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Don't get carried away, Harvard warns 
UFO researcher 
escapes censure 

The Associated Press 

BOSTON - Harvard Medical 
School has decided not to censure 
a Pulitzer Prize-winning profes
sor who studies people who say 
space aliens abducted them for 
sexual experiments. 

However, psychiatrist Dr. John 
Mack received an unusual public 
warning from the dean not to let 
his enthusiasm for UFO research 
steer him from the path of profes
sionalism. 

pear to be mentally ill." 
Mack founded the psychiatry 

department at Cambridge Hospi
tal, one of Harvard's teaching 
hospitals, and is director of the 
Program for Extraordinary Ex
perience Research at the Har
vard-affiliated Center for Psy
chology and Social Research. He 
won a Pulitzer Prize in 1977 for 
his biography of Lawrence of 
Arabia. 

Some colleagues were report
edly unhappy that Harvard's 
name became associated with 
Mack's study of 120 patients who 
say aliens took them away in fly
ing saucers for sexual experi
ments. The decision disclosed Thurs

day followed a one-year investiga
tion that Mack's lawyer called a 
challenge to academic freedom. 

"This is the type of thing that 
almost by its existence can be in
timidating," Roderick MacLeish 
said. 

Associated Press 

ALIEN SEX TALES- Dr. John Mack, a professor at Harvard Medical School, 
seen here April 12, received word he will not be censured after the medical 
school ended its investigation of his work, including a best-selling book about 
patients who said they had sex with aliens. 

Mack said last year that his col
leagues were too quick to dismiss 
his work. 

"We don't have room in our 
culture for this," Mack said. "It's 
the elite people, my colleagues, 
who decide what we're supposed 
to believe, and to them this isn't 
supposed to be." 

Mack's fellow professors sup
ported him for fear that they 
might be next in line for scrutiny, 
MacLeish said. AU members of 
the faculty contacted by The As
sociated Press during the investi
gation refused to speak for the 
record. 

The review began after Mack 
appeared on "Unsolved Myster
ies" and other TV programs to 
promote his 1994 book "Abduc
tion: Human Encounters With 
Aliens," about his patients, in
cluding a man who remembers an 
alien female extracting a sperm 

sample from him, a woman who 
says she gave birth to a human
alien hybrid and a man who says 
he had an alien wife in a parallel 
universe. 

The faculty committee investi
gated whether Mack's work met 
professional standards and 
whether it could be considered 
research on human subjects, 
which requires special permis
sion. 

Medical school representative 
Keren McGinity declined to say 
how often such investigations are 
conducted. The school would not 

Film of supposed alien 
autopsy puzzles scientists 
By Robin McKie number sugges[S 1t was made in 
Londu11 Observer Serpice 1927, 1947 or 1967, providing 

LONDON - It is either the some co1Toboration for the claims 
"science story of the century" or made. 
"the greatest hoax since Piltdown "It was very hard to know what 
Man." Either way, television foot· to make of it," said palaeontologist 
age of the dissection of two aliens Clu·is Stringer, of London's Natu
- to be screened woddwide next 
month _ is expected to stir con- raJ Histmy Museum. "The figures 
siderable controversy. ce1tainly looked human like, but 

equally were not human." 
The film was allegedly made in 

(he wake of the "Roswell in- In his report of the film, Dr. C. 
cidcnt

1
" an event famed among M. Milroy. senior lecturer in fo

ufolo~ists. who believe extrater- rensic pathology at Sheffield Uni
rcstrials wete found after a flying versity, states that "overall the ap
sauccr crashed at Roswell. N.M., pearances were U10se of a white 
in 1947. adolescent female with a human-

oid b<xly. However, there was no 
It now "transpires" that a film breast development and no pubic 

was made of their autopsies and a. ·hair was visible. The head was 
copy kept by the cameraman,. .•. · . .J 1 N h d 
without the U.S. Air Force's ul~proJXlltiOnatuy arge. 0 ea 

hair was present. The abdomen 
knowledge. That footage forms was distended. There were six 
the core of the programs to be digits to each hand and foot The 
shown on August Zi 6y Channel 4 eyes appeared larger than normal 
in the UK. Fox in America and and the globes were covered with 
TF1 in France. a black material which was shown 

Advance screenings of t)"te dis- being removed. 
section have been given to leading 
UK scientists. None believe they "While the examination had tea-
watched real aliens being cut up turcs of;~ medically conducted ex
but, equally, none could spot how amiuation, aspects suggested it 
the film was faked. was not comluctcd !Jy an experi-

enced autopsy pathologist, but by 
For example, the film's stock a surgeon," adds Dr ... Milroy. 

release the findings , and McGini
ty refused to answer questions. 

Mack, 65, was traveling Thurs
day and could not be contacted, 
an assistant said. In an interview 
last year, he said that he does not 
necessarily believe in space 
aliens but thinks that some un
known traumatic experience ex
plains his patients' memories. 

"All that he was basically say
ing was that there were some mys
teries in life," MacLeish said. "He 
was not vouching for the kind of 
testimony these people have been 
making, just that they did not ap-

STAR, Thousand Oaks, CA - July 26, 1995 

CR: R. Koprana 

'This point was pi~ed up by an- The film's owner is convinced 
other expert viewer, anatomist Dr. of its authenticity. "I bought the 
PauJ O'Higgins, of University Col- footage from an old cameraman 
lege, London. "To judge fr?m the who had worked for the army1 air 
~lm, the autopsy wa~ earned out force and special forces," said Ray 
m a couple of hours. Yet these . Santilli who runs his awn com
were alien creatures. They rep~e- pany, Merlin PrOductions, based in 
sente? an Wlparalleled opportumty London. "My impression is that 
to . sc1ence. We· are ex-pected ~o the cameraman i& genuine. He is 
bebeve we casually cut them up U1 an · ordinary person who never 
an afternoon., I would have ~en made much money m his life, has 
weeks to do ,uch an autopsy. been married to the same woman 

Similarly, all shots of internal for over 50 years and seems as 
organs are out of focus and there stable as you could wish." 
were no signs of injuries -to ac· 
coWlt for the aliens' deaths. John Purdey, the producer of 

the Channel 4 film, who has been 
Most suspicious of all, says Dr. given access to the footage, is 

O'Higgins, is -the startlingly more cautious. "Either we have 
human-like qualities of the aliens. the most sensational · of scientific 
'They look like ET. I would think stories or have been handed the 
the chances that an alien which greatest fake since Piltdown 
evolved on another world . would Man," an advanced hominid postu
Jook so like us would be astro- Jated from fossil bones foWld in 
nomically remote. England in 1912, but later re-

"Yes, it has six fingers and a vealed as a hoax .. '.'The film stock, 
very large . head, but both condi~ the lack of umbil1cal cord marks 
tions afflict humans with chromo- and the strange half-human nature 
somal abnom1alities. But just how of the ~eat~es, all s~ggest. we 
Ute makers could have got two are dcalmg w1th real al1ens - or 
such sinlllar corpses I do .not tl]at someone has gone to extraor· 
know." diru.uy efforts to create a forgery." 
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I SLANDER, Pensacol a 

Beach , FL - June 28, 1995 

UFO 
UFO OVER 
GARCON POINT 
By Carole Baker 

Two regular skywatchers at 
Shoreline Park. Ray and Elise 
Pollock, experienced a sighting 
on their way to the park on 
Wednesday. June 7. 

Driving over the three-mile 
bridge between Pensacola and 
Gulf Breeze they noticed some
thing in the sky to the east north
east. They had reached the 
"hump" of the bridge and had just 
lost sight of two planes in the sky. 
They noticed a "swirling multi
plicity of lights" which were 
small and close together and were 
a bright orange/amber color. They 
did not appear to move and the 
configuration appeared about 5 
degrees above the horizon over 
the Garcon Point area. This con
figuration disappeared to be 
repJaced by three orange/amber 
lig~~ forming the ~ints of a~
large triangle. This formation then 
also disappeared and was 
-replaced by a "huge round ball of 
light," which flared up very 
brightly before also disappearing. 
As they watched, the single light 
blossomed up and disappeared 
again. At ann 's length, Ray esti
mates that the configuration of 
lights they initially viewed 
"appeared to be somewhat bigger 
than the width of your thumb." 

No further activity was 
observed and Ray and Elise 
reported the sighting to the sky
watch group at Shoreline Park as 
soon as they arrived there . The 

.. ~ight.i!!g__l~ts!ed between 2-1/2 to 3 
minutes, occurri-ng- between 
approximately 8:27 and 8:30 p.m. 
Elise told me, "it just kept coming 
and going," Ray and Elise both 
feel that this is the biggest UFO 
they have ever witnessed. They 
have been skywatching for many 
years and have had many sight
ings. 

To report a sighting, please call 
the Pensacola/Gulf Breeze 
MUFON Hotline at 432-3261. 
For information on the Project 
Awareness 1995 Gulf Breeze 
UFO Conference to be held 
October 20-22, call Project 
Awareness at 904-432-8888. 

Keep Looking Up! 
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DEFINITIONS 
"Close encounters of the third 

.kind," a description coined by 
pioneering UFO hunter J . Allen 
Hynek, became a household 
term after the 1977 Steven Spiel
berg film of the same name. 
Steven M. Greer, an Asheville , 
N.C., physician who heads the 
Center for the Study of Extrater
restrial Intelligence, offers these 
updated definitions of close 
encounters (CEs) between 
human and alien life forms : 
• CE-1 - Visual sighting of a 

UFO. 
• CE-2 - Discovery of a physi

cal trace of a landing. 
• CE-3 - Visual sighting of an 

extraterrestrial being. 
• CE-4 -A "taking" or abduc

tion of a human being by an 
extraterrestrial. 

• CE-5 - Human-initiated con
tact with an extraterrestrial life 
form . 

~ This photo from Steven Greer's collection shows a UFO spotted in Costa Rica in September 1971 . Photos courtesy of CSETI 

Greer's organization, which 
boasts numerous figures within 
the scientific community as well 
as more than 500 trained volun
teers across the country, has 
labored to establish low-level 
contacts with UFOs for the past 
five years . 

N.C. physician out 
to prove existence 
of extraterrestrials 

While most astronomers agree on 
the likelihood of extraterrestrial life, 
they, too, miss the boat, he says, when 
they argue that Earth and its nearest 
neighbors lie too far apart for any kind 
of spacecraft to visit . 

"You can't predict how an 
advanced, interstellar civilization might 

By Mark St. John Erickson present itself," the doctor reasons. 
o_a_ity'-P:_._es_s____________ "These are very anthropocentric 

, views, very arrogant views - and they 

S teven M. Gree~ doesn t ~ gov- deny the potential for nonlinear travel." 
erz:unent stud1e~ debunking the Most misleading of all, Greer says, 
eXIStence of flymg. sa~cers. . are the flagrant fantasies of what he 

He. puts no fai~h m tabloid describes as UFO zealots. From cattle 
a~~ounts of aliens abductmg humans, mutilations to abduction accounts, vir
ei er. . . . tually all of their reports spring from 

What ~e ~orth C~olma physician anecdotes that have no verifiable, cor
does bel.Ieve IS the sight that passed roborating evidence. 
before hts eyes only a few weeks ~go, "Not everything that goes bump in 
when he stood on a .desolate Mextcan the night is an extraterrestrial," he 
plateau and pee.red mto the heavens. explains. 

. That made ~m forget the arduous "But the enthusiastic UFO buffs 
chmb, the freezmg January temp~ra- want to believe it. So they fit square 
tur~s and the ~n-hap~y campesmos pegs into round holes." 
taking potshots. m the fields. That overheated body of second-, 

There, hovenng only a few hundred third- and fourth-hand information
yards away, a large, dis~-shai>E;d object sometimes complicated by outright 
seemed to respond to his team s efforts hoaxes Greer says - is one reason 
at communication. Its lights blinked in why he founded CSETI four years ago. 
c.once~ with their signals for n.ea~ly Encouraged by the end of the Cold 
five mmutes, Greer says, before It dis- War, which he believes tainted previ
appeared. . ous UFO investigations with secrecy 

None of the group's VIdeo cam~ras and fear, the rational doctor is trying to 
recorded th~ encounter. Greer t~mks use science to answer the question of 
they were disabled by the same mex- extraterrestrial life once and for all. 
plicable burst of electrostatic energy CSETI's research effort began in 
that ~tood .everyone's hair on end. But 1990, following a surge of UFO 
he stiii .beheves these attempts to seek reports in Belgium that included 
out an mterstellar ~andshake offer the hundreds of visual and radar sight_ 
~est chance of provmg that humankind ings. Assembling teams of trained 
IS ~ot, alone. . . . observers that could respond 

It s not as easy as Sitting m an arm- quickly to similar waves of activity 
chair readi~g reports, but. it's what has the group's goal was not merely t~ 
to be d?ne, he .says, t~lking by phone observe such phenomena but to ini-
from his AsheVIlle office. tiate contact. 

"We've got to ~et off our butts, get Using lasers, halogen lights , 
out of our arm~ha1rs and get ou.t th~re telemetry devices, radio waves and 
where these thmgs are happenmg. mental-imaging exercises known 

Greer's ~o-nonsense, hal!ds-on as "coherent thought sequencing," 
approach w!ll make up a crucial part the five-person teams have sue-
of his argument later this week when ceeded on more than half-a-dozen 
he steps before audiences at the Vir- occasions Greer claims. 
ginia Air and Space Center. Some ~f the encounters which 

As the founder and head of the Cen- the observers attempt to do~ment 
ter for the Study of Extraterrestrial through a detailed research proto-
Intelligence, he has become intema- col, have lasted more than 10 min-
tionally known for assembling a utes. 
provocative collection of videotapes, The January expedition in 
photographs and other research mate- Popecatepetl , Mexico, southeast of 
rials supporting the possibility of visi- Mexico City, attempted to 
tors from other planets. exchange signals with a hovering, 

While the 39-year-old, emergency- dish-shaped object several times, 
room doctor has believed in the exis- he says. 
tence of alien life since seeing a UFO as "It's exciting- but I've never 
a child, he dismisses "99 percent" of been frightened. " the doctor adds. 
what people hear and see about the "None of it has been frightening 
subject as "rubbish." -except that we're dealing with 

"Of the two, I don 't know which is something that is unknown and 
the most irrational - the U.S. scien- powerful. " 
tific community or the UFO subcul- Such mysteries apparently 
ture," he says. proved to be too much for one team 

''I'm very skeptical of the data you member, who "freaked out" during 
see. Most of it is bogus." an encounter and later resigned 

Most government officials know lit- from CSETI's research group, 
tie of real value either, Greer insists, Greer says 
though certain agencies harbor secrets Making his case hefore the pub-
that make the recently revealed radia- lie has had its costs, too. 
tion experil'!lents conducted after Though the earnest, down-to
World War II look like schoolyard earth UFO hunter has appeared on 
intrigue. "Larry King Live," BBC Radio , 

Japanese TV and a recent Nation
al Geographic Special examining 
the possibility of extraterrestrial 
life, he and his wife, Emily, a fel
low CSETI worker, have endure~ 
a great deal of unwanted recogni
tion from other sources. 

Some of that attention has taken 
the form of crank calls from detrac
tors, while others seek to share sto
ries and experiences that Greer 
finds both ridiculous and depress
ing. 

"Carl Sagan is correct when he 
says, 'Where we have extraordi
nary claims, we need extraordinary 
evidence,' " he says. 

"Here, there are no witnesses. 
No nothing." 

Most aggravating of all are the 
saber-rattling militarists who view 
any possibilitY of alien contact with 
apprehension. Greer compares 
them to the fear-mongers who saw 
enemies under every rock during 
the Cold War. 

"Some people have said, 'Oh my 

Above: An arrow 
points to a UFO seen 
over Vancouver 
Island Oct. 8, 1981 . 

Right: A closeup 
view of the object. 

god! Are you crazy? You're going 
to be,eaten for lunch,' " he says. 

"That's just nonsense." 
Cynics, zealots and xenophobes 

aside, Greer is convinced that his 
day will come sooner than anyone 
has expected. 

Judging from the recent experi
ences of CSETI's research teams, 
he says, living proof may be just 
around the interplanetary comer. 

Until then , the unflappable 
physician will continue to speak, 
hoping to prepare the world for 
what he believes is an inevitable 
meeting. 

He'll stake out the heavens from 
remote plateaus, using his laser 
light , his radio beacon, even his 
mind to beam a message of wel
come into the dark. 

"They laughed at Edison," he 
says, "but now we all use light 
bulbs. 

"You have to have you r own 
internal gyroscope." 

In addition to collecting what 
its members hope will be the 
best physical evidence available, 
the group has launched an 
extensive education campaign 
aimed at preparing both civic 
leaders and the public for formal 
contact with extraterrestrials. 
Greer expects this event to hap
pen by the end of the century. 

Mark St. John Erlckeon 

GREER 

2 
This unidentified object was spotted in the Pyrenees Mountains, France, in 
1972. Courtesy of CSETI 
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PA woman studies circle of life 

Busty Taytor 

After seeing this picture of a crop circle near the Barbary Castle in 1991, ilyes she was so drawn 
to the image that she went to England to check out the phenomenon herself. 

Mysterious crop circles 
have drawn PA woman 

enigma of crop circles then. She 
didn ' t even cut out the story. "I sort 
of filed it in the back of my head." 

Circles: Former nurse 
now coordinates national 
center for study. 

IJ Christina Calnan 
Peninsula Daily News 

But when she found a picture of 
an intricate formation that appeared 
near the Barbary Castle in England 
in 1991, she felt so drawn to the ex
traordinary pattern of rings, triangles 
and spirals that she had to go to 
England to check out the crop circle 
phenomenon herself. 

with a lower-case "i" and has no 
last name, is the national coordinator 
for the Centre for Crop Circle 
Studies. She gives talks on her 
theories about how crop circles are 
formed, shows crop circle 
photographs, takes samples of the 
swirled grain and attends conferen
ces in England every year to share 
information about the formations ap
pearing each spring and summer. 

ilyes has a mystic quality about her as she contemplates the 
gifts crop circles bring as she examines the questions: 'Are we 
alone here? Are we the only ones?' 

·'The formations talk directly to 
us,·· she said. 

seen from above. PORT ANGELES - ilyes first 
read about crop circles in a 
newspaper story with a tiny 
photograph of a ring of flattened 
grain that mysteriously appeared in a 
farmer's field. 

"It was my calling card," she 
said. 

ilyes believes the symbols arrive 
mystically and leave gifts behind for 
those who are receptive . 

Crop formations can be found in 
the shape of simple geometric circles 
or a complex web shape. Flattened 
and swirled grain and other crops 
make the formations, which are best 

ilyes said there are probably no 
more than 300 crop circle resear
chers in the world, and each one 
would have a different theory on 
how the shapes are formed . 

She didn't think much about the Now ilyes. who spells her name 

Skeptics say crop circles are formed 
by nothing more mysterious than a 
group of people having fun in the 
fields of England after a night in the 
pub. 

"They couldn't be more wrong," 
ilyes said. 

She believes crop circles are 
formed by a combination of sound, 
heat and wind. She said the heat holds 
the formation in place and warms the 
joints of the grain to bend the stalks 
into a 90-degree angle. The wind 
sweeps around and lays the grain into 

UFO 
LOCAL FAMILY 
EXPERIENCES 
SIGHTING NEAR 
GARCON POINT 

By Carole Baker 

A local family became 
amazed and threw skepticism 
out the window after their expe
rience driving home on Friday, 
June 16. Driving east on 1-10 at 
9:50 p.m. just crossing the 

a pattern that can be simple or 
complicated. 

It wasn't long after her first visit to 
England that she became active in the 
Centre for Crop Circle Studies. 

She volunteered to become the 
Pacific Northwest coordinator in late 
I 993, and just a few months later she 
took on the job of disseminating infor
mation at the national level. 

Trained as an emergency medical 
technician, ilyes worked in Hawaii 
before coming to Port Angeles II 
years ago to work as a nurse in a 
medical clinic. 

ilyes is now dedicating all of her 
time to study crop circles. She makes 
a living only through donations of 
those interested in her research. 

She is giving a presentation in Se
quim Friday night, but it is sold out. A 
Saturday presentation is set for 7 p.m. 
at Port Book and News on First Street, 
Port Angeles. 

Although North Olympic Peninsula 
farm fields have not seen a crop circle 
formation, ilyes thinks there's great 
potential in the Sequim area. 

Crop formations are found mainly 
in England but also in Canada, 
Australia and as close by as Ken
newick and Chehalis. 

She said a forked dowsing rod, 
traditionally used to find underground 
water supplies, responds to the energy 
in the crop circles. The rod didn't 
move when she entered a crop circle 
that was admittedly manmade. 

ISLANDER, Pensacola Beach, FL- July 19, 1995 

Escambia Bay Bridge, their son 
drew their attention to "fire
works" in the sky ahead. 

They could see a large 
configuration of lights ahead 
that were amber colored and 
were individually either round, 
oval, triangular or rectangular in 
shape and did not appear to 
move around in the sky. They 
formed a loose configuration 
"like when you throw jacks in a 
scattered pattern" and appeared 
to be "very far away." 

The witnesses counted 
twenty-seven clearly visible 
individual lights. "You could 
definitely see the shapes of the 
lights clearly," the father told 
me. The lights appeared to flick
er when they were lit. The wit
nesses were fascinated by the 

way the lights came on. "It was 
like they started coming on at 
one point and would progress in 
a counter-clockwise pattern until 
they were all lit." Once lit, the 
lights stayed on for a few sec
onds then all faded out together. 
This pattern repeated itself six or 
seven times. "The whole config
uration, when it was lit, would 
fit inside my fist if I stretched 
my arm out," the father stated. 

"Each individual light 
was about the size of a Reese's 
Pieces, though." The configura
tion while appearing, did not 
move around in the sky, but the 
witnesses state that they feel that 
the individual lights did not 
come on again in the same posi
tion that they were in when they 
went out.The configuration 

·'There is a very detinite dif
ference,' ' she said. 

ilyes said the gift that crop circles 
leave is a starting point to examine the 
question: "Are we alone here? Are we 
the only ones?" She calls the circle 
makers angels of sorts, who are using 
crop circles as a way to bring people 
together and work cooperatively. 

ilyes recalled the first small, snail
shaped crop circle she walked through 
in England. She drank in the ex
perience, trying to notice every detail 
in the flattened grain. 

She's leaving for England at the 
end of this month for more 
exploration. 

" It 's a passion. I think it's the most 
important phenomenon in the world." 

appeared at a twenty degree 
(approx.) elevation to the east
southeast, between 1-10 and 
Garcon Point. "A lot of cars 
were slowing to watch the 
lights," the father told me (if you 
are reading this report and also 
witnessed this event, please call 
the hotline number below). The 
witnesses stated that the lights 
"just stopped," not appearing 
again. The sighting lasted over 
two minutes. 

To report a sighting, 
please call the Pensacola/Gulf 
Breeze MUFON Hotline at 438-
3261. Also for information on 
the Project Awareness 1995 Gulf 
Breeze UFO Conference to be 
held October 20-22, call Project 
Awareness at (904) 432-88~8 . 

Keep looking up! 
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Flying saucers? 
More than half of us think they're real 
By THOMAS HARGROVE 
and GUIDO H. STEMPEL Ill 
Scripps Howard News Service 

Half of America's adults believe flying 
saucers could be real and that the federal 
government is covering up what it knows 
about extra-terrestrial beings. 

And, no, they are not kidding. 
Neither is the General Accounting Office , 

which at the request of a member of Congress 
released a report on whether the Air Force has 
withheld documents about the internationally 
famous allegation that a UFO crashed in 
Roswell, N.M. , in 1947. 

A national survey of 1 ,006 adults conducted 
by Scripps Howard News Service and Ohio 
University found that the growing mistrust in 
government and Hollywood's routine 
television and film portrayal of space aliens 
have combined in a remarkable way. Many 
Americans say it is possible Uncle Sam does 
not want the world to know that Martians, or 
Vulcans, or "E.T." may really exist. 

''This really is nothing new,'' said UFO 
enthusiast Larry W. Bryant, a retired Pentagon 
spokesman in the Army's Office of Public 
Affairs. 

He said the Gallup Poll for more than 20 
years has consistently found that about half of 
Americans say they believe UFOs are 
''something real' ' rather than people's 
imagination. 

" Hollywood's popularizing of mysteries has 
certainly played a role in raising consciousness 
about what the government knows about the 
UFO reality,' ' Bryant said. 

The notion that the federal government has 
clandestine knowledge about alien beings was 
a central theme in some of the most 
commercially successful films of all time, 
including "Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind," " E.T. -the Extra Terrestrial" and 
' 'Starman.'' 

It is also a common theme on the popular 
television series "The X-Files." 

Participants in the Scripps Howard-Ohio 
University survey were told, " Some Americans 
feel that flying saucers are real and that the 
federal government is hiding the truth about 
them from us. Do you think this is very likely, 
somewhat likely or unlikely." 

Only 43 percent said they believe this is 
unlikely. Nineteen percent said they believe a 
UFO cover-up is very likely, 31 percent said 
somewhat likely and 7 percent were uncertain . 

Age, education are factors 
The poll found belief in such a government 

conspiracy varies considerably according to 
age. A slight majority of people who grew up 
in the television era say they believe in it, while 
an overwhelming majority of their parents' 
generation do not. 

The poll found well-educated people less 
likely to believe in UFOs than are adults who 

''We do have several projects related to the 
search for extra terrestrial intelligence. 'But in 
all our years of searching the skies, we have 
never picked up any indication of extra
terrestrial vehicles. And, believe me, any 
astronomer would love to be able to report 
that he saw a flying saucer land in his 
backyard.'' 

James Cornell, 
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics 

have only a high school education. But there 
are people from every educational and 
economic group who do believe. · 

But scientists and professional sky 
watchers remain skeptical. 

''We do have several projects related to the 
search for extraterrestrial intelligence,'' said 
James Cornell, spokesman for the Harvard
Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics in 
Cambridge, Mass. 

''But in all our years of searching the skies, 
we have never picked up any indication of 
extraterrestrial vehicles. 

"And, believe me, any astronomer would 
love to be able to report that he saw a flying 
saucer land in his backyard.'' 

Professional pilots, however, are less 
unified on the question. 

''A poll of pilots on this would probably end 
up the same way as the poll of the general 
public. About half of them believe in UFOs, ' ' 
said Manton "Fearless" Fain, a 40-year
veteran airline pilot living in Dallas. 

" I've never seen a UFO, but I have known 
pilots who have. They said they've seen lights 
that were moving too fast or turning too 
sharp, things like that. " 

A group called Operation Right to Know is 
preparing a petition to the United Nations 
calling for ''disclosure of all officially 
maintained UFO secrets" worldwide. 

' 'All we are really doing is asking journalists 
and scientists to siinply investigate the matter 
on their own," said Mike Jamieson of Napa, 
Calif., one of the group's founders. ' 'These 
events are all too often pegged as something 
that is not credible." 

Congressman's support enlisted 
Members of his group are particularly 

interested in disclosure of Air Force 
documents from the alleged New Mexico 

crashsite. 
They won support from Rep. Steve Schiff, 

R-N.M., who asked the GAO to make a study of 
"records management procedures dealing 
with weather balloon, unknown aircraft and 
sintilar crash incidents.'' (The Air Force for 
years has maintained the device that fell or 
crashed at Roswell was a weather balloon.) 

Last year, the Pentagon released a report in 
response to the GAO investigation that said the 
crash was actually part of a secret 
intelligence-gathering program called "Project 
Mogul." That report also reviewed the history 
of UFO government conspiracy theories. 

"My question about the Air Force report is 
whether it provides a complete accounting of 
all records dealing with the Roswell incident, 
regardless of their content,'' Schiff said. 

He bristles at Pentagon hints that he is 
hunting Martians. 

''At no time did I or the GAO state that my 
intent was to search for UFOs," the 
congressman said. 

This survey was conducted June 12-26 by 
telephone to all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. It was conducted at the E.W. 
Scripps School of Journalism at Ohio 
University in a study jointly sponsored by the 
school and Scripps Howard New Service. The 
survey has a margin of error of 4 percent at a 
95 percent confidence level. That means that 
95 times out of 100, a survey of this type will 
be within 4 percent of the results if every 
resident of the United States were 
interviewed. -

The error margin is somewhat higher for 
statistics derived from subgroups within the 
total survey sample. 

TJUmw.s Hargrove is a reporter jar 
Scripps Howard News Service. Guido H. 
Stempel II/ is the distinguished projessar of 
journalism at Ohio University. 

Documents on crash destroyed decades ago 
ALBUQUERQUE, N .M. 

(AP) - Key military docu
ments on the so-called Roswell 
Incident, cited by UFO buffs as 
an alien crash, were apparently 
destroyed without authorization 
decades ago, a congressman 
said Saturday. 

Rep. Steve Schiff of New 
Mexico said a General Account
ing Office report shed no new 
light on the 1947 crash and 
showed that important docu
ments are missing. 

''Documents that should have 
provided more information were 
destroyed,'' Schiff said. ''The 
military cannot explain who de
stroyed them or why." 

Schiff said the GAO esti
mates the information was de
stroyed more than 40 years ago. 

The Air Force has said that 
the wreckage was probably a 
balloon launched as part of a 
classified government project to 
detect Soviet nuclear weapons. 

The GAO repon, released 
Friday, said that two govern-

ment documents are the only of
ficial records remaining of the 
crash near what was then the 
Roswell Army Air Force Base. 

For nearly half a century, the 
mysterious crash has fueled spe
culation about aliens in the New 
Mexico desert, Cold War sec
recy and a government cover
up. 

• 'The debate on what crashed 
at Roswell continues,'' the 
GAO report said. 

It said the Roswell base's ad
ministrative records from March 
1945 through December 1949 
and its outgoing messages from 
October 1946 through Decem
ber 1949 were destroyed. 

Those messages, internal mil
itary communications, would 
have shown how military offi
cials in Roswell explained what 
happened to their superiors, the 
Republican congressman said. 

"My understanding is that 
these were permanent records 
which should not have been de
stroyed,'' Schiff said. 

Scientists and Pentagon offi
cials have said an experimental 
aerial surveillance balloon 
crashed northwest of Roswell in 
1947, but UFO buffs have con
tended that was a cover up for 
the crash of an alien space ship. 

The GAO report includes an 
FBI teletype and a reference to a 
''radar tracking device,'' or 
weather balloon. 

The weather balloon story has 
since been discredited by the 
Air Force itself, which last year 
said the wreckage was probably 
a balloon launched as part Pro
ject Mogul. The project was a 
hi~_y_~Iassified effort to detect 
Soviet nuclear weapons using 
balloons that carried radar re
flectors and acoustic sensors, 
the GAO report said. 

TRANSCRIPT, Norman, OK - July 30, 1995 CR: R. Seifried 

Ll'l 
0'1 
0'1 

C""l 

>. 
C'll 

UFO 
~ "Blue Light Sighted from 

ness stated (es timated at about thirty 

degrees fro m the ho rizo n) and she 
tho ught th at it was about three hun 
dred fee t out from her. T he " ligh t .. 

whic h she descri bed as be ing " blue 
me ta llic·· in co lo r and a thin fla t shape 
was ahout an inch long at arm 's length . 
As she watc hed. it traveled from west 
to east at an incl ining ang le fo r a d i.o;
ta nce equivalent to the span of three 
ha nds. This took about five seconds . 

~ National Seashore" 
.. By Carole Baker 

..c 
u 
ra There was no noise assoc iated w ith 
~ A young Pensacola resident was this traverse . While still w atching the 
ra e njoyin g the s un and surf w ith he r " light" w hich she called to her hu s
'0 husband a t Pe nsacola Beach on the ba nd "Hey' What"s tha t?' But by the 
~ morning of Saturday, M ay 20. It was time he responded the ohjec t had ' 'j us t 
~ a c lear morning with bright sunshine disappeared ·· as she w atc hed it. 

~ and north east w inds at eleven miles Thi s sighting is similar to o th -
.. per hour (Nati ona l Weather Serv ice, ers tha t have hcen re ported in o ur area 
~ Pensacola). rece ntl y and is bei ng inn:s tigatcd by 

: From the beach j ust at the east- the Pe nsacola/Gul f Breeze M UFO 
~ ern entrance of the Gul f Islands Na- Research Team. 

H ti o na! Seasho re a t the east e nd o f It seems that sighti n g~ are con -
Pensaco la Beac h , the witness was in tinuing he re in our area with so me 
the water faci ng south out over the regul ari ty and we thank all th ose w ho 

G ulf of Mexico. She had not noticed come for\\' ard to rep011 ''hat they have 
any a ir tra ffic in the sky with in he r 
vie w. A t app rox imate ly 10:45 a .m . 

She saw w hat she desc ribed to me as 
a '•straight hlue lig ht '. in the sky to the 

south . It wa~ pre tt y high up the wi t-

see n and would like to cnL·ourage any 
one w ho sees a nythi ng unu s u ~ tl in our 
skies to ca ll the MlTFON H,, tli !lC at 
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~Schiff 
owns the film and invited to a pri
vate showing .. 

They popped a videotaped copy of 
the 16-millimeter film into the VCR 
in Schiff's office and showed a 15-
minute segment. 

could be authenticated or debunked 
based on our technology," he said. 

Debate over the authenticity of 
the footage has raged in UFO publi
cations and in UFO newsgroups on 
the Internet. "Roswell Incident" 
researcher Kent Jeffrey, who wrote 
the MUFON article, says the film is 
obyiously faked, with the autopsy 
bemg performed on a doctored 
human corpse. 

~Probing 

'Alien 
Autopsy' 

Q) 

::l 
0' 
~ 
Q) 

::l 
0' 
::l ..c 

Lying on a table was a short, 
stocky figure that appeared to be a 
female, Schiff said. It was bow
legged and had a distended 
abdomen, swollen legs and a large 
head. The figure had six digits on its 
hands and feet and large eyes cov
ered by black membranes, accord
ing to others who have seen the 
film. Schiff said he did not remem
ber those features. 

"It appeared hairless," Schiff 
said. "And (the footage) was in 
black and white, but it appeared to 
be light gray or green in color. It had 
two arms and two legs. It was 
humanoid, as they say in the science 
fiction movies." 

Schiff said the subject didn't 
appear to be a mutilated corpse, 
although he acknowledged it could 
have been constructed of "various 
objects" that resembled tissue on 
film. 

Schiff, who sits on the Science, 
Space and Thchnology Committee 
and is a member of the congression
al space caucus, entered the UFO 
fray two years ago. After hearing 
from frustrated constituents who 
wanted answers from the Pentagon 
about the "Roswell Incident," Schiff 
asked the Air Force to declassify 
and provide him with all its relevant 
material. When the Pentagon 
referred the congressman to the 
National Archives instead, Schiff 
smelled a cover-up and called in the 
Gene_ral Accounting Office to look 
for documents and investigate 
whether the Air Force kept ade
quate records relating to the inci
dent. 

~ Film Allegedly 
~ Of Roswell Crash 
5; BY LESLIE LINTHICUM 

Journal Staff Writer 

It is either the scoop of the centu
ry or a very gnJesome hoax. 

After watching a grainy IS
minute film purporting to show the 
autopsy of a space 'alien captured in 
the "Roswell Incident" in 1947, U.S. 
Rep. Steve Schiff is unsure. 

The New Mexico Republican isn't 
endorsing the footage, reportedly 
taken by a U.S. Army photographer 
on the Roswell Army Air Field in 
1947. But he isn't dismissing it as 
bunk, either. 

"There is one 
thing for sure," 
Schiff said Thes
day from Wash
ington. "If this 
is a hoax, it was 
certainly elabo
rately done. It 
looked real to 
me." 

If .the footage 
is verifiable, it Schiff: Con
would be the gress ' point 
first hard evi- man on UFOs 
dence that it was 
a UFO, not an Air Force experiment 
gone awry as the government con
tends, that crashed on the range 
between Corona and Roswell during 
a thunderstorm in 1947. If the film 
is a gory hoax, as some UFOlogists 
say, it would be another blow to the 

· credibility of researchers who 
believe aliens landed on the Lincoln 
County plains. 

Schiff, who has become Congress' 
point man on extraterrestrials -
"You've got to be known for some
thing," he says, "but I'd rather it be 
the crime bill" - was contacted last 
month by one of the partners who 

The cutting was done with surgi
cal instruments by two people 
cloaked in protective covering, 
Schiff said. Schiff, a former 
Bernalillo County district attorney 
who has witnessed autopsies, said 
the cutting, from throat to groin, 
appeared legitimate although not as 
deep as he has seen in pathology 
labs. 

The cloaked people removed sev
eral organs, which were not identi
fiable as human, Schiff said. 

"I am, in general, skeptical of 
these things," Schiff said. ''This 
could well be a hoax, but if it was a 
hoax it was put together with a 
great deal of thought. It wasn't a 
couple of people at a party saying 
why don't we fake an autopsy of 
aliens." 

According to an article in the 
MUFON UFO Journal last month, 
Ray Santilli, owner of a London
based film production company, 
claims to have bought the film - 15 
canisters totaling 150 minutes -
from an Army photographer who 
was assigned to film the crash site 
and the autopsy. The man, now in his 
80s, claims to have stolen the film. 

The film 's owner and a television 
producer who plans to use footage 
from the film in a documentary set 
to air in London next month, sought 
Schiff's counsel for help in verify
ing the film's authenticity, Schiff 
said. They told him they had con
firmed the film stock dates from the 
1940s but had been unable to verify 
whether the images were decades 
old or new. 

Schiff said he is looking into gov
ernment technology that might 
accomplish that. 

"I would like to think that this film 

Almost immediately, the Air 
Force issued a short report claiming 
the debris was part of Project 
Mogul, an experiment that used air
borne balloons and sensors to detect 
future Soviet nuclear blasts by mon
itoring sound waves in the atmos
phere. 

Schiff said he expects the GAO 
report, which is overdue, to be 
released soon. 

Meanwhile, the Fox television 
network has purchased the Ameri
can rights to the purported autopsy 
reels and is bringing them to 
R.os~ell next week for a private 
VIewmg. 

Walter Haut, the public relations 
man who wrote the original "flying 
disks" news release for the 509th 
Bomb Group and now heads the 
UFO Museum in downtown 
Roswell, will watch the film in a 
viewing room at t-he museum on 
Monday, he said. 

Haut says he's open to viewing 
anything, although he doubts he can 
make any definitive conclusions. 

'.'1 don't endorse anything," Haut 
~d .. And, he says, that in years of 
VIewmg purported footage of alien 
spacecraft and aliens, "I haven't 
seen any film that is not challenge
able." 
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UFO buffs: Watch for 
more local sightings 
By Rowena Lugtu-Shaddox 
of the Daily RI!JM!Iic 

tle, the center's director, Peter B. Daven
port, said Monday. 

FAIRFIELD - Orange streaking 
lights and strange circular objects hover
ing over Fairfield have UFO buffs predict
ing an active summer for sightings in 
Solano County. 

"We've had a lot of calls from the Fair
field area," he said. ''They've reported an 
orange point of light and streaking in the 
valley. Something is clearly taking place." 

Since September, numerous people in 
Fairfield have reported sightings to the 
National UFO Reporting Center in Seat-

Between Friday and Monday, the cen
ter was "swamped" with calls from Cali
fornia and surrounding states. Callers 

included people from the San Francisco Bay Area 
who reported hovering and streaking lights. 

Carolyn, a Fairfield woman who didn't want 
her last name used, saw something Sunday. 

She and her husband were driving on Inter
state 680 at about 9:45 p.m. when they saw a 
bright light in the sky. 

"' was scared, but my husband tried to think of 
more logical stuff," she said. ''We were near Red 
Top when we saw this perfect round circle, like a 
sun. There were big clouds of purple and blue 
around it. The source rose up and there were 
three spurts of flashes." 

"'t was extremely intense," said Carolyn's hus
band, 37. He didn't want his name used. "It was 
extremely bright." 

"I'm not at all surprised that they saw some
thing," Davenport said. Since midnight on Friday, 
Davenport has received several calls from North
ern California reporting strange hovering and 
streaking lights, he said. 

Solano County is prime tor unidentified flying 
object activity this summer, according to Steve 
Moreno, field investigator for the Mutual UFO 
Network, an international organization. UFO 
pratchers should be alert this week when many 
sightings are expected, he said. 

Joseph Ritrovato, a journal writer for Mutual 
UFO Network, correlated time cycles with exist
ing data in past sightings and created grids on 
maps that show where presumed sightings have 
occurred in Fairfield. 

The grids reveal potential "ley mines" showing 
high concentration in the Fairfield area base on 
past California sightings. 

"Regarding geomagnetic lines that pass 
through an area, all lines intersect in the Fair
field area," Moreno said. 

The intersecting lines mean the 
Fairfield/Suisun area is ''hot" for UFO sightings, 
Moreno said in a reference letter. 

Moreno, 38, of Suisun City,-said he has spent 

i 'Ship Clouds' 
C"d 

c.!) 

Dear Editor: 
~ For years I have heard people 

refer to the clouds that appear over a and around Mt Shasta as Lenticular 
clouds. They may look similar to 

Lrl lenticulars but they are not the same. 
~ As a commercial pilot and ex

flight instructor, I was required to 
study and teach meteorology, with a 

~ major focus on cloud formations. 
p.., Each particular cloud formation is 

...-~ formed by a specific air flow. This is 
~ important to a pilot in order to avoid 

turbulence and dangerous down
drafts. 

~ The airflow that forms lenticular 
clouds is one that flows over moun

COd tain ranges <r ridges, not mountain 
tl peaks such as Mt Shasta. As mois
C"d ture laden air flows up the windward 
~ slope of a mountain range, the air 

• becomes saturated with moisture 
~ due to the change in atmospheric 

pressure and temperature. As it 
~ flows over the mountain ridge, it 
'::1 follows the leeward slope down
iia ward forming a cloud that looks 
~ much like a lens, a lenticular cloud. 

With a mountain peak like Mt. 
Shasta, the air flows over and 
around the peak making it quite rare . 
to form a lenticular cloud. Also 
lenticular clouds only form over the 
leeward slope. 

The clouds over Mt Shasta that 
people refer to as lenticular have 
been witnessed over the peak, on the 
windward side as well as every
where else around the mountain. 
They are not lenticular clouds. 

There are extraterrestrial ships in 
other dimensions that . cause these 
clouds to be formed when they are 
doing inter dimensional work. The,r 
are what many call ":Ship Clouds . 
Even if you don't believe in other 
dimensions or ET's, it doesn't 
change the fact that the clouds over 
ML Shasta are Not lenticular clouds. 

for those who may be wondering 
why ET's would want to hang out 
over Mt Shasta, it is because this 
mountain is the highest source of 
spiritual light on the planet They 
are doing work to assist this planet 
and us. They represent the Gods of 
the light, Jesus included. The next 
time you see the clouds, you may 
want to say hello to the Ascended 
Masters in the ships.. they may 
answer. you. 

In love and service to God, 
PREM RAJA BABA 
Mount Shasta 

years researching incidents; logging thousands of 
hours of computer time poring through declassi
fied mea and chatting with professional parapsy
chologists and fellow UFO buffs. · 

He has seen what he believes are tJFOs in. 
Solano County over the past 13 years, starting 
with an incident near the south gate of Travis Air 
Force Base in 1982, he said. . 

He investigated a number of sightings reported· 
in January that Travis AFB officials claimed were 
a blimp. 

To report sightings, call Moreno at 425-4382, 
or the National UFO Reporting Center's 24-hpur 
hotline at (206) 722-3000. 
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Paula Fasbenner claims to have contact with three extraterrestrials, while her companion George Wolkind says he saw UFOs around a mother ship. 

By GARY SOULSMAN 
Staff reporter 

It is no surprise that Delawareans are 
cautious about telling friends they've 
had contact with space aliens and UFOs. 

How much credence would you give 
someone who said they'd been aboard an 
alien craft, had their semen harvested or 
watched a flying saucer as large as a 
football field hovering over the car at 
night? 

Not much, you say? 
Maybe you understand why a half

dozen people in New Castle County 
formed an E.T. Contact Support Group 
two years ago to share the frightening 
experiences that others might only pooh
po<;>h. Now as many as 60 people come to 
the group's monthly meetings the third 
Thursdays at 7:30p.m. The meetings are 
at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Newark, 420 Willa Road. 

What's curious is that members go 
beyond the emotional support that comes 
with most self-help groups. The E.T. Con
tact Support Group has become a spiritu
al haven and a doorway into dimensions 
closer to the Twilight Zone than every
day reality. 

~~\\1 

UN 
T~E 

Even among those who 
believe in UFOs, some 
channels of inquiry 
seem too spacey. 

Support group members say their expe
riences speak of God, the sacredness of 
all life and the need to heal the Earth. 
The alien message is that earthlings are 
screwing up the planet. It 's a message, 
group members believe, God wants every
one to hear. 

"Most of us have found that neither 
religion nor science have supported what 
we're dealing with," says Paula Fasben
ner of Wilmington. "So we support our 
own personal truth. That's led us to find 
a common spiritual thread in our experi
ences." · 

It h as also led to controversy. At the 
monthly meetings, Fasbenner, 45, goes 
into a trance and channels a collection 
of three extraterrestria ls who call them-

selves the Ring of Timerius. Fasbenner 
says the name is strange to her and she 
can't explain it. 

She also does not insist on calling the 
entity an E.T. "You can say it's the high
er self, group soul or psychic energy," 
says Fasbenner, who works as a psychic 
in her everyday life. "I don't care so much 
about the label because it's an energy 
that's been loving, accurate and support
ive." 

The channeled alien, which is suppos
edly in another dimension, is offering 
information about the hidden visitors 
among us. But aside from personal 
advice the channeled alien offers - and 
he can speak to your assets and flaws -
the UFO data is seldom verifiable. 

And that's the rub for people, who 
believe in UFOs but insist on sticking to 
observable facts. Of course, everything 
about UFOs is far-out to skeptics. But 
within the accepting UFO community 
the E.T. Contact Support Group some
times looks like it has gone over the edge. 

"I would call them an extreme group 
in what they think and feel," says Hugh 
Horning, former president of the Mutual 

ne have a spirit or consciousness that transcends 

our physical bodies. The beings on alien vehicles also 

have spirits, unless some are androids. So, in the spi rit 

world we are also connected to the aliens.'' 

What: "UFO's Are 
Here," talk by 
retired Air Force 
Col. Don Ware 

When: 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. today 

Where: Claymont 
Fire Hall, 3223 
Philadelphia 
Pike, Claymont 

DONALD WARE 

UFO Network's Delaware chap
ter. 

til part , Fasbenner agrees. 
••What we're doing makes us a 
gathering of outlaws," she says. 
'<When you're ahead of your time 
you're not accepted. Science will 
otch up with us." 

The local rift mirrors a national 
debate on the practices that are 
lii:C~table for studying the hi
Jran. phenomenon of UFOs. It' ,; a 
debate the E.T. Contact Support 
Group is acknowledging in its 
first seminar today at the Clay· 
mont Fire Hall. 

The speaker is retired Air Force 
Col. Donald Ware, a fighter pilot 
anti nuclear engineer from Fort 
Walton Beach, Fla. He's been fa!:' · 
c.·mated by UFOs since a 19fi2 per
i':onal sighting. And for decades, 
Ware was a big deal in MUFON, 

"the world's largest UFO research 
o.-ganization with 5,300 members 
and chapters in every state. 
Ul0ugh the Delaware chapter has 
).t::en inactive for several months. 

A.t one time. Ware wa>' on MU
fON'S board of directors . HP also 
headed MUFON's investigation of 
the hundreds of sightings in Gulf 

- DONALD WARE 

Bn:>eze, Fla. But three years ago 
Ware was asked to step down 
~·· the board. 

1•He became an embarrass
ment," says Walter H. Andrus Jr .. 
International director of MUFON. 

Ware made the mistake of tell
·,ng people that the " normal 
~<U'lS of communication among 
,,uxe evolved intelligence is te)ep 
atity." In doing so, he was going 
beyond accepted investigation 
standards which are part of MU
f{)N's mandate. 

He also disseminated informa
tion from UFO channelers. And 

Information: 764-
8446 

Admission: $10 
advance and $15 
at the door 

he admitted he was looking into 
avtomatic writing, Ouija boards 
and out-of-body experiences. 

llWe have a spirit oFconscious
ness that transcends our physical 
bodies," he wrote in a recent is
sue of International UFO Maga
~e. "I think we are all con
ne.ded in some way to a universal 
~nsciousness. The beings on 
alien vehicles also have spirits, 
'.mless some are androids. So in 
the spirit world we are also con
nected to the aliens." 

For Ware, this was a natural 
evolution in thinking. But it was 

foreign to the MUFON board
not a legitimate area of inquiry. 

As head of MUFON, Andrus 
says, he can accept that aliens 
and their craft exist. (MUFON 
has recorded more than 10,000 
sightings.) Andrus can also accept 
that abductions exist. On many 
d&y:,;, MUFON has more reports 
~ abductions on its hot line than 
craft sightings. 
~ut why aliens, like the "greys" 

o_. "reptoids," would abduct peo
pl.e at night and harvest their 
eggs and sperm is a matter of 
speculation, Andrus says. He be
lieves the aliens ar~ creating 
alien-human hybrids to sustain 
their own species.- · · - -

Harvard psychiatrist John 
Mack is one of those who has 
given credence to the abduction 
thesis. He's hypnotized 80 abduc
tees and has been impressed by 
the seriousness of their trauma, 
finding evidence in their stories of 
"an intelligence reaching out to 
us· in some way. The hybrid pro
gram may have something . to do 
with the state of the Earth at this 
time." 

Mack's abductees also tend to 
agree the message from the aliens 
is that our planet is headed for 
ecological disaster unless we 
change our ways. 

"Obviously this is heavy stuff," 
Andrus says. "It raises important 
religious questions people must 
come to terms . with. 

"But new agers want to take it 
a step further into channeling. 
That makes the ET experience 
into a kind of religion where the 
channeled information is always 
different, except for the message 
that God is love. This information 
cannot be checked and has no 
part in a scientific study." 

Andrus does believe abductees 
are traumatized by their experi
ence. That's why MUFON has its 
own abduction support groups for 
people coming to terms with fear 
and a sense of social isolation. 

George Wolkind, a Wilmington 
contactee, says he never found 
that support at the Delaware 
chapter of MUFON. On the con
trary, he felt humiliated when he 
tried to share his experiences. 
Other members of the E.T. Con
tact Support Group agree that 
personal stories were criticized 
rather than accepted by at meet
ings of the Delaware chapter of 
MUFON. That's why they formed 
their own group in May 1993. 

"Most of us have had some 
kind of experience that changed 
our lives," says Wolkind. "We 
needed to share it. Seeing some
thing like this shakes you up and 
makes you start asking questions: 
What am I doing here? What do I 
need to be doing? 

"It starts you on a spiritual 
journey. We're not a flying saucer 
club. We're a · doorway into the 
fourth dimension." 

The 50-year-old Marxist-Leninst 
painting contractor says he's 
spent much of life being a macho 
jerk. He describes himself as a 
former drinker and smoker who 
once discredited the spiritual 
world. 

Then he visited Clarks Summit, 
Pa., in the winter of 1992 during 
three weeks of intense UFO activ
ity. Wolkind says he got within 
150 feet of one craft and wit
nessed several UFOs hovering 
around a mother ship. . 

"I know how your belly can 
turn to jelly," he wrote after the 
experience. "It's awesome, scary, 
wonderful and frightening all at 
the same time." 

He came home and heard a 
buzzing in his head. He thought 
he also saw aliens in his home. 
That's why he consulted Fasben
ner, whom he knew to be a psy
chic. Later she became his house
mate and partner. 

Wolkind asked her to use her 
psychic abilities so he could talk 
to the aliens. Though reluctant at 
first, Fasbenner agreed. And 
while channeling, she told Wolk
ind the aliens implanted a track
ing device in his body. 

But all in all the UFO contact 
has been 1:1 positive experience 
that caused him to reach out to 
others and made the spiritual 
world more real . 

Wolkind now believes most 
space aliens are here to help and 
may even be family to those thev 
visit. "Somehow they've entered 
into our reincarnation cycle," lw 
says. "When you die maybe you 
become an E.T." 
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GAO says UFO info 'wrong' Harvard Oears 
Best-Selling 
UFO Author 

By Christopher B. Daly 
Special to The Washington Post 

CAMBRIDGE, Mass., Aug. 3-
After more than a year of closed
door hearings, Harvard officials dis
closed today they will not discipline 
psychiatrist john Mack, who has 
gained notoriety for taking seriously 
people who say they have been ab
ducted by space aliens. 

Instead, the dean of the Harvard 
Medical School, Daniel T osteson, met 
with Mack and reminded him of the 
standards expected of a Harvard pro
fessor. At the same time, however, 
the dean reaffirmed Mack's right to 
study whatever he wishes. 

The outcome was a relief to Mack, 
his lawyer said, but it hardly made up 
for the stress, lost time and $100,000 
in legal expenses the psychiatrist in
curred in defending his right to inves
tigate controversial subjects-which, 
in the case of Mack's latest book, in
clude UFOs, little gray aliens and re
ports of insemination of humans by 
space creatures. 

The question of academic freedom 
raised by the Mack case made the 
dean's investigation a hotly debated 
issue, on the Harvard campus and be
yond. Ironically, the affair provided 
additional publicity for Mack, who 
made the talk-show circuit last year to 
discuss his book "Abduction," which is 
about alien encounters with humans. 

In an unsigned statement, the 
medical school announced that its 
review by a three-member panel had 
been completed. It said Tosteson 
bad met with Mack and "urged Dr. 
Mack ... not, in any way, to violate 
the high standards for the conduct of 
clinical practice and clinical investi
gation that have been the hallmarks 
of this faculty." The dean also "reaf
firmed Dr. Mack's academic free
dom" and noted he remains a "mem
ber in good standing" of the faculty. 
"No further comment will be made," 
the statement concluded. Mack and 
his supporters said they welcomed 
the outcome. 

"This proceeding never should 
have taken place," said Eric Mac
Leish, the attorney for Mack, who is 
vacationing. "'t bas been an extraor
dinary experience for someone who 
has done nothing wrong." The law
yer emphasized the issue was never 
medical malpractice. In fact, Mac
Leish said, Mack presented the Har
vard committee with witnesses and 
affidavits testifying to his clinical 
success in treating patients who 
claim they were abducted by aliens. 

Until last year, Mack was a re
spected senior psychiatrist with a 
number of impressive accomplish
ments who was known for his enthu
siasm for such unorthodox move
ments as Erhard Seminar Training 
(est), a motivational therapy popular 
in the 1970s. 
AuthorofaPuli~r~~g 

biography of T .E. Lawrence (popu
larly known as Lawrence of Arabia), 
Mack was also the founder of the 
psychiatry department at Cambridge 
Hospital In the early 1990s, he be
came interested in alien abduction. 
Soon, dozens of alleged victims were 
flocking to him for treatment. Mack 
wrote that he gradually became con
vinced they were not mentally ill and 
bad symptoms similar to those of 
trauma victims. Eventually, he pub
lished his findings in a book that be
came a bestseller. 

At some points in the book, Mack 
is careful to hedge. He wrote, for ex
ample, "We do not know if any of 
[these] phenomena exist literally on 
the purely material plane of reality." 
But at other points, Mack seemed to 
accept existence of aliens. 

The medical school's investigation 
of Mack's research was initiated in 
May 1994 by Tosteson, who has re
fused to speak with reporters about 
the matter. He never indicated what 
possible penalties Mack faced. 

SANTA FE '_ National col
umnist Jack i Anderson says 
General Accounting Office 
investigators have determined 
that inforrnat,ion given by the 
Air Force to ·u.s. Rep. Steve 
Schiff. R-N.M., aboutthe ~ 
well Incident was "very wrong" 

son is correct that the ·GAO has caught the interest of the 
won't go public with its suspi- media more than other initia
cion that the Air Force tried to tives to which he has directed 
lead everyone astray about more energy. Besides network 
what happened . at Roswell in 1V stations he has been inter
earlyJuly; 1947?Schiffdoesn't viewed by British television 
seem anxious to continue and recently turned down a 
being known as the only mem- request by French 1V to fly him 
ber of Ctmgress willing to look to Paris for an interview. -
into a possible UFO coverup. No one from the Pentagon 
He is no~ chainrian of the Bas- has asked Schiff to back off his 
ic Research Subcommittee of inquiry into why the Air Forc'e: 

vice. and was aware of all the 
safety procedures. 
· When the Air Force ended 

updeciding the entire tragedy 
could be ,blamed on a captain 
in charge of radar monitoring, 
he knew the Pentagon had not 
fulfilled its promise of a full 
investigation in order to head 
off congressional scrutiny. 

--- - - .... the House Science Committee has no record of something 
and doesn't want to jeopardize that was rather remarkable at 
his credibility in that' position, the time. Arid the Air Force isn't 
which is. so important' to New' beyond applying pressure to. 
Mexico's. national laboratories. head off scrutiny. . · · 

"It's impossible for one cap
tain to cause that much of a 
breakdown in safety proce
dures,·~ Schiff says. "He just 
doesn't have that kind of 
authority." 

So Schiff has renewed' his 
call for congressional hearings 
by the · Government Reform 
and Oversight Committee's 
subcommittee on: · National 
Security; ·on which he serves. 
Schiff has asked that the hear-

Jay Miller Since 'he requested the GAO Immediately after two U.S. 
investigation, Schiff say~ sev- helicopters were shot down by 

1 r;JSide the Capitol eral members of Congress have friendly fire near the Iraqi bor-
,__ __________ _J told him they also have der, . Schiff says he called for 

but they may not call it that 
way. 

Schiff says he understands 
the GAO report will be released 
later this month, but he 
doesn't want to speculate 
about what it will say. 

A pa.ssibie UFO COllet:U p is a 
very unu$Jal probe · for an 
accounting office to undertake, · 
Schiff says:. but it seemed like 
the best approach at the time. 
He says · h.e 'told the GAO he 
realized isuch an investigation 
would not be a priority so he 
didn't givei it any time 'limit for 
completing the ·task. _ 

So what 'happens if Ander-

At issue was the soundness of 
Mack's research methods, according 
to the chairman of the ad hoc inves
tigating committee, Arnold Reiman, 
a professor emeritus at Harvard 
Medical School and editor emeritus 
of the New England journal of Medi
cine. Reiman said the dean had re
ceived "many, many complaints" 
about Mack. 

He said the review was prompted 
by Mack's "astounding" claims about 
the reality of alien abduction, whic~ 
were not backed by evidence sub
mitted to scholarly journals for scru
tiny by colleagues. 

The investigation "was a critical re
view of his scholarly methods by his 
faculty peers set up by the many, 
many questions raised about the way 
he was doing what he was doing," Rei
man said. "We were not a disciplinary 
committee." Critics faulted the pro
cess for its secrecy and possible "chill
ing effect" on other researchers. 

Harvard Law School professor Alan 
Dershowitz, who is critical of Mack's 
methods but defends his right to 
choose his research topics, said that 
while he applauded the outcome, the 
investigation bad been a mistake. 

"'n the end, having to hire a law 
firm to defend your research will 
chill controversy," Dershowitz said. 

FOR MOR£ INFORMAnON ~ 
To read a recent Post profile of john 
Mack, see Digital Ink, The Post's 
on-line service. To learn about 
Digital Ink, call1-80().51().5104, ext. 
9000. 

requested irl;formation from congressional hearings ~nto 
the Air Force on the Roswell how so many safety proce
Incident. They all were referred dures could :break ~own. 
to the National Archives,:· as He said he had a visit from 
was Schiff. onlytoleaiTI that no Pentagon officials, who 
one has ever sent anythiilg on expressed complete agreement 
UFOs to the archives.' w · · , that' the massive failure was 

·ings begin as soon as the cap
tain's court martial trial has 
ended. 

None of those congressmen shocking and that it would be 
took their inquiries any farther fully investigated - making 
at the time, but Schiff hopes congressional hearings 
they will come forward once the unnecessary. · . 
GAO report is released: One of · S,chiff ,withdrew ,his request 
those members of Congress but ' assured the military om
sits • on the House Intelligence cials he would be watching the 
Committee and has indicated situation cl()sely since he had 
he may be willing to ask for flown in an AWACS surveil
hearings .· on the matter. lance plane in that same area 

We'll soon · know' whether 
Anderson's speculation about 
the GAO report on the · Air 
Force's handling of the Roswell 
Incident is accurate: 

The GAO is intended to be a 
goveinrnent watehdog.A clean 
bill ofhealth; asAI;lderson says 
the ~ Foree is predidirig, will 
make, conspiracy theorists 
even angrier . . 

Schiff says the GAO probe during his National Guard ser-

STAR COURIER, Plano, TX - Kay 14, 1995 

UFO sightings ah9und in '60s 
The 1960s pro~d to be as 

volatile as-they were.memorable, a Michael 
decade of social transformation WILLIAMSON 
an,d unrest Birtlraf1tJe "Pop" ~1-
ture coincided with nleiah;trife and 
political rebellion by a rri.iddfe 
American youth who .. refused ·to 
a«ept the values of a bygone gen
eration. But, within that period of 
turmoil came some of the most 
eit:raordinary UfO sightings as 
well as waves of reports concen
trated -in specim regions called 
"Raps." 

The year 1960 sees the inaugu
ration of popular young President 
John F. Kennedy; however, the pub
lic is ~aware of unseen develop
m~ts in our refuted experience 
with extraterrestrial interaction in 
human affairs. jubilation over the 
first successful missile tracking 
television is short-lived when the 
fihn footage reveals an ' elliptical 
object pacing the-Atlas rocket that 
would send many Mercury pro
gtam astronauts aloft Some wit
nesses in the control-room at the 
t:iine claimed that a -my was emitted 
by the UFO st:rikiilg the booster 
rocket shortly before it veered off 
course. Air Force officers quickly 
confiscated the film and warned all 
NASA personnel involved not to 
talk about the incident 

· The year 1961 unveils the abduc
ti~n experience of Betty and 
Barney Hill. Pease Air Force Base 
admits that a UFO is tracked at the 
titne of their alleged kidnapping by 
aliens, and hypnotherapist 
Benjamin Simon verifies the reality 
of their ordeal as the two undergo 
e:Jtensive regression toihe time-:uf 
~eir alleged encounter with the 
strange beings. Betty draws a star 
rriap of an as yet undiscovered con
stellation, the location of which is 
revealed to her by . her alien cap
tors. Astronomers will later con
firm the existence of the previously 
uncharted Zeta Retic:uli system. 

· In this same year U.S. Rep . 
Joseph Karth of Minnesota directs 
a : congressional subcommittee 
hearing on UFO secrecy, which is 
opposed by the Air Force. His 
appointee to head the public hear
ings is U.S. Rep. Brooks of the 
Science and Aeronautics 
Committee. However, Brooks will 

never live to fulfill his <>bligations. 
like so many who have fa.Iien into
the abyss of the UFO's:tragic lega
cy, the Congressmau 1s taken ill 
and dies prior to the pFoeeedings. 

The year 1962 sees a major tri
umph for NASA as astronaut John 
Glen is the first American to orbit 
the earth, and Telstar, the first 
telecommunications ·satellite, is 
successfully launched. But, the 
mysterious element of · the UFO 
continues to haunt human affairs. 
Two prominent Air Force officers 
come forward and publicly add fuel 
to the question of UFO reality. 

Maj. C.R Hart admits that large 
numbers of intelligence personnel, 
scientists and government contmc
tors are involved in UFO research. 
Maj. Edwin A Jerome speaks .out 
against government secrecy and 
strongly suggests a campaign to 
educate the pultlic about UFOs. An 
X-1$ test pilot, Joseph Walker, 
re~ seeing UFOs during his 
high altitude flights into the upper 
atmosphere and space. 

Camba Punta Ajrpcrt" in 
Argentina is approacllel by .an 
unidentified aerial objeq, :and Luis 
Harvey orders th~ · · runways 
cleared for a possible meetini with 
aliens, but as the rowul cr.aft 
begins to land, excited ~sses · 
race toward it The velnde -fom 
the unknown soars away J*!r-kaps 
frightened away by the galbering 
crowd. Ezieza International Airport 
in Buenos Aires is the scene of a 
UFO landing causing a DC-8 to 
abort its landing to avoid colliding 
with it, but the craft from a realm 
beyond lifts off, disappearing into 
the sky. Abductions of b.ath...farm 
animals and people alike flourish 
all over South America in the year 
of 1962. 

The year 1964 is the year of the 
Gemini space program, and yet 
another close encounter. New 
Mexican patrohnan Lonnie Zamora 
sees a hovering silverish craft as he 

conducts a high speed chase. 
Compelled to approach, he sees 
two-white suited figures -standing 
outside the bizarre v~de. They 
quickly r6treat into the vessel once 
they realiZe the officer has been 
watching. Zamora is frightened by 
the deafening roar of the space 
ship as jt becomes airborne . 
Studies by the Air Force, NASA 
and the CIA reveal a definite land
ing by an unknown object 

The year 1965 is a year of shock· 
ing revelations as massive power 
outages in major cities in the 
United States are linked to UFOs. 
From New York to El Paso thou
sands of residents are left in dark
ness, and hundreds are stranded in 
subways and elevators. Authorities 
cannot account for the sudden and 
inexplicable power grid failures . 
while several witnesses report 
luminous objects chased by Air 
Force interceptors just before the 
blackouts. 

In Exeter, N.H., huge-globes of 
orange light are seen by police offi
cers and citizens alike, kicking off 

· a wave of reports in the area and 
several books documenting the 
sightings. Rancher james F1ynn of 
Fort Myers, F1a., is struck by a ray 
from a UFO and knocked uncon
scious, but Homestead Air Base 
denies ever intervieWing the man 
.after sending intelligence Dfficers 
to the scene. Texas new.scaster 
Robert Campbell phvtographs a 
UFO and the Christian Monitor 
-calls the picture the mosr :C.Onvfuc
·io.g evidence yet of the. phenomena. 

Under pressure bJ the:Air Force 
to derail public outcryover- · 1\ ~Wave 
<>f UFO sightings1 Dr. I .. -Allen 
Hynek concocts one af:lhe most 
famous- if not the most ·prepos
terous - of explanations, blaming 
"marsh gas~ for a large.number of 
the UFO sightings. 

The 1960s demonstrated a con
certed effort at contact with the 
hwnan race by someone from an 
origin we can only speculate about, 
but whose overtures we would be 
foolish to ignore. 

Michael Williamson lives In Plano, J 
where he operates his own business. 
He can be contacted at P.O. Box 
940143, Plano, Texas 75094. 



By Nan Tucker 
Lifestyles writer 

Most married couples are brought 
together by a common thread, a 
common bond. 

For authors Leah Haley and Marc 
Davenport, the bond is a common 
interest - UFOs. 

Since moving to Murfreesboro 
earlier this year, Leah and Marc 
have started a UFO interest group, 
hoping to meet other people inter
ested in the subject. 

They have moved their business, 
Greenleaf Publications, here. They 
chose Murfreesboro as their home 
because of its proximity to a major 
airport, they explain. They often 
travel across the country speaking 
about extraterrestrial phenomena. 

Leah and Marc met for the first 
time in 1991 in Eureka Springs, 
Ark., where she was telling a con
ference audience about her abduc
tion by aliens. She has written a 
book on the experience, "Lost Was 
the Key." 

Although Leah and Marc had 
never met before that day, both had 
formulated the same theories on the 
subject of extraterrestrial travels. 

And he was in the audience that 
day listening to her story. 

Something in Leah's speech 
sparlced his interest. 

Elated that he had found some
one with the same theory on the 
subject of alien travel, Marc called 
out to Leah from the crowd. 

"I liked your book," he recalls 
shouting from the sea of people. "I 
think you ought to read mine." 

Their first brief meeting was not 
to be their last. 

A few months later at another 
UFO conference, they met again . 

Perhaps fate, or some other force, 
had purposely brought them togeth
er again- their book signing 
tables were side by side. However, 
they were unable to talk much with 
each other at the symposium 
because both were busy autograph-
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ing books. 
At first, Leah was uninterested in 

Marc because she thought he was 
merely pushing the sale of his book 
on her, she says. Little did she 
know that her own theory and 
experience, along with Marc's own 
beliefs, would bring the two closer 
together. 

Leah and Marc both believe that 
alien spacecraft are able to "warp 
time," traveling faster than the 
speed of light to reach earth. 

"Space and time are interdepen
dent. They come together to form a 
four-dimensional continuum called 
'space time,' " Marc explains. 

Leah believes aliens warped time 
to abduct her back in the '70s. 

In 1990, she says she began hav
ing flashbacks and nightmares 
about the abduction. 

Leah recalls being taken into a 
spacecraft where medical experi
ments were performed on her, but 
she doesn't remember all the 
details. 

She does remember that her 
abductors looked much like the 
aliens portrayed in the movie 
"Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind" - pale skin, oversized 
heads, large eyes and skinny bod
ies. Their enormous eyes were the 
most vivid physical characteristic 
she remembers about the aliens. 

For many years, she pushed the 
trauma out of her mind, subcon
sciously passing it off as a dream. 
she says. But this caused mental 
anguish, and she eventually sought 
the help of a psychologist to deter
mine the source of her troubles. 

"I thought I was going crazy," 
Leah remembers. "But the psychol
ogists diagnosed me with post-trau
matic stress disorder - a disorder 
that occurs from a very real trau
matic experience, not fake ." 

Soon after the diagnosis, Leah 
began to openly talk of her belief 
that she had been abducted by 
aliens. Her first husband did ·not 

DNJ photos by J. lntintoli 
AUTHORS AND MARRIED COUPLE LEAH HALEY AND MARC 
DAVENPORT ALSO OWN GREENLEAF PUBLICATIONS 

share in her openness, she says, and 
soon, their relationship ended. 

"I think my (first) husband 
thought that once I had written my 
book, I would quit talking about the 
subject," recalls Leah. "He was 
afraid people would judge him and 
the rest of the family unfavorably 
because of what I wa!ltalking 
about." 

Leah, a certified public accoun
tant, lost her job, her family and her 
marriage. 

Marc, an engineer, also lost his 
job and first marriage for speaking 
out about his own beliefs and 
encounters with UFOs, he says. 
Although Marc says he has no 
memory of being abd ucted by 
aliens, he does recall seeing a UFO 
when he was a child . 

Despite the costs to their personal 
and professional lives, the two con
tinued to speak at conferences. 

And eventually, Leah and Marc's 
paths became intertwined. 

They explain that their alien 
encounters compelled them to write 
books on the subject...and to con
tinue to inform people about 
extraterrestrial phenomena. They 
also are adamant in their belief that 
the government is covering up facts 
about UFO encounters. 

"Our government has been cover
ing this up since 1946," Marc says, 
explaining that he believes it was in 
that year that a UFO crashed in the 
New Mexico desert and the remains 
of the craft were recovered by the 
Army, which kept the incident quiet 
to the public . "What they found out 
was that the craft was far more 
advanced than anything we had. 
Our government realized that this 
craft had tremendous capability and 
didn't want other countries to be 
able to duplicate this kind of tech
nology before us," he says. 

Marc also explains that in other 
countries, extraterrestrial phenome
na are not hushed by the govern
ment. In Mexico City, the newspa
pers have a designated space on 
their front page highlighting the 
number of UFO sightings for the 
day, he points out, adding that 
Mexico City is a prime location for 
such sightings. 

In their home. the couple has 

(continued on page 9) 
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stacks of books, slides, videotapes 
and pictures documenting UFO 
sightings and other unexplainable 
phenomena. Both authors have 
copies of their books spread across 
the coffee table. They explain that 
at each conference they go to, they 
purchase more videotapes concern
ing UFOs and related phenomena. 

Scientist says famed UFO 'crash' 
was his research balloon 

Leah and Marc believe that alien 
encounters have occurred for thou
sands of years and even point to the 
Bible as evidence. 

BY LAWERENCE SPOHN 
The Albuquerque Tribune 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - It 
didn't come from outer space. 

It came from Alamogordo, N.M. 
That's the conclusion of a Socor

ro physicist, who says the strange 
object that crashed near Roswell in 
1947 was not an alien craft, as some 
believe, but an Air Force research 
balloon that he launched. 

ery u! unusual uebns by rancher 
Mac Brazel several weeks earlier 
and his reports on it to local media. 
Several books and two Roswell mu
seums are devoted to it. 

Moore and other scientists say 
enough's enough. 

The 76-year-old physicist and 
professor emeritus directed the 
Langmuir Lightning Laboratory at 
the New Mexico Institute of Mining 
and Technology. 

The Air l<'orce draft report, an 
800-page document investigating 
the incident, is expected to he is
sued in its final version later this 
summer, said Lt. James McAndrew, 
who was assigned the job of search
ing out documents related to the in
cident. 

"I'm a hundred percent sure it 
was the (Moore) balloon," McAn
drew said. 

Marc lifts the Bible from the cof
fee table and turns to the first chap
ter of Ezekiel and begins to read. 
The passage describes a craft that 
emerges from the sky, "a whirlwind 
from the north ... and out of the 
midst thereof came the likeness of 
four living creatures ... " Marc inter
prets this whole passage as a 
description of an alien encounter. 

Charles B. Moore says the de
scription of debris in "The Roswell 
Incident" fits perfectly with a bal
loon he launched a few days earlier 
as part of a secret government pro
gram in summer 1947. 

He says he only recently learned 
details about the Roswell UFO inci
dent that led him to conclude the 
debris was from the 60(}-foot-long 
balloon he launched. 

But in an earlier life, as a 26-
year-old graduate student at New 
York University, he built and 
launched balloons for the govern
ment in a classified project aimed 
·at -monitoring nuclear develop
ments in the Soviet Union. Most 
were put aloft from the former 
Alamogordo Army Air Field. 

The Air Force report also says 
that its document search- prompt
ed by a request from Rep. Steve 
Schiff, R-N.M. - uncovered "no 
records (that) indicated or even 
hinted at the recovery of 'alien' 
bodies or extraterrestrial materi
als." 

''The Bible is full of these kinds 
of occurrences," he says. 

But skeptics will be skeptical, 
and there are those people who 
sometimes do stretch the truth 
aboUt UFO sightings or alien 
abductions. 

The Roswell incident grew out of 
an official Air Force news release 
written and released July 8, 1947, by 
Waiter Haut, now a proponent for 
the alien crash explanation. 

Moore says the debris recovered 
by rancher Brazel on a neighbor's 
land was from a 60(}-foot-long bal
loon apparatus that was the only 
one he and his crew didn't recover 
that summer. 

Last year, the Air Force official
ly claimed ownership of the 
Roswell crash debris, saying it was 
one of its Project Mogul balloons. 
That was the project Moore worked 
on. 

The flying-saucer proponents 
have discounted the Air Force report 
as the latest evidence of a massive 
cover-up. Some insist that alien bod
ies and materials were spirited awaY: 

"The closer we're getting to get
ting actual materials, the stronger 
the case is becoming that it was 
something extraterrestrial," said 
Haut, now president of the Interna
tional UFO Museum in Roswell. 

However, Leah and Marc claim 
they know how to discern between 
truth and fiction. 

"I know jf they're telling the 
truth becauSe I can see the pain in 
their eyes," says Leah of people 
who have been abducted by aliens. 

The release reported the recov
ery of a "flying disc" and made its 
way into various news media 
around the world before it was 
withdrawn by the Air Force. 

The release_ fo_llowed the discov-

Marc has devised a 21-question 
screening process in his book, 
"Visitors From Time: The Secret of 
the UFOs." 
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"We think people should be edu
cated about aliens," says Leah. "We 
think they are coming to warn us 
that we are destroying the earth. 
The earth is a part of a 
system ... whatever we do will have 
an affect on the entire planetary 
system." 

Their UFO interest group meets 
at 7 p.m. Tuesdays at the Shoney's 
Restaurant on Broad Street. There 
is no cost to attend the meetings, 
'which are a forum for discussion 
iand learning about extraterrestrial 
encounters. 
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UFO 
Second 
Sighting 
Reported 
June 7th 

By Carole Baker 

on 

A second sighting was reported 
on the MUFON Hotline on June 
7th. A Gulf Breeze resident gave 
the following description of what 
he saw. 

Ben and his friends were 
enjoying a quiet evening at home 
when their dog began barking 
excitedly outside. Ben went to 
inYestigate . As he turned to go 
back inside he noticed a bright 
orange light through the trees~ to 
the east. Going back into the yard 
to get a better view, he saw that 
there were two lights. very close 
together. He called to his friends 
and got his camcorder. Ben was 
disturbed when it would not 
record, even when plugged direct-

ly into a wall socket. As they 
~hed. the two~ .sepamted_. 
one-to the north and one over the 
Sound . Keeping the lights in 
sight, they decided to drive and 
see if they could get a closer look. 
Driving east on Hwy 98 they 
watched as each light split into 
three lights , forming two triangu
lar configurations. They parked 
near the ZOO and saw that others 
had parked there to watch the 
lights also. The triangular config
urations were . steady in the sky 
and pulsing on and off in ten to 
fifteen second cycles . Ben esti
mates that each configuration was 
approximately a mile from his 
viewing point and appeared to be 
low, above the tree line . The 
lights in the configurations 
appeared to " bobble up and 
down," Ben told me. The friends 
watched until the lights pulsed out 
and did not reappear. The sighting 
lasted a total of approximately ten 
minutes and the triangular config
uration pulsed six or seven times. 
Were you also watching these 
lights that night? If so, please call 
the hotline number below. 

To report a sighting pleao;e call 
the Pensacola/Gulf Breeze 
MUFON Hotline at 432-3261 . 
For information on the Project 
Awareness 1995 Gulf Brec.ze 
UFO Conference to be held 
October 20-22, call (904) 432-
8888. Keep Looking Up! 

Giving the UF.O. Group 
A Shot at Persuasion 

By CHRISTOPHER LEHMANN-HAUPT 

· Alfred A. Knopf, the publisher of 
"ClDse Eneounters of the Fourth 
Kind," Is about as mainstream and 
respectable as a . publisher can be. 
The author, C. D. B. Bryan, has writ
ten estimable histories of the Nation
al Air and Space Museum and the 
National Geographic Society. The 
book's main event is the so-called 
abduction study conference from 
June 13-17, 1992, at the Massachu
setts Institute of Technology under 
the direction of David E. Pritchard, a 
physicist there, and John E. Mack, 
the Harvard psychiatrist. 

So even a complete skeptic is 
inclined at least to consider what Mr. 
Bryan has to report. While the very 
notion of the book remains incredi
ble, more trustworthy circum
stances under which to entertain It 
are hard to Imagine. 

As Mr. Bryan reports, he attend
ed the five-day conference, took ex
tensive notes, talked to the partici
pants during breaks and over meals, 
and followed up with "postconfer
encre interviews," some of which in
volved sitting in on hypnosis sessions 
with witnesses who claim to have 
been abducted by aliens. 

' If one boils down their testimo
nies to a single archetypal event, 
what they experienced involved first 
a sense of foreboding, the sighting of 
brtght lights In the sky and the stall
ing of the cars they happened to be 
driving; then an awareness of miss
ing time, a feeling of acute anxiety 
and the discovery of cuts or gouges 
on_their bodies. Later, under hypnot
ic regression, they recalled being 
wafted into spaceships by small ·gray 
beings who communicated telepathi
cally with them and performed med
Ical experiments, often involving sex. 

Understandably enough, the 
reader's mind boggles at these re
ports, and one feels some sympathy 
for the committee at Harvard Medi
cal School that recently criticized Dr. 
Mack, the co-chairman of the confer
ence, for his research on subjects 
claiming to have been abducted. 

You naturally reject the logic of 
their testimony: that creatures could 
appear out of nowhere In craft that 
defy the laws of matter. You wonder 
why these aliens show up more In 

English-speaking countries than in 
the rest of the world, and why, If they 
are clever enough to travel through 
different dimensions of time, they 
would want to breed with humans or 
perform countless experiments on 
them. And you look for flaws in the 
witnesses, presuming them to be 
publicity-seeking nuts who are likely 
to be repressing some sort of child
hood sexual trauma. 

But Mr. Bryan's report antici
pates these objections. Perhaps the 
case for the believers is best 
summed up in what Dr. Mack calls 
the "five basic dimensions" of the 
abduction phenomenon, which he 
summarizes this way: 

"1. The high degree of consis
tency of detailed abduction accounts, 
reported with emotion appropriate to 
actual experiences, told by apparent
ly reliable observers. 

"2. The absence of psychiatric 
illness or other apparent psychologi
cal or emotional factors that could 
account for what is being reported. 

"3. The physica) changes and le
sions affecting the bodies of the ex
periencers, which follow no evident 
psychodynamic pattern. 

"4. The association with U.F.O.'s 
witnessed independently by others 
while abductions are taking place 
(which the abductee may not see). 

"5. The reports of abductions by 
children as young as two or three 
years of age." • 

The effect of reading Mr. Bry- . 
an's book is far from enlightening. 
Rather one experiences it with the 
outlook of someone reporting an ab
duction: although one senses it is 
happening, one still doesn't believe it. 
Nor does It help that Mr. Bryan's text 
is disorganized and repetitive, and 
shows signs that it was written tmr
riedly ("Budd Hopkins has arranged 
for Carol and Alice and I to attend 
one of his support group meetings 
after dinner that Friday"). And once 
you've read a couple of abduction 
accounts, you might as well have 
read them all. 

So you race to Mr. Bryan's final 
chapter, titled "Various Theories." 
Here you are not much reassured to 
learn that some theorists consider 
allen abductions a phenomenon to. 

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
OF THE FOURTH KIND 
Alen Abduction, U.F.O.'s 
and the Conference' lit M.I.T. 

By C. D. B. Bryan 
476 pages. Alfred A. Knopf. $25. 

rriake us aware of "other realities; 
further, that It Is during, or within, 
some sort of overlapping of these 
realities that allen abductions oc, 
cur." Others believe allen abductions 
to be a program to raise human 
consciousness of the earth's ecologi-
cal needs, taught us by creatures 
from another dimension. 

Still others support the specula
tion of C. G. Jung in his old age that 
U.F.O.'s might be "materialized psy
chisms," or, as Mr. Bryan puts it, 
"actual physical or paraphysical ob
jects created by the collective uncon
scious." Finally, the closest ap
proach to a rationally acceptable ex
planation is a theory that physical 
abuse in childhood somehow makes 
people sensitive to electrical disturb
ances in the brain's temporal lobe. 
Such disturbances can produce 
"dream states" or "psychical sei
zures" in which people mistake fan
tasies for reality. Yet believers insist 
that memories of sexual abuse are 
more likely to be a screen for abduc
tion than the other way around. 

Mr. Bryan himself comes away 
from his experiences benignly skep
tical. He writes that he "would like to 
believe" in some of the creatures he 
heard described, but that "I cannot 
honestly say I have come across any 
hard evidence of their presence." 
With his somewhat rambling report, 
he persuades you in the end that 
something very odd may be happen
ing and that, as believers like to say, 
the absence of evidence is not the 
evidence of absence. But that's about 
the sum of .what you get from this 
strange and disturbing book. g 
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described the craft's forward move
ment like a speedboat on water, and 
that they flew ''like a saucer would if 
you flipped it across the water.'' In 
1952, he co-wrote a book now out of 
print called The Coming of the Sau
cers. 

iG 
~ 

Where did he think they came 
from? Kim Arnold said her father 
never thought they were spacecraft 
from another planet. "He believed 
that they were alive rather than 
machines," she said. "They were 
some kind of living entity . . . " 

ssroup' She said her father truly believed 
that he was allowed to see into 
another dimension, and that he con
sidered the sighting "as a spiritual 
·expemnce ... · a SeaTac to host 

: scientific-based 
~ annual symposium 

Joe Lewels, a MUFON consultant 
and a presenter at the symposium, 
probably wouldn't disagree with 
Arnold's interpretation. Other 
dimensions and parallel universes 
interest the former journalism pro
fessor at the University of Texas at 
El Paso. His symposium topic is, 
"Over the Rainbow: Quantum 
Physics Discovers the Holographic 
Universe." 

:> 
ay MIKE AACHBOLO 
Valley Dally News 

SEATAC- On June 24, 1947, at 2:59 on a 
sunny Tuesday afternoo~ above Mount Rainier, 
Kenneth Arnold became the father of modern
day UFO sightings. 

What he said he saw that day, and how he 
described it, helped coin the phrase ''flying sau
cor. '' The skies overhead and the supermarket 
tabloids bave never been the same. 

His accoullt of that experience· when he was 
32 made him world-famous, said his daughter 
Kim Arnold - but also turned him into a reclu
sive pei'Son for the fest of his life. He was inves
tigated by the government and poked fun at by 
the media. 

But many believed him then, and more 4o 
now. 
~~ •• me.-~Tac -ReG Uap.~•:an 
estimated 900 to 1,000 true believ~t•· from 
around the world will gather for the aruwal sym
posium of the 26-year-old Mutual.UFO Net
work, Inc .. The worldwide organization bills 
itself as a • • global organization dedicated to the· 
scientific investiaation of UFO sightinp and 
related phenomena.'' · 

No waclcos need apply. Membership ia by 
invitation. According to symposium director 
Marilyn Hepry Childs of Seanle, MUPON 
members are mostly professional scientists, 
engineers and researchers in some 45 fields, 
from physics and medicine to communiaations 
and photo analysis. Most have advanced 
degrees, added Childs, who is a professional 
astronomer and an adjunct professor at Seattle 
Pacific University. 

"We are a serioU$ group," Childs said. "We 
are strictly into scientific investigation.'' The 
theme of this vear's symposium is "Ufology:,A~: 

Scientific Paradigm. ~' 
. Thirteen speakers will try to make 

a case for treating UFO investiga
tions as a real science. They will 
outline the latest research on a vari
ety of UFO-related phenom~na, 
including alien abductions, animal 
mutilations, sightings and other 
dimensions. One of the speakers, 
Katharine Wilson from Portland, 
Ore., will talk about her claim of 
being an abductee. All presentations 
are open to the public at $15 per 
session. 

Childs said the Red Lion Inn is a 
fitting site . The mountain where 
Arnold claimed he saw UFOs will be 
visible from the hotel, weather per
mitting. 

Arnold, who died in 1984, would 
be among friends. 

Kim Arnold, who lives in Meridi-

-saDGI .•IDu.• 
~IIQBGC I R 

Marilyn Childs of 
Seattle, left, Is an 
organizer of the annual 
symposium of the 
Mutual UFO Network, 
which will be held this 
year In SeaTac. Above, 
the cover of an Issue of 
Flying Saucers 
magazine. 

Photos by 

Now a businessman in Texas, he 
prefers to keep a low profile about 
his interest in UFOs. Like Arnold, 
he knows that claiming to have seen 
a UFO or talking about one is risky. 

"Let's face it," he said, "there is 
still a curtain of ridicule imposed on 
this topic by society, by govern
ment, by the media, by the scientific 
communities. It really is the forbid
den science." 

But he said he thinks the topic 
needs investigation. "It's very 
important that people know the truth 
about the subject," he said. 

Like Arnold, Lewels had his own 
encounter with a UFO. While flying 
at night with anoth~r Army pilot in 
1973 over Alabama, he said he saw 
"a strange glowing orange ball of 
light" at 30,000 to 40,000 feet 
above them. He said they flew past it 
and then it appeared again in front of 
them. 

"I couldn't tell you what it was," 
he said. UFO sightings by pilots are 
common, he added, but few report 
them for fear of being thought loo
ny. 

Qe,-..:_~ -tPe _gow~~~ 
the riiifitary · and 1ts mtelligence 
agencies, has fostered that fear 
among citizens. Lewels is convinced 
the government has been involved in 
a coverup of UFO phenomenon 
since the mid-1940s. 

Why the coverup? Lewels said the 
answer is probably complex, but he 
said he believes it began during the 
Cold War when the military actually 
recovered parts of alien craft and 
have been using them in top secret 
research . 

If there is nothing to fear from 
UFOs because they do not exist, 
Lewels asks, why has the govern
ment locked up as classified reams 
of documents relating to UFOs? 

He said he has read all he can find 
on UFO experiences in an effort to 
explain scientifically the abnormal 
things people are reporting all over 
the world . Often those reports seem 
to defy the laws of physics . 

an, Idaho, does not plan to attend the 
symposium. But she already has 
heard first-hand the story that helped 
frame UFO discussions. 

Her father was flying his airplane 
from Chehalis to Yakima past 
Mount Rainier that fateful day, she 
recalled . He planned to spend an 
hour searching for the wreck of a 
C-46 that had crashed into the moun-

tain a yearbefore with 32- men 
aboard . 

He told her that while he was mak
ing a tum over Mineral , Wash., at 
an altitude of about 9,200 feet, a 
tremendous flash of light lit up his 
single-engine craft, followed by a 
second flash of light like a reflection 
off a highly polished wing. 

Then, far to the left toward Mount 
Baker, he said he observed a forma
tion of very bright objects coming 
south, close to the tops of the moun
tains, at a great speed. He thought 
they were jets until he noticed they 
had no tails . 

ANTHONY P. BOLANTE 

miles long and traveling at more 
than 1,200 miles per hour . The 
objects emitted bright blue flashes 
from their skin, he told his daughter, 
and pulsated like a heartbeat. The 
sighting lasted about three minutes 
before the lights disappeared 
upward over Mount Adams. 

But, he pointed out, research into 
subatomic particles -- revealS that 
accepted laws of physics don't apply 
uniformly even at that level. 

"Realities can be ve_!'r_ s~c
tive," he said. "A hundred years 
from now, the views oftoday's sci
entists are going to appear very 
naive , laughable.' ' 

He described nine boomerang
shaped objects in a line at least five To a group of reporters later he 

'We're not into aliens sucking faces' 
Network operator seeks hard facts about coverups 

SEATTLE - Dale Goudie plans 
to attend the UFO symposium at the 
SeaTac Red Lion Inn but not to hear 
the speakers talk about ufology or 
alien abductions . 

The Seattle advertising man finds 
those subjects all rather silly stuff. 

"We're not into aliens sucking 
faces ," he said . 

He' ll be there to talk in the hall
way to people who attend, hoping to 
pick up a tidbit of information that 
might help in his pursuit of the truth 

about UFOs. 
Gaudie 's target is the U.S . gov

ernment: specifically the military, 
the Central Intelligence Agency and 
the National Security Agency. He is 
after documents that prove the gov
ernment knows a lot about UFOs 
and has been covering up that intelli
gence for decades . 

Hi s main tool is the Freedom of 
Information Act , which he uses to 
try to wrest documents from the feds 
so he can disseminate them to the 

public free of charge on his Comput
er UFO Network . 

Since 1973 , CUFON has com
piled thousands of documents which 
anyone with a computer and modem 
can access. Users can download the 
information or request it copies in 
writing. And it's all free. 

"I just think people have to have 
the truth," he said . 

The documents he has obtained 
reveal the government has been 
involved in UFO investigation at the 

highest level - at the same time the 
government says it is not involved . 

There is no one smoking gun that 
points to a coverup but the body of 
evidence is overwhelming, he said. 

Getting documents isn't easy 
however, he said . Requests can take 
years to be answered; many are 
unavailable because of • 'national 
security." 

• 'The good ones take a long 
time, " he said. 

To access CUFON , computer 
users can set up their modems to dial 
776-03R2, using 8 data bits, I stop 
bit. no parity . 
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UFO Sightings 
Recent 1'995 slghtings 
Compiled by the National UFO Reporting 
Center in Seattle: Tel. 722-3000 

Man:ll14: 9:10 p.m. MUFON 
member witnesses flash, blue 

. -- ..streak north of -seattle. 9:08 
p.m. Man and son in Seattle 
witness blue-green light 
streak south. to north in east
em sky; 5on frightened by 
observation. 9:08 p.m. Seattle 
man witnesses bright blue
green light streak south to 
north in eastern sky. Bigger 
than a star and very fast. ~:07 
p.m. Man in Seattle reports a 
bright blue object that 
streaked north below the 
overcast. Very bright and very 
fast. 

bcll22: Three Boeing employ
ees in Everett on break at 
8:30 p.m .. ~ low star move, 
change color, become green · 
triangle in southweSt sky. 

Aprtl16: In Tacoma·at 10:10 
p.m., a man reports seeing · 
two "grayish-white• disks fly-

David Wecker 

Hot on the trail 
of unexplained 

More unexplained phenomena from 
the Association for Scientific Know
ledge - ASK, for short: 

There was an alleged (a serious UFO 
investigator is always careful to say· Ul
leged" until such time as proof becomes 
available) sighting (as opposed to an 
"incident" or "encounter") in Marie· 
mont recently. Three local ASK 
investigators- Kenny Young, 26, of 
Norwood; George Clappison, 36, of 
Franklin; and Charles Stuart, 43, of 
West Chester - offer the following re
port, which arrived on my desk in both 
written and video formats the other day. 

Pompous rhetoric is a poor attempt to trivialize an important subject 
Your Junl:! 3 edlTorial "Flying 

saucers at Harvard!" was arrogant 
and condescending. Healthy skep
ticism about UFOs all too often 
becomes haughty disdain, and this 
was clearly evident in the tone gf 
your editorial. 

Some people who Claim to have 
had an alien encounter are undoubt
edly mistaken or even lying, and 
some believers cross the line into 
fanaticism. But the basic idea of 
extraterrestrial visitors and all 
those who accept it should not be 
hastily denounced as an element of 
the lunatic fringe. Instead, the mat
ter should be seriously examined
by scientists, theologians and the 
general public - as an issue that 
pertains to all aspects of our world
view and culture. 

Although I have never seen an 
otherworldly craft or being, many 
normal members of society believe 
they have. 

Considering the immense and 

mysterious universe we live in, the 
only sensible attitude toward the 
UFO question is curiosity and an 
open mind. After all, people 
throughout history have believed in 
higher beings from the heavens, 
calling them gods, angels, demons, 
etc. 

Your editorial derisively mocks 
the many UFO enthusiasts of today 
who claim "the chariots have swung 
low and taken them for a ride"; but 
perhaps a more astute perspective 
is in order, for the Bible describes 
numerous aerial craft as fiery char
iots, shining clouds and strange pil
lars of light in which God and His . 
angels descend to earth. Might 
there be more to the subject than 
most people, including the majori
ty of UFO believers, would care to 
realize? 

Mr. Mack and all others strug
gling against the establishment 
should not only have the right to 
study and speak their views, they 

should be encouraged to do so -
as should all those on the skeptical 
side - in the hope that Hollywood 
stereotypes and hot air will yield to 
thoughtful inquiry and eventually 
some real answers. "While every
body else was worrying about bal
anced budgets and mad bombers," 
you sarcastically inform your 
readers, attendees of the recent 
Washington-area UFO convention 
"had their eyes on the important 
stuff." 

Such pompous rhetoric is a poor 
attempt to trivialize the subject. It is 
time for all of us to come down from 
our pedestal of human arrogance 
and open our minds to the larger 
world, to a universe that cannot be 
neatly placed in a test tube for 
analysis and must not be comfort
ably defined by prevailing cultural 
bias. 

ERIC STETSON 
Burke 

HI-DESERT STAR, Yucca Valley, CA- June 21, 1995 

UFOs over Yucca Valley? 
By JAY LYMAN 

Hi-Desert Star Staff Writer 
YUCCA VAllEY- At least two 

local residents reported seeing strange 
lights and movements over the town's 
skies Friday night 

L:wis said he watched the lights for · 
20 or 30 minutes before calling a loeal 
radio station. However, there were no 
similar reports, LeWis said 

'"They have to · be aliezt," Zubel 
said ''Of cowse, there are all different 
kinds. Some could be good, some 
CIOUld be bad" 

The cause of the lights may be 
linked·to the big screen, as the Cineplex 
theater shot moving spotlights into the 
air Friday night for a special midnight 
showing. 

But when Lewis went into his borne 
for aWhile and came back out to see the 
lights, he said they were Still there. 

''We did see it and apparently it last
ed for seveta1 homs;' Lewis said The 
.. we" refers to Lewis and Tony Zubel, 
who also saw the lights. after a phone 
call from Lewis,_ 

Zubel, who has lived in Yucca 
Valley 20 years, said he has been fol
lowing "flying saucm" for 40 years. 
The last time he saw .a URl was two 
or tbree months ago wheo .. bc said. a 
craft shot through the sk}r . 

He talked about the 1960s When 
there was a flying saucer club in the 
area, also refening to the Integratron in 
I.Jalda's, ~'WlbhopS oiftejuve
natioo.and UFOs have been held 

The theater's spotlights illwninated 
Yucca Valley's skies at approximately 
the same time of the strange sightings, 
oot clouds may have pevented eyewil
nesses from realizing the somce. 

Joshua Tree resident Maurice Lewis 
Jr. said the sighting started when he 
saw Wlusual lights in a cloud east 
toward Yucca Valley from his tiome on 
Mountain View Cin;le in Joshua Tree. 
He ·said he firSt saw the lights at 
approximately 9:30p.m. Friday. 

''I saw-it at 10 p.m. (and) for an 
hour-and-a-half (after);' Zubel said ~ 
the lights. ''I know what .I'm talking 
about I know something 

Zubel, who lives on Avalon Avenue 
in the Yucca Mesa area, said the lights 
were south of him toward the center of 
Yueca Valley. '"They were like ~ 
sions in the air and they moved," Zubel 
said "These Were moving. They were 
in fonnation. gOOtg fast" . 

Giant ROck in Lamers bas also 
bi:en IISSQciated .. with UFO activiti~ 
and space~. 

While Zobel and Lewis agree on 
wbat they. saw Friday, Lewis is less 
~ about tbe eause of the illwni
na!edclwd. 

''I didn't know what it was:' Lewis 
said ''I couldn't explain it. oot it was 
definitely strange." 

While Lewis was unsure of what he 
saw, Zubel is coovincedthe lights came- .. 
from extra~ aiiuaft.'-

''I couldn•t lit'¥' bow anything snlld 
stay· iii a cloud for two to three hours,'' 
LewiS :- "I'm just s&)'ing it ~ 
'YdY unuSual. It was·~ bizarre." 

POST, Cincinnati, 
A 22-year-old guy who worked at 

McDonald's was driving home on Plain· 
ville Road early one morning after work 
when he looked up and saw a square
shaped thing with five green and orange 
lights floating at treetop level. He said 
the thing abruptly dipped to a point 
about 10 feet off the ground, then zipped 
away lickety-split. 

The guy told the Mariemont police 
dispatcher that the thing was "about the 
size of a Toyota Corolla," which would 
give it considerably more legroom than 
a Tercel. 

The ASK investigators say they got 
the guy's first name from the tape they . 
obtained from the Hamilton County 
Dispatch Center. The rest of 1t they put 
together using old-fashioned shoe leath· 
er. They also tracked down the guy's 
sister, who said she saw the square 
thing too. 

On the taped segment the ASK inves
tigators produced for "UFO Update: 
Live," a program they help put together 
on Warner public access, there's a clip
of George saying the witnesses fell well 
within his credibility parameters. 

"Both said they'd be willing to take a 
lie-detector test, and neither wanted any 
publicity," he said. (Kenny informed me 
verbally that ASK doesn't have access to 
a polygraph machine - but that, if it 
did, a lie-detector test would have been 
administered and the results carefully 
note<U 

At one point while the three investi
gators were knocking on doors in an 

OH - July 18, 1995 
attempt to ferret out additional informa
tion, something transpired that, 
metap~orically, caused their hearts to 
stop. In fact, they refer to it as "a heart
stopping confrontation." Kenny's writ
ten report describes it thisaway: 

"We were suddenly accosted by a 
mysterious stranger who came 'boom
ing' out of nowhere in a blue 1995 
Cadillac Seville. 

"The Inexplicable Gentleman (as we 
call him) cut us off as we were headed 
back to our cars from a routine survey 
of the area and demanded to see our 
identi.(ication, stating that he had the 
authority to make the request or the 
grounds to do so, and implied that he 
had the power to procure from us what
ever he wanted. He was perhaps 55 to 60 
years old. 

"In a move of unwitting stupidity, I 
produced and surrendered my business 
card to the stranger, who then sped 
away with a hellish grin on his face." 

One week later, they encountered the 
Inexplicable Gentleman again. They 
were driving by the Frisch's Mainliner 
and saw his car in the parking lot. This 
time they had a video camera, which 
they used to shoot some suspenseful 
cinema-verite-type footage. The scary 
music tracks that Kenny laid down in 
the studio enhance the drama of the 
moment. 

You hear the ~nvestigators react to 
discovery of the Inexplicable Gentle
man's car. "There he is! That's his car!" 

one of them says. 
Then Kenny picks up the narration: 
"The gentleman was absorbed in con

suming food at the time ... he 
disappeared before investigators could 
approach him." 

Cut to George, who allows as how 
perhaps the Inexplicable Gentle.msn 
was merely a concerned citizen who 
merely noticed three strangers in his 
neighborhood and wondered just what 
they thought they were doing there. 

Kenny later told me that, actually, 
the ASK investigators were not all that 
eager to approach the Inexplicable Gen
tleman, which is how the latter was able 
to disappear - although "disappear'' 
coula be too strong a word - before 
they could confront him. 

The thing is, the ASK investigators 
aren't hard-boiled types. They're work
ing stiffs like you and me who are trying 
the best way they know how to get to 
the bottom of all kinds of unexplained 
phenomena. They keep a map of the 
Greater Cincinnati megalopolis that has 
22 pins on it, each pin denoting a UFO 
investigation they've conducted over the 
past ceuple of years: And they're con
vinced there's something out there. 

Who knows? Soon, they may be 
looking into something in a neighbor
hood near you. 

Post columnist David Wecker writes 
Tuesdays, Thvrsdays and SilturdAJS. 
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It wasn't a bird .. .it wasn't a plane ... What was it? 
.-------------

MARY GEIGER 

By AMY GIANCOLI 
Staff writer 

WAYNESBORO - Did anvone sec an 
W1idcntifiable flying object in the sky just after 
mil!night Monday? 

Mary Geiger did - and she's wondering what 
it was. 
ll was hot and hwnid, and Geiger had woken 

up hot and sweaty and decided to sit outside to 
cool off. The sky was clear and there were a few 
star~ out. 

Geiger, 79, of Clayton Avenue, was sitting on 
her porch around midnight when she saw what 
looked like two hca,Jiights and what appeared to 
be a tail of lights behind it. It looked strange, she 
said. 

The object didn't look like it was moving, but it 
was - very slowly. Geiger said she used the 
downspouting on the comer of her pvr;h a~ :1 

gauge, and after. an hour, the object had moved 
across part of the sky. 

The object also seemed to turn in different 

directibns because it looked different from time to 
time, as if it were facing west and then facing 
north. "It would present a different picture in the 
sky," Geiger explained . 

"It looked to me as if it were taking reconnais
smce of the area," she said. 

Geiger tried to get someone to verify what she 
was seeing, so she called the police department, 
hoping they would at least send a squad car by to 
get a look at it. They told her it probably was a 
cluster of stars. 

Geiger said she knows it wasn't a cluster of 
stars - one can' t detect star movement in the 
sky. 

"I just wanted verification," Geiger said. 
She is positive she saw something. It was 

southeast in the night sky and looked like it may 
have been over Dulles or Washington Internation
al airports. Dulles is only 50 miles away, Geiger 
s.1id, and 50 miles as the crow flies isn't very far. 

The object was about as high as a plane would 
be, but there were no flashing red lights where the 
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wings or tail would be, she said. The lights were 
white and steady. 

At first, she thought it was a helicopter, the 
kind that makes traffic reports, but she said a craft 
like that wouldn't be out at that time of the night. 

"I was concerned it was a foreign agent doing 
reconnaissance," she explained. 

Geiger said she's not the kind of person who 
ignores things that go on around her; if she feels 
it's important, she reports it and follows through. 

Geiger doesn't know what she saw. She even 
concedes it could have been a UFO. "It didn't 
look like anything I could compare it to," she 
said. But one thing is certain, Geiger is positive 
she saw something. 

When the police didn't do anything about it, 
she called The Record Herald later that morning. 
"I didn't know what else to do," she said. 

It bothered her a little that there wasn't a formal 
report of the object, but she feels better knowing 
she told someone ajx>ut it; they can take it from 

ihere, she said. Someone else may 
have seen it, too. 

'There definitely was something 
there, and it was not moving very 
fast," Geiger ·said. ''I'm not accus
tomed to seeing strange things." 

Video setups good, and bad 
A spokeswoman for the Washing

ton County Regional Airport in 
Hagerstown said her description 
sounds like there might have been 
something going on at Camp David. 
"Things can be going on there at any 
time," the spokeswoman said. 

SANfA FE - Video recrea
tlons for 1V docu-dramas are 
becoming quite popular 
viewing fare. Some do it light. 

Others reach too far to make 
a good story. 

Examples of both have been 
tn New Mexico news recently. 

On Feb. 14, a "Ger.aldo" 

Jay Miller 

Inside the Capitol 

Cruces Sun-News quickly 
became suspicious. Soon sev
eral Las Crucens began to tell 
of their phony "Geraldo" 
appearances. - -

That's the bad news on 1V 
docu-dramas ffimed in New 
Mexico. The good news took 
place in Socorro late last 
month. 

For a week, "Unsolved Mys
teries," NBC-1V's prime time 
docu-drama, visited Socorro to 
faithfully recreate the reported 
lancllng of a UFO southwest of 
town. 

A West Coast production 
crew spent a week researching 
the report by city patrolman 

.__ __________ .....J Lormie Zamora, hiring 60 local 

show aired a video of a ccujack
ing that supposedly took place 
tn Las Cruces. 

Mayor Ruben Smith, the 
Pollee Department and the Las 

extras, and renting vintage 
automobiles for the 1964 
recreation. When they left, the 
community was $10,000 
Iieber. 

The episode, which will be 
aired sometime in the fall, 
recounts Zamora's pursuit of a 
speeding vehicle south of town 
when he heard a brief roar and 
saw flame in the sky to his 
right. He abandoned his chase 
and swung onto a dirt road to 
investigate. 

He located a saucer-shaped 
object and two small people in 
white coveralls. As he radioed 
for backup, the figures noticed 
him and quickly blasted off. 

City and state pollee offic
ers, a deputy sheriff and ari FBI 
agent who was in Socorro on 
another case, soon were on the 
scene. They reported burnmg 
brush, four . bum marks, four 
depressions in a diamond pat
tern around the bums. and five 
smaller marks they labeled as 
"footprints." The Air Force sent 
an investigator. who originally 
thought it was a Lunar Explo
ration Module, whlch was then 

in the develoJ: :tlent stage. 
After deciding it wasn't a 

LEM, the government sug
gested that the Socorro mayor 
had perpetrated a hoax to 
attract tourists. · 

If Jt was a tourist promotion 
hoax, it worked. While visiting 
the two UFO museums in Ros
well last fall, I was surprised at 
the number of visitors I inter
viewed who had just come from 
checking out the Socorro story. 

Perhaps Socorro's current 
mayor or Chamber of Commer
ce would be wise to continue 
the promotion effort by deve
loping a brochure about the 
UFO story to distribute at Ros
well's UFO Festival on July 
1-2. 

Regardless of what you m ay 
think about the reported 
Socorro sighting, zamora, who 
is still a city employee, says he 
is pleased with the way his 
story is portrayed by "Unsolved 
Mysteries." 

Washington County Airport's 
tower closes at 10 p.m., she said, 
and Geiger saw the object around 
midnight. 

Neither the flight center in Lees
burg, Va. nor Fort Ritchie had any 
unusual activity overnight Sunday, 
according to spokesmen. 

ISLANDER, Pensacola Beach, FL - July 26, 1995 
PALLADIUM-ITEM, Richmond, IN - June 26, 1995 CR: D. Worley 

UFOs quiet 
in Indiana 

on a rescue mission to a dying planet. Can we believe 
this or is their real motive something else too terrible to 
comtemplate? 

I am doing a data study of the human-like blonde Nor
dic type aliens who seem to be the overseers of all this. 
Information that has about blown me away has surfac
ed. There exists a large relfgious group in which many 
of the brethern have had Nordic incidents. My infor
mant, a respected Ph.D . and leader in this group, has 

Indiana has been quiet UFO-wise, but in western experienced some 300 episodes in 45 years with about 
Canada, Hungary, Costa Rica, England and Scotland 100 entities. 
the elusive aeroforms have been busy. The vast, secret, Now a quick look at prophecy and predictions of the 
human abduction project of the bio-etheric-Iike beings future. One source has been right about some early 
also continues. warning signs of coming earth axis realignment and its 

I now have investigated 93 cases. cataclysmic results. 
A Georgia abductee is disturbed since she causes The predicted low level hum is being heard by many. 

street lights to go out temporarily when passing by. In Mysterious flu-like symptoms and deadly viruses are 
Idaho, the person is discombobulated for she wakes up here. The weather pattern is erratic with extremes 
with her clothes on backward, inside out, or she's in trending toward warm. In Antartica, a vast section of 
s.omebody else' s undies. She'd like tc know what tte ice the size of Rhode Island 1,000 feet thick in places 
devil is going on. Her husband, made comotose beside broke off and is melting. Regional warming began in 
her, is no help. the 1940s and continues. The loss of even a tenth of the 

Some persons have reported huge craft with many continent's ice could raise sea level 12 to 30 feet. Al
persons on tables inside getting the table procedures. ready rising tides are causing alarm in the Polynesian 
Can this intensity be Islands of the South Pacific and some islanders are 
causing the clothing going to be adrift. 
mixups we hear •••••• This same source was right about the previous strong 
about? We also California and Japanese quakes. It now predicts mega-
have ominous re- A reader's view quakes in California and Mexico, Mt. Rainer erupting 
ports of sperm/egg DONALD as quakes hit Washington and Oregon, massive solar 
taking, fetus theft, flares, the economy fails and riots sweep major Ameri-
and scenes of many WORLEY can cities. Meanwhile a growing number of people, 
semi-human hybrid ------------- driven by unknown inner urgings, are moving west, 
babies in transpa- often to New Mexico. 
rent fluid containers. Something of momentous impor- All my statements about the UFO enigma are person-
tance is happening and unsuspecting (thanks to global al 30-year researched truths. When it comes to proph
government secrecy) humanity sleeps on. ecy I do not know if any of this will happen. I am only a 

It's a secret so awesome it makes past human events neutral data collector and writer. 
pale in comparison. 

Sometimes the aliens say they must do this, and pro- Write to Don Woriey, 1051 Beech St-. 
ject scenes of dreadful destruction suggesting they are Camersville, lN 47331 USA 

UFO 
lights, one on top of the other. The 
lights were changing from blue to 
green to a pale ye ll ow in 
sequence, then zig-zagging 
around in short bursts In a small 
sector of the sky. · Beverly noticed 

....., ___________ ..... "flashes of light around it, like 

CAMPER AT 
FT. PICKENS 
SIGHTS UFO 

By Carole Baker 

beams were coming from it. " 
Beverly told me "it looked like 
beams were coming from it and 
connecting it with some other 
object in the sky, but I could not 
see the other object." She esti
mates that the object was out over 
the Sound and was visible in her 
field of view, high above the 
trees. "It began to rise in a jerky 
motion from left to right" Beverly 

It had been a restless night for states, "we watched it between 
Bev~rJy Pilcher of Mobile. While thirty and forty-five minute s 
camping at Ft. Pickens recently, before the sunlight washed it out 
she had been awakened often by of the sky." There was no sound 
the stirring of a small animal in associated with this sighting . 
the vicinity of her campsite. She Bev~rly'-s experience was shared 
had finally taken to laying outside b11 ftve ofitle ttooa~en w1th 
beneath the stars and had seen who rn!fle was camping.. Two o lh .. 
several meteors streak across the er~ ~mafned &steep d ufing UJe 
sky. At approximately 4:00 a .m. event. 
on Saturday, July 8th, she caught 
sight of a "meteor" that was To report a sighting call the 
behaving strangely. It streaked Pensacola/Gulf Breeze MUFON 
across the sky, then slowed and ~otline at 438-3261. For infor:ma
began descending straight down. tlOn on the 1995 ProJect 
It then made a sharp right turn Awareness Conference to be held 
and continued slowly west. It then October 20-22 • please call 
stopped completely and Beverly (904)432-8888. K eep Look1ng 
could see that it was extremely Up! 
bright and appeared to be two 12 
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Erin McKav 
Staff Reporter 

If human beings are to 
survive, we must learn to 
advance our spirits as well 
as our technologies. 

tions. 
Born in Czechoslovakia in 

1957, Crystal is now a 
Vancouver-based contractor 
whose goal is to educate 
people about extra terrest
rials and their reason for 
visiting Earth. 

of realities. When people 
enter them, "your reality 
changes slightly [and] just 
plays little tricks on you," 
Crystal said. 

Crystal said he himself ex
perienced such a shifting of 
space and time when he 
drove into Langley to pick up 
parts for his car. 

~ Ll"l 

That is the message extra 
terrestrials are trying to give 
us through sightings, crop 
circles, and abductions, 
according to UFO researcher 
George Crystal. 

The ETs may even be 
visiting the planet via Lang
ley, according to Crystal, 
who said this area is a 
"window" through which the 
alien craft can travel 
through as a "short-cut." 

Such a phenomenon is 
occuring in Langley, he be
lieves, but cautions residents 
not to be alarmed: "There is 
not a Bermuda Triangle in 
Langley," he said, only a 
"weaker fabric of time and 
space." 

Because the vortex is a 
"shortcut between time and 
space," Crystal said alien air
craft could materialize and 
dematerialize through the 
window over Langley. 
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"They are letting us know 
we are not alone," said Crys
tal, a self-proclaimed psychic 
and director of UFO-Europe
N orth American Study 
Group, a telephone hotline 
where people can report 
UFO activity and abduc-

Crystal said there are a 
number of different dimen
sions which effect time and 
space, and harmonic dimen
sions can result in a variety 

Crystal said he has re
ceived two separate reports 
of people driving in one 
direction near their Langley 
homes, then "Bang, find 
themselves going north, five 
miles from where they were." 

T CLOVERDALE 
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~ i UFO sighting reported 
u 0 
~ u By Tom Zytaruk 

u ~ STAFF REPORTER 

j:IQ Have little green men landed in 
~ 1¥ Cloverdale? 
~ u Surrey's first substantial UFO sighting of 
'"' Ll"l the year was logged at 10 p.m. Sunday by a ~ four Whalley residents driving home from a 

fishing trip. They were heading along 
Highway 10 in their pickup truck, somei 0 where between Cloverdale and Newton, 
when they noticed two bright lights in the 

~ ~ sky, hovering to the south. 
a! The objects stayed about 75 to 100 feet 
55 from the ground. 

"They were soccer-ball sized, maybe a 
little smaller," said a female witness, who 

asked not to be named. "We don't want our 
friends to think we're weird," she explained. 

The quartet watched the UFOs for about 
15 minutes, passing a set of binoculars 
between them. 

"I was scared," said the woman. "It was 
like a halogen light. When they flew away, 
they'd be blinking red and blue. ''Then I 
turned around, and there was one over our 
truck," she said. It zipped away when she 
screamed. 

The area, also known as the "Surrey
Delta UFO corridor," is a hotbed for sight
ing strange craft. 

Dozens of sightings and UFO abductioq 
reports have been logged here over the past 
20 years. 

MID-DEVON ADVERTISER, England - Feb. 3, 1995 

But those who spot UFOs 
should not be scared, said 
Crystal, who saw a UFO 
himself as a teenager. "They 
should always be taken as 
big brothers and sisters," he 
said. "They are here to assist 
in our spiritual develop
ment." 

According to Crystal, "All 
sightings are planned 
events" meant to trigger 
remembrances of past lives 
and to assist human beings 
spiritually. · 

"If our society means to 
survive the next 50 years, we 
have to advance our soul 
level or we perish. It's that 
simple," Crystal said. 

But surface changes such 
as switching political parties 
aren't enough, said Crystal. 
He advises each individual to 
"change yourself and elevate 
yourself' by · overcoming 
fears, reading, and filling the 
mind with scientic and 
religiQus thought. 

Although there is very 
little physical evidence to 
support the existence of 
UFOs, Crystal believes "we 
have to come to new scien
tific ways" and accept ideas 
without needing concrete 

UFO sightings lead 
her to write book 

AN Ashburton woman, whose sighting 
of three UFOs on Dartmoor as a 
schoolgirl has never left. her, is plan· 
ning to write a book on Devon 'flying 
saucer' observations. 

the second was like an inverted letter T, lit 
blue and red. and the third was saucer
shaped, lighted and spinning like a cather
ine wheel. 

EVENING TELEGRAPH, Derby, England- Feb. 21, 1995 

Ruth Sutherland - now a trained cal
ligrapher and part-time care assistant -
spotted a trio of objects over Poundsgate 
at 9pm on Augu$t 19, 1980, and wants to 
hear from people with similar experi
ences. 

'It was the most spectacular and yet the 
most frightening experience I have ever 
encountered,' she said this week. 

Sixth sighting of UFO 
UFO experts have launched an inves
tigation after a sixth report of an uni
dentified triangular ~:raft over Derby. 

and made a humming sound. 
Pauline said: "When I first saw the 

glowing lights I thought - it's one of 
them. It was definitely a UFO." 

She was with a friend when they saw the 
three 'huge' objects travelling west towards 
Dart meet. 

Spate of slghtings 
'I had not really thought anything about 

their existence before this.' 
The episode was logged by the British 

UFO Society at the time - one of a spate of 
UFO sightings in South Devon in 1979 and 
1980. 

Paul ine Cooper ((28) and her sister 
Margaret (22) were in Pauli ne' s house 
on Derward Close, Allenton, when 
they saw the craft through the patio 
window. 

Retired aeronautical engineer Omar 
Fowler of the Phenomena Research 
Association, llkeston, said he was 
convinced by the sighting - which 
occured at 6.30pm on February 13. 

Their report - detailed in this paper at the 
time - said the first UFO was cigar-shaped 
with flashing lights around its perimeter. 

· Anyone wanting to contact Miss 
Sutherland can <lo so, care of 12 West 
Street, Ashburton. 

They watched it for about six min
utes as it hovered low over the house 
before whizzing away. It had flashing 
~.:o l oured lights in a di amond pattern 

He said: "We are currently inter
viewing witnesses and gathering 
data." 
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Strange sightings 
leave folk baffled 

Ob STHANGfo; objects travelling at incredible 
~ s peeds have been seen in the skies over 

O xfordshire . 

.Q f)- Day veteran Mr Patrick Churchill was 
1-1 driving his son back to Oxford when he 
~ noticed a dazzling green sphere racing across 
~ the sky . 

Mr Churchill , 70. from Newland. Witney was 
~ travelling along Farmoor Road when they 
~ were as tounded to see a fiery green. round 
~ shaped object with a lon·g tail tearing across 

the sky in the direction of Oxford . 
Mr Churchill. who describes himself as seep· 

tical. said: "" Although the sky was hazy I could 
see this incredible object travelling much 
faster than any aeroplane. it was certainly no 
meteor . 

·· 1 have usually given the unexplained a sci· 

By JUSTIN COLLEDGE 

entific explanation but in this case I have no 
answers 

Aller dropping his son off in Oxford. Mr 
Churchill drove to Kidlington police station to 
tell the duty officer what he saw last Tuesday 
evening . 

He said: ··1 told the police that I was a born 
sceptic but nevertheless I wanted them to 
record what I had seen . " 

On Friday morning. an Oxford secretary 
who wishes· to remain anonymous. said she 
saw a long thin grey object with two flashing 
lights hovering motionless. high above Becket 
Street near Oxford railway station . 

··1 could see the object clearly. it looked like 
a thick grey line . It was just hovering without 
any obvious means . 

·· 1 turned away for a couple of seconds to 
check my rear mirror and when I looked back 
the object had changed shape slightly, with a 
bulge towards one end . 

··1 was so engrossed by the sight of this 
thing that I almost had an accident . I feel 
slightl y ridiculous talking about what I saw 
but it certainly was not a helicopter . ·· 

Air traffic controllers at RAF West Drayton, 
Middlesex . who cover the Oxford area, said 
their radar systems had reported nothing out 
of the ordinary. 

ITV·s documentary series Network First 
recently highlighted an incident involving a 
camera crew who were making a film at 
Enstone. near Chipping Norton . 

They filmed what was believed to be a UFO 
travelling at great speed. suddenly stopping. 
hovering and then disappearing altogether . 

proof. 
In the meantime, Crystal 

predicts there will be in
creased UFO sightings in the 
next year, which should be 
taken as a sign of "encour
agement that other cultures 
made it." 

"People should be told to 
watch their skies," he said. 

~ Mystery 
i lights 
~ seen in 
~ 

~ the sky 
~ at night 
...:l MORE sightings of UFOs 
~ have been reported over 
:£ Humberside. 
>< The latest UFO was seen by 
~ at least six people as they 
< surveyed the sky between 
c= 12.19am and 12.30am on 

Tuesday. 
At frrst Geoffrey Ford of 
Victoria Avenue, Hull, 
thought the strange lights 
were helicopters. 
"I played the devll's 
advocate with myself trying 
to prove that it couldn't 
possibly be a UFO, but 
when I tried to think of 
what it could be I came 
unstuck." 
When his wife returned 
from her nursing job at . 
Castle Hill Hospital she said 
a colleague had seen a 
similar sight. 
The third sighting was at 
the same time on Cradley 
Road, off Priory Road. 
The woman UFO spotter, 
who wants to remain 
anonymous, was exercising 
her dogs in the garden. 
"The lights seemed to hover 
in the distance but there 
was absolutely no sound," 
she said. 
The most unusual sighting 
was by Mrs Carol Kennedy 
Cooper of Laughton Road, 
Beverley. 
"It was long object with a 
row of lights along its side 
and was moving very 
slowly. There was no sound 
and after passing in front of 
me and my husband it 
moved away," she said. 
Debbie Rushton from 
Orchard Road, Skidby, 
spotted two bright lights 
moving towards her house 
at 12.19am - seven minutes 
later they diSappeared. 
Mr Chris Lawson, a 
member of the British UFO 
Research Association, said 
these are classic sightings. 
"There is absolutely no 
connection between these 
people and yet they all 
made sightings of UFOs," 
he said. 
"It 's getting very 
interesting over 
Humberside at the moment 
with the increase in 
sightings, it could be 
leading to something." 
Humberside Airport and 
RAF Leconfield reported no 
flights from their bases on 
Tuesday night. 
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Com circle researcher 
Busty goes Dutch 

ANDOVER'S leadiq com circle and Interest bas grown with the confessed 
UFO researcher, Busty Taylor, 1a enthusiasm of Reg Presley, lead singer 
wtdeDIDI h1a horlzlona, uainl h1a with the famous Troggs, to unlock the 
aldlla u a private pllot. mystery of the circles .. 

With two passengen on lKNu'd he new 
a privately-owned light aircraft to a 
conference on these puzzling 
phenomenons 60 miles east of 
Amsterdam. 

Locally, catch up with all 
developments at Crtcklade Theatre at a 
UFO lecture on 27 May and a second 
event at the end or July. 

Last year 2D com circles were reported 
in Holland and Unka with Dutch 
researchers wtll be maintained. In 
addition, Busty hopes to fly into 
Germany to make important connections 
with enthusiasts. 

~~~.mftel~mm~.has 
already . started with Busty warning 
amateur searchers always to respect 
farmers' wishes on access to land. 

Preas coveraae ol the com ctrcles 
.nationally 11 1ncreas1Da with Busty 
appeartna on televtaton and cable ahowa. 

And 1f you made any s1ghtings of a 
poasible UFO over Goodworth Clatford 
about a fortnight ago do get him touch 
with him with descriptions, telephone 
01264 324496. 

NELSON LEADER, Burnley, England - Jan. 20, 1995 

CRAIG SPOTS 
UFO ABOVE 

GOLF COURSE 
HEAVENS above! 
Sky-watching school
boy Craig Shoebridge 
saw a UFO hovering 
over Marsden Park 
golf course. 

Craig 14, of Linkside 
Avenue, Nelson, had the 
"dose encounter" on 
Wednesday- a day after 
lTV stunned viewers with 
a "Network First" docu
mentary on alien 
visitations. 

He caught sight of the 
strange lights at 8 p.m. 

Transfued, he kept vigil 
for an hour before the 
object disappeared into 
the night. 

Said Park High School 
pupil Craig: "I just saw it 
from my bedroom window, 
it struck me as unusual, 
so I kept watching. 

"It was an oval shape 
with red and green lights. 

It was still but seemed to 
be turning round. 

"Then it slowly went 
higher and higher and dis-

appeared. It wasn't a 
plane - they were flying 
past at speed while this 
hovered. 

"I have never seen any-· 
thing like it before in my 
life, .and my mum thought 
it was amazing. The lights 
were so bright." 

Craig's aunt, Mrs Chris
tine Smith, who lives just 
a few doors away, also saw 
the mystery craft. 

Manchester Airport had 
no reports of stran~e air
borne objects that rught. 

Airport Watch Man
ager, Mr John White, said: 
"We get UFO reports 
about four or five times a 
year, 95% are explainable. 

"I suppose there must 

~~e;~~f·J~t~~:f;~cbF~ 
experiences myself, and 
I'll be sceptical until a lit
tle green man knocks on 
my door." 

REPORTER, Wigan, England - April 20, 1995 

Tales of the unexpected 
WELCOME to the Wigan 
Reporter's new column. Following 
on from the success of the number of 
UFO articles published earlier this 
year we have decided to continue the 
stories and incorporate ghosts, 
ghouls and poltergeists - basically 
anything bizarre, but true! 

To elaborate, this 
new column is open 
to anyone who 
wishes to contact us 
from the area who 
has seen or heard of 
anything supernatu
ral. 

If you have seen a 
UFO, ring in aad tell 
us, if you have spot
ted a ghost -tell us. if 
you have seen any
thing that defies 
explanation, let us 
know. 

The Reporter will 
be working in con
junction with a local 
expert on paranormal 
activities to try and 
offer you an insight 
into some of the 
things that seem 
unexplainable. 

This week's 

account is perhaps the 
most frightening of the 
UFO sightings we have 
had between the pages 
of the Reporter. 

It comes from a 
young lady from Pem
berton who hasn ' t been 
able to sleep since last 
Sunday when together 
with four friends she 
saw something that 
defies explanation. 

Even on the tele
phone, days later the 
WOITijlll's voice was still 
dearly quivering . 
Something had most 
dcfmitely shook her up. 

The five women 
were returning from a 
night out in Southport 
in the C<~IIy hours of 
Sunday morning. They 
were travelling along a 
dual carriageway near 

to Parbold when one of 
them spotted a bright 
light behind some trees 
in a field . 

As they got closer. 
the light became clearer 
and they were soon able 
to make out some kind 
of craft hovering in the 
centre of the field. Their 
description of the craft 
was that it was son of 
translucent and it had 
the most amazing lights 
coming from it. They 
compared iu size to that 
of the roof of a house. 

Frightened by what 
they had sc:en, the 
women were more 
shocked when the craft 
seemingly began to fol
low their car. 

It followed !hem 

closely for about three 
minutes and then shot 
up into the sky at a pace 
(comparable to a quar
ter of a second) the 
women had never seen 
before. 

After a brief time in 
the sky it rocketed back 
down to earth and once 
again took up its posi
tion next to the car. 

The craft was only a 
matter of yards away -
there was no rrustake -
it was not like anything 
they'd ever seen before. 

The following day, 
one of the women tele
phoned Manchester 
Airport to sec if anyone 
else had reponed seeing 
the craft in the area. 
they drew a blank. 

Said the woman: 
"I've never really 
believed in UFOs in 
the past, but what I 
saw that morning has 
made me and my 
friends think. 

"Until you see 
something with your 
own eyes you will 
never believe that 
there are such things 
as UFOs, but having 
been that close to 
something that cer
tainly was not a plane 
or a helicopter makes 
you sit up and take 
notice. 

"You bear stories 
of people being 
llbducted and things 
like that and. after this 
experience I wouldn't 
ignore them. 

"We still don't 
know what it was and 
maybe we never 
will ." 

If you saw any
thing in the vicinity at 
the time or have seen 
anything else that 
might be described as 
extraordinary, please 
contact Jon Peake on 
01942 228000. 

DAILY MAIL, Hull, England - Hay 25, 1995 

Great balls of fire! 
UFOs 
theory 
as huge 
light 
spheres 
hover 
over 
village 
AN EERIE light which lit up 
a village In the early hours 
of a March morning has 
been captured on film. 
It Is the latest of a series of 
potential UFO slghtlngs In 
the county. 
Humbleton man Mr Dave 
Om bier saw two large 
white lights In the sky as he 
returned home at 1 am. 
As the luminous balls 
approached, he ran for his 
camera and caught them 
hovering over his home 
before they moved off 
noiselessly towards 
Aldbrough and the coast. 
The resulting photograph Is 
a little fuzzy but It clearly 
shows the white balls and a 
brilliant white light 
Illuminating the back of Mr 
Ombler's home. 

LIGHT YEARS AHEAD? Dave Ombler's mysterious photogntph. 

these lights, thinking they 
were helicopter search 
lights. 

In the sky. 
Mr Ombler said : "I work In 
a hi-tech environment and I 
don't see how we can be 
the only ones," he said. 
''The lack of any noise was 

what shook me the moat." 
The pictures have been 
examined by Hull UFO 
expert Chris Lawson who 
said: "They are very 
Interesting." 

"Other people have told me 
they have seen similar 
things but nobody can tell 
me what they are," said Mr 
Ombler (47), a fabricator 
with BP Chemicals at 
Saltend. 
"I came home and saw 

"As they got closer and 
closer and 1 saw how much 
light they were throwing 
out, I ran for my camera." 
In January the Hull Dally 
Mall reported how 
photographs of "aliens" 
taken at Sproatley had 
attracted Interest from 
authorities on UFOs. 
Witnesses reported seeing 
giant orange batls hovering 

Mr Lawson Ia a member of 
the British UFO Research 
Association 

Mystery 
] of 1 1ights 
bO 

i in the sky1 

8 DRIVING back to 
c5S Much Wenlock last 

Friday night a young 
:;2 Special Constable and 
'""'oz h1s two friends were 
:: spellbound by a 
.., strange object hanging 

just 100 feet above 
~ them in the sky over 
~ Morville. 
~ It was midnight and 
c::l Darren Rymer, 19, from 

~ ~~l~~~t~~:f:~mt~ebJ!~ 
~ object speckled with red and 

white lights. 
"It was huge and about 

the width of the roadway. It 
hung in the air for a while 
and then sped off in the 
direction of Craven Arms," 
said Darren . 

He was driving two 
friends, who had been drink
ing, home to Wenlock and 
they had just pulled out of 
the lay-by by Morville School 
when they stopped behind 
another car. 

"After the sighting we 
tried to get this car to stop by 
flashing our lights- I think 
it was a woman driver and 

she did not want to stop but 
I know sh4l m\1~ have seen 
it. 

"I thought twice about not 
saying anything, but it was 
an amazing thing - it 
seemed so touchable, so 
solid, as if you could re11ch 
out and touch it." 

They drove back to 
Wenlock where they found 
the police station closed, so 
they telephoned Malinsgate 
to report the encounter. 

"When I told my friend 's 
mum about it I was shaking 
like a leaf, she thought it was 
the drink but I hadn't 
touched any that night." 

No other sightings of the 
craft were reported that 
night, but Darren said a stu
dent from Homer later told 
him he had seen a triangu
lar-shaped craft about the 
same ttme in the sky over 
Wenlock Edge. 

Explanations for the UFO 
can only be speculative: was 
it an alien spa!!ecraft, or 
something from closer to 
home like an airship or the 
new breed of 'stealth' Hpy
planes trying to duck 
beneath radar? 

Darren Rymer has no 
answers - but as he 
watched the red rear light of 
the. black craft's rounded 
back end disappear low over 
the Shropshire countryside 
he was left to wonder, and he 
is still wondering if anyone 
else saw it. 
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has folks 

Secrets of 
UFOs 

..; Regarding W. Woolley's 
QJ letter concerning UFO 
c sightings, I was surprised to 
::l see that one of the sightings 
""'l was in Church Stretton. 

One dark night myself 
and a friend were sitting in 

] ~i hills ~i\~~ ~;;~:il[~: 
E ~E!~il; ~Jir~:.8ao:r;/~! 

CONGLETON CHRONICLE, Cheshire, England - Feb. 3, 1995 

:freaking 
"0 

period of time, got increase ingly louder. I thought it 
0 could have been the radio, so 
u I turned it off, but still the 
gf humming persisted . 

. ..- Intrigued I stepped out of 
""' the car in bewilderment 
Qj scratching my head, when 
:J: like a bolt of lightning, a 

Fright for families 
as mystery plane 
buzzes rooftops 
AFTER two British Airways pilots reported passing "an alien 

craft" over Congleton recently, Alsager residents have spoken of 
another plane taking evasive action and flying perilously cloSe to the 
rooftops of homes. 

ctl 
c 
ctl 
u 

By WENDY LEVANT and ANDREA SCHAFFELER 
Toronto Sun 

The X-Files was still beaming out of TV screens across 
0 Metro on Friday night when a flash in the sky startled 
·~ Deyberth Rivera, 14, and Krishton Little, 12. 
ca But they weren't the only ones who caught sight of an un-

large oval shaped object shot 
~ from behind me heading 
< towards the valley overlook
E-< ing Church Stretton. 
Cl) The object then did, in my 
~ opinion, a spin before shoot
~ ing left diagonally back = towards my position ana 
Cl) then once again going 
~ through the valley. 

A man who lives in Station Road, Alsager, who preferred not to give his 
name, told the "Chronicle" that the residents rushed into the streets when 
they heard a jet plane skimming over the tops of their houses on Thursday. 

.., identified flying object about 9:45p.m. 
c5 Sun reporter Joe Warmington was on the 401 headed for 

0 
Kingston when he saw a green streak hurtling across the 

..., sky. ~ The object made a trian
r!:! gular shaped manoeuvre it 
w• seems and in a right angle 

Said the eye-witness: "It was about 7 p.m. and a jet r-w_e_try_nol_to-ny in the wnc area.• 
100 

aeroplane looked as if the pilot was trying to come down on much in order 10 •prutd the di.•turbance 

top of us. We all ran outside and had a look. The aircraft around". 

had a large jet engine. throttling back. -s!::;w.~~: ~~~ ~~ ~'y.~ 
c "It moved extremely fast and looked like something with e a tail ," Warmington said. 
~ "I have never seen anything like it," said Barb Rush-

hovering over Church 
Stretton itself, as if survey
ing the features or layout of 
the land . 

"It was pretty frightening and alarming. It was so loud =~ :~ !!:i~~-~:f~'<';~~ ~ 
that the whole house vibrated. A major disaster was averted also qUOied a busines.~·· .trange en-
by a hair's breath... counter near the BridcstollC.'O. 

worth, who was staying at Lake Loughborough, near King
z ston. "It was so big and it looked like it was going to land 
~ in the lake." 

'Spectacular flash' ~ 
: Norm Crawford, 33, a TTC driver, also saw "a pretty 
~ spectacular flash" in the sky. 

"It's definitely something I've never seen before," he 
said, describing the bright white flash he saw at about 
the same time at Victoria Park and Lawrence. 

Rivera, who saw the strange object from his balcony at 
Lawrence and Orton Rd., said : "All of a sudden I saw an 
orange light coming out of the sky at an angle going down. 
Suddenly it took a sharp turn, went straight up, swung 
back and fizzled out of the sky." 

But the Canadian Forces Base in Trenton didn't seem too 
alarmed. Capt. Yvon LaRose said it was likely just a me
teorite. 

Robert Garrison, a professor of astronomy at University 
of Toronto, agreed with LaRose's assessment. "The de
scribed observations are consistent with that of a meteor
ite," Garrison said, although he didn't know what to make 
of the gyrations. · 

"A piece of rock the size of 
my fist could have created a 

Ll"'' 

What amazed me was the 
speed of the object and the 
way it manoeuvred, stop
ping and, with bursts of 
lightning speed, making a 
180 degree turn before 
shooting off again. 

A jet takes an average 
seven miles to make a turn 
while this object made 
almost instantaneous turns. 

Before witnessing this 
object I was a confirmed 
sceptic into UFO phenom
ena but one thing I must 
make clear is that I feel the 

f~:c~snk~~~ ~odre a;bo~~ 
UFO phenomena than they 
dare to disclose. 

Aidan Hughes 
Minster ley 

'The previous incident was said 
to have occurred on 6th January, 
and was reported in a tabloid 
newspaper. 

'The pilots of a British Airways 
Boeing 737 reported coming into 
contact with a "bright. lighted 
mystery craft" as they approached 
Manchester Airport at 6.43 p.m. 
'They were travelling from Milan to 
Manchester at at height of 4,000 
feeL 

1bc:rc has DOt yet been an official 
explanation ror that sighting. 

A s~ for the Civil Aviation 
Autbclrity said be believed that the air
craft witncssed Dying low over Alsagcr 
was problbly ol military origin, possi
bly an R.A.P. a Arncrican transport 
plane. 

"It is difficult 10 specify wbal type 
of plane it WM from the information we 
have. The bigger the ain:raft. the lower 
it looks. It is almost impossible to judge 
beigbts," said the spokesman. 

The C.A.A. contacted Manchester 
Airport regarding the incident. and 
were told that there was no record ol 
any aircraft nying over there at that 

period ol time, ind that it - outside 
controlled ainpace. 

It confinned the C.A.A.'s belief that 
the plane sigblel:t ,must have '-' a 
miliwyain'raft. 

Mr. Dale Donovan. of the R.A.P.'s 
Strike Command at High Wycombe, 
told the "Chronicle" that be had 
tracked tbc planes down as three 
Tornado strike aircraft. 

They were Dying from R.A.P. 
CoUesmore in Leicestershire on a 
routine training 10t1ee. 

"We have Hanicrs, Tornados and 
Jaguan, which ate twinned jet aero
planes like the one de=ibcd. The rules 
for low Dying restrict aircraft Dying at 
night to SOO feet. 

"The crews arc briefed to avoid 
built-up areas, blat they cannot avoid 
everyone, for there ate people every
where. Low nying i• an essential part of 
training for air crew•. 

"Air crews need frequent practice 
involving low nying. which wa.< 
illu.~trated in the Gulf War, when our 
pil015 were ~uired to ny a~ low a~ 30 
feet during thCJr strike.~ .. 

·'It is inevitable that you are going 
to cau.o;e .orne di~urbance at low level. 

fireball and it would appear 
greenish or orangish." 

He described the occur
ence as "very common." 

~ • Research Centre issues invitation for weekend lesson on sightings 

Residents 
spy UFOs i Man watches 'UFO' 

I 

A SPACESHIP straicht 
c out of the movies and 
m strange lights were 
1-1 among a series of UFO 

.~ o sightlngs reported by 
1-1 Z Melburnians at the 
o ,.. ~ weekend. 
~ - The Chamoun famliy, 

I head for Far Cotton 
·~ of Templestowe, claim 
> ~ they saw a UFO bigger 

u than a jet airliner hover
QJ ing just metres above 
l=l Ll"'' their Shaun Crt house on 

g ~ Fr:::: ~:r~~ Chamoun 
~ said she heard a loud 
~ .; whirring noise at 8.45pm 
.., N and looked outside to see 

a "flying saucer". 
~ !:; "It sounds outrageous 

Cl) ~ ~ru::rt 1~~~ b1't:.e.~~~ 
b Chamoun said. 
~ Mr Ross Dowe, of the 
~ National UFO Report 

~ :!f~ :~hct~~J ::~~~!: 
ceived from Temple· 
stowe on Friday night. 

t:l 
0 ..., 
i LIGHTS In the sky caught 
..c the attention of a Northamp
t ton man who Is convinced 
~ he has seen extra-terrestrial 

activity. 
ag John Franks, of Kingsthorpe, 
u spotted the strange hovering 
~ sphere from the window of his 
~ Eastern Avenue home on Sunday 

at around 1pm. 
~ He said: "There was a white 
u light going across the sky in 
~ Kingsthorpe and it was heading 
~ towards Far Cotton." 
::c " It was definitely not a plane 
u 

or a helicopter but it was circular 
like a disc and travelling quite 
fast but not very high." 

This UFO experience did not 
frighten Mr Fr;mks, who has seen 
this sort of thing before in 1964 
when he lived in Westbridge. 

"It was about Spm on a Novem
ber evening and I saw an object in 
the sky which was round with a 
dome on the top," he said. 

"This time I wasn't worried 
about what I saw but I just wan
dered if anyone else had seen it. 
There is defmitely something out 
there," he said. 

OAK BAY NEWS, Victoria, B.C., Canaaa- May 19, 1995 CR: G. Conway 

Sue Pollock, secretary of 
Northamptonshire UFO Research 
Centre (NUFORC), said there had 
been several sightings in the 
county in the past month. 

"A man in Rushden saw some
thing which matches Mr Franks' 
description about three weeks 
ago. 

"We have also had other·sight· 
ings on the A45 towards Welling
borough," she added. 

The group is keen to hear from 
myone who thinks they may have 
seen a UFO. Contact Sue Pollock 
on Northampton 785637. 

REGIONAL NEWS 

It's a bird, it's a plane, oh, just another UFO 
Human beings and extraterrestrial are on a crash course that's 

hound to end in collision, says the director of the Vancouver Island 
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON). 

Frances Ellis. a retired American psychology professor who 
recently moved to Greater Victoria, says the number of UFO sight
ings worldwide ha~ increa'ied at <m unprecedented rdte over the 
past few years, a sign she takes a~ UFOs "doing everything they 
can to attract our attention." lllerc arc 5,400 MUFON members 
worldwide and six in Greater Victoria 

""There is some sort of climax in our relationship approaching, 
claims Ellis, citing crop circle bUJi!S, which UFO experts now 
believe to be some sort of advanced mathematics, cattle mutilations 
that are apparently so precise no human could do them and more 

··report~ of abductions by aliens a<; proof of her concern. No fan of 
the beings from outer space, Ellis says she wishes they would just 

go away. "I don't feel at all friendly towards them." 
Tile U.S., Canadian and British governments do their best to 

cover up anything to do with UFO sightings, she believes, adding 
other countries, such as France, have their own intelligence uniL5 
dedicated to UFO activity. 

Originally from Wa<>hington, D.C., Ellis says she lived between 
three military <Y_r ba'ieS- the most popular area for UFO activity. 

·And wfille the subject of UFOs challenges Hollywood sex 
scandals as one of the most common features on the front pages of 
tabloid newspapers, Ellis refutes the claim that only uneducated 
people believe in them. The highest percentage of believers is actu
ally among university graduates, she claims. Asked how she weeds 
out respondent<; whose stories of UFOs and abductions exist main
ly in their own imaginations, Ellis says she has certain questions 
she asks as "hidden validators" to discern who's lying. But, she 

adds, few people call her 
with invented stories since 
MUFON neither certifies 
nor publicizes their stories. 

The intensity of emotion 

when recounting stories of '--------'-'---' 
abductions and certain 

Frances 
Ellis 

common elements related to being taken aboard a ship for medical 
exan1s are other indicators, she says. 

Her only Vancouver Island sighting so far has been in 
Nanaimo at the tip of Newcastle Island, when a woman 
called her at 3:30a.m. to report that a yellow-orange UFO 
had landed on the beach. Ellis would like others with way 

out there reports of UFO sightings or abductions to call 
her at 388-0194. 
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Bestselling academic: Mack and his controversial book 

~ Harvard heretic 
gives visiting 

aliens earth cred 
ELIZABETH HIBBS was 
reading in bed at her .home in 
Kentucky when she suddenly 
found herself being beamed 
up into a spaceship. Sur· 
rounded by allen beings 
known In extraterrestrial cir
cles as Little Greys, she was 
asked telepathically If she 
would like to donate some 
blood, writes James Adams. 

When she replied she was 
afraid of needles, the aliens, 
each about Sft tall with 
pointed heads, large almond 
eyes and a polite, clinical man· 
ner, returned her to her bed. 

Hibbs found it difficult, 
even in America, to find any· 
one to listnl and not laugh. 
Then along came John Mack, 
a Pulitzer prize-winning Har· 

'The Little 
Greys are 

scientists and 
their mission 
is research ~ 

vard.PSychiatrist and founder 
of the Center for Psychology 
and Social Change at the Har
vard Medical School. 

He has made the aliens and 
their sexual habits the subject 
of a sympathetic investigation 
in a bestselling volume that 
has caused a sensation in 
American academe. The book 
is at the centre of a bitter row 
that has divided the hallowed 
institution of Harvard, which 
some accuse Mack of bringing 
into disrepute by dignifying 
the absurd with academic 
research. 

It was in 19.90 that Mack 
first came into contact with 
people who claimed they had 
been abducted. Their tales 
were extra·ordlnary. There 
was Dave, a Pennsylvanian 
healthcare worker, who was 
levitated into a spaceship, had 
a long probe Inserted in his 
anus and was forced to donate 
sperm to the aliens. Other 
males provided Identical ac· 
counts and females described 
having their eggs removed. 

"These people suffered 
from no psychiatric disorder 
and were reporting with 
powerful emotion · what to 
them were utterly real experi
ences," Mack wrote."l was 
dealing with a phenomenon 
that I felt could not be ex· 
plalned psychiatrically, yet 
was simply not possible ·wtthin 
the framework or the western 
scientific world view." 

Mack discovered that those 
abducted by aliens believe 
that there Is a parallel world 
of _people with a different 
agenda from humans. As well 
as the Little Greys, who are 
allen "'sclentlstsh , there are 
the Pleiadiens, who look like 

humans (Terrins), except they 
hav~ silver eyes. 

"The Little Greys are ba
sically scientists and their mis
sion Is research," explained 
Hibbs, a retired journalist, 
whose experiences led her to 
establish the Society for Uni
versal Thought, a support 
group for those who have had 
contact with aliens. 

Mack found such accounts 
compelling and became suf
ficiently convinced of their 
veracity to engage in pro
tracted research. The result 
was Abduction: Human En
counters with Aliens, which 
became a bestseller. Apart 
from making Mack rich, he 
has become an iCon to the 
growing "I was abducted by a 
space allen" community, and 
has made regular appearances 
on television chat shows. 

Harvard was astounded 
that one of Its respected 
professors could take such a 
bizarre subject so seriously. 
Perhaps, too, some were jeal
ous or the fame and riches his 
research earned him. 

Daniel Tosteson, dean of the 
Harvard Medical School, set 
up a committee to Investigate 
whether Mack had conducted 
his investigation to Harvard's 
exacting scholarly standards 
and whether he was exploiting 
his subjects. 

The committee conducted 
more than 30 Interviews, In· 
eluding several with Mack. Its 
draft report acknowledged 
Mack's right to Investigate 
anything he wanted but at
tacked his methods. The re
port said Mack should have 
tried to get his work published 
in an academic journal after it 
had been reviewed by his 
peers. Mack says his work was 
reviewed but no responsible 
journal would publish his 
findings. 

The dean has to decide what 
to do about Mack: his options 
range from ending Mack's 
tenure at Harvard to praising 
his courage for Investigating 
such a controversial subject. 
Mack's colleagues want blood 
and the dean will have to take 
action. That Is one reason why 
the professor has hired two 
lawyers. 

"This case will define the 
parameters for discussion or 
Ideas at unlversltles,~ ' said 
Roderick MacLeish, one of 
Mack 's lawyers. "If John 
Mack can be suppressed, 
what's next? There's no em
pirical proof that God exists, 
so why should all the profes
sors In the theology depart
ment be able to talk about 
God?" 

Whatever the dean's de
cision, Mack has provided 
thousands of Americans who 
believe In aliens with the one 
thing they have been search
Ing for: credibility. 

SOMERSET COUNTY GAZETTE. Taunton, England - May 12, 1995 

e SUMMER SIGHTINGS EXPECTED TO EQUAL 1994 

Getting set 
for another 
UFO blitz 

8J IIRS1Y SENIOR 
FLYING saucer experts ~ 
are bracing themselves for 1 
a summer of sightings •---------,.......J 

ing. We have had quite a 
lull for some time - April 
is a notoriously bad month 
- but things have started 
to pick up again." 

equal to that in 1994 when 
Taunton earned itself a 
reputation as a 'UFO 
hotspot'. 

The calls have already 
started trickling in to the 
Stoke St Gregory based 
UFO Research and lnvesti· 
gation Network and spokes· 
man Sue Hembury-Kellow 
reckons it could be the start 
of something big. 

Last year Taunton be
came a Mecca for UFO en· 
thusiasts when more than 
300 people claiming to have 
seen strange lights in the 
sky called the network's 24-
hour hotline. 

Sue said that although 
most of the sightings were 
later found to be astrologi
cal phenomenon, military 
exercises or genuine mis· 
interpretat ions, no less than 
70 defied explanation. 

And more than 40 of those 

occurred in Taunton and 
Wellington. 

This week Sue received a 
call from a man who lives 
on the Quantock Hills, who 
awoke at 4 am during the 
hot, muggy night of May 2. 
As he opened a window he 
saw a strange triangular· 
shaped body of light hover· 
ing in the sky. 

He grabbed his binoculars 
and has even taken a photo 
of the object, which he 
watched for some time. 

The following night a 
couple in Norton Fitzwarren 
claim to have made a simi· 
Jar sighting - again, it was 
triangular and it changed 
colours before shooting off 
very fast . 

Sue said: "Something cer· 
tainly appears to be happen-

IS the 'Sinfin trian
gle' a new type of 
aeroplane? Could it 
be influenced by the 
energy fields known 
as ley-lines? 

ByOUVER 
NIESEWAND 

Last year's sightings peak 
came in june when 27 calls 
remained unexplained. 

Now the network wants 
to gather statistics to find 
out a few extra-terrestrial 
facts. 

And it will be holding 
street surveys throughout 
the county during the sum
mer, starting in Taunton on 
Saturday, to see if British 
people hold with the view 
of 80 per cent of Americans 
that bizarre, unexplained 
objects exist. 

0 THE network's 24·hour 
hotline is on Taunton 
(01823) 491068. 

had nine or ten lozenged 
shaped lights which were 
slightly triangular in a V
shapc along its underside. 

The Express front page 
story on the mysterious ob
ject invited an enthusiastic 
response. anything I'd seen before." 

Mr s rang in to tell us be One witness saw the tri-

"So when the report of 
the. sighting was in the Ex
press, it confirmed to my 
family and friends ~t I'd 
seen what I said I'd seen." 

Mr A.S. wrote to say 
~t Sinfm is believed to 
be on a ley-line, which 
was once marked by a 
stone circle and asks if 
there might be "a link be
tween the possible UFO 
sighting and the 'earth 
power' from the site where 
the stone circle was." 

He said: ''There were 
no buibs, just panels like 
light-boxes. 

saw a triangle four years angle hovering above Spi
ago ncar Spondon. dcr Bridge, Allenton, on 

He said: "I saw it one March 16 • the same day 
winter evening just as it · the mother and child in our 
bad got dark. A group of report witnessed the object. 
lights in a triangular for- The eye witness said: 
mation passed low at a "Hovering high over the 
very low speed over my bridge was the triangle 
bouse. with lights. 

'There was a dcfmite 'There were cars behind 
impression of shape - the me and one vehicle to !he 
stars were obscured be- right of me. I couldn't pas· 
tween the lights so it must sibly be the only pcrron to 
have been solid. have seen it. 

The lights were not "I waited to sec if any-
spectacular but they were one had reported a sight
bright. It did not relate to ing, but no joy. 

ENCOUNTER 
He is interested to know 

whether the Belgian trian
gle, as seen in Hcusy, was 
also sighted ncar a stone 
circle si te. 

Mr H had a very close 
encounter on March 16 
when a large triangular 
craft flew overhead. 

''The light was ordinary 
and straightforward like 
you might sec inside the 
cabin of the plane. They 
illuminated the plane it· 
self, rather than anything 
exterior like the ground. 

''The light was surpris
ingly bright · enough to 
obscure the outline of the 
plane. There were no navi
gation or landing lights 
that I could sec. 

"I didn't thinlc it so pc· 
culiar, but if it was an air
liner it wasn't like one 
I've ever seen before. 

EVENI NG CHRONICLE, Oldham, Engl and - Jan. 20, 1995 
He was returning from 

holiday on the ·road from 
Willington to Swarkcston 
bridge when he saw "what 
looked like a delta-winged 
aircraft", at 5.15am. 

"You could hear a jet 
noise, but it was very loud 
and powerful sounding. 

"We saw another air
craft, possibly the same 
one, a little later, circling 
in towards East Midlands 
airport. It was much fur
ther away this time and 
had ordinary navigation 
lights." 

I ; 6" I ;u I i'jJ ;a ;w iVttZrt ,, n. , ... , ... ~~llllttlllf ... Jlll!lllf~,-
A CURIOUS new lroide out 
next week puts Ol<lham well 
up among the leaders in at 
least one 11eld: UFOs. 

Peter Hough, for years a 
Warrington-oased equivalent 
of those two investigators on 
TV's "The X-Files",llas writ
ten many books on 
hauntings and UFOs and his 
latest is a layman's touring 
lroide to the haunted bits of 
Britain, ("Supernatural 

Britain", PiatkU3 Books, 
£13 ). 

In the chapter on South· 
West England (don't ask me 
why) he suggests that Old· 
ham is one of a number of 
top "window areas" for 
sightings of things that shine 
brlghUy in the night. 

He cites the Seventies 
"phantom helicopter", a 
silent but highly 
manoeuvrable object seen 

over the Pennines, and three 
local examples: 

e On Hartshead Pike in 
May, 1973, a young couple 
saw a flying dome-shaped 
object emitting red~ green 
and white lights beiore mov
ing off. 

e In January, 1975, a group 
of children playing in Upper· 
mill noted a "disc of yellow 
light with a red light on top. 

It swooped quite low and 
made a lumuning sound". 
e And in Lees a few days 
later a glider pilot (glider 
pilot? Lees?) saw a lildlt sur
rounded by other ditfUsed 
lights, moving below the 
horizo_nJ which disappeared 
sudderuy. 

Spooky stu1J indeed. If it 
makes you scared to go out 
at night, you could stay in 
with a good book. A dl.flerent 
one. 

He and his passenger 
got out and watched it fo r 
three or four minutes. It 

SUFFOLK FREE PRESS, Sudbury, England - Jan. 26, 1995 

UFO encounter for pensioner 
A CLOSE encoun ter w ith 
two unidentified fl ying ob
jects has strengthen e d a 
Sudbury pensioner's convic
t io n th at t h ere is l i fe on 
other planets. 

Seventy-th ree-year-ol d Ron 
Herbert saw one object which he 
later admitted could have been an 
aircraft - but this sighting was fol
lowed immediately by another in-

by PAT BRAY 

explicable shape which suddenly 
zipped across his line of sight at 
phenomenal speed. 

Mr Herbert described how he 
was walking down Cats Lane . 
Sudbury, towards Cornard Road at 
about 6.35pm on Thursday when 
he noticed a noiseless. brilliant 
white light moving very slowly 

from south to north. 
As he stopped at the junction 

with Elm Road and the object re
ceded into the distance he noticed 
it was displaying flashing red and 
green lights in ad dition to the 
white light. 

He watched what he agree d 
could have been an airplane disap
pear ... but was suddenly startled 
by a hazy blue spherical shape 
which shot past him below rooftop 

level travelling from east to west. 
"It was so fast that by the time I 

turned my head it was just a pin· 
point of light in the distance," he 
said. 

"Despite the lack of sound and 
the brilliant white light I could be 
persuaded the fi rst object was an 
aircraft. 

"But the second was no figment 
of my imagination or an excess of 
the hard stuff- I'd only had a cup 

of tea! I'm a student of modern air
craft and there is no logical expla
nation for it. 

"If the Ministry of Defence is 
hiding detai ls of some exotic fly
ing object capable of such incredi
ble speed in complete silence per
haps they should tell us all. 

"I wasn't scared, but it just con
firmed my belief in the existence 
of some form of life 'ou t there'. 
which is capable of what we can 

only dream of. 
"To me, the denial of any life 

anywhere else in the universe and 
beyond it is monumental arrogance. 

"It had been rain ing only 
mi nutes before and was very 
cloudy. so what I saw had nothing 
to do with a recent explanation of 
lights seen by people in the Bures 
Road caravan park - namely that 
they were aircraft on refuelling ex
ercises over the North Sea." 
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The Texarkana ghost light 
Folks in Texarkana tell a story of a myster

ious ghost light that has been observed for 
well over a century, a light that appears at a 
second-floor window of an old Civil War-era 
home. The current residents of the house, it is 
said, have seen the light on numerous occa
sions but never been bothered by the ghost. 
Th~ story surrounding the ghost light has 

its origins in the War Between the States. 
While serving in a fighting unit in Tennessee, 
a young Confederate soldier from Texarkana 
received a message that his family's home
stead had been attacked by jayhawkers who 
killed his mother and father. When the sol
dier's request for leave to return home was re
fused, he simply deserted his infant:r:Y co~
pany one night and walked the entire dis
tance home. 

The two-story frame house was one of only 
a few of its type that existed in this area at the 
time and was considered quite distinctive. It 
was nearly midnight when the soldier arrived 
at the home where he was born and raised. He 
entered the dark, quiet structure, lit a lan
tern and began to search about. He found no
thing amiss until he reached his parents' bed
room, a second-floor room facing the road. 

There, splattered across the hardwood floor, 
were bloodstains. 

Realizing at once that his mother and 
father had indeed been killed , the soldier, 
still holding the lantern, withdrew his belt 
knife and plunged it deep into his own heart, 
killing himself instantly. 

Several days later, a neighbor chanced to 
be passing by the house late one night. Glanc
ing up at the second-floor window, he spotted 
what he described as the dim glow of a lan
tern, suggesting someone was moving about 
inside. On investigating, he found the body of 
the dead soldier with the lantern lying 
nearby. Curiously, the lantern was cold and 
had. not been lit in several days. 

Believing that the room was haunted, the 
neighbor fled from the house and reported the 
incident to authorities. 

Three months later, Amon Sandefur and 
his young wife were returning along the road 
to their home late one night when they hap
pened to pass by the two-story house. Glanc
ing up at the second floor window, Sandefur 
saw a pulsating glow as if from a dying lan
tern. Recalling the house had been empty for 
some time, Sandefur stopped the wagon, 

pulled his rifle from the back, and went to 
inv~stigate . 

On arriving at the second-floor room from 
which the light had shone, Sandefur was 
greeted by an eerie silence and a darkness 
broken slightly by the light of the half moon 
shining in the window. Calling out, he re
ceived no response. Glancing down at the 
floor, Sandefur could see the blood-splattered 
floor in the moon's light. 

Since that time, the mysterious ghost light 
has been observed in the second-floor window 
hundreds oftimes by people passing by on the 
nearby road. The light has appeared on clear 
nights as well as cloudy, and is seen only ar
ound midnight. 

(Columnist Jameson is compiling a book on 
tales of Arkansas ghosts. spirits. hauntings. 
and monsters. If you have a story you would 
like to contribute please send it to W.C. Jame
son in care of this newspaper.) 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Curl Jameson is an associate professor 
of geography ut the University ofCentrul Arkansas and an au
thor. llis coluum uppeurs Oil Mondays and Thursdays in the 
Log Cubin Dem()(:rut.) 

GLOBE, Boston, MA - July 26, 1995 CR: R. Dumas 

London confronts a Cornish cat or canard 
By William Miller 

GLOBE CORRESPONDENT 

LONDON - In Cornwall, the jagged leg 
of England that juts out into the Atlantic, 
myths die hard. 
· Apart from the legend of King Arthur and 

his knights of Camelot, none die harder that 
the myth of the Beast of Bodmin. 

For years, a mysterious creature has 
roamed the wilderness of Bodmin Moor in 
North Cornwall, mutilating sheep and leaving 
giant pawprints as evidence of its presence. 

.farmers say the killer is a big cat - possi
bly a puma or a panther. They have seen it, 
they say, and have taped it from a distance. 

Some say it is a cousin of the Beast of 
Exmoor in neighboring Devon - a creature so 
cun:rling that it evaded a detachment of Royal 
Marine commandos that had been sent to 

capture it in 1983. 
In all, 77 sightings, livestock kills and in

juries have been reported since 1994, a total 
high enough to rouse the concern of the Min
istry of Agriculture, which launched an inves
tigation early this year into the occurrences. 

By all accounts, the six-month investiga
tion was as exhaustive as the title of its final 
report: "The Evidence for the Presence of 
Large Exotic Cats in the Bodmin Area and 
Their Possible Impact on Livestock." 

The conclusion? 
Observing a bureaucratic tradition, the 

men from the ministry were unable to prove 
things one way or another. 

While they indicated that the four sheep 
killings they had investigated had been car
ried out by a less-than-friendly Tiddles the 
Cat or Rover the Dog rather than a giant 
predator, they could not quite disprove the 

existence of the Beast. 
The report, issued last week, met with un

diluted Cornish scorn. 
"This report is an expensive joke," said 

Rosemary Rhodes of Ninestones Farm, who 
sold all her sheep after 12 were killed in four 
years. "Of course the Beast of Bodmin exists. 
I've seen it and videoed it. These people are 
office workers who know nothing." 

John Goodenough, who runs Goodaver 
Farm with his son Robert and who has lost 12 
sheep and three calves to predators, was 
equally dismissive. 

"We know of two big cats in two different 
areas," he said. "I'd like to catch one andre
lease it in the ministry's office. See how they 
like that for proof." 

Paul Tyler, the local member of Parlia
ment who lives on the edge of the moor, said, 
"If the Sherlock Holmes team from the minis-

try think they have dispelled the mystery, 
they have another thing coming. They have 
only deepened it." 

Even the Times newspaper added its 
weight to the controversy. 

"No cat!" the Times said. "The ministry 
must be joking." 

In an editorial that rang with resonances 
of the American ''Yes, Virginia" column about 
Santa Claus, the paper said, "If the Beast of 
Bodmin Moor did not exist, it would have to 
be invented." 

Recalling the Loch Ness monster, the 
Abominable Snowman, flying saucers and the 
werewolf, the Times· said that the world 
"needs wonders quite as much as it needs sci
entific proofs that wonders do not exist." 

''The real Beasts of Bodmin are the men 
from the ministry who declare that there is no 
such creature." 

COLUMBIAN, Vancouver, WA - July 13, 1995 

Bigfoot tale walks into bookstores 
D Also watch for a 

novelist's sad story of 
a family tragedy 

T
WO NEW BOOKS of special 
interest to local readers 
should be hitting bookstores 

this month. 
"Where Bigfoot Walks: Crossing 

the Dark Divide" <ISBN 0395441145 
$22.95) by Grays Harbor resident 
Robert Michael Pyle is a well-writ
ten, rational account of his own 
search for the elusive beast. 

Mr. Pyle, an eminent naturalist, 
biologist and butterfly expert, seeks 
answers for this ancient mystery by 
hiking across the mountains of 
Washington and Northern Califor
nia; by talking with Indians about 
the creature that has become so 

BOOKMARKS 

By ROGER SULLIVAN 
for The Columbian 

much a part of their legends; and by 
attending Bigfoot conferences held 
by hunters determined to be the 
first to kill what they see only as the 
prize of prizes. 

Mr. Pyle has some encounters 
with the hairy humanoid but none 

of the third kind. Although his evi
dence remains inconclusive, he 
does provide a good read for both 
believers and non believers. 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETIE, Little Rock, AR - Aug. 5, 1995 

Chinese mission fails to find 'Bigfoot' 
BEIJING- Chinese scientists on a publicized two-month expe

dition to find "Bigfoot" have failed to capture it, photograph it or 
find a single footprint, the official Xinhua News Agency reported 
Friday. 

Using luminous compasses, night vision scopes and satellite ori
entation gear, the 30-member delegation obtained "some slim sci
entific evidence," including what it claims are hair samples of the 
creature, the report said. The hunt took place in the Shennongjia 
forest reserve in central China's Hubei province, where Bigfoot 

17 sightings have been reported. 
In the past 70 years, China has recorded 114 sightings of Bigfoot 

in Shennongjia and more than 360 people claim to have seen the 
elusive creature, the report said. <AP) 
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TRIBUNE, Chicago, IL - July 2, 1995 

AP file photo 

Name: Sasquatch (aka Bigfoot) 
Physical characteristics: 
• S1x to 11 feet tall, With a slightly stooped back, a huma n-l ike 
face and brown or black ha1r. 

• We1ghs between 500 and 2,500 pounds. 

• Is e1ther a pr~m1t1ve man or a Glga ntopi!loec'-ls. a large pri
mate which, accord1ng to most sc1ent1sts. vanished from the 
earth more than 300.000 years ago. 

• Smells awful. Bigfoot's stench has been pegged somewhere 
between that of an unbathed human and a dead skunk. 

• Often em1ts a h1gh-p1tched scream that is Inaudible to 
humans. but scary enough to make animals quiver w1th fear. 

Habitat: 
• Has been spotted 1n nea~!y every state, but 1s seen most fre
quently in the Northwest. 

• May m1grate north, from Cailforn1a and Oregon to British 
Columbia, JUSt before the hot months of summer. 

Habits: 
• Nocturnal. 

• Ornntvorous. but doesn 't eat root!:. unless they are washed. 

• May cover 1ts tracks. 

Photo by Richard Cockle 

Name: Peter C. Byrne, 69 
Achievements: 
• Opened Nepal 's first tiger hunting concession; subsequently turned his into 
a wildlife preserve. 

• Has searched for Sasquatch for more than three decades. 

• Has written two books, "The Search for Bigfoot" (Simon and Schuster, 
1975) and "Tula Hatti: The last Great Elephant" (Faber and Faber, 1990). 

Current position: Byrne is the director of the Bigfoot Research Project, an 
Oregon outfit that is conducting the world 's most high-tech monster search. 

What keeps him going: "The challenge of cracking a mystery. [Seeing Big
foot] would be the fulfillment of dreams, of hopes, the culmination of a life's 
work. " 

To tell him about a sighting: Caii800-BIG-FOOT. 

On the trail 
of Bigfoot 

Peter Byrne is trying to make 
his lifelong dream come true: 

He wants to find Sasquatch 
By Bill Donahue 

SPECIAL TO THE TRJBUNE 

Y 
ou feel. the moment you enter Peter Byrne 's home 
in the woods of Oregon , that you have stepped onto 
a BBC film set. 

He re is Byrne, 69 a nd tho roughly Anglo-Saxon. 
dashin g about in a kha ki shir t appointed, a t the n eck, 

w ith a gold ascot. Her e is the book Byrne wrote a bo ut a 
grand elephant h e discovered in the w ilds of Asia. And a ll 
about you--e• ident in the whir of computer s a nd the quick 
bustle of u nderlings---is a great sense of mission . 

·· w e want to find a Bigfoot ," Byrne says. ta king a sPat in 
t hf' kitchPn. As 'H' stares a t you . his w indbeaten brow wrinkles 
a bove his hlue eyP.s. " Idea lly. you could walk toward it a nd. 

h oldin g your ha nd CJUt, s hout. ·t;ood morn
ing~ · 1 wou ldn't want tu hurt it, yc.'U know. 
I'd sim ply like to communicate. 

"If I co ·' ·1 rto tha t .'' Hyrne nrlds quiPtiY. 
·' it wnnJu lJt: the fnl fi llm,.,., t nf cl rr> ;1 Jll~. qf 
hopes. th,. .. ·d liJII..tll u l J ot <l. ht r'" VJt>rk." 
Y"~ . Ylllf may think Sasq u atch is jnsl 

anothPr f::d<P Elvis in a m onkey suit. h ut 
I'Pter Byme most df'cidPdl y d oes n o t. He 
bl'i ievPs be lieves the m yster y is out there 
just waiting for a good man to crar.k it. Ht> 
Jw~ hcli~Vf~d ever since he W<l~ :m 1111agi 
nnti\'C youth in Ire land a nd his fa th r>r tnid 
tum " tori('S of a n "abomin ahle s now1r·an '' 
l!wt hau nted Nepal. e lud ing hum :uh . lid 
c~:uding a tf'rrihle stetlch . 

My father." lw recalls. "aiwnys :-.l id tk 1t 
h1• :mrl I would hi kf' n p tlwre. to -;<>a• .. h. WP 
71"V ~"l' clid. thouv,h. so in l"-17 I WPnt witt ; :1 

frienrl. s tn11ght i•1lo the Hi ntal:1'.''"·" 
Bvrne opt·nPd Nepa l's first ttger huntmg 

!..'O Jl CP ~SICJ!l ctild. W ht~ ll P-w' t- ' ! !l C ' ' lli iid. i t~ · 

tn 1ilPll th1 ·: nowma n . He found snn ~t' f<'Ot 
,il·jn t :-. ·1 nd '-' VP ll i1r l 1Hid l1~\l l \. l i'tll t •i: 1 

lhere was •tothing definiti ve. 
So in 19HO. h e turn e d hi s s ights to 

A merica: he spent ~h ()( ~ 
d eca d es purs uing Sas quat c h 
throu g h the Northwes t. And 
a gain . he attained no absolute 
proof. The best he had on his 65th 
birthday was a plaste1· cast of a 
very large footprint. 

Time was running out. 
But then , in 1992. good lu ck 

struck. Byrne received from Bos
ton's Academy of Applied Science 
a very generous five-year grant. It 
provided enough money to found 
the Bigfoot Research Project. and 
to hire two a ssis tants to help him 
launch the most high-tech mon
s te r sea r ch the world has e ver 
seen --a sear{; h that r e lies on 
poli ce gea r . wildli fe res earc h 18 
"Q uipment. a Jeep, a video cam-
Pril . and, above aU . a phone line. 

(continued on page 19) 
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Byrne has a toll-free number , 
1-800-BIGFOOT, and a dozen or so 
people call in every month to 
report sightings. The old hunter 
takes notes and then, if a sighting 
sounds promising, he rushes off to 
investigate-to peruse the crushed 
twigs or watch witnesses imitate 
the horrible scream. 

Every detail is logged onto com
puters. Eventually, if all goes as 
planned, Sasquatch's migrational 
patterns will become clear, and 
Byrne can jump into a helicopter . 

There are, on standby, two Bell 
206 choppers equipperl with the 
infared sensors used to tra ck 
prison escapees. These would zero 
in on the beast, and Byrne would 
shoot a small dart. The dart 
would loop into the Sasquatch's 
flesh, extracting a small bit of tis
sue-enough to fill up, say, one 
tiny test tube-and ultimately the 
creature would lope off , 
unharmed. 

And the cameras would whir: 
You know the tabloids would be 
there. Indeed, they can't wait. 

Last year, the crew of "Unsol"ed 
Mysteries," an independenl syndl
cated TV show, spent a week with 
Byrne filming a mock Bigfoot 
hunt that was replete with a Hol
lywood stunt man wearing over
sized shoes. 

Byrne has also been covered by 
""Ancient Mysteries," "Sightings," 
and the Australian Broadcast Cor
poration, and newspapers ranging 
from The Hood River News to The 
New York Times. 

The critics are out there 
With all the fame has come crit

icism. For instance, Grover 
Krantz, a Bigfoot believer who 

teaches anthropology at Washing
ton State University, argues that 
Byrne is "a sham, a fake." 

Krantz takes issue mainly with 
Byrne's opposition to killing , 
which evolved after decades of 
watching bumbling tourists mur
der Nepalese tigers. 

"I argue for humane treatment 
too," says Krantz. "But in order to 
attain protection for the 
Sasquatch, we have to prove they 
exist. And Peter knows that the 
only way we can do that is by 
bringing in a body." 

John Green, a retired Canadian 
journalist who has written several 
books on Bigfoot, is even more 
critical. 

"Peter Byrne is a fraud," Green 
says. "He tells the public that 
Sasquatch is near human because 
that's what they like to hear." 

Green is certain that, "if 
Sasquatch is real, he's just an ani
mal." 

But Byrne feels the truth is far 
more complex: He likes to think of 
the creature as a convict. 

"As a child," he explains, "we 
played a game called Convict 99. 
One person was the fugitive. Oth
ers were the police; they tried to 
put themselves in the mind of a 
fugitive. Now we're trying to do 
the same thing. Bigfoot is out 
there, but where? Where is he hid
ing?" 

It's a vast question and, trying 
to answer it, Byrne has forded an 
icy, chest-deep stream on snow
shoes and slept out on winter 
nights with nothing but a small 
flre to warm him. 

He says, "It's like we're trying 
to fmd a needle in a haystack and 
the needle is moving and it 

<1oesn t want to be found: · 
Byrne pauses, so again you look 

into those eyes- those piercing 
blue eyes that have seen the 
slopes of Mt. Everest, the roiling 
waters of the Indian Ocean, the 
charge of the tiger. 

"You know," he says, "we have 
a theory--and it's only a the
ory- that he covers his tracks." 

Not this time 

After a while. the phone rings. 
Some guy has heard weird 
screams in the woods. Byrne has 
said, earlier in the day, that 98 
percent of the reports he gets turn 
out to be "rubbish." But still you 
start hoping . .. Maybe this time .. 

"And what did it sound like?" 
Byrne asks, wandering about the 
kitchen . "Could you pinpoint 
where the screams came from?" 

(ln the back ,)f one's mind, there 
is the sound of the chopper rev
ving. The blades are twirling and 
a beam of light shines down on 
the trees. Wait, something is mov
ing . .. ) 

"I see," Byrne continues. "So 
you can't be any more specific 
than that?" 

This report. sadly, will supply 
nothing new. So, in his courteous 
way, Byrne signs off. 

It 's a portable phone that he's 
using, and he sets it down very 
close at hand. The next call could, 
of course, come in five minutes' 
time. 
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LOCAL CATS c: 
additional eyewitnesses to encounters .. 0 

with a numhcr of str:mge creatures u 
u 

seen hy two persons and reported to 
~ 

r.;; By .John Colebourn 
me at around 2:45 a.m. from Surry Staff Reporter 
County, on May 10. No UFO sight- 1-1 ~ 
ings were reported in conjunction (I) u A bizarre cult is killing cats on Van-
with the appearances of t11e creatures. ~ couver's west side. 
hut I :un seeking any ot11er ohservers 0 Ll"' Mutilated cats are turning up (.) 0'1 
who may have had similar expcri- c: 0'1 between Dunbar and Arbutus from 
enccs on t11is early moming event. C1:l 16th Avenue to 31st Avenue. > 
The reports will remain contidential. c-i They have been cut in half and 

;z; if so re4uired. You may call the blood's been drained from them. 
704-735-5725, no collect calls u >. "Some sort of Satanic group is :z: 
accepted, or write to me, George H ..... doing these mutilations," said Vic 

> :I 
Fawcett, at 602 Datlleground Road. 

~ 
..., Warren of the city pound. 

lincolnton. N.C. 2R092. Said cat home-finder Dorris Orr: p.. 
"There's got to be drugs behind it." 

What's the big idea? 
In Crookston, it's Bigfoot 
By Rob Hotakainen 
Staff Writer 

Bigfoot may never have been sighted 
in Crookston, but that's not stopping 
the northern Minnesota town from 
opening a museum in honor of the 
legendary half-man, half-beast to woo 
tourists. 

"What the kids will like is that we're 
going to create a lifelike rendition of 
the hairy thing," said Don Holbrook, 
executive director of the Crookston 
Economic Development Authority. 

And this is economic development? 

some alternative means of tourism. 
This is one of the things that we 
literally stumbled across, quite 
honestly." 

Holbrook, who cooked up the idea 
while surfing through the Internet, 
was in hot demand Wednesday as the 
media got wind of his plans. 

''I'm amazed at how many people 
have called about this," he said. 
"We've gotten calls from all over the 
country .... We're having a lot of fun 
with it, and we're having a lot of nay
sayers. Our job is to raise awareness 
of Crookston, Minnesota. It has done 
that." 

Officials hope you'll come to 
Crookston to see this creature. 

"We're not sitting in exactly what I 
would call a tourist hotbed," said 
Holbrook. "We're trying to create 

While the plans have gotten the city 
much attention, it's more than just a 
publicity stunt. Indeed, now that the 
plans have been announced, the city 
is looking for "somebody who can 
build one of these fake creatures," 
Holbrook said. 

Plans call for the 8-foot Bigfoot to go 
on display in the spring of 1996, and 
visitors will be able to do more than 
just see a furry statue. The museum 
will house information on Bigfoot 
sightings and papers written by schol
ars. The display will house many 
artifacts, including casts of footprints 
found at some of the Bigfoot sight
ings in North America. 

The project, which will be part of th<: 
Polk County Museum in Crookston, 
is expected to cost $10,000. 

The legendary creatures reportedly 
have been sighted throughout the 
world, especially the Pacific North
west. However, solid proof - such 
as bodies or skeletal remains - nev
er has been found. 

City officials are unaware of any oth
er Bigfoot museums in the United 
States, but they believe there's a big 
market for this sort of thing: Their 
research has shown that there are 
more than 450,000 Sasquatch watch
ers in the United States alone. 

"We're not just doing it as a hoax," 
Holbrook said. 

Holbrook said he is working with a 
professor at the University of Wash
ington who has been researching Big-

AP ftle phOtc 

In a 1975 photo, Peter Byrne shows off a plaster cast of what he 
says may be a Bigfoot footprint. " Bigfoot is out there, but where? 
Where is he hiding?" Byrne says. 

Tracking a legend 
Some highlights of the Bigfoot 

phenomenon: 

•1924-The modern 
Sasquatch legend is born as 
five miners report that their 
Kelso, Wash., cabin was 
attacked by giant apes. Accord
ing to the miners, the creatures 
pounded on the structure, 
threw rocks at the miners and, 
at one point, a hairy arm 
reached through a crack in the 
walls. The Bigfeet probably 
attacked because, hours before, 
one miner had shot at a 
Sasquatch, causing it to tumble 
over a precipice. 

• 1967-Sasquatch stars in a 
movie. Bigfoot researcher 
Roger Patterson shoots a short, 
vivid film of a gorilla-like 
female on California's Bluff 
Creek. The footage becomes the 
subject of worldwide contro
versy and Patterson tours the 
nation, hosting screenings. "We 
didn't want to shoot her," he 
says. "She was just too 
human." 

• 1982- Self-proclaimed Big
foot "atheist" Paul Freeman 
becomes, in one horrifying 
moment, a believer. Freeman, a 
U.S. Forest Service patrolman, 
sees a brown-haired giant step 
toward him in Oregon's Blue 
Mountains. He says, "The hair 
on its neck and head just went 
forward like the hair on a wild 

foot sightings. 

"We're going to do some more re
search on Minnesota sightings, in 

dog's back," and he will not 
recant his story. In 1983, after 
being · constantly ridiculed, 
Freeman resigned from the 
Forest Service. "I know what I 
saw," he explains, "and I'm not 
going to change my mind on 
it." 

• 1982- Eighty-six-year-old 
Rant Mullen reveals that he 
has spent a lifetime creating 
false Bigfoot tracks. Mullen, a 
retired Washington logger, 
explains that he has whittled 
several sets of large "feet" out 
of green alder. "I have to 
laugh," he says. "All these 
experts are saying, 'The prints 
show Bigfoot was 900 pounds.' 
These higher educated guys are 
dumber than anybody. Any
body who'd believe the Bigfoot 
stuff [would) have to be pretty 
damned hollow between the 
ears." 

• 1992- The legend contin
ues as a Seattle secretary, Katie 
Martin, tells a tabloid, The 
Weekly World News, that Big
foot sired her 4-year-old, furry
faced son. The couple commu
nicated "through some sort of 
telepathic link," Martin 
claimed. Bigfoot brought her 
flowers, berries and fresh fish 
while she camped. And then? "I 
really don't want to get into 
that," Martin said. 

particular," he said. However, he is ~ 
not aware of any specific locations ~ 
where Bigfoot may have been seen in c... t:I:I~H 
the state. e. 

"d 
Not even in Crookston? 

If there have been, joked Holbrook, 
"we're denying any.'' 

"You know the government: We 
deny everything," he said. "We are a 
government agency. The police are at 
a heightened awareness. That's what 
I'll tell you." 19 
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Brunswick tale of ghostly light still grabs 'em 
By PAIGE WilliAMS 
Staff Writer 

MACO - Before Wilmington became such a 
swanky place, with cafes and movie studios and such, 
one of the more popular things to do on summer 
evenings was to drive over to Brunswick County and 
look for old Joe Baldwin. 

Carolina 
Teenage boys and girls, and 

more than a few grown-ups, 
would caravan out to the coun
try, pull off the road and set off 
into the woods. In the lonely 
silence of those moonless 
nights, where the swamp fumes 
rose up in a dense, putrid fog, 
their hearts pounded harder 
with each step through the 
blinding blackness. 

At the railroad track, they 
would stop, and wait. 

Those who found Joe Baldwin were usually sorry 
they did. 

"I promised God I weren't going back no more and 
so far I ain't done it," says Unston Robinson, 76, who 
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Eyewitness: Linston Robinson of Leland saw the Maco light as a 
young man and never went back. "It ain't no automobile light," he 
says. For more than a century, coastal North Carolinians have 
grown up hearing of the mystery of the Maco light that allegedly 
appears along the railway where Joe Baldwin was killed. 

was a strapping young shipyard 
worker when he saw the light in 
1947. "I liked to got scared to 
death." 

Poor Joe Baldwin. Nobody paid 
him a bit of attention when he was 
a lowly railroad flagman back in 
1867. It took a train wreck, decapi
tation and a story passed down 
through the generations to make a 
legend of him and his lantern. On 
top of that, Joe is most remem
bered not for being the hero who 
tried to avert the wreck, but for the 
ghoulishness of losing his head 
and haunting the track forever 
afterward. 

For 128 years, coastal North 
Carolinians have grown up on the 
tale of the Maco light, a mysterious 
glow that was said to bob along 
the railway where Joe Baldwin was 
killed. 

Believers say the light was Joe's 
ghost carrying his lantern, search
ing· for his head. 

Disbelievers attribute the sight
ings (and supposedly there've 
been multitudes) to overactive 
imaginations or the glare of auto
mobile lights or the phosphores
cent work of swamp gas. 

Countless newspapers and 
ghost books and even an off
Broadway play have told the story . 
of Joe Baldwin and the Maco light. 
A celebrated New York ghost 
hunter came south to investigate. 
Fort Bragg even sent a machine 
gun detachment to hunt the thing 
down. There was a time when the 
community of Maco was so inun
dated with curiosity seekers, state 
troopers had to direct traffic. 

Whatever was out there seems 
to be gone now. 

The Maco light hasn't been seen 
since 1977, when the railroad cut 
costs and took up the track. 

The story of Joe's valor 
The story has been handed 

down so many times for so long, 
some of the details contradict 
each other. One account has Joe 
Baldwin as a railroad brakeman, . 
another as a flagman, another as a ' 
conductor. Whichever it was, Joe 
worked for the Manchester and 
Augusta Railroad. 

The route from Florence, S.C., to 
Wilmington cut through miles and 
miles of field and swamp. One of 

its stops was a community about 
15 miles west of Wilmington now 
called Maco. 

One spring night in 1867, Joe's 
train was chugging toward Wil
mington when he heard a terrific 
pop. In those days, railroad cars 
were joined by links and pins. Joe 
knew by the sound that his car, the 
rear one, had come uncoupled 
from the rest of the train. 

And he knew that rrot far behind 
was an express train. 

As his car coasted to a stop, Joe 
raced to the rear platform with his 
lantern, waving a furious warning 
to the oncoming train. But the 
express barreled on, its single eye 
growing brighter, brighter .... 

When the train hit the wild car, 
Joe was decapitated; his lantern 
flew from his hand in a mad arc. 

As some tell it, the lantern 
landed upright, went out, then 
sputtered back to life. Others say it 
was never found, and neither was 
Joe's noggin. 

Soon after the wreck, an eerie 
light started appearing on the track 
after dark, floating near the trestle 
where Joe died. When anyone 
approached it, the light vanished, 
though some witnesses reported 
getting close enough to see the 
lantern guard. 

The word around Maco was that 
Joe was back, and looking for his 
head. 

The light appeared regularly, in 
all seasons, but most often on 
moonless, dewy nights following 
warm days. It vanished for a while 
after the great earthquake of 1886, 
but returned. 

One balmy night in 1889, Presi
dent Grover Cleveland's train 
stopped at Maco to take on wood 
and water. The president left his 
coach to stroll up the tracks and 
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saw a signalman carrying one 
green lantern, one red. 

"Tell me," the president said, 
"what is the purpose of carrying 
two signal lanterns?" 

Railroad hands told him the 
story of Joe Baldwin and explained 
the lanterns were to avoid confu
sion. 

Conductors had been seeing the 
Maco light and braking, mistaking 
it for a warning. 

A firsthand account 
As it became fashionable in New 

Hanover and Brunswick counties 
to drive out to see the Maca light,
the desolate track over Hood's 
Creek turned into a hangout for 
dating, and for taking in spirits of 
another sort. The sight of cars 
lined up along the dirt road be
came common to the community 
as the story spread beyond Bruns
wick and the Carolinas. 

"It wasn't no little thing, it was a 
big something," says Unston Rob
inson, who grew up in nearby 
Leland and first heard of the Maco 
light from his daddy. "People ask
ing about that light in New York, 
Washington, California .... " 

Linston Robinson never be
lieved the story. He figured the 
light came from cars on U.S. 7 4(16. 
He and a buddy decided to go see 
for themselves. They walked up 
the track one misty night. 

"When we got halfway out there 
it bust up over our heads and lit up 
the whole swamp. We started back 
and got halfway and it lit up again. 
It was humming, this humming .. .. 
No sir," Unston Robinson says, "I 
ain't going back with nobody 
down there. If you got any sense 
you ain't going neither." 

A host of sleuths attempted to 
solve the mystery of Joe Baldwin 
and the Maco light. 
_A ~UQ_Qf _ CharlQtte e!!B_in~rs 
tried. Smithsonian researchers 
tried. Fort Bragg soldiers, appar
ently intending to ambush Joe 
Baldwin, staked out the tracks and 
came up with nothing. 

In 1964, locals invited the fa
mous Hanz Holzer to try. Holzer 
was a New York writer who'd just 
published the book "Ghost 
Hunter." His agreement to come 
investigate the Maco light touched 
off a wave of publicity worldwide. 

"The Ghost Hunter will be ac
companied to Wilmington," one 
newspaper reported, "by his at
tractive 25-year-old wife, an Aus
trian countess who shares her 
husband's interest in ghostlore" 
and was supposedly the great
great-great granddaughter of Cath
erine the Great. 

This was big news indeed. 
Holzer arrived at the airport to 

find a horde of locals waiting, 
including county commissioners 
and all the mayors in Brunswick 
and New Hanover counties - and 
1,000 high school students carry
ing lanterns. 

Joe Baldwin, he didn't show. 

Bigfoot ballyhoo erupts after plans for info center 
By KEVIN BONHAM 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 

GRAND FORKS, N.D.- The whole nation, it 
seems, wants to find out what Bigfoot is doing in 
Crookston, Minn. 

Newspapers, television and radio stations from 
all across the country have called since news 
spread that the city plans to create a Great Plains 
Sasquatch information center and build a life-size 
likeness of the 8-foot human-animal. 

The calls started as soon as a story about the 
city's plans was picked up by wire services, accord
ing to Don Holbrook, executive director of the 
Crookston Development Authority. 

"We've had a phenomenal response," he said. 
He has heard from about 50 radio stations, more 

than 20 newspapers and several television sta
tions. He has been interviewed on several morning 
radio programs. 

"Initially, they think it's a spoof," he said. "We 
really are creating an information center that will 
track information on Bigfoot nationally. 

"The only thing fictitious," he said, is the life-size 

''We really are creating an infor
mation center that will track informa
tion on Bigfoot nationally.'' 

- Don Holbrook, executive director, 
Crookston, Minn., 

Development Authority 

rendering. There will be a statue of Bigfoot, using 
taxidermy to recreate the human-animal that 
researchers are studying. according to Holbrook 

Sasquatch will be part of the indoor display, but 
signs outside would alert tourists and passersby to 
the display. 

The information center also will have casts made 
of Sasquatch footprints that have been found in 
other areas of the country. Holbrook does not 
know of any Bigfoot sightings in the Crookston 
area. 

"We've always had the ox cart as a mascot," he 
said. "But we're not unique. We don't have Jakes 
and that kind of thing, that other cities in northern 
Minnesota have. We just decided to create some
thing." 

The idea struck the locals while cruising the 
Internet. They read about all of the research being 
done on Bigfoot sightings throughout North 
America and the world. 

They also learned that there are more than 
450,000 Sasquatch watchers in the United States 
alone. 

Although Bigfoot sightings most often have come 
from mountainous areas of the Pacific Northwest 
or north of the Canadian border, there have been 
some from the Great Plains, Holbrook said. 

The idea became a proposal for a tourist attrac
tion. The city plans to spend fewer than $10,000 for 
the information center, which likely will be placed 
in the existing county museum. 

"We're kind of becoming the Bigfoot clearing
house," Holbrook said. "We're finding out we're 
the only one with this kind of thing. It's been a very 
positive response." 

20 


