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• Tales of another world are not alien 
to the national UFO convention. 

By CHRIS LAVIN 

TiiMeStllt!Wrttlr.= ----- --- - -----

PENSACOLA - Sitting in the lobby of the 
Hilton Hotel, Gilbert Landis turned to the person 
next to him and, without a giggle, said this: 

''I'm here because 10,500 years ago my wife 
and I made a mistake." 

A few seats over, Clark McClelland from Orlan
do was talking about secret autopsies performed 
on alien creatures and Nazi scientists who escaped 
to secret Antarctic bases where they have been 
building flying saucers. 

Just down the hall, a preacher lectured about 
UFOs and the Bible. The parting of the Red Sea, he 
said, may have been caused by the propulsion 
system of an alien spacecraft. 

oddity never to be heard of again. But this was 
Pensacola, and it seems most of the population of 
nearby Gulf Breeze has reported a UFO sighting in 
recent years. 

So the convention took on special meaning -
to those who believe in the extra terrestrial and 
those who spend their time challenging UFO be
lievers. 

Specifically, most of the Believers and Debunk
ers came loaded for a showdown over photographs 
taken by Gulf Breeze builder Ed Walters. The 
photos purported to show a UFO that Walters says · 
hovered over his home, paralyzed him with a blue 
beam and left him and his wife, Frances, scared and 
bewildered. 

Since the publication of his book - titled The 
Gulf Breeze Sightings: The Most Astounding Mul
tiple Sightings of UFOs in U.S. History- Walters 
has been accused by Debunkers of using a model 
and trick photography to perpetrate a fraud. 

So it went during the weekend at the national 
convention of the Mutual UFO Network .(MUFON) 
- an annual gathering of scientists and others who 
believe the aliens have landed. 

If this was any other year in any other city, the 
convention would probably drift off like a UFO, an 

The battling has been, well, out of this world. 
"It's the wildest, most preposterous story I've 

ever heard," says Philip J. Klass, a longtime UFO 
debunker. "Just think of it. Multiple visits to the 
same house, little creatures, voices in his head 
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Ed Wahers looks out over GuH Breeze Bay, where he reported seeing 
UFOs. Color photos of what he says are UFOs lie nearby. Others have 
disputed that the photos are authentic. 

talking about bananas." 
Yes, Walters says, it does seem odd. But 

he insists the evidence and sightings by hun
dreds of others, including a Gulf Breeze town 
council member, c0rroborate his story. 

Walters' story began Nov. 11 , 1987, when 
he said he saw the UFO and snapped photo
gr-aphs. This encounter was close and contin
ual - recurring through numerous sightings 
during the next three years. 

Walters says the UFO called him "Ze
hass," and he recounted conversations appar
ently coming from the UFO. In one encoun· 
ter, Walters told of hearing alien voices 
speaking in Spanish complaining about being 
~ too many bananas. "I know this sounds 
bizarre," Walters wrote, "and I was tempted 
llCit to tell it, but bananas are what they were 
talking about." 

Walters says was hungry for an explana
tion of what he had seen. He notified MUFON 
inyestigators and passed his photos on to the 
Gulf Breeze Sentinel, a small weekly paper 
that reports UFO sightings. 

But as word of Walters' photos spread, 
ITI£)re and more residents of this Gulf Coast 
1ftm reported seeing the UFO. 

Walters soon learned a quick lesson about 
UFO sightings: The person who says he or 
she saw the UFO will be closely examined. 

Walters was plunged into the little-known but 
continuous war between the Believers and the 
Debunkers - both of whom questioned 
Walters for their own purposes. 

When the analysis was done, the outcome 
was no surprise. MUFON investigators back
ed Walters and his photos, skeptics such as 
Klass were not convinced. "You know, 
Walters is a convicted felon, " Klass says. 
"Yes, car theft and forgery. He's slick, real 
slick." 

But Walters says his problems with the 
law dated back to his teen years. As an adult, 
he says, he has been a successful builder and a 
pillar of the community. 

With Gulf Breeze being the hottest UFO 
spot in the world, MUFON decided to bring 
its annual conference to Pensacola. When the 
600 or so MUFON members arrived Friday, 
they found a city split over the reality of 
UFOs, but unified on the economic impact of 
this convention. 

A Gulf Breeze jewelry company had creat
ed "Gulf Breeze Sighting" watches and me
dallions. There were T -shirts featuring 
Walters' blue beam, and visitors could pay to 
be photographed with a life-sized statue of the 
Gulf Breeze alien. 

But even as the conference began,it was 
clear west Florida wasn't going to claim a 
special place in UFO history without a big 
fight. 

In recent weeks 22-year-old Tommy 

Smith of Pensacola has told reporters he 
helped Walters create double-exposure UFO 
photographs. And the Pensacola News jour
nal reported that a UFO model similar to 
Walters' photos was found hidden in a house 
formerly owned by Walters. 

But in an impassioned speech, Walters 
said evidence proves Smith's claims are false. 
The model, Walters says, was found to be 
constructed by materials discarded from his 
construction business in 1989, two years 
after he made his initial photographs. 

Debunkers, Walters alleges, constructed 
and planted the model to discredit him. 

The new allegations have st irred MUFON 
to reopen its analysis of the Gulf Breeze 
sightings, but if the atmosphere at this con
vention is any indicator , don't expect investi
gators to undermine Walters' claim. 

This convention drew a wide variety of 
UFO types. But virtually all shared a strong 
belief in UFOs and an equally strong belief 
that the U.S. government is hiding vast store
houses of information on UFOs and alien life. 

There were scientists such as Brian T. 
O'Leary, a former NASA astronomer and 
Princeton University instructor, who says his 
own psychic experiences have convinced him 
that the United States needs a new science 
that can explain psychic phenomena and, per
haps, UFOs. 

"I began communicating telepathically, I 
experienced moving out of my body and float-

ing over cities, I healed myself w1th n 1. 
mind," O'Leary said. 

And then there were other Behevers wr•' 
lacked O'Leary's academic credent ials, but 
had stories to tell. 

Landis, for example, the 10,500-year ·>lrl 
San Diego resident, said NASA and tht 1 .. ' , 

government is secretly aware of a 60· 1 ·11 

ber "Universal Association of Planets·· v. hu~e 
spaceships are Earth's UFOs. 

" You know what the astronauts saw on 
the back side of the moon?" Land1s s;11rl 
"There was a refueling station and a ;,trw 
ture that looked very much like a hotel. A1• ·1 
the canals on Mars? Dry docks for space 
ships." 

Landis' treatise on the history of t ht· 
universe was interrupted by McClelland, who 
wants everyone to know that Earth is simply a 
giant genetic experiment being orchestra ted 
by alien life . 

·But all at this convention seemed unillerl 
by a belief there is something out there and 
we all need to learn more about it. 

Many are like George Kruse , a free-lam·p 
photographer from California who was drawn 
to MUF0N when he discovered dun ng :1 

hypnosis session that he had been abrlu,·tpd h~ 
aliens. 

"I was taken and I couldn't move," Kruse 
says. "They looked down my thrmlt .n1d 
inserted a needle (into me). I remember I 
didn't like it." 

NEWS, Buffalo, NY - March 25, 1990 

Amateur camcorder users record 'real' UFOs on tape 
97 8UZ~ McCLAIN 
Sp«JQ/ ~ The News 

D AVE AARON has a tantaliz
ing proposition : · .. real., 
UFOs on videotape. 

Aaron, a Yucaipa, Calif., tape 
editor and video writer who goes 
by the name Video Dave, put out 
the call in May 1988 for camcor
der owners who have filmed un
identified flying objects to send 
their tapes to him. 

His UFO Audio-Video Clear
inghouse now has hundreds of en
tries in its cataloa; submissions 
have come from around the 
world. 

I called Aaron and asked him 
to put together a sample reel of 
the best shots he had to offer. 

I watched the tape with l..arry 
Bryant, 5 I, a federal _ em~oyee at . 

the Pentagon who in his spare 
time sues the government to re
lease classified UFO material, and 
Rob Swaitek, 36, a physicist with 
the U.S. Patent Office who also 
serves on the executive committee 
of the Washington-based, non
profit Fund for UFO Research. 

Bryant and Swaitek are long
time UFO investiptors who were 
anxious to see what Aaron's clear
inghouse had to offer. 

The dozen taped clips Aaron 
sent were rouah-hewn, clearly shot 
by amateurs. and the tape was 
made of what were obviously cop
ies of copies of copies. 

The shots last from a few ~ 
onds to a few minutes, and editor 
Aaron had replayed them aeh 
three times, sometimes in slow 

tion, sometimes with IMIIIii
!P'ion on cenain areal or tlte 

screen. 
It took a minute to get used to 

the quality - these are not filmed 
in the best of conditions - but 
Bryant and Swaitek seemed enrap
tured from the start. 

Avid readers of UFO reports, 
they were thrilled to see taped 
footage to accompany the familiar 
documentation, and they preceded 
some of the clips with enlightening 
background comments. 

They knew the names of the 
sightinas - the ones at Great 
Falls, Mont.; Tremonton, Utah; 
the Colorado desert; Guatemala 
City, and from a plane over New 
Zealand - and filled me in with 
details. 

.. T.bete are the best films. we've 
.-n," Bryant said at one poinL 

The best was yet to come. Oa a 
-teparate tape Aaron tent his new-

est clip, a 15-second sighting shot 
in Japan by a couple testing a new 
video camera. 

An oblong object, red on the . 
bottom with a white light at the 
top, is seen rising over a ridge not 
far from the camera. The object 
rises above the trees and gradually 
glides out of the frame. 

Conclusive? No: Unless you are 
the one the event is happening to, 
you will a lways harbor reserva
tions about what you' re seeing on 
tape. 

The clips are ch illing and 
thought-provoking - especially if 
they are real - but because there 
is no narration (Aaron records 
classical music for the back
pound). it helps to know the cir
cumstances of the footage. UFO 
buffs will enjoy the tapes most; 
lkeptics .will continue being skep-

tica l. 
Aaron's catalog includes foot

age detailing such phenomena as 
cattle muti lat ions, underground 
UFO bases. UFO burn cases. vats 
filled with human body parts and 
the like. Audio cassettes include 
interviews, origi nal radio shows 
and call-in programs. 

Aaron custom-edits each video
tape in VHS or Beta format based 
on your selections from the cata
log; each two-hour tape goes for 
$30. Audio tapes are $9.95. 

To get a catalog, send $5 to 
UFO Audio-Video Clearinghouse. 
P.O. Box 342-J N, Yucaipa, Calif. 

•92399-0342. If you have footage 
you would like to donate, call 
Dave's 24-hour number, at (714) 
795-336 1. 
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'I've seen the saucers' 
40 years ago, Mac 

resident is one of first 
to photograph UFO 

Br ELAINII DAHL IIOHSII 
For the News-Register 

Forty y~ ago McMinnville woke up with the world looking over 
its shoulder and a flying saucer in its backyard. 

The story broke in the Telephone Register (predecessor of the 
News-Register) on June 8, 1950. On the weekly's front page were 
pictures taken by Paul Trent of Route 3, McMinnville- believed to be 
the "first authentic photos of so-called flying saucers." 

Four decades later, those Trent pictures remain some of the mosi 
famous in UFO lore. 

Trent, a farmer, said he snapped the pictures in his backyard on May 
11 , 1950. The TR reponed, "Trent's pictures were uneanhed when a 
Telephone Register reporter followed up on a tip given by the late 
Ralph and Frank Wonman, McMinnville bankers. They had seen the 
pictures and were willing to back Trent's reputation and veracity." 

Photos from backyard 
Trent and his wife, Evelyn, were in their backyard about 7:45p.m. 

when they reportedly saw the object. Mrs. Trent said, "The object was 
coming in toward us and seemed to be tipped up a little bit. It was very 
bnght - almost silvery - and there was no noise or smoke." 

Neither Trent nor his wife would hazard a guess as to its size, speed 
or distance. 

The TR was cautious. An editor's note read: 'The TR does not 
profess itself expen in the field of flying saucers. However . .. every 
effort has been made to check Trent's photos for authenticity. Expen 
photographers declared there has been no tampering with the nega-
' ivcs. Trent's original photos were developed through a local flllTl .. . 
There appears to be no possibility of no hoax or hallucination . . . 
Therefore, the TR believes them authentic." 

Pandemonium followed when the photos were revealed to the 
world. 

In the June 15, 1950, issue of the TR, a front page picture showed 
recC'ptionist Alberta Morrow with the office counter top heaped with 
the flood of mail that poured in from every state with requests for 
copies. 

The follow-up story read in part, "McMinnville, Yamhill County, 
OrC'gon, this week became identified ... over the nation~ Saucervil
lc, USA. Hunc1reds of persons, imagination fired by a story and 
pictures in [ac;r week's TR ... flooded the McMinnville Post Office 
wi th letters." 

An cd!tcrial, "flyin& Saurm Madtleu~~et" in6e1'R, noted, "Atten
tion of the entire nation focused on this community during the past 
week as photographs of the almost legendary flying saucers printed in 
la<> t week's TR---.. ~interest" 

The edit continutd:. "'lheitying SIUCer .,.._,. have brought Mc
Minnville, Mr. Trent 811dtM 11t far greater national publicity than any 
event in the history of 1fte ccmmunity." 

At the suggestion of Earl Holmes, McMinnville chamber secretary, 
a June 8 TR was sent to Frank Edwards, nationally known commenta
tor and lay authority on flying saucers. He dealt at length with the 
pictures on two of his programs. 

Turmoil in the TR office was created by his promise to the nation 
that a letter and a dime would bring a copy of that important happen
ing. Telephone calls and wires poured in to the newspaper from across 
the nation. 

Hundreds of requests 

At the peak, 1,100 letters were received in one day. Some of those. 
writing wanted as many as 10 copies. Most included checks, money 

arden or coins attached to their 
requests with adhesives ranging from 
Scotch tape 10 Band-aids. 

Many included notes from people 
saying that they too bad seen similar 
objects but bad been reluctant to 
report them because of fear of 
ridicule. 

In addition to radio publicity, the 
Trent photos interested national 
circulation magazines and press 
senices. Newsmen and photogra
phers from across the nation 
descended on the city. On hand were 
Time-Life staffers. (The Trent photos 
appeared in the June 26, 1950, issue 
of Life.) "Lev" Ricards, Oregonian 
aviation editor, also spent consider
able time in McMinnville. 

Much activity was devoted to 
throwing garbage can lids and hub 
caps in the air, to see if the Trent 
photos could be duplicated. Many 
visiting photographers "borrowed" 
the TR darlcroom. 

The Trents were beseiged with 
reporters and cameramen after the 
story broke on a national scale. 

McMinnville's 6,478 residents 
had never experience<t such hubbub. 

In the June 22, 1950, issue of the 
TR, although flying saucers were 
relegated 10 section two, it was noted 
that a special press run at the news
paper had produced slick-paper, 
book-stock copies of the flying sauc
er front page and that 6,200 of the 
reprints had been mailed in response 
to requests. 

After three press runs, the print 
shop was holding the page form in 
case more were needed. 

Two weeks after the story broke 
about 50 requests daily were being 
received in the newspaper office. 
· The July 15, 1950, issue of the TR 
carried a photo of Paul and Evelyn 
Trent boarding an airplane for New 
York, where they appeared on the We 
The People radio program and televi
sion show. 

Controversy continues 
Although no more coverage of the 

saucer story appeared in the TR that 
year, 40 years later the saucer 
controversy continues. 

Paris Flammonded in his book 
UFO Exist (1976), wrote: "May 11, 
1950, McMinnville, Oregon. Paul 
Trent, a citizen of a small town, with 
a reputation for integrity, took two 
photographs of round UFO, featuring 
a cabin, resulting in a pair of the most 
detailed such pictures in the ch.onol
ogy of the subject. Printed in a 
national magazine, with the editorial 
comment that 'the negatives show no 
signs of having been tampered with,' 
they remain visual evidence of 
phenomena yet to be explained." 

Photo facts ignored 
What better way to ridicule the local 

UFO reports than with a false 
ghost./ demon story. Very sensational! The 
debunker!! claim that a simple flash 
bounce off a glass door is a (ghost/demon) 
double exposure and the Journal reporter 
took the bait. More than a dozen 
re-enactments proved that in every shot a 
strange reflection will appear when 
shooting a flash into a glass door. Col. 
ltohcrf. Hcid, retired, SAid, "I pcn'lonally 
used the same camera in the same room to 
re-enact the (~host/demon) photo. In 
pvcry shot. a stran~e reflcction off the 
glass cloor was produced. The photo in 
question was not a double exposure." 

4. They ignored the 10 photographic 
ex,>erts ann three computer analyst!! who 
Ray they find no evidence to prove photo 
trickery. Instead the Journal quotes a 
Ringle debunker who claimed to be the 
department head of astronomy and 
physic!! at the UnivcrsityofYalencia. The 
univer!lity Rent a letter saying "they have 
no record ofthi111 man." 

A few other points the reporter ignored: 
1. The debunker who started t.he ghost 

!I tory claims to have a PhD in physics. 
When checked ... untrue. 

2. The debunker sent hoax UFO photos 
to the media and suggested they were 
mine. His N.Y. photographer, Manuel 
Fernandez, confessed aa reported in t.he 
N.Y. City Tribune. 

3. The Journal's front-page story 
mentM»ned only the U.l<'O photos taken 
with the 108 Polaroid, which can double 
expose. They ignored the 
impossible-to-double-expose Sun GOO, 
the !lea led 35mm Nimslo stereo camera, 
or the SRS stereo camera (how do you 
double expose a video tape?). 

The front.- page story 11hould have been 
about two debunkers who are desperate t.o 
lipread false storie!l so they can ridicule 
t.hl' UFO witnesses. 

We arc certainly deal in~: with a very 
strange phenomenon -one t.hat mRny 
will have to see to believe, but fake stories 
ancl debunker ridicule are not the answer 
t.o what hundreds of witnesses have seen 
in our skies. 

Does the Pen!lacola News Journal have 
the courage t.o expose these debunkers on 
the front page? 

Ed Walters 
GulfBreezo 
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Last -Authentic Photographs Of 

June 8, 1950, Telephone Register carried actual photos of some
thing In the sky - was It a flying saucer? 

Frank Edwards in his Flying Sauc- UFOs, has subjected the pictues to a 
ers - Serious Business (1966) computer analysis that yielded even 
included Trent photos. more evidence . . . evidence that 

A 1979 book, Who Goes There?, seems to indicate that they are not a 
by Edward Edelson, contended that hoax." 
the Trent photos were hoaxes. He The book explains that with 
wrote that William K. Hartmann, computers, color contouring can tell 
chief photoanalyst for the Condon much about an object's actual shape , 
study, examined the (Trent) photos density and material. A cloud can 
and reported: "This is one of the few thus be distinguished from a solid 
UFO reports in which all factors craft, a flat cutout from a three
investigated, geometric, psychologi- dimensional shape. A technician can 
cal and physical, appear to be consis- identify two points on the screen and 
tent with the assertion that an extraor- ask the computer to calculate exact 
dinary flying object, silvery, metall- distance between. The computer can 
ic, disc-shaped, tens of meters in stretch color values to bring out 
diameter, and evidently artificial details. 
flew within sight of two witnesses." The investigators applied to the 

The author added tha nearly 20 Trent photos many such tests, which 
years later, Philip J. Klass, senior often reveal supporting wires and 
avionics editor for Aviation Week other hidden devices in falced UFO 
and Space Technology magazine, pictures. (lbe computer can detect a 
obtained copies of the two photos string with a diameter of .009 inch at 
which were then examined by a distance of up to 10 feet.) 
Klass' s colleague, Robert Schaeffer. "The Trent photos passed Spauld
The author said Schaeffer estab- ing's test with high marks" and reve
lished: "(a) that the shadows in the aled no strings or overhead wires, as 
pictures indicated that they had been some sJteptics had sugges ted . 
talcen in the early morning, rather Computer color contouring indicated 
than in the late afternoon as the the saucer was a three-dimensional 
Trents had said, and that (b) one shape with a "flat, evenly lit under
picture which the Trents said had J side." Tests seemed also to confinn 
been taken a few seconds before the , that it was at least one kilometer away 
other actually had been taken several ' and about 20 to 30 meters in diame
minutes earlier. Klass took the Iter. "Although some questions still 
analysis to Hartmann, who said that stand about the time of day (the 
the new infonnation 'removes the shadows seem to indicate morning 
McMinnville case from considera- rather than evening sun) and the 
tion as evidence for the exisience of general veracity . of the witnesses 
... UFOs.' " (who had claimed UFO sightings 

In The UFO Enigma, by Donald H. before) , Spaulding and his associates 
Menzel and Ernest H. Taves (1977) believe that the Trents' snapshots 
the authors repon: " .. . (the Trent may in fact be that rarity - genuine 
sighting) has remained one of the UFO photographs." 
favorites of the believers." But the Meanwhile, Americans continue 
book continues, "In fact, this is but to be intrigued by flying saucers, and 
one more 'classic' that took in many requests and inquiries still come to 
people, but was later demonstrated to t!1e News-Register 40 years later. 
have been a fabrication. Independent And what about the Trents? 
investigations by Philip Klass and Trent and his wife still live in Me-
Robert Schaeffer (A NASA compu- Minnville, but declined a 1990 inter
ter systems programmer) have view. "There was too much in 1950," 
demonstrated: 1. That there were Trent said. 
serious discrepancies in the different For those nationally circulated 
accounts of the sighting given by the Trent pictures, which still are being 
principal witness and reprinted, the couple said they 

"2. That the two photographs, said received "only a small fee ," and that 
by both witnesses to have been talcen New York trip. 
in the late afternoon, themselves If Trent were back on his farm 
revealed that they had been taken in southwest of McMinnville and saw a 
the early morning." flying saucer this evening, would he 

Photos labeled 'hoax' 
The book continues: "the photo

grabs were a hoax. In addition, as had 
been len own at the time of the Condon 
investigation, the principal witness 
and her husband were repeaters." 

More recently, a 1988 Time-Life 
book, Mysteries of the Unknown, 
The UFO Phenomenon, dealt with 
the Paul Trent photos. It reported: 
'Those two photographs became 
famous in the anals of ufology. For 
ctecades afterward they were scuritin
ized by a variety of investigators 
ranging from U.S. Air Force officials 
to Life magazine photographers. This 
1988 pUblication Pointed out: "More 
recently William H. Spaulding of 
Ground Salcer Watch Inc., a group 
deYOied 10 the scientific study of 

run grab a Kodalc and share his 
pictures with the world? 

' 'I'd have to think quite a while 
about that," said Trent, who brought 
flying saucer fame to McMinnvllla. 
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Unreported 

UFOs have been described as being 
all shapes and sizes with "flying 
saucers" being the most common 
description. Nearly all reports detail 
accounts of the vehicles performing 
maneuvers beyond our technology. 
Here are a few depletions of 
vehicles described by ob..,.,.,. 
of Unidentified flying Objects: 

DAILY PROGRESS, Charlottesville, VA- Feb. 11, 1990 

t::::: ,.· , .,.:,~{>;;~t·,·+~'-":·"'· • . Piaying Tricks On Your Eyes? 
Some scientists say reports of UFOs are nothing more that the atmosphere 
creating Illusions that appear to be flying saucers. They say air, distance an 
diffused light can make ordinary objects appear extraterrestrial: 
Balloons appear to hover, Venus and other planets can produce bright llg 
on the horizon, reflecting satellites and aircraft can produce unusual lighting 
effects and even clouds can play tricks on your eyes. However, belief In 
UFOs Is widespread - the government receives more than 900 reports each 
year according to the Center for UFO Studies. 

This chart shows times 
of day when UFO en
counters OCQ.Jrnd in 1 ,952 
cases cited in the book, 
"Close Encounters." Scien
tists say there are more 
slghtlngs at night because 
people pay more attention 
to 'the sky In the evening. 
Descriptions of the levels 
c•f •ctose encounters· are 
described below. 

·Of the ARST kind • UFO appears 
within 500 feet of observer. 
•Of the SECOND kind • UFO has 
Impact on environment or 
observer (heat or wind). 
•Of the THIRD kind • UFO appears 
accompanied by non-humans. 

Crittenden 
(Jan. 17, 1969) 
NASA e"'f)loyee 
awakened by hum
ming sound made 
by 1 00-foot craft 
hovering outside. 
Seven others heard 
sound but didn't see 
the UFO. 

Progress GraphiC by Dav1d Moneypenny 

Investigation Of Alleged UFO Crash Full Of Intrigue, Questions 
By David A. Maurer 
of The Progress Staff 

At the height of "flying saucer" mania dur
ing the early summer of 194 7, an event took 
place near the town of Corona, N.M., that's 
still being investigated by UFO groups. 

It's alleged that during a thunderstorm on 
the evening of July 2,1947, a UFO crashed 
on William Brazel's sheep ranch near Cor· 

ona. D8n Wilmotand his Wife, living in Roe
well, N.M., claimed they saw a large glowing 
disc headed northwest. 

Brazel later told investigators that he 
heard an explomon that sounded different 
than the numeroua elape of thunder. When 
he went out the following morning to check · 
for storm damage, he di1100vered strange 
pee. of wreckage atrewn over a wide area. 
· "Thiala the belt eue of a potlibl6 UFO 

crash that I know of," said Mark Blaahak, They found that the material at the site was 
Mutual UFO Network, Inc. Virginia state di- different from anything that might have 
rector. "Currently there have been about 90 come from an airplane, balloon or missile. 
people who have been interviewed in connec- Initially, the U.S. Anny admitted it had 
tion with this incident." recovered the remains of a crashed flying 

Brazel showed th~ Wreckage to a fiiend, saucer, but within hours recanted this story 
-.... pan his -advice, notified officiAls at and said it was merely pieces of a weather 
Ron.n Army Air Field. Major Jeue M~l 1 balloon, Blashak said. It might have ended 
and Counterintelligence Corpeman Sheridan there but in 1981, Marcel , then a lieutenant 
CuitUrove out and investigated the sit.. (continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3 - DAILY 

PROGRESS, Charlottesville, VA 

- Feb. 11, 1990) 
colonel, testified that the official story had 
been falsified. 

Other UFO crash cases are cited by UFO 
enthusiasts: 

term for UFOs -"flying 
saucers." 

During the following weeks, 
scores of other sightings were 
reported, not only by ordinary 
people, but military and civilian 
airline pilotS as well. These 

called TREAT II- Treatment and think and communicate telepat!li
Research on Experienced Anom- cally with them," she sai d. "They 
alous Trauma. Attendance was by worked with hazy instruments that 
invitation only and was said to in- put ofT a white beam of light and 
elude physicians, psychologists, a lso a blui sh violet color. At one 
psychiatrists and UFO experts, point, they took a lo!lg needle-li ke 
amongothers. instrument and inserted it in my 

Oliver "Pappy" Henderaon, dropped aver
bal bombshell two yean before his death at a 
reunion of his World War II bomber crew. 
Henderson told them and his wife that he 
had flown the bulk of the wreckage and the 
bodies of four alien beings out of the Roswell 
Army Air Field in a C-54 cargo plane in July 
of1947. 

Doctor Says 
Aliens Took 
HerOn UFO 
By David A. Maure r 
of The Progress Start 

events received heavy coverage in 
the media and perhaps fueled the 
imaginations of many who reported 
sightings duri::tg the ensuing 
weeks. 

What Dr. Rauni-Leena Luu- Nonetheless, in January of 1948 
kanen saw outside her living the U.S. Air Force began a study 0~ 
room window, nearly four years UFOs that would last for 22 years. 
ago, scared her more than death The first name for the investigation 
threats and angry soldiers wav- was "Project Sign." The name was 

"In November, 1986, I was at- lower abdomen . As a doctor, I know 
tending the annual parapsychology where they put it would give them 
conference in Basel, Switzerland," access to my ovaries." 
Luukanen said. "During one of the Luukanen said after she re
meetings, a large group of us were membered her ordeal , she found a 
hypnotized, and as soon as I went small scar she bel ieves was caused 
into a hypnotic state, I saw the sky b~ t?e needle. She said the aliens 
and a UFO coming toward me. didn t appear to express any emo-

"I was totally flabbergasted be- tions and that they WP.nt about 
cause I was suddenly reliving being thei: task with a detachment that 
inside this UFO," Luukanen said. remmded her of dissecting rats in 
"I was totally surprised hy this, medical school. 

The controversy passed but in December of 
1984, UFO investigator Jamie Shand era 
received a letter which brought the Roswell 
incident back to life . Inside the blue envelope 
were two rolls of undeveloped 35mm film. 

ing machine guns at her. changed to "Project Grudge," and 
The sight she now refers to finally to "Project Blue Book." 

"as the shock of my life," oc- By the time the investigative 
curred during August 1986. She project officially ended in Decem
and a friend were enjoying a ber of 1969, it had 12,783 cases of 

and didn't know what it meant. I "My conviction is that they don't 
didn't tell anyone about it because want to harm us or upset us 
it just seemed too bizarre. psychologically," Luukanen said. "I "When the film was developed, lo and be

hold, it was a preliminary briefing report for 
president-elect Eisenhower," Blashak said. 
"It said the report had been compiled by 12 
people who were part of a top secret group 
called Operation Majestic-12." 

quiet evening UFO.incidents on file. Ofthese, Air 
together at Force officials said 701 couldn't be 
her home on explained. 

The six-page report described the recovery 

the outskirts Even more disturbing than see
ofRovaniemi, l ing a UFO is being taken aboard 
Lapland. I one. In an apparently recent phen

"ln an open omenon, people repQrt that they 

. "That afternoon we were hypno- th~nk th~t's ":'hy the memory of the 
tized again, and it began to happen ep1sode IS taKen away. But when 
all over," Luukanen said. "After the most people remember, it's very 
second time, I told the whole group traumatic. One of the main pur
and they were as surprised as 1 poses of the conference is to learn 
was." how to treat and deal v.1th these 

and analysis of the Roswell crash and the 
subsequent cover-up. At one point 
in the document, it stated, "On 07, 
July, 1947, a secret operation was 
begun to assure recovery of the 
wreckage of this object for scientific 
study. During the course of this 
operation, aerial reconnaissance 
discovered that four small human
like beings had apparently ejected 
from the craft at some point before 
it exploded." 

Like many things connected with 
UFOs, the briefing has not been 
proven one way or another. 

However, it does make interest
ing reading. 

The report said the beings were 
found about two miles east of the 
wreckage site and contains other 
details. 

"All four were dead and badly de
composed due to action by preda
tors and exposure to the elements 
during the approximately one week 
time period which had elapsed be
fore their discovery. 

"Although these creatures are 
human-like in appearance, the bio
logical and evolutionary processes 
responsible for their development 
has apparently been quite different 
from those observed or postulated 
in homo-sapiens." 

The group suggested that "the 
term 'Extra-terrestrial Biological 
l~nti ti«&', or 'EBE's', be adopted as 
the !ltandard term of reference for 
these CJeaWre& until such time as a 
mot"e d!fialt:ive designation can be 
~upon;· 

Are the Majestic 12 documents a 
hoax or the smoking gun that UFO 
proponents have been looking for? 
~search into the truth or falsity of 
the "MJ -12" documents is continu
ing under the sponsorship of the 
Fund for UFO Research. 

"When looking at the actual 
document, it does give the impres
sion that they are authentic," Bla
shak said. "My own gut feeling is 
that they are authentic, but if they 
turn out to be a hoax, it's a very 
good one. 

"If they are fake , someone went 
through an awful lot of time and 
effort ," Blashak said. "What was 
really striking to me about the 
documents was the list of players 
in MJ-12. They were all individuals 
who most people would never have 
heard of but are the best group of 
people the government could have 
assembled at the time." 

Another curious point was the 
fact that the documents were 
leaked just a few weeks after the 
last alleged member ofMJ-12 died. 

"If you like a mystery you have to 
love this because it keeps going 
deeper and deeper the longer it's 
investigated," Blashak said . . ·~- i 
other curious thing about It IS 
where's the payback if it's a fake? 
Why would someone go through all 
this trouble for no gain?" 

field, about have been abducted by alien beings 
100 meters and taken onto UFOs. Luukanen 

Luukanen said after these two people who have been abduc ted." 
initial revelations, she underwent Luukar.en said she is convi nced 
other hypnosis sessions in which that what she said happened to her 
she remembered the events in really did. She said her gut feeling 
more detail. is the Earth is being prepared to be 

from my numbers herself among the hun-
home, I sav.: a ! dreds of individuals who !lay they
large craft, 1l- /· ve been abducted by beings from 

nen luminated in . another planet. 
a yellow glow, hovering about 20 I The conference \:hat brought 
or 30 meters above the ground," Luukanen to Virginia ~as held in 
she said. "I yelled for my friend Blacksburg recently and it dealt 
to l~k. ~nd ~he saw it, too." r'.with these alleged abductions. The 

"I was on a table like the type taken into the larger community of 
you will find in operating rooms," the universe. 
Luukan~n said. "There were three "I have a feeli ng of responsibility 
or four httle ones around the table, now to inform people that we are 
and they looked to be about one not alone in the universe " Luu
meter high. The.r had no hai~, big kanen said ... The question' in my 
eyes ~nd .a gra~1sh bro~n skin or mind is not whether or n•)t they 
covenng hke a diver's smt. exist, but 'how do we deal with 

This B1ghtmg and the subee- first conference of this kind was 
quent events that follow have held in Connecticut in May of 1989 
altered Luukanen's entire per- The Blacksburg conference w~ 
ception ofthe world, she said. "I was paralyzed, but I could them?' " 

A physician, Luukanen served 
as the chief medical officer in 
Lapland for 13 yean. She de
scribes herself as a "very down 
to earth, no-nonsense-type per
son." 

"In my medical practice, I've 
worked with the boat people in 
Malaysia and had machine guns 
pointed at me and have been 
threatened with death," said 
Luukanen during a visit to a 
friend in Charlottesville before 
attending a conference on un-
identified flying objects in 
Blacksburg. 

"But, I have never been so ter· 
ribly shocked and scared before 
in my life," she said. "I think I 
got so frightened because, when 
I saw it, I knew that I was see
ing something from another 
world or dimension. It was very 
big, about one hundred meters 
in diameter. 

"It stayed in one place hover
ing~ perhaps fifteen minutes. 
After it was gone, I convinced 
myself that it was the moon or 
something, and I tried to forget' 
about it." 

Before the sighting, Luu
kanen said she was as...skeptical 
as most people when it comes to 
the subject ofUFOs. But, the 
following day, she found it hard 
to rationalize what she saw. 

"The newspaper had a story 
about the sighting the night be-
fore and about 100 other people 
had seen it," Luukanen said. 
"Two days later, officials at the 
local Air Force base said that it 
had been a Soviet rocket. I rea
lly got scared then because a 
rocket doesn 't hover for fifteen 
minutes." 

Recorded sightings of UFOs 
go back thousands of years, but 
the modern era of UFO sight
ings is considered to have began 
on June 24, 1947. On that date 
businessman and pilot, Kenneth 
Arnold, from Boise, Idaho, re
ported seeing a formation of 
nine objects flying at a high 
speed around the peaks of the 
Cascade Mountains in Washing
ton state. 

He described them as "shiny, 
disc-shaped craft," and said he 
clocked their speed at about 
1,350 mph. This was months be
fore Air Force pilot Chuck 
Yeager would break the 110und 
barrier at a mere 741.8 mph. 

When Arnold described what 
he aaw to reporters: "They new 
like a saucer would if you skip
peel it acroas water," he inadver
tently coined the now-common 

SENTINEL, Gulf Breeze, FL - June 28, 1990 CR: R. Reid 

CHARUE'S CORNER 
BY CHARLIE 

AND 
· DORI SOMERBY 

Some folks may find it hard to believe the series of events which 
culminated in the Somerbys' involvement in the never·ending controv
ersy over this city's Unidentified Flying Objects. 

First that we happened to be staying in our second home in Gulf Breeze 
instead of in our Milton residence. Second, that we were walking along 
Hickory Shores Boulevard on the eventful evening, and thirdly, that we 
had stopped at an opening leading down to the beach at the moment 
when a UFO passed along the shoreline. 

The fact that ol' Charlie is the former editor of the Sentinel and that his 
wife~s son is the current editor has also led to some finger·pointing. 

Then we went to the Sentinel office on a Tuesday afternoon when that 
week's paper is being put together and reassuring Duane and his crew 
that we had, in fact, seen exactly what Ed Walters' showed in his pictures 
then atop the make-up table. 

It all seems too pat-that minutes after what we saw pass over the bay 
should end up near Ed's house ready to be photographed . Really, I can't 
blame folks for wondering just how it all could come about in such a 
pre·arranged manner. 

But we can assure one and all that's exactly the way it was. We gained 
nothing for our disclosure of the sighting and could have had a lotto iose. 
But we never could have lived with ourselves if we had failed to tell our 
story. 

Literally dozens of people have told us of their experiences both locally 
and elsewhere in the country. Few have reported their interesting stories 
to the MUFON oreanizatio:n although we urge all to do so. 

Speaking about that group of outstanding citizens, we have found all of 
them to be sincere and dedicated folks seeking the truth . We were 
debriefed by two of them, collectively at first and individually, over a 
2-hour period. Down through their years they have donated many, many 
hours of their time taking no remuneration. 

Our belief is that Mayor Ed GraJ is way off base in his caustic comments 
concerning them especially the statement "will the MU FON investigators 
admit to being so wrapped up and biased in their pursuit of the story that 
they fell headfirst into their trap?" 

And "my dealings to date with some of them indicate no objectivity in 
their thinking and certainly no expertise at investigating." 

Ed Gray is a very intelligent man, and we were quite impressed at how 
he got members of the Bay Authority back on the track in their studies 
concerning a bridge across East Bay. Probably no municipality in Florida 
is as well run as our own, and Gray is the leading reason for it. 

But when he sends articles to the media reflecting his own biased 
opinions he should not be speaking as the mayor but as a "concerned 
citizen" or whatever. 

There's one thing that we're positive about. We did see a craft passing 
over the shoreline of East Bay during the evening of Veterans Day 1987 
that proved to be what Walters made pictures of a few minutes later. 
There's absolutely no doubt in our minds of what we saw. We know it 
wasn't two paper plates glued together. 

What may have happened to Ed before or after that evening we know 
noth ing about! 

One thing's for certain-Walters must be chuckling all the way to the 
bank with the increased sales of his book caused by the mayor's com
ments among others. Bad publicity is better than good publicity in this 
instance. 

Remember when Mayor Gray said a couple of years ago that all this 
hullabaloo would die down shortly. It hasn't happened that way and now 
when we meet out-of-towners in our travels they ask if Pensacola isn't 
near Gulf Breeze- instead of the other way around. 

One thing's for certain·the 1990 UFO Symposium at The Hilton on July 
7 • nd 8 should be quite interesting. 
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IDAHO MT. EXPRESS, Ketchum~ ID - April 25, 1990 

Sheriff Says Satellite; 
Skywatchers Say No 

UFO Reported in Hailey 

Local law enforcement officers 
lpeod a lot of time looJdns at thingJ 
the rest of us don't have to see. Tha1 
happeoei11burlday night, but the 
cops weren't watchina drunks fail 
sobriety &ests, they were looking into 
the night sky over Hailey, in pure 
puzzlement. 

Blaine County ctiJpalcber Sherry 
Reddick reportcdl y received a call 
fromaconcemedcltizenabout 10:30 
p.m. Thursday night. 

The report was of a scrqe, unfa
miliar object in the sky due west of 
Hailey. 

Reddick went ouiJlde, in the 
c:ompllly of Hailey pauolman Dan 
Lewin., and Blaine Cowuy Sheriff's 
Deputy Tom Plrtcer. She wrote on 
the police blotter wbal she saw: "'a 
diamond-lbaped objocl. flublng red 
and blue colored. .• sttalght west of 
Hailey. Suddcnly, it shot ani&bt up 
and IDIMd N<l1bwea, JCGiD& IIDIDer 
and ama1Jer UD1illt dialppeared ... 

Lewin Wll even more preciJely 
delcripdve. 

.. It just looked like a star that was 
preuy close. It was twinkling red, 
blue and green. At fllSt I thought it 
was the planet Jupiter," Lewin said. 

"'It was moving west, "l..ewin said. 
"'I thought then it was a satclli&e but 
I'd seen one before and this was 
different. It kept moving out into 
space. getting smaller and smaller 
and then it diJappeared. It was mov
ing exactly north and then, outward 
and gone," Lewin added. 

Blaine County Sheriff J. Walt 
Femling seemed uncomfortable talk
ing about the object. 

.. ldon'tknow,"be said, grinning. 
.. 1 think it was just a satellite." 

The Federal Aviation Administta
tion 'a Air Traffic Corurol Center in 
Salt Lake City, reported no satelliteS 
in the area and nothing untoward on 
their acreen. 

Officials at Mountain Home Air 
Force Base said they bad nothin& in 
the slty Thursday night ma&cbing 
observers' desaiptions. 

Yet nearly a dozen people, in
cluding lhrce police officers, n:ported 
seeing the twinkling red, blue and 
green object in the sky. 

IDAHO MT. EXPRESS, Ketchum~ ID - May 9, 1990 ' 

Air Force Says 
No Planes Were in the Area 

Ten Clain1 to Have 
Seen UFO over Hailey 

Mare &JIIo.tO c:.Uen to the BlaiDe 
Coumy ~· omce Jut week 
~--f:A·mlctr:nrlfWtlyq 
~~in the Dipt sky. . 

' Sberltf 1. Walt Pem1ina Slid the 
liJbdnlln P'OilferatiniiDd tbere 
illl't DIDCb bJa amoe CID do. 

"'lbaven'tdaaem)'lblna becaule 
lbe COIIDly O!W!!J!Di•iQncn bmll't 
JMDIDI a..-.lblp ytl. "PemJiaa 
said. 

Tb1a weet··~ ceas.ed 
II'OIIDdQoyC.,OU. WlllalHaUey. 

., oblswd dim .. f1my mu. 
WfflY Dipt lllf..t C!lalpt 'l'llel-
6&f: MlrilJDifllly ol Hailey said. 
~ lMd bile 3) )'em IDdDIMr 

Menlllydliua lite tbil. ~ mn't 
ailpllllea. I looked widl a telelcope. 
They nred, .,._IDdpeenflubina 
liJhll," Healy iaJd. 

Wlalllllld..-alboualla'd 
seen, Healy llid "' wiah I mew." 

'"We oou1d aee it from our front 
ylld, "llid 1c81ba Zelpr, fA Hailey. 
"We saw three dl1ferem oaea. ooe 
DGftll of Hailey, ODe west of Hailey 

and one east of Hailey. They were 
definitely not stars," Zieaier said. 

They weren't miUtary ain:rlft ei
tb« IICCOI'diDi to Air Fon:e Captain 
Sieve SoiiDCJIWJ], of MOUDiaiD Home 
Air Force Bue. 

"'A lot of tbele li8bdDaJ n air
plaDea. 10 we cbecbd. But we bid 

. Dotbin& in the air in tba1 area 11 the 
dme of the n:ported aigbtinp. .. 
Solm011101l said. 

'"We don't inveadpre UFO lilbl· 
iDp lllymore. Tbe Air Force quit in 
1969, .. Solm0111011 said. 

He said theAirForceinveldp&ed 
UFOa from 1947 to 1969 • 

'"We ran project Bluebook far 22 
)all. NiDety-IM pr:raiJtfA die 12,500 
aiablinP we inveltigated were a· 
plainable. Bvcything from meteon, 
lin:nft md boua, .. Soi!D!'I!ICJD llid. 

"'1bele are a lot ofliUle privllely
owucd ain:rlft &~king off 11 Hailey's 
abport (Friedman Mtmorial) ll odd 
boun. Maybe tbal'a what they aw," 
SolmonJOD said. 

No way, lolmita Ziela« IDd 
Mlrilyn Healy said. And the lberUf 
doeln't know eitb«. 

POST-DISPATCH, St. Louis, MO 
June 30, 1990 CR: COUD-I 

Sign From Above 
In reference to the June 24 article 

about the farmer who believes that 
an Imprint left In his field is from a 
UFO, the spoked pattern shown in 
the picture appears to be the result 
of a lightning strike. 

For a similar pattern, the farmer 
should refer to "The Ughtnlng 
Book," by Peter E. Vlemeiser. The 
~PC*• are caused by the dissipation 
of a poea& deal of electrical eDeJ'IY. 

William H. LaMel 
Kl~ 

STAR NEWS, Medford, WI -April 11, l990 
CR: R. Heiden 

IT HAPPENED ABOUT A MONTH AGO. 9:30 
p.m. on a Tuesday night When he first saw it he didn't 
believe it He put it out of his mind. Thought he w.::..> 
seeing things. 1ben re drove a little farther and saw it 
again. ·Right in front of him, just above the tree tops. 
Dark grey with orange Tights (like fog lights) and really 
big. About 100 feet long and as tall as a house. It had 
two layers and the bottom layer had four lights and the 
top had two. That's all the lights you could see at a tim.: 
because it was spinning in circles. He watched it for 
awhile, and then it disappe:1red. But he couldn't undr. r
stand why because it was a clear night. He drove to his 
relatives house to borrow a camera in case he saw it 
again. He caught another glimpse of it in a different 
spot, but it disappeared again. A few other people heard 
on their scanner that others had seen the same thing in 
the Merrill area. Another report of a sir:1ilar sighting 
came from the Fifield area. So, did we have a visit from 
a UFO? Other people in the Westboro area reported 
seeing the same strange object in the sky that night. 
Understandably they are reluctant to have their names 
associated with such a report because scoffers have 
been known to tap their forehead with their finger when 
you tell them you saw one of those flying saucer things. 
If any of our readers have comments to add to this 
report, we'll lceep your name to ourself. I've been 
intrigued by the UFO question for years and don't find 
it impossible to believe that there are such things, and 
people from another planet(?) piloting them. There are 
times when I wonder whether what we have here on 
eanh can be classified as inul/igent life, without 
discounting the fact that there could be others in the 
universe who might, indeed, be more advanced than we 
are. 

SENTINEL, Gulf Breeze, FL 
July 19, 1990 CR: R. Reid 

Salisberrys 
honored 

BY DUANE COOK 
Carol and Rex Salisberry of 

Navarre Beach were honored at 
the 1990 Mutual UFO Network 
(MUFON) Symposium in Pensac
ola last weekend with the presenta
tion of MUFON's third annual 
award for " Meritorius Achievement 
in a UFO investigation." This award 
recognizes an individual or team's 
unsurpassed investigative skill 
during the previous calendar year 
in resolving a UFO claim by the 
public," said Dan Wrieht, Deputy 
Director, Investigations Division. 

"This couple joined MUFON in 
1988 following their own UFO 
sighting, and soon they were inves
tigating the claims of others. To say 
that this kept them busy would do a 
disservice to their actual efforts. 
From April through December of 
last year . they submitted case 
reports on 24 separate incidents 
totalling nearly 200 pages of 
materiaL 

The sheer number of case 
reports, however. is only part of the 
reason for their selection. It is no 
exaggeration on my part to say that 
this couple,goes by the book, which 
for our purposes is the MUFON 
Field Investigator's Manual. They 
cut no corners and follow up on 
every lead. Indeed, they have set a 
standard for proper UFO case
work," said Wright as he made the 
presentation. 

"I would like to thank the wit
nesses in our area who came for
ward with their sightings and 
cooperated with MUFON's efforts 5 
to document the UFO phenomena 
in Santa Rosa and Escambia coun-
ties," said Carol Sallsberry. 
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NEWS JOURNAL, Pensacola, FL- June 17, 1990 CR: R. Reid 
work) international symposium 
(to be held in Pensacola July 6-8) 
has inspired this controversy," 
Walters said Saturday. "Someone 
just wants to discredit (the) Gulf 
Breeze (sightings)." 

Walters said he does not know 
what inspired Chris to come for· 
ward with the information, but he 
said the story is false. 

"You can't just come forward 
and make these statements," 
Walters said. "Look at the testi
mony he is giving, analyze (Chris') 
photos and think about the aile· 
gations." 

Walters said that many of Chris' 
allegations do not make sense. 

For example, Walters has said a 
UFO landed behind his home and 
left a circle of dead grass. Chris 
said that the circle was caused by 
an overturned trampoline. 

"I challenge anybody to take a 
trampoline and turn it over for a 
couple of hours and see if it kills 
the grass," Walters said. "If part 
of his (Chris') story is false, all of 
it must be." 

Chris' father, also of Gulf Breeze, 
said he advised his son in 1987 not 
to become further involved in 
Walters' activities. He said that 
for more than two years he and his 
son were both reluctant to come 
forward for fear of hurting the 
people involved. 

But he said they decided the 
hoax bad gone too far. 

Chris told Gray and Brown he 
also decided to come forward after 
he heard a model of a UFO had 
been found at Walters' former 
home recently. 

"(Chris) was not part of a hoax," 
said Chris' father, who also asked 
not to be identified. "He thought 
it wu another one of Walters' 
pranks. He watched him make the 

(double exposed) photos once, 
then was asked to take the pic
tures to the (Gulf Breeze) Senti
nel. That was the end of it. When 
it became obvious it was a hoax, I 
told him to get out of it." 

Chris told Gulf Breeze officials 
that after the first UFO photos 
were published in the Sentinel in 
November 1987, Walters ap
proached him and asked if he 
would take more photos to the 
newspaper office claiming Chris 
had photographed them. 

Walters photographed the 
lighted model with Chris present 
with an instamatic camera rigged 
not to advance automatically. But 
Chris told the officials those 
photos turned out "fuzzy." 

Walters then brought another set 
of photos to Chris and asked him 
to take them to the Sentinel, 
claiming he was the photographer. 
Chris decided not to and kept 
those photos and the negatives. 

"He wanted to use me as another 
witness," Chris told Gray and 
Brown. "I had about a day to think 
about it and I talked it over with 
Ed and I just said it was fraud, it 
wasn't real smart. I can under
stand a practical joke. But when I 
realized that he was going to go all 
the way through with it I just 
d idn't want to hurt my fathers' 
reputation and I didn't want to get 
in the middle of a court case." 

Mayor Gray said he knows both 
Chris and his father personally, 
and said their credibility is "above 
reproach." 

Chris told Gray and Brown he 
believes Walters began making 
the UFO photos as a prank, but 
decided that he could make some 
money from it. 

"Ed was in it for the money 
somewhat, and also for the fact 

How UFO photos can be faked 

that it was just a big ego trip," 
Chris said. "He wanted to see if be 
could get away with it." 

Chris told t he officials Walters 
made models of UFOs from Styro
foam plates - two larger ones 
forming the body of the model, and 
two smaller ones forming an "en
gine" on the underside. 

Chris said he was present when 
Walters taped the model onto a 
black-painted PVC pipe and 
shone a flashlight through the 
pipe to light it. A black curtain or 
board was p laced behind the 
lighted model in order to blacken 
the background, Chris told the 
officials. 

The first exposures were taken 
inside Walters' home and the sec
ond exposures were taken outside 
to make the glowing model appear 
to be in the sky, Chris said. 

A model matching that descrip
tion was found at Walters' former 
residence at 612 Silverthorn Road 
earlier this month by the current 
resident, who was searching the 
att ic for a water pipe. The model 
was found under some insulation. 

Walters said he did not make the 
model, and said his critics a re 
trying to discredit him by planting 
the model in his attic. 

Chris said Walters told him a 
photograph taken wi t h a 3-D 
NIMSLO camera, which is sup
posedly tamper-proof, only shows 
the lights of a landing airplane. 
Walters on Saturday denied the 
claim. 

He said the object in the 3-D 
camera has been verified by MU
FON investigators as being nearly 
3 feet long and 75 feet away. 

"Ed said he would die and go to 
the grave with this story," Chris 
said. 

Step one: Bul1d a UFO model from Styrofoam 
plates and paper. Place a small plastic dome 
on top; cut hole In bottom of model. 

Step two: Tum flashlight on; place model 
in front of black background. Take one 
exposure. Do not advance flim. 

Step three: Take second exposure at different location. Step four: Develop double exposed flim. 

Ron Slallcup/News Journal 

Student explains double-exposure 
By Craig Myers 
News Journal 

Double-exposed pictures are 
made by photographing an object 
once, then without advancing the 
film, exposing it again. 

The resulting photo shows the 
object at a second location. 

The technique is what critics say 
Gulf Breeze builder Ed Walters 
used to create photographs of what 
he contends were UFOs. Walters' 
photos, taken in 1987 and 1988, 
have drawn national attention to 

·Gulf Breeze. 
Walter11' most recent critic, a 22-

year-old former Gulf Breeze resi
dent, told authorities he saw 
Walters create UFO photos by us
ing double-exposures. 

The man, who asked to remain 
anonymous, said Walters made 

models from Styrofoam plates. 
He said Walters lighted the 

model by shining a flashlight into 
it through a PVC pipe painted 
black and taped to the model. 
Walters took a photograph of the 
lighted model in a darkened room, 
with a black background, he said. 

Next, Walters went outside and 
exposed the model for a second 
time in the sky, making it appear 
to be in the air, said the the source 
who made his statement Friday to 
Gulf Breeze officials and news 
media. 

Here's how he said Walters made 
other photos: 

• A 1-minute, 38-second video
tape of a UFO- Walters carried a 
long piece of black PVC pipe 
around in his yard with the lighted 
~odel on top of it while someone 

else filmed it. 
• The "road shot" - A photo

graph showing the UFO allegedly 
landing on a rural road with a light 
shining from beneath was made by 
double-exposures after hours of 
experimenting. 

• A UFO that appeared to be 
behind a tree - A photograph 
showing the UFO partially hidden 
behind a tree also was done after 
hours of experimenting. 

• "Ghost photos" - Photo
graphs of teen-agers at Walters' 
home with what appears to be a 
"ghost" image over their shoulder 
also were double-exposures, the 
source said. He said Walters took 
a photograph of his son wearing a 
mask in a darkened room, then 
double-exposed the image by tak
ing a picture of a guest. 
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Mike Suchcicki/News Joumal 
Tour guide Joe Barron ofGulfBreeze, a MUFON field investigator, chats with passengers on one of the 
five buses that toured UFO sighting locations early Sunday. 
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UFO symposiumllB 
By Mike Suchcicki 
News Journal 

Breeze, particularly those involving the UFO sight
ings of Gulf Breeze businessman and author Ed 
Walters. 

a- c 
~ c As he boarded one of five tour buses at 6:45 a.m. 

While the tourists didn't expect to sec any UFOs on 
the tour, they did welcome the opportunitv to stand 
in the same spots as those who made some highly 
publicized sightings. Despite the high temperature 
and humidity, spirits were high. c-i' 

~ ca 
Sunday, Don Kellar of Seabrook, Texas, said, "I only 
got four and a half hours sleep last night, so this 
better be good." 

"To be able to see these things first-hand, that':-
very valuable," said Barbara Coulter of Ormond 
Beach. 
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Kellar was one of about 250 attendees of the 
Mutual UFO Network 1990 International UFO Sym
posium in Pensacola who took a three-hour bus tour 
that brought life to what heretofore had been words 
and photos. 

The bus tour cost the symposium attendef'" a 
separate fee of $12 that was not included m th(• 
original $35 symposium fee. 

~ The tour visited several sites in and around Gulf 
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"There were some complaints 
from those who thought the tour 
cost should have been part of the 
original cost," said Mary Huf
ford, one of the tour organizers. 
"But we had enough problems 
just finding enough charter 
buses in Pensacola to handle the 
demand." 

Several tour-goers said they 
would have paid $12 just for the 
accompanying information 
packet, which included detailed 
drawings and maps as well as 
prints of some of Walters' most
discussed photos. 

"I think it was wonderful that 
they went to this much trouble," 
said Virgina Bolek of Deland. 

First stop on the tour was the 
athletic field of Gulf Breeze High 
School, where a mysterious cir
cular discoloration - ostensibly 
from a UFO landing - was made 
in the grass in 1988. The fact that 
the grass had since grown back 
didn't stop some tour-goers from 
bending over to touch the field. 

Recently, Tommy Smith who 
formerly lived in Gulf Breeze, 
said that the ring was formed 
when Walters overturned a tram
poline onto the grass, but 
Walters has denied the charge. 

The entourage particularly was 
interested in Walters ' former 
home, just off the field; several 
tourists had themselves photo
graphed with the house. 

And they had plenty of ques
tions for the tour guides: 

"During the blue beam inci
dent, which door did she run 

IDAHO STATE JO~, Pocatello, ID - June 24, 1990 
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Mike Suchcick1/News Journal 

Members of the MUFON entourage take pictures at the Gulf 
Breeze High School athletic field, the presumed site of a 1988 
UFO landing. At rear center, tour guide Art Hufford points to the 
former residence of Ed Walters, who claims to have taken pictures 
of several UFOs over Gulf Breeze. 

toward?"refering to an incident 
in which Walters Wife Frances 
dodged a beam she said ema
nated from a UFO. 

"What about the liquid that 
was found?" 

"What was the rate of ascent?" 
Walters, who had described his 

sightings and physical evidence 
to MUFON attendees the night 
before, was not along on the tour. 

Next on the itinerary was 
Shoreline Park in Gulf Breeze, 
where Walters claims to have lost 
track of one hour and 15 minutes 
on May 1, 1988. Bruce Maccabee, 
Ph.D., an optical physicist who 
analyzed and verified Walters' 
photos, described to the audience 
the various sightings at the park, 
including those photographed by 
Walters with a special camera 
provided by MUFON. 

Some unexpected comedy relief 
was provided by good-natured 
bantering between Maccabee and 
Philip Klass, a noted UFO skep
tic who has written several books 
in which he claimed to have de
bunked the UFO controversy. 

The next stop was along Route 
191-B, where, on Jan. 12, 1988, 
Walters took one of his most 
controversial photos, that of the 
UFO hovering above the road, 
leaving a bright reflection on the 

· pavement. Circles were painted 
upon the road to mark the land
inlaite . 

Another stop was at 1 he . ..; a ,.,d 
Livf' Oaks National Sett>-hnr"' i~
itor center, where scwral ~i gh ! 
ings took plarf' in J!J ."S <JrHi ·~'·'· 

Kellar, wh o was attending hi,.; 
ninth MUFON symposium. >-aid 
this was the first time, to hi~ 
knowledge, that the annual event 
has included a site tour. 

"They say that a pirturP i-. 
worth a thousand wore!~ ... he 
sairl. "This is better than a pic
ture. It gives me a better appreci
ation for the residents of this area 
and what they say they saw." 

The tour am:wererl a lot of qut·s· 
tions for him, he said. 
"I can understand now. hv S('P· 

ing the layout of th e land·, whv 
the sightings were so localized. It 
expl11ins how you could sec a 
UFO, but your neighbor down the 
street coultl not." 

After the huses rcturnl'cl to tht> 
Pensacola Hilton, tour organizer 
Art Hufford said he was pleased 
with the response. 

"Of course, it's hard to capture 
everything in a rirle, hut I think 
we provided a good picture of it. ·· 
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Mystery of Roswell hot topic at UFO gathering 
By KRIS WHEELER 
Daily N9'Hs Stall Writer 

PENSACOLA - Unraveling the 
mysteries of unidentified flying ob
jects drew more than 1,000 UFO en· 
thusiasts to the Pensacola Civic 
Center on Saturday for day two of 
the Mutual UFO Network's 21st an~ 
nual International Symposium. 

Among other topics Saturday, 
they heard about one of the long· 
debated UFO mysteries, a suppos· 

ed crash landing of an alien craft in 
Roswell, N.M., in July 1947. 

Dooald R. Schmitt, MUFON's 
state director in Wisconsin, has 
long be-en on a trail to expose what 
he and many others believe is a 
government coverup of epic pro
portions regarding the recovery of 
the bodies of four aliens and a UFO 
wreck at Roswell. 

"Roswell appears to be the 
target of a disinformation pro
gram,'' Schmitt said. 

'lllat accusation is nothing new 
among those who have made it 
their business to investigate UFO 
sightings. 

At the time of the crash near the 
Roswell Army Air Force Base, 
military officials initially 'ideo· 
tified the object that crashed as a 
UFO. But later the military chang· 
ed its official version of what the 
object actually was, identifying it 
as a misguided weather research 
balloon. 

Schmitt and many of his col· 
leagues say there is overwhelming 
evidence proving otherwise. 

Schmitt and other UFO in· 
vestigators have relied on 
testimony over the years from 
military intelligence officers who 
were at the crash site, their family 
members, and relatives of a ranch 
hand who discovered the crash 
site, to piece together their version 
of the Roswell UFO mystery. 

Schmitt said he and a colleague 

recently interviewed two men who 
were once stationed at RAAFB and 
who were involved in the recovery 
operation at the crash site. 

Most of the military personnel 
who had first-hand knowledge of 
the crash are now dead, Schmitt 
said. 

The men interviewed, the chief of 
security at the crash site, and a 
military intelligence officer, are 
two of the few crash-site witnesses 
still alive, he said. 

SENTINEL, Gulf Breeze, FL - June 28, 1990 CR: R. Reid 

Schmitt said the former chief of 
security refused to comment about 
the matter, saying he was sworn to 
secrecy. 

Schmitt questioned why informa· 
tion on a crashed weather balloon 
would be kept secret. UFO Sighting~---What are the facts?--------~ 

BY EDWARD WALTERS 
•on November 11, 19871 took five 
photos of a UFO. 
•seven other witnesses saw the 
same UFO before I took those first 
photos. 
•During the past two and a half 
yecilrS, scores of other local people 
have witnessed UFOs and filed 
detailed reports . 
*I tried to avoid personal publicity, 
but critics who twisted the facts 
forced Frances and I to "tell all" in a 
book, The Gulf Breeze Sightings. 
*I took photos with five different 
cameras. Two stereo cameras 
were used to measure the size of 
the UFOs. ..... 
*Rt:cently, a UFO model was found 
in a house where I once lived over a 

year and a half ago (moved Dec. 
1988). The model is a proven 
planted fake. 
*The model was analyzed. It was 
built with material that did not exist 
until after September 7, 1989; 
almost two years after I took my 
photos of the UFOs. ..... 
*Recently, accusations were made 
that I was seen taking double expo· 
sures of a UFO model in 1987. 1n a 
rush to print the uncorroborated 
story the News Journal did not test 
the accusations. 
*Claim after claim should have 
been checked out but when the 
claim was made that I "turned a 
trampoline upside down" on the 
high school soccer field "and 
jumped up and down on it" to kill a 

circle of grass, it should have been 
clear that all the claims needed 
closer scrutiny. 
*A simple test with the 4 lens 
Nimslo stereo camera shows that 
the stereo photos are not an air
plane landing at night. 
•A simple double exposure test 
shows that a light object always 
bleeds through a dark object. One 
of my photos shows a UFO blocked 
by a distant tree. A light object 
(UFO) cannot be exposed behind a 
dark object (trees) . 
*Many professional photo ana· 
lysts, including nationally reco&· 
nized experts, Dr. Maccabee and 
Or. Ebert, have computer analyzed 
the photos and state clearly that 
there is no evidence of photo 
trickery. ..... 

Two daylight UFO sightings reported 
BY CAROL SALISBERRY 

The MUFON Hotline was called 
twice on Thursday afternoon, June 
21st, by two sets of independent 
witnesses who may have observed 
the same UFO. 

At 2:30 p.m. two adults were 
approximately four miles from 
Navarre on Hwy. 98, driving east, 
when they noticed a round white 

object in the sky directly above the 
road that was traveling from west to 
east. At first glance, they thought it 
was a blimp, but then they realized 
that the shape and relatively fast 
rate of speed was indicative of 
something unusual in the sky. 

Then at 6 p.m., a woman and two 
teens were driving north on 
Whisper Bay Blvd. in Gulf Breeze 

when they noticed a rQUnd white 
object hovering above the road at 
tree top level. Within seconds the 
object shot-off to the west and dis· 
appeared from view. They realized 
that the low flight path and high 
rate of speed was not typical of 
conventional aircraft. 

Both cases are currently under 
investigation by MUFON. During 
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Some UFO 
encounters 
are of the 
celebrity kind 

A 1987 Gallup poll determined 
that about one person in I 0 has 
seen an unidentified flying ob· 
ject. As reported in the press and 
in works such as Margaret Sachs' 
" The UFO Encyclopedia" 
( 1980), even some celebrities and 
politicians have seen them. 

• Muhammad Ali. The boxer 
contends that he has seen several 
UFOs, including a cigar-shaped 
one over the New Jersey Turn· 
pike and one, "like a huge electric 
light bulb," that seemed to join 
him one morning in 1971 as he 
jogged through New York's Cen
tral Park. 

• Jimmy Carter. The former 
president reported having seen a 
UFO while attending a Lions 
Oub meeting in .1969. The light, 
wba (;.Mer..c6acribed..as. chang... ..,.,_,~,_,."ftl .. 

termined to have been the planet 
Venus. 

• Jamie Farr. A zigzagging 
light over the desert sands near 
Yuma, Ariz., made a believer out 
of the actor in the early 1960s. 
The object stopped in the air, ho
vered and kept pace with his car 
before disappearins. 

• Glenn Ford. A blue-green, 
disk-shaped object about 500 feet 
in diameter w.as ~lted ~y t~e 
actor in 1974 near h1s Cahfonua 
beach house. Formerly a non-1» 
liever, the sighting convinced 
him that some UFOs cannot be 
explained as manmade or natural 
phenomena. 

• Sir Eric Gairy. The former 
prime minister of Grenada was 
retumin~ from a function early 
one morning in the mid-1970s 
when he saw a UFO. Gairy be· 
lieves that extraterrestrials have 
visited this planet and that it is 
"naive to think th'lt we are the 
only creatures of God's entire d<:>
main." 

• Jackie Gleason. Gleason saw 
UFOs in LondQn and in florida. 
He described both as bright lights 
traveling at high speeds. The ~ 
median once claimed that a U .S. 
government official admitted to 
him that UFOs do exist. 

• Dick GftiOI')'. In 1967, while 
at a party in Big Sur, the activist 
and his friends saw three li&hts 
(one red, two green) that per· 
formed maneuvers for 40 min
utes. Gregory snapped photos of 
the objects. 

• Clare Boothe uce. While 
servins as ambassador to Italy in 
1954, the former conaresswo
man, alon& with other witnesacs, 

I :::t=,_~!J!=-=-

as an object she could not iden
tify. 

• Sheila Macrae. The actress 
has seen UFOs twice: In 1965, 
she watched as two objects 
dashed back and forth over Lake 
Mea~ in 1973, a UFO hovered 
above her as she drove through a 
snowstorm in St. Louis, Mo. 

• Warren Oates. In 1975, in 
the desert near Palrn Springs, the 
.actQf and four friends saw a UFO 
they describd u being oval· 
shaped and having flashing col
ored lights. It stopped and ho
vered before movmg away. 

• William Shatner. Shatner of 
"Star Trek" fame was once on a 
motorcycle trip in the Moj.ave 
Desert when his bike stalled. He 
pushed it along in the blistering 
heat and was near exhaustion 
when he noticed a silvery 'Craft 
above him. He received ap un· 
spoken message telling w~t di· 
rection to take, and was able to 
fmd a road and get help. 

• Mel Torme. Early on• morn
ing in 1963, while walking his 
dog in New York City, the singer 
caught sight of a glowinm red o~ 
ject performing high-s'*ed rna· 
neuvers at an altitude bf about 
5,000 feet. He watched ~e UFO 
for about five minutet,-then it 
disappeared. 

Send suggestions fa; the lists 
column to the Daily News Fea· 
tures Department, P.O' Box 4200, 
Woodland Hills. CtQJJ. 91365-
4200. Persons who Stlbmit a list 
idea that is used in the column 
will receive a three-vf)/ume set of 
the Book of Lists. In case of dupli· 
cate submissions, the earliest post· 

. marked entry will b6 .wed. Tk 
· editors are unable to aMWtr ;wry 
. mtiil.per.sal~Qlly. 

•Two days after the 'model double 
exposure' accusations hit the Sun
day front page, I took a voice lie 
detection, administered by Ronald 
Lauland, a certified instructor, 
court recognized expert, licensed 
analyst in the field of psychological 
stress evaluation. The questions 
were specific: Is it true that you did 
not make the UFO model that was 
found at 612 Silverthorn Dr.? 
•This lie detection test was my, 
fourth, administered by three dif
ferent analysts. 
*In every test I was determined to 
be telling the truth. 

What we nave in Gulf Breeze are 
average people witnessing some· 
thing in our skies and people at the 
official level over-reacting with 
denial. 

the month of June a total of four 
daylight sightings and two noctur
nal sightings were reported. To 
report a UFO sighting or for addi · 
tiona! information, call the MUFON 
Hotline: 436·2700. The names of 
witnesses are held in confidence 
and not released to the public 
unless the witness gives permis
sion to do so. 

"Why the need to conceal the 
recovery of a weather balloon?" 
Schmitt asked. 

The other man interviewed was 
an intelligence agent who was also 
involved in the recovery. Schmitt 
said the man would only say that, 
"Something came down and was 
recovered." 

MUFON officials selected Pen· 
sacola as the sight of their annual 
international UFO symposium 
because of the magnitude of 
reported UFO sightings in nearby 
Gulf Breeze - more specifically, 
those photographed by Gulf Bre~ze 
residents Ed and Francis Walters 
in November 1987. 

The Walters have written a book 
about their experiences called 
'"lbe Gulf Breeze Sightings." 

The photographs and the 
Walters' stories have been 
challenged recently by some 
critics and UFO investigators who 
say it is a hoax. 

One Gulf Breeze man has said 
publicly that he was shown by Ed 
Walters how the UFO photos were 
faked. 

Walters has denied all of the 
allegations. 

MUFON has reopened its in· 
vestigation into the Walters' mat· 
ter. MUFON officials, however, 
say they believe Walter ' s 
photographs are authentic until 
proven otherwise. 

The Walters were scheduled to 
speak to the MUFON delegation 
and hundreds of its guests about 
the matter late Saturday night. 

The three-day MUFON sym· 
posium began Friday and will con· 
elude with an open forum slated for 
4 p.m. today. 

CHRONICLE, San Francisco, CA- May 31, 1990 

BOOKS Patricia Holt 

More Books on Tape 
For Summer Listening 
........... 

Quite surprisingly, considering 
the controversy that bas cropped 
up over his own "screen memoJ7" 
of visiting aliens, Whitley Stretber 
("Communion," "Transformation") 
brings an authoritative and non-in
vasive voice to "The Interrupted 
Journey" by John G. Fuller (Caed
mon, two cassettes, $15.95). 

Although we keep expecting 
Streiber to interrupt with, "'Hey. 
wait'll you bear what happened m 
me," this investigation of Betty 
and Barney Hill's alleged 1961 ex
perience with beings from outer 
space is all the more riveting for its 
excerpts of taped recollections 
they made separately under llJP-

nosi$. 
Fuller's dispassionate f>xpiana

tion of the Hills' experiem:e ·- and 
the investigations by mili~ry. 
medical and UFO groups th3t fu l 
lowed- does not prepare us fn 

the outbursts of terror and hy!'ltcn 
cal sobbing that Barney and Bet1 y 
emit as they "re-live" the incidf>J! l 
while hypnotized. Listening t ll 

1 
them describe meeting aliens and 

t their subsequent abduction . ~e 
are convinced that the Hills expe· 
rienced this encounter, whtle at 
the same time, patterns of fear and 
need crop up in their testimony 
that sound very much like psycho
logical projections. You needn 't 
believe in UFOs to find this tape 
package engrossing. 
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UFOs come calling on new hotline 
By SHELBY GRAD 
KN!GH'J~-RIDDER NEWSPAPERS 

market around the country for such a 
service. 

sold miU1ons of copit: s. "Th.·r· · I ' ;u, 
interest nut there." 

• MENLO PARK, Calif. - Do you 
see flying saucers in the skies at 
night? Do you ever get the feeling you 
were once kidnapped by beings from 
another planet? 

Call 1-900-USA-UFOS and you will 
be greeted by Stanton T. Friedman, a 
nuclear physicist and nationally 
known UFO expert who guides you 
through a menu of extraterrestrial 
topics as close as your Touch-Tone 
phone. But the experience will cost 
you - $2 for the first minute and $1 
for each additional minute. 

There's even a way to report your 
own sightings. 

"Our intent is to update the line 
weekly," Wood said. "But if we get 
something hot and new we'll put it on 
immediately." 

This week, the 900 line reported 
that a Soviet ·general saw a UFO 
through a radar screen in April and 
had five pilots chase after it. 

world and states that "there is cer
tainly a U.S. government attempt to 
cover up UFO information." 

Wood said he plans to introduce the 
service at an upcoming Mutual UFO 
Network convention of UFO believ
ers in Florida and is considering tak
ing out advertising in publications like 
Flying Saucer Review and UFO Inter
national Reporter. Ads may also run 
in the mainstream press, Wood said. 

Wood and Friedmzm \·owed th:t t tilL· 
900 number would only report LTt'Cii 
ble UFO reports, unlike soml' SLIJ..lt'r 

market tabloids, which they arcuo.; ,· qf 
sensationalism. 

If so, a Menlo Park entrepreneur 
has your number. 

"With tabloids like t ilL Enq tun·r. 
one out of 10 things you tL;\d (abou t 
tiFOs) are real, ·· Wood said. 

A 900-line telephone service de
buted this week devoted exclusively 
to exposing people to the world of 
unidentified flying objects - a world 
the phone line's creators say is ig
nored by the mainstream press and 
covered up by the U.S. government. 

The president of The UFO Line, 
Ryan \\'ood. insists there is a growing 

Press the 1 on your telephone for a 
"a good recent sighting report." 
Number 3 will give you information on 
"UFO abductions." 

Other options include "Physical ev
idence of UFO reality," "flying saucer 
tech nology," "UFO myth," and 
"proof of the cosmic water gate." 

Friedman also chronicled the many 
unsuccessful attempts of groups like 
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy to get 
at alleged government documents 
that would prove the existence of 
UFOs. 

The UFO Line criticizes the press 
for its "sneering and out-of-context 
coverage" of the extraterrestrial 

"If you're (Oakland A's slugger) 
jose Canseco with a 900 number. you 
can make it on word of mouth," Wood 
said. "For us, it's different. Fewer 
people know about us." 

Wood points to polls that suggest 
millions of Americans believe in 
UFOs. Some books on the topic have 

The UFO Line is the second ~~~)I I 
number for Wood. who he lped S.111t:1 
Clara County CeologJst Jim lkrkbnd 
begin a quake prediction hot lim· in 
March. The "Quakeline." at (!-lllOl 
844-jOL T, is still in operati o:-~ :l!1d 1:·"· 
received between 2, 000 and :l.t!t!ll 
calls, Wood said. 

~ Soldiers 
0. 
1-1 

~desert to 
t1meetUFO 
0 
O"o 
O"o ..... 6 leave W. German post 
~ to greet ''Jesus' in F1a. 
>-. 3 By Nolan Walters 
...., Kn ight-Aidder News Service 

WASHINGTON -Six U.S. soldiers, who 

0 
apparently deserted sensitive intelligence 

u posts in West Germany, may have be-
~ lieved they were chosen to greet alien 

1-1 spaceships and lead humanity to a science 
~ fiction-style heaven, according to friends 
~ and acquaintances. 
c The group has puzzled authorities since 

a note was found in their quarters that 
~ contained Biblical references and the 
~ words " End of the World." 

Now, after being detained at Gulf 
Breeze, Fla. - the site of a rash of recent 
UFO sightings - the five men and, one 
woman are being held in isolation and de
briefed by the Army at Fort Benning, Ga. 

·'They believe that Jesus is an astro
naut," said one man who sold them a van. 

The group members, in fact, believed in 
an offshoot of a Christian belief called the 
" rapture " said Stan Johnson, a friend of 
the appa~ent group leader. He described it 
as a ·'combination of science fiction and 
fundamentalist Baptist beliefs." . 

I!apture is the second coming of 
JE'sus Christ, in which he returns. to 
Earth to take the believers w1th 
him and the rest of Earth would be 
destroyed. . 

This group, however, beheved 
Jesus was an alien and would re
turn in a spaceship for the chosen. 

"How can I phrase this: Jesus 
Christ drives a spaceship," John-
son said. · 

"They were apparently convinc
ed that the aliens had chosen them 
as the chosen few to be on hand 
when they reclaimed the Earth," 
he said. 

While the military now is inves
tigating the incident, th_ere has 
been no evidence that nabonal se
curity was compromised. 

Not espionage 
"This does not appear to be an 

espionage case," said a Pentagon 
spokesman. 

The bizarre chain of events be
gan in late May or early June 
when Johnson, a Bybee, Tenn., 
photographer, got a call from his 
longtime friend Kenneth Beason, 
26, from Augsburg, West Germa
ny, where he was stationed. 

Johnson said he had met Beuoo 
a few years ago when he'd asked to 

have some spaceship models pho
tographed. They became friends 
and often talked of science fiction 
and philosophy. 

"Other than an interest in sci
ence fiction, he's perfectly nor
mal " Johnson said. " Basically 
what has happened is b1s imagina
tion has interwoven with reality." 

Johnson said he met Beason and 
another soldier, Michael Hueck
staedt, 19, of Farson, Wyoming, at 
the Knoxville airport and helped 
them buy a used Volkswagen van 
July 7. 

The two soldiers planned to 
meet the other group members in 
Chattanooga, then drive to meet 
the first spaceship landing at Gulf 
Breeze on Aug. 6, then continue on 
to New Mexico, where "something 
else was going to happen," John
son said. 

The spaceship's arrival would be 
heralded by war in Lebanon and a 
shakeup of the U.S. military, John
son said he was told. 

The six were detained early last 
Saturday, after Gulf Breeze police 
stopped their 1971 VW van. They 
put the driver's name through a 
national crime computer and he 
turned up AWOL, Police Capt. 
Kenneth Hicks said. 

Gulf Breeze has recently been 
the focus of national interest by 
believers in UFOs since the publi
cation of a book called "The Gulf 
Breeze Sigbtinp." 

Police later picked up the other 
four male soldiers at the home of a 
woman who is known locally as a 
psychic. 

The Pentagon, meanwhile, has 
been tight-lipped about the whole 
affair, refusing to confirm the 
names of those detained. 

Defense Department officials 
called it a "routine counterintelli
gence investigation" because the 
six had access to classified infor
mation at ~heir West German 
base. 

Unwanted focus 
Meanwhile UFO believers who 

attended the' national seminar in 
Pensacola are worried that their 
unwanted association with possi
ble deserters will tarnish their rep
utation. 

" UFOlogy is controve~sial 
enough," said Charles Flanrugan, 
Florida state director for the UFO 

gr~ Walter H. Andrus Jr., inter
national director of the Mutual 
UFO Network, said the incident 
was just more evidence of the me
dia's bias. Hundreds of UFOs have 
appeared at Gulf Breeze, he said, 
but not one story about them has 
appeared in national newspapers 
or wire services. 

But now, be said, tbe media 
.,.make a btl deal of aix people 
coming to Gulf Breeze." 

-------- ~-

Letters To 
----- ------

11'1 

N Dear Editor, 
:;: A most unusual object was 

1-1 seen by three people on the night 
~ of April 10. The following account 

1 
is given with certain necessary 

drove to the western e dge of 
town, arriving in time to see the 
object elevating and rapidly 
accelerating put of sight . All 
witnesses are in agrE-ement that 
the object was absolutely silent, 
had non fiashing lights, was 
moving very slowly while over the 
town, and described its size as 
comparable to a football fie1d, 
bigger than a blimp, humongous, 
etc. 

omissions until a full 
~ investigation is concluded by the 

" Mutual U .F .O. Network 
~ (MUFON). 
o Two Ipava residents, drivi~g 
._, home from Adair, stopped their 
·~ car to use the phone on the 

square in Table Grove. A ~ew 
~ minutes into the conversation, 

the young lady noticed low l~vel 
E-4§ lights in the sky approachmg 

from the east. It soon became 
evident that these lights looked 
unusual and seemed out of 

~ character for an aircraft. It was 
at this point she shouted to her 

~ boyfriend. He had been sitting _in 
~ the car listening to the radio. 
&:: Before the young man got out of 

the car, the radio developed static 
and went dead for a few seconds. 
Jumping out, he looked up to see 
an enormous triangular object 
moving very slowly directly 
overhead . Both watched in 
amazement as the object passed 
silently over the business district. 

Within seconds another 
motorist was flagged down and 
alerted to look at the sky. It was 
later learned that this person 's 
radio had lost reception at the 
same time. Shortly all three 
people decided to give chase and 

~ 

~UFO Sidebar 
BY CHARLIE AND DORI SOMERBY 

According to Poe Clark, 
MUFON State Section Director 
for Fulton, Schuyler, and 
McDonough Counties, numerous 
U .F.O. sightings have occurred 
over the area. Deltoid, cigar, 
spherical, and disc -shaped , as 
well as other varieties have all 
been reported through the years. 
A ca se with more pronounced 
electromagnetic effects took place 
in 1988 not far from this sighting. 
Many sightings go unreported; 
many that are reported can be 
explained and are not bonafide 
U.F.O.'s. 

In the case of this triangle an 
outline and surface area were 
visible; therefore, it must be _put 
in a different category than JUst 
lights in the sky. Furthermore , 
other elements of strangeness 
combine with the visual image, 
that is especially important. 

Sincerely, 
Poe H . Clark 

Ipava, D. 

It's difficult to understand why certain people look upon UFOs as a 
current fad without realizing the great s igooificance of these visitors from 
out of space. 

In fact , we'd rate them right up there with the scientif ic revelations that 
~ the earth was NOT the center of the universe and that our planet was 
O"o round as proved by Columbus' trek to the "new world ." . 
~ From all the excitement stirred up before last weekend's sympos1um . 1t 
O"o would appear that interest remains high both nationally and internation
~ ally in the Gulf Breeze Sightings. 
>- The two of us dec ided to stay out of the confusion and told representa · 

.-4 tives of med ia and various groups that if they cared to interview us we'd be 
~ at home in Milton . A team from Chicago was here Friday afternoon for a 

1 recording sesson. 
And when Un.so/ved Mysteries, one of the top network television pro· 

~ grams, again sends a unit here for an update you know that folks around 
the nation are still talking. They'll be chatting with Gulf Breeze bel1evers 

Gl (and perhaps non· bel ievers) on Friday, July 27 . . 
~ 01' C:harlte ts convinced that 1t won't be too long before the a I tens land 
~ after ttlo:!Y have made ~erta in that we're friendly . Hopefully, they'll be 
IQ friendly for a civilization far enough advanced to operate such craft 
1+-4 probably has weapons much superior to ours- if they're so inclined . Or 
S perhaps war is a thing of the past to them! On our globe , 1t would appear as 
c.!) though nat ions are starting to grow up and that will make nat1on f1ghtmg 

.. against nation a th ing of the past. 

~ 
If UFOs aren't news, l don't know what is' Wherever we go, locally and 

around the U.S. and Canada, when we ident1 fy ourselves as bemg from 
~ Gulf Breeze and then expla in our connection with the flying objects . folks 
1:3 are intently interested . 
Cll 

SENTINEL, Gulf Breeze, FL - July 12, 1990 CR: R. Reid 

··-:-::: :: ::::::;::::::::::::<??~>:~~t~:t{??f??\?t?fit~tttttttt~~tr~~~~j Clarification~~~ttt~~tt~~~~~tt~ttttltttt~tt~~?t?~~???/{~//////~::::::::- · · 
Last week the Sentinel published parents and 1 review ofthe that they were double exposures. being made. Elsewher~ in t~e 
two photos given to Police Chief transcript of his pnone converse· Accordin~ to the transcript, tne transcript Smith descnbes wtt· 
JefTJ Brewn by Tommr Smith tion with Chief Brown and Mayor photos were 11ven to Sm1th by nessing Walters double expose 
and attributed thOse photos to Ed G111J revealed that Smith never Ed Walte;s, but Smith says photos. 
Smith. A phone call from Smith's· said that he took the photos or he never actually witnessed them 
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CASCO BAY WEEKLY, Portland, ME- July 19, 1990 CR: L. Coleman 

Dr. Leilani Dearing: "The beings approached me. They had golden-hued skin. 
Their clothes were kind of nylon-type and shear and they were about 5'7". 

A conversation with 

CBW(Ton« Harbert 

Leilani and Dan Dearing 
Dan Dearing and Dr. 
Leilani Dearing say that 
extraterrestrials from the 
star cluster Pleiades have 
been communicating with 
them for yean. last June 
Leilani, a clinical 
psychologist. and Dan, a 
professional musklan, 
both left Jobs In Nashville. 
Tennessee to start a UFO 
communkatlons center. 

Leilani and Dan have been 
travelling across the 
country conducting 
seminars during which 
they relate their 
experiences with 
extraterrestrials and 
encourage audiences to 
come out of the closet 
with their own Interstellar 
run-Ins. On the night of 
July 14, the Dearlngs 
appeared at Portland's 
Center for New Age 
Studies. 

What led to your contact 
with extraterrestrials 1 

Dan: We both were doing 
meditations to help Leilani get 
through grad school and help 
me get through a relationship 
that had come to an end. That 
meditation led to contacts 
with entities that were not "in 
the physical," which ulti
mately led to contact with 
entities that were "in the 
physical" - from other planets. 

What was your first 
encounter like 1 

Leilani: Dan and I were 
living in Hawaii and it was a 
Buddhist holiday when 
Buddhists believe that some
thing very special can happen. 
We had meditated that night 
and I awakened later and 
thought I was awakened by 
the sun whid\ always reflected 

in our house. But when I 
actually opened my eyes I saw 
orange flickering lights which 
were in the spaceship. I don't 
know how long I was in the 
craft but I was in there and felt 
the velocity of the ship and 
there was a lot of noise. 

At some point the ship 
stopped and both of us were 
standing out on a platform 
before we went down the 
stairs. I don't know where the 
ship landed but I did get the 

feeling that it was outside. It 
was someplace else. 

I turned around, I saw the 
ship. It was silver and octa~ 
nal. And Dan and I were 
separated. I remember that 
there was kind of a message 
that came to me that Dan was 
going to be trained in music or 
something. A lot of music was 
pervading the abnosphere. 
The beings approached me. 
They had golden-hued skin. 
Their dothes were kind of 
nylon-type and shear and they 
were about 5'7'. 

Were you scared? 
Leilani: I felt like it was a 

friendly approach but I lost 
consciousness. And the next 
thing I knew I was sitting up 
in my bed and I was fully 
dothed and on the opposite 
side of the bed from where I 
usually slept. And then I 
heard these loud noises- it 
sounded like I was on an 
airport runway. I leapt up, I 
looked outside. And I could 
see the blue and orange lights 
from the jet engines. The ship 
was taking off across the 

valley. At that point I was 
awake and I was standing at 
the door and I started yelling 
and screaming trying to wake 
Dan up. Then I put the infor
mation on a tape recorder and 
told him what happened at the 
same time. 

Were these 
extraterrestrials from any 
particular planet? 

Dan: The particular place is 
the Pleiades. The cultures that 
have been around for a while 
- the 60,000-year-old tribes in 
Africa, the native Americans, 
the Hawaiians and the Chi
nese say in their folklore that 
they are descendents of 
Pleiadians from Pleiades. 

Are the Pleladlans 
communkatlng with 
you regularly? 

Leilani: The messages come 
once or twice a week. I can get 
real busy doing different 
earthly things and I then I say, 
"Oh yeah, I just want to sit 
down and maybe receive 
some information or check in 
with these folks." 

In what form do the 
messages come? 

Leilani: A lot of the infor
mation comes through songs 
now. About two months after 
the first spaceship incident I 
woke up and I was singing 
songs, which are the messages 
from them. And I've never 
had any kind of musical 
background Or training or 
anything. Part of what we do 
at the seminars is that I'll hear 
the words to sing and at the 
same time Dan will hear the 
music to play. And we haven't 
had any kind of rehearsal but 
it just meshes together 
perfectly. 

Dan: I had never heard her 
sing a note. Then all of the 

sudden one morning she was 
singing entire songs. With 
beautiful lyrics and rhyming 
phrases and melody lines that 
were real pretty. It was quite 
astonishing and quite pleas
ing. And at the seminars the 
energy is as if there's an 
electrical charge in the room. 
People can feel it. It becomes 
uncomfortable for some 
people and they just leave in 
the middle of th~ song. By the 
end of the night, very often 
everyone in the room will just 
sit there and not say anything 
for about 10 minutes. 

Why did you decide 
to bring your story to 
audiences across the 
country? 

Leilani: The major reason 
that we're doing this is 
because the Pleiadians are 
saying that 1992 is a very 
important year for the planet. 
The Pleiadians stress the idea 
of world peace and the idea 
that everybody should go for 
what their highest vision is 
and not settle for second-best. 

Are the people who 
come to see you 
spak skeptical? 

Dan: If there are skeptics 
that come, they're stereo
typically males in their mid-
40s in leisure suits who sit in 
the back row. But for the most 
part people are really inter
ested and the discussion really 
gets going. 

Leilani: I expected a lot 
more people to be real skepti
cal, just short of people 
throwing tomatoes at us and 
stuff. But the audiences 
haven't been that way at all. 

Andy Newma, CBWs most 

tdierudtJI *!fer, ...aiors.lfiOSC of Iris 
story idals'""" ,. ..... ...,, 

REVIEW-JOURNAL, Las Vegas, 
NV - June 2, 1990 

UFO expert 
facing charge 
of pandering 
By Warren Bete!l 
Review-Journal 

The district attorney's office 
plans to file a charge of pandering 
against a Las Vegas man who was a 
primary source for a recent TV 
documentnry or. UFOs. 

Deputy District Attorney .John 
Lukens. chief of the office's sexual 
assault unit, said a chnrge of pan
dering would be filed against Uob 
Lazar, who is wirl ely known in the 
community of UFO re ~enrch . 

Lazur was the focal poin t of 
much of KLAS-TV, Channel 8 re · 
porter George Knapp 's award -win
nin~ documentnry series , " UFO's: 
The Best Evidence." 

Lazar, a former scientist at the 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
in New Mexico, spent much of the 
series explaining how the U.S . gov
ernment was te!!ting alien space 
craft at an area on the Nevada 
Test Site known as S -4, located 
about 15 mile!! southeast of Area 
51. 

Metropolitan Police Department 
vice officers served a search war
rant on Lazar's home on James 
Lovell Street on April 14, Lukens 
said. 

Sources said that charges of liv
ing off the earnings of a prostitute, 
operating a house of pros titution 
and aiding and abetting a pros ti· 
tute were initially sought by police. 

Luken~ said the case hed "es~er.
tially been negotiated"' down to the 
-&int:fe felony charge. 

The pandering chorge cnrries a 
senU!nce of one to s ix yenrR, with 
the possibility of a fine not to ex
ceed $5,000. Probation also is an 
option . 

Lt. Bill Young of the Police De· 
partment's vice section said evi
dence exi!!ts that Lazar has previ· 
ous involvement with pros titut ion. 
The police investigation discovered 
his affiliation with the Honeysuck· 
le Ranch lotion and massage parlor 
in Los Alamos, which authoriti es 
.-id was a front for prost itution. 

Police said Lazar nllegerlly Re t up 
a brothel nnd outcnll pru ~ lit u ti o n 
service in two apartments locateci 
in the Newport Cove complex on 
Tamarus Street in Las Ve~us. The 
apartments were connected by a 
pas...,ogeway cut through a wall of 
the buildinJ:. 

Laur atso allegedly used a sur· 
veillaf'Cie camera and hidden mi · 
CTophone, police aaid. Lazar alle~
tdly videotaped customers and also 
maintained records of their license 
plate numbera, according to police. 

To"i Bulloch, a known prosti
tute and allegedly Lazar's partner 
in the brothel, WllJJ arrested on sev
eral charge!!, including keeping a 
house of iU-fame. 

Lazar's attorney, Bill Smith, 
said Friday that it would he inap · 
prupriate to comment on the nego· 
tiationa. 

La:usr, Smith said, owns a photo 
processing lab in Las Vegas and 
does contract work through a re· 
surch and development company 
in New Mexico. 

Hia initial appearance in Justice 
Court i~ scheduled for Monday. 
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FOREIGN NEWS 
TRIBUNE, New York, NY - June 14, 1990 CR: A. Huneeus [Reprinted with permission] 

J. ANroNIO HUNEEUS I SCIENCE FRONTIERS 

Great Soviet UFO Flap of 1989 Centers on Dalnegorsk Crash 
First in a two-part series 

Several months ago we reported in this column about the 
well-publicized series of bizarre reports of UFO landings 
and close encounters with giant aliens in the Russian 
city of Voronezh, as well as other cases obtained from 
interviews with Soviet researchers during last fall's 
International UFO Congress in Frankfurt, Germany. I 
have obtained a large amount of Soviet UFO data since 
then from a variety of sources both in the Soviet Union 
and the United States. 

I recently completed a lengthy and detailed paper 
entitled, Red Skies: The Great 1989 UFO Wave In the 
USSR, to be included in the 1989 Symposium Proceed
ings of the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON}, the world's 
largest research organization in this field, which will 
take place next month in Pensacola, Florida. We will 
publish in this series selected excerpts which contain 
interesting physical and military evidence. The first one 
deals with the enigmatic report of the crash of an 
unknown object in the city of Dalnegorsk on the Pacific 
coast of the Soviet Union, while the following week we'll 
report on a recent radar-visual UFO incident which 
resulted in a military scramble alert by Soviet Air 
Defense forces. 

A detailed account of the series of complex UFO 
events registered in the city of Dalnegorsk during the 
past four years goes beyond the scope of this article. 
Nevertheless, the Dalnegorsk flap should be discussed 
because it contains some of the most extraordinary 
physical evidence collected so far anywhere in the world, 
and also because UFO sightings continue to be reported 
in this area to this day. Thanks to the assistance of 
Major (Ret.) Colman von Keviczky, director of the 
Queens-based ICUFON research group who has exten
sive contacts in the Soviet Union, this writer has 
obtained several reports of the Dalnegorsk incidents 
prepared by one of its principal investigators, Valeri 
Dvuzhilny, head of the Far Eastern Commission on 
Anomalous Phenomena. 

Even though the Commission has recorded numerous 
cases going back to the 1970s, it seems the most 
important incident so far was the crash of an unknown 
object on Dalnegorsk Hill 611 on january 29, 1986, at 
7:55 p.m. On that date, according to one of the reports 
by Dvuzhilny, "re5idents of the settlements observed a 
reddish-orange sphere the size of a half full moon, which 
flew from the southwest at 260 degrees. Its altitude was 
700-800 meters. The flight was parallel to the surface of 
the Earth, without the angles which are characteristic for 

· meteorites. The witnesses heard absolutely no noises. 
The calculated speed by chronometer was 15 meters per 
second. There was no change of direction or of altitude." 

The object then approached the lzvestkovaya moun
tain, or Hill 611, which has an elevation of 600 meters 
and is located at the center of the town. "The object 
made a dive and went at an angle of 60-70 degrees on 
the cliff ledge, where it 'fell' and burned for one hour," 
continues the report. "Some of the witnesses affirm that 
it rose and lowered itself six times, and that its light was 
intensified during its rise and weakened during its 
lowering," INuzhilny and his team arrived on the scene 
February 3, finding a number of physical traces, which 
included lead and iron balls, bits of glass, a fine mesh 
or netting, traces of high temperature activity, magnetic 
anomalies and damage to nearby trees and stumps. 

The materials have been analyzed by several 
laboratories from three Soviet academic centers and 11 
research institutes. The results, however, have proven to 

be highly enigmatic, leading Dvuzhilny and other 
scientists to conclude that the Dalnegorsk object was 
probably an aTtificial space probe of non-terrestrial 
origin. Aa:ording to one report published in the 
newspaper Socialist Industry, "In the scales [or meshl 
almost all the elements of the entire periodic table were 
found." Spectral analysis of the lead balls, for instance, 
showed that besides lead, these contained silicon (20 
percent), aluminum (10 percent), iron (15 percent), zinc 
(1.5 percent), titanium (2 percent), magnesium (1 percent) 
and silver (2 percent), as well as minute portions of 
copper, lantanium, praseodymium, calcium, sodium, 
vanadium, cerium, chrome, cobalt, nickel, and molyb
denum. 

The scales or mesh reacted in a very strange manner 
during the laboratory analysis. The Socialist Industry 
report said one of the scientists, A. Makeev, "presented 
the roentgenological structural analysis and showed that 
from one scale, after melting it in a vacuum, all of a 
sudden gold, silver, and nickel disappeared. But there 
appeared alpha-titanium and molybdenum. In another 
scale, the metals did not appear at all. And for some 
reason, after the heating, there appeared beryllium 
sulphide." 

There were still further surprises, such as "six areas 
of magnetized silica rock" (silica is a nonmagnetic 
material) found on the site. This and other results were 
published by A. Petukhov and T. Faminskaya, members 
of the Council of Scientific and Engineering Societies' 
Commission on Paranormal Events. "Vivid interest was 
also evoked by the mesh, a carbon-base composite of 
unknown origin," wrote Petukhov and Faminskaya. 
"The specimen was found to include quartz filaments 17 
microns thick, and golden wires inside each filament." 

Other anomalous effects included the blackened 
photos of Hill 611 taken by the researchers, and the 
biological effects on the researchers themselves. Accord
ing to Petukhov and Faminskaya, "the researchers 
working at the site showed changes in their blood (a 
reduced count of leucocytes and platelets, changes in the 
structure of erythrocytes) and sensory disturbances." 
Dvuzhilny described in more detail the medical investi
gation involving five researchers who spent considerable 
time at Hill 611, and a control group. 

All of this led some investigators to conclude that 
something alien had indeed crashed at Hill 611. V. 
Vysotsky, Doctor of Chemistry from Vladivostok, stated: 
"Undoubtedly, this is a high-technology product and not 
a thing of natural or terrestrial origin." Dvuzhilny 
proposed that it was "an automatic scout probe" of alien 
origin, and rejected the alternative hypothesis that it 
could have been a natural plasmoid. This hypothesis 
was proposed by a candidate of geological-mineralogical 
science, V.N. Salnikov. It was summarized by Yuri 
Rylkin, a phycisist with the Tomsk Polytechnical 
Institute, in a paper presented at the International UFO 
Congress in Frankfut in October of 1989. 

"The Dalnegorsk object," wrote Rylkin, "represents a 
plasma fonnation on the base of electromagnetical 
structure, called plasmoid, whose trajectory passed over 
geological breaking and parallel to high-voltage 
electrotransmission line. It is supposed that this 
plasmoid absorbed selectively some chemical elements, 
for example, the noble and rare metals. As Salnikov 
considers, such formations may be formed by 
litospherical waveguides, or may appear in anomalous 
stressed geophysical fields near geological breakings." 
We'll have more to say about these so-called plasmoids 

in this series' second 
part. 

V. DVlJ7JIIl.MY /D.lPON A1D1M1S 
ARTIST'S RENDmON OF A UFO emitting a brigltt beam of ligltt sun by vi/IQgm of Kllawlmlta 
on the ni81Jt of Noo. 28, 1987. Mt111Y other UFOs wert sun that ni«hl tucnmd Dabtegonlt ond 
~-

Still another hypoth
esis was offered by 
Y uri Platov, a senior 
researcher with the In
stitute of Earth Mag
netism, lonesphere and 
Radiowave Propa
gation of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences 
and a noted UFO 
skeptic. Platov main
tains that the 
Dalnegorsk phenom
enon "in reality was 
connected with the 
conduct of a technical 
experiment." I have 
seen no SUJ)p(rtive evi
dence to back that as
sertion, however . 
Dvw:hilny responds 

··t·•·••••••:·.···•···•·§,~.~······~z•••9~~et~k••••• 

Kurile 
Islands~ 

. ~ - rf 0 .« fl . ~ 

that there were no rocket launches and no civilian or 
military traffic over Dalnegorsk on that night. 

Sigbtings Continue 

Regardless of its ultimate origin. the crash on Hill 611 
was only the beginning of an intense UFO flap in 
Dalnegorsk that continues to this day. For instance, 
another report by Dvuzhilny indicates "on February 6, 
1986, eight days after the UFO crash, there appeared 
from the north two yellow globes at 8:30 p.m. They 
approached the crash spot, made four circles over it and 
disappeared with a flash." By and large, however, the 
largest display of UFOs in the Dalnegorsk and Primorye 
areas occurred on the night of Nov. 28, 1987. 

Again, according to one of Dvulzhiny's reports, "on 
Saturday November 28, 1987, 33 UFOs were flying at a 
low height over the Eastern coast of Primorye. Their 
flights took place between 9:10pm and midnight. They 
were of different shape: cylinders, cigars, globes. They 
were flying over five regions and twelve settlements. 
None of the witnesses claimed they had seen UFOs. 
They thought they saw aircraft crashing. All were 
surprised to hear no noise." 

Inquiries made by Dvuzhilny showed there had been 
no flights of civil or military aircraft at that time, and 
that no carrier-rockets had been launched from Soviet 
cosmodromes. Moreover, continued Dvuzhilny, "the 
objects observed had nothing in common with the effects 
of rocket launching that are quite different. They were 
not like fireballs, ball lightning or plasmoids." 

Further on, Dvuzhilny added that "out of the 33 UFOs, 
13 flew over Dalnegorsk." There were over 100 
witnesses, including military personnel, militia (police), 
border guards and sailors, as well as all kinds of civilian 
workers, who were questioned by the Far Eastern 
Commission. Finally, reports Dvuzhilny, "those objects 
caused a two minute cutting-off of HF [high frequency] 
circuits of TV, telegraph and other appliances. Com
puters w~e cut off, their programs spoiled. All that was 
due to powerful electromagnetic fields of UFOs (cover, 
engines) reaching hundreds and thousands of KWs." 

Many other sightings have occurred in Dalnegorsk. 
According to the Far Eastern Commission, 45 UFOs 
were registered in 1987, 15 in 1988, and 32 in 1989 (up 
to the month of july). Nor have the sightings been 
restricted to Dalnegorsk alone. Other cases have been 
reported near the larger city of Vladivostok. These 
include a close encounter involving two separate cars on 
September 17, 1988, where one of the drivers seemed to 
lose control of his car; and a second, undated, event 
reported by the Krasnoye Znamia (Red &nner) news
paper, about a whole section of Vladivostok being 
illuminated between 2 and 4 a.m. by a light beam from 
an unseen source. Because of the late hour, only a few 
people who were not asleep observed the phenomenon. 
Interestingly, similar occurrences of an unknown light 
beam illuminating a city have been reported a few times 
in the city of Arica in the northern tip of Chile. 

Copyright 1990, f. Antonio Huneeus 

]. Antonio Huneeus is a free/ana sciena writer wlw has 
written for publications in North and South America. 
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l Soviet Press Airs Startling UFO Evidence from Military Sources 
'B Second in a two-part series. 
·; Last week we revealed how the Soviet Union is 

00 
experiencing an intense UFO wave and how, due to 

QJ glasnost, what was once a forbidden subject is now 
~ covered in detail by the Soviet press. Even cases 
·~ involving the Soviet military are now reaching the 
~ public. 

t:lG On Sept. 30, 1989, the newspaper Sotsialisticheskaya 
lndustriya (Socialist Industry) quoted Anatoliy Listratov, 

~ chairman of the anomalous phenomena section of the 
~ All-Union Astronomical and Geodesic Society, that 
§ "Soviet military officers and pilots had recently started 

:1:: providing some documentation on UFO sightings." That 
and similar articles were translated by the U.S. 

< government's Foreign Broadcast Information Service 
t:lG (FBIS). An FBIS "Foreign Press Note" entitled "USSR: 
u Media Report Multitude of UFO Sightings" was dated 

Nov. 22, 1989. 
~ The article described one of the most serious UFO 
~ injury cases ever reported, involving the scramble of two 
~ Soviet jets over the city of Borisov in Byelorussia: "The 

;::: crews of two Soviet aircraft reported seeing a large 
flying disk in their vicinity with five ~s of lights 

~ emanating from it: three beams were directed toward the 
~ ground and two were projected upward when the object 

1 
was first sighted. The ground controller instructed one 
of the planes to alter its course and approach the object, 

~ at which point the disk flew to the same level and aimed 
one of its beams at the approaching Soviet plane, 

~ illuminating the cockpit." 
:e The pilot's log stated, "At this time, the copilot was 

at the controls. He observed the maneuver that the object 
~ had just carried out and was able to raise his hand to 
z shield himself from the unbearable light. The aircraft 

commander was resting in the adjoining seat, and a 
~ bright ray of light, projecting a spot with a diameter of 
=:1 20 centimeters, passed across his body. Both pilots felt 
H heat." 
~ 

One Injured, Another Dead 

Both crewmen later became "invalids," the article said. 
"The copilot was forced to leave his job due to a sudden 
deterioration in his health, including the onset of sudden 
prolonged periods of 'loss of consciousness.' The aircraft 
commander died within a few months. The cause of 
death was listed as 'cancer' and 'injury to the organism 
as a result of radiation from an unidentified flying 
object' was listed as a contributing factor on the official 

SOVIET MIG-25 Foxbat interceptor. 

medical record in the hospital where the commander 
died." 

This is not the only military UFO incident to be 
reported in the Soviet press. In an unprecedented 
statement published in Rabochaya Tribuna on April 19, 
General of Aviation Igor Maltsev, chief of the Main Staff 
of Air Defense Forces, openly discussed a radar-visual 
and jet scramble incident on the Pereslavl-Zalesskiy 
region, east of Moscow, on the night of March 21. This 
article was also translated by FBIS and leaked to some 
American ufologists. We have also secured a Russian 
copy of the article entitled "UFOs on Air Defense 
Radars." 

Due to its importance we shall quote Gen. Mliltsev's 
statement in full. He said: "I am not a specialist on UFOs 
and therefore I can only correlate the data and express 
my own supposition. According to the evidence of these 
eyewitnesses, the UFO is a disk with a diameter from 
100 to 200 meters. Two pulsating lights were positioned 
on its sides. When the object flew in a horizontal plane 
the line of the lights was parallel to the horizon. During 
vertical movement it rotated and was perpendicular to 
the gorund. Moreover, the object rotated around its axis 
and performed an 'S-turn' flight both in the horizontal 
and vertical planes. Next, the UFO hovered over the 
ground and then flew with a speed exceeding that of the 
modern jet fighter by 2 or 3 times. All of the observers 
noticed that the flight speed was directly related to the 
flashing of the side lights: the more often they flashed, 
the higher the speed. 

"The objects flew at altitudes ranging from 1,000 to 
7,000 meters. The movement of the UFOs was not 
accompanied by sound of any kind and was dis-

tinguished by its startling maneuverability. It seemed 
the UFOs were completely devoid of intertia. In other 
words, they had somehow 'come to terms' with gravity. 
At the present time, terrestrial machines could hardly 
have any such capabilities. The object was oJ?served as 
a 'pip' from a radar target on the screens of aircraft 
radar sights and on the screens of several electronic 
surveillance sub-units. One station did not establish an 
observation." 

Rabocluzya Tribuna also said unit commanders 
compiled "more than 100 visual observations" and 
passed them on to Gen. Maltsev. Lt. Col. A.A. 
Semenchenko "received the command to go on an alert 
exercise" at 21:38 hours. "I received my task of detecting 
and identifying a target at an altitude of 2000 meters," 
he reported. He established visual contact, although "the 
target did not respond to the 'identify, friend or foe,' 
request." Considering the Borisov incident, it is interest
ing to note his comment, "with the permission of the 
command post, I locked my sights onto the radiation 
after checking to be sure that the weaponry was 
switched off." The paper also published the testimonies 
of four captains and a radar post as well as a 
photograph taken of the Yaroslavskiy Highway. 

A 'Victory' for UFO Buffs 

The newspaper editors commented, "UFO enthusiasts 
can celebrate a victory. It is the first time that the 
military so openly and impressively witness on behalf of 
'flying saucers.' Especially pleasing is the fact that the 
disclosure was made by air defense representatives, 
people who possess unique technical possibilities for 
observations. Maybe now they will disclose past secrets, 
legends of which are very popular. Let us hope that the 
present publication is a good occasion for further 
disclosures.'' 

The editors went on to say that these incidents 
"demolish a hypothesis which relate UFOs to 
atmospheric phenomena.'' This is particularly interest
ing since in june of 1989, the official Soviet Military 
Review published an article on "UFOs and Security," 
which concluded that UFOs were most likely related to 
"certain plasma formations." 

]. Antonio Huneeus is a freelance science wn"ter who has 
written for publications in North and South America. 
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SECOND CROP OF 
CIRCLES 'WORK 

OF PRANKSTERS' 
New clue 
• • 1n r1ngs 
mystery 

By SAMANTHA 
POWELL 

A MYSTERIOUS for
mation of patterns in a 
Hampshire field is the 
work of another form of 
intelligence - a researcher 
claimed today. 

Pat Delgado. an expert on 
the strange circles, said new 
patterns which have appeared 
for the first time in the Win
chester area put paid to more 
conventional scientific expla
nations of the phemomenon. 

He believes the new patterns. 
which are distinguished by join
ing ··pathways·· and rectangular 
shapes. are an attempt by another 

~~~~0~ft~n:~~\fence to <kaw at-

'"The answer to it is beyond the 
realms of orthodox physics.·· said 
Mr. Delgado. a retired NASA 
radar expert. 

He explained: "The patterns 
are created by an energy that we 
are not familiar with and don't 
understand. This energy is regu
lated hy quite a high intelligence, 
becau~ of the beautiful symme
!~:.~.d complexity of the pat-

He said of the creators: "I just 
happen to think they are atten
tion getters. They are asking pee>-

pie to take note of these fonna
tions. 

"So many hundreds of thou
sands of people are interested 
and talking about it -it's actually 

wo~~~~-~~ researcher Dr Terence 
Meaden claimed at a scientific 
conference this month that the 
circles were cau~d by downward 
columns of spinning air. with 
possible buildups of electric 
charges. 
· Some explanations suuest 
they may be the result of super
natural forces, landing sites for 
flying saucers, or the work of 
hoaxers. 

But Mr. Delgado. who has 
studied the phenomena for more 
than I 0 years. said the fonnation 
of rectangles. joining lines and 
sema-carcles. was a stumbling 
block. 

"These latest patterns are en
tirely new, they have never been 
seen before. They"re going to 
have the whirlwind and plasma 
vortex theorists 111nning around 
lake headless chickens." 

And Mr. DeiB-Sdo believes his 
own explanataon is not so 
strange. "Are we so arropnt that 
we think weare the only fonn of 
antelhgence an the universe?"' he 
asked . 

A FORTNIGHT after eight circles appeared overnight in a cornfield at 
~ BickiDKtoa., five more circles were discovered less than a mile away. 

Experts still kcepina an 
~ open mind on the oriainal whirlwinds nearly always 
:::l circles at Little Chipley appear on flat lanc1. It is 
"" fann, are vinually certain unusual for them to tum 

Saturday's find is the work up on sloping fields as they 
of pranksters. have in these instance~,' 

] They also believe that sai~~~':'~f~~ie at Yeo 
CO the latest discovery in a Fann is 22ft in diameter 
~ field at Yeo Fann, within a and the four smaller ones 
1::: few yuds of the Newton 
~ Abbot _ Ashbunon road, are in the 8ft to 13ft range. 

has thrown doubt on au- Saltash ufolosist Mrs 
ClG thenticity of the first group Marilyn Preston-Evans 
~ of symmetrical circles. was at the scene at Jpm on 
tn f Saturday but is convinced 

~ Wra~o~ ron Mw~~ o~~ th~ft w~= a f~oa;-~ conve-
~ the latest find was made, nient to be genuine circles. 

~ ~:s h~rk~t!:Je~~ :~:~~:::::::::~=/~~::::=~ 
'Some say it is whirtwinds, 

z others say it is mqnetic 
~ pulls from the earth, but I 
_ am yet to be convinced. 
~ 'Our postman told us 
b there were circles down 
1-1 there when he arrived on 
:E Saturday and by the time I 

went to have a look several 
passers-by had been in the 
field and' there were foot
prints joinins the circles. 

'Some of the com was 
still standina in the circles, 
they were not symmetrical 
and the large one did not 
appear to be entirely round 
and tbe smaller ones were 
differenl liz.ca ud were 
not evenly spaced. 

'By what I hear, circles 
that have been fonned by 

Author's 
warning 

A WARNING .. ,...,ae .. 
tab can w._ ...... .. __ drda_ ....... , _ 

WrUJ IIJ Mr r.t DeipM, 
jelat aatllor of Clle lllnt
••111•1 lloolk 'Circala r 
Erilleece.' 
Mr DelpM.el~ 

"-,ulre. • rettr.l electlo
-'-'cal nP-r ..... ..... -.--., 
NASA ... _... •tlle 
o.e, Tndllal SCadea at 
Aaatnlla'• w-. ._.... 
~~aap,..wnw-. ....... &Ma_,,..... ........ 
10ae lato tile• u• felt 
--sortallle. 

n.e, .... ~ ... 
ftrJ lnttaWe ... .... ,.. 
..-eeyealfdleJwere-l
dn to Clle 8CIIIIIirM net'17 
••cteraa Ia tile ••••l•e 
drda ........... ,., ........ ...... t.._..-.e~~e, 
• ••UIIj uke• for .......... 

circles phenomena whicb 
have been found all over 
the world with over I ,000 
reported in the past 
decade. 

Balloon 

Scientists are adamant 
that the genuine circles are 
fonned by a plasma vorta 
which corkscrews into the 
ground and can occur on 
hot days which are fol
lowed by particularly cold 
nights. 

One person who is con
vinced he knows the an
swer is the chainnan of the 
Monster Raving Loony 
Pany, Coun Alan Hope, of 
Ashbunon, 'You have to 
look no further than a hot 
air balloon,' he said. 

'When it landed the ba~ 
ket created the large circle 
in the centre and the bal
lasts on the balloon caused 
the smaller circles around 
the outside,' said Coun 
Hope, landlord of the 
Golden Lion Hotel, Ash
burton, a few miles from 
Bickington. 

Back to earth. If the cir
cles at Bickington are the 
work of pranksters it must 
result in a lot of wasted 
time for expens. It is also 
costly for farmers 
involved. 

Real scientisc.t studyiq 
the circles always obtain 
pennission tim befQn: en~ 
tering the field, and an ap
peal is reiterated for p»
ple not to go into the fields 
and possibly damage 
crops . 
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Spaceships paying regular visits, 
UFO specialists claim 

C Editor's Note: Artic les from 
the Northern News Service are · 
taken from newspapers from 
nations around the north, trans· 
lated and distributed by the 
Novosti Press Agency In Mos
cow. The Dally News publishes 
them to give readers a view of 
issues peculiar to northern ar
eas and as a view of how the 
news is reported In other na
tions. 

ByYEVGENIBUGAYENKO 
Northern News Service 

In Khabarovsk in the 
evening of March 21, 1990, 
bright red spheres stole 
across the horizon and dart
ed above the ice-bound 
Amur River. According to 
witnesses, they kept strict 
distance. They arrived in 
force, say militiamen who 
saw the UFOs and tried to 
videotape them. As always 
in such cases, the video ran 
erratically and through in
terference, and that was how 
Khabarovsk television ex
plained the flickering and 
flashing image. 

Witnesses were many. Nu
merous telephone calls came 
to the militia and city execu
tive committee offices and 
military headquarters. Hos
pital No. 10 called for help : 
The cigar-shaped object 
which hovered above it 
caused panic among the pa
tients and personnel. The 
militia patrol car hurried to 
the scene. Spotting it on the 
highway, the UFO took off. 

That was not all. Accord
ing to a witness, he and his 

NORTHERN NEWS 
wife were out for a walk in 
the evening and saw a low
flying "saucer" with a 
bright surface and running 
lights all along the board . 
The UFO was restless and 
its nose now dipping, now 
rising. 

The sensational news 
came from a woman crimi
nal inspector. On the day 
after, she reported an extra
terrestrial visiting her while 
she was watching a TV film 
at night . Interference choked 
the screen . Then a breeze 
seemed to push aside the 
curtain and a tall creature in 
a "lustrous suit" with enor
mous shining eyes and arms 
which reached below his 
knees entered . He held an 
oblong object in his hand . 
Small wonder the criminal 
inspector blacked out , seeing 
the heavenly visitor. Re
markably, in the morning 
the balcony door knob was 
electrified and the dog 
whined incessantly. 

The Suvorovski Natisk 
daily (the Far Eastern Mili
tary District organ), which 
never published untrustwor
thy reports, came up with 
the following. Asked if the 
radars had spotted the 
UFOs, the anti-aircraft de
fense headquarters spokes
man said: "On March 21, the 
UFO was observed moving 
100-120 meters above 
ground. It was a black cigar
shaped object 50 meters in 
length. In its rear part, a 
ruby glow was seen. The 

information was phoned in 
by the duty officer. Our ra
dars spotted nothing." 

Flying saucers are flying 
above the Far East accord
ing to a timetable, special
ists maintain. I leafed 
through the newspaper files 
for regularly published re
ports on UFOs . On Oct. 2, 
saucer-like, ellipse-shaped 
objects up to 10 meters in 
length were seen flying in 
broad light above the river 
near the Verkhnaya :Manama 
village. The sky became a 
rosy tint . Children ran 
about, crying "Extraterres
trials have come. " 

In Troitski-on-Amur, Na
nai National District center, 
many saw a mysterious phe
nomenon at around 11 p.m. 
Three bright beams cut the 
sky and then merged into 
one, which gradually faded 
in the dark . 

Last January, inhabitants 
of the Tumnin village in the 
taiga on the Sea of Okhotsk 
saw a huge spherical gondo
la-shaped body, which slow
ly drifted to the southeast. 
There were no clouds . 
Weathermen made an entry 
in the log, which contains 
many such entries : "Red, 
yellow and green luminous 
spheres observed in the 
sky;" "an isolated large lu
minous object arrived from 
beyond the horizon and hov
ered above the village cen
ter;" "on November 29, an 
unidentified oval object hov
ered above the village and 
erilihed three colour beams, 
lighting the ground." 

The daily Magadanskaya 
Pravda appealed to its read
ers to establish a UFOlo
gists' society. The daily So
vetskaya Chukotka devotes 
an entire page to extrater
restrials . Khabarovsk televi
sion has shown two 90-min
ute "UFO Mysteries" round 
tables. 

The mysteries are many. 
Trustworthiness and objec
tivity of observations cannot 
be always verified . In most 
cases, television and photo 
cameras fail when it comes 
to filming UFOs. But there 
are irrefutable proofs, which 
only make scientists shrug. 
The breath-taking one is the 
Dalnegorsk phenomenon. 

On the fringes of Dalne
gorsk (a city in the Far East) 
four years ago, a spaceship 
had an accident on Height 
611. According to witnesses, 
it happened at 5:55 p.m. The 
low-flying reddish sphere 
was moving noiselessly to
wards Height 611. Reaching 
it, the sphere went down, 
then up and again down, 
eventually catching fire. 
Aflame, it made six at
tempts to take off. One hour 
later it slowly rose and flew 
away. 

Expeditions from the Far 
Eastern Scientific Center 
and other notable institu
tions inspected the site. 
Opinions differ. Enthusiast 
Valeri Dvuzhilni, who was a 
teacher when the accident 
happened and now heads the 
anomalous phenomena com
mission Far Eastern group 
of the Academy of Sciences' 

GAZETTE, Eastbourne, England - July 4, 1990 CR: T. Good 

COULD THERE be a link between an an
cient death cult and the mysterious out
break of crop circles? 

A local man believes there is. 
The strange phenomena has baffled sclentlata 

and has spawned theories ranging from UFO's tq 
mini-whirlwinds. 
The appearance of five 

circles In a cornfield near 
Altrlston three years ago 
heightened local Interest 
in the mysterious 
appearances. 

While experts gathered 
In Oxford last week for 
the first International 
conference to discuss the 
·ctrcles-etfect'. David Tilt 
was out and about In· 
vestlgaUng thla year'a 
bumper crop of circles In 
flelda In Hampahlre and 
Wllt.hire. 

He Is a member of the 
newly-formed Circle• 
lnve~~tlgatlon Group and 
waa one ot the reeearch 
team who worked with 
Colin Andrews, co-writer 
of "Circular Evidence .· 

Mr rut. of Hlndover 
Road. Seatord, hu been 
researching the problem 
tor nearly a decade . 

And he believe• the key 
to thi8 perplexing ques
tion Uea In a vast pre
historic energy circuit. 

He haa traced a com
plex web of energy - or 
ley linea - running 

=-ff:uthe ~~le~u~t~ 
ancient graves and atone 
circles or hence• . 

CHARLOTTE DAY 
talka to • loc8l ....... 
who is invastigllting 
.... phel.om... ol 

crop circles 

:t.lr Tilt, a member of 
the Brltlllh Society of 
Dowsers. patnataklngly 
plotted the linea between 
lites ualng a aet of 
divining roda . 

:t.loet people auoclate 
dowsing with water 
divining, he l&ld, but It 
can be used for anything 
and he uae1 the technique 
to detect archaeological 
sltea. 

He stumbled on the 
aeedl of his theory while 
dowstnc Roman and 
Saxon ditches on 
farmland near Alclat.on In 
11183. 

There he discovered a 
aeries of energy linea 
radiating In all directions, 
Indicating an unuaual 
archaeolortcalalte. 

He traced one Une to a 
mound In a churchyard 

~:r~~~~~~ear:ailiw~: 
tumull, long barrowa and 
other chureh mounds. 

He 1ald, 
atartled me becauae I 
thought It was natural 
thlnp we were dowatng 
and went over the whole 
area again and found out 
what It wu. It wu 
obvloualy a henge alte .' 

Using hla dowsing roda, 
he plotted the whole area 
and then aearched each 
aectlon In detail, pegging 
It out and noting patterns. 

Said :t.lr Tilt, "The reault 
wu very lntereatin&'. a 
henge which had been 
conatructed on a 
geological pattern of 
energy Unea.' 

He mapped eight 
energy Unea radiating out 
from the centre point 
whJch appear to have 
been tapped In numerical 
sequence and lead to 118 
pita dowsed around the 
perimeter ot the ldte. 

'Mini-whirlwinds? 
It's just not on' 

A large square shape at 
the centre features a 
ground pattern of squares 
and diamonds marking 
the tapping polnta and he 
believes these were 
ahallow pita which could 
have had a decorative 
tunctlon. 

Said Mr rut, 'My re
search al8o Indicate• that 
all of the altea, hengea, 
moundl and atone ctrclea 
were constructed In re
lation to underground 
water and llnked with 
enerBYUnea.' 

:t.lr rut bellevu tile 
electro-magnetic force
fteld created by water, 
combined with the pre
aence ot underground 
quartz depoalta holdl the 
anawer to the appearance 
ot the myatery clrclea. 

H1l theory Ia that lunar 
rravttetlonal eftecta on 
the water and land mau 
and a build up ot elec
trical charge from the 
quartz produce periodic 
energy dlacharfu. 

'TheM appear to be the 
principle cauae of 
circular neld tracea.' 

When thla happens, air 

which Ia normally 1'11111· 
conducting become• a 
conductor becauae ot the 
•tron& electrical fteld and 
create• an electric wind. 

Thla not only cauaea the 
clrde~~ at the benge alte 
but can have an overfiow 
effect creating aliter 
ctrclea elawhere. 

He laid, 'There Mama 
UtUe doubt the eneriY 
IYitem Ia the work ol a 
prlelthood. 

'The dlacovery at .tone 
circle 1ltea of rravea, 
each with a Une of energy 
IOini Into tt. lmply a 

&~~~~ul~:~ 
dead. 

'It Ia poulble that they 
poaaeaaed aome extra. 
ordinary knowledge and It 
wu Menu a llte-force. 

'The Idea that the 
clrclea are anything to do 
with whlrlwlndl or me
teorological phenomena 
just Ia not on. 

'I'm 100 per cent certain 
that the energy Unea and 
the energy ay1tem are 
Involved In the creation of. 
crop ctrclea. • 

Siberian branch, giv<'s the 
following facts, Instrumenb 
registered six anom a lo u ::, 
points on the site . Strange 
iron and lead drops and 
welded, not charred, pieces 
of wood were found. Atop 
the hill extraordinary ·find s 
were discovered. . 

Firstly, the "grid,·· which 
no one can explain what it 
is. Scientists from the Insti 
tute of Chemistry say, "We 
don 't know how this sub
stance was formed . Nothing 
like it exists . •· Anothe r my s
tery is the quartz-sheathed 
gold thread 17 mi cron s 
(three times less than hnm;m 
hair) in diameter. 

Three days after thP rw ci 
dents, scientists rose to the 
hill , where they los t com·di 
nation and fell down . They 
all registered unexplain a biP 
changes in the blood ;, n cf 
high blood pressure. 

Explanation s of th ese 
mysteries also are m a n v . 
Dvuzhilni cites dozens ~ f 
other anomalous phenom en a 
which occurred above the 
Far Eastern taiga. For exam
ple, on the night of Nov. 28-
29, 1987, 33 UFOs were seen. 
Thirteen UFOs passed above 
Dalnegorsk. Five of them 
hovered and searched the 
earth with their bea m s 
while the other four neV.: 
above Height 611 between 10 
p.m. and 2 a.m . 

Too fantastic? But then 
again time will tell. 

0 Yevgeni Bugayenko is a No
vosti correspondent. 

Outback~ 
Martian ~ . 

r1ngs 
ridd le 

MELBOURNE: Re-" 
searchers have found ~ 
weird, unexplained en 
markings in Australia rt 
which bear an uncanny ~ 
likeness to unidenti- t-' 

fled patterns on Mars. ~· 

They are some 400 mysteri
ous rings on 60 square ki- c... 
lometres of Mallee land C:: 
in north-"1\est Victoria. ~ 

The UFO Research Society -..c 
plans to carry out tests on " 
the "ring phenomenon". t-' 

"' "' 0 
Society researcher John 

Auchettl said most of the 
rings " ·ere spotted on the 
ground although some n 
formed three--dimensional ~ 
patterns in the air. 

He said they were found by ~ 
chance while checking 12 
sites where wheat had :Z: 
been flattened in a circu- g 
Jar pattern. ~ 

"\Vheal rings" are areas ::l 
where " ·heal is bent but 
not damaged and " ·here 
the magnetic characteris
tics of the soil are altered 
and the ground com
pressed to the hardness of 
a brick, Mr Auchettl said. 

A special camera which 
took layered pictures from 
the ground surface to 600 
metres found sets of Ja,·-
ers of rings. · 

lie said the society found 
79 rings in a one square 
kiloml·tre paddnck, some 
as big as 35 ml"lrc~ in 
diameter. 

And the society drew an ee
rie parallel " ·ith markings 
spotted on Mars. 
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DAILY MIRROR, London, England - July 26, 1990 CR: C. Humphreys 

Revealed - secret of new magic circles 

THE PATTERNS: Six circles that appeared in the cornfield yesterday- and excited the researchers 

NORTH-WEST STAR, ML. I sa, Queensland, Aust ralia - Jul y 25, 1990 

UFO made travellers 
stop, look and listen 

An unidentified flying object ny -looking ligh t ," Mr Edward~ "Before it took o il, I got out 
wa~ ~een on the Mount lsa to ~aid. of the car to have a look at it and 

c Camooweal ~ection of the Ba rk ly "I have never seen a wh ite it moved and sort of hung there, 
~ Highway on Monday night. light like it before . I have seen hot then that's when it took off. 
'"' Ray and Julie-An ne Edwards metal, but this was brighter." "I have seen Min Mi n Ligh t~ 
0 of Camooweal were d riving home They had stopped the car to before and this wa~ different . It 

:z: from a ,hopping trip to Mount ha wa tch the object, and h:pt it in was green and up in the air." 
C.: when the) ~aw the object. sight for five minute~. before it Mr Edward> >aid he had not 

Mr Edwards ~aid that at took o ff . been drinking at the time and hi~ 
6.35 pm he and his wife had been He ~aid it had no t made any wife did not drink at all. 

e3 about 90 to IOOkm from Mount sound at all, a~ it moved off to Hi' wik u~ually had a camera 
l ~a. v.hcn they ,aw a >au~age- the nort h . in the car, but Jiu nut have it with 
,hap..:d object, which appeared to " It looked about a loot lonl' , 
be about a foot long, from whcr..: shaped like a ~ausage, and it went her on Mo_!lday night. 
they could ~ec it. down 10 a pinhead siLe in no '<:c- He ~aid two other cars had 

He '>aid that in the twilight, it ond'>," he ~aid. aha ,topped, '0 other people had 
was difficult to '>ee the detail of "It went north, toward the abo Sl'<.:n the object. 
the object. Gulf, between Darwin and Nor- Sergeant Mick Broun of Moun t 

It had a number ,>f green manton direction . lsa Po lice 'aid ye,terday &at pol-
light'>. and one large, very bright, " I don't th1nk a ny plane mauc i:ce had n'-'l ~any~ of 
"'hitc hght. could ever mat..e that ~pc:ed, anu ~ightinp of an u111Ucntified !lying 

·· 11 wa' a real big white, fun - with no noi~e . object. 

• Jokers run ring.& 
around exaens 

By SYDNEY YOUNG 

THEY emerged from the darkness at dawn yester
day ... the latest mysterious circles in a field of corn. 

But in the harsh light of day the s h a p es were exposed 
as a sham - a hoax by jokers out t o run rings around excited 
researchers. 

An ouija board was found in each of the six circles. with electrical wire and 
wooden crosses nearby. 

And glum Mr Pat Delgado. au thor of a book on the phenomenon of the 
ever-increasing circles, admitted he was ··totally disappointed ... Pat and other 
experts had kept watch for five days on this field below the White Horse 
landmark at Bratton, Wilts. in a study called Operation Blackbird. 

And before daybreak yesterday they gasped in astonishment as a trian 
gle of glowing orange 
lights hovered over the 
com. 

Could this be eYidence 
that the hundreds of cir- ' 
des dotted around Wilt
shire and Ha mpshire were 
mode by visitors ~ outer 
space? 

Amazing 
Operation spok e s 

woman Petta Simmons 
hailed " an amazing 
event ". 

She announced: " We 
are studying films and 
collating data we have 
collected." 

But before long the 
researchers found that 
they had been tricked. 

Petta's colleague Colin 
Andrew said bitterly: ''This 
hoax was totally irrespon
sible -only funny for about 
ten seconds." 

lie Sii.fd hlB suspicions 
were aroused when a 
plane appeared over the 
site as they examined 
the evidence. 

THE CLUES: A wooden cross and ouija board 

A local landowner said 
t hat young farmers 
might be to blame for 
the circles. rough-edged 
creations compar ed to 
smooth patterns seen 
elsewhere. 

The ories i n clude 
whirlwinds. electrical in
terference and even sex
mad hedgehogs runni~ 
i n ever-decr easing cir
cles. 

Visitors 
Some punters are bet

ting £100 a time on the 
culprits being crea tures 
from another planet. 

He reckons that crops 
are growing too quickly 
and falling over because 
they have been fed with 
over-rich manure. 

Interest in the circles 
is helping to make fa rm
ers rich. too. 

They are charging visi
tors £I to look at the circles 
on their land. One ha s made 
£1 ,000. The com is turning 
to gold. 

But i nvest igations 
continue into the cause 
of all the other circles 
baffling international 
scientists. 

One farmer 's explana
tion is down to earth . 
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More mystery 
circles appear 

MORE of the myste ry 
circles which have been 
baffling experts have ap
peared near a South 
Devon village . 

The first of the strange 
rings appeared about two 
weeks ago in a field near 
Bickington . 

Now more have appeared 
in a cornfield ne a r the 
Dartmoor Halfway Inn on the 
Newton Abbot to Ashburton 
Road . 

"It's most strange ," said 
the landlady of the pub, Mar
lene Huggins . " They weren"t 
there one night but our chef, 
Ian Davey . spotted them on 
his way m to work in the 
morning." 

One large perfectly formed 
ring with four smaller ones 
can be seen in the cornfield 
which is just off the road. 

"'There are no footprints in 

the field so I've no idea how 
the circles got the re,.. said 
Mrs Huggins. 

" l"m not convinced by anv 
of the explanations that· have 
been given ." 

Everyth ing from UFOs to 
mm1 hurricanes have been 
gm:n as causes of the str ;mg~ 
phenomenon which i~ batnmg 
experts nationw1de. 

The la test field to be at
tracting thc1r attent1on , h.:
longs to farmer Mr C,>lm 
Wrayford . 

Explanation 

Hi s moth e r B araha r a 
thought the explanatJon wa~ 
an earthly one . 

" I think it's probably Scale 
Hayne stude nts havmg a 
prank!" she laughed . 

But the agricultural colkge 
has denied all knowledge So 
the mystc: ry linge r~ on . 
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NEWS, Pretoria, South Africa - May 22, 1990 CR: D. Powell/G. Conway 
Sapa-Reuter 

Moscow 
THE Soviet Union will over
come its economic crisis within 
five years, possibly helped by 
beings who circle the earth in 
flying saucers, according to the 
400-year-old Russian Order of 
Wizards. 

Red wizards look 
to UFOs for help 

sov as an intelligent, well
dressed tee-totaller, far re
moved from the evil old 
wizards with gloomy faces who 
frequent the books of Russian 
fairX tales . 

Imost mevitably, the inter
view turned to flying saucers, a 
favourite topic among Russians 
who were transfixed by reports 
that pistol-packing three-eyed 
aliens had landed in the south
ern city of Voronezh last year. 

The Order is so determined 
to spread the word that it has 
appointed its first Press officer. 

economy. charlatans and semi-literate 
grandmothers who are ready to 
do things for large amounts of 
money," he said. 

In a long interview with the 
Communist Party daily, Pravda 
- published on Sunday - the 
Press officer; Mr Yuri Tarasov, 
said the Soviet people should 
be patient and let the govern
ment sort out the ailing 

Mr Tarasov took pains to 
portray the Order as a serious 
scientific body far removed 
from the hordes of faith healers 
and magicians who have sur-· 
faced since Soviet President, 
Mr Mikhail Gorbachev encour
aged the media to be more 
open. 
· "We are seriously worried 
by the appearance of masses of 

Russians are notoriously su
perstitious and faith healers, 
Mr Anatoly Kashpirovsky and 
Mr Allan. Chumak regularly at
tracted many millions of view
ers when they had their own 
television shows last year. 

Pravda described Mr Tara-

Mr Tarasov said: "Flying 
saucers do not come from outer 
space, but are manned by rep
resentatives from a parallel civ
ilisation here on earth, which is 
much more advanced than we 
are ." 

~ Soviet defense unit 
o.J 

~ 

~ scrambles to check 
: sightings of UFOs 
a-
--...; Pilots, radar spot 'flying saucers' 
-"' By David Wood 
~ Newhouse News Service 

:I 

" 
WASHINGTON- The Cold War 

may be over, but the Soviet Union's 
military air defenses are struggling 

:;;j with a new threat: an apparent 
invasion by nying saucers. 

Dozens of sightings of unidentified 
. ~ nying objects - disk-shaped space
~ craft with blinking lights and perform
o ing impossibly high-speed maneuvers 
f - have been recounted in the past 

few months, including eyewitness 
u reports from Soviet interceptor pilots 
~ that reportedly have been corrobo
- rated by surveillance radar. 
§:: "I am not a specialist on UFOs, 
~ and, therefore, I can only correlate the 

data and express my own supposi· 

0~ tion," said Gen. Igor Maltscv, chief of 
the main staff of the Air Defense 

~ Forces. 
~ And what is Maltsev's supposition? 

That UFOs exist · and are piloted by 
extraterrestrials, he indicated in an 
interview with a Moscow Communist 
Party newspaper, Rabochaya Tribuna. 

And they may not be friendly. 
Vladimir Akhaltsev was driving his 
milk tanker truck one night in May 
when he noticed a shining ball 
following him. He tried to outrun it, 
gunning his rig to 60 mph on the 
twisting road several hundred miles 
south of Moscow before the UFO 
gave up the chase. 

Farmers who also saw the shining 
ball were said by the local newspaper 
to have demanded, "If thirsty human
oids steal our driver, who is going to 
deliver the milk?" 

Other Soviet reports, monitored 
and distributed wi thout comment by 
the U.S. Air Force's Technical !dor· 
mation Division and by the State 
Department, have UFOs sniffing 
around politically restive Estonia, 
probing wi th mysterious light rays a 
buried gas pipeline in Siberia, and 
hovering over the village of Dalne
go r~ k in the eastern Soviet Union . 

The So,icts, a deeply superstitious 
people with a historic mistrust of 
fomgners, have a ready explanation: 
Space aliens, perhaps running out of 
supplies at home, are after their 
nat ural resources. 

Whatever their purpose, reports of 
alien visits are exhaustively checked 
by the Soviets' elite Air Defense 
Forces, which operates the military's 
most sophisticated aircraft and the 
most powerful system of ground-based 
surveillance radar networks in the 
world. 

The Soviet air-defense unit has had 
a bad case of the jitters since 1987, . 
when a 19-year-old West German on 
a lark new a single-engine Cessna 
unmolested through 400 miles of 
Soviet airspace before buzzing Presi· 
dent Gorbachev's Kremlin office and 
touching down in Red Square. 

Today, with those unpredictable 
Americans nying around in "Stealth" 
aircraft, no general or lowly radarman 
is going to overlook an unexplained 
radar blip or ignore a hysterical phone 
call. 

An example is the call from several 
Soviet policemen who breathlessly 
reported last spring that they had 
been shadowed by "two disk-shaped 
UFOs" near Krasnoyarsk. 

Or, the ominous report from Maj. 
V. Stroynebkiy, who along with 
"several hundred other witnesses" 
claimed to have seen numerous 
blinking, iridescent UFOs cavorting 
over a highway outside Moscow. 

Soviet Lt. Col. A.A. Semenchenko 
was properly cautious when he and 
other pilots recently were sent aloft to 
check out a UFO at 6,000 feet over 
Pereslavl-Zalesskiy, a city northeast of 
Moscow, according to after-action 
reports released by Maltsev and 
published by Rabochaya Tribuna. 

" I visually detected the target, 
designated by two flashing white 
lights, at 2205 hours," Semenchenko 
reported. 

Capt. V. Birin said the object 
"looked like a nying saucer with two 
,·ery bright lights along the edges." 

In confirmation, ground-control 
radar said, "At 2203 hours, a fighter 
aircraft appeared in the field of 
observation. . . . While the fighter 
was approaching the object, the latter 
disappeared." 

Capt. V. lvchenko and other pilots 
said the UFO's lights nashed more 
quickly as the spacecraft accelerated. 

WESTERN EVENING HERALD, Plymouth, 
England - July 2, 1990 CR: T. Good 
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~UFO 'shot 
1 down by 
~ . 
i Russians' 
Cl 
0 From GRAHAM LEES 

in Munich 1 ~ SOVIET fighter planes 
shot down a giant UFO, 

rll fa~~r t~!co~!:i~ag~ ::! 
~ claimed yesterday. 
i:ia The close encounter was 
~ described by Soviet scien
~ tists at an international 

conference on UFOs in 
~ Munich. West Germany. 
H The scientists said the 
j:§ incident had been kept 

quiet by the Soviet mili
tary authorities, but docu
ments and a picture of the 
UFO wreckage had 
recently been leaked. 

Two MIG 25 fighters 
allegedly intercepted the 
UFO in a remote region of 

~eaJb~~a~~k~:s;h~~eft 
turned on to a collision 
course. 

The pilot's report said 
the UFO turned a bright 
colour and fell to earth. 

The wreckage was dis
covered by two mush
room pickers who later 
died - apparently from 
exposure to radiatiOn. 

] Russian 
~ 
~ fighters 
~downed 
a-

--
1.1"1 a UFO 
N 

~ Rt:SSIAN fighters shot 
:; down a UFO which flew 
'J straight at them. 

I ou~h:~;a~J~~~~ ~~ 
"t:l ground after their rockets 

~ sl~mwmoedp :0a~: n t s who 
CO found a piece of wreckage 

~ ~~ ~~~~~~~arstsbeT~: 
kept hidden by the KGB. 

Cl The amazing claims ..g were made yesterday by 
Cl Soviet scientists attending 
~ a conference on UFOs in 

West Gi!rrnany. 
Dr Marina Popovich. a 

~ former Russian airforce 
~ colonel. said: "I believe 

~ ~~e t~il~:i~t~f~g h~~~:~~ 
originated outside our 
planet." 

The delegation said the 
UFO was shot down in 
1983 by a pair of MiG 
fighters. 

Two peasants who 
found a piece nearly 20· 
feet square later died . ap· 
parently from the effects 
of radiation 

Dr Valery t;varo,· said: 
"We have seen the pilot's 
report . It says the UFO 
d i d not exp l ode but 
tumed a bright colour 
and them fell to earth." 

A leading Gi!rrnan sci· 
entist said : " I am usuallv 
very sceptical about most 
LrO stories. but this one 
cannot be treated lightly ... 

TIMES, London, England - July 5, 1990 

Nicholas Beeston The UFO crews, who normally 

People in southern Russia 
appear to have developed a 
fascination for UFOs rival

bog even that of the supermarket 
tabloid press in America. 

After an initial sighting last year 
of a UFO near the city of 
Voronezh, which was at first 
dismissed as the sick-effects of the 
city's notoriously considerable 
consumption of vodka, hardly a 
week aoes by without another 
claim being reported. 

speak perfect Russian in thetr 
conversations with earthlings, 
appear recently to have become 
more aggressive, according to wit
nesses in the region. Two new cases 
this week in the northern Caucasus 
town of Nachik enabled the news
paper Komsomolskava Pravda to 
conclude that women are more 
than twice as likely to be the 
victims of an abduction attempt by 
UFO aliens than men. 

CR: T. Good 

Coin circle peril? MERCURY, Leicester, England - July 3, 1990 CR: T. Good 
CORN c:in:lee continue to iDipin debate iD Saltuh. 

The town'•leadi.nl UFO 8pOUar baa am-I people who 
IDIIIe laWI the c:ildee DOt to -- ta- withollt 
protec:tion. 

Marilyn Pr..too EYaDa. ~ wp.r Part v-.. ~ 
alienabavecau.M thecin:Jel.-..~ 

Lut week lbe viaited ... dnlle iD a field DMI' the 
Dutmoor Halfway 11m. 8be - iD the aaWdle ~- to 
..titete Oil the~. 

But aince theu iDt..natiooal UPO ~ Pat Dllpdo 
baa adviled her thia ia a dupraua tbiDc to do 
Said Mn PreltoD Evua: "Hia llllvt. WM i& ia uowt. to 
enter the ciriClel without prat.lct.ioo. 

-He IBid many people C.J uncomt.n.ble, ban heed
em., and feel irritable. 

'"Ibey can eftlliU&r Nd and 11n .,_ it..-t.ive to 
the mergy patta'Da.. 

Corn rings not easy to explain 
YOUR correspondent, like many others 
recently, tries to explain the cause of 
the com circles with a quick, easy 
solution (in this case alf'('rafl exhnust 
gases) without really taking the bnsic 
facts into consideration . 

• The so-called "circles" are progress
ively developing in complexity year by 
year and in fact this year some have 
presented a complex dumh·hrll appear· 
ance f1Jr the first time. 

• They tend to occur partfcularly in 
a limited area in the south of Jo~n~land 

(although they are found In other 
countries). 

• Once they occur In a flnld they tend 
to re-occur in a more complex form in 
the same field in the following years. 

• The force which produces the efTect 
bends the corn but iloesn ' t break the 
stems. 

Until I hear of a more convincing 
explanation of this very complex phe
nomena other than whirlwinds and 
hoaxers. I will keep a completely oj)('n 
mind on the subject . 

Oi\ VID SPF.NCF.R. 
Oakham. 

STAR-PHOENIX, Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada 

May 10, 1990 

Lovers 
entertained 
by UFO 

NORTH BAY, Ont. l CP l - A 
couple says they got more than 
they bargained for whPn they 
parked at night at a lakeside 
dock. 

College student Dawn Stanger . 
29, and boyfriend Jake Johnston . 
42, say they saw a bright. silent 
ball of light with colorPd light s 
spinning around it. They say they 
watched it for about 20 minutes . 
saw it split into two sma ller ba lls. 
join up again, and hover. 

"It wasn't lightning and it 
wasn't swamp gas and it wasn 't <• 
weather balloon," says Johnston 

He said he also spotted a U F( 1 
when he was a teenager in llw 
Bruce Peninsula area . 

For Stanger. the exper ience 
lingered - "I felt likt> someorw 
was watching me the who!(' n ight 

"It scares you. There may bt• 
something out there Another lifr 
on other planets.·· 

They reported what they saw 
Monday night to CF'B North Bay 

Maj. David Kiley, squadron op
erations officer at the base. sa1d 
most reports of UFOs turn out to 
be weather phenomenon. a ircraft 
or falling satellites . 

"We get a Jot on t.lw NorthPrn 
Lights," he said . 

Denise Cardinal. who til es Uf \l 
sightings at the Herzberg lnst•
tute for Astrophysics in Ott awa. 
said the North Bay case cHn ' t bt> 
explained because there 1sn I 
enough information 

"Once in a while, WP get an unu
sual one, but most of the time it' s 
bright lights in the sky \'f'n· 

normal - it could be an ~· tt11 n ;;. . .: 
all. " she said. 

TIMES HERALD, Dallas, TX 

July 13, 1990 CR: T. Adams 

Belgians, air force 
mystified by lJFOs 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

BRUSSELS. Be lgt um ·- TJ ,,~ 
coun try's ai r fnrce !.as JO!Iwd 
scores of Belgians be fudd led h.\ 
hundred s o f UFO s ig hl mgs 
rtc ross nigh t skies in recent 
months. 

In the latest report, two a1r 
force F-16 jet fighters used their 
radar screens to track an object 
that, according to a m ilitary offi
cial , "exceeded the lim its of con
ventional aviation." 

Speaking at a news conference 
Wednesday, Be lgian Air Force 
Col. Wilfried de Brouwer said the 
UFO dived from about 10.000 lo 
4,000 feet in two seconds. Al the 
same time, it increased its speed 
from 600 to 1,100 miles an hour. 

De Brouwer said the ai r force 
decided to wait be fore announc
ing the sighting in the early 
hours of March 31 "because we 
wanted to compare the radar 
sightings by our pilots with ob
servations from radar stations." 

Since last fall, hund red s of 
nighttime sightings of UFOs have 
been reported over southern Be l
gium. 

Many have been explained . In 
one case, the UFO turned out Lo 

be a vertical laser beam used by 
a discotheque to attract clients. 

However, de Brouwer had no 
explanation for the sighting by 
the F-16s, which approac hed 
within 12 miles of the UFO. 
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Ever-increasing circles of bewilderment 

' 

CIRCLES have been re
ported in many countries 
for many years. A splendid 
ta le dated August 1678 and 
reported in a contemporary 

pamphlet deals with an argument 
between a mower and a farmer in 
Herefordshire. The dispute led 

' the fanner to declare that he 

I
I would rather the devil mow his 
oats than the poor mower, but he 

. was taken aback when a strange 
light was witnessed in the field 
that night and a circle found the 
next morning. Such stories con· 
finn the validity and historicity of 
the circles. 

Since August 1980 I have inves· 
tigated the phenomenon in which 
neat rings and circles ranging in 
diameter from that of a cartwheel 
to a circus arena appear in farm
ers' fields. In 10 years I have sur
veyed hundreds of circles and 
compiled statistics on more than 

. 1,200. Plain, single circles pre-
: dominate, but marvellously com-
plex patterns and groups are occa
sionally found. 

These complicated patterns 
cannot all be hoaxes. Everyone 
who examines circles on site is im· 
pressed by the outward swirling of 
the corn, the interwoven layers, 
the twisted straws and the occa
sional double centres - evidence 
enough to show how impractical it 
would be to fabricate them. 

Yet, as a crop specialist, Dr 
John Graham (head of agronomy 
at Shuttleworth College, 
Cranfield Institute), has recently 
confirmed, the bending of the 
stalks is no different from that 

I caused by ordinary wind-blown 
"lodging". I Indeed, there is no evidence 

: that these tantalising circles are 
anything other than natural. They 
are certainly not caused by aircraft 
or animals, and there is no proof 
that they arise from the influence 
of some alien species. 

This sort of suggestion - typi· 
cal of non-scientists - is an enter
taining diversion, but a wild guess 
nevertheless. Its supporte rs arro· 
gantly reject the applicability of 
the physics upon which our tech· 
nological civilisation is based, and 
prefer instead to devise .1 pseudo
scientific nonsense drawn from 
the pages of science-fiction writ· 
ers. 

On the other hand. consider· 
ab le proof t:xists of my p1 opo,al of 
an aerodynamical origin for the 
ci rcle'., an origin topographically 
related to vortex fmma ti n,1. (TiJi:. 
is det a iled a t lengt h 1n ;ny hook 
The Co < /,I !:j fe, 1 ,,,1d ill Hl'~:rr

ies.) 
Th~ vort iCl:!. . .~nJ h..:;;,:c the cir

cle-, . .11 ~ .:a u-;cJ hy "indll<h\' i , ~:, ; 
natu1al oh, tadc,: p1.tctic ~ il) ~. ii 

Evidence of 
a new topic 
in physical 

meteorology 

By Terence 
Mead en 

the circles being found close to 
hills. In several cases the behav
iour of the air and the weather is 
known; and there have also been 
several eyewitnesses to the forma
tion of the circles. 

A prior condition is often near· 
calm weather. This happens more 
commonly by night than by day. 
When an oncoming wind interacts 
with a hill, the airflow develops 
small-scale but violent vortices in 
the initially quiet air downwind. 
The energy source of the vortices 
is the upstream windfield. When 
the eddies break down they move 
towards the ground, sweeping out 
the circles in the crops. 

As this happens, the air draws 
in or separates electric charges, 
and their concentration rises to 
produce humming noises kminis· 
cen t of high-tension power lines. 
Luminous effects also develop 
and have been seen on .1 number 
of occasions. 

The rotating charges give rise to 
measurable el.:ctric fields, just as 
they do f(, ~ the b.:ttcr-known 
whirlwinds wlh,;,c clccll iLal origin 
is the triboelt:clricai effect -- :he 
'>C:: j-.:. r;.; tion of char!'c hy the lric · 

:~:;~~11 ~~~~~t of ;; ir c .. c1 duo;t· 

i :1 ~ h ~ (';-.. ~ ~ .-.r t ile ·.~ .., ; ;c-,- r,JLlking 
c ;;-cic· ~, th e C~ i ~ l~ ~in ~ : diJhi.· • ...:, ~ "the 

' ::Jiks o;iU r;;:- --; of tili: c=-•· t1 :Hid" lo 
lnc c i ccit0 ,l--~i.i(; ~ tl :.:· ;,:._· ·:;;d thi .., 
,,. .._,/ ictJd tc --'-'i l'-- .- ~ ... 11 g_h~- \" ~ t 
~\ili1Li "i tl ~~~ j,j\_j.._; _)l\ rlliL . 

The intense spin may also con
trihutc to dir<:ct molecular excita · 
tion; this would colour the lights 
orange o r n:d bccau~e it corre
sponds to the emission · ~pectrum 
of nitrogen and its oxides. Such 
colours have been reliabh re-
ported. · 

Four circle-fom1ation events 
have taken place in daylight with 
witnesses a few metres distant. 
The circles formed rapidly, in a 
matter of two or three seconds at 
most , under the effect of locally 
gale-force winds, while tht: observ
ers stood nearby in virtually calm 
air. 

A fifth event, in Wales, hap· 
pen.:d at dusk, when the move
ment of charges flowing across the 
crop canopy was visible as they 
proceeded towards a large or
ange-yellow ball of light spinning 
just above the wheatfield. 

Two other events happened in 
the middle of the night last sum
mer, one in Wiltshire, the other in 
Kent. In one an orange ball of 
light was seen descending into a 
wheatfield, its base flattening as it 
bounced on the crop. At its sec
ond approach the luminosity van
ished as the spinning vortex 
screwed itself into the ground. 

It is fair to ask why so many and 
such complex circles occur in cen
tral-southern England. The an
swer lies in the nature of the low, 
smooth, rolling hills: they are 
made of chalk, which, my prelimi
nary research indicates, plays a 
role in the electrical process. 

As for the other shapes re
ported recently, such as the reel· 
angles and three-fingered "claws" 
at Alton Barnes in Wiltshire, 
these display parts of the internal 
structure of the vortices resulting 
from irregular impact with the 
ground. 

In short, nothing has been dis· 
covered that is incompatible with 
the concept of electrified vortices 
as the origin of the circles. Re
search along these lines has be· 
gun. 

University professors and other 
professional scientists recognise 
that the circles effect is a com· 
pletely new topic in phy~ical 
meteorology ;,nd that it offers an 
unexpected research tool in un
derstanding the micruscale hchav
iuur of the atmosphere . 

hlllnwing the ~ucces~ of the Ox· 
torJ conference o n circle~ a 
month ago. stcadv pr•lgre,s 

1\ hl he l'.\pCCil'd ..IS nHll~ ' 
prntc,sinnal '>Ciemi;.h ;1pplv 
thc' lli \L I\C , tfl till' l lltfi!;UIIlg 

p1ohk 111. 

/Jt t' 1\ 'l/ltl l .\ tl j(ll/llt." l j ll!l/~ ' \\1 H (II 
f!h\'Sic I ,1/1</ i1 !lull /i,·CI,/ u/lilt (II · 

t /1 '1 l-./jc ('( f<.c ' l<CII> Ji { . 1111 

This week: are crop rings 
natural pl1enomena? 

URGED ON by critics who com· 
plain that journalists propose ex
planations for the formation of 
crop circles on the evidence of ae· 
rial photographs but don't go and 
see for themselves, I went down to 
Wiltshire last Saturday to have a 
look. 

It was a heavenly day: brilliant 
sunshine, larks above the corn· 
fields, even the odd butterfly that 
had escaped the pesticide sprays. 
The corn was rich and ripe and 
golden. But here and there, just as 
promised, it Jay flattened in nl'Ht 
circular swathes, the stalks swirl
ing clockwise like the crown of 
some ~iant corn goddess's head. 

Circles have been on urring 
since at lt~as t the mid-Se,·enties, 
mostly in southern England hut 
snme as far a"ay as the (;rampi
ans in St·utland. lh·pmt~ hano 
hrrn ren·ivrd 11f oth(· r~ in hann·. 
.laiJan . th r l 'ni tNI St:lh' ' < ·.lllad.t 
and .\u , traha . 

Many have appeared at the 
aptly named Devil's Punchbowl, 
near Cheesefoot Head in Hamp
shire - to the fury of farmers, 
who lose at least £20 worth of crop 
per circle, and sometimes more 
through damace caused by spec· 
tators. 

It is almost impossible not to be 
drawn into philosophical specula· 
lion. Are the circles evidence of an 
alien, non-physical intelligence? 
U so, what is it trying to say? Why 
has it chosen this method? Is it 
true that the circles are being 
monitored by Ministry of Defence 
helicopters, and that it's .all very 
hush-hush'? 

Ir nothing else, the circles liven 
up conversation, but the impor
tant thing is that exploring tht'm 
makes a perfect excuse tu while 
awa~· a sunny wet'kt>nd. Perhaps 
the alien intl'lligcncto is ~irnpl~ 
tl'llin~ u~ ... Rrlax , ea rthling;, ... 
t 'njo~·.' ' 

1-'HE£ SPEECH is t•dited by Angela Lambert 

' 

SILLY season press cover
age of a faked crop cirde 
formation, which tempo
rarily hoodwinked the Op· 
eration Blackbird team at 

Bratton in Wiltshire last week, has 
left many people more confused 
than ever about this phenomenon. 
The easy assumption that all circle 
formations are hoaxes will no 
doubt be made by some, hut that 
is definitely not the case, as all in· 
vestigators agree. Nevertheless 
there have been hoaxes, usually 
easily detected. 

A few people claim to have seen 
single circles form, and we have no 
reason to doubt their accounts. 
They usually agree that nothing is 
seen as the corn is rapidly laid flat 
in a circular pattern, though a 
humming or high-pitched sound is 
often heard. There are also sev· 
era! accounts of luminous aerial 
phenomena ("UFOs" in general 
parlance) preceding the appear
ance of crop circles, though this is 
the exception, not the rule . We do 
not understand the UFO phe
nomenon and should not assume, 
as many do, that these are extra
terrestrial craft. This is often 
falsely represented by sceptics as 
the standpoint of those who main
tain there is an intelligence at 
work here. We can be quite sure 
that no solid object has landed in 
the circles. 

Then who, or what, is producing 
the crop circles? First we should 
rule out absurd explanations trot· 
ted out by some sections of the 
media: hedgehogs, lovesick bad
gers, helicopters, fungi, subterra
nean archaeological features and 
so on. 

Equally impossible is the sup· 
posedly scientific explanation that 
the circles are formed by spinning 
balls of partially ionised air, or 
" plasma vortices". Although this 
explanation is superficially plausi
ble to those unfamiliar with the 
circles, it is at variance with the 
facts . 

For one thing, circles never 
straddle field boundaries or roads. 
If they descended from the sky 
with any degree of randomness 
whatever, this would soon be the 
case with the giant formations we 
are getting in 1990. Another 
characteristic is that se ts of circles 
olten "sprout" new one~ close hy 
at a later date. In .June I discov· 
ercd, when flying over a ga int lli 
pk· ringed circle ncar DeviL..:\, 
th:tt it haJ "grown·· a fourth , p..:r · 
kctly concentric outer ring l,l»ltlft 
in circumfcn.:nce a week - after it 
h.td l1rst fmmcd. This see ms clcdr 
c1 ide nee th .Jt "Jmc ~n..:rgy fic·ld 
caust'' the c•l rn to fall 111 geonll.:t 
nc pattern~ (and can be' rcacti 
v.t t ~d) rather than a one-off atnw-

Marks that 
are left by a 
non-human 
intelligence 

By George 
Wingfield 

spheric event such as a vortex de· 
scent. This energy appears to be 
intelligently directed. 

The number of circles found in 
England has dramatically in· 
creased over the last few years. 
There were about 20 in 1986, 75 in 
1987, 115 in 1988 and 300 in 1989. 
So far there are well over 400 in 
1990. This is a genuine increase, 
and not because many escaped at· 
tention in earlier years - though 
no doubt some did. 

The extraordinary variety of cir
cle formations and multiple· 
ringed circles is quite unlike what 
one would expect for a natural 
phenomenon, such as an atmo
spheric vortex. The complexity has 
increased through the 1980s, and 
this year it has developed at a star
tling pace. 

In May there began to appear 
what researchers call pictograms. 
Initially these consisted of two cir· 
cles joined by a straight channel of 
flattened corn, with extra features 
such as rectangles or se micircular 
rings. There have now been about 
21l of these. The latest have qua
drupled the lengt h to about 150 
yard, JllU nlll~is t of complex ar
rJn g..: nu: uh of up to nine plain or 
riu~.:J urcle' with new f..:a tures, 
lik~ " key,", \\hich c.111 be: ,een in 
ph(ltograph' of the Alton Rarnes 
p1Lt"!!r<~lll Nothing likc this was 
oh-,~ f\ ,,1 111 pre1 iou' vcar'> . 

To llu"t' ' 'ho ,.i,it thc\c prodi
giuu' hierogl\ ph'> , there c:an be 

no doubt whatsoever that they 
are intelligently produced. In the 
last month thousands of people 
have travelled from all over this 
couutry to see them. They may 
not clearly have understood the 
meaning of what they saw, but 
none doubted its importance. AJ. 
most all these excited visitors sug
gested that here lay some sym· 
bolic message, which might be 
understood in time. 

If we accept that the circles are 
the product of non-human intelli· 
gence, what then is the nature of 
it? Certainly the indications are 
that this is some form of non
physical consciousness, hardly a 
new concept. Its precise nature is 
more difficult to describe, but it 
does not seem alien or hostile. 
The following account gives some 
indication. 

In June 1989, following a cir· 
cles surveillance project near 
Winchester, six people including 
myself sat in a crop circle late one 
night. A high-pitched trilling, or 
whirring, noise started up, which 
we could all hear, and this moved 
about in the barley field. Al
though there was a full moon, 
nothing was visible. The noise 
persisted for over three hours, 
and came right up to the edge of 
the circle where we sat. The noise 
moved around us like some living 
entity, seemingly aware of our 
presence. Colin Andrews and I 
recorded this sound, which was 
later scientifically analysed, but 
this provided no conventional ex
planation. When it grew · light 
next morning, a new ringed circle 
was found 500 yards away in the 
direction in which the noise had 
receded. There had been no new 
circles anywhere near there for 
three weeks. 

This episode is described more 
fully in two books: The Crop Cir
cle Enigmo (Gateway Books), 
and The UFO Report 1991 
(Sidgwick and Jackson), to be 
published in November. The trill
ing noise has been heard several 
times since, and was recorded in 
daylight by a BBC television crew 
in a circle at Beckhampton, Wilt· 
shire. 

We should not jump to conclu 
sions, but it is hard not to asso
ciate this sound with whatever 
intelligence is responsible for the 
crop circles. It seems that it is 
gradually beginning to make it · 
self known, and those who 

arc prepared to look and ' 
lio;ten with an ope n mind 
will he those who under-
stand. 

Tht• writer is a founder memha of 
rh ~ Centre for Crop Circle Sw.!in 
unt! u natural scl<'nces graduate. 
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W
as there life on Mars7 
Scientists haven't 
stopped arguing 
about the red planet's 
unique features since 
American space 

missions photographed them in 
1972 and 1976. 

Recently the debate has 
heightened with the confirmed 
discovery of two more "faces'' on 
Mars, tn addition to a visage -like 
structure spotted on one of those 
missions. 

Some scientists claim these 
"faces" are actual monuments from 
a lost civilisation, while others 
maintain they are merely random 
geographical patterns. 

But there is one thing they agree 
on - the space missions' shots 
revealed several highly unusual 
rock designs on Mars. 

They include a configuration 
of huge "pyramids" near the 
planet's South Pole, sometimes 
called the "Inca City", and a 
giant "face " in the region 
known as Cydonia. 

The face looks 
like a giant 
sphinx, set 
squarely 
in the 

red planet's's timeless sands, and is 
about the same size and shape as 
our own Ayers Rock. 

This enigmatic visage has been 
described as "simian" and 
"monkey-faced", with some 
scientists even claiming it 
resembles jesus Christ and 
comparing its features with those 
on the controversial Shroud of 
Turin. 

More conservative scientists 
believe it is a natural formation, 
possibly caused by wind erosion. 
Their views reflect established 
scientific theory, which dismisses 
the idea of a former civilisation 
leaving behind great monuments. 

However, meticulous computer 
image-enhancement work by two 
former National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration workers, 
Vincent DiPietro and Gregory 
Molenaar, supports the alternative 
theory that the face is an artefact 
built by a lost civilisation . 

DiPietro and Molenaar used their 
unique techniques to develop some 
startling colour-enhanced details of 
the Cydonia face that reveal, 
among other things, an eyeball in 
its one 
visible 
eye-socket. 
Another 
us 
computer 
enhance
ment 
specialist, 
Dr Mark 
Carlotta 

•••• 

The first face bears a particularly 
strong resemblance to the Cydonia 
face . 

The first Utopia face and its 
Cydonia counterpart share three 
key aspects: an indentat ion above 
the right eye cavity, a distinctive 
notch in the cheek below the eyes 
and an Egyptian-style "headdress" 
(or is it a space helmet?) . 

Unlike the Cydonia face, the 
nose of thr Utopia face seems to 
have been damaged - like our own 

fam o us 
Sphinx in 
Egypt , 
which had 
its nose 
smashed 
by a 
Muslim 
fanati c 
around 
1400 AD . 

of the 
Analytic 
Science 
Corporation 

This is the red planet 's famo us Cydonia "face", w hich 
started NAS A staff specula t ing a bout life on Mars. 

The 
Mars face 
dwarfs its 
Egypti a n 

in 
Reading, Massachusetts, has since 
produced separate blow-up 
pictures that clearly show teeth in 
the mouth area . 

And the latest research from 
DiPietro and Molenaar suggests 
that there are two other faces on 
Mars - at least one of which 
matches the Cydonia face in many 
key details. 

This new evidence points away 
from the "wind erosion·· theory ar.d 
backs up the higher culture 
argument. 

DiPietro and Molenaar 
discovered the two new faces in the 
regi o n known as Utopia . 

COU Sin , 

measuring about 2. 5 kilometres 
long and 2 kilometres wide. It 
would have ta ken con s iderabl y 
more tha n a pa ssin g Be douin to 
deface it' 

According to DiPietro a nd 
colleagues. th e second Utopia face, 
furth e r south , also has the three 
key ma rkings, but it s Ima ge is 
nowhere nea r as sharp a s the o ther 
Utopia fa ce . 

But why do we need a third face 
to confirm th e existence of a 
Martian hi gh culture? Shouldn 't the 
two fa ces already . 
di scovered be e xcitin g ,,J'}( GETS 
e nough C\' Id c nce7 rTHE PI(S 
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Does this 
shed hold 
the secret 
of gravity? 
ON A freezing winter night in 1984 Sandy Kidd stood in his garden shed, 
staring in awe at the tiny machine in front of him. There it floated, three 
inches above his work-top, as if of tts own volition. 

It was the culmination of three years of almost Inhuman toll. Sandy Kidd had just 
invented an anti-gravity machine, breaking all the laws of physics known to Man. At 
least. that's what he thought. 

Of course. from that Incredible moment on, he 
had to convince a highly sceptical world that 
he was a. brilliant inventor, not a madman. 

~.:.~,~;th~~~ix~~ixar!t~i~~roor :=n t~: 
1 rtr>nce that he believes will send aircraft 
.tr•lHnd the world in mlnuaes, and airships 
thro u~~:h the solar system In hours - on juat a 
teaspoonful of fuel. It mav ;;;we taken a decade 
ami hundreds of thousands of pounds to perfect 
- but if Sandy Kldd 1s right, he can expect to 
~o down in history as the man who pushed 
l:>ack the frontiers of space. 

r have not seen It work, even leu undermood 
:1uw it is supposed to. But BritiSh Aeroepace l.a 
Impressed enough to Invest In Bandy. Tomor
•nw at n modest Press conference, It plans to 
.mn0un~ t rials at Edinb~UWh untwntey. ·n·s 
!ar tOO important a poi!!Bibllity to Ignore,' sld 
Or Ron Evans of the defence aircraft dlvl.alon. 
Titew witJ be no displays, no detal..ls, for fear of 
·•>mrone stealing what may be one of the moat 
't!l:nificant discoveries this century. 

It will be an important 
rlay ror Sandy. Most men 

t~~;·~~ :n~~~~g~{e~~~ r~ by ANNE BARROWCLOUGH 
ni'vf' r to be shared. Few 
lollow them relentlessly. 
~ainst all odds. 

The little machine he 
has mvented looks chtld
ls h!v simple - two gy~ 
sco pes. like children 's 
~pinning tops, one at each 
end of a flexible crosa 
arm . At its most basic. it 
works by using a model 
aircraft engine t.o rotate 
both the device and the 
~yros at the same time. 
c reating a mixture of 
forces to produce tl!t"i)ff. 

Carried 
A conversa tion with 

Sandy Inevitably sounds 
like an episode from a 
sci-fi comic . He talks 

~~~~elK n~~tu~ :aers ~fi 
take 34 hours, while one 
to Australia will be 20 
minutes maximum. 

Sandy was an RAF 
radar technician when 
one day he removed a 
gyroscope. still splnn!n8 In 
its box. from a Vulcan 
bomber and carried it 
backwards down a ladder. 
On reaching the ground 
he suddenly felt a sledge
hammer blow. and found 
himseil flat on his back. 

He realised that the blow 
came from the gyroscope 
reacting t.o the sudden 
change in direction. 

A leading authority on 
gyroscopes, Professor Eric 
Laithwaite. later demon
strated a machine that he 
claimed produced vertical 
lift without any external 
reaction - defying New
ton's Laws of Motion 
which state that every 
action needs an equal and 
opposite reaction. It was 

-att the encouragement 
Sandy needed. 

Family life was lost In 
space. His wife Janet 
became used to a soUtacy 
ex11tence and started tak
in8 all the responsibility 
for Ule home. Holidays 
were abandoned as Sandy 
put his machine together. 
using spare parts from his 
lawnrno-r, from a car 
aen.l found on a rubblab 
ttp, from any piece of 
spare metal he could find. 
At the same time he was 
workln.r on a book• , 
charttna every move. 

1be moment ot "'-lth, 
the day he saw his 
Il'IIIChlne 10 throuiJh the 
earth 's gravity barrier for 
the rtnst ~e. came on his 
47th birthday. 

re~!Edtu{el~~ro:!~~ 
:!3!7d h:~e!~own Ht~ 
was J)OIIB1ble to defy grav
Ity - but didn't know 
how he had done it. 

Regret 
'YOU don't know what 

~~~ a do~~ns;:~e~t t<: 
taken over my life. In 
many ways I regret that 
first I!UCOI!SS, becauae of 
the hM8le It hal! caused 
me and those around me.' 

For yeam he strugled, 
his work ae an engineer 
taking a back seat. Hl.a 
colle&«Ues laughed, neigh
bours whl.apered, academ
Ics IICOWled. He waan't the 

::dr~ ~t-~ 
stubborn, a maverick In a 

world ruled by the stric
tums of scientific law. His 
demonstrations were 
greeted with contemptu
oua dl.abelief. 

'They saw .ne as a 
charlatan - a Paul Dan
Iels who appeared to be 
doing magic, but who they 
believed was just conning 
t_!lern.' 

It Willi not until 198'1, 
when BWN. an Austt'alian 

~f~:~te~h f~~m~~J:Y 
throughout his research, 
that he saw light at the 
end of the tunnel. 

Locked 
Hls batUes with British 

industry and academia 
left him ecarred and 
embittered. But they also 
made Sandy detennlned to 
prove he was right. 

"There were · days when 
Janet would pack her ba«s 
and tell me she'd had 
enough, and nights when 
I was locked In my freez
ing shed with the rest of 

~= !~~~ ~~ee~eli"~n~~ 
doln8 there. 

'But I lrnew that If I 

=p~~· =~ ~d'l~ 
would always be regarded 
ae nothing but a crank.' 

~-m~e s~:!nt~;;, ~~ 
British Ael"'OS])eCe will give 
us the next Instalment of 
this scl-ft obsession. His
tory w111 decide In the end. 
• Bet1on4 2001: The L4W& Of 
PltJ!&Ica Revolvtlonhed bll 
SIIMJI Kldd toltlt Ron 71wma8. 
(Sid(rwlck an4 JOJ:I<Mm, £14.95) 
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Can't we solve this? 
O ne of Idaho's most vexing mysteries is the question of 

who, or what, is responsible for killing and mutilating 
cattle. The latest case to come to attention of authorities 
appears identical to scores of others in recent years. A~ 
pound bull calf was found dead on a fann in southern 
Bannock County, with some organs neatly excised, and no 
indication of the cause of death. As usual, there were no 
footprints or vehicle tracks in the vicinity, and of course, no 
witnesses. 

A rash of mutilations last year in Bear Lake County 
spooked ranchers and resulted in legislation to strengthen 
the penalty for such acts. However, someone has to be 
caught first. 

Speculation on the explanation for cattle mutilations 
has ranged from theories of extraterrestrial beings to 
satanic cults. Some think sharp-toothed wild animals are 
responsible. 

Those who think unearthly forces are responsible also 
believe little green people land from flying saucers. There 
must be a more logical explanation, though ranchers and 
lawmen alike are baffled. The Idaho Cattle Association has 
offered a reward for infonnation leading to apprehension of 
mutilators. Bannock Crime Stoppers also invites anyone 
with infonnation to telephone 232·1983, and offers a cash 
reward of up to $1,000 in case of an arrest. 

If humans are involved in killing cattle, someone 
somewhere knows about it. Let's hope the motive is strong 
enough for them to speak out. 
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par&-dme as a ship's pUo& on &be B.C. coast, laid &be 
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swlJDJDing a& about 10 knots, about 250 metres from 
shore. 
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Yeti trek 
Tass reported that Soviet 
Yeti enthusiasts left 
Dushanbe for the lian 

Shan mountains, hoping to find traces 
of the elusive •abominable snowman. • 
Local shepherds and hunters claim 
that a giant creature more than 9 feet 
tall and covered with hair lives there. 
Vasil Koroteyev, leader of the Na
tional Cryptozoology Society, based 
at Moscow's Charles Darwin Mu
!leWD, has made several trips alone to 
the region in the past six years. He 
claims to have once found a footprint 
1-4 inches long on the banks of the 
Shirkent River in central Asian 

' Tadzhikistan. Koroteyev believes that 
"'we are apparently dealing with a 
dying branch on the tree of human 

1 civilization, although the Yeti's po~ 
sibte~origincaonotbe 
ruledouL • 
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SOMETHING BIG 
By Glen Schaefer 
Staff Reporter 

A Japanese film crew looking 
for Ogopogo yesterday recorded 
sonar readings of something big 
moving deep in Okanagan Lake. 

" They had a sighting this 
mominR on sonar," said Gerry 

Frederick, manager of the 
Kelowna Chamber of Commerce. 

Frederick said the six-person 
Nippon-lV crew - in Kelowna 
this week filming a documentary 
on the mythical sea monster -
told local officials about their 
results at an afternoon reception. 

PROVINCE, Vancouver, B.C., Canada- July 25, 1990 CR: G. Conway 

"They tracked it twice - it was 
moving," Frederick said, adding 
that the Japanese told him the 
object was about 10 metres (30 
feet ) long, and was at a depth of 
about 100 metres (300 feet) . 

Crew members were unavail
able- for comment. Frederick said 
they went back to their search 
right after the chamber reception. 

The crew came to Kelowna on 
Sunday, and will continue filming 
until Friday . The crew was 
searching south of the Okanagan 
Lake floating bridge when they 
got their sonar results. 

Frederick said the results were 
evidence of "a phenomenon·· in 
Okanagan Lake. "You can't have 
a 30-foot-long beaver ... he said . 

~ ~~-~~~~ 

·' 

Jl1ll\lll~~u-s,,-JII'fl0 t~~~~;~~~~~~:~ out testimony from 
~;j;iil;;;.~~~;;;.-...... ~;;~;;~~~ijiPJ~:~: 1c tneSses, viewing more 
111 supp6Sed casts and hair samples. 

society would have viewed 
Frank Poirier much differ
ently. He would have pos
sessed that strange aura of 
men who had seen the ends 
of the earth and lived to tell 
the tale. 

He would have been 
calted an explorer , an adven
turer. And mere mortals 
would have reveled in his 
stories of wild lands and the 
odd people who Inhabit 
them. He would have been a 
romantic, a loner, a rugged 
individualist . 

But today, Poirier, an anthropolo
gist, is just an ordinary scientist who 
happens to be facing extraordinary 
challenges. 

A professor at Ohio State, Poirier 
has spent the last several years 
chasing legends in the remotest parts 
of mainland China, hoping against 
hope that he doesn't succeed. If he is 
successful, he will have found the 
mythic Wildman of China. And that 
discovery will surely spell the end of a 
creature that has up to now eluded 
modern man's quest for knowledge. 

Poirier has been chasing the 
Wildman myth for almost a decade, 
although stories about the beast date 
back more than 2,000 years. Ancient 
Chinese poets and historians included 
the Wildman in their texts, and over 
the last 30 years, the number of 
reports has increased considerably. 

For centuries, people on many 
continents have spun stories of a 
strange, rarely seen man-ape, almost 
as if there is a basic need to bridge the 
gap between human beings and other 
primates. The tales of the Yeti or 
Abominable Snowman of the Hima
layas and of Bigfoot or Sasquatch in 
the Pacific Northwest have pointed to 
such creatures. Nearly every culture 
has tales of similar beasts, almost all 
of them imaginary. 

But the Chinese Wildman may be 
different. 

f\lrst of all, the reports of slghtings 

spring of forced unions between 
human women and the Wildman. But 
most of these have been easily 
discounted-until now, perhaps. 

In the mid to late 1970s, reports of 
sightings of the Wildman seemed to be 
concentrated in the area of the 
Shennongjia mountains of Hubei 
Province. The Shennongjia is an 
ancient relict forest, so remote it has 
yielded a host of previously unknown 
species. The Chinese government 
restricts access into the region, and 
non-Chinese are seldom allowed in. 
Poirier was one of the first Westerners 
permitted access. 

In 1982, he traveled through the 
mountain region of central China 
looking for the endangered snub
nosed golden monkey. While there, 
Poirier himself was mistaken for the 
Wildman. Never having seen a for
eigner before, the local residents 
thought him to be the beast. 

Those who claim to have seen the 
Wildman describe it as six feet or 
more in height and covered with red
dish hair. It is supposed to walk 
upright but does not use tools or 
language. It's thought to be herbivo
rous rather than carnivorous. 

Although Poirier was shown 
supposed hair samples and plaster 
casts of footprints attributed to the 
creature, he remained unswayed. In 
fact, he was all but convinced that the 
creatures that were being seen-when 
something actually was seen-were 
the endangered golden monkey, an 
animal not recognized by the ordinary 
Chinese because of its rarity. 

He returned home convinced the 
mystery was solved. But the reports 
continued, and last year he was 
invited to lead a British film crew in 
search of the creature. Along with 
former University of Arizona re
searcher Richard Greenwell, they set 
off to discover if the Wildman was a 
myth. 

They returned to Hubei Province 
and Sichuan, Yunnan, and Kwangsi 
provinces as well, talking with the 

Poirier and Greenwell , an officer in the 
International Society of Cryptozool
ogy, remained unconvinced. But at the 
end of their trip, Chinese researchers 
offered to run a series of tests on the 
supposed hair samples in hopes of 
classifying the animal from which they 
came. 

They examined the outer structure 
of each hair, looking particularly at 
the cells or scales that cover the hair 
itself. Poirier said that these scales are 
"quite distinctive, enabling research
ers to distinguish between certain 
species." 

The second analysis was a micro
scopic inspection in which research
ers looked for microfibers or filaments 
in a cross-section of the hairs. "It's my 
understanding that most animals 
don't have these microfibers ," he said. 
"that only a few higher primates have 
them. I'm told that they are species
specific; that is , you can tell an 
orangutan from a chimpanzee from a 
gorilla, for example." 

The third test looked at the chemi
cal content of the hairs, particularly at 
the iron-to-zinc ratio. That ratio also 
seems to vary from species to species, 
is not necessarily tied to diet, and, 
Poirier says, can be used for identifica
tion. 

For each of these tests , the sup
posed Wildman hairs were compared 
with hairs from various primate and 
non-primate species, as well as with 
synthetic fibers . The technicians 
doing the analyses did not know 
which sample was which. 

In each case, they were able to 
identify the hairs of other primates
chimp, .orangutan, gorilla, and hu
man-as well as the other samples. 
But the Wildman hairs matched 
nothing known, according to the 
Chinese results . They were, however, 
confirmed to be those of a higher 
primate and were not those of any 
known modern ape or human being, lS 
Poirier said. 

"We haven 't proved conclusively 
that such a creatureecists, but we 

(continued on page 20) 
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have shown the scientific possibility 
of its existence," he said. "Conclusive 
proof will only come when someone 
finds a body." 

So, because of the hair analyses , 
Poirier and his colleagues left China 
convinced that the Wildman stories 
might have some basis in fact, but 
they would concede nothing else. 

And that was the end of the story 
until Poirier was told of a letter sent to 
his film producer in London. Inside 
the envelope, carefully wrapped, were 

three individual hairs-a portion of 
the small sample the Chinese had 
guarded. He had been told that the 
samples could not be taken out of the 
country, so he was surprised they had 
been sent in the letter. 

Those three hairs offer Poirier the 
chance to validate or discount the 
earlier tests in perhaps the only way 
left-DNA fingerprinting. Recent im
provements in molecular biology 
coupled with other technological 
advances now allow scientists to 

ANTHROPOLOGY-A FIELD ON THE FRINGE 
Sensational scientific puzzles like that of the Wildman often fall within 

the realm of anthropology, and that Is used as a reason by some research
ers to discount such stories. 

But, in fact, the history of anthropology Is filled With stories of radical 
theories initially discounted but later proven to be true. 

"Who would have thought back in the early 1900s that Ausrinlopithecus, 
the earliest human ancestor, would have looked anything like the fossil 
record has shown it to be," said Professor of Anthropology Fran P rler. 

"If any Australopithicines had existed and were seen by natives anywhere, 
and if those natives were interviewed by scientists, I'd bet that every 
scientist who took down that Information would tum up his nose and walk 
away." 

It may simply s~m Uke a case of information becoming available before 
we are able to handle It, but ,there's more to It than that. Poirier believes · 
racism and elitism play a strong role in such disbeliefs. 

"Anthropologists (and other scientists) aren't willing to accept a native 
report until they see it with their own eyes. Nevertheless, If the report came 
from a European scientist rather than an educated native, It would have 
much greater credibility. We ought to be more attuned to the potential for 
racism than other researchers, but we aren't. 

··when peasants make reports as they do in China about the Wildman, I 
think a lot of people discount them because th~y are coming from peasants. 
··After all, what could they know?' is the typlc.all'elq)OllSe. 

"I think that's very, very unfortunate." 
\1uch of the problem may lie In the very nature of the science of anthro

pology. Poirier said that until recently, It was a field on the fringes of 
-..<"ience, and it tended to draw In people who were contentious and often 
egotistical. One well-known study compared anthropologists, sociologists, 
(Jsychologlsts, and zoologtsts by examining their 'Writings. 

"In terms of contentiousness and name-calli.ng, anthropologists were far 
and away.,phead, and there is ample evidence to "SUppOrt that conclu ion. 

"' Rut in their defense, a lot of what anthropologists do cannot be repli
ca ted as it can in chemistry, physics, and other 'bard' idences," Poirier 
t·xpiained. ''There is always the potential for argumentation, and that is a 
big part of the field itself." 

4 .H 

F-RANK PoiRIER 

~i~arc< fa 
~ IOtNiat o a-~ s . They can 
dat: e t't ~tn pecies simply 

· · - ommon DNA shared 
in the ce s of the sample. 

Such a test could tell whether the 
DNA was that of a known primate or of 
one science has yet to classify. Poirier 
is now discussing the possibility of 
DNA fingerprinting of the samples with 
colleagues at Ohio State and in Lon
don. Similar tests are planned now in 
China on other samples. 

"It wouldn't prove that the Wildman 
exists, but it would allow some easy 
answers to be ruled out," Poirier said. 
"The animal could be a new species or 
simply one we thought became extinct 
centuries ago. That test would deter
mine which it was." 

So the question of the Wildman 
legend may be closer to an answer 
than even Poirier had imagined last 
year. But that answer would carry its 
own price: if the Wildman were proven 
to be a new lost species or giant ape, 
he's convinced that discovery would 
would spell the death of the creatures. 
Being involved in the events that 
would inevitably lead to the loss of 
such an animal troubles his soul. 

The real question, Poirier said, is if 
they do exist, should they be discov
ered . 

"I'm not so sure that they should. 
The Chinese are, in fact , concerned 
about this point as well," he explained. 
"If they do exist and they aren't a 
known primate, if the hair analysis 
proves correct and they are closely 
related to modern humans, it's going 
to raise some interesting questions 
about evolution ." 

The real dilemma, however, is not 
one of science but , rather, of human 
nature. Once found , throngs of re
searchers, naturalists, and zoos will 
be fighting to get their hands on this 
"new" creature. 

"Our history with conservation of 
species isn't very good . If they are 
there, once we find them there's no 
doubt in my mind that they'll be gone 
in no time." Poirier said that the 
Chinese record in conservation is no 
better than ours, so the threat to the 
animal is greatly increased. 

"If there is only a small population, 
then forget it . They'll be completely 
wiped out in no time. That's the more 
serious problem ," he said . "And I don't 
know if I really want them to be found 
or not." 

Earle Holland is editor of Quest. 

Note: The documentary on the 
Wildman of China featuring Ohio State 
anthropologist Frank Poirier is sched
uled for airing on the Public Broadcast
ing System on August 6, /990, at 8 p.m. 
EDT. WOSU-TV in Columbus will carry 
that program at a time and date to be 
determined. 
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oO By ZIV A BRANSTETJ'ER 
=' The Tulsa Tribune 
< TAHLEQUAH- Two reports of a hairy, stinky 
1 creature estimated to be up to 10 feet tall have 
~ sent Bigfoot rumors flying again in eastern Chero-
o kee County. · - . 

.. But a state wildlife offidal MJS J.e's 8Ure it's a 
Ill bear. 
~ Undersheriff Dan Garber said the hairy creature 
=' was sighted first on Aug. 1 near a mobile home 1 0 
~ miles east of Tahlequah in tbe ~munity of Eldon 

. " near the Adair County line. ·. .. _. : · .. 
~ The second sighting was Wednelday at a resi
S dence three miles east of tbe mQbile home, he 
~said. 
~ Garber said a woman who lives in the mobile 

home reported she "heard a BOise and smelled a 
horrible smell" the eveni.IJ&·.of Aq. 1. He said she 
spotted the creature from her window. 

"She estimated it to be 10 feet tall and about 400 
pounds. It was by her trailer and it took off into 
the woods," Garber said, 

Deputy Joe Weavel, who investipted the reports, 
said he found several "im,...._.. ·Jn tlte area 
where the creature was spotted. -

"They were pretty good size. I could stick both my 
feet side by side into the track." 

Garber said on Wednesday, 8~year-old Janet Doss 
reported seeing the creature near a trash heap 
in back of her house. 

"It was in a garbage pile, just rummaging 
through it. She saw it and her mother saw it too," 
Garber said. 

"The mother said it stood up and walked down a 
hill away fro.m the heuse. Their dog ran out 
into the woods after it and ran back with bis ta1l 
between his legs.·· 

Garber said the girl and her mother described the 
creature as 8 feet tall with "frizzy hair." 

"It has a lot of similarities to.a bear, but what is 
unusual is that it"s alwaya desteribed aa walking 
(upright) on its feet." 

Weave! said the girl "said it was covered in dark 
brown hair but the face dten't M•e lilir. · It bad 
skin·· 
J~ Adair, district chief of. ttte--OIIklloma Wildlife 

Department, said he has received several calls 
about the animal. · 

"I believe it's a bear but J have nothing to base 
that on ... I don't believe it is a Btgfoot," he said. 

Adair said it is unusual for a Mar to walk on two 
legs for very long. "Most of t~ time they are 
on all fours but they can rear up on their hind 
legs." 

Garber said people across Ute~ ere talking 
about the sightings. 

"About half the people think it's • iiMr and the 
other half is kind of fascinated~ IBe idea tllal it's a 
Bigfoot." 

The legend of Bigfoot "is not. a new phenomenon 
in this area," he said. 

"In the early '70s there was a big r.cku in Adair 
County" after a creature wu liP~ ....-at times 
in the area. 

Last year, a creature believed to be the lc~endary 
Bigfoot was also spotted in McCurtain County. 
in far southeastern Oklahoma. 
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Kelowna grins at the publicity ~ e 
By Holly Horwood 
Staff Reporter 

Ogopogo is putting Kelowna on 
the world map again. 

The search for the legendary 
slithering serpent has introduced 
B.C.'s Interior city to millions of 
North American television viewers. 

Last year, ABC-TV crews cap
tured several minutes of film show
ing a mysterious, dark creature 
leaving a rippling wake on Okana
gan Lake. 

This week, a Japanese crew from 
Nippon-TV hopes to have even bet
ter luck in an underwater and aer
ial search for Ogopogo. 

"It's definitely good for the -com
munity," beamed Kelowna's Mayor 
Jim Stuart. 

Said Chamber of Commerce 
manager Gerry Frederick: "We're 

ling the crew (today) and 
have an official reception Tuesday. 

We're hoping to have them indude ~ 
something about the city in their 1 
documentary." c. 

The Japanese plan to spend five c 
days in Kelowna and are hiring fwe ~ 
local divers, said author Arlene N 

Gaal, Kelowna's Ogopogo I'Jnl. w 

Last year, resident Ken Chaplin ~>
caused a stir when he marketed >D 
to the highest bidder some hom~ ~ 
videos of a "snake" undulating 
through the water. He got the film ~ 
on network television, but his 
efforts flopped when scientists c;") 

concluded the object was a beaver 
or fresh-water otter. n 

Last Tuesday, there were two g 
reported sightlngs of Ogopogo. ~ 
Richard and Ann Kline said they "4 
saw what they believe was Otfo. 
pogo from the window of their 
lakeshore home. Two men drmng 
over tbe Kelowna Bridge al1o 
reported a sighting. 
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