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Area woman has encounters of the alien kind 
By Karin M. Heath 
Herald Staff Writer 

Mary Wunder didn't want to 
be abducted by extraterrestrials. 
But life doesn't always give her 
what she wants. 

The Littleton-area mother of 
three said she was taken from her 
California home Feb. 6, 1991 -
and the experience changed her 
life. 

"I don't look at life the way I 
did with closed eyes anymore," 
she said. "There is so much we 
don't know." 

Wunder, 50, has lived in 
Littleton for about a year. At the 
time of her experience, she had a 
successful business in metaphysi
cal art and psychic reading in 
California. 

have had similar experiences. She 
also wants to let people know 
what she learned . She wrote a 
book about her experience, "A 
Message From The Stars," in 
1993. 

"I was scared," she said of her 
experience. "But I realized it was 
because of a fear of the unknown. 
It was meant for me to tell about 
it." 

All Wunder remembers about 
the fateful day four years ago was 
stepping outside to water the 
flowers on her patio at about 9:30 
a.m. The next thing she knew, it 
was 11:30 a.m. and she was sit
ting inside, staring at a clock. She 
felt exhausted and went upstairs 
to sleep until her husband came 
home. 

does not necessarily prove 
Wund'er's story is true, he said. 

"Wounds can be explained in 
prosaic terms," said Scheiber, 
who founded his organization 13 
years ago to provide alternative 
explanations for unusual experi
ences and stories. "So far, all we 
have is a story. It makes for a 
great story, but they're only sto
ries until the evidence substanti
ates it." 

"I didn't need this in my life," 
she said. "Being accepted as a 
psychic is one thing, but as a psy
chic with ET encounters is some
thing else ... A lot of people treat 
me differently than before." 

Her husband noticed two small 
bruises on her arm the next day. 
One looked as if a wire was plant
ed under her skin. But it wasn't 
until four months later, after other 
unusual bruises and wounds 
appeared, that Wunder decided to 
be hypnotized and regress to the 
experience. 

Mary Wunder, who lives In the Uttleton area, says she was 
abducted by aliens. Photo by Betsy Bradfield. 

Explanations of unusual 
occurrences take on lives of their 
own, depending upon the popular 
culture at the time, Scheiber said. 
"I'm not discounting that she 
experienced something," but 
bruises and unusual experiences 
could be attributed to something 
other than alien abduction. "I'm 
not about to give up on simple 
explanations just because the 
unusual explanation is more fun." . 

isolated, according to Tim 
Beckley, who is organizing the 
Colorado Springs conference. 

Wunder will host a meditation 
and skywatch at Garden of the 
Gods in Colorado Springs at noon 
April 28 to kick off the First 
Annual Pikes Peak UFO and New 
Age Expo. 

She attends UFO conferences 
now because she believes it's 
important to relate to others who 

Under hypnosis, she recalled 
being in a round room with a 
large man and a being with huge 
dark eyes. The being communi
cated with her telepathically, 
telling her not to be afraid. 

"There are a growing number 
of people now in this country who 
maintain that they've been 
abducted by extraterrestrials," he 
said. "Mary's story is one of the 
few . .. where she's actually been 
given some evidence, both in 
physical scars on the body and 
also information in the way of Wunder's experience is not 
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Colored Lights In The Sky 

Family Witnesses UFO 'Fireworks' 
By Carole Baker 

While they had always been open
minded about the existence of UFOs, 
the recent experience of a Pensacola 
family has left no doubt in their minds. 
They were, indeed, witness to a spec
tacular UFO display. 

On Friday, April14, the family of 
three was driving toward Holt from 
Baker on Highway 189 South. It was 
about 7:30 p.m. and not fully dark. 
They initially saw three yellow lights 
that came up from the tree line to the 
west. These lights appeared to be com
ing toward them. 

As they watched, the three yellow 
lights each split into one red and two 
yellow lights, forming a triangle with 

. the red lights at the southwestern cor
ner of each triangle. These lights then 
just went out and were replaced by a 
circular configuration of a "hundred 
little points of yellow light" which also 
just "went out" after several seconds. 

Amazed and excited about what 
they had seen, they continued driving 
south, all talking excitedly about their 
experience. 

You can imagine how amazed they 

were when the yellow lights appeared 
again in the eastern sky to their left, 
and repeated the same performance as 
before. 

They stopped their vehicle near the 
junction of Hwy. 189 and Hwy. 90 to 
see if they could see anything else in 
the sky. 

After watching for a few minutes, 
they observed the same pattern again 
- three amber lights, the triangle 
shapes with red lights on one comer 
and the circular pattern of little yel
low lights. After this all went out, they 
thought they had "seen everything," 
but they were wrong. 

Instead of disappearing completely 
from the sky, the circular pattern, or 
ball of little yellow lights, appeared 
to have "closed up" into something 
that resembled a frreball with each of 
the little lights looking like a spark. 

This "fireball" shot across the sky 
in front of them at tremendous speed 
for a couple of seconds, leaving a trail 
in the sky like a comet, and then ap

peared to come to a dead stop and go 
out. In the sky where it had been, how
ever, there remained a line of "black 
dots in the sky, in the shape of a letter 

'L'" which slowly faded out. 
The whole sighting lasted about 10 

minutes from start to finish, and oc
CWTed at about 20 degrees from the 
horizon. 

All three of the observers were ex
tremely excited about what they had 
witnessed and are totally convinced 
that what they had seen was a spec
tacular UFO sighting. 

The Pensacola/Gulf Breeze 
MUFON group is CWTently investigat
ing this sighting, and therefore the 
names of the witnesses are being with
held at this time in order not to preju
dice this investigation. 

If anyone reading this report was 
in the area where this sighting took 
place at around 7:30p.m. on April14 
and saw anything unusual in the sky, 
or if you have seen anything unusual 
in the sky at all anywhere in our area, 
please come forward and call the 
MUFON hotlineand438-3261. Keep 
looking up! 

diagrams and symbols which she 
has deciphered and given various 
prophesies which have come true. 
In her case, you do find the extra 
quality that you don't find in a lot 
of these other cases." 

But to Wunder, the unusual 
explanation isn't necessarily more 
fun. 

Since the experience, she has 
written five newsletters about 
symbols that flashed in her mind 
as she was trying to fall asleep. 

Beckley added skeptics 
wouldn't believe Wunder' s story 
regardless of the evidence. 

Bela Scheiber, president of 
Boulder-based Rocky Mountain 
Skeptics, agreed. The evidence 

"I would have to be a genius 
to concoct such elaborate sym
bols, let alone tell people about 
it," she said. "This goes against 
everything I've been taught all 
my life." 

Extraterrestrial Highway Bill 
Lifts OH From Nevada Assembly 

A880Ciated PreBB 

Carson City 
If tourists have as much fun 

driving on Nevada's "Extraterres· 
trial Alien Highway" as the Assem· 
bly did passing the bill giving it 
that designation, the state could 
make a lot of money. 

AB533 would change the name 
of State Route 375 in an attempt to 
lure tourists and exploit the tales 
of UFO sightings in the remote 
southern Nevada town of Rachel. 

The bill's sponsor, Assembly
man Roy Neighbors, D-Tonopah, 
said the name change would give 
an economic boost to Lincoln and 
Nye counties, where the highway 
runs 98 miles from Hiko to Warm 
Springs. Rachel, about 140 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas, is halfway 
between the two towns. 

The fun began at the measure's 
Las Vegas hearing when propo
nents donned space alien masks, 
antennae and pointy ears as they 
made their pitch. 

Backed up by spacey sound ef
fects, Neighbors said on the As· 
sembly floor that reported UFO 
sightings "are part of the fantasy 
and the excitement of the tourist 
attraction that is Nevada." 

If Rachel, Nevada, becomes the 
state tourist center, "we're in a lot 
of trouble," wisecracked Assem
blyman John Carpenter, R-Elko. 

The fun was almost cut short 
by Ways and Means Chairman 
Morse Arberry, D-Las Vegas, who 
reluctantly but seriously suggest
ed the measure needed to be put 
on the chief clerk's desk for 
amendment because as written it 
would force the state highway 
fund to pily -for signs marking the 
highway. 

Testimony from the Transpor
tation Department indicated that 
the approximately $3,300 for signs 
already is in its budget and would 
not cause a problem, Neighbors 
said. 

The measure passed unani· 
mously and, at the request of its 
sponsor, was ordered "beamed 
over to the Senate." 

CHRONICLE, San Francisco, 

CA - May 30, 1995 



J Possible UFO's observed in Barrow skies? 
c,; 

By Earl Finkler recently when they have been getting more 
street lights and other lights. 

one. 

Barrow residents had an early 1995 
~ treat-or mystery, in a UFO sighting out 
C'l overtheChukchiSeaSundaynightandearly 

Monday morning. (January 1 and 2) "There 
..C were orange and blue lights out over the 

ocean southwest toward Wainwright," said 

~ ~~: ~;~~t:;:.::=!ol:y~~~eki~~ 

to look on the road to the gravel pit near his 
house just off the beach area at the edge of 
town. He said he drove over to look, and then 
carne home, and then went back out to try 
and figure out what they were. "It bugged me 
for a while and then I started eliminating 
various explanations," he said. "Final! y, I 
looked closely and saw that they resembled 
the lights from the DEW line station and the 
village of Wainwright," he said. 

While Opie was satisfied, others in Bar
row were not, and called N~h Slope Bor
ough Search and Rescue Director Chuck 
Caldwell a number of times at home. "We 
went over to the airport and took off around 
midnightandflewto500feettn lookaround," 
Caldwell said. "But as saon as we took off, 
the lights disappeared, and then the reap
peared as soon as we landed. He said he 
agrees with the idea that it was some sort of 
natural phenomenon reflecting the lights of 
Wainwright. He said there was also a call 
about four weeks ago about some lights over 
the ocean, but that nothing developed on that 

''I'm not prepared to believe it was a 
UFO," he said. "But that raises an interesting 
question," he added. "What would we have 
done if it was something up there? I'm glad 
we didn't have to find out." 

Opie said he had such thoughts as well. 
"I wanted to believe it as much as the next 
guy," he said. 

of like when people can see ocean ice far on 
:::! the horizon, and that they appeared and 
; disappeared from around midnightto around 
'd 4:00 a.m. "They were quivering and mov
~ ing-not real distinct," he said. 
.c: Opie said about 60 cars and trucks carne 
;.I 
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Opie said he figured it was some kind of 
mir~ or reflection off the clouds. He said 
hunters have reported seeing similar lights 
from Barrow 80 miles away out on the 
tundra, but that people have not expected 
such lights from the villages until more 

Local free-lance writer Elise Patkotak 
said if there is something alien up there over 
Barrow, she wants to make contact. "I want 
to get to a different world-to try a different 
planet," she said. "Some place where there 
are no Republicans or Rush Limbaugh." 

~ Scientists say mystery more likely mirage 
5 By Ed Myers and then back to shore, but why were they with greatly differing density . As the light normal nights. 
tn reversed? passes from one layer to another the light GlenShawsaidthathe'dliketohavetwo 
~ On Sunday night people gathered on the Larry called theW ainwright Public Ser- bends because the layers act like lenses. more pieces of information. One is the direc-
o 
~ beach in Barrow to gaze and to wonder at vice Office where his brother John Owen is There can be strange effects. Early sci- tion of the lights from Barrow. If the lights 

mysterious lights maybe thirty miles out on on duty . John received his brother's call entistsandexplorersontheislandofNovaya were a mirage from Wainwright, he'd ext the pack ice in the direction of Wainwright. about 2 a.m . A dispatcher in Wainwright Zem Ia in the Arctic Ocean reported inverted pect Barrow observers to be looking toward 
~ At one point there were about 30-40 cars went outside to see what she could see, but mirages, which are now known as the Wainwright. Layers of air bend light down. 

gathered by the gravel pit. People were there was nothing to see. Novaya Zemla effect. The layers of air act There is a limit to how much the light is 
wondering if the lights were from UFO's or "ll was probably a mirage," said Dr. Glen like mirrors to tum images backward and likely to be bent in a horizontal direction. If 
a submarine or other military activities. Shaw, an atmospheric scientist at UAF who even upside down. That is perhaps what you look at a map, you '11 see that people at 

Public Service Officer Larry Owen of stud'ies arctic haze and who knows Barrow caused the spectacle at Barrow. Barrow can look across pack ice toward 
Barrow was curious so he drove along the and Wainwright. Shaw said that mirages are Barrow is about 85 miles from Wain- Wainwright because the shoreline curves 
beach road toward Wainwright until he could common in the arctic and Antarctic, even wright, and light can travel just about that south between Barrow and Wainwright. 
see both Wainwright and the lights out on the more common than in deserts. iar through the atmosphere under good con- Shaw would also like to know the tern
ice. the lights of Wainwright and the lights Atmospheric conditions that night were ditions, Shaw said. Conditions were good. peratures of the layers of air over Barrow 
on the ice seemed the same, but reversed. probablygoodformirages,Shawsaid.Warm ThesarnenightawomanfrOIIftAtqasuksaid that night. The Barrow station sends up 
The flashing green light in Wainwright air- air had crossed the Brooks Range from the she could see the lights of txth Barrow and weather balloons and transmitters twice a 
port was on the right side of town but the south . It is very possible that little jets of Wainwright. Meteorologist Carl daytomeasurepressure,humidity,andtem
Oashing light out on the ice was on the left. warm air had pushed themselves into the McCutcheon at Fairbanks airport reported perature. A report of sharp temperature in
Owen wondered if the lights were reflected pancake of coldairthatsitsoverthe pack ice. that he saw the lights of Eielson Air Force versions would support the mirage theory. 
off the clouds to something far out on the icc When that happens , there can be layers of air base, lights which he could not sec on But you may prefer the UFO theory. 
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Lecture discusses 'provocative' topic 
Staff Writer 

For years people have claimed 
to see UFOs or aliens. Some even 
claim they have been aboard alien 
spacecraft. 

Last Thursday night, addressing 
a restless, overflowing . crowd, 
MiChael Iindeman, UFO and alien 
expert, said there is ·definitely 
something going on in the skies. 

''What may be considered non
sense by many when reported, if 
not always accurate, it is at least 
provocative," he said. 

The provocative idea there may 
be something to investigate has 
compelled him to spend the last 
six years studying the UFO phe
nomenon. 

As a writer, researcher and lec
turer, Lindeman presents the facts. 

"I try to report evidence - evi
dence that means something is 
going on, and there are people in 
the government who damn well 
know it" 

After studying thousands of 
cases, Lindeman is convinced the 
people who report these cases are 
sincere. 

"Calls come in from all types of 
people. These are not nuts," he 
said. "I have learned from a great 
many who are more expert. I have 
learned from people with no expe
rience." 

The one thing they all have in 
common is they believe they saw 
something. 

Lindeman said he was not 
speaking to establish what was or 
was not true, but to share informa
tion. 

· "Number one, real UFOs do 
exist. The assumption of real 
UFOs does not equate with alien 
spacecraft, but it might," he said. 

"Number two, some sightings and 
reports seem to be unexplainable." 

Ninety percent of all reports are 
categorized as weather phenome
non, aircraft or hallucinations, he 
said. 

In 1987, citizens of Gulf Breeze, 
Fla., called in more reports than 
any other area. However, calls 
have come in from all 50 states. 

"{UFOs) have been sighted by 
people of professional standing, 
children and well-educated white
collar workers," .Lindeman said. 

The concentration of UFO activ
ity changes. 

Many of the "hot" areas are 
close to military installations, but 
the government denies any of this 
activity is related to secret testing 
or other research, he said. 

The Roswell Incident of 1947left 
many unanswered questions. 
People claim to have seen the 

The Auburn Plalnsman/J. THURSTON 

crashing of an alien spacecraft in 
the Arizona desert. 

Shortly afterward, government 
agents converged on the sight, 
loaded all of the evidence into 
government aircraft and flew off. 
The media was told it was a 
weather balloon that had crashed, 
Lindeman said. 

A photograph and a story about 
the crash were printed in The 
Roswell Daily Record the next day. 
However, the newspaper story 
did not satisfy everyone. 
Witnesses said what they had seen 
was not a weather balloon. Also 
reported was the discovery of 
alien bodies, he said. 

"The number of witnesses does 
not make it true, but it does make 
it interesting," Lindeman said. 

Some former government 
employees believe the govern
ment is not telling all, he said. 

In his book, Blank Check, The 
Pentagon's Black Budget, Tim 
Weiner writes about the $35 .bil
lion yearly budget which '"no one 
talks about." 

Lindeman said, "It seems that 
we have alien technology. Have 
we hidden it, denied it, studied it 
and _now reproduced it? Are we 
building these spacecrafts?" 

Lindeman said the military 
denies they are responsible for any 
of these sightings. 

"There has been a long history 
of cat-and-mouse between the 
United States military and UFOs," 
Lindeman said. "They even con
ducted studies on how to convince 
the public UFOs were not real. It 
was called 'Project Blue Book,' but 
they kept coming across unex
plainable cases." 

Photographs and videos from 
unusual sightings are often classi
fied as fakes, even though there 
have been thousands of docu
mented UFO sightings, including 
those in Russia, Belgium and 
France, he said. 

Lindeman said there were prob
ably people in the audience who 
had similar experiences, but 
would not admit it "for fear of 
being labeled a nut." 

He said these stories might be 
taken more seriously if the gov
ernment had not adopted the 
practice of dismissing these 
claims. In 1953, the CIA told 
President Eisenhower, "UFOs do 
not pose a threat to social order." 

Being open-minded to the possi-: 
bility of UFO existence has 
changed Lindeman's life. 

"I changed my career in July of 
1989. I had lived for 40 years with
out a thought of UFOs. It is a phe
nomena. It is changing lives, and, 
therefore, it is important." 

ADVERTISER. Lebanon. IL 

April 19. 1995 

Lebanonite 
notes strange 
aerial light 

Ralph W. Powers, Jr., of Lebanon 
spotted an unusual lighJ in the skies 
over town several weeks ago about 
10:30 p.m. as he was walking on the 
McKendree College campus near the 
corner of Alton Street and College 
Road. 

He said the phenomenon tasted up 
to half a minute as tl m31te its way 
from north-northwest to the southern 
horizon in a zigzagged pattern. He 
also said the light went of and Lhen 
reappeared before being lost beyond 
Lhe horizon. 

Powers told Lhe Advertiser the 
image appeared oval in shape, with 
red underneath it but no following 
trail. He estimated the size of the 
visible image as Lhat of a "ball across 
a street." He said he has lived much 
of his life near airplanes and feels 
sure it was not an airplane. 

He was subsequently on St. Louis 
television channel 30 telling of the 
sighting, which he said was also wit
nessed by sheriffs deparunent person· 
nel in Jefferson County as it was said 
to have circled trees in the vicinity. 

2 



0 
u 

Another light show 
mystifies observers 

By ERIN SMlTii 
The Pueblo Chi1j1uin 

three differen~ li~hts glowing 
red,. b!qc and w}lllc, although 
not 111 sequence. · 

T.he lights were hovering, 
stalionary anq at treetop lev
el, before moving off and van
ishing, Norton said. 

The undersheriff said at 
one point ~he lights were "as 
bright as a lightning bolt, but 
would last as long as a flash 
on a camera. 

scribed as ''like a yard light 
sitting out there" were not 
consistent with what is seen 
on aircraft. 

~~"~ DEL NORTE- The lights 
N on GrS!enie MOl,ntajn, up 

el .c: Rock. Creek Canyon south
~ ~ west of · Monte Vista, are 
~ ~ back. 
H Rio Qranqe COtmty Undcr-

al otne.rs went to check out 
the ~i~ua(ion. 

N9rton identified tht:: oth
ers as aqother sheriffs dep
uty, a detention officer, a 
search llnd rescue memper, a 
volunteer firemctn from Pel 
Norte fire Department and 
two Monte Vista police offi
cers. 

The three lights separated 
and were located at thrre dif
ferent points of the area, at 
the :>O~Jtneast corner of 
Grecnic Mountain, ncar the 
mount&in mjdway from Rock 
Creek, and at Bishop Rock, 
Norton said. 

Tqey put out a beam of 
light lighting up the ground" 
but it was too dark to sec 
whether there was any shape 
behind them. 

" I won't speculate what 
they were. I enJoy people call
ing and reporting them, but I 
don'l: know what to do. We 
have no equipment to track 
them," Norton :;aid . 

Norton said he thought 
qbout ca.lling NORAD as he 
did when strange blue lights 
were spotted in the same area 
in Januqry 1994 but decided 
thefe was no point because 
NORAD "wouldn't tell us 
any~hing and they'q deny it's 
on radar." 

ES sheriff Brian Norton said his 
office received calls Wednes
day night from two people re
g&rqing ~~nHl~e lights around 
the mountaip so he ctnd sever-

.... 

What tqey S<IW from about 
ll :45 p.rn. Wednesday until 
about l a.m. Thursday were 

.... 
~ a THEY.RE STILL HERE! 
~ 
t:l 

The lights "stooq still. T)1ey 
111<!Qe no noise . We were close 
enough tllat if tiH.:re had been 
noise, we would h<Jve heard 
it," Norton said . 

T)lere were no reports of 
downed aircraft and the 
lights, which Norton de-

~ 
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Over Topanga 
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~ By Preeton E. Dennett 
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In 1988. I wrote a Messenger article 
UFOS OVER TOPANGA. which told four 
aa:ounts about Topanga residents who had 
seen UFOs. That was the beginning. 

Then, on the evening of June 14, 
1992, the Malibu/Last Hills Sherlfi's 
station received four calls reporting UFOs 
over Topanga. One call came from a couple 
who sta.ted that a bright object Ut up their 
bedroom. Three other calls came from 
people who were driving through the 
canyon. TWo of the callers said they were 
chased down the boulevard by UFOs. One 
of the aillers reported that their car was 
llfted up. 

The office of the MESSENGER also 
received calls, and the results were written 
up in the July 2, 1992 edition, 'The Sixth 
Enrounter: They Came Once More." This 
prompted more witnesses to step forth, and 
since then. I have been conducting an 
ongoing investigation of UFOs over 
Topanga. I was able to find several other 
witnesses to the June 1992 incident. and 
to .JJiy.u sur'JWise,i-. • the .slght.lngs. have 
con.ttmled, .lt -- was as If Topanga was 
experiencing some type of wave of UFO 
actMty. Topanga residents continued to 
report seeing all kinds of UFOS. from 
star-like lights that dart at rlght angles to 
disk-shaped metallic craft that swoop 
silently through the canyon. 

This activity continued unabated all 
through 1993. I kept expecting the reports 
to slow down. but the year 1994 proved to 
be as active as ever. with at least seven 
solid cases. 

CASE ONE 
This case comes from UFO investigator 

Don Waldrop. On the night before the 
January. 17 Northrldge quake, at around 
9:30 pm. Marcellina and her roommate 
Mike (not their real names) were driving by 
the Top 0 ' Topanga. to their home at the 
trailer park. At this point, they saw an 
object floating over Henry Ridge, over the 
water tanks. As Waldrop's prelbnlnary 
report states, the object was "rectangular 
with the front end coming to a point" .. 
she called It crystal shaped. "It had many 
red lights and there was a cluster of red, 
yellow and green lights In the bottom 
center. It looked as If It was towing another 
smaller structure In the shape of a 
half·circle that was also lit with red Ughts. 

As they watched . the craft passed low 
over their heads and moved slowly off to 

the south east. 

"Suddenly it was over us, we lost 
control of the car and it lifted us up in 
the sky. I'm telling you, I've never 
been more frightened in my life." 

CASE1WO 
This case occurred one evening In 

early February and Involves a Topanga 
resident who wishes to remain anonymous. 
As she says. "I was driving home around 
midnight. up Entrada. along Muerdago . 
There's one place that has a cuJVe, a 
panorama to the west , a really good view of 
the sky. I stopped my car and looked up 
and I saw a red light. It was pretty far up. 
Just floating and bobbing up and down . 
And then It would disappear and It would 
reappear. It was like It was coming In and 
out of dimensions. into this dimension. 
And then It would cross really fast. and I 
would just see this stream of light where It 
would cross. And it would appear again. 
And I'd see It just kind of bouncing and 
bllnking. and kind of appearing and 
disappearing. The main thing that blew me 
away was how It could move that way. It 
was pretty Interesting. I knew that a plane 
couldn't move that way ... ! didn't see It 
turning. It moved in straight lines and yet 

made patterns. It would move so fast that I 
would see streams of lt. It looked like It 
was almost drawing. I could see the 
streams from the way It was moving. I 
would think, 'Oh. my God! What was 
that?' It looked like something from 
geometry or something. The streams were 
sometimes shapes ... l've seen a UFO before, 
so It didn 't surprlse me so much to see one. 
But It did surprlse me to see the way It 
moved . It just challenged my whole 
thinking that something could move that 
way. It was just mind-boggling." 

CASE THREE 
In March of 1994. an anonymous male 

Topanga resident called me to report his 
own enrounter. One evening he was driving 
near the Top 0 ' Topanga when he saw a 
large rectangular-shaped craft hovering 
over the ridge, surrounded by 
helicopter-like objects. 'This thing was like 
a jet. but It had different lights. It looked 
like It had wings. but it was going too slow. 

It was way up in the sky. It was going 
somewhere, cruising, and It turned. It did 
an arc. It was just going really slow. I 
think there was another one before It, 
because there were at least ten escorts 
flying, just buzzing around .. . little ones. 
They were flying around every night, just 
the escorts. They were like helicopters, but 
they were silent...they lookc:c;l like 
helicopters, but they didn't make any 
noise. And there were so many of them, 
and every night they were Dying." 

The resident states that the escorts 
looked Uke helicopters, except they were 
totally silent. He Is sure that the large 
object was not a plane. It was moving too 
slowly and made only a soft buzzing noise. 
As he says. "I did hear the big one once, 
because that was Uke the second time. I did 
see It two times. And one time I didn't hear 
any noise. But one time I heard Uke a 
hwnmlng sound. Uke mmmmmm ... that's 
what It sounded like. When I saw this, I 
thought, Wow. there must be a lot of 
people seeing this!'" 

It was the way the object moved that 
Impressed the resident. "It was moving like 
It was just lifting. like It was just hovering. 
But It was moving. It had some speed. but 
not much .. .It was so big that you'd think It 
would have to have more speed to get 
enough lift. It just kind of cruised. It went 
by and was gone. I was getting all scared 
when I was watching it. It was 
welrd-looklng ... lt was strange ·whatever It 
was. It could have been like a disk that's 
not really round . It looked like some kind of 
flat thing. but It was long. To me, It looked 
like a bus. but flatter. not really tall .. .like If 
you were close. it would be really wide ·
like a type of rectangle or something." 

The witness Is sure the object was not 
a plane because "Jets don't come up 
through the Canyon. not that low. It was 
Just going rlght up through the middle of 
the Canyon. There's a ravine between the 
mountains, and It was going through there. 
at the top of the mountains. It was above 
me. but It was below the mountain tops. It 
was In the Canyon ." 

CASE FOUR 
The above report Is corroborated by 

another sighting In virtually the same 
location. On July 16. 1994, at around 9:00 
pm. Bruce Men1field and Reina Massey 
were driving south Into the Canyon when 
they saw a large object hovering over the 
Top 0 ' Topanga area. "We were driving 
down the road and I turned around and I 
looked, and I saw this thing with a bunch 
of bright lights. All of a sudden. it was 
appearlng over the side of a hill . And then 
all of a sudden. It just stopped. 

Then It pitched Itself sideways and all 
I saw was the bottom of lt...lt was kind of 
strange. It was only like a hundred feet 
above the ground and It didn't have any 
noise. It was really blzarre ... lt was huge. 
And It had a weird shape to it. It was Uke 

(continued on page 4) 
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Film of 'alien the roof of a house ... It tapered to the 
bottom. yet It was bigger at the top. It had 
five sides to ft. It was huge. When I first 
saw it. It had llke sixteen lights on the 
bottom. And then as I turned around to 
figure out what It was. and they 
quadrupled in number ... it was quite an 
amazing experience. It was something that 
I never thought I would see." 

Reina Massey reports the same details . 
"It just turned on Its side and we saw the 
botlom part . It was facing us. the bottom. 
It was like tilted. Bruce said. 'What 's that?' 
I'm all. 'Oh. nothing.' I didn't really look . 
And then I started looking because It was 
so big. and we were getting close to lt. And 
I'm llke, 'Wow' I don't know what It lsi' I 
kept looking over at It, and It was Just so 
odd. I've never seen anything looking like 
that. It was really big. and It was like a 
triangle shape -- not really a triangle shape. 
maybe an octagon ... lt was very unusual . I 
don't know tf It was a spaceship. but what 
else could It have been? This one wasn 't 
round as everyone says It should be. It was 
like a flying boat." 

Bruce and Reina had pulled over to 
watch the object. After it left. they drove 
back to the Top 0 ' Topanga to look for ft. 
but by then It was gone. 

CASE FIVE 
One evening In mid -August 1994. a t 

around 9:30 pm. two San fernando Valley 
residents were drtving through Topa nga 
when they saw a large white globe of light 
hovertng over Henry Ridge on the northern 
edge of Topanga. Phillip (not his real name) 
noticed the light first. "I looked over to the 
left and there was a bright light that looked 
almost like a landing beacon of an air-plane 
hovertng in the sky ... and we pulled over 
and popped the top of the car. And I got 
out and took a look. And It just sort of 
hung there. But the thing that was 
peculiar was. we got back In the car and 
continued our ascent Into the Valley. and It 
seemed as tf It was following us parallel. I 
know this can be a visual phenomenon. but 
it continued long enough for me to say that 
It wasn 't a light sitting on a pole or 
something like that...ft was definitely not a 
planet. I know what Venus looks like. I 
know what Jupiter looks like. and it wasn 't 
an airplane because It was relatively stable 
in the sky for quite some time ... but It was 
interesting and unusual enough that we 
did stop and look." 

Ph!Uip's girlfriend, Mandy (not her real 
name) reports the same details . 'What was 

really odd about this thing was that It was 
extremely bright. just extremely bright, and 
relatively low In the sky as compared to the 
stars. and completely motionless and 
sUent.. .ft was very clear to me that It wasn't 
a star and It wasn't a planet. It was just 
too big. 

Mandy was even more Impressed 
because the evening before she had seen 
the exact same thing from her backyard In 
Reseda. Although I am tempted to label 
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this case as a close encounter with Venus. 
the witnesses Insist that what they saw was 
definitely not Venus. It Is also true that 
Venus had already set by that hour, so the 
Venus theory Is insufficient. Their story Is 
also supported by the following case. 

CASE SIX 
Therapist Linda Jordan has a friend 

who owns a house up Old Topanga Canyon 
and they often spend evenings together In 
there. She had always been Interested In 
UfOs. but had never seen one. Uttle did 
she know that she was In the tight place to 
have an encounter. 

One evening In mid-August. Unda and 
her friend were In the bedroom when their 
attention was drawn to a huge bright globe 
of white light hovering outside. It was 11 :30 
pm. Unda says. 'There's a lot of windows in 
my friend 's house. and through one of the 
side windows In his bedroom. aU of a 
sudden . there was this huge bright light. 
And I said to him, 'Look at that!'. And he 
sat up and he said , 'Wow! What's that?' 
And I got up out of bed . And he said . 
'You're going to go outside. aren't you?' 
And I said. 'Yes!' 

The two witnesses stared at the light 
through the trees. but neither of them were 
able to Identify it. Unda says ''We watched 
It for a few minutes. and It was not moving. 
And It was much . much too bright to be a 
star. I was just about positive about that 
fact... It was bright enough to make us both 
get up and go outside to look. and we've 
never done that before. It was not a plane. 
because there are always a lot of planes 
that we see from his deck. and a lot of 
planes I've seen from his deck coming 
towards me. So I ruled that out after a few 
minutes . You see. the thing Is. he's very 

skeptical. and he thought it was unusual. 
It wasn 't just me saying, 'Wow! Look at 
that!' It was him feeling the same way." 

After several minutes of watching the 
light. the two of them returned inside. 

CONCLUSIONS 

What are these people seeing? 
• Secret government aircraft? 
• Hallucinations? 
• Allen spacecraft? 
It would be easy to discount these 

reports If there weren't so many. 
To date, I have Investigated over 

seventy separate UFO encounters over 
Topanga Canyon. The witnesses have 
Included doctors, pilots, teachers, truck 
drivers, housewives and even vagrants. 

The encounters Involve metallic ships 
casting down beams of light, landing In the 
fields , chasing cars, and darting through 
the sky at unbelievable speeds. 

With the number of witnesses well 
over a hundred, Topanga has gained quite 
a reputation as a UFO hot spot. 

In early July. 1994 the television 
program ENCOUNTERS ventured Into 
Topanga Canyon with a local UFO group to 
attempt to contact a UFO. To everyone's 
surprise and delight. a globe of 
orange-white llght bobbed up and down 
over Henry Ridge before disappearing from 
view. The segment appeared on the fox 
Network October 15. None of us was able 
to Identify the light. K1LA news has also 
ventured Into Topanga in search of UFOs. 

As can be seen, Topanga, for whatever 
reason, has become a UFO hot spot. If you 
or someone you know has seen a UFO over 
Topanga or elsewhere, or if you Just want 
to know more, please feel free to call me at 
(818) 348-3892. • 

!>. 

~ 
c:: 
0 
u corpse' gives c.? 
p::: UFO fans u 

"" a boost 0'1 

~ 

r:t:J The Guardian 
~ 

·~ LONDON 
~ T he British UFO Research 

Association announced last 
1 week that a U.S. govern-
~ ment film had come into its 
~ possession which shows evidence of 
ca the existence of alien life forms. 
u According to the association -which 
~ will show the film at a conference in 

u Sheffield in August - the footage = shows U.S. military scientists examin-
.. ing the corpse of an extra-terrestrial 
~ whose spacecraft crashed near the 
> New Mexico town of Roswell in 1947. 
S The newly-publicized Roswell inci
g dent, which has been attributed to 
: rocket-testing and a crashed weather 

balloon as well as aliens, occurred z when interest in 'flying saucers' was 
~ growing in the United States. (The 

SPACE BEINGS 

term UFO was introduced by the U.S. 
Air Force in 1953.) During the Second 
World War, rocket technology had 
developed so fast that space travel 
appeared to be within people's grasp. 

Toward the end of the war, U.S. 
pilots and civilians had reported mov
ing lights in the sky known as 'too
fighters'. Although these reports 
were probably caused by the atmos
pheric effects of battle damage, they 
continued after the war and some 
ufologi._sts - people who study UFOs 
- attributed them to visits from 
aliens. This became known as the 
'extra-terrestrial hypothesis' or ETH. 

By the late '70s, more people had 
were reporting encounters of a fourth 
kind - abduction by alien beings. By 
the start of the 1980s, thousands of 
cases had been reported, 90 per cent 
of which were in the U.S. 

Usually they involved someone trav
elling late at night, seeing a bright 
light in the sky and ending up in a dif
ferent place a few hours later. Over a 
period of time, sometimes under hyp
nosis, the "contactee" remembers the 
lost hours, which involved being 
taken into an alien spacecraft and hav
ing some kind of medical examina
tion. 

Doctors who have examined these 
people have no doubt that their trau
ma is genuine. 

But their experiences are often 
explained as dreams or powerful 
flights of imagination. As with every 
other type of close encounter, no hard 
proof that they really happened has 
yet been provided. 

Although the film from New Mexico 
may not convince the skeptics, it may 
persuade scientists to look more 
closely at the claims of ufologists. 0 

roi ACROSS VOLUSIA 

~ Disney encounter 
~ lifts UFO believers 

ALien Encounters from Tam.arrow
land attracted little attention from 
the public, perhaps because it ran at 
midnight But it captivated follow
ers of the UFO phenomenon. 

sion actor Robert Urich. Word of the 
film and its contents is spreading 
quickly throughout the national 
liFO community, Zanghi said 

In the film's opening sequence, a 
.. spacecraft" flits across the sky 
while Urich intones: 

ing that America unintentionally in
vited aliens to Earth by exploding 
the atomic bomb in 1945 and creat
ing a "cosmic calling card" 

Retired Air Force intelligence offi
cer Kevin Randle explains that the 
federal government found it im
perative to withhold UFO informa
tion. Technologically superior civil
iZations ·invariably undermine the 
social structure of technologically 
infenor civilizations and cause their 
collapse, he said 

ing mileage as possible. Steve :sa. 
ker, a theme park consultant in ~ 
lando, told The Oriando Sentinel in 
January that the new Tomorrow~ 
land could draw up to 1 million visi
tors - depending on the strength of 
Disney's marketing. 

0 within the next five years, 
-o we might be exploring the 
~ universe in an alien space-
~ ttafl. 
~ 'Jllat's what believers in UFOs say 

.. - the aliens are coming. 
t1 Walt Disney World wants us prez pared far the experience. 
~ :pisney is revamping its Tornor
:z; rowland attraction and the corner
~ stooe of the $100 million project is 

The Extra'I'ERRORestrial Alien En
C()Ullter. 

To help spread the word about 1ts 
nellll' attraction, Disney produced a 
film about UFOs. alien abductions 
and a government cover-up. The 
hourlong film was broadcast locally 
on WOFI.rChannel35 in Lake Mary 
on March 18. 

They are in a frenzy of delight 
over the film, which promotes the 
new attraction but wraps it in a 
boldly written documentary that 
leaves no doubt about the existence 
of alien intelligence - at least in 
the minds of believers . 

"No one believes ALien Encoun
ters has anything to do with Alien 
Encounters at Disney World," said 
DeLand resident Don Zanghi, who 
counsels UFO abductees. 

"We believe the purpose of it is 
that the government is doing a con
trolled release of information and 
the best way to do it is throogh Dis
ney," he said 

Disney recruited free-lance film
maker Andy Thomas, a UFO believ
er, to research, write and produce 
the film. which is narrated by televi-

''This is not sv.ramp gas. It is not a 
flock of birds. This IS an actuaf 
spacecraft piloted by alien intelli
gence - one sighting from tens of 
thousands made over the last 50 
years on virtually every continent 
on the globe. 

"Intelligent life from distant gal
axies is now attempting to make 
open contact with the human raee 
tmd tonight we'll show you the evi
dence." 

The next sequence is classic Dis
ney - Mickey Mouse and dancing 
paint brushes, Tinkerbell and fire
works exploding around Cinder
ella's castle. Disney CEO Michael 
Eisner even appears on camera, 

Then there's Urich again, explain-

So was the film created for the 
g<M!rrunent to confess to past ~ 
deeds, to let the public in on its se
crets? 

Nah. 
"'The government has nothing to 

do with the television sh~. It's 
strictly a 'IV vehicle to promote the 
new attraction," said Tim Klein, 
senior producer far broadcast JD8I'o 

keting at Disney. 
A huge financial incentive exists 

for Disney to get as much market-

Perhaps Zanghi and Disney both 
will get what they want. Disney 
wants more visitors at the Magic 
Kingdom. 

And Zanghi is glad to see the 
UFO story told in a strong, positive 
forum. "What is there [in the film] is 
what we have been saying an along, 
only in stronger terms.:' 
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UFO Abduction Tales Not Quite So Alien 
Mainstream ~iety Finds Space for Supernatural Storytellers 

ByKariVick 
Wao~JiactonPoetSlaiiWriter 

alien abduction passe. *Now: Benbad said. "you 
have to have alien babies." 

The first time anyone reported that a spacecraft 
stopped his car on the interstate between Frederick 
and Baltimore, took him aboard and fiddled with his 
manhood, there were no alien abduction support 
groups waiting back on the ground. It was the early 
1970s, and whatever may have actually happened to 
Michael Bershad late one night on Interstate 70, he 
knew of no one else who claimed to have experienced 
anything like it. 

. What changed was not Bersbad's bizarre account, al
ways a source of wonder even to him. What changed 
was how people looked at him when he spoke of it. 
Lately, Bershad has the eeriest feeling that his story 
has crept into the realm of the accepted. 

But that was 20 years ago. 

·The scientific establishment considers alien abduc
tion no such thing, of course, and really would rather 
not consider it at all. UCLA researcher Ronald K. Sie
gel has explained everything about the abduction phe
nomenon-including the impressive anguish of self-de
scribed abductees-as a consequence of "normal 

Today, even tabloid TV shows find his story of 

hallucinatory powers of the brain." who arranged in 1978 to have Bee
But last year, he declined an invita- shad hypnotized. 
tion to say so on national television, In the trance, Bershad recalled 
thinking at the time that alien abduc- the night in 1973 when he says he 
tion was a fad that had already pulled his car over after seemg- a 
passed. spacecraft in the rearview mirror. 

"Apparently, it's not," Siegel said. The aliens were about four feet tall, 
From supermarket tabloids to TV had big black eyes and gray com

talk shc;>ws to ~etwork p~e time, plexions and wore black, he said. 
the notJon of alien abductJon m<?ved They guided him on board and took 
from oddball subculture to a uruque a sperm sample that left him feeling 
p~ce in ~erican ~bl!e-neither "raped," he said. 
qwte believed nor dismissed out of Hopkins was thunderstruck by the 
hand, but treasured as a mystery. fact Bershad had · not remembered 

"' g~t a Jot o~ people who, I don:t any of it before. "How many other 
know if they ~lieve me or not, b~t 1t abduction experiences lay buried and 
sure seems like they want to believe ticking within how many other un
me," Ber~d sai~. '11tere's obvious- conscious minds?" Hopkins asked in 
Iy something gomg on that people his first book on the abduction phe-
respond to." nomenon, "Missing Time." 

The marketplace agrees. The One answer came from Michael 
centerpiece of Walt Disney Wor~d:s Shea, a federal government lawyer 
revamped Tomorrowland exh1b1t in Washington who ran across the 
wi~ be the ExtraTERROR~str~al book in 1985. "I started to read it, 
Alie~ E~counter. To promote 1t, Dis- and my whole soul was being ex
ney mv1ted reporters and self-de- posed " said Shea who now Jives in 
scr~bed abductees to Orlando th!s the Midwest. ' 
spr~g: In March_, the com~any s Shea claimed to have seen a 
teleVlSton arm ~tionally syndicated spacecraft on 1-70 on a night in 1973 
a one-hour s~ that set out "to or 1974, near the westbound exit ta 
show that ~~se alien encounte~ do Olney. But that was all he could re
take. ~lace, m the words of Disney call, he said, until he met Hopkins 
publicist Barbara W<~!fe~. and the details of his own terrifying 

h
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1
psrchiatnstt swallo~sl journey-being taken aboard the 

t e 1 ea w o e m a. con rovers_ta craft and having sperm extracted-
book. Kellogg toys With the prenuse . 
in a Rice Krispies commercial. And emerged under hypno~ts. . 
at the close of an episode of the hit About the same time, one ~xtt 
sitcom "Frasier," the title character, down 1-70, repo~ts of somethmg 
a psychologist, gazes into the night called the Sykes.v1lle Monst~r s!lr
sky. "Anything's possible," he says. faced after a c~ed UFO Sighting 

Longtime alien abduction believers above a reservmr was followed by a 
are understandably elated. To the ex- splash. A gro!lp called Center Force 
tent that popular culture reflects soon was staking out nearby Patapsco 
what they call"consensus reality," the Valley State Pa:k, on t!te Howa:d
possible now appears to encompass Carr?ll coun~ line, .sett~g out live 
small gray beings with big eyes bor- rabb1ts as bait and firing live ~o at 
rowing millions of ordinary Ameri- what members ~ red-eyed ~ens. 
cans, harvesting their reproductive The abductiOn reports qu1c~ly 
cells, then returning them to Earth to r~ched beyond Maryland. Hop~s 
tell their stories to therapists. sa1d two ne~ reports come to his 

"This once lightly regarded' phe- ~ew York C1ty .home. each day. He 
nomenon has slowly but inexorably ~terrupte? an mternew to answer 
moved toward the mainstream of pub- his other line. 
lie awareness," Budd Hopkins, father "New case," ~e said whe~ ~e came 
of the abduction "movement," boasted back. "'nterestmg. Austr~a. 
last year. "This is the war we've final- To get a handle on things, abduc-
ly begun to win." t~on enthusiasts in 1992 co~mis-

Victory carries a price, however. s10ned a Roper poll. From 1t, the 
After 100 television interviews, sponsors concluded that 2 percent of 

Bershad knows he feels better by Americans-about 5 million pea-
talking about what he calls "my ex- pie-reported the kind of unusual 
perience," a therapeutic benefit oth- experiences that could mean they 
ers find at the roughly 20 alien ab- had been abducted. 
duction support groups that have That profile also accommodates 
sprung up across the country, in- the most likely scientific explanation 
eluding in Washington. for abduction accounts. Every self-de-

Still, said the actor-blrned-produc- scribed abductee reports feeling para
er, he feels uneasy about a society in Iyzed during the experience, which of
which a person can be introduced at a ten occurs at night in bed. "Sleep 
party-as he recently was in Los An- paralysis" is a condition medical re
geles-as an alien abductee. search suggests may afflict 4 percent 

"'t was blase," Bershad said of the of people during their lifetimes. It 
reaction. comes between sleep and wakeful-

His memory of the abduction, he ness, "during that twilight zone when 
said, began with a vague sense of the brain doesn't switch very cleanly 
discomfort on the drive between his from dreams to waking," said Siegel, 
home in Baltimore and his girl- a research psychophannacologist at 
friend's in Frederick. He had a feel- the UCLA School of Medicine. 
ing that something had happened The sensation is vivid and often 
there but didn't know what. terrifying. It's a dream experience 

At the time, Bershad was an ama- within a · mind sufficiently awake t~ be 
teur expert on the legendary Bigfoot chronicled by all five senses and is 
creature, and Hopkins was known even logged as memory, Siegel said. 
best as an artist (he has paintings in Under this theory, the sexual activi
the Hirshhom Museum and a collage ties that many self-described abduc
in the Corcoran Gallery). After tees 'report could be explained by re
meeting through a conference on un- duced blood flow to the brain. 
explained phenomena, Bershad men- Researchers trace the sleep paral
tioned his 1-70 unease to Hopkins, ysis phenomenon to antiquity. Male 

Babylonians swore of being seduced 
by the female demon of the wind. '1n 
old Germany," Siegel said, "she was 
known as the Mare, this old ugly 
woman who sat on the chest of the 
dreamer and produced nightmares. 
That's where the word comes from." 

Siegel's own experience with 
sleep paralysis, recounted in the 
book "Fire in the Brain," seemed so 
reil to him that he bolted out of bed 
to search his home. 

"What people do is they mistake 
the vividness for truthfulness," he 
said. 

And what about reported abduc
tions on the road? Siegel agreed with 
University of Kentucky psychologist 
Robert Baker that drivers often see 
a bright light before they pull over 
and nod off, a syndrome known as 
the lsakower phenomenon. 

But the UFO establishment, as it's 
known, is not about to back off. It has 
had conferences on the grounds of the 
Massachusetts Institute of T echnolo
gy and Temple University. It has sent 
copies of the Roper poll to 95,000 
therapists and sponsored workshops 
urging recognition of alien abduction 
as a valid experience. 

"' think there's a good possibility 
there's sOmething going on here," said 
Gael McPherson Post, a Baltimore 
psychotherapist who has treated self
described abductees. "I don't think 
sleep paralysis goes far enough." 

Sleep paralysis does not explain 
why people seem to disappear for a 
while, advocates say, or account for 
marks on flesh said to be made by 
alien tools. Hopkins, emboldened by 
the growing acceptance, is writing 
his next book on what he calls the 
most prominent case, which he says 
was reported by eight witnesses in 
addition to the abductee. 

Hopkins said it happened at 3 a.m. 
on Nov. 30, 1989: A New York 
woman accompanied by three aliens 
floated out of her 12th-floor apart
ment into a spacecraft hovering over 
the East River. 

"One of the witnesses was a very 
important political figure," Hopkins 
said, "and it was as if the UFO fig
ures were trying to show off." 

Hopkins refuses to "out" this mys
~ witness, but if the man ever 
chooses to come forward, Hopkins 
says the movement can expect its big
gest boost yet-bigger than Look 
magazine's 1966 article on Betty and 
Barney Hill, the first self-described 
abductees; bigger than Fox TV's "X
Files" and the movie "Clbse Encoun
ters of the Third Kind" (during which 
Bershad remembers telling his wife, 
"They got the faces wrong"); even 
bigger than the arrival on 1987 best
seller lists of two abduction books, 
Hopkins's "Intruders" and Whitley 
Strieber's first-person "Communion." 

A major political figure might even 
let enthusiasts move beyond John 
Mack. He is the Harvard psychiatrist 
and Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer 
whose publicity tour last year for his 
book, "Abduction: Human Encounters 
With Aliens," set the high-water mark 
in the subculture's mainstreaming. 
To the embarrassment of the nuts
and-bolts crowd, however, Mack em
braced their stories as evidence nei
ther of sleep paralysis nor of extrater
restrial invasion, but, rather ,of 
another consciousness. 

"The question really to ask is, what 
is there in us, what worldview, if you 

BY81U.O'L£ARY-TH[W-I'OIT 

Lawyer Michael Shea says he saw a UFO and was abducted by aUensln the 
early '70s while driving along this stretch of Interstate 70 east of Route 97. 

will, are we encased in that requires 
that we reduce this to some kind of 
brain physiology?'' Mack said. A stu
dent of Eastern religions, he argues 
for "'ayered notions of reality." 

"Layered notions of reality" ·is a 
theory that tends to be reinforced by 
interviews with people who believe 
they've been abducted by aliens. As 
society has grown more accepting of 
their claims, they speak more and 
more freely about stranger things. 

"Most of the time it's being in the 
craft , your typical abduction," a 
woman named Kerry said of abduc
tion experiences she has come to re
gard as routine. Her breakthrough, 
she said, came when Hopkins helped 

her realize that what she saw late 
one 1987 night in Northeast Wash
ington was not a six-car pileup, but a 
spacecraft. Today her parents re
main reticent about alien abduction 
(so no last name). 

Some of her best friends are ab
ductees, she said, which is why she 
would like to find a support group in 
Cleveland with the same bonhomie 
of the 40 or 50 people she used to 
gather with in Washington. 

"I enjoy it," Kerry said. "You just 
mingle and talk to people who have 
similar exper- . .. "and stopped, not 
quite saying "experiences." 

"Interests," she said. 

METRO. San Jose, CA - March 23, 1995 

Polis 
Report 
Alien Cooties 
Say you shook the hand 
of a person who had 
shaken the hand of a 
person who was once 
beamed or transported , 
aboard an alien ship. 
Until very recently
tmder the Code of 
Federal Regulations, 
Section 14, Part 1211-
you would have been 
subject to forced 
quarantine without a 
hearing. 

According to George 
Sloup, attorney adviser 
to NASA's Ames 
Research Qnter, these 
codes. have been 
rescinded. But the codes 
are still a solar flare for 
UFO conspiracy buffs, 
wbo recently posted 
U1eir text on the 
Internet, hinting U11it 
tl1ey were meant to 
"squelch attempts to 
communicate or 
fraternize with UFO 
occupants." 

Whatever their 

motivation, the codes 
make for a fascinating 
read. The definition of 
the "extraterrestrially 
exposed" includes any 
"person, property, 
animal or other form of 
life or matter whatever" 
that has "touched 
directly . . . the -
atmospheric envelope 
of any celestial body." 
Would that include 
Brad Pitt? 

According to Dr. 
George Lenehan, chief 
counsel for NASA· 
Ames, the 1969 
regulations stemmed 
from concern that 
astronauts "would have 
been contaminated" by 
alien microbes on the 
moon's surface. 

But critics of space 
policies, some of whom 
believe the feds are 
concealing information 
about alien contact, 
think the regulations 
were designed to 
intimidate astronauts 
and others who might 
make contact with 
UFOs. In response, 
L.ene)\an retorls with a 
odd guffaw, "Ha! There 
is nothing that NASA 
would like more than 
alien contat:t. That 
would really increase 
our budget." 

1\Ml CHEN MILLS 
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~ UFOs: Familiar sightings in our county? 
; Local group formed 
~ to search for answers 
I 

o Bright lights cross our skies 
u every night. 
,.ljl Are they alien spacecrafts? 
CJ An invasion from outer space? 
~ Or just high-flying airplanes? 
Cll A group just formed in Castle 

~ Roc~!s ~a:~:g~~w~~~pter of 
~ the UFO Institute had its first 

.. meeting March . 10, at the 
~ Village Inn in Castle Rock. 
~ About 60 people showed up. 
~ Not bad, considering the meet
tb ing received virtually no pub
i! licity. A few people drove down 
12! from Boulder and Littleton. One 

couple came all the way from 
Nebraska. 

But the room was filled with 
an interesting crolis-section 
Douglas County residents. 
There were old-timers and 
recent arrivals to the area. 
Attendees ranged from a junior 
high student who came with his 
mother to a couple in their 80s. 

One young man explained it 
would be impossible for him to 
receive the institute 's mbnthly 
newsletter because he. had no 
permanent address other than 
his Volkswagen bus. 

The most remarkable aspect 
of the meeting may have been 
how unremarkable it was. Apart 
from the charts and photographs 
on display and the T -shirts, ball 
caps and UFO paraphernalia 
for sale, the gathering could 
ha·ve been a church or civic 
organization get-together or a 
meeting of the chamber of 
commerce. 

Douglas County has a rich 
history of UFO sightings and 
unexplained events. The "para
normal" events don't make it 
into the official history books, 
but mysterious lights in the sky 
and unusual goings-on are as 
much ·a part of the county 's 
heritage as cowboys, so"d
busters, stagecoach stops, 4-H 
clubs and the county fair. 

A headline clipped from a 
1963 Denver Post and laminated 
to a table in the B & B Cafe 
reads, "30 citizens report UFO 
flight over Castle Rock." 

One of the most pervasive 
components of Douglas 
County 's UFO "lore" is myste
rious, unmarked black heli 
copters which appear like clock
work about 20 minutes afte r 
every sighting. 

Several people at the meeting 
told identical stories of heli
copters buzzing their houses and 
shining spotlights through their 
windows. 

"We ' re not ne:::rly as both
ered by them (UFOs) as we are 
by the helicopters," said one 
Sedalia woman. 

Attendees differed as . much 
in their lifestyles as in their 
beliefs and extra-terrestrial 
experiences. A Boulder man 

said he is convinced that as a 
child he was abducted by 
aliens. 

Two Sedalia women meeting 
for the first time, discovered 
they were neighbors and 
exchanged remarkably similar 
stories about unusual lights in 
the sky and the mysterious black 
helicopters. One of the women 
brought a mysterious cylindri
cal rock that she found near her 
home shortly after she observed 
unexplained lights in the sky. 

Some people were open 
about their experiences. Others 
asked that their names not 
appear in print. 

Steve Alexander, founder of 
the UFO Institute explained the 
only requirement for member
ship to the group: 

"You may think the person 
sitting three chairs down from 
you is out to lunch, but you 
don't have the right to say it," 
Alexander said. 

Alexander, who in 1993 
founded the UFO Institute in 
Colorado Springs, admits his 
close encounters have primarily 
been limited to those of the 
television kind. 

" I watched a couple of 
episodes of the X-Fiies and 
said, 'This is something I want 
to learn more about,"' 
Alexander said. "I took out a 
three-line classified add in the 
paper and got 50 calls the first 
day. We held a meeting and 80 
people showed up." 

Since then the institute has 
grown to about 135 regular 
members in six states, with 
chapters in Denver, Pueblo, 
Colorado Springs and now in 
Castle Rock. 

The institute takes no official 

'Not judging is 
very 

important ... ' 

position on UFOs and makes it 
clear that no individual is its 
official spokesperson. 

Rather it encourages mem
bers to share information and 
opinions. 

"Our door is open to every
one," Alexander said. "We've 
got members who believe and 
we 've got skeptics. We've got 
plenty of members like ex mil 
itary men and engineers who 
~a~:.' I'll believe it when I touch 
It. 

Jack and Jeanne Stover fa ll 
firmlv into the believer catego-

Chuck Stansburge, director of UFO Institute of Denver and a driving force in the institute, pre
sents his official UFO investigator' s badge. 

ry . The Sedalia couple became 
involved with UFOs about nine 
years ago after a mysterious 
man knocked on a neighbor's 
door, dropped off a video tape 
and disappeared. 

The tape was of William 
Cooper, who claims to be an ex
CIA agent with proof of UFOs 
and a government cover-up. The 
tape was enough to convince 
the Stovers, who since have 
done extensive research on the 
phenomena. The couple also is 
committed to educating others. 
They have made hundreds of 
copies of video and audio tapes 
and which they distribute all 
over the country. 

"All we want to do is find 
answers," Jeanne Stover said. 

"The government has done a 
good job of labeling UFOer 
crackpots, but all we ' re seeking 
is the truth ." 

The Stovers are excited 
about heading up the Castle 
Rock UFO group. 

"There is so much informa
tion out there and so much mis
information," Stover said. " I see 
our group as becoming several 
small groups within a larger 
group where people with simi
lar interests can share info rma
tion. There may be a group that 
focuses on different types of 
aliens or on mutilations or 
abductions. 

Some people may want to 
become involved in investigat
ing sightings, but not everyone 
wan ts to tramp th rough the 
woods looking for little gray 

men." 
Differences between UFO 

enthusiasts were evident at the 
Castle Rock meeting. Some 
attendees were clearly put off by 
what one man called the "preda
tory" nature of another's atti
tudes. 

" If you're fear-based you 
bring in negativity," he said. "If 
you ' re positive, you ' ll draw that 
out." 

" Putting labels like good 
guys and bad guys, just compli
cates it," a woman said. 

About half the attendees at 
the meeting said they have seen 
UFOs. Many said they see them 
regularly. 

"We sit in our hot tub and 
watch the lights," said one 
woman. "We wonder about 
them, but we ' re not bothefed by 
them." 

Att itudes at the meeting 
ranged from those who believe 
in a full -blown government 
cover-up and those who are con
vi nced aliens have already 
taken over the world, to people 
who view a close encounter as 
an opportunity fo r spiritual 
en lightenment, to those who 
are just plain curious. 

"Not judging is very impor
tant," said Ted Bergemann. " It 
allows people to be open. When 
you put a label on something, 
it's no longer a UFO. If you 
can ' t identify it, it's a UFO. 

It can be a satellite or a mete
or or a spaceship. To a child, an 
airplane is a UFO. 

"When I see lights in the sky 

the possibilities are limitless. 
When I see lights in the sky, it 
means my eyes are open." 

Why so many sightings in 
Douglas County? 

A few attendees talked about 
a "fold in time," · somewhere 
above Sedalia that allows space 
crafts easy access to the area. 

Another man had a less eso
teric explanation. 

"You 've got to take the time 
to look up at the sky at night 
and become familiar with it. 
Most kids never see the stars. 

Cities are too bright and a lot 
of people don ' t get out into the 
wilderness." 

The UFO Institute will meet 
on the second Friday of every 
month at the Village Inn in 
Castle Rock. The next meeting 
is April 14. Meetings start at 7 
p.m. People who want to eat 
should show up at 6:30. 
Everyone is invited. All that's 
required is an open mind. 

Anyone who wishes more 
information can call Stover at 
688-3093. 

~ Man to talk 
~ 

"This is my hobby," he said. "I 
get to meet a lot of really interest
ing people and I get to hear a lot 
of really interest ing stories . I also 
believe there is something to all 
this and that we may be on the 
track of the greatest mystery of 

rather than of a spaceship or 
some other inexplicable phenome
non . More intriguing, in his view, 
is the story of a family on Hanks 
Lake Road who reported seeing 
three very large objects that 
looked like boomerangs and 
sounded like Darth Vader's ship 
in Star Wars- "not when it was 
in battle; when it was cruising," 
Clarkson said. 

iabout UFOs < 
Ar1 Aberdeen police officer who 

:i investigates unexplained sight-
ings in his spare time will talk 

c about UFOs next Wednesday at 
3 the Reed Library in Shelton. 
~ Jim Clarkson, 41 , first became 
c?5 interested in the subject as a 
~ t eenager while listening to an 

=:! expert talk about unidentified fly-

0
~ ing objects on a radio tf!lk Rhow in 
_ the San Francisco Bay area. His 
..., fir st and only sighting came in 

1971 when he saw "strange 

lights" at a lovers lane in North
ern California. 

"These would be lights that I 
have trouble explaining but I 
can't tell you for sure what I 
saw," he said. 

HIS INTEREST was r efueled 
after a Japan Air Lines cargo ship 
spotted a large UFO while flying 
over Alaska . He has since joined 
MUFON, the Mutual UFO Net
work. 

the age." -
Since joining MUFON, Clark

son has investigated a number of 
local sightings to see whether 
they meet the two criteria for 
classification as a bona fide UFO: 
highly credible witnesses and a 
highly strange episode. 

Just a few weeks ago he rm,hed 
ou t t o Elma to invc~.ti;;utc rep~rt;s 
of a UFO seen by people living on 
a cul-de-sac. The sighting turned 
out to be of Sirius, the Dog Star , 

"I AM CONVINCE D that this 
is an event that had high strange
ness and high credibility, so this 
was a good sighting. What it was, 
I don't know," he said. 

Clarkson's presentation is 
scheduled to begin at 7 p.m . in 
the library meeting room. 
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UFO fans land at Beach 
Believers put heads 
together at conference 
By Jim Stratton 
Daily Press 

VIRGINIA BEACH 
The parking lot at the Association for 

Research and Enlightenment overflowed with 
license plates from far-away places: Maryland, 
Florida, New Jersey, Ontario. One car even had 
a "Starfleet Academy" sticker stripped across 
its rear window. 

But nowhere in the lot was there a plate or 
sticker from the horsehead nebula or Androme
da galaxy. There was nary a sign of extrater
restrial visitation. 

Which is too bad, for had an ET zipped into 
Vrrginia Beach this weekend, he? she? it? would 
have been greeted with open minds and open 
arms. The interstellar traveler would have 
become an interstellar star. 

"I tell myself I'm ready for them," said Joan 
Leone, a mother of nine with a unshakable belief 
in benevolent space creatures. "I'm just wait· 
ing for them to come." 

Leone was in town with more than 100 other 
true believers and truth seekers for a three-day 

· conference on UFOs and extraterrestrial visi
tations. Sponsored by the Edgar Cayce Foun
dation's Association for Research and Enlight-

James Mullaney, an astronomer and self-described "celestial 
evangelist," kicked off a three-day conference on UFOs and 
extraterrestial visitations in Virginia .Beach Friday. The con-
ference, sponsored by the Edgar cayce Foundation's Asso
ciation for Research and Enlightenment, ends Sun-
day. Joe Fudge/Daily Press 

~ KEA Y DAVIDSON 

~DOWN TO A SCIENCE 
~ SKEPTICS CORNER: Yet an-
~ other _scandal is sweeping the an-_ 
u archie world of UFO researchers. 

.. A few years ago they discovered 
S that crop circles -those geo-

. ~ metrical formations in cornfields 
g that many blamed on flying-sau
~ cer landings - were hoaxes. 
~ Now their most sensational 
~ theory - that a saucer crashed 

tf.l in Roswell, N.M. in 1947, and 
J that its dead occupants may 
~ have been secretly recovered by 
~ Pentagon investigators - has 
~ suffered a body blow, with the 

revelation that one of the theo
ry's chief champions seriously 
misrepresented his background 

Some details appear in Phil 
Klass's superb Skeptics UFO 

Newsletter, 
the only pub
lication any
wherefor 
thoseofus 
who :cJon 't be-
lieve in sau

cers. (It's available for $15 a year 
from Philip J. Klass, 404 N St. 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20024.) 

The Roswell legend has been 
around for years, and has in
spired a handful of bizarre books 
that purportedly tell all. The 
most thorough account was the 
1991 book ''UFO Crash at Ros
well" by Kevin D. Randle and 
Donald R Schmitt. Schmitt's 

reputation was enhanced by his 
claim that he had done 
undercover narcptics work for 
the Sheriff's Department of 
Washington County, Wis. He 
managed to become director of 
special investigations for the 
Center for UFO Studies in Dli
nois, a semi-scholarly organiza
tion founded by the late astrono
mer J. Allen Hynek. Last sum
mer, Randle and Schmitt's book 
inspired Showtime's made-for
TV -thriller "Roswell," which 
starred Kyle (''Twin Peaks") 
MacLachlan and depicted a gov
ernment UFO cover-up reminis
cent of ''X Files." 

But now, after a six-year col
laboration, Randle has publicly 

broken with 
Schmitt. 

. Randle 
learned early 
this year that 
Schmitt had 
lied about his 

career and educational back
ground Far from being a dash
ing former narcotics informant, 
the 40-year-old Schmitt is -
and has been for 14 years - a 
mail carrier in Hartford, Wis. A 
reporter for Milwaukee Maga
zine, Gillian Sender, also learned 
that Schmitt wasn't working on 
a doctoral degree in criminology, 
as he claimed; in fact, he hadn't 
even finished college. 

"I was stunned," Randle says. 
"It hurts our credibility." He still 
believes that a saucer crashed at 
Roswell, and that Schmitt's 
work on the alleged crash re
mains valid, but adds that "any 
work we do in the future is taint
ed by what he's done ... I think 
all that can be done is that we 
separate." 

I called Schmitt, who was re
luctant to go into certain details 
but admitted that he had "made 
false statements about certain 
things." As a result, he has re
signed as the center's special in
vestigations director and sent 
fellow UFO buffs this apology 
over the Internet: "I would like 
to offer my sincere apologies for 
any false or misleading state
ments I made about my back
ground" I called the sheriff of 
Washington County, Robert 
Schulteis, who confirmed that 
Schmitt has "never worked for 
us in any undercover capacity." 

Illustration from flier courtesy of 
the Association fOf Research 

and Enlightenment Inc. 

Schmitt still calls Randle "my 
best friend," and hopes to con
tinue investigating the Roswell 
case. But Randle bitterly says: "I 
went out on a limb for this guy 
... and he sawed the limb off ... 
The scientific community 
(doesn't take UFOs seriously) 
because they don't want to be as
sociated with a field full of kooks 
and nuts. And the fact is, it is full 
of kooks and nuts." 

Keay Davidson i8 The Emminer'a sci
ence writer. Hi. column appean on Fri
days. 

enment, the conference attracted 
people from as far away as Switzer
land and Canada, according to 
event organizers. 

They paid more than $250 to 
hear some of the country's leading 
researchers on UFOs and to swap 
stories of otherworldly sightings. 
James Mullaney, an astronomer 
and self-described "celestial evan
gelist," kicked things off Friday 
with a slide show and two-hour lec
ture on "The Search for Extra Ter
restrial Life." 

The seminars continue today 
and Sunday with experts in the con
troversial field of UFO abduction. 
The sessions include presentations 
by author Budd Hopkins and Har
vard psychiatrist John Mack. Mack 
is a Pulitzer Prize-winning writer 
whose latest book presents 13 case 
histories of people who claim to 
have been abducted by aliens. 

At Harvard, Mack's book and his 
assertion that people are indeed 
being beamed into saucers and sub
jected to medical exams has col
leagues wondering whether the 
professor himself is a little spacey. 
But to UFOlogists, he offers a 
heavyweight name and a degree of 
respect to a field struggling to shed 
its whacko image. 

"This is our first UFO confer
ence," said organizer Cheryl Baer. 
"We wanted to wait until we had 
really reputable people with impec
cable credentials." 

While Mack is the event's mar
quee name, the big draw Friday 
seemed to be the opportunity for 
believers to revel among like-mind
ed thinkers. 

The group was a casually 
dressed collection of slightly more 
women than men. Most appeared 
to be in their 40s and 50s, and many 
spoke with an intelligent sincerity 
about their views. Several made a 
point of saying they were not 
"nuts," and almost all firmly 
believed that aliens from other 
galaxies - or dimensions - regu
larly drop in for visits. 

Many, like a retired Air Force 
officer from Florida, think the gov
ernment has stacks of material 
proving the existence of UFOs, but 
withholds if for fear it would set off 
a worldwide panic: "The evidence is 
overwhelming that they know 
about it. They just don't think we 
could handle it." 

Many at the conference also mix 
in a dash of New Age spirituality, 
saying the creatures are here to 
help raise mankind to a new level of 
consciousness. 

The aliens, believers say, are 
more than intergalactic tourists or 
spacebound thrill seekers joyriding 
through a remote comer the uni
verse. 

"They're here for a purpose," 
said Leone to the enthusiastic nods 
of two other women at her table. 
"They've been where we are, and 
they're putting out their hands to 
lift us up." 

Darlene Cody doesn't know if 
that's the case, but she does know 
what's she's seen. 

It was more than 20 years ago, 
says the Asheville, N.C., resident, 
and she and some friends were 
walking along a quiet country road. 
Suddenly, an object appeared over 
the hill in front of her. 

It was a disk, she says, silently 
dropping to Earth. 

"It was spinning, it had lights, it 
was just like you see in picture," 
she says today. "Up till then, I'd 
been a skeptic, but not after that. 
Once it happens to you, you have 
to believe." 
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~ When it comes to 
t1l 

~ UFOs, there are 

e Is anyon 
out there? 

~ believers ... 
s 
~ WENATCHEE- Thought you saw an unidentified fly

ing object? 
It was probably something far less exciting, such as a 

meteor, satellite debris or a view of the planet Venus, 
says Walter Andrus, a founder and director of the Mu
tual UFO Network (MUFON), a Texas-based nonprofit 
organization with almost 6,000 members. MUFON was 
founded in 1969 to study and investigate UFOs. 

But take heart; Andrus also estimates that 10 to 20 
percent of all sightings cannot be explained by natural 
phenomenon. Andrus said he believes those sightings 
are of extraterrestrial beings. 

The following stories from North Central Washington 
residents seem to back that up. 

really and truly went 'zoosh.' I'm hard pressed to de
scribe the speed." 

Demarest said he believes that life exists on other 
planets. 

"The probability of us being alone in the universe is 
unfeasible," he said. 

At age 68, he said his chances of seeing contact be
tween humans and extra-terrestrials are pretty slim. 
The key, he said, will be alternative fuels that will help 
move humans farther into the universe. And as fast as 
things have changed in his lifetime, he thinks that could 
be within the next 20 years. 

"Gee," he said. "It's been less than 100 years since the 
invention of the plane." 

It was the end of March 
1955. Tom Nickell and his 
partner were pruning trees 
in an orchard about a mile 

In October of 1990, Ron 
Pettit, 39, of Chelan Falls, 
w~ working in an orchard 
near Wells Dam with an
other man one afternoon. 
Suddenly, he said. he saw a 
flying disc moving up the 
river. 

"The other guy said, 'Oh 
my God, it's one of those 
UFOs,'"" Pettit said. "It was 
as smooth as an aluminum 
can and shaped 'like a 
Frisbee. We watched it fly 

There's no doubt in my 
mind we're being visited 
by people from outer 

and a half south of 
Methow . The time was 
about 11 a.m. and the sky 
was clear. The two were 
up on ladders working 
when Nickell saw some-

space. 

up the river." 

, thing unusual. He de
scribed it as a perfect disc, 

_ Tom Nickell hanging in the sky. 
"I just stopped," he said. 

After that, Pettit sent in
formation about his sight

' ' 

"It was just sitting there." 
------------------ -- Nickell said he pointed 

it out to his friend. 
ing to .MUFON and joined the group. Now he's a state 
section leader for the organization, responsible for 

"I said, 'What is that?' " Nickell said. "He was just as 
surprised as I was. " 

gathering information when sightings occur. "It was at about 15,000 feet, near as I can guess. There 
was no movement, no light, it just sat there. We dis-· 
cussed it for about two minutes. All of a sudden it went 
from zero speed to who knows how fast. It went about 
three miles due north. Then it turned abruptly - not 
like an aircraft - and within three seconds it disap
peared. Just that quick, it was gone. I said, 'That's from 
someplace other than this world.' " 

He firmly believes that the truth about UFOs will 
come out eventually and that it will change the wotld. 

·:"1 try to find out everything l can about it," he said. 
"It's the most important thing, except for family. It's 
what's coming." 

Before his sighting he thought believers were a bit 
odd. 

"People have been conditioned to think this is a 
joke," Pettit said. "I wasn't very interested, but after I 
saw one I said, 'Whoa , 

Nickell, 76, was a pilot during World War II in the Air 
Transport Command. He grew up in WiQthrop, and at 

the time of the UFO sight
maybe there is something ' ' 
to this after all.'" --------------------

ing he worked as a con
tractor, flying for the U.S. 
Forest Service. He said he 
has flown over 20,000 miles 
and is familiar with air
craft 

Earl Demarest of Omak 
earned his pilot's license 
in 1946. He also served in 
the military. But what he 
saw about 12 years ago 
near the Omak airport still 
has him stumped. 

"I was driving on John
son Creek Road when I 
saw it coming from the 
west at an altitude of 
about 2,000 feet," Demarest 
said. The unidentified fly-
ing object appeared as a 

You get chills up and 
down your back because 
you're looking at 
something and you don't 
know what it is. 

-Joe Merz 

"There's no doubt in my 
mind we're being visited 
by people from outer 
space," he said. "There's 
some reason for them ob
serving us. Maybe they're 
curious." 

bright green light. But this was no standard aircraft 
anti-collision light, he said. He watched as it traveled 
about six miles, then disappeared behind an orchard 
near the airport. 

Former Douglas County 
Deputy Joe Merz was on 
patrol, heading east out of 

Waterville on Highway 2 in the summer of 1967. About a 
mile outside Waterville, he looked toward Douglas and 
saw a light hanging about 300 to 400 feet above the 
Douglas store. At first he thought some enterprising 
farmer had erected a giant light. But that didn't seem to 
make sense, especially after he got closer. 

"I'm used to seeing strange aircraft, but I do not know 
what that was," Demarest said. "The things that im
pressed me were speed, lack of noise and the brilliance 
of the light. It wasn't a normal aircraft light. That thing 

"It started moving, about 5 
or 6 miles per hour," he said. 
Merz said he was able to fol 
low along on the highway as 
the object traveled over the 
wheat fields. He kept increas
ing speed to catch up. When 
he could no longer keep up, 
he looked down and saw he 
was going 100 mph . He 
watched as the object faded 
from view. 

"I called it in (by car radio 
to dispatch) - I'm sure they 
thought I was nuts," said Merz. 
After that report, he never 
mentioned the incident to co
workers and they never asked 
about it. 

But that was only the first 
sighting for Merz , 70, who 
worked in the Douglas County 
sheriff's office for 14 years as 
a deputy and undersheriff. He 
was sheriff of Lincoln County 

Story by KATHLEEN GILSTRAP 

for five years. 
The second sighting was cor

roborated by his wife. 
Merz and his wife , Vera , 

were on their way to 
Wenatchee from Waterville to 
do some Christmas shopping 
on the evening of Dec . 15, 
1967. As they came down Pine 
Canyon, they noticed a light 
over the Columbia River. They 
turned toward Wenatchee and 
pulled over near the present 
site of Lincoln Rock State 
Park. 

"We watched it hanging over 
Rocky Reach Dam," Merz said. 
He said it hung motionless 
over the dam for about a 
minute and a half. Whatever it 
was , Vera said , it was ex
tremely bright - too bright to 
allow them to identify any spe
cific shape . Together, they 
tried to describe what hap-

Please see OUJ' 111FRE, Page A2 

pened next: 
" All of a sudden, it went 

straight up and over part of 
Burch Mountain," said Merz. 

" It lit up the mountain," said 
Vera. 

"Just like a rocket," finished 
Merz. - -

They resumed their trip but 
pulled ofT the road again near 
the Odabashian Bridge when 
the object came back into 
view, traveling south across 
the valley, over the Wenatchee 
ridge. It lit up the trees and 
disappeared. Right then, a 
Wenatchee merchant police 
officer saw them parked and 
stopped to see if they were 
having car trouble. They told 
him what they had seen. He 
was skeptical. 

"About that time, that sucker 
came back over , headed 
north," said Merz. "As it came 

... and there 
are skeptics. ,, ____ _ 

I put this in the 
same category as 
the Loch Ness 
monster. 

- Arnie Clarke _____ ,, 
WENATCHEE - Hog

wash. That's Arnie Clarke's 
opinion of UFOs. Clarke is 
the manager of Pangborn 
Memorial Airport. 

"I p>Qt. ~pis ;, ip the same 
...categQry~· ~ the' ··Loch Ness 
monster,'l said Clarke, a re
tir~<Lt1.$'.~ A¥ Force fighter 
pUot.- ·:"Pm ·-·surprised we 
don't have a monster for 
Lake Chelan.'' 

Not that he's received all 
that many calls about sight
ings. He estimates he's had 
20 in 13 years. 

Those, he said, are attrib
utable to satellites, meteors, 
strange-looking airplane 
lights or lens-shaped clouds 
that are caused by the way 
the jet stream comes over 
the Cascades. Reflections 
from the sun can make the 
cloud appear fast-moving. 

"They're fairly thin and 
stationary and people at
tribute things to them be
cause they're saucer-shaped 
and you can't tell how far 
away they are," he said. 

Bud Fritz, head dis
patcher for the Chelan 
County sheriff's office, said 
he hasn't had any sightings 
reported for several years 
or heard of any from other 
agencies. 

But if someone calls to re
port strange lights, officials 
usually check with Pang
born first to see if any 
planes are overdue. 

"Otherwise we have noth
ing to work with," Fritz said. 

over th_e moul)tain, it lit up the 
trees agam. He said, 'Is that 
it?' I said yes, and we watched 
as it took off north between 
Monitor and Cashmere.'' 

Like the others, Merz re
members his UFO sightings 
distinctly. 

"You get chills up and down 
your back because you're look
ing at something and you don't 
know what it is," Merz said. "I 
can still see it like it was yes
terday. It made an indelible 
impression on me." 

For the Merzes, their experi
ences with the unknown were 
not life-changing. Merz does 
like to read and watch docu
mentaries about UFOs. But 
the two are no longer skeptics 
about other life in the uni
verse. 

"This confirmed it for me," 
Merz said. "There's something 
out there." 
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WORLD, Wenatchee, WA - April 16, 1995 

Is anyone out there? 

In 1958, UFO sighting excites 
Brewster residents, Air Force 

There were mighty strange goings-on in 
North Central Washington in the beginning 
of September 1958. First a flying saucer 
was spotted over downtown Brewster, and 
then a murder victim on Burch Mountain 
surrendered himself to police. 

On Sept. 1, about 1:30 in the morning, 
Jewel Dean Riggan, described by reporter 
George Richardson for the Daily World as 
"an earnest young town policeman," saw a · 
flying saucer while patrolling downtown 
Brewster. 
- ··u was going northwest pretty slow," Rig
gan said, "and it seemed to be a big round 
circle. It was real bright. Just like looking 
into a spotlight." 

Riggan couldn't tell if it was making any 
noise because of the whirring of a nearby 
air conditioning unit. 

"But it went level for awhile," he said, 
"then it dipped, flashed real bright three or 
four times and then ·went out of sight be
hind some buildings." 

He estimated that the saucer was about 
the size of a washtub, some three feet in di
ameter and 50 to 75 feet up in the air. But 
because distances are hard to gauge at 
night, it could have been higher and larger, 
he said. 

Riggan followed the object in the direc
tion of the airport. "That's where it looked 
like it either crashed or landed," he said, 
but he couldn't find any trace of it. 

Riggan called the Okanogan sheriff's of
fice and asked whether there had been any 
"sputniks" passing over. 

Riggan got a call from the Air Force 
pressing for details. About 7 a.m. Major 
George Cambridge and other Air Force 
personnel arrived in Brewster. Helicopter 
and ground crews searched the area for the 
next few days. The Air Force didn't find 
anything, Riggan said. 

" It could have taken off again, though," 
he said. "When I was heading back to town 
from the airport I saw a little funnel of 
smoke in the moonlight over where I fig
ured it had landed. And all of a sudden the 
car motor acted like it was going to stop 
and the lights got dim. It might have been 
from using the radio. I don't know." 

Riggan said that he did not know that 
other people who had reported seeing such 

~ Sightings Continue 

nme 
Was 
Steven B. Smith 
Wof1d Special Wr1ter 

objects had sometimes 
reported similar prob
lems with their cars. 

"I've got no idea what 
it was ," he said . " I've 
never seen anything like 
it. It had no tail, and it 
wasn 't a ball of fire . I 
didn't before, but I be
lieve in flying saucers 
now." 

People around town 
had differing views on 
the reported sighting. 

Jack Doty, a Brewster attorney, said, "What 
impresses me is the terrific interest shown 
by the Air Force. There must be something 
there. 

"They said they definitely were not look
ing for one of our missiles that had some
how gone astray. They were looking for 
something metal because they used mine 
detectors. And they were looking for some
thing radioactive because they used scin
tillators. 

"There is no question in my mind that 
Riggan saw what he described. It's obvi
ously something beyond anything in our ex
perience or knowledge." 

But Bob Sheets, Brewster druggist, was 
not impressed. "Possibly a reflection of a 
headlight from a car; perhaps a meteor. 
Whatever it was, though, I'm sure it could 
be explained naturally if we could find any 
physical traces." 

Dick Bennett, hardwareman and vice 
president of the Chamber of Commerce, 
was also skeptical. "I just can't put much 
faith in the flying saucer stories. I'd have to 
see one to believe it. Even then, I don't 
know whether I'd believe it." 

Brewster School Superintendent A. J. 
Haugland was inclined to believe in extra
terrestrial visitation but doubtful about 
Brewster as its locus. "I see no reason why 
this planet should have a monopoly on life. 
We're going to be projecting ourselves into 
space. There is no reason why someone on 
some other planet should not be doing the 
same thing. 

" As far as our local sighting, I'm very 
skeptical. If there had beer\ something 

Jewell Dean Riggan Dick .Bennett 

here, it seems logical that we would have 
found some trace, some scar. As dry a' 
things are, it seems that something would 
have burned." 

Don Adams, chief clerk at a local bank, 
put the matter into historical perspective. 
"When we were kids - about 1949 or 195Q 
- we did some research on the saucers. It 
seems that people have been spotting 
things like that since at least the 1800s. 

"And, by gosh, if they've been around that 
long without doing anything, I'm not going 
to get worried now." 

Meanwhile, back in Wenatchee, three 
teen-aged boys took two of their friends up 
Burch Mountain promising them "a rendez
vous with a beautiful woman," according to 
the Daily World. 

There was a car there waiting when they 
arrived, but as they walked toward it a man 
with a shotgun jumped out. 

"What do you mean, fooling around with 
my wife," he shouted and fired the shotgun. 

One of the boys fell to the ground, moan
ing, "I've been hit." 

The two friends of the boys took off and 
ran to a farmhouse where they called the 
police. 

The Chelan County sheriff and four depu
ties sped to the scene and found - nothing. 
No body, no blood, no gun, no cars. The of
ficers told the boys that they would most 
definitely like to talk to their friends. 

The "murder victim" turned himself in 
that night and admitted the hoax. 

o Area S k ies F illed 
i With UFO L igh ts 

object and drove home to report what 
she had seen to her family. 

Subsequently she called the Navy 
base, Pensacola Airport and Baptist 
Hospital Life Flight, all of whom ad
vised her that nothing v-1as flying in 
the area at that 'time. The sighting was 
of about three minutes duration. 

By Carole Baker 

~ The Pensacola/Gulf Breeze 
~ MUFON group is being kept busy as 

I:IQ 
ra the local UFO flap appears to be con-

'6 tinuing. Sightings have occurred this 
~ week both at Shoreline Park, tbe regu
~ lar spot for loe<.l skywatchers, and in 
~ Pensacola. 

At Shoreline Park on Saturda~ . 

~ April 29, skywatchers observed ar. 
~ extremely fast moving "bright white 
i'.n flash" travel across the sky above the 
H Sound and almost overhead of the 

beach at the Park. One observer was 
the first to spot it, then about six oth
ers observed the subsequent action. 

Twice the flash appeared almost 
overhead and at a height of about 100 
feet, then the next flash appeared fur
ther down the Beach to the east. It then 
zipped back out over the dock where 
the flashes appeared in rapid succes
sion forming a circular pattern. A split 
second later, the last flash was seen 
west of the dock. 

The speed with which the source 
of these flashes moved was incredible, 
and the ball of light appeared to be 
about the size of a tennis ball each time 
it flashed on and off. Witnesses com
pared the brightness of the flashes to 

those of flash bulbs on a camera. This 
sighting was fairly close to the wit
nesses, being between 100 and 300 
feet away. 

A call was made to the Pensacola/ 
Gulf Breeze MUFON hotline by a 
Pensacola resident to report her sight
ing of Sunday, April 30 at 10: 15 p.m. 

After watching videos at a friend's 
house, she was driving home on 
Lillian Highway near the junction of 
65th Avenue. To her left (east) above 
the tree line ahead of her, she observed 
a flashing red light "the size of a stop 
sign." At frrst, she thought it was a 
light on a radio mast or antennae, but 
soon realized it was far too large. 

She was driving with the windows 
down and the radiooff, ru•d there wa.S 
no noise detectable from the object. 
As she drove up level with it on her 
left, it changed light ~ttems and she 
could see "a shadowy circle with a .red 
light on each side flashing on and off 
alternately." 

Convinced by now that she was 
not observing a normal aircraft, she 
slowed her car almost to a stop to 
watch the object. As she did so, it 
changed light patterns again to a pul
sating white light. She became ner
vous at being alone observing this 

On Wednesday evening, May 3, a 
visitor from Louisiana witnessed a 
bright light in the western sky which 
he felt at first could have been a star, 
but as he watched it grew in lwnines
cence and size and then just blinked out 

He observed this from his vantage 
point in Shoreline Park at about 8:25 
p.m. This sighting was confirmed by 
one of the veteran skywatchers who 
had seen the same thing while driving 
to the park. This witness observed the 
brightly flaring object as he drove west 
on Cervantes Street towards the 
Bayou Texar Bridge. He too had ftrst 
thought it was a star, but as he 
watched, it grew very bright and larger 
in size and then just "blinked out.'' 

As always, the Pensacola/Gulf 
Breeze MUFON group is not releas
ing more details of these sightings 
until investigations are complete. We 
would like to thank the witnesses for 
coming forward and calling the 
MUFON hotline and encourage any
one who witnesses anything unusual 
to please call the hotline at 438-3261. 

Keep I ookjng l Jpl 

ISLANDER, Pensacola 
Beach, FL - May 24, 1995 

UFO 
Witness 
Responds 

'ro Islander Article. 
By Carole Baker 

After reading the article that 

appeared in last week's Islander, Bob, 

a ten year Gulf Breeze resident sought 

out the skywatchers at Shoreline Park 

on Thursday evening to relate his re

cent experiences. 

On Thursday evening, May 4, 

at about 7:20p.m., Bob was driving 

home on Highway 98 after making a 

trip to Foodworld for milk. In the sky 

to the northeast he saw a triangle for

mation of lights which he described 

as being "the size of a 747." These 

lights were mostly red in color with 

"white lights coming down". They 

were behaving like chaser lights on a 

Christmas tree and Bob slowed his car 

to watch them as he drove, observing 

them fully for two and a half minutes 
before losing sight of them. 

The following evening, May 5, 

around 9:30 p.m., Bob and his wife 

were driving on Highway 98 near Villa 

Venyce when his wife pointed out a 

light formation by asking Bob 

"What 's that - that looks strange?" 

Again, it was a large triangle pattern 

of lights, "mostly red with a couple of 

white lights on one tip, like the chaser 

lights on a Christmas tree" Bob's wife 
said. 

They watched it cross Highway 

98 and go south towards the Gulf of 

Mexico over Villa Venyce. As it dis

appeared over the tree line, they de

cided to try to follow it and turned into 

Villa Venyce but were unable to catch 

sight of it ag~in . "I don't know if it 

just blipped out or what happened" 

Bob said . Bob's wife told the. group 

"I guess it could be described as a 

chevron shape." 

It would appear that Bob 's 

sighting of May 4, may confirm the 

sighting described in last week 's Is

lander. It fits the criteria in terms of 

shape, size and proximity of place and 

time. It is interesting that he and his 

wife witnessed the same pattern on the 

following evening. The Pensacola/ 

Gulf Breeze MUFON group has re

ceived two other reports in recent 

months of large chevron shaped ob

jects or light patterns being sighted 

along Highway 98. 

The Pensacola/Gulf Breeze 

group will add these sightings to its 

list of ongoing investigations and as 

always, would urge anyone who has 

seen anything unusual in our skies to 

come forward and call the MUFON 

hotline at 438-3261 . Confirmational 

information such as Bob's is invalu

able to our research team, so please, 

keep looking. up! 
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CITIZEN-PATRIOT, Jackson, MI -May 14, 1995 CR: J. Timmerman 

Abducted! 
Why are alien beings roaming Brooklyn, Irish Hills? 
By Steven Hepker 
StaH Writer • 

Aliens abducted her. impregnat
ed her, took her fetus, and gave 
her healing powers. 

Judy would have laughed and 
flipped the channel if someone 
claimed such a story on television. 
But not after 1989 , when what 
seems a whopping tale became her 
life. 

"I do not blame anyone who 
doesn't believe me. I wouldn't be
lieve it if it was not happening to 
me," said the Irish Hills resident. 
"If it all would stop today, I'd be 
very happy." 

But Judy (that is not her name) 
cannot stop the alien visits nor call 
them at will. Nor can several fam
ily members and about 35 other 
area residents who claim aliens ab
duct them regularly, she said. 

She will tell her story Saturday 
in an episode of the television 
show "Sightings." The program 

"I never even 
watched 'Star 
Wars.' I had a 
family to raise, 
three children, a 
husband, a busi
ness. UFOs 
weren't part of it.'' 

-Judy 

airs at 7 p .m . on WLNS-TV, 
Channel 6. Several other area resi
dents also were interviewed. 

"It's pretty hard not to believe 
people are being abducted." said 
Eastern Michigan University soci
ologist Ronald Westrum, who ap-

pears on the show. · . 
He said he has interviewed 

about 20 Brooklyn-Irish Hills area 
residents who have been abduct
ed, apparently as guinea pigs. 

"The experiments are almost al
ways reproductive in nature," he 
said. 

Judy's experience began in July 
1989, starting wi!h what she 
thought were fantastic dreams. 

"A week after the dreams start
ed I woke up late one night on an 
examining table being examined 
by a gray being with large, almond 
eyes," she said. "I couldn't move. 
I was paralyzed." 

The visits have occurred several 
times a month since then, she said. 
Typically she finds herself floating 
out of her house, sometimes 
through doors, escorted by tiny 
gray creatures. She also has seen 
white and tan beings, about the 

PRESS JOURNAL, Vero Beach, FL- June 2 (?), 1995 

UFO Report Takes Flight 
Investigators at the General Ac

counting Office are quietly skepti
cal about whether the U.S. Air 
Force told the truth when respon
ding to a controversial request for 
information by a member of Con
gress in 1993. So far, however, in
vestigators are not planning to 
voice their concerns in public, or 
in a report to be released next 
month. 

At issue are events that took 
place nearly half a century ago in 
Roswell, N.M., the so-called "Ros
well Incident," and whether the 
Air Force has told the truth about 
what it knows. Over the years, the 
Roswell Incident has become a 
cornerstone of UFO myth, chroni
cled frequently on television and 
in at least four books. 

It all began in July 1947, when a 
rancher northwest of Roswell 
found debris from a crashed ob
ject he thought was a flying sau
cer. Aluminum foil-like bits and 
pieces were reported to be imper
vious to burning or ripping, and 
returned to their original shape 
after crumpling. 

When the Army Air Force in
vestigated, the first official press 
release issued by local officers de
clared that the military had found 
the remnants of a flying saucer. 
Within hours, however, higher
ups declared the first press re
lease a mistake and explained 
that the debris was merely a 
downed weather balloon. 

The story died for decades until 
the late 1970s, when television 
picked up on the story. Consistent 
denials by the Air Force, and the 
disappearance of related docu
ments, only added fuel for the 
conspiracy theorists . 

The issue finally made it to Ca
pitol Hill when a UFO skeptic, 
Rep. Steven H. Schiff, R-N.M., de
cided to get to the bottom of 
things. In March 1993, he asked 
the Air Force to declassify and 
provide him with all material re
lating to the incident. But rather 
than search through their own re-
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cords, Air Force officials referred 
Schiff to the National Archives, a 
move that Schiff took as an insult. 
The Archives promptly told Schiff 
it had no information. 

"Typically, the Pentagon is 
eager to comply with 
congressional requests for infor
mation," a Schiff spokesman said. 
"Yet they just shunted us off to 
the Archives." Seven months 
later, Schiff called in the General 
Accounting Office, the investiga
tive arm of Congress, to look for 
documents and to find out if the 
Air Force lied to him. 

Jack 
Anderson 

Once the accounting office 
launched its inquiry, the Air 
Force suddenly found documents, 
not in the National Archives, but 
in its own files. It issued a short 
report last September claiming 
the debris was part of Project Mo
gul, an experiment aimed at de
tecting future Soviet nuclear 
blasts by monitoring sound waves 
in the high atmosphere using air
borne balloons and sensors. At the 
time of the Roswell Incident, how
ever, the Soviets were still two 
years away from building their 
first nuclear bomb. 

We don't know if it was a plane 
that crashed with a nuclear de
vice on it ... or if it was some 
other experimental situation. But 
everything we've seen so far 
points to an attempt on the part of 
the Air Force to lead anybody 
that looks at this down another 
track." 

Enough things were happening 
around Roswell in 1947 to give the 
public a mistaken impression that 
UFOs were landing. Roswell was 
the home of the 509th Bomb 
Group, the atomic-weapons unit 
that bombed Hiroshima and Na
gasaki two years earlier. Not far 
away was Alamagordo and the 
Trinity Site, where the first 
atomic bomb was exploded. White 
Sands Missile Range had begun 
all its top-secret tests as well. 

The Air Force predicts it will 
get a clean bill of health from the 
General Accounting Office. An of
fice spokesman said we'd be "em
barrassed" if we suggested their 
soon-to-be-issued report was 
slated to be accusatory. 

Another General Accounting Of
fice source said: 

"What we have found so far is 
that the Air Force has not told 
Schiff the whole truth. But we 
aren't pursuing the truth, either. 
All our auditors have done is ver
ify that some of the information 
that was given to Mr. Schiff was 
very wrong. But we may not call 
it that way in the end, depending 
on the way you look at it." 

While sources said the Air 
Force has been less than forth
coming, the General Accounting 
Office may not make the case in 
its upcoming report, especially 
since it might imply that the of
fice believes a UFO landed at 
Roswell. "We will tend to err on 
the side of not fueling UFO the
ories," one official said. 

Though the General Accounting 
Office is not satisfied with the Air 
Force's explanation, it has con
firmed the existence of Project 
Mogul. Officials add emphatically 
that no one involved in the audit 
believes the Air Force is covering 
up a UFO incident. You can contact Anderson 

"But we do believe that some- through United Feature Syndi
thing did happen at Roswell," cate Inc., 200 Park Ave., New 
said one source. "Something big. York, N. Y.10166. 

show, actually heard from mid- the American public," says Ms. 
night to 2 a.m. Sunday, explores Douglass. Her month-old show 
UFO reports, debates what the carries a very serious, conser-
UFO community considers a vative tone. 
government cover-up of UFOs, Skeptics are invited to call, 
and delves into scientific re- and she's hoping for some of 
ports about extraterrestrials. "those people over in McLean" 

"My point is that UFOs are to call too. 
real , they are extraterrestrial , 
and that the U.S. government 

1.1"\ :a 0'1 Unidentified flying radio knows about it," says the host, 
0'1 who is a marketing consultant 

C/) "What in the world could be by day, eight-year-veteran UFO 

~ ~ more interesting than researcher by night. 
extraterrestrial life?" asks 

E- :>, Elaine Douglass, host of WOL- "The UFO community is 
C1l AM (1450)'s newest talk show bursting with information 
X "UFOs Saturday Night." The which we've got to share with 

size of kindergartners. 
They take her through the air to 

a spacecraft , to a room that is full 
of light. They perform mental and 
physical tests on her and others, 
and seem to be rearing a race of 
half human-half alien babies, she 
said. 

"About three years ago they re
moved something from me that 
appeared to be a fetus ," she said. 
"I drove straight to my doctor. I 
was lactating and my cervix was 
dilated." 

Both are indications she was 
pregnant, but her Fallopian tubes 
had been cauterized in the 1970s, 
she said. She is in her 40s. 

The aliens later showed her an 
infant who appeared to be half hu
man and half alien. They told her, 
through telepathy, they have been 
doing such work for generations. 

She has seen many other hybrid 
babies during abductions, and 
about a dozen times she has no
ticed neighbors and family mem
bers aboard the ships. 

"The next morning I'll get a 
phone call from a neighbor who 
will say 'I saw you last night,' "she 
said. "Usually, after an abduction, 
my phone rings all morning from 
all over." 

Pulsating lights, fog around her 
home , flashing mercury lights, 
spacecraft, balls of light, barking 
dogs, strange rings in her yard and 
helicopter traffic all have coincid
ed with alien visits , she said. 
Sometimes Judy and her husband 
wake up with grass in their beds. 
Once, she woke up with her night 
shirt on backward, with a large 
spot of blood on the back. 

Aliens, she said, also gave her an 
energy source that heals the sick. 

More than 500 people have 
come to her for healing, and some 
have been healed, she said. 
Through touching she transmits 
the energy to those seeking help. 
Because of the demand for her free 
service, she has limited healing at
tempts to terminally ill children, 
she said. 

A retired Brooklyn Exponent re
porter said she does not doubt the 
accounts of Judy and other alleged 
abductees. 

"They are just regular people,'' 
Holly Cogan said. "It's not some
thing they asked for, and most 
didn't even have an interest in fly
ing saucers." 

Said Judy: "I never even 
watched 'Star Wars.' I had a fam
ily to raise, three children, a hus
band , a business. UFOs weren't 
part of it." 

Cogan is often contacted by al
leged abductees, and she puts 
them in touch with Westrum and 
with each other. 

She started reporting on extra
terrestrials in the early 1980s 
when she sat in while Westrum in
terviewed two Onsted boys who 
said they saw a mysterious little 
man with a grapefruit-sized head. 

The typical alien reported by 
people across the globe is sort of a 
cross between insect and human: 
frail , grayish with a smooth head, 
tiny nose and mouth , and large, 
dark eyes with no pupils. 

Westrum , Cogan and Little 
Wolf Lake scientist Dr. W.C. Le
vengood said the Brooklyn-Irish 
Hills area is a hotbed of unex
plained activity. 

Rose Smith of Norvell attests to 
that. She has seen unidentified 
lights and spacecraft for many 
years , including pulsating lights 
she videotaped two years ago. She 
said she is friends with Judy and 
believes she has been abducted. 

··she went on the show to help 
people understand what is going 
on. that it's not someone's imagi
nation,' ' Smith said . 

Judy said she turned down sev
eral TV offers, but agreed to do 
"Sightings" because the people as
sociated with it seemed genuine. 
Her name, home location and oth
er personal information will not 
be included. 

Although Cogan does not see 
UFOs, her neighbors report seeing 
numerous lights and shapes in the 
sky. Cogan said her neighborhood 

is plagued by helicopter traffic, as 
is Smith's. 

"I saw I 7 helicopters one night. 
Why? Where do they come from?" 
Cogan said. 

One theory is that military heli
copters are dispatched to the area 
to jam signals sent by alien space
craft , she said. Helicopters and 
UFO reports seem to go hand in 
hand across the region. 

''All the people in Norvell are 
very familiar with the helicopters 
and the strange lights," said 
Smith, who said she is a psychic. 

Although military personnel, 
police and others have reported 
UFOs across the nation, few peo
ple call police after a UFO en
c_ounter, ~estrum said. Area po
!Ice agencies say they receive few, 
1f any, reports. 

"What can police do for them? 
And if you go to the press, you are 
ridiculed," Westrum said. 

Those who see UFOs tend to re
main anonymous. 

One woman, for example, said 
she was followed home from Jack
son one night by a bright light. 

"I thought it was an emergency 
vehicle. I pulled over and looked, 
and it was above me,'' she said. "It 
was about like a mercury light or 
strobe light, but not blinding. It 
was like I was under a magnifying 
light." 

"I could see the shadow of my 
Jeep. It was very bright. When I 
slowed down, it slowed down. I 
could have driven without lights, 
and it was pitch dark. The light 
followed me all the way home and 
disappeared." 

One family moved away to try 
to avoid the abductions, but they 
did not escape. Many talk of mys
terious scars, bright lights, little 
people with bug eyes, and sexual 
experiments while strapped to an 
examining table. 

"It's no different than rape," 
Cogan said. 

Some abductees report having 
no memory of time during which 
they seem to have been abducted. 
The "missing time" theory is a 
common theme in UFO literature 
and accounts by alleged ab
ductees. 

Judy said she is awake and 
aware of abductions about 90 per
cent of the time. Some abductions 
last two or three hours, she said. 
Her husband is sometimes taken 
on the same night. Her daughter 
and other family members also 
have been abducted, sh~ said. 

According to a 1991 Roper poll 
of 6,000 Americans, one in 50 
claimed to have been abducted by 
aliens. Because alien abductions 
are associated with nighttime, 
dreamlike visions and "repressed 
memories" exposed by hypno
tism, skepticism abounds. 

One member of a local astrono
~y club, for example,. wonders 
why - with ail the time they 
spend stargazing - his group has 
never seen alien spacecraft. 

Others wonder why a seemingly 
superior race would need to inter
breed with humans or make re
peated examinations of the same 
individuals. Or why there are few, 
if any, pictures or videos or physi
cal proof of alien spacecraft. 

But even skeptical scientists ad
mit something unexplainable is 
happening here and elsewhere. 

Levengood, a form_e~ University 
of Michigan biophysiCian who has 
a private lab, is studyin~ strange 
rings in Judy's yard. H_e IS a lead
ing researcher of crop ~1rcles, most 
of which are reported m England. 

"I have observed rings in her 
yard that are dark green and v~ry 
rapidly growing," Levengood said. 
"They are not fairy rings. There 
are some very interesting alter
ations in the biochemistry of the 
plants. There are extremely 
strange energies here that do not 
fit the paradigms of science that I 
was taught." 

He is not ready to confirm or 
deny that the rings could be 
caused by alien spacecraft or by 
some earthly force of nature. He 
said he simply has no proof for or 
against extraterrestrial life. 
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FOREIGN NEWS 
[All foreign clippings courtesy of Timothy Good] 

WIDNES WORLD, Cheshire, England - March 2, 1995 

Close encounter over Castlefields 
A RUNCORN woman aeroplane," explained us. It was then that I what I have said." 
claims she saw a UFO Karen. got quite nervou!l. Air Traffic Control ,- ·~'fY · 
"sucking water from "I stopped to have a The shape of the craft at Liverpool and 
the River Mersey." look and three changed from Manchester say they 

Karen Conlon says teenage girls, a boy of circular to have no record of a 
six other passers-by about 10 and a young rectangular and it craft being in the 
witnessed the strange couple also stopped. tilted and I could see area at the time. 
object last Monday Everyone was six red lights But BA pilots 
night as they walked amazed at what they underneath. Captain Roger Willis 
along Ferry View were looking at. "Then it stopped and his co-pilot Mark 
Walk, Castlefield.il. "The lad noticed a and beaded towards Stuart reported •••• ,. 

And the amazing black beam Helsby and seeing a similar 
claims come just underneath the craft disappeared." "orange rectangul~ 
weeks after two going into the water Karon said she was craft over Congleton 
British Airways and it appeared to be very sceptical about as they were trying to 
pilota reported seeing sucking the water UFOs but is now land their Boeing 737 
"an alien craft" in up." baffled by what she jet at Manchester 
Cheshire. She continued: "We saw. Airport three weeks 

Karen, 31, said she all stood there for "' felt more uneasy ago. 
was walking along about 10 minutes than frightened but The men said they 
the verandahs when watching in disbetief. curiosity got the were both shaken by 
she spotted a bright The craft was static better of me," she what they saw 
light over the Mersey. for a long time and said. controllers said their 

"It was orange in then it moved and "Whatever it is I aircraft was the only 
colour and at first I looked to be beading think the public bas a thing that showed up 
thought it was a towards Warrington. right to know what's on the radar. 
street lamp. I kept "The three girls going on. I really Did you witness the 
looking at it and who were watching want the other craft with Karen last 

hl~: ~ ::m~ :!.~U: !d1~'!urned :~~:t,oc:~r: !~~!fib~ W~rld on 
but too low to be an and headed towards forward to verify 051-424 6677. UFO SPOTIER? Karen Conlon, who wants to hear from others who saw the "allen" craft (Photo No: 8951215) 

REVIEW, Montrose, Scotland - Feb. 16, 1995 

An earthly 
explanation 

.,or UFO 
sighting? 

A ST CYRUS woman be
lieves she might have wit
nessed some out-of-this
world flying manoeuvres! 

The woman -who was anx
ious not to be named - told 
the Review she heard a 
"whirring" sound outside her 
bedroom window at around 
6.30 am last Thursday. 

"I got up and heard the 
sound for about five sec
onds, thinking at first it was 
a flock of birds but soon 
realising it was far too loud 
for that. 

"As I went towards my 
west-facing window I saw a 
yellow, oval-shaped object 
shoot past in the sky, about 
60ft. in the air. Before I 
could get to the window it 

had vanished and the noise ~~~~~ 
had stopped. 

" It's something I am at a • • 
complete and utter loss to 
explain," she said. 

She contacted RAF Leuchars 
where an official took down 
details and said the Ministry 
of Defence would be noti
fied. 

"The gentleman seemed to 
take me seriously enough", 
she told the Review . 

"My husband had left for 
work ten minutes before and 
he didn't believe me when I 
told him. He asked if it 
might have been his car 
headlights catching the light. 

"Two things which count 
against that explanation are 
that he had gone ten 111inut..:s 
earlier and that I know what 

car headlights look like- and 
they don't zip past 60ft. in 
the air." 

An RAF Leuchars spokes
man confinned they had been 
contacted by the woman. 

"The airspace around that 
area is quite a busy corridor 
with quite a lot of low-fly
ing," he added. 

The Ministry of Defence's 
Kerry Philpott, who deals 
with UFO sightings, also 
confim1ed the reported sigh
ting. 

" We have a responsibility 

to ensure Britain's air de
fences have not been 
breached. When we are sat
isfied no such breach has 
taken place, our interest in a 
case stops" . 

She told the Review that 
there were nine reported 
sightings in the area last year 
and added that sightings 
were not uncommon in busy 
air corridors. 
An RAF spokesman in 

London said he was satisfied 
a breach of Britain's air 
defence had not taken place. 

"There used to be a lot of 
this kind of sighting, espe
cially in the north of Scot
land, during the Cold War. 
But there are usually perfec
tly earthly explanations be
hind sightings." 

SODBURY & YATE GAZETTE, Dorsley, England - Jan. 13, 1995 
UFO reports continue to come in to The 
Gazette following the spate of sightings 
throughout North A von reported last 
month. 

Several people claim to have spotted a slowly· 
moving ye llow light in the sky above Rangewonhy 

More strange 
back in 1983 on Christmas Day,. 

Monty Ellis, a retired senior postal worker and 
telephone exchange superintendent, told The Gazelle 
that he and his wife saw the light at 5.05pm. 

··11 took the form of a moving yellow light in the 
'ky." he said. "It was very similar to sodium street 
lights. As we watched. the light went out, but as it 
diu ,o. the body emitted a shon streamer of light ." 

encounters • • 

~ mum claims 
,.: 

~ alien sighting 
I UFO expert Gloria 

"d Dixon could have found 
~ one of the first alien life
~ form spottings in the 
oo North East. 
~ The 48-year-old mum 

was contacted by a 
.. Durham woman who 
~ claims to have seen a 
o.i goblin-like creature with 
~ large, black oval eyes 
~ and dull yellowy skin. 
Qi Gloria is helping 
~ compile Tyneside's own 

X-Files and has been 
~ swamped with callers 
d since starting the project 
H last December. 

~ Slowed = Head researcher of 
u the British UFO 

Research Association 
~ for the North, she says 
~ the sighting was on a 
~ Bank Holiday on 
~ January2alongtheA690 

road near Brancepath 
Castle. 

Gloria, of Woodlands 
Park, Wideopen, said: 
"She had slowed down 
in her car and was about 
two yards away from it, 
she thought it's move· 
ments were funny. 

''There's no way she 
would invent a story like 
this, she's a very down· 
to-earth person. "She 

e UFO EXPERT
Gloria Dixon 
wasn 't shocked but was 
later apprehensive 
about what she had seen 
and contacted the police 
who put her in touch 
with us at BUFORA." 

Other rep.orted sight
ings include spacecraft 
in Lobley Hill, 
Gateshead, Felling, and 
over Monkseaton and 
Tynemouth. 

Gloria has previously 
helped complete a new 
book Without Consent, 
about alien abduction. 
The latest reports will 
be put together for a fol
low-up book. 

Anyone with more 
information or sightings 
can contact Gloria on 
(091) 236 8375. 

Courting couple 
"d in UFO sighting c co 

A UFO described as a swirling ~ 

00 green light in the sky was c 
~ reported by a South Ockendon 

• 

>< 
family who watched it for 10 
minutes before it disappeared. 

Qi 
Miss Jenny Palmer was Cll 

~ Cll outside her home Saying 
~ 0'1 

~ goodnight to her boyfriend 

0 when they saw the strange 

= N' phenomenon overhead. 
u Jenny's mother Mrs Valerie ~ 

C,!) 
Palmer said: "It was luminous 

~ u green -not fluorescent like a 
H Qi teddy boy's socks, but more 
~ ~ like the phosphorescent 

Mr Ellis (78) estimated the light was about I ,500 
ft above Barn Hill Quarry . 

"I have no doubt whatsoever that the thing existed, 
but what it was I haven't the foggiest idea. It was a 

and said they had seen the >ame thing: · 
Even funher back in time a Yat.: pcn~1oner saw a 

big leaden ball hovering in the sky between 
Chipping Sod bury and Wick war in I 955. 

r-By----------. 
~ figures you used to get on 
~ watches." 

~ The sighting occurred last 

thoroughly unidentified flying object." 
Roger Townsend, also of Rangewonhy , believes 

he saw the same object at the same time. 
"It just looked like a light in the sky," he said. 

··But I thought it was very strange at the time and 
told my wife about it. Several other people rang me 

Norman Buckeridge (XU), of Bennetts Coun. Yatc:, 
was among five peopk then living in Chipping 
Sou bury. who stopped and stared at the strange 
metallic glob.: as they prepared to go lo work cmt: 
morning. "We were all 1x:rpkxcu about it." ht: said . 

I JON ARMOUR 
··Nobody knew what it was because this was 

something that cam completely out of the blue. 

··But I eventually realised what we had seen. 
There was no question that we saw something that 
was out of this world." 

~ Wednesday at about llpm. 

~ Police at South Ockendon had 11 no UFO reports logged for 
0 that evening, but anyone who en 

saw anything strange in the 
sky is asked to call Tim Stout 
at the Echo on 0268 522792. 



BURTON DAILY MAIL, Staffs., England- Feb. 17, 1995 Lights 
spark 
UFO 
alert 

The KFiles 
Window to 
a strange 
new world 

Certain places seem to have more than their fair share 
of paranonnal activity. Tbese places are kno.wn as 
"Window Areas". 

In the early boors of a November morning, Mr LG 
was driving to work along an isolated country road. As 
he approached a diversion around a bridge that was 
under repair be noticed two bright white lights in a field 
off to his rigbt. 

Thlnking that perhaps a farmer was out there witb a 
tractor, be began to tum off the Broad and saw 
something tbat would change his outlook on life. 

Looking through his side window he saw a huge and 
complex machine hovering silently about seventy feet 
above his car. 

In shock, Mr LG slowed down and studied the object, 
which he described as a sixty-foot disc with a curiously 
"cut off" and "indented" rear end . The underside of the 
craft appeared to be 
covered with an intricate 
mass of detail, which Mr 
LG called "plumbing and 
stuff like car exhausts and 
silencers". 

At what he considered 
to be the front end were 
two recessed headlights, no 
doubt the lights he had 
first seen in the field. 

Mr LG turned north 
along a minor road and 
the object appeared to 
pace his car for a few 
minutes before wheeling 
round and vanishing 
towards the north east at 

high speed. 
He arrived at work in a 

state of shock, which was 
not helped by the amused 
reaction of his workmates 
to his story. Checks were 
made with the Civil 
Aviation Authority and the 
Ministry of Defence, who 
confirmed that nothing was 
flying in the area that 
night. 

I personally interviewed 
the witness on two separate 
occasions and in my 
opinion he was telling the 
truth. In fact , he seemed 

relieved that someone was 
finally listening to what 
he'd got to say without 
treating the whole thing as 
a joke. 

Although Mr LG 
couldn't have known it at 
the time, his description 
fitted several other 
unpublished sightings that 
had taken place across the 
country. 

In Buxton, a craft with 
two headlights and a 
complex mass of pipes on 
the underside had been 
reported. and at Dan•·en, 

Lancashire, a huge ribbed 
diamond with two 
headlights had been seen. 

A bit coincidental to 
say the least. 

Keports were coming in 
thick and fast. Strange 
electric flashes were being 
seen, rotating pillars of 
light were reporte<! and 
odd sounds were being 
heard and it all appeared 
to be centred on an area of 
rolling countryside and 
woods between Bretby and 
Repton. 

CHRONICLE, Chester, England - Jan. 27, 1995 

Tales of the unexplained 

The object seen by Mr 
LG had departed in the 
direction of the Bretby/ 
Repton area. Perhaps this 
was unimportant, but then 
again ... 

Myself and a fellow 
investigator were 
completing our report on 
this area of high 
paranormal activity when 
someone who actually lived 
in tbe area told me a story 
of his encounter with 
s11mething strange as he 

'Strange electric 
flashes were 
being seen, 
rotating pillars of 
light were 
reported and odd 
sounds were 
being heard and it 
all appeared to be 
centred on an 
area between 
Bretby and 
Repton' 

was walking back home 
late at night. 

I have spoken to many 
people about their eerie 
encounters and have 
managed to remain fairly 
detached, but this one 
made the hairs on the back 
of my neck stand up. A 
window had opened and 
something very nasty had 
come through ... 
-KF 

'0 

~ 
~ 

~ Lights streaking across 
lllil the West Midlands 

.. night sky sparked a 
CIJ fully fledged UFO 
,: alert last Thursday. 

·~ Pollcesaldafloodof999 
~ calls at 6.42pm report· 
1-1 ed mysterious bright 5 red and orange objects 
~ overhead. 
en A police patrol in 

" Moseley · reported 
~ 'lights on a large rec
fZ! tangular object, 

longer than an air· 
craft' which 'disap· 
peared' after a few 
seconds. 

Another call came from 
Quarry Bank, where a 
Mr Clarke saw orange 
lights in the sky. 

Inspector Geoff 
Tomldn1 of Brierley 
Hill police laid: "At 
first we thought it 
might be an alnhip, 
but most reports 
spoke of the lights 
moving very quickly." 

Officers consulted air 
traffic controllers and 
RAF Strike Command 
but drew a blank. 

News/Express journal· 
1st Ben jephcott saw 
the UFO himself from 
Shifnal in Shropshire. 

He said: "A burning 
bright object crossed 
the sky overhead in 
two seconds, leaving a 
glowing trail. 

"I am sure it was a mete· 
orite or a satellite 
burning up In the 
atmosphere. It was not 
an alien battlecruis· 
er." 

UFO investigation starts 
into 30-year-old mystery 

~·we saw a 
UFO over 

= the house' 
C'CI 

""' A CLACTON couple claim 
to have spotted a UFO 
near their back garden. 

~ At 2am on New Year's 
~ Eve, Linda Britton of 
~ Page Road was watching 
OD old gangster movies and 
~ wenttomakeacupoftea. 

OFFICIALS from a hush-hush Min
istry of Defence de partment will 
next month be asked to shed light 
on a 30-year-old UFO mystery. 

Dozens of young members of a wolf 
cub pack and their leaders witnessed 
the 'close encounter' at Hawarden in 
the SUJTimer or autumn of 1966. 

Researchers from the British UFO 
Studies Centre at Winsford have al
r ea.dy take n a de tailed statement 
from one member who was 10 years 
old at the time. 

But the investigation has hit a snag. 
A cub pack mistress and her daugh 
ter. also thought to be key witnesses. 
rt'cently suffered a bereavPment and 
arc unlikely to be avai lable to give ev· 
idence. 

'This is one of the must promising 
sight ings we ha ve c hec ked out in 
years.' said UFO Studies Centre direc
tor Eric Morris . 

'But we desperately nef'd morf' peo-

Exclusive by MIKE GREEN 

pie to come forward to trll us what 
they saw. 

'Details we have piered togcthl'r so 
far tend to discount suggestions that 
the UFO was an o ut of con tro l 
weather balloon. a conVImtional ai r
craft. freak cloud formation or mrte
orite. 

'The re is no evidence ei ther th a t 
witnesses were subject to some form 
of mass hypnosis or illusion . 

'The more far ts wr. can gather. the 
bettrr the chancr we have of assrss
i ng wheth er the object s ightPd was 
man-madP or a li r n.' 

Witness Ron l.alrk . now a tParhrr 
and fa thcr- of-th rt·r livi ng at Fo rest 
Drivr . Broughton. n•mains convinrrd 
the craft srcn ho,·Pring ovr•r th t• tl!IW 

demolished Red llousr. nrar ll awar· 
drn Station. ca mr from anot her 
world . 

·ltmadr no sound arriving. bu t gaw 

out a mechanical sort of rumbling as 
it hoVf" rr d ovr rhead before veering 
away at a terrific speed.' he said . 

' It was immense in size. dwarfing 
the buildings below it. cylindrical in 
shape. tapering at one r nd. luminous 
green in colour and appeared to have 
no doors. hatches or windows as seen 
in conventional aircraft. 

'The s ighting caused terrific excite
mr. nt at the time. It was well within 
s triking di s tan ce and we began 
throwing stonrs at it. but they were 
all deflectf'd without making contact. 

·o ur park lrader go t us away as 
quickly as shP rould . telling us that 
what WI' had SPf'n was light shining 
from a low r loud . 

'l3ut I nwt IH•r l'ight ~Pa rs later and 
she adm ittl'd rPporting the incidrnt 
10 the policP. who confirmed anum
lwr of similar 'igh ting~ ac ross thf' 
<trPa owr a th r•'l' ·da\ pPriod.· 

The UFO Studies Centre has 
pledged that evidence su pplied by any 
other witnessP.s coming forward will 
be treated in strictest confidence. 

'We arc hopeful our meeting with 
'.loD experts will clear up the mys
tery one way or another.· said M r 
Morris. 

'Our organisation takes great care 
over all research projects and is not 
given to fanciful speculation. 

'In nine out of 10 cases a rational 
explanation can be given to explain 
away sightings and if that is the case 
on this occasion we will be happy to 
acce pt it. 

'H ut on evidt'nce gleaned so far we 
believe you ngs te rs who mad e thP 
sigh ting at Ha warde n in 1966 may 
wrll havr cx prr ienced something 
very special indeed.· 

\\.itnesses pr r pared to voluntee r 
statPmf'nts \o the LJFO Studies Ct' ntrP 
an• askf'd to ca ll 01106 553 116. 

PRESS & JOURNAL, Aberdeen, Scotland - Jan. 28, 1995 

However, when she ar-
rived in the kitchen, she 

§ said it was completely lit 
~ up by a large, round object 
CJ hovering just above her 
C'CI house. G She called her husband 

Eddie and they looked at 
it for ten minutes ~fore 

~ the object, which they 
~ said made a booming 
~ sound, shot off towards 

C] thStt;>a':eC:~~: Mr Brit-
ton claimed that when he 
returned to his bedroom 
three ornaments and a 
large picture had fallen on 
to the floor, despite the 
room being empty and 
there being almost no 
draught. 

He said at first he 
thought the UFO was 
lightning or ·the police 
helicopter. 

A police spokesman 
said its helicopter was not 
in that area at the time. 

Hunt goes on for trousers with alien past 
fly -Jane Findlay 

A NATIONWIDE search was con
tinuing yesterday for trousers taken 
from a Tayside pensioner as evidence 
in an international alien investigation. 

And it was revealed the breeks were 
last see n at TV studios in London last 
summer. 

The police-issue trousers were held 
by officers in Lothian and Borders 
after Bob Taylor (76), of Blairgowrie, 
claill)ed to have encountered aliens 15 
years ago. 

They ha' c -; in c ~ ga ined ce lebrit y 

status among the world of UFO 
experts, being passed from country to 
couRtry for examination. 

But recently it was revealed that the 
trousers had gone AWOL and nobody 
knew where they were . 

Mr Tay lor said he was allacked and 
knocked out by the smell of " two 
round spiky things" while checking 
woods at Dechmont Law. near 
Livingston. 

The retired forester claimed he was 
badly bruised and too weak to stand 
when his dog woke him up by barking. 

An intensive police investigation 
followed and MIS were rumoured to 
have been involved, and no satis
factory explanation has ever been 
offered. 

After the attack, the trousers were 
intitially held by forensic offi ce rs in 
Edinburgh. 

Yesterday a spokesman for Lothiar 
and Borders Police admitted: " \Ve 've 
not got them any mo;e. 

"The recollection is that the y we re 
returned. Unfortunately, as there are 
no records dating back, we can' t prove 
this. 

"We would generally only hold evi
dence until an accused has been 
charged. In this case there is obviously 
very little chance of this happening," 
he said . "The trousers should have 
gone back." 

He added: "It's our belief they were 
passed on to London Weekend 
Television at some stage." 

The trousers were featured on 
Michael Aspel's Strange But True 
series last year as part of a documen
tary into UFO sightings in Central 
Scotland. 

Last night, programme editor David 

Alpin said: "This is strange, but is it 
true? Where can Mr Taylor's trousers 
have got to? 

''I'll admit we had them when we 
were filming but that was last summer. 

"As far as I was aware they. were 
passed on to some UFO organisation 
after that but I don ' t know which one." 

Mr Taylor was yesterday unavail
al>le for comment at his Berrydale 
f~· •. ,J home. 

His wife said: "lings, this is going 
from bad to worse. Those trousers 
have been all o· ·er the place." 
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Brilliant light just 
dropped to Earth! 

DAILY MAIL, Hull, England- Jan. 21, 1995 

Scientists 
~ A BRJGHT orange name soared towards the ground at a hectic 
c: speed. It looked like a plane but according to air traffic control 
ell reports, no plane had come down. 
.~ It was visible from miles around, so dozens or people must have 
:;J: seen - something .. 

a perfec tl y ration al 
explanation - but 
maybe there isn't." 

Just after the New 
Year period, a resident 
of Wigan Road, Stand
ish saw something in 
the skies above her 
house early one 
morning. 

had seen. 
What are these 

strange sightings? 
Could the Higher !nee 
lights simply have 
come from a flare or a 
firework? 

may study 
'UFO photo' This is the account of a handful or people from Higher lnce who 

~ are baffled by events which happened. just over three weeks ago. 
~ On the night or Monday, Janullry 23rd a handful or people saw 
~ something come crashing to earth, landing in the park on Manchester 

Arc there UFOs 
monitoring Wigan? 

~ Road, Higher lnce. 
The woman , who 

doesn' t wish to be 
named, woke up at 
around 6am and 
looked out of her bed
room window to be 
greeted by two large 
objects quite low in 
the sky, surrounded by 
flashing lights. 

Are there other 
beings watching us? SCIENTISTS at US space 

agency NASA could 
examine what experts 
think are some of the 
most exciting UFO pic
tures taken in Britain. 

By Kath Knapp 
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Police raced to the 
scene after being told 
what had happened by 
a local taxi driver, but 
found no debris and no 
evidence whatsoever 
of a plane crash. 

They received abso
lute confirmation that 
there was no such 
crash from air traffic 
control and the air 
force . 

So what was it"! 
Thirteen year old 

Scbestian Willerton 
was delivering papers 
with his friend 
Anthony Bayliss at the 
time of the incident. 

Scbcstian told The 
Reporter: ··At first we 
thought it was some
one mucking about 
with fireworks in the 
field but Anthony real
ised it wasn't and said 
it looked like a plane 
had crashed. 

"1 didn't pay much 
anention but he kept 
going on saying it was 
a plane crash." 

Anath er oburve r 
who gave a more vivid 
acount of the incident 
was John .Walthew of 
Higher !nee. 

John recalled: "It 
was close to eight 
o'clock and I was 
walking up Manchester 
Road, not paying much 
ancntion as it was very 
cold. and I was wdl 
wrapped up. 

''I ..:ouldn't help 
noticing ~mething not 
so far in the distance 
though, dropping out 
of the sky. 

" It looked very 

much like a light air
craft and it went down 
in the vicinity of the 
park on Manchester 
Road. 

"I didn't think much 
else of it and I didn't 
investi gat e further 
because it was a very 
cold night, but wheo I 
read the story in the 
Reporter entitled 
'UFO's in Higher 
I nee' I recalled the 
incident in my head 
and remembered 
something that I had 
found a Iitle odd at the 
tirne. 

"Defore ltte object 
crashed (if it did 
crash), it seemed to 
pause above the 
ground for a split sec
ond. It was only a split 
second though and I 
can ·offer no explana
tion as to why that 
might have happened 
if it was an aircraft. 

"But with no debris 
or evidence to suggest 
it was a plane that had 
crashed, I - having 
seen it with my own 
eyes - refuse to rule 
out the possiblility of 
it being a UFO, which 
could very well have 

landed on the park in 
Higher !nee. 

"I am not one to 
make things up - that is 
what I saw and it is 
very likely that there is 

There was no sound 
whatsoe ve r, it was 
completely silent 
the objects new off in 
the direction of Winter 
Hill. 

A short time later 
the women heard heli
copters outside, obvi
ously looking for 
whatever it was she 

Whatever it is these 
people have seen, we 
will m:vcr know, until 
an actual craft lands 
and a seven-eyed, 
three-legged creature 
steps out speaking in 
an unknown dialect, 
stories such as this 
one , will be read-but 
swallowed with only a 
morsel of belief. 

If UFOs were plan
ning their assault on 
the Planet Earth would 
they really choose 
Wigan as their landing 
place? 

It seems they might. 

.&IT looked like a fir4twork display or a plane crashing - but there werre 
no fireworks over Wigan that night, and no plane had come down. 

The photographs - showing a 
mystery alien face at the win
dow - could be analysed by 
ufologists all over the world. 

Hull UFO expert Chris Lawson 
believes the strange sightings 
near Withernsea could hold vital 
clues for scientists trying to 
explain the phenomena of outer 
space. 

Wlthcrnsca pensioner Muriel 
Rowbottom and her daughter 
Sandra Walton could not believe 
their eyes when they saw giant 
orange balls in the sky. 

They took photographs which 
they claim later showed the out
line of an alien fac e peering 
through the window. 

They are convinced alien forces 
are following them, after a series 
of unexplained events . 

"We know what we saw and we 
are convinced they are UFOs and 
that what we saw were aliens in 
the sky," said Miss Walton. 

"NASA will only tell us what 
we already know but the pictures 
might help explain things in 
research about UFOs." 

NEWS REPORTER 

Miss Walton is considerin g 
hypnotherapy in a bid to remem· 
ber more details about the bizarre 
display of lights and shapes. 

Chris Lawson, a member of the 
British UFO Research .Associa
tion, believes their experiences 
match other reported sightings of 
UFOs in the .Holderness area. 

He wants to send the pictures 
for enhancement and light-blast
ing treatment at American labo· 
ratories with links to NASA, the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. 

MUFON - the official American 
UFO group - also wants to exam
ine the prints. 

"Miss Walton has confirmed 
other important UFO phenomena 
that have happened elsewhere 
and it is of major importance. 

"I intend to have this lady go 
through a hynotherapy session to 
give more clarity to what she saw. 

"These things could take some 
time but I am very interested, 
particularly in the photographs." 

Miss Walton and her mother 
Muriel (68), of Queen Street , 
Withernsea, were staying at a 
bungalow near Sproatley when 
they had their first encounter 
with a UFO. 

Then they saw a UFO from 
their Withernsea flat window. 

Ll"' 
01 
0'1 Another report of 

UFO in Tayside 
.&:l THERE HAS been another 
& report of unexplained 

lights in the skies over 
Tayside, this time by a 

-o woman in Blairgowrie. 
~ The woman, who does 
~ not wish to be named, 
~ claimed she saw a brilliant 
u oblong shape hc;>Verin!:? to 
Vl the south of Bla1rgowne. 

Mills Observatory in 
Dundee they said the sight
ing was not connected to 
anything astronomical. 

"I never believed in 
UFOs or anything like that 
but I do now," she said. 
"There is definitely some 
kind of phenomenon." 

Another UFO 
<IJ This is the latest in a 
<IJ series of sightings and it 
'g was only after hearing of 
:I others that the woman 
Q decided to report her own 
~ experiences. 

Dundee Airport said they 
had not heard of any re
ports of this nature. 

However, a sighting of a 
white circle of light on 
Wednesday by three men 
in Pitlochry prompted an 
airport spokesman to COf?· 
ment that the low sun m 
winter can cause reflec
tions from satellites, or 
aircraft can appear as 
unusual apparitions. 

• seen In skies 
over 

ANOTHER UNIDENTIFIED flying ob,ect 
has been observed in the skies over Tays de. 

An object described as a "perfect white 
circle" was spotted In the sky near Perth by 
a Pitlochry man and his two work colleagues 
on Wednesday. 

The man, who does not wish to be named, 
said that he was In a car travelling to the 
village of Stanley just after 4.30 pm, when 
one of his colleagues called his attention to a 
huge, circular object In the sky. 

"At first I thought a pilot had been 
messing around 'drawing' circles with the 
vapour trail of his aircraft, but the three of 
us got out of the car and stared at It for 
about half an hour and, unlike vapour, It 
didn 't disperse," he said. 

"It was very clear and bright on Wednes· 
day, so It couldn't have been a cloud and It 
was about twice the diameter of the moon," 
the man continued. 

Brian Kelly, resident astronomer at Mill's 
Observatory, Dundee, said he knew of no 
astronomical phenomenon on Wednesday 
that would account for this sighting. 

"At 4.30 the sun and the moon were still 
visible in the sky so It would have been too 
bright to see anything else," said Mr Kelly. 

Perth 
A spokesperson for Dundee Airport said 

they had received no reports of unusual 
objects In the sky on Wednesday, but the 
low position of the sun at this time of year
when it ·Is almost on the horizon-could 
cause reflections from satellites or aircraft 
to appear as unusual apparitions. 

The Pltlochry man said he often worked 
until late at night and had witnessed a whole 
range of night-sky activities from shooting 
stars to comets and meteors. 

"This was like nothing I've ever seen 
before," he commented. 

"It reminded me of a huge hula hoop-just 
hanging there In the sky. 

"It must have been floating at over 30,000 
feet because I saw a commercial aircraft 
flying underneath it." 

The sighting is the third unidentified 
object spotted In the Tayside skies In the last 
two weeks. 

Shepherd Peter Lambie saw two shiny 
oval shapes hovering near Aberfeldy on 
January 30 and a Forfar woman described 
seeing mysterious blue and white lights on 
January 29. 

Neither of these slghtlogs has been 
satisfactorily explained either. 

~ " I saw it on February 1 at 
~ 8.45 pm," she said. 
~ " It was a very brilliant 
~ salmon pink colour-more 
~ brilliant at the edges than 
< in the middle-and it was 

there for about 30 seconds 
..o before it went fuzzy then 
~ disappeared. 
~ "It was a clear oblong 
~0 shape about a third of the 

size of the moon as we see 
u it from the ground." 

When she contacted the 

Other sightings include 
blue and white lights above 
Forfar on January 29 and 
two shiny oval shapes 
hovering near Aberfeldy 
the following day. 

Nobody from the Mills 
Observatory was available 
for comment last night. 

DALES TRADER, Derby, England- Jan. II, 1995 

Mystery sighting in 
Ashbourne skies 
A BELPER man claims he 
spotted a UFO hovering 
around the Ashbourne area, 
nearly 24 hours before a 
second reported sighting over 
Broadhome Cemetery. 

John Cadman explained that 
he saw the mystery craft at 
around lOpm on New Year's 
Eve while visiting his 
daughter's house in Bradley, 
near Ashboume. 

"I just happened to look out 
of the window and saw a 
round object covered in about 

50-60 very bright green 
lights," explained John. 

"It seemed to be about 
2,000-3,000 feet up in the sky 
and was the size of normal full 
moon, with a yellowish glow 
above it :• 

John watched the stationary 
object for about two or three 
minutes before it began to 
move slowly away in the 
direction of Belper. 

"I've no idea what it was, 
but I'm certain it wasn't any 
type of normal craft. It made 

no sound what. so ever and was 
perfectly round, I've never 
seen anything like it." 

Mr Cadman said he hadn't 
thought about reporting the 
incident until he saw the report 
in the Dales Trader last week 
of a second sighting near 
Belper on New Year's Day. 

A Derby couple spotted an 
object, which was also covered 
in 'very bright lights ' 
hovering above BroadhQme 
Cemetery just off the A6 at 
5.55pm. 
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DAILY HAIL, Hull, England- Dec. 21, 1994 

Mystery lace 
at the window 

By Kath Knapp 
NEWS REPORTER 

AMERICAN scientists are 
examining some of the first 
UFO pictures ever taken In 
the county. 

A Withernsea family claim 
mystery aliens have been following 
them for the past two years. 

Experts study 
'aliens' picture 

And experts say they know of 
similar sightings in parts of rural 
Holderness. 

Sandra Walton and her mother 
Muriel Rowbottom couldn't believe 
their eyes when they saw giant orange 
balls hovering in the sky above a 
bungalow in Sproatley. 

believes the white spaceship would 
have landed. 

During her stay at the remote prop
erty, she claims the volume on the hi
fi system mysteriously turned itself 
up and other members of her family 
witnessed strange goings-on. 

Mrs Rowbottom (68) 
sa id: " It was shooting 
over the top of Teddy's 
Club really quickly. It lit 
up the sky and stayed 
there fo r almos t two 
hours." 

They called the police 

An enormous white ball - with a 
myst~ shutter - loomed above them 
and they ran to their house. 

The bungalow was badly burned in 
an unexplained fire shortly after one 
of the sightings. 

"I couldn't stay there any more -
weird things kept happening and it 
was very frighten ing. People will 
think we are nuts but we know what 
we saw, .. she said. 

who told them to keep taking pictures 
of the mystery objects. 

A spokesman for Hedon police said 
they treated all reports of UFOs seri
ously. The sky changed colour, they heard 

a loud noise like an aeroplane taking 
off and house alarms started to ring. 

"It was very frightening. We were 
scared to look but I po inted the 
camera at the window in the hope of 
ca~ching a picture of it ," said 
Mtss Walton (38), who lives with 
h~r mother in Queen Street, 
Wtthernsea. 

"We checked with military and civil 
authorities to see if they could explain 
it but there was no sc ientifi c or 
natural explanation." 

The pictures have been sent to a 
photo-analytical laboratory in Amer
ica where scientists will check them 
for authenticity. 

UFO expert John Holman, who has 
seen three flying objects, said: "Both 
women are very sincere and I believe 
what they said. 

She later found huge dents in the 
grass outside the house where she 

Then earlier this year, they watched 
an enormous UFO ball shoot in 
front of the window overlooking 
the sea at the ir proper ty in 
Withernsea. 

"Other people from Holderness 
have come forward with similar sight
logs recently." 

TIMES, Whitstable, England - Jan. 19, 1995 

Is town on an extra-terrestrial flight path? 

Keep an eye 
on the sky! 

FOLLOWING recent sight
logs of unexplained clusters 
of lights In the Whitstable 
skles, reporter Nell Pickford 
went to visit UFO expert 
Mer vyn Newell (pictured) at 
Greenhill to see If he could 
come up with any answers. 

REPORTS of unidentified lights 
and objects in the sky above Whit· 
stable have captured the imagin
ation of Ti-s readers. 

Some are convinced these lights 
are the planet Venus, while others 
are ceruin the lights moved in such 
a way that they could not be any 
kind of astronomical phenomena. 

No·one >.cems sure what the 
lights are, but one man who may be 
able to help us is Mervyn Newell. 
from The Grove. Greenhill. 

Mr. Newell (52) is the co
ordinator of the East Kent UFO 
Research Unit and has been fasci· 
nated by unidentified flying 
objects since a boy. 

At 12 years of age Mr. Newell 
read a book about UFOs called 
Flying Saucers Ha•·t Landed and 
ever since he has had a great inter· 
est in the unexplained . 

Mr. Newell said: "My first reac· 
tion to the book was that it couldn·t 
possibly be true but since I was 20 I 
have been investigating . UFOs to 
make up my own mirid." • 

In his 40 years of research. Mr. 

Newell has only had one sighting . 
He said: · ·About 15 years ago I was 
in Deal and saw a large orange ball 
moving at high speed against the 
wind. As I watched. it moved at 
right lll1gles. It was seen by abou t 
S.OOO people and was also seen in 
Calais and Boulogne." • 

Mr. Newell says his research 
group. formed about three years 
ago. has 40 members. He said: 
· ·w e are not interested in little 
green men or people that claim to 
have been abd ucted by aliens. We 
simply study unidentified flying 
objects and try to establish what 
they are. 

Alien spaceships 

··our biggest problem is that 
there are hundreds or sightings 
every year and far too many people 
are willing to say they are alien 
spaceships. 

· ·we do not know if these things 
are spaceships. in fact. we do not 
know what they are . Professional 
astronomers believe there are suns 
in our universe far older than our 
own so, if civilisation docs exist on 
the planets orbiting these suns, the 
civilisations are likely to have a far 
greater intelligence than our own. 
This means there is a possibility 
that other civilisations could send 
advanced craft further across space 
than we can: · 

One explanation for the Whit· 

stable lighl'. is that they may have 
been a hot air balloon. Mr. Newell 
said : · ·we wae aware of a lot of 
balloon ac tivity in the area recently 
and the names and lights on bal· 
loons could be mistaken for a 
UFO:· 

When asked if the lights could 
be the planet Venus. Mr. Newell 
said he was not sure but an astron· 
omer in the research unit was look· 
ing into the possibility. 

Mr. Newell says there have been 
other sightings of UFOs in this part 
of Kent in recent years- the most 
famous being the Canterbury sight· 
ings in 1990. 

His group is currently working 
with staff at the Un iversity of Kent 
on vi deo footage shot by a Surrey 
man t.hat ~how ~ an unidentified 
object witlt a Oat bottom und a 
domed top Oying through the sky. 
The film lasts about Ill seconds. at 
the end of which the object doubles 
back on itself at great speed before 
shooting o ff at an angle. 

Mr. Newell says there is always 
tlte chance foot<~ge like this is 
fakcJ but he has met the man who 
shot it and he maintains it is abso
lutely genuine. 

One of the major problems 
facing researchers is that they are 
often unaware of technological 
advances that may have been made 
and have not come to the public ·s 
attention . 

Mr. Newell said: · ·we are 
always dealing with the problem of 
technology . 

· ·Advances will always be made 
that the public is not told about. 

· ·The standard Ministry of 
Defence answer when we make 
inquiries about a UFO is that if 
there is no defence implication it is 
not concerned. This leads us to 
think that either it knows what the 
objects are or that it docsn •t know 
what they are and is as much in the 
dark as we are. 

When asked if he thought alien 
life-fonns existed and were 
piloting craft to eanh. Mr. Newell 
said: ••Jt would be egotistical of 
man to think that he is the domi· 
nant being in the universe. 

· ·tt might be a blessing if there 
are o ther life. fonns out there. It is 
my opinion that other things. such 
as aliens. may well exist: · 

other life-forms 
So there you have it. No-one 

knows - or will probably ever 
know - if the lighls above Whit
st<~ble were an alie•• spaceship. the 
planet Venus. a hot·air balloon or 
an airc raft. 

But as FBI agent 'Spook{ 
Mulder says in BBC2 ·s drama 
about the unex·pJained - "the 
truth is out there ·· . 
• Mr. Newell is anxious for 
anyone who has seen an unidenti
fied flying object to contact him. 
He says that time is of the essence 
in any investigation . He can be 
contacted on 364291. 

NEIL PICKFORD 

TOP: Is this the 
face of an allen? 
The photograph 
was taken from a 
Sproatley 
bungalow and 
shows the outline 
of a mystery figure. 
h Is currently being 
studied by experts 
in the US. 
ABOVE: Mrs Muriel 
Rowbottom, who 
claims to have seen 
and photographed 
UFOs. 

~Corn field 
~ 

-B circles the ,.. 

~work of 
'0 

~alien force, 
IZ:l 

~say experts 
c:cl EXPERTS are now convinced that corn 
J circles which appeared In a Leconfield 
H farmer's field were the work of an "alien 
~ force." 

An American laboratory has analysed 
>< samples taken from farmer Peter 
~ Lount's field, after three corn circles 
;:§ mysteriously appeared last summer. 

The results from the Plnelandia and 
Bayville labs have been forwarded to 
corn circle students in the UK, who are 
now sure the circles were not created 
by hoaxers. 
The convener of Yorkshire and 
Humberside's branch for the Centre of 
Crop Circle Studies, Mr John Holman 
said it seems fairly conclusive they ' 
were made by "something other than 
human beings" . 
Air movement combined with heat 
appears to have caused the corn circle 
effect. 
" I ~ appears to heat up the plants like 
microwave energy does," said Mr 
Holman. 
He believes an alien force may be 
manipulating the energy to make the 
corn circle shapes. 
" My conviction Is It is not human 
beings. I don't particularly want to label 
it as alien beings. It may be some other 
intelligence that has not got a physical 
fo~m. It might have a physical form, It 
m1ght not. 
" It is an intelligence from some other 
so_~-uce other than human beings," he 
Said. 
The regional group aims to keep an eye 
on the Leconfield site for any more corn 
circles this summer. 
" In the past, circles, sometimes for two 
or three years, have come back to the 
same field," said Mr Holman. 
Farmer Mr Lount still believes hoaxers 
are to blame for the circles but he said 
he would co-operate if the experts want 
to carry out further examinations. 
Mr Holman said five teams up and down 
the UK would be taking samples from 14 corn circles this summer. 
Last year, Mr Holman claimed to have 
found a geometrical relationship 
between circles at Leconfield 
Copmanthorpe and Acaster Malbis. 



ELLESMERE PORT PIONEER, Cheshire, England - March 29. 1995 

UFO mystery in sky 
Schoolboy has two 
close encounters 
A SERIES of close en
counters with unidentifed 
flying objects has left Port 
people puzzled. 

Schoolboy Steven Farrell 
heard a strange metallic 
whooshing sound over his 
home in Alvanley Road around 
7pm on March 11. 

When he went outside, he 
saw an odd-looking craft hov
ering in the distance. 

The 15-year-old said: 'It was 
quite high in the sky, just below. 
the clouds. It was triangular 
shaped, with two red lights on 
the side and a yellow one on 
top. Then it disappeared in the 
distance.' 

The mystery craft was also 
seen by Steven's mum Barbara, 
who watched it for nearly 10 
minutes before it flew off. 

She said: 'It looked like a 
large star except for the 
colours, I could see red and yel
low lights. It didn't sound like 
an aeroplane, it was making a 
kind of buzzing sound.· 

BY RoB BRADY 

'I think there were two craft. 
There was no sound this time, 
but they disappeared very 
quickly - faster than any plane 
I have seen,' he said. 

Steven's first sighting was 
backed up by another witness, 
Gary Caslin, who saw a strange 
light in the sky while driving 
home with a friend in the early 
hours of March 12. 

The 25-year-old from Green
field Road, little Sutton, said: 'I 
was driving along Rossmore 
Road West when I saw a bright 
light in the sky about a mile 
away. It was flickering very fast 
like a strobe light. 

'Then it suddenly dropped 
out of sight behind a row of 
houses. It couldn't have been a 
helicopter because it went 
down so fast and it definitely 
wasn't a plane unless it had 
crashed. It's really left me puz
zled.' 

Steven reckons he bad a sec
ond close encounter three days 
later on March 14. 

UFO investigator David 
Williams, who has recently set 
up a study group in the Port, 
believes the two sightings could 
be connected. 

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS: Steven Farrell and his mother Barbara, who believe they spotted a 
UFO over the Port. 

FOREST & WYE VALLEY REVIEW, Lydney, Gloucestershire, 
England - Feb. 10, I995 

U·FO seen 
at Bridge 
ol Don 

MYSTERY object has been 
sighted flying across the night 
ky above Aberdeen. 

seen white lights moving within it, 
going left and right, on and off. 

EVENING EXPRESS, Aberdeen, Scotland 
Jan. 20, 1995 

AUFO 
I AM writing to you with 
regard to your recent re
quest for information 
about UFO sightings in the 
area. 

I was fortunate enough 
to observe a UFO on 
December 31 , 1994, the 
details of which I have 
enclosed . These details 
have also been sent to Mr 
Tony Dodd of the UFO 
magazine. 

The sighting I refer to 
happened at around 
9.20pm on New Year's 
Eve . I was standing in my 
back garden having a quiet 
puff on a cigar while 
waiting for my wife to 
return from work so that 
we could go to a New 
Year's Eve party together. 
The sky was clear and the 
stars made extremely good 
viewing. 

Suddenly from my right 
a trio of dull orange lights 

appeared . Once I had 
focussed on these lights I 
realised that they were on 
the points of a triangular
shaped craft which pass~d 
directly overhead. Thts 
craft was either black or 
dark grey in colour and 
was obviously solid as the 
stars were blotted out as it 
went by . 

The only noise to be 
heard was a rushing air
type sound . It was in full 
view for around 7-10 
seconds. A rough guess as 
to its altitude would be 
around 500-700 feet up . 

I can't say what it was, 
but I know that it was not 
a conventional aircraft, 
balloon or any other easi
ly explained phenomena. 

I hope this will be of in
terest to you and would be 
happy for you to pass on 
this information to Mr 
Carter of Weston-super· 
Mare.-J'Iiame and ad
dress supplied, Caldicot. 

I 
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More 
than 
sheep 
to see 

~ SHEPHERD Peter Lambie 
could hardly believe his eyes 

,; yesterday morning when he 
Cli was out on the hillside on his 
'tl way to feed the sheep,. for 
§ hovering in the sky in front 
c::l of him were two oval shapes 

.. surrounded by bright lights. 
~ "I don't believe in UFOs," 
en he said, "but there was defi
~ nitely something there." 
IX Mr Lambie. who works on 
~ the Bolfracks Estate near 
~ Aberfeldy, went on, "I was in 

the Land Rover on my way to 
..e feed the sheep at about eight 

o'clock when I noticed these 
~ shiny oval thing~ hovering 
H over the woods. 

~ "There were two, one 
u slightly to the right and 

behind the other one. 
"I thought at first it was 

just a heap of stars or a 
couple of aircraft but after 
about five minutes they 
slowly moved away over the 
skyline. They were com
pletely silent." 

Mr Lambie said the objects 
were high in the sky and 
from the ground looked 
about six feet long. 

"Obviously they must in 
fact have been bigger than 
that." 

The ·shepherd, who in all 
his time working on the 
hillside, in all weathers and 
at all times of day and night , 
has never seen anything like 
it before, said, "They were 
hollow in the middle and 
glittering round the outside. I 
couldn't see any detail." 

Puzzled rather than frigh
tened, he added, "I don't 
know what I think now. I 
don't believe in UFOs, but I 
definitely saw them today. " 

A spokesman from RAF 
Leuchars said they had had 
no reports of anything 
unusual yesterday morning 
and added that they did not 
have any aircraft flying at 
that time. 

"We often get people re
porting sightings and they 
are always taken seriously. 
Sightings can sometimes be 
explained by meteorological 
conditions." 

A spokesman at Aberdeen 
meteorological office said 
.the incident could not be 
explained as a weather 
phenomenon. 

" It was completely clear at 
that time with none of the 
lenticular clouds-often 
saucer shaped-which might 
sometimes cause confusion.' ' 

Photo sales assistant Anne Marnie 
(42) was left rubbing her eyes in disbe
lief after her early morning close en
counter. 

The latest sighting is unlikely to 
have been a plane landing at or leav
ing Aberdeen as the city airport shuts 
at 10.30pm. 

NEWS & ADVERTISER, Lynn, England - Jan. 20, 1995 

She had gone to her door at 3am to 
get one of her cats when she saw a 

City aviation expert Jim Ferguson 
says the object may have been a large 
plane flying across the North-east en 

route to another bright, white band of 
vapour in the sky 
above her Bridge of 
Don home. '' 

country. 
A vapour trail 

could be seen on a 
clear night if the 
moon was bright, he 
said. 

Stunned Anne, 
Forvie Crescent, 
traced the vapour to 
its source - a craft 
with two or three 
lights which was 
travelling at speed. 

She said: "I could
n't identify it. It was
n't a plane or 
helicopter. It also 
made a deep noise 

I couldn't identify it. It 
wasn't a plane or 

helicopter. It also made a 
deep noise which didn't 

sound like a plane. 
-Anne Marnie 

"In situations like 
this it could be some
thing like a 747 
Jumbo flying at high 
levels between the 
Low Countries and 
the US," said Mr Fer
guson. '' which didn't sound like a plane. 

"I looked away for a few seconds, 
then when I looked back it had disap
peared. I can't describe or explain 
what it was so to me it's an Unidenti
fed Flying Object." 

Anne 's experience is the latest in a 
series of strange sightings in the 
North-east, including reports of a 
huge luminous cloud spotted above 
Muchalls last year. 

A brother and sister claimed to have 

A spokesman for 
the Civil Aviation Authority couldn't 
say whether a civilian aircraft would 
have been flying over the city at the 
time of the sighting. 

The Ministry of Defence says many 
reports of alleged UFO sightings are 
also proved to be natural phenomena. 
• What do you think'! Write to the 
Evening Express, Postbag, Lang Stra
cht, Mastrick, Aberdeen AB9 8AF, or 
fax your letter to 0224 699575. 

Three see weird 
red lights in sky 
WEIRD red lights hovering 
over countryside near 
Swaffham last Thursday 
night have convinced three 
West Norfolk teenagers they 
were out of this world. 

The youngsters, all 17, claim 
they watched the unidentified 
nying objects for one-and-a-half 
hours as they drove around back
roads towards North Pickenham. 

The lights were said to zoom 
across the sky noiselessly at an 
incredible speed, then slow to al
most standstill. before shooting 
off again. 

One teenager, Nathan Hewilt. 
of Lynn Road, Downham, con
tacted RAF Marham when he got 
home at about 9.45pm. But he 
said he was told they had no air
craft in the area at the time and 
nothing had appeared on radar. 

Story: KAREN CLOUDESLEY 

"It was amazing- like nothing 
I have seen before in my life," 
Nathan insisted. He claims he 
witnessed the lights with friend 
Nicholas Cade, also of Down
ham, and another youth, from 
Shouldham, who wishes to re
main anonymous. 

'"There were three. Each had a 
red flashing light at the front, 
fading from bright to dim, and a 
constant red light at the back. 
There was no shape to them - it 
was really ..-eird," said Nathan. 

The teenagers, who were dri
ving around in their friend's new 
car, at one time found one of the 
lights was nying level with them 
over some woods. 

While trying to follow the 
lights, they pulled over and 

watched as one 'object' hovered 
over a patch of woodland, then 
dropped out of sight, followed by 
the second set. 

"We were gobsmacked," said 
Nathan, adding that there could 
be no logical explanation. "They 
were definitely not aeroplanes or 
helicopters. they were going too 
fast." 

RAF Marham community re
lations officer Squadron Leader 
Ed Bulpett told the Lynn News 
only one aircraft took off from 
the base on Thursday night, and 
there was nothing which could 
have been attributed to the 
strange lights. 
e Did you see any UFOs near 
Swaflham? Call Nathan Hewitt 
on Downham (01366) 384728, or 
the Lynn News newsdesk on 
Lynn (01553) 761188. 
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Couple keep a UFO diary 
to solve lights mystery 
LIFE has taken a peculiar 
twist for Martin and Debbie 
Underwood since they moved 
to Crowstone Road, Westcliff 
six months ago. 

They have been mesmerised by 
a series of strange, flashing lights 
they can see from their windows. 

Now they are keeping a log on 
the sightings for the UFO group, 
London United Flying Object Stud
ies, whose chairman lives in 
Chelmsford. 

The group says it will investigate 
and is intere."ted in the strange 
shape and movement of the lights 
but has not ruled out the possibility 
they are from commercial aircraft 
travelling to and from Southend 
Airport. 

Last week the Underwoods saw 
strange lights on three consecutive 
nights, including a pear-shaped 
light and a triangular-shaped clus· 
ter. 

Martin tried taking a photograph 
of one but it shows only a white 
speck. He has also made some 
drawings. 

Martin, 21, an unemployed shop 

By DONNA ADEY 

worker, ,c.id: " On Thursday at 
about 6.25 in the evening I saw 
what at frrst looked like a very 
bright star, only_ there were no 
other stars near it. 

" It was white and pear-shaped 
just hovering and flashing for 
about flve minutes, then it went 
upwards in an arc shape and 
disappeared." 

While Martin was watching from 
his front room window with 19-
year-old Debbie he quickly took a 
snap with his camera. He said the 
light was about 300 to 400 yards 
above the house in the Southend/ 
Shoe bury direction. 

Barry King, chairman of LUFOS, 
made some checks and found that 
there. was no MOD activity at the 
Shoebury experimental site at the 
tirr. :-lor did anything show up 
or. r - ei • ·at Southend Airport. 

··r, riday evening at around 
7. l v.- .•. Martin saw a cluster of 
flashing lights. 

He said: "They were white, 

green and red and sort of zig
zagged upwards. They were only 
there for a moment. They were 
nothing like aircraft lights." 

Very late on Saturday night he 
saw red and white lights in a 
tri~gle shape which just 
whooshed upwards. 

The couple, who have a 16-
week-old son, Joshua, have seen 
odd lights in the sky like these 
before. 

Martin, who used to live in 
nearby Ramuz Drive, said: "I flrst 
saw them shortly after we moved 
here in October and Debbie saw 
flve lights directly above the front 
room in January." 

Speaking about the three latest 
sightings, Barry King said: "We 
have completely ruled out military 
activity and atmospheric condi
tions but there was a lot of 
commercial air traffic in the area 
at these times and we cannot rule 
that out 100 per cent at this stage. 

" Mr Underwood is adamant that 
they were not aircraft lights and 
we are certainly interested in the 
shapes he describes." 

SKETCH : Bette and the drawing she made of her pear-shaped visitor 

SURE enough, this pear-shaped 
thing was hovering over Bette 
Singleton's home for the second 
night In succession. 

Mrs Singleton, 80, first saw It 
flying over the rooftops at Chalk
well Park Drive, Leigh, at 4am 
on Saturday. 

Next night, she stayed up 
and saw it above a large 
chestnut tree. 

Bette's chestnut tree 
sprouts a flying pear 

And as she looked out of her my sight back to normal," said 
bedroom window, the object Mrs Singleton, retired boss of a 
became so bright it hurt her Southend accommodation 
eyes. agency. 

"It has taken me a day to get She was so convinced about 

ALERT: Martin Underwood 
seeks another UFO 

the mysterious craft that she 
decided to sketch it. 

Mrs Singleton, who intends 
to report her discovery officially, 
said she and three friends 
spotted a similar object several 
years ago. 

A spokeswoman at Leigh 
police station said no reports of 
UFOs had been received over 
the weekend. 

HALSTEAD GAZETTE, Essex, England - Jan. 20, 1995 

Touring aliens blamed for 
mystery sightings in sky 

ALIENS have landed in Hclstead! 

sa~i1~'!f~~ i::-i }~e~·:eu:r ~~:;:!cJ 
Green. 

Honestly! 
Local UFO expert Barry King has detailed 

reports of the incident, which was back in 
1966. 

He claims that a couple in their 30s and 
their 12-year-old son, who lived in White 
Horse Avenue, Halstead, saw the landing 
while they were in their car. 

" They saw a silver object in the sky, • Bart)· 
explains. " The sun was reflecting off it and 
the object suddenly dropped. • 

The" disk-like object "which was described 

as having a low humming sound, landed in a 
field just 100 metres away and stayed there 
for about 40 seconds before flying ofT. 

Mr Kina' also has reports of UFO sightings 
in Great '\"eldham and Sible Hedingham. 

. Apparently~ in Hedi~ham, ~i~n forces 
mterfered wttn the Areas electrictty. 

In 1973 two people, again in their car, saw 
bright red, green and white lights in the sky. 
When they got out of the car the lights, 
making a" soft wooshing sound", came 
towardS them. 

When they got home they found that the 
whole vill~e was blacked out, and the cloclt.s 
had stopped at the exact time they saw the 
lights. 

The electricity board couldn't give any 
explanation. 

A woman in Great Yeldham reported her 
si~hting of a large dow~ disc, this time with 
wmgs and legs, to the pohce in 1977. 

Although Barry King doesn't have any 
recent reports of alien life in the area, it 
would seem that for a while Halstead was a 
veritable magnet for touring ETa. 

Mr King, of London UFO Studies, is holding 
a public meeting on the sub~~] Friday 
January 27 at the Marconi · Club, 
Beehive Lane in Chelmsford, at 7pm. 

Tickets, at £4, can be bought on the door or 
in advance by writing to Barry King at 27 The 
Green, Melbourne, Chelmsford, CMI 2BQ. 
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~ Flashing lights 
"' I AM writing regarding the 

article written about UFO 
o sightings. 
N This experience happen· 

cd ju~r before Christmas. 
; My daughter was in her 
..., bedroom in the evening on 

this particular night. She 
came running downstairs 

"C1 shouting "look Mum, 
; co111e upstairs, look out of 
~ the window, there are lights 
~ flashing in the woods." 

r:LI Because she is only 
young I dismissed it, think-

41 ing that it was only a child's 
.~ imagination. But she in
.l:l sisted and 1 did go upstairs 
~ and looked out of the win· 
41 dow . Right enough, way up 
~ in and over the woods in the 
41 distance there were fast 

O
g moving lights which at fii'St 

I thought may be a scramblers or even a car. 
But after watching for 

r:r-., almost an hour, I knew this 
41 was no car or scramble .g hikes . I could not undcrs
r:r-.. tand what we saw. 

,.J I tried to play it down to 
my daughter but we both 

~ stood watl·hing and even 
..... upcnu.l the: window to sec if e we could hear anything. 
Q2 The light seemed to 

change colour and moved 
I:; extremely fast from one 
,.J place to another, like a fast 
=ij moving jet from one end of 
> the wood to the other. 
~ What really made me 
5I think was that the light at 

one time seemed to go up 
.o into the air above the trees 
£-< and back down again. It 
cn was very unusual. 
~ I thought it may have 
~ been something to do with 

a few Travellers which are 
in the area, but it was not 
spotlights. I can't explain it. 

I told my husband, but 
no-one told anyone else as 
people would think you a 
bit crazy saying that we had 
seen things like this. J cer
tainly do not believe in 
UFO's or anything super
natural. I have always 
dismissed other people's 
sightings as a matter-of· 
fact, but after seeing what 
we did, I'm not so sure. 

There is probably a sim· 
pie explanation. In ali the 
years I have lived in this 
village I have never seen 
anything quite like this 
before .-A resident or 
English Bk knor. 

Mystery noise 
ALTHOUGH we haven't 
actually seen a UFO, we 
have heard something very 
strange. 

I'm afraid I've forgotten 
the date as it was some time 
ago, but it was between 
'S.45am and 6am and still 
dark. The street lights 
-.yer.e on and visibility was 
down to roof top level. 

The car wouldn't start 
and my husband was look
ing at the engine with a 
torch . 

I was standing to his left 
side when out of nowhere 
a huge whooshing noise 
went overhead. 

It was silent in as much 
as it had no engine. We 
both heard it to opposite 
sides of us, so whatever it 
was, it was enormous. 

If only it hadn't been 
foggy we would have seen 
it as it wasn't much above 
the rooftops . Weoftentalk 
about the strange "silent 
noise •' we heard that mor
ning and we still can't 
come up with an explana
tion .-A Broadwell 
rcudcr . 

Did U C UFO? 
"" A LARGE unldentlfled 
~ flying object was spotted 

by a local man In 
.. Morecambe recently. 

"" Terry Battersby claJms 
- to ha ve seen a n oval-

shaped craft hovering a 
~ few hundred feet up over 
~ York Bridge on Monday, 
~ February 27. 

Mr Battersby said: "I 
I think It was a UFO. My 

"CC girUrlend and I saw It for a 
c: few seconds and then It 
n1 disappeared behind some 

bO clouds. We didn't see It 16 
C: a. gain alter that." 
~ He is interested &o learn 

if anybody else saw the 
UFO. 



CITIZEN, Gloucester, England -March I, 1995 

Lights in the night skJ 
PERHAPS understandably, he 
doesn ' t want to be named. 

He 's 24 and gave a Stroud phone 
number. He had driven through Ross
on-Wye from Hereford and wa~ about 
eight miles from Gloucester. It was 
7 .30pm; there were flashes of 
lightning in the clouds. 

" I looked up and there was a red 
light in the sky," he said . "It was 
fla~h i ng on and off. I thought it must 
have been a helicopter but it was too 
high up. 

'' It just appeared out of no where. It 
was there for about ten seconds and 
then in a second it moved about eight 
miles across the sky, from hori zon to 
horizon, and stopped. 

"It stopped for about a second and 
then went straight upwards . About :lO 
seconds after that, a low-flying jet 
came pa~t. going in the same 
direction. 

" I wa~ so excited by what I'd seen 
that I pulled into a garage and spoke 
to a lady there. She said nobody had 
reported anything. 

"I wa~ going to find the lorry driver 
who had been in front of me. I just 

• A UFO ••• o r not? Another * 
inexplicable siting from 
national archives. 

I 

"0 

Report by 
Mark Patterson 

wanted to see if anyone else reported 
it." 

He said he also spoke to a police 
officer. The officer took his name 
and phone number and to ld him that 
people had reported thi s kind of th ing 
be fore. If anyone else reported it. he: 
would ring. But the policeman didn't 
ring. 

What d id he think he had seen? 

''This is j ust it. ( have no idea. I 
know fo r a fact that it wasn't anyth ing 
re flec ted in my windscreen. The li ght 
was too big to be a helicopter light. It 
was red. an orangey-red colour. 

" I even phoned RAF Brize Norton 
that night and asked them about it. 
They said there wa~ a lot of 
meteorological activity up there. It 
might have been a phenomenon . 

" I take my camera wherever I go 
now. People can make of it what they 
want but I know what I saw." 

The sighting happened on February 
15, but the caller didn't contact the 
Citizen until six days later. 

He said he had been desperately 
trying to make sense of the light that 
inexplicably shot right to left, from 
horizon to horizon, in a split second 
and then stopped dead. He was 
terribly sorry for wasting anyone's 
time. But had anyone e lse seen it? 

The moving light will be recorded 
as one of the 50 reported strange sky 
sightings in Britain every month. 

Michael Soper, of the 0 xfordshire
based organi sation Contact 
International UK, found it ve ry 
interesting. 

iby flying 
pyramid 

Not all encounters with UFOs are wonderful, moving 
>o experiences. Sometimes the witness can suffer serious 
~ adverse effects-
i:li I was looking through my notes on the Bretby/Reptoo 

window area and wondering what my next move would be 
~ when the phone rang- It was my fellow investigator, CP. 

"Drop everything" he said, "we're being sent over to 
~ Uttoxeter, sounds like there's the equivalent or a UFO 
~ Farnborough air display going on over there_" 

I looked through my notes. "Family car buzzed by 
UFO" ••• " Rotating column of mist destroys hedge" 
. __ "Motorbike stalled by Oying pyramid" . . _ 

Now that sounded interesting. There are many reports 
of vehicles stalling when exposed to whatever effect is 
produce<! in the vicinity of UFOs, perhaps this time I 
might get a chance to examine such a vehicle first hand. 

We made contact with the witness and were 
immediately impressed by his reluctance to discuss the 

' ' It just appeared out of nowhere. It 
was there for about 10 seconds and then 

in a second it moved about eight miles 

across the sky from horizon to horizon. 

'' 
But he said it was crucia l to know 

in whie h di n:<.:tion th.: IH!ht had b..:c n 
mov ing si!lc<.: this wnuiJ" he lp iden tify 
whether it had been normal air tra tl ic 
mov ing .a long the Golf O ne ~m 
corridor ove r Cht:l tenha m. 

" In Jan uary 1'194. we: had a sighting 
fro m sev.: n people in Che lten ham uf 
lights moving across the sky in 
formation from east to we't. They 
were in th.: shape of Vs, Es and Is . 

"This actually went on for about 20 
minutes. There were three 
independent groups of people who 
saw that. Air Traffic Control said 
there was not that amount of tra ffic 
going west. " 

Mr Soper said aircraft did 
sometimes show red lights in the 
belly, but added : " If the light went 
straight up it can ' t possibly be a 
normal plane." 

Around three-quarters of strange 
sightings can be explained, he said . 
But what about the rest"' The words 
' fl ying saucers' aren' t m.: ntioned . 

But Mr Soper is entirely convinct:d 
- and he stresses that this is a 
personal view - th at humans are not 
the onl y intelligent race: of be ings. 

He believes anoth.:r race has been 
sht:pherding thehuman race down the 
centuries for its own purpo'e' . Thi-; 

is the: reason for abduct ion,; by 
·aliens .· 

Sometimes we see the other bei n!.!'. 
he says. So metimes they ' re -
r.:sponsiblt: for apparently 
in.: ,plicablt: lights in the sky. 

At o ther times they ' re the " link 
b.: ings" flying in trapezoidal -shaped 
frames which five people n:ported 
seeing on Silbury Hill , Wiltshire . 

Four years ago . four elderly women 
waiting fl>r a bus at Whitminst.:r, n.:ar 
Gloucester, claimed they saw huge 
bright lights coming towards them . 

" It looked like a big car in the sky, 
with two main beams in the front 
surrounded by smaller light around 
them," said one. "And I could hear 
the hum of an engine." 

But a somewhat bemused RAF 
spokesman at Whitehall wa~ 
sceptical, to say the lea~t. about the 
latest potential UFO sightiug n.:ar 
Ross. He snorted about "little men 
from Mars" stories . 

"The RAF is always active around 
the Severn Yale and the Malvern,;." 
he said . " It mi ght well have oe.:n an 
aircraft. 

"We ge t letters fro m these people 
a ll the time: but they do n't want a 
r~t i o nal ex pl ana ti on. They want to 

keep the excitement of it being 
something interplanetary. 

" If you offer so mething rational 
they lose interest. Usually they have 
J!ready made a commitm.:nt to belief 
- that there's life on other planets, no 
matter what science says. 

"These people may be eccentric but 
they pay their taxes like everyone else 
so they're entitled to a po lite letter 
from a Go vern m.:nt d o: p;~ rtment. 

"We just wr ite to the m with a li :;t of 
;~ddres ses so they can pursue their 
hobby witho ut bothering us ." 

A cover-up 
Says Michael Super: "They (the 

MOD ) always are " :eptical. But to 
be: honest the MOD hear hysterical 
stories which can ' t possibly be true." 

Yet Mr So per has no doubt at all 
that there is a cov.:r-up of ' uc i1 
matters by the authorities. 

'' Definitely. We knuw there 's a 
..:ova-up becaus.: of the British 
documents which hav.: been de
cla~sitled ." 

And the young man who saw the 
light in the sky near Ross is sticking 
by his story. He has no iJ.:a what it 
wa~ that he saw but he has since · 
bought a book about UFOs. 

''I'm absolutely convinced that it 
wasn't an aircraft or anything we 
know about," he said . " I've been 
looking at every single explanation. 

"All I can honestly say is what I 
saw and draw my own conclusions. 
just wanted someone else: to see it 
because it was so bizarre. 

"I'm not saying it was a spaceship 
or anything. All r m saying is that 
what I saw was absolut.:ly 
fascinating . I've always had an open 
mind but this has changed my views 
4uite a lo t." 

Tales ol the unexplained 

sighting_ There was no way he was after gi tic pyramid and be had been directly 
publicity. Bit b~ bit, he told us.his story_ begnS::th its base. The bike refused to start 

I'U show it to you if you like." 
There didn't appear to be anything 

unusual about the bike except for the fact 
that no matter what was tried it wouldn't 
function. The witness appeared to be 
getting fidgety , so we arranged to see him 
again the following week to speak to him 
again. 

I stood looking at the still immobile 
motorbike when for reasons which I still 
can't explain I took my Zippo lighter out 
of my pocket and held it near the bike, it 
leapt out of my band and stuck to the 
petrol tank, the whole thing was very 
highly magnetised. 

. He was on has ~ay to wor~ m the e~rly and be bad 8 long, tiring walk home. 
hours of the ~ormng when bis motorbake The next day be felt ill and within two 
began bebavmg oddly. more days bad developed a rash, sickness 

Although he was on a quiet country and stomach cramps. Over the next few 
road with little chance of finding a phone days the condition got worse and he 
box in the immediate area from which to developed symptoms or tiredness; tingling 
summon help, he decided to stop the in his fingers and distorted vision. These 
spluttering bike and check to see if the were diagnosed by his doctor as "a virus"-
problem was something as simple as a "How about teUing his doctor to check 
loose plug lead_ for radiation poisoning?" I whispered to 

He pulled over to the side of the road 
and was immediately bathed in a vivid 
white light. Looking up be saw a huge 
square, about 30 feet above him, filled 
with " superstructure and spotlights"-

The square dimmed slightly and began 
to move away_ As the object became more 
distant he noticed that, in fact, it was a 

CP- "Oh sure," be whispered back, "and 
what would YOU say if you were a doctor 
and one of your patients suggested that to 
you?" 

I must admit, he'd got a point_ 
"Have yon still got the bike?" CP 

asked-
" Yes," be replied- "It still won ' t go. 

In fact, the witness appeared to be 
avoiding us the following week. He was not 
available at home or at work. I decided to 
drop in on him unannounced. Not entirely 
ethical, I thought, but at least he can tell 
me directly if be really doesn't wish to 
speak to me, and if. that was the case I 
would, of course, respect his wishes. 

In fact, he did speak to me. His health 
had deteriorated further and he was 
worried, be wanted some answers about 
what was happening to him . 

That was the last time I saw this 
witness- Further attempts to contact him 
failed_ He had joined the ranks of those 
witnesses who suddenly decide that they 
want no more to do with the UFO 
phenomena_ Either that or, if you are 
more paranoid in your outlook, have been 
"got at" by persons unknown_ 

It can be very satisfying to find a 
rational explanation for an unusual 
sighting, but this file had to be yet another 
\vith the frustrating word U~'"EXPLAINED 
stamped on it. - KF 

17 



Still 
on the 
trail of 

BIGFOOT 
By Doug O'Loughlln 
of the Daily Courier 

APPLEGATE - More than 20 years 
after it was first built, the Bigfoot trap 
still hasn't caught anything except maybe 
the attention of curious hikers. 

OK, so it caught a bear once. And there 
are rumors that a person once was 
trapped in the 10-foot-tall structure, either 
an American Indian or a member of the 
counter-culture community depending on 
who you ask. 

The trap is now non-functional, its huge 
metal door bolted in the open position. 

A failed experi
ment? Not really, 
says the crew at the 
Applegate Ranger 
District of the Rogue 
River National For-

I A Monday feature focusing est. 
on laces" and places in "It's something 
Southern Oregon. we get calls about 

all the time," said 
Kate Strabbe, a spokeswoman for the 
ranger station. 

Another ranger station employee said a 
representative for radio talk show host 
Rush Limbaugh oncecalled asking about 
the trap. And it was featured in national 
news stories. But most of the people inter
ested are those from around the area who 
see the sign pointing to the trap. 

The trap is easy to find . Back when it 
was completed in 1974, there wasn't an 
Applegate Dam or an Applegate Lake, so 
it was at the end of a mile-long trail after 
a long bumpy road. Now it's about a half
mile hike. 

To find the trap, take Upper Applegate 
Road (off Highway 238) and travel south 
for 16 miles, just past the dam. Park at 
Hart-tish picnic area and begin the hike at 
the Collings Mountain Trail, right across 
the road from Hart-tish Park. Take the 
left fork at the abandoned miner's cabin 
and the trap is only a few hundred feet 
farther . 

The trap, a shack-type structure, was 
built on a special permit from the U.S. 
Forest Service. It stipulated that someone 
had to stay in the nearby cabin in case any 
person actually got caught instead of the 
elusive man-beast who leaves the large 
footprints . 

The idea was, Bigfoot would take the 
bait from the inside of the trap, which 
would release a cable and send a big 
green metal door crashing down and trap 
Bigfoot. 

It never worked, apparently. One 
expert says Bigfoot's nature doesn' t allow 
him to just blunder into any old cage. 

More sightings 
of Horsetooth 
Res. creature 

This column will be of interest 
to those of you who have been fol
lowing the controversial story of the 
Horsetooth aquatic creatures. 

A citizen who has lived for many 
vears near the Horsetooth Reservoir's 
south end called me to talk about the 
first story I wrote regarding the crea
tures. During the course of the con
versation, she related two incidents 
she witnessed that I would classify 
as anecdotal evidence that seems to 
corroborate the Macias family's 
claim. 

FDRTEANA NEWS 
DAILY COURIER, Grants Pass, OR - April 24, 1995 

,, ______ _ 
As far as we know, the Big
foot has got some kind of 
smarts. It seems he doesn't 
want to be trapped. 

Ray Crowe 
Western Bigfoot Society _______________ ,, 

"As far as we know, the Bigfoot has got 
some kind of smarts," explained Ray 
Crowe, who catalogs sightings for the 
Western Bigfoot Society of Portland. "It 
seems he doesn't want to be trapped .. .. 
We suspect he has a pretty good sense of 
smell, too, so maybe he can tell when peo
ple have been around." 

During a recent phone interview, Crowe 
wouldn't venture to guess how many Big- . 
foot sightings come from which areas in 
the Pacific Northwest - supposedly Big
foot 's stomping grounds- but he's always 
interested in new reports. They usually 
come in the form of footprints seen by Boy 
Scouts, he said. 

Sightings have been " frequent " this 
year, Crowe said, but there were very few 
last month because of poor weather. 

Formed in 1991, his is probably one of 
the only Bigfoot-tracking groups still 

active since North American Wildlife 
Research no longer takes the forefront. 
That group built the trap, but like the elu
sive Sasquatch, isn' t heard from too 
often. 

Another group, the Seattle-based 
National Cryptozoological Society, spon
sored a hunter who spent the summer of 
1984looking for the creature. 

For Crowe, it 's just a matter of time 
before empirical evidence of Bigfoot turns 
up. 

" These things have been found dead 
before ," he said. " In Northern Califor
nia, one was a road kill but nobody knew 

STANDARD-BLADE, Brighton, CO - April 22, 1995 

On one occasion, about three 
summers ago, she was out on the 
lake in her family' s boat, and her 
eldest daughter pointed out a huge 
whirlpool at the reservoir's south end 
and, having no apparent explana
tion for what they saw, they filed the 
incident away without explanation. 

On another boating occasion, 
the woman saw something that 
looked like a very large tree column 
rising up" via the sonar depth finder 
screen at a depth of 120 feet. The 
image moved around the screen, 
sometimes going out of view com
pletely, only to reappear again. 

We chatted amicably for a while, 
and I believe that the woman called 
mainly out of concern for her two 
daughters who swim a lot in the lake. 

She was anxious for some sort 
of official inquiry into the allegations 
that large aquatic creatures are in-

habiting the reservoir, and I am 
happy to report that the Colorado 
Division of Wildlife has set up an 
appointment to view the videotapes 
recorded by the Macias Family. 

I would also like to share an
other development in the continu
ally evolving story. It seems that a 
clipping service sent a copy of my 
article to Unsolved Mysteries, a na
tionally televised program based in 
Los Angeles, and they contacted the 
Macias family's lawyer. A family 
member will be hand-carrying their 
copyrighted evidence to L.A. this 
week, they will be interviewed next 
month, and the ensuing documen
tary will air in the Fall. 

It occurs to me that their re
search team will be coming to Fort 
Collins in the very near future seek
ing anecdotal evidence or past his
torical accountings, so any of you 

The trap won't 
catch any crea
tures now, with 
the door bolted 
open, {photo 
above), but it 
still catches 
people's atten
tion. At left, a 
sign points the 
way for the curi
ous. 

TIMOTHY BULLARD 
Daily Courier 

about it because the girls who hit it 
didn't tell anyone until two or three days 
later." 

Crowe complained tha t a recent Big
foot documentary. film~ in Coos Bay 
didn't list a reference for his group and 
that he may be out of touch with Southern 
Oregon. 

"You might have someone down at 
Mount Ashland see something, but who 
are they going to tell it to?" 

In case of sightings, contact Crowe a t 
(503 ) 286-6585, or write the Western Bigfoot 
Society, 8622 N. Lombard St., Portland OR 
97203. 

readers who have something to 
share-get ready. 

The Standard-Blade will con
tinue to report on the unfolding 
drama at Horsetooth Reservoir. If 
you have a story you would like to 
share, please call Morris at 659-1141. 
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POST, Washington, DC- April 17, 1995 

Pentago~ Fights Secret Scenario Speculation Over Alaska 
COMMUNICAnONS: GE111NG A BOOST FROM lHE 10NOSPHERE 

H AARP is a research instrument for exploring the ioftospltere. Among its practical_ goals are 
improving communication with Sllbmarines and ellhanci~~g the ability to deted enemy 

underground ta.nnels or missile silos. The ionosphere, the outermost layer of the atmosphere; 
absorvs much energy from the sun's radiation. Some gas atoms are ioniud, releasing ~e· 
electrons. These electrons move through the sun's magnetic field, creating currents 
that produce radio waves (part of the sky's "natural background radiation •; . 

Ionospheric 
electrons 

a HAARP can take advantage of properties of the 
ionosphere that cause radio waves to bounce 
between layers of ions of different densities. Signals 
may travel along these ionospheric ~ducts" a!l the 
way around the Earth , and , as with radar, scientists 
can observe the waves returning. If an enemy 
missile passes through the waves after launch , 
HAARP instruments on the ground will detect 
changes in the returning waves . This could warn of 
an attack many minutes before it would be picked 
up by other means . 

• HAARP's ground antennas will beam 
high-frequency (HF) radio waves into the 

~--~~ ionosphere. The waves ' energy is absorbed by 
-~~- ionospheric electrons. By varying the ELF radio waves penetrate deeper beneath 

""""'-~"!:'-~ transmissions from HAARP 's antennas , the sea than radio frequencies currently used 

HAARP's 

By JOhn Mintz 
.......... l'llltSIIIIf'WrU:r 

T .tie nnnors are buz7jng .across 
the Internet .that .a Pentagon 
physics ·experiment on a 

wind-whipped tract of U.S. Air Force 
land -in Alaska .haS a secret purpose
digging up bodies of UFO aliens. An· 
other rumor has it that men in black 
suits and thin black ties are jumping 
out of a black sedan to beat up Alas· 
kao opponents of th. project. 

Countering these odd speculations 
is an in a day's work for.Ramy Sbanny, 
president of Advanced Powers Tech· 
nologies Inc. (APTI), the Washington· 
based firm bwlding the $160 million 
Alaska project for the U.S. military. 

4bere's this paranoia about sinis
ter things being done there," said 
Sbaony. "'t's not true." 

The program .is called HAARP, or 
High Frequency Active Auroral Re
~ch Project. When finished, it will 
consist of 360 ·72-foot antennas in the 
town of Gakona, northeast of Anchor· 
age. It will transmit a beam of high· 
frequency energy into the ionosphere, 
35 miles to 500 miles above the 
Earth, to heat and test the ionosphere 
as a way to improve military conunu· 
nications. 

Shanny also spends time addressing 
the more down-to-earth complaints of 
some Alaska environmental activists. 

researchers can alter electric currents in the ~ to communicate with submarines. They also 
ionosphere to make them p~·+ out large ~. penetrate deep into the ground and can be 
amounts of extremely low frequency (ELF) used to spot discontinuities that indicate 
radio waves . buried installations. 

Yes, he says, the experiment could 
disrupt television and radio reception 
nearby, and federal communications 
agencies are studying that. And yes, 
the tests could scramble the electron
ics of planes flying overhead. That 's 
why HAARP will be automatically 
turned off when its sensors detect a 
plane nearby 0 

Some Physicists Skeptical 
But the strongest note of skepti

cism is sounded by a small group of 
American _physicists, some of whom 
have aired complaints in scientific 
journals such as Physics and Society. 
These physicists fear HAARP may 
not be simply the benign science ex
periment advocates describe, but 
possibly phase one of a secret U.S. 
military program that could be seek· 
ing ways to blow other cowttries' 
spacecraft out of the sky or disrupt 
communications over large portions 
of the planet. 

The critics allege HAARP could 
be, in the words of New Jersc:y phys
icist Richard Williams, a consultant 
to the David Sarnoff laboratory in 
Princeton, ~an irresponsible act of 
global vandalism." 

The Pentagon and APTI deny it, 
and the critics offer scant proof for 
their theory. 

But the project 's advocates fear 
the attacks by scientists and envi· 

ronmental activists, may, along with 
its price tag, endanger HAARP. 

The project has attracted little no
tice so far, perhaps because it's so 
arcane. But as odd as it seems, 
HAARP is scientifically sowtd, physi
cists agree. As ionospheric experi· 
ments go, it is much bigger than oth· 
ers around the world, from Russia 
and Norway to Puerto Rico. 

The ionosphere interests scien· 
tists because this atmospheric layer 
contains ch.arged atoms and elec· 
trons that cause it to distort or ab
sorb radio signals passing through it, 
or make them bounce-such as 
when a radio station is heard 1,000 
miles from its tower. 

'Perturb' the Ionosphere 
HAARP's mission is to "perturb" 

the ionosphere by beaming high-fre
quency radio waves into it, to better 
understand its basic properties, 
HAARP officials said in a report. The 
Air Force and Navy hope it will lead to 
dramatically improved communica
tions with U.S. submarines, and the 
ability to spot incoming enemy mis
siles much earlier than is possible 
DOW. 

The physicist critics have little 
problem with the project if built along 
those lines. But Williams and other 
physicists fear the government plans a 

BY JOHN ANDERSO,._ THE WASHINGTON POST 

secret second stage-orHAARP, in 
which it would beam much more ener· 
gy into the ionosphere. That could 
produce "a severe disruption of the 
upper atmosphere at one location" 
that "may produce effects that spread 
rapidly around the Earth for years," 
Williams said. 

The Pentagon said it has no inter· 
est in doing the more ambitious tests 
that critics fear, or in ratcheting up 
HAARP to even a fraction of the ener· 
gy Jevel necessary to pull off those 
feats. "But the critics just don't be
lieve us," said John L. Heckscher, 
HAARP' s Air Force director. 

One physicist skeptical of Air Force 
claims is Bernard Eastlund, who de
veloped the concepts behind HAARP, 
as well as the Buck Rogers-ish scenar· 
ios feared by critics. 

"HAARP could indeed be applied to 
some of the far-out things I talked 
about," said Eastlwtd from his Texas 
office. "The basic question is, Is there 
any intent to do anything like what's 
in my patents?" 

Project Began in '80s 

Eastlwtd was hired in the mid· 
1980s by Atlantic Richfield Co. to 
solve a dilemma. It owned 33 trillion 
cubic feet of Alaskan natural gas, 
and had no economical way to re-

·Antennas 
move it. The firm, seeking ways to 
use the fuel there , tried to think of a 
government project requiring large 
amowtts of power. 

APT!, then a division of Atlantic 
Richfield , retained Eastlund as a 
consultant, and he hit on the idea 
that became HAARP. It would need 
about 3.6 megawatts of power , .a 
fraction of the -power in a lightning 
bolt, to perform its tests. 

But Eastlund also developed more 
"far-out" ideas , requiring greater 
surges of power-approximately 
those in a nuclear blast. The Penta
gon got interested and gave him sev
eral hwtdred thousand dollars in re
search funds. His ideas are 
embodied in three 1987 patents
one of which was classified, and later 
declassified in 1991. He said the mil
itary was interested because, in the 
event of a Soviet nuclear attack on 
the United States, an Alaska site 
would be under the path of the of in
coming warheads. 

Eastlund's scenario was to use 
·high-frequency radio waves to -beam 
large amounts of power into the ion· 
osphere, energizing its electrons and 
ions in order to disable incoming 
missiles and knock out enemy sate!· 
lite communications. The military 
hoped such a missile defense system 
could be more manageable and less 
expensive than the troubled Strate· 
gic Defense Initiative or "Star Wars" 
antimissile system. 

· APTI' s Shanny said he dismissed 
Eastlwtd arowtd 1989 because "his 
work was way out." But APTI still 
owned Eastlund's patents, including 
his once-classified ones. 

In ,1'992 APTI won the Pentagon 
contract to build HAARP. It contin
ued to oversee the project after At· 
lantic Richfield sold the unit to Dal
las-based defense contractor 
E-Systems Inc. last year. 

Shanny said Eastlwtd's assertion 
that the Pentagon plans to build the 
system in his patents is "nonsense." 
Added the Air Force's Heckscher: 
"Eastlund's patents have nothing 
whatsoever to do with HAARP." 

Scientists who support HAARP 
say the upper atmosphere over Alas· 
ka, including the aurora borealis, is 
churning with so much electromag
netic activity that HAARP would 
have only a small and fleeting effect. 

But anti-HAARP activists in Alas· 
ka have their doubts. 

"Many of us are not happy with 
the prospect of [the military] alter· 
ing the Earth's neutral atmospheric 
properties," Native Alaskan activist 
Charles Edwardsen Jr. wrote Presi· 
dent Clinton last year. "We do not 
want to be anyone's testing growtd , 
as the Bikini Islanders have been." 

~ Celestial flashes baffle scientists 
Sentman presided over a session 

on the events during this week's 
meeting of the American Geophysi
cal Union. ~ In June and July, a group observUniversity of Alaska among schools probing edge-of-space phenomenon 
ing from a hilltop in Colorado re· 

feet, but the sprites usually ao- not corded dozens to hundreds of sprites 
start until about 20 miles up and per night over thunderstorms hun· 
extend for another 40 miles . dreds of miles away over Kansas . 

~ By CHARLES PETIT 
,:::) San Francisco Chronicle 

Pilots of high-altitude airplanes 
~ have for years ·reported sightings of 

immense red and blue blobs flicker
; ing briefly like ghosts in the sky 
~ above thunderstorms, extending for 
~ miles above the stratosphere. 
.c Now scientists have caught thou
u sands of examples un videotape and 
~ have gathered data suggesting that 

.. the flashes are mighty surges of 
~ energy between the lower atmo
; sphere and the edge of space. 

, They call the lights blue jets and 
~ red sprites, and after reviewing a 
=: collection of new data in San Fran
,:) cisco this week, they said the spec-

tacular celestial events may be vital 
in understanding atmospheric phys
ics - and may be dangerous to 
high-altitude aircraft or astronauts 
as they ascend to orbit . 

But scientists confess that they are 
basically baffled by the phenome
non. 
' 'Every explanation has holes in 

it," said John Winckler, a professor 

oi physics and astronomy at the 
University of Minnesota, who was 
among the first to document the 
events with a grainy video image in 
1989. "We're in on the beginning of a 
new aspect of science here." 

Scientists call the biggest lights 
red sprites, which tower up to 60 
miles into the night sky. Blue jets 
are smaller, pulsating lights that 
race upward from thunderstorms at 
more than 100,000 miles per hour. 

Until a short time ago, nobody 
knew about either, and scientists 
still are uncertain whether the same 
thing causes both sprites and jets. 

Individual examples have been 
compared to immense angels, carrots, 
cauliflowers and octopuses hovering 
and glowing briefly in the thin, 
nearly unexplored fringe of atmo
sphere too high for airplanes to fly 
and too low for satellites to orbit. 

While blue jets emerge upward 
from the crown of a storm, red 
sprites flicker far above them. A 
large thunderstorm may reach as 
high as 10 miles, or more than 50,000 

Several of the biggest sprites have Airborne observations with two 
red bodies with reddish, hairlike small jets at about the same time 
extensions on top and blue tentacles recorded thousands more in storms 
drooping below. Usually, each one over the Midwest. During one 67-
lasts less than a hundredth of a minute period, 97 sprites were re
second. corded, said Eugene Wescott of the 

As long ago as the mid-1950s, University of Alaska. 
Scottish physicist and Nobel Prize Radio signals generated by the 
winner Charles T.R. Wilson noted sprites, when played through an au
that the huge electric discharges dio speaker, "sound like eggs hitt'ing 
from thunderstorms should pro- a griddle," Sentman said. · 
foundly affect the upper atmosphere . Among the urgent, unanswered 
But while pilots reported occasional questions is whether the sprites and 
strange lights over storms, the events jets pose a hazard to space shuttle 
went unconfirmed until high-speed astronauts whose route to orbit often 
video gear became available. takes them over thunderstorms in 

Technically, they occur in layers of the Atlantic. 
atmosphere called the mesosphere "I don't have a clue what causes 
and the thermosphere, well above these things," said Walter Lyons of 
-the Stratosphere. "That part of the the Missi?n ~esearch. Corp. in C?lo
sky has also been called the 'ignoras- rado, wh1ch 1s studymg the spntes 
phere,' for good reason," said Davis and jets for NASA. "But on the other 
Sentman of the University of Alas· hand, I would not volunteer to be the 
ka's Geophysical Institute. "We were first astronaut to fly through one. " 
ignorant of it ." CR: J. & L. Nicholson 19 



~ Some secrets deadly, Nevada plaintiffs say 
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A group 
sues the 

government 
~ over toxic 
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fumes from 
a base that 

offidally 
isn't there 

By VINCENT J. SCHODOLSKI 
Chicago Tribune News Serv1ce 

R 
ACHEL, Nevada - One warm 
July evening in 1988, Robert 
Frost pulled up in front of his 
home outside Las Vegas, 

climbed out of his car and started to 
scream. 

"His face was swollen and burning," 
Frost's widow, Helen, said. Although he 
threw water on his face, the burning and 
swelling persisted. Eventually his skin 
started to split and bleed. 

Frost's condition continued to deterio
rate, eventually spreading to his internal 
organs, and 16 months later he was dead 
of cirrhosis of the liver at the age of 57. 

Local doctors never figured out what 
caused Frost's illness, but a Rutgers Uni· 
versity biochemist who examined tissue 
samples taken shortly before his death 
concluded that Frost had been exposed to 
toxic fumes. Had he lived longer, the sci
entist said, Frost would have contracted 
cancer. 

"He had been exposed to large 
amounts of dioxins and dibenzofurans," 
Helen Frost said . "But where? We had 
nothing like that around the house." 

Frost's widow and six other base work· 
ers who claim to have been poisoned by 
the fumes have filed lawsuits against the 
Department of Defense and the Environ
mental Protection Agency. They say the 

fumes appear to have come from the 
burning of toxic waste on a U.S. Air 
Force facility in the Nevada desert. 

In an affidavit filed with U.S. District 
Judge Philip Pro last week, Justice De
partment lawyers asked that the suit 
against the EPA be thrown out. They 
contend the issue raised by the former 
workers and their relatives has been re
solved by a recent EPA inspection at the 
facility. 

Jonathan Turley, an attorney repre
senting the plaintiffs, called the EPA in· 
spection a victory for his clients, but he 
said the issues raised iri their suit were 
not satisfied by the action. 

Information withheld 

As with all information relating to the 
base and this case, the results of the EPA 
inspection remain classified. 

The...caseJs shaping UP. as.. a_test. of th.e 
extent to which the IJ S military _can 
withhold information .from the .public on 
national security ~.ounds . 

Finding out anything about the base, 
where the U-2 spy plane and the stealth 
bomber reportedly were tested, is diffi
cult. lL.is....s.o....secret that the ..Air Force 
~s not even admH t})at_tt ex~sts , 

Although the facility, just 30 miles 
from this rag-tag desert hamlet, can be 
seen from surrounding public lands, a 
nearly impenetrable cloak of secrecy sur-

rounds it. 
Robert Frost, a 

sheet metal work· 
er, erected build
ings and installed 
air conditioning 
ducts at the base 
for almost nine 
years as an em
ployee of Reynolds 
Electric Engi 
neering Co., a civil
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ian contractor to the Air Force. 
He and his fellow workers called the 

place "Area 51," or. "Groom Lake," the 
name of the dry lake bed that lies beside 
the base. It was here, the plaintiffs con
tend, that they were routinely exposed to 
the fumes when hazardous waste was 
burned in huge open trenches. 

The Defense Department, arguing that 
disclosing information about the secret 
facility would endanger many lives, has 
stonewalled since the suits were filed in 
August 1994. 

Using common-law provisions that pro
vide the government the right of "mili
tary and state secret privilege," the Pen
tagon has refused to acknowledge that 
the base has a name and refused to con
firm that jet fuel might be stored there, 
though jets regularly fly in and out. 

Turley, a law professor at George 
Washington University and director of 

the nonprofit Environmental Crimes 
Project, is representing Helen Frost and 
the six other plaintiffs who are known 
only as John Does in the suit. 

Their names remain under court seal, 
Turley said, because the former Air 
Force contract workers claim the govern
ment threatened to imprison them if they 
went public with their complaints. 

Turley contends that the Air Force 
used the Groom Lake facility not only to 
test exotic aircraft but also as a dumping 
ground for toxic waste. 

He says he has evidence that govern
ment contractors brought truckloads of 
hazardous waste from as far away as Cal
ifornia so that it could be eliminated 
without having to comply with stringent 
environmental protection laws. 

"Corporate officials have gone to jail 
for violations that are far less egregious 
than those involved in this case," Turley 
said. "This case is about whether the fed
eral government is subject to federal law 
in the same way as corporations and in
dividuals are." 

According to the plaintiffs, trucks 
would bring 55-gallon drums containing 
various toxic and hazardous wastes to an 
area on the fringe of the facility every 
other week and place them in deep 
trenches the size of football fields. 

The drums were covered with refuse, 
doused with jet fuel and then set alight. 
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~study the 
~believers 
...; 

'Pseudoscience' 
5 fans surprising 
~ By NANCY ROSS-FLANIGAN 
~ Knight-Aidder Newspapers 

Who believes in UFOs, psy
~ chic powers, Bigfoot and all 
- that stuff? And what makes 
..c: them believe what they do? 
~ Until lately, scientists didn't 
~ care about answers to those 

questions - they were too busy 
trying to debunk the beliefs to 

:=! delve into their roots. 
~ But now they're focusing 

cu new research on what they call 
~ pseudoscience and coming to 
~-< conclusions that surprise them: 

_g Believers fall into at least two 
g separate categories, research
< ers find, and both groups have 

sensible reasons for believing 
~ what they do. 
!i "Up to now, most scientists 

have tended to depict believers 
~ in pseudoscience as ignorant, 

psychopathic, backwoods igno-
2:§ ramuses or something along 

those lines, but we strongly sus
pected it was not that simple," 
says Dr. Raymond Eve, a social 
psychologist at the University 
of Texas at Arlington. 

The scientists define "pseudo
science" as the belief that there is 
a scientific basis for things that 
can't be explained through 
accepted scientific methods. 

When three Bigfoots strolled 
along the rim of the hillside sloping 
up from Mill Creek at the end of 
January, they apparently left more 
than foot prints. 

We've written here of that latest 
sighting of thousands of footprints 
In the Mill Creek area above the 
Seven Mile bridge. But there's more. 
There's hair. 

Dar Glasgow, breeder of goats 
for packing. and Paul Freeman. ex
watershed patrol rider, scoutedout 
what they told me were more than 
8,000 tracks. They have also re
portedftndtngtnterestlnghairsam
pies. 

Dar found hers on a tree down 
on Mill Creek and near the Meiners 
(Coyote) road junction with the Mill 
Creek Road. 

Freeman found hair higher up. 
above Five Points, when he picked 
up the tracks of the trto ofBigfoots 
after they climbed out of Mill Creek 
and headed back to the high coun
try and possibly the watershed. 
Many Bigfoot aficionados, of course, 
believe the 'shed is the "hangout" of 
these critters, In large part because 
mankind is forbidden to set foot 
within its boundartes. 

Freeman, by the way. reports 
hair samples given to a Wyoming 
Bigfoot researcher, John Myoncyn
ski, have borne fruit. so to speak. 
Freeman reports that Myoncynski, 
who sent the hair to a primate lab 
in Utah. heard interesting results 
of the lab's testing. "It's from a 
primate higher than the gortlla, but 
It is not from man ... lt's something 
we know nothing of." 

The lab people seemingly were 
"real excited" about the tests they'd 
run on the Mill Creek hair. 

Dar Glasgow did not have the 
refined lab equipment of the Utah 
scientists but she has come up 
with something highly Interesting 
all the same. 

Dar used copying equipment at 
her place of employment to •copy" 
the hair sample she found on Mill 
Creek. The machine not only cop
ies but can enlarge by several times. 
Laying a long hair frOm her own 
head alongside the hair she found 
high up on the pine tree (with Big
foot tracks around) Dar produced 
the •interesting" copy. 

The enlargement copyofher hair 
comes out as a line as if drawn by 
a pencil. 

The enlarged Bigfoot hair ap
pears as a ribbon, several times 
wider than hers. 

1\vo samples ofhair ... seemingly 
pretty much the same to the naked 
eye. although one had more curl In 
it ... but each bearing remarkable 
differences when enlarged. 

A recent article of mine in which 
I wondered why the skeptics of 
Bigfoot have come down so hard on 
people who have made assertions 
about the Mill Creek Bigfoot has 
drawn some support. 

Erik Beckjord , Malibu Beach, 
Calif. Bigfoot museum operator, has 
spent as many years as most Big
foot researchers on this subjecL He 
has penned a n interesting "foot-

note" on the matter In the most 
recent issue of •Bigfoot Co-op," 
published at 14602 Montevideo 
Drive, Whittier, Calif. 90605. Here 
'tis: 

•Regarding the comments by 
Vance Orchard In the December 
Co-op about the Mill Creek tracks 
near Walla Walla In 1982 and the 
attack on them by the odd couple of 
Mike Dennett and Rene Dahtnden. 
I can offer some background and a 
few observations that may bring It 
alltnto focus. 

•First I was present at a previ
ous set of tracks In Walla Walla. the 
TigerTrall tracks, nearwhereFree
man sighted a BigfooL These were 
authentic In my view, based on my 
experience in finding both real and 
hoaxed tracks over many years. 
They were also very deep, and based 
on a weight test that I managed to 
talk the USFS into making, they 
Indicated a very heavy creature, far 
heavier than Freeman or any man. 
I also discovered by following them 
that they went far beyond whete 
Freeman had thought they might 
have gone, and another tracking 
group later followed them for a mile 
or more further. 

"'The Mill Creek tracks, relating 
to a later sighting/ event by Free
man and his partner on patrol. 
basically exhibit some paranormal 
characteristics that a Border Patrol 
tracker can't accept, and which are 
too weird to be true in the eyes of 
some, so they are basically rejected 
by them. Ho, hum! 

Why do we care? We don't, but 
as part two, I need to point out that 

when skeptics get into the act, they 
want publicity and notice, and so 
they pick on the weirdest things 
they can. to debunk, because It Is a 
cheap shot and easy debunk, since 
paranormal and weird things are 
not accepted by science. So, they 
'wtn' ... they think. I think not. I've 
seen weird and paranormal tracks, 
and know they are out there. I also 
lmow how scientists will react. So I 
stopped bothenngtotellthemabout 
these. stncetheywon'taccept them 
anyway. Besides, all that counts Is 
a body, and we won't ever get one of 
those . 

•As far as old-time Investigators 
go. why do they join with skeptics 
to debunk some tracks? 

"TTre answer Is that if you don't 
find, nor even see Bigfoot after X 
number of years of trying, that the 
best way to get press attention Is to 
become a semi-skeptic. It Is as 
simple as that. 

"Meanwhile, Bigfootdoesn'tcare 
and just keeps stomptn' along." 

Justthoughtyou'dliketolmow. 

Vance Orchard, a retired 
daily newspaper reporter, 
has written serveral books 
about southeastern Wash
ington and its communities 
and their people. 

Orchard lives and writes 
in Walla Walla. Readers may 
write to him at The Times. 

In a study of 338 college stu
dents, Eve and colleagues fi rst 
surveyed beliefs on everything 
from UF Os, space aliens and 
the Loch Ness monster to the 
belief that there is scientific evi- .._----------------1 

Ice meteorites 
hit rice field dence for Noah's Ark and for the 

Biblical account of creation. 
Then they tried to see if peo-

ple who held certain beliefs had 
anything else in common. 
Distinct patterns showed up 
when the res ults wer e a na
lyzed. For one thing, there were 
only two groups of believers. 
But what su~sed scientists 
most was- tne lac'Kof over lap 
between the two groups. 

The first group included stu
dents who believe that eVIdence 
of Noah's Ark has been found on 
Mount Ararat in Turkey and 
that there is abundant scientific 
evidence for the Bible's descrip
tion of creation. This group tend
ed to have traditional, conserva
tive beliefs in other areas -
they were more likely to be 
against abortion , opposed to 
homosexuality and in favor of 
school praver: for example. 

Their beliefs were based on 
"tradition. faith , authority and 
revelation,"' says Eve. 

The second gr oup didn 't 
believe the Noah 's Ark and cre
ation stories, but did embrace 
what Eve calls fan tastic sci
ence: tales of mysterious mon
sters , sunken continents, psy
chic powers, a ncient astro
na uts and UFOs. 

'They don't see much virtue 
in fundamentalist religion of 
any stripe, nor do they think 
th at science is all that good a 
way of knowing things ... ," says 
Eve. These believers feel that 
neither science nor religion has 
all the answers, so they're more 
willing to explore the unortho
dox. 
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u '§- BEIJING (Reuter ) - Chinese experts 
.~ ~ have recovered wha t they believe to be 
~-< ~ chunks of meteoric ice that fell to Earth in 
~ Zhejiang province, Xinhua news agency 
c5 r.X said. 

u Amateur geologist Zhong Gongpei was 
o nearby March 23 , when farmers saw three 
~ ~ la rge chunks of ice crash with a whoosh 
o ~ into paddy fields at Yaodou village, Xinhua 
~ said late Saturday. 

E-< ~ Meteorite expert Wang Sichao of China 's 
...-~ prestigious Purple Mountain Observatory 

~ .,.. in Jiangsu province said two chunks re
'" ~ covered by Zhong are probably ice mete

< orites but further analysis is needed for 
confirmation, Xinhua reported. 

No ice meteorite has ever been verified 
by scientists before, Wang said. 

"According to witnesses , it fell with a 
'whooo-ing ' sound, with a cloudy strea k, 
then came crashing down into three fields 

about one kilometre apart, " Xinhua said . 
Zhong rushed to the scene, recovered two 

pieces and sent both to Purple Mountain 
on March 29 with the aid of a frozen-food 
company, which kept them from melting. 

The largest chunk, now about the size of a 
fist, left a crater about one metre in diam
eter. The second piece was a bit smaller, 
Xinhua said . 

Wang, a member of the International Me
teorite Council , cited strong evidence the 
ice chunks were from a meteor that 
crashed from space into the Earth's at
mosphere. 

"They are white, semi-transparent, with 
an irregular shape and what are apparent
ly air bubbles on both the surface and in
side the ice. Unlike manmade ice, the ice 
has air bubbles , is relatively light and 
doesn 't have the layered structure of hail
stones," he said. 
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