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~-Valley residents share close encounters with UFOs 
U"\ 
..c First of two parts 
:: By Bill Roberts 
~ Tribune wri18r 

COMING MONDAY: Did aliens 
capture an Arizona man? 

A re unidentified flying objects sim-
N ply the bogy that lives within each 
< of us? The one that believes some-

If there is a line between such neatly 
opposing viewpoints, then the stories that 
follow almost surely grow from it They 
come from reputable people - and more 
of them than ever are coming forward 
today - with detailed accounts of close 
encounters they dared not make public in a 
less sympathetic era. 

~ thing dark and evil waits beneath the bed 
~ at night? That suggests the sounds outside 
~ are more than leaves whipped by a mid

e-. night storm? That envisions the tree itself, 
~ given the proper moonlight and blackness, 
~ as a gnarled, shriveled body with a soul all 
ii:i its own? 
~ Or are UFOs real? Do saucerians far 
e-; beyond our earthly mental abilities study 
en us as we do monkeys at the wo? Do they 
~ walk among us? Or attempt to communi
~ cate? Or occasionally steal us in the night? 

"I don't go out and look for UFOs, and I 
don't go out of my way to be up on them," 
says 38-year~ld Lyn Caldwell, a secretary 
in the flight controls department of the 
McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Co. in Mesa. 
"But I know what I saw. What 1 saw was so 

~ Air traffic controllers, 
i FAA at odds on UFOs 
..c 
u 
~ By KRIS NEWCOMER 
:£ Rocky Mountain News Stall Writer 

I 
The government is blaming a 

8 power outage, but some air traffic 
~ controllers say that's not what 
~ caused apparent UFOs to appear 
> on radar at the Denver Air Route 
~ Traffic Control Center in Long
o mont. 

"These unidentified targets 

~ ~0p0;aer~n~\~e n:rc~a~\;~~~~a!~d ~::~ 
z tudes," said air traffic controller 
z Kevin Cain. 
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< In comments released Friday, 
~ Cain said the UFO incident oc
S curred Tuesday - luckily at a 
S:: slow time of day. The Longmont 
>< center controls aircraft flying 
t5 across Colorado and Wyoming and 
~ parts of five other states. 

During the incident, Cain wrote 
that "some controllers had a dozen 
or more of these targets merging 
with actual aircraft targets over a 
half-hour period." 

Mitch Barker, a spokesman for 

the Federal Aviation Administra
tion, said the problem was traced 
to a damaged component in the 
center·s computer system. He 
theorized that the damage was 
caused by a commercial power 
outage in Grand Junction .the day 
before false targets started ap
pearing on Longmont radar 
screens. 

But Cain said he doesn't blame 
the power outage. 

Cain said he believes "the new 
computer just went haywire for 
that period of time." 

Neither official so much as hint
ed that the blips on Longmont ra
dar screens were representative of 
unidentified objects. 

The FAA is sticking with the 
power outage theory, Barker said. 

"Yes, I'm sure," he said. 
"I'm not saying that's the offi

cial explanation. I mean, you can 
never say 'definitely,'" he said. 

"Of course, I can't swear on the 
Bible or anything. But I'm sure." 

Associated Press contributed to 
this report. 

~ LETTERS To The Editor 
0:: 

...:. Dear Sentinel: 

..... 1 have enclosed 3 photos that I took on the afternoon of 3117 at about 
3:45p.m. from the Garcon Point peninsula. The photos were taken facmg 

o:: west with a Polaroid 600 camera wh1ch I carry w1th me on the JOb. (I am a 
u real estate agent). 1 was able to snap 3 photos in rapid success1on before 
"" the object departed to the west. I'm not sure what I photographed but 1t 
oo wasn't one of our local aircraft. This thing made no no1se and climbed 
"" away like a rocket. 1 can't reveal my name because my co·workers would 

• think 1 fl ipped out. Maybe your newspaper can id?ntify this. because I 
o sure cannot (I am also a retired airforce F-4 pilot) . I ve enclosed a sketch 
M of what little detail I could see. 
"5 Thanks, 
'-' Astounded in Milton 
ell P.S. My truck would not start for about 5 minutes after th.e object left and I 
X not1ced that 1 had built up a pretty stout stat1c electnc charge when I 

,.J 

~ 
1-+ 
e-; 

touched the door handle. 

ffi VIS181E I•JI..U Ool.l~ . 
en Drawing sent in by "Astounded in Milton" (The craft in his photos was too 

small to show up on newsprint.) 

clear and precise." 
Caldwell and the others are not 

conooisseurs of UFO tales, nor do 
they live on distant continents. They 
are from Apache Junction, Tempe 
and Mesa. In each case, their UFO 
encounter was a memorable but one
time experience, not a regular diet 
sandwiched between reading the 
palms and studying the stars. More
over, they are family people with pro
fessional reputations at stake. To tell 
their stories, they say, is to subject 
themselves to ridicule and criticism. 
Several said they didn't cru:e any
more. 

Perhaps most importantly, many 
of their stories are remarkably simi
lar in description and detail. though 
they never have talked to each other. 

What Caldwell knows she saw. as 
did others that day in Ohio, was an 
oblong, silver object that hovered 
about 150 feet above them. There 
were no death rays there or masked 
invaders, just simple flashes of 
colored light coming from an object 
that vanished half an hour later at 
interstellar speed. 

Her story begins in suburban 
Toledo in late 1972. Her husband at 
the time, a Toledo police officer, was 
driving their 1969 Shelby Cobra 
toward St. Luke's Hospital to visit her 
brother. She was riding beside him. 

Caldwell says she spotted an object 
not quite as large as a blimp moving 
above them. Red, blue and white 
lights pulsated from capsule-like win
dews across a clear, afternoon sky. 

When they arrived at the hospitaL 
the object hovered just beyond the 
parking lot. It would move slowly, 
then it would stop It made no noise, 
she says. 

"It was low enough that we could 
see the windows and the lights com
ing out of them," says Caldwell . 
"Maybe 15 or 20 other people in 
orderly outfits gathered in the park
ing lot to watch it. It was still, then 
it went straight up. It was like it eva
porated. It was gone. When it was 
over, the man next to us said, 'They're 
going to think we're nuts.· " 

Like the others Caldwell says she 
has seen only one UFO. She and her 
husband were rel11ctant to discuss 
what they saw, and nothing about it 
was printed in Ohio newspapers. 

Another woman who now lives in 
Mesa was taking care of her four 
young children in Marion, Ohio, about 
the same time. Her encounter 100 
miles south of Toiedo was similar to 
Caldwf'll's. Th.r'~ years later in the 
Panhandle of ~:<"xas. a woman who 
today is a Tempe clothing store man
ager, descnbes a similar vehicle that 
landed near her home, 

What theie people have in common 
is this: They kept the1r stone.> private 
and only reluctantly discuss them 
now. What their minds saw at the 
time remain very clear to them, but 
something else also happened. The 
sightings evoked a common emotion 
that set them apart from the .. nor
mal crowd" and made them alone in 
the experience. 

~ Area Bigfoot, UFO reports 
~ featured on 'Inside Edition' 
-5 Area ~igfoot and UFO 
~ aficionados will be featured on 
:£ "Inside Edition" l<~riday. 

The program airs locally on 
< KDKA TV-2at 11:30p.m. 
C~.< The segment is devoted to re-
~ ports ofsightings in Pennsylvania 

oo with particular attention to the 
~ chronicles of alleged UFO and Big 

.l:l Foot occurrences in the Chestnut 
~ Ridge area. 
QJ Reporter Jeff Cole interviewed 
~ Stan Gordon, director of the 
t.!l Greensburg-based Pennsylvania 
~ Association for the Study of the 
~ Unexplained as well as PASU 
H consultant, John Biondi, a 
> Greensburg psychologist. 
~ PASU is an all-volunteer, state
~ wide scientific clearinghouse that 
S conducts investigations into UFO 
~ sightings, Bigfoot phenomena and 
~ other unusual and extraordinary 
e-; occurrences. 

Also interviewed for the pro
gram was Bill Dascani of Latrobe, 
who reports having seen a low
level UFO in the Norvelt area and 
Bob France ofVandergrifl., whose n 
encounter with a Big Foot crea- :;:.::~ 
ture on Chestnut Ridge was the 
subject of a recent Philadelphia en 
Inquirer piece. 

Gordon, who has been the sub- ~ 
ject of other programs in recent a_ 
months, says the media interest in o 
Bigfoot and UFO sightings is more :J 

a response to renewed public in
terest in the unexplained phe
nomena. 

"The public is more aware of 
the phenomena, that UFO citings 
are occurring and we need an ex
planation for them," says Gordon, 
who has been investigating them 
for more than 29 years but has yet 
to glimpstl one. 
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Cl'l 'Walton Experience' continues to defy skepticism 
~ Woodcutter says aliens 
"" ~ abducted him in 197 5 
N .Second of two parts 
< By Ric Clarke 
Q) Tnbune writer 
Q. 
e 
Q) 

E-< 

SNOWFLAKE - Travis Walton is still fighting back the 
awful images. 

The hovering craft and its blinding beam of ligbl The crea
~ tures' repulsive chalky skin and liquidy- r-------. 
::> black eyes. The room of stars. The myste
~ rious five-day time lapae. 
~ And the ridicule of eart.blinp. 

They are all part of an incident that 
~ thrust Walton into an international media 
~ spotlight and upended this sleepy fann

town 13 years ago. 

blue eyes. "Everything that happened to me seems like a 
piece of something more." 

But the "Walton Experience," as it has come to be known, is 
·more than a sensational story or a personal tragedy. 

For five days in November, 1975, the 
22-year~ld woodcutter disappeared with

It is one of the few reported UFO encounters that has stu~ 
bornly defied the skeptics. 

out a trace, then reappeared with a com
pelling tale of abduction aboard a space- W It 
craft a on 

WaltM, now 36 and a father of four, said the experience 
has permanently altered his life. 

There are six eyewitnesses who have passed polygraph 
tests. Walton has done the same, as well as subjected himself 
to psychological and physical examinations that have dis
pelled accusations of drug-induced hallucination or a cleverly 
orchestrated hoax. 

Science has yet to disprove the Walton Experience. 
'1t will always be there. It changed everything forever," 

said the soft-spoken, withdra\Wl outdoorsman with distant 
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200 gather 
for meeting 
about UFOs 
Speaker was 'contactee' 

By Stephen Steed 
GAZETIE FAYETIEVILLE BUREAU 

EUREKA SPRINGS - "Bet ter 
not touch the hull, pal, it's hot." 

Those supposedly were the first 
words spoken to Dr. Daniel Fry by 
an alien being whose flying saucer 
landed .July 4, 1950, at the White 
Sands Rocket Proving Grounds in 
New Mexico. 

Fry , who claims he was one of 
the first "contactees," was an en
gineer then. Now he's a frequent 
speaker at UFO conferences across 
the nation. 

This weekend, Fry, of Alamo 
Gordo, .M., joined about 200 
other UFO enthusiasts who met in 
Eureka Springs for a three-day 
conference to talk about phenom
ena of outer space. 

Most of those in attendance were 
believers that earthlings weren't 
the only living beings in t he uni
verse . 

Others were curious enough to at 
least consider the prospect of life 
elsewhrre . 

All were serious about their 
work , or their hobbies . 

"You bet this is serious," Russell 
Matthews of Baltimore, Md ., said. 
"You won't find anyone overtly 
making light of what we are doing 
here." 

llr was right. This wasn't a "Star 
Trek" convention- the re were no 
antennae playfully dangling from 
<:onventionPers· heads , no space 
suits, and no jokes about "little 
green men 

Instead , the conference featu red 
about a dozen speakers, most of 
them authors or researchers, who 
talked about possib le sighti ngs 
and possib le land ings of UFOs 
around the world. They also dis
cussed what those aliens might 
have done while they were here. 

One part of the conference cen
tered on cattle mutilations, some 
of which has occurred in Arkan
sas. Others centered on t he media's 
coverage of possib le UFO sighti ngs 
and on the government's unwill
ingness to openly investigate the 
prospect of life beyond Earth. 

"If there's any credibility to be 
lent to any of this work , a lot of it 
is going to have to come from t he 
government ," said Vicki Cooper , 
publisher of UFO Magazi ne, 
founded in Los Angeles in 1986. 

Fry , now HI, said he didn •t get 
much help from the government
or anyone else - when he re
ported the landing at White Sands. 

He said the spaceship and the 
voice that came from it startled 
him so much t hat he fell backward. 

He got up only after the "alien" 
said: "Take it easy, pal, you're 
among friends ." 

Fry has written of his extra-ter· 
restrial contact in a book , "To Men 
of Earl h," which he sells at confer
ences like the one in Eu reka 
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Springs . 
"There always will be skeptics 

and cy nics ," Fry said . " I knew that 
when I decided to come forth ]in 
1952] with the story . 

"Who's to say something like 
that never happens? People a l
ways doubt these things, until it 
happ-2ns to them. I was a skeptic 
myself, even after it happened." 

Fry said he has no reason to 
disbelieve anyone when they say 
they have sf'en a UFO or spotted 
ah alien being. 

" I 'd say, generally, t hat if any
one who says hf' had contact with 
an extra-terrestrial and tells about 
it consistently and constantly for a 
year, I'd say ht> had that visit," Fry 
said . 

Lou Farish of Plumerville, who 
helped organize the confe rence, 
said he hoped it becomes an annual 
event for Eureka Springs. This 
year 's conference ends today. 

1 FO-watching is gaining credi
bility, he said . 

And much to Walton's chagrin, people 
refuse to let it fade. It is still as much a 
source of fascination today as it was more 
than a decade ago. 

To Walton, it is a source of pain. The stress 
surfaces in his voice as he describes the night
mare. This, he said, will be the last time he 
retells il 

He was one of eight loggers who were thin
ning trees for the Forest Service about eight 
miles southwest of Heber on a chilly fall day. 

It was just after sundown when the men, 
crowded into a crew cab truck, noticed a 
bright light searing through the treetops. 
Moments later, they came upon the disc 
hovering about 25 feet above the ground. 

"There was no mistaking this thing. This 
was not a glowing glob of light in the dis
tance," Walton said. "It had a hard outline. It 
was plain to see." 

Ignoring the advice of his frightened col
leagues, Walton left the truck and 
approached for a closer look. 

He described the saucer as about 25 feet in 
diameter with an array of exterior lights. 
Walton got close enough to hear sounds from 
inside the craft and to sense he was in dan
ger. 

As he turned to run, he was hit by what the 
others later described as a "brilliant beam of 
energy" that knocked him through the air. 

The crew panicked and fled, then 
regrouped and returned to the scene. Walton 
and the saucer were gone. 

Walton remembers waking on a table in 
the presence of three creatures. 

They were "basically hwnanoid," he said, 
with chalky white skin and no hair. There was 
no verbal communication and their faces 
revealed no emotion. 

They were wearing orange coveralls made 
of a suede-like material. 

Their mast striking feature was their huge, 
black eyes, which sent a chill through him 
when they blinked. 

"It was just like they were looking right 
through you. They were so large," Walton 
said. 

Looking back on the experience, Walton 
remembers the creatures as non-threatening. 

"They remind me of these pictures you see 
of a human fetus," he said. 

But at the time, they were terrifying. 
Walton lashed out at the creatures, then 

bolted down a hallway that led to a dark 
room. 

The room lightened as he entered it. The 
walls were covered with stars. In the center 
was a chair and a control panel. 

He frantically pushed buttons on the panel, 
hoping one would open a door and provide an 
escape. Instead, they moved the star patterns 
in sudden, jerking motions around the room. 

Walton suddenly felt a presence. 
"I turned and there was a man standing in 

the doorway. It looked just like a human. I 
thought it was," he said. 

Believing the "human" would help him, 
Walton allowed himself to be led out of the 
craft to a large hangar-like area that con
tained other saucers. He was taken to a room, 
placed on another table and fitted with a 
mask. 

"As soon as that mask was over my face, I 
just grayed out," he said. "The next thing I 
knew I woke up on the highway outside of 
Heber." 

Walton looked up in time to see the craft 
race out of sight in the night sky. 

He wandered into Heber and called a rela
tive who took him to his mother's home in 
Snowflake. 

His family told him that what he believed 
was a two-hour experience actually was a 
five-day absence. They told him about the 
massive search that Gila County officials 
estimate cast the sheriff's office $10,000. And 
they told him about the uproar his disappear
ance and the woodcutters' spa~hip story 
had caused in his hometown Snowflake. 

Walton said he was in a state of shock. 
"They figured I was in no shape to handle 

il I don't think I was," he said. 
The family cloistered Walton in a brother's 

house in Phoenix, out of harm's way. 
There he was interviewed by then-Gila 

County Sheriff Marlin Gillispie and inspected 
by doctors provided by the Aerial Phenomena 
Research Organization. 

Physical and psychological exams were 
conducted at Barrow Neurological Institute 
the next day. 

Psychiatrist Dr. Gene Rosenbaum of 
Durango, Colo., gave Walton a clean bill of 
mental health. 

"This young man is not lying. There is no 
collusion involved, no attempt to hoax," 
Rosenbaum said. "And there is no evidence of 
drugs in this issue." 

Walton, a Mormon, said he has never 
touched narcotics or alcohol. 

Phoenix polygrapher George Pfeffer also 
cleared Walton. 

"Travis Walton has answered all questions 
in a manner that he is convinced to be truth
ful," Pfeffer reported. 

Rosenbaum also noted that the experience 
had left Walton "going through a life crisis 
like we all do after a death or a divorce." 

Walton agrees that he was "a wreck." 
"I just couldn't bear to think about what 

happened. I couldn't talk about it. I couldn't 
deal with it at all," he said. 

He also was hypnotized, an experience that 
eased the stress and gave further credence to 
his story. 

"It allowed me to repeat the story for the 
first time without all this terrific fear," he 
said. 

He returned home to Snowflake where the 
experience continued to take its personal toll 
in terms of nightmares and a continual, 
ominous presence during his waking hours. 

"I was warned this is the sort of thing that 
can just take over your life," he said. "I've 
had to make a specific effort to live as nor
mally as pnssible to try to put this into the 
background." 

Walton said he began granting interviews 
as rumors started circulating and cropping 
up in news accounts. Eventually he also 
wrote a book, The Walton Experience. 

The book has not been a moneymaker. But 
he maintains that was not the intent. 

"I felt a need to set the record straight," rw 
said. 

He can assess his losses from tht' 
experience, however. It has cast him jo~. 
friends and a reputation. 

''All in all, I've last badly from this thing.·· 
Another concern is the impact it has on his 

children. 
His two sons and two daughters, ranging i..n 

age from 2 to 10, also are victims of ridicule. 
he said. 

"They have heard about it from everyonr 
but me. This is not something I permit to be 
discussed in the house," said Walton, wh•· 
fears the children are too young to under
stand. "When they're old enough, 111 go into it 
with them." 

Life isn't easy in a town of 4,000, many of 
whom believe he is either crazy or a liar. 

Former Sheriff Gillispie stops short or 
making either accusation. But he is not a 
believer. 

"Those individuals saw what they thought 
was a UFO. I just find that a little hard to 
believe," he said. 1'1 don't have anything io 
support that one way or the other, but neithr•· 
do thev." 

Sheriff's Lt. E.M. Romo, who was involY"'i 
in the missing-person investigation. is 1"""" 
tactful. 

"I think these were fantasies he was livin~ 
If you fantasize enough, you start to belie\ ' 
it," he .said. "Maybe he had a chance to liw 
one of these fantasies and he took it." 

Walton said he is just trying to live a rf'al
ity, but it's not getting a lot easier. 

"We've talked of leaving, but I'm not going 
to run away from it," Walton said. "I can sort 
these things out of my life in as practical a 
way as possible. I'm just going to go on being 
me." 
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By R.E. RAMCHARAN 
H•y• D•lly News 

RUSSELL - Exactly what 
several dozen citizens saw or hoped 
to see in the night sky over Russell 
County Feb. 24 may never be known 
for certain. 

What is known is that· one woman 
claims to have been invited aboard 
alien ships on several occasions, 
and several people claim to have 
been followed or cha sed by 
unidentified flying obiects. 

In a story published that day in 
the Russell Daily News, Donna 
Butts, 36, Russell, said that large 
numbers of alien spaceships would 
appear in the sky after dark "so 
people will know they are here, and 
that they do exist. " 

In fact, according to Russell Daily 
News r eporte r Irene Jepsen , 
nothing happened. Jepsen and three 
fr iends spent much of that night 
driving around Russell County, 
watching for the ships. She saw " a 
lot of activi ty. " 

But, she added, " I did not at any 
time think they were anything but 
ordinary aircraft. " 

Several people called her after 
that night with accounts of UFO 
sightings , including one man who 
said he was sitting in a pickup with 
his wife and children in a field north 
of the city . Jepsen said he claimed 
that at about 9 :45 p.m. a cluster of 
lights came out of a gully and 
headed for the truck. When he 
turned on his headl ights , the 
apparition vanished. 

The next day, J epsen said, " I did 
go to the area and there was 

II On several occasions she has been aboard the 
aliens' spaceships. "They take hold of you, and they 
have this little black box on the right side of their 
belts. Then they push a couple of buttons and next 
thing you know, you're aboard the ship." 

nothing to see. As far as marks on 
the ground, there was nothing." 

Another woman claimed that she 
had seen a UFO near the Pioneer 
exit, about 5 miles east of here, 
Jepsen said . That UFO was 
described as a " strobe light" 
traveling northwest. 

None of these people are willing to 
say publicly who they are and what 
they saw. Nor has anyone called 
Russell County Sheriff Robert L. 
Balloun. 

Balloun said he was aware of the 
rumored sightings, but, he said, 
" We haven't had any reports of 
anything unusual in the county at 
all. It 's been pretty quiet ; we'd like 
to keep it that way. 

" I did have a deputy out that 
night and he didn 't see anything at 
all . Apparently some people can see 
it and some people can't. " 

That so many people claim to 
have seen UFOs does not surprise 
Philip Klass , a contributing editor 
to Avi ation Week and Space 
Technology magazine and a 
member of the Committee for 
Scientifi c Investigation of Claims of 

Donna Butts 

the Paranormal. 
' 'There is a psychological 

impact," Klass said in a telephone 
interv iew from his home in 
Washington. " I have often said that 
if I could get the Washington Post to 
publish a story that UFOs had been 
sighted over Washington, I can 
guarantee that 20 or 30 people will 
call in the next day to report that 
they, too, have seen it. 

"Some of them may really have 
seen something - others, sort of a 
'me, too' effect. If the Post, or any 
newspaper, follows up with another 
story saying UFOs have been 
sighted over Washington or Hays or 
wherever again last night, then 
more people, again, not kooks, but 
just curious people, will go out 
looking." 

In 22 years of investigating UFO 
reports, Klass said, he has yet to 
find one whose explanation was 
aliens from another planet. 

" Any person who will stand 
outside at night on a clear night for 
two or three hours, I can guarantee 
they will see something they cannot 
identify or explain. It may be a 
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meteor fireball. It may be 
re-entering space debris . It may be 
an advertising airplane. It may be a 
<Strategic Air Command> aircraft 
engaged in refueling maneuvers." 

Butts was one of two people 
quoted in the Dec. 13, 1988, edition 
of the grocery store tabloid Weekly 
World News. "They're coming ! 
Space alien invasion only three 
years away, says top UFO expert ," 
read the headline. 

A recent issue of the newspaper 
featured the headline, "Space alien 
baby found on Mt. Everest" on the 
front page. 

In the December story, Butts was 
quoted as saying she had been in 
contact with the aliens since 1984 
and that the visits were connected 
with prophecies scattered 
throughout the Bible. 

She refuses to meet with 
reporters, but in a telephone 
interview she said that she had been 
receiving messages from an alien 
named Peter or Cephas. 

"Peter called himself a 
multidimensional being, " she said. 
She described him as being 6 feet 
tall, with silver hair and blue eyes, 
about 60 years old - " nice build, 
not great, but nice." 

On several occasions, she said she 
had been invited aboard the aliens ' 
spaceships. 

"They take hold of you, and they 
have this little black box on the 
right side of their belt. Then they 
push a couple of buttons and next 
thing you know, you're aboard the 
ship." 

Once aboard, she said, the aliens 

told her about future events , among 
them an impending collapse of the 
Bush administration that would 
result in Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan ., 
becoming the next president. 

Klass was skeptical. 
"See if she can find out what 

horse is going to run first at Hialeah 
tomorrow," he said. 

Also quoted in the Weekly World 
News was Ottawa physician Scott 
Corder. In a telephone interview, he 
said Peter was an " Amorcan," one 
of 70 species of aliens now visiting 
Earth. They came to Russell, he 
said, because it is the focal point of 
a " transmutational channel" that 
covers much of Kansas . 

" It 's some kind of an entry point 
that has to do with electromagnetic 
fields that allows them to gain entry 
to our plane of existence," he said. 

" They want to focus some 
attention to that area , because it 's 
significant to them for prophecy .'' 

The prophecies are scattered 
throughout the Bible, Corder said. 
Many are connected with the Book 
of Revelation and deal with the end 
of the world. 

Corder added that Peter/Cephas 
is the same person as the apostle , 
St. Peter. 

Monday , the state Board of 
Healing Arts suspended Corder's 
license to practice medicine for his 
public statements about the aliens . 

Ted Schultz , a writer on 
unconventional beliefs, is familiar 
with similar accounts . His book, 
"The Fringes of Reason," examines 
a number of fr i nge s ocia l 
phenomena , including flying saucer 
religions. 

Sentinel Writer Finally Sees UFO Herself '' It 's interesting that this case 
combines both things - the classic 
'50s contactee and the abduction " 

BY KIMBERLY STEVENSON 
Since the first report of UFO 

sightings over Gulf Breeze, I have 
dil igently watched the sky for a 
glimpse of these extraterrestrial 
visitors. A few times I thought I had 
seen something unusual, but still a 
bit of skepticism prevailed. 

However, last week, on April 
27th, a Thursday night about 9:30, 
I routinely looked out my back door 
towards the City of Gulf. Breeze, 
hoping again these UFOs would 
make an appearance so that I 
could see them. 

I was amazed to see something 
different in the sky. I walked out on 
my back deck, turning off the kit
chen light as I stepped out and 
watched as a bright object shot at a 
tremendous speed down and diag
onally across the sky. It then made 
a circular pattern, then shot 
straight up. The whole time it 
rad iated colors from it that grew in 
intensity from white, to blue, to 
green, to red. No blinking lights. 

just radiating colors of a nature 
have never seen. 

I have lived in this area for seven 
years and have watched the sky on 
numerous occasions and am quite 
familiar with the air traffic in the 
sky. I am very familiar with aircraft 
of all sorts and know what an air
plane, jet, helicopter and yes, the 
Goodyear Blimp look like ·in the 
sky. I can assure you that what I 
saw was not any of these . 

As I watched this object, which 
appeared to be right over the area 
of Shoreline Park, I reached inside 
the house and called an associate 
from work who came immediately 
to my house with a friend . I also 
called my neighbors next door, 
who came out on their balcony and 
watched the object and said that 
they could see two of them. We 
watched the object for at least 
30 minutes. It sat in one spot for 
a very long time, then began to 
slowly descend and move wes
terly , towards Perdido. I called a 

friend, Kenn.th Payne in Perdido 
who was at work. He went outside 
with two other co-workers and they 
all saw the bright object and con
firmed it was moving slowly. This 
was a little after 10 p.m. 

Another young man on the 
beach was also watching the object 
and we talked on the phone with 
him as he :ooked at it through his 
binoculars; he too said he thought 
he saw more than one. He was not 
available for an interview at the 
time this story was written but will 
tell his story this week, along with 
other sightings he had on Saturday 
and Monday. 

I have written several stories 
about other. people's experiences 
of UFO sightings and always 
believed them, but I am sincerely 
convinced now that something 
strange is flying over Gulf Breeze. 

Many reports of sightings have 
been flooding into The Sentinel 
since last Thursday night. A report 
of a sightin~ on Tuesday night, May 

2nd, was from a woman who 
wished to remain anonymous, 
called saying her and her family 
were eating at Pizza Hut when they 
saw a bright object, they left the 
restaurant and followed it up High
way 98 to Shoreline Park where 
several people were already there 
with binoculars watching it. One 
gentleman she said shared his 
binoculars with them. The woman 
reporting the sighting, whose son
in-law was a pilot, said he saw a 
shape. It had shining red, green 
and white bright lights. The man 
with the binoculars told the group 
that he had seen the UFO on other 
occasions and when he saw it last 
week, it was so close and bright, he 
could not continue to look at it. 

Anyone else who has had sight
ings recently, please contact The 
Sentinel. If you are still a skeptic, 
like I was, start watching the sky, 
you might just see something that 
will change your mind. 

COMMERCIAL APPEAL, Memphis, TN -- March 15, 1989 CR: W. Lee/COUD-I 
the studied manner of a librar- On Feb. 10 a Fyffe woman and ported sightings. Pretty soon 

RHETA GRIMSLEY 
JOHNSON 
Commentary 

Life eerie 
since day 
of the UFO 

fYFFE. Ala . - A little more 
than a month ago. a liens took 
over the life of this Northeast 
Alabama town and relentlessly 
held it in the ir grip. 

Yes, the news media descend
ed with h e licopters and mini
ca ms and notebooks, and life has 
been like nothing of this world. 

Poor Fred Works . He is a quiet, 
well-spoken man who has been 
on the four-person police force 
since 1972, except for one brief 
sti n t with the TVA and Browns 
Ferr y nuclear plant. He is 35, has 
bright red hair, eyeglasses and 

ian. her sister saw a strange , lighted there were calls from nearby 
But after he and other resi- craft through their window and Dog Town and Lick Skillet. It 

de nts here saw a UFO, Fred watched it for over an hour be- was hard to separate the legiti-
Works' image changed. He and fore calling the police. Works mate sightings from those hav-
his police chief, J . R. Garmany, was off duty but had remained at ing police scanner fun . "One 
have been portrayed on national the station. He took the call man called in and said. 'Hear my 
te levis ion as hysterical hicks shortly before Garmany came in wife screaming in the back-
and Keystone Kops who see Mar- to relieve him. "I knew the worn- ground. This thing flew by and 
tians riding over the cow pas- an. She's no crackpot or any- was scaring the hell out of my 
tures. They have been depicted thing." bird dogs, so I emptied my shot-
in newspaper cartoons and ac- "Want to check out a UFO ?" he gun into it.' I think that was a 
c used of faking their sighting to asked Garmany. prank. He didn 't leave his name 
boost the Fyffe economy. "Sure," the chief laughed. and there was no call-back." 

And , because one woman used ' 'I'm not kidding." By the time Works and Gar-
a n unfortunate description - The two rode a piece before many got back to the station, a 
she said the UFO looked like a the craft appeared above the reporter was calling. After the 
banana_ the jokes and jabs trees, low on the horizon. Associated Press picked up the 
have been relentless. Someone " It flew right over us. It was story, the dam broke. 
even left a banana wrapped in about as big as a basketball , and Several thousand UFO watch-
Christmas lights in the police I'm guessing about 1,500 yards ers have visited on weekends, 
station. The ultimate insult away. It traveled at one, steady hoping to catch a glimpse of the 
came when the BBC telephoned speed and had lights illuminat- UFO. On Feb. 24 there were more 
wanting to talk with the police- ing it . It was a triangle shape sightings, this time strange 
man who had seen Liberace with the corners rounded. We lights. One man has reported a 
emerging from a big banana in simply didn 't know what it was." craft as big as a house hovered 
the sky. There was no heat, no noise , over his pond and lit things up 

"We never said we saw a flying no vibration , no time loss. bright as day. 
saucer, or something from outer The two men didn't talk on the If anybody has benefited fi -
space," protests Works. What ride home, for they were listen- nancially it 's been one T-shirt 
happened was this: ing to radio reports as others re- vendor, the Shell gasoline sta-

he said. ' 

During the 1950s , people claimed 
to have been contacted by alien 
beings, often with predictions of 
future events or messages for the 
rest of the world. 

" It 's hard to take any particular 
one at face value," he said. " It 
seems to me that , as far as the 
question of whether to actually 
believe them or not, the fact that 
hundreds of these predictions that 
have never come true works against 
it. ' ' 

Abduction, the notion that people 
are kidnapped by aliens , has been 
around almost since the fir st 
science fiction novels. A ghoul ish 
twist , that the aliens conduct 
experiments on their prisoners, 
surfaced in 1968 with John Fuller 's 
book, "The Interrupted Journey." 
Similar accounts have recently been 
on the best-seller lists. 

"Now it 's a big thing," Schultz 
said. " It tells you something about 
human Rature and the human mind, 
a lett more than it tells you about 
visitors from outer space." 

tion and the two restaurants 
that stayed open late fo r crowds 
willing to eat unidentified 
fr yi ng objects. 

"Some of the things that have 
been said about our town and 
the people here have been down
right mean," complains Works. 
" People here talk a little 
country, I guess, and they 've had 
a field day with that." 

He fears the close encounter 
with all that media attention has 
changed Fyffe forever. 

"I was riding with my little 
boy who is 6 the other night and 
he starting pointing up. First I 
thought there was something on 
the windshiel4. 'It 's a UFO,' he 
said." 

It was an airplane. 
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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS 

UFO group blasts 
media at meeting 

By KAY B. HALL 
Tiines Staff Writer 

More than 300 ,ufologists attended 
an Ozark Mufon <Mutual UFO Net
work) Conference at Inn of the 
Ozarks, Eureka Springs, last 
weekend and beard the news and 
television media lambasted by more 
than one of its featured speakers. 

ball alleged to be instruments for 
collecting data that also rejoin the 
"mother" ship just as do the small 
saucer-like craft. 

Photos shown 
Photographs, videos and slides 

were available for all to examine, 
and one of the most graphic exhib
itions were the photos, film, and 
slides shown by Linda Howe, the 
emmy award winning producer of a 
CBS documentary film on animal 
mutilations around the United 
States. 

TIMES, Fayetteville, AR - April 23, 1989 

The harshest media critics were 
themselves journalists who claimed 
that the media continues to treat all 
UFO sightings and/or alleged ab
ductions and contactees with 
ridicule by slanted and even cen
sored reporting. 

Jim Williamson, co-publisher of 
"Little River News," an Ashdown, 
Ark., publication, spoke of his recent 
southwest Arkansas UFO sightings. 
He was one of many area residents 
that witnessed the "unexplainable" 
since January of last year. 

Her ongoing investigative repor
ting has included UFOs as well as 
animal mutilations, many mutila
tions having occurred here in 
Arkansas. The slides showed the 
mutilations to be hi-tech, occurring 
for more than 20 years, discounting 
devil cults and animals of prey being 
responsible. The precise round 
"cookie cuts" were not knife inci
sions, were not tears, but were 
precise, "rapid pin-point high heat 
incisions." Organs wen: removed as 
well as one eye (cookie cut), one ear, 
the tongue and in every case the rec
tum. No blood remained in the 
animals, no cell tissue damage to the 
incised area . 

Linda Houlton Howe, right, author and E..y 

Allard wii'Vling producer and narrator of a fil• 
docu.entary on animal mutilations, talks with 

Lucius Farish. J i m Williamson, Co-Publisher 

of the "li ttle River News" in Ashdown, Ark., 

T i mesphotoby Kay B . Hall 

helped Howe with her research of animal muti-

lation cases in Arkansas. Both spoke at the 

UFO Conference held in Eureka Springs last 

Attempts to explain sighting 
Within hours of his and other 

reports, a Little Rock astronomer 
attempted to explain it away by say
ing viewers had seen the planet 
Venus. One Arkansas farmer, of 20 
years, replied to this by saying, 
" Well, if it was Venus, it flew from 
east to west and went down in a 
field." 

Williamson, as did other suc
ceeding speakers, cited credible 
UFO sightings by air traffic con
trollers, radar operators, commer
cial and military pilots, retired mili
tary officers and enlisted men, coun
ty sheriffs and police officers. 

Ufologists, Mufon investigators, 
media and government, all repre
sented at the conference, were in 
agreement on one thing, there are 
far more questions than answers to 
the UFO activity that has taken 
place in the past 40 years. 

Sightings of UFOs have shown 
similar characteristics and seem to 
fall into three categories, that of 
mother ship, sometimes described 
as large and elliptical, cigar-shaped 
or boomerang shaped, the teardrop 
satellite ships, smaller, disclike in 
shape or even butterfly shaped. 
Then there are smaller ball-shapes 
not too much larger than a basket-

Vet scared off 
A Logan County, Texas sheriff, 

she said, called in a well-known and 
respected senior veterinarian to in
vestigate a mysterious animal 
mutilation. The vet could offer no 
solutions but told the sheriff, "Don't 
ask me to come back on any of these 
cases." 

Howe alluded to an alleged space
craft that crashed in the late 40s 
with aliens on board. All bodies but 
one were dead, she said, but the one, 
taken to Los Alamos, was kept alive 
until 1952. The secrecy surrounding 
this case, she said, may have been 
due, in part, to the reports that the 
creatures were not humanoid. 

This "coverup" of UFO activity 
and EBAs <a government acronym 
for Extraterrestrial Biological Enti
ty), according to Howe, is part of 
four decades of government lies, 
ridicule, harrassment of "sighters" 
and even murder to keep its secret. 

weekend. 

Skeptic changed mind are considered to be legitimate 
Danny Gordon, radio newsman, stories througout Central and South 

winner of many Virginia and East America . However, Huneeus said, 
coast awards for news reporting, the investigations resulting from the 
from Wytheville, Va., was a skeptic sightings are never shared with the 
until he encountered, on more than media or the public, and there is no 
one occasion, unexplainable aircraft Freedom of Information Act there. 
near his home in Virginia. He called With all the data thrown at the 
a news conference and shared his in- conference attendees, Norman 
formation, corroborated by others Oliver , the UFO expert from 
having seen the same craft, but as England, was a welcome relief. He 
his "saga" continued, and he was injected a bit of English humor into 
able to photograph what he'd seen, the proceedings, and even though he 
strange things began happening. A exhibited films and slides of the 
negative turned up missing (he still United Kingdom (including Wales ) 
has prints) after he talked with mili- UFO craft photographed, he receiv
tary investigators, his phone began ed a warm response for his " lighter" 
to hum strangely. He'd report the treatment of the controversial sub
hum to the phone company, the line ject. 
would be humming at that time, but As an author and editor, he said, 
whenever a repairman came out to he'd received many amusing stories 
check out the phone and line, it and cited a few, some he published. 
would miraculously clear up. He One, he said, came from two French 
documented this . It happened on ten gendarmes who gave a written 
different occasions. report of a craft landing with two 

Speakers included Antonio aliens stepping from the ship, stay
Huneeus, now a New York City jour- ing long enough to make love three 
nalist, who showed slides, with times before reentering the craft to 
documents, from both Central and fly away. One item, slipped by his 
South America. The records, some editing staff and printed told of a 
governmental and military, con- witness who described a craft in 
firmed many sightings of unexplain- terms of just a "very rough esti-
ed craft. mate." The rough estimate was 
Some stories considered legitimate printed as "12.392 meters." He 
UFO sightings and news reports laughed, explaining that his reporter 

had taken the rough estimate of 
about 40 feet and had converted it in
to metrics for the readership. 

Many speakers 
Many spoke at the conference but 

one notes mention as the first re
corded to have been contacted by an 
alien in 1950. Daniel W. Fry, a mili
tary engineer, retired, noow an 
author and speaker, spoke on the 
White Sands Incident. In his 
eighties, his presentation was clear 
and eloquent. 

The Gulf Breeze, Florida case and 
the well-known but earlier, Meier 
Case were both covered by expert 
testimony and documentation. One 
speaker, a tiny lady who had taught 
special education classes for many 
years in California , Rosemary 
Decker, made an extremely articu
late eye-witness to sightings in 
Vista , 40 years ago. 

The conference "message" was 
summed up by Vicki Cooper, Co
Editor of UFO Magazine, " If the 
phenomena <UFOs ) is as 
widespread and mysterious as has 
been shown by this and other con
ferences , we have something of 
global importance that should be 
addressed by the government openly 
and not in secret." 

~ uFomania su;w 
~ dies down as e 
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:returns to normal 
National Media Focuses On 
Gulf Breeze UFO Experience 

BY DUANE COOK 
; fly SUSAN STOCKMAN = FYFFE- The usually crowded 

.,... Friday night streets of thi s small 
~ north Alabama town were not so 
.~ crowded last week. As repom of the 
co unidentified flying object or objects 

01:: died down so did the crowds. 
e-o What three weeks ago was an 
~ estimated crowd of 3,500 dwindled 
Q.. to about 750 Friday night. 
>< Saturday night Fyffe seemed al
:;2 most deserted and the police depart
~ ment had only a single dispatcher 
:a and no visitors at all. 

The police department of the 
town of I ,200 report that there have 
been no confirmed sightings in 
several days. 

However, several people have 
told The Weekly Post they have 
seen the object, but did not report it 
to the police. 

Jeff Ballard, state director of 
MUFON , was back in the Fyffe 
area over the weekend. Ballard said 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
DEAR EDITOR: 

Congratulations. I saw the (UFO) 
picture you made Thursday evening. 
I would like to add this: 

I am visiting Gulf Shores, Ala., 
and at approximately 10 p.m. I 
noticed a large orange light pass 
overhead going southwest at a very 
high rate of speed at low altitude. 

his organization is investigating re
ported sightings in several Alabama 
cities such as Birmingham, Hunts
ville , Mobile, Georgiana, and in 
Shelby County. 

An Associated Press story that 
ran in newspapers this week said 
that the Shelby County case could 
involve a possible abduction. The 

Thanks to the Tampa Tribune 
series a few weeks ago, and to the 
Fyffe, Alabama UFO sightings 
recently, we have been graced with 
visits from People magazine, USA 
Tod~ on TV, and Cummin~ 
Entertainment out of Hollywood 
about our Gulf Breeze UFO 

s ightings wnlch occurred primarily 
from November 11, 1987 through 
the middle of 1988. 

As it stands right now, People 
may not do a story on it now since 
c ontractural commitments 
between Ed , our primary 
photographer . and a book 

publisher preclude his taking part 
in any publ icity about the UFO unt il 
his book comes out. 

Meanwhile a USA Today on TV 
crew was in town this weelc, and 
Life magazine called to discuss 
a possible ser ies based on Ed 's 
experiences 

article did not give details of the 1----------------------------------------
case. 

While sightings have occurred in 
cities other than Fyffe, none have 
generated the amount of publicity 
as those in Fyffe. 

The Fyffe sightings have gener
ated media attention from all over 
the world, not just local or state
wide. 

The investigations by MUFON 
and by The Weekly Post are on
going. The photographs taken by 
The Weekly Post reporters are 
being computer analyzed but no 
determination has yet been reached. 

In five seconds it was out of sight. 
As a former air traffic controller 

for 25 years. that was a first for me. 
Good work. 

Mark Regan 
Rainsville, Ala. 

TRIBUNE, San Diego, CA- Dec. 10, 1988 

ly, because you may decide I am concluded that we really saw • r----- crazy. My wife and I were driv- something from out of this world. 
ing home from Las Vegas. It was Can you explain it?" 
near midnight, on a clear moonlit 
night. We topped Cajon Pass, 
near San Bernardino. Above us 
we saw what looked like a huge 
flying wing. It was longer than a 
football field, and quite wide. It 
moved slowly and silently from 
ea1t to west. On 1he side there 
was a long row at dim lights. It 
was Wuer than any plane ever 
built. We stepped to watch. It 
moved steadily in the direction of 
Los Angeles. At the next service 

._..,._ .... _______ ._. station we asked if the attendant 

By Richmond Barbour, Ph.D. bad seen it too. He said be bad 
not. Dr. Barbour, we bad not been 

"Have the alien creatares drinking. Our eyesight is good. 
changed the shape of their flyiq We were wide awake. We don't 
saucen? I write to you reluctant- have hallucinations. We have 

Except for the size of the ob
ject you saw, I would guess that 
it was one of the new Stealth 
bombers on a trial run. They are 
produced not too far from Cajon 
Pass. One was reported by a 
dozen motorists, including a cou
ple of highway patrolmen. I 
talked with people who witnessed 
that flight. I am convinced they 
really saw something. I wish that 
just for once I could see a UFO 
myself! 
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This photograph, taken by a ~ulf Breeze resident who goes just by the name "Ed," shows wtlat tle says is • UFO hovering near the town. 

In this series. Baylife examines 
UFOs and sightings in the 
Panhandle town of Gulf Breeze 
tnat put the phenomenon back In 
publiC '·)CUS . 

· t· TODAY 

Residents of Gulf Breeze 
have reported seeing UFOs 
dozar.5 of times. One man 
has tak~n more than 30 
photographs. Still , the 
controv~y rages on. 

Inside ··- wtlere is Gulf 
Breeze 1n , ... lion to nearby 
military M\etabtions? Could 
the ,..,orted UFOs have 
cwlginated tMfe 1/4-1 

Monday - The princtpal 
photographef in GIM Breeze says his 
encounters with UFOs were 
mind-boggling. One critic says the 
photographs are nothing more than 
an elaborate prank. 

Tuesday - People reporting that 
they were abducted by aliens no 
longer are regarded as latter-day 
lunatics, psychotherapists say. Two 
Floridians are among the dozens 
who have reported something that 
may be very difficult to believe. 

Wednesday - Academicians and 
scientists aren't convinced 
long-distance visits from 
extraterrestrials are possible. 
Nevertheless, NASA has begun Its 
own search for allen intelligence. 

Gulf Breeze UFOs 
Controversy hangs over Panhandle town 

By JENNIFER TUCKER 
Tribune Staff Writer 

GULF BREEZE - Ringed by two-story 
pines and slx-tlgure real estate, Gulf Breeze 
is a mostly unremarkable town severed by 
U.S. 98 in the Florida Panhandle. 

To visitors, its most memorable feature 
Is a Oashlng neon fish pointing the way to 
Pensacola Beach. 

To 6,000 residents, its most-pressing 
problem Is a 7G-mlle detour around the Pen
sacola Bay Bridge, hit and crippled by a 
barge two weeks ago. 

'" !5 years, only two murders .1ave torn 
this town. In 12 years, only 10 bank robber
ies have occurred. 

But In the last year and o half, more 
than 135 local witnesses have reported see
ing something they can't Identify. 

One prominent Gulf Breeze resident has 
taken more than 30 photographs of a UFO. 
This man, who protects his anonymity be
hind the name "Ed," has photographed a 
craft so fantastic and unfamiliar that many 
people believe the pictures are first-rate 
fakes. 

Skeptics merely point to the east where 
Eglin Air Force Base, one of the country's · 
largest military Installations, lies like a wall
to-wall Oylng carpet. 

The Gulf Breeze stories - told to the 
nation by NBC's "Unsolved Mysteries" and 
CNN, among others - have Inspired UFO 
researchers to undertake a dramatic debate 
of possibility vs. probability. 

Researchers agree on only one thing: El· 
ther the Gulf Breeze UFO sightings are 
some of the most phenomenal ever record· 
ed, or the Gulf Breeze · UFO sightings are 
some of the most exaggerated ever report 
ed. 

Among the eyewitnesses are a federal 
judge, a politician and a prominent physi
cian. 

The neighbors 
Art and Mary Hufford don't even llve In 

town. Their homey, rancb-style house Is on 
a sycamore-lined street In Pensacola, a 
bridge's drive away from Gulf Breeze. 

But the Huffords remember, In perfect 
detail, an evening in early November 1987. 

''We thought UFOs were 
something that happened to 
Billy Bob out on a boat after too 
many beers. '' 

Art Hufford, 
who says he saw a UFO In 1987 

The couple was in their car, just two miles 
from borne, when they saw something gray, 
oval and silent Oy over the treetops, Art 
says. 

The craft remained in view for several 
minu tes, yet when they got home and talked 
about it, Art says they couldn't come up 
with a rational explanation. 

"It just dld,.'t make any sense," says Art, 
a soft-spoken chemical engineer with a mas
ter's degree and 25 years' experience at 
Monsanto <llemical Co. 

Both Huftlords are elders In the Presby· 
1 terian cburcll, and Mary is a sustaining 

member of the Junior League of Pensacola. 
.. We thoulkt UFOs were something that 

happenetl t1o l!lllly Bob out on a boat after 
tJ)o man.y Hers," Art says, wryly. 

But tlleft, several weeks after their sight· 
1•, U. couple saw Ed's photographs in the 
Pensacola edffiCIIl of the Gulf Breeze news
paper. "1t. ~ like someone had taken a 
picture out of our brains," Art says. " That 
was it." 

Through 1988, the couple shared their 
experience with others similarly affected. 
At social gatherings, when Art mentioned 
the sighting, he says people would pull him 
aside with whispered confessions of their 
own experiences. 

I 
And Art Is convinced that what he saw 

was not a product of modern technology or 
man-made trickery. 

" Frankly," Art says, " the debunkers 
make me mad. I saw what I saw." 

Party invitations 
Fenner and Shirley McConnell of Gulf 

Breeze had sent out Invitations to their an
nual June get-together with tongue planted 
firmly In cbeek. 

The front of the invitation featured a 
cartoon of allen creatures rolllcklna throUJh 
city streets, and Inside they told revelers It 

would be a "UFQ-watching party." 
Two days before the 1988 party, the cou

ple says, their Invitation sprang to life out
side their bedroom window. They saw a 
cylindrical craft, ringed in windows and 
lights, hovering over Pensacola Bay. 

Fenner McConnell, a physician and med
ical examiner for Florida's District 1, says 
the craft came within 75 yards of the house, 
and at one point "I thought it was going to 
land on it." 

Shirley McConnell, a caterer, says she 
was overcome by "an eerie feeling," but she 
immediately recognized the craft from Ed's 
photographs. 

The couple went outside to get a better 
look. It hovered for nearly four minutes and 
then "kind of drifted away," Fenner McCon
nell says. 

"I'm not saying that I believe it's from 
another planet," Shirley McConnell says, 
"but it's something I had never laid eyes 
on in my life. People can say whatever 
they want about me, but I know what I 
saw. Ed didn't make this up." 

Likewise, Brenda Pollak says the 
large, lighted craft she saw twice in one 
night during the spring or 1988 was not a 
figment of her imagination. 

She was driving east across the Pen
sacola Bay Bridge when she saw it the 
first time, looking "too big and too bright 
... and very different from anything I 
had ever seen before." 

Nearing her home on Shoreline 
Drive in Gulf Breeze, Pollak pu lled into 
the parking lot or the city's recreation 
center and parked. 

She says she watched the craft hover 
over the bay - unaware that a few 
blocks away, Ed was taking a photo
graph of the very same craft. 

"I was exhilarated," says Pollak, a 
two-term City Council member who 
works with Ed on community projects. 

"I can tell you now - for every one 
person who has reported seeing the 
craft, there are 10 who talk about it but 
don't want anyone to know," Pollak 
adds. 5 

"And I can also tell you it this Is a 
hoax, It can't be Ed because it would 

(cont i nued on page 6) 
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TRIBUNE, Tampa, FL -
Jan. 29, 1989) 

make him look like an idiot and the 
community look crazy." 

The researchers 
Scientists can't help making compari

sons. 
In the 1970s, a Swiss laborer named 

Edward Meier took hundreds of photo
graphs of a "spaceship" near Zurich. 

Although some people consider his 
photographs authentic, others believe 
they are fakes, basing their conclusions 
on damning photographic analyses. 

Nevertheless, scientists acknowledge 
that Meier's pictures are remarkably 
clever. 

So it is with Ed, whose photographs 
have been analyzed and scrutinized by 
two of the country's foremost photo
graphic experts. 

Moreover, the photographs - and 
Ed's cooperation with some UFO Investi
gators - have caused a political rift so 
powerful that participants think the case 
could damage the future of UFO re
search in America. 

At odds are investigators with the 
Mutual UFO Network, a 20-year-old 
group of scientists and "grass-roots" re
searchers, and the Center for UFO Stud
ies, a non-profit conclave founded by J. 
Allen Hynek. a leading American astron
omer who died in 1986. 

Network directors support Ed's story; 
the center does not. 

The network bases its opinion pri
marily on the findings of Bruce Macca
bee, a Naval physicist studying optics 
and underwater sound In addition to 
working with the FBI. 

The center bases Its opinion on Its 
own researchers as well as on 'Robert 
Nathan, a member of the technical staff 
of NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory. 

Intricate report 
Maccabee, who published an lntrl· 

cate 90-page report examining the evi
dence, concludes that the photographs 
are real. 

He applied the properties of physics 
and various mathematical theories to de· 
termine things such as the size of the 
ship, the distance of the craft from the 
camera lens and odd angles of the photo
graphs. 

More important, Maccabee says, he 
wasn't " biased by the Idea that It's too 
impossible, therefore it can't be real." 
Critics would "rather take the approach 
that If the pictures could have been 
hoaxed then they must have been," he 
says. 

Maccabee reasons that Ed could not 
have performed the photographic feats 
necessary to pull off such an elaborate 
hoax. " A professional magician would 
have a ditticult time doing this," he says. 

Last year, staffers at a Pensacola 
television station tried to reproduce Ed's 
photographs using a model. They gave 
up after their attempts failed miserably, 
Maccabee says. 

He further admonishes skeptics for 
questioning the look of the craft - "No
body knows what UFOs look like," Mac
cabee says. 

And he points out what he considers 
to be the weighty circumstantial evi
dence in Ed's favor - Including testimo
ny from friends and witnesses, one of 
them Ed's wife. 

Skeptics, however, side with NASA's 
Nathan. Although he acknowledges that 
he " hasn't given the pictures the kind of 
care Bruc·e has," Nathan says a visual 
examination reveals glaring Inconsisten
cies - typical of double exposures. 

Irregularities in photos 
The spaceship Is brighter and more 

In focus than the background, he says, 
and these irregularities are repeated In 
picture after picture. 

Nathan concludes that the object 
looks like " a gas burner turned upside 
down" and that its apparent lack of sym
metry Is simply "Inconsistent with what 
you would expect from a highly devel
oped society." 

Mark Rodeghier, scientific director 
of the Center for UFO Studies, says the 
Gulf Breeze case has "deteriorated into 
a shouting match" because his organiza
tion was forced to play devil's advocate. 

Investigators with the Mutual UFO 
Network were too quick to judge the 
photographs favorably, he says, and 
those comments biased Maccabee's anal
ysis. 

"Except those Intimately connected 
with the network, 90 percent of serious 
UFO researchers think Gulf Breeze is a 
hoax," Rodeghier concludes. 

Alfred Chan believes the videotape he took on March 9 may show a UFO. 

UFO? Tape reveals image 
over Oak H·abor skyline 
By MARY BAROUH 
Staff Writ.,r 

OAK HARBOR - It wasn't 
until 16-year-old Alfred Chan 
watched his videotape that he 
saw a barely discernable object 
hurtling over the roof tops of 
the city. 

Was it a bird? Was it a plane? 
While others who have seen 

the tape are skeptical, Chan, a 
sophomore at Oak Harbor High 
School, thinks the object might 
be a UFO. 

" I'm glad to have evidence, 
because I know there is some
thing out there," Chan said. 

He said he knows his story 
will be greeted with disbelief, 
but he prefers to let people 
know apparent phenomena 
from outer space "can be seen 
anywhere, even in daylight. 
And it doesn't have to be in the 
deserts of Arizona." 

Chan is a member of the 
ROTC Drill Team at school and 
in his spare time plays ~ket
ball and football . He also seeks 
information about UFOs in te
levision documentaries and dis
counts science fiction movies as 
" silly." 

His father, Dominic, a retired 
Navy Petty Officer, said he 
can't find any logical explana
tion for the mysterious object 
and is willing to believe it's a 
UFO. 

Anyway, "people see what 
they want to see," when looking 
at the tape, he commented on 
whether viewers are willing to 
believe its an object from an
other world. 

The tape shows a small dark 
object in the lower corner of the 
screen that rapidly disappears. 
Then through the clouds, the 
light seems to reflect off the 
classic shape of a flying saucer, 
the type depicted in 1950s 
science fiction movies. 

The whole shadowy scene 
takes a matter of seconds on 
the screen. 

Chan captured the unknown 
shape in the view finder of the 
family's new video camera on 
the afternoon of March 9 at 
their Oak Harbor home. He said 
he was shooting from inside the 
house through a window. 

He focused the camera on 
golden clouds to the east and 
then panned to other parts of 
the skyline. Then he played the 
film to see how well the camera 
had performed. 

That's when he saw "some
thing there, " he said. 

Chan called his parents and 
they agreed there was definite
ly something strange about the 
shape that came and went. 

Whether the faint object on 
the tape is merely a trick of 
light, a quirk in the tape or a 
sighting of a UFO remains to be 
seen. 

After realizing the tape con
tained something unusual, Do
minic Chan said like many 
other people he didn't know 
what to do about a possible 
UFO. 

He took the tape to the Oak 
Harbor Police. 

Sgt. Rick Wallace said he 

Just the facts 

Played on Chan's television set, the videot~pe shows a small d~rk 
spot in the lower lefthand corner of the screen. 

couldn't discern clearly the out- calls to the National UFO Re-
line of the object, " but there porting Center in Seattle. 
seemed to be something moving The Chans are now waiting to 
in the clouds." see if a photo taken of the 

Wallace said he has no exper- images on the TV screen will be 
tise in identifying this type of clear enough to send for identi-
phenomena. fication at the center. They 

" It could have been some- decided against sending a copy 
thing on the tape or the fact the of the video. 
camera was moving about quite 
a bit," Wallace said. 

Chan also called Whidbey Is
land Naval Air Station and was 
told the base wasn't conducting 
air operations in the area that 
day. 

"The Navy doesn't have any
thing that can do the type of 
maneuvers depicted on the 
tape," said Navy spokesman 
Howard Thomas, who has 
viewed the tape. 

" The Navy essentially doesn't 
have the resources locally to 
technically evaluate the tape," 
he added. 

The Air Force used to collect 
this type of data, but now refers 

The volunteer organization 
has optics experts who can help 
identify if a sighting is a " na
tural or man-made phenomena 
or a UFO," said Director Rob
ert Gribble. 

"The center deals with all 
sightings in North America," 
Gribble said. 

The number of calls varies 
considerably, " but now the cen
ter is handling six per day 
which is considered slow,' ' 
Gribble added. 

Gribble said that after inves
tigation, " only about 8 to 10 
percent of the reports are clas
sified as UFOs. " 

Among those who agree with that as
sessment is Philip Klass, considered the 
country's premier debunker of UFOs. AI· 
though he has not seen the Gulf Breeze 
photographs, Klass says he has scanned 
Maccabee's report and finds it improba
ble. 

"I deal in facts," says Jerry Brown, 
Gulf Breeze's 42-year-old chief of police, 
whose carpeted office smells faintly of 
cinnamon and coffee. 

already bad built - as a well-off, well
educated, open-minded community. 

" There Is a di rect correlation be
tween education and the acceptance of 
the UFO phenomenon," says Donald 
Ware, Florida director of the Mutual 
UFO Network. 

"Any UFO case, whether it involves 
pictures or not, is sort of like that old 
adage that a woman cannot be 10 per
cent pregnant. lf one photo Is a hoax, 
then they all must be thrown out," says 
Klass, who surmises that the photo
graphs are too "suspect" to be real. 

Klass reiterates his claim by stating, 
"In 22 years of investigating, I have nev
er investigated or heard of a UFO case 
that cannot be explained in prosaic 
terms. " 

. " Granted - anyplace, any time, any
thing can happen to you. But why would 
pe0ple call about a prowler and not call 
about a UFO that's landed in their 
yard?" 

The police chief knows Ed and likes 
him. Yet Brown says he's concerned 
about the possibility "that one person, as 
a practical joke ... could destroy wbat It's 
taken so many years to build." 

Ed's supporters, meanwhile, believe 
Gulf Breeze attracted the unknown visi
tors because of the reputation the city 

" I am convinced the reason one man 
was given so many photographic oppor
tunities is because the aliens wanted us 
to see those pictures,'' Ware says. 
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In this series, Baylife examines UFOs and 
sightings in Gulf Breeze that put the 
phenomenon back in public focus. 

Sunday - Residents of Gulf Breeze have reported 
seeing UFOs dozens of times. One man has taken 
more than 30~ photographs. Still, the controversy that 
began years ago rages on. Where is Gulf Breeze, in 
relation to nearby military installations? Could the 
reported UFOs have originated there? 

T 0 D A Y 

The principal photographer In Gulf Breeze 
says his encounters with UFOs were 
mind-boggling. One critic says the 
photographs are nothing more than an 
elaborate prank. 

Inside - The Gulf Breeze photographer has 
compiled a commentary to accompany the 
pictures he took./&F 

Tuesday - People reporting that they were 
abducted by aliens no longer are regarded as 
latter-day lunatics, psychotherapists say. Two 
Floridians are among the dozens who have reported 
something that may be very difficult to believe. 

This illustration, which duplicates a drawing 
created by Ed, shows the color and shape of 

Tribune IHuatrdon by JIM BREDECK 

the spacecraft that Ed says he photographed 
In Gulf Breeze. 

Wednesday- Academicians and scientists aren't 
convinced long-distance visits from extraterre~trials 
are possible . Nevertheless, NASA has begun its own 
search tor alien intelligence. 

Ed's UFO encounters have made his life hell 
By JENNIFER TUCKER 
Tribune Staff Writer 

GULF BREEZE - Ed Isn't the "UFO 
type." 

He's a WASPish baby boomer with a 
kid in college and a two-car garage. As a 
custom-home builder In a community full 
ot custom homes, he depends on person
al referrals for his livelihood. 

He doesn't seem to need the money 
he could earn from a best seller based on 
his experiences. Yet local sources Indi
cate he has recently signed a book con
tract. 

Nevertheless, Ed Is the guy who has 
taken all the photographs, made all the 
noise, caused all the fury. Just over a 
year ago, Ed says, a UFO appeared In 
front of his house in Gulf Breeze and he 
immediately took several photographs of 
the craft. 

Ed walked Into the street to get a 
closer look and a "blue beam" shot down 
from the ship, temporarily paralyzing 
him, he says. At the same time, Ed says 
he heard a loud "hum" and was Instruct
ed by an authoritative voice to "be still." 

Within seconds, he says, he was 
raised ott the ground, then thrown to the 
concrete as the craft disappeared. From 
that moment on, Ed says, a resonant 
"hum" always preceded the appearance 
of the UFO. 

Seven months later, after 21 encoun
ters resulting In more than 30 photo
graphs and one videotape, Ed says he 
was abducted again. This time, the aliens 
removed the hum and he has not seen or 
photographed a UFO since, he says. 

To Ed, 42, this was no phantom ob
ject, no trick of nature or Imagination. It 
was real. It made his life a living hell. 

And it forced him to defend himself, 
he says, not against the aliens, but 
against the people who call him crazy. 

Words pound 
"Look," Ed says In one of a series of 

telephone interviews, his words pounding 
with the passion of a clenched fist. "Be
fore Nov. 10, 1987, I wouldn't have be
lieved In UFOs either unless one landed 
in my front yard. 

"Uh, no pun Intended." 
Ed guffaws like Gulliver In a land of 

Lilliputians. 
If Ed has been enlightened with · 

truths no scientist knows, then It Is wis
dom learned reluctantly. He can barely 
get through a sentence without reveallq 
his fears or defending his position. 

He describes the experience as "a 
state of siege." 

Yet, he doesn't plead for understand
Ing. And he doesn't expect It, really. Be
sides the photographs themselves, Ed's 
take-It-or-leave-It attitude Is his most con
vincing argument. 

And It's an argument he can't win, 
critics say, not with a pocket full of Po
Iarolds. 

Ed, meanwhile, has remained anony
mous because he fears his fate. "I would 
always be known as the UFO guy." 

He'd rather be known as a good busi
nessman, a good father and a good buddy 
to the kids he says he's kept off the 
streets by welcoming them Into his home. 

"No, no, no. It was an awful experi
ence. If you ever take a photograph (of a 
UFO), do not show It to anybody. Put It 
in a drawer and show It to your grand
kids," he says wearily. 

Ed's story Is lengthy and strange, and 
he knows it. He says his first encounter, 
in November 1987, resulted In five blurry 
color photographs he made with a 17-
year-old Polaroid camera. 

Take a picture 
"Put yourself In the mood of peace

fully sitting In your office and looking out 
your front window and you see some
thing that ... looks like It just escaped a 
Steven Spielberg movie," he says. "You 
figure you better take a picture of it." 

Ed's humor about his experience Is as 
revealing as It Is disarming. Like a 
schoolboy trying to explain a pock
marked report card, Ed uses humor to 
cushion the blow. His laughter bounces 

ancf rolls like a runaway basketball, 
but his words slam Into listeners' 
ears with the power of a Michael 
Jordan slam dunk. 

For months, Ed snapped dozens 
of pictures. Many were taken near 
hls home, situated In the sleepy cen
ter of town next to a large, over
grown field. 

Others were taken at Shoreline 
Park, a spot facing the skinny barri
er Island called Pensacola Beach. 
Stray kittens crowd the wooded 
park, whose main features are a 
whitewashed gazebo and a good 
stretch of concrete. 

Still others were taken along 
deserted county roads, whose 
curves are familiar to Ed, the build
er. 

Skeptics and believers agree -
the photographs are remarkably un
Identifiable. The craft (or crafts) 
captured on film are mostly spheri
cal In shape, with dark, recessed 

points that Ed surmises are win
dows. Lights encircle the bottom of 
the craft and a round bulb Is 
perched on top. 

In many Instances, Ed snapped 
the pictures In what he describes as 
frenzied fear, at dusk or near dawn. 
Moreover, the craft maneuvered so 
rapidly that Ed says his opportuni
ties for precise pictures were limit
ed. 

Alien encounters 
He also was having allen en

counters Ed says he couldn't cap
ture on film. On several occasions, 
Ed says, he was pursued by a "blue 
beam" of light that shot from the 
craft. 

He says a bowl full of bubbling 
residue was found In his back yard 
after one late-night visit. The Mutu
al UFO Network, which Initiated In
vestigation of Ed's claims, had the 
substance analyzed at Independent 
chemical laboratories In Florida 
and Texas. These revealed a 
strange liquid high In magnesium 
and trace elements, Ed says. 

More frightening were face-to
face meetings with the aliens them
selves - what scientists call an en
counter of the third kind. 

The first time he saw one of the 
"creatures," Ed says he was awak
ened at 3 a.m. by the now-familiar 
hum that preceded their visits. 
When he peered out the glass doors 
of his bedroom, Ed says, he was 
face to face with a childlike crea
ture clad in gray. 

He says he saw more of these 
creatures at a later date, an experi
ence that produced one of the most 
dramatic photographs In Ed's port
folio. 

In It, the craft Is pictured hover
ing just above the road, lights re
flecting on the wet pave,ment. 
Moments after he took this picture, 
Ed says b,e realized the craft was 
moving toward him so he slid from 
the truck and crawled underneath 
lt. 

From his prone position, Ed says 
he could see a blue beam flash 
from the craft several Urnes, each 
time depositing a creature on the 
road. 

He assumed the creatures were 
"after him" and, riddled with ter
ror, he jumped back In the truck 

and sped away. He didn't even think 
about taking a picture, he says. 

Officials visit 
After Ed's photographs began to 

appear In the Gulf Breeze Sentinel 
newspaper - with his approval but 
without his name - Ed says he was 
visited by two men who Identified 
themselves as U.S. Air Force per
sonnel. Wielding badges printed 
with "Air Force Special Security 
Services," the visitors behaved 
"very aggressively" and demanded 
Ed turn over his photographs, he 
says. 

Ed refused, explaining they 
were in the hands of professional 
photographic analysts. (Many were; 
others were still In Ed's possession.) 

By spring, two major UFO orga
nizations - the Mutual UFO Net
work and the Center for UFO 
Studies - had been In touch with 
Ed. So had dozens of media repre
sentatives, Including the National 
Enquirer, which Ed says turned 
down the story because one analysis 
tentatively labeled the photographs 
a hoax. 

With that, the seed of suspicion 
was planted. And Ed, who states ve
hemently, "My word Is my bond," 
was forced Into a corner full of ac
cusations. 

After taking 24 photographs with 
his old Polaroid, Ed began using 
cameras and film provided by UFO 
researchers - unbroken packages 
and factory-perfect equipment. He 
produced 11 photographs with the 
new equipment supplied by UFO In
vestigators. 

Ed also built a so-called stereo 
camera that allowed him to take 
two pictures simultaneously, creat
ing a 3-D effect. With this camera, 
he took about eight photographs. 

"It I hadn't taken any pictures 
with these cameras, I would have 
been branded guilty by non-photog
raphy," he says, sarcastically. 

By using mathematical equa
tions, analysts studying the photo
graphs could determine Its distance 
from the camera and Its size. Most 
often, these conclusions placed the 
craft 65 to 180 feet from the cam
era, at an approximate size of 12 
teet In diameter and 9 feet high. 

(continued on page 8) 
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Unusual occurrence other Witnesses." 
These estimates correspond Dozens of Independent eyewlt· 

quite precisely to an unusual occur- nesses In Gulf Breeze and Pensaco
renee in Gulf Breeze during the Ia have reported seeing UFOs In the 
spring. A circular patch of dead last year, and many of these reports 
grass was discovered on the high coincide with the appearance of 
school grounds, and lab analysis by Ed's photographs. 
UFO investigators revealed the Yet Ed has been criticized tor 
grass wasn't killed by disease or suf· being alone In his torment - the 
located by petroleum derivatives. only one able to take photographs of 

The patch had a 12-toot dlame- the craft. 
ter. "Look, where are you at 3 a.m.? 

In addition to providing his pho- It would have been pretty bizarre to 
tographs for publication, Ed agreed have a mass of people around me at 
to numerous psychological exams, a 3 a.m.," he says. 
lie-detector test that Included a five- Moreover, Ed says his closest 
hour interview, and an electronic neighbors have seen the UFO. But 
voice analysis. they are afraid of ridicule. 

In each case, Investigators con- Currently, Ed says he has no 
eluded Ed was sane and honest. plans to make his Identity public or 

"There was never any question to sell the detailed, chronological 
that what happened, happened," Ed log that he's written about the or
says. "But I don't know why me _ deal. (Sources In Gulf Breeze, how
why I was privy to these things. ever, report Ed has signed a 

" I didn't feel 'chosen,' I felt lucrative book contract.) 
abused," he says. "I was tormented, " I have no monetary motive 
a prisoner In my own house. I sur- here," he says. "Sometimes, I think 
rounded myself with people at work a book might be the right thing to 
and family at home. do for public education, but It might 

"My kids never knew if Daddy not be the right thing for my family. 
was going to go away and not come "What might be a lot of money 
back." to some people is not enough for me 

Ed says he took the photographs to sell my soul,' ' Ed says. Tribune map by VAUGHN HUGHES 

to the local newspaper because he After long conversations, Ed's 
felt a kind of civic duty to warn words are punctuated by sighs In· 
nearby residents. Yet his reward stead of laughter. He sounds less en
from skeptics was name-calling tl- thuslastic about the subject and 
rades that labeled him "everything more excited by the solitude he's 
from an agitated fool to a schizo- enjoyed for several months. 
phrenic," Ed says. 

Journal excerpts reveal Ed's fear 
the blue beam." 

People trying to discredit him, "Not to be frivolous, but I'm still 
he says, have played "hlde-n-seek the same old Ed. I've still got my 

The Gulf Breeze Sentinel pub
lished many of Ed's photographs as 
he presented them, even creating a 
special edition to showcase these 
Images. The folloWing are excerpts 
from Ed's commentary that accom
panied the photographs appearing 
In the special section. 

mand that I 'step forward.' I thought 
to myself, 'No way' and took anoth
er picture. The voice said In anoth· 
er language, 'Photographs are 
prohibited.' " 

• • • "At one In the morning, the 
feet on the ground. 

with the truth" while distorting the "But It has affected me almost 
sound of a waterfall rushed Into my 
head. The UFO was out back, glow
Ing bright orange to pale orange. It 
seemed to be having trouble and 
then dumped liquid and steam from 
its bottom. I took a total of five pic
tures on this sighting with one pic
ture looking straight up into its 
power source." 

facts to fit their opinion. dally," he says, chuckling softly. • • • Classic campaign 
"What this Is is a classic dlsln

formation campaign by the debunk
ers In order to brand me as loony 
tunes," Ed says, his voice rising In 
defense. "They ran out of legitimate 
scientific criticisms of the photo
graphic evidence. You have to keep 
in mind that none of these debunk
ers have ever talked to any of the 

''I'll be doing mundane chores, like 
pumping gas or buying bolts at the 
hardware store. And I'll look 
around and wonder. • • • 

"The UFO was hovering at the 
back of the house as I went out With 
gun and camera In hand. I pointed 
the camera and the gun. I wasn't 
really going to shoot. I was just 
scared. The UFO winked out." 

" I wonder if they (the aliens) 
need gas. Or on a rainy, miserable 
day, I wonder if they are getting 
wet. 

"After taking those original five 
photos In my front yard, what was 
unreported was the UFO shot a blue 
beam that froze and lifted me from 
the ground. The blue beam keeps 
you from moving even your eyelids, 
and your chest cannot expand, so 
you have to pant to breathe. While 
In the blue beam, the UFO can talk 
to you using telepathy." 

• • • • • • "It's just ... I know they are out 
there." "At 3:30 a.m., we were in bed 

"At 2 a.m. , the hum returned 
and when we checked in the front I 
saw and photographed a totally dif
ferent UFO, which seemed to have 
an energy veil shooting from the 
bottom." • • • • • • "A strange hum began In my 

when I heard the dog bark. I jump
ed up and pulled up quickly the 
blind on the French door. There 
standing only 12 inches from my 
face was a shielded creature 
looking straight back into my eyes. I 
fell back and it turned to leave. 
When I recovered and ran out, the 
UFO was overhead ... The UFO 
stopped me from following the crea
ture so that the UFO could shoot 
over and beam the creature up in 

"The sightings have changed me 
and my family and, if given the 
chance, I would simply not have 
taken the first picture which led to 
the next and next, until my contact 
with the UFO has become over
whelming." 

head ... I really thought I was going 
crazy but when I went outside, I 
again saw the UFO appear In the 
same spot In the sky ... Finally, 
there was a telepathic voice com-

This picture of a 
"ghost" (white 
image in upper 
left corner) was 
provided by a 
Gulf Breeze 
resident who 
says it 
demonstrates 
Ed's 
photographic 
skills. 

Ed bristles at the notion that 
he has pulled a sophisticated 
prank. 

"First, I categorically deny 
that I ever used those exact 
words," Ed says. "There is nothing 
that I have ever done that can be 
construed as a prank." 

And that Includes the "ghost" 
photograph revealed only weeks 
ago, he adds. 

er come out and tell the truth be
cause too many prominent people 
have supported him. 

"And besides," Linda adds, "I 
didn't like the seances and the 
blobs appearing over the kids' 
heads." 

Photographs in question 

This photograph, of a young 
girl and a fuzzy white blur, were 
the combined result of a 17-year
old camera, a film defect, and a 
game room full of mirrors and 
glass, Ed explains. He .attributes 
the blur to reflections off glass. 

Bill explains he has no reason 
to lie about what he saw or heard 
at Ed's house. "I believe In life on 
other planets," Bill says, "but I 
don't believe they are coming to 
Gulf Breeze." 

Ed, meanwhile, says he won't 
be labeled a liar so easily. 

"I'm standing up for my hones
ty," Ed says. "I'm not going to let 
somebody call me a liar without 
standing up and saying they are 
wrong. 

By JENNIFER TUCKER 
Tribune Staff Writer 

GULF BREEZE - The controversy 
in Gulf Breeze is not limited to a pocket
ful of Polarolds. 

It Is made more puzzling by new ex
planations and startling accusations that 
threaten the credibility of Ed, the princi
pal photographer of UFOs in Gulf 
Breeze. 

At the center of the debate Is a teen
ager and his mother. 

And an old photograph that turned up 
several weeks ago. 

Seventeen-year-old Bill, who refuses 
to reveal his real name, was one of a 
group of kids who spent a lot of time at 
Ed's house during the last three years. 
He says they participated In games and 
activities designed to help forget the 
smallness of their city. 

Gulf "Breeze has no movie theater, 
bowling alley or skating rink, and Is situ
ated in dry Santa Rosa county. 

Nevertheless, he and his friends used 
to have a lot of fun at Ed's house, Bill 
says. Among the activities were so-called 
"spooky" games - seances, ghost stories 
and the like. 

Often, Bill says, Ed would take Polar
oid photographs of the players and some 
of the pictures would reveal a "phantom 
... foggy thing" next to the Image of the 
person. 

" It was all In fun," Bill says. "It got 
everybody spooked and stuff. 

One time, Blll says, Ed asked his 
house guests something like, 
"Wouldn't It be great It we dld an 
ultimate joke?" Although Ed nev-
er revealed his plans, Bill believes 
the answer appeared in the form 
of a UFO. 

"Because I saw the pictures he 
took of the ghost thing, I figured 
this has got to be It ... the prank," 
Bill says. "Ed never told anyone 
how he did the photographs. We 
all thought It was trick photogra
phy." 

He did, however, take out-of
focus pictures when the kids' talk 
turned to ghost stories. 

"I did not recreate that photo 
repeatedly and Intentionally at 
parties. No," Ed says. His rage al
so swells at the suggestion these 
gatherings were "ritual seances." 

"Kids like to tell ghost stories 
... and It that sounds like a ritual 
seance, I'll kiss your butt," he 
says, angrily. 

Bill's mother, Linda Chepult, 
says her son has been unfairly 
criticized tor his honesty, and his 
reputation has been sullied by 
those who believe the UFO pic
tures are real. 

"The whole thing has gone to 
such an extreme that for an aver· 
age person with reasonable lntelll· 
gence, It's hard to be!leve," she 
says. "But I don't think Ed wtll ev-

"Listen, the most important 
thing to me is my family. It Is my 
first responsibility," Ed says. 
"Why would I want to make this 
up?" 
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Are aliens investigating earth? 
1¥ 

u Some Suffolk residents say yes - and insist' Ro~ky Point is site of many probes 
~ by JENNIFER DONELAN Adherents to this theory maintain this . (LIUR)N). This Center M<riches-bued the animals have been discarded by lilbo-
a- They're coming from outer space and explains why human accounts of abduc- organization was founded slightly under ratories, or by sadistic religious cults. 
c-: they're coming because they're dyspeptic. tions by aliens so often feature rigorous a year ago to investigate UFO activity on The dissection is too precise, he says, and 

At least that's one theory about why physical examinations, and why animals, Long Island. Its 100 plus members check wherever the animals are found, there is 
"5 UFOs (unidentified flying objects) and carefully skinned and dissected, are occa- sightings of strange lights in the sky and generally UFO activity, someti~es even 
~ extraterrestrials might want to visit Earth. sionally found at various locations testimonies from people claiming direct a military or police presence. 
J: The aliens' digestive systems are failing around the world, including Long Island. contact with extraterrestrials. Stout, who works for the Town of 

and, according to this theory, they are All this might seem far-fetched in the LIUFON's hot line, which handles Brookhaven's waste management depart-
~ examining humans and animals for clues extreme to many, but not to members of reports of sightings, has been busy . . In ment, was working outside of 

.. on how to save their own race. The Long Island UFO Network Inc. 1988, LIUFON recorded 161 case histo- Brookhaven hamlet one day when, "I 
~ ries and already is working on its four- happened to notice that there was a dead 
~ teenth case in 1989. heifer by the side of the road. · All the 
~ South Shore resi- blood had been 
;5 dents John Ford and drained from it." 
>- Richard Stout found- Later on, Stout and 
.~ ed LIUFON after Ford visited the site 
~ they saw a particular- where the heifer had 

LUIFON CHAIRMAN JOHN FORD, left, displays a sketch or a triangular
shaped UFO. At right is LUIFON member Richard Stout. 

Photo by Maxine Hiclcs 

LIUFON members do not believe their 
intentions are benign. 'They're here for 
their own purposes. They're not here for 
our benefit,' said Ford. 'Something's defi
nitely going on on Long Island.' 

ly memorable UFO been. While they 
incident last year. were investigating, 
"We were going out said Ford, "Two 
at night just to see if unmarked aircraft 
we could see some- came down. They lit 
thing," said Ford, up the area. Where 
"and we started to we were was not too 
observe things, far from Brookhaven 
which we kept to airport, but these had 
ourselves." On April no registration num-

16, at 9:55 pm, he AN EYEWITNESS' drawing of a bers." Said Stout, 
said, "Richie and I green-eyed alien. the aircraft came 
saw an object off "within a couple 
Moriches Bay." The object flashed and hundred feet of us. Somebody wanted to 
"turned the night sky to ·pure daylight." see who was there." 

Bruce Richardson, director of investiga- Ford believes that the government and 
tions for LIUFON, became interested in the police knew more about the heifer 
UFOs after his wife encountered two ten- incident than they cared to let on. And he 

. nis-ball sized orbs of light in their house. said this is part of a common pattern. 
"She got up and she went out into the liv- Government aircraft are often present 
ing room," said Richardson. "It was before, during and after UFO sightings 
dark. And she saw two balls of light and animal mutilations, but officials 
[next to a lamp]. She was trying to ratio- always deny government involvement. 
nalize what it was." Richardson , who Whatever it is that these extraterrestri· 
didn't see the balls - "I sleep like a als may want with us and our livestock, 
rock." - later tried to reproduce the LIUFON members do not believe their 
effect, but wasn't able to create anything intentions are benign. "They're here for 
like what his wife had seen. their own purposes. They're not here for 

Since then, Richardson has learned our benefit," said Ford. "Something's 
Rocky Point is the scene of many such definitely going on on Long Island. 
reports. "We think they may be probes," "What we're telling you I know sounds 
he said. He dismisses the possibility that incredible." But he added, people from 
they could be ball lightning, an unusual, all walks of life call the LIUFON hot line 
but natural phenomenon. - "very intelligent, well-to-do people 

Some UFO buffs, including Ford, think who would never want their names to 
that animal mutilations are related to vis- come out." Many who call share an 
its by extraterrestrials. Sometimes hors- experience they may have kept to them
es, cows, or dogs are found skinned and selves for many years. "They've never 
dissected, usually lying in the woods had anyone to express their feelings to 
somewhere. "The mutilations out west before," said Stout. 
started in the '60s," said Ford. Long Have you seen a UFO? Call the LIU
Island incidents include Southampton FON hot line at 286-3212. There is an 
dogs found drained of their blood, and a April 2 conference in Middle Island that 
dead heifer in Brookhaven hamlet will feature noted UFO investigators. 

Ford scoffs at official explanations that For ticket information, call732-3449. 

STAR, East Hampton, NY- April 27, 1989 CR: J. Mundy 
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Aliens 'buzzed' 
space shuttle 

U LONDON. THURSDAY 

a> American radio hams claim 
~ aliens buzzed the space shutt· 

le Discovery as it Oew high 
over Earth earlier this month. 

o London's Stu newspaper to· 
M day quoted experts sayinc the 
,..... UFOi tracked the shuttle dur· 
·~ ing its five-day fiicht. 

Unexplainable Events 

Dear Editor: 

East Hampton 
April 24, 1989 

On Feb. 9 The East Hampton Star 
ran an item by Russell Drumm about 
a possible UFO sighting on Jan. 30 off 
Montauk Point. Capt. David Gaviola 
and two other crew members admit
ted to fear as they watched the 
strange craft send a beam of light to 
the ocean, and their radar quit. The 
captain judged it was but a mile away 
and made no sound. "I really thought 
seriously about jumping," a crew 
member said, as the object came 
closer and appeared to be a craft 
about I SO feet long, triangular or 
diamond-shaped. " I really thought it 
was going to stop right over us.·· The 
Jibber"s radar started again as the craft 
cruised west, then south, and climb
ed away out of sight. 

be relieved to know it was only Coast 
Guard helicopters reacting to a mes
sage from outer space." Drumm ex
plained that the Coast Guard sent out 
helicopters on March 25 in response to 
a distress signal, which turned out to 
be a false alarm , automatically relayed 
to a satellite and to the Coast Guard. 

Mr. Drumm does not say that the 
UFO sighting on Jan . 30 was "only 
helicopters." It would certainly be in
_.ting to think that the seasoned 
crew of the Jibber would be "ready to 
jump" at the sight of a helicopter, 
especially one that came around 54 
days after their radar blanked out. 
However, the reader, unless reading 
very carefully and with the original 
UFO report in hand, might easily put 
down the paper and conclude that the 
Jan . 30 sighting turned out to be a 
Coast Guard helicopter. 

ers, who have pr1vate~y acknowledged 
that flying saucers exist, puhlidy deny 
them . The reason given is that the 
people will panic, as they did uver the 
radio broadcast "War of the Worlds." 
_However, it is knowledge about 
UFOs, not denial , that will give us 
the tools and technology to deal with 
them . 

""' They locked on to the 
~ tpacecraft's controls, causinc 

a sudden loss of power. 
The Discovery's five-man 

~ crew, trained in UFO sichting, 
·~ reported the close encounter 
";0 to NASA. 
""' The conversation was pick
~ ed up by radio hams in the US. 
:::s NASA chiefs in Houston, 
< Texas, have refused to release 

.. the recordincs. But one man in 
141 Baltimore, Maryland, claims 
~ to have taped the conversa· 
:::s tion. 
o It was played to the Star 
~ which said Discovery pilot 

:£
141 Colonel John Blaha was heard 

sayinr: "Houston, this is 
Discovery. We still have the 

~ alien spacecraft under 
'.:::3 observation." 
Q:l NASA and Col Blaha anrrily 
~ deny there was any contact 

with a UFO. 
HERALD BUREAU 

On April 20 the same journalist 
said, in "Nautical Briefs," "Montauk
ers, who a few weeks ago might have 
thought UFOs were invading, for the 
racket and bright lights in the air 
around Lake Montauk at 4 a.m., may 

I don't think Mr. Drumm meant to 
mislead anvonc. 

Mr. Dr~mm is simply repeating 
what we have been lead to believe, 
that all UFO sightings are explainable 
as natural events or man-made ob
jects. It is our militarv-minded states· 
men who have misl~d us . Our lead-

There have been over 30 sightings 
of UFOs over Long Island in the past 
five years, unexplainable by natural or 
man-made events. The East Hamp
ton Star reported two different sight
ings. one on April 16, 1987 and an
other on july 23, 1987. Anyone inter
ested in the complete list should con-
tact me. 

JEAN MUNDY 
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.~Doctor who believes in UFOs fights suspension. 
i! !i very unusul opinions on extraterrettri

alJ and UJI'Oa from outer space," aald 
Cblp Wbeelen, spokesman for the Kan
au Medical Society, wbicb baa not taken 
a position on Corder's cue. 

.;, 
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> By Allin Bllvley 
The Star' l medlcalwn. 

ell:: Dr. Scott Corder is conviDced that u enraterrestrtalJ cru11e the plaz-
him to aee a s-JCblatrilt before it will 
CODilder reinatattaa b1a liceDM. · 

of some of my religious beliefs," aald 
Corder, who baa promoted tboM beliefs 
in a supermarket tabloid and over radio 
and television. 

0'1 ies in apacesbipa. 
00 Corder, a family practitioner in Ot-
0'1 tawa, Kan., believes that many of these 

space creatures are actually angelJ. 

"The board feelJ there II & dlltlnct 
possibility of mental impairment," said 
Richard Gannon, the board's uecutive 
director. 

"My beliefs don't contradict medicine. 
My beliefs don't contradict acieuce." 

"Tbe critical question is whether the 
beliefs and opinions that Dr. Corder 
expressed are symptoms of something 
that could harm his patients." 

~ 
N 

....... 
•.-4 

1-1 
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And be is certain the apostle Peter, 
now an E.T. himself, communicates reg-
ularly with a woman in Russell, Kan. 

That is enough for the Kansas State 

Corder sees it differently, and so do 
many of his patients and Gther physi
cians in Ottawa who have been rallying 
to his support. 

At issue in Corder's case, some obser
vers say, is bow far a doctor can stray 
into unorthodox beliefs before be is 
conaidered unable to practice medicine. 

The case is unusual, said Dr. Bryant 
Galusha, executive vice president of the 
Federation of State' Medical Boards of 
the United States. 

Board of Healing Arts, wbicb suspended < 
COrder's license last month and ordered 

"They told me in essence 1tuat. 1 
couldn't practice medicine unUllpt rW 

"'l'be entire focus of the disciplinary 
frill 'tq is that fae does have some 

~ Photograph of UFO 
stumps even skeptics .L: 

u 
1-1 

~ By larue Hardinger 
1 Gadaden [Ala.] Timea 

S FYFFE, Ala. - Is it a flying 
saucer? An undercover government 

c plane? A heavenly body? A weather 

0
) balloon? An illusion? 
~ The famous Fyffe unidentified 
rn flying object is stumping skeptics 
oo and believers alike. 
§ Even a photograph of the UFO, 
~ taken last week by a Rainsville, 

Ala., woman, offered no explana
c.:: tion. 
o The list of possible explanations 
!;( narrowed Friday when scientists 
u said the UFO cannot be a scientific 
~ research balloon (commonly called 
:z a weather balloon). 
~ Betty Furman. an 18-year veter-

an with the projects office of the 
National Scientific Balloon Facility 
in Palestine, Texas, said, "The last 
balloons we launched in Palestine 
were on Sept. 15, 1988. They stay 
afloat no more than 12 hours, then 
they self-deflate and are recovered. 
All our balloons have been re
trieved." 

Ms. Furman said the NSBF, a 
NASA contractor through the New 
Mexico State University Physical 
Science Laboratory, is the world's 
only such balloon-launching facili
ty. 

The NSBF releases helium-filled 
plastic balloons "larger than the 
Goodyear blimp" to carry atmo
spheric monitoring equipment to 
the stratosphere, 80,000-130,000 
feet into the air. 

Data is collected and used in 
scientific research. 

John Carr, a scientist with 
NMSU's lab, said he was "not 
aware of any activity in Alabama." 

Ms. Furman said if an NSBF bal
loon had been launched in the cor
rect time frame and was tracked by 
radar through the Fyffe area, "it 
could not have been seen with the 
naked eye." 

A telescope is required for view
ing, she said, even if sunlight is 
reflected off the balloon. 

"It could appear to be a star" 
when viewed through a telescope, 
Ms. Furman said. "When the sun 
hits it, it does have a whitish glow." 

NSBF's balloons are lighted with 
one white blinking strobe that auto
matically shuts off during daytime. 

Unlike the UFO, balloons "don't 
move up and down," she continued. 
"They reach maximum height in 
about two hours, then stay there 

The list of possible 
explanations narrowed 

when scientists said the 
UFO cannot be a scientific 
research balloon. 

until they deflate. They are 
launched in accordance with the jet 
stream in order to keep them ovt>r 
dry land. They travel with the 
wind, and remain in no one area for 
long." 

Ms. Furman said the jet stream is 
sometimes strong enough to carry 
NSBF balloons into Alabama and 
beyond. 

The deflated balloon and its load 
are located by a recovery team, or 
arrangements are made with the 
landowner to dispose of the poly
ethylene. 

"It tears easily,'' she added. "But 
they are so large they could be 
mistaken for a UFO." 

The photo taken Thursday of the 
UFO shows a bright white light 
with an indiscernible shape. 

The object is believed to be the 
same one spotted a month ago by 
local police m open country south of 
Fyffe. 

The photos, shot by Teri Baker, 
co-owner of the Weekly Post in 
Rainsville, show "a white light ter
ribly brighter than the stars around 
it,'' said Post owner Carey Baker. 

Baker said his wife, a professional 
photographer, shot the photos on 
Farmer Road using black and white 
film and a tripod. 

"There is no definite shape about 
the object in the photo to distin
guish it from the stars, except its 
size," he said. 

Baker said the media's demand 
for the photos was unsettling. "Here 
we are, making the news and I 
don't' like it," he said. "We're a 
weekly newspaper and we can't 
even print (the photo) until next 
Thursday." 

Most people who have seen the 
object describe it as though it were 
a star, but brighter, with a large 
white light and smaller blinking red 
and green lights. 

Fyffe Police Chief Junior Gar
many and his assistant, Fred 
Works, said the object appeared to 
be somewhat triangular shaped, 
metallic in color and having three 
bright white lights . 

~ CHARUE'S CORNER 
BY CHARUE IOMERBY 

; Even though our friends from outer space appear to have forsaken the 
coastal area of the Florida Panhandle for the mountains of northeast 

"5 Alabama, interest a mona members of the media remains at a hi&h level. 
~ Over the weekend, representives from the weekly rrnlpzine People 
J: were in Gulf Breeze interviewin& some of those who durin& the past year 

1 and a half have seen UFO's overhead. 
...:l Oddly, the Pensacol• News-Journ•l has &iven better coverase to the 
r.... doings around Fyffe, Al than what happened ri&ht across the bridte in 

Gulf Breeze. 

~ ta:::tu~~~~:~: :~noi~ :~~e!!~::i::~~::=:n~~~~$~~~ ~!~~::a~ 
~ state parks. But we've never had any reason to visit "tffe, but certainly will 
~ on our next swin& throu&h northern Alabama. 
..,. Meanwhile, the weekly tabloid Globe, March 7 issue, has quite a story 
,...... datelined Wytheville, VA quotin& a radio newsman who has reported 
8 3,000 sightings in 18 months. 

"U FOs have ruined my life" declared the newsman, Danny Gordon, who 
...:l has co-authored a book entitled Don't Look Up! touted as the real story of 
~ behind the Virginia sightin&s. 
H The Somerbys have visited in W.,the County on several occasions 
~ including an overni&ht stay last October when the natives in the vicinity of 
~ the Wytheville KOA were talkin& about the unusual happenin1s. 

A year earlier. son Don joined us there for a 4-day stay at one of KAO's 
Kampin' Kabins. 

Radio newsman Gordon claims his life has been cursed ever since he 
started covering an unp~a.Mnted wave of UFO appearances. 

"I've never beard of that before," 
Galusha said. 

But if the Kansas board believed there 
was any chance that Corder could burt 
his patients, it bad a duty to suspend his 
license, Galusha said. 

Because of confidentiality, the Board 
of Healln& Arts cannot reveal whether it 
bas received any complaints about Cor
der's medical treatment of patients, 
Gannon said. 

So far, however, no evideuce baa been 
made public that Corder baa burt any of 
his patients. He baa been practlcina in 
Ottawa for 10 yean. 

"I still practice medicine like any 
other doctor practices medicine," said 
Corder, 38. 

The eight doctors at Ra1110m Memori
al Hospital in Ottawa, where Corder bad 
staff privileges before his license was 
suspended, have sent a letter to the 
Board of Healing Arts saying Corder 
gave patients appropriate care. 

"Quite frankly, his practice is beyond 
reproach," said Len Dauperty, Ransom 
Memorial adminiltrator. "He's a fine 
physician. He takes excellent care of his 
patients." 

State Rep. Bettie Sue Shumway, who 
lives in Ottawa, said several of Corder's 
patients have told her they are upset 
over the board's action. 

Corder said be baa been interested in 
unidentified flying objects for about 11 
years, but his current involvement with 
extraterrestrials didn't begin until be 
met Donna Butta of Russell several 
years ago. 

Butts claims to be in regular 
communication with the apostle Peter, 
an extraterrestrial she first met in the 
basement of her borne. 

"He can either appear in the bouse as 
a physical being or as a bolograpblc 
projection," she said. "There's hardly a 
day when be's not in contact." 

Corder said he came to believe Butta 
was getting information from Peter af
ter she repeatedly told bim personal 
tbings about blmself that no one else 
knew. 

"She was able to prove to me beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that she bad contact 
with extraterrestrials," he said. 

According to Corder, Peter told them 
that on May 14, 1988, the world entered 
the period of tribulation foretold in the 
Bible. The drought in the American 
Midwest and the earthquake in Armenia 
are just the beginnin&, be said. 

Peter also supplied Butta with prophe
cies of an earthquake that will bit the 
Kansas City area by thia summer and of 
a limited nuclear war that will occur 
sometime in the next two yean, Corder 
said. 

"If you think we've bad tribulation so 
far, just wait," be said. 

Corder's own tribulations with the 
Board of Healing Arts beaan shortly 
after be and Butta told their story to the 

Dr. Scott 
Corder 
... "my 

beUel• don't 
contr11dJct 
science" 

Weekly World News, a supermarket tab
loid that often features news of purport
ed UFO encounters. 

Corder, whose photo appeared in the 
newspaper, said the article led to a 
meetina with medical board officials 
who told b1m "to be more careful about 
who you talk to." 

But in late February Corder sent 
letters to the FBI, Defense Department 
and CIA detailing some of Peter's pro
pbeciP.S, including one that "Bob Dole 
will be the next, greatest and last 
president of the United States." 

That letter was followed by a visit to 
bia office from a medical board investi
gator and an order from the board to see 
a psychiatrist at the Menninger Founda
tion in Topeka, Corder said. 

Corder said be went to Menninger but 
refused the paycblatriat's request to stay 
at the hospital for observation. On 
March 13 his license was suspended. 

After his suspension, be made appear
ances in Kansas City on KCMO radio 
and KSHB television talk shows and 
spoke at a meeting of the Psychical 
Research Society of Kansas City. 

Corder's suspension bas posed a hard
sbip to patients in Ottawa, wbicb has 
only a handful of doctors to serve a 
population of 10,800. 

Corder bas bired a lawyer and is 
currently negotiating with the board to 
find a psycblatriat whose assessment 
they both will accept. 

If be gets a clean bill of health from 
the psycbiatrist, Gannon said, the board 
could be expected to lift the license 
suspension. 

Gannon said the board, which is scru
tinizing doctors' behavior more closely 
than it did in the past, feels it is on finn 
legalgrt"und. 

"Our concern is whether his medical 
practice is harmed or his judgment 
impaired by this thought process," he 
said. "What we want is a good, unbiased 
psycbiatric evaluation." 

Corder, who is married and bas four 
cblldren and two stepcblldren, said even 
his own family is skeptical about his 
beliefs and thinks be "may have lost 
some marbles." 

But be remains certain the Board of 
Healln& Arts will have to give b1m back 
hia license. 

"Someday they're going to apologize 
to me," be said. 

"These craft have pulled my life inside out. It has been one crisis after 
another," he asserted . 

In the past year and a half, the announcer has reported on more than 
3,000 sightings in southwest Vir&inia. 

During that time, he has been constantly hexed. His wife left him, and 
he suffered a nervous breakdown. Phone callers threatened his life and 
the negatives of the UFO pictures were stolen. ' ~ 

His nightmare started October 7, 1987 which was a little over a month 
before Charlie and Dori spotted a flying object over East Bay and then the ~ 
ptctures taken a few minutes later over Gulf Breeze. 

Meanwhile, back in Santa Rosa County, ex-sheriff leon Hinote and now ~ 
a barber told us last week at our monthly hair cutting that another one of ""' 
hts customers 00 an 80-year-old man by the name of Summers 00 told him c::~o 
some time ago that he had been ~aken aboard a space craft and kept by its 
crew for two years. 

Durin~ that period of time, he learned their language. Perhaps we can 
track thts gentlemen down and get some additional information If true 
his' remarks would make quite a story. · · ' 

As Miami Herald's Dave Berry might say: "Deedeedeedee 
deedeedeedee." 
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POST, Palm Beach, FL -April 22, 1989 CR: B. Pratt 

Pastor: UFOs could establish scientific basis for biblical events 
By GEORGE W. CORNELL 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK - Smile indul
gently about it if so inclined. That's 
OK with the Rev. Barry H. Down
ing. But be firmly maintains that 
UFOs are real and that they have 
key religious significance. 

He says recognizing the exis
tence and operations of these un
identified flying objects could do 
much to strengthen faith and renew 
confidence in biblical accounts. 

" It would establish scientific 
plausibility for the whole biblical 
field," he says. " It would reinforce 
faith and make it possible in a 
scientific context." 

The government's effect 

biblical religion h4ld been deliv
ered, man became responsible for 
the distribution of the contents . . . " 

Biblical Incidents 
Downing said a hovering, UFO

like "cloud" by day, and glowing 
"pillar of fire" by night guided the 
Israelites out of Egypt, projecting 
some propulsive force that parted 
the Red Sea, leading them for years 
across the desert. 

Other events he sees as carried 
out by UFOs include: 

The firelike phenomenon on 
Mount Sinai in which Moses re
ceived the Ten Commandments, 
the Prophet Elijah taken to heaven 
in a fiery chariot, the star of Beth
lehem, the engulfing light of Jesus' 
transfiguration, his being "lifted 
up" at his ascension and the blind
ing visitation of Paul en route to 
Damascus. 

terian Church, also is theological 
consultant to the Mutual UFO net
work, based in Seguin, Texas, and 
Fund for UFO Research, based in 
Washington. 

Recalling a 1969 government 
commiSsion finding that Air Force 
observations offered "insufficient 
evidence" to substantiate UFOs, 
Browning said the government was 
"covering up" and the full report 
never was released. 

He displayed a 1975 letter from 
then-Sen. Barry Goldwater, R.
Ariz., saying the material was be
ing withheld as "above Thp Se
cret." 

"If the government weren't ly
ing in denying UFOs exist, we'd 
have had a religious revolution 
starting 40 years ago," Browning 
said. "It would not mean undermin
ing biblical faith, but reinterpret
ing it in light of UFO phenomena." 

RECORD-COURIER, 

UFO Sighted 
Near Haines? 

Baker, OR - March 16, 1989 
return . 

In relation to its size, Angela 
stated that she thought it was larger 
than a football field . 

Downing, a Presbyterian pastor 
with a scientific bent, says govern
ment equivocation has caused 
skepticism about UFOs and so he 
expects some scoffing at his views. 

"You have to have a good hu
mor about it," he said in an inter
view. "I can't prove I'm right, but 
there's lots of evidence for it, and 
until it wins out, some people are 
just going to have to laugh." 

The Rev. Barry H. Downing 
says UFOs have key religious 
significance. 

"All these were UFO types of 
reports," Downing said. 

Government 'cover-up' 
Downing, pastor for 22 years of 

Endwell's Northminster Presby-

Angela Legett, age 12, Haines. 
reported to the state police seeing 
a "huge" object. saucer-shaped 
with red and green flashing lights. 
hovering off the ground. 

The object, sighted last Thurs
day, March 9 1 W'ai repO"'"kdly lo!s~ 
than one-quaner mite ffr>m her. 
She watched it for two to three mi
nutes befnre going to get her par
ents to see it. but it had disappeared 
before she aml her parents could 

Th. fellowing morning, fler 
grandmother, Mrs. Donis Legget, 
reported that at approximately 6:00 
a.m . she observed a flash of bright 
light. She was in her bedroom at 
the time , with the blinds down, and 
thought at first that. it was the head
lights from a car. very much like ordinary human 

beings (they almost never have 
wings) .... Once the 'package' of 

The light was jt!en in the same 
direction as the UFO that was orig
inally seen by Angela, the police 
report stated. He theorizes that activities of 

UFO-borne "higher beings" or "an
gels," likely from another dimen
sion rather than other planets, are 
indicated in biblical events ranging 
from guiding the Israelites from 
Egypt to Christ's ascension. 

A middle ground 
He said postulating such activi

ties in forming biblical faith would 
open a middle ground between fun
damentalist literalism and liberal 
theology's "demythologizing" of 
supernatural events as only sym
bolic. 

" It would cut down the distance 
between liberals and fundamental
ists, and serve as a mediating force 
between the two extremes," he 
said. 

"The mythological concepts 
would have to be re-examined, 
which would be important for the 
liberal wing. The conservative 
wing, which stresses certainty and 
wants everything locked up tight, 
also would be impacted. 

"This would mean unlocking 
things." 

Detailing his Ideas 
Downing, 50, an Endwell, N.Y. , 

pastor, has a bachelor's degree in 
physics and, after having complet
ed studies at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, got a doctorate at the 
University of Edinburgh in Scot
land on relations between science 
and religion. 

He details his ideas about UFOs 
and about eternity as a coexisting 
universe, based on Einstein's rela
tivity theory, in a new paperback 
edition of his book, The Bible and 
Flying Saucers, issued by Berkely 
Books. 

"What is clear through the bibli
cal material is that God's will for 
the Jews, and eventually for all 
mankind, was 'revealed' by beings 
from another world," he writes. 

"Usually these beinp looted 

; UFOs capture attention of study group 
By Julie Peterson 

"We saw this brilliant 
..; bright light coming across 
v the ·sky at us. We were both 
o Watchmg it. It took about 
1 three mmutes to go across 

the horizon. Then it took a 
~ right hand turn and just dis-

,.... 
N 

appeared. We looked at 
; each other and said 'Holy 
o ' smoke! What the heck was 
-c; that?'" 
Q.l Another Orson Wells 
t:, tale? A description of a jet 

aircraft near- miss? Accord-
.. ing to Hamilton Township 
~ resident Pat Marcauilio It 
~ was an unidentified flying 
~ object {UFO) cruising over 
en South Clinton Ave. in 1965. 
en It is a sight that he and his 
~ mother would not soon for
IX get It is also a sight that 
~ many others say they have 
~ seen. 
~ Marcattilio, founder of a 

local UFO Study Group that 
meets at the Hamilton 
Township Library every 
third Wednesday of the 
mo:tth, has had three such 
sightings. Local residents 
often come to his study 
group to relate their ex-. 
periences, he said. 

"About four years ago, I 
wanted to see if there was 
any interest so I advertised 
in the newspaper and 
reserved the room at the 
library. The first night about 
ten people came," Marcat
tilio said. "We've had up to 
45 peoP.Ie." According to 
MaR:atblio there is a nard
core following of about ! 0-
12 people who come to 
every meeting. Many have 
had sightings. 

Ahce Haggerty of 
Hamilton Township is a 
fum believer in UFOs. Her 
experience is a more per
sonal one "I was picking up 

; 

.t; 
. . -

Pat Marcattilio of the UFO Study Group 

my son Geontie (in Ca~ 
May) in 19&"5. When I 
turned toward the ocean I 
could see this light over the 
water," Haggerty related. 

"I drove toward it. It'S 
lights were bright and it was 
about as long as a pick-up 
truck. Then r watched itJ.o 
over my head and Ian . • 
Haggerty described a deep 
blaci: object with one liglit 
and a flat bottom. A man 
walking his dog nearby had 
come to investigate the 
vehicle too, but Haggerty 
said, she suddenly realized 
that he was gone. 

She remembers that all 
that was left was a burnt 
area in the grass. It was not 
until being llypnotized that 
she recalled that she and her 

son had actually been taken 
onto the craft by the aliens, 
or grays as she describes 
them because of their color, 
and given "physicals," Hag
gerty said. Haggerty 
believes that the aliens on 
the ship purposc:ly made her 
forget her expenence. 

When Haggerty talks 
about the ex~rience she 
looks down arid SJ?Caks for
cefully. To her it was a 
frightening experience that 
she cannot explain. • At first 
I was very afraid. Now I 
just want to know why they 
are doing this. Why are they 
abducting us?" she asks. 
"They have no reasoJl to do 
that." 

HaggertY. also believes 
that she, like others who 

have been "abducted", have 
small bb-like devices im
planted in their noses as 
tracking devices. 

To Haggerty and others 
attending the meeting they 
need an outlet for their ex
periences. It is difficult for 
ihem to relate their stories 
without being ostracized, 
Marcattilio believes. "I real
ly should call it a support 
group." 

Anthony Falivene of 
Glen Side, Pa. has been at
tending the meetings for 
two years. In 1950 fie had 
what he believes was a 
sighting. "At first I thought 
it was a fireball meteorite," 
Fali vene, who describes 
himself as an amateur 
astronomer, said. "But it 
didn't have the tail and it 
was silent It didn't make a 
sound." It was defmirely a 
UFO he said. 

Falivene said he is not 
sure about the cases where 
~pie Say they have been 
abducted, but there are too 
many consistencies in the 
sighungs to completely dis
miss them, he said. 

Marcattilio is a field in
vestigator for the Mutual 
UFO Network, Inc. a group 
that studies UFO sightings. 
"In about 90 percent of t1le 
cases people do see som~ 
thing that can be identified," 
he said. The other 10 ~r
cent are actual UFOs he 
said. 

"It doesn't scare me. It 
excites me," Marcattilio 
said of his sightings. The 
beings from outer space 
have had a lot of oppor
tunities to do somethmg to 
earthlings, MarcaUilio said, 
but they haven't done any
thing_ yet. "They're just 
watchmg us." · 

Q.l Flashing lights · in sky spawn UFO reports ..... ..... 
-~ 
> Flashing lights in the evening sky orangey-colored - and was real shttOt off for "a second or two" and ported that while traveling south on 
c 0"1 Tuesday ncar Rushville were re- bright and big," she said. then disappear. Route 67 north of Rushville, she saw 0 a:> 
Ill 0"1 portedly seen by several people, in- "It was a real bright light, too She said her 13-year-old daughter what.appeared to be a star-shaped 
.¥ eluding one woman who now be- who was accompanying her in the object that was shooting out numer-
!,) bright to be a star and too large to be 
1'.:1 .. lieves in Unidentified Flying Ob- an airplane, and it looked awfully car saw it, too. ous objects like balls of fire. She ..., 

jects. She said, when they arrived at said the large object followed her close." 
ri .Q "Itwassomekindofa UFO," said 

She said it a~peared larger than 
their destination, her older daugh· for three miles for about five or 10 

Joanne Piluski of Rushville. "I've ter and others at the house saw the minutes. 
Ill::! Q.l 

always been kind of skeptical, but two airplanes t at were flying in the object also. She also said she had A spokesman at the Illinois State 1-1 1&1 
IX J'm a firm believer now- there's sky nearby. She said it was also heard of other people in the Rushvil- Police Department in Macomb said 
5 I something out there." moving too fast to be an airplane, lc area who saw the same thing. they had received two calls from 
u ~ Piluski, 43, said she was traveling and would stop, suspended iu the Piluski said the entire sighting people who said they saw lights in 

:;;1 
1-1 in her car around 6:45p.m. Tuesday air, then was "zooming" back and lrukd about 10 minutes. 1f1e sky, and one snw flares drop-

on Route 67 between Beardstown forth in the sky, "shooting out fire· "'The Schuyler County Sheriff's D~ ping out of the object. One caller, 
~ and Rushville when she !!potted the balls." pnrtmeut received one call of a reo- who was from Bushnell, said the ob· 
Q eb~t. PUusld said she saw about six or potted sighting. According to dis- jeet looked like it was located some 0 ..., "It looked like a big baskctbaH- seven such fireballs that would plltcher Andy Claytoq, a woman re- distance southeast of Bushnell. 
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Woman's close encounter with UFO left 
- By iatby Kemp I • 

LINCOLN ~-~~y~ thought the . a s t I n g 
world was coming to an end. 

scars 
In the Bible, she knew, it was written that bu been with MUFON Iince the late lMOa, 

a great flame would destroy the Earth. And iavestigated the Cub-Landrum case shortly 
all she could see as she stood on that lonely after it happened and has followed it ever 
stretch of Texas road and stared toward the since. 
heavens was a scorching ball of fire. "It's a very real situation. Something hap-

pened to them. They were mistreated by 
"It lit up the sky like it was daylight," some kind of object. You can call it a UFO. 

Mrs. Cash says, sitting in the den of her That doesn't mean it was from outer space. 
sunny mobile home on Lake Logan Martin "Whatever it was, I'm convinced that 
in rural Talladega County. their health state changed drastically right 

"That's the first thing that came into our after it happened. I have doctors ' state-
minds, that the world was ending. That ments confirming (Mrs. Cash's) burns. And 
thing was so bright, it took us a while to get we also had a number of people in the are:. 
our sight to where we could see it was who saw what they saw, only not as close." 
actually an object. Convinced that the fiery object was some-

"1 have never been so terrified. All we thing the United States military was moving 
could think of was how are we going to get from one location to another, Mrs. Cash and 
out of here without being burned alive." the Landrums filed a multimillion-dollar 

Eight years have passed since Mrs. Cash lawsuit against the government. A Texas 
along with her friend Vickie Landrum judge refused to hear the case, but the 

and Mrs. Landrum's grandson, Colby ·- women haven't stopped trying to get their 
confronted what they thought was the apoc- story told in either a courtroom or - better 
alypse. yet, they believe - a congressional hearing. 

The group had gone out the night of Dec. Encouraged by MUFON and Schuessler, 
29, 1980, in search of a bingo game, forget- Mrs. Cash has written dozens of letters -
ting that the halls would be closed for the mostly to government agencies and politi-
Christmas holidays. They were returning to cians, who thus far have been able to offer 
their homes in Dayton, Texas, on a deserted little more than sympathy. The government 
stretch of road near New Caney when they has denied any knowledge of the incident 
had what UFO researchers would later Mrs. Cash has described. Schuessler says 
refer to as a close encounter of the second MUFON investigators weren't able to find 
kind. any military personnel who would acknowl-

After their eyes had adjusted to the ball edge that a group of helicopters was in the 
of fire, the women and the young boy began area that night in 1980. 
to make out a diamond-shaped object that Most recently, Mrs. Cash has been writing 
was spitting flames toward the ground. As to u.s. Sen. Howell Heflin, D-Ala. In a 
the flames shot out, they could hear a Jetter dated Jan. 31, Heflin told Mrs. Cash 
whooshing sound, and the object - which that he has contacted the U.S. Department 
Mrs. Cash says was about the size of a coun- of Defense and asked for an investigation of 
try water tower - would rise a bit higher Mrs. Cash's claims and a full report. 
in the sky. "I honestly don't think we'll have to go 

Later, while she lay in a hospital bed with back to court," she says. "I think the gov-
burns and what appeared to be radiation ernment's going to break down and do some-
poisoning, Mrs. Cash would tell a fantastic thing." 
tale. Mrs. Landrum and Colby, who were In the meantime, she and Mrs. Landrum, 
treated for similar symptoms, would con- who still lives in Texas, continue to talk 
firm her story. publicly about their experience. Articles 

By Kadly Kemp 

Sitting in the den ~f her mobile home, surrounded by documents detailing her 
UFO encounter, Betty Cosh describes the impact the event has hod on her life. 

They said that 23 helicopters - the about their ordeal have appeared in newspa-
sophisticated double-rotary models that pers and magazines around the world. Sev-
they later identified as CH-47 chinooks eral television shows have featured them, 
were flying around the fiery object, as if including "That's Incredible," "Good Morn-

~UFO frustrates 
:Fyffe officials, 
~draws crowds 
X: 

1 By LaRue Har111111r 
:;2 Staff Writer 

FYFFE - Area Jaw enforce
c: ment officers say they are becom· 
(4; ing frustrated because they have 
~ no explanation for an elusive fly
~ ing object reported by more than 
(..!) 100 DeKalb County residents in the 

.. past two weeks. 
en But how do you catch a UFO on 
~ Sand Mountain '> 
'"'" On Wednesday night, Fyffe Fire 
E-< Chief Ricky Dobbins sat in the 

Grenoble Mills parking lot with 
other skywatchers, later jockey
ing his four-wheeler along trails in 
a wooded area on the outskirts of 
town. 

Fyffe dispatcher Sheila Smith 
stayed on the phone 20 minutes 
with a friend, four miles away . 
Both women described in detail to 
each other what they saw in the 
sky. attem pting to identify the 
object. 

DeKalb County sheriff's deputy 
Dale Orr kept vigil in the parking 
lot of Foodland in Geraldine, bin
oculars focused on one spot over 
Geraldine Ci ty Hall where the 
brightly lighted object hovered . 

At one time Wednesday night, at 
least seven law enforcement offi· 
cers watched and waited at Memo
rial Gardens Cemetery on Ala 
bama 227 where a sighting was 
reported. 

The search goes on. UFO-watch
ers from around the Southeast are 
expP.cted to converge on Fyffe Fri
day night. 

Ms. Smith !iaid things were quite 
busy Wednesday as many curious 

local residents began another 
tWO vigil. Incoming calls were in
numerable and radio traffic was 
incessant, she said. Sightings were 
reported from at least 10 locations. 

It is mostly local people, Dob
bins said, who are searching every 
clear night for what is usually de
scribed as a brightly lighted craft 
that can hover, rise, lower, glide 
horizontally and speed out of sight 
- all without sound. 

Dobbins said many UFO hunters 
on Wednesday night filled high
ways, " bumper-to-bumper, " and 
"parked in threes or fours on hills 
and clear spots" between Cross
ville and Rainsville after the first 
sighting of the night was reported 
around 8 p.m. to Crossville police 
by a Rodentown man. 

J .T. Turner of Tidmore Road 
telephoned dispatcher Connie 
Brothers at Crossville police, two 
miles away . 

" He said this object came right 
over his house," Ms. Brothers 
said. " It had lights on each end 
and one in the middle." She said 
Crossville patrolman Chuck 
Priest and State Trooper Van 
Douglas spotted the "oblong light
ed object" as it flew silently over
head on Alabama 227 between 
Crossville and Geraldine. 

Since Fyffe Police Chief Junior 
Garmany and Assistant Police 
Chief Fred Works first caught a 
close-up view of what is believed 
to be the same UFO near Fyffe on 
Feb. 17, townspeople have begun 
to feel that maybe there is some
thing up there, and like law offi
cers , they want to know what it is . 

they were trying to either pull or escort it ing, America" and a syndicated special 
to another location. called "UFO Coverup." In the latter show, 

They said that although the temperature which aired last year, two other partici-
at the time was in the 40s, their car got so pants whose identities were concealed said 
hot that Mrs. Cash had to use her leather they worked for the government and that 
jacket like a potholder as she opened the the Cash-Landrum incident was a top-secret 
driver's door to get back in. An indentation maneuver in which the U.S. military was 
in the dashboard of Mrs. Cash's 1980 navy transporting an alien craft. 
blue Cutlass is actually the handprint of 
Mrs. Landrum, who rested her palm on the 
dash as she stared out the windshield, they 
said. 

Since then, both women have developed 
numerous health problems, and Mrs. Lan
drum's grandson has shown signs of emo
tional distress. Mrs. Cash said she was in the 
hospital for six weeks with blisters, burns, 
headaches, vomiting and diarrhea, and she 
has photographs of herself that show great 
clumps of hair missing from her scalp. 

Mrs. Cash, who grew up in Birmingham 
and had lived in Texas 30 years, returned to 
Alabama in early 1981 to live with her 
mother, who provided the nursing the hos
pital told her she needed. Divorced from 
her first husband in 1979, Mrs. Cash mar
ried again several years ago and moved into 
the mobile home by the lake. 

Mrs. Cash says she isn't convinced that 
what she saw came from another planet. 
She believes the diamond-shaped object was 
a military project - perhaps a nuclear
powered torch designed to light up ~ m~
ern-day battlefield, as one MUFON mvesb
gator has suggested. 

If the government was responsible, ~
Cash says, it should have to pay her med1cal 
bills . Since the incident, she developed 
breast cancer that required a mastectomy, 
and she still has bouts with diarrhea, head
aches and stomach cramps, she says. 

MUFON's Schuessler believes Mrs. Cash 
may never learn what happened that night. 

Although many have dismissed their 
experience as imaginary, Mrs. Cash and the 
Landrums have a strong ally in the Texas
based Mutual UFO Network, a international 
non-profit organization that investigates and 
documents UFO sightings. 

"It had to be something very unusual," he 
says. " It burned the road below, and it 
burned the trees. My personal theory is that 
it was some kind of helicopter unit, like the 
one in Iran, when they attempted to rescue 
the hostages." 

Mrs. Cash, 60, says she won't give up 
until someone in Washington gives her some 

an:':;~7~re 1980 when I heard somebody 
talk about UF~. I'd laugh about it," she 
says. "I'd think, 'Boy, these people are ready 
for the little men in the white coats.' 

"As far as I'm concerned, it's one of the 
most spectacular cases I've .ever seen," says 
John Schuessler, a Houston engineer and 
MUFON deputy director. Schuessler, who "But honey, this made a believer out of 

me." 

Although a data collecting group 
based in Arab has recorded ac
counts from residents who report
ed seeing UFUs, no one has been 
able to explain the phenomenon . 

At 10 p.m. Wednesday, no air
craft was in the DeKalb area, said 
spokesmen with Huntsville Air
port, Maxwell Air Force Base in 
Montgomery, Fort McClellan in 
Anniston and Air National Guard 
headquarters in Birmingham, 
Montgomery and Nashville. 

"(The object> is not hard to see 
on a clear night," Dobbins said. 
"It almost looks like a star from a 
distance, except for the different 
colored lights. I just wish some
body would bring a telescope up 
here and tell us what it is ." 

Rhonda Gipson, 26, of Fyffe 
spotted the object last week. " I 
didn't really believe in UFOs be
fore ... but now I do," she said 
Wednesday. 

Mrs. Gipson said she and her 
sister, Jill Worley, 22, watched in 
amazement from their car last 
Friday night when a brightly light · 
ed object "bigger than a house " 
hovered just above treetops not 
far from their home. 

" I was scared .. . shaking," Miss 
Worley said. "It was nothing like 
I've ever seen in my whole life." 

Miss Worley said the two "got 
out of there" seconds after the 
bright lights disappeared 
suddenly. 
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======THE GREEN COLUMN=======================================~--

Ozone crisis is 
blamed for the 

• mystery rings 
SCIENTISTS believe 
they may have solved 
the riddle of the com
field circles. 

Causes ruled out in
clude aliens from outer 
sp~ce, whirlwinds, 
helicopters and hoaxers. 

Instead, experts are blam
Ing the hole 1n the Earth's 
ozone layer for the mystery 

~~r~~~n~=:r.ar over 
fhey believe unprecedented 

~!~~C;~~~~~n~nc~f:~~o;: 
behind the bafflln1 
phenomenon. 

Flattened 
Scientists have detected 

violent disturbances in the 
"electro-mqnetlc field" In 
areas where the circles- some 
up to 80ft across-have 

ap&:!':;t~h co-ordinator Colin 
Andrews said: ··we now 
believe the shifts In the 
Earth's electro-mqnetic con· 
dltions cauaed by the ozone 
layer hole may be responsible. 

"One of the circles which 

:~rr:,ar~.=ser::!y e~~n H=fe 
than the others becauae the 
flattened crops p-ew baclr. in a 
dartboard formation. 

by 
CHRIS LOGAN 

grew back, with a series of 
perfect spokes 101nl out from 
the centre." 

Many of the circles have 
appeared on farmland near 
Wfnchester in Hampshire. 
But they have also appeared 
in countries around the world, 
includini America, Australia 
-and now Japan. 

Japanese scientists who 
have visited Britain to 
examine our circles are takln1 
the ozone layer theory 

ae-¥~~1t.ve invited Mr An· 
drews, an electrical expert 
with Teat Valley Borou1h 
Council, to address a con· 
terence on the subject in 
Tokyo later thla year. 

Environment Secretary 

UFO 

Nicholas Ridley yesterday tur· 
ned down the research 

~r~ ~de:t.;.~:,:h ~.i~ 
to monitor the circles. 

The decision lnturlated the 
experts worklnl on the 
project. 

Mr Andrews aald: "It now 
looks as If we will have to hope 
that the Japanese come up 
with the money." 

fear 
Cln:lu In the com ..• often alx times the size of a car 

"There were seven con· 
centric rlnp of crops which 0::: 

(..) has Elsie 
DORSET EVENI NG ECHO, Weymouth, England - Feb. 25, 1989 

NEW BOOKS - - Ringstead 

"0 
c: 
C'd 

..... "0 

UFO 
sighting 

~ g DROITWICH police have 
~ t.!l confirmed that a " big 

ball with flames coming 
.c: ~ out from its side" which 
u hovered over the town 

·;: ~ was not an aircraft. 

·§ : ~2~lo~J11::Ji~~~::. 
0 ~ December 21. Police con· 
~ tacted air traffic control· 

0::: lers who said the object 
~ ~ was not an aircraft . 

"" , Two further sightings 
~ c: of the unidentified fly ing 
~ ~ object were reported in 
> Worcester and Walsall, 
~ accordint to Droitwich 

ral~ce~;s e d~~~1b~~ t~~ 
" slow". 

and the 
great UFO 
'cover-up' 

ANGUS Brooks was quietly walking his dogs on the 
cliffs at Ringstead on a clear October day in 1967 
when he saw a UFO. 

At least, he was totally sure that's what it was 
although he was unable to convince the experts. 

Accorrding to Mr. Brooks, it hovered for 22 
minutes, time enough for him to study it in detail 
and for one of his dogs, an alsatian, to get very upset 
indeed. 

His was not an unpractised eye . . . as a fonner 
RAF intelligence officer and British Airways flight 
adminsistrator he was well qualified to judge the 
size of the craft. 

It hovered half a mile away from him and had a 
central chamber 25ft. in diameter with four 
fuselages making a total span of 175 feet. There was 
a forward fuselage and three to the rear, but as the 
craft manoeuvred, the fuselages were alijusted to 
appear at the side of the craft. 

According to Mr Brooks it hovered midway 
between the atomic energy station at Winfrith and 
the American spy station at Rlngstead, which has 
now been removed. 

There was no noise of any engines, even when the 
craft finally accelerated skywards and disappeared 
from view. 

Mr Brooks was later Interviewed by a Ministry of 
Defence scientist and psychiatrist who told him that 
he suffered a "vitreous floater" in his eye - in 
simple tenns a speck that occurs after a corneal 
transplant which Mr Brooks had undergone. 

However, he remained convinced he had seen a 
craft made by someone and pointed out that 
vitreous floaters always go up and down in the 
affected eye, when the craft he has seen moved in a 
controlled manner sideways and at angles. 

Mr Brooks' experience is recounted in a new book 
Above Top Secret (Grafton Books, £5.99) which 
was published on Thursday and which gives details 
of UFO sightings all over the world. 

In it , author Timothy Good claims that there has 
been "determined and careful political suppression 
on infonnation about UFOs at the highest levels - a 
conspiracy of fear between the world's governments 
to keep the facts - and the terrifying implications of 
those facts - from the ordinary people." 

Mr Good has interviewed dozens of witnesses and 
seen hundreds of declassifted government papers. 

He has not been able to interview Mr Brooks. But 
he would dearly like to hear from either him or any 
of his relatives. 

CR: T. Good 

• 

A Kiddenninster 
pensioner wants to 

"0 know if anyone 
c:: can shed any light 
::l on a mystery ob
~ ject which she 
~ thinks could have 

been a UFO. 
,... 
<1l Elsie Oakley of 
~ Worcester Road was 
<1l terrified by a briJht 
u light she saw hovenng 

~ h~h~mr:,e!!d ~~:i!~ 
::J: know if anyone else 

saw it or knows what it 
en 

~ 
was. 

Mrs Oakley (83) first 
H saw the light at about 9 
0::: am on Tuesday, Febru· 
~ ary 7. She says it looked 
t; like an ordmary light 
:z: from a very powerful 
,_, torch to begm with, but 
~ then she noticed a red 

~ ~hl~h ~~en~i;~:r ~~~J 
§ it stopped well above 
~ the trees. 

• sp1n 
"A white cloud came 

over and it was shining 
through the cloud like a 
sun . fhen it began to 
beam down through the 
cloud," she said. 

She went upstairs but 
the light in the bed· 
room was so bright it 
burt her eyes. Then the 
glow, which was about 
the size of a television 
screen, headed straight 
for the houses. 

"I was so scared I 
didn't stop to see how 
far it went. I thourct to 

!h1~:lf t~II's ~· ~s tl!:~ 
could all be set alight." 

Her first thought was 
that it was a uFO, and 
she is sure it was not 
her eyes or her mind 

~~~~ire~~ia~~dh:~: 
out 90 minutes. 

"I know what I saw, 
and I was very con
cerned about it," she 
said. 

SOUTBEND EVENING ECHO, Essex, 

England - April 10, 1989 

.~ .~UFOli'ghts~.~~~ 

f'over Thames 
ALIEN lights have been reported 
over Canvey. 

UFO researchers will be interviewing two 
"0 witnesses who contacted the UFO Hotline 
o after watching a disc-shaped object travelling 
8 ~ i::t. Thames Estuary at a height of about 

e-: w~~~edi~~~~t~g:~~r m~~~te:~ior~f~ di~~~~~;. 
ed behind some houses. 

0::: They said it seemed to be spinning and 
U had red, green, blue and yellow lights. 

More strange sightings were seen over 
Southend when people reported seeing a large 
round orange-red ball in the sky. They watched 
it for 20 minutes before it disappeared . 

The East Anglian UFO and Paranormal 
Research group is looking for more members 
to be researchers or investigators. 

At the moment there are 65 members and 
anyone interested in delving into the unknown 
should contact the UFO Hotline on 0268 
286079. 

N 

,Q 
(1) 
~ 

I 

"0 

~ A DEVON lorrv driver was 
.-I still stunned today after set'
~ ing a giant jellyf1 sh- h kP 
~ creature hovenng abm·c 

trees near Cullompt on 
,_. Adrian Redfern. of T<'dburn 
<1l StMary, was driving along t h<' 
~ M5 yesterday when he ~u.ct
~ denly spotted the umdentlf u.:d 
~ flying object. 

Mr Redfern told the Expr'"" 
and Echo: " It was t'xt rao rdl

~ nary. 1 have nt'ver St'en any 
U thing like it .'' 
~ The mystt'ry creatur<' W3~ :10 
~ ft wide. " It kept expand1ng 

and shrinkmg and then 1t sud
~ denly disappeared ." Mr Red-

ga fe';h~a\~rry dnver. who w<~s 
~ delivenng a load of cnncr<'te, 
~ says that he I S normally cxt re-

melv scept icaL 
" People m1ght th 1nk I am 

mad. but I am sur~ 11 was 
there." he add<'d 

PC Gerrv L!'vman . at 
Cullompton · Police Stat1on. 
said that there had bPen no 
further reports of fly1ng S<'a 
animals in the area 

"Normally th is is the type of 
thing that is dea lt wit h at 
headquarters ... he added. 

Locals 
at risk 
from 
'alien' 
kidnap 
Kiddenninster 

folk could have 
"0 been involved in 
c: space alien kidnap 
! ordeals, claim the 
~ Yorkshire UFO 
~ Society. 

"The Society was fea · 
,_. tured in a na tio!lal new-

m ~::~~·ow:~~~;r~=~e: 
U claims it has been 

~ f~~pt~~ K~~tSer~f~~~ 
ter area. 

en Mr Georg"' Wild, 
~ Yorkshire UFO Societv 
;:!5 member, sa id : " We've 

H ~~~d~~:~fn~~e~all~ofrodo 
0::: with sighting> and 
~ abductions. 
en " A calle r who 
:Z: wouldn ' t give her nam e 
H said she had been walk 
~ ing in a fie ld near Kid · 
~ derminste r when she 

S ~~~r~ ~rif~~dlith~z~~~ 
l:oo:i before passing out. 

"A girl called Denise 
from the Longfellow 
Green area said exac tly 
the same th ing ha p· 
cened to her-and had 

matrh~~e:revi~~sl y he r 
"Anyone can contact 

us on the CFO Hotline 
on Skipton 0756 
752216." 

13 



STANDARD RECORDER, Southend, England -Karch 31, 1989 

First sighting of 
(II 

UFO buffs see lights in desert 

transparent UFO j : jo~~;:~~~ :~:::: 
u Rama Mission in claiming to have 

; ~ sighted an unidentified flying o~ 
~ X: ject (UFO) near Chilca, some 62km 
E-< 8 of Lima, over the Easter weekend. 

TWO terrified Canvey anglers may have seen the 
first transparent UFO in this country. 

The craft, as big as five houses and ~aped like a rugby ball, 
was spotted by the men on a quiet early moming fish. 

One looked up and 
saw the 200ft-long o~ 
ject which was emit
ting a slight hum. 

'"C The men were amaz. 
o ed because although 8 they could see the out-

line of the craft they 

e-:~~e*t~s= 
mering through it. 

0::: Ron West, senior in· 
u vestigator for East 

Anglian UFO and Para
normal Research ASS(}
ciation. said: "This is 
very exciting. As far 
as I know this is the 
first time a · UFO of 
this type has been seen 
in this country. 

''Translucent craft 
have been seen in Rus
sia, America and Bra· 
zil but as far as I 
know, not here. 

"The anglers were 
very frightened. They 
watched it for about 
half an hour, then it 
disappeared. It was a 
mother craft and I 
think could have been 

by SR Reporter 

materialising 
they saw it." 

when 

The anglers have 
been interviewed by 
UFO investigators and 
regarded as genuine. 

The Thames Estuary 
is said to have a win· 
dow in the sky above 
it through which UFOs 
can pass. 

The Research Asso
ciation has now com
pleted its full in~stiga
tion into the blue flash 
sightings on October 
'J:llast year. 

At 3.45am a blue 
flash lit the morning 
sky and something dis· 
appeared in the sea 
offSouthend. 

The object, said by 
.Government to be a 
meteorite, had been 
tracked by radar from 
Belgium. 

It was seen by a 
Southend Pc, a police 

dog handler in South 
London who said It 
passed above him, a 
weather foreeaster at 
the Met office, early 
morning workers and 
aircraft pilots. 

A Southend witness 
described a long round 
opject with a blunt 
.end and a cargo air· 
craft pilot said the light 
"fit up my aircraft in 
a blue glow." 

The pilot, flying from 
Belgium to Stansted, 
contacted Heathrow 
airport who knew n<>
thing and likewise the 
military who also did 
not know anything 
about it. 

A South East Essex 
engineer Mr John Hill 
said it was definitely 
not a meteorite. 

He saw a craft 
coming towards his 
house between 1,000 

Monster 
craft 
terrifies 
and 2,000 feet, round 
at the front and square 
at the back with a 
slight engine noise, 
like a hum. 

There was a smaller 
second craft behind the 
larger one. 

Mr Hill believed the 
craft could have been 
the American Stealth 
aircraft, but the 
answer in the House 
was there were no 
Stealth aircraft flying 
here. 

UFO investigators 
believe the craft can 
only be classified as 
an unidentified flying 
object, origin un
known. 

If anyone else saw 
the early morning 
transparent object on 
March 14 they are ask· 
ed to contact the UFO 
Hot Line, Basildon 
286079. 

'"C 
c: 
(II 

...... 
0.0 

Several journalists, among them 
cameramen from Argentina and 

UFOs spark new 
investigations 

c: '"C 

~ 0 MORE unidentifted flying objects have been ..; 8 spotted in the skies over South East Essex. 
c: East Anglian UFO Research members are 
Q.l e-.: interviewin& witnesses to the latest rash of 

..C: sightings. 
~ One sighting was on March 3 by an ex-RAF 
o e5 pilot in Grays who saw a brilliant white 

en light in the sky surrounded by a K}ow 

~ ~ es~:'!::!~~~;eh'::e~ af~~4~utes before 
~ 0'\ it sped off towards Kent. 
§a Mr Ron West, senior investigator and 
0 ~ founder of the JrOUP, said: "He said the 
U ...:r RAF have nothing that can travel at that 
~ N speed and he was convinced 1t was not a 

plane." 
9 '5 On March 5 a woman and her son travelling 
::( '"' on the A127 from London to Southend 
9 ;! witnessed another UFO. < The Southend couple spotted a red ball of 
E-< light near Rayleigh. They watched it for 15 
en minutes. 

On March 8 a mother and her sons aged 
seven and nine also saw an object in the 
sky near Raylet,rh. 

STANDARD, London, England -Karch 29, 1989 CR: T. Good 

Shuttle crew- 'saw-
alien spaceship' 

AMERICAN space experts are 
analysing reports that astro
nauts on the latest shuttle, Dis
covery Orbiter, saw an alien 
spacecraft. 

A tape recording of an alleged con
versation between astronaut Colonel 
John Blaha and ground control has 
been uncovered by a former NASA mis
sion specialist, who swears it Is genu
ine. 

The recording, which has been heard 
by the Evening Standard, says: "Hous
ton. This Is Discovery we still have the 
allen spacecraft under observance." 

Ground control then replied and told 

by Peter Woolrich 
the colonel to change frequencies, 
which prevented the rest of the conver
sation being monitored. 

Discovery did report a lack of power 
around the time of the alleged incident 
and UFO spotters are claiming this was 
caused by the alien craft attaching it
self to the Discovery. 

The extraordinary event is said to 
have taken place on 14 March at 
6.42am, nearly 21 hours into the shut
tle's mission over the SOuth Pac1fic. 

It was recorded by former NASA 
member Bob Oechsler, who said: "The 
broadcast came from the Goddard 

space centre, which is the back-up 
centre for Houston, and is not publicly 
monitored. 

"I believe that not only was it a UFO 
they saw, but that it impacted itself to 
the aircraft and interfered with the 
power supply. There has been a mas
sive Government cover-up of UFOs for 
the past 40 years, so it would not be 
surprising if NASA denies the claim. .. 

The voice tape is being analysed by 
NASA experts at Houston to determine 
if it is genuine or not. 

British UFO expert Timothy Good, 
who himself has analysed the record
ing, said: "I believe it to be a genuine 
maJor breakthrough ... JOHN BLAHA 

the US, accepted an offer from the 
Rama Mission to join them in a 
vigil over the weekend to witness 
what they called the coming of their 
"extraterrestial guides". One photo
grapher from the daily newspaper 
Expreso took eeveral pictures of 
what he claimed to be a luminous 
spacecraft seen hovering over the 
deeert some 13km E of the South 
Panamerican Highway. 

Formed 15 years ago by Peru
vian Sixto Paz Wells, the religious 
sect Rama Mission announced in 
February that there would be a 
UFO sighting at the end of March 
and eent invitations to journalists 
both home and abroad. 

Although the vast majority of 
journali~ had already left after 
the first night of vigil had produced 
little result, three journalists 
stayed for another night in the hope 
of a sighting. 

After eeveral hours of singing, 
rituals and meditation by the 60-
·strong Rama Mission, the journal
ists claimed to have seen a cigar
shaped light surrounded by red and 
orange lights. According to the 
journalists, the craft hovered brief
ly above the nearby desert moun
tains before disappearing. 

The photo which later appeared 
in the Expreso was said by one 
reader to resemble "more a flying 
Willy's jeep" than anything else". 

UFO man 
is quizzed 
UFO investigators art 
interviewing a Roch · 
ford man who saw a 
V-shaped ohject spin· 
nine in different din~c · 
tions. 

At one stage the 
noiseless object re· 
mained still in the 
night sky and then a 
red light left it, return· 
ed and the object disap-
peared. 

~ ~ wJ~~ lri'~tt:r~hac~;~ 
§2
0 

from blue to white, 
,. red and an orangey 

U r-. red, was seen by the 
~ 43 year-old Rochford 

, man about 9pm on a 
9 ~ Monday. < C1J He asked to remain e ""' anonymous in case his < friends ribbed him too 

~ m~~~thend airport 
deputy director John 
Burton said there was 
no unusual air activity 
on the Monday night. 

~More UFO 
:sightings 

Appeal as UFOs are 
seen over Worksop 

0'\ 

:reported 
'"' ~ A RECORD number of UFO sightings were reported in 

Gt'ays last month as more people related their experi-
1 ences to a team of experts. 

'"C Mr Ron West, founder member of the East Anglian ,UFO and 
~ Paranormal Research Group, said that details of slX Grays 
-;o sightings in March 
c: had been reported 
~ to the Group. 
~ Various sorts of UFO 
~ have been seen. includ· 
Ul ing a craft shaped like 
Ul a doughnut with red. 
~ green and blue lights 
~ around the edge. 
~ Mr West said: "This 
~ seems to be a very 
~ popular craft and has 

~ ~~ sk:ted~x o~~ 
t.!l reported to us on nu
::.0:: merous occasions." 
U This UFO was re
~ ported by two different 
0:: people who gave simi· 
:::J lar descriptions, add· iS ing that it had been 

seen in the area of 
Lenthall Avenue. 

Another two of the 

by Clair Orton 

sightings also occurred 
in this particular area, 
although the type of 
UFO described was dif· 
ferent. 

Mr West is delighted 
that the response from 
people in Grays is now 
picking up and that 
sightings are being re
ported. 

He aald: " It Is not 
surprising that UFOs 
should be seen in the 
Grays area because we 
think these objects 
come up the Thames 
estuary heading t<>
wards or coming back 
from London. 

"Obviously, people 
in Grays are now start
ing to ' look at such o~ 
jects and think about 
what they could be. 

"Now we have inves· 
tigators working In the 
Grays area, people are 
beginning to report 
these things and now 
we are rettin8 as many 
aightings in Grays as 
we are in other parts 
of South East Essex." 

If anyone has seen a 
craft which they would 
like to report, they can 
contact the apeclal • 
UFO Hotline on Basil· 
don286079. 

YORKSHIRE'S UFO Society has sent out a plea to a number of Worksop residents who recently tzl 
rang their telephone hotllne to report alghtlngs. ~ 

Notte Investigator who rang the hotune. ~~t ~~ t~=t~~nwg~~~ A!f~~e;::,u;:~~b~f!ima to ~ 
James Moore lB anxious Including a women who L~~ and the Newcutle have seen a circular cratt :::1 
to hear from witnesses reported a lighting in day- about 3 o. 4 o r e e t 1 n c. 

WHAT WAS THAT? 
.~ A REPRESENTATIVE of the Victorian UFO 
~ ~ Research Society wllf visit the 8enayeo area 
t: 0'\ this week to investigate a UFO sighting after 
..... Mrs Nella Williams told the ·'Advocate·· on 
> ..: Saturday morning that on leaving her house at n 
Q,l ..c: 1. 15 a.m. that morning, she has seen high in :::c 
g. ~ the sky a Jarge. oblon9 object which remained "d 

cc (II stationery for ~bout five minutes. 
c: :a:: She reported that the object was very z 
~ 1 bright and shiny, with a dome shape at the 0 

~~ ~ ~e;:e;tn~o~;~:~td~aqp~a;;:o~~~~~~~~ ;~d i 5 '"' gone the next ··, she said. 
g ~ The "Advocate" spoke to the Defence 
> ~ Department and then the UFO Research pea
~ pie, who said the daylig/K. sighting and 

description is ver.y unusual and bears further 
investigation . 

~o~Jtrl~e a~d ::es~~~ 1 

~~~e~1sg~~~~~rf~~n~n wi~~ ~ 
Worksop area. '1 

so~~~~~h~th1~ = g. 
nefd mo Group In Feb- _ 
ruary, was at the Market o 
Place at around 4.30pm. .. 

A university student WB!I 
walking with h1s girlfriend -
when they saw a 'long ~ 
pencU·shaped cratt, rocking ..o 
around rrom slde·to·slde In 
the sky.' 

Erratic n 
:::c 

It ~lowed, they said, a • • 
~~b~o~it~~ ~ ~ 
demeath. Alter moving er· 
raU~ around the sky for ~ 
=u~ ~~ures, It sto~ 0 

The object was descrlbed c. 
u being twice the s1ze or 
!!;~d~ ~~~r· and no 

Anyone with Information 
should contact the 14 
~o~~~~~¥,F2r ~~e~ 
lleld UFO Group on Mans
lleld 651954. 



! Panic as UFO GWENT GAZETTE, Ebbw Vale, Wales - Feb. 2, 1989 CR: T. Good 

M 
And Anclnw WMn't the onJy OM to 11ft 

any m 0 re ~ '1o~1o':~ '!'?"Garden City, Ebbw 
Vale, ran& to tell us o( ber si&htin& that 
lutppened in the ftnt week of January. 

~ 

;flies in with I • h t Sbe aald: "I'd foraonen about it, bu& after 

SaW lg S rudin& about the Hahts in the paper I 
wondered If I had aecn the same thing." 

RECENT reports o( strange llahts in the sky 
over Ebbw Vale have prompted many mo~ 
Gautte raden lo come forward with their 
.aptinp o( the mystery UFO. 

She and her daughter Louisa, were 
look.lnc out over the Garden Festival slle 
from their window, when they aaw the 
strange phcnonemcn. 

i a new TriStar 
Last week, what was described as mass of 

llgbiS, bas been spotted over the mountain· 
llde of Ebbw Vale. 

Anclnw Puckette, 31, of Sl Cynldre 
Clmc, Ebbw Vale, noticed the phenomenon 
on Tbursct..y afternoon, at about midday, as 
be was on bls way into the bouse. 

She said: "We saw weird bright lights 
flashing across the sky, they were coming 
fromCwm. 

"There we~ streaks of white light. but 
not like lightening, as these were more vivid 
ftashcs, rather then the light breaking 
across the sky. 

'tl 
by Peter Woolrich He laid: "A p-oup of Hpts went across 

the Jky. It aecmcd to tum and cllsappcar 
towanll Trccleaar. I wu ruDy shocked. 

"My husband said thai il could be 
because of the changes in temperature . II 
was a little bit unnerving when you saw il al 
first. ~ PASSENGERS on the inaugural fiigbt of a British TriStar were expecting 

~ the airline to lay on something special-but never a UFO. 
c: As the multi~loured bright lights flashed past the windows, pilot Bob Taylor 

"I told my mate, NeU Morgan from 
Hilltop, about it. We weal up to Scotland 
the next day, 10 we didn't sec the Gazette's 
report 011 it. 

"I haven't seen II again after thai night 
and no one around here has said they saw it. 
Maybe we we~ lucky lo look out and catch 
It wben we did. " ~ excitedly told them that they were watching an unidentified fiying object. 

; At first, the captain thought it was another plane and had fears of a near-miss, 
.g but be discounted the theory as the object vanished and then reappeared in a 
c: blaze of colour. 

"When we came back and saw II In tbe 
..-per I realised thai that 's what I bad 
.ea.''. 

eu you lulv~ snn ~ lights In th~ sky writt 
in or ring ~ G11Zettt: Count.¥ Buildings . 
MMkct Street , Ebbw Valt, 304589. 

,3 Minutes later, the air· 
~craft was plunged into 

9 panic as 1t suddenly < dropped-some passen-
9 gers said thousands of < feet-out of the sky. 
ii; Passenger Susie Wal· 

ton, said: "'t was terrify
ing. People were hitting 
their heads on the ce111ng 
as the plane dropped 
sharply 1n two sudden 
jolts. 

"'The lights were really 
pretty, though. 
·n was like a bright, 

glistening cloud with lots 
of colours and left be· 
bind a trail of smoke. 

•The pilot said there 
was nothing in the man
ual about bow to deal 
with a UFO sighting." 

The British Island Air· 
ways jet was over Sardi· 
n1a on its way back to 
Gatwick from Malta 
when the extraordinary 
incident happened at 
7 o'clock last night. 

Safety 
A number of theories 

were being discussed 
today, including the pos
sibility that it was a mis
sile or a satellite being 
launched. 

But Captain Taylor 
says the plane was no
where near a launch site 
and argues that be 
would, in any case, have 
been informed of a 
launch because of the 
safety implications. 

Speaking on IRN, he 
said: •rve never seen 
anything like it before, 
there was no danger but 
it was very interesting. 

"'We will probably 
never know what it was. 
Who knows, we might 
have seen a UFO." 

Several other aircraft 
in the vicinity also re
ported the unusual sight. 

SWINDON STAR, Wiltshire, 
England - Feb. 23, 1989 

CR: T. Good 

UFO reported by 
Barbury couple 

MORE rnystenous lights have been 
seen in the sky above Wiltshire. 

The couple who saw the latest 
aerial display are convinced they wert' 
not from any aeroplane. 

The latest sighting was at Barbury 
Castle, near Chiseldon, late on Friday 
evening. Eammon Smythe, 18, says 
he watched the lighL'l for more than 
half an hour with his girlfriend Eliza
beth Free. 

"We first saw a triangle of orange 
la ghts moving slowly low U> the 
gr ound. 

"They seemed to pass behind some 
trees and when a car came along they 
went out. 

"Then they came back on , were 
joined by another group and moved ofT 
U>wards the horiwn . There was a red 
glow in the sky with yellow and gold 
streaks." 

Mr Smyth , who lives in Wond 
Street, Old Town , Swindon , said other 
people must have seen the lights be· 
cause thev were so bri~~:ht 

'tl 
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~~-~,-------By 
_. Pat Swift 

° FORMER policeman Alan 
Godfrey has never con

~ sciously claimed to have 
~ met creatures from outer 

space. 
But whatever happened to 

] him in the "missing minutes" 
co in the cold early hours of a 
~ November morning over eight 
~ years ago has irrevocably 

changed his life for ever. 
.. Alan hit the llllional hcadlinea 
~ over a year alter fina putting iD aa 
'tl offiCial report dial he had JeCD a 

i ~z~=~r=~:~: 
0 aad a lot of apeculatioa about the 

E-o sightina. particularly as five other 
~ offJCen in Calderdale and Greater 
~ Manchester had reponed sceiDa a 
~ similar object low iD the skies on 
H that same morning. 
E-o But Alan was not the first police 
~ off~eer iD Todmorden 10 put in aa 
> otfJCial repon of a UFO sighting. 
~ II was only when a senior police 

offiCer persuaded him 10 reveal 
-t~ details of tapes taken while he 
c:n underwent regression hypnosis that 
:. he really created a stir on the front 
~ pages of nearly every national 

newspaper. 
For under hypnosis, under strin· 

gent conditions and observed by 
police officen, Alan told how he 
had been taken aboard the SJ*:e· 
ship and had been eumincd by 
creatures from outer space. 

"To this day, I don't know what 
happened 10 me that morning," 
says Alan. "I can clearly remem
ber seeing this object revolving and 
hovering above the road as I drove 
up towards Lydgate in the police 
car. I stopped the car, made notes 
and did a sketch and then got out of 
the car and started walking towards 
II . 

·'The next thing I can remember 
is being further up Burnley Road 
beyond the point where I had seen 

the craft, but it was no looser 
there." 

Consciously he has no recol· 
lection of what happened in 
between, but there are physical 
clues which appear to back up his 
story told under hypt~QSis . 

On those tapes he tells how he 
was laid on a table and examined 
with some kind of electrical probe 
fixed 10 the insole of his foot. 

AI the time of the incident he 
found his heavy leather police boot 
had been ripped and he had a small 
bum mart on his insole. · 

"II would be a lot easier ior me 
to believe that I made it all up 
under hypnosis . . . that it was 
something my imagination 
dreamed up. 

· •But the truth is I don\ know 
what happened, and probably 
never will ." 

When the details of the tapes 
were released 10 the Press they 
linked if to speculation about a case 
011 which Alan had worked five 
months before his UFO sighting -
the mysterious death of Polish-born 
Leeds miner Zygmunt Adamski . 

Mr Adamski had disappeared 
from near his home on the outskirts 
of Leeds. He had set out to visit a 
nearby shop to buy some potatoes 
as his family had visitors in prep
aration for the following day when 
he was due to give away his God
daughter at her wedding. 

He never returned - but five 
days later his body was discovered 
in the coal yard near Todmorden 
station. 

Some of his clothing was mis· 
sina; he had mysterious bum 
marks on the back of his head 
which had been treated with an 
ointment which scientists could not 
identify as anything known on 
earth - and he had died of a bean 
attack brought on by fear or shock. 

There had been many reports of 
UFO sightings in West Yorkshire 
around the time and Coroner Mr 

. r 
I _. 

Alan Godfrey, cent~. pictured at a recent UFO lectun at Manchester Unlven.lty with UFO-Iogists Harry 
Harris, left, and Mike Sacha. On the blackboard behlllcl arc drawlnp o( the object be sl&bted and OM of 

tile aileD bciap be dacrilled UDder bypDOila. 

James Turnbull in recording an 
open verdict, said he could not rule 
out speculation about creatures 
from space. 

Alan was one of the local 
officers working on the case and 
was surprised that no major inves· 
ligation was launched . 

fr~;;l ~~s~~o~s;:'r: d.!:.~~g: 
medical grounds due to an injury 
he had received before all these 
strange events, Alan is still bound 
by the Official Secrets Act . 

"Because of this I am not 
allowed to talk about the case, · · he 
says . 

After he became a major news 
story, Alan felt that he was being 
subjected 10 harassment in the 
force . ··ufe was being made diffi
cult for me,'· he said . " I was no 
longer 'one of the lads ' and 
superiors sent me for medical exa
minations in effons to show I was 
having hallucinations, but the doc-

ton all gave me a elean hill of 
health mentally. '' 

Eventually Alan and the police 
paned company when an old injury 
incurred during a struggle while on 
duty was the official reason for his 
medical discharge. 

••1 fell I could have continued in 
the force, even if only at a desk 
job,·· he says. 

But losing his job also colt him 
his home as he could no IQtger 
afford to meet the mongage taY· 
ments, and he had to tum his ~ 
10 other trades . 

"II put a strain on everylh~ 
and life has been difficult, '' he ,... 
calls. ··The police even raided my 
leaving pany to check for after· 
hours drinkers. ·· 

Alan is regularly sought by TV 
and radio chat show hosts and the 
Press. 

" Whenever there is another 
major sighting, I stan gening calls 
for interviews again." 

T R A N S L A T I 0 N 

But don ·1 the fees from these TV 
and radio interviews help compen
sate for the difficulties he faced on 
first leaving the force? 

Alan smiles wrily . "There 's a 
sliding scale for interview fees . and 

~~~~~f., on the bonom rung 

His financial fonuncs could 
change if one of the Hollywood 
film giants decides to take up an 
option on using the transcripts of 
the hypnosis sessions as the basis 
for a future film . 

But in the meantime, Alan is sci · 
tling into his new life, although he 
still misses police work . 

And has he seen any further 
strange objects in the skies? 

" I don'tlook,' ' he says emphati · 
(!lily . "If one landed right in front 
of me, I'd tum around and run . 1 
~ldn't want to gel involved." 

Wellington 
"§ police see 
] ~'UFO' in 
~~night sky 

City and country of incident: Bogota, Colombia 
Date of incident: April 2 (?), 1989 

Two policemen were 
'tl '-' among six people who re· 
~ •• ported sighting a large 

,...... ~ bright white object hover
tl u ing in a triangula~ pat· 
:l 

1 
tern high over 

< :i; 1 Wellington·s eastern sub· 
~ a- urbs early yesterday. 
~ - 1 The police said they re· 
~ ~ ceived four calls about 
c: ~ the object at 12.30am. 
~ Radar screens at Wei
~ c lington airport were clear 

~ ~ at !hes~~=~man said the 

1; police were baffled by tbe 
Q.. sightings but one possible 
'"' explanation was light · re

flecting off ice particles 
in the atmosphere . 
NZPA 

Name of newspaper and date of clip: JORNAL NOTICIAS, April 
3' 1989 

City and country of newspaper: [City Unknown], Portugal 

[CREDIT: Antonio Huneeus] 

UFO HALTS AIR TRAFFIC AT BOGOTA AIRPORT 

Bogota's international airport of Eldorado in Colombia was 
put in a state of alert after a UFO flew over it, forcing 
airplanes which were preparing to land to divert to another 
airport located some 500 kilometers from the Colombian cap
ital, reported several passengers. The UFO, which did not 
emit any sound, was detected on radar and observed by seve
ral people. Passenger Teresa Sanchez stated that the 
captain informed that his plane had changed its course due 
to the presence of a UFO. On the other hand, operators at 
the control tower of Eldorado, revealed that their radar 
screens detected the presence of a strange object, which 
flew over the airport zone and disappeared suddenly. "It 
must have been an airplane with its 1 ights off, 11 asserted a 15 
skeptical Colombian policeman, who confessed that he didn't 
believe in UFOs. The airport returned to normal activities 
after the incident. 
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Probe into mystery of 
'Warminster Thing' 

u 
Q) 
0 

WEATHER expert Terence 
Meaden is hoping to solve a 24-
year-old UFO mystery which 
baffied the nation. 

'"0 Reports of the so-callf'd Warminster 
C Thing brought experts and cranks alike 
! flockmg to the Wiltshire town for all · 
00 night sky watch sessions. 
c 
w The phenomena were catalogued in 

books, newspapers, radio and television. 
Some put it all down to imagination but 
others set out to prove that Warminster 
was at the centre of some sort of inter
galactic highway with regular visits from 
extra terrestrials. 

Some of the more bizarre reports at 
the time came from people driving around 
Warminster whose cars suddenly failed 
and they then saw lights or heard strange 
noises. There were vivid descriptions 
of fast moving inexplicable lighted objects 
in the night sky, whirring noises. physical 
and mental after effects on some of the 
witnesses. 

For some years it became Warminster's 
main cla1m to fame and earned the com
munity th<> unwanted title of the country's 
flymg saucer cap1tal. 

By Rode ric Eldridge 

this year Mr Meadon discounted claims 
by UFO believers that mysterious c1rcles 
in Wiltshire fields were caused by alien 
spacecraft. Mr Meadon said they were 
caused by natural whirlwinds. 

But he says the Wiltshire Thing which 
happened 24 years ago on Christmas 
Day deserves further investigation . He 
said:· · A mysterious entity which locals 
caJJ the 'thing' made itself known in War
minster and district through its strange 
noises and rooftop 'hammerings' which 
affected the barracks at Knook and sev
eral residences in Warminster. 

"Then followed an eventful period 
with reports of numerous happenings 
involving moving or hovering lights , 
unaccountable forces or winds and bizarre 
sounds. In some of the cases, related 
by Arthur Shuttlewood in his books, 
people in the open found themselves 
struck by inexplicable forces or winds, 
while in others the engines of moving 
vehicles mf'xplicably stalled whf'n in 
the vicinity of mysterious lighted objt'Ct~ . 

people, animals, cars or houses were 
affected, or which involved hovering 
or vertically moving lights." 

Dr Meaden who works for the Tornado 
and Storm Research Organisation says 
that he would like to interview anyone 
who was involved at the time. And he 
also feels there must be more ·recent 
cases which have so far gone unreported. 
He intends conducting the interviews 
with his scientific knowledge to see of 
there are clues to the causes of the phe
nomena. 

He has some ideas of his own on pos
sible causes and is keeping an open mind 
until there has been time for more 
research. But he is quite positive on the 
flying saucer theory. 

"That I regard as totally unacceptable 
although it wiU upset a lot of UFO people. 
That is the kind of answer produced by 
a non scientist totally mystified by what 
has gone on." 

Dr Meaden says that once he has com
pleted a study on the Warminster Thing 
the results will be collated along with 
other information and may well be pub
lishPd . Anyone who can contribute to 
the investigation should telephone Dr 
Meade n in confidence at Bradford on 

Now physicist Dr Meaden from Brad
ford on A von has decided to rPvif'w a II 
tht• f'Vldfonet> and he hopes to re-intPrvi••w 
many of the onginal Wltnf'SSPS. F:arli£•r 

"Of most intcn'St to me are experit>nces 
rPga rding unexplained luminous phe
nnmPna or forO!$ at ground lf'vcl in which 

Avon 2482 or write to him at 54 Frome • Dr Terence Meaden: hoping to solve UFO mystery 
Road . which baftled the nation 
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Massive 
rise in 

] activity 

'UFO' sighting 
C1l 
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RON West, an investi
gator with BUFORA, 
the British Uniden-
tified Flying Object 

>< Research Association, 
~ told the Star this week 

~ !.~v~.~~nc= i: 
the number of reported 

~ sigbtiags of objects in 
~ the sky in the last four 
~ days of January. 
~ "Over the period 

Jaauary 28-31, there 
II< were over 70 reporte4 
~ sightings ia tbe area," 
~ be said. 

EXPECT 

"Normally, we 
would expect only 10 
or 20 over sucb a 
time. 

"They were mainly 
triangular objects," be 
added. 

"The East Anglia 
UFO group are inter
ested in bearing from 
anybody who witnes
sed lights in the sky on 
the 30th aod the object 
oo the Jist, and would 
like them to contact us 
on Basildoo 286079," 
aid Mr West. 

STRANGE things have been happening In 
the sky above Harlow. 

The mysterious chain of events started on 
Monday evening last week (January 30) at about 
8.30 pm when Lin Pike, of Little Catins, spotted 
bright lights over her home. 

"They were as bright as floodlights", she said 
this week, "but they weren't floodlights. After a 
while they became red. 

"I was indoors when I saw them. I rushed outside to 
look closer and called my neighbours out." 

The next morning, Tuesday, Mrs Pike was getting her 
children ready for sch~l when she saw "a big black 
thing" in the sky . 

"It wa$ moving slowly 
across the window in the 
direction of Roydon then 
all of a sudden it disap
peared upwards," she 
said . 

"I called the police, 
because the whole thing 
was so unusual and I 
wantod to know what it 
was 

Mrs Pike described 
this object to police as "a 
box-like object, bigger 
than a passenger jet, 
hovering and spinning. 

"It was black and sur
rounded by a haze. There 
were no lights at¥1 no 
noise." 

Mrs Pike's children, 
Greg (nine), Crail ( 12) 
and Gary ( 13), also wit
nessed the strange occur
rence . 

Their. mother said : 

By ALISON 
PHILLIPS 

"Obviously they were ex
cited as it's such a strange 
thing to see. Later they 
thought it was a bit of a 
giggle." 

"A next-door neigh
bour, Claire Prindiville 
(II), also saw it and when 
my sons came home from 
school they said their 
friends had noticed 
strange things in the sky 
as well, so it's not just 
me." 

Mrs Pike added : "I 
didn't really hold any 
opinions about U FOs be
fore, and I can't say I'm 
convinced even now, but 
I would like to know the 
explanation." 

EVENING NEWS, Manchester, England- Karch 17, 1989 

It's anotl1er world 
A FEW handfuls of soil and tree 
bark could sooa prove oace aad for 
all thal aile• creal•res are lryinl t. 
-wisit Planel Earth (qaite why is 
aaolher matter). 

They were colleded by Erte 
Morris, oae .6 tile Nortll Wat's top 
UFO ia-westlpten, fi'OIIl a site nnr 
Newq•a,y, Co111wall, four yean ago, 
&oon afler a straage craft is allege4 
t. have crash laadetl clo.e .. aa 
RAF INse. 

Morris, acetA SS. from Cnwe, 
rel•med te tile ana • wee• al(o t. 
nail the lecattoa ,... ., al..t 
every nalural aad ... ....- eon
... , , iDciiJdiag • plc\llresque 
rottace. 

Sensing a conspiracy he •
plans to ha-.e tlte Mds be tho•gltt- n 
f•lly saved from lbe alle1ed ,.iat ef 11'0 
tollchdowa aaalyse4 tbis weeke1141 • • 
by a leadin1 botaalst at Shemetd ~. 
Ual-wersity. 

... ~e s:!t~~~r.: ~~-':.~~ller:=; ~ 
tbe USAF base at Beatwaters In &, 
Suffolk la 1981 wbea we lleli"e 
A-rica• serviceDieD aH •tall&ry 
ef Defeac:e effielals t.tai)J cleared 
aa area slt.enly after w.._t p!Nple 
say was a space slllp c:a•e ••wa." 

Merrls has also made a •••eo flf 
&lie Ki-n puzzle which he Is llawk
ing around television prod•cen. 

!!f.y_stery object seen 
over Linle Catins 
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Strange 
sightings 

in the 
skies . • • 

r-- FOLLOWING reports of a numb<'r of UFO 
sightings over Essex at the end of January . 

, Eas1 Anglian UFO have relca,cd dt.:t~il' o l 
..C the objects . 

~ ga~~~ ~~~~ ~~i~:::i::~~ ~~~n~b~~~ ~~~~~~~ 
I the mysterious space machme' 

'"0 On January 2H a tnangular or shield· 
c shaped UFO was sigh1ed over th<' T1ptrcc 
C1l area in the evenmg. It's colour chang<'d from 
~ brigh1 to a dull white before it shot across the 
c sky towards Chelmsford . 

W And there were sighting' of two separate 
UFO"s on January - one of them bemg 

..; witnessed by three people . 
'"' Three b~ight lights were seen over Chclm'-
0 ford at R.30pm . Thev were in an mvcrted 
~ triangle formation and made no sound . Thl' 
e bottom light moved off at one pomt befor<' 

,...... retaking it's former position . 
~ The mystery triangle was also spotted al 
u the same time by a Wickford man and by 

someone living at Tiptree a1 R. l5pm . Both 
~ people said the lights were over Chelmsford 
~ The trio remained stationary for qu1tc 
U some time before moving slowly off 
~ Then on January 30 a man walking hi' dog 
0 at 8.30pm in Chelmsford saw what he 
1¥ thought was a star. but then thl' obJl'Ct 
E3 started pulsating red. white and green . 

Another silenl object was seen over the. 
to< -county town the following day between 7.30 
~ and R.JOpm . This one had 10 lights each side: 
til - four bright and six dull. 
ra:l If you saw any of these fl yi ng object~ 

contact the UFO Hotline on Ba,ildon 
286079. The team would also like to hear 
from you if you have had a paranormal 
experience . 

fro~n~~y~~:"!t~:~~~ ~~:1~oli~r:it~ ~~a~ 
flying object investigator . 

Said group founder Ron West : "Investiga
ton work in pairs interviewing wu..essc, . 
They fill in a sightmg form and take 11 from 
there! ·· 

'"0 
0 

8 
e-: 

Did you 
see this 
UFO? 

C.:: ~:a\~~~o~~o;t ~~e~/~~~~ 
u the UFO phenomenon, we 

would like to make an 
0'1 appeal to anyone who saw 
CO anything unusual in the sky 
~ durin' the evening ofl!iwt-

" dSX ~o~~etr.':1~'lr~~~t. stu-
o dent was walking with his 

.c ~~~~~d pf~~~satw~~~~ 
~ ~3~:sk~h~n ~~{ :r~~ 
C1l what they nrst thought to 
X be an aircraft In some sort 

of dlmcultles. 
The long pencil-shaped 

'"0 craft. was rocking around 
c !rom side to side in the sky, 
C1l It glowed a bright blue col· 

~ ~· :forl..,~a~nsJ;;~~~m~ 
~ moved erratically around 

the sky for about nve ml· 
.. nutes, when It suddenly 

go ~~~m~~~~- sill, motion-
Ill The couple watched In 
~ amazement as It first 
0 changed colour to a bright 
:;. yellow. then saw It shoot off 

at incredible speed towards z the direction of Ollerton. 
< During this ume, no sound 

H ~~t>e'de~, o~J~t ~ebeg.~ 
~ twice the size of the moon In 

l:::l le~&re appealing to any
t..!l one who may have witnes-

sed this same object or any-

!?~~ ~~~f~~~ ~:S.s~ 
contact Mansfield UFO 
Group on Mansfteld 651954 
or 751889. All calls will be 
treated In strictest conft
dence. 
MR D. J. WALTERS 
(.....,. end 8ddrna auppUecl). 

'"0 
0 
0 

t,!) Is there 
e-: anybody 
fj out 
0'1 
co 
0'1 there? 

" UNIDENTIFIED ny
~ ins objects are filling 

the skies over Essex, 
~ says Ron West of the 
QJ Anglian UFO Re

t:z. search Group. 
•January this year has 

] ~ ~~ry ~s:be:ec~ns~ 
C1l year," said Mr West. 
~ •There have been 60 re
c ported UFO sightinas. 

W mainly along !he north 
~ bank of !he Thames ar· 

'"' ea" 
~ Despite the huge num· 
Ill ber of sightings, October 
~ remained the group's 
u record manlh with 130 re 

,... ports. 

8 Moet of the siahtings 
were ~ liahta that be· 

~ haved oddly. They tended 
w to be more than one and 
til often lhree. 
H 

~ 
~ 
~ 

Witnesses reported see
ing them within a 10-mile 
strip along the nonh bank 
of the Th- belween 
Thurrock and Scuthend. 

SUNDAY EXPRESS, 
London, England 
Karch 26, 1989 

CR: T. Good 

UFO illusion 
e EXPERTS now believe 
that a UFO sighting b y 
passengers on a British 
ti~h~~s the Northern 

Witnesses saw a huge 
multl ·coloured, cloud· 
like object close by at 
31 ,000ft . 

Moments later the 
British Island Airways 
plane dipped sharply as It 
passed over Sardinia. 

But yesterday a spokes· 
man for the Ministry of 
Defence , which inves· 
tlgates UFO slghtings, 
said: "As far as we are 
concerned it was the 
Northern Lights." 

The lights are caused by 
unusual atmospheric 
conditions . 
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Idaho rancher hit by mutilation of cattle 
By Dl•nn• Troyer 
The A5sociated Press 

MALAD CITY - Bizarre cattle 
mut ilations - in which the ani• 
ma ls' reproductive organs have 
been cut away - don' t intimidate 
rancher Tom Will iams, although 
such incidents frighten several of 
his friends. 

Williams, who owns a cattle 
ranch about 10 miles south of 
~lal ild City, has lost two animals 
to mu t ilation in the past couple of 
yca1·s. The most recent one was 
killed last month about a mile 
from his home. 

lie a nd others suspect the ani
mals' organs are used in Satanic 
~ult ri tuals. Mutilations have 
been occurring in the area for 
a hout 10 yea1·s, he says. There 
pave been news reports in the 

past of such occurrences, though 
responsibility has never been 
fixed. 

Friends ask whether he and his 
wife are afraid to live "where cra
zies come down" to mutilate 
cattle. 

About two years ago, one of h is 
cows was killed about one-eighth 
of a mile from Williams' home. A 
circular incision was made on its 
stomach and the animal's heart, 
entrails, ears and tail were taken. 

The next year, Williams kept an 
extra close eye on his livestock 
and nothing happened. This year, 
after he relaxed his guard again, 
he lost an animal. 

Reported mutilation incidents 
share some similarities: The ani
mals didn't struggle, no footprints 
were ever found around the ani
mals, there was no blood around 

''It looks more like an 
initiation ritual, where 
someone is assigned to get 
this or that. The marks are 
so definitely symbolic. I 
almost have to say they're 
artistic.' ' 

TomWIIII•ms 
Malad City-area rancher 

the cuts and the incidents usually 
happen a couple of weeks after 
Halloween. 

On the same day Williams 
found a dead 400-pound Hereford 
steer, his neighbor Rex Daniels 
lost a 1,200-pound registered Her
eford cow that would have calved 
in spring. 

In the morning, Williams went 
to feed his calves as he always 
does and spotted a dead one lying 
on the ground about 200 yards 
from his mother·in-law's house. 

At first, he thought it might 
have bloated, but when he saw 
the precise incisions and missing 
genitals, he knew the cattle muti
lators had struck again. 

So he contacted law-enforce
ment officials. They took samples 
of meat and hide, and after lab 
testing, he should know in a cou
ple of months what killed the 
animals. 

He suspects the calf was shot 
with some type of poison to kill it 
instantly. A pin hole was found 
on its right hip. 

"There were no bullet holes. 
There were virtually no marks 
that you could see." 

Both mutilationa must have 
been done quickly by experts, he 
speculated . "Someone under
stands what they ' re doing . 
They've done it before." 

All the cuts were made witb 
such a sharp instrument that hair 
on the animal was literally cut in 
two, Williams said. 

"I've skinned and butchered a 
lot of cattle," he said. " I can't 
even cut a hide or leather that 
perfectly. Someone had a steady 
hand." 

He doubts someone mutilated 
two of his animals to get revenge 
on him. "It looks more like an 
initiation ritual, where someone 
is asaigned to get this or that. The 
marks are so definitely symbolic. 
I almost have to say they're 
artistic." 

NEWS, Birmi ngham, AL - May 7, 1989 CR: L. Phillips 

Satanists or UFOs? Who carved the cow worries farmer 
By Frank Sikora 
News staff writer 

It looked to me like somebody used a chain 
saw to cut her in two like that. 

been sightings of UFOs. 
He says the precisioo of some of the cattle killing> - some 

appeared to have been cut with heated instruments or lasers - has 
raised questions with MUFON which believes there is "the pa;sibil
ity of non-human perpetrators." MAPLEWILLE - The mutilation of a cow in Chilton County 

last December first set off speculation about satanic cults. 

Millard Reynolds, cattle farmer 

Now, UFOs have zoomed into the picture. 

shoulders and all? It's jmt a mystery to me." 

"We're not saying this is the case; it's jmt something we want to 
look at," he said "But some of the w~ have been clean incisions, 
alma>t bloodless. There has been an absence of blood. The eyes and 
other organs and glands have been cleanly removed." 

It all started when a cow turned up missing in a wooded area 
adjoining a pasture. The animal belooged to Millard Reynolds, a 
Chilton County lumberyard owner and cattle farmer. 

The cow had wandered off when the herd was moved to a new 
grazing area. 

Reynolds believes that the butchery might have been the work of 
a satanic cult who killed the beast to use in a ritual 

He said he is sending letters to cattlemen's associations and law 
enforcement agencies to see if there have been such cases in Ala
bama. 

Several days went by and one Tuesday morning a neighbor called 
and said, "I think I found your missing cow." 

Reynolds went to the area and found a shocking - and mysteri
ous - sighl The animal had been beheaded, the body cut in two. 

But usually such groups in Alabama have been using goats or 
chickens, which are easier to deal with than a cow. 

And satanic groups, when they do kill an animal, tend to be messy 
in the work, leaving blood as they dig out the heart or some other 
organs to use in rituals. 

"We just don't feel that all such cases should be written off as 
satanic rituals," he said "It's an easy answer for something which 
may not have an easy answer. However, if it turns out these 
are satanic cults, then I'll leave it alone." 

The back half of the body was gone, but the front remained. The 
head was about 100 feet away. 

Now, a group that has been looking to the skies for signs of UFOs, 
says it also will look into some of the cattle slayings to see if there is 
a coonection between the slaughter and sighting of unidentified fly
ing objects. 

There have been reports of slaughtered animals in Marshall and 
Cullman counties, also believed the work of satanic cults. 

"I've never seen anything like that," said Reynolds. 
But the real mystery, he said, was the fact that there was no 

blood found anywhere. ''It's alw~ys kind of a pat answer to say that a satanic cult is 
responsible," Jeff Ballard, state director for MUFON (Mutual UFO 
Network). 

In Mobile, law enforcement officers have come across a number 
of abandoned houses and other building; which appear to have been 
used for rituals. 

''It looked to me like somebody used a chain saw to cut bel- in two 
like that," he said "I examined the head and the cow hadn't been 
shol Uscally people shoot a cow if they want to butcher it for the 
meat But if they wanted the meat, why'd they leave the front 

Police there found an altar at an abandoned house. 

He says there have been mysteriom cattle mutilations in 30 states 
- ma!tly the West and Midwest - and in many of them there _have 

''The satanic thing is a fad," said Sheriff Department Sgt. Charles 
Flowers. "A lot of this stuff is young people dabbling around in il 
But a lot of people get panicked. It's all blown out of proportion." 

HERALD-JOURNAL, Spar t anburg, SC - April 7, 1989 CR: G. Fawcett 

~~~~~~~~ONED~DR~n~~~~~~~ 

Bishopville's flame dims without Lizard Man 
By DAVE MONIZ 
Spec"'l to the Heralci·.Joumal 

BISHOP~TJLLE 

D 
espite talk that NBC's To
day Show was sending a 
film crew to town yes
te r day, Lee County 
shrugged and went about 

its business. 
E ven cave dwellers know that 

Lizard Man has slithered back into 
a tiny news hole. 

Th• Korea News stopped calling 

mont hs ago. The front-page ~:>tory in 
t he Houston Chronicle is now only a 
fond ly remembered slice of hype. 

Kenneth Orr, the Florence man 
who strapped a machine gun to the 
top of his camouflaged Toyota, is 
but an inventive warrior whose 15 
minutes of fam e expired in 
embarrassing ignominy. 

Lizard Man, Willard Scott and 
friends may soon learn, is one dead 
reptile. 

"Why is NBC coming here?'' Lee 

County Sheriff Liston Truesdale 
asked rhetorically, smiling slightly. 

"I'd like to ask them the same 
question. It sounds like they don't 
have much to do." 

NBC soundman Corky Gibbons 
I I said it "beats me" when asked 
the question. He said reporter 
Lucky Sever son had not told him 
what or why t hey would be filming. 

It's beell almost nine months 
since 17-ytar-old Chris Davis re
ported seeing a slimy, 7-foot crea-

SUN POST, San Cl emente , CA - March 16, 1989 

Pet killings plague OC community 
NORTH TUSTIN - Residents of this Orange County community 

have been shocked by reports of kiiUnas and mutuations of cats and 
other animals, possibly at the hands of Satmwor.sb!ppers. 

About 100 people packed the North Tustin Municipal Advisory 
Council meeting Wednesday nlR)lt to demand an Investigation Into the 
pet killings In this community 30 miles southeast of Los Angeles. 

The council, which makes recommendations to the county Board of 
Supervisors, voted to urge the board to set up a central reportlnl 
agency for the Incidents and launch a public Information campaign. 

The animal deaths and mutilations were made public this month by 
resident Janet Hampson, who said she has compiled reports Involving 
nearly 50 animals, Including cata, rabbits, gerbils, birds and possums. 

Richard Paddock, a Sherltf's Department spokesman, told the group 
formal reports to authorities are never made In many cases of animal 
mutilation. 

" We've only had two documented cases In two years," he said. "The 
most recent case was In August 1988." 

However, some pet owners complained that after they called the 
Sheriff's Department to report mutilations deputies visited their 
homes but did not take reperts. 

- AP DISPA TCHI!S 

ture attack his car near the Scape 
Ore Swamp in Browntown. From 
that story sprang laughter, 
embellishment and then an 
industry. 

Davis reportedly passed a poly
grap h test administered by 
Truesdale and from that point the 
story grew into a promotional 
monster. 

Truesdale acknowledged that 
there's been talk of a hoax. talk of a 
coordinated effort by civic fatht?r;; 
to attract a few media moths to LPl' 
County's sometimes dim flame . ThE:' 
sheriff shot that down quickly. 

"Ninety percent of the people 
who made money on this thing Wt' re 
from out of town , •· he said. · 

And anyway, why carP abuut it 
now? Lizard Man drew hi" la,;t puff 
five months ago, a lifetime in term;;; 
of the national attention ,;pan . 
TruC'"dale pinpoinb the t inw of Liz
arc! Man 's death a,; around October 
or November- ··when fo(ltball ;;;ca
son started up." 

At t he height of the craze . Lizard 
Man was the talk of big-time news
casters all(! a tall tale millions 
thought worth repeating . 
Bishopville has seldom seen an~· 
thing like it and some admit they 
miss the attention. 

Alva Kelly Jr., a Bishopville ser
vice station owner, has packed up 
his inflatable green dinosaurs (they 
look like lizards on steroids) and 
called it a craze. He i;;; planning to 
make a scrapbook from all the 
newspaper stories about Lizard 

Man and he fondlY recalls tht~ tT\l:'h 

of tourists la"t s·umnwr. 
· 'l su r e d o n t i"::: t h t' 

attention ... and the husint·""· ·· h(' 
said . 

A" Leon Butler. thL~ owne1· of tht• 
Bi,;hopvillP .)&10 put it: •·J t hin k 
Ah·a prob<1bly mack more money 
;;elling T-shirts than ga,.- ... 

Butler didn't do badlv. He es
timate;;; he ;;;old between. 1,600 and 
1,800 T -shirts. 

" I think it almo:;t got a little out 
of hand ," he said. 

What with amateur Rambo,; and 
wild-eved bountv huntc•r:; (cJ!Ie ra
dio ;;t~tion offer~d a $1 million re
ward for Lizard Man) Truesdnl·· 
was briefly a celebrity. In addition 
to dealing with people like Orr -
"He called his truck the Lizard 
Buster" - he fi e lded dozens of call;;; 
a day during July and August. 

A television station in Seattle of
fered to fly him out for an inter
\·iew. Radio stations in Englanrl anrl 
Australia called for live spots. He 
estimates that tiny Bishopville was 
host to about 50,000 Lizard seekers 
last year. 

At one point, he contemplated 
moving his office because spectator
journalist traffic threatened to slow 
down emergency vehicles. Seatt>d 
in his office waiting fo r NBC's film 
crew, he figured that Lizard Man 
was good for the county. 

" In all of this," he said. "nobody 
was getting hurt , there was nothing 
foul or ugiy about it. 

"It's all been decent and fun ... 
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TIMES, Crisfield, MD 
- - -
Sept. 28, 1988 

Bigfoot In 
Somerset? 

By David Bremer 
"B,igfoot, or something like it, was 

said to ·be roaming the Hopewell 
area back in the early 1950's," says 
Mark Opsasnick of Greenbelt, 
Maryland, who has collected a file 
of 250 Maryland s1ghtings and 
would like to have more informa-· 
tion. 

By October of 1976 the creature, 
if indeed there was one, apparently 
had moved closer to town. 
"According to the Salisbury Daily 
Times," reports Mr. Opsasnick, 
"there was a report of a Bigfoot
type creature emerging from a 
wooded area near Rubberset." 

Other reported sightings on the 
Eastern Shore during the 1950's and 
60's include several in the Green 
Briar Swamp of Dorchester Cowtty. 
Sightings have also been reported 
in Wicomico and Worcester coun
ties. 

Mr. Opsasnick directs the private
ly funded Bigfoot In!ormation 
Project (BIP) and serves as a clear
ing house for Bigfoot related data 
as wetl as a venue for increasing 
public awareness of this seemingly 
endangered animal. 

BIP i s an affiliate of Mark 
Chorvinsky 's Rockville, Maryland 
based Stran ge Research And 
Investigations and seeks to preserve 
Bigfoot related information for 
future generations. Mr. Opsasnick 
earned his BA from UMCP in 1984 
and is a professional interviewer 
with the Prince George's County 
Government. 
lf anyone remembers the earlier 

Somerset County sightings or has 
additional information please con
tact us at the Crisfield Times by 
calling (301)968-1188 or writing us 
at P.O . Box 230, Crisfield, 
Maryland 21917. 

Mr. Opsasnick can be contacted 
directly at: 114 Rosewood Drive, 
Greenbelt , Maryland 20770 or by 
c a lling (30 1 )4 74-7230; after 
September 19 call (301)985-5408 
between :30 a.m. and 5:00p.m. 

CR: M. Opsasnick 

Hysteria blamed in students' afflictions 
SANTA MONICA, Calif. - What seemed to be a mysterious 

illness that affected student musicians and triggered the evac
uation of 2,500 people from a concert hall was a case of mass 
hysteria , authorities said . 

Eighteen youngsters fainted or developed nausea, dizziness 
or headaches Thursday during a performance of the 40th an
nual "Stairway to the Stars" student concert, produced by the 
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District. 

But Fire Chief William Pajaras said Friday that blood tests 
revealed no cause of the illnesses and no toxic fumes or other 
factor could be found at the civic auditorium. 

District Supervisor Eugene Tucker suggested the young
sters were "reacting to heat and stress and general anxiety 
(rom earlier in the day when one or two youngsters fainted." 

The show featured 1,100 members of the district's bands, 
choruses and orchestras from the fourth through 12th grades. 
(AP) 

STANDARD NEWS, Mountain View, MO 
April 26, 1989 CR: L. Willett 

Cattle 
mutilations 
suspicious 
By Dick Jackson 
St.ndlonfN-

L.V. Galusha discovered a 1100 pound mutilated cow in a remote 
area of Shannon County near Teresita Tuesday afternoon at around 
2:30. Galusha, who was looking after some cattle for their owner, 
Atason Seagraves , said he had last seen the cow alive the previous 
afternoon. 

The cows uterus, rectum, utters, lower jaw and tongue had been 
skillfully removed, but there was no sign of a struggle, causing 
Galusha to comment, "She was wild. I don 't know how they got to 
her." Galusha said there was no blood, blood trails , or body parts 
found near the carcass, nor any evidence the carcass had been moved. 
The cow was found in a small clearing surrounded by tall overgrowdt. 

Galusha said he lost two other cows the same way nine years ago. 
''Whoever is doing it must be a real professional, ' ' he said. 

Shannon County Sheriff Larry Rutledge confirmed that there wa$ 

absolutely no blood and in addition he said there were no tracks iato 
or away from the scene. The pasture, off county road T, in which -the 
carcass was found is protected by a locked gate, and the back entrance 
had not been used, according to Sheriff Rutledge. 

He said he was receiving some outside help in his investigation, but 
would not reveal the source of his assistance. The mutilation is beina 
handled as some type of cult activity, according to Sheriff Rutledge. 

Sheriff Rutledge said he has received information about several 
cattle mutilation which occurred near Ashdown, Ark. in March of 1989 
and that there are some simularities. 

The Ashdown mutilations were investigated by Linda Howe, who 
has been active in mutilation studies since 1979, and has recently 
published a book detailing her findings. When informed of, the 
mutilation near Teresita, Ms. Howe described it as a "Oassic 
example" of the type of mutilation which have been reported world 
wide for at least the past 12 years. 

In describing the patterns associated with cattle mutilations, she 
said the tongue, sexual organs, rectum, utters, lower jaw, and in some 
instances the tail are removed by ' 'bloodless, cookie cutter type cuts." 
Howe said tissue samples taken from the cows near Ashdown were 
studied by Dr. Altshuler , a hematologist in Denver, who reported that 
the cuts were made with heat at over 300 °F. In his report, the doctor 
described the cuts as "pinpoint" and said they were made so rapidly 
that there wa<; absolutely no tissue damage. 

Tissue samples were collected from the mutilated cow near Teresita, 
and sent to Dr. Altshuler for study. 

Ms. Howe believes the mutilations are not ' related to cult activity, 
and she questions how would cults get access to the high tech 
equipment to make the cuts, and how would they get the . bulky 
equiP.ment into and out of the ftelds. Her study concfuded that the 
mutilations are the work of alien life forms and she said the 
mutilations usually occur in connection with unexplained sky activity. 

The Ashdown mutilations are in fact connected with sky activity, 

MUTILATED- the lower jaw and tongue were removed 
from the cow above, which was discovere9 in a rural area of 
Shannon County near Teresita last Tuesday. 

a~rding to Jim Wtlliamson, a reporter for the Little River Press in 
Ashdowri. Wtlliamson said there have been continuous reports of 
orange lights in the sky near Ashdown since January 1988, 
l~.J a ~1hey nicknamed "Big Bertha," that was seen by the 
ncwstaff of ttl• Little River Press in January 1988. The craft was at 
least as long as a football field and made absolutely no noise, 
according to Williamson . 

Williamson said they are still investigating the lights and the 
mutilations, but have reached no conclusions. He said they also 
checked into the background of Linda Howe and found her credentials 
to be "sterling." 

The investigation into the mutilation near Teresita is still under 
investigation, and Sheriff Rutledge asked that anyone seeing any 
suspicious lights or vehicles, please report them to his office. 
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By David Fo•ter. .. 
The o\ssociated Press 

WALLA WALLA, Wash. -: 
Even a Bigfoot believer like'Paul 
Freeman concedes the super
market tabloids g_et carried 
away: · . 

"HUGE BIGFOOT MON~ 
STER TERRORIZES THE 
ROCKIES! It stunk like a sewer, 
roared like a lion and clutched 
the leg of an animal in jts hand." 

"BIGFOOT ATTACKED 
US! Blood-Crazed Creature 
Savages Camera Crew and 
Pounds 2-Ton Truck Into Junk
yard Scrap." 

Freeman smiles at the out
landish stories, which he collects 
in a cardboard box. ''There are 
some crazy people out there," 
he says. 

Freeman himself has b.een 
called the craziest of all. 

But he knows otherwise. He 
says he has seen Bigfoot. Four 
times. He swears it's true, and 
he is out to convince a doubting 
world that the legendary ape
monsters, perhaps a thousand 
strong, really do roam the dark 
woods of the Pacific Northwest. 

''J know they are there; and I 
know what I see," Freeman 
says. "Nothing has to be proven 
to me. But I'd like to prove it to 
the public, so they'll say .Free
man's not really a kook." 

Bigfoot - or Sasquatch, as 
the Indians called the beast- is 
one of the Northwest's enduring 
legends. More than 750 sight
ings of the creatures or their 
oversize footprints have been 
reported over the past century, 
mostly in the evergreen forests 
stretching from Northern Cali
fornia to British Columbia. 

Yet no Bigfoot has ever been 
killed or captured. 

No carcass or bones have ever 
been found. 

A few purported Bigfoot pho
tographs exist. including a pic
ture taken in October by Free
man's son. but they always seem 
to be out of focus, too dark, or 
too far away. What looks like 
Sasquatch could be a misshapen 
tree stump or someone in a 
monkey suit. 

Skeptics point to hoaxes, like 
the time a Washington man cre
ated a whole Bigfoot family by 
stomping around with three 
whopping pairs of feet he had 
carved of wood. 

But if you want to believe, 
talk to Paul Freeman. 

Drive with him eastward 
from Walla Walla, where the 
flatlands of southeastern Wash
ington rise into the Blue Moun
tains of the Umatilla National 
Forest. Listen to Freeman's tales 
of safaris into the forest's 
177,000-acre wilderness area. 
Behold a lonely land of wind
bared ridges and dark, forested 
canyons. 

Bigfoot country, Freeman 
savs: "You can go in there all 
sulnmcr and not see anybody.'' 

Not that nobody sees you. 
Freeman tells of suddenly 

skittish horses, of normally doc-

ASSOCIA1EQ Pfi€SS 

Paul Freeman poses in his Walta Walla, Wash., backyard with plaster casts of SiCJf!OJtrac~s he uys 
he saw in the Umatilla National Forest. 

"I've spent a lot of time in the 
woods, and I've never seen any
thing that would lead me to be
lieve that Bigfoot exjsts ," says 
Way~¢ tong, a fire management 
officeraod the Umatilla's de 

ile dogs growling fiercely at the 
darkness. "Your skin gets kind 
of crawly and the hair stands up 
on your neck," he says. "You 
know you're being watched, but 
you don't know from where." 

Freeman , 45, does not seem 
the type to spook easily. He is 
beefy, bearded and, at 6-foot-4 
and 265 pounds , approaches 
Sasquatch proportions himself. 
He's a meat-cutter by trade; an 
outdoorsman and hunter by 
nature. 

He says he too was a skeptic 
- until June I 0, l9S2, when be 
was working as a watershed pa
troller for the U.S. Forest Ser• 
vice and met up with a shaggy~ 
reddish-brown Bigfoot nearly 8 
feet tall. 

"He was 60 yards away ," 
Freeman recalls . "I watched 
him walk the length of two foot• 
ball fields. He'd take a few steps, 
look back at me. and take a few 
more steps. Then be went up 
over a hill and disappeared." 

When word got out, Freeman 
became an instant celebrity, but 
the fame was spiked with ridi~ 
cule. Reporters hounded him. 
His supervisors doubted him. 
Anonymous callers said he was 
crazy and threatened to take his 
three children away. 

freeman quit his Forest Ser.,. 
. vice job and moved away, drift~ 
ing through a series of jobs. A 
gnawing need .for vindication, 
he says, drew him back to Walla 
Walla in 1984. 

f.actQ Sasquatch s.pokesman. 
He has \:)ee:n oli tbe spoor of [h.en. ~gain, he adds, "you can 

Bigfoot ever since; He sa,y$h~ is gq(>~t inth~ \\'(JOds all your life 
in the woods Jhree days a week att~.t ~e~er ~a cougar, but that 
and figures:b,~Ms sunk $50,()00 d~n't·mea~ .~ey don't exist." 
into the search~}funding it by r:r~eman s~yi(he'djust like to 
driving truckspatt time and tap- g~ta;&Q()O R~Pl~raph, or may-
ping profits from the sales of a C ·• .. ~e ~~me ~\)nes. He has heard 
meat-cutting business and two · t net~iare caves deep in the 

ho-:~~t can he show for his p~a!'H~':s 'fitderness and says 
ft 1 J~~t . :9Ji,$ftt [be where Sas-

e: ort. \( t . ....... I >9.~ .. ~~e. ~!. s .. ·. hide. their dead. 
There is a trun~ filled ~it~ ; .... ~ .. • t··.~.·:.t ..•... ·:·co' '· · .... ·.'··l·.ct· filn·d • .,..m ·e bon·es,·· plaster. casts ()f Bigfoot trin:ks; r w ,.., 

and bairsa;mplesthat, according he says; ''it wpuld pay me back 
to Freeman~ experts cannot •·•···· lOQtimesoverwhatTvespent ." 
identifyasmanortwast. . .••.•.•. y ··•·•·•···· sdf<lfi F~~man says, his Big-

Near the kitchen door of his · Joot wpt:k h':ls paid him only 
rented home, a map is webbed I $2,()00;>mostty j~rom appearing 
with lines marking wher¢ be and ii jn an i.ce cream commercial fea
son Duane, 22, have tracked i tudpg people who do unbelicv
Sasquatches. In the freezer sits a · able things. 

DAILY NEWS, Hillsdale, MI - March 16, 1989 
Art Kapa and Doug McCoy, who have labeled them

selves Bigfoot investigators, were in the comtty 

My Prerogative 
Debbie Myers 

Tuesday 1o Investigate the prints. 
While out-of-towners have been snickering and 

making jokes about the prints, Kapa of Mayville and 
McCoy of Peru, Ind., are not laughing. 

They are not willing to simply dismiss the prints as 
the work of a prankster. 

What I find interesting is that the same day the inves
tigators stopped by the Daily News, we had an article in 
our paper about an organization that debunks such 
things as Bigfoot. 

Lincoln Miller, a Hillsdale man, has been named to 
the education sub-<:ommittee of the Committee for the 
Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranonnal, an 
international organization fonned in 1977. The commit
tee is said to be dedicated to debunking the unscienlific 
and protecting a gullible public from being bilked or 
harmed. My job not only gives me the chance to be out and 

about downtown Hillsdale and Hillsdale County, but it 
also enables me to meet a variety of interesting people 
and this week was no excertion. 

Late Tuesday morning, met two men who came to 
the Daily News office hoping to learn more about the 
large foot prints that were found early last month in 
Lost Nations. 

Their findings - well, so far they are nearly conTin
ced the prints were not made by someone trying to lle 
funny. So convinced that they are offering $100 to the 
person or persons who can prove they made the tracks. 

However, before the men make a final decision, they 
want to talk with folks who may have been the first ar 
among the first to see the tracks. Also, they are interl:S
ted in lalking with residents who think they have scc:a 
Bigfoot but have been afraid to report it to authoritics. 

Well, there you have it folks, a recap of the latest 
Bigfoot situation. The Bigfoot investigators plan to 
keep us apprised of the matter and as most of the 
readers know- w~'ll be sure to let you know if the 
men give out a $100 reward 01'1ind Bigfoot. 
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Researchers 
to explore 
near Springs 
for Bigfoot 
By DICK FOSTER 
Rocky Mountain News Southern Bureau 

GREEN MOUNTAIN FALLS - Some be
lieve he's a primitive subhuman, others 
think he's an alien with strange powers. 
Either way, Bigfoot has obsessed and eluded 
a handful of speculators, two of whom hope 
to find clues in Green Mountain Falls. 

It was in Green Mountain Falls. a moun-

tainside community west of Colorado 
Springs, that a brown-haired creature was 
seen by some residents March 28, 1987. 

In a second incident last August, a crea
ture shoved a hairy forearm through a cabin 
screen door, leaving hairs behind. Analysis 
at a national laboratory in San Francisco 
showed the hair to be primate, but could not 
define it further . 

The incidents have prompted two Bigfoot 
researchers to plan trips to the area this 
spring in hopes of gathering more evidence. 

Bob Brienzo, an English teacher from 
Omaha, Neb., and Erik Beckjord, operator of 
th~ Crypto-Zool(lgy museum in Malibu, 
Calif., have different theories and are not 
associated. 

But both men are attracted by the solitary 
creatures who have been sighted throughout 
the world, yet whose bodies or skeletal re
mains never have been found. 

''This is speculation, but these may be 
extra-terrestrials, operating on some kind of 
a different physical system than we are," 

said Beckjord. 
"I've dug up about 500 reports of shoot

ings of Bigfoot, and not one of them has ever 
resulted in a dead body." 

Brienzo, who has tracked the creatures 
since 1967, is convinced that Bigfoot exists. 
However, he labels Beckjord's theory the 
product of a "small fringe element." 

''It's hard enough to prove that an un
known primate is alive in North America. 
Whatever people might be willing to listen 
to you and give your viewpoints some valid
ity, you're going to lose them when you say 
that it's coming from a UFO or something," 
said Brienzo. 

He admits, however, that things about 
Bigfoot are unearthly. 

"The thing that sounds unbelievable Is the 
weight. We can speculate, from the body 
mass of bears and gorillas and reports of 
sightings, that the weight of a bipedal animal 
of the build people have seen would be 300 to 
600 pounds and in some cases over 800 

pounds," Brienzo said. 
"I've been out after a winter night, where 

the outside temperature dropped to 40 be
low, chasing tracks that go for miles. And 
these tracks are in frozen ground an inch 
deep. The weight it would take on that foot 
to sink like that in frozen ground is enor
mous, too heavy to be normal," be said. 

The tracks also take Bigfoot out of the 
realm of hoaxes, he said. 

"No hoaxster is going to be out there on 
stilts at 40 below carrying two tons of lead 
on his back making tracks;" said Brienzo. 

Brienzo is not disturbed that no bodies 
trave been found. The creature is undoubted
ly rare, lives in remote locations, and may, 
like many primitive species, have burial cus
toms, be said. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS. Denver, CO 

April 10. 1989 

POST-TELEGRAM, Bridgeport, CT - April 23, 1989 CR: R. Collins 

Physicist offers guided tour 
through other worlds 

("Parallel Universes: The 
Search For Other Worlds," by 
Fred Alan Wolf; Simon and 
Schuster) 

If Shirley Macl-aine can forge a 
successful second career writing 
best sellers based upon voices from 
the distant past talking to the pre
sent, Fred Alan Wolf ought to have 
a blockbuster on his hands. 

Wolf, whose main career is 
physicist, not movie star, presents 
ideas about multiple worlds and 
time travel that make the chan
nelers, flying saucer freaks and as
trologers seem unimaginative by 
comparison. It is fascinating and 
unsettling that Wolfs contention 
that we live side by side with other 
worlds and other versions of our
selves and loved ones is based upon 
science, not mysticism. 

Quantum mechanics, theories 
concerning the behavior of eub
atomic particles, has always been 
disturbing to anyone who studies it. 
Even Albert Einstein, whose 
theories of relativity combined 
space and time, was never comfort
able with the alien quantum ideas. 

A key quantum tenet, the uncer
tainty principle, states that it is im
possible to measure fully such quan
tum entities as electrons or photons 
of light. We can determine their po
sition, but not their energy, or we 
can measure energy but not posi
tion. 

So sometimes light is a wave, 
sometimes a particle; it all depends 
on how you look at it. If an experi
menter sets up his apparatus to 
measure ·light as a particle, that's 
what he'll get. If he sets out to 
measure waves, he'll get waves. 

That is spooky, but it works in 
the real world. Just as Einstein's fa
mous formula, energy equals mass 
times the speed of light squared, ul
timately translates into atomic en
ergy, so do quantum formulas pro
vide the basis for modem 
electronics equipment. If electrons 
didn't behave like ghosts, disap
pearing one place and turning up, 
sometimes, on the other side of a 
barrier, such high-tech wonders as 
the scanning tunnel microscope 
wouldn't be possible. 

Wolf, who earlier wrote the 
American Book Award-winning 
"Taking the Quantum Leap," de
lights in guiding the average reader 
on tours of the strange quantum 
world; His narrative paints an un
derstandable, if often unbelievable, 
picture of what is happening on a 
quantum scale. 

In a classic quantum experi
ment, first performed only three 
years ago, a single photon of light 
was trapped and sent through a 
maze of mirrors to a final detection 
point. As the photon traveled the 
maze, the experimenters had a 
choice of two different kinds of de
tection apparatus; in each experi
ment, the decision as to which ap
paratus would operate was made in 
a split second after the photon 
began i~ trip. 

What ~is experiment showed, 

Wolf explains, is that the single 
photon could travel two different 
paths simultaneously. Even strang
er, in any given experiment the pho
ton's behavior matched the appa
ratus setup, no matter which 
apparatus was used - as if the unit 
of light knew what kind of apparat
us it would encounter before the sci
entists had made their choice. 

That suggests to Wolf that we 
live in a universe where both the fu
ture and the past are in constant 
communication with the present, a 
universe where time travel is a pos
sibility. 

Wolfs mission in "Parallel Uni
verses" is to explain this century's 
two leading achievements of theo
retical physics - quantum physics 
and Einstein's relativity - and to 
describe a theory that would com
bine them. The mathematics of 
both theories point to the notion 
that we exist side by side with an 
infinity of other worlds - worlds 
that may share most characteristics 
with the world we see but that also 
vary in important details. 

Wolfs strength is that he uses 
analogies and elegant language to 
describe sophisticated science. Any 
literate person can follow these 
ideas. A drawback is that there is 
much one must take on faith, for 
the logic behind these theories is 
based on complicated mathematics 
that the book does not provide. 

However, Wolf does hint at 
some of the wild math behind his 
words. When we took high school 
algebra, the idea of a negative prod
uct of a squared number was dis
missed by the teacher as "an imagi
nary number." If you take minus 2 
times itself, you get a plus 4, just as 
you get a plus 4 by squaring a plus 
2. 

In normal math, there is no way 
to get a minus 4 by squaring any 
kind of 2, so the idea is imaginary. 
But in relativity theory, as ex
plained by Wolf, time is an imagi
nary geographic dimension, repre
sented by imaginary numbers. 

That is weird stuff, and physi
cists often ignore some of the more 
outlandish aspects of it when talk
ing about life in the regular world. 
But Wolf argues that quantum 
physics and relativity aren't just 
something to pull out of the closet 
when we 1.a1k about outer space. 
black holes and how electrons exist 
within atoms. Applying these 
strange quantum and relativity 
ideas to everyday life, he comes up 
with time travel, parallel worlds and 
other proposals that might bewilder 
your average New Age swami. 

One cannot quite say that Wolf 
has shown that fact is stranger than 
fiction, because his book presents 
theories that are not necessarily 
facts. But he certainly demonstrates 
that physicists can spin ideal! more 
fantastic than those of the meta- 20 
physics crowd. 

-JON VAN 
(CIDCAGO TRffiUNE) 


