Or maybe it was Duane Freeman taking a 
snbro~ .d.ad Paul in a fur coat. 

It's the "or" that keeps the sasquatch 
(a.k.a. Rigfoot) legend in our lore. 

"I don 't care what people say," Paul 

Freeman told me. "Some say I'm nuts in the 
head. I know what I saw. It was a Bigfoot." 

Freeman says he's seen sasquatcfies before. 
Three other times. First in June 1982 while 
working as a Mill Creek watershed patrol rider 
for the U.S. Forest Service. Then twice in the 
summer of I987. He's made plaster casts of 
purported sasquatch footprints, recorded their 
screams, found hair samples. He says. 

In 1982, the Forest Senice labeled his 
footprints a hoax. Freeman quit his job with the 
agency, citing "a lot of hassle and pressure over 

the Bigfoot thing." Freeman has spent most of 
the time since then looking for Sasquatches. 

The 6-4, 265-pound Freeman, who wears a 
beard and a sinister-looking Snidely Whiplash
type moust~~:che, appears big enough to hunt 
sasquatch wtth a stick, but says: · 

"I get goose bumps when I see them. This 
one was as close as 100 yards." 

And Freeman says he's not seeing the 
same sasquatch. This one, he says, had dark 
fur, with ~ayish patches on the face and 
stomach. Hts '82 sasquatch was reddish-brown 
and "bigger - over 8 feet tall." 

You would think Bigfoot searchers would be 
a close fraternity. They are not. It is common 
for them to call one another liars. 

Another leading Bigfoot expert, Rene Dahin
den of Richmond, B.C., said Freeman's '82 
footprint-casts were faked. He said t~at the 
prints of forestry workers sank deeper mto the 

soil than those purportedly left by the huge 
Bigfoot, and that dogs and horses brought to 
the scene showed no reaction to smell. 

"You can fool people, but you can't fool 
animals," Dahinden said. 

When Freeman found more Bigfoot tracks in 
1987, Dahinden went to l.he scene and declared 
them "100 percent faked - in fact, rather 
pathetic fakes." 

Enter Grover Krantz, associate professor 
of anthropology at Washington State University 
- the sCience man of sasquatchery. He's lent 
credibility to Freeman's past track casts. 

Dahinden - a believer in Bigfoot - says 
Krantz has misused his professorship to "pro
mote and glorify himself and his wtld, unbal
anced ideas." 

Freeman says he's talked to Krantz about 
his recent photo of Bigfoot and "he's really 
excited." Krantz, on his back recovering from 
surgery, has yet to give an official view on the 
pictures. 

Dahinden contends Freeman told him years 
a~o that he was going to enter into a contract 
wtth Krantz to share proceeds from any Bigfoot 
enterprises. 

"He was telling a lie," Freeman says. 

So goes the Bigfoot business. Experts 
calling one another liars adds to the intrigue. 

Freeman says he gave the still photos to The 
Union-Bulletin. He said he was paid $50 for 
prints used by Spokane papers. 

Not much for what Freeman describes as 
the only sasquatch photo other than the 
heralded filming of a purported Bigfoot by the 
late Roger Patterson of Yakima in 1967. 

Not steadily employed, Freeman says he 
get~ by on meager earnings from a side 
bus mess. 

"I haven't made over $2,000 from my 
Bigfoot research since 1982," he says. Most of 
that - about $2,000 after expenses - was for 
appearing on one of those Dreyer's ("unbeliev
able") Ice Cream 1V commercials featuring 
people who do unbelievable things. 

Does he expect to make bigger money off 
· his latest photos? 

"You betcha," he says. "This is real." 
Maybe. But it's probably more like the ice

cream commercials - unbelievable. 

~ Is Long Lake 
~ The Home Of----? 
~ Is there a monster in Long 

Lake? 
~ Last week Friday a women 

reported seeing a huge dark 
c.:: object several hundred feet 
U off shore. 

It moved with a violent un· 
~ dulating motion which sent 
a.. waves rolling over a pier and 
- then crashing into the shore. 
~That would be a 1-. order 
~ for a carp or a snapping 

turtle. 

~ I recently learned that 
~ about 5 years ago a Milwau· 
tl'l kee newspaper carried an 
I article about a monster sight· 

H ed in Long Lake by several 
~ campers from the Milwaukee 

.. area. 
O.J Four summers ago a couple 
~ who were staying in the Long 
c:l. Lake state park stopped at the· 
~ Din's Garage, Dundee for 
..... some ice. 
~ They told the proprietor 
c:l. that they spotted an eel like 
~ monster about 28 foot long 
u swimming along the shore of 
~ the state park beach. 

tl'l It was dark brown with light 
~ brown spots. It gradually sub
:z; merged out of sight. 

Also a 3 foot long salaman
t1,-r like creature has been 
reported crossing Hwy . 67 
that runs along Long Lake. A 
baby monster? 

I would appreciate hearing 
from anyone who has seen a 
monster-like creature in Long 
Lake. 

Bob Kuehn 
Rt. 3, Hwy. 67E 
Campbellsport, WI 
53010 
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J Clearwater can relax; 
: monster is unmasked - . c: 
~ 

"g By JAN KIRBY 
..... 
~ The year was 1948. Richard 
~ Nixon was pushing for a congres
~ sional investigation of the Alger 

Hiss affair, the State of Israel was 
~ founded, and Ted Mack's Original 
u Amateur Hour was one of the new

est shows on television. 
~ In Clearwater , Fla., a town of 
a- about 15,000, crazy things were 

happening. On a morning in Febru
_ .. ary, a resident out for a walk on 

Clearwater Beach discovered what 
~ looked like the footprints of a mon
c: ster and ran home to call the po
~ lice. 

The tracks were large - 14 
,..J inches long, 11 inches wide. They 
r.... had three long toes with claws . 

.. Whatever had made them appar
~ ently had come out of the Gulf of 

_g Mexico at the south end of the 
11:1 beach and, taking 4-foot to 6-foot 
~ strides, had walked for more than 
~ two miles in the soft sand before 
Q.o returning to the water. 

The police didn't know what 
~ had made the tracks, but an official 

.. with the Pinellas County Sheriffs 
tn Department said he had "studied 
~ the footprints carefully and was 
~ personally assured that, if a prank, 

Honeymoon Island off the coast at 
Dunedin . along the banks of the 
Artclote River north of Tarpon 
Spnngs and on the banks of the 
Suwannee River, where U.S. 19 
c ros~cs the river , five miles east of 
Old Town in Dixie County. 

In july 1948, four fliers from 
the Dunedin Flying School said 
that they had seen the creature off 
Clearwate r Beach and that it 
looked like a furry log with a head 
~haped like a hog's. 

Be cause of the "monster" 
·'i~ht1ngs, the " little town on Flori
d;,·~ We~t Coast" made headlines 
o~ nrl nt· w~ broadcasts nationwide. 

Ivan T . Sanderson, noted zool
ogist and science commentator for 
WNBC in New York as well as the 
sc1encc writer for the New York 
1/cra/J /'ribun e and WNBC's spe
-:1a! e \·ent s director, visited Florida 
111 1'\ovemlwr 1948 to study the 
track<; alr,ng the Suwannee. San
der~n. whr, died u 1 1973, deter
mined after months of study that 
the tracks hi!d been made by some 
frJrJI! r;f giant penguin. He ca lled 
the cre <Jtu re " Fl orida Three
Toe~." 

A IJIII!IIw r of lora! people, in
' lur.IJng the pol! ct·, believed the 
whulc- thrng wa s <1 hoax. But they 
h<1d rw w<Jy to prove it. and no one 
t:\'\:r came fo rward to admit to it. 

l ' ntil now . 
T•1nv Srg nonm :-- till chuckles 

...,·hen he tll!rtb about the stories 
thilt sp ri!ng up t v ex plain the foot-

it was one of the most masterful 
ever perpetrated in Pinellas." 

Over the next 10 years, the 
footprints of the "Clearwater 
Monster" appeared frequently: on 
Clearwater Beach, on Indian Rocks 
Beach, on the Courtney Campbell 
Parkway, on St. Petersburg Beach, 
on the beach at Sarasota . The 
"monster" also left its prints on 

prints that he and the late AI Wil
liams stamped into the sand. 

Wil liams was a notorious 
prankster in Clearwater in the 
1940s and 1950s. Just for fun, he 
once sneaked a horse into the hold
ing area at the Clearwater police 
station. Another time, because he 
loved to play tricks on the fire 

A number of local 
people, including 
the police, 
believed the 
whole thing was a 
hoax.Butthey 
had no way to 
prove it, and ·no 
one ever came 
forward to admit 
to it. Until now. 

department , he set off flares in his 
business, Auto Electric. The fire 
department showed up all right, 
and the flares provided quite a 
show, but as a result the building 
was badly damaged. 

Signorini, who was Willi<Jms' 
partner at Auto Electric and, with 
his son and daughter, still runs the 
business on Greenwood Avenue in 
Clearwater, said Williams came up 
with the idea for the "monster" 
tracks. It seemed an appropriate 
prank: The Loch Ness monster 
was still making news (its photo
graph was first published in 1934), 

B eastly tracks appeared on 
Clearwater Beach. Zoologist Ivan 

Sanderson, after studying plaster 
casts such as the one he holds above 
left, said the creature was a giant 
penguin. Now, 40 years after the 
monster's debut, Tony Signorini, 
above right, has stepped forward 
wearing cast iron feet - to explain. 

and dinosaur remains had been dug 
up near Albuquerque, N .M., in july 
1947. During the World War II 
years, Gulf residents were con
stantly watching the water for 
signs of German submarines. 

When Williams died in 1969, he 
left the secret of the "Clearwater 
Monster" to Signorini for s~e
keeping. 

Encouraged by his friends Bud 
and Joanne Lobaugh of Largo (Bud 
learned the true story about the 
"monster" from Signorini in 
1965), Signorini agreed to bring 
the "monster" out of hiding, 40 
years after the tracks were first 
seen. 

All these years, the "monster" 
was tucked away in its cardboard 
box under a workbench at Auto 
Electric. The real "monster" is a 
pair of cast iron feet with high-top 
black sneakers. 

Signorini lifted the feet, each 
weighing 30 pounds, out of the box 
and put them on. 

"You see, I would just swing 
my leg back and forth like this and 
then give a big hop, and the weight 
of the feet would carry me that 
far ," Signorini said, explaining the 
6-foot st ride of the creature. "The 
shoes were heavy enough to sink 
down in the sand." 

Signorini said the idea for the 
big three -toed footprints came 
from a picture of dinosaur tracks. 
Nter several tries at making the 
feet, Williams and Signorini decid
ed concrete was not heavy enough, 

so the molds for the tracks were 
taken to a foundry in St. Peters
burg. The resulting cast iron feet 
were ideal. 

Holes were drilled into the tops 
of the feet and the sneakers set in 
place with screws. When the inner 
soles of the shoes were glued back 
in place, the "monster" was ready. 

A rowboat supplied by a friend 
brought the creature to shore. 

"We would go on nights with 
not too many waves or beach walk
ers around. Of course, not many 
people were on the beach then," 
Signorini said. 

The "monster" came out only 
at night. 

''!put the shoes on in the water 
and then walked a long way, maybe 
two miles, up the beach and then 
got back in the boat, " Signorini 
said, grinning. "I had . . . to be 

All these years, 
the "monster" 
was tucked away 
in its cardboard 
box under a 
workbench at 
Auto Electric. 

careful the water wasn't too deep 
when I had them on. 

"Other times, we would take 
them (the feet) in the car and carry 
them to where we wanted to make 
the tracks. Then we'd take a palm 
frond and brush away all the foot-

prints we'd made while we were 
doing it." 

At the Suwann ee River site, 
"we stayed on prop erty belonging 
to a friend named A I Spears," S! 
gnorini said. "After we .found some 
good places along the fiver, we 
waded in the water and carried the 
feet. Then I'd put them on where 
we wanted to make the tracks. " 

Clearwater police were skepti
cal about the existence of the mon
ster from the beginning and sus
pected that AI Williams might be 
the culprit, said Frank Danie ls, 
who retired in 1981 after 32 years 
on the Clearwater police force, the 
last 13 years as chief of police. 

"I don't think any of the Clear
water cops took it seriously," Dan
iels said. "We suspected Williams 
because he usually called in the 
reports of the monster and was 
such a 'local prankster. but we 
could never prove it. 

"When a pilot flying over the 
beaches reported seeing some
thing furry with a head shaped like 
a hog's in the Gulf, we suspected 
Williams because he flew his own 
plane," Daniels said. 

"You know, that's a funny 
thing," Signorini recalled with a 
smile, "because we never knew 
who was flying that plane and 
made the report. It wasn't us." 
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Watershed 
is off-limits 
for hunters 
of Bigfoot 

bOrder of the watershed at the 
time. 

Garden-shed genius 
heads for the stars 

by MICHAEL SHANAHAN 

DAY trips to Australia 
and weekend jaunts in 
the Milky Way could 
become a reality, thanks 
to the brainpower of a 
Scottish invmltor. 

Sandy Kidd's discovery, 
which is set to revolutionise 
travel, is already sending 
shock waves through the 
scientific establishment. 

One of Britain's top physi
cists described it "mind
boggling." 

Mr Kidd's work, researched 
in his garden shed, will make 
science fiction writers' 
dreams come true. Trips to 
Mars will take 34 hours and 

~~~~~~r~~fi ~~eJ"~c~~o~ t~ 
matter of minutes. 

The 51-year-old former 
apprentice toolmaker's 
development of Gyroscopic 
Propulsion has also stunned 

Kidd: Breakthrough 

academics because it challen
ges Isaac Newton's Law of 
Motion. 

He was worked out that, by 
setting gyroscopes at par-

ii~~~ar ~f~~~ a gl~f!i~Ft ;or~~ 
produced. 

Mr Kidd, who worked for 
five years on his brainchild at 

his Dundee home, is now 
moving to the heart of the 
space industry in California 
where a massive investment 
programme Is already under 
way. · 

Dr Harold Aspden, senior 
visiting research fellow at 
Southampton University, has 
seen ·the results of early tests. 

~~~~~~w~1&:~;~~~g ~~~1~ 
not have believed this if I had 
not seen it with my own eyes. 

"It will totally revolutionise 
the travel industry. Taken to 
the ultimate, we will have 

C~'fl~~~~!~~u~fih~~ne:o~~ 
blades." 

Mr Kidd is being financed 
by an Australian research 
company. A spokesman said: 
"We are on to somethin& 
really big. The next stage ia to 
power up Sandy's device in 
California with the prospect 
of building a full-scale vehicle 
at the end of the day. 

"Money is no object, but we 
are determined that hia work 
will not get out. 

At Imperial College, Lon
don, Professor Eric Laith
waite, who has followed Mr 
Kidd's experiments, said: 

"I have always been convin
ced It could be done ... and I 
like to see someone defeat the 
system. He may be aloft& time 
perfecting it but I am aure he 
will succeed." 

Mr Kidd made the final 
breakthrough In his work, 
highlighted in the Sunday 
Express last year, about four 
weeks ago in a laboratory in 
Melbourne. · 

c~J~~;: u'::~~~~n~~~ !~~ntt! 
former RAF radar technician. 
"I had worked round the 
problem until that day when it 
dawned on me. If I cou14J 
ftaure it out wby hasn't some
body else?" 

H you are considering slip
ping into the Mill Creek Water
shed to look for the Bigfoot a 
local man said he sighted last 

, week, the Forest Service bas a 
message for you: Don't. 

The watershed is a protected 
area, said Ralph H. Perkins, the 
district ranger. Those who ille
gally enter the watershed can 
receive a fine of not more than 
$500 or six months in jail or 
both. The area is po8ted and pa
troled to keep people out. 

On Oct. 5 Duane Freeman of 
Walla Walla took pictures of 
what hia father Paul Freeman 
said wae Bigfoot crossing into 
the nal'tbwest side of the water
sbed. 'nil Freemans were at tbe 

"Whenever something like 
tiU (Bigfoot sighting) takes 
place, if there is an increase of 
activity, we increase the pa
trols," Perkins said. 

Only people with pennits can 
enter the area. Pennits usually 
are granted only in special cir
cumstances such as firefighters 
neeciiDg access to a fire. 

At present, special circum
stances do not include a Bigfoot 
sighting, but the Forest Service 
will not rule out the possibility 
completely. 

"We don't wish to j~ some
one's belief. We're not in the po
sition we can sp;end a lot of mon
ey to evaluate (the uiatence of 
Bigfoot)/' Perkins said. "H 
SOIJ\e(llle would come to us with 
a ldllelftc proposal to study it, 
we waUl. entertain granting a 
penalt.'' 
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Ape-Man May Call 
Maryland Home 

By JOHN BARNS 
Journal Staff Writer 

N HAGERSTOWN - If you 're 
- looking for Bigfoot, you don't 

. have to go to California and you 
1-J don 't have to cross the border 
~ into Canada . You may find one of 

tf.l the legendary creatures in West-
1 ern Maryland. 

Mark Opsasnick, a resident of 
~ Greenbelt , Md ., in Prince 
~ George's County, says there have 

oo been a surprising number of Big
; foot sightings in Maryland. Now 
.c he's asking people with any infor
~ mation on such sightings to con
·- tact him. 
t:; "Bigfoot has been commonly 
~ known to inhabit the Pacific 

Northwest," Opsasn ick said. 
....l~ " But few people know there have 
< been sightings in Maryland. I 
~ decided to create a network to 
:::l gather this information . 
~ "I'm trying to reach out to 

other parts in Maryland where 
~ there may have been sightings, 
,..... find newspaper clips that I may 
~ not have seen before." 
~ So far Opsasnick's Bigfoot In· 

for ma tion Project (B.I.P .) 
doesn't have much of a member
ship after starting this past Janu
ary. There is himself and one 
other person . 

He's hoping for people to be
come "correspondents" for the 
organization, whether it be re
porting actual sightings or going 
to local libraries and researching 
old newspapers in an effort to 
find clippings on the Sasquatch. 

Opsasn ic k said beca use of 
Western Maryland's wooded set
ting, it seems that part of the 
state would be a natural place 
for the Bigfoot creature. But of 
the 250 sightings in Maryland, 
only one has come from Wash
ington County. 

Baltimore, Carroll and Harford 
counties lead the sta te with 49, 48 
and 47 sightings, respectively. 

"I would think Western Mary
land would be a part of the state 
where Bigfoot could have been 
seen," Opsasnick said. " I haven' t 
had a chance to go to the local 
libraries there yet." 

Opsasnick, who is an interv iew
er for the Prince George's Coun
ty Energy Office, says he must 
pay for trips fro m his own pocket 
- he has no outside funding . 
Because of that, it's important to 
create the sta te network. 
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Champy is . 
topic of myth 
and history 

By KATHY M. BROWNING 

PLATTSBURGH - The man 
who discovered Lake Champlain, 
Samuel de Champlain, was the 
first person to see " a serpent
like creature about 20 feet long, 
as thick through as a barrel and 
with a head shaped like a horse" 
in July, 1609. 

A large lake sturgeon, gar pike 
or perhaps a piece of driftwood? 

No one knows. And now, 380 
years and about 300 sightings 
later, the question still remains 
- what did Samuel de Cham· 
plain see that day in 1609? 

Joseph W. Zarzynski thinks 
that he has the answer. He has 
been compiling data on the 

· mysterious creature he calls 
"Champ" for the past 15 years 
- two books' worth. In his 
recently published book , 
" Champ, Beyond the Legend 
(Updated Edition)," he pores 
over every scrap of evidence he 
has collected, but he is still 
puzzled. 

After accepting sightings by 
hundreds of people on faith, Zar
zynski desperately wants some 
concrete proof that Champ is in 
Lake Champlain. 

Photographs taken aren' t clear 
or the film didn' t advance in the 
camera Some people report see
ing a 187-foot-long creature and 
others say what they saw was 
12 feet long. 

Zarzynski is optimistic that a 
creature or creatures exist. 

" Piecemeal, the evidence is 
weak, but after it is assembled 
in jigsaw fashion, the possibility 
that Lake Champlain harbors a 
colony of Champ creatures is in
deed a strong possibility," he 
said. 

What he does have is over a 
dozen photographs, a strong 

, local folklore related to Champ 
and about 300 Champ sightings. 

His most important piece of 
evidence is the famous " Mansi 
photo" taken by Sandra Mansi 
in 1977. The photograph of a 
goose-necked creature off the 

WELCOME TO PLA TISBURGH 

. . .,...,..,. .. 

Draw ing/Bob Huntoon 

Most Champ enthuc:;iasts offer this marine reptile, the plesiosaur, as one of the most l ikely cand idates 
for the Lake Champlain Monster, known as Champ. The plesiosaur is believed to have become extinct 
60-70 million years ago. 

shore of Lake Champlain has 
since run in newspapers and 
magazines throughout t he coun
try. 

The picture was examined by 
a professor of optical sciences at 
the University of Arizona to see 
if it was fake or real. 

It was pronounced see-worthy, 
but there's a catch. 

"Unfortunately, we have never 
been able to relocate the exact 
spot that the Mansi family took 
their famous Champ photo," 
Zarzynski admits. 

He explained, "The photo was 
taken in 1977. For two years, 
the family sat on the photo 
waiting for that spark to per· 
suade them to get the photo 
fP}alyzed. The photo analyzation 
took another two years." 

The time-consuming processes, 
plus the fact that the Mansi 
family was from out-of-state and 
not familiar with the area, adds 
to the confusion over where the 
photo was taken. 

"Much can happen to the 
shoreline real estate of a very 
popular lake," Zarzynski said. 
"Fields turned into cottage and 
house sites, dirt roads were pav
ed ... " 

Still hopefull that evidence will 
surface, Zarzynski spends 15-20 
hours a week looking for the 
elusive creature while school is 
in session. In the summer, when 
his job as a ninth-grade social 
studies teacher in Saratoga City 
Schools is over, he devotes 40-50 
hours a week to the project. 

" Over the past couple of 
years, I have developed part of 
my fieldwork toward trying to 
discover a carcass of Champ for 
retrieval and ident ification, " 
Zarzynski said. 

Using a Remotely Operated 

Vehicle (ROV), which is a 
" tethered underwater robot with 
a video camera," Zarzynski 
scanned the bottom of Lake 
Champlain for his much-needed 
proof. 

" We spent six days in 1987 
attempting to sonar-search a 
select area of Lake Champlain to 
note deep-water targets that 
might be in the range of 15-25 
feet long," he explained. 

If a target was found, divers 
would investigate. Several 
targets were found that corres
pond to the size dimensions at
tributed to Champ, but Zarzyn
ski explained that they might be 
geological features or sunken 
trees. Further investigation is 

needed. 
Zarzynski plans to continue 

his search. 
"By securing a Champ car

cass, a major step would be 
taken leading to Champ's formal 
recognition, which would ensure 
protection for the species," he 
said. 

Zarzynski asks that anyone 
who wishes to report a Champ 
sighting should contact him at 
Lake Champlain Phenomena In
vestigation (LCPI), P.O. Box 
2134, Wilton, N.Y., 12866. 

Copies of Zarzynski's book are 
available in local bookstores or 
by writing directly to him at t he 
above address . 
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C k •11• off the ear," Jones said. "They 0 W 1 lllg cut down in the head and got 
all of the ear. " 

t 
"You could tell where each seen as ac stroke of the knife was made 

and the meat was never 

f 
• touched by the blade. I've 

0 S atalll Sill skinned a lot of deer and I 
don 't consider myself a slouch, 

BY SANDY DAVIS 
Democrat Jacksonville Bureau 

Pete Benham and his wife, 
Lois, of Bethlehem (Lonoke 
County) said Tuesday they 
were afraid a satanic worship 
group slaughtered one of their 
cows two weeks ago. 

The cow, a longhorn, was 
found mutilated by the couple 
about 200 yards from their 
home. 

but that (not touching th e 
meat) would be really hard to 
do." 

But perhaps more unusual 
was the fact that there was no 
blood found . "We couldn't find 
any blood where the cow was 
killed and there was no blood 
in the cow," Jones said. 

This is the second cow the 
Benham's have lost from their 
40-cow herd in recent weeks. 
On Halloween, another was 
shot about 100 yards from their 
bouse. Jones said he did not 
think the two incidents were 
related. 

The best sighting in Maryland 
Opsasnick has on record, al
though he hasn't personally inter-
viewed the person yet , comes t-------------- ----------------1 
from Peter Hronek in Rocks, Md . 

Larry Jones, chief deputy of 
the Lonoke Sheriffs Depart
ment, agrees with the Ben
hams. "Whoever did this knew 
what they were doing," he 
said. "It was a professional job 
and we definitely think that 
it's related to devil worship." 

Jones said that both of the 

Ironically, about two 
months before the Benham's 
cow was killed, deputies dis
covered an abandoned house 

cow's eyes, one ear, sex organs, with words and drawings on 
udder bag and heart had been the walls that they believe are 
removed. "They didn 't just cut related to satanic worship, 

"He was driving his Triumph 
car in Rocks State Park a t about 
3 a.m. when he claims to have 
run into a huge ape-like crea
ture." Opsasnick said . 

"The car was totaled and the 
state troopers who investigated 
pulled flesh, ha ir and blood sam
ples from the car. " 

Opsasnick said the state police 
had the samples analyzed and 
reported they came from the 
bovine. or cow, famil y but re
fused to release the results. 

Bob Chance of Bel Air , Md., 
who previously worked on Big
foot sightings, sent the samples 
he received to a lab at the 
Un iversi ty of Wyom ing, c:: nd 
those results cla im they came 
from an animal similar to a 
pri mate. 

According to reports, the area 
was searched for a carcass of the 
animal, assum ing that it should 
have been killed by the accident. 
None was found . Farmers from a 
5-mile radius reported no missing 
livestock. 

The most recent account of a 
Bigfoot sighting was Jan . 15 in 
Scaggsv ill e, Md ., in Howard 

County. 
" What's significant about this 

sighting is that there have been a 
number of sightings in this area 
since the mid-1970s," Opsasnick 
said. " And I fi nd that hard to 
believe since it 's so close to 
Washington, D.C., and they 've 
been tearing up a lot of land in 
that area." 

ARKAN SAS DEMOCRAT, L it tl e Rock, AR - Aug . 7, 1988 

Latest theory sees cotnets bringing 
barren Earth life's building blocks 
r nfo AssOCidled Press 

BALT IMORE There i~ a 
growing consen:--us among ,.;l'J 

entists supporting the th('ory 
t hat e v o I u t 1 on m a y h a ,, t • 
started when comets bearing 
organic: c·hemicals came sail · 
1ng in from outer spare and 
crashed on a prim itive and 
barren Earth . 

Mavo Greenberg. an astron 
omer · w1th the l Jnivcrsity of' 
Leiden in the Netherlands and 
chairman of a section of' the In
ternational Astronomical 
Union dealing with cosmic 
dust. said Thursday that recent 
-.tudies continue to support 
strongly the theory that 
"comets may have been the 
prime source of' organic molec
ules to form the first building 
blocks of' !ifc" on Earth. 

"The conditions for the ori · 
gtn of life are prl'tty e<.~sy in 
terms of basic: origina l organic 
molecules." Greenberg sa id 1n 
an interview at the 20th assem 
bly of the IAU . 

He saHI the organic c:hcmi
ca ls in t he c·omets came origi
nal ly from cos mi c dust parti 
cles t ha t were processed 
thro ugh bi l lions or years in 
space. 

Greenberg said cosmic d ust 
particles so small that 100 
bi ll ion wou ld make but a pea
sized pebble arc spewed out 
of cooling stars. 

The p;trticles cool rap idly 
and help form the nebulae. or 
interstellar clouds . sN~n in 
views of the univers<' . 

While intlw clouds. he sa id, 
t he particles p ick up a c:oa ting 
of ice. methane <.~nd ~mmon i a. 
Over bi II ions of years. heat 
and r adiation from stars 
change the molecules in the 
coating into complex organic 
chemicals. he said. 

Greenberg said it is be
l ieved these pa r ticles cl u mp 
together. then jo in with othe r 
cl u mps and event ually fo r m 
comets and aste ro ids . 

Stud ies of Hal ley's co met. 

he sa id. shcwt•d it is made up 
of icc a nd d ust parti cles, and 
th at it is ve ry ri ch in orga ni c 
c he mi ca ls. 

"Co mets a rc low-densi ty. a l
most fl uffy." Greenberg sa id. 
When they st ruck t he atmos
phe re of a p r imi t ive Eavth. he 
sa id . they broke apa rt and --a 
s ign ifica nt fr act ion wo u ld 
reac h the Earth's su tf'31ce u n
changed" in chemistry. 

He sa id there now also is 
st rong ev ide nce tha t "very 
probab ly a ll o f the water in the 
ocea n s was s u p ~l icd by 
comets. A ve ry la rge budge t of 
co mp lex organic mo lcc ul {:'S 
ca me in with tha t wate r." 

The result '1 

''A primord ia l soup t'rom 
which li fe could de\·elop." 
Greenberg said. 

The ast ronomer said the 
proc:ess in thi s theory could be 
at work th ro ugho ut the uni 
verse. strength en ing th e con
cept tha t li fe a lso may have de
ve loped on other J) la nets 

Jones said. 
The house is about two 

miles from the Benham's farm . 
"We had some experts on 

devil worship come up here 
and look at the drawings," 
Jones said. "They said the 
drawings and words were done 
by someone who knew what 
they were doing. They think 
it'S really serious." 

Authorities have no 
su&pects in the killing of the 
Benham's cow. "You have to 
understand that these people 
are really secretive," Jones 
said. "We're treating it like 
any other case. We keep our 
ears open, but so far, we 
haven't heard a thing. That 
tells you something ri ght 
there." 

Mrs. Benham is also con
cerned about the financi a l 
losses she and her husband 
are suffering. "My husband is 
75. He can't work. We're out 
there trying to make a living 
off our cows," Mrs. Benham 
said. 
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i Bigfoot is said to lurk in wait of Halloween hikers 
~ By Jay Apperson 

Staff writer 
Bigfoot stalks the woods as the 

hulking, hairy. star attraction of 
~ the annual Halloween hike at Pa-

tapsco Valley State Park. The fa
eo bled beast Is a natural for the rntle
eo long spook trail. says park ranger 
"" Susan Rose. because rumors of Its 

X 

~ presence have become park folk
o lore . 
I""\ Reports of eerie nocturnal cries 

• continue to make their way to Carl 
~ Livesay. manager of the McKeldln 
0 area of the park and a ranger 
1 there since 1961. He said no one 

has uncovered evidence of Bigfoot 
jl In the park. but as recently as a 
~ couple of weeks ago a camper told 
~ him of hearing a mysterious 

..... screech. 
u "He said he heard a strange 
._. noise. a high-pitched scream, e higher than any person's voice, 

higher even than any woman's 
voice,· Mr. Livesay said last week. 

~ That description Is similar to one 
~ given by Dennis Volkman. who 
~ frequently camps In the area In his 
c.f.l search for Bigfoot. 

lhey'll whistle. They'll scream 
o like a woman.· Mr. Volkman 
u claimed last week. He claims to 
9 have recorded the shrieks of the 
_

0

< Bigfoot and says. "I can take you 
..... out any night and play that tape 
a:l 

and I'll have one down there In 
five minutes.· 

He knows you probably won't 
believe htm, and others dlamlss 
his claims. but Mr. Volkman tn
stata that at leut u SWoot mon
sters live In the park. 

His claims make the skeptical 
laugh. but they may send a chill 
down your spine the next ttrile 
you're alone In the park after 
dark. Mr. Volkman, a 41-year-old 
clerk from Brooklyn Park, claims 
the creatures he's seen In the park 
usually resemble cave men or go
rillas. But they also take the form 
of wolves and other wtldllfe, and 
they can disappear and float In the 
air. 

These Bigfoot monsters are. Mr. 
Volkman claims, actually aliens 
dropped from a UFO Into Liberty 
Reservoir In the early 1970s. 
These creatures have glowing red 
eyes and are capable of reading 
minds and scaring the hell out of 
you. Mr. Volkman says. 

!hey can do whatever they 
want. They have psychic powers," 
Mr. Volkman maintains. !hey 
can be In the form of a creature, 
and they can be a light floating 
around." 

Mr. Volkman claims to have 
seen red lights floating through 
the air In the park at least 200 

Urnes. 
The aliens' psychic powers are 

such that he can't bring himself to 
think about them every day. Mr. 
Volkman maintained. 

"Believe me, brother, they can 
destroy your mtnd, • Mr. Volkman 
claimed. "I've been spooked many 
times when they dldn 't want me 
there.· 

Mr. Volkman claims the ani
mals emit a powerful, oily odor. "It 
will make you sick to your stom
ach.· he said. He also claims to 
have captured on videotape a fe
male Bigfoot starting to material
ize. 

Mark Opsasntck Is director of 
the Bigfoot Information Project. a 
clearing house for Bigfoot-related 
Information. Of Mr. Volkman's 
claims, Mr. Opsasntck said, "I feel 
Dennis Volkman believe- what he 
Is saytng Is true but I've never 
seen any evidence that Bigfoot Is 
any more than a physical, biologi
cal animal. There Is no evidence 
that It Is of extraterrestrial or su
pernatural origin.· 

Mr. Opsasnlck said a more con
vincing account of a possible Big
foot sighting comes from Sykes
ville resident Anthony Dorsey. Mr. 
Dorsey, a 35-year-old firefighter. 
has said he was responding to his 
dogs barking one night In May 

1973 when he shined his flash
light Into the woods near his Nor
ris Avenue home. The beams 
picked up two glowing eyes In the 
woods. 

"It was a long time ago, but It's 
nothing I can ever forget," Mr. Dor
~ said last week. "The eyes were 
kind ~spread far apart across the 
front of a face ." He said he never 
saw the figure of a txxty, but he 
believes the eyes were at least 7 
feet off the ground. 

Mr. Dorsey's account Is rela
tively credible, Mr. Opsasnlck 
satd, because "he doesn't elabo
rate. He's a fireman, he's been In 
the community all his life and It 
ties In with the other slghtlngs In 
that area.· 

The Bigfoot Information Project 
claims that more than 20 sight
togs of a "BBgfoot -type creature" oc
curred In and near Sykesville be
tween May 1973 and June 1973. 
The reports Included an 8-foot-tall 
grayish-white, hair-covered ape 
walking through a backyard on 
Schoolhouse Road and an 8-foot
tall ape-like best. caked wtth mud, 
running from side of Route 32 and 
Into the woods near the Patapsco 
River. 

Reports of more recent sight
logs In Howard County, as pub
lished by Mr. Opsasnlck's organ!-

zatlon, Include a 30-year-old 
man's claim that a 9-foot-tall Big
foot ran through his backyard 
near Harding Road and Old 
Scaggsvllle Road In Scaggsvllle 
last Jan. 15. In 1987 a woman 
living near Columbia reported 
flndtng 20-lnch footprints In the 
snow near her home, the organiza
tion reports. 

But Mr. Opsasnlck said last 
week that the chances that a Big
foot Is living In Howard County are 
"pretty much slim and none.· He 
said he believes much of Maryland 
may have once been a migratory 
route for the creature. The Sykes
ville sighting may have been of a 
Bigfoot passing through the area. 
he claimed. 

Still, what about those mysteri
ous cries In the park? 

-When you're out In the woods 
at night even small sounds tP.nd to 
be magntfled," Mr. Llves<oy says. 

·we cover all of this area at all 
hours, and If there was any 
strange animal out here we would 
have seen it. We're not just riding 
on the paved roads. We're In the 
brush and along the service 
roads." 

Mr. Volkman says. "I don't ex
pect you to believe anything until 
you experience It yourself.· 
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College professor's 
search for Bigfoot 
is about to heat up 
By ANNE DUDLEY 
McCialchy News ServiCe 

fRESNO- If he can get his 
homemade he licopter fl yi ng, Big
loot expert Grover Krantz will take 
to the a ir this spring with an infra
red heat detector to search for an 
el usive man-ape creature in the for
ests of Washington. 

Krantz. an associate professor at 
Washington State U niversit y, re
vealed his plan last week while in 
Fresno to lecture on "An Anthropo
logical Approach to Rigfoot" at 
California State University, Fres
no. 

His idea is that as the snow 
melts, the decaying remains of any 
Higfoot that di ed during the winter 
will he detec ted hy the infrared 
mechanism. 

Hl: ~id in an interview that there 
arc 2,000 of the 800-pound animals 
in the Pacific Northwest and Cana
da alone. None of the legendary 
creatures has ever been captured , 
nor do most people even believe 
they exist. 

Despite this. Krantz has devoted 
much of his spare time since 1969 
looking for Bigfoot. examining evi
dence others have found of its exis
tence and trying to convince skep
tics that Bigfoo t is real. He has a 
map marked with more than 500 
sightings, mostly in Washington . 

His 20-year obsession has been 
bittersweet. the anthropologist 
said . 

"My reputation has suffered tcr
nbly. I've got the label of a lunatic 
fr inge." he said . "The th ing is. I 
knew this would happen . 

"It 's too bad. but I asked for it." 
Krant1. 57, began "pokin g 

around" for Rigfoo t in 19 6 3 in 
Northern California, and began 
"seriously invest igating" the legend 
Sl). years later at Washington State. 

"Basicall y. the big tipover was 
when I had the opportunity to sec 
!lome actual footprints." he said. "I 
made a cast of it and it was quite 
intriguing. 

"At that point . it meant I had to 
study it scno u~ly. Not j ust poking 
a hout at1t. " 

He hcl1eves th e c reatu re to be 
probably clo~ r to man than gorilla. 
hut " clca rlv not human." 

He csurrwtcd th:lt he has spent 
$70.000 of h1 s own money and lost 

about $70,000 in promotions and 
pay raises because his credibility as 
a scholar was tainted by his belief 
in Bigfoot. 

"Years ago, (Washington State) 
said, 'You'd be be tter off if you 
d o n't do this,'" he said. "Now. 
gradually, (my Bigfoot assertions) 
have gotten more respect (on cam
pus)." 

It helps, he said, that the univer
sity's new president, Sam Smith, is 
"fascinated" by the subject. 

Bigfoot has held the fascination 
of many the world over. Krantz 
said he gets a letter on the creature 
about once a week. One of the skep
tical variety arrived from a D1ane 
Horton in Denver seven year~ ago, 
questioning Krantz about some of 
his assertions. which she had read 
about in a newspaper article. 

The two began corresponding, 
and a year later, Horton and 
Krantz were married. 

There are even about a dozen se
rious Bigfoot hunters who hope to 
bring the first carcass of one out of 
the woods. Surprisingly. Krantz 
sa id the hunters have his blessing. 

"Yes, I'm in full support of them 
because if one of them docs not 
succeed, then the Sasquatch (an
other name for Bigfoot) might be
come extinct," he said, adding that 
only a dead Bigfoot body will prove 
to skeptics that the creature exists. 

Until non-believers arc con
vinced, the search lacks official 
blessing and manpower. reducing 
the probability of finding the noc
turnal creatures. he said. 

" They could be an endangered 
species. If there is something they 
need, maybe we can help them," 
Krantz said. 

The capture of a Bigfoot also 
would convince skeptics, he said, 
hut would be much more difficult 
to accomplish . 

Krantz himself has never seen 
Bigfoot. 

"I think I smelled one once." he 
said. "It's a rather foul smell." 

He said it was a scent dcscrihcd 
many times hy others on the trail of 
Sasquatch - the overpowering 
stench of body wastes and sweat. 

"I don't really care whether I see 
o ne or not ," he said. "I'm suffi
cie ntly c o nvinced that they're 
rea l." 

Ranchers shaking their heads 
over mysterious cow deaths 

ByGREGWEES 
News Regional Editor 

The Holt County Sheriff's Depart
ment has investigated the death of a 
cow that a Chambers rancher says 
was mutilated with surgical preci
sion. 

Another mutilation was reported 
about the same lime in a pasture 
more than '50 miles away near Spald
ing in Greeley County . 

Deputy Sheriff Alan Rowse of 
O'Neill said he considered the death 
of the cow near Chambers as suspi· 
cious in nature. 

"It was lhe way the skin was cut 
around the mouth and jaw. That was 
the main thing," Rowse said Thurs
day. "All four of the teats were re· 
moved and the female organs." 

The animal had been dead for seve
ral days, Rowse said , and "it 's hard 
to tell if animals did that." 

The rancher, who asked that his 
name not be used, said he didn't think 
predators were responsible. 

"If you had seen the surgery - it's 
fantastic," the rancher said Thurs
day by telephone. "It 's so smooth 
that it wouiG make a doctor envious." 

He said the 8-year-old cow's lips, 
muzzle and tongue were cut away. 

Asked if there was a possibility that 
predators were responsible, he said, 
"Absolutely no chance. It was done 
so smooth." 

The rancher said he has talked with 
a dozen ranchers who have lost cattle 
under similar circumstances in the 
last eight years. 

He said the lack of tracks leads him 
to believe that a helicopter was used 
to fly in . Why someone would want to 
mutilate a cow, however, is a mys
tery, he said. 

The rancher said he found the 
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DoES 0cOPOGO, THE SERPENT 

monster of British 
Columbia 's Okanagan 
Lake, exist? According to 
loca l records more than 
200 sightings have been 
reported , the mos t recent on 
July 31 by William Allsup 
and his 18-yea r-old 
dal.A ghter Sheila of 
Kelowna . They were 
boating on the giant 
southern B.C. lake when 

they sighted a blackish 
green object with two large 
humps, about 40 feet long 
and 18 inches wide. 

Cryptozoologists believe 
that Ogopogo is one of 36 
giant, aquatic creatures 
existing in the world, 
mai nly around the area of 
the 50th parallel and in very 
deep water. Okanaga n Lake 
is approximately 90 miles 
long and 1,000 feet deep . 

animal Sept. 16 in a pasture east of 
Chambers and estimated it had been 
killed the night of Sept. 13. 

A rancher west of Spalding also 
said he found a dead cow Sept. 16 that 
appeared to be mutilated. 

The Spalding rancher, who asked 
that his name not be used, sa id an 
almost perfectly round 13-inch hole 
was cut through the front of tbe ani
mal's chest and the rear end of the 
animal was removed. 

The cow's heart was gone, he said. 
"I don't see how a predator can cut 

a 13-inch hole and the hide is com
pletely gone," the rancher said. 

He said he did not report the death 
to county authorites but had a veteri· 
narian look at the remains. 

Both cows, which lay where they 
were found, lacked any traces of 
blood around them, the two ranchers 
said. 

USA TODAY, Arlington, 
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COLORADO 
GREEN MOUNTAIN FALLS -
"Monster hunters" are investigat· 
ing March sighting; of 2 hairy, Big
foot-like creatures. Mysterious 
footprints. cries, smells also were 
reported in area, thought to be stop 
on creatures' migration path. 

According to Okanagan 
Indian legend , Ogopogo 
was dubbed "Na' h-a-itk" 
and lived in a cave near 
Squally Point, south of 
Kelowna. Indians believed 
it was foolish to approach 

' ha-a-itk's watery lair 
without carrying a small 
animal aboard their canoes 
as a sacrifice in case the 
feared serpent required 
appeasement. A Kelowna 
resident, Arlene Gaa l, 
considered to be an expert 
on Ogopogo for the past 16 
years, reports that Ogopogo 
has been consistently 
spotted at speci fic times 20 
and places on the lake, 
usually during very warm 
weather and mirror-fl at 
water. 


