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Tracking intentellar travelers: Budd Hopkins in his studio 
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Budd Hopkins keeps a scrapbook of scars-close-up photographs oflashes, 
wales, and scabs that people can't explain. He flips through the images 
and points to an indentation the size of a teaspoon on a woman's upper 
arm. "These are scoop marks," he says. "You see them a lot." In another 
shot, a woman's labia are spread to reveal two perforations in the skin, 
supposedly incised by aliens while she slept. On another woman's shoul
der swells a giant, deep bruise that, he says, "healed by the end of the day.· 

This Saturday, Hopkins takes his latest findings--scars and all--public 
at a daylong conference on UFO abduction, featuring the leading lights in 
the field: UFO Encyclopedia author Jerome Clark, nuclear physicist Stanton 
Friedman (speaking on the possibility of interstellar travel), and Temple Uni
versity historian David Jacobs (on abductions in the 19th century). Over 50 
abductees will also be present, including Unda Cortile, the victim of New 
York's best-known incident, the 1989 Brooklyn Bridge abduction case. 

"What you're dealing with are tightly imagined testimonies" by ab
ductees, says Hopkins, who has interviewed hundreds of them. For ex
ample, "No abductee has ever reported any interest [by the aliens] in the 
heart.· It's as if the alleged victims of an interstellar human buffet all some
how got their stories straight. As if they were all telling the truth. 

Hopkins, a veritable Alan Lomax of UFO abductions, has been 
listening to abductees for over 20 years. An established artist with 
paintings in the permanent collections of the Whitney and Guggenheim, the 
67-year-old has been collecting abductees' testimony since his first 
(and only) sighting back in 1964 of a "dark, elliptical object" hovering 
outside Provincetown. He has amassed over 650 histories and trans
formed them into books like Missing Time and the bestseller Intruders, 
which became a CBS miniseries. 

No doubt Saturday's "crash course, • sponsored by Hopkins's own In
truders Foundation, comes at a strange time for ufology. On St. Marks 
Place, Hw city's extraterrestrial airstrip, you can't escape merchandise 
printed with little green aliens to king on spliffs and popping the peace sign. 
Cults seem to regularly make the jump for He<Wen's Gate. And who doesn't 
have a "scoop mark"? According to a 1996 Newsweek poll, 48 percent of 
Americans think UFOs are real and 29 percent of us think we have made 
contact. For Hopkins, the cultural saturation vindicates the cause. "We've 
gotten a tremendous fair shake from the media because of it, • he says. 

The problem is that all the media attention is • contaminating the pool" 
of subjects, notes Hopkins. "The more material that is publicized, the eas
ier it is for somebody with psychological problems to invent something.· 

He already filters huge ammmts of delusion from his mailbox (peo
ple contact him through a P.O. box listed at the back of his books). The ma
jority of mail gets dumped immediately. Of the remaining correspondents, 
only 30 percent can recall their experience coherently afterward. As a re--------2 sult, Hopkins gets their testimonies by hypnosis (free of charge), which 
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raises eyebrows. He claims it's necessary because aliens submerge people's 
memories of abduction. Usually, each person has multiple encounters. "If 
people have had one abduction experience, then they will have others," 
he says. "It's as if you become a specimen for them. • 

Why would a superior race waste its time wiping out people's memory 
. when pop-cult awareness of its activities is at an all-time high? "It's ex

tremely difficult to get inside the alien mind.· explains Hopkins. "There may 
be reasons for them to forget the experiences so that they're tractable.· 

Unfortunately, the testimonies themselves don't tell us very much, and 
for Hopkins, that is the most alarming part. In all the records he's got, he's 
never seen any sign of alien malevolence-"they don't pull out chin 
whiskers one by one,· he says-or benevolence. "That goes a long way to 
eliminating the fantasy element to this-we tend to fantasize angels or dev
ils because most fantasy is connected to our needs and fears. But this is 

something that doesn't have coloration and it leaves people completely confused. It is truly alien. • 
Hopkins resists the idea that his own abstract expressionist art might be influenced by his UFO research, 

through it's impossible not to see parallels. His "Guardian" paintings---£anvases fractured by color that he calls 
"sentinel-like" -and his· Altars" series of wooden sacred objects resonate with a spiritual questioning. But he's 
cagey on the topic. • A relationship ends, you move to a studio with a higher ceiling, it all affects [the art],· says 
Hopkins. "I withstood the connection [to the UFO research] for many years, and I still don't like to stress it. • He 
admits it has done "more harm than good" to his art career. 

He provides an invaluable service for the abductees, regardless of whether they're telling the truth. "If it 
wasn't for Budd, I don't know what would have happened to me," says Cortile (not her real last name), who 
claims she was abducted from her apartment on the Lower East Side. Her story is renowned in the UFO com
munity as one of the only witnessed abductions. (Hopkins's book ~tnessed examines the case.) In November 
1989, Cortile was preparing for sleep when she "looked up and there was a four-foot guy across the room. • 
She threw a pillow at it, but then a white fabnc fell over her head. "The next thing I remember was dropping 
into my bed,· she says. Three witnesses later wrote letters to Hopkins claiming to have seen Cortile floating 
up from her window into a spacecraft. 

The case gets weirder. The woman who saw the abduction from her car on the Brooklyn Bridge spoke to Hop
kins, but now refuses to be interviewed. The two other witnesses were unidentified "agent<;" whom Hopkins never met 
and who continually harassed Cortile to explain what had happened. One even claimed to have been abducted re
peatedly with Cortile (and to have fathered one of her kids). If that weren't enough to undermine credibility, Cor
tile herself must have floated through grilles on her window to even make it lnto the open air. "You can't really be
lieve them,· says Greg Sandow, a New York journalist and moderator at the conference. "On the other hand, the 
more I looked into it, it's a hoax of unimaginable complexity because of the number of people that had to be involved. • 

Hoax or not, Hopkins is doing a kind of social work right in the gap. He brought Cortile to a free monthly 
support group for abductees he runs out of his art studio, and she's been attending ever since. "I didn't 
know what to expect, but they were people just like me,· she says. "I made friends and they pulled me 
through." Unfortunately, there's no cure for the stories they're now living with. "I wish I was crazy, • 
Cortile says, exasperated. "There's a treatment for that." 1 

The 1999 UFO Abduction Conference will be held at the 0. Henry Learning Center on West 17th Street, Saturday 
Apri/10. Call645-5278 for full information. 
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•!Rolling Stone. The local papers have 
-~llowed his recent moves. He's a 
lltot topic in certain Internet chat 
~sudden silicon celebrity. 

The Truth according to F~ 
is that the world is about to change 
dramaticaDy. Of course that's What 
-tvery visionary says. In these rnil
lemrlal times, there are futurists and 
big talkers crawling all over Califor
·ma ..and . the rest of the planet 
Fhmage knows he bas to speak 
louder than others to be heard over 
tBe background static. Thus his 
assertion that human beings are 
about to master the force of gravity. 
- We will learn to engineer the very 

fabric of •space-time." We'll tap into 
~ massive, hidden energy source. 
~Aspects of nature that everyone bas 
always taken for granted-like this 
annoying thing called "inertia"
will enter the realm of human ma
Oipu]ation. We'll zip around the 
~et in a flash. We'll zoom across 
the entire galaxy-really fast! 
. "You could go to Alpha Centauri 
and be back for dinner," Firmage 
says. 

And there's more! The gravity 
b.,reakthrougb is merely a harbinger 
of the really huge development, the 
~event to end all 
~events. Wewill 
D)ake contact with ... the VISitors. 
~e're talking fonnal contact here, 
actual direct communication. no 
more cat-and-mouse games in the 
desert No more coverup. We will 
know the aliens and discover, finally, 
our place in the cosmos. 

That's "The Truth." 
BYMICHAflMALONEY-SoiHAWICtSCOCI«CC«UYIAAS&JOATEDPI!SS Whether he'S right or wrong--

JM Fimuge and the firmament: Tile 28-year-old computer executive who amassed a fortune bas abandoned SiliCon Valley to punue his quest for The Tnath. brilliant or booeheaded-F"umage is 
clearlY a creature of his time and 

talking on the phone. They're all engaged in an place. The temptation is to prop him 
extremely profitable pursuit that didn't even exist uP as a Generation X figurehead, Joe Firmage, By JoEL ACHENBACH 

', Washington Posl Staff Writer 

A Master of the 
Universe at 28, 
Wants to Defy -
Gravity and 
Visit the 

LOS GATOS, Calif. 

T 
he prophet speeds through Silicon 
Valley in a red Corvette convertible, 
up Highway 17 to Highway 85to 
Highway 101. Joe Firmage is racing to 
the offices of USWeb/CKS. He started 
the company three years ago in a 

moment of inspiration, and it now has a market 
value of $2.5 billion. Joe Firmage, at the age of 28, 
is a winner. 

Another red Corvette whizzes by. Another 
young businessman, going faster. This is a 
Darwinian world-speed is of the essence. 

afewyearsago. USWeb/CKSprovides "'nternet and the press bas been unable to 
services."Thepeopleheresetup"e-commerce" resist the urge to call him the Fox 
sites and "intranets" and "extranets" for other Mulder of Silicoo. Valley. A better 
companies. Finnage says proudly, "We are way to loQk at the situation is to say 
probably the single largest concentration of that he's the Internet in human 
Internet experts in the world." i&m. 

He used to be the ultimate bosS here, the CEO. He's the human search engine. He 
Now he's just a consultant, the resident prophet in is a nexus for provocative and ques
the corner office. tiboable information. From his cor

He devotes himself to his mission. His mission is ~office, he can tap on the ~-
"Th T th " er and dart through an unofficial and 
~t~ th~ title of his book, which is posted on unaduthorizedHworld of knowledgehe 

L-----'~'"'-·th.I"Wd J an rumor. e can amass. as 

Far Corners 
OfHisRealm 

Firmage soon arrives at his office building, 
which is like every high-tech office for miles 
around, so new it's barely had time to experience 
the phenomenon of rain. Firmage rides an elevator, 
goes through double doors and strides down a 
clean, carpeted hallway past secretaries and 
staffers, everyone tapping on keyboards and 

the Internet at www.tneJC~VTu .. nn• w ... oe . $Vivels • his chair his own person-
Firmage believes he has f~und The T~th, ~d pets. al data~ of facts' and theories. To 
using all his entrepreneurial skill to dissemmate. listen to Firmage is to hear of the 
that truth to the world. at large: . Casimir effect and zero-point energy 

In a single month, his Web Stte rec~ved 6 and Heisenberg's uncertainty princi-
million hits. He's placed a full-page ad m USA 
Today. He is about to be profiled in W"tred and 

Haisch paper and its implications. H 
humans could modify mass. inertia. 
space-time, then so could . . . the 
Visitors. Firmage took a printout 
home and stayed up late reading. He 
liually sd his alarm for 6:10a.m. and 
went to sleep. 

Morning arrived. The alarm rang. 
He hit the snooze button. 

"The next nine minute snooze 
changed the course of my life," be 
writes. 

Without warning, a "remarkable 
being clothed in brilliant white light" 
appeared above him, hovering over 
the bed. 

"Why have you called me here?" 
the entity asked. 

All roads in the F"mnage universe 
lead to UFOs. For F"umage, the 
visions reported by prophets and 
religious figures-including Joseph 
Smith, founder of the Monnon 
faith-are strikingly reminiscent of 
modem encounters with aliens. 

As F"mnage journeyed deeper
and after he began anonymously 
posting pieces of "The Truth" on a 
Web site called Project Kairos-his 
position within his own company 
became problematic. Corey, his part· 
ner, says he was sympathetic to 
F"trmage's position on UFOs. "There 
appears to be a number of data 
points that appear to come from a lot 
of credible people," Corey says. 

Joe f"trmage's booll "The Tnrth" is posted chapter and verse on the Wortd Wide Web. 

Firmage, half awake and half 
asleep, said, '1 want to travel in 
space." 

"Why should you be granted such 
an opportunity?" said the entity. 

Nonetheless, some members of 
the company's board were uncom
fortable with Firmage's new passion, 
particularly after he went public 
with his beliefs in November. There 
were clients who were appalled that 
the head of Lie company was es
pousing views normally associated 
with crackpots. USWeb'sstockprice 
began to slip. The company had 
merged with a firm called CKS, and 
it was a sensitive moment Any sign 
of weakness can be fatal in the 
computer industry. F"umage had al
ready j.>l::lmcd to step down as CEO, 
making way for an older executive, 
but it became clear that he had to 
hurry up the transition. He became 
the chief strategist. Eventually, even 
that seemed too lofty a title for 
someone with his beliefs, and he 
became a mere consultant 

"Cosmos." Young Joe found it trans
formational. He became fascinated 
by astronomy. In his back yard, he 
took pictures of the heavens with a 
camera attached to a telescope. 

In his bedroom, he tinkered with 
computers. One day he tried to ~te 
a software program on a MacinWsh, 
and found the job laborious. He;bad 
to dive down into the deepest squc
ture of the Mac's brain. This is oo 
hard, he told himseH. Suddenly he 
had an idea. He'd make this simpler 
for everyone. He designed a set of 
software tools that could be 11'!ed by 
anyone to write a program He 
formed a company, Serius Corp., 
based in his bedroom. He stayed up 
late at night, shrink-wrapping boxes 
of Serius software. 

His invention was a hit Although 
he went on to the University of 
Utah, studying physics, he didn't 
stay long. Firmage had found his 
calling: computer world entrepre
neur. 

Two years later, in the fall of 
1995, he quit Novell, and with a 
colleague, Toby Corey, he started 
USWeb. Firmage's new, big idea 
was that corporations all over the 
world were befuddled by the Inter· 
net and needed smart people to 
guide them through the wilds of this 
new medium. USWeb wouldn't 
make products, it would provide 
services. The company bought out 
more than three dozen other finns. 
Firmage was a winner yet again. 

He's not shy of touting his intel
lectual skills and professional suc
cesses. 

'1 could have done anything in 
this industry." 

"We did something far more chal· 
lenging than Yahoo or Ama· 
zon.com." 

"People describe me as incredibly 
rational, very left-brained, highly 
attuned to risk management, all the 
qualities that make a good CEO." 

The rule in Silicon Valley is adapt 
or die. To be slow, to cling to 
tradition, to fail to envision the next 
big thing, is to ensure extinction. By 
the fall of 1997, Firmage and his 
partners were ready to take USWeb 
public, a move that required a frenzy 
of activity in preparing the initial 
public offering (IPO). 

He'd always been interested in 
astronomy, physics, UFOs, stuff like 
that. As a teenager, UFO stories had 
intrigued him, but he'd .concluded 
that there was no way the flying 
saucers, or whatever they were, 
could cross the immense distances 
of interstellar space. 

But on this day he found some
thing. It was a research paper by a 
man named Bernhard Haisch. 

Haisch, as it happens, is a physi
cist who works just up the road from 
Finnage, at Lockheed Martin. He's 
also the editor of the Journal of 
Scientific Exploration, which often 
carries articles about UFOs. 

"Because fm willing to die for it," 
Finnage said. 

And then an electric blue sphere 
emerged from the being and entered 
Finnage. 

"Instantly, I was overcome by the 
most unimaginable ecstasy I have 
ever experienced, a pleasure vastly 
beyond orgasm." 

Mer that, he began writing furi. 
ously. He became intellectually hy
per-linked to all kinds of new and 
imponderable theories. He tunneled 
deep into the world of UFOs. He 
claims he has had private conversa
tions with some of the top military 
leaders in America, who have confid
ed that aliens are real. He won't say 
who these leaders are. 

Firmage now believes that aliens 
get interested in a planet when the 
most intelligent species on that plan
et learns how to control gravity. The 
aliens couldn't poss1bly stand 
around doing nothing while hu· 
mans, so raw and unfinished a 
species, began racing across the 
galaxy like teenagers on spring 
break. 

His next step will be to print 
100,000 copies of "The Truth" as an 
elegant hardback, self-published, he 
says, so he'll have total editorial 
control This summer he'll embark 
on a 20-city book tour. He won't do 
ordinary book signings but will 
speak, he vows, in auditoriums and 
other large venues. He's thinking big 
alltheway. 

The Search 
And what does Bernhard Raisch, 

the man behind the zero.point field, 
think of Joe Firmage? 

"He's way out there." 

ple and quantum foam and the 
Roswell incident and the MJ-12 
documents. Science, pseudo-sci· 
ence, truth and fiction, God and 
electromagnetism: It's all there, a 
thick and pungent stew. 

He would like the world to think 
that someone bas come along, some
one intelligent and bold and most of 
all spiritual, who can make sense of 
it all. He would be the man who 
reconciled science and religion, who 
legitimized the UFO mythology and 
who figured out the future, even 
though it meant abandoning his 
wildly lucrative career as an Internet 
guru. As he told a local paper, '1 
chose to basically take the risk for 
everybody's sake and put my own 
career on the line." 

But another story line is in play
that what works in Silicon Valley 
does not always work in the real 
world. That here's a case of someone 
who couldn't separate the good in
formation from the bad. That with 
enough hubris, even Joe F"umage, so 
young and smart and clever and 
rich, might find a way to make a fool 
of himself. 

The Path 
F"trmage is polite and personable, 

but when he gets rolling, his fervor 
builds. He puts the tractor beam on 
hiS listener and doesn't let go. There 
are moments when his eyes appear 
sad, and weary, as though affected 
by the tedium of explaining things 
that should be obvious. 

He says things like: 
"The macro picture here is an

thropological in dimension." 
F"trmage resides in a milliOIHiollar 

house in Los Gatos, Calii, that 
shows little evidence of a human 
occupant. There's a pool table just 
off the kitchen (he is quite good at 
billiards, he says) and a laptop on 
the counter with, by Firmage's esti
mate, 2,000 unanswered e-mail mes
sages. He says he typically works 15 
hours a day and does not have the 
"bandwidth" at the moment to get 
married or have a permanent rela
tionship. 

Firmage is the descendant, 
through many generations, of an
other bold searcher, Brigham 
Young. Young led the Mormons to 
Utah after the murder of the prophet 
Joseph Smith. F~ grew up in a 
Mormon household in Salt Lake . 
City. 

When he was 10 years old, his 
father, a law professor, insisted that 
he watch Carl Sagan's PBS series 

anomalies, UFOs, government con
spiracies. But he's also a scientist 
and he knows that his theories about 
the zero.point field are nowhere 
close to being verified. 

Moreover, a scientist would never 
write something called·"The T~ 
A scientist might write "The 'l1.er 
ry." To aooroach the level of a tJ;uth, 

a theory must be tested, vigorously, 
and should have the potential to be 
falsified. That's one of the many 
problems with the UFO mythology. 
Covert entities can't be disproved. 
Nor can secret government conspir· 
acies. 

Haisch says, "Because he's Jlot·a 
scientist, and because of his yt:lllth 
and his success. he's probably IJclt 
applying as stringent a filter u lt~ 
might." 

Aliens in UFOs don't survive the 
violent jostling they receive w.lien 
they pass through the filters of mast 
scientists. Among those who ~ 
ed the idea that aliens have villit,ecli 
our planet was F"trmage's hero. <art 
Sagan. Firmage knows that. He bm; 
an explanation: "Sagan was ~ 
aware of zer<rpoint physics. • 

The professional UFO debuhket 
Philip Klass says of Firmage, "1b 
terms of establishing or proving dfat 
we have ET visitors, he adds noth
ing.-

Many scientists note that there~ 
not a single scrap of metal tnat
appears extraterrestrial in any 14&-
oratory analysis. "Why doesn't ~ 
one come into my office with .'W 
ashtray or a radio knob from one..ef 
these things?" asks Seth Shos~ ;m 
astronomer at the SEU Insti~ 
which conducts radio searches h 
signals from extraterrestrial civiliza
tions, and which is loath to he! 
associated with UFOs. 

Finnage admits that 80 percent..t 
UFO stories are nonsense. But thert!r. 
is truth out there on the fringe~, till
insists. The entire cosmos has clm
acteristics of being conscious, li ... 
mage believes. We are spiriru:j M
ings coming to terms with the 

People with money were looking 
for computer whizzes. Investors 
gave him millions of dollars. the 
business expanded. and soon Fir
mage had 45 employees in a fancy 
office. Novell Corp. came along in 
1993, waving $24 million. The huge 
company bought Serius and made 
Finnage a vice president He was 23 
years old and a millionaire. 

He was exhausted. But he decid· 
ed to surf the Internet. 

The Haisch paper discussed 
something called the "zero-point 
field." This is a theoretical field of 
energy that permeates everything, 
even the "empty" spaces of the 
universe. Haisch asserts that what 
gives a piece of matter its "mass" is 
an electromagnetic reaction with 
this zero-point field. The theory is 
abstruse in the extreme. But if 
Haisch is right, then mass can, in 
theory, be modified and engineered. 
Something as seemingly fundamen
tal as inertia might be subject to 
cancellation. There are implications 
for faster-than-light travel and space
ships that require no fuel, all sorts of 
fabulous notions. 

Finnage was captivated by the 

Firmage says he'd love to be in a 
leadership position if formal contact 
with the aliens begins-if, for exam
ple, "two years from now, we had a 
craft hovering over Times Square, 
or landing in the middle of the Super 
BowL" 

He thinks Firmage is smart and 
wishes him luck. Haisch is open to 

(continued on page 3) 2 
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meaning of our existence. We Wll 
someday loee our appetite for ~ 
rial possessions. What we will valu~:: 
are experienc:e!t--e tra~. itl 
space. 

He imagines what that would-be 
like. In 'The Truth, • be writes: 

As you ascend thitJugh the 
clouds. piercing beyond the lung of 
your world, a silence strikes lf1dy 
sense of your soul. Your g(JZI! dtifts 
from the blue light below, an4 ~ 
look up. A blocle blocker 'Wm 
sudden blindness hils your~. 
or rather doesn't, as your eyes 
adjust to the silent night of Mo.Vt!n. 
And ever so gracetully, the camp. 
fires of the Cosmos begin to S/Ja!"· 
kJe 0 0 0 

This is an age of ~ of 
people who would figure out ~
thing. the future, the significanoe of 
human history, the thinking of the 
gods. The Internet explodes · With 
information that abnost ames 

sense. Fumage believes in himl!elf, 
and assumes that his instinct8 .are 
rigbl His instincts tell him that 
change is nigh. We will understand 
what is happening. We will know 
the secrets of cosmic intelligencP 

"'magine one day we could,j)II.IK 
our Internet into theirs, • he says. 
"That would be cooL • 

H he's right, he'll be vindi~ 
No one will mock the UFO CEO 
anymore. On the day of~ 
ous alien contact, be will be unde
niably aedlble. A winner -onre 
again. 

But what if be's wrong? 
"'f I go down, I'll take this belief 

system with me. • 
Another bold declaration, butlM"· 

haps his least plausible ~ 
The aliens are durable creatures. 
They were here in spirit bef<n Joe 
Finnage, and they will be hete m 
spirit when he is gone. 

SUN, San Bernardino, CA - Apri l 21 , 1999 

GREGGPAnoN 

UFO puts 
on a show 
in Rialto 
N onnaDy, serious-minded 

newspaper reporters stay 
away from UEO sightings by 
private citizens. 

You can understand the 
problem. Uniden~ed flying 
object infonnation comes in 
after the fact, and it relies en
tirely on the credtbility of~ 
pie we don't know. Plus, there 
is no bard evidence to inspect, 
like, say, a warehouse with a 
crashed flying saucer or pre
served bodies of aliens like 
Fox Mulder stumbles across in 
"X-Files." 

On the other hand, everyone 
likes a good UFO story. Fortu
nately for you, our serious
minded reporters were busy 
Tuesday. 

I spoke with Michael 
Hawkins and Lia Simmons, 
who told me what they saw 
Monday about 8: l 0 p.m. while 
they were lmmging in their 
backyard spa in Rialto staring 
up into the sky: a disc-like 
craft with four brilliant green 
lights. It was at a high altitude, 
weU above commercial air 
lanes. It cruised eastbound 
from the Los Angeles area, 
roughly following the 1-10 cor
ridor, before stopping in mid
flight for about 30 seconds 
slightly to their south. 

Hawkins and Simmons said 
the lights on the craft went 
dark as two jetliners approach
ed Ontario International Air
port. Then the disc showed red 
"thruster sparks," and quickly 
gained altitude out of sight 
The whole episode lasted a 
couple of minutes. 

Hawkins, 44, said he runs a 
small envelope manufacturing 
business and has lived in Rial
to six years. Simmons, 4 7, said 

she bas taught elementary 
school for 20 years. 

"I'm familiar with aircraft 
and this was like nothing I'd 
ever seen," said Hawkins, who 
said he is a tormcr Air Force 
and Lockheed mechanic. "It 
was one of the strangest events 
of my life." 

Simmons described herself 
as a skeptic who "couldn't be
lieve what I was seeing. It star
tled us. You could plainly see a 
disc. I said, ' Other people have 
to be seeing this.' " 

Maybe one did. 

Hawkins said he didn't re
port it to the police or any oth
er public agency because ''they 
would think I was a lunatic." 
He tracked down a more sym
pathetic ear, the National UFO 
Repol"tiJ11 Center in Seattle. 

Peter Davenport, the direc
tor, said Hawkins' report mir
rored a call the center got 
about a UFO over Lakewood 
around the same time. 

I'm not much of a UFO 
buff myself. The strangest 
thing I've ever seen was a 
disc--shaped light appearing to 
hover outside my window one 
night. It turned out to be a re
flection from my watch, allow
ing me to get out from Wlder 
the table where I was hiding. 

But seriously, folks, I'm a 
skeptic. I will be Wltil I get my 
own ride in a hovering craft 
Even after that, I'U probably 
say, ' 'OK, Mr. Lucas, where 
are you?" 

Most people have to be 
there. Like Hawkins and Sim
mons. 

"What makes you believe is 
seeing it yourself," said Hawk
ins. ''I'm not wonied about try
ing to convince other people." 

Anyway, that's their story, 
whatever it was. Maybe it was 
an illusion- like New Jersey 
swamp gas, only from Rialto. 
Or they mistook an IFO for a 
UFO. 

Or ... it could be a chapter 
in the biggest story in the his
tory of mankind. If that's the 
case, I'm glad I'm smart 
enough to report it. 
Gregg Patton's column appears 
WediWSdays and Fridays. He 
al110 writes 'Like Nowhere Else,' 
which runs Sundays In the Sun. 
Reeders may write to him at the 
San Bernardino County Sun, 
399 N. D St., San Bernardino 
92401 , call him at (909) 386-3856 
or fax him at (909) 885-8741 

R Moment in (Recent) History m 
::r:J 
0 
l> 
c The truth is out there, somewhere 
~ 
0 
"'1:1 UfOs: the biggest couerup, or the . biggest hoaH in history 

P a rt X II 
(Conclu sion and Summary) 

by Jon Baughma n 

By now you have probably read 
the prior eleven chapters on the 
UFO phenomenon, and you are 
ready tc draw conclusions. Maybe 
you have done so already. 

Some of your conclusions may 
be : 

*Jon has gone off the deep end 
and needs a trustee to be appointed 
to supervise his affairs. 

*UFOs are real and the govern
ment doesn't want us to know about 
them. 

*Most UFO sightings can he 
explained, but the few that can't be 
explained may be from outer space. 

*Most UFO fanatics are nut cases 
(actually many UFO followers 
seem like basket cases, hut some 
are sincere). 

*The whole UFO thing wa~ con
cocted by the military and CIA to 
hide top sec ret devel opment pr1)· 
grams. 

*UFOs arc real and aliens arc in 
the process of establishin~ a fnght 
ening presence on earth. 

*UFOs are a figment of overac
tive imagmations and arc merely 
part of our popular culture. 

Please bear in mind that I have 
attempted to present the evidence 
(for and against) in an unbiased 
manner, making reference to pub
lished sources. The series has been 
read in advance by two friends of 
the author and were free to make 
comments in advance of publica
tion. Both have backgrounds in edu
cation and science. You have been 
free to make up your own mind 
throughout this series. You can 
believe what you want to believe. 
and scoff at all or part of it. 

The UFO craze is extremely pop
ular today with people from all 
backgrounds and that is why this 
series was written. 

As a professor conveyed to me 
recently via e-mail, "This is a fasci
nating subject that is either an inter
esting footnote to popular culture, 
or an enormously important sub
ject." 

******** 

As this is written , the American 
military continues to develop air-

craft and weapons systems that 
seem purely out of science fiction . 
And in a few short years our mili
tary technology will be invinceable. 

In The Dreamland Chro'nicles 
author David Darlington quotes 
military technology expert Mark 
Fanner as saying, "By the turn of 
the century our military will be 
incomparable; nobody will be able 
to touch us." Fanner has seen UFOs 
flying out of Area 51. But he does
n 't know if they are alien craft or 
just top-secret American projects . 

******** 

Researcher Dr. David M. Jacobs 
believes alien abductions of humans 
are real. Through hypn os is of 
alleged abduction victims he has 
found common themes . The aliens 
are developing a hybrid human
alien to overcome alien genetic.: 
problems. There is reason to bclreve 
they are not friendly and that they 
are a threat to mankind. 

John Lear has hinted at the same 
type of experimentation. He claims 
that the Star Wars (SDI) technology 
developed under the Reagan admin
istration (and which is still being 
developed and depl oyed in space 
today) was not aimed at the Soviets 
but at the aliens. 

Former Pentagon staffer Col. 
Corso confirms in his book that the 
US has placed particle beams and 
lasers iri space. They arc capable of 
shooting down incoming missiles as 
well as alien spacecraft. He says 
they are being used to protect 
American astronauts from alien 
spacecraft, and that no manned voy
ages to the moon or to Mars arc 
bci ng attempted because of that 
threat. 

Darlington concludes that it is 

highly likely that the Earth is being 
visited by aliens from the Zeta 
Reti culi s tar system, who have a 
need for the clement boron. and thi s 
(plus the presence o f man y top
~ecre t military facilities there ) 
explains the' rrumcrous UFO sight<~ 
in'gs i'nifhat region. "Th<::re is somo 
speculation that a deal was struck 
hetween the visito rs and the US 
government. allowing for the 
extraction of horon in exchange for 
advanced technology." 

And even astronauts have seen 
them. On more than o ne occasion 
astronauts aboard Space Shuttle 
flights have seen and filmed 
unidentified o bjects streaking out of 
the earth's atmosphere at high 
speeds. They can ' i be meteors 
hecause they can escape from 
carth:s gravitational field with ease. 
The offic ial government explana
tion is , "'No comment." 

In his book Left at East Gate 
American Airman Larry Warren 
describes an encounter with a UFO 
and three aliens in the forest outside 
the Bentwaters/Woodbridge air 
bases in England . Both the US and 
British governments deny the inci
dent but several, witnesses have 
confirmed Warren's shocking story. 

Following the encounter Warren 
says he was debriefed by a Naval 
intelligence officer, who told the 
men who saw the strange craft, 
"what we had seen in the forest rep
resented technology far :aqyanced to 
our own .. ... numerous ;civilizations 

m 
c: 

This radio telescope in ~ 
West Virginia is an m 
important part of the ~g 
SETI program, scanning 
the heavens for radio 
transmissions from intel
ligent civilizations else
where in the universe. So 
far no such signals have 
been intercepted. 
Now a few maverick 
researchers working for 
SETI have proposed 
looking for laser signals 

lill from space, under the 
assumption that alien 
civilizations have 
advanced beyond radio 
communication to much 
more exotic technology. 

This raises several possibilities: 
*Other civilizations did not sur

vive lo ng enough to s~nd a reply. or 
aren't advanced enough, or simply 
dor.'t exist at all (Earthlings arc 

·alone in the vast expanse of space). 
*Aliens have advanced to other 

sy~-rem~>, such as lasers to send mes
sages over long distances (Col. 
Corso hints that aliens from space 
who visit earth are doing just that ). 
SET! would not pick up laser sig
nals . 

*Aliens exist , but don't want to 
get our attention but rather have a 
goal to infiltrate or investigate ou r 
civilization without our direct 
knowledge. 

Drake does not believe aliens are 
visiting earth . But then , if a military 
cover-up exists . SET! would be 
funded as part of the cover-up to 
give the people a false sense of 
security, UFO huffs say. 

Actually one radio message was 
received from outer space, and not 
by SETI. In 1969 when the Apollo 
II Lunar Lander prepared to land 
o n the moon, both the astronauts 
heard weird radio noise, codelike. 
that prompted Mission Control to 
ask , "You sure you don't have any
body else up there with you '' " Later 
moon missions (Apollo 12 and 15) 
reported sighting strange objects ny 
by thei r spacecraft, as if propelled 
or ejected. 

******** 

.... 
CD 
CD 
CD 

visit .tnis planet from time to time ·In tl)e summer of 1997 Central 
and that some are a permanent pres- Pen nsylvania experienced its own 
ence here . Our government has . UFO blitz, as mysterious lights 
known of this far longer than most were seen at night in a wide area 
of you are alive." between Chambersburg and 

******** 

In 1961 Professor Frank Drake 
devised the Drake Equation ' to 
determine the number of civi liza
tions that might exist in our galaxy.· 
The complex formula took into 
account the 200 billion stars in the 
Milky Way. and concluded that 
thousands of intelligent civiliza
tions may exist on planets in the 
galaxy, undetected . 

Drake is the father of SETI, an 
elaborate "l istening network" of 
radiotclescopcs trying to eavesdrop 
on alien communications. Drake 
says there are two p-ossible types. of 
messages from outer space: inten
tional signals aimed at other plan
ets, or eavesdropping signals (part 
of a planet 's own communications 
network) . · · 

SET! (Search for Extra-
Terrestrial Intelligence), funded by 
the US government, assumes that 
those civilizations usc radio waves. 
Human civilization has only used 
radio waves fo r th e past 60 years, 
and some of those stray broadcasts 
may only now he reaching distant 
planets and stars. Other planets may 
usc radi o signals for less than 200 
years before adapting to more 
advanced communications. Maybe 
there arc advanced civilizations out 
there that simply do not send the 
kinds o f signals we can hear. 

To date SET! has detected no 
radio signals from outer space. 

Breezewood. Sightings were report
ed in Burn t Cabins , Neelyton , 
Chambersburg, Path Valley, and 
other locations. Several daily news
papers published articles on the 
sightings, and a C hambe rsburg 
radio station e ven did a live broad
cast ahout the object (w hich was 
seen on numerous evenings). 

The OJ himself went to Path 
Valley and watched the objec t come 
up over Nee ly o n Mountain, 
describing it as a · g hall of I ight. 
red and blue, w it ntacles coming 
OUI of it. 

A Simi lar desc r 
reporters hy a B u 
and a high sch 
'Neel yt\:>n. A C 

ti on was given to 
t Cabins woman 
I student from 

m bersbu rg man 

said an object fl ew so close to his 
car (at night) that the car's interior 
was lit ,up . 
· People living in the vicinity of 

Forhes Road schools reportedly 
watched the object each evening 
from their porches. 

A Burnt Cabins woman described 
it as a bright light with two smaller 
lights suspended underneath. It was 
hovering in the sky hut later took 
off at a high rate of speed .. 

The identity of the object remains 
a mystery. 

As Americans prepare . to cele
brate the dawn of New 
Millennium, will the mystery 
remain. unexplained" Or will some 
great revelation be revealed to the 
American people '/ 
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! Air Force base may be source 

UFO sightings can be explained 
Numerous residents in the 

i county reponed seeing strange 
a lights in the sky' but no explana
~ tion for the lights existed - until 
o now. 

The sightings were reponed ffi between 8:30 and 9:1S p.m. 
en Man:h 16 by residents from all 
t= over the county to Tuscola 
ffi County Centta1 Dispatch. 
> 1be cause may have been 
~ flares being dropped from Sel-

fridge Air Fon::e Base planes, ace cording to a base spokesman. 
0 The sigbtirigs were made by 
5 residents in Novesta, Juniata, 
o and Akron townships, and also 
o by residents in the villages of 
~ Caro and Fairgrove. 
t- "We were dropping flares at 

that time," said Deputy Base 
Public Affairs Director Don 
Jarosz. 

The dropping of flares is a 
normal procedure, and was a 
pan of a training exercise that 

was going on at the time the 
UFOs were seen by the resi
dents, Jarosz related. 

"The .flares are one way to 
evade heat-seeking missiles," he 
explained. 

"The flares attract heat-seeking 
missiles, instead of the missiles 
being attracted to the planes." 

The flares themselves never 
touch the ground, he noted. 

"The flares disintegrate, so 
there's nothing that hits the 
ground," Jarosz stated. 

What people reponed as UFOs 
may have been the flares, he 
speculated. 

The residents who saw the 
supposed UFOs all reponed 
seeing orange lights in the sky to 
the east 

"When I looked towards Caro, 
it looked like four lights, a 
space, then 2 lights," said Rae 
Deibel of Watrousville. 

"I had my family look at it. 

then when they saw it, it disap
peared." 

Deibel noted another couple of 
lights like that after the original 
six. 

"There was a little bit of time 
between the six and the two," 
Deibel said. 

"I was scared to go to sleep 
that night." 

Adel DeBoever of Akron 
Township saw something simi
lar. 

"First I saw a small group of 
orange lights," he related. 

"They were just sitting there. 
1ben thev went out." 

Another "large orange light" 
then followed, which separated 
into six lights in a horizontal 
line. 

"After it opened up, I thought I 
saw a cylinder that rotated to 
give the impression the lights 
separated." DeBoever continued. 

"It was quite startling W. see it 
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again. That's when ft311lit up a 
second time." 

DeBoever had been told there 
were F-15 fighter jets doing ma
neuvers at the time of the UFO 
sightings. 

"But they have a white light, 
so I really doubt I saw the after
burners." he theorized. 

"I hope I never see it again." 
DeBoever and Deibel both 

called 911, but there wasn't 
much the dispatchers could do, 
noted interim dispatch director 
Dee Arm Summersett. 

"All we do is log them, and put 
out a B.O.L. ('be on the look
out')," she stated. "We can't 
send someone to a place they 
can't get to." 

Summersett still advises resi
dents call when they think they 
see a UFO. 

"We have someone from Mar
lette who calls us every year to 
get that stuff," she mentioned. 

"As they continued walking an4 talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and 
Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven." 

-2 KINGS 2:11 

LAURA MATHEWS I OF THE PATRIOT-NEWS 

Robert Young, an amateur astronomer and planetarium educator at the State Museum of Harrisburg, believes that with enough time 
d information, all UFO sights could be explained. MPeople see things in the sky for which they have no explanation, but there are mili

. ary aircraft and meteorological phenomenon that people aren 't familiar with, • he said. 

Regular people record irregular events 
The following story is the second in a 

three-part series on UFOs and religion, 
part of a larger series of occasional arti
cles focusing on Bible prophecies and oth
er predictions for the end of the millenni
um. 
BY TONY PERRY 

FOR THE PATRIOT-NEWS 

S
tan Gordon's parents bought him 
a radio for his lOth birthday. It 
was Halloween Eve. 1959. What 
was broadcast that day was enter

tainment - the usual scary, Halloween 
dramas about bad aliens and good hu· 

"I knew right away that I was inter
ested," says the Greensburg man, who is 
known in the world of "ufology" as a self
taught researcher. "I started keeping a 
scrapbook." 

When Gordon was 16, something hap
pened in that drew him into his life's 
passion. People from New York. Ohio 
and Pennsylvania reported seeing a light 
in the sky. Local mythology holds that a 
craft landed in a field a half-mile from 
Kecksburg. Westmoreland County. Offi· 
cials believe it was a meteor. and no evi
dence was found of anything falling from 
anywhere. 

mans_ But the Kecksbnrg incident becaJ. " a 
What Gordon heard wa~ destiny caU- focus for Gordon. who lives near the site. 

He joined the UFO Research Institute of 

Pittsburgh, which took calls of reported 
sightings and then interviewed those 
who may have seen something foreign in 
the skies. When the group folded in the 
late '60s, Gordon set up his own hot line 
and started doing research on his own. 

"Between those years and now, I've 
.... !ked to thousands of people," Gordon 
says. "Thousands of cases right here in 
Pennsylvania. My fJ.les go back to the 
late 1900s. but are most active from the 
1950s to the present. .. 

Gordon is one of manv UFO research· 
ers convinced they will: someday. learn 
the truth about what's out there. Thev 
travel when they can, interviev:ing 
neighbors and digging up old newspaper 
clippings, .hoping to prove or disprove 

sightings. 
Some researchers, su '_ ' , Robert 

Hostler of Millville, Columoia County, 
are hobbyists who have been fascinated 
since childhood with flying saucers. Oth
ers, such as Doug Brightbill of Harris
burg, serve as paranormal detectives, 
happily disproving the sightings they 
can to lend credibility to the ones that 
can't be disproved. 

Neither Brightbill nor Hostler fits the 
stereotype of a misfit seeking fame or no
toriety by tilting at extraterrestrial wind· 
mills. 

Brightbill looks and talks like a regu· 
Jar guy. He has a family and a career. 

(continued on page 5) 
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and he's active in his church. But 
he's been fascl"nated · by UFOs since 
childhood. As a teen, he joined a ci· 
vilian force of UFO investigators 
and went along one night . fu the 
mfd-19605 when the group investi· 
gated a series of reports of strange 
lights near the 13th Street bridge in 
Harrisburg. 

"So many people were seeing 
these lights that people would come 
out in the evening and sit in lawn 
chairs and wait for the show," 
Brightbill said. "We went down by 
the bridge and waited in the real 
tall grass. All of a sudden right in 
front of us there was this great big 
light. You couldn't see what it was, 
just that it was pulsating." 

What was it? He'll never know. 
"I was gone," he chuckles. "Got the 
heck out of there. But the next day 
they had the whole area cordoned 
off. There was a strange powder on 
the ground. Tree samples were 
missing. 

"I don't know what I saw, but I 
saw something." 

These days, Brightbill chairs the 
Harrisburg Strange Phenomenon 
Club, a group that investigates 
UFOs and other unexplainable con· 
cepts, such as spontaneous human 
combustion. 

Like Brightbill, Hostler . doesn't 
match the image of The Lone Gun
men, three nerds who live in a 
bunker on Fox Network's "The X· 
Files." Hostler, a Berwick native, 
lives in a small town north of 
Bloomsburg. He works in a factory 
in Shickshinny. Good job, steady 
girlfriend, hobbies, loves NASCAR. 

He's also something of an expert 
on a November 1974 sighting in 
Carbondale, Lackawanna County. 
Three boys said they saw a saucer· 
shaped craft land in a pond behind 
the town park. Others said they 
saw a green light glowing beneath 
the surface of the water. The media 
arrived. 

Officials eventually retrieved a 
railroad lantern from the pond and 
declared the story a hoax. But the 

"I don't know what 
I saw, but I saw 

something. " 
- DouG BRIGHTBILL, CHAIRMAN 

OF THE HARRISBURG STRANGE 
PHENOMENON CLUB 

The path of science 

"The real serious UFO research· 
ers are academics," says Gettys
burg College's Charles F. Emmons. 
"They work for the government, 
they're in business or academia. 
The image that people would imag
ine is that they're all flaky. There's 
one astronomer who I talked to who 
thought UFO researchers were peo
ple who sat on hillsides and looked 
forUFOs." 

Emmons speaks from personal 
experience. He is a consultant to 
the Mutual UFO Network - MU· 
FON - a loosely knit group of re
searchers. MUFON, he says, is 
picky about the people who repre
sent it because the group wants to 
maintain a scientific approach. It 
can't look for academic degrees, but 
it does tests those who might speak 
on MUFON's behalf. 

The group is far from uniform in 
its beliefs, however. 

rumor persists that there was some "There's kind of a continuum," 
kind of craft, which government Emmons says, "from nuts and bolts 
workers spirited off on a railroad researchers to New Age research· 
car before anyone made it to the ers who look a lot more at mental 
scene. phenomenon and even try to con-

"There are lots of reasons not to tact aliens through mental and spir· 
trust the government," Hostler itual connections. There are a wide 
said. "For one, they lie." . range of ideas about how to study 

Hostler's interest in UFOs led this." 
him to build a diorama of a sup Peter Davenport, for example, 

has had many careers. He's a genet
icist and biochemist, has a business 
degree and a commercial pilot's li· 
cense. But since he saw a UFO -as 
did hundreds of people near the St. 
Louis airport on that day in 1954 -
he's had an interest in the phenom
enon. 

posed alien crash landing. The dio
rama is on display in a museum in 
Roswell, N.M. He's among those 
who believe the increasing belief in 
UFOs· will force the government to 
come clean about what it knows. 

"There are too many people who 
have seen things now," Hostler 
said. "I think the curtain's pretty 
well pulled back now." 

Since 1994, he's been the director 
of the National UFO Reporting Cen
ter in Seattle, working as a hard 

scientist, collecting facts. "Without 
facts, without data, we can't test for 
trends," he said~ The center, in op
eration since 1974, can get up to 200 
calls in a single day, from people 
who have seen something, or from 
journalists seeking information. It 
maintains a Web site, where visi
tors can access a database of thou
sands of sightings and UFO reports. 
It has become, in many ways, the 
clearinghouse for information 
about UFO sightings. 

The center has gotten quite a bit 
of publicity lately - several ap
pearances on Art Bell's radio show 
have something to do with that. But 
the center's reputation is the direct 
result of Davenport's insistence on 
taking a scientific approach to 
something many dismiss as fanta
sy. "This is a phenomenon of tre
mendous consequence," he said. 
"I'm a scientist. I'm not interested 
in conjecture." 

It is for that reason that he dis· 
misses talk of Y2K, and refuses to 
discuss the theological implications 
of the possibility of alien life. But 
he does note Luke 2l:ll's prediction 
of "great signs from heaven" as evi· 
dence of a phenomenon that has 
been around for a long time. 

Davenport said many callers to 
the center are emotionally charged 
by the experience of seeing some
thing inexplicable. 

"Some of these are people who all 
their lives have believed UFOs 
were fiction and in a matter of mo
ments, had that changed. It's a sud· 
den, abrupt awakening. It makes 
them start to question who they 
are, what their place in the uni· 
verse is." 

Davenport has become so good at 
taking those calls - tens of thou
sands of them - that he said he lis· 
tens for certain red flags to tell him 
whether the caller is on the level. 

"You learn to listen to reports 
very carefully and to listen to the 
voice very carefully," he said. 
"There are people who prefer fie· 
tion to fact. People just like to tell 
stories." 

He said the media are resistant to 
stories about UFOs. Most editors 
and reporters just dismiss the sto
ry. And yet, he fli'Illly believes the 
reports that flood. the center are evi· 
dence of the biggest story mankind 
has ever seen. 

What's it going to take to get ev
eryone to notice? 

"A government that rtops lying to 
its people. There are small coun· 
tries that are vastly more open 
about this," he said, naming Chile 
and Belgium. Britain, the U.S., Aus
tralia and to some degree Canada, 
are tight-lipped about it, he said. 

And it's not because they don't 
know anything. Davenport says he 
met with several government offi· 
cials two years ago who said many 
UFO sightings were exactly what 
they appeared to be: craft flown by 

SIGHTJNGS 
The National UFO Reporting Center 

gets calls every day from around the 
globe from people who report strangf: 
things in the sky. 

Such as the commercial flight crew 
who reported their faces sunburned by a 
green ligtlt during a spectacular display 
of Northern Lights in March. Or the log
gers who reported an elk abducted by a 
flying disk in Washington in February. 

And some of those calls originate in 
Pennsylvania. A review of recent calls 
posted on the center"s Web site include: 
0 Nov. 24, 1998: Strange light reported 
in the sky near Mechanicsburg. 
0 Oct. 25, 1998: Caller reported a large 
disk, bigger than a football field, and 
two smaller craft at sunset in State Col
lege. 
0 Sept. 24, 1998: Truck driver was trav
eling south on 1-83 between exits 11 
and 10 when, he reported, he saw a fire
ball appear in the sky, tum white, then 
red, then green. Driver said other truck
ers were discussing it on their Citizen's 
Band radios. 
0 July 12, 1998: A brilliant object ap-

intelligent life. But the officials in· 
sisted on anonymity, and although 
they told Davenport they were wor
ried about the phenomenon, have 
not spoken publicly about what 
they know. 

The path of 
skepticism 

Most researchers are more skep
tical than one might think. 

"A lot of UFO researchers don't 
think UFOs are from outer space," 
Gettysburg College's Emmons said. 
"They think they're from another 
dimension, or caused by natural 
phenomenon or government re
search." 

Indeed, those who scoff at belief 
in UFOs often find nature - or hu· 
mans - behind what we don't un
derstand in the sky. 

"If you had enough time and in· 
formation, all of these sightings 
would have an explanation," says 
Robert Young, an amateur astrono
mer and a planetarium educator at 
The State Museum of Pennsylvania. 
"People see things in the sky for 
which they have no explanation, 
but there are military aircraft and 
meteorological phenomenon that 
people aren't familiar with." 

Over the yearS, Young said, many 
statistical studies have concluded 
that at least 30 percent of so-called 
UFO sightings were astronomical 
objects. 

"People have chased Venus in 
airplanes and cars. And they've felt 
it was chasing them. There was 
even an incident during World War 
n when a warship flred at Venus. 
It's often close to the horizon, and 
in the winter, it's usually in haze 
and clouds." 

peared in the sky near Lock Haven, and 
c~ed tolors several times before dis
appearing over the horizon. 
0 July 7, 1998: Caller was on a hilltop 
outside Danville when a reddish ball ~ 
peared, hovering for about 10 minutes 
before it disappeared. 
0 AUC. 15, 1997: A bright light ap
peared in the ~y outside West Sunbury 
and covered a caller in a bright light be
fore streaking off into the distance. 
0 -April 18, 1997: A triangular shaped 
object flew over a family as they stood 
in a church parking lot in Grantville. 
0 Aplll 12, 1996: An FAA center near 
Philipsburg reported a strange object on 
radar at 40,000 feet elevation. lmmedi· 
ately after, the crew of a jet call to de
scribe a bright ball of light spotted at 
40,000 feet. 
0 Feb. 25, 1996: A man reported an ~ 
duction experience along Route 313 in 
Doylestown. He said he saw three bright 
lights in the sky, and the ~ine in his 
van stopped abruptly before he became 
paralyzed and felt somethi~ ·scan· his 
mind. 

And memory, Young says, is a 
tricky thing. 

A quick glance at reports on the 
Web site of the National UFO Re
porting Center finds sightings re
ported 10, 20, even 30 years after the 
fact, yet reported in the kind of de
tail that would escape many when 
asked to describe yesterday's lunch 
-or even their wedding day. 

In the Kecksburg case, which 
Young calls a "classic," no evidence 
of alien life was found. But 14 years 
later someone called a Pittsburgh 
radio station saying he had been 
the frre chief in Kecksburg at the 
time, and he had seen a 17-foot-long 
object in a truck with armed 
guards. 

"The story doesn't die," Young 
said "You try to remember some
thing that happened 30 years ago." 

There are other stories. Nearly 10 
years ago, hundreds of people in the 
Williamsport area reported triangu
lar crafts hovering over their 
homes. None of them managed to 
take a single photograph. Most re
searchers, including Young and 
Brightbill, believe they were mili· 
tary aircraft. Recent reports in the 
Scranton area turned out to be peo
ple in an ultralight airplane. 

Young is among those who don't 
hold much stock in belief of a gov
ernment cover-up. 

"After 50 years, there isn't a 
shred of evidence that there's been 
a visitation. And this idea that the 
government knows it all and is hid· 
ing it? Come on! This would be the 
greatest discovery of the century. 
That scientist would get a Nobel 
Prize." 

Fire ball ·streaks across Eastern Oregon night sky 
By the East Oregonian gency dispatch line was flooded think that it hit in a field out there, _A~othe~ lb P~S~l~ton . ~e~dent, 
and The Associated Press with calls, Davenport said. but we're not sure ... S_ome farmer V1~1~ne GI e em, sal s e was 

Suzie Reitz of Athena said she will probably find this chunk of dnvmg ~outh on Interstate 8~, 
A giant fireball lit up the skies 

over Eastern Oregon and Washing
ton Wednesday night. 

The flaming orange object was 
seen from the Pendleton, Prosser, 
Kennewick, Yakima, Walla Walla 
and Spokane areas and was likely 
part of the Lyrid l11£taof ih~f 
that climaxed Wednesday, sald 
Peter Davenport, director of the 
National UFO Reporting Center in 
Seattle. -

Even the Missoula, Mont., emer-

and friend Rose Reich were dri- meteor in his field." a?<?ut midway ~etween the Tn-
ving north on Highway 11 near Pendleton resident Karen Cities_ and Umatilla, whe n she saw 
Adams about 9:20 p .m . when they Zacharias said she was on Interc the f1r~ball streak th~ough the 
saw the fireball falling from the state 84 between Stanfield and clouds m wha~ looked hke a poof 
sky to the east over the Blue Pendleton when she saw the fire- of smoke and light up the sky to the 
Mountains. ' · ball light up the sky. From that e~~t. . , 

"There were clouds in the sky perspective it appeared to be over My first thought 'ifas How ~~r, 
and then there came a little shot the Pendleton _All:p4i:t a_n~ she am . I from. the ~.hemlcal depot. 
out of the clouds _ it reflected off said she won<fereti at first If It was Stem a~m1tted. ~ evEUl turn~d. on 
the clouds, so I think it looked big- a burning airliner. . the ra~10 ~? see If I ...,as m1ssmg 
ger than it was. It was a bright yel- "It was huge. It ht up the sky so somethmg. 
low light with a tail and it came all you could se~ t~~ clouds_ over . the 
the way down," Reitz said. "We Blue Mountams, Zachanas said. "It was a ball of 

flames," reported 
Michelle Moore, who was traveling with her family on 
Interstate 82 near Prosser when she saw the _orange 
streak. "It came down ... it impacted. There was b1g flash 

EAST OREGONIAN, Pendleton, OR - April 22, 1999 of blue light." . 
Many eyewitnesses said it was bigger than they Imag

ined possible. Based on two reports out of Spokane,_ Dav
enport said the meteor appeared "larger than the disk of 
a full moon" and had "some kind of peculiar green tail 
behind it." 

Todd McCallister of Kennewick saw the fiery object 
appear in the east. "It was traveling very fast," he said. 
"We only saw it for maybe three to five seconds at most." 
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PATRIOT-NEWS, Harrisburg, PA - April 10, 1999 

"As I looked, a stormy wind came out of the north: a great cloud with brightness around it and fire flashing 
forth continually, and in the middle of the fire, something like gleaming amber. In the middle of it was 

something like four living creatures. This was their appearance: they were of human form." 
- EZEKIEL 1 :4,5 (NRSV ) 

Growing belief 
in UFOs tied to 
millennial fears 

NEW MEXICAN, Santa Fe, NM - May 13, 1999 

Trust no one, 
and watch 
those cows 

mutilation cases have been 
reported across North America 
since the late 1960s, they occur 
with more frequency in the San 
Luis Valley of Northern New 
Mexico and southern Colorado 
and near Nevada's top secret 
high-tech military base at Groom 
Lake- known as Area 51 . 

important could a bull's testicles 
be to a technologically superior 
race of ETs? Were they teen-age 
aliens who flew over to our 
galaxy on a high school field trip 
to dissect earth creatures for a 
biology midterm? 

Gomez has his own interesting 
theory as to who was responsi
ble. It's pretty wild, but it makes 
some sense. And if it's true, it's 
scarier than space aliens. 

Tire following story starts a three
part series on UFOs and religion, 
part of a larger series of occasional 
articles focusing on Bible proplrecies 
and otlrer predictions for tire end of 
tire millennium. 
BY TONY PERRY 
FOR THE PATRIOT-NEWS 

For years, rocket ships and space 
travel were the stuff of fantasy, 
things little boys and girls dreamed 
about as they pondered a future 
bursting with possibilities. Movie 
serials about high-flying heroes 
gave hope to youngsters who be
lieved there simply had to be some
thing more to life than factory work 
and domesticity. 

In the glossy world of science fic
tion, the concept of aliens were 
something to be feared, yet some
thing with which we were fascinat
ed. The very concept of alien life 
raises huge theological and existen
tial questions: Are human beings 
the only form of intelligent life? 
And if they aren't, does that lessen 
the importance of humanity? And 
how will that alter our view of God? 

The questions may be even more 
important now. Somehow during 
the last century, a lot of people 
stopped believing in the future, and 
started to believe in aliens. 

A belief in UFOs ties in to millen
nia! fears creeping through the cul
ture, says Ted Daniels, head of the 
Millennia! Watch Institute in Phila
delphia. "What if it turned out that 
there were indeed space-faring 
races out there with an interest in 
us?" Daniels asks. "Abductions and 
contact with UFOs generally are 
seen as one of the signs of the end 
times." 

And as the year 2000 approaches, 
more UFO groups are coming out of 
the woodwork, predicting the ad
vent of aliens bent on destroying 
us, or the arrival of aliens de
termined to help us be better peo
ple. 

·The persuaS.iV'eness of the UFO 

culture is clearly seen in the enter
tainment industry. Orson Wells' 
1938 radio broadcast of "War of the 
Worlds" sent small groups of people 
into a panic over the belief that 
Martians had landed and meant to 
take over. Over time, the concept of 
alien visitors worked its way into 
the cultural landscape until it has 
become inescapable. 

Television preachers - using the 
Bible as proof- talk about Satan's 
fallen angels and the possible con- 1 
nection to UFO sightings. 

Late night radio's biggest hit in 
years, "Coast to Coast with Art 
Bell," regularly centers on alien 
visits, alien abductions, and UFO 
sightings. 

Even the suggestion of an alien 
visitor brings to most minds the 
Hollywood vision of a small, gray 
creature with large, dark eyes and 
long, scaly fmgers. 

Small wonder. Aliens and other 
science fiction works are big busi
ness in the entertainment industry. 
Last year was a banner year for sci
ence fiction fllms. Talk of alien ab
ductions, government cover-ups 
and secret spaceship landings regu
larly fills our books and television 
screens, and many say that means 
something about who we are. 

"It's defmitely representative of a 
healthy skepticism of what people 
are being told," said Daniel Fier
r.tan, a staff writer at Entertain
ment Weekly magazine. "It's also a 
metaphor of alienation. Youth, es
pecially male youth, have always 
identified with this feeling of being 
alienated from the popular cul
ture." 

Some say science fiction only 
feeds the imagination for things ex
traterrestrial. 

"When you have ftlms like 'Inde
pendence Day,' 'Star Wars' and 
'Star Trek,' there is bound to be an 
increased interest in the real 

While on assignment last week 
on the Jicarilla Apache Reserva- . 
tion, I poked around the town of 
Dulce, N.M., to research into a 
hobby of mine: UFOs and the 
paranormal. 

Dulce is not only the capital of 
one of the most prosperous Indi
an nations in the United States, 
it's also a hub for UFO sightings 
and other freaky events. 
Th~ strange stories began in 

the late 1970s with a string of 
cattle mutilations on the Gomez 

Ranch near 
Dulce. From 
1978-83, they 
lost 50 head 
of cattle. UFO 
sightings and 
reports of 
"strange 
lights in the 
sky" sprung 
up around 
Dulce. Since, 
stories have 

Wes' Side Story circulated of 
a secret 
underground 

alien base under Mount Archule
ta - a mesa towering over 
Dulce. During the period of 
mutilations, a tombstone on the 
Gomez property reportedly 
began glowing at night in the 
shape of a cross. 

Herbie Gomez, whose great
grandfather was the first home
steader in Dulce, grew up on the 
Gomez Ranch during its U:FO 
heyday. 

"There was a theory that it was 
a beacon for UFOs," said Gomez 
with a laugh about his uncle's 
glowing tombstone. But Gomez, 
who now owns a grocery store 
next to the Gomez Ranch, is dead 
serious when it comes to the cat
tle mutilations. It is reported 
that the family lost more than 
$100,000 in livestock in the six
year period. 

While tens of thousands of 

Hmmm ... a UFO connection? 
The mutilations on the Gomez 

property prompted an FBI inves
tigation. The 1979 report 
concluded that the cattle were 
victims of predator attacks. 

Case closed? Hardly. Ranchers 
as well as UFO researchers con
sider mutilation cases to be 
unsolved. 

Many believe the FBI 
overlooked a few key (and obvi
ous) facts that rule out predators: 
No teeth marks, animal tracks or 
signs of a struggle were found; 
no blood was spilled, and in some 
cases the blood was completely 
drained from the animal (sucked 
right out of it); certain body parts 
(often only the reproductive 
organs) were removed with sur
gical precision; and signs of cau
terization (the fusing of tissue by 
heat) were present. 

Doesn't sound like a cougar 
attack to me. 

Gomez agrees. "Unless you're 
training a coyote in medical 
school to make cuts like a laser 
surgery, it's not an animal doing 
it." 

Some blame Satanic cults or · 
say the stories were exaggerated 
by ranchers "wanting attention." 
Others say space aliens 
performed experiments on the 
cattle. 

First, the mutilations are too 
widespread to be the work of 
Satanists, unless there's some 
secret coalition of devil-worship
ping, laser-trained surgeons out 
there running amok. 

As to ranchers wanting atten
tion, most ranchers are quiet, 
small-town folks who don't want 
to be bothered. The last thing 
they want is a bunch of UFO 
weirdos (and nosy journalists) 
camped out on their property 
peering at the sky through tele
scopes and asking a lot of dumb 
questions. 

Alien autopsies? C'mon- how 

"I have a feeling it has to do 
with Los Alamos," he says with 
some hesitation. Gomez says that 
maybe in the 1940s and '50s, 
before the dangers of nuclear 
waste were really known, a 
bunch of radioactive crap was 
dumped in the mountains around 
Dulce. 

"They didn't know what they 
had done, so (30 years later) I 
think they were coming back to 
see what damage they did. It's 
just a theory, but if you look at 
cancers, at the jump of cases in 
the '60s and '70s, they may have 
been coming back and checking 
the cows for reproductive dam
age." 

Gomez says that radiation was 
70 percent above normal in some 
of the mutilated cattle. · 
· Maybe it's true. Scientists 

couldn't just show up in their lab 
coats knocking on doors saying: 
"Do you mind if we check you, 
your children and that cow over 
there for radiation, cancer and 
mutations? Oh, it's just a routine 
test. Nothing to worry about." 

Were the cows exposed to 
nuclear waste from a government 
weapons lab, prompting scientists 
to return years later under the 
cover of night to assess the dam
age done? If so, I'm sure the peo
ple of Dulce never received the 
test results. 

Or was the radioactivity from 
exposure to an out-of-this-world 
energy source sputtering out of a 
flying saucer's tailpipe? 

Both theories are far-fetched, 
but compared to the official 
story that predators are to blame 
... either sounds believable. 

subculture of its own, and it has permeated 
thing," said David Prowse, the actor who por- hwnan existence through our mythology, our 
trayed Darth Vader in the flrst three Star entertainment, our belief systems and our 

their ship, suck unsuspecting Americans 
into the ground and take over their bodies 
after implanting their evil selves into the 
brain of the humans. The humans, led by the 
unwavering faith of a young boy, win in the 
end. 

about the nation's most well known UFO 
tale: the crash of an alien spaceship in Ros
well, N.M., in 1947. 

Wars ftlms. fears. 

Others say the times, the turning of the cal
endar, are 
making us 
stop and 
think. 

"I think 
with the turn 
of the millen
nium, a lot 
more focus 
has gone to 
the future, 
and what else 
is out there 
beside our
selves," said 
Chase Master
son, a "Star 

Trek: Deep CHASE MASTERSON 
S p a c e 
Nine" actress in town recently for a science 
flction convention. "I think its pretty ego
tistical to think we're the oJ»y ones." 

But a fascination with UFOs and alien life 
isn't just a bit of nutty behavior on the 
fringes of society anymore. It has become a 

"As a sociologist, I see problems with mass 
society,'' said Dr. Charles F. Emmons, a Get
tysburg College professor and author of "At 
the Threshold: UFOs, Science, and the New 
Age." Emmons said social change is stressing 
us out. 

"We have a lot of big problems. It's not just 
that we're coming to the year 2000. The basic 
problems have been bubbling up in the back· 
ground for a long time. When we have that in 
the background, then talk of the millennium 
or UFOs or spirituality becomes more impor
tanttous." 

Who Ia the enemy? 

The genre of science fiction and fantasy 
has long allowed people to talk about things 
that are taboo. When "War of the Worlds" 
was broadcast, America feared the unknown. 
Somewhere along the line, something 
changed. 

In 1953, "It Came From Outer Space" 
served as a perfect metaphor for Cold War 
anxiety. In the rum, based on a Ray Bradbury 
short story, a space ship crash-lands on earth 
and burrows into the sand outside a small 
Arizona town. The aliens, who need to f:.x 

At the time, most Americans feared Com
munism, which seemed to be an insidious 
form of mind control, a godless quicksand 
into which people would lose their humanity. 

These days, in Fox network's "The X
Files," intrepid FBI agents Fox Mulder and 
Dana Scully fJ.ght evil aliens and something 
far worse: humans motivated by money and 
greed. 

"It's incredible to me that one of the high
est rated shows on television encourages 
complete and total mistrust of the federal 
govenunent," Entertainment Weekly's Fier
man said. "It says the government even lies 
to its own people, that there's this small 
cadre of white guys who pull all the strings." 

And that mistrust may be mirrored by pop
ular opinion. According to a 1996 Gallup poll, 
just fewer than half the people sw-veyed said 
they believe UFOs are real, and that they 
have visited earth in some fonn. But 72 per
cent said there is life of some kind on other 
planets, and 71 percent are convinced the 
U.S. government knows more about UFOs 
than officials admit. 

Popular mythology has it that the craft was 
recovered and taken to Area 51, an allegedly 
secret military installation near there. Some 
ufologists have long believed the government 
is studying this recovered ship to master 
alien technology. 

You didn't think they made that up just for 
the movie "Independence Day," did you? 

The Gallup Poll revealed that only 31 per
cent of those surveyed believe a spacecraft 
from another planet crashed in Roswell. But 
64 percent of them also don't buy the govern
ment's story that what people saw was a 
weather balloon and a pair of crash test dum
mies. 

Such mistrust of authority has yet to 
spread - at least in such severity - to reli
gious institutions. 

"I don't think the American populace has 
gotten to the point where they have the same 
suspicion and derision of their religious in
stitutions that they have of politics," said Mi· 
chael D. Silberstein, philosophy professor at 
Elizabethtown College. 

"That would require them to change their 
world view. That's not something most peo
ple are willing to do." 

Next week: UFO researchers are con
vinced they will, someday, learn the truth 
abnut what's out there. 
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about 25 to 30 feet. Because of the 
darkness, and tit~ object s constant 
motion, nobody at the scene could 
guess its height, Strait said. " 

"When it was gone, it was like it 
(the light) had been turned off
th~t thing died away so fast," Strait 
Sat d. 

Witnesses at the scene agreed that 
flashing lights from Hillsdale 
Municipal Airport, 3998 State 
Road, "interfered with the object," 
Lucille VanHorn said. 

Earlier that evening, the Daily 
News reported, three other witness
es reported three similar objects 
over their Union Street homes 
between 7:30 and 8 p.m. that were 
visible in the northeastern sky for 
about 10 to 20 minutes, about I 00 
yards east of the college. 

"It ' s not a bird, a plane or a 
superman , Batman, spaceman, 
secret agent or plain old cow. It's a 
UFO and if you don't know what 
that is, join the crowd - nobody 
does," the Daily News' March 22, 
1966, story said. 

Local opinion split along several 
different lines, Strait said. "Some 
thought it was (a genuine sighting), 
some thought it was tricks, other 
people thought it was balloons," 
Strait said. 

The Hillsdale incident occurred 
during a week of sightings in the 
surrounding Michigan area. Other 
reports came from Ann Arbor on 
~ar~h 14, Milan 0_!1_ March 16, and 

"It was more believable 
coming from Bud. He was 
a real down-to-earth guy. 
He had to have seen 
something, because he 
was just so upset about the 
whole thing." 

Marv Shull 

Dexter on March 20. 
There are no photographs of the 

Hillsdale sighting, and records of it 
do not exist in Hillsdale County 
Sheriff's Department files, detective 
Sam Ramey said. That's because 
the department, which had just two 
deputies at the time, lacked a formal 
recordkeeping system, Ramey said. 

The same thing holds true for 
Hillsdale City Police files, Hillsdale 
public safety director Chris 
Gutowski said. 

Daily News stories from the 
week of March 21 to 26, 1966, are 
kept on microfilm at the Mitchell 
Public Library. 

Strait believes that1960s tech
nology was probably insufficient to 
capture a good picture. "Cameras 
were pretty bulky then. All we had 
was a Polaroid (for crime scenes), 
and what good is that? You would 
have needed a shutter speed from 
today (to get the right picture)," he 
said. 

Marv Shull, 60, was an assistant 
at the Hillsdale funeral home, where 
he works today. He spoke with the 
Daily News on Wednesday. 

When Shull came to work on 
Tuesday, March 22, 1966, he found 
VanHorn handling ABC, CBS and 
NBC radio and TV reporters on all 
three lines. Numerous national 
papers, including The New York 
Times, also sent reporters to Hills
dale, Shull said earlier this week. 

"It was more believable coming 
from Bud. He was a real down-to
earth guy. He had to have seen 

something, because he was just so 
upset about the whole thing," Shull 
said. 

In response, the U.S. Air Force 
sent the late Dr. J. Allen Hynek to 
Hillsdale. Hynek was a Northwest
ern University astrophysics profes
sor who also headed the Air Force's 
''Project Blue Book," which worked 
to explain UPO sightings by scien
tific means, as the Learning Chan
nel noted. Hynek promised a solu
tion in 24 hours. 

In a March 25, 1966, press con
ference in Detroit, Hynek said the 
sightings were the result of swamp 
gases which had been released dur
ing spring thaws. He also speculat
ed local youths had been playing 
pranks with flares, claiming that 
such evidence had been found near 
the site. 

Strait has his own theories. Offi
cers found no evidence of flares at 
the site, he said. "I don ' t know how 
they could have gotten that high -
it was a whitish light. It wasn't red, 
like a flare would be. P~sonally, I 
think it's something that thegovern
ment's been messing with, that we 
don't even know about," he said. 

The official explanations did not 
satisfy Bud VanHorn, especially 
since Hynek never got out of his car 
to examine the site, Lucille Van
Horn said. "He (her husband) felt 
that it was something unidentifiable 
- where it came from, he didn't 
know," she said. 

Shull recalls VanHorn being 
especially upset by Hynek's prc:-ss 
conference. "He (Hynek) was prac
tically calling Bud a liar, and it 
made Bud mad," Shull said. 

VanHorn said .the March temper
atures were too cold to allow 
swamp gas, telling the Daily News 
that Hynek's investigation "made 
me and the others involved look 
rather stupid." , 

Hynek told VanHotn in a March 
29, 1966, letter: " .. .1 think it would 
be most unfortunate if you and I 
found ourselves in opposite camps. 
I'm sure that we both want to know 
what the actual facts are." 

Without a clear-cut explanation 
behind it, the subject eventually 
died down after two to three weeks, 
Strait said. 

"We (the officers) got so much 
scrap (from people), we just quit 
talking about it," Strait said. 

Bud VanHorn died in 1989, still 
believing that the Hillsdale sighting 
had not been an ordinary matter, his 
wife said. 
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By Roger Pinckney 

N orthwestern Minnesota is severe and beautiful 
country. It is still pioneer country, without the 
luxury of fantasy, high art or popular delusion. 

Bobby Hanson is heir to all this. A bachelor living 
out on a Becker County farmstead. A no-nonsense. 40-
hour-week, regular kind of guy who 's spent 30 years 
bending and shearing metal for heating system duct
work. But Bobby Hanson is a regular guy no longer. 

This past Feb. 20, his life was changed forever. That 
night, Hanson saw his first UFO. He sincerely hopes it 
will be his last 

It was a little after 7, and Bobby was coming home 
from Saturday supper at his mother's. He looked from 
h.i~ living room ~indow and saw broad beams of light 
nsmg from the ttmbered hills to the north. His neigh
bor had a collection of derelict farm machinery parked 
in a hollow there, and Bobby assumed someone was 
down there, robbing a wheel. a belt, perhaps a bearing. 

But then the lights rose above the trees and Hanson 
saw something he wishes he had not. "It was twice as 
big as a semi," he recalls . "At first I thought helicopter. 
But it was too big, and it didn't make a sound." 

He rushed outside. The thing moved silently north
west, closer now, not more than a quarter mile away. 
And then Hanson s;~w something he hesi tates to talk 
about: a figure standing in an open door. 

''There was a red light all around it. It had on cover
alls- some kind of flight su it. And a helmet that carne 
allth~ way down to its chi n. " Thf' figure was playing a 
l1ght mto the wood:; below, as 11 it \\J<; looking for 
something. 

Did it see him" Maybe so. The spotligh t went oil. 
Silent still. the machine gath('red speed. HO. ~0 mph. 
13obby isn't sure. And thl'n it wa~ gone. 

Aliens ate my deer 
II anson called neighbor lt'rry Huhr. Huhr has known 

hnn for years. lie ru~hcd right over. "liP was ~haking 
and white as a sheet." Buhr 'iays. 

About the same time Hobby II anson \\'as wrestling 
with reality , another neighbor- one Craig Orum 
was on his way home from hi ... dav ..,h1ft. Orurn puzzled 
, •ver brilliant lights srreanung fn .·n h t ' \' ::llltlw hill, but 
' aw no craft. 

The hill in question belongs to Charley Dieke. Char
ley Dieke saw nothing, since his windows face the 
other direction. A lifelong resident, Charley knows 
those woods like the back of his hand, remembers sto
ries from old timers about that old bugaboo of UFO 
hunters- swamp gas. 

His wife's grandfather used to flick matches at bub
bles rising from the creek. They exploded like .22 shells. 
Swamp gas or not, Charley Dieke knows rock-steady 
Bobby Hanson. 

"If Bobby says he saw something," Dieke says, "he 
saw something." 

The power company sent a crew out the next day to 
check on reports of a strange draw on the lines. They 
found nothing. But then everybody is wondering about 
the deer. 

The woods were full of them this spring. Suddenly. 
the deer are gone. 

So Bobby Hanson joins a long list of his Minnesota 
neighbors who have seen strange things in the sky. 

An honored tradition 
The first tale beats the Wright Brothers by six years. 

The Becker County Record, April 16, 1897: "The much 
talked about air ship was seen sailing over Detroit 
Lakes last Wednesday evening about nine o'clock. Red, 
white, and blue lights were displayed by the navigators 
of the air as they wended their way to the northwest 
against a strong head wind . The strange visitor has 
been seen by many people whose word cannot be 
doubted . Strange to say, the same lights were seen last 
night about th(' 'iame hour, by a number of people who 
had climbed the courthou'>f' tower for that purpost>." 

On June I . 19:-iO, sonwt hing resembling a gigantic 
pocket mirror hovered over nearbv Ponsford most of 
the morning - not over the liquor store, as one might 
presume. but over thP Pine Point School. being seen by 
<i Hecker County commissioner, five teachers and the 
entirf' student body of 150. 

Six year~ later, in December 1956, three Minnesota 
game wardens got a lesson in the paranormal while wait
ing in ambush for a notorious deer shiner near ~Ienning. 
Just before midnight. a thing whizzed out of the east over 
Paul Krueger, O.K. Olson and AI Schadd . The men 
grabbed their field glasses and got a good look: rollnd . 
rotating. with rt•d names shoot in~ out from if -; pcrimclf'r 

Star T ri>une Illustration by Eddie Thomas 

emitting an eerie light "like a welding arc. 

Respectable denial 
In 1970, AI Orsund, the mayor of Pelican Rapids, 

was readying himself for bed. Near midnight, there 
came a mighty roar like a tornado's . The yard, the 
trees, the lake were lit an eerie blue, as bright as light
ning, hot like a welding arc. The thing roared overhead, 
disappeared beyond western hills. 

The mayor rushed to the telephone. "Did you sec 
that?'' he breathlessly asked his neighbor. The reply 
was immediate. "No, I did not." There was a pause. 
"And you didn't, either." 

Another denial: Late one August night in 1994 , two 
sheet rockers were buzzed by an unknown object east 
of Erhard in Otter Tail County. It seemed mechanical. 
with girders and trusses. 

Given the hour and their choice of refreshments , 
neither wanted to venture comment. hnally, one said. 
"I didn't see nothing. Did you?" 

Perhaps that UfO was headed for Edwards, Minn. 
Tiny Edwards is a few more miles down County Rd. 3. 
A Norman Rockwell kind of place- no zip code, but a 
beer-and-burger joint, bait shop, Lutheran church, 
farmsteads, a cluster of white clapboard houses. 

That's where Dorene Milbeck found her mare cut ear 
to ear. The veterinarian, laboring with needle and thread. 
remarked that the incision was dean and bloodless, more 
precise than he could have done with a scalpel. Dorene 
went looking for barbed wire, an electric fencer gone 
berserk. What she found changed her life. 

There were two co11centric rings- one 18 inche~ . 
one 3G inches -- cut by a counterclockwise rotation 
into the pasture sod. Abou t I 0 feet from the center 
were a number of indent ations, as if the object had 
been stabilized by outstretched mechanical arms. 

Whatever caused those marks in Milbeck's pasture 
carne back on Aug. 12, Aug. 19, on Aug. 26. When Dorene 
realized events would be ongoing. she began keeping a 
journal. taking snapshots. 1bere is now an album of pho
tos and some 30 pages of notes, detailing 24 visitations 
over the past four years . Some details arc consistent 
always unseen, a(~ays at night, always the same SIZe 
ma1 k.~ . always a counterclockwise rotation. 

(continued on page 9) 
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Other details vary. Once the unknown machine 
bumped an old tire, tried again until it found even 
footing. Once it landed in a nearby slough, cut down a 
broad circle of tall grass, flailed and bounced up onto 
dry ground. 

Milbeck dismisses the fanciful or spectacular, con
tinues looking for answers, finds none. A government 
project gone amok? She has noted changing weather 
patterns, the phases of the moon, the day of the month 
and the week. Nothing makes sense. "The only ones 
who know are the horses," she says. 

UFO sightings 
were 'frightening' 

And the horses, so far, are mum. 

Up close and personal 
The most bizarre Minnesota close encounter seems 

right out of a Spielberg movie. On Aug. 27, 1979, 
patrolling Marshall County Deputy Val Johnson saw a 
bright light in the middle of Hwy. 220 near Stephen, 
Minn. A dope-smuggling airplane? An illegal cropdus
ter? Johnson gave chase. 

Unknown to Deputy Johnson, other strange things 
were happening in the neighborhood. A Warren hospi7 
tal administrator had an intense blue-white light stalk 
his car. Near Viking, another swooped so low and 
bright it turned off a farmyard security light. 

Johnson and the light met head-on. 
The sheriff's radio log tells it best: "Get someone out 

here right away! Something's attacked my car! I heard 
glass breaking, my brakes locked up! I don't know what 
the hell has happened!" 

Details: Deputy unconscious for 40 minutes, his 
watch stopped for 14. Windshield smashed, antenna 
bent, headlight broken, hood dented. Ambulance dis
patched, medical treatment for gazing into welding arc. 
Temporary memory loss, an interview on Good Morning 
America. 

There is continuing widespread belief that the gov
ernment is Up to Something out here, since being up 
to something, these folks say, is the nature of govern
ment. The area's proximity to Air Force installations at 
Minot and Grand Forks gives credence to that suspi
cion. Wide-open Minnesota spaces, locals claim, 
would protect against discovery. 

Swamp gas, government projects, hallucinations? 
Bobby Hanson is sure of one thing: Whatever slipped 
over that timbered hill met three criteria. It was uniden
tified, it was flying, and it definitely was an object. 

- Roger Pinckney is a freelance writer who lives In 
Pelican Rapids, Minn. 

; Tri-Citians 
C\i 

: report seetng 
:giant fireball 
3: By Mike Lee 
:Ji Herald staff writer 
u i A giant f!.febaJ.l flashed over Eastern 
a» Washington on Wednesday night, a\>pear
~ ing to some to crash somewhere in the 
a» farmland northeast of the Tri-Cities. 

::.:: · The flaming orange object was seen from 
- Prosser, Kennewick, Yakima, Walla Walla 9 and the Spokane area and was likely part 

c( of the I.Qrrid meteor shower that climaxed 
a: Wednesday, said Peter Davenport, direc
~ tor of theN ational UFO Reporting Center 

in Seattle. Even the Missoula, Mont., emer
> gency dispatch line was ~ooded with calls, 
!:: Davenport said. 
~ " It was a ball of flames," reported 
D: Michelle Moore of Kennewick, who was 
1- traveling on Interstate 82 near Prosser 

'' It came down 
••• it impad ed. 

There was a 
big flash of 
blue light. 

when she saw the 
orange streak. "It 
came down ... it 
impacted. · There 
was a big flash of 
blue light." 

Many eyewit-
nesses said it was 
bigger than they 

. imagined possible. 

By RALPH HEIBUTZKI 
Daily News Staff Writer 

-----
When a local woman and her 

mother reported an unidentified fly
ing object over their home 33 years 
ago, a U.S. Air Force investigator 
insisted they had seen the spring 
discharge of swamp gas. 

But the objects Susan Pollman 
saw as a 12-year-old in the north
eastern sky on Monday, March 21, 
1966, gave her the fright of a life
time. 

"I was playing at the (Hillsdale 
College) Fieldhouse. It was dusk, 
and I came running home to tell my 
mother, that 's how it frightening it 
was. You could see the outline of 

as part ot the Learning Channel's 
"Alien Invasion Week." 

The next morning, on March 22, 
Bud VanHorn was handling the 
media on all three phone lines at his 
funeral home, while the Merrills 
had the media knocking on their 
door. 

Merrill, an artist, drew a picture 
for the Daily News. "Somehow, the 
picture got to New York, and was 
published in The New York Times, 
probably because my mother lived 
in New York at the time," Merrill 
said. 

Like her daughter, Merrill saw 
three objects, about 20 to 30 feet 
wide, with a band of light dividing 
them in the middle. They hovered 
"just above the tree tops" over 
Union Street, and moved at 
extremely higli speeds, Merrill said. 

"You blinked your eyes, and all 
of a sudden, it was gone," Merrill 
said. The finished drawing remind
ed her of "two saucer plates being 
pushed together," Merrill said. 

Pollmann never talked to any of 
the college students. When she 
heard about their sighting, "I was 
relieved, because I thought, 'There's 
more people to back up what we're 
saying,"' Pollmann said. 

In response, the U.S. Air Force 
sent the late Dr. J. Allen Hynek to 
Hillsdale. Hynek was a Northwest
em University astrophysics profes
sor who also headed the Air Force's 
"Project Blue Book," which tried to 
explain away UFO sightings· using 
scientific means. Hynek promised a 
solution in 24 hours. 

Like VanHorn, however, Poll
mann found Hynek uninterested in 
what local residents had to say 
about their experiences. "He was 
one of the most pompous SOBs I 
ever met - he made fun of us, he 
insinuated that we were lying." 

In a March 25 news conference in 
Detroit, Hynek said the sightings 
were swamp gases which had been 
released in spring thaws. He also 
speculated local youths had been 
playing pranks with flares, claiming 
such evidence had been found near 
the site. 

Many reporters implied the locals 
were not smart enough to accurately 
describe what they had seen, so the 
family stopped talking to them, 
Merrill said. 

"People called from Indiana, 
wanting to know if we'd seen little 
green men, so we had to t~e the 
phone off the hook," Merrill said. 

Michelle Moore, 
Kennewick 

'' 
Based on two 
reports out of 
Spokane, Daven
port said the meteor 
appeared "larger 
than the disk of a 

full moon" and had "some kind of peculiar 
green tail behind it." 

The fireball was not observed by the 
Hanford weather center, but it drew a 
handful of calls to the Franklin County 
emergency dispatch center about 9:20p.m. 

Descriptions of the light flash mirror 
those from the night of Jan. 7, 1998, when 
Tri-Citians reported a ball of fire crashing 
into the Columbia River near the blue 
bridge. It whs never found. 

Typically, meteors burn up by the time 
they hit the ground and usually are only 
seen several miles high, meteor experts 
told the Herald after last year's incident. 

Wednesday's sky fire wasn't close enough 
for the Benton County Sheriff's Depart
ment to investigate, said Sgt. Rick Welch. 

Todd McCallister of Kennewick was on 
Columbia Drive near the Richland Y when 
the fiery object appeared in the east. "It was 
traveling very fast," he said. "We only saw it 
for maybe three to five seconds at most." 

He described it as a giant falling star
"massively huge ... magnified by a thou
sand times." 

To submit a report to the National UFO 
Reporting Center, go to www.ufocenter.com 
on the Internet. 

• Reporter Mike Lee can be reached at 582-1542 
or via e-mail at mlee@trl-eityherald.com 

three objects, in a formation," Poll
man said. 

Merrill went outside her home, at 
263 Union Street, to see for herself. 
"It (one object) would go to the left, 
and then to the right, and the others 
would follow," Merrill said. 

Susan Jones, a neighbor of the 
Merrills who lived at 276 Union 
Street, also reported seeing the 
objects. 

Pollman, 45, and her mother, 
June Merrill, 65, spoke with the 
Daily News on Friday following 
last week's story about the sighting 
that followed their own - when 

Retired teacher William B. Vin
cent Jr., 70, who had Pollmann in 
his science classes at Davis Middle 
School, is unable to discount or 
endorse what anybody saw, includ
ing the Merrills, he said. 

"I went over to the Merrills' 
home. They had spotted the evening 
star, and called it a UFO. All of a 
sudden, the Daily News comes out 
with this sketch - I never saw a 
single UFO," Vincent said. · 

Fast-moving jets that might have 
flown that night from nearby Detroit 
may also explain both sightings, 
Vincent said. 

Vincent also recalls hearing of 
fraternity pranks in which pledges 
ran around holding flares under a 

·plastic sheet. "There was a lot of 
tomfoolery going around back 
then," Vincent said. 

Much of the initial excitement 
may have happened when Vincent 
heard his students arguing about the 
existence of UFOs, and asked them 
to spend a week documenting what
ever they saw in the sky. 

Before he knew it, the entire 
school got mobilized, Vincent said. 
"It took a little bit of doing to get it 
(the assignment) under control the 
following week. I was under fire 
myself," Vincent said. 

Sanity doubted 
"About 85 percent" of the town 

doubting VanHorn's sanity, as well 
as those of the officers who accom
panied him to the college, Pollman 
said. 

"I have a 20-year-old son, and I 
just told him about this six or seven 
months ago. When he saw the 
(recent Daily News) article, he said, 
'Why didn't you say something?' 
We were just put through so much 
garbage," Pollmann said. 

Hugh Nivision, who served as 
Hillsdale assistant police chief and 
detective from 1958 to 1966, sym
pathized with the Merrills' position, 
he said. He now owns Nivison 
Seeunty Service Inc., at N. Howell 
St., and spoke with the Daily News 
on Friday. 

While Nivison also lived on 
Union Street, he missed the sight
ings. "I was asleep, and they (the 
city) didn't call me -:- I was really 
mad," Nivison said. As a result, his 
involvement was limited to taking 
witnesses' statements. 

''I'm in the belief those people 
saw something, because they carne 
across as sincere. Bud wouldn't 
make up anything," Nivison said. 
The official explanation "stunk -
they (the investigators) just wanted 
to get out of town," he added. 

The ridicule died when the Mer
rills stopped giving interviews, but 
they still saw more mysterious 
objects over a six-month period in 
1966. 

dormitory resWeqf$ o;J Mauck Hall, 
on Barber Drive, rep()rted an object 
that appeared to change colors and 
moved in a circular motion. 

March 21, 1966, was a busy night 
for Hillsdale County's late civil 
defense director, William "Bud" 
VanHorn, who owned what is now 
the VanHorn-Eagle Funeral Home 
on 40 S. Manning St. He died in 
1989. 

The Merrills and their neighbors 
saw objects over Union Street 
between 7:30 and 8 p.m., followed 
by the Hillsdale College sighting at 
9p.m. 

When the students called again, 
VanHorn went to the scene, accom
pan_ied by _seven Hillsdale city 
police officers, and sheriff's 
deputies. They observed the object 
from _10 p.m. till 1:30 a.m. Tuesday 
mommg. 

The college sighting has been 
written about over the years. It was 
recently f~atured earlier this month 

"It was always at night, never 
during the day. It never changed, 
because it was always the same 
(unknown) ship," Pollmann said. 

"You'd look up (in the sky) and 
say, 'Oh, well, here they are again,"' 
Merrill said. 

Pollmann does not necessarily 
think the objects carne from another 
galaxy, she said. "From my college 
courses, I realize the government 
oppresses a lot of information," 
Pollmann said. 

The Merrills eventually moved 
north to Eaton Rapids, in Ingham 
County, when Pollmann turned 15. 
She has recently returned from 
Arkansas to care for her aunt, who 
is 97. 

Pollmann hopes that future inves
tigators make a greater effort to 
check out sightings of the kind that 
scared her so long ago. "I certainly 
wouldn't make fun of them- I 
realize the rrauma they can realize 
from this. We didn't ask to have this 
happen to us." 
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"The. N ephilim were on the earth in those days - and also afterward - when the sons of God went in to the 
daughters of humans, who bare children to them. These were the heroes that were of old, warriors of renown." 

-GENESIS 6:4 

UFO experts explore 
3 theories about aliens 

Countdown to the 

MILLENNIUM 

The following story is the third in a three
part series on UFOs and religion, part of a 
larger series of ocoosional articles focusing on 
Bible prophecies and other predictions for the 
end of the millennium. 
BY TONY PERRY 

FOR THE PATRIOT-NEWS 

T here are those who believe UFOs car
ry creatures who have come here to: 
a) protect us from the evil aliens; 
b) teach us a new form of conscious-

ness; 
c) serve us for supper. 

According to Alex Heard, author of" Apoca
lypse Pretty Soon," the idea that UFOs are pi
loted by gentle space brothers has been 
around since long before Heaven's Gate. 

In his book, Heard, an editor for The New 
York Times Magazine and a contributing edit
or for Wired magazine, cites the Unarius 
Academy of Science, which since 1954 has 
claimed extraterrestrial beings from Venus 
want to warn mankind not to build nuclear 
bombs. 

Around the world, Planetary Activation Or
ganizations are preparing for a mass landing 
of UFOs just after the turn of the century. The 
aliens are supposed to invite earthlings into a 
galactic federdtion of peace. 

These believers are seeking a better world, 
Heard said. They see the aliens bringing a 
quality oflife that has escaped humanity. 

ings are what the Bible refers to as the powers 
of the air, and are the angels who aligned 
themselves with Satan during the rebellion 
mentioned in Isaiah 14. 

"Theii- primary purpose is well defmed by 
Scripture," flynn says. "They seek to destroy 
mankind by leading them away from God and 
his provision for salvation." 

flynn and Missler say an increase in UFO 
sightings is to be expected as the world nears 
the end and satan works to lead as many hu
mans astray as possible before the Second 
Coming of Christ 

"This is done by an increase of visual man
ifestation in the heavens combined with an in
credibly powerful lie, which will actually 
cause men to follow Satan's counterfeit messi
ah before Jesus Christ returns," flynn says. 
"The lie is, ·satan is God.' " 

The connections between fear of demons 
and fear of aliens are there, even for some of 
those who look for UFOs. 

UFO researcher Doug Brightbill of Harris
burg says a foul smell is associated with alien· 
abductors and with demonic possession. 

He says it's no coincidence that those who 
say they've been abducted report reproductive 
experiments, and that Genesis 6 depicts fallen 
angels coming to Earth to breed with humans. 
The theory is that fallen angels have no eter
nal souls, and seek to gain them through their 
offspring. 

"When the Od 
World view or the 
old paradigm no 

longer works, when 
people no longer 

have faith in it, then 
all sorts of 
anomalous 

phenomenon become 
noticeable. We see a 

lot of this unrest, 

"We all get used to 
our enemies as ways 
in which we define 

ourselves. There was 
a post ... traumatic 

stress syndrome to 
the end of the Cold 
War. We need to 

At the core of the belief is a narrative that 
goes like this: The Earth is evil and screwed 
up, we're going to be punished, things will 
change, and everyone will feel better, Heard 
said. 

· Others hold a decidedly darker view. 
Evangelist Chuck Missler regularly lec

tures that aliens are the offspring of satan 
through fallen angels and humans. In radio 
broadcasts, in books and on his Web site, Mis
sler says such creatures, called Nephilim, 
dwell in the other planets of the solar system, 
but come to Earth disguised as benign aliens 
to deceive mankind. 

David flynn says he won't be deceived. 
flynn, 36, of Helena, Mont, describes him

self as just "a student of God's Word," who 
holds no church title. 

"We have to remember that the Bible was 
written when we didn't have technology," 
Brightbill says. "What was the wheel in the 
middle of the wheel in Ezekiel? What was the 
pillar of light by night and of smoke by day 
that the Israelites followed? 

"I believe in God, but who says how God 
did things? If you see someone taken up in a fi. 
ery chariot, well, that's how you'd describe a 
space shuttle if you'd never seen one." 

flynn says belief in aliens overlooks the 
uniqueness of human life, which is that Jesus 
came to Earth and God made a covenant with 
mankind. To his knowledge, that didn't hap
pen anywhere else in the universe. 

And flynn isn't alone in that belief. 
"I think most people have the view that hu

mans are at the center of God's universe," said 
Michael D. Silberstein, assistant professor of 
philosophy at Elizabethtown College. "We also 
used to think the world was flat and the Earth 
was the center of the universe." 

whether it be Virgin 
Mary appearances or 

near ... death 
experiences or the· 

UFO phenomenon. 
... People are 

grasping for 
something new." 

. define ourselves, to 
find a simple 

explanation to this 
chaotic world around 

us. That is what 
religion has always 

offered." 
- PHIL PATTON, 

AUTHOR 

But flynn and his wife, Brenda, maintain a 
Web site designed to "spread the message of 
the Gospel" and to counter "the lies of satan 
and his minions in extraterrestrial guise." 

According to flynn, these supernatural be-

Weiner says he's also heard people use 
"If it turned out there are lots and lots of UFO stories to explain the elaborate visions 

other creatures out there, than we'd have to depicted in the book of EzekieL 
change our ideas about who we are in relation "I think the writer was sampling some of 
to God." the flora of the area That's a much more be-

Flynn and others say Scriptures bear wit· Uevable conclusion." 
ness to the singularity of human importance. 

"But exactly what the Scriptures say is a 
matter of interpretation and translation," Sil· 
berstein said. "If you asked me, I'd say no, 
there's no overt passage that's properly inter
preted as saying we're 'it'." 

More problematic, however, would be the 
teaching that humans were created in God's 
image. The existence of other life forms 
would suggest that view of God is suspect, 
Silberstein said. 

There are many religious leaders, how
ever, who look at Scriptures and don't see 
aliens. To them, talk of aliens and demons is 
just a bit over the top. 

"Certainly the great pyramids defy our 
understanding of ancient engineering, but I 
don't think UFOs came and set the blocks 
into place," said Rabbi Daniel Weiner of 
Temple Ohev Sholom. "I think we would be 
arrogant to think we're the only ones in the 
universe. I don't have a completely human
centric view of the universe, but to think 
there are these aliens running around is a bit 
much." 

RWNQAYOID 

Even if aliens don't exist - if every single 
sighting and abduction claim could be ex
plained away with natural and man-made 
events - the very notion or aliens from other 
planets seems to be serving a purpose, filling 
a cultural void. 

Phil Patton, author of "Dreamland: Travels 
Inside the Secret World of Roswell and Area 
51," says many religions spring from threats, 
and the parallels between the rise of ufology 
and the rise of the Cold War are easy to see. 

Patton, who grew up in an Air Force fami
ly, said he was struck by the connection be
tween those in the area who searched the 
skies for alien crafts, and those who looked 
for experimental military planes. 

"It was like two religious groups looking at 
the same star of Bethlehem and drawing dif
ferent conclusions," he said. 

In the 1950s, Patton says, newspaper ac
counts of UFO sightings often appeared on 

the same pages as stories about mounting 
East-West tensions. Even the fanciful tales of 
a government cover-up - and talk of some
thing called the MJ12, a group of 12 Ameri
cans chosen by Harry Truman to know the 
truth about UFOs -contain elements of Cold 
War fears and biblical symbolism. 

But the Cold War ended, which may be 
stressing people even more. 

"We all get used to our enemies as ways in 
which we defme ourselves," Patton says. 
"There was a post-traumatic stress syndrome 
to the end of the Cold War. We need to defme 
ourselves, to fmd a simple explanation to this 
chaotic world around us. That is what reli· 
gion has always offered." 

Daniel Kealey, associate professor of phi· 
losophy at Towson University in Towson, 
Md., says people may be seeing strange 
things that have always existed. 

"When the Old World view, or the old para· 
digm, no longer works, when people no long
er have faith in it, then all sorts of anoma· 
lous phenomenon become noticeable," 
Kealey said. "We see a lot of this unrest, 
whether it be Virgin Mary appearances or 
near-death experiences or the UFO phenome
non. Certainly there's an indication that 
there seems to be a change, that the way 
things were won't last. People are grasping 
for something new." 

Anxiety that the world is quickly changing 
is just exacerbated by the coming millenni· 
um, Rabbi Weiner says. 

"I think UFOs are just part and parcel of 
this feeling of uncertainty," he says. "When 
people feel uncertain, they grasp onto some
thing that gives them a sense of controL" 

Kealey and others say the UFO culture 
shows no signs of waning. 

"I saw a very funny postcard the other 
day," mused Patton, also a contributing edit
or for Wired magazine and author of the 
"Public Eye" column in the New York Times. 
"It had a Renaissance painting of the cruci
fiXion, but the face of Jesus had been re
placed with an alien head. And the halo in 
the original had been turned into a glowing 
saucer." 

Fifty years after Orson Welles terrified ra
dio listeners, ordinary people are buying 
such sacrilegious items, along with "X-Files" 
coffee mugs, "Star Wars" posters, and boxer 
shorts adorned with glow-in-the-dark aliens. 

Patton marvels at the relative speed in 
which the concept of alien life has become 
part of the cultural landscape. 

"These are the most important issues man
kind has ever dealt with," he says. "Yet in no 
time, it has been reduced to a Wal-Mart 
knick~k." 1 0 
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NEWS, Richmond, B.C., Canada - April 18, 1999 CR: G. Conway 

It's not time to call the X-Files quite yet 
Steveston residents report seeing UFO in the sky; astronomer says they're seeing the planet Venus 

B Y CHANTAL B RASSEUR 
Special to the News 

Several people have 
recently sighted a bright 
disk-like object hovering 
over Richmond in the past 
three weeks. 

The unidentified object, 
seen hovering over the 
Western sky since approxi
mately March 31, has been 
described by some as "an 
incredibly bright light with a 
dark disk-like centre and 
bright sparkles around the 
core." 

Carol Spencer, a coun
selor who is among those 
who have reported seeing the 
object almost every night in 
the past few weeks, says that 
she has seen the object 
behave very differently from 
night to night. 

"There have been times 
where it hasn 't moved," said 
Spencer, "but I've also seen 
it change shapes - and very 
rapidly at times." 

According to Spencer, the 
circular object has trans
formed itself into a rectangu
lar body and has also shown 
an ability to flatten itself. 

"It shifts in shapes," she 
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said, "it's difficult to 
describe but it reminds me of 
a black river flowing from 
one form into another." 

Another young woman 
who has reportedly seen the 
object, said she saw it move 
and then disappear. 

"I watched for quite some 
time on one particular night 
and noted that it was around 
the corner from my house," 
said the woman who wishes 
not to be identified, "and 
after I went inside (my 
house) for a moment, I 
returned to find that the 
object had moved and was 
now right m front of my 
home." 

Richmond RCMP Sgt. 
Willy Laurie says no one has 
officially been reported 
missing as a result of the 
recent sightings. 

The phone lines have 
been much busier at the 
offices of UFO BC however. 
Graham Conway, president 
of the organization, says that 
when it comes to unusual 
sightmgs, Richmond is a hot 
spot of activity. 

Drawing upon several 
years of experience research
ing UFO sightings, Conway 

does not feel the particular 
rash of phone calls his orga
nization is receiving is the 
result of UFOs. 

" It appears to me that 
what is being reported 
resembles a planetary sight
ing," says Conway. "In par
ticular, I believe Venus is at 
the root of all this attention." 

Conway 's interpretation 
matches those of experts 
from the National Research 
Council, the University of 
British Columbia and the 
University of.Victoria. 

Dave Balam, a UVic 
research associate who 
spends most of his time con
ducting research at 
the NRC's Dominion 
Astrophysical Observatory 
on Vancouver Island, says 
Venus is unusually bright at 
the moment and it generates 
so much light that it is able 
to cut through even the 
thickest of cloud covers. 

"Venus is always a shock
er and it will continue to 
puzzle people for another 
month," he said, "and that is 
why is doesn't appear to peo
ple to be a star or a planet 
because they can't see any
thing else in the sky," he 

:IE e Please explain : Ms Wilson wants to know the origins of strange light 

UFO mystery as night 
lights spur speculation 
By NICK HIGGINS 

~ :~a;~:i~n:~n~~~:~: 
J:l first noticed strange 
<i lights appearing in the 
.J' sky through her bedroom 
;( window. 
:IE Through a pair of bin
a: oculars, Ms Wilson, a 
UJ Lavington resident, ob
~ served three stationary 
0 pulsing lights, well 
lXI above the ground some-

where between Monu
ment Hill and Red Light 
Hill. 

Over the next few 
months, Ms Wilson said e A video image of the lights she observed 

she continued to see friend . 
them betwen lam and The video camera had 
2am. a zoom which enabled 

The multi-coloured Ms Wilson to get a close-
lights did not move but 
would disappear after 
several minutes . 

"I told friends and 
workmates and they all 
said , "oh , she's a bit 
loopy'," Ms. Wilson said . 

Recently, she was 
able to record the lights 
on video, after borrow
ing a video camerd from a 

up view. 
The close encounter 

left her with a feeling of 
unease . 

" I got scared when I 
zoomed in and started to 
shake," Ms Wilson said. 

" It's not knowing 
what it is that bothers me 
- I'd just love to have it 
explained ." 

Albury airport staff 
were unable to provide an 
explanation. 

Air traffic controller 
at Albury Airport, Luke 
Chandler, said there were 
three red construction 
warning lights for aircraft 
along the Nail Can Hill 
ridgeline. 

Unlike the lights Ms 
Wilson saw, the hi ll 
lights are about 10m 
apart and are on from 
dusk until dawn. 

said. Balam also explained 
that because the atmosphere 
is very unstable right now, 
the way in which light is 
refracted through the thou
sands of columns of hot and 
cold air gives the illusion 
that the planet is moving. 

Jaymie Matthews, an 
associate professor at UBC's 
physics and astronomy 
department agrees with 
Salam's conclusions. 

In fact, he says Venus is 
often described as something 
hovering over the Western 
horizon. 

"Another reason that the 
planet appears to be moving 
is that there is a great deal of 
movement in the human . 
eye," Matthews says, "and 
without a frame of reference 
in the sky to compare the 
image against, the brain 
interprets the image as mov
ing." 

Another fact that experts 
agree on is that the black 
core of the sighting can be 
attributed to the shadow cast 
by the exceedingly bright 
planet. 

" I agree that this series of 
sightings appears to be 
Venus," says Conway, "but 

having said that, it should 
also be noted that many of 
the sightings reported in 
Richmond are definitely not 

Venus and have definite 
UFO characteristics." 

The truth then, is sti ll out 
there. 

NOW, Surrey, B.C., Canada - May 15, 1999 

~ UFC»s------------------------------

Strange lights 
reported over 
White Rock 
The president of UFO B. C. says the weekend reports add 
up to a collection of 'good eyewitness stuff' 
t~~·iYTARuK· · · · ·· · ·· ·· · · · Fro~ a galaxy far, far away? . . 
STAFF REPORTER White Rock appears to have enJOyed a Special pre· 
................................................ view of Star Wan this past weekend, as four inde· 
pendent sources are claiming to have seen strange goings-on in the night sky 
there on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

· North Delta resident John Conway, president of UFO B.C., is quite impressed 
with the number of unexplained sightings. 

"I don't understand what's going on,• he said. "For some reason there's a lot 
of activity going on in White Rock. This is such a collection of such goOd eye· 
witness stuff." . . 

A man reportedly rm ihto the Ocean Beach pub about 10 p.m. Friday, "stut· 
tering like mad" that he 'd seen a huge blue plasma ball cruising over 
Semiahmoo Bay. 

"He said it was monstrous," said UFO tracker Bill OHm:, of Guildford. "He 
was rattled big time." 

Whatever it was cast such a bright light it lit up the sea bene2th and •appar· 
ently acted in an intelligent manner; said Conway. 

The thing apparently cruised over the bay, around Kwomais Point and "out 
of sight." 

Then on Saturday, the really interesting stuff began. Two young women and a 
girl, South Surrey residents, were at the McDonald's restauiant on Johnston 
Road when they claim to have seen a huge boomerang-sh2ped ob~ 'with 
eight lights on front, at about 10 p.m. Shaking with fear, they watched ihnove 
"very, very slowly" for about eight seconds before it took off. Conway said the 
experience left the 11-year-old girl crying and one of the women, 18,50 c:Jis. 
turbed she slept with her light on the following two nights. 

About five minutes after that sighting, two women were stmding on White 
Rock pier when they claim to have seen a wedge-shaped object - a flying tri
angle - traveling below the tree level. They watched it for about three or four 
minutes as it headed across the bay, away from 
White Rock. 

Then on Sunday, about 10:15 p .m., Jen 
Pieschel and her boyfriend Kevin Pearce saw a 

wedge-shaped object flying over Highway 
99, near the Crescent Road turnoff. They 
saw it had blue and red flashing lights, and 
then spotted an amber flash, like a flare, 
from a second craft. 

slowly took off." 
In spite of the four sigbtings this past 

weekend, Transport Canada, NAVCAN, 
Vancouver International Airport's Traffic 
Control tower, Surrey and White Rock 
~C_M_P !.~ weather officeL National 
Defence, and Vancouver Planetarium 
astronomer David Dodge either hadn't 
heard of anything unusual, or didn't know 
what to make of it. Dodge noted, though, 
that the U.S. Whitby Island naval base is 
not far away from White Rock. 

"We saw something weird ," Pieschel 
said. "We just want to know what it was." 

They searched the Internet and found 
something like what they saw : An F-117 A 
Nighthawk stealth bomber. Only thing is, 
Stealths can't hover. Or can they? 

The_ s i_g!l.!!!!K~ th~~ ~~~kel!~ 
weren 't the fi rst such sightings in the 
White Rock/South Surrey area, either. 
Richard Desilets of Aldergiove was near 
Zero Avenue and Pacific Highway earlier 
this year when he saw what looked light 
"two headlights" blinking on and off just 
above a set of power lines. 

"It sounded like a plane, like a turbine 
motor, but very very quiet," he said. "It just 

"If it's a military thing, they don't keep 
me infonned," Dodge said. 

Still, an official at the naval station told 
the Now the wedge-shaped objects aren't 
theirs. 

"They're pretty cool, but we don't have 
them here," he said. 

The UFO B.C. sightings hotline is 878-
6511. 

CR: G. Conway 
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of 'life e 

s1gns 
IN The X Files Fox Mulder is convinced that the truth is out there. He's not the only one. 

More than half of us believe that alien intelligence exists according to a new survey. But 
where's the evidence? Chief Features Writer EMMA ANDREWS reports. 

T
HE golden-coloured 
dome shape hovered 
silently in the night sky 
above Bellingham in 

Northumberland. 
Fascinated and intrigued, Peter 
Nelson managed to tear himself 
<rMrf from the strange sight in the 
sky above his garden to rush 
indoors for his camera. 
Wrth just seconds to spare, Peter 
managed to take a quick snap of the 
glowing outline before the lights 
suddenly brightened and it sped off to 
the north. He heard no sound. 
That was four years ago and Peter's 
photograph has since been examined 
by experts worldwide. No-one, 
however, has been able to come up 
with an explanation of just what Peter 
SZH that night. 
Some argued the strange craft was a jet 
and the patches of red and orange like 
the hot, glowing gases being emitted 
from a jet or rocket engine. 
But American photoanalyst Jeff Sainio 
concluded this was not the case and 
further added to the mystery with his 
declaration that he knew of no 
conventional object that would 
generate this image. 
It sounds like a case for Mulder and 
Scully but as this intrepid pair are 
trapped in the world of fiction, it's over 
to Gloria Dixon from Wideopen. the 
DirectOr of Investigations for the British 
UFO Research Association. 
Ask Gloria how she feels about being 
com,=-ed to flame-haired Scully and 
her answer is short and to the point "I 
hate it," she said. 
She warms slightly when you tentatively 
point out that Scully's scientific, · 
analytical, rational approach to the 
weird and wonderful world of extra· 
terrestrial activity is not that far 
removed from her role. 

Studies go back years 
MODERN ~ ·c s t: . lllh of U~Os ~~ 

belicv~:d to h.1vc ~t.1ned wtth J 

~tghtmg by ptlot Ken11cth Amuld 111 

June. 1947. who reported "'nme 
peculiar a1rcr.1ft"" nc.1r Mount 
Ratner, WasiH11gto11 St.ne. USA 
But there IS cvtd<·nce that rcpol'ts 
may go b.1ck w a11ctcnt tunes 
The emperor Ch.ltlemagne 111 the 
year 810 was reported as bc111g 
thrown from .1 hor~e when a 
str.mge ~1lver ~phere came down 
from the sky 
A few hund1 cd ye.1rs l.llcr 
Gtordano Bruno. a 16th Century 
Italian monk. dared to put forward 

Anyone who thinks that anyone 
researching UFOs is some sort of 
crank can think again. Gloria is certainly 
not some UFO freak with an over
active imagination fuelled by images of 
little green men from Mars. She is clear 
thinking. articulate, rational and non
judgemental. 
"I will investigate any report of any 
sighting but we will always try our very 
best to find an explanation;· she said. 
"We don't start off on the 
understanding that this must be a UFO. 
Instead we assume there must be some 
explanation and we are determined to 
find it 
"But there will always be some that 
remain a mystery." 
Ever since Orson Welles rocked a 
nation with his live radio broadcast the 
War of the Worlds, the world has been 
fascinated by the prospect of life 
outside our planet 
A flood of TV series like The X Files, 
Star Trek, Dr Who, Dark Skies, 

Millennium and films like Mars 

Ius theo11es of other worlds along 
wtth belteving the heretiCal 
suggesuon that the Earth orbtts the 
Sun and tn 1600 was burnt at the 
st1ke for fus troubles 
A latter day Gtordano Bruno. the 
f01 mer head of Bntatn's armed 
forces Lord Hoii -Norton. ~latmed 
last year that ahem attacked a 
Bnmh nucle.1r weapons store But 
he h .1 ~ alway~ refused to explatn 
wh.lt cvtdcnce he has for hts btzarre 
;1llcgat1ons 
Lo1 d Hill-Norton was the chtef of 
the defence staffs dunng Lldy 
Thatcher's premtership. 

Attack. Men In Black and Independence 
Day have fuelled the puplic's fascination 
and stoked over-active imaginations. 
A recent poll in Focus magazine found 
more than half of us believe there is 
intelligent life on other worlds. 
In many ways aliens and UFOs have 
become thE: new religion of today. 
"As we wrn away from God, people 
are looking to the skies to find 
something else to beUeve in to give 
some sort of spiritual meaning to their 
lives; · said Gloria. "The aliens of today 
are the angels and demons of 
yesteryear:· 
But is there any real evidence to 
support the theory that unidentified 
flying objeCTs are in fact crafts from 
outer spacel 
No, says Gloria. "There is absolutely no 
conclusive evidence to support that 
theory; ' she said. 
"But once we have ruled out any 
possible explanation people make thetr 
own interpretations about what they 
have seen." 
If Gloria is the North East's Scully. then 
the Ministry of Defence's Nick Pope 

would have to be our real 
lt fe Mulder. 
Nick. who describes 

himself as a sceptic wmed believer; has 
all the enthusiasm of a convert and the 
boyish enthusiasm of Mulder. 
When Nick was first appointed as the 

· MoD's UFO investigator; he was slightly 
bemused by the prospect "I was 
determined to prove that there was 
nothing out there;' he said. "I thought 
there would be an explanation for 
everything. no matter how strange. But 
I have been proved wrong." 
The wming point for Nick was March 
30 and 31, 1993, when a wave of UfO 
sightings was reported across Britain. 
In once incident two RAF personnel 
reported seeing a triangle-shaped craft, 
the size of a jumbo jet, flying directly 
over their base early one morning. 
"These were trained military 
observers;' said Nick. "One of them 
heard a low humming noise and felt 
vibrations. A thorough investigation has 
never been able to clear up the 
mystery and in my mind the only 
possible explanation is that it was a 
UFO. We ruled out the possibility of a 
weather balloon, satellite or unknown 
jet 
"In other cases visual sights have been 
backed up by radar and RAF jets have 
been scrambled. And crafts have been 
identified with speeds and 
manoeuvrability skills far beyond 
anything that we have on earth." 
Nick describes his three year posting as 
UFO researcher as a life-changing 
rollercoaster ride of excitement and 
revelation. 
He investigated up to 900 sightings in 
three years, including sights in 
Newcasde. 
A geographical plot showed the 
maJority of siglltings were over the 
maJOr cities in the UK. London, Bristol. 
Btrmingham and Newcastle. These 
were the UFO hotspots. 
And the most common sigllting was of 
large triangle-shaped crafts like giant 
slices .of pizza giving out a low humming 
noise. 
Gloria is still sceptical that these 
tnangular crafts are not new aircraft 
betng tned out tn secret by the MoD. 
And she IS a lot more cautious than 
Nick in her beliefs - but there's one 

thtng they both agree on .. These 

experiences can change people's lives 
forever. 
"It puts everything intO perspective;· 
said Nick ··' 
''Suddenly a traffic jam or a rain storm 
doesn't seem quite so important in life's 
daily routine. • · 
"Once you have seen something ~t ) ~ 
convinces you there is something out ' 
there, it can change your whole ~ 
outlook on life." 
People who reports~ often 
become far more aware of the planet. 
far more environmentally friendly and 
far more determined to make the most 
of life. 
"It's a kind of faith," said Gloria. "People 
seem to find new meaning to their life. 
Some start writing poetry, some make 
life-changing decisions. It is amazing to 
watch." 
It may be four years since Peter Nelson 
reported seeing the golden-coloured 
dome in the skies above Bellingham, 
but it is a me{OOry that is still vivid in 
,his mind and it Is one that.has helped 
him choose a new direction in his lite. 
Pet~r. who injured his spine in an 
lCCtdent. has now moved the beautiful 
~emote Scottish island of Lewis to a 
LO(h·stde cottage where he has started 
:o write a poetry book. And he 
-:ouldn't be happier. 
''I am certainly more aware of nawre, 
of the world around me;' he said. 
"Before the sighting. I was a sceptic. If 
anyone had told me they had seen a 
UFO I would have lauglled in their face. 
Now I am far more willing to listen to 
what people have to say, to have faith in 
;;ornething out there. It does change 
how you feel about life on this earth:' 
eYou can catch up with the latest 
news on the BUFORA web site on 
http:l/www.bufora.org.uklaboutbuf 
.htm Anyone who wants to report 
l sighting can call the 
UFO hot line on 
(01191) 12 18 86. 
Calls cost 39p per 
minute cheap rate. 

A simple explanation 
clears up. most reports 
NINETY-FIVE per cent of all 
sighting reports can be 
explained. 
Common explanations Include: 
e Airplanes: There Is no doubt 
that the largest culprit for 
sightings is aircraft, both 
military and civilian, observed at 
unusual angles and distances 
sometimes in extreme 
atmospheric conditions. 
e Laser lights in the sky 
such as from 
nightclubs. 
e Meteors. 
e Fireballs. 
e Bright stars. 
e Planets and 

space debris. Venus, In 
particular, Is a major culprit for 
UFO reports due to it being 
extremely .visible and brilliant at 
certain times of the year. 
e The moon. Some people have 
wrongly confused the moon 
withaUFO. . 
e Weather balloons. 
.Airships. 
e Birds: In some rare Incidents 

birds have been reported as 
UFOs. This can occur 
when the underside of 
certain birds reflect the 

sun and can look 
ovaJ or disc 
shaped. 

12 



! Danish X-File team to N . 

f investigate sighting of 
fbattleship-sized UFO 
:a 
&&.!_ DAVID MONTGOMERY 
~ and SIGNE TERKELSEN 
:e 
~ 
0 
0 
C/) 

A BATTLESHIP-sized object 
spotted at 28,000ft over the 
North Sea by a British pilot is to 
be investigated by Danish UFO 
experts, it emerged yesterday. 

The object was sighted 58 
miles ofT the Danish coast dur
ing a private charter flight be
tween Linkoping in Sw~den, 
and Humbcrsidc. 

Shortly after spotting the 
UFO, which was silver
coloured and pencil thin, with 

, square windows along the 
fuse lag~. the cockpit of the BAe 

. 146 Jet was immersed in "in
candescent light". 

Toke Havnstrup, the presi
dent of Scandinavian UFO In
formation, which investigates 
all unexplained sightings, said 
yesterday: "This docs sound 
very strange. We would def
initely be interested in inves
tigating this sighting." 

The captain of the Debonair 
flight on 3 February joins a list 
of 3,500 private and commer
cial pilots from around the 
world who claim to have seen 
UFOs. 

Graham Birdsall, editor of 

UFO Magazine. said : "While it is 
estimated that only 10 per cent of 
the general public como forward. 
I would have thought the per
centage for pilots was much 
lower because of the risk of 
ridicule and damage to their 
careers. 

"But reports from pilots arc 
not to be scofTcd at, and even 
most cynics agree that these 
people would not bring their 
names into the public domain 
unless they were damn sure 
about what they had seen." 

Mr Birdsall said descriptions 
of huge craft were not uncom
mon and for the. pilot to have so 
accurately described the UFO 
added credibility to the daim. 
"These arc professional ob
servers. and no matter how long 
it was visible for, it was enough 
for the pilot to compare it with, 
and one by one dismiss, all al
ternative possibilities ... ht~ said. 

While sceptics might dismi.~s 
the UFO as p('rhaps nothing 
more than a clandestine mili
tary flight, Mr Uirdsall said this 
was unlikely. "Wl' arl' always 
on the lookout for n~ports 
which could be tied in with 
exotic aircraft being tested in 
remote regions," he said. "llut 

it's important to stress that the 
military are very careful to en
sure their flights do not im
pinge ou civil aircraft routes. 

"The times that it does hap
pen are usually well recorded, 
rather than becoming some
thing that defies all logic." 

A spokesman for the Civil 
Aviation Authority said the 
sighting had been logged but 
no further inquiries were being 
made. lie said: "No near miss 
was reported by the pilot and it 
was not a safety-threatening 
incident. It was merely a report 
of a sighting which merits no 
further investigation." 

When asked if reports of 
UFOs were common, he said : 
"They are fairly unusual, but 
they do happen from time to 
time." 

A spokesman for the Min
istry of Defence said the object 
WlLo; outside llritish air space 
and radar coverage. He said 
that any decision on whether 
an investigation was to be held 
would be the responsibility of 
the Danish authorities. 

"Our only interest in UFOs is 
whether they may or may not 
impact on the integrity of the 
UK air space," he said. "We do 

get reports from the public, but 
quite honestly there has always 
been an explanation for it." 

A spokesman for Debonair 
Airlines said the pilot was on 
holiday and no other details 
were available on the incident. 

J.Pilot's close DAIIL Y MAIL, London, England- Aprll27, 1898 

Riddle of The MoD commented: 'Our 
people have been looking at 
1t but we are not 
investigating.' 

I 

'! 

;encounter 
_, 

!with UFO 
BY SIMON BIRD 

A BRITISH- charter~jet -has ·had· a 
close encounter with a UFO said 
to be ·"the size of a .batt~eship". 

The shocked pilot ·and crew of a 
Debonair BAel46 plane reported being 
buzzed by "a long; cylindrical object" 
as they flew over the North Sea. 

Three other pilots have also indepen
dently logged seeing the bright object 
58 miles off the coast of Denmark. 

Last night the ·Civil Aviation 
Authority admitted it had received a 
report of the sighting. It says the crew 
first became aware of the object after 
the plane's underside was immersed in 
"an incandescent light". 

A CAA spokeswoman said: "The 
captain reported seeing an unnatural 
bright light below his aircraft while 
flying at 28,000ft. The area below him 
was illuminated for about 10 seconds 
by incandescent light and it was cer
tainly not a light from another plane. 

"Three other aircraft saw it movil1g 
at a h~gh speed or static. However, air 
traffic control were informed and con· 
firmed there were no other planes iii 
the vicinity. Then, five minutes later 
there was a brief radar return from ~ 
spot 75 ,miles ~waJ; W,e .. believe there 

Battleship~ sized 
craft 'buzzed jet' 
The Luton-based 96·seater plane was 

flying executives from Linkoping, 
Sweden, to Humberside airport. A 
spokesman for Debonair, ·which runs 
cu~-price ~ights throughout Europe, 
sa1d ch1ef . executive Franco 
Mancassola had been informed that a 
"great red light in the sky" had been 
spotted near a company plane . . At one 
stage, the report says, the UFO came to 
an abrupt halt before acceler;.1ting past 
the jet at thousands of miles an hour..A 
CAA source says the object was 
tracked by a military ·radar station in 
Yorkshire after it entered UK air space. 

A spvkesman for the 6,000 member 
British Pilots Association said: "We get 
reports of this nature from our mem
bers but they are few and far between. 
In the past 10 years or so I ~ould say 
there have been around sue cases of 
UFO's being sighted. 

"Many pilots are reluctant to make 
such claims because it tends to lay 
them open to ridicule. So when they do 
go as far as making a report we do 

a silver 
UFO 'the 
size .of a 
battleship' 
CONSPIRACY theorists 
had a field day yesterday 
over reports that a UFO 
'the size of a battleship' had 
been spotted 28,000tt 
above the North Sea. 
Both the Civil Aviation 
Authority and the Ministry ot 
Defence contlrmed they were 
aware of the alleged sighting 
but denied they were 
investigating it. 
'This may SOWld silly,' said 
the CAA, 'but it is a matter 
for the MoD.' 

expect it to be given credence." 

One UFO spotter declared: 
'Well, they would say that 
wouldn't they?' ' 
The mysterious craft - said to 
be silver-coloured and pencil 
thin with square windows 
along the fuselage- was 
reported by a pilot on a 
pnvate charter flight 
between Linkoping, in 
Sweden, and Humberside on 
February3. . · 
The pilot, trom the Luton
based airline Debonair, was 
flying a BAe 146jet off 
Denmark when the cockpit 
was immersed in · 
'incandescent light'. · 
A CAA spokesman.said 'He 
saw an unidentified bright 
light below the.aircraft. The 
area was illunilnated for ten 
seconds: · · 
'Three other aircraft reported 
seeing it moving at high · 
speed, or static. As far as we 
are concerned, the matter is 
closed.' 
Debonair refused to name 
the pilot. 'He is on four days 
leave,' said a spokesman. 'He 
definitely saw a big red light.' 

. A: Ministry of Defence spokesman 
· ~ns1sted ~1ere were no military aircraft 
m the ar~a adding: "We saw nothing." 
e A councillor in the Stirlingshire vil
lage of Bonny bridge has recorded a CD 
about the thousands of UFO sightings 
witl!essed there in the past decade . . 

B1lly Buchanan plans to· send his 
songs to Roswell in America, scene of 
the world's most famous UFO incident 
in 1947. . 
~is accompanying message says: "I 

belleve our two areas have an affmity 
and I give you greetings frcim my area 
to your area. My quest for the truth 
goes on." 
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LOOKING BACK 
~She I .. saw a saucer-- w·ishes she hadn't 
!i By JOHN DOIG 
5 Star staff writer 

She sketched The Thing-a fat, 
. cigar shape. (The train crew mem
l>er · said it was "oblong or egg 
shaped", 1()(}-200 fl long and that 
he didn't know of anything that 
could tmvel 1hat higb 1lh.at fast.) 

• 1i It's amazing haw coy some peo-
e. ple gef after they see a flying sau
.;. cer. In some ways, they're as much 
i of a nuisance as the kooks· who cry 
i Unidentified Flying Object · every 
~ time they spot an obvious weather 
~ blimp. 
~ · At least that's bow To r .o nt o 
0 h<msewife Carol Brown is beginning 
o to feel after her own vain attempt J to find witnesses to a "saucer" 
o sightillg. . 

AD CAROL BROWN PLACED AFrnR SEEING FLYING SAUCER 

that June day saw the mysterious 
thing in the 6ky' too. 

centre of an unsigned piece of pa- . 
per and apologized that he coul~'t · 
help Mrs. Brown because he was 
inside the saucer looking out. 

Mrs. Brown said: "A lot of peo
ple-at leas~ a dozen-moved to the 
windows and looked out. We saw it 
fur, I suppose, 90 seconds before oo 
embankment got in the way. 

"I was ·like jelly. It shook me up 
so badly-here I'm ·supposed to be 
ready· for this kind of thing, cool 
and -collected so I ··cari make an 
intelligent report, and I didn,.t even 
remember my camera on the rack. 

:f Mrs. Brown, an attractive 32-
c year-old motiler of three, married 
t; to a successful bus·i.nessman, lives 

When she told her husband about 
it later be said, "You were dream
ing-you must have fallen asleep." But what about the people in the 

CN Rapido briDging Expo visitors 
back to Toronto . that sunny after
noon? 

"But the sight of the thing was 
in a sumptious Bayview home and 
has net apparent urge, or need, to 
esoape fJrom reality. 

Her mt«est in· UFOs started 10 
ye~ e.go, she i:s a member of t\ro 
reputable, non-profit United States 
UFO data~oot:hng agendes -
National Investigations Committee 
on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) and 
Aerial Phenomena Research Orga
nization (APRO)-and she has built 
up her own, foot-thick private file 
on the subject. 

But ·until ' June 23, 1967, Mrs. 
Browtn (that's ·oot her reai name), 
never claimed to actually see a 
saucer in action. 

Now that she has, she almost 
wishesshe didn't. ' 

She swears that several people in 
her company on a crowded .trala 

"It haunted me for months," said 
~.&~. ~~.amoolli 
ago, she put an ad in The Star's 
"Personal" column. 

It said: "Would anyone who wit
nessed huge U.F.O. (flying saucer) 
from a train just outside Toronto on 
June 23rd, 1967, please write the 
ddails to Box 2362 Star. No one 
believes me!" . 
· 1m the neXIt few day-s Mrs. Brown 

received six letters. Two advised 
her to report the sighting io NICAP 
and APRO. One· came from a mem- · 
ber of a train crew who gave the 
exact location, and who saw the 
objed in size and . shape much as . 
Mrs. Brown did-but 12 }}ours ear
lier. 

Another typed a !ew llne1 in tht 

"I was reading 'Worlds in Colli
sion'-it has nothing to do with 
UFOs - when it happened,"' Mrs. 
Brown told The Star. 

"I couldn't have been dreaming. 
The car was so 'crowded that they 
oould only find me an upright, un~ 
adjustable chair. Then there was a 
buzz of conversation around me, 
kind of startled, as thougb people. 
were saying, 'My God.' 

"I glanced out the window and 
there was this huge wierd thing in 
the sky, glinting in the sunshine. I 
guessed it must be 200 ft. long, 
although I don't know much about 
measurements." 

British flying object 

just too much." · 
.Dr. Gordon Patterson, director of 

the University of Toronto's Institute 
for Aerospace Studies, has soine 
sympathy for Mrs. Brown. 

Patterson has been heading stud
ies, for the last five months, · of 
reported UFO 6'igh_ti.ngts in Canada. 
. It's been his experience -that , 

there's a "good deal of reluctance" 
to teH, among people who 5ee things 
in iM ·&kY. 

"It's the old thing-people don't 
want to get 'involved.' " 

I>oe5. he believe in flyin•g sau
cers? 

"Scientists don't have the privi
lege of believing," says Patterson. 
"All I can say is that ~there is no 
_positive proof-either way," 

i'lt' stopped the engine, doused· lights 
tS 
1: 

§ By JACK HILL 
Special to -The Star 

f · SOUTHAMPTON, . Eng-
2 land-Shaking with fright 

{!!. and unable to believe his 
ri QWD eyes, truck driver 
~ Karl Farlow sat trans
en fixed in the ·cab of his ve-

the air only 10 feet above 
the tarmac was this al
most unbelievable sau
cer-shaped t.h.ing 
glowing green with a 
shallow, whitish colored 
dome beneath. 

Twenty-five-year- old 
hicle for two minutes 
Sunday night watching a 
15-foot wiQ,~. egg;-shaped 
tJFO hovering ·over the· 
surface of the road ahead. 

There, 15 yards in front 
of him, rock-steady in 

F a r 1 o w of Dawley, 
Shropshire, was not the 
only person to see it. 

On the other side of the 
u F o (Unidentified 
Flying Object) forced ·off 
the road . Jn to a grassy 

Space visitors to land 
soon, group says 

MAINZ, West Germany (Reuters)-Flying saucer 
enthusiasts from 18 countries today called on world 
-governments to work out emergency measures to 
deal with eventual landing of beings from outer 
space. 

A resolution adopted by the Seventh World Con
gress on unidentified flying objects here said in
creased UFO reconnaissance activity suggested a 
rather unfriendly approach to earth. 

The resolution, submitted by the New York-based 
intercontinental UFO research and anlytic network, 
·appealed to all countries and the United Nations to 
unite and solve the "vital and overdue global prob
lem" of UFO. 

The complete lack of international protests 
. against infringements of air space proved that gov
ernments knew that UFO came from outer space
but they kept quiet, the resolution claimed. 

shoulder as he ap
proached from the oppo
site direction sat the 
driver of a white Jaguar 
sedan. A woman was 
with him in the car. 

Both drivers sat and 
stared. The object, noise
less and apparently heat
less, rose vertically for 
40 feet. Then _it g],ided off 
easterly, at a· '4'fantastic" 
speed. 

Instantly ~ without 
apparent r e a s o n-the 
lights of both vehicles 
blazed on again. · · 

Minutes · earlier as . they 
approached the hovering 
object from different di
rections all their lights, 
the horns, a portable ra
dio in the truck and the 
gas engine of the Jaguar 
failed. 

The two drivers ap
proached each other cau
tiously in the dark. 

The Jaguar driver 
asked Farlow "what the 
b 1 o o d y hell was 
that ... ?" 

Farlow drove to the 
nearest call box and 
di•alled 999 - Britain's 
emergency services num
ber. 

Immediately a Hamp
shire patrol car rushed to 
the spot and met Farlow. 
They heard his story. 

They examined the road 
and found-nothing. 

The Jaguar witness 
had driven off. He did 
not want to get "in
·volved." · 

Monday night Hamp
shire police were trying 
to C<lntact him to check 
details of the. '$ry. 
. Declared po~e C<lnsta

ble Roy . N~ham, ~·Mr. 
Farlow appeared ta be 
quite sober · arid very 
frightened." 

A n o t .h e r policeman 
said: "There is no expla
nati'on for this~ .we have 
no reason . to suspect the 
informant was lying." 

On his way b3(:k to 
Shropshire last night 
with a return load, Far
low told. the story in his 
own words. 

"I'm not a drinking 
man. It was late · but I 
was not . a bit tired. It 
was like nothing on 
earth. 

Canada won't talk about 
what a Manitoban saw 

Q'ITAWA (CP)-A report arising out of a federal 
investigation into the sighting of an unidentified 
flying object at Falcon Lake,. Man., this year won't 
be made public. · 

"It is not the intent of the Department of Nation
al Defence to make public the report of the alleged 
sighting," Defence Minister Leo · Cadieux said in a 
written Commons reply to questions by Ed Schreyer 
(NDP, Springfield). 

He said the report last spring by Stephen Micha
lak was investigated by the defence department, the 
federal health and welfare department and the 
RCMP. 

In May, Michalak claimed he was burned by 
exhaust gases from one of two flying saucers as he 
walked 80 miles east of Winnipeg. He said the saucers 
were about eight feet high and 35 feet long. 

There was no joint Canada-U.S. in_vestigation but 
an independent look was taken by represe11tatives 
from the Unversities of Colorado and Arizona, he 
said. 
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! Idaho anatomy 
; 'professor stalks 
:legend of Bigfoot 
ai' 

~ Footprints don't sway skeptics 
~ ~y Dan Gallagher Hyland refuses to look at such 
o. the Associated Press evidence with anything other than 

BOISE, Idaho - For most peo- a jaded eye, but he concedes Big
th in the Northwest, Bigfoot - or foot's allure. 
Sasquatch - is a mythical figure, "These sorts of legends abound 
& stuff of hair-raising tales throughout the world," Hyland 
around the campfire. said. "The evidence of most of 

, :for Idaho State University anat- them is greatly lacking to nonexis-
;O,my Professor Jeff Meldrum, tent." · · 
Hbrth America's own great ape is But even if it is a myth, Hyland 
·-.,'tantalizing possibility, an endless said, "it still reflects the culture of 
topic for research and an interest- the Northwest region of this conti
iBg hook for his students. It also nent. It's fodder for interesting re-

:would be proof of the first ape to search." 
walk upright. Meldrum and Greenwell did just 
: "I acknowledge there are good that several years ago when they 

questions that need to be an- camped in northern California's 
*ered," he said. "Regardless of Siskiyou Wilderness, Sasquatch 
those questions, if the physical evi- . Central for sightings such as the 
frence is there, you can't sweep it · famous 196ffootage of a supposed 
~der the rug." female filmed by Roger .Patterson 
~vidence questioned and Bob:.G,imlin at Bluff Creek. 

. "We dj~ find footprints there, as 
,_ Meldrum's proof is the dozens of · well · as·. :having a disturbance in 

~aster casts ~e and ·other Sas- camp," Meldrum said. "We f?und 
~atch enthusiasts have taken our food stolen and packs nfled 
ftom tracks found · out in the field. without the typical signs 8ssociat-

But footprints still are not ed with bears. The footprints were 
enough to convince other academ.:. unmistakably left by a biped." 
l,~. He also documented a trail of 

"I have to approach it that an or- more than 40 footprints :- about 
ganism which lives that long re- 13 inches long and 5-.mches wide
~es a breeding population of a he encol.Ultered along a muddy 
Certain size," said David Hyland, a ·road adjacent to the Umatilla Na
Welogy professor at Mercyhurst tional Forest near Walla Walla, 
Altchaeological Institute in Erie, Wasil. · · . · · 
~"There is no evidence butioot· Those footprints show the ·mus
liints and an~dotal accounts. It cles and bones adjlJSted to the con
litgs the question of whether they tours of the ro~d inclu.ding marks 
• exist." where the toes slld in the mud, he 

1t{eldrum has appeared as a Big- said. 
ei>t authority.on .sevel'al television The foot of such a creature 
j)eumentaries, including ."Into the would be much more flexible than 
V,nknown," narrated by actor the human foot with its high arch 
... mes Coburn. . · and would flatten out the track. It 
·_ ~.Sasquatch· has been part of ~di- also would be better adapt~ for 
a . legends. for many. genera.bons. steep mountain terrain. 
the name IS .the Enghsb version of 
the Salish Tribe's word for wild Ancient primat;e? 
llan, or hairy man. Most modern 
~ounts focus on the Northwest, 
although they have supposedly 
ieen spotted in nearly every state. 
' · Meldrum has spent several years 

ii:Dllecting casts of tracks and con-
8dering bow the foot muscles and 
loJles would act in a primate, de
_.ibed as · tall as 10 feet and 
~gbing 1,000 pounds. 

'footprints fascinate 

. ;."A significant number of foot
Jrints are ,not so readily explained 
rfiJNay," be said in a December posl.
.. paper written in cooperation 
!lith Richard Greenwell of the In
junational Society of Cryptozoolo-
IY in Arizona. . · 

"These tracks display anatwRi
eal details that a would-be.._.,. 
liillould be unlikely to have a knawl
~e of," Meldrum wrote. "These 
itacks are not simply . enlarge
-nts of human feet. Rather, they 
laxhibit distinctions in proportioo 
end anatomy that are consistent 
With the size and purported gaitGf 
U.. Sasquatch." 

Some Bigfoot buffs think it 
might be Gigantopithecus, an an
cient primate whose n~arest cousin 
was the orangutan. Gigantopithe
cus could have migrated from Asia 
- home of Yeti - eons_ ago ·Dver 
the frozen Bering Strait and would 
have the huge dimensions that the 
Sasquatch tales describe, Meldrum 
said. 

It also would be a reclusive ani
mal apt to bide in the dense forests 
of the Northwest and Canada. 

Critics argue no. ·one has turned 
up any Sasquatch bodies or bones . 
But Meldrum points out there were 
rumors of mountain gorillas in Af
rica throughout the 19th century, 
but it took until 1902 to find them. 
And it was not until much later 
that primatologists like Dian Fos
sey discovered they are largely 
passive animals . 

"Some say it's fine to have mon
sters over there, but it's less palat
able that there might be monsters, 
or at least an unknown large ani
mal, over here," Meldrum said . 

15 



; _;. _ .he li·$ht 
~way to track 
I }.an alien.. . .· 
f $ckhtistS have ~new way6f con~.·. ·.·· . 
··~&-~l~ ~ays Nich~las· Bdbtfl) ·. ~ 

UZtif&~fb,~ihtiiCUI$~· he wo~''f · "c8fwork wnt Coit just $~.000 (~~· ~ 
ll:~~~~ft!!!IJE~~~·~.~~power- year, a sign of the ti~ WI'. . te

to · search. Searching for ali~-a'iti-
MJDii~JJte·lilghthouls- · · 'dSied by sdme as a kind. . 4tiil1t:.. 
•••·C:;t:lj~e. these· · ing, a subjeCt withou( · i~; ~ 

lfliiquc~~$hes~•et ~igbt American • ~~sfators ~~ :,~_ 
· Nasa's ambitious pro~«:~stta ·re-: 

se&fCh . g raWo _tel~:·.-:>ca.· 
celled bT . 3. f:.'h,=~~.~ - . ··:, ,::.;:. ~ "· 

ft " 'with riv~~,ij··cft~ 
such as ~e ~-- ft.~~ 

'4baDIIM .. C. Clarke ~lftft(~ 
' tor Steven· pielberg. SEll:~ oil. . 

date have ·iri- · · Otf)ers have said that.~-~ 
~W!d,li~:ef}thg~for~radio 9i8nals from a1- · for allen ciVilisation wil11fe.~. A 
it=~~;;~ from the Uni- similar ··thihg Wll$ sal$; •• . >~ 
~ Berkeley will use a , 1lownes·d8ring the tate 1 . ·- · _ ._ 1ae:fr&-

·~tiq\IMr1el.esaJpeto try to· spot · . posed theforenmner of . . . .~tlllluil•

· .At 83:' Pro~ot Tbwnes,· a Nobel prize. 
~r • . is deligtned to be vindicated. "I 
Jtoposed this idefr in the Sixties," he says. 
"Now a group of astronomers will start to 
!jake a searm ··this autumn. I am very 

Jl~~- is dte start of a new era of 
~trtJnorriy. 'IlH: method is, acmrding to 
tt,e astronomer m charge, "embarrassing
It simple". Embarrassing because it could 
~ve been undertaken at any time in the 
past four decades, but Professor Townes•s 
li>tion of looking, rather than 

ser (WhiCh produces mi~~ 
rather than light). As a ~at t!IB' 
Labs in New Jersey, he .• 'a~ 
pert on microwave s~.ft~;.: 

!"g of gates us~g radi~ -~_. · ·=-~--~·· 1sed that by usmg moletulet 1bf . . 
signals; he could getletalle: :, a · · · . : 
sourreof radiation. After:~cliSc:WJ;ed·H' 
method m.:a scientific JlWtnll-..S.O ~ 
ago;"'rnonHhan one NobeDa~saidit. 
would ~rwork. It was~ as a cra:
zy, cute idea and there ~'t much to ·it." 

Early one spring morni:ngin 1951. while 
sitting on a park "bench jn 

liStening, was largely ignored. 
., "If there are aliens sending 

4S messages by laser, we will 
• them," says Dan Werthim
~, the director of Berkeley's 
Search for Extraterrestrial In
telligence (SETI) programme. 

The 
: Washington, · · ·firofeSsor 

Townes had what be calls ''di
. · vine inspiration'.' ,r;f how to 

make a maser work and its 
possible apt)li~. "I~
nised that it ·Could be a Sensi
tive amplifier or atomic dock." 

Berkeley 

· Unlike the aliens in movies, 
Who frequently speak English, 
the real ones would probably 
not use Morse code. 'They 
would send very short. power
ful pulses of laser light that 
would be unmistakable. It 
doesn't require that much ener
gy to do," Dr Werthimer says. 

group will 

look at 

2,500 

he says. ' · 
Throughout the 1950s, the 

wavelengths used to probe gas
es were made progressively 
shorter - so much so that he 
could get down to optical wave
lengths. Together with his 
brother-in-law, Arthur Schaw
low, he developed the laser. Ac
cordingly, Townes won the No

stars 
Later this autumn, ·he and 

his colleagues will use a 30in telescope -
modest by professional standards - at 
Mount Leuschner, about 20 miles east of 
Berkeley, to look for laser flashes . Light 
captured by the telescope will be split into 
two and fall on to photo-multiplier tubes, 
which will amplify the signal. If both see 
unusual flashes at specific wavelengths 

- lasting perhaps a few billionths of a sec
dtld, With a power output greater than 
that of the stars they are looking at - they 
will have hit the jackpOt. 

Seeing signals in the two separate 
Halves of the beam means that they could 
not be artefacts of the detection process. 

Lasers are the only way that bursts of 
ltght could be sufficiently concentrated. 
As with the powerful search beams of a 
lighthouse, they could be directed to specif
ie stars such as our Sun. lasers work by 
exciting gas atoms and forcing them to 
give up their energy in the form of an in
tense flash of light. 

"We could easily send a message into 
space to other civilisations," Professor 
Townes says. His Berkeley colleagues 
agree. According to Dr Werthimer, you 
could attach a simple laser to an optical tel
escope and direct it to nearby stars and 
send messages. "You could do that with a 
laser that transmits one megawatt," Dr 
Werthimer says. 'That's about the same 
power as a television station." 

But that is far into the future. For the 
moment, the Berkeley team is starting its 
own m9<iest search; improbably, this opti-

bel Prize in 1964 (along with two Russians 
who had independently come across the 
same principle). lasers can now be found 
everywhere, from supermarkets to home 
CD players to hospitals. 

"It comes home to me when I hear of 
friends who have had their sight re
stored," Professor Townes says. ''To me, it 
was clear that the most important uses 
would come from connecting up optics 
and electronics." 

Proof positive comes from the telescope 
now being used by Dr Werthimer's team 
(it is normally used to train Berkeley un
dergraduates). In 1959- the same year in 
which a workable maser was developed 
-two radio astronomers declared that de
tecting radio signals would be the only 
way to find aliens. As a result, the scientif
ic community tended to dismiss any other 
wavelengths that could be used to send 
messages. 

By the mid-l960s, Professor Townes 
had moved to Berkeley and was working 
at the Space Science lab. By then, his idea 
was bolstered by the discovery of natural
ly existing masers in space. There are vast 
clouds of gas between the stars which can 
act as masers. Their constituent molecules 
are naturally excited to such an extent that 
they amplify microwaves across the vast 
firmament of the heavens. 

Any sufficiently advanced alien civilisa
tion would be well aware of that and 
could emulate the process. Professor 
Townes points out that these clouds have 

JSciENCE 
~Q&A . 
-If 
-; . 
.X Jhe Boston Globe 
o Q In searching for extra-
1 • terrestrial .life, should 
.... we be sending light into 
i Jpace and looking for those 
'5 ,arne transmissions coming 
• hack, instead of listening for 
~ tadio or electric signals? 
~ A As a matter of fact, sci
.r . • entists started looking 
r for bursts of laser light from 
j Put there just last October. 
~ #Uld they're looking for sig
oc Oais from far away from a 
en spot pretty close by, at the 
~ it-inch optical telescope in 
~ Harvard, 'Mass~ = : Physicist P8W. Horowitz is 
~ the principal investigator. FOr 

years .~'s ron a search for ex
tra ·terrestrial intelligeB~, 
e>ne of. several such SETI ·pro
jects, listening·.for radio sig
nals from outer space. The 
thinking is that any intelligent 
life that wants . ~ry~y to 
lmow they~ared\lt there would 
use radio waves. 
: But American ·· physicist 
Charles Townes has persuad
~ SETI sCientists to use light 
as well, by showing them how 
bright it can be. A laser at the 
p.s. Department of Energy's 
Lawrence ·Livermore --Nati
tional . Laboratory in Califor
frla can· put out a nanosecond 
(one billionth of a second) 
burst that outshines our sun . 
lf we have something like 
that, Townes reasons, civiliza
tions on planets that are bil
lions of years older than ours, 
which would presumably be 
more advanced, would have 
~ven more powerful .light 
sources. Townes and the SETI 
tolks · reason that ac:hranced 
Civilizations might use light 
instead of radio waves. . 
.· Since October~ HorowitZ's 
(tevice has detected three 
aozen events whose electri
pal signatures are the same 
ss a flash of light. Is that a 
·sign of extraterrestrial intel
ligence? Astronomer Robert 
$tefanik, who runs the obser
vatory doing the work, says, 
~!'We don't know of any natur
hl phenomenon that create~ 
pulses like this." 

been emitting intense radiation in all di
rections, but it was only recently that hu
manity has acknowledged their existence. 

"If we'd have found them earlier, then 
we could have developed the laser -soon
er," Professor Townes says. "We didn't 
look. Other civilisations migpt have taken 
their cue from natural masers in space." 

This autumn, . the Berkeley group will 
systematically look at 2,500 nearby stars. 
The criterion is fairly simple: they will be 
Sun-like stars, around which planets like 
ours - and corresponding civilisations -
could have evolved. 

All involved agree that the search is a 
long shot, with truly astronomical odds 
against it 

But the final word goes to Professor 
Townes, who insists that, as with the in
vention of the laser, the discovery of life in 
space is simply a matter of looking hard 
enough. 16 

"We don't know what we will find, so 
we must keep looking." 



~Mysterious sewage from sky splattering Utah houses 
CD 

;. THE ASSOCIATED PREss · Tom Perkins says it would take a tale bluish disinfectant, the feder-
~ SALT LAKE CITY- Maybe it's "fn}-pound pigeon with diarrhea" to al agency and aircraft manufactur-
ci: a bird; maybe it's a plane. But it is produce the coverage that prompted ers say, and none of the splatter-
< certainly sewage. his son to ask, "Dad, what's all the ings had a trace of blue. 1 And it's no 'joke in the Salt Lake . mud doing on the house?" 
a: Valle-y, where gobs of thick, raw · It took 500 gallons of water and 
It sewage falling from the sky a 30 gallons of bleach to clean the 
~ dozen times since April 9 have house, which is 2,000 feet below a 
~ soiled up to seven houses at once. flight path where jets glide at 200 
J: Neighbors are pointing fingers · mph toward Salt Lake City Inter
~ at aircraft, but the Federal Avia- national Airport. 
(; tion Administration says commer- The aviation administration has 
~ cial jets aren't designed to jettison all but ruled out jets as a culprit 
[[ sewage. A biplane was spotted be- · ks 
o fore one attack, but federal agents because it says their tmlet tan 
~ said the tip didn't pan out. ca.n be flushed only from an exte-
w Sheriffs deputies are studying rior valve. 
~ "splatter patterns" and firefight- Any leak would contain a tell-
~ ers are hosing down houses. Pros-
~ ecutors have assigned an investi
~ gator to the case, and authorities 
~ are issuing stern warnings. 

NEWS, Taos, NM- May 13, 1999 CR: D. Perkins 

"It has never been funny," said 
Mayor Janice Auger of hard-hit sub
urban Taylorsville. "The experi
ence is really gross. The smell is ter
rible. This is a health issue. There's 
a lot of diseases in fecal matter." 

"It is feces, but they can't tell if 
it's animal or human," sheriffs 
Capt. Lee Smith said of the first 
lab tests on the foul emissions. 

The initial strikes have 
spawned crude, ground-launched 
copycats, and edgy residents are 
reporting even minor bird drop
pings on their cars. 

Strange cattle deaths 
renew investigation 
By Phaedra Greenwood 
The Taos News 

TRES RITOS RANCH- The 
headlights of two pickups 
shone at cross angles through a 
tangle of branches as three 
men struggled to load an 1,100-
pound dead, and possibly muti
lated, cow into the back of . a 
pickup to take to a veterinarian 
for necropsy. 

When the come-a-long power 
pull failed to haul the carcass 
up over the tailgate, ranch 
manager Tom Reed had to go 
get the bobcat to finish the job. 

That was May 4, close to 
midnight, at the Tres Ritos 
Ranch five miles north of 
Questa. The men on the crime 
scene were investigating office~ 
Gabe Valdez and livestock 
inspector Gary Mora. 

Former state police officer 
Valdez has been investigating 
strange animal deaths for over 
20 years. He is currently 
employed by the National 
Institute of Discovery Science 
(NIDS) who does the testing · 
and chemical analysis on blood 
and tissue samples. · 

Reed said he found the dead 
cow the afternoon of May 4. 
She was lying on her left side, 
next to a fence under a tangle 
of trees with a large branch 
across her nose. There was no 
blood on the ground. The right 
ear was missing; the left one 
with a tag seemed to be clipped 
about half way down, and there 
was a large hole in the neck, 
which .Illay or may not have 
been caused by predators. Bird 
droppings were observed on the 
hide, and the up-facing eye had 
been pecked out. According to 
Reed, the cow, a 5-year-old Red 
Angus-Romanola crossbreed, 
had calved March 29. 

Following a complicated pro
tocol, Valdez performed a series 
of tests on the cow that includ
ed skinning back large sections 
of the hide to inspect it for 
hemorrhaging under the skin. 
He discovered some bruising of 
muscle tissue. When the ani
mal was rolled over, an acrid 

chemical smell was released. 
The necropsy, performed by Dr. 
Leroy Martinez, showed liver 
damage and hemorrhaging in 
the muscle tissue. It will take 
about a month to obtain test 
results from NIDS, Valdez said. 

On the morning of May 8, 
Reed discovered a dead and 
possibly mutila~ed calf. Reed 
said, "All the innards were gone 
- the heart, guts, lungs stom
ach and sexual organs." The 
calf was 1 or 2 months old. 

Reed said his ranch has lost . 
eight cows in the past 10 years 
from strange animal deaths on 
the 3,200-acre spread that he 
manages for Robert Waltrip, 
who lives in Texas. Several 
years ago as he was running 
calves t:Q.rough the chute to 
give them thei~ shots, Reed 
said he noticed that seven or 
eight of them had the tip of one 
ear snipped off in a concise way 
that "looked like a laser cut." · 

Several of the Tres Ritos 
cows, one of them full-grown, 
were found drowned in a near
by stream in six · inches of 
water. "One of the · drowned 
calves had a stone on its head," 
Reed said. When he burned the 
carcass of · au,otlier mutilated 
cow, he noticed that a ring of 
rocks appeared around the 
·ashes a few days later. He said, 
"I had been after some deer 
poachers. Maybe' theywere try
ing to scare me off." 

Valdez stressed that it is 
important to be able to collect 
tissue samples within 24 ·hours 
of the animal's death to get ~accu
rate tests. Cattle mutilations 
seem ·to be a seaSonal thing, 
more prevalent in the months 
between early spring and late 
fall, with very few discovered in 
winter. They also seem to occur 
more often on weekends. 

If you find an animal inex
plicably dead, that you suspect 
may be· "mutilated," keep clear 
of the area, don't blot out possi
ble clues or handle the animal. 
Call Valdez as soon as possible 
at home in Albuquerque, 505-
275-5943, or on his pager, 505-
857-1717. 17 



JEff SCHEID I Of THE AssociATED PREsS 
Radio announcer Art Bell is shown In May -1998 at his home In Pahrump, Nev. Bell hosts Ameri
ca's most popul!r overnight radio show. 

Broadcast beams down paranormal 
Art Bell's radio show parlays UFO fascination into popularity 

BY TONY PERRY 

FOR THE PATRIOT-NEWS 

ular topic as are modern-day prophets of anything 
from the end of the world to the transformation of hu
mans into a higher species. 

The caller claims to be a reptilian alien whose sole 
goal in coming to Earth was to fmd a new source of 
food: Humans. 

Time was, Bell's listeners and callers were a small 
group who barely registered on pop culture radar. His 
show airs in the wee hours - 1 to 6 a.m. Eastern time. 

The talk radio host is noticeably annoyed and dis
gusted by the call, which sounds vaguely like the plot 
of the 1980s science fiction television show "V." But 
the host is not without a sense of humor. 

"To serve man," he says, referring to an old Twilight 
Zone episode. "It's a cookbook!" 

So goes another moment in the growing phenome
non that is "Coast to Coast with Art Bell." From the 
relative nowhereness of his double-wide trailer in Pah
rump, Nev., Bell, 52, holds court over all that is suspi
cious, wondrous, and paranormal. 

But Bell's popularity is growing. Five years ago, his 
show was broadcast on 75 affiliate radio stations. To
day, he is heard by 8 million to 10 million people a 
week on 420 stations, including WHP-AM 580 in Harris
burg and several superstations in Cleveland, Rich
mon. and Windsor, Onl, which can be heard late at 
night throughout the midstate. 

Bell's signals broadcast well into South America, 
and Steve Burgess, his affiliate supervisor, says there's 
no way to tell how many millions listen over the In
ternet. 

Aliens? Conspiracy theories? The imminent end of 
the world? Crop circles? They've all been the focus of 
Bell's show, which includes interviews with exoert 
witnessPS and callers from ·~~d the-globe. 

The talk radio host appeared recently - portraying 
himself - on the paranoia-driven TV drama "Millen
J1ium," furth~r. evidence of his becoming. And if that 

. Reqw~ ~ing, what :used to be clilled ESP, is a reg-

weren't enough, "Coast to Coast" 
now claims to be the fourth most 
popular radto show in the country 
behind Rush Limbaugh, Dr. Laura 
Schlessinger and Howard Stern. 

For some, "Coast to Coast" and 
its weekend version, "Dreamland," 
have become Oddball Rumor Cen
tral, fielding tips on spaceships hid
ing behind the Hale Bopp Comet or 
mysterious radio signals emanating 
from the Pegasus constellation. 

Religion often plays an important 
part on Bell's show. Several of his 
guests have called to make the con
nection between the rising reports 
of UFO abductions and their spirit
ual beliefs. Others say they believe 
the Earth is going through a period 
of change that will result in death, 
destruction , and the physical 
change of the continents. 

Bell calls this process "The 
Quickening," and, in his book of 
the same name, he asserts that the 
rising numbers of natural disasters, 
heinous crimes such as children 
killing children, and political and 
fmancial upheaval all signal a com
ing change. 

He refuses all interviews these 
days. In October, he abruptly an· 
nounced that a personal issue was 
forcing him to leave the airwaves 
for good. Mter several weeks of 
fans flooding Internet bulletin 
boards wondering where he had 
gone and why, Bell just as suddenly 
announced that his network had 
helped him to the point where he 
could return. 

Some detractors called it a public
ity stunt, a charge Bell denies both 
on the air and on his Web site, 
www .artbell.com. 

This isn't the first time Bell has 
had to field criticism. In 1996, sever· 
al guests on his show talked about 
the possibility that there was an ob
ject - possibly a spacecraft - ap
proaching Earth in the tail of Hale
Bopp. One amateur astronomer de
scribed it as a "Saturn-like" object 
about four times the size of Earth. 
The next night, another guest said 
three professional psychics had de· 
tected the comet-trailing object and 
found it to be a metallic object full 
of aliens. 

The next year, 39 members of the 

Heaven's Gate religious group com
mitted suicide, claiming Hale-Bopp 
was just ahead of a spaceship that 
would take them from Earth as 
they transcended their bodies. 
sOme people blamed Bell for hyping 
the comet. He has said he can't be 
responsible for those deaths. 

Yet there is no doubt Bell has in· 
fluence, and some who work in the 
paranormal fields fear he could 
taint them all. 

"Once the Hale-Bopp comments 
were made on the air, everyone be
lieved that everyone who works in 
the paranormal believes this," la
ments Bob Hieronemous, a Mary
land researcher who hosts a radio 
talk show in the Baltimore area. Hi· 
eronemous is critical of Bell, not 
just from a competitive standpoint, 
but because, he says, Bell doesn't 
do enough' serious research. 

"Primary researchers are not in· 
terested in going on the radio. They 
don't want their name in lights," he 
said. Hferonemous was most criti· 
cal ·of claims on Bell's show last 
year, that on Dec. 7, a massive UFO 
landing would occur. 

But on the air, even Bell seems to 
understand where some of his 
guests and listeners get their infor
mation. On one recent night, he in
vited anyone claiming to be the 
Antichrist to call in to the show. 
The next night, he described it this 
way: 

"Here's what I find disturbing: 
Obviously a lot of the calls I got last 
night from people claiming to be 
the Antichrist were people who had 
not had their full, proper dose of 
medicine for the day." 

Furthermore, Bell said, the vol
ume of calls was a "comment on the 
human condition. I'm not sure ex
actly what the comment says, but 
it's a comment!" 

Bell's critics say he just adds fuel 
to the flames of paranoia sweeping 
through the culture. His regular ad
vertisers include a company that 
makes night vision goggles, a firm 
that · markets emergency food ra
tions and a group that makes a 
crank-operated radio for the day 
that the power goes out 

Because his show focuses on the 
unexplainable, and often the unpro· 
veable, it is common for his guests 
to touch on religion or veer danger
ously close to what some would call 
blasphemy. ·Among those on the 
show recently or scheduled in the 
future are: 
• Author Heather Anne Harder, 
promoting her book: "lnterdimen
sional Communication: The Art 
and Science of Talking to Ghosts, 
Spirits, Angels and Other Dead Peo
ple." 
• Matthew Alper, whose book "The 
God Part of the Brain" postulates 
that God is a creation of humanity, 
a necessary mythology generated to 
explain the unexplainable. 
• Larry Arnold, former president 
of the Harrisburg Strange Phenom
ena group, and an expert on sponta
neous human combustion. 
• Dannion Brinkley, who after two 
near death experiences, writes 
books and lectures on spirituality. 
• Benjamin Creme, an author who 
believes in the Maitreya, the next 
Buddha, a "World Teacher" who 
emerged from the Himalayas in 
1977 and sporadically appears to 
people to help us grow spiritually. 
Creme's Web site says Maitreya 
does not intend to build a new reli
gion around himself, nor to create 
followers, but to teach humanity 
"the art of Self-realization." 
• Maj. Ed Dames, founder of Psi
tech, ~ institute that trains remote 
viewers. Dames recently trained 
his professional psychics on Satan, 
and claims to have found proof that 
the devil is working with certain 
government officials in the Middle 
East to instigate a war with Israel. 
Dames also said remote viewing 
showed hiin that the Antichrist is 
alive on Earth, born to a mother 
who abandoned him in a Dumpster. 
• Joe Firmage, former Silicon Val
ley wunderkind who abandoned his 
self-made technology flrm this year 
to uncover what he believes to be 
the truth about UFOs. Firmage re
leased a book-length treatise on uro
logy, "The Truth," on his Web site. 
• Elizabeth Clare Prophet, head of 
the Church Universal and Trium
phant, a New Age faith that teaches 
its followers to become an individu· 
alized manifestation of the God 
Flame. 
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New solar system, new notions of God 
By Karen R. Long 
Newhouse News Service 

The possibility that humanity is 
not alone in the universe has 
heated up with news of the first 
solar system outside our own. 

Astronomers meeting with the
ologians at the Smithsonian 
Museum of Natural History 
rushed to update their slides and 
reword their presentations. After 
11 years of painstaking observa
tions, researchers announced 
AprillS that they had detected a 
trio of planets orbiting Upsilon 
Andromedae, a star similar to our 
own sun about 44 light years from 
Earth. 

"You can expect the an
nouncement of dozens of new 
planets over the next several years, 
gaseous as well as rocky planets," 
declared Harvard University astro
physicist David Latham, who is 
running his own search at the 
Keck Observatory in Hawaii. 

The eclectic crowd of 400 in
cluded Noble laureates and Mon
tessori teachers, Mormon scien
tists and brown-robed monks, a 
retired Dallas couple who learned 
of the conference on the Internet 
and a,l4-year-old Ohio boy whose 
parents thought he might be inter
ested. Also attending was Jill 
Tarter, director of SETI, the Search 
for Extraterrestrial Intelligence 
project and the model for Jodie 
Foster's character in the movie 
"Contact." 

Into this mix waded a few the
ologians, who are starting to work 
on how the discovery of extrater
restriallife might recast notions of 
God. What might happen to the 
three Abrahamic religions, Islam, 
Judaism and Christianity, with 
their concepts of "the chosen" and 
"the special elect" if God turns out 
to have other children? 

"Any encounter would be a 
chance to broaden our under
standing of the divine," said John 
F. Haught, a theology professor at 
Georgetown University. "The fact 
that we have SETI illustrates our 
cosmic impulse at socialization. It 
would not be so surprising that 
other civilizations are centralized 
and reaching out toward us." 

Owen Gingerich, a Harvard 
University professor of astronomy 
and a conference organizer, said, 
"From a perspective of religious 
humility, we are not in a position 
to limit God's creativity to us." 

Some scientists, such as Har
vard University anthropologist Ir
ven DeVore, don't care how many 
planets the astronomers manage 
to count. "I personally cannot dis
cern a shred of evidence for a 
benign, cosmic presence," he said. 
"I look at evolution and I see indif-

Discovery enlivens theological debate 

Associated Press 
The discovery of a new solar system, rendered here by an artist, has prompted some theologians to examine how 
the discovery of extraterrestrial life might recast notions of God. 

ference and capriciousness. What 
kind of God works with a 99.9 per
cent extinction rate?" 

Looking for life 
Researchers are eager to find 

out. Kenneth Nealson, NASA's top 
astrobiologist, is leading a quartet 
of Mars missions over the next 
decade designed to retrieve rocks 
from the surface and scour them 
for hints of microbial life. 

"My guess is we'll have a boost 
of knowledge about our solar sys
tem equivalent to the Apollo com
ing back from the moon and 
putting samples into our hands," 
he said. 

Although SETI rents radio tele
scopes and systematically listens 
to portions of the night sky for sig-

. nals that might indicate an ad
vanced technological society, 
Nealson suspects the majority of 
life in the universe would be of a 
more humble sort. "From the 
point of view of SETI, Earth would 
have scored as negative until we 
developed radio waves about 70 
years ago, despite the pyramids 
and everything else here," Nealson 
said. 

Nevertheless, the drive to keep 
looking goes very deep. 

"Finding a second Genesis in 
our solar system would greatly 
strengthen the argument for plen
tiful life in the universe," Tarter 

said. She also thinks it might mean 
a lot to humanity. 

"I always have this Pollyanna 
hat I wear," she said, "that given 
independent evolution of life 
somewhere else, we would have to 
recognize the differences between 
ourselves and any others would be 
vast, and this would trivialize any 
differences among humans, the 
tribal differences with which we 
now have so many difficulties." 

But Haught, the Georgetown 
theologian, was more interested in 
what advanced extraterrestrial life 
might have in common with 
humanity. 

''ET would share our cosmo
logical limits, the constraints of 
physical laws and entropy," Haught 
said. "If alive and intelligent, ET 
could share our capacity for reli
gion. Would ET know about fate, 
suffering, death or guilt? Would 
there be a possibility of sharing our 
mutual creation stories?" 

Seth Shostak, a SETI scientist, 
warned the religionists against 
becoming too cozy with the idea 
that they can rejigger their theol
ogy to make room for extraterres
trial intelligence. He pointed to 
the 18th-century reaction of the 
people on the South Sea Islands 
when Capt. James Cook sailed into 
their harbors. 

"They took one look at his ship, 
his guns, his wheels and assumed 

his religion must be more 
advanced," Shostak said, "and 
they threw off their religion for 
hi " s. 

Evolutionary doubts 
Some of those least inclined at 

the three-day Smithsonian con
ference to sit still for such specu
lation were the evolutionary biol
ogists. 

"It's not at all obvious to me 
that the evolution of intelligent life 
is inevitable," said professo5 Sara 
Via, a University of Maryland 
expert in ecological genetics. 

"Natural selection is ongoing 
and blind, a zig-zagging opportu
nistic course," Harvard's DeVore 
said. "If you remember only one 
thing, remember that 99.9 percent 
of all species have gone extinct. 
With perhaps 50 billion SRecies 
over the history of the planet, only 
one achieved the ability to send 
radio signals." 

Tarter and Shostak wager that 
the universe is so big there must 
be more, because there are more 
stars than grains of sands on all 
the beaches of Earth. At SETI 
headquarters in Mountain View, 
Calif., the team keeps a bottle of 
chilled champagne on ice. 

"Even if the evolution of bio
logical intelligence is very rare," 
Shostak said, "it can't be zero 
probability, because we are here." 
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Monday showed 11 puncture 
wounds, one to the heart, and a 
perfect slit to the dog's tra<;hea, 
Martin said. No one has witnessed 
any of the attacks. 

One Woodleaf woman, Marsha 
Renaud, was so scared Wednesday 
night when a neighbor's pet pig 
started fighting with her dog Bum
pers, that she fatally shot the pig, 
which she had thought was a wild 
black boar with tusks. -

Renaud thought the animal 
could have been the dog killer. 

"It was just all the rumors that 
something was in the area," she 
said. "I thought it could have been 
a Western Carolina black bear." 

Animal control officers have 
said the animal was a neighbor's 
pot-bellied pig. Officers have al
ready buried the pig, Renaud said, 
and she questions why they didn't 

first take tests to see whether the 
animal was the killer. Animal con
trol officials were unavailable for 
comment. 

Woodleaf resident Herbert 
Geter Sr. said he doesn't blame 
Renaud for killing the animal. 

"If I walked out and saw some
thing in my yard, I might shoot first 
and ask later," he said. 

Until the killer is found, Eric and 
Tammy Summers won't let their 
15-year-old daughter Dekeita and 
9-year-old son Cory play in the 
thicket of trees next to their mobile 
home. That's where Tammy Sum
mers found Kane dead. 

She thinks a wildcat murdered 
the dogs. 

"Everyone is panicking," Eric 
Summers said. "I hope it's an ani
mal and not a person." 

Staff writer Kerry Prichard contrib
uted to this article. Reach Leslie Gross 
at 786-2185 or lgross~.vcharlotte.com . 
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Nostradamus fever 
grips. Japan 

TOKYO <AP> -Every week, millions 
of Japanese TV viewers tune in to watch 
a couple of men building a bunker for 
the end of the world. It's a race against 
time. They have to finish before July. 

As the end of the century nears, 
Japan has come under an -odd spell -
the apocalyptic preachings of the 16th 
century soothsayer Nostradamus. 
· BookShelves are lined with 
Nostradamus spinoffs. Celebrities com
ment earnestly on his predictions. The 
Internet is awash with thousands of 
Japanese Web sites devoted to the 
French prophet of doom. 

"Will mankind be extinguished in 
1999?" one typical Web site says. "This is 
not an issue to be taken lightly., 

Nostradamus, whose · prophecies 
made him so famous in his lifetime that 
he came under the patronage· of 
Catherine de Medicis·, has been a house
hold name in Japan for over two 
decades. And he's always been big dur
ing times of crisis. 

During the oil shock of the 1970s, a 
Japanese author penned the best-sell
ing book that first introduced 
Nostradamus' prophecies to a mass 
_aygjenc~m Japan. It sold more than 2 
million copies. Another wave of interest 
in Nostradamus broke out during the 
1991 Persian Gulf War, which spawned a 
cottage industry in World War III predic
tions. But the current gloom of Japan's 
recession and jitters about the interna
tional situation _._ from the war in 
Kosovo to missile tests by North Korea 
- have created the most virulent 
Nostradamus boom yet, experts say. 

"It's excessive," said Teigo Yoshida, a 
professor of cultural anthropology at 
Japan's prestigious Tokyo University. 
"In tin.les of social uncertainty, these 
theories gain popularity., 

As evidence of Nostradamus' popu
larity, two dozen books on him or his pre
dictions were published in Japan last 
~· Eleven more have beeri released 
so far this year. 

Timing, of course, has given· Nostra
damus a strong boost. 

Nostradamus predicted millennium 
doom, writing that "the great king of ter
ror will fall from the sky in the seventh 
month of the year 1999." 

Nostradamus' prophecies, which 
were written in verse and collected in a 
book called "Centuries," are extremely 
cryptic and ~~n to a wid~_ ran~ o( 
interpretations. 

But that hasn't prevented Nostra
damus buffs from making some very 
precise inferences. 

In a book published in February, 
author Akio Cho even purports to have 
discovered "through scientific re
search" the precise hour and date of the 
great cataclysm: 5 p.m., July 24, 1999. 
Few people are seriously preparing for 
the end- to most Japanese, the boom 
is more an entertaining distraction than 
anything else. 

But a recent poll conducted by 
Japan~s Kokugakuin University found 20 
percent of the people responding give 
some credence to the Nostradamus 
prophecies. And the trend does have its 
hardcore believers, and a darker side. 

Many of the beliefs espoused by 
Japan's Aum Shinri Kyo "Supreme 
Truth" cult -which killed 13 people in a 
1995 subway gas attack - appear to 
have been inspired. by Nostradamus' 
writings. 

The cult, which has been increasing 
in popularity lately even though most of 
its leaders have been arrested, is 
preparing for an Armageddon that it 
claims will come in early September. 
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