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Strange light in sky captured on f ilm 
• Nezperce man's 
photo looks like 
Missouri Spookl ight 
By LORRAINE NELSON 
OF THE TRIBUNE 

Laid side by side, there's an 
eerie resemblance in the 
two pictures. 

Wallace Kelly's picture of a 
strange light in the sky looks a lit
tle like the photograph of the so
called Spooklight in Missouri. 

That's why he brought it into 
the Lewiston Tribune Thursday. 
He saw the front page photo of 
the unexplained Missouri Spook
light, which was published 
Wednesday. 

Kelly, of Nezperce, first saw 
the light in the sky in the dark 
hours of the early morning of 
Sept. 28 when he was driving a 
U.S. mail truck on U.S. Highway 
12 east of Pomeroy, headed for 
Lewiston. 

He crested the Alpowa Grade 
and there it was, off to the east to
ward Lewiston. 

"It was generating a lot of 
lieht," Kelly s;~id . 

He didn't know what it was. 
He's been to Alaska and seen 

the northern lights and knew that 
wasn't it. 

The light wasn't moving then, 
just glowing, he said. 

When he dropped down off the 
top of the grade, it was obscured 
by the hills. 

He didn't see it again until he 
was traveling up 21st Street in 
Lewiston, taking the back way 
home to the town of Nezperce. 

Wallace Kelly photo 
Wallace Kelly shot this photograph of a strange light moving across the southeastern sky above the Tammany Creek area. 

"It seemed then to be traveling 
at a high rate of speed," Kelly 
said. "It was pulsating, too." 

Kelly stopped his truck in the 
Tammany area south of Lewiston 
and set up his camera on the top 
of the truck. He put his lOxSO 
binoculars in front of the 3Smm 
camera lens and followed the 
light across the sky as he 
snapped a picture. 

He only got one. It was 4:20 
a.m. 

As he looked at the picture 
Thursday, magnified on a com
puter screen at the Tribune, Kel
ly commented the light had no 
substance to it, no definition, as a 
star or planet would have. 

Nothing turned up after the 
magnification, either. 

What does he think it was? 
"I have no clue, but it does 

kind of resemble this," Kelly 
said, pointing to his copy of the 
Spooklight. 

The Spooklight is legend in 
certain towns along the Missouri
Oklahoma state line, according to 
Wednesday's Associated Press 
news story. It's been spotted high 
in the sky and hovering close to 
the ground and charging right at 
people before disappearing. 

Does Kelly believe it could t-e 
some kind of spaceship? 

"I'll tell you this," he said ges
turing to the picture, "something 
made that. It's not my imagina
tion." 

Kelly has a building contract
ing business in Nezperce and 
drives the mail truck on week
ends. He said he was straight as 
an arrow when he saw the light . 

JOURNAL, Albuquerque, NM - Nov. 13, 1997 

Lecturer Says UFOs Exist, Air Force Lying 
B v AN1'RQtr/ D t:u .. .-.FLORA 
Journal Staff Writer 

Stanton Friedman is angry, and 
he's not going to take it anymore. 

Friedman, a scientist and long
time researcher in the field of 
unidentified flying objects, will 
challenge the Air Force to come 
clean on the subject when he pre
sents his "Flying Saucers Are Real" 
lecture tonight at 8 at the Radisson 
Conference Center, 1-40 and 
CarlisleNE. 

Others in the UFO field have long 
accused the government of with-

holding information from the pub
lic. Others also have tried to pry an 
admission out of government offi
cials, but with little success. 

Friedman said he is specifically 
challenging Col. Richard Weaver 
and Air Force Caot. James McAn
drew to a public dt~bate. 

Weaver wrote "The Roswell 
Report: Fact Versus Fiction in the 
New Mexico Desert," while McAn
drew made news this spring with 
his study "The Roswell Report: Case 
Closed.'' Both claimed to have 
debunked the story of an alleged 
crash of an extraterrestrial space-

ship near Roswell in 1947. 
'·These two officers have made a 

mockery out of serious investiga
tion," Friedman s&id in a newJO 
release. "They have used all the 
tools of the propagandist with selecr 
tivc choice of data, false reasoning, 
false claims, positive and negative 
name calling." 

Friedman's lecture will include a 
review of five scientific stuJies, the 
latest information on the Roswell 
crash, alien abductions and the 
alleged cover-up of UFOs. 

Admission 1s $10 at the door, $7 
for seniors and $5 fe r students. 

Wallace Kelly 
holds a print of a 
photograph of a 
strange light in 
the sky south of 
Lewiston Lewis
ton. Kelly isn't 
sure what he saw 
and pho
tographed, but 
thought it resem
bled strange 
lights appearing 
in the skies above 
Missouri. 

Tribune /Mike Venso 

LINCOLN TIMES-NEWS, Lincolnton, NC - Dec. 3 1, 1997 

II 

To the editor: 
An intriguing UFO report in 

Catawba County, perhaps the last 
of 1997, was made by a Bassett 
Furniture plant employee on 
Tuesday night, Nov. 25, at 10:10 
p.m~ .in Maiden. 

The encounter with a dome 
saucer-shaped UFO lasted for 
2~ to 3 minutes during which the 
object (estimated to be the size of 
a medium car) was seen above the 
nearby treetops and moved with
in 300 feet of the lone observer, 
before departing at a 45-degree 
angle. 

I would be interested in 
obtaining reports from the 
Maiden-Lincolnton and Catawba 
County areas that may have 
occurred on the same date. 

Sincerely, 
George D. Fawcett 

Field Investigator 
MUFON-NC, Inc. 

602 Battleground Road 

CR : G. Fawcett 
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Innesota: 
Land of 

10,000 UFOs? 
It's tough to say when Halloween got mixed up with science fiction, but it 

appears All Hallow's Eve has become a time to celebrate all things that go 
bump in the night. And so, for your pre-Halloween pleasure, we share spooky 

stories of UFO sightings in Minnesota's Lake Country. 

By Roger Pinckney 
Special to The Forum 

0 
ne summer night some 20 years ago, the 
mayor of Pelican Rapids, Minn., was ready
ing himself for bed. The evening was well 
spent, the clock creeping toward midnight. 

Suddenly there came a mighty roar like a freight 
train, like a tornado. The yard, the trees, the lake 
were lit an eerie blue, as bright as lightning, hot like 
a welding arc. The source roared overhead, then dis
appeared beyond the western hills. 

His honor rushed to the telephone. "Did you see 
that?" he breathlessly asked his neighbor. The reply 
was immediate. "No, I did not." Then there was a 
pause. *And you didn't either." 

Tell it all on Oprah's show? 
It's a Nol'Wegian thing, don 'tcha know? Some 

things you talk about. Group sex and UFO's, well ... 
But some Minnesotans have been known to talk 

about their dose encounters of the weird kind. 
The first tale beats the Wright Brothers by six 

years, as reported by The Becker County Record, 
April16, 1897: 

"The much talked about air ship was seen sailing 
over Detroit (Lakes) last Wednesday evening about 9 
o'clock. Red, white and bkie lights were displayed by 
the navigators of the air as they wended their way to 
the northwest against a strong head wind 

"The strange visitor has been seen by many people 
whose word cannot be doubted. 

"Strange to say, the same lights were seen last 
night about the slime hour, by a number of people 
who had climbed the courthouse tower for that pur
pose." 

Lakes and a whole lot more 
On June 1, 1950, ·something resembling a gigantic 

pocket mirror hovered over Ponsford most of the 
morning - not over the liquor store , as one might 
presume - but over Pine Point School, being seen by 
a Becker County commissioner, five teachers, and 
the entire student body of 150. 

Six years later, in December of 1956, three Min
nesota game wardens got a lesson in the paranor
mal while waiting in ambush for a notorious deer 
shiner near Henning. 

Just before midnight, a thing whizzed out of the 
east over Paul Krueger, O.B. Olson and AI Schadd. 
The men tightened respective anatomies , grabbed 
their field glasses and got a good look: 

It was round, rotating, with red flames shooting 
out from its perimeter. And it too was emitting an 
eerie light "like a welding arc ." 

Late one August night in 1994, two Sheetrockers 
were buzzed by an unknown object east of Erhard in 
Otter Tail County. 

It seemed mechanical , with girders, trusses. Given 
the hour and their choice of refreshments, neither 
wanted to venture comment. Finally, one uttered. " I 
didn't see nothing. Did you?" 

The horses aren't talking 
Perhaps that UFO was headed for Edwards, Minn. 

Tiny Edwards, with a bar "code" but no ZIP Code, is 
a few more miles down County Road 3. 

It 's a Norman Rockwell kind of place - beer and 
burger-joint, bait shop, Lutheran church , farmsteads 
and a cluster of white clapboard houses. 

Thars-where-Dorene Mil beck found her mare cut 
from ear to ear. 

The veterinarian, laboring with needle and thread, 
remarked the incision was clean and bloodless, 
more precise than he could have done with a 
scalpel. 

Dorene went looking for barbed wire , an electric 
fencer gone berserk. What she found changed her 
life . 

There were two concentric rings - 18 and 36 inch
es respectively- cut by a counter-clockwise rotation 
mto the pasture sod. About 10 feet from the center 
were a number of identations , like the object had 
been stabilized by outstretched mechanical arms. 

Whatever caused those marks in Milbeck's pas
ture evidently made return visits on Aug. 12 , 19 and 
26. 

When Dorene realized these strange events would 
be ongoing, she began keeping a journal, taking 

snapshots. 
There is now an album packed with photos and 

some 30 pages of notes, detailing 24 recorded visita
tions over the past four years. Some details are con
sistent - always unseen, always at night, always the 
same size marks, always a counter-clockwise rota
tion. 

Others vary. Once the unknown machine bumped 
an old tire, tried again until it found footing. Once it 
apparently landed in a nearby slough, cut down a 
broad circle of canary grass, flailed and bounced up 
onto dry ground. 

Milbeck dismisses the fanciful or spectacular, 
continues looking for answers and finds none. A 
government project gone amok? 

She has noted changing weather patterns, the 
phases of the moon, the day of the month, of the 
week. Nothing makes sense. 

"The only ones who know are the horses," she 
says. 

And the horses, so far, are mum. 
But others have not been so quiet. 
The State Director of the Mutual UFO Network, 

unable to concoct a plausible explanation, pro
nounced it a hoax. 

But a member- who claims to have had close per
sonal relationships with a number of aliens -
warned the visitors now had a taste of blood, would 
eventually return, butcher the horses and go after 
the family. 

Up close and personal 
The most bizarre Minnesota encounter seems 

right out of a Spielberg movie . On Aug. 27, 1979, 
patrolling Marshall County Deputy Val Johnson saw 
a bright light in the middle of Highway 220 near 
Stephen, Minn. A dope smuggling airplane? An ille
gal crop-duster? Johnson gave chase. 

Unknown to Deputy Johnson, other strange things 
were happening in the neighborhood. 

An intense blue-white light "stalked" a Warren 
hospital administrator's car. Near Viking, another 
swooped so low and bright it turned off a farmyard 
security light. 

Johnson and the light met head-on. Score: Aliens 
1, Marshall County 0. 

The sheriff's radio log tells it best: "Get someone 
out here right away! 

"Something's attacked my carl 
"I heard glass breaking, my brakes locked up! 
"I don't know what the hell has happened!" 
Details: Deputy out cold for 40 minutes, his watch 

stopped for 14. Windshield smashed, antenna bent, 
headlight broken , hood dented. Ambulance dis
patched, medical treatment for gazing into almost 
blinding light. Temporary memory loss and an inter
view on "Good Morning America. " 

So what's up there? 
There is continuing widespread belief that the gov

ernment is Up to Something here, since being Up to 
Something seems the nature of government. 

The area's proximity to Air Force installations at 
Minot and Grand Forks gives credence to that suspi 
cion . Wide open Minnesota spaces would be a 
hedge against discovery . 

Writing in the September issue of Fate (True 
Reports of the Strange and Unexplained), UFO-ologist 
Loren Coleman makes no call on the origin of the 
sightings but simply says each one "'conforms to 
witnesses' cultural expectations. " 

Hence the transition from airship, to saucer, to fly
ing ball of fire, to automated mechanical rover. 

But still, something's up there. 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the infa

mous Roswell Incident, where an unknown craft 
reportedly skidded across the desert and crashed in 
the mountains of southeast New Mexico. 

Nearly a quarter million tourists descended on 
Roswell this summer to commemorate what many 
believe the most significant UFO contact to date . 

But those inte rested in strange goings-on in the 
sky need only to look up. 

Watch them. 
They're watching you. 
Skeptics may choose to view the Ford driven by 

Officer johnson. 
It's on display at the Marshall County Historical 

Museum, Warren , Minn . (218) 745-5447. 

TRIBUNE, Burwell, NE - Nov. 19, 1997 

Mysterious Lights 
In The Night Cause 

Concern In Area 
It could have been a lost 

chapter from H. G. Wells novel, 
several clusters of lights were 
sighted in the sky by Cham
bers. Holt County Sheriff's de
partment was observing the 
objects when they started head
ing into Garfield County. 

11 and pulled into School Dis
trict #70 parking lot to watch 
them. "The lights were red, 
blue and clear with no appar
ent shape," recalled Donner, 
"and there was noise associated 
with the objects either." 

This Monday, surely 
some were ·aroused by a simi
lar scenario. There was reports 
of three sets oflights while oth
ers saw up to five . 

Wheeler County Sheriff 
Ray Sears was traveling back 
to Bartlett with his family 
when they saw three lights, 
"They were working their way 
back and forth across the sky" 
said Sears, "they would hover 
for a while then zip they were 
gone." 

On his way back to 
Burwell, after the objects left 
northern Garfield County, 
Donner received a report that 
the lights were hovering over 
the airport and the sale barn 
in Burwell. Making it back to 
the top flf Big Legion Hill) 
Doruter was able to confirm the 
crafts were over the town. 

A rancher north of 
Burwell observed the lights 
chasing each other back and 
forth across the hills like they 
were doing some kind of com
bat maneuvers . 

Calls were placed to 
Ouffit and Ellsworth military 
bases, the reports that were 
received back would not con
firm any activity in our area, 
but it could be some type of an 
Army Military Exercise. 

When first called out 
shortly after 1:30 P.M .. Sheriff 
Larry Donner, of Garfield 
County, observed the lights at 
Jeff Huffman's on North Hwy 

The Garfield County 
Sheriff is still trying to find out 
what kind of a mechanical de
vice was using our air space 
this Monday evening, even 
though in the back of his mind 
he knows that no one will ever 
fess up to it. 

Proposed UFO Museum 

UFO MUSEUM 
i CRASHES IN NC 
(,) 

3: 
aJ 

LL It looks like George Fawcett has thrown in the 
towel. For years the Lincolnton UFO 

ci researcher has followed his dream of build-
ing a UFO museum and research facility in NC. 

a: The museum would be a repository for his per
(.) sonal collection of 15.000 UFO artifacts. 

assemhled over a lifetime . Fawcett has written 
~ and spoken widely. trying to raise $5 million to 
<» launch the project. He has pitched the idea to 

the folks at Disney World and many ot hers. but 
g without luck . An architect has even developed 

a design for the flying saucer-shaped huilding. g hut the financing is still out of this world . 
0 Now rawcett. 69. i~ left with no choice but 

to give hi' collection to the International UFO 
(.) ;\1uo;e um and Research Center in Roswell. NM . 
z The Roswell museum will make a good home 

! 
~ 
~ 

f.,r hi s collection. Fawcett said. Rut he had 
alway' hoped that home would be in 
I mcolnton . 

" I've had my head in the clouds. but my feet 
Pll the ground." he said . .r:: 

(.) fawcett has been investi gating UFOs si nce 
(!) I 'l44. and had his own 'l!!hllng nn Jul y 6. 1951 . 
z a., ltc walked aero's the campus at Lynchhurg 
U:: Cnllege . ("' It looked like a giant tractor tire. 
ct brilliant orange with sharp edges against a 
0 hright blue 'ky ."1 Over the year> he has inves
...J ligated 'orne 1.200 UFO incidents. written 
~ dozens of artic les. spoken to hundreds of 
i= groups. appeared on television and radio and 
ct c0nsulted on a movie . But he has had no close 
W encounters with $5 million . 
a: 
(.) Yet. Fawcert's work continues. He i' cur

rently writing a book on UFO sightings in the 
Carolinas . North Carolina ranks fourth in the 
nation in UFO ~ightings. the most recent be in ~ 
111 Maiden . on November 25 . Fawcett said. 

If you would like to report a UFO sighting 
or encounter in the Carolinas. you can contact 
Fawcett at 620 Battlc)! round Road. I.incolnt\'n 
NC 2X092-2120: or call 17041 73.'i -5725 . INP 
,·n llt:ct calk pleJ,e . J - Will Mnrt>dnck 

2 



DAILY ASTORIAN, Astoria, OR - Nov. 17, 1997 

It's a bird, it's a plane, it's ... 
Coast residents disconcerted by lights appearing in the sky 

Was it a Russian rocket? A mete
or shower? Or some other type of 
space debris? 

al Warning Center said remnants of 
an SlA rocket body disintegrated in 
the atmosphere, and pieces landed in 
the Pacific Ocean." From Oregon to British Columbia, 

hundreds of people reported seeing a 
spectacular light show streaking 
across the Friday night sky. 

Other offiCial sources said it was 
an SLI2 rocket body. 

Bob Clark of FEMA' s regional 
office in Seattle said the North Amer
ican Air Defense Command reported 
the rocket was Russian, but it was 
unclear where or when it was 
launched. 

"It was the most bizarre thing I've 
ever seen," Dave Way of Keizer, 
Ore., said. ' 'It looked like something 
out of 'Star Trek."' 

The North American Space 
Defense Command in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., said it was space junk 
- debris that lighted up the sky in the 
form of orange fireballs for a few 
minutes after 9 p.m., said The 
Spokesman-Review of Spokane. 

The space debris landed safely in 
the Pacific Ocean off the coast of 
Washington, said Milt Maas at the 
Nationat Weather Service's Spokane 
office. 

"It looked like a huge bottle rock
et moving slowly across the sky," 
said June Akiyama, who was in Gig 
Harbor when she spotted the lights. 

Oregon State Police communica
tions supervisor Gary Jones had this 
explanation: ''The Federal Emer
gency Management Agency Nation- Dale Goudie, information director 

HERALD, Bellingham, WA - Nov. 15, 1997 

Flash 
wows 
county 
gazers 
BYCATHYWGG 
TilE BElliNGHAM HERAlD 

A series of bright lights crossed 
3 ~ sky Friday IIi,.. to 
the amazement of countless 
Whatcom Cou,nty residents. 

Opinions differed on the 
source of the spectacle, lit by a 
full moon, that entraJK:ed resi
dents from British Oilmi:lbia 1D 
Oregon. 

Lee Fryer of the Federal Avia
tion Administration in ~eattle 
called it "some type of re-entry 
object or space junk." 

The NortlL American Space 
Defense Command· in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., said it was space 
junk - debris that lighted up the 
sky in the form of orange fireballs 
for a few minutes after 9 p.m. 

The debris landed safely in the 
Pacific Ocean off the coast of 
Washington, said Milt Maas at 
the National Weather Service's 
Spokane office. 

The Oregon Department of 
Emergency Management said an 
S-L-12 utility rocket body- reen
tered the atmosphere near the 
~vw.· ~ esnt ~ 
parts that didn't urn up on re
entry ended up in the Pacific 
Ocean, it said. 

Seattle television stations 
offered another theory: The phe
nomenon was a riU'e meteor 
shower of a type not seen since 
1966. . I 

The apptarance of the lights 
prompted dozens of calls to the 
FAA, the National UFO Report
irlg Center in Seattre and The 
Bellingham Herald. . 

The UFO center received calls 
from all over Washington and 
Oregon, director Peter Daven
port said. 

Those who called The Herald 
agreed that the objects m~>Ved 
from west to east parallel to the_ 

horizon, shone exceedingly brightly, 
lasted an unusually lilt* time, cov- . 
ered a large portion of the sky and 
were extremely strange. 

Several callers worried that the 
Mir space station had fallen to Earth 

and the lights were the burning rem-
n::.nt~ 

A sa1npling Of viewers' comments: 
• Laurie Caskey-Schreiber of 

the Hannegan Road area: "It 
looked like about six pinpoints of 
light starting to go straight up into 
the sky, eight or nine lines flowing 
absolutely parallel. You could just 
hear a faint popping, kind of a 
crackling sound. It was absolutely 
beautiful, just stunning. It sounded 
like disintegrating fireworks when 
they come down." 

• Koelle Larsen of the west side 
of Lummi Island: Her daughter 
Melanic and two friends from Fern
dale saw it - "like a ball of light 
come across Mount Constitution on 
Orcas Island. It came across Rosario 
Strait and then broke up into pieces. 
They were screaming. ... It was like 
falling stars, only a whole patch of 
them and way brighter." Larsen and 
her husband made the girls go inside 
the house in case there was any 
radioactive fallout. 

• Jody Pelo of Linden Road, 
Bellingham: "At first we thought it 
was fireworks coming across the sky. 
There were two lights that were 
leading and beftind it this trail of 
light, but from each light there was 
like a beam running behind it. There 
were lots of little lights behind it and 
each of them ltad like a beam of 
light." 

• James 'TWining of Lake 
Louise Road nttar Sudden Valley: 
"There were at least six lights, 
maybe more; three really big and 
really bright, almost flaming. The 
lights stayed an equal distance apart. 
The big ones were massive. They 
looked like shooting stars up real 
close. 

• Rita Kraft of the Lake Padden 
area: "It looked like fireworks shoot
ing off after the fact - streaking 
across the sky. Two groups, one 
more so in the lead, flying in a pat
tern formation. They had color to 
them. It was like stars and tails, lots 
of tails." 

• Paul de Armond of Belling
ham: "The most enormous mete
orite, a whole cluster of them, 
maybe six streaks of fire, extend
ing perhaps across 20 to 30 
degrees of visual field, proceeding 
east to west in the northern sky. It 
was enormous. People were stop
ping their cars to get out and look 
at it." 

• Joe Mortimer of Fairhaven: "I 
saw two silvery gleams with golden 
streamers. They slowly got faster 
and faster and then there were many 
bits of light and streamers. It went 
by very slow but it sped up as it went 
along." 

• Susan Anderson of Fern
dale "It was so awesome. It was 
hundreds of meteorites or some
thing. You could see the ball with a 
tail that had to be miles long. There 
was hundreds of them. It was just a 
mass. Kind of like looking at the 
Milky Way." 

of the Seattle-based UFO Reporting 
and Information Service, said he 
received 44 calls from people who 
said they saw eight objects streaking 
across the sky from 9:09 to 9:15p.m. 

" Some people said they weren't 
going in a linear path - that they were 
actually turning, which surprised 
me," Goudie said. 

Astoria and other Clatsop County 
residents shared the show. 

The phones at U.S. Coast Guard 
Air Station Astoria started ringing 
off the hook a little after 9 p.m. Fri
day, according to Quartermaster First 
Class Bernie Penkin. 

But Penkin himself was home at 
the time, watching the light show that 
he described as about a dozen streaks 
of light moving very slowly across . 
the sky above the Columbia River. 
The objects, miles to the north, looked 

like a meteor shower but weren't 
moving fast enough, Penkin said. 

"It was beautiful," he said. "You 
very rarely get a chance to see some
thing like that." 

Brownsmead resident Jon West
erholm spotted two bright lights, red
dish orange in color, from his home 
at 9:07p.m. 

"My first thought was, gosh, am I 
going to have to deal with a UFO 
now?" Westerholm said. 'The second 
thing that came to my mind was: no, 
that couldn't be." 

Wondering if the objects came 
from an airplane about to crash, the 
salmon fisherman half expected the 
sound or sight of an explosion. But 
the objects moving along the hori
zon made no sound and no flash 
occurred. 

"It was real exciting to me, just left 

me with an eerie feeling," he said. 
'That image in my mind is not ever 
going to go away." 

Callers in Grays Harbor County 
said they saw an intense streak of 
light across the sky, said KXRO 
Radio in Aberdeen. Callers said they 
saw 12lights with tails moving side
ways in a three-streak pattern. 

People in Snohomish County, 
north of Seattle, reported seeing six 
or seven lights moving slowly east
ward from the Everett waterfront 
toward the Cascades. 

Frank Frazee of Centralia said he 
and his family were driving west 
when they saw the objects about 9:12 
p.m. He said they moved horizontal
ly across the sky from west to east. 

The Daily Astorian reporter C. V. 
Hollander and The Associated Press 
contributed to this story. 

TRIBUNE, Tempe, AZ - Dec. 19, 1997 CR: T. Taylor 

UFO speaker delves beneath 
usual flying-saucer rhetoric 

The best explanation of what 
professor Richard Sauder does 
comes from someQne else. 

"One man described my task 
as, I am looking for data in a 
never-never land of make
believe," Sauder said. 

That would make Sauder a 
Lost Boy/statistician, a special 
investigator for Janet Reno, or a 
guy who hunts for signs of ETs 
on earth. 

Or failing that, hunts for signs 
of a huge, secretive, pseudo
government conspiracy to fool 
the public into believing there are· 
ETs on earth, only to mask secret 
terrestrial research in advanced 
technology and human biological 
engineering. 

If you watch The X-Files, 
you've got the Cliff Notes. 

Sauder is neither a Lost Boy 
nor a federal investigator. 

That makes him a UFO 
researcher and author, and alec
turer who spoke Wednesday 
night to members of the local 
MUFON group. His topic: "Aliens 
& Underground Bases: The Trou
bling Facts of the Matter (Why 
It's Troubling and Why It 
Matters!)" 

Since I'm on my own personal 
Alien Watch 'til the end of the 
year, I attended. My slim hope 
was that I would at last view con
clusive slide show evidence of 
alien presence on this planet. Per
haps in underground bases, but 
frankly, location was beside the 
point. I wanted to see a smoking 
laser gun. 

But alas, no. 
Sauder did make some inter

esting points. 
• $26.6 billion was spent on 

S<HA!led black projects (projects 
so confidential th~y're hidden 
from even congressional over
sight) in the last fiscal year. 

TAMARA 
DIETRICH 
STAFF 
COLUMNIST 

• TheNew 
York Times 
recently 
reported on a 
secret 2,000-
miletunnel 
allegedly being 
constructed in 
Libya by a 
Houston-based 
company at a 
cost of $25 bil
lion. Begun in 
1984, could it 
have proceeded 
without the 
knowledge (and 

therefore complicity) of former 
president, former CIA director, 
and erstwhile Texan George 
Bush? 

That being the case, Sauder 
muses, is there possibly some 
other reason why the United 
States is so heavily invested (par
don the pun) in keeping the out
side world out of Libya? Other 
than the fact that we don't like 
terrorists? 

"Maybe they don't want people 
to see what's happening in Libya 
-bingo!" Sauder said. 

If there's anything more sub
terranean, more labyrinthine than 
secret underground installations 
that run for miles below the 
placid surfaces of deserts and 
cow pastures, it's the infrastruc
ture of some UFO /MIB conspir
acy theories. 

Especially, as Sauder says, 
when there's so much deliberate 
disinformatipn circulating from 
countless quarters. 

Sauder's slides implicated 
everything from the Bureau of 
Reclamation to AT&T to El Capi
tan in Yosemite National Park. 

It got to the point where peo
ple in the audience, noticing tiny 
white blips in the sky on a few 

slides, wondered aloud why they 
looked suspiciously ... saucer
shaped. 

Even Sauder was caught off
guard at the podium. He reas
sured them the blips were merely 
irregularities during processing, 
and pressed on. 

And he was clear in couching 
his theories' as theories. 

As a slide of an Arizona field 
hit the screen, with what could be 
an air vent thrusting out of the 
ground beside what looked like 

. old storage buildings, Sauder 
mused provocatively, "Maybe 
these utility sheds have elevators 
inside, Maybe. Maybe not" 

If there were a huge, secret 
installation buried a thousand feet 
deep, he said, there wouldn't 
exactly be a sign saying "Nuclear 
Defense Agency'-- Deeply Bur
ied Secret Facility." 

Secret underground facilities 
in the deserts. The mountains. 
The oceans. Along the Atlantic 
Coast 

When could these possibly 
have been constructed? 

Well, said Sauder, concurrent 
with major public projects such 
as highways, dams, mining oper
ations, etc. Well, one audience 
member offered, the Department 
of Transportation built two tun
nels, ostensibly for flood control, 
during construction of the Squaw 
Peak Parkway and Price Road. 
He heard they were 800 feet 
deep. 

"fm not saying there is any
thing clandestine under there," 
Sauder told him. Ever elliptical, 
he added, "But who knows?" 

Tamara Dietrich is metro colum
nist with the Tribune. Have a store 
idea? Want to sound off? Call898-
6534. 

'Red ball' over Midwest likely a meteor 
A mysterious flash of light that prompted calls to authorities in four 

Midwestern states and led to a brief search for an overdue plane was 
~obably caused by a meteor, experts said. 

The light, described by tnanY as a glowing orange or red, was seen 
..Pout 8 p.m. CST Friday across hundreds of miles from Minnesota and 
Wisconsin south into Iowa-.and northern Missouri. 

"''t was a good-sized red ball," said Wylie Peterson of Colfax, Wis. "It 
hJtd a pretty good tail behind it. It was too big to be a flare." · 

A search was organized after a private airplane was reported overdue 
.::i atthe Boyceville, Wis., airport. The search was suspended after doubts 

Cl) u ~re raised about whether the plane was missing and the meteor possi-
~ ~ htlity was considered. · 
z Astronomy exp~ at the University of Minnesota and Drake Univer
< ;:: .. Q) sity in Des Moines,'Iowa, said the phenomenon was best explained 'by a 
~ single meteor burning through the earth's atmosphere. · . 
~ :J Saturday marked the peak of the annual Genninid meteor shower. (AP) 
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........ he Unidentified Flying 
Objects most of us en
eotmter are beamed here 
direct from the planet 
Pop Culture, materializ
ing in our world via the 
silver screen. 

There are the classics, 
like "The Day the Earth 

Stood Still," when a flying saucer doUble 
parks opposite the White House. Edgy 
Earthlings shoot the saucer's humanoid 
captain, but he sto\)5 his robot bodyguard, 
Gort, from vapOf!zing us all with the fa
mous line: "Klaatu barada nikto!" 
.\...Rough translation: "They're so stupid, 
mey ain't worth nuking." 

Movies since then have followed pre
dictable plots: the aliens are either cool 
am cute- "E.T.", "Close Encounters of 
the Third Kind" or hungry and hostile -
"Alien(s)", "Independence Day." 

"This mainstream pop culture obsession 
with aliens is kind of a double-edged 
sword," explains Chad Wise, a real-life 
trainee UFO investigator who lives in De
catur. 

"It's raising awareness, but it's also triv
ializing it all." 

Wise, 25, claims a lot of us accept UFOs 
exist but don't like to admit it. He has no 
such inhibitions. 

"I believe UFOs are real, but, no, I have 
not seen one," Wise says. "I look forward 
to my first investigation." 

Wise has been fascinated with UFOs 
since he was 14 am has devoured books on 
them ever since. 

Herald & Review/Phil Jacobs 

FOREVER WATCHING: Chad Wise is a UFO investigator awaiting his first case. He says UFO activity- and public awareness 
of it - is building toward some kind of major event. 

In December, he graduated from lllinois 
state University with a degree in educa-
tion and, in between working at Godfather's Pizza and decidfug where he 
wants to pursue his career, found binlself with some free time. So he joined 
the Mutual UFO Network Inc. - MUFON - and became a trainee field in
vestigator. 

"MUFFN investigates UFO sightingS and experiences and is only inter
ested in finding out the facts and the truth," Wise ex
plains. "It's very thorough." 

MUFON, now based in Texas, was founded in Illinois 
in 1969 and has 5,000 members. Its ranks include experts 
in physics and astronomy who help evaluate information 
collected by field investigators covering their home ar
eas. 

Working from a detailed manual, Wise says MUFON 
provides instruction on handling investigations and talk
ing to witnesses. "We are deterred from leading ques
tions," he explains. 

"The emphasis is always on letting witnesses speak 
CRAWFORD freely and tell what they saw. MUFON members get a 
MUFON director monthly magazine featuring case reports and items of 

interest." 
Wise's own specialized interest is "abduction phenome

na"- folks not only claiming to have seen UFOs but to have been taken in
side them. Many cases involve "missing time" - hours witnesses lose from 
their lives and cannot account for later - and repressed memories of nasty 
}ilysical examinations. 

As to what's going on here, well, that's anyone's guess. And it leads to an 
even bigger question: If all these UFOs are real, what do they want? 

Old 
"a wheel in· 

of a wheel" shooting lightning bolts into 
the ground. Some believe he saw a UFO. 

August 1883: First picture. Mexican as
tronomer Jose Bonilla snaps a glowing blob 
moving across space in front of the sun. He 
says he saw several of them. 

June 1947: Pilot Kenneth Arnold is flying 
across the Cascade 
Mountains in Washing
ton when he sees nine 
bright "objects" swoop
ing along in formation. 
He says they flew "like 
a saucer would if you 
skipped it across wa
ter." Newspapers dub 
them "flying saucers." 

aboard the UFO and physically examined. 
Similar abduction stories continue to the pre
sent day. 

••• 
UFOs In Central Illinois: Wild stories tell of fly

ing saucers emerging from Lake Decatur and 
a farmer who pulled a dead alien from a 

crashed spaceship and 
kept the body in a box 
in his attic. 

"There's a million hypotheses," Wise says. "Theories that they're here to 
save us from destroying ourselves, theories that they're interested in watch
ing our development and slip in and out of our reality from other dimen
sions. The ideas go on and on." 

Wise prefers to keep an open mind but says the level of UFO activity -
and people's awareness of it - is building. He thinks something extraordi

nary is going to happen, and, when it does, we'll all face 
a brave new world. 

"What would happen to society 
as we know it if it was proven 
that intelligent life existed off 
this planet?" Wise asks. 

July 1947: The 
Roswell incident. 
Roswell, N.M., rancher 
Mac Brazel finds 
strange wreckage scat
tered over the desert. 
Officials from the 
then-Roswell Army Air 
Field investigate and 
issue a press release 
saying it's the remains 
of a "flying disc." An
other release is soon 

UFO VOWMES: Here are some of the 
books UFO investigator Chad Wise 
recommends for those who want to 
find out more. Wise says these books 
are good but worries that our pop cul
ture is trivializing UFOs. 

Incidents reported in 
the Herald & Review 
over the years include 
the 1965 case of a 
farmer plowing a field 
near Chestnut when a 
brilliant white light ap
peared in the sky. It 
hovered 270 yards 
away and began to ap
proach the farmer, 
hovered again, and 
then flew off. 

And in another inci
dent in 1968, a Decatur 
boy was delivering pa
pers near the South 
Side Country Club 
when he saw a dark, 
spinning top-shaped 

"How would people react? 
What would happen to religion? 
An event like that would shatter 
a lot of beliefs." 

Hollywood showed it shattering 

much more than that. In the 1953 
version of H.G. Wells ' "War of 
the Worlds," a priest strides to
ward the alien invaders believing 
he 's about to encounter a species 
closer to God. The heathen Mar
tians toast him with a death ray 
before you can say, "Amen ." 

Gerald Slol. a devout Christian 
who runs the Decatur-based Chris
tian Counseling Service. says the 
Bible does talk of ' ·signs in the 
'fi r· · lwfon· thP enrl of tlw wnrltl 

but finds no reference to Mar
tians. 

" However, I am fairly open
minded about the idea of life on 
other planets," adds Slot , a clini
cal social worker. " There seems 
to be some evidence for UFOs 
which can't be explained away ." 

Friend or foe, E.T. won 't be 
able to shake Slot's faith . ' 'The 
arrival of aliens wnulctn·t change 
m~· basic perception ot (;.od a nd 
his cre<lllon Jnct rnan·, fl~ f.'d f•'l. 

issued saying it was just a crashed weather 
balloon. Rumors say alien bodies were recov
ered from the site, and now a new book, "The 
Day After Roswell," claims reverse engi
neering of the wreckage gave us goodies 
like fiber optic cables and integrated cir

cuits. 
December 1967: Alien abduction. A New 

Hampshire couple see a UFO 
ahead of them on a lonely 

sa lvation:' he adds . 
But the chances of any extrater

restrials showing up in this pa r t of 
Central Illinois are pretty remote. 
according to Troy Taylor , a fC1r
mer MUFON investiga tor . ' ·I was 
in it for a couplt· o t year~ but ,iust 
J,!a\'t:- it tm .. t·,i: :,a, ·:< 

; -. • :. ! ,~~ 

road. Later, there is a pe
riod they cannot ac

count for. Under 
hypnosis. they tell 

of heing taken 

UFO flying toward him over the lake. The boy 
said it hovered so close to his head, "I could 
have reached up and touched it." The UFO 
stayed for a minute before flying away. 

••• 
Want more? Call the Mutual UFO Netwurk 

at (830) 379-9216. You can report sightings at 
1-800-UF0-2166. Encounter MUFON on the 
Web at http:/ / www.mufon.com. 

For further reading, try "UFOs & How to 
See Them~ by Jenny Randles, "Missing Time" 
and "Intruders'· by Budd Hopkins and John 
Mack 's "Abduction." 
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"There just wasn't anything to 

investigate around here." 
Taylor, 31, switched his atten

tion to Central Illinois spooks and 
unearthed enough stories to fill 
five books. His sixth literary 
spine-tingler - "Dark Harvest" 
-is out now. " Ghosts are just a 
whole lot more abundant than 
UFOs, " he says. "I don't know 
why." 

The answer could be that Taylor 
sought in the wrong places. Forest 
Crawford is MUFON's state direc
tor for Illinois and says you don't 
have to drive too far to find wall
to-wall UFO activity. 

" In the Spoon River Valley, 
there has been almost what we 
call a 'flap' - a dramatic in
crease in sightings," says Craw
ford, 39, a chemical company 
supervisor who lives in Collins
ville. 

"There are a lot of sightings in 
an area starting around Peoria, 
Pekin and going all the way south 
to Alton. And in 1989-90, during a 
1(}-month period, two MUFON in
vestigators sighted 410 anomalous 
objects within a 15-mile radius of 
Dickson Mounds, outside of Ber
nadotte." 

Crawford says UFO activity of
ten occurs in clusters, and he has 
seen many objects because he 
knows where to look. He was 10 on 
the night he· accidentally bumped 
into his first UFO - a "classic 
flying saucer" - which he claims 
landed 100 feet from a car he was 
in near Alton. The car's driver, a 
friend's father, "totally freaked" 
and didn't hang around to investi
gate. 

"To this day, I am still compar
ing everything I now know about 
ufology to that original sighting, 
and I still can't tell you what that 
thing was or where it came 
from," Crawford says. 

"And it's that basic mystery 
that makes studying UFOs so 
much fun." 

ISLANDER, Pensacola Beach, FL - Nov. 26, 1997 

Acold front blew through at 
Shoreline Park while we 
were skywatching on 

Saturday evening. The wind sud
denly picked up from the north
west and the temperature began to 
drop steadily. The Sound, which 
had been as calm as a mill-pond 
until that point, began to stir and 
the stars in the clear sky and the 
lights over on Santa Rosa Island 
took on that brittle look that we 
associate with cold, low humidity 
conditions. 

There was very little going on 
in the sky, with scant plane activi
ty and nothing anomalous to 
report whatsoever. Shoreline Park 
was extremely quiet, with only 
one boat load of flounder fisher
men passing by our vantage point 
a couple of times. Before the wind 
picked up and began sighing 
through the adjacent pine trees, 
we could clearly hear the owl call
ing from the woods west of the 
parking lot, toward the swamp. 
Ahead of the cold front, and 
before the wind changed, there 
were patches of cloud that partial
ly obscured the moon and stars 
(and of course, all the UFOs!) 
overhead. 

I was contacted recently by a 
skywatcher over in Mississippi , 
with whom I have been keeping 
up an e-mail correspondence now 
for a couple of months. She has 
been hoping to visit Shoreline 
Park for some time and had 
planned to recently, but those 
plans unfortunately fell through. 
She skywatches in her local area 
and I am grateful to her for shar
ing the following report of a sight
ing she had recently. She was sky
watching on November 8th with a 
friend on a levee of the 
Mississippi River in Deer Park, 
Louisiana which is directly across 
the river from Natchez , 
Mississippi. They were positioned 
facing west, with the Mississippi 
River at their backs. It was around 
8 p.m. when both witnesses 
noticed a light appear in the sky 
that they thought initially was 
associated with an airplane. What 
they had spotted was a white 
flashing light which they first 

noticed in the sky to the west of 
their position. Their first impres
sion of this light being associated 
with a plane was soon forgotten 
when the light began to zigzag 
around the sky in an anomalous 
manner. It moved straight toward 
their position at first and then took 
a sharp right tum, to travel north, 
then a sharp left, appearing to go 
back in the direction of its original 
approach. The object then flew 
straight for a time and dropped 
down , before making another 
sharp left turn .. After this last 
maneuver the witnesses lost sight 
of the light. Both of the witnesses 
state that there was at no time any 
audible sound associated with this 
object. The witnesses state also 
that the object was moving in a 
manner in which neither had seen 
a conventional aircraft move at 
any time. 

Most people have heard and 
seen the news reports this past 
weekend concerning the "space 
junk" falling out of the sky in the 
northwest, around Seattle. Reports 
began to surface around 9: 15 p.m. 
(PST) on Friday, November 14 
from witnesses in Washington 
State, Oregon and Northern 
California. People were calling 
TV and radio stations and local 
UFO Hotlines to report sightings. 
Dale Goudie, the Information 
Director for the Seattle-based 
UFO reporting and Information 
Service stated that they had 
received 44 calls from people who 
said they saw eight objects streak
ing across the sky between 9:09 
p.m. and 9:15 p.m. Some of these 
witnesses stated that the objects 
were not going in a linear path. 
Many reports were repeated on 
the Art Bell Show, which was on 
air at the time and the Art Bell 
show uploaded some of the pic
tures and video of the event that 
was supplied by TV stations in the 
sighting area. Stories of UFO 
sightings in that area were soon 
all over the Internet. Statements 
were released by NORAD and the 
United States Air Force stating 
that what people had witnessed 
was the re-entry into our atmos
phere of debris from a Russian 
SL-12 (Proton) rocket. Even after 

NEWS, Taos, NM - Nov. 20, 1997 CR: D. Perkins 

this explanation was proffered, 
there were still those who report
ed seeing the debris behave in a 
manner that some people did not 
think fit the "space debris" expla
nation. Many of the witnesses 
reported seeing the "fiery red 
objects" travelling in a west to 
east direction over the state of 
Washington at around 200 mph. 
The rocket debris was supposed to 
have been tracked and was report
ed to have fallen into the Pacific 
Ocean off the Washington coast, 
which would contradict the eye 
witness reports of a west to east 
track over land in Washington 
state . Perhaps portions of the 
debris crashed to the earth in east
em Washington, rather than in the 
ocean. However, many of the wit
nesses reported · seeing as many as 
"twenty bright lights" slowly trav
elling along the horizon to the 
west of Seattle over Puget Sound. 
Speculation was also rife that 
what witnesses were reporting 
were in fact meteors associated 
with the Leonid Meteor shower. 
Video shown on local Seattle net
work affiliates on Friday night 
showed a huge array of lights with 
trails behind them travelling 
across Puget Sound in what 
seemed to be a basically straight 
line, with some objects breaking 
off from the line. Comparisons 
were made between the "rocket 
debris" explanation for this event 
and the "National Guard maneu
vers" explanation afforded the 
sightin~s in Phoenix this spring. 
No doubt the controversy over 
this event will occupy many 
minds for the next few days. 
(Reference Art Bell website at 
http://www.artbell.com and infor
mation reported by "Skywatch 
International" who can be reached 
by e-mail at: skywatch@wic.net). 

I would like to take this oppor
tunity to wish everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving and offer my thanks 
for support in continuing with 
Skywatch Diary and the website. 
If you wish to contact me, please 
e-mail me at Cbakerswd 
@aol.com or write to me at P.O. 
Box 17152, Pensacola, FL 32522-
7152. Thank you. And remember 
- Keep Looking Up! 

Just what was that thing in the sky? 
By Harrison C. Mondy 

I am a retired electronic engineer and 
once, in Australia, ~erved on a commit
tee investigating UFO reports. At no 
time during this period did we find any
thing that could not be explained as a 
natural phenomenon. During this time I 
learned not to ask leading questions 
during an interview so when I queried 
my mother on two unidentified flying 
objects she had seen, I was very careful. 

My parents were "backwood" farmers 
with little education. My mother did not 
know about UFOs. My father was a 
guard for a small industry in a small 
town, five miles distance from their 
home. He had to go to work at 4 a .m . so 
he ate supper at about 6 p.m. There are 
two incidents for which I have no expla
nation, and if they can be explained to 
me, then I will be inclined to forget 
about them. 

Incident one. It was after dark on a 
certain night and both Mom and Dad 
were sitting on the front porch. Sudden
ly the tops of the trees around the house 
became lighted and my father said, "My 

God, the house is on fire." They both ran 
out into the yard and looked up expect
ing to see flames coming out of the roof. 
Instead, they saw something like a huge 
plate that appeared to be red hot under
neath. It was passing over the house 
and continued in a southwest direction. 
They watched it until it was out of sight. 

According to my mother, the under
neath side was not flat but appeared to 
have a lot of pipes and tanks, all of 
which were bright red and appeared to 
be the source of the light. 

Question: What was it? 
Incident Two. Once Dad was sitting 

on the front porch when he saw some
thing coming toward him and thought it 
might hit him so he jumped up out of 
his chair. The object turned abruptly to 
the right, then left, and continued 
around the house. By this time Dad was 
running through the house yelling, 
"Mom, what is that thing?" Mom was 
washing the dishes before an open win
dow and looked up in time to see the 
object pass between her and a shade 
tree about 20 feet from the window. She 
estimated that it was about half way 

between her and the tree. A summary of 
my questions to her was about as fol
lows: 

Q: "How big was it?' 
A: "About this long (18 inches) and 

about this big around (four inches in 
diameter). 

Q: "What shape did it have?" 
A: "'t was pointed in front but the 

back end was not pointed, it was sort of 
chopped off. It was giving off sparks 
which were coming out of the back end 
sort oflike a Roman candle but not near 
as much. Sometimes there was a little 
ball of fire ." 

Q: "Did it have wings?" 
A: "No, it was round. But, son, it 

looked like it was covered with purple 
fur." (High voltage, maybe?) 

Q: "How fast was it traveling?" 
A: "About as fast as a dove going 

home to roost." (I guess this to be about 
20 miles per hour. Mother was one-quar
ter Cherokee and observant of nature:) 

Q: "How long did you watch it?" 
A: "I ran to the back porch with Dad 

and watched it until it disappeared over 
the Cooper hill. It went about half way 

between the two big trees and dipped 
down when it crossed the creek. It 
stayed the same distance from the 
ground all the time. It rose as it went 
over the garden and went back down 
when it crossed the other creek. Then 
when it went up the Cooper hill it 
looked like it still stayed about the same 
height above the ground." (The Cooper 
hill was about a quarter-mile back of the 
house. The height above the ground was 
about 15 feet according to the height of 
the window and the angle at which she 
was looking when it passed her.) 

Q: "What did you think it was?" 
A: "I don't know. Dad said, 'Next time 

Harris<>n is here we1l ask him what the 
Air Force has that can fly without a 
pilot and doesn't have wings.' " 

My question is, what was this thing? 
If you have an explanation, please con
tact me: Harrison C. Mondy, 374 Hondo
Seco Road, P.O. Box 1696, El Prado 
87529 or call 776-5571. My e-mail 
address is: ydnomh@laplaza.org. 

Harrison C. Mondy is a Taos County 
resident. 
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On trail 
:·of UFO 
mystery 
L·ecture 
details ·· 
theories 
.Bx.MARY DIXON WBIDLER 
~Writer . 

Never mind the Men In 
Black. 

We are not alone, despite 
what our government may tell 
us. 

We have been visited by alien 
~nm..~famoft,~e 
government~ known about 
this for over 50 years and·Btill 
tefuaea to come clean, fearing a 
ecn:wide panic if~~~ 

~¥~known. · 
<1'bink "War of the Worlds" 

sneeta Black Monday and-yOu 
may W;lderat&nd the hesita
tion.) 

"UFFa do exist, ~yare.. 
~11be government .hils been 
10tally untruthful and ~e 
cover-up is ID888ive," Robert 
Hastings said in a 90-minute 
presentation given recently at 
Gloucester County College. 

St8ff photoa by Chits Rolli 

One of the slides In UFO buff Robert Hastings' presentation. 

'UFOs do exist, 
they are near, the 
government has 
been totally 
untruthful and the 
cover-up is 
massive. . . . The 
public has been 
kept in the dark. 
This may have 
been the best 

· approach at first, 
but not now.' 

- Robert Hastings, 
UFO enthusiast 

"Because of ~e Freedoui of 
Information Act, we have 
ac:cesa to approximately 10,000 
pages of CIA, Air Force and 
FBI documents concerning 
UFOa. These indicate beyond a 
reasonable doubt that flying 
saucers do exist. . . for five 
decades ~ere has been denial, 

Hastings presents the evidence for UFO activity dl,!ring his 9<Hnlnuta presentation given recently at Gloucester County College. 

· they've been dismissed by our 
government publicly, but 
behind the scenes, they are 
considered a national security 
matter," Hastings told the 
crowd of approximately 150 
people. 

Hastings, a laboratory 
analyst by trade, said that 
research concerning interplane
tary contact and unidentified 
flying objects has been his 
obsession for almost 30 years. 

But Hastings' experience 
with so-called flying saucers 

Persons inyoived in sightings 
were for.hidden to disseminate 
information about the sightings, 
Hastings said. 

Air Force pilots , who have 
frequently been involved in 
sightings, were similarly 
"hushed." The same order was 
imposed on private airlines and, 
although it was protested as a 
"Big Brother" tactic, the airlines 
agreed to comply, Hastings said. 

"The public has been kept in 
the dark. This may have been 
the best approach at first, but 
not now," he added. 

The presentation also included 

goes beyond the research stage. 
In fact, he claims to have 
witnesSed a "UFO incident" 
while working on an Air Force 
base 32 years ago. 

Hastings was a "16-year old 
Air Force brat," working part
time as a janitor at the 
Montana base where his father 
was stationed, when he had his 
own personal experience with 
UFOs. 

"I was present in an air 
traffic control booth when I saw 
(on the radar screen) five aerial 
targets .... It was immedi
ately apparent that these were 
not conventional aircraft," 
Hastings said. 

The aircraft hovered and 

a review of more famous "alien 
encounters," including the exam
ination of a New Hampshire 
couple by a saucerful of space 
beings and the "Roswell inci
dent," reportedly a government 
cover-up of a group of downed 
saucers and the bodies of their 
alien drivers . 

Hastings admitted that "there 
are not enough facts to draw a 
conclusion," although there is 
"persuasive circumstantial 
evidence." 

In his own research, Hastings 
has interviewed 23 retired Air 
Force officials. "They told me 

performed high speed maneu
vers near silos where atomic 
weapons were stored on base. 
Hastings said he was rushed 
out of the room that night. The 
next day, when he asked about 
the incident, his questions were 
dismissed. 

"I do not condemn United 
States government agencies for 
the secrecy," said Hastings, 
acknowledging that the expec
tation of a panic similar to the 
one initiated by Orson Wells' 
"War of the Worlds" was 
reasonable. 

"However, the public has the 
right and the definite need to 
know the facts," Hastings 
added. 

that when they personally 
observed these objects , at that 
precise moment, missiles failed 
and went off line. Then the disks 
made vertical high speed 
descents. 

"In every case, the missiles 
resumed functioning again 
without human intervention," 
Hastings said. 

"Most (of those interviewed) 
speculate that they witnessed a 
demonstration of the ability to 
shut down nuclear weapons," he 
added . 

Because of these demonstra
tions, Hastings speculates that 
the "visitors·· arc keeping a 

The facts, as Hastings 
outlined them in a "take-it-or
leave-it" lecture and slide show, 
include massive waves of 
"flying saucer" sightings dating 
back to 194 7. Often, these 
sightings were made by mili
tary personnel who noticed the 
objects hovered by nuclear 
weapon development centers, 
Hastings said. 

Although the Pentagon offi
cially dismissed the "saucers" 
as"solar reflections on clouds, 
broken-up meteors and flat
tened hail stones," Air Force 
researchers privately concluded 
they had found "something 
real, not fictitious, flat on the 
bottom and domed on top that, 

watchful eye on our activities. 
"It's like they're wagging a 

finger at Washington. They know 
what barbarians human beings 
are and, like a mother, they are 
concerned that we have these 
nuclear weapons," Hastings said. 

He believes that these encoun
ters come late at night to save 
the public from panic. ''This way, 
they effectively get their message 
to our leaders without alarming 
the public," Hastings pointed out. 

He encouraged his audience to 
obtain the information that has 
become available through the 
Freedom oflnformation Act. 

when approached, took action 
that must be considered 
evasive." 

"Beginning in the late 40s, 
our government had increasing 
evidence of the presence of 
UFOs. It became clear they 
were distinctly interested in 
nosing around our nuclear 
weapons," Hastings told the 
audience. 

Hastings said that in 1953 
the CIA secretly took charge of 
U.S. UFO policy. In that year, 
the Robertson Panel Report 
called for "debunking (the 
sightings) to reduce public 
interest in flying saucers." 

"There is at this time a wealth 
of information in the public 
domain" indicating the deception 
of the public by the U.S. govern
ment concerning UFOs. 

"It's simply a matter of time 
before all . of this is out in the 
open. We must begin to educate 
ourselves with credible sources of 
information," Hastings said. 
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Lights in the sky lead to spurious conjectures 

<t 

FNthose of y.ou who weren ' t look
"'g up ,1t the night sky Friday from 9:06 
tn 4:0H p.m . you missed a spectacular 
.:: ig ht. 

What started ou t looking like two 
,1ircr<1 ft in the western sky grew into a 
cluster of lights- two large ones and a 
n1uple dozen smaller ones - that tra
\ t·r sed the night above Lynden and dis
, : ~•p<' <.:m•d soundlessly to the east, pre
"IJill<lbly ..1cross the intf'rnational border. 

Theories as to wha t they were are 
rw.1rly .1~ 11U111erous as the lights them
:-. l ' h'l'~ . Seattle news media first offered 
tht> unlikely ~"'<pl;mation of a glimpse of 
ol lllcleor <>hower that isn't due for two 
\P, lr~ yet. 

Wlwn they had the opportunity to 
bt•gin checking their facts, it was offered 
th .lt tin• ii);hb w~re the burning remilins 
of a So•iet rocket that had re-entered the 
earth' s <.1 tmosphere. Space junk, they call 
it. (Great. We had to contend with junk 
honds and junk mail and now we get to 
add space junk to the growing list of 
jnnk.) 

Lynden Tribune illuslralion/RIC HALLOCK 

Theviewofthe lights in the sky Friday as seen looking west from Hampton Road. The lights crossed the sky in less than two minutes 
disappearing beyond the horizon line toward Sumas. 

A reluctant rocket is more plausible 
with the exception they reported (one 
and all) that the rocket fell harmlessly 
into the Pacific Ocean. 

they have the Stealth fighter, wttich 
means they have <>omething Llllciet· in 
the ilir right now . 

Going from the ridiculous to the 
surreal, we could surmise it was an elabo
rate special effects that will show up on 
an upcoming "X-Files" episode. Last time I checked, Lynden is a 

good 20 miles inland and the "rocket" 
made no indication of turning around to 
go for a swim. 

A good conspirator will find plenty 
of grist for their rumor mill. Let's see if I 
can add to that. 

There's a reason why tlwre ,lre more 
UFO sightings in the Pncific Nurthwt>st 
than any other .1rr.i' 111 the workl. Home 
to Boeing, after <Ill . 

Combine the two conspirncies above 
and you get the mili tary trying ou t the 
latest caphrred l.JFO hardware. 

Whatever they were, they were real 
and they made for a dazzling light show 
for a lucky handful of people in the right 
place and time to wih1ess them . 

Naturally, the easiest of conspira
cies to jump on is that it was a UF01 or 
rather, a whole bunch ofthem. Why they 
didn't turn off my car's engine or elec
tronics is a baffler. Don't they under
stand the rules of sip;htings? 

Right up there with little grey men 
with almond eyes is the theory of mili
tary cover-up. Hey, they're admitting 

Or, perhaps it was a rocke t but not 
from the Soviets. Saddam Hussein has 
been squawking about the rnother to the 
mother of all wars . Maybe this was an ill
fated Scud that scudded at<>p the outer 
ionesphere, crumbling before it could 
rumble back to earth . 

Consider the odds of a rocket enter
ing the atmosphere above a populated 
area, at night, on a cloudless Northwest 
November, and looking up at the precise 
time. The odds are astronomical. 

It was brief and mystifying and ulti
mately fun to have the lucky opportu
nity to see a sight that few people will 
ever have the chance to see. 

ISLANDER, Pensacola Beach , Fl - Aug. 20, 1997 

YWAT CH ~IARY 

W e .have had some inter
esting news this week, 
as well as sightings, 

details of which follow. The news 
is that Lee and Brit Elders and 
Jaime Maussen from Mexico will 
be visiting the Gulf Breeze area 
the first weekend of September. 
They will be filming and doing 
interviews for a show on Mexican 
television . Jaime is currently 
involved with three T.V. shows in 
Mexico, although the famous 60 
Minutos is no longer on the air. 
Jaime is well known for his 
research with the Mexico City 
sightings and the sightings/pho
tographs by Carlos Diaz of the 
plasma craft in Mexico. It should 
be an interesting weekend, partic
ularly since Brit Elders has agreed 
to speak for the Pensacola/Gulf 
Breeze MUFON Group at their 
monthly meeting. This means, of 
course, that the meeting will be 
brought forward a week to 
September 7th instead of 
September 14th. This is an excel
lent opportunity to hear a 
researcher of Brit's caliber, and 
she will surely have an interesting 
talk. Mark your calendars, and 
we'll see you there. 

Now to the sightings. They 
occurred on Monday, August ll th 
1997 at Shoreline Park . There 
were a total of ten people at 
Shoreline Park skywatching . 
Unfortunately I was not there 
myself, but of the ten witnesses, 
four were regular skywatchers, 
five were a family from Pensacola 
and the other witness was a visitor 
from Valpariso, FL. My thanks to 
Ray Pollock for his detailed report 
of the sighting. I also spoke with 
three other witnesses personally. 

At 9:00 p.m. one witness saw a others and with a slight reduction 
bright wine-red light just above a in size from the first to the fourth . 
newly constructed building near The placement gave the distinct 
the junction of Via de Luna and impression that this curved line of 
Fort Pickens Road on Santa Rosa lights was attached to an object. 
Island. The elevation was approxi- The fourth light even appeared to 
mately five degrees (the witness be partially obscured by an angu
told me "twice as high as the lar obstruction . The lights all 
building" and I believe the build- came on at once and remained in 
ing is some sixteen stories high). view in the same position for over 
The sighting lasted approximately ten seconds. There was no sense 
10 seconds during which time the of fading, they just "blinked off." 
light did not change intensity and There was no change in intensity 
appeared circular or slightly ovoid or coloration during the time they 
in shape. "It ju~t blinked out" the were visible. No rising or falling 
witness told me. motion, or motion of any other 

Prior to this sighting another kind was detected. The shape of 
witness had seen a bright white the lights was nearly circular. but 
light glow on and dim out in an slightly ovoid." From the drawing 
area directly across from that was made of the sighting. it 
Shoreline Park, over Santa Rosa gives a clear impression of a row 
Island to the south. "We saw a lot of red lights along a curved edge, 
of "poppers" all evening too, we with the fourth light being partial
haven 't seen many of those lately ly obscured. Weather conditions at 
either," the witness told me. the time were clear. the moon was 
("Poppers" are how the skywatch- approximately half full. No air
ers at Shoreline Park describe craft activity was detected in the 
short bursts or flashes of light, vicinity of the sightings. 
usually points of light, that appear Last week we wrote about 
in the sky. They can range in color sightings that occurred on Perdido 
from white, throug!:t red and even Key during the weekend of July 
green has been seen. They range 18th-20th, 1997, during Hurricane 
in size from very tiny to about the Danny. This week I had the 
size of a baseball). opportunity to speak personally 

The second sighting occurred with .one of the witnesses and he 
at 9:18p.m. and was observed by confirms that the sighting took 
the family of five from Pensacola· place on Sunday, July 20th, 1997. 
and Ray and Elise Pollock. Other Not a "UFO buff," this witness 
witnesses at the scene told me "I was obviously very excited about 
was looking the other way and the what he had seen. He said that the 
other group was quite far down boys that were with him. hi s son 
the Shoreline from us, so by the and. his son's friend were also very 
time we realized what was hap- ex.cited. "The boys :were so taken 
pening, we had missed it." The With the whole thmg that they 
sighting consisted of "four red stayed all night out on the hal
lights in a row, with the fourth cony, fixing the lawn chairs for 
being somewhat lower than the beds , so th at they could keep 

watch on the sky and see if the 
object returned or if they could 
see anything else ." The witness, 
whose first name is Phil. ~:tated 
that the elevation of the object 
when it was stationary in front of 
them was approximatel y 10 
degrees . It appeared to be at a 
height of approximately 3000 
feet." It is hard to described how 
far out over the ocean it was," Phil 
says, "but it was definitely .,.r 
the green part." Those of you who 
are familiar with our Gulf Coast 
will know that the ocean appears 
an emerald green color close in to 
shore, turning a deep azure blue as 
you go further out into the Gulf. 
the area of "green" is usually not 
more than around a half mile out. 
'The things that go me about this 
object were its size, the color of it, 
and the speed with which it left," 
Phil states . "I am still trying to 
rationalize it as some military 
object, but there is no way we 
have anything that moves that fast 
from a standing start." Phil 
describes the size of the object as 
appearing to be about "four feet 
long and about one to two inches 
wide" at ann's length. It appeared 
in a horizontal position in the sky 
in front of the witnesses. "It was 
just there in the sky - not moving 
at all. It was very large, I cannot 
imagine how big it would be close 
too, bug, very big, and the color of 
it was strange, lime green, you 
know, like the lime green 
Gatorade the kids drink-not 
green like you see on the running 
lights of a plane. And it was glow
ing, self illuminated, the whole 
thing was green and white, not 
lights, but the thing itself. And 
there were fins on one end, maybe 
five or six. They were not illumi
nated, but the light from the object 
itself was strong enough that you 
could see them." Phil went on to 

state that the object was totally 
silent and it was over a minute 
that it was just there in front of 
them. 'Then it took off, so fast, so 
very fast, it was out over the hori
zon before you could even think 
about it-gone in two seconds. 
All my kids could say was, "Oh 
God, Oh God!!" it really had them 
going." The two other men who 
were with Phil and his kids said 
that there had been two other sim
ilar sightings that weekend. "We 
were awestruck," Phil told me. 

I wish they would finish the 
construction at Shoreline Park . 
They are working on the bath
rooms now, and they have pur 
turquoise blue metal roofs on the 
gazebos. Summer will be over 
before long and the project is still 
not finished. We 'ire getting used 
to it though. and even though the 
park is not as natural as it used to 
be, and the shorebirds have been 
forced to look elsewhere for 
places to fish, it is still a good spot 
for skywatching. I just hope that 
new lighting is not part of the 
overall plan . The lights that are 
there are bright enough and intru
sive enough on our efforts. 

If you have a sighting or 
encounter to report, or wish to 
contact the local Experiencer 
Support Group. please call the 
Pensacola/Gulf Breeze MUFON 
Hotline at 438-3261. If you would 
like information. please write to: 
Carole Baker, P.O. Box 17152, 
Pensacola FL 32522-7152. Keep 
Looking Up! 
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~KYWATC H ~IARY 
~Ayres Says 
N Archway Near 
c.i 

~UFO Site 
...J 
LL. 

~ Avery busy week for Ufology 
~ this week, both locally and 
ail worldwide. On the local level, we 

have had some sighting activity as 
~ well as several visitors to Shoreline 
u Park. Worldwide, of course, there 
: has been the response of the United 
; States Air Force to the 1947 
A. Roswell Incident in light of the 
ci upcoming 50th Anniversary cele
w brations, with their "latest" report 
c "Roswell Report: Case Closed." 
~ Locally, we had an interesting 
...J sighting reported on Thursday 
~ evening, June 19, 1997 which was 

followed by some unusual heli
copter activity at Shoreline Park 
which seems to have involved an 
unidentifiable object. The sighting 
was reported to skywatchers at 
Shoreline Park at 9:45 p.m. The 
witness had just returned from a 
meeting in Gulf Breeze where 
there was discussion of trying to 
change the image of the City of 
Gulf Breeze from the "UFO 
Capital of the World. " (Sorry 
Guys, I think it's too late for that!) 
Anyway, the witness had returned 
home and was on the telephone 
when a very loud, low helicopter 
flew over the house. The witness 
lives in the area of Gulf Breeze 
which is between the High School 
and Shoreline Park. The witness 
rushed outside to see what was 
going on, and reports seeing clear
ly a "white helicopter chasing a 
saucer with three green luminous 
portholes on the side." The witness 
states that the helicopter and the 
saucer were clearly visible because 
of illumination from the lights on 
the local ballfield and street lights 
and that the helicopter and the 
saucer flew very low over the 
house , making a sdharp turn 
toward Shoreline Park. 'That heli
copter was really on the saucer 's 
butt." the witness reports, "There 
was no doubt that the helicopter 
was chasing the saucer .. . I always 
thought this stuff was all to do with 
the military in the area until now .. 
. there is no way that what this 
helicopter was chasing was man
made - this event has really 
changed my mind and made me eat 
a lot of words," the witness told 
me. Driving directly to Shoreline 
Park the witness reported the sight
ing to skywatchers there. 

That evening there was a group 
of seven people skywatching at the 
time . Some twenty-five minutes 
later at I 0: 10 p.m. the sky watchers 
at Shoreline Park (including the 
witness to the earlier event) report
ed seeing two helicopters apparent
ly esco'rting a third unidentifiable 
object across the Sound toward 
Santa Rosa Island and then east 
along the Beach toward the bridge. 
All of the witness accounts detail 
two helicopters escorting a third 
object which appeared anomalous. 
It has been described as an oblong 
object, "like the fuselage of a small 
plane" with a small white light on 
one end and either portholes or 
luminous blue circles along its 
flank. The manner in which this 
object exited the area is of particu
lar interest and has been described 
in several different ways. Another 
witness who has come forward , 
lives across the Sound from 
Shoreline Park on the nonh shore 
of Santa Rosa Island. He reports 
that at the stated time he was out
side and observed three helicopters 
flying over, very low, one without 
any lights on at all. This situation is 
still under investigation and further 
details will be forthcoming in the 
near future . Two of the witnesses at 
Shoreline Park were visiting from 
the Nashville, Tenn . area and one 
of these witnesses has had several 
UFO sightings in the past, one of 
which lasted over four hours while 
he chased a craft through four 
counties in Tennessee. 

On Friday evening, J~research the Roswell incident in~ 
1997, a witness reported seeing a the hope of one day uncovering the 
strange object hovering over the real truth. 
'fishing pier that runs parallel with If anyone has any sightings or 
the three~ mile bridge from experiences to report or they would 
Pensac?la to Gulf Breeze. It was at wish to contact the local ex peri
approximately II : 15 p.m. when he encer support group, please. call the 
sp?tted a strange square shaped Pensacola/Gulf Breeze MUFON 
O~Ject that appeared to be covered Hotline at 438-3261. Or if anyone 
w1th small lights "the size of ping wishes to receive information , 
pong balls" that flashed on and off please write to me at P.O. Box 
in different colors, red, green, yel- 17152, Pensacola, FL 32522-7152. 

UFO his torian and songwriter Bob 
~ Ayres believes the "southside of the 
r:.~ Archway" will rest within a mile of 
cP an alleged 1957 UFO landing si te on 
-g the Platte. 
:i Bob has kept the UFO legend ali ve 

for 40 years with recorded songs and 
ci stories. 
w ii: He has also written a humorous 
::) song about a controversy over whether 
0 Kearney County or Buffalo County 
0 hold claim to the landing sight. 

Ayres is a former Minden resident 
now residing in Holdrege. 

low and white. The object was esti- Keep Looking Up! 
mated to be approximately 500 feet .... !-•llli~ill• 

ELl EVES 
~ ALIENS PRESENT 

above the fishing pier and approxi
mately 1500 feet out from it over 
the bay. The witness was obviously 
not able to stop on the bridge 
although he reports that he "slowed 
right down to get a really good 
look" and then pulled off at the 
Gulf Breeze end of the bridge on 
the east side, but by then the object 
had disappeared. 

If anyone else witnessed either 
of these events, the helicopter situ
ation on Thursday evening or the 
object over the fishing bridge on 
Friday night, please call the hotline 
number below. We are anxious to 
gather more information on both of 
these events and as usual , confi
dentiality is assured. 

We also enjoyed talking with a 
couple on vacation in Gulf Breeze 
from Oklahoma City this week. 
They made a point of coming to 
Shoreline Park to see if they could 
see a UFO. Dana and Vicki both 
have a deep interest in the subject 
of Ufology and have made a prior 
trip to the Rachel , NV area on their 
vacation last year. Vicki told me 
that they plan to visit all the UFO 
hotspots on their annual vacations. 

Now, as far as the United States 
Air Force's "Case Closed" Report 
on Roswell is concerned, what can 
one say? This is now the fourth 
explanation that the Air Force has 
offered on the Roswell Incident, 
and fifty years later, we are still 
being given such outlandish expla
nations that it must make even the 
skeptics pause for thought. Are we 
really to believe that the witnesses 
who were members of the 509th 
Bomber Squadron who were the 
only squadron with A-bomb capa
bilities were unable to determine 
what they saw in July of 1947? 
Surely these would have been our 
crack troops, and surely the local 
residents who came forward with 
detailed accounts of the events of 
those few days in July would not 
have been so mistaken as to the 
description of the craft and the 
remains of its passengers. No refer
ence was made in the Air Force's 
explanation of the time difference 
between the 194 7 newspaper report 
of the Roswell crash and the com
mencement of the use of the dum
mies in tests in the early fifties. It 
would have been interesting if one 
of the news coverages could have 
included some comments from 
Stanton Friedman. His research on 
Roswell stands for itself and would 
have offered a strong counterpart 
to the Air Force's explanat ions. 
Even the news people at the con
feren ce obviously found so me 
maj or ho les in th e Ai r Force 's 
explanation and the Colonel hold
ing the news conference even 
admitted that the Air Force could 
not direc tl y like th e eve nts 
described in the report with the 
1947 incident at Roswell , it was 
just that there were some similari
ties whi c h may be expl ana ti on 
enough. For whom? 

Ros we ll ce le brates its 50th 
Anni ve rsary ove r th e Jul y 4t h 
weekend . Many UFO researchers 
will be attending the events which 
span several days and include lec
tures. meetings. banquets and other 
special events. Many people will 
be attending th is celebration and 
many people wil l !'>till continue to 

:::! What's all this stuff about 
-C' aliens . .. about dancing lights in 
0 the night sky . . . about outer 
~ space creatures and the taking of 
g male sperm and eggs from 
a: women? 
~ Serious matter or a big ha-ha 
~ right from the pages of the 
w supermarket tabloids? 
Z Nobody laughed when Dr. 
a: Karyn K Mitchell, N.D., Ph. D., 
0 began her presentation with the 
~ words, "I am an abductee and a 
...J contact." 

The Aerial Phenomena Rf'
search Organization g'coup and 
visitors gathered round a table in 
Dixon's Loveland Community 
Center and listened intently to 
what she had to say. 

Karyn and her husband 
Steven are certified hypnother
apy instructors who see their 
"focus" as restoring a normal life 
to people who have been ab
ducted by aliens. 

And there allegedly are mil
ions of them. 

Accorcfing to a Roper Report 
published in 1992, "one in fifty 
~ericans has been abducted by 
aliens, 3. 7 million people, or two 
percent of the 185 million U.S. 
citizens have been abducted." 

Articulate and attractively 
gentle-spoken, Karyn describes 
how contactees are often left 

with a feeling of intense respon
sibility regarding ominous pre
dictive images. She asks, "If you 
were to tell people, how would 
you do it? You could casually 
mention that you were taken up 
onto a large spaceship, had all 
kinds of reproductive tests, and 
then saw the end of the world 
transpire." 

But, this usually doesn't bring 
a positive response. So. . . what 
does Karyn recommend? 

The Mitchells have deter
mined that fear of being labeled 
crazy and fear of rejection kee1J 
people from the help and healing 
which they need: "It no longer 
matters what anyone thinks-the 
pain and the abductions can and 
must be stopped." 

Karyn says she has worked 
with over a hundred UFO ab
ductee clients and many more 
contactees who have found help 
through regressive hypnother
apy. 

In her third book, "Abductions: 
Stop Them, Heal Them," the 
transcript of a session is printed. 
Following is an excerpt. The 
client has been "regressed" to the 
creation of his problems and is 
describing a cave (or craft) of 

some sort: 
Therapist: Are you alone? 
Client: No, there is someone 

with me. . . I can see the legs, 
looks like some sort of gray, 
stretchy smooth material .. . I see 
long fingers . . . twice as long as 
ours, only not so many, maybe 
three. 

Therapist: What happens 
next? · 

Client: I am trying to bargain 
with him or her, but it doesn't 
seem to understand what I am 
saying or doesn't care." 

The client explains that these 
ongoing abductions have been 
experienced since the age of two 
or three. 

According to the Mitchells, 
possible indicators .:for people 
who suspect they they have been 
abducted include: unusual hair 
loss, consistent (same time each 
day) ringing in the ears, scars or 
mystery wounds without cause 
or reason, missing time and 
memory lapse , dreams of 
strange encounters, undefined 
paranoia, and a sense of falling 
or jolting back into bed. 

One chapter on why abduc
tions occur suggests an alien 
race, the Zeta Reticuli, are "taking 
sperm samples from men and 
eggs from women." One female 
client wished to continue her ab
ductions because she said she be
came the mother of a hybrid 
child and was allowed to nurture 
this child during her "visits." 

A Polaroid photograph of the 
hybrid girl mysteriously disap
peared from Karyn 's pocket 
during an interview with a cllm
era crew, but she said she cv\lld 
well remember what t he child 
looked like-"very sparse hair, 
enormous eyes and pale gray 
skin." 

Karyn describes a nother 
woman · who had conceived 
twins. This woman reported she 
had also observed mysterious, 
colored lights dancing over her 
area in the night sky around the 
time of her babies' conception. 
Later, the twins "vanished" from 
her womb and her doctor 
accused her of having a surgical 
procedure. Interestingly enough, 
the girl's mother said she had 
experienced a vivid dream of 
someone stealing the babies. 

A chapter on implants de
~ribes tracking devices, energy 
Impulses, and the therapist even 
spoke of devices for harvesting 
genetic material. She reports see
ing wounds on clients which in
volve these extra terrestrial im
plants, and also explains how to 
remove them. 

The APRO group asked qu~
tions about Karyn's own abduc
tion experiences, which she gra
ciously answered, but asked that 
they be edited from the televised 
taping of her presentation and 
not be publicized. 

Later, APRO Director Bill 
Heft, who recently spoke at the 
Rockford Rotary Club luncheon, 

"HERE THEY COME" 
said he believes the group must 
support people ~d never 
ridicule or dismiss their opinions. 

The que11t.ion he always asks 
is, what is God's place among 
aliens? "IF aliens really exist, then 
God created them. Nothing exists 
that is is not a part of His plan," 
says Heft. 

Voicing his concern over mes
sages of "spa~ brothers coming 
to save mankind from destruc
tion," Heft says he is in the orga
nization to refute such beliefs. He 
explains that a UFO cult has de
veloped world wide which is ac
tually a "religion" and a warning 
has to be sounded. "I am that 
warning voice," says the former 
Baptist minister. 

Speaking of the suicida: 
Heaven's Gate followers , Heft 
admits that the weirdest, off-the
wall ideas often surface in the 
fringes of the UFO followers , 
adding that "to commit suicide in 
order to live smacks against all 
common sense." The Heaven's 
Gate cult was never a part of 
APRO although they tried to join 
at one time, according to Bill. 

Christians, he says, need to be 
involved to offer balance. Tele
vision host of biblical prophecy 
programs, Jack Van Impe, ac
knowledges UFOs as Sata nic 
manifestations, according to 
Heft. "The devil can dupe people 
into believing they are seeing 
aliens when they are not but ~ 
lievers have authority o~er dev
ils," says the director. 

As the evening progressed, the 
group of men and women sat 
quietly, each alone with his own 
ideas, and yet sharing a curious 
bond with the others. They had 
all seen something they could not 
explain. 

Nobody laughed . 
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SUN-TIMES, Chicago, IL - Dec. 3, 1997 WAYN E COUNTY PRESS, Fairfield, IL - Nov. 13, 1997 

'Fireball' fires up UFO Visited Wayne 
County 34 Years Ago 

the UFO crowd c:!~C!J~ClJ~ 
Man reports strange light over Will Co. TIDUDITS 

descend from the clouds straight down. " From the mind of JACK VERTREES 
BY ART GOLAB 
SUBURBAI'\ REPORTER 

Scully and Mulder, look out . 
The sighting of a mysterious fireball in the sky near 

New Lenox over the weekend has drawn the attention 
of UFO specialists from all over the country. 

It afso has become fodder for a national
ly syndicated radio show dealing with the 
paranormal. But authorities are not ready 
to open an X-File yet and call in agents 
Dana Scully and Fox Mulder from the TV 
show. 

A search by Will County sheriffs police 
found no evidence of debris, and the FAA 
reported no planes missing or sightings on 
radar. "We looked into it, and there is no 
aviation connection that we can deter
mine," FAA spokesman Don Zochert said. 

But Tinley Park businessman and pilot Tim Jane
cyk, one of three people who reported the phenome
non to police, knows he saw something. 

He was driving west on Interstate 80 near Parker 
Road about 6:30 p.m. Sunday with his girlfriend 
when, off to the left, he saw "a brilliant fireball 

The object, the size of a full moon. lit up the clouds. 
trailing a C(llumn of smoke, Janecyk said. It appeared 
to be descending about 125 to 150 m.p .h .. he said . "It 
was too slow for a meteor," said .l:meryk, a private 
pilot for eight years. Within 20 seconds, it disap· 
peared behind some trees, he said. 

Janecyk called New Lenox police, who 
notified Will County sheriffs police. Offi
cers investigated but found nothing, said 
Lt. Mike Moran. 

Janecyk also called the National UFO 
Reporting Center in Seattle, whose director, 
Peter Davenport, discussed it Monday for 
half an hour on "Art Bell Coast to Coast," 
an overnight radio program heard locally on 
WLS-AM (890). Davenport deRrribed simi
lar sightings near Kansas City. Mo. 

Janecyk also was contacted by John Timmerman of 
Lima, Ohio, a case investigator for the Mutual UFO 
Network. "We're not suggesting it could be of extra
terrestrial o rigin," Timmerman said. "It could be 
some space device that man put up there that decided 
to come back home. We're just trying to identify it 
and explain it." 

Got a phone call the other day 
from a young lady of 100 years, 
Nellie Austin over Wayne City 
way. She was a delight and pleased 
that she got 139 birthday cards on 
her Sept. 29 birthday when she hit 
the century mark. Not many of us 
get that far and Nellie would have 
been around when the Titanic 
sank in 1912. 

* * * 
Nellie did go back on us a bit in 

time to about 34 years ago and 
asked if we remembered talking to 
members of the Austin family after 
an UFO incident involving her 
grandson, Ronnie Austin and his 
girl friend, Phyllis Bruce, · after 
they had gone to a movie in M t. 
Vernon. As the young couple 
started home, a strange and myste-

I 
rious light in the sky began follow-
ing them, all the way home, thru 
the countryside. 

The light hung in the sky for a 
time after Ronnie got home. The 
light was seen by a number of peo
ple that night. The sighting at
tracted national attention and the 
Air Force sent its UFO experts 
here and a Northwestern Univer
sity professor, considered top man 
in the US at that time in UFO 
sightings cam!'! tQ9. We don't .recall 
t.he Air Force verdict on the sight
mg but we are sure that they de
termined it was no UFO since the 
Air Force doesn't believe in UFOs. 
Interesting story and yes, we be
lieve there are UFOs around. Inci
dentally, Ronnie and Phyllis be
came Mr. and Mrs. and still are. 

ISLANDER, Pensacola Beac~FL - Dec. 24, 1997 
DAILY UNIVERSE, Provo, UT - Oct. 30, 1997 

UFOs on new CD-ROM LETTER TO Tflf EDITOR 

By TIMOTHY KENNEDY 
Univ~ru StajfWrittr 

"UFOs: Just The Facts" is a won
derful new multimedia CD-ROM 
that does a fabulous job of provid
ing both detailed and documented 
information for those intrigued by 
the phenomenon of UFOs. 

The CD-ROM, produced by the 
Sky Multimedia group, is promoted 
as being both entertaining and 
informative, a description I would 
quickly agree with. As I browsed 
trrough the various menu options 
~nd explored the information con
tained therein , I was entertained 
and better informed on the subject 
of OFOs. 

Orte of my -favotite parts of the 
CD-ROM was the "Film and 
Video" exhibit. While the film sec
tion only offers six different videos 
of UFOs, the shots are intriguing. 
One in particular I liked was the 
shot from a space shuttle that 
showed a meteor and lightning 

storm on Earth t~ is interrupted 
for a brief time by what appears to 
be a large UFO c:oming out of the 
clouds . While the shot is distant 
and shaky, it is st1U fairly convinc
ing. Other shots Include one from 
space showing something zipping 
off in the distance, plus a couple of 
other shots from Earth . All in all 
the footage is decent, but like most 
UFO footage , it It difficult to fol
low and ambiguous at best. 

Another interesting section, enti
tled "Government Documents," 
contained convincing evidence of 
government cover-ups from both 
the military and FBI, some of 
which were originally intended for 
various presidents and other impor
tant government officials. The CD
ROM lays out both the original 
copy and a translated version, mak
ing it easier to unders tand , 
although the actual content of the 
documents is difficult to decipher. 
Still, the fact tha t the documents 
exist, and you can read them on the 

CD-ROM, somehow makes the 
whole idea of a government cover
up credible. It is a must-see for 
anyone who is convinced deep 
down that the government is hold
ing out on its UFO information. 

Although most of the information 
on the CD-ROM is interesting and 
entertaining, some of it is just plain 
boring. The "Timeline" section is a 
true sleeper in its attempt to trace 
the important dates of UFO history. 
Equally boring is the "UFO Lore" 
section , which contains ancient 
hieroglyphics and artifacts that are 
somehow connected to UFOs in the 
past. These portions of the CD
ROM are the definite downside to 
the presentation , offering little 
detail and few graphics . 

Overall "UFOs: Just The Facts" is 
an entertaining and interesting 
approach to the subject of UFOs. It 
contains information and fabulous 
graphics that come together in a 
fun package for UFO buffs every
where . 

Dear F.Oifor: 

! enjoyed reading your letter 
from Ken Manning concerning 
the tenth anniversary of the 

Gulf B re eze UFOs (Nov. 12 
issue). In h is 1997 book c alled 
UFOS ARE R EAL: HER E 'S 
THE P ROOF, Gulf B reeze c on
tractor Ed Walters and co-author 
Bruce Maccabee, Ph.D ., described 
my research and discovery made 
in 1992 that on a Mercator flat 
map of the world Gulf Breeze is 
the center of a huge circle that 
cuts through the northwest edge of 
North America at Alaska and the 
southern edge of South America. 
Thus, Gulf B reeze is the topo
graphical center of North America 
and South America. Also , Gulf 
Breeze forms a nea rly perfect 
equilateral triangle with the North 
Pole and the center of the world 
on a half-section view of the 
earth . In addition, Gulf B reeze 
and the Japan Trench in the 

NORTH COUNTY TIMES, [City Unknown] , CA - Sept. 28, 1997 CR: P. Ruez 

Crash-test dummies, UFOs - a starting point 
PAUl and CATHY RUEZ 

G 
aze into the star-studded 
night sky and feel the sen· 
sation of sheer wonder· 
ment and respect, and con-
nect with the vastness of 

nature's creation, the universe, 
our home. 

As Hollywood and tabloid me· 
dia managers try to exploit the au· 
ra of uncertainty regarding life in 
the universe, thoughtful people 
look to the heavens and contem· 
plate more rational explanations 
concerning the vastness of the 
cosmos and the origins of life. 
These thoughts are further stimu
lated by responsibl e information 
indicating extraterrestrial civiliza· 
tions, past and present. 

People ask why they don't hear 
more of this kind of information. 
It 's important to know that a 1959 
NASA report warned against re
leasing data indicating contact 
with ETs or ET artifacts (like the 

"Face on Mars"). 
While some officials have 

helped, and continue to encour
age the release of in-depth infor
mation, this NASA report, we be· 
lieve, helped set the precedent for 
discrediting and ignoring informa· 
tion that indicates we are not 
alone in the universe. The report 
warned that the social, economic, 
scientific and religious status quo 
would be disrupted if such infor
mation were made public. 

If we scan the papers, research 
reports and private testimonies 
from the late 1940s up through 
the present day, despite the vigor· 
ous efforts of some government 
and private concerns to look the 
other way, we note that technolog
ically advanced unidentified fly. 
ing objects have been observed 
landing on Earth, flying in the air 
and on the moon and Mars. 

Public pressure led to the gov· 
ernment-sponsored Condon Re· 
port. Designed to look "objec
tive," it was admittedly biased . 

Despite the best efforts to bury 
the "saucers" this 1969 "report " 
was unable to disprove about 30 
percent of the cases chosen for ex· 
amination. 

In addition to sightings and 
daylight landings, scientists also 
are stating publicly their findings 
that life is not limited to just this 
little planet Earth. Chemical 
building blocks of life are discov
ered in space. NASA announces 
the discovery of indications of or· 
ganic life in a Mars rock. Mars 
Viking mission scientists (1976) 
can't say for sure we didn't find 
life. 

A senior chemical researcher 
reports that we should not be sur
prised when we land on another 
planet to have an ET who looks 
like us welcome us with a hand· 
shake. Discoveries show that the 
principles and laws of nature that 
govern life on Earth are universal. 

Consider that historically the 
telescope was thought to be an 
" instrument of the devil," the 

Earth was "known" to he the ccn· 
ter of the universe and people 
were executed for stating that oth
er planets are inhabited. Human 
visitors from "above" hold promi· 
nent places in Earth's mythology, 
scriptw·es and history. 

"We Discovered Alien Bases on 
the Moon II," by the late Fred 
Steckling of Vista, shows NASA 
photos with objects hovering 
above, and rolling on, the lunar 
surface. We have examined the 
original NASA photos and see 
them as very strong evidence of 
ET activity. 

Information is knowledge, and 
with greate r understanding, per· 
haps, as you gaze into the night 
sky you can feel what it's like to 
live in a populated universe. 

Paul & Kathy Ruez, coordinators of the 
Space Science Education Project, teach 
classes, lecture and write on th is subject 
E-mail : spacesci@mailhost2.csusm.edu. 
"We Discovered Alien Bases On The 
Moon II" and further information is 
available at www.gafintl -adamski .com. 

Pacific form a perfect equilateral 
triang le with the ancient Great 
Pyramid of Gizeh in Egypt (circa 
2600 B .C.) on an overhead view 
of the world from space or the 
North Pole. 

What I am getting at i~ that in 
Carole Baker's "Skywatch Diary" 
in The Islander for November 12, 
1997, five people driving along 
Nine Mile Road in Pensacola dur
ing November, 1997, said they 
saw three large lights in the sky in 
the shape of a triangle. The lights 
were big, yellow-colored, and the 
entire triangle was big. 

After ten years of the UFOs 
over Pensacola-Gulf Breeze, are 
the objects trying to send us some 
kind of graphic or mathematical 
message in the form of a huge 
equilateral triangle? If the UFOs 
do come from space-what kind 
of graphic message could be more 
logical and reasonable than one 
set in mathematical and graphic 
_pes!gl!_terms _and concerning t_h~ 
world and outer space and other 
worlds? 

With the Ed Walters photos 
starting in 1987-88 and other 
sightings ranging up into 1997, I 
suggest that more and more infor
mation will be made clear and 
more and more dramatic sightings 
over Pensacola-Gulf Breeze will 
occur in the months and years 
ahead. In future years, I think that 
some kind of monument or center 
of learning related to the coming 
of the UFOs will be built at Gulf 
Breeze. This might be related to 
the ancient Great Pyramid of 
Gizeh in Egypt and to Meso
American civilizations or to tem
ples of learning and a center place 
related to superior wisdom or 
learning and the theme of revealed 
knowledge and truths . 

Kenneth Larson 
Author; Gulf Breeze UFOs: 

Topographical Center of North & 
South America 
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FOREIGN NEWS 
[All British clippings courtesy of Timothy Good, unless otherwise credited.] 

DAILY MAIL, London, England - Dec. 9, 1997 CR: G. Conway 

AS EXPERTS MEET AT A WORLD UFO CONGRESS, A STARTLING THEORY FROM A TOP WRITER 

COLIN WILSON is one of Britain's most 
eminent authors. He has written dozens 
of plays and books, covering subjects 
from Mozart and Rasputin to Tolkien 
and Hermann Hesse, and has been a 
visiting professor at leading American 
universities. But it was for his studies of 
real-life crime, In particular serial 
murder, that he acquired an 
International reputation. Possessed of a 
first-rate sceptical mind, he prides 
himself on solving forensic problems. 
H is in this context that what follows is 
an extraordinary testament. For here, as 
experts from all over the world meet In 
Mexico for the second World UFO 
Congress, Wilson reveals for the first 
time why he believes that there are, 
Indeed, aliens among us. 

by COLIN 
WILSON 

T 
HREE years ago in Washing
ton DC, at a conference on 
unsolved mysteries, I heard a 
professor named David 
Jacobs lecturing about UFO 

abductions. 
I could hardly believe my ears when he 

said that thousands of Americans believed 
they had been kidnapped by aliens, taken 
on board spacecratt, and often subjected to 
some kind of medical examination. 

What was more, Jacobs said, the aliens 
usually destroyed ali memory of the abduc
tion, and the victims came to suspect that 
something was wrong only when they 
became aware or 'missing time'. 

t~rt~~;ele~~e I ~k~~~~~o~~: ~~~J'~tf. 
'I've interviewea' hundreds, and most of 
them are as sane as you or I.' 

The whole thing sounded so absurd that I 
pushed it to the back of my mind. But a 
year later, when a publisher asked me to 
write a book about extra-terrestrial lite, I 
decided to return to the subject. 

At t'lrst what I learned made me wonder 
whether the human race was going insane. 
It seemed vast numbers of people were tell
ing the same sto~: they had been taken 

~~:!~~~3~~~l. ~~t~~ rolt~erhr~~~e~~: 
wall, and taken aboard flying saucers. 

Women often said that they were sub
jected to some kind of examination, and 
that foetuses had been implanted in their 
wombs. When they woke up the next morn
ing, they were often puzzled by red marks 
on their navels, yet had no memory of any
thing happening during the night. But their 
ordeals often returned in dreams and many 
consulted a doctor or psychiatrist, who 
recovered memories under hypnosis. 

A ~~ie~~ w~~~;~~?rd!~t ~~ of the story. According to the 
women, when the foetuses were a 

few months old they were taken away dur
ing subsequent abductions and brought up 
by the aliens. 

What was going on? Was ali this some kind 
of mass hysteria? Over nearly three 
years, I progressed from being a 
sceptic to a believer. 

I talked to John Mack, a friend 
who is a professor of psychiatry at 
Harvard University. He has studied 
hundreds of cases and has written 
a book called Abduction. 

John assured me that it was hap
pening. It was not hysteria or 
imagination. He also felt that many 
of those he had examined had 
been made 'spiritually stronger' by 
their experience. 

But surely little grey men were 
not kidnapping human beings to 
make them stronger? 

Mack admitted t hat he had no 
idea of their motive. All he knew 
was that something strange was 
undoubtedly happening. 

I had never taken any deep inter
est in UFOs. But in the Seventies I 
had been friendly with Uri Geller 
and his mentor, Andrij a Puharich. 

Professor Puharich had written a 
book called Uri, in which he 
claimed that all kinds of miracles 
had happened in front of their 
eyes: UFOs swoopin~ out of the 
night sky, metallic vmces speaking 
from thin air, tape recorders that 
switched themselves on and off 

with messages that claimed to 
come from 'the Nine' - aliens who 
were anxious to help humanity. 

The aliens told Puharich that 

~~~ainwe~~ i~harg~h~0~e~e~~s~ 
But, o~ course, it never happened 
and Puharich's book flopped, virtu
ally destroying his reputation. 

Now, for the purposes of my 
book, I decided that I had to start 
from the beginning and study UFO 
phenomena that had been appear
ing ali over the world since a pilot 
named Kenneth Arnold saw nine 
'shining discs' in 1947 and invented 
the term 'flying saucer'. 

The flrst t hing I recognised, as I 
studied hundreds of reports, was 
that the whole subject of UFOs 
had to be taken seriously; t hat it 
was not some strange fad or 
superstition. 

There have been millions of sight
ings and most have been made by 
perfectly ordinary, reliable wit
nesses with no reason to lie. And 
the number is incredible. When an 
American called John Keel decided 
to collect newspaper cuttings 
about them in the early Sixties, he 

was astounded to receive more 
than 2,000 in a month. 

Then the nature of the cases 
began to change. In 1967, 16-
year-old Shane Kurz was puzzled 
when she woke up one morning to 
find her feet covered in mud and 
her muddy footprints going down
stairs and across the street. 

She began to show signs of preg
nancy - but that was impossible, 
because she was a virgin. 

U NDER hypnosis by Dr 
Hans Holzer, she remem
bered being summoned 
from her bt:>d by some 

Inexplicable compulsion, being 
taken aboard a spacecraft. and 
being impregnated by a humanoid 
alien. When she struggled, the 
aliens ru bbed some ointment on 
lwr body that made her sexually 
excited. 

A month or so later, her preg
naney vanisht:>d as suddenly as it 
started . 

That was thr beginning of an 

apparent wave of abductions. And 
throughout the Eighties they 
became increasingly frequent . 

Budd Hopkins, a New York artist, 
wrote a book about 'missing time' 
and received hundreds of letters 
from people who were certain they 
had been abducted. He is now a 
world expert on abduction and his 
meticulously documented cases 
are disturbingly convincing. 

French astronomer Jacques Val
lee, studying UFO sightings in the 
Fifties, came to a very strange con
clusion: that the aliens were 
attempting to accustom human 
b<'ings to the idea of beings from 
space roming to Earth. 

But were they beings from space? 
After 20 years, Vallee reached an 
even more amazing conclusion: 
they were not. Rather they existed 
in a kind of parallel dimension, 
more like poltergeists than aliens. 

Their craft, a kind of UFO, can do 
things that no normal spacecraft 
can do. They can turn at right 
angles at a thousand miles an 
hour, appear and disappear at will, 
communicate with those they 
abduct by telepathy. I have known 

Jacques Vallee for many years, and 
I found his evidence overwhelm
ing. There is a sense in which the 

UFO entities behave like the tra
ditional ghosts - except that 

they are very obviously not 
ghosts, but highly evolved 

beings. 
If they are so highly 

evolved, why are they 
bothering with us, who 

must strike them as little 
better than Neanderthals? 

Slowly, as I researched my book, 
which will be called Alien Dawn, I 
began to see what I believe to be 
the only explanation. 

Ever since I wrote a book called 
The Outsider, 40 years ago, about 
the mystical states of man, I have 
been convinced that mankind is on 
the point of some great evolution
ary change. We possess inner pow
ers that we scarcely begin to 
understand, but which were 
glimpsed by the Romantic poets of 
the 19th century. 

Now I became totally convinced: 
the aliens are interested in us 
because we are what they were 
once. I believe that the task they 
have given themselves ls to act as 
midwife to us as we go through the 
next stage of our evolution. 

What tlrst convinced me was the 
number of cases in which people 
who have had UFO encounters 
have been deeply changed. 

A woman who stopped her car to 
look at a UFO as she was driving 
to Oxford said that, for the rest of 
the drive, it was if a mental explo-

:ri'3 = t~JrE~ct, ~!~le~~ 
her minf.t She told Vallee: 'All I 
can say ls that in the course or a 
few hours, I changed from an 
agnostic to a gnostic.' 

I, too, have come across dozens 
of such cases. Sometimes the 
change ls interesting but minor. 

0 ~er B~t~~eJo~~~~ -=~~ their family had been 
abducted experienced 

personality changes. They became 
vegetarians. The husband sud
denly became interested in art and 
religion. A smoker, he gave up 
overnight. Their backward child 
became brilliant at school. 
In other cases, there has been a 

deep and permanent inner trans
formation of awareness. 

An American, Beth Collings, real
Ised that not only had she been 
abducted since childhood, but so 
had her rather, her grandfather 
and her children. And when she 
asked a grey alien why he was 
inserting a needle into her navel, 
he replied: 'For the sake of 
change.' 

H. G. Wells once wrote a novel 
suggesting that humans were 
slowly being changed into 'Mar
tians' by some higher beings who 
were bombarding our genes with 
cosmic rays from space. I have 
come to believe that Wells was 
showing the amazing prophetic 
insight that was part of his genius. 

b!f~~g~~~~h~~~~\~t ~~~~ 
he was working on. He told me 
that he was studying super-normal 
children. 'You wouldn't believe 
how many of those kids there are 
out there,' he said. 'They seem to 
be on genius level. I know dozens, 
and there are probably thousands.' 

I have also come to believe this. I 
am convinced that the aliens are 
using many methods to 'seed' the 
human race with different types of 
being: alterations in individual 
consciousness, genetic engineer
ing, even the creation of people 
who do not realise that they have 
two personalities - as a human 
being and as an alien . 

The aliens know that the human 
race is at a dangerous point in its 
development, that we are creating 
a chaos that will be hard to 
disentangle. 

Nostradamus foretold that the 
coming millennium would bring 
about some frightening changes. 

But if I am right - and the study 
of a vast body of evidence I have 
compiled has convinced me that I 
am - then we are also close to a 
change that will alter the course of 
human history. 
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DAILY MIRROR, London, Eng land - Aug. 23, 1997 CR: R. Archer 

IT TAKES only a dark 
road with a dip in it, or 
a blind corner, and Gary 

Wood is gripped by fear. 
Nightmares shatter the four 

hours· sleep he has now 
learned to live with. 

Every day the words echo in his 
head: ··weare already here-and we 
are still coming. " 

Yet this is a man who holds 
down the vital job of keeping 
Scotland's ambulances on 100 per 
cent call-out readiness. 

In a country pub, his drink 
untouched. making his story as 
detailed as possible. 32-year-old 
Gary shoots embarrassed glances 
at his listeners. 

He shakes his head. ·-rm sorry. 
I know it sounds nuts. but I can 
only tell it how it happened ... I 
don 't want this. I would rather 
have my life back the way it was." 

Gary tells a story of alien 
abduction on a Scottish road. Of 
beings who probed his body and 
mind and left him terrified that 
one day they will return- for him. 

Of all the encounters claimed 
around the world, Gary 's is 
considered one of the most authen
tic. For he was not alone on the 
night of August 17, 1992, when he 
was plucked from his car. 

Friend Colin Wright was with 
him. Separately, under hypnosis. 
they have told the same story. 

Colin has coped with it better, 
refusing to talk publicly. Gary 
talked and suffered ridicule and 
hostility. It took much persuasion 
to arrange this rare interview. 

Nervous, and watching for the 
first hint of derision, he begins: "I 
was just a normal guy. All I 
wanted was my job, plenty of 
money. a nice house, a family ... " 

Today he shrugs as if these 
things are lost forever. 

AT ABOUT 10pm that 
August night, Gary set 
off with Colin on a 40-

minute journey to another 
friend's house outside Edin
burgh. 

Driving at a safe 45mph, the pair 
had just passed Harper's Ridge 
reservoir on the A 70 when they 
approached a blind dip in the road. 

Before them, floating about 20fi 
above the ground, was a black, 
domed object measuring 30-35ft 
across . It was a classic flying 
saucer shape. 

A curtain of light bathed the 
width of the road. 

"Suddenly, it was like I was in 
a black void," says Gary. "There 
I am, standing up and thinking: 
'Where's my car? Where's Colin?' 
I wondered if I was dead. 

"Another 15 seconds went by and 
I was back in my car on the wrong 
side of the road, shunting diago
nally into the banking." 

At their friend's home, the 
terrified pair told what had 
happened. 

Independently, ineepa.rate pa.rta 
of the house, they drew what they 
had aeen. 'nle drawings were iden
tical. 

They also discovered that some
how. they had lost an hour-and
a-half en route . 

For Gary, the ordeal was just 

beginning. He began to suffer 
severe headaches and flashbacks 
which left him screaming in bed. 
The fear was so crippling he 
couldn't go out alone, except to 
work. 

Nine months after his 
encounter, Gary was prepared for 
hypnosis. Colin al8o agreed to 
undergo testing. 

The regression was video-taped. 
Horror is stamped over Gary's face 
as he relives the meeting. 

"I saw three creatures coming 
towards my car. I felt intense 
pain, like an electric shock. 'nlen 
I was in some room. 

"I saw these things like wee men 
moving about, doing something to 
me. I could only see up. Then this 
six-foot creature approached. 

"It was white-grey in colour 
with a large head and dark eyes 
with a long, slender neck, very 
slim shoulders and waiet. 

"There were either ribs or folds 
of skin on its body. The arms were 
like ours but there were four 
very long fingers. 

"The little ones were about 
three feet tall and seemed to do 

GUARDIAN, London, England - June 27, 1997 

Why UFOs are no flight of fancy 

THE American Air Force is 
trying once again to con· 

vince people that the UFO 
crash at Roswell was nothing 
more than a fabrication con· 
jured up by a deluded and 
paranoid segment of the popu· 
lation (To boldly go where no 
mannequin's gone before, 
June 25). I am insulted. 

I consider myself a well bal· 
anced and rational person. I 
do not believe in alien abduc· 
tions and am loath to sub· 
scribe to most of the cover-up 

accusations levelled at vari· 
ous governments, but even a 
basic examination of docu· 
ments pried from the US gov· 
ernment reveals a far greater 
interest in UFOs than they 
are willing to admit, indud· 
ing one analysis that con· 
eluded they are indeed real 
nuts-and-bolts machines of 
extraterrestrial origin. 
John Gosling. 
87 Amcliffe Drive, 
Heelands, 
Milton Keynes MK13 7LF. 

all the work while the big ones did 
the communication. 

"I felt that some of them felt 
sorry for me. One oi them looked 
into my life and I looked into it 
-it coulch't stop me. It was hid
ing something. 

"One of the big creatures put his 
face close to mine and I was so 
frightened I could hardly breathe. 

IT NEVER spoke to me, but 
something came Into my 
head. 

"I heard a voice saying: 'I have 
a life like you but different things 
happen to us - but it's got to be 
done.' 

"I was crying like a baby - I 
wanted to get away. I must have 
asked what it wanted. It said: 
'Sanctuary- we are here already 
and we are coming here.' 

"Just to the left of me I saw a 
girl. She wal!l on the ground, her 
hands clasping her knees to bel' 
chest. She was naked and crying. 

"She looked at me , but I 
couldn't do anything. Tears were 
coming down her face . She was 
in her early twenties, with shoul
der-length blonde hair. I would 

recognise her face if I saw it again 
but it was nobody I'd met before." 

In separate sessions, Colin 
remembered being in a different 
room. He was naked and sitting 
in a chair. 

If he tried to move, one of the 
creatures would stop him. 

In his head he heard: "Gary's all 
right, you don't have to get off the 
chair.'' 

Ha.nging from the ceiling were 
cyl1nder-8haped objects which made 
him think of containers for people. 

After the regression, Gary 
became obeeesed with reeea.roh and 
tracking down other people who 
have had similar experiences. 

He now has his own page on the 
Internet. Along with Edinburgh 
author John Jenkins, he has 
recoroed. tbe stories of others -
deb\Ulking ma.ny of them. 

Every spare hour is devoted to 
seeking an answer to what 
happened to him. 

"I know something is going to 
happen. I believe they are here 
and they are coming. 

"I want to be ready. " 

PHL.Mt MANTLE, of 1M 
British UFO Research .Assoc:D
tion (BUFORA), has inter
viewed many of the 80 Britons 
doiming ofMII! enc:ount.rs. He 
says: "There 01'11 too many CXMS 

involving sane, sober, d~ 
and honest people for it to be 
discounted. 

"The fact tha t alleged 
obductees risk ridicule when 
they dt ptmlidy must detar the 
aonlcs." 
AN MoD SPOKESMAN 
dismissed the threat of ~ 

.. here01 "~".He 

~. don't perceiore ony 
threat from extro-ter1'8S1riall. 

• Around 99.9 per cent of 
cases ore explained by natural 
phenomena like lighting, 
weotner balloons or a ircraft." 

EXPERTS' VIEW 

NICK POPE spent tflree 
~ at the MoD, investigat
ing and rueordling the UFO 
mystery. He says: "I hove 
oblolutely no doubt that some 
of these oocounts do happen 
and 1hot some sort of alien .,.. 
ligence may be involved. 

"Of the MoD UFO sigltings, 
five to ten per cent ore unex-
plained. 

"On a number of occasions, 
lAf jets have been scrambled 
to try and intercept UFOs." 
e fhlip Mantle's book Wltlt
out Consent is published by 
Ringpull Press. You can contact 
BUFO RA at BM Buforo, 
london, WClN 3XX 

_MID-SUSSEX TIMES, Haywards Heath, England - July 17, 1997 

Red lights 
on silent 
disc shape 

IT LOOKS as though the truth is not 
out there • • • but in Burgess Hill, 
where ~ UFO has been spoHed. 

Accordtng to an ufologist., it proves Mid 
Sussex is a hive of activity for unidentified fly
ing objects. 

Larry Dean, co-founder and editor of the 
Skysearch magazine which reports and inves
tigates unexplained sightings, told the Middy 
of the mysterious object seen just outside 

I By Steven Vaughan I 
Burgess Hill. 

On March 3, a man was driving north
wards on Isaacs Lane when he saw a dark 
disc shape with flashing red lights, silently 
hovering in the sky for ninety seconds before 
flying away to the west. 

Larry said such a sighting is extremely 
common in Mid Sussex which he cail •'rl a 
"UFO hotspot". 

e 
CIS 
~ c ,.... 
! 0) 

Spybase in UFO cover-up claim 
He believes this may be because aliens yj,. 

ited and made contact with Ancient Man in 
the past and are returning to the place where 
they made first contact. 

There has been a recent surge in UFOs and 
unexplained phenomena which Larry thinks is 
due to television programmes such as the The 
X Files and films such as Independence Day. 

-; <» Cheltenham spybase GCHQ has been covering up UFO sight-
~ ings for decades, says a new report. 
0 .,..~ UFO expert Robin Cole says sources 'close to the base' have 

M told him that information has been concealed from the public 
0 >. for the last 40 years. 
::1: :; Mr Cole, who lives in Cheltenham, is demanding the base 
~ ..., comes clean about UFOs. He has published a booklet detailing 

• his research called GCHQ And The UFO Cover Up. 
0: "C He said: 'The time has come when the truth should be told." 
UJ c Mr Cole , head of investigations for Circular Forum, a 
~ .!! Gloucestershire UFO group, has concentrated his research on a 
UJ g' sighting last October when a green and red rotating light was 
0 UJ seen off the coast of Skegness in Lincolnshire. It appeared on 
.::> the radar at the coastguard station. g The 6fficial explanation given to Mr Cole by the MoD is the 
0 lights were probably from the planet Venus and a blip appeared 

on the radar screen because of freak weather conditions. 
But Mr Cole says that on the night of the sighting two senior 

civil servants were called to GCHQ. He says the conclusion of 
their meeting was that a UFO had been observed. 
Mr Cole also says that two GCHQ security guards were repri

manded in March last year for speaking publicly about two . 
bright objects they observed over Oakley site. 

A GCHQ spokesman referred the Echo to a letter written by 
the base's director David Omand to Mr Cole last January. 

In the letter Mr Omand says: "We're not engaged in any way 
whatsoever in any monitoring for suspected UFOs and we hold 
no information from our normal work which would shed any 
light on the debate whether UFOs have or have not been detect-
ed. So a nil return from us." · 

The booklet costs £3.95 plus 40p postage and packing. It can 
be purchased from Mr Cole on 0973 778906. 

But he believes they create the wrong im
pression. 

'"Most people are ready to believe in extra
terrestrial life but most films show aliens as 
destructive monsters which causes an auto
matically negative image for the public," he 
said. 

e Skysearch would like to hear from 
anyone who seen anything unusual in the 
skies of Mid Sussex and all reports will 
be dealt with in strict confidence. Ring on 
(01273) 300805. 1 1 



by Bruce Wishart 

THIS WEEK A STRANGE 
light was spotted over the 
ocean near Prince Rupert. 

Was it a weird cloud or a fig
ment of ·the Imagination? A 
secret weapon or a helicopter's 
landing lights? Or was It a 
UFO, a flying saucer? Listen to 
the facts, then decide for your
self. 

Suspend your disbelief for a 
time. In everyday life there are 
things that we can't explain. 
Perhaps the gr60test mystery cf 
them all lies in unexplained 
lights that have appeared In 
Nor.thcoast skies for the past 
half-century and as recently as 
this week. 

The UFO craze started after 
the Second World War. 
American interest in the subject 
was already captured before 
the alleged recovery of flying 
saucer pieces In New Mexico in 
1947. In Canada, a highly-clas
sified Project Magnet was 
formed by the Department of 
Transport In 1950. That was fol 
lowed by Project Second Story 
in April. 1952, a Defense 
Research Board version of the 
U.S. Project Blue Book. 

The first documented 
Northcoast sighting was an 
object -that soed over Prince 

headed citizens on a cool. 
bright morning." 

Many researchers have 
linked the rash of UFO sight
ings between 1945 and 1955 to 
the spread of nuclear weapons 
facilities. There were certoinly 
fewer UfOs reported after that 
time, but they didn't stop. One 
report even came from a 
Mountie. RCMP officer Bill 
Toflan reported "a blinding 
flash" some 60 miles east of 
Prince Rupert in April. I 976. 

THIS WEEK has learned of 
several Northcoast UFO sight-

THIS WEEK, Prince Rupert, B.C., Canada - Aug. 27, 1997 CR: G. Conway 

Artl•t'• conception of an Unidentified Flying Object spotted over Port Edward, lOiJO pm, 
December 23, 1995. (Debbie Mlei'IIU ar.phlc) 

Rupert harbour in 1949. At that 
time the media was abuzz with 
flying saucers; the Korean War 
was raging and there was a 
Russian in every closet. Then, 
In 1952, the flying saucers visit
ed Northwestern B.C. in force 
(see PR1W Vol. 6 No. 50). 

Jean Pavlikis saw a "mystery 
ball " appear out of the west at 
7:50 a .m., December 3. 1952. 
then vanish into the south. Ten 
minutes later eight other peo-

ings over thf! past year. "I was 
driving into Prince Rupert ... 
says one girl. "It was about 
11 :30 am on April 27, 1995; a 
nice clear day. Just as I passed 
the car dealerships at the edge 
of Prince Rupert, I saw a flash 
of light like you might see from 
a plane or helicopter. I watched 
it, and It didn't move at all. so I 
pulled over. It was just sitting 
there. I guessed that it was over 
the harbour, or perhaps over 
the mainland on the far side of 
Kalen Island in the Salt Lakes 
area. I tried to get close to it, but 
eventually I lost sight of It and 
couldn't pick It out again." 

pie, many of them Columbia 
Cellulose work~rs, saw it 
retum 

"I saw this object,.. fred 
Ramsay reported. "a white ball 
about the size of a plane and it 
appeared to be trailing some
thing. It was travelling at about 
1,000 miles an hour, I would say, 

or three times the speed of a 
fast plane. 

"I believe It was one of those 
flying saucers. 

two sightings. The first was In 
early September. 1995. He spot
ted a rapidly-moving object 
along a mountairJSide near the 
Port Edward turn-off on 
Highway 16. "It v:as a brilliant 
light," Tom says, "li ke a wind
shield renection or an aircraft 
landing light. I had it in my 
sight for 10 or II seconds, and 
at one point itwinked' to the 
side. I'm familiar with most air
craft. and no aircraft I know of 
could have made that move
ment." 

'1t was going in a northeast· 
erly direction, across the har
bour. I watched it pass out of . 
sight among the buildings." 

W.M. Armstrong added that 
il"glowed like a bright light in 
the clouds, big at front and 
tapering at the end. The tail 
seemed to flutter a little. It dis
appeared into a heavy cloud 
past the city." 

fifteen minutes later, per
haps by cCihtcidence. 20 log-

gers spotted a very similar 
object "zooming" over Bear 
River Ridge near Stewart. 

On December 18, 15 days 
after the December 3 sighting, 
a crowd of Rupertites watched 
a <;roup of UfOs over the city. 

"It was just before 11," said 
T. Eaton Co. manager Vern 
Ciccone. "There were four or 
five of them. They were head
ed northeast, and rolling." 
Ciccone said that the objects 
were "very small, slightly dark 
on top tJnd shiny at the bottom. 
They were round and seemed 
to veer several times as they 
moved toward the northeast." 

Others reported up to I 0 
UFOs, in flights of two, three 
and then five. "They were 
about the size of saucers," said 
Hugh ferguson, "and were 

. moving forward very fast and 
seemed to be rotating." 

"It is fatuous to claim any 
longer there really is no such 
thing," the Dally News editori
alized. "It is possible to make a 
liar out of one man who has 
been seeing things late at 
night, but it is hard to do the 
same thing to dozens of clear-

A 52-year-old mill worker 
who we will call "Tom" reports 

Tom's second sighting was 
made in Port Edward just three 
months after the first It was 
10:10 p.m .• December 23, 1995. 
Tom describes the object as a 
group of four ll~s forming a 
roughly-triangular pattern. "It 
was moving away from me in 
a northeasterly direction. right
to-left across my view, at about 
12 degrees elevation from the 
horizon. At first it was travelling 
very slowly, then it stopped. My 
view was partially obscured by 
trees. I would say that it was 
perhaps two kilometres from 
me, though it would be impos
sible to say without knowing 
the size of the object. I grabbed 
my binoculars, and I could see 
that the lights were revolving 
because I could see the beams 

This Unldentlfled Flying Object was spotted on June 20 ovar 
Prince Rupert at 12:12 p.m. It fs one of several.tghtlngs In 
Northcoast sJdes over the years. · · 

of light coming out from them. I 
watched it for about 11 minutes 
as it hovered there, then cloud 
obscured my view." 

frank, a fisherman, spotted 
what he thought was a skydiv
er east of the 400 block of 
Seventh Avenue. West at 12:12 
p.m. on June 20. When it moved 
off in a northeasterly direction 
it was clearly no skydiver. 
frank photographed and 
videotaped the object (see 
PR1W Vol. 7, No. 26). 

was "like a bright light bulb," 
with no smoke or vapour trail. 
As it veered off, he saw that It 
was similar to photographs of 
the object frank saw. 

Some three years ago Brian 
spotted four lights after a light
ning storm near Edye Pass. and 
reports that a fishing acquain 
tance of his calculated a "blip" 
on his boat radar to be an 
object travelling some 3,SOO 
miles per hour. 

Artist's conception of an Unldentllied Flying Object spotted over Port Edward, 10:10 pm. 
December 23, 1995. (Debbie Mlerau Graphic) 

Brian Sparrow comments 
that many fishermen have seen 
unusual objects in the sky. At 
about 3:00 p.m. last Monday 
(August 5), he was fishing off 
Thgwell Island and spotted an 
objectteward Triple Island. It 

What these objects actually 
represent is open to specula
tion. form your own conclu
sion. Are they environmental 
anomalles? Misidentified air
craft? Or are these bright lights 
in the clouds the space ships of 
visitors from another planet? 
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LIFE 
DENIS Plunkett (66), of Winterbourne is chairman 
and founder member of the British Flying Saucer 

Bureau - the oldest UFO group in t he world. A 
retire d c ivil servant, he h a s devoted his life to 

researching UFOs - living through years of 
scepticism he is now enjoying the c urrent surge o f 

interest following t he X-Files. 

WHEN did Your interest in UFOs 
begin? · 

In 1947 my cou,in dramaticall) dis
appeared in unh c· lievable circum 
stances. 

My cousin w~, r~d1o o~ra!Or on an 
ai rcraft which "a' going to Santiago 
airport . It wa, f, •ur minutes from land
ing and just didn't tum up. A couple of 
weeks before UFO, h~d been seen in 
Chile. 

A mysteriou, me"age was recei,ed 
by the Chilean operator ~t the airport 
from the aircraft ju , t bdore it dis~p
peared - a per,on 'aid ·STENDEC -
which has never ~en deciphered . 

T he US Governm ent has recently 
come up with a nother expla nation 
fo r the Roswell incident. What do 
you think happened? 

I have heard three or four v.:rsions 
now. I can't unders1and why the infor
mation officer at the base at the time 

should ha' c 111:1de a story up that \\aS 
'0 wrong . I think he inadvertently 
gave: out inf<•nnat ion which he: ~ hould 

n·( ha' c d 11 1h..' 

Th.: la1 .:'1 e\planation is th .1 t it "as 
lhr.:c foot dun11nic' falli ng from the 
' "Y - wll\ n<•t full 'ito:: human dum
mies"' 11· , .dnH"I a' if they an: t!)ing 
too hard . I lhink 1he truth is )et to be 
10ld about it 

\Vhcn you "~re first involved in 
UFOs in the I'JSOs did people 
think ~·nu "t-re mad? 

I don·l 1lun~ 11 Jid mv career in 1he 
civil ,en ice ~m good . ·Tho::y like )OU 

to conform. But I have done talks to 
all sorts of people - ~nd never had any 
hecklers. On,·e I had a man si tting at 
the front lio;twing who had pointy 
cardboard ear' on - it was a bil otT
putting . Bu1 he wrote: to apologise 
three month~ later after he had seen a 
UFO- and he joined the group. 

W hen d o you think opinion began to 
cha nge? 

There have been around six to 10 big 
sightings over the last 50 years which 
have changed things. Most recently the 
Belgian black triangle and Mexico sight
ingsin 1991. 

T he X-Files slogan is ' Th e Truth is 
Out There' . W hen will we know the 
truth? 

One or two things could happen. The 
American Government could reveal that 
they have heard an extra terrestrial signal 
or the United Nati ons cou ld decide to 
announce that UFOs an: real and have 
always been real. People throughout the 
centuries have all pointed to 1999 as a 
time when something dramatic will hap
pen. 

'What is the strangest experience you 
have had ? 

A strange thing happened to me in the 
mid I 950s when I was supposed to have 
died: My father printed a book for the 
Brit;~h Aying Saucer Bureau. The way 
it Was worded suggested I had di ed. 
Newspapers picked up on it. It was 
strange reading about your own death. 
He wrote: \Vhen the RAF claimed Denis 
Plunkett - meaning when I joined them. 

Many people in the US do not 
believe the 1969 m oon la nding actu
ally took place. Wha t do you thin k'? 

I watched it and was enthralled . It 
was totally impressive at the time . But in 
recent years there have been some very 

• Deni s P lunkett GETS592v97 strange photographs emerg ing. It did 

What do \OU think of the X-Files? If you met an alien face to face ~~~; s~~~~;: t~ ~~em~':~tt~~t ~~:~e~ee~i~ 
I cnJ <'Y .i1. I b.:li.:v.: there's. a con - what would he your first question? get 10 the moon when the Soviets were 

spiracy . It"' part and parce l of I hi, Where's my cou,in 'J so far ahead. 
awareness campaign 1hat ' "rne<:>ne is 
orche,trating. 

Now that opinion is changing is it 
as case of " l told you so"? 

It was di ffi cult in the be~in ning -
I'm 'atisfied that thing s ha~·e de,~el
oped . 

What is the reaction from your 
family about your hobby? 

My wife is very w lerant. No-one 
seems to be agains t it . infact they're 
qui te en thralled and enthusiastic about 
il. 

If there is life outside of the Earth 
what a re the implica tions for reli
gion? 

Everyone is going to have to look at 
thei r own beliefs and see what they real
ly believe. 

g Where's E.T.? 
cD In Mexico, g 
c maybe, for 
~ UFO session 
i-
0 Reuters News Service 

Q) ACAPULCO, Mexico- Mexico 

0 UIIIDmniFID-o-..BT: This glowing object In the sky was captured on video camera by David Spoor (below). Main photo: N.OLAN 
LiNCOLN 

~ has long faced resentment in the 
..J United States for exporting illegal 
~ aliens, but since 1991 the country 
(f) has faced its own alien invasion-"C 
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EXPERTS 
IN 'UFO' 
INQUIRY 
UFO experts in Norfolk piece of footage I have se~n for 
are studying this year s . There are no simple 

t . h" I t explanations." 
as oms mg P, C ures The second p icture, of a 
shot from a man s back glowing cigar-shaped object, 
garden. was taken at around 7.50pm on 

David Spoor was closing the August 19. 
garage door of his Oulton Mr Spoor H.lmed it hovering 
Broad home when he saw this in the si~y for some time before 
metallic saucer-shaped object it disappeared at high speed. 
in the evening sky. He said: "I assumed it was a 

He has since been unable to helicopter at first but it was 
find an explanation for the completely silent. 
objects which he filmed on "I am baffied. If I had not had 
three separate occasions. my video camera, I would have 

Mr Spoor, 53, who filmed the just said I was seeing things." 
object at 8pm on September 14, He has also filmed a similar 
said: "At first I thought it was a saucer object on September 25. 
plane but it made no noise at The August 19 footage has 
all and had no wings. I dashed been sent off to experts at UFO 
inside for my video camera and magazine who are studying it 
filmed it for a while before in the hope of coming up with 
!iCCelerated and disappeared. " an explanation. 

Both the RAF and Norwich Graham Birdsall, editor of 
airport confirmed that it was UFO, said: "This is an 
unlikely any of their planes extraordinary piece of footage. 
were in the area at ·the time Through video and computer 

Norfolk artist and UFO enhancement we have been 
researcher David Dane said: able to establish that this 
"When I first saw it I was object did fly off at great 
astonished - it is the best speed." 

~ by extraterrestrials, that is. 
~ That is the claim QfUF=erts 
w who are gathering in this c 
z resort city for the Second World 
~ UFO Congress, which started Fri
w ti!Yand runs through Sunday. 
ex: The first congress was held here 
~ 20 years ago and featured a lecture 
w by the late astrophysicist Carl Sa
c gan. No one at this convention can 

match his scientific credentials, 
but some UFO proponents here, 
such as nuclear physicist and au
thor Stanton Friedman, take a sci
entific approach. 

Organizers said the convention 
returned to Mexico in large part 
because over the past six years the 
ancient land of the Aztecs and Ma
yans has become a frequent stop
ping place for extraterrestrials. 

It all stems from the eclipse of 
the sun on July 11, 1991, according 
to Jaime Maussan, Mexico's lead
ing "ufologist" who conducts a 
television program on the phenom
enon. 

That was the most highly 
watched eclipse of the century, and 
of all the countries in the world, 
Mexico had about the best vantage 
point. Reports of UFO sightings 
during the eclipse poured in from 
around the country. 

"We can only speculate" as to 
the reason why they chose Mexico, 
Maussan told Reuters. "It could be 
because of the Mexican people 
themselves, for their characteris
tics, for their acceptance, their 
lack of fear. 

"The only thing for sure is that 
something strange is happening in 
the skies of Mexico," he said. 
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INFORMER, Staines, England - July 4, 1997 

UFOS AREA 
WEEK EARLY 
It's Independence Day this Friday 
by Sharon Patrick 

COULD lhese he pi.:lures of Yisilors from anorher 
planer! 

A Thorpe pensioner look rhese snaps lale on 
Friday aflemoon and is absolulely con\'inced 
lhallhey are space aliens. 

The man who. perhaps unsurprisingly. wanl~ 
10 remain anonymous senl lhese 1wo pholo
grnphs 10 lhe Informer from his Warwid. 
A\'enue home. 

MARS ATTACKS? One of the pictures the OAP took He wrore : ··As I w:~lked imo rhe !!ankn. I 
couldn · r h~lp hul 
nolice a slran!!e 

!~Mark's mystery convoy in the sky 
hummin!! noi;e 
abo\'e me~ When I 
looked up. I was 
laken ahack hy whal 
I saw. -

>o 
...J u; A L YDNEY man is ··As you can see 

from rhe pic1ures. 
!hey cannol he 
slandard issue 
aeroplanes. 

~ N on the look-out for 
~ ::- crop circles in the 
:;; ::s Forest of Dean this 
w -, week after seeing 
a: ' eight unidentified 
> -g flying objects. 
~ .!! Mark Adams, 25, of 
...J a Crump Place. Lydney, 
ct 1: says he saw the UFOs 
> W fly across the Severn 
w G) from the Bristol area. 
> -~ towards the Forest . 

• Shapes in the sky .. images recorded by Mark Adams. 

these are like no 
airplanes I have ever 
seen," he said . 

flashing lights, each 
one had one white 
light on the tail and 
they made a rumbling 
noise, not at all like a 
normal plane engine . 

would be interested to 
know when and 
where." 

""AI firsl !here was 
jusl one flying 
objecl. so I immedi
arely ran lo lhe cup
bo:rrd where I kepi 
mv Polaroid camera. 

:.When I arrived 
back in mv back !!ar
den. the ohjecl -had 
mo,·ec.J further away 

so I walked throu!!h 
!he 11arden !!ate a~d 
look-one picture. 

··sv rhe time I hac.l 
rem<;ved one picture 
from mv c·amcra. 
anothc~ ohjecl 
appe;tn:d o.:~ic.le !he 3: "i between 31.5am and 

... 3.40am on Monday 
~ ! morning, each one 
...., : triangular with red 
~ u lights flashing along 
a: g their side. 
0 - ' ' I know that the air 
u.. C!J show has been taking 

place at Fairford. but 

"I actually saw a 
plane a few minutes 
later and it looked and 
sounded nothing like 
the eight UFOs that 
had passed over . 
Apart from the red 

"I would expect at 
least one farmer to 
have found a crop 
circle in his field and I 

Mr Adams says he 
woke his wife in the 
middle of the UFOs 
passing over. "just to 
make sure I wasn't 
imagining it, but she 
saw them too." 

COLCHESTER EVENING GAZETTE, Essex, Eng land - Aug. 22, 1997 

Schoolboy convinced truth is out there ••• and on tape 

• The J -Files 
-Jay Dyer 
takes a 
close -up loo k 
at the strange 
object he 
caught o n 
video. 
Pic/uri': 
CLAHf: 
BANKS 

I caught UFO on home video- Jay 
X-FILE agents Mulder 
and Scully would be 
proud of Jay Dyer's 
alien investigations. 

For the 14-year-old 
today c laim e d t o hav e 
filmed a UFO in the skv 
from his bedroom windo" :· 

Alec Hunter High School 
pupil Jay fro m Hraintree 

by DAVID 
McDONNELL 

is convinced he has cap· 
tured an alie n s pacecraft 
on film w ith a video cam
e ra from his Ho ward Close 
home. 

The drama unfo ld<•d in 
th e early hours o f th e 
mo rning whe n -Jay spott ed 

a strange o bject zig
zagging its way through 
the night sky. 

He rushed to wake his 
mother to tell her what he 
had seen, but she told him 
to go hack to hed . 

. Ja v also woke his broth· 
er, ·Hoss, 17, who was 
ann oyed at be ing dis 
turhed a nd di s mi ssed hi s 

younger brother's UFO 
claims. 

So the next night Jay 
decided to capture what 
he had seen on film. "I was 
leaning out of my bedroom 
window with mv cam
corder when I ,..;1ddenlv 
spotted the littl e c11·ange 
ball flying around in the 
s ky." he said . 

"It was zig-zagging 
across the sky and it was 
like nothing I had seen 
before. It was certainly not 
a helicopter or aeroplane 
because it was travelling 
too fast and in a strange 
direction . 

" All of a sudden it 
s tart ed to flash and th e n it 
!lew upwards."' 

fir~! one. 
""The~e pi~.· 1ure~ 

were taken on rhc 
old refu~e ground in 
Thorpe Lea . 

photo~raph. ttl~y 
c.lisappean:d in 1he 
hlinJ.. l•f an eyll . 

•'This experience 
ha.s complerely 
chanJ;l'd my out
look on such 
lhilll!,S,,. 

""Just after I took 
the second 

HERALD, Timaru, NZ 
Oct. 28, 1997 CR: J. Trainor 

Strange lights 
over Dunedin 

WELLINGTON - Several Dunedin people 
saw strange white lights in the sky on 
Saturday night, according to a UFO 
researcher. 

Ross Dowe, of the National UFO 
Hotline, said about five or six people had 
contacted him to tell him of "two very 
bright white illuminations" they had seen 
about 10.30pm. 

The lights crossed the sky, following 
each other, from the west of Dunedin. 
They stopped overhead for several min
utes and then moved to the nonheast until 
they were out of sight, Mr Dowe said. 

He had accessed Nasa's computer but 
could not find any data indicating space 
programme activity over New Zealand at 
that time. 

The lights were very high in the sky, 
which indicated "a lot of energy'', he told 
He had no idea what it was. Dunedin po
lice and the MetService also had no infor
mation about the lights. - NZPA 

UFO mystery 
A MIDSO!\ofER Norton woman 
wants to know if anyone e lse 
in the town saw and heard a 
strange ltght during the early 
hours of Sunday morning. 

Mrs Lilian Lewis. who is 85 . 
lives in Church Court . Mid 
somer Norton. 

She sa id : " ! was woken up 
by a bu zzing noise . I looked 
out of the window .1nd. from 
the Clapton direction , saw a 
very bright rectangular object. 
It came hurtling across the sky 
and dtsappea red o,·er With ies 
Park ."" 
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THEY are usually circular exam
ples of perfect symmetry. 

But the latest crop circle seems a 
little more attractive than the usual. 

The snowflake-like shape has 
attracted such interest that some 
local farmers are charging visitors to 
look at the 200ft-wide phenomenon, 
which is stretched across a wheat
field on Silbury Hill, near the Stone 
Circle tourist trap of Ave bury in Wilt
shire. 

The formation's apparent geomet-

ric accuracy has astounded enthusi
asts and sceptics alike. 

Crop circle and UFO researcher 
Stephen Alexander, of Gosport, 
Hampshire, who took this picture, 
said he was convinced that the for
mations are not accidents of nature 
- human nature at least. 

'The shapes are becoming more 
and more complex every year, ' he 
said. 

'There is a wide variety of explana
tions, but I'm convinced that only 

I Fireball 
~a mystery 
~ till thaw 
~ Space rock may be 
~ under arctic snow 
.t:. 
0 

ci By KATHY SAWYER 
~ Washington Post 
a: Did a 50-ton space rock slam down on the ice cap of 
W southern Greenland 13 days ago? It is an arctic 
~ mystery whose solution may have to wait for spring. 
0 Early Dec. 9, shocked fishermen reported a b~azin_g 

fireball that turned night into day. The question IS 
whether the object burned up in the atmosphere or 
struck the Earth, astronomers said. Scattered reports 
of se ismic tremors occurring moments later 
strengthen the case for an . imp_act b~t ~ not 
conclusive, according to ScandinaV18ll scentists who 
are investigating the event. 

The impact zone, if any, is estimated to be a remote 
and forbidding site about 30 miles northeast of 
Narsarsuaq Airport, near Qaqort09 _(formerly J';lliane
hab) . lf scientists follow the tradition of nammg an 
impactor after the closest post office, astronomers 
noted, this one will be known as the Qaqortoq 
meteorite. 

Research teams are eager to search the area for 
fragments, but the harsh winter conditions are mak
ing this difficult, if not impossible, for no~. Up to 
40 inches of snow has fallen in the area smce the 

impact, and another 10 feet is 
anticipated before the spring 
thaw. Attempts to inspect the site 
from the air have been hampered 
by clouds. 

Here is the primary evidence so 
far: 

Crews aboard three Danish 
and Norwegian trawlers at widely 
separated sites on both sides of 
southern Greenland reported see
ing the light trail at 5: 11 a.m. local 
time, according to the Niels Bohr 
Institute in Copenhagen. The in
stitute is coordinating an investi
gation that also includes the Ty
cho Brahe Planetarium, the Co
penhagen Astronomical Society, 
the Danish Center for Remote 
Sensing and the Norwegian Seis
mic Array (NORSAR) . 

"The flashes observed in con
junction with the meteorite were 
so bright as to tum night into 
daylight at a distance of 100 kilo
meters (62 miles), and can be 
compared to the light of a nuclear 
explosion in the atmosphere," the 
institute said. "However, we 
stress that there is no reason to 
believe other than natural 
causes." 

Lt. Col. Dennis Goldsmith of 
the U.S. Space Command near 
Colorado Springs said the object 
was not a spacecraft or other 
artificial debris re-entering the 
atmosphere. 

NORSAR reported tremors 
that "are assumed to relate to the 
impact or th~ passage of the 

meteorite through the atmo
sphere." Fainter signals were de
tected in Finland and Germany. 

A video taken by a parking-lot 
surveillance camera in Nuuk, the 
capital of Greenland, is reported 
to have recorded a bright flash of 
light from a moving source re
flected in the curved hood of a 

ca~ased on the trawler sightings 
plus observations of the light 
track from Nuuk, the point of 
impact was fixed at ~ 1 degrees 
25 minutes north latitude and 
44 degrees 26 minutes west longi
tude. Scientists have been chec~
ing satellite data for further eVI
dence and are attempting to sur
vey the impact zone using radar 
satellites and an ice reconnais
sance plane flying between Kap 
Farvel and Nuuk. 

The institute estimated the 
Dec. 9 object was probably co~
parable to the Kap York meteonte 
that fell south of Thule, Green
land, in prehistoric t~mes . "~ind
ings from this meteonte consist of 
a number of iron meteorites total
ing 50 tons." 

At the very least, something big 
apparently burned int~ t~e atmo
sphere, said Gareth Wil~Iams, as
sociate director of the mmor plan
ets center at the Harvard-Sm~th
sonian Center for Astrophysics. 
"But it's still not 100 percent sure 
that something actually . . . sur
vived to hit the Earth." 

some sort of consciousness could 
create such complex patterns. I've 
got video footage of unexplained 
lights darting about in crop fields, 
and I believe they are somehow 
involved. 

'Conventional science is always 
keen to dismiss the phenome
non, but they forget that the 
people who have gone down 

~t~~to~ns:i!:~~set0 w~; ~p~;:~~· 
cranks by their peers. 

'I'm sure that one day these 
shapes will be understood 
and conventional science will 
have to reassess its explanation 
of the world we live in.' 

The formation, which appeared 
on July 23, is partially visible from 
the top of Silbury Hill. 

The Wiltshire Crop Circle Study 
Group is certain that the formation 
is not the work of pranksters. 

Co-ordinator Francine Blake 
said U.S. research suggested mole
cular changes in the crops flat
tened in unexplained circles. 
'They don't appear for nothing,' 
she insisted. 'There must always 
be a reason.' Summer snow: The flake-shaped formation 

TIMES, Seattle, WA - Sept. 14, 1997 CR: J. Taverner 

JAPAN -
Space aliens take over 
Japanese fishing village 
BY ALLEN WAN 

Reuters 

HAKUI, Japan - If the day 
comes when aliens decide to land 
on Earth, they could do worse than 
visiting this Iit~le fishing town. 

Long known for seafood and 
beaches, Hakui, on the west coast 
of the main island of Honshu, now 
draws tourists from around the 
world for its obsession with UFOs, 
as the town's themed restaurants, 
"pachinko" pinball gaming centers, 
bars and hot spring resorts attest. 

At the center of this other 
worldly activity is the town's most 
popular attraction, Cosmo Isle 
HaJwi, a UFO :md spxe museum 
shaped, of course, hke a flying 
saucer. The drivlJ\g force behind 
the museum, in Ishikawa prefec
ture's rugged Noto peninsula on 
the Sea of Japan, is director Johsen 
Takano, a scientist and UFO buff 
who has turned a hobby into a job. 

Takano's electronics back
ground and leadership of the 
town's "mystery club" convinced 
town fathers to cough up public 
funds to build the museum, which 
opened in July 1996. 

"We have three themes: space 
and space development, SETI or 
the search for extraterrestrial 
intelligence, and then UFOs," 
Takano said. 

The SETI and UFO Science 
Museum has space equipment 
from the United States and Russia, 
UFO-related materials, a library 
Cllld a research center. Displays on 
UFOs discuss aeniil phenomena, 
alien abductions, crop circles, UFO 
contacts and radio transmissions 
related to SETI. 

Vice director Takashi Ishiyama 
said local officials turned to UFOs 
to revitalize the town after its 
population was decimated by an 
exodus of young people to the 
cities. 

"Usually governments wouldn't 
participate in this kind of thing, but 
with our government's lead and 
attention from the mass media 
everyone started talking about the 
myths associated with this town," 
Ishiyama said. 

Tbetown. whkh boasts the 
most reported UFO sightings in 
Japan, is steeped in "alien" folklore 
and legend, he said. 

"There is one legend called 
'shohachibun, ' which says cymbal
like flashing lights were seen flying 
from one end of the mountain to 

the other. Another legend tells of 
children being taken away in a big 
'nabe' (stew) pan while playing." 

But it is the town's ancient 
Ketataisha shrine, regarded as one 
of the four main shrines in Japan, 
that may hold the key to the 
preoccupation with strange phe
nomena. 

"Ancient documents kept in the 
town's Ketataisha shrine talk about 
flashing lights in the sky and the 
hand of god controlling them. The 
story has been passed down from 
generation to generation," 
Ishiyama said. 

Although there was opposition 
from residents at first to using t:dx 
money for the museum, they 
finally came around. 

Around the corner from the 
museum is the UFO ramen (noo
dle) restaurant, which serves up 
heaping bowls of noodles garnished. 
with little octopus balls shaped like 
aliens. After a long day of sightsee
ing, visitors can also relax at the 
"Euphoria" hot springs. 

Further north are some of the 
region's most famous hot spring 
resorts, which draw tourists from 
countries such as Taiwan who have 
made the museum a necessary 
stop on their tour. Officials expect 
200,000 people to visit this year. 

"I don't believe in UFOs but 
this is interesting nevertheless," 
housewife Masako Minami said as 
she eyed the charred shell of the 
actual Russian space capsule Vos
tok used to make the first manned 
space flight in 1961. 

Takano said the aim of the 
museum was not just tQ attrad 
tourists but to become a leading 
research oenter" for people inter
ested in studying UFOs. Hakui has 
hosted several international space 
and UFO conferences and the last 
one, held in the museum in May, 
attracted top scientists and re
searchers from the U.S. Naval 
Research Center and NASA's 
SETI Institute. 

Takano said he started to 
believe in the existence of alien life 
after obtaining declassified U.S. top 
secret information. He said data 
from the U.S. Air Force shows that 
UFOs have been around for 50,000 
years and that there are three to 
four groups of aliens. 

"The conclusion is the unpleas
ant possibility that there have been 
alien visitors to our planet or alien
controlled UFOs," he said. 
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AVA & DISTRICT LEADER, Ayrshire, Scotland - March 20, 1997 
NEWS, Luton, Eng land - July 30, 1997 

Watch out, a 
UFO's about! 

might be a UFO over Stopsley at 
7.30 on Wednesday evening. 

A report has been made to police 
in Milton Keynes about a metal
lic disc-shaped Unidentified 
Aying Object which travelled at 
about 300 mph over the town at 
7.30 on Monday night. 

The report said it then altered 
course and headed towards 
Luton at high speed. 
e An amateur photographer 

took a picture of what he thinks 

David Joyce was taking photos 
of the Luton Youth Orchestra 
outside Stopsley Baptist Church 
and did not notice a metallic 
object in the sky until he down
loaded the pictures from his dig
ital camera later. 

He says it looks the wrong 
shape to be a hot-air balloon. 

!:FILES STYLE 
MYSTERY BAFFLES 

Leader READERS 

UFO-MANIA is sweeping Ayrshire followi ng last week 's exclusive Leader 
story about sightings of strange lights in the skies over the county. 

frum r~~dt'r' cl~iming to h~w '<'~n ,trung~ 1.~ by Hugh 
Th~ Leoda h~' been sw~mp.:u with .:~11' ~ :;J 

ltgh" in the ,~.;y. ;W Harkin 
Reuuer' from ull over Ayr,hir~ ,uy th<"y 

'"w '"m~thing on the night of Mar.:h l! unu 
lo t>m U<''aiption' it woulu upp.:;tr thut r~au~r' 
ull 'uw the SAME object. 

Kilmamock and they were changing from reu 
to green kt blue, with a very bright white light 
~bov.: them." said II year-old Craig Kennedy, 
of HurlfOrd . " I 'uw ligh" over the Bdlti~lu urea of 

EVENING TELEGRAPH, Peterborough, England - July 21, 1997 

A lady in Ayr who did not want her 
name printed for fc;:ar of "public 
ridicule" said: "There were red, green 
and white lights. There were also 
loud bangs like gun-fire and the whole 
thing was like an inc rcuible tire-work 
display." 

Maurec:n and Andr~w Gulbis of 
l:lelmont. Ayr, saw a spotlight in the 
sky with blue and white lights on 
either side. When their ne ighbour saw 
the blue and white lights, he joked that 
it "must be a Rangers UFO'" 

II year-old Luc ia Mezzullo, from 
Ayr. saw a triangular-shaped object 
over the Centrum Ice Arena. 

INVESTIGATORS are open
ing an X-Files report after a 
family claimed they were 
"buzzed" by a UFO on the 
A47 between Peterborough 
and Wisbech. 

by NBLSHAW 

NEWS REPORTER 

(IUFORN), which has branches 
in Northern Ireland, Belgium, 
four American states and Aus
tralia, says it is taking the 
report seriously. 

reports, because people can be 
frightened of what will be said, 
so that could be why it has taken 
so long to come to our atten
tion." 

" It was green. red, blue and white 
anu had a light in the midd le. I went 
to get my parents. but by the time I got 
back. it wasn't th~re ." 

Another reader from Loans said road apparently observing 
them. 

The jet black UFO was trian
gular in shape with bright lights 
at each point. 

It is now appealing for further 
witnesses. 

"One of the things people 
always say with these things is 
that they are military aircraft, 
and there are bases around 
Peterborough, but some things 
like the pink glow don't match 
up." 

sh~ saw the object towards 
Dunuonalu. 

"It remained st~tionary for nme 
time, so it wasn't a plan.:. 

The terrified party were 
returning from a visit to the city 
along the dark and deserted 
road when suddenly their vehi
cle was bathed in a bright pink 
light. 

Looking up they saw a dark 
shape swoop above them and 
then pursue them down the 

The shocked family had their 
extraterrestrial experience last 
November but have only now 
broken their silence to 
renowned UFO experts. 

IUFORN leader Russell Kellett 
said: "This is the frrst report we 
have received from the skies of 
Peterborough, and we are tak
ing it very seriously. 

"Four witnesses have stepped 
forward, after quite a while, and 
reported the same thing. 

The four in the car, the driver, 
his girlfriend, her mother and a 
friend have asked to have their 
identities kept secret. 

"And evo:rybody has been talking 
about the comet Hak-Bopp having a 
ta il. but there was uelinitcly no tail .m 
this was no comet." 

The Lt'adu also received a myste
rious call which r.:sembled something 
out of th~ X-Fi/t!s! The British-based Interna

tional UFO Research Network "Sometimes there is a delay in The caller claimed that "around 20 
years ago, a tlcet of UFOs appeared 
owr the Air Traffic Control Centre in 
Prest wick. 

HERALD, Boston, MA - Dec. 8, 1997 CR: J. Trainor "Everyone who saw the UFOs was 
ushered into a room and made to sign 
the Ofticial Secrets Act. The incido:nt 
is now code-named ANGELS," 
claimed the caller. 

UFO experts say abduction is an alien concept 
There have also been claims that 

the mysterious lights on Saturday 
March 8 were disco lights. mounted 
on a hill to make people think they 
were seeing a UFO. 

ACAPULCO, Mexico - E},i,raterrestrials 
are secretly abducting humans for use in hybrid 
breeding experiment<> and inserting implants 
into their bodies, UFO experts said yesterday 
at the Second World UFO Congress. 

In some cases, women are impregnated, 
carry the hybrid fetus through a short gesta
tion, and then abducted again to give birth, 
Budd Hopkins, billed as ua pioneer in the 
genre" of inve:;tigating alien abductions, told 

the meeting. 
The kidnapping aliens take two fonns. Cases 

in the United StateR involve short extraterres
trials with white skin, big eyes and large bald 
heads shaped like an inverted pear, Hopkins 
!'.aid. 

In Ecuador, they are taller with round heads 
and olive green skin, said Jaime Rodriguez, 
Ecuador's top UFO investigator and hOI"t of a 
television show on UFOs. 

In both cases the aliens are implanting de
vices into the brains, earlobes or other part.<; of 
the human victims. HopkinH theorized they 
could be for tracking or controlling human<;, or 
perhaps they allow alien<; to see through their 
victim.,' eyes. 

Hopkins is not sure whether the alien inten
tion.;; are harmful. "There are not good alien~ 
and bad aliens," Hopkins said. "This i-, not a 
cowboy movie. This is the real world." ~ 

"I believe a man was arrested a 
couple of months ago for messing 
about with disco lights," said 
Roderick McCaffeny. from Kirkhill, 
Kilwinning. 

''The lights have a range of miles 
~nd they can be made to look bigger 
or smaller or swirl around." 

~TV loeus on Herald'• own 
David ScCitt, Kilnford Crest:eut, 

Kilwinning. believes there could be a 
wry down-to-eanh explanation for 
the lights. 

" I think the T.:rritori~l Army were 
up at Auchan House tiring guns and 
setting-off coloured nares. It goes on 
at all hours of the night ~nd they use 
red . grel!ll and whi te llares ." 

Q 

: 'Marsbiaa' investigator ••• 
c: 
as 
0 
c: 

By Melody Foreman 

w WHEN TV station Meridian decided to inves
E tigate the growing number or UFO sightings in 
G) Kent, reporter Paul Anstiss knew just where to 
~ come- the Herald. 

For over an amazing four-month period, your top local 
0 newspaper has reported an unprecedented number of 
...I strange objects in the sky over Romney Marsh. 

ffi in!~;~;ea:,e ~~e~c~~::;:~yd~~~~e0dn~o 0[n~ees tYg~;~ ~;~~ 
J: will be broadcasting its findings tom<>rro" 1n the 

extended Friday ed ition of Meridian Tomglot . 
W Featured on the programme is 1/cra/d report er Sarah 
Z Hall , who recorded the bizarre claims of a ' trange tHane gular shaped object Ooaung above the Lympnc home of 
(/) Shepway's MP Michaellloward. 
W But if the 25-year-old journalist found the haunting of 
~ the then ll ome Secretary In be difficult to O.,l1cve, 11 
...1 was nothing to the shock of fmding herself confronl<:d 
0 by strange loghts 1n the sky one dark and chlil v nig ht 1n 
U. early spr~ng . 

Shudder 

Sarah recalled" ith a visible shudder: " I w35 Jr~von~ 
in 13urmarsh at ahnu t 3.30am. I had seen a st rip of height 
lights in front o f me and as I drove closer I rcali,cu th,·y 
were a weord object floating in the field oppos11c 
Botolph ·s Bndge pub. 

"II 11as very large and shaped lihd an dnngated til · 
;mgk '" 11L '' 1111 .. : lights running .til :ununJ th .. : , tJl' I 
h ;t\c:lll' l.'":n .t n~thtng Ilk~.: tt bcfn rc . 

Sh< .• dJnl ". \ ' I drew up dose ol 'hot ,.;; .: J ih< 1 

""Prcd .1bruptl~. It .:onlonucd to move on th h '" ·')'until 
it 11as llut ot "ght. It left me really shaken up." 

An) 'uggcstion the keen-eyed reporter" ·" om.ogon1ng 
thongs 11crc 4u1ckly dispelled when calls fr o>m .111 over 
the Ul~lrl('l ...,t;HII.:U to c:ornc tnto the ncw~p . tr ~.· r tllftcc rt!'> 

"ell as tu 1hc pol1.:e and the cuastguarus . 
SJOd S.or.oh . .. l'hc 1/cru/J ";onxll>us to hc· .or nh>rc ~>f 

tht.'SL' \lnru.:s -- J.'ot many as po:-.~ibk - :1nU 1n~ Pnc.: , .. h11 
h:t"\ Sl'~o.'n an\'thlnl.! unusua l can contact me tl m' nl"\\ '\ · 
f<ll lln "" (lli,ll .')-~5()'11}1) , " 

Above: Sarah is Interviewed by a Meridian TV crew 

0 
c: 
'i; 

Night lights a mystery 
-g ~ By Andrea J ones 

ct) ~ -:i St'veral l>uneclin people saw 
w ~ strange white lights 111 th e sky on 
::!: N 0: Saturday night, according to 
i= :::.. (.) reports received by Au stralian-

> based UEO researcher Ross 
> G) "' Dowe. 
:::! Z a> Mr Dowe, of the National UFO 
~ o ~ Hot-li ne, said last night about six 
c ~ . people had contacted him about 

0 re two bright white lights they had 
seen about I0.30pm. He had not 

...; received reports from elsewhere 
8 In Otago or New Zealand, but 

localised si~htings were not 

unusual, depending on weatlll'r 
conditions and other factors . 

lie did not know what the lights 
were and there was no Nasa infor
mation indicating space pro
gramme activity at that time. 

About five months ago Dunedin 
residents alerted 1\Ir Dowe to 
pulsing light beams in the sky, 
which were later found to be from 
a light display using an Italian
marie lamp. 

Dunedin pollee had no infor
mation about the most rt'ct'nt 
light~. 

But the Lt!atlu contacted the Royal 
Highland Fusili<!rs basl!d in Ayr. and 
J 'pokesperson said there hadn't been 
a TA exercise on Saturday March 8 
leuving the mystery of the Ayrshire 
UFO sightings unsolved .... 

POST, Piako, New Zea land 
Oct . 8, 1997 CR: J. Trainor 

Bright light seen 
on Mt Te Aroha 

A bright light seen on the summit of Mt Te 
Aroha on Sunday night was not a fire. 

Around 9pm the Tc Aroha Volunteer Fire 
Brigade was called to the transmitter station 
after a local resident 'spotted a glow', said fire 
chief Lindsay Spooner. 

Mr Spooner said however that this related 
to a high-powered light sited around the back 
of the station, with the beam catching cloud 
and causing the glow in certain atmospheric 
conditions. 

Such reports have been a 'common occur
rence' over the past fortnight and he planned 
to talk to BCL, which operates the station, 
about changing the lighting. 

Mr Spooner stressed that the transmitter 
station is very well monitored in case of fire. 
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FORTEANA NEWS 

THE VALDEZ FILES 
For Gabe Valdez, a retired state police officer, discovering the 
mystery behind cattle mutilations has become his life's work 

Jake Schoellkopf/ For The New Mexican 

Gabe Valdez, a state trooper for 22 years In Northern New Mexico, Investigated his first cattle mutilation In 1976. After 21 years of 
studying the mutilations, he Is considered an expert In the field. 

By STEVE TERRELL 
The New Mexican 

G
abe Valdez had been a state 
police officer and stationed 
in Dulce for more than six 
years in June of 1976. He 
had answered all kinds of 
calls - stabbings, rapes, 

who knows how many burglaries - dur
ing his tenure. 

But on June 14, Valdez would go to a 
call concerning a dead cow on Manuel 
Gomez's ranch, a call that would affect 
him more than any other. 

It would lead him on a path in which he 
would become recognized nationally 
among believers in paranormal phenom
enon as a sympathetic cop - and 
perhaps even a fellow traveler. 

And though his beliefs would be 
ridiculed by some and directly 
challenged in an official government 
report, Valdez would remain undaunted 
in his determination to solve the 
mystery. 

"It was very strange," said Valdez 
speaking in an interview last week about 
what he found on the Gomez property. "It 
was what we call a classic mutilation. 

"It was . very strange. 
It was what we call a 

classic mutilation. 
I've been around cattle 

all my life and I'd never 
seen anything like it." 

GABEVALDEZ 

The tongue, the ears, the sex organs had 
been removed. I've been around cattle all 
my life and I'd never seen anything like 
it." 

The terrain was rough, not accessible 
to motor vehicles. In the nearby dirt 
were unexplained circular imprints, each 
about 4 inches in diameter. 

Within a year, he would investigate 
more than 30 similar cases, all in the 
Dulce area. In fact, up to about 1980, cat
tle mutilation reports would become 
almost commonplace around Dulce, he 
said. 

Just like those strange orange lights up 

end of the year. 

in the sky that Valdez says many Dulce 
residents - including himself - have 
seen. 

"I know someone's doing it," he said. 
"And whoever it is is pretty damn 
smart." 

Valdez is 54 now. He's been retired 
from the state police for about five 
years. He lives in Albuquerque, where he 
works security for a large business -
which he requested not be named. 

And since February, Valdez has been 
working a part-time job as a field investi
gator for the National Institute of Dis
covery Science, a Nevada-based organi
zation funded by a Las Vegas, Nev., real 
estate investor named Robert T. Bigelow, 
described by The Las Vegas Sun as "easi-
ly the most prominent American · 
financier in the paranormal research 
field." 

An Oct. 23, 1996, article in the Las 
Vegas paper said Bigelow formed NIDS 
a year earlier. Among the scientists 
involved is John B. Alexander, former 
director of nonlethal weapons testing at 
Los Alamos National Laboratories, the 
Sun article said. 

Since hooking up with NIDS, Valdez 

has investigated about five 
reported animal mutilations. 
Only two of these - both in Taos 
County - turned out to be unex
plained "classic" mutilations. 

Valdez, with his round, slightly 
balding head and his bulldog 
body, looks the part of retired 
cop. A visitor who has heard 
about Valdez's involvement with 
strange phenomenon might be 
disappointed that his office isn't 
decorated with UFO posters like 
Fox Mulder's in the X-Files (a 
TV show Valdez says he watches 
occasionally). 

Valdez was born into a ranch
ing family south of Tierra Amar
illa. 

"It was a small ranch," he said. 
"We had about 30 head of cattle. 
My dad would sell steers in the 
fall. We always had plenty of 
meat. Not many vegetables, but 
plenty of meat." 

As the number of reported ani
mal mutilations grew, Valdez 
became more fascinated- and 
determined to get to the bottom 
of the mystery. 

these ranchers really can't 
afford it. Steers go for $500 to 
$600 and a cow is worth about 
$800. And some of these bulls 
sell for $2,000 to $3,000. It's a 
great economic loss." 

After a stint in the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs working for the 
Roads Department, Valdez 
became a state police officer in 
1969. Stationed first in the 
Espanola and Chimayo area, he 
was transferred to Dulce by the 

When discussing the cases he 
does not come off as a flaky true 
believer, but as a frustrated cop 
still trying to crack that one big 
case that has eluded him. 

And like any good police offi
cer, he worries about the people 
who suffer because of a crime. 

"The ranchers are taking a 
hell of a loss," he said. "Some of 

Valdez says he does not know 
whether the UFOs like the ones 
he saw in Dulce are related to 
the cattle mutilations. However 
he says he believes that someone 
in some type of silent aircraft is 
responsible. 

He also says that whoever is 
carving those cows "surely isn't 
doing it for anyone's good." 

Of course the new NIDS study 
is not the only research into cat
tle mutilations in New Mexico. 
In 1979 the District Attorney's 
office in the First Judicial Dis
trict - which includes Santa Fe, 
Rio Arriba and Los Alamos coun
ties - received a $44,000 federal 
grant to look into the problem. 

The chief investigator was for
mer FBI Agent Ken Rommel, 
who in his 1980 report wrote: 

"In summary, of the 90 mutila
tions reported in New Mexico 
between February 1975 and May 
1979, 69 (77 percent) can be 
explained, at least partly, on the 
basis of available evidence. 
Eighteen cases were resolved 
immediately by the investiga
tors. An additional 28 
'mutilations' were associated 
with scavenger activity. In 19 
cases, the evidence cited was not 
detailed enough to infer scav
enger damage. However, the 
information provided was suffi
cient to definitely rule out the 
verdict 'classic mutilation,' for 
either the cause of death was 
known and attributed to natural 
causes or routine injury, or the 
carcass was too decomposed for 
tests." 

Rommel's report was critical 
of Valdez's conclusions on sever
al of the Dulce cases and dis put
ed Valdez's conclusions that they 
were "classic mutilations." 

As for Valdez's report of circu
lar marks in the ground near 
mutilated animals, Rommel the
orized that they could be eroded 
hoof marks. 

At one point Rommel wrote, 
"Interestingly, in regards to the 
media, Officer Valdez has been 
one of the more outspoken indi
viduals on cattle mutilations. He 
has taken a special interest in 
this mutilation phenomenon, and 
is probably one of New Mexico's 
foremost proponents of the theo
ry that many of these cattle 
deaths and subsequent mutila
tions are engineered by humans. 
His articulate reports have fre
quently captured the favor of 
the press, which places a premi
um on attention-getting news." 

Valdez said last week that he 
did not want to say anything bad 
about Rommel. "I think he's a 
sincere individual," he said. But, 
he said he does not believe any 
"classic mutilations" occurred in 
the state during Rommel's study. 
(A conclusion with which Rom
mel agreed in his report.) Valdez 
said Rommel only spoke with 
him once during the study. 
. In the 1980s Valdez's name 

would become linked with anoth
er bizarre phenomenon that 
allegedly occurs around Dulce 
- modern legends of a UFO 
base. 

Do a search for "Gabe Valdez" 
on the Internet and you'll find 
several documents concerning 
the fantastic tale. One Web page 
describes how the aliens and 
U.S. government have a secret 
base beneath Mount Archuleta 
that has a tunnel to Los Alamos 
National Laboratory. 

Valdez is mentioned in such 
works because he says he saw a 
UFO above Mount Archuleta in 
June 1988 while showing a 
French UFO researcher the 
area. 

"It looked like a boomerang 
shape," he said. "It lefta light 
bluish-green streak. It was fly
ing so fast it looked like a flash. 
It came by rc;:al fast. It just 
popped out of the sky." 

But, Valdez says reports of an 
underground base beneath the 
mountain are pure bunk. 

There are other things about 
him on the Internet that he says 
are blatantly untrue. 

One report claims that the 
governor of New Mexico 
instructed the state police chief 
to shut Valdez up. Thus, Valdez 
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supposedly was yanked away 
from Dulce, that fertile ground 
for UFOs and mutilated cows, 
and assigned to Albuquerque. 

NIDS has those resources, he 
said. Among the procedures the 
organization pays for is a necro
topsy - an autopsy done on ani
mals. 

By Phaedra Greenwood 
The Taos News 

Indeed, Valdez said he was 
ordered to go to Albuquerque by 
a higher authority - his wife. 
She decided the family should be 
near a university so they could 
afford to send all three of his 
sons to college, Valdez said. 
Though he loved Dulce, he 
agreed and in 1990 then State 
Police Chief Neil Curran granted 
Valdez's request for a transfer. 
Valdez retired from the force 
five years ago. 

The NIDS Web site says the 
organization "focuses on scien
tific exploration that emphasizes 
emerging, novel, and sometimes 
unconventional observations and 
theories ... The Institute will 
concentrate on exploring funda
mental research on issues con
cerning the nature and evolution 
of life and consciousness in the 
universe, and their modes of 

"L feel really frustrated," Arroyo Hondo 
rancher J~sse Gonzales said when he found 
another of his cows dead and apparently. 
mutilated Monday morning (Nov. 24). "If I 
see anyone messing around with my cows; 
rm going ,to shoot th~m·." 

Soon after that in 1993, a new 
wave of cattle mutilation reports 
began sweeping Northern New 
Mexico after a long period of 
calm. They soon quieted down, 
but started up again last year, 
this time mainly in Taos County. 

.Tnteraction. We are .specifically 
interested in issues related to 
evidence for survival of 
consciousness beyond death and 
aerial phenomenology and relat
ed topics.". 

No mutilations have been reporte~l.in the 
Taos area since May, but a .. mutilated cow 
was •found in the Brazos ardund Sept. 13. 
Gonzales lost 'a bull and a cow last summer 
to apparent mutilations. , , 

Gonzales said his father last saw the two
ye~-old blond ,bull alive Sunday afternoon , 
(Nov, . 23) when ,. he fed thes cattle which 
Gonzales keeps in a field near the highway 
in Arroyo Hondo. Gonzales discovered the 
dead bull by f'ollowing the magpies. 

Valdez got his job with NIDS, 
which he said is dedicated to a 
scientific study of the phenome
non. 

"Most law enforcement agen
cies just don't have the 
resources to really study mutila
tion cases," he said. "It takes 
about $7,000 to properly investi
gate each case." 

Asked why cattle mutilations 
became such a passion for him, 
Valdez hesitated, as if to form 
his words perfectly. Then a 
smile came over his face as he 
replied in an almost hushed tone. 
"Whoever breaks this case, well, 
it's going to be one of the biggest 
things in the history of 
mankind." 

Dogs had already been at the carcass, but , 
Gonzales said he saw it before" the px;edators 
got to it, and was able to tell private inve.s
tigator Gabe Valdez how it had looked 
before. • , 

·"There was no blood; he said. "When you 
gut an elk, especially from the rear

1 
you get 

about two gallpns of blood." 

NEW MEXICAN, Santa Fe, NM 

Jan. 5, 1998 CR: D. Perkins 

Cattle mutilation 
As a writer/researcher who has been 

working on the cattle mutilation ques
tion since 1975, I am compelled to point 
out some . disturbing journalistic nu
ances in your otherwise informative ar
ticle, "The Valdez Files" by Steve Ter
rell (Dec. 26, 1997). 

Although the cattle mutilations have 
many bizarre aspects, it is far from con
clusive that they are "paranormal" in 
nature. The answer might be much 
more mundane and closer to home. 

Reporter Terrell seemed disap
pointed that Valdez's office wasn't dec
orated with UFO posters "like Fox Mul
der's in the X-Files." That would have 
made Valdez easier to deride as "a flaky 
true believer." As the eminent astrono
mer and ufologist J. Allen Hynek said: 
"Ridicule is not part of the scientific 
method." 

To categorize Valdez as "perhaps a 
fellow-traveler" of the "believers" is 
another example of a pejorative term. It 
harkens back to the McCarthy era when 
"Communists and fellow-travelers" 
were denounced in Congress. The con
notation is that Valdez and his fellow re
searchers are somehow unsavory. 

When The New Mexican did a similar 
article on my work (Sept. 18, 1994), my 
research was lumped together with 
"UFO buffs." Webster's defines a pejo
rative term as "having a disparaging, 
derogatory or belittling effect." 
Whether the media uses such terms 
consciously or unconsciously, the over
all result has been to keep the scientific 
community and the public at arm's 
length from the puzzling and complex 
mutilation phenomenon. If this mystery 
is ever to be solved, we need an edu
cated public and investigators/scientists 
who are not afraid of risking their pro
fessional lives by examining this per
plexing data. 

These may seem like minor points of 
English usage, but they are not insi~nif
icant. Back in 1979, Senator Harnson 
Schmitt courageously attempted to gain 
federal aid in solving the mutilation 
crimes. For his efforts, he became the 
butt of endless "little green men" jokes 
in the New Mexico media . Some say the 
ridicule blitz cost Schmitt his re-elec
tion bid. 

Gabe Valdez is to be commended for 
his professionalism and perseverance. 
Maybe someday, with our help and en
couragement, he will solve thi s elusive 
mystery. 

David Perkins 
Santa Fe 

. The animal''w~s lying in a dry, shallow 
ditch in the willows at the. edge of the field. 

The Mothman Is one of the prominent displays at 
Dorris' Museum of the Unexplained. Starting 
Monday, the museum will be open from 10 a.m. 

H&N photo by Gary Thain 

to 5 p.m., seven days a week. Admission is a $3 
for adults and $2 for children under ten. The 
museum was previously devoted to Big Foot. 

Museum mission expanded 
Bigfoot Museum is 
now Dorris' Museum 
of the Unexplained 
By BRIAN COLE 
H&N Staff Writer 

DORRIS - It used to be the "Bigfoot 
Museum." As such, it attracted about :.wo visitors 
since opening in Dorris June 1. 

Monday, however, it will become the Museum 
of the Unexplained . This unusual gallery is 
housed in 100-year-old building in downtown 
Dorris. 

The facility has been extensively renovated, 
particularly during the last month, according to 
the museum's curator, Ryan Emerson. 

The new name reflects the museum's diversifi
cation into many unexplained phenomena. "When 
we did research on Bigfoot," Emerson explained, 
"we also acquired a tremendous amount of mate
rial about everything that. is related to the unex
plained." 

Since June, the museum has featured a full
sized Bigfoot replica . Now, there are representa
tions of legendary creatures like the Mothman, 
which. according to Emerson, was seen by more 
than 100 people in West Virginia over the course 
of two years. 

"This thing was seen by dozens and dozens of 
people," Emerson said. It is said to be seven feet 

tall, black in color, with red glowing eyes. 
Then, there is the Chupacabra. "Right now, 

this thing is running around in Puerto Rico," 
Emerson said. "It is estimated that, in the last 
two years, the Chupacabra has killed about 2,000 
animals - sucking all their blood out." 

The Chupacabra, Emerson said, will make a 
small incision in a goat , dog or chicken. "It 
draws every bit of the blood out of an animal. 
Over 15 people have described it. In one place, it 
walked into the center of a town." 

Another unexplained creature is the Loveland 
Frog. One evening in March 1972, a four-foot-ta~l, 
frog-like creature was allegedly spotted m 
Loveland, Ohio. 

"It was seen by two different police officers, " 
Emerson said. 

In 1955, two of these creatures appeared to a 
motorist, and, as the story goes, one of them held 
a rod above its head that gave off sparks. 

Emerson said that, in many cases, these enti
ties are associated with UFO sightings, but that 
some of these beings have appeared - then van
ished without a trace. 

One of the museum's exhibits is of a hapless 
human, prone on a table, being probed by two 
aliens. 

The Museum of the Unexplained is at 226 
South Oregon St. , Dorris. 

Starting Monday, it will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m ., seven days a week. Admission is $3 for 
adults and $2 for children under ten . 

For more information, call (916) 397-2259. 
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Point Of View-

Is the 'Mysterious Valley' 
getting even more mysterious? 

"Nothing is so firmly believed in as what is least 
known." 

Michel Eyquem de Montaigne ( 1533-1592), French 
writer 

There was anothermutliated cow discovered in Saguache 
County last weekend. 

It was the first such incident 
in many months locally, but 
several other "mutes," as 
paranormal researcher Chris
topher O'Brien calls them, 
were found in northern New 
Mexico last month. 

The Saguache area cow was 
tying on her side in the snow 
with no tracks around it. There 
was no blood but its back end 
had been "cored" out, its inter- Mark H. Hunter 
nal organs were gone and part 
of its face was excised away revealing the jawbone. 

I didn't go to the site but I did talk to Center Post 
Dispatch reporter Becky Noland and Christopher O' Brien 
about it. 

O'Brien, who's seen his share of such sights said it was 
"spooky ." ·Reporter Noland, who is usually pretty skepti
cal about 'paranormal' issues, said it gave her the creeps. 
There were no guts lying around, no birds pecking away 
bits of meat, no coyote tracks in the snow. 

Right after I talked to O'Brien I went to the Central 
Auditorium for a Kent Rominger presentation. He wowed 
the kids with a video of the shuttle, slides of hi s latest 
flight, and encouraged them to study hard so they could be 
astronauts when they grow up. 

If anybody would know about thi s weird stuff. maybe 
Kent would, I thought to myse lf. He 's been in outer space 
and seen some strange sights. 

"As a trained engineer I'd have to look at it real hard." 
Rominger said when I asked him about the Valley, UFOs, 
and mutilated cows. "As a member of NASA I think there 
has got to be other life out there somewhere. I'm not 
certain we've had any contact yet, but we will someday. 
When, I don ' t know," he said. 

When I asked him about the possibility that it might be 
the military conducting 'experiments' on cows in the 
middle of the night, he grinned. As a Top Gun Navy pilot, 
he wouldn ' t speculate on anything that had to do with 
UFO's and/or the military . "I don ' t know," he said. That 

was a wise answer. I could probably get him in a lot of 
trouble with hi s bosses if I quoted him saying something 
'off the cuff. ' 

But the question remains - what is going on with 
mutilated cows, strange sight ings. UFO reports , and other 
'paranormal' activity? 

I don ' t have any answers and neither does 0' Brien who 
has spent countless hours investigating dozens , if not 
hundreds, of weird reports . 

I tend to agree with O'Brien 's speculation that it is the 
military . Remember when we were all shocked when we 
first saw news reports of the Stealth fighters and bombers 
in Desert Storm? Those planes had been fl yi ng for years 
-and probably over our own Mysteri ous Valley- but 
nobody here knew what they were . 

Remember two or three· years ago when NORAD called 
the Rio Grande County Sheriffs office about that 'mys
tery' fire on Greenie Mountain ? They said there was a 
"significant heat source" on the mountai n because they 
could see it from their satellites- but nobody could find 
anything. After the dust settled I tried many times to have 
someone from the military ; the Colorado Air National 
Guard, NORAD, the Air Force in Albuquerque, White 
Sands Missile Range, and several other military agencies, 
tell me what happened. All I got was "we don ' t know." 

I've interviewed enough people to know when someone 
is lying to me. Virtually every time I c.alled a military 
organization, everyone I talked to didn ' t know anything. 
I'm sure the folks !talked to on the phone didn ' t know, but 
I'll bet their superiors did know something they just won 't 
tell us. 

Which brings me to the point of military accountability 
to the public. From my experience with the military, 
ranging from the Airspace Initiative to 'mystery' inci
dents, I've never gotten a straight answer. 

The military brass that I've encountered didn't give a 
hoot whether or not they were giving straight answers
or even correct information . The ' vibes' I got from them 
was they really didn't care whether or not the public 
agreed with what they were doing because they were 
going to do it anyway. 

I've asked several of our Congressional delegates about 
that military "attitude" but they just shrug it off. Appar
ently elected officials are· protecting the military's "se
crets." So who are they representing anyway - us or 
them? 

It' s time to get some answers . But I'm not holding my 
breath. 

POST DISPATCH, Center, CO - Dec. 3, 1997 CR: D. Perkins 

Apparent calf mutilation has 
officials wondering 'who', 'why' 
By BECKY NOLAND 
Special to the Courier 

CENTER - A routine Sunday 
morning check on a herd of weaner 
calves 12 miles east of Center re
sulted in the discovery of a dead calf 
that bears all the markings of a muti
lated cow. 

The right side of the calfs face was 
neatly removed, as was the calfs rec
tum and vagina. There were no tracks 
in the snow around it. 

"I don't know how it died," said 
Ted Ruggles, who called the Saguache 
County Sheriffs Office to report the 
unexplained death . "But you could 
tell right away that it had been cut on, 
or mutilaJed, or whatever. My wife's 
uncle had one (a mutilated cow on the 

Triple L ranch last year) and you can 
tell right away ." . 

The dead calf was discovered about 
9 a .m . Sunday morning by Bill 
Kopfman, who is partners with Jack 
Kuntz and Travis Smith in J & J Farms, 
the company that owns the calves. At 
the time, Kopfman didn't get close 
enough to the dead cow to notice any
thing was out of the ordinary, so he just 
reported it to Ted Ruggles, Jack Kuntz 's 
foreman. But when Ruggles checked 
on the dead animal, he knew right away 
something out of the ordinary had 
happened. 

" It was totally bizarre to me," he 
said . "Once Bill told me there was a 
dead cow, it just didn't sound right 
because I had checked the day before 
and everything was all right. When I 

found it, I said "Wow' " You can tell 
it's been cut because you can see the 
knife cuts." 

Ruggles called the Saguache 
County Sheriff s Office and Deputy 
Dan Warwick was dispatched to 
County Rd . C and County Rd . 60. 
Warwick took photographs of the cow 
and the death is currently under inves
tigation by the Sheriffs Office, but 
officials are reluctant to speculate 
about the incident. 

"We ' re doing a formal report on 
it," Undersheriff Mike Norris said. 
"At this point, all we have is an unex 
plained cow's death that wasn't preda" 
tor-caused." 

Norris did confirm that no tracks 
were present around the body when it 
was di scovered . 

GLOBE, Boston, MA - July 5, 1997 

Looking for aliens 
on the SETI website 

By David Colker 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 

Roswell. 
Don't worry, even though this 

column concerns the search for ex
traterrestrial life, you won't find that 
.desert spot mentioned here again. 

If you are interested in that 
place, you can dive into any one of 
hundreds of UFO-themed sites, 
some of which make supermarket 
tabloids look like the Oxford Book of 
Knowledge by comparison. 

We are instead going in search of 
something far rarer on this subject 
in the digital realm - true science. It 

The institute is 
conducting a quiet, 

somewhat lonely 
search for radio 
signals that may 
have been sent 
from planets a 
long, long way 
from our home. 

exists, but mostly on only one, rather wave search for signals from other 
sedate, site: http://www.setl-insledu. solar systems. He didn't hear any-

This is the World Wide Web thing of much interest from his West 
home of the SET! Institute, whidt .is Virginia outpost, but similar tests 
conducting a quiet, somewhat lonely followed around the world, especially 
search for traces of radio signals in what was then the Soviet Union. 
that may have been sent from plan-
ets a long, long way from our home. NASA eventually got involved 
Moviegoers were briefly exposed to and, after years of planning, began 
its existence last year. In "Indepen- the world's most ambitious SETI 
dence Day," the young man who de- project in 1992., Its program was 
tects a signal from unfriendly aliens supposed to last at least 10 years. 

· is said to work for SETI (which It ended in 1993. The search for 
stands for Search for E:xtraterres- little green men turned out to be an 
trial Intelligence). easy target for politicos looking for 

The real SETI Institute has ways to cut government spending. 

b C The institute was then born to roots ack in 1959, when two ornell . th . . . 
physicists suggested that microwave ~ontinue . e wo~k, m ~ much dimin
radio transmissions could travel long !shed fashion, With pnvate support. 
distances in space. The next year ~he budget is $3 million a year. Pub
young radio astronomer Frank lis~ed reports ha~e. disclosed that 
Drake conducted the first radio ffia.Jor donors have mcluded Micro-

. soft. co-founder Paul Allen, Hewlett-
Packard co-founder William Hew
lett, and Intel co-founder Gordon 
Moore. 

The SETI Institute site is some
what unorganized (the home page 
promises it will be revamped this 
summer), but if yo~ dig long enough,_ 
you can find fascinating documjrttS. 
One is a "Declaration of PrinCiples 
Concerning Activities Folio_wing the 
DeteCtion of Extraterrestrial Intelli
gence." 

High on the list of these. princi
ples: The person who detects a sus
pected artificially produced radio 
pattern should promptly notify oth7-. 
ers in the field. That done, '"a con
firmed detection of extraterrestrial 
intelligence should be disseminated 
promptly, openly and widely through 
scientific channels and public media 

" 
It's not clear what would happen 

next. Earth could aim a radio sign3.i 
at the originating source, but even if 
it carne from the nearest star, _it 
would take four years to get there 
and another four to get a reply. 

The institute examines about 2 
billion radio frequen~es for each tar
get star on its list. The site can dis
play nothing as titillating as blurry 
pictures of UFOs or film clips of sur
gery on crash-landed aliens. 

But, "the faint whine that wou\d 
betray .an alien civilization," notes 
the site, "could come tomorrow." 

Retired officers fire missile theory back into TWA case 
c 
0 
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By John Ranchette 
and Billy House 
Gannett News Service 

,¢ ,.: WASHINGTON - Retired 

>~ ..,, admiral Thomas Moorer, a for
e mer chairman of the Joint 

g ~ foh:~~~~~~:·~:~~~?"::a~~ 
~ into TWA Flight 800. 
c:t The plane disintegrated July 
CJ) 17, 1996, en route to Paris and 
::;, plunged into the Atlantic near 

Long lsl~md , killing 230. 

"This time, I wouldn't let the 
FBI do it," Moorer said. ''I'd 
have the NTSB ( National 
Transportation Safety Board ) 
do it." 

Moorer and other retired 
Navy brass, at a news confer
ence, expressed suspicion over 
the FBI's 18-month investiga· 
tion of the disaster. 

"All evidence would point to 
a missile," said Moorer. 

Moorer, an expert on missile 
weaponry, attended the news 

conference convened by a me
dia watchdog group that scoffs 
at the NTSB and FBI findings. 

Joseph Valiquette, FBI 
spokesman in New York, said 
the agency is "comfortable" 
with its conclusions that 
"there's no evidence a criminal 
act was responsible." 

The Navy officers - who 
appeared with a veteran TWA 
pilot, two witnesses and mem
bers of Accuracy in Media, 
which coordinated the briefing 

- said a study of evidence 
from recovered Flight 800 data 
recorders rebuts the govern
ment's official story about fuel 
vapors exploding in a central 
tank of the jetliner after a 
spark from unknown causes. 

The retired officers specu
lated a missile could have 
come from either a submarine 
or a buoy device developed by 
the Navy years ago to float at
tack missiles into position for 
launch from miles away. "One 

vital question we haven't at
tacked is the origin of that 
streak of light," said Moorer. 

Shelly Hazle, a spokeswom
an for the NTSB, scoffed at al
legations made at the press 
conference. "Their interpreta
tion of the data from the flight 
data recorder only displays 
their lack of knowledge of how 
FDRs work and how data is in
terpreted." 

Contributing: Scott Bowles 
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House-shaking 'booms' mystify neighborhood 
By BARBARA POUCHETil 

Journal-Bulletin Staff Writer 

Roads. 

CRANSTON 
After knocking on a few doors in the area, patrol 

Officer Robert Callison found that several other resi
dents were troubled by the same acoustic disturbance 
and he put together a report that Patrol Capt. William 
Burroughs said simply could not be ignored. 

CRANSTON - Sometimes Ed Conway's 3-year-old 
daughter will run to him in the middle of the night 
exclaiming, "The dinosaurs are coming!" 

Those are the times Conway's house has just shud
dered from a mysterious booming sound that worries, 
and perplexes, Conway and a number of his neighbors 
in the Glen Woods neighborhood. 

It occurs day and night, with an eerie irregularity 
that they say thwarts attempts to find a pattern. It may 
happen only once, or more than a dozen times, during a 
24-hour period, they say. 

lAST MONDAY Burroughs notified city officials, as 
well as the U.S. Geological Swvey, the Rhode Island 
Emergency Management Agency, and the Providence 
Water Supply Board. The noise, which residents say sounds like a thud

ding explosion beneath the earth, seems to be concen
trated in a two- to three-block area affecting houses on 
Summit Drive and West Blue Ridge and Park Forest 

Finding out exactly what is causing the sound 
became a top priority for city officials after Conway and 
Summit Drive resident Barbara Mendelsohn called 
police early last week. 

On Tuesday, Public Works Director Peter Alviti said 
the city was working scientifically to try to solve the 
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Aliens are out there, and they're 
smarter than we are, survey says 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON - Most Ameri
cans think there is intelligent life 
on other planets - more intelli
gent, in fact, than on earth. 

"The public loves this stuff, 
they always have," said Paul 
Horowitz, a professor of physics at 
Harvard, when told of the finding 
made public Monday by the Marist 
Institute for Public Opinion. 
Horowitz directs a project that op
erates a 250-million channel re
ceiver listening for signals from 
space. 

"It could be that the American 
people are taking two and two and 
coming up with four," said Brian 
Welch, a spokesman for the Na
tional Aeronautics and Space Ad
ministration. 

What pleased the space com
munity was the response to this 
question: "Do you think there is in
telligent life on other planets?" 

Sixty percent of the people said 
yes and 40 percent said no. 

Marist researchers then asked 
those who said yes if they thought 
life on other planets is "more, less, 
or about as intelligent as human 

life on earth." 
The aliens came out ahead on 

that question, with 47 percent of 
Americans saying they thought ex-

Most people who believe 
extraterrestials exist 
believe they are 
intelligent and friendly. 

traterrestriallife was more intelli
gent, 13 percent said less intelli
gent and 40 percent said it was 
about the same. 

By a margin of 86 to 14, people 
said they thought galactic neigh
bors are friendly rather than hos
tile. 

Despite the positive view of the 
possibility of life on other planets, 
the survey found Americans divid
ed on spending for the space pro
gram. 

Forty-seven percent said the 
government is spending too much, 
43 percent said funding was about 
right and 10 percent said it was too 
low. Asked if they thought the 

space program was a good invest
ment, 45 percent said yes and 55 
percent said the money would be 
better spent on other programs. 

The telephone survey was con
ducted Oct. 5-7. Marist questioned 
935 adults by telephone and the ~ 
sults had a margin of error ~f 3.5 
percentage points. 

Broken down by age, people 
from 18 through 60 were strongly 
supportive of the idea of life en 
other planets. But people older 
than 60 rejected the idea by a mar
gin of 67 to 33. 

"The subject has moved a lot ln 
just the last couple of years, said 
Louis Friedman, executive dif!ee
tor of the Planetary Society, whose 
100,000 members are strong achJo
cates of continuing research into 
the possibility of life in outer 
space. 

Horowitz said researchers are 
"riding along on this wave oftedJ
nological innovation." He said his 
project listens on 250 million chan
nels simultaneously. The first seri
ous search for signals from space 
was in 1960 and had just one chan
nel, he said. 
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Female body mysteriously falls from sky 
The Associated Press 

MIAMI - A woman who 
police believe may have fallen 
out of an airplane was killed af
ter hitting a garden wall in an 
apartment complex Tuesday. 

Police have no idea who she 

is or exactly how she fell. No
body saw her fall. 

Residents heard a loud 
bang and went outside to find 
that a woman's body had 
landed on a garden wall and 
was ripped in half, Moss said. 

Police said she could not 
have fallen from a nearby 20-
story apartment building, the 
tallest structure in the area. 
The condition of her body in
dicates she fell from a much 
higher point, Moss said. 
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It's not 'Star Trek' beaming, 
but teleportation being done 

NEW YORK (AP) - It looks 
like the "Beam-me-up-Scotty" 
magic of "Star Trek." But a 
startling laboratory result might 
help scientists build more powerful 
computers. 

In an Austrian lab, scientists 
destroyed bits of light in one place 
and made perfect replicas appear 
about three feet away. 

They did that by transferring 
information about a crucial physi
cal characteristic of the original 
light bits, called photons. The 
information was picked up by 
other photons, which took' on that 
characteristic and so became repli
cas of the originals. 

The phenomenon that made it 
happen is so bizarre that even 
Albert Einstein didn't believe in it. 
He called it spooky. 

The work is the first to demon
strate "quantum teleportation," a 
bizarre shifting of physical charac
teristics between nature's tiniest 

particles, no matter how far apart 
they are. 

The experiment is reported in 
today's issue of the journal Nature 
by Anton Zeilinger and colleagues 
at the University of Innsbruck in 
Austria. 

Scientists might be able to 
achieve teleportation between 
atoms within a few years and 
molecules within a decade or so, 
Zeilinger said. 

The process is fundamentally 
different from the "Star Trek" 
notion of "beaming" people from 
one place to another. But could 
teleportation be done with people? 

There's no theoretical problem 
with that, several experts said. But 
get real. 

"I think it's quite clear that any
thing approximating teleportation 
of complex living beings, even bac
teria, is so far away technologically 
that it's not really worth thinking 
about it," said IBM physicist 

Charles H. Bennett. He and other 
physicists proposed quantum tele
portation in 1993. 

There would just be too much 
information to assemble and 
transmit, he and others said. Even 
if it were possible someday, it 
would be so expensive that "proba
bly it's just as cheap to send the 
real person," said Benjamin Schu
macher of Kenyon College in Gam
bier, Ohio. 

Besides, Schumacher said, tele
portation would "kill you and take 
you apart atom by atom so you 
could be reassembled at the other 
end, one hopes. It doesn't seem like 
a good idea to me." 

Much more likely. experts said, 
is using teleportation between tiny 
particles to set up quantum com
puters. These devices would use 
teleportation to sling data around 
and they could solve certain com
plex problems much faster than 
today's machines. 

mystery. 
"It sounds like gunshots with very 

deep resonance," said Barbara 
Mendelsohn, who lives on Summit 
Drive. "There are usually three or 
four such sounds even spaced. It's 
very hard to describe." 

Mendelsohn has kept a log of the 
occurrence of the sound, calling it 
simply "the boom list." And she has 
clocked the noise at all hours of the 
day and night. 

Conway and others say they 
heard the sound as long as a year 
ago, but that this fall it increased in 
intensity and frequency. They all 
say it is loud enough to wake them 
from a sound sleep. And although 
Conway says his four children are 
getting used to it, his 3-year-old 
insists that it is the earth-shaking 
tread of dinosaurs. 

"It feels like something rumbling 
beneath your house," said Conway, 
who at first thought his furnace might 
be the culprit. "For the life of me, the 
only thing I can think of is that it is 
some sort of gas buildup beneath the 
earth that is being let off." 

cAil..ING TilE situation, "very 
peculiar," Alviti said that the city is 
sending out letters to residents who 
live within a quarter-mile of the area 
where the complaints have originat
ed. 

"From an engineering standpoint 
it is very important that we under
stand exactly what kind of noise it 
is," he said. "And we need ·to know 
how big an area is affected." 

He said his office is plotting on a 
map the lociltion of houses affected 
by the boom. 

The city will be in contact with the 
Providence Water Supply Board and 
any other relevant agencies he said. 
It will also be tracking down any 
possible audio culprits such as traffic 
on Route 37, businesses on Oaklawn 

Avenue, and a nearby water pump
ing station on Melody Lane. 

Rebecca Petronio, who lives on 
West Blue Ridge Road, likened the 
sound and the accompanying "feel" 
to someone falling down in the next 
room. "It's like the whole house has 
been hit and is a little shaky," she 
said. 

"It varies in intensity, but it can 
wake me out of a sound sleep," she 
said. 

Petronio said her husband 
remembers hearing the sound 
before the big water main break in 
the city a year ago. She said that he 
also remembers the sound abating 
for a while after the main was fixed. 

Alviti said he does not think the 
sound is from the water main, 
which cuts east-west across the city 
and runs through the Dean Estates 
neighborhood. He said if it were the 
main, he would expect more com
plaints from Dean Estates residents 
rather than those who live in Glen 
Woods, just to the south. 

Alviti said it is too soon to be spe
cific about what might be causing the 
noise. "One of the residents asked 
me if I thought it was of immediate 
concern and I told them that it is pre
mature for me to say yes or no. 

"Are we taking immediate mea
sures and are we treating it as an 
immediate concern? Yes we are." 

Mendelsohn said she just wants 
to know the source of the noise -
and would be relieved if it turned 
out to be something very simple and 
harmless. 

"It's just getting very unnerving 
because this is a big sound that 
doesn't sound right in· your home," 
she said. "Maybe our concern is out 
of proportion, but we need to know 
what it is." 
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In the new work, scientists 
transferred the trait of "polariza
tion~ between photons. Light 
behaves like both a photon particle 
and as a wave. A light wave has 
peaks and troughs like an ocean 
wave, and polarization refers to 
the directions in which these 
peaks and troughs point. Photons 
retain this trait. 

To transfer the polarization 
between photons, the researchers 
used a phenomenon called entan
glement, which Einstein rejected. 
Since then, however, it's been 
shown to be real. 

When two photons are entan
gled, "they have opposite luck." 
said IBM's Bennett. Whatever 
happens to one is the opposite of 

what happens to the other. In par
ticular, their polarizations are the 
opposite of each other. 

Here's how the Austrians took 
advantage of that: 

Call three photons A, B and C, 
and assume the goal is to transmit 
Ns polarization to C. The 
researchers created B and C as 
entangled photons. Then they 
entangled B with A 

That second step destroyed A, 
but not before B took on the oppo
site of Ns original state. This 
change meant B's entangled part
ner, C, had to change polarization 
to remain the opposite o£ B's. So 
C's polarization ended up the same. 
as Ns used to be.."Tb.e polarization 
was transmitted. 
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