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Do UFO sightings mean we are not alone? 
The myths of many cultures tell of creatures coming from the 
sky. Many Americans believe there are aliens among us now. 

G eorge Fawcett of lincolnton 
is a true believer. His boy
hood fascination with flying 

saucers grew into more than 50 
years of investigating reports of 
sightings of unidentified flying 

poll conducted last year said that 
the government is hiding some
thing it knows about UFOs ( 45 
percent think that UFOs have ac
tually visited Earth, and 12 percent 
say that they have actually seen a 
UFO). 

Achenbach, as reported in his 
witty, insightfu11999 book, "Cap
tured By Aliens," that "It would 
shock the hell out of me if the gov
ernment had never been involved 
in a UFO cover-up and if there 
were not life on other planets." 

"What he saw was totally un
expected: a dark object rimmed 
with light that was moving (actu
ally bouncing) close to the ground 
no more than 100 feet away. He 
thought: 'They're here to get me!' 

lasted three minutes." · 
Look at it from the extraterres

trial's point of view: If you en
countered an inhabitant of a 
strange planet who Wal) wearing 
skivvies, packing a .45 and 
looking for a fight, would you 
make contact with him? 

Ed objects. Read his 
conclusions at the 

Hams bo~o~ of today's 
editonal page. 

He is not alone
at least in his be
lief of a cover-up. 

Frank Newport, 
editor-in-chief of 
The Gallup Poll, 
wrote an essay in 
1997 titled "What 

If Government Really Listened To 
The Pepple?" 

"In a similar vein, after the U.S. 
military made an elaborate ratio
nal explanation of what really 
happened some 50 years ago in 
Roswell, N.M. (when citizens 
spotted what they thought were 
UFOs ), the public was distinctly 
unimpressed. Only 25 percent of 
Americans believed what the gov
ernment said, despite the fact that 
a majority also don't believe that 
UFO's actually visited Roswell." 

Those two thoughts are often 
linked in assertions about the re
ality of alien visitors, but there's 
no logical connection. Yes, the 
government lies. But that doesn't 
mean there's life out there. 

The biggest problem with be
lieving in alien visitors is lack of 
evidence other than sightings. If 
they're here, why isn't there evi
dence we can touch? 

Maybe the answer is simple. 
Here's a report of a Nov. 25, 1997, 
UFO sighting in Maiden, N.C. It's 
one of many available on-line 
from the files of the International 
UFO Museum and Research Cen
ter in Roswell, N .M. It says: 

"The object went up and down 
'really fast,' although it was 
slower climbing than descending. 
While ascending, 'the bottom 
blinked a few times.' About the 
size of a car, it was shaped like the 
crown of a baseball cap (without 
the bill), or an inverted, deep 
bowl.. .. 

"After about six hops, the oddity 
went down behind the trees and 
beyond a nearby trailer. When it 
came back up, it went out of sight. 
Clad only in his underwear 
(shorts), the witness ran into his 
backyard and shouted to his 
neighbors, hoping someone else 
may have seen the sight, but there 
was no answer. 

The modem infatuation with 
creatures from outer space is 
nothing new. The myths of most 
societies are filled with tales of ex
traordinary creatures living in the 
sky who come to earth to do great 
deeds or inflict great harm. 

There may be, on some distant 
planet, a race of beings advanced 
enough to accomplish interplane
tary travel and sensible enough 
not to reveal themselves to unpre
dictable Earthlings. 

But for now, the belief of people 
who think there are space aliens 
among us is stronger than the evi
dence of it. As they say on "The X
files": "The truth is out there." 

One thing he said government 
would do if it listened to the peo
ple is come clean about "mysteri
ous phenomena." He wrote: 

"The public appe~ absolutely 
convinced that the U.S. govern
ment knows more about UFOs 
than it is letting on. Seventy-one 
percent of Americans in a Gallup 

The notion that aliens are 
among us flourishes in literature 
(H.G. Wells' "The War of the 
Worlds"), movies ("Men in 
Black") and on 1V ("The X
Files"). 

Gillian Anderson - FBI Agent 
Dana Scully on the 1V show - is 
less skeptical than the character 
she plays. She told journalist Joel 

"While lying in bed late at night, 
the witness noticed a bright light 
shining into his bedroom window 
that moved up and down twice. 
'What the hell was that?' he asked 
as he grabbed his .45 caliber pistol 
and opened his door to confront 
the intruder. 

"Noticing the chill of the night, 
he went back in to put on a shirt, 
then returned to the yard and 
waited several more minutes for 
the object to return. He was pre
pared to shoot it. When the cold 
became unbearable, he retired 
from his watch. Observation 
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UFO NEWS 

A local and world report 
BY GARY VAL TENUTA 

UFOs LAND IN 
U.S. DISTRICT COURT 

Attorney Peter Gersten, director of 
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy 
(CAUS) has brought the UFO issue 
into a federal court in an effort to pry 
information from the files of the U.S. 
Department of Defense (DOD) re
garding what have been described by 
eyewitnesses as huge, black, triangu
lar crafts of unknown origin. Gersten 
presented the court with 33 sworn af
fidavits from eyewitnesses regarding 
this triangular object although the ac-

tual number of people having report
edly seen this type of UFO may num
ber in the thousands. 

This specific type of craft has been 
seen in the skies above several major 
cities around the world and in the 
U.S., including two sightings in 
Washington state. One of those was 
in Seattle in November of 1993. Ex
cept for one major mass sighting of 
one of these triangular UFOs in Ari
zona in March of 1997 the news me
dia has virtually ignored this story. 

The "Black Triangle" UFO is typi
cally described as completely silent in 
operation and is usually perceived to 

NEWS-DEMOCRA!,. Belleville, IL - May 22, 2000 

Laser traces UFO path for TV 
Belleville News-Democrat 

High-powered laser beams in 
the sky Saturday night evidently 
didn't impress UFO watchers in 
Highland and Lebanon. 

Either that, or they read the 
paper. 

On Saturday night, Strictly FX, 
a Chicago-based theatrical effects 
company, used a high-powered 
laser to trace the path of a myste
rious flying object spotted by sev
eral observers early in the morn
ing of Jan. 5. 

Residents apparently had read 
a Belleville News-Democrat 
report about the laser Saturday, 
because no one called police in 
Highland and Lebanon to tell 

them about the lights. 
Reid Nofsinger of Strictly FX 

said Friday that the company was 
tracing t~ path of the UFO seen 
in January for a Discovery Chan
nel program. 

Early in the morning of Jan. 5, 
a civilian Jn Highland and police 
officers in Lebanon, Shiloh, Mill
stadt and Dupo reported seeing a 
triangular shape with three bright 
lights flying overhead. 

Some people speculated that 
the mysterious object could be a 
type of secret military aircraft, 
but Scott Air Force Base denied 
any knowledge and noted that 
there are no units at Scott that 
would be involved in testing such 
aircraft. 

be about the size of a football field. 
Usually the craft is seen to be moving 
very slowly, sometimes hovering, at 
low altitudes ranging from treetop 
level to perhaps 500 feet. Speculation 
as to the origin of these triangular 
UFOs ranges from extraterrestrial to 
secret government experimental air
craft. Either way, since they are mak
ing their presence known in the air
space over our cities and towns Ger
sten assumed the Department of De
fense must certainly be at least aware 
of them. Therefore, he filed an FOIA 
request for information on this UFO 
but the government responded by 
saying it had no such information. 

Gersten, no stranger to this kind of 
action, was not convinced. He knows 
how the game is played. In the 1970s 
he succeeded in forcing the CIA to re
lease 900 pages of UFO documents. 
Sometime later he sued the National 
Security Agency (NSA) and won the 
release of another 135 such docu
ments. The very existence of these 
documents proved the government, 
despite its claims to the contrary, was 
heavily involved in UFO research at 
some level. Most civilian researchers 
believe such government involve
ment and subsequent cover-up is still 
ongoing. 

Not all of Gersten's FOIA efforts 
have met with such success, however, 
since under a FOIA action, the defen
dant, the DOD in this case, need only 
say they performed a reasonable 
search for the requested information 
and couldn't find anything. In most 
cases a judge is not likely to question 
the truth or falsity of that claim and 
will simply dismiss the case. It had 
happened before but not this time. 
Gersten filed suit against the DOD in 

order to get this matter into the court 
room. The goal was to force the DOD, 
by a court order, to tum over all docu
mentation regarding their alleged at
tempt to search for the requested in
formation. Once again Gersten pre
vailed. 

Within days after the initial pro
ceedings, United States District Court 
Judge Stephen M. McNamee ruled 
that the U.S. Department of Defense 
must respond to Gersten's demand. 
McNamee gave the DOD until March 
17 to provide copies of the e-mail out
lining the parameters of the search by 
the 200 employees of the Defense Ad
vanced Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA) along with the "unique 
identifiers" and "keywords" . that 
were used in the search by the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. The DOD complied 
but, once again, Gersten was not satis
fied. 

The search was intended to locate 
information about a very specific type 
of UFO; which was described in detail 
in the 33 affidavits and the accompa
nying sketches and one photo of the 
object. After studying the documents 
turned over by the DOD, Gersten 
boldly argued that the search parame
ters were too broad and, in addition 
to that, the DOD neglected to include 
the affidavits, the eyewitness descrip
tions, the sketches and the photo in 
the search parameters provided to 
DARPA. Nevertheless, this time the 
judge ruled in favor of the DOD and 
the case was closed. UFO News has 
learned, however, that Gersten is con
sidering an appeal. At the time of this 
writing the decision to appeal hinges 
on the ability of CAUS to raise the 
$10,000 it will take to accomplish such 
action. 



HEADLIGHT-HERALD, Tillamook, OR - May 24, 2000 

~et-ie. · Ughts 
seen. in 

saw what appeared to be flares 
~ignaling distress near Three 
Arch Rocks May 17, they 
reported their findings to 
David Presha, co-owner of 
HbUie onJhe Hill Motel. 
.Presha retrieved his binoculars 
and later saw au ~al-shaped 
light moving. across the sky off 

sound. I have lived in this area for 
1 1 yea.rS and I have never seen any
thing like this before." 

said in most cases, unidentified 
objects will never be identified, but 
that I 0 to 20 percent of the time a 
UFO report is made, a bona fide 

· UFO exists. 

Presha, who was not afraid of 
what he saw, set up his video cam
era the following night to see if the 
lights reappeared, but weather con
ditions were wet and foggy. 

C!tl'll~~ler 
. The Air Force trains several · "I wasn't cifraid, but wanted to 

know what it was," Presha said. 

Oceanside tt.e - ' ; 
'"'Atdi~ different times 

Wednesday evening, I saw a 
self-contained orange light that 
was moving both horizontally 
and vertically in the sky," 
Presha said. "The peculiar 
thing about it is there was no 

times a week in adverse conditions 
day and night throughout the Pacific 
Northwest to stay current with new 
equipment and technology. 
However. Carol Scott, chief of pub
lic affairs for the '939th Rescue 
Wing Air Force Reserve, said night 
operations were not under way in 
the area on ·the evening of May 17. 

Davenport, who has been witness 
to several anomalous events, possi
bly UFO related, said, ·~Generally, 
we are able to rule out UFOs." He 
said this rrleans "we can show that 

When asked if he believes other 
life forms exist, he said: "Where 
you find water you find life, and I 
believe there is life 9n Mars." 

OCEANSIDE- An. 
unidedified flying object has 
been spotted above Three Arch 
R.ocb. ' 
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tour In july. ................. 
Mount Baldy Institute for Resonant VIewing 
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Crop Qrde and Sacred Sites Tours and 
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13()4 S. College Ave., Fort Coitlns, 80524 
97()..493-0312 
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Roy Stewart's paper on crop circles and 
satellite technology was printed In Journal of 
New Enef'iY. Vol. 3. #I, ISSN I 086-8259. Sin
gle Issues of this quarterly journal costs $-45, 
P.O . Box 58639, 
Salt Lake City, Utah 8-41 58-0639. 

· generally the event was not a 
sophisticated craft." • 

Director of the National UFO 
Reporting Center P~ter Davenport 

He added that many times what 
people think to be UFOs is often 
twinkling stars, blimps, airplanes, 
helicopters with strobe light'\, or 
satellites. 

Comprehensive and up to date 
UFO information is available on the 
world wide web at http://www.ufo
center.com. To report a UFO sight
ing call the National UFO 
Reporting Center at 206-722-3000. 

WEEKLY, Boulder, CO - June 15, 2000 CR: J. Deardorff 

espresso machine 

sounds like an errant 

UFO. Dr. Simeon 

Hein-former college 

professor, author, fractal fan, Ph.D 

and crop circle enthusiast-shares 

his thoughts on the crop circle craze. 

"They're great entertainment," says the 
Boulder man, who's been in at least 40 crop 
circles in the last three years. "I have been try
ing to understand (crop circles) for a couple of 
years .and believe me, I can be as skeptical as 
the best of them. My mind is naturally skepti
cal and wants to take things apart. It's fun. But 
it doesn't work (with crop circles) . You will not 
find the evidence that will let you have a simple 
explanation for this." 

Crop circle theories-which try to explain 
elaborate designs of flattened crops in fields-
are as abundant in Boulder as coffee flavors at 
the Bookend. 

• They're made by superior life forms try-
ing to communicate with us . 

• They're fairy circles. 
• Cosmic tattoos. 
• It's angels, aliens, nymphs, all trying to 

give us a nudge toward higher consciousness. 
• Satellite calibration marks . 
• Tracks left by highly advanced aircraft 

that the government doesn't want the public to 
know about yet. 

• Extraterrestrial graffiti. 
• Unusual weather phenomenon such as 

the plasma vortex. 
• Liner left behind by creatures from other 

dimensions just passing through. 
• Pranksters, human and otherwise. 
• The hand of God/gods/goddesses reach

ing down to us. 
• Led Zeppelin cover art. 
Colorado, and Boulder in particular, boasts 

an abundant crop of interest and influence in 
the global crop circle community. 

Boulder's a hub of 
crop /drcle research, 
and a breakthrough 
may be near 

, 
by M.B. AbboH 

Crop drde hlstoty 
Crop circles gained widespread media arten

tion in the 1970s when a rash of them showed 
up in the Wtltshire/Hampshire area of England, 
near the ancient stone monument of Stone
henge. Though they're considered to be modem 
phenomenon, evidence suggests crop circles have 
been popping up since biblical times. 

In a recent Boulder crop circle meeting. 
local tour guides Doe Kelly and Andrew 
Wheeler shared slides of their recent forays. 
Their lecture included pic
tures of a centuries old 
wood cut, circa 1600, doc
umenting how, after notic
ing strange lights all night, 
a farmer discovered a per
fectly formed circle amid 
his crops just before har
vest. The wood cut 
decried the "mowing 
devil" that created it. 

Though there were lots of people in tie dye and 
T-shirts in the crowd the night Wheder and Kdly 
spoke, not a single person displayed UFO or alien 
designs on doc:hing or jewelry. Crop circle discu.r 
sions ooncmtratcd more on the beauty of the fOr
mations than possible =tors or oonspiracies. The 
laid back group of about 75 gathering at a Unitari
an church had much more of an earthy, spiritual 
fed than the obsessed extraterrestrial kooks crop cir
cle fans, or croppies, are widely associated with. 

Local experts say the average crop circle 
runs about 300-400 feet in diameter: the 
length of one football field, including the end 
wnes. To date, the largest crop formation 
turned up in Etchilhampton, Wtltshire: an 
astounding 4,100 feet wide. 

The level of intricacy advanced considerably 
since the 70s. Simple circles have been replaced 
by progressively more intricate spirals, &aaal 
snowflakes and interconnected geometric cubes. 

Stonehenge has seen many of the largest 
and most intricate formations, including a 915-
. foot fractal spiral using 151 different sized cir
cles in 1996. 

"That one was quite astonishing" said Ron 
Russell, one of the most influential crop circle 
expertS in the region. 

catch of the croppies 
Almost everyone involved in the local crop 

circle scene found their way through Russell. 
In only a few short years, Russell has become 

among the most renowned crop circle experts in 
the world. The professional artist and ph()(ogra
pher began studying English crop circles in 1986 
and began lecturing in 1992. Over the years he's 
amassed thousands of aop circle ph()(os and 
walked through "nearly 1 00" of the formations 
personally. He, along with Hein, has appeared 
on your friendly neighborhood fringe radio host 
An Bell's show several times. The dapper looking 
gendeman lectures and teaches c:xtensively, 
inspiring people in and out of Colorado to look 
closer into these intriguing works of an. 

findings. 

He's had a huge 
impact on expanding not 
only crop circle audiences, 
but on the scientific 
research being done on the 
formations. Russell started 
Midwest Research in 

1997, an Aurora-based 
non-profit organization 
for studying crop circles 
and documenting the 

He's raising funds--through tours, dona
tions and his own personal funds--to buy a 
small plane for viewing and photographing crop 
circles on short notice. Beyond that, Russell 
wants to lead the way for serious scientifi~ 
research on crop circles and the effects they have 
on people and the environment around them. 

In last month's meeting, and in later dis
cussions, Russell made a point of differentiat
ing human-made crop circles from formations 
of unknown causes. Crop circles of unknown 
origin are made by magic, Russell says, "and 
what is magic but technology we don't yet 
understand. • 

•ws 110t naaglc-
Boutder engineer Roy Stewart thinks he 

understands crop circle technology just fine, 
and doesn't buy the magic theory. 

Stewart's theory, which is shared by a few 
other scientists, is that radar satellites orbiting 
the Earth create crop circles as pan of their cal
ibration system. 

"They've been putting radar satellites in 
orbit for a long time," says the Omni-phasic 
design engineer, a former hippy who resembles 
an ex-Marine with his close cropped salt and 
pepper hair and no nonsense demeanor. 

Stewart says the advances in crop circle 
designs go hand-in-hand with improvements in 
satellite technology and the implementation of 

(continued on psge 3) 
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more satellites working together. "As a matter of fact 
the timeline goes from before these crop circles first 
started to appear by about I 0 years." 

It's a complicated theory, which Stewart wrote in 
a detailed manifesto published in ]ttuma/ of Nrw 
En"KJ, but he tries to explain it in non-technical 
terms. "I think the purpose of the crop circles are to 
calibrate the system (of interconnected satellites above 
the Earth). In other words, if several (radar} waves 
from several different satellites converge at one spot 
some very unusual effects can be created. Doing the 
designs serves two purposes ... of calibrating the system 
and checking it out ... (and} throwing everyone else on 
the wrong tracks so no one suspects that it's human 
radar making these designs." 

Those controlling the radar satellites, Stewart says, 
don't want the public to know we have such dangerous 
weapons, and such a powerful way to spy on the public. 

"What we have here, I think, is a highly capable 
system which of course could be used for good or it 
could be used for evil." 

Who has this technology? Stewart's not pointing any 
fingers, but he suspects Americans are at the forefront. 

But why all the crop circles in Great Britain? 
"England's a good target because it's a wet, cold cli
mate," Stewart says. "The crops are probably greener 
and lusher and therefore react to the microwaves more 
readily than dry crops in Nebraska for instance." 

Stewart compares these satellite radar waves to 
those in your microwave. Put a stack of wheat in a 
microwave and blast it for a moment, and it will show 
the same effects found in non-manmade crop circles. 
He notes that if you briefly nuke a stalk of grain in 
the microwave it bends at the node as naturally made 
crop circles do, rather than in the middle of the stem 
.U in man-made crop circles. 

In naturally made formations the nodes "some
times are brown and they're bum open on the side 
away from the bend just like what'd happen if you 
put them in a microwave oven. I think that's a smok
ing gun right there," Stewart says. 

Even with his man-made theories, Stewart 
believes in the possibiliry of extraterrestrial life. "I 
think the universe is filthy with life, filthy with intelli
gent life and I wouldn't be surprised if there's a num
ber oflocal races that are visiting this planet. But I 
don 't think they're making the crop circles ... unless 
they've got a really good sense of humor." 

Thinking outside the box 
People steer clear of the crop circle culture for 

several reasons, says Dr. Hein. Mostly, he says, it has 
to do with closed mindcdncss: thinking inside-the
box instead of outside of it. 

"What we see when we look at the world are 
things that confirm our belief system about the way 
we c:Xpecr things to be. That's what holds a socicry 
together. But as soon as you go to another culture, or 
you travd, you realize that there arc very different 
agr~ments that hold that society together. What's 
going on here is that crop circles don't really fit in our 
rcaliry. That is the bottom line. • 

"We're like kindergartners, • Hein said, and-it's 
like crop circles are from th.e sixth grade. We jwt can't 
understand it because it's too advanced. "Perhaps 
they're here to help-us move to sixth grade: 

Some people start studying crop cirdes and 
"think. 'Oh, I'm going to solve it, I'm going to figure 
it out' but you don'L The more you study this, the 
stranger it gets because there's more and more good 
evidence that there's more (going on). Most things, 
the more you study them, eventually they resolve into 
something that's more explainable. 

"It's a very weird phenomenon and I think it's 
never going to change to fit our reality. • 

Hein's feelings about crop circles don 't necessarily 
fit neatly inside the box either. 

"Sometimes I just go on faith and I enjoy them, 
and sometimes my mind says ' Is it possible it could be 
people (making crcp circles}?' But then I run into 

these people in England who tell me how they see 
them happening at their feet and there's obviously 
nobody around to do them." 

Feel the difference 
Different crop circles feel differently, Hein says, 

both man-made and those resulting from unknown 
causes. 

"Some feel very alive and really energetic and 
some feel just boring. There are all types. Some 
you walk in and you say 'I don't want to be 
here.' Those are the ones that tend to be made by 
people ... You walk into those and they don't feel 
special at all, just wheat flattened down for no good 
reason. There are some I've been in that look picture 
perfect and our feet left marks on it. Some I've been 
in, and it looks trashed the first day. That's a pretty 
good sign that people were walking in it all night. 

How to 
hoax a crop 

circle 

"Some you go in and they're like works of art. Every
thing's in the right place. I don't know who did them. 

"I can 't make the judgment. I didn 't see who was 
there, but whoever did them was good. And it had a 
feeling and a flavor, there's a difference, there's a 
coherency. It looks like nothing touched it." 

The feelings people have when entering the same 
crop circle vary from person ro person. 

The affects of crop circles on north Boulder resi
dent Beverly Baima were milder than on others in her 
group when she attended a crop circle tour of Eng
land last summer. Several people who entered one for
mation in particular had to leave because of the way 
they felt inside of it. 

"I did get a headache and I don't normally get 
headaches," she said. 

But Baima found that often, after going in ro cer
tain crop circles, she and her roommate would plan 
on laying down in their room "for a few minutes and 
we'd be out for an hour and wake up really refreshed." 

The first circle she went into was called Roundway. 
"I wasn't particularly attracted to it aesthetically, but 
wtten) was in it I really felt like dancing. I didn't indulge 
that, mough I wish I had. And when we were walking 
back out-1 didn't say anything-but two or three other 
people (in the tour group} said they fdt like dancing." 

"The feeling around Roundway was enchant
ment," Russell said. He noted that it was an especially 

, strong crop cioclc: where, when he returned weeks 
later, the area still showed electrostatic potential. 

Baima, an architect and painter, first became 
interested in crop circles in 1995 after seeing Russell 
speak about them. 

"I'm intrigued with them mostly for their beauty 
~d I'm intrigued because I believe in the power of 
shape. I'm intrigued by how they're affecting the peo
ple who see them," she says in a friendly, gentle voice. 

Baima has sketched pictures of crop circles and 
plans on integrating them into. some of her paintings 
which incorporate sacred geometry. 

But who, or what, does Baima think creates crop 
circles? 

"No, I don't go there," she laughed. "I find it 
intriguing. I'm curious because it's a mystery. I take in 
all options ... but I don't particularly hold to a belief. 
That's not why I study them.~ 

Another Boulder resident who's had interesting 
crop circle experiences is S~ Zanmai owner Masao 
Maki. He was kicking around England the same time 
Russdl's group was. According to Russell, Maki and a 
tour group of 14 from J:apan decided to meditate and 
pray for a Japanese-style crop circle. "They did not teU 
anyone of this plan, • Russell said, "not even me. The 

. n~ morning there was the Beclthampton Origami in 
the very field their bus was facing when they did their 
three hour prayer vigil. Design-wise it is a ringer for 
an old T okugawa family crest in Japan. • 

Russell and Hein have both heard rumors of the 
occasional circle cropping up in the plains, but noth
ing verifiable. To date, local croppies have had to trav
el afar to enjoy their hobby. The fields in Colorado 
may not be willing, but the spirit sure is: l'!'j 

die same as a field without 11rf fonnadons, die 
same as a field with wind fJamace. 

• No chanze in rneuurq ~cam
eras, videotapes,~- blaion die same. 

Fe ..... e. •• ., --· ··---= • NO ~nac c:ornpected. ~ .. - \"t"". 

l"llidue,l'llildew ~ fX .. ,...,..... unclllurt.d : : 
on plants urd a human enws. ' ·· 

• Planes bent or.,.._, at dw powch no4es; molt flat. . 
tenld crops. can be hlrwad Iacer orL • . . . . . 

• St.ns may be swiried incO,....,.,., w.n-. k loab .... a.-
craftsman is at wortc." ' . -' 

• Chqes in seeds. plants and ioU-lf forWIIIion made ............ time 
seeds may be SIUIUCI, if formation ocan at"CRiftd huwlt time, 1IINn ._.we 
pbnced dley vow quic:br-.nd have slichdY......,. ~ildl;s; ~ 
dria in plants show heavy respiration. -- . . - . 

• EnerJetic Arences. Somatic cb1np1 lwlds may feel**' hlir on 
your anns or back cl neck sund up; feel a Nih .of eatuy, •IIChlilltll•iC or 
bliss; malaise, chills, hudache. ~ and som.cic: r.elirws oft8n QUill' the 
moment one enters the formation. 

• Electrostatic Poc.ntiaJ raises to <4().80 volts. the l'anp cJ rnonitorq I 
runninc automobile, beinc near 1 power plant or a wmrfal. 

• Instruments such as electrostatic meter, Global ~ s,-n. cam
era, video camera, cell phone. go haywire or quit woricq; bmwies clr'liMd. 
unable to take a charge afterward. l'!'j 

DAILY RECORD, Roswell, NM - May 22, 2000 CR: G. Fawcett 

UFO museum offering $1 million that it's not from Earth but 
also that it's a ·manufactured 
item," Woif aatd. Jn ·Other 
words, meteors don't eour:.t. · for an artifact from the ·194 7 crash 

Check your attics, sift 
through your garages and 
break out the old metal detec
tors-; the UFO museum could 
make your efforts worth your 
whlle. 

Roswell's International UFO 
Museum aild Research Center 
is offering up to $1 million for 
the first scientifically verified 
piece of debris from the ·sus
pected crash of ali extraterres
trial ship near Roswell in 
1947. 

"W~re very hopeful that per
haps someone right here in the 
state of New Mexico will have 
what we're looking fdr," said 

i~~k Wolf, the museum's 
director of fundf raising and 
promotion. 

The museum will pay 50 
percent of all net revenues 
earned by the museum 
through exhibiting the artifact 
until its ortgtnat owner or own
ers receive a total of $1 m1llion. 

The artifact will become th~ 
property of the museum upon 
be~ accepted by the museum 
for · scientific testing. In order. 
to be selected, the submitted 
artifact must be vertfled by sci
entific testing in a laboratory 
chosen by the museum. The 
UFO museum wtll pay for the 
testing and their ·deetston on 
selection of the artifact wtll be 
ftnal. 

"'They not only have. to prove 

· The museum's, eaaoc:tatn, 
employees and family me·ui
bers will not be eligible to 
receive pa~t of any kind 1n 
cqrmectton with this -oft"er. 
, ~Anyone who may have. such 
an artifact n~eds to call (505J 
625-9495 and as~ for: an,ne 
in charge of ~is determina
tion. You may also contact 
Mark Wolf at (770) 565-2003 
or e-m·a'il · "hhlt' 1lt Senor-
loboWolt®netscape.aet. · 
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TIM CHESNUT I LARAMIE DAILY BOOMERANG 

Bob White with what he says is a piece of a UFO that he recovered in the mounta;ns of Colorado. 

~ 

The experiences of alien abd~ ~ge from joyful encounters to tales of mistreatment. 
A UFO conference helps these marginalized people cope with their ET contacts 

Sleeping with the aliens 
BY JONATHAN GATEHOUSE 

L
ARAMIE , WYO. • 
Tired of ridicule, heart
sick over ruptures with 
family and friends, still 
fearful of the disap

proval of employers, the 150 par-
ticipants at the 21st annual Rocky 
Mountain UFO Conference are 
steeling themselves to tackle the fi
nal frontier of disenfranchise
ment. 

The time has come to get alien 
abductees out of their spaceships 
and into the streets. 
The centrepiece of the confer

ence, which claims to be the only 
UFO gathering entirely devoted to 
abductees, is two •closed sessions" 
where participants can talk at the 
microphone about their direct ex
traterrestrial contacts. 

Tom and Joan Bishop of Ander
son, Calif., tell of joyful encounters 
with superior beings that left them 
filled with peace and happiness. 
The retired engineer and his wife 
have been coming to the confer
ence since 1992 and claim to have 
had dozens of run-ins with ex
traterrestrials since the late 196os. 

"I think it's very important for 
people to be able to open up," said 
Mrs. Bishop, a slender woman 
dressed in a leopard print shirt 
and wearing a holographic pin of a 
bug-eyed alien. "As they say, you're 
as sick as your secret.• 

Mrs. Bishop tells the group about 
a sighting on a lonely California 
highway during a lunar eclipse 
four years ago. Later, at home in 
bed, the couple were ·visited by two 
tall humanoids from the planet 
Pleidias. Mrs. Bishop arose and 
followed them to the living room. 
When she tried to hug one, she 
was blown into a rocking chair by 
the power of its internal life ener
gy, she said 
~en I was shocked back into 

the chair, the realization of my 
place in the cosmos came to me. I 
said to them, 'I'm one of you, aren't 
Ir" 

Janet, a speech pathologist from 
Colorado, is more reluctant to go 
on the record with her harrowing 

tales of mistreatment by The 
Greys, the small creatures with the 
oversized' heads and large eyes 
that seem to feature prominently 
in most stories of abduction. 

"I really do feel like the govern
ment is messing with me; she 
said. •And you have to be quiet or 
you could lose your job." 

Janet said she has been kid
napped on a regular basis since 
she was two years old Aliens often 
harvest her eggs and she believes 
that she has produced several hy
brid children for them. 

She is an active participant in the 
workshops and lectures, easy to 
pick out of the audience because of 
her vibrant pink-and-purple 
Hawaiian muumuus and her prac
tice of crocheting an afghan while 

Janet's two sons aren't alone. In 
an era where tell-all books, talk ra
dio and trash 1V regularly put the 
dark secrets of the soul on display, 
there is still a reluctance for those 
who have had direct contact with 
beings from other planets to come 
forward and share their experi
ences. 

Even within the UFO communi
ty there is a bias against abductees, 
said Franklin Carter, president of 
the Institute for UFO Research, 
the group that organized the three 
days oflectures and workshops at 
the University ofWyoming. Those 
who claim to have seen flying 
saucers or bright lights in the sky 
are not always comfortable being 
lumped in with those who profess 
having had much closer encoun-

'I THINK IT'S VERY IMPORTANT FOR PEOPLE 

TO BE ABLE TO OPEN UP' 

she listens to the speakers. She is 
particularly interested by the oft
repeated theory that there may be 
some hereditary link to the alien 
visitations, with generations of 
families falling victim to the kid
nappers. 

"Both my boys are involved but 
they're both in denial," she said 

ters. 
"Our object is to provide infor

mation to help people integrate 
these experiences into their daily 
lives," he said "'They've had a trau
matic experience, their whole be
lief system has been turned upside 
down. But you still have to make 
your car and house payments." 

TIM CHESNUT I LARAMIE DAILY BOOMERANG 

Tom and .Joan Bishop claim to have had dozens of encounters with 
extraterrestrials since the late 1960s. 

The bulk of the weekend is filled 
out with a bewildering smorgas
bord of lectures and workshops 
that could provide the basis of sev
eral seasons worth of X-Files 
episodes. 

Bob White, a silver-haired 69-
year-old from Missouri, displays 
the piece of a UFO that he claims 
to have recovered in the Colorado 
mountains. The 28-cm-long 
metallic object is shaped like a 
ham bone, with a groove down one 
side and partially melted scales on 
its exterior. 

Mr. White, a former country 
singer and winning contestant on 
The Gong Show, weaves a compli
cated tale of duplicitous scientists 
and television producers who have 
tried to profit from his discovery. 
Despite four laboratory tests, he 
claims experts have yet to deter
mine just what the object is made 
of and whether it has an earthly 
provenance. 

Anna Hayes, a frenetic blond 
dressed in a royal purple suit, de
livers an infomercial-paced 90-
minute lecture on the three alien 
civilizations vying for control of 
the Earth and the Arnenti star 
gates that open every 26,566 
years. Her hand-drawn overhead 
transparencies provide detailed 
composites of more than 15 differ
ent types of aliens she has encoun
tered on her astral travels. The 
condensed version: Greys bad, 
Reptilians very bad, tall pretty hu
manoids extremely good 

Pamela Stonebrooke, a forty
something bleached blond Los 
Angeles musician who lists per
forming at pornographer Larry 
Flint's wedding among her accom
plishments, is flogging copies of 
her autobiographical account of 
alien contact - E:rperiencer: .A 
jazz singer's true account of ex
traterrestrial COTI.tad. 

Ms. Stone brooke thrills the audi
ence with her accounts of fabulous 
sex with the bad-boy Reptilians. 
~·m one of the few that have had 

Reptilian contact that didn't have 
an orgasm," she confides, "because · 
I changed the [body energy] fre
quency and he was gone." 

National Post 



1 Trio sues for clearer focus on U FOs 
...i By JOSH LOFTIN 

Journal staff writer 

a: They have appeared in books 0 as little green men, in movies as 
0 furry Wookies and on television 
o as physics professors. Soon, ali
~ ens and unidentified flying ob-

jects could become the center of 
m attention at Alexandria Circuit 

Court. 

~ Seeking to end decades of"gov-
::s 
"") 

C( ginia's National Guard units 
> trained to handle the continuing 

-
ri "alien invasion," as they might 

prepare to handle a terrorist at
.g tack. 
; • The suit wants Virginia to 
>< grant victims of alien abductions 
CD the same rights that victims of 

Ci: o~er attacks, such as rape, re
..f ce1ve. 
C( Because of the continuing re
Z ports of strange encounters from 
a: people throughout the world 
;:, Bryant said in a telephone inter~ 
Q view, "there is just too much 

smoke to ignore." 

enunent cover-up," Alexandria 
resident Larry W. Bryant -
along with Gretchen Condon of 
Hampton and Evelyn J . Goodwin 
of Newport News - has filed a 
civil suit against Virginia Gov. 
Jim Gilmore asking a court to or
der Gilmore to address the issue 
ofUFOs and alien abduction. 

"Our demand comes in the 
form of an extroadinary legal 

So !ar, the. case has garnered 
very little senous attention. Bry
ant has sent numerous e-mail 
messages to Gilmore and the Vir
ginia Attorney General Mark 
Earley's office, most of which 
were returned because of com
puter errors. He also has sent 
certified letters with copies of the 
suit to both offices, yet has notre
ceived a response, he said. 

When contacted for this story, 
a spokesman for Earley had no 
comment. 

"Maybe they hope I'll just dry 
up and bl'?w away! but that's a 

remedy that may or may not suc
ceed in giving victims of the so
called UFO/E.T. abduction phe
nomenon their day in court " 
Bryant said in a news release. ' 

No other plaintiffs could be 
contacted because of unlisted 
numbers. 

The suit, filed June 5, does not 
seek any money. Instead, it has 
four primary goals. 

fruitless hope," tlryant said. 
"This is not some exercise in 
gamesmanship. This is a legiti
mate suit, and they should treat 
it as such." 

Bryant is well aware that fil
ing a suit to force the govern
ment's hand on UFOs will look 
slightly crazy to some people. Be
cause ofthe nature ofthe suit he 
h~ . failed to find an atto~ey 
willing to represent him and the 
other plaintiffs. Yet he said here
mains undeterred and is con
vinced he has done enough 
homework and provided enough 
evidence to win the case. 

• Bryant wants a special 
state grand jury empaneled to in
vestigate the numerous UFO 
sighting and abduction claims. 

• He wants Gilmore to create 
a task force to analyze all data re
lated to the "alien invasion." 

• The suit seeks to have Vir-

"The court has to take every 
lawsuit seriously and hear both 
sides equally," said Bryant, who 
retired from his job as a technical 
writer for the Army in 1994. 

Included in Bryant's case fold
~r of more than 50 pages are po
lice reports of abductions in sur
rounding areas, complete with 
one victim's drawings of the ali
ens. Also, Bryant cites numerous 
cases involving the governor's re
sponsibility to protect the com
monwealth from invasions, as 
well as UFO research by private 
~tizens and government agen
Cies. 

Although the suit is the first 
filed by Bryant, he is no stranger 
to UFO research. For 22 years, 
he has run the Alexandria-based 
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy, 
an organization which has a sim
~ar legal battle .with Arizona offi
Cials. In the Arizona case, which 
seeks to have the Defense De
partment release all of the docu
ments !t has about UFO reports, 
CAUS IS appealiruz a denial of its 
Freedom o{ Inforination Act re
quest to the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals in San Francisco. 

The time is right to be~ bat
tling the UFO "cover-up" m court 
because "the climate has 
changed," Bryant said. 

"There is so much research to 
do out there," he said. 

More than anything, however, 
Bryant want answers to all of the 
questions the public asks. After 
all, he said, "what's the big se
cret?" 

READE_RS GUIDE, Chicago, IL - May 26, 2000 

life. As a child she saw silver 

flames at night. "They were very playful 

and would roll up into a ball under the furniture." 

But it wasn't until she began losing her vision in one eye that she 

knew for certain what she was seeing were visitors from other worlds. 

While recovering from surgery for a detached retina, Kerfoot encoun

tered "the stillness that always tells me they're coming." That night 

tele

lt was actu

ally a spiritual experience." 

Kerfoot, 56, feels strongly that 

she should educate the public about 

alien phenomena. In 1995 she organized UFO 

educational forums at the Museum of Science and Industry and at 

the College of DuPage. Her description of accelerated healing after 

another eye surgery-she improved as much in one day as most peo

ple would have in three weeks after aliens visited during the surgi-

they took the form of "huge bright orange flames 

leaping" in her living room. Their presence 

caused her cockatoo, Toby, to shriek wild-

IY SUSAN OEGIANE 

cal procedure--is published in Virginia Aronson's 

Celestial Healing: Qose Encounters That Cure. 

ly and sent her dog and (now deceased) husband into 

a deep sleep from which they cauld not be roused. 

"Once I actually saw the beings," Kerfoot 

says, "it reassured me. They 

And for the last eight years Kerfoot"s split

level home in Schaumburg has served as the gathering 

place for an alien abductees' support group, which 

meets every month or so and calls itself 

CACES, the Chicago Area (continued on page 6) 
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Center for Encounter Support. 
"I wanted ocher ptople to know 

more about this and to help them 
undersrand," says Kerfuoc. "I wanted 
them to realize what a narrow 
verse we liYe in and to help 
expanding their COfiiSCicN51lCSIO. '?•QI 
course many are skeptical 
claims, but I've visited the . 
couple of times in the last five yeata. 
and have found its members to be • ..., 
ordinary citizens. . 

Keffoot and others like her 
hope to open ~ minds to 
their puaptions of attaterres
Uials Oft earth, but until that 
bappmsj ICTetal in the group 
fdi.ue to ,._ their full names 
fcx rear of being scigftliarized. 
They indade people of all 
ages and a variety of occupa
tions: a grandmother, a few 
children, teachers, a gorem
ment employee, a bookstore 
manager, a form~ m&ineer. 

.Most ol the riiuP members 
first met ar a ~ rL'tbe 
local cbapcu of NUPON ~ 
(Mutual UFO ~ric:), an 
intetrlllticlaal orpnization tba 
disseminarts inbmarioo ~ " 
mm~~~•.tt~'*"~~~ 

pretty 5000 ........ ) .. ·! 

paring~ '~ ......,. 
had a lo« in t'orDmm. ma me IBt 

week we decided ro meet on our own." 
~ 

One ream meeting ol CACES 
includes t!*ptcple, seared oo Kerixx's 
plush coUch and chain or sitting 
cross-legged on the immacui.Me car
pet. Se'Verai-Mw become frieDck ~ 
the years, and some ue in theB aodt
ing feet and~ &am p.pcr pllm 
heaped high from.. poduck spend. 

Kerfoot's cockatoo is misaing, bow
ever. Toby is said to haft' participated 
in several of Kerfoot's conc.a experi
ences: though these- agitated him, 

(continued from psge 5 - READERS GUIDE, Chicsgo, IL - Msy 26, 2000) 

Nellie .Moore, a YOUD8 mother. "It's so 
COIDJDOil DOW, I just pretty much tune 
it out." Mocxe says that~ 
iDicalled and adjusted a device above 
one ol bee ears tbat heJps her to be 
claicwdient. She often hears music, a 
calliope sound or lute from ancient 
times accompanying some message. 
Her son has seen the lower halves of 

objects on her body at night. "I wore 
color<Oded wristbands just to throw 
(the visitors) off," she says. "I'd make 
a note of what colot was on which wrist 
the night before. I'd write it down. 
It'd be all switched in the morning." 

Bob, a compact man in his 50s, 
recalls being abducted one evening 
several years ago from a service road 

paranormal activity in his apartment. 

They 'hare ·a ,u,pi<iOn that eatraterre,trial' have ta~en 

Bob's more recent encounters seem 
to support his perceptions of benevo
lent beings. A couple of years ago he 
spent 15 days in intensive care after 
suffering a heart attack. Months Iacer 
he woke up at home in the middle of 
the night chilled. "The sheet and bed
covers were neatly folded back," he 
says. "My "Shirt was unbuttoned, and 
my chest was exposed." He noted a 

All four women say they experi
enced a great deal of anxiety during 
their pregnancies over the pttsence 
of alien beings in their homes. And 

share a suspicion that extrater
have taken a special interest 
children, all highly intelli
involved in gifted or accel-

!!ltllplUgJranls at school. 
QlD 

The composition of CACES has 
<:hanged over the years, Kerfoot 
Says. Some people visit PllCC or 
twice, others stay longer but 
~rually drop out, and a core 
group of four or five people 
meets with Kerfoot consistent
q. Ben Hollis, fonner host of 
dwmel ll's W'JJ Chk4go, 
once attended a meeting, and 
several UFO investigators 
and university researchers 
have accepted invitations to 
speak at Kerfoot's home. 
When Steppenwolf Theatre 
Company was about to pro
duce Spaa, which dealt with 

alien contact, they goc in wuch , 
withCACES. 

Occasionally the group 
holds "contacr sessions," in 

which members a~mpt to initi
cootact with aliens. Sometimes 

·.stood on the deck behind 
house add ahooe a power

into tbe night sky. Bob 
their flashing has brought 

from ·iAcelligent ctaft char o 

blck." ~ing one meeting .... Ec 
· Kerfooc: watched as a huge orange ball 

like the moon bung over her hOuse; a 

ochers in the group interpreted what ,. 
they saw as the brightly lit uoderc.ar- o 

riage of an airplane that b.d veet'Cd o 

low and mysteriously stalled in flight 
for SCYeml minutes. 

On other occasions the group lit
erally put their he.ds together, lying 
on the floor in a circle. "Once a portal 
of some kind opeoed right here in the 
living room," says Moore. Bob says 
that "bubbles of light with presences 
in the bubbles" appeared over the 
chandelier in the dining area, pres
ences Moore describes as "extremely 
tall with very wide shoulders," 
though their faces and ocher features 
were not discernible. "The ceiling got 
really high too-it was weird," she says. 

Four years ago, when I was attend
ing a meeting in order to write about 

he'd remain when 'icerfooc·s ocher pets 
fled . But the bird eventually caused 
Kerfoot respirarory problems, so she 
placed him with a farm family in 
Janesville, Wisconsin, that owns a rare 
whiu: bui&Jo, a sacred animal in Native 
American cultures. 

bodies walking up their driveway, and 
her daughter once described a purple 
light coming from her mother's fore
head as she wrote about one of her 
extraterrestrial encounters in a journal. 

a 'pecial intere't in their children. all highly intelligent. 

Kerfoot has somerhing to tell the 
group about Toby. Before his depar
ture, she says, "He began speaking in 
a strange nC1f language." For a while 
the di~ cenrers on Toby, with 
several inquiries as to whetber or not 
the sounds he made were human. "It 
was like a vety fluent ~e, like a 
person," Kerfoot says. ·But It wasn't 
human." 

Conversation among members of 
CACES heats up over such issues as 
whether aliens want contact with 
women only for their wombs or for 
their minds as well . It proceeds agree
ably with recollections of aliens pene
trating bedroom walls and doors like 
ghosts, and accounts of seeing shad
ows and reflections of aliens in mir
rors . Anocher stwtd experience is see
ing the world through a veil of green, 
and Kerfoot relates that after one 
encounter she saw green sparks shoot
ing from her fingers and a green aura 
surrounding her c:Omputer. 

"Oh, I've had that before," says 

A common complaint among 
members of the group is not being 
able to locate such crucial items as 
house keys, money, and eyeglasses: 
after looking several times in the 
same location, they'll find them mys
teriously restored on the final check. 
"Oh yeah," says. AI, a man in his 40s 
with dark eyes and a dark beard. 
"They do that just to let you know 
they're there." Moore can recall sever
al objects that seemed to· have fallen 
into a void, then magically reap
peared. Once $100 disappeared from 
her wallet, then reappeared while her 
family was searching for the cash. 

Some complain of awakening with 
strange marks on their bodies--fine 
scratches across their faces , larger 
scrapes on their noses, and small cir
cular depR:SSions on their legs, carved 
out in perfect scoops as if with a tiny 
melon bailer. Others have had their 
nightclothes unbuttoned or turned 
around or inside out.' 

Sue, a middle-aged woman with 
shott blond hair, says she began to 
track the removal and replacement of 

near 1-5 5 in Pontiac, Illinois. At dawn, 
he awoke to find himself at the wheel 
of his car driving down an off-ramp of 
an expR:SSway near his home in a 
western suburb of Chicago. Dizzy and 
nauseated, Bob pulled over and lost 
consciousness for a few minutes. He 
later contacted the Center for UFO 
Studies in Chicago and was inter
viewed about his experience by its 
director, Mark Rodeghier. (Rodeghier 
confirms having interviewed Bob and 
says he's familiar with CACES: "I 
won't say it's aliens or what it is, but 
I will say something is definitely hap
pening to these people.") 

Years earlier Bob had shown the 
group his drawings of the aliens, most 
of them gray. This time around he 
recalls more details, such as crouching 
beneath the steps of a farmhouse tty
ing to avoid being taken up by the 
aliens and "skin like the peel of an 
orange" on the arms of the lead alien, 
who seemed a "benevolent" being. 
"You won't remember a thing," Bob 
says they told him. But he vowed not 
to forget . 

"Yes, that's what they always tell 
us," says AI, whose encounters have 
taken the form of poltergeist and 

burning sensation in his chest and 
was somewhat disoriented but appar
ently unharmed. Bob says that when 
doctors examined him during a subse
quent checkup, "They found no evi
dence of heart disease-this is a fact ." 
Weeks after that examination, he 
says, his doctor invited him to appear 
before an audience of physicians and 
medical students at the University of 
Illinois Medical Center. 

"Do you remember what they 
asked you?" asks Kerfoot. 

"No," Bob says. "I can't remember 
a thing. " 

Moore and Sue compare notes 
about their pregnancies. Moore couldn't 
bring herself to eat sugar and devel
oped a compulsion to close doors and 
windows--" I had a fit about windows 
and closets, and I was worried some
body was going to take my kids." Sue 
says her fear of being taken up by 
extraterrestrials while she was preg
nant caused her to ~just want to bur
row under my husband at night," and 
Kerfoot had similar concerns. Another 
young mother, Karen, had a miscar
riage that mystified her doctor, she 
says: the placenta and bag of waters 
were expelled, but there was no fetus. 

the group, it got really late and· sever
al of us decided to spend the night. 
Sleeping on the couch in the basement 
family room, I was too spooked to 
tum out the lights. Kerfoot's ancestors 
peered out from neatly framed antique 
photographs. · Staring up at the canis
ter lights in the ceiling made me 
uneasy. Earlier in the evening someone 
had talked about the round lights 
beneath a mother ship attempting to 
draw him up. 

Around 4 AM strange, loud bangs 
like a bed or dR!SSCr falling came from 
Kerfoot's bedroom. Her son called out 
"Mom!" from his room in the base
ment and ran upstairs . I ran up too. 
The lights came on. Kerfoot, who'd 
been asleep in her bedroom, stood in 
the living room obviously groggy, as 
were a couple of the other overnight 
guests. As I recall, Toby's feathers 
were ruffled. When he eventually see
ded down, he treated us to an all
knowing sideways glance. 8 

The C.·KES gro11p c11n be rt~~ehed by 
phtmi11g JVrfoot 111847-985-1123, 11nd 
the Cntur for UFO Shuiies by c.Jiillg 
77 3-271-3611. 

6 



GLOBE, Boston, MA - May 21, 2000 CR: B. Greenwood 

SCIENCE & SOClETY 

LJFO theorists gain support abroad, but repression at home 
Study by French officials, routine unexplained sightings, US military safety aspects combine to boost believers 

BY LESLIE KEAN 

L 
ast month's release of the firs,, 
detailed satellite images of Are<! 
51, the top-secret US Air Force 
test site in Nevada, prompted a 
Web site meltdown as people 

rrom across the nation logged on in search 
of clues about unidentified flying objects. 

''The interest has been really phenom
enal," said David Mountain, marketing di
rector for Aerial Images Inc., which post
ed the high-resolution photographs of 
Area 51 on the Internet 

But those hoping to see signs that cap
tured UFOs are stored at the site (as some 
aficionados have suggested) were des
tined to be disappointed. Most of Area 51's 
operations occur underground, making 
photos meaningless. 

Anyone looking for fresh information 
on UFOs would have better luck trying a 
new, but less publicized, source: a study 
by the French military, just translated 
into an approved English edition. 

High-level officials - including retired 
generals from the French Institute of 
Higher Studies for National Defense, a 
government-financed strategic planning 
agency - recently took a giant step in 
openly challenging ~kepticism about 
UFOs. 

In a report based on a three-year 
study, they concluded that "numerous 
manifestations observed by reliable wit
nesses could be the work of craft of extra
terrestrial origin" and that, in fact, the 
best explanation is "the extraterrestrial 
hypothesis." Although not categorically 
proven, "strong presumptions exist in its 
favor and if it is correct, it is loaded with 
significant consequences." 

The French group reached that con
clusion after examining nearly 500 inter
national aeronautical sightings and radar/ 
visual cases, and previously undisclosed 
pilots' reports. They drew on data from of
ficial sources, government authorities, 
and the air forces of other countries. The 
findings are contained in a 90-page report 
titled "UFOs and Defense: What Should 
We Prepare For?" 

"The number of sightings, which are 
completely unexplained despite the abun
dance and quality of data from them, is 
growing throughout the world," the team 
declared. 
- - The authors note that about 5 percent 
of sightings on which there is solid docu
mentation cannot be easily attributed to 
earthly sources, such as secret military 
exercises. This 5 percent seem "to be com
pletely unknown flying machines with ex
ceptional performances that are guided 
by a natural or artificial intelligence," they 
say. Science has developed plawnble mod
els for travel from another solar system 
and for technology that could be used to 
propel the vehicles, the report points out 

It assures readers that UFOs have 
demonstrated no hostile acts, "although 
intimidation maneuvers have been con
firmed." 

Given the widespread skepticism 
about UFOs, many will quickly dismiss 
the generals' "extraterrestrial hypoth
esis." But it is less easy to do so once the 
authors' credentials are considered. The 
study's originators are four-star General 
Bernard Norlain, former commander of 
the French Tactical Air Force and mili
tary counselor to the prime minister; Gen
eral Denis ~,_an_ air force fighter pilot; 
and Andre Lebeau, former head of the 
National Center for Space Studies, the 
French equivalent of NASA 

They formed a 12-member "Commit
tee for In-depth Studies," abbreviated as 
COMETA, which authored the report. 
Other contributors included a three-star 
admiral the national chief of police, and 
the head of a government agency studying 

the subject, as well as scientists and weap
ons engineers. 

Not only does the group stand by its 
findings, it is urging international action. 
The writers recommend that France es
tablish "sectorial cooperation agreements 
with interested European and foreign 
countries" on the matter of UFOs. They 
suggest that the European 
Union undertake diplomatic 
action with the United 
States "exerting useful 
pressure to clarify this cru
cial issue which must fall 
within the scope of political 
and strate~c alliances." 

Why might the United 
States be interested- albeit, 
privately- in a subject often 
met with ridicule, or consid
ered the domain of the irra
tional? 

For one thing, declassi
fied US government docu
ments show that unex
plained objects with ex
traordinary technical capa
bilities pose challenges to 
military activity around the 
globe. For example, US 
fighter jets have attempted 
to pursue UFOs, according 
to North American Aero
space Defense Command 
logs and Air Force docu
ments. Iranian and Peruvi
an air force planes attempt
ed to shoot down unidenti
fied craft in 1976 and 1980. 
Belgium F-16s armed with 
missiles pursued a UFO in 
1990. 

Further, the French re
port says that there have 
been "visits abQyuecret.in:.-

Like many. Miller says he worries that 
the lliilltary's lack of preparation for en
counters with unexplained craft could 
provoke dangerous confrontation when, 
and if, such an encounter occurs; "precipi
tous military decisions," he warns, ''may 
lead to unnecessary confusion, misappli
cation of forces, o~ possible catastrophic 

anyone under Its JUTISdiction ...: including 
pilots, civilian agencies, merchant marine 
captains, and even some fishing vessels -
for disclosing reports of sightings rel
evant to US security. 

Although researchers have been able 
to obtain some information through the 
Freedom of Information Act, many UFO 

COSTA RICAN l'tiO!O (AIIOVE); UPI 

- stallations and missile 
bases" and "military air
craft shadowed" in the Unit
ed States. 

.._.of.....,..WUFOs,t-..IIJ, .....,•c..tl.._........., ...... ll7l.r.,.r' 1• 

.. COM' of. report.., .. f ..... ..-..,; ... left,.,_.., Ollie, ..... llliii;, ... IWII,. 

.... sdlool ............... .... ; ..... ~ ........................ ltl7. 

Edgar Mitchell, the 
Apollo 14 astronaut who was 
the sixth man to walk on the 
moon, is one of many sup
porters of international co
operation on UFOs. Of the 
French report, he says, "It's 
significant that individuals 
of some standing in the gov-
ernment, military, and intel
ligence community in 
France came forth with 
this." 

Mitchell, who holds a 
doctorate from MIT in aero
nautics and astronautics, is 
convinced "at a confidence 
level above 90 percent, that · 
there is reality to all of this." 
He says, "People have been 
digging through the files 
and investigating for years 
now. The files are quite con
vincing. The only thing 
that's lacking is the official 
stamp." 

Mitchell joins five-star 
Admiral Lord Hill-Norton, 
thefurmerh~~ttyof 
Defense, in calling for congressional fact
finding hearings into the UFO question. 

Although Congress seems disinclined 
to pursue the matter, the public's interest 
in UFOs is undiminished. A ballot initia
tive underway in Missouri, certified by the 
secretary of state in March, urges Con
gress to convene hearings. The initiative 
states that "the Federal Government's 
handling of the UFO issue has contribut
ed to the public cynicism toward, and gen
eral mistrust of, government." 

US Naval Reserve Commander WJ.I.
lard H. Miller has long been communicat
ing this same concern to high level federal 
officials. With over 30 years in Navy and 
joint interagency operations with the De
fense Department, Miller has participat
ed in a series of previously undisclosed 
briefings for Pentagon brass about mili
tary policy regarding UFOs. 

consequences." 
And he says he is not alone in his con

cerns. "There are those in high places in 
the government who share a growing in
terest in this subject," Miller reports. 

If the US military is concerned about 
UFOs, it is not sa~g so publicly. l!ldeed, 

the French report chastises the United 
States for what it calls an "impressive re
pressive arsenal" on the subject, including 
a policy of disinformation and military 
regulations prohibiting public disclosure 
of UFO sightings. 

Air Force Regulation 200-2, "Uniden
tified Flying Objects Reporting," for ex
ample, prohibits the release to the public 
and the media of any data about "those ob
jects which are not explainable." An even 
more restrictive procedure is outlined in 
the Joint Army Navy Air Force Publica
tion 146, ~hich threatens to prosecute 

docume~ remain classified. 
In earlier decades, issues that remain 

pertinent today were openly discussed. In 
1960, for example, US Repre!!entative 
Leonard G. Wolf of Iowa entered an "ur
gent warning" from R. E . Hillenkoetter, a 
former CIA director and Navy vice admi
ral, into the Congressional Record that 
"certain dangers are linked with unidenti
fied flying objects." Wolf cited-General 
L. M. Chassin, NATO coordinator of Al
lied Air Service, warning that "If we per
sist in refusing to recognize the existence 
of the UFOs, we will end up, one fine day, 
by mistaking them for the guided missiles 
of an enemy - and the worst will be upon 
us." 

These concerns were taken seriously 
enough to be incorporated into the 1971 
US-Soviet "Agreement on Measures to 
Reduce the Outbreak of Nuclear War." 

(continued on page B) 
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trict Court Judge Stephen M. McNamee 
of Phoenix. On March 30, MeN amee con
cluded that "a reasonable search was con
ducted" even though no information was 
obtained, and he dismissed the case. 

The French report may open the door 
for nations to be more forthcoming once 
again. Chile, for example, is openly ad
dressing its own eoncerns about air safety 
and UFOs. The .- retired chief of the 
Chilean Air Force has formed a commit
tee with civil aviation specialists to study 
recent near-collisions of UFOs and civil
ian airliners. 

As the international conversation 
about UFOs unfolds, sightings continue, 
as they have for decades. Perhaps the 
most notable recent US sighting took 
place in March 1997. Hundreds of people 
across Arizona reported seeing huge tri
angular objects, hovering silently in the 
night sky- a sighting that, as the state's 
US Senator John McCain noted recently, 
has "never been fully explained." I 

- As recently as Jan. 5, four policemen 
at different locations in St. Claire County, 
Illinois, witnessed a huge, brightly light
ed, triangular craft flying and hovering at 
1,000 feet. One officer reported witness
ing extreme rapid motion by the craft that 
cannot be explained in conventional 
terms. Nearby Scott Air Force base and 
the Federal Aviation Administration pur
port to know nothing. 

The Defense Department maintains it 
can find no information acknowledging 
the existence of the triangular objects. In 
response to a suit by curio\lS Arizonans, it 
provided details of it.~~ to US Dis-

There is one government agency in the 
country that has taken steps to prepare 
for a UFO encounter. The Fire Officer's 
Guide to Disaster Control, second edition 
- used by the Federal Emergency Man
agement Agency and taught at the seven 
universities offering degrees in fire sci
ence - warns of "UFO hazards," such as 
electrical fields that cause blackouts, force 
fields, and physiological effects. 

"Do not stand under a UFO that is 
hovering at low altitudes," the book 
warns. "Do not touch or attempt to touch a 
UFO that has landed." 

The text :eaves little room for skepti
cism. John E. Mack, professor of psychia
try at Harvard University and a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author, stopped being 
skeptical a long time ago. 

"No culture from the beginning of 
time, no culture from anywhere on the 
planet, has ever voided the idea of all other 
intelligent life other than ourselves," he 
told a UFO conference at the New York 
Hall of Science two weeks ago. "That's ar
rogance." 

Leslie Kean is a freeW.nce journalist in til£ 
San Fmncisco Bay area. 
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;AJ~ .. :---? 
In the meantime, the 696th Air 

Intelligence Group at Fort Belvoir, 
Vtrginia continues to investigate 
new UFO observations. And, 
President Bill Clinton in 1999 
signed executive order #1298 to 
release all National Security Re
ports for 1975 and prior years. 

More recently, scientists from 
France, China, Russia, England, 
Spain, Israel, Mexico and the Unit
ed States have urged new scien
tific investigations of the ongoing 
UFO phenomenon. 

GEORGE D. FAWCEIT 
Lincolnton 
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Events in Roswell in 1947 
still fuel debate on UFOs 

BY MICHAD. KNOX neer with the Texas Highway De-
partment. . 

His background in engineering 
SALISBURY POST 

No matter what happened in was the basis for his lecture Sun
Roswell, N.M. - strange weath- day on "Underground Base~ 
er events, a crashed spaceship, a What's Under Our Feet." 
downed weather balloon or an ex- "He's an engineer by profes
perimental spy balloon- Dennis sion, and the construction of un
Balthaser knows the government derground bases would be withirl 
lied. his knowledge," said George 

"All I want is the truth," Lund, 57, of Charlotte, state di
Balthaser said. "If nothing hap- rector for MUFON. 
pened in Roswell, tell me ... but Members of MUFON believe it 
there h~ve already been four dif- was an alien vessel that crashed 
ferent reports on Roswell." in 1947. They believe the govern-

Among members of the Mutu- ment uses the extraterrestrial be
al UFO Network (MUFON), what- ings aboard to construct new tech
ever happened in Roswell in 1947 nology. 
began a long-running conspiracy. Balthaser said he nearly got 
The government's press release hold of some of that technology 
at the time stated that a saucer- while he was working at the mu
shaped vessel had crashed. Later setim in Roswell. · 
the object was identified as a ''We got a call from a guy in Ok-
weather balloon. lahoma about a piece of metal ... 

Balthaser spoke about Roswell believed to be from Roswell; and 
Sunday at ·a MUFON meeting a~ they couldn't cut it or burn it," he 
the Rowan County Agriculture said. 
Center. But Balthaser never got a loo.k 

Balthaser has been featured at the metal because of what h~ 
on MTV, "Dateline" and "Night- '- refers to as an "interception.". : 
line." Researcher, investigator "I couldn't make contact (Wit~ 
and lecturer on UFOs, he has also the IJN:lll) because I got intercept~ 
worked with the International _ed __ b_yj)ecmle_who said they_ wer_c! 
UFO Museum in Roswell. Earlier, · OSI (Office of Speciallnvestiga
he spent 33 years as a civil engi- tlQn) agenti, " Balthaser said. 

: ~':'The first thfttg they told me is 
'The gentleman you plan on see
i)ll{ isn't' gbilig to be here.' That 
so~ my attention." 
- :Whatever happened in Ros
Well, Balthaser· says those in
volved do not 'want to talk about 
it-_- lie said be has contacted peo
P.le 9/ho have told ·tum they aren't 
even· from Roswell until he tells 
them he's stating at their photos 
in the school yearbook. Then they 
say they don't want to talk about 
it. -
. But if aliens really landed in 

Roswell, wh-y wouldn't the gov
ernment disclose that informa-
tion? 

Crop circles appear close to home 
- ·"Control," Balthaser explained. 
"Why would the government take 
gUns? Control." 

·'Balthaser also believes that 
such knowledge would "upset the 
apple cart'' of nUI'nerous religions. 
But to him, the Bible seems to ver
ify the existinc~· of aliens. 

Bainbridge 
family farm is 
newest host to 
mysterious rings 
By RAMI YOAKUM 
Cazettc Staff Writer 

f3AINBRID GE - ET phone 
home! ? 

Love rs of mysteri e s and UFO 
enthusiasts take heed: Paranormal 
activity is a live and well just east of 
Bainbridge on US 50. 

O n the farm of Roscoe a nd 
Elizabe th Swartz three ge nuine 
crop ci rcles have appeared. They 
were d iscovered in a wheat field 
11w rsday by farme r Bob Mark -
who was baling hay at the time. 

Some possible - albeit maybe not 
plausible - reasons for their appear
ance include, but are not limited to: 
a li e ns, Druid s, Native American 
mysticism, the rece nt summer sol
s tice, or maybe they are simply the 
work of a resourcefu i and inventive 
prankster. 

Whatever the case may be , the 
Swartz's have but a short time to 
e njoy their circles: That field is 
scheduled to be cut today. 

"'There's no sign of machinery, 
bitt th_c:;y>re geoJTietdcally per~t.~ 
said ~oscoe; an. oral . ..Suri'eOtt:.. 
"Maybe it has to . ."po WI~ .SUIJl.ITier 
solstice." Evidence to the corrtrary 
is scarce, "I don't know how anyone 
could've gotten in or out ... noth
ing's knocked down and there are 
no tracks - it's a phenomenon we 
just can't explain," he added. . 

One of the circles is nearly 40 feet 

Staff photo 

Roscoe· and Eliz::tOetm'SWartz stand in ;the center of Dne o't three crop 
circles that ·n;ysre"l'lousJy a~·peared in a M1d on ·'their ·farm -'on 
Thursday. 

in diameter- but it is the other two 
that appear most inte resting. They 
contain an inner circle of almost 30! 
fee t in diamete r, and an outer"ring" 

of three feet in width that e ncom
passes the center circle. Two "con
centric circles·· if you wilL 
-- The trio of circles are just a few 

feet apart and are in an area not far 
from Seip Mound - where ancient 
earthworks once stood - before los
ing their battle with the plow, 
'The re's a lot of Indian lore about 
this area ___ "continued Roscoe . 

The Swartz family has lived on 
the farm for 31 years and have 
never seen anything like it "I think 
maybe we were invaded by Druids," 
Roscoe further hypothesized. 

According to Elizabeth and 
Roscoe, the circles are a welcome 
break: "Usually the biggest thing 
they find around here are marijuana 
plants - and no one knows where 
they come from either!" 

Roscoe said that whe n he first 
saw the circles he thought "What is 
this?" then spent some time making 
crude measurements and taking a 
few pictures before calling The 
Gazette. "Every now and then 
there's some goofy article like this 
in there- I thought it'd be fun _" 

Dale Mark was there continuing 
work on the hay baling process. 
"My wife said I'd been dreaming 
about UFOs," he said - before 
deciding it might be better not to go 
on. 

Elizabeth , who is an artist, was 
much more careful with her words. 
Unlike her husband she seemed 
dubious of committing herself to 
the question of their origins. 
"Whether it's a hoax or not it's still 
well done," she said, commenting 
somewhat reluctantly "I better not 
mention UFOs'" 

With · the· ha:y' scheduled to be 
baled today, and no explanation of 
their origins likely to come, for now 
Elizabeth and Roscoe can only pon
der the question "Where did they 
come from?" while the Bainbridge 
crop circles are soon to be another 
one of "History's Mysteries." 

"I don't have a problem with re
l1gion or UFOlogy because they 
go hand fu hand," Balthaser said. 

-He said at least four books are 
missing from the Bible, books that 
Baithaser believes discuss alien 
encounters. 

"There are a lot of references 
in the Bible that can be inter
preted in UFOlogy terms," he 
said. · 

Alan Caviness, who is studying 
to become a UFO investigator for 
MUFON, added his own thoughts: 

"The Bible indicates through
out the book that mankind is be
ing tampered with and seems to 
be in the middle of some kind of 
tug of war. It's hard to believe that 
something that's so global would 
be o~rlooked by Jesus ... All reli
gion started from the sky." 

Caviness is a believer because 
he has experienced the UFOs 
firsthand, he said. 
. "I know for a fact these UFOs 
exist, because I've seen them 
through my telescope," he said. 
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.. The TV special Alien Autopsy showed this image, claiming it was a 
documentary of an autopsy done by government doctors on the dead 
body of an alien said to have died during a mysterious 1947 aircraft 
crash in Nevada. 

The 1957 ...... 
sci-fi film 

Forbidden 
Planet 

creates 
v1ew 

By Dan McCue 
of the News staff 

VERO BEACH 
Ufologists, to that well-known 
phrase popularized by the 
comedian Rodney Dangerfield, 
get no respect. Nq respect at 
all. · 

Fifty-seven years after a 
pilot named Kenneth Arnold 
reported a formation of nine 
disc-shaped objects flying 
above the cascade mountain 
range in Washington state, and 
the "Roswell incident,' just a 
week after, blasted the subject 
into our collective conscious
ness, true believers in flying 
saucers and extraterrestrial 
contact remain on the fringes 
of society . 

But a group that's been qui
etly meeting in Vero Beach the 
past eight years is hoping to 
change all that. They're called 
the Florida UFO Research and 
Study Group ... or FURST, and 
their long-range goil is to t 
establish a UFO museum and 
education center on the 
Treasure Coast. 

"Basically, we're here to dis
seminate inform'ation and the 
trutil," said Susan Sunset, 

' . · dilectw,:and fq.un.d~r ~f 
FURS'"JI' ~lOre their ~t 

. )," ~~Q~~~ - - - .-----.-~ 

·1,' -:r..-;,:',..- ... ";: ·' ... · 
-., . l ;~ ~$.. '~· 

Sunset (yes, that's her real 
name), said she became inter
ested in the subject herself after 
seeing an Unidentified Flying 
Object while :on a family trip to 
Acapulco, ~xico, in 1966. 

A yoga inatructor by profes
sion, Suilset said the more she 
learned about UFOs and what 
she and_her fellow FURST 
members describe as the "vast 
government conspiracy" to 
cover them up, the more she 
wanted to talk about them. 

In the late 1980s, she began 
teaching classes on "Ufology," 
as the concentration is known, 
in Stuart, Ver.-> and Cocoa 
Beach. A few years later, in· 
1992, she hit upon the idea for 
a formal study group and · 
placed an advertisemen.t in 
Treasure Coast newspapers. 

"After that, I felt like.my cup 
runneth over,'' Sunset said. "I 
couldn't believe the response." 

So many people showed up 
on a regular basis that she soon 
had to move the meetings from 
the new-age coffee shop that 
had agreed to lend her space to 
the Indian River 'County Main 
Library. . · 

It was tl;tefe. tliat 

, . contacts made and gQvcmment at.: 
·; tempts to "hide the ·truth about 

• -1 extraterrestrial intelligence," in 
Sunset's yvords. 

Also on tap for most meeting 
are brief movie p~ntations bear
ing such titles as &yond The Ros
well Files; The Tnitb ShaJI Set 
You-flee ·and The Vp1us Project: 

On this given night the movie 
was ~t Ut~dctJ!olind Bases, 
witlt1m accompanying chat with 
author and researcher Bill Hamil
ton. 

Non-members are admitted to 
, .. ..,. 

A foreboding sign greets those 
who Qare near Area 51, a se
cret military base in Nevada 
considered by some as the 
government's storehouse of 
al ien-ionformation. 

meetings free, but those who pay 
the group's annual $35 member
ship fee also get to borrow books 
on UFOs and related subjects 
from· -'its extensive private library 
and tQ ·attend an additional meet
ing each month to delve more 
deeply into their colleCtive pas
sion. 

One longtime attendee and 9 
(continued on psge 10) 
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FURST member is "Cosmic" 
Connie Blizzard of Fort Pierce. 

"It's hard to say ~t·· 
about this without sounding fool. 
ish, but I _guess the main ~n I • 
keep- comtng are the v~ spiritual 
and enBghtened people·I ve met ·at 
these Oleetitigs," she said. · · 

"I get a lot of nourishment, 
both spiritwWy and intelledU&lly, 
out rl .these p:aeetings," · Blizzard 
continued. "We all . Wee-minded 
~~:· "' .· 

photocopies of contact accounts, 
Sunset explained that far frQJn be
ip.~ "oilt there," FURST ab.d itsn 
members are actually "very 
grounded." 

"Florida is actually a tremen
dous location for UFO sightings," 
said Sumet? who maintains the 
grqup's •. aightina hot .line at (561) 
569-1421. "There have been over 
100 over the past several years, 
mainly in farm country, the Ever
glades and near Lake Okeechobee. 

· But what happens is, people doubt 
their sanity. They've seen a ctaft 
but don't understand it; they fear 
it when it could just be some kind 
of new g~>Vernment ~ology. 

:' :James Jto~ nei:qtive ·di
rectot... of ~ Sbuth, Florida Sci
ence t Museum ih ,· West Palm 
~ believes the public's contin
ui.rlg :fascination wtth UFOir .and 
extraterrestrials -stems ftotn a 
~eep-seaf:ed ·need not to feel alone 
m the uruverse. 

"Its more hm to have neigh
~ from outer space than it i'$ to 
~ all by :~lves,'' he said 'd\Jr· 
mg an intcrnew Flt the museum. 
"We are, after all, a social s~ies. 
We want to mix with others. 1 

"SOmetimes ·th~ hi't, · sbtne
times they're not," Sunset contin
ued. "Our job is to help people 
ground themselves and make_a ra
tionale decision about what 
they'v~ seen. 

U.S. Army Major Jesse Marcel examines the wreckage of a mys
terious aircraft that crashed in Roswell, ~. M., in July, 1947. The 
incident's long been credited as being a downed UFO, despite 
dissenters claims that it was a fallen weather balloon. 

This photo, · supposedly taken 
of an alien _who died during the 
Roswell crash, stands as proof 
to believers of Intelligent life 
beyond the stars. 

. .. ~--~ re'l~ ·. that . 
he"sd~be~-:-_, , , •. ~··:. 

"Oli, come look at this," she 
said, suddenly moving toward the 
paraphernalia table. "This is the 
1ndoct!'ination of America." . 

:· "·'~J acro:s .h{table were 
alien dolls of every description, a 
Fris~ -:-.likely the flrSt commer
cial prod~ inspifed by the UFO 
cra2Je of the 1950s ~ and even a 
tdll.ofafien 'toilet paper, 

" Right now, our membership fees But don't say that to Ken all we could come up with was the 
are basically covering our day-to- · Roberts, an Englishman who has vacuum tube. But. they tore that 
day expenses." live~ in Vero Bea~h the ·past 15 . wreckage apart, and as a result, 

"My fee~ is ,the distances .to 
come here~ ~ . ~ great .aoo·· th~ 
technology -~to· do it 'liZ> 1id,• 
v~ ~t ~ bUzzina . the 
~-~ rcitSat basis j\mt aren't _ 

' . { ., 

years. we've: got everything from the In

Roberts, a delightful man 
given to loud tropical shirts, said 
there are so many planets in the 
univetse it's simply impossible that 
we are all alone. 

ternet to lasers_'' 

But wasn't he ever the least bit 
skeptical of .these ideas, Roberts 
was asked . . · 

very.Jibly,,.~ . . '. 
"' . I .. 

. "I cannot -accept that beings 
ftom:OUtet sJj8C.e ~ exJfeirlamtall 
of their reso~ t.O 4fli.W' .. 'Cirtles 
in. our! a'Opl {~ .• .ta·. abdUct Mid
western f&r'lllllh frotn their · trac
toh, tb- >~.·medical- e,q,m.. 
meftta,~~ . · ~-" . •• 

, ·. "the ,next generation will ad
JJISt." ·Sunset said. "Because of 
pr.oductll like t~se, they will ac
<;;Cpt 'that theiCl are alicfus and that 
they are atready he~." 

Tlie two unwaveri~g · convic
tions of Sunset and the members 
of FURST appear to be . that ex
traterrestrials are holding humans 
in a kind of quarantine tmtil we 
evolve into a kinder and gentler 
race, and that mishaps like the 
purported UFO crash in Roswell, 
N.M., on July 4~ 1947, have , 
turned out to be of great benefit to 
us. 

At the South Florida Science 
Museum, Rollings . said he sees 
these beliefs as a byproduct of our 
own desire to' "become Something 
better.'1 

"That's why I've always had 
an interest in this subject," he said. 
"That's why I'm very glad· I 
joined. We've had some amazing 
s'peakers and ftlrns and seen all 
kinds of photographs the govern
ment refuses to release. 

"You've' got- to be skeptical... 
. about any subject," he replied. 
'Then you make up your own 
mind.'' . 

With that, Roberts turned his 
attention · to Sunset, who had 
started · tlie , meeting and was 
speaking at the front of the room. 

'But · ttmt~ ~' tWbat -
bers of FLJRST . betieve - and 
then . Sonie. · Slo'Wirll 7 a few 
fli'St-time 'Jtisitort to ·one af -.eVerat 
tab lei>. eovered . with UFO. photo
graphs, toys, paraphernalia aud 

Sally BUhlet., the -gtoup'-s as
sistant director and a Vero Beach 
resklen(, said the ,dream of estab
tildllng a fortnal- museum is . still in 
the "liaby steps" stage. 

"It's dur dream · and otlr goal; 
but as we speak, we haven't yet 
started· a ,museum fund," she said. 

.. In a way, you could say these 
'advanced beings' are a symbol of 
what F,ople want our own future 
to be, ' he said, 

" You know, there are aliens 
working in the Pentagon," Rob
erts added without missing a beat. 
"That's where all your new tech
nology is coming from. Until 
rancher Mac Brazal called author
ities to report the Roswell crash, 

A moment later be leaned over 
and whispered his last words on 
the subject. 

"If you don't have your skepti
cism," Roberts said, "you're liable 
to believe anything.'' 

~This laser 
0 

; show is 
:E 

~no UFO 
~ 
1 But sky watchers 
~ are in for a thrill 
~ By Rod Hafemeister 
5 Belleville News-Democrat 
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. Those bright lights in the skies 
over Highland and Lebanon 
tonight aren't a real UFO - they're 
just playing one for television. 

A Chicago-based company will 
be lighting the sky with a high-pow
ered laser tonight in the same areas 
where several observers spotted a 
mysterious flying object early in 
the .morning 
of Jan. 5. 

"It's bright. 

You're going to 

see it for at 

"My under
standing is, 
we're tracing 
the path of a 
'lBl.for a Dis-

covery Chan- least a coup.le 
nel program," 
said Reid Nof-
singer, of of miles away." 
Strictly FX. 
"That's all I 
know." 

Nofsinger 
was in 
Nashville, 
Tenn., on Fri
day doing a 
laser show for 

Reid Nofsinger, 
'M!ose company will 
beam a laser over the 
metro-east tonight for 
a program on UFOs 

the city's Arena Football team. 
But early this evening, he will be 

outside Lebanon, setting up a large 
YAG (ytterbium aluminum garnet) 
laser for the first of two perfor
mances for the cameras. 

"'t's a 50-watt, green-light laser. 

n you were a foot away, it would 
bum a hole in your band - it real
ly starts losing' power once it gets 
100 feet away," he said. "But it's 
bright. You're going t-o see it for at 
least a couple of miles away." 

The laser is so br1ght that Nof
singer was required to notify the 
Federal Aviation Administration, 
which issued warnings to pilots on 
Friday to stay out of the areas when 
the lasers were~perating. _ 

According to the notice, the 
laser will be near Lebanon between 
8 and 9 p.m. It will be operating 
near Highland between 11 p.m. and 
1 a.m. Sunday. 

The laser requires a generator 
and a portable cooling system. 

"We'll either set it up on the 
ground or we'll set it up in the back 
of the truck and open the gate," 
Nofsinger said. 

Strictly FX is a full-service the
atrical effects company, doing fire, 
wind, snow and other effects 
besides laser shows, he said. 

The metro-east gained national 
attention in January when experts 
said the number of observers and 
similarity of their reports made it 
likel they actually saw something 
ifl the metrO-east skies. 

A civilian in Highland and police 
officers from Lebanon, Shiloh, Mill
stadt and Dupo reported seeing a 
triangular or arrowhead shape with 
three bright lights flying overhead. 

Although some people speculat
ed the object could have been some 
kind of secret military aircraft, offi
cials at Scott Air Force Base denied 
any knowledge, pointing out that 
Scott is not home to any units that 
would be involved in testing such 
aircraft. 

On Friday, . a Scott spokesman 
said base leaders were hoping the 
laser show wouldn't bring another 
rash of UFO reports. 

"Those lasers won't be emanat
ing from Scott and they have no 
military involvement," said 2nd Lt. 
Jillian Torango. 

! 'X .. Ffle$' Case 
~ Lands in Va. 
C) 
C) 

~ Gilmore Sued Over UFO ~Invasion' 
ci 
N By PAinuCIA DAVIS 

~ Washington Post Staff Writer 
:::J .., 

Larry W. Bryant has a court case 
that could have ramifications way g beyond Alexandria-way, way be-
yond. 

c Bryant believes that people who 
0 claim they were abducted by extra
a terrestrials should have their day in 
c court. In an effort to force a hearing 
~ on the issue, the city resident and 
ca two other Vrrginians have filed a 
3: lawsuit against Gov. James S. Gil
..,: more ill (R) in Alexandria. 
en In the lawsuit, the trio argues 
0 that the governor has ignored an 
a.. important public safety issue and 

has a legal obligation "to identify, 
assess and repel this clandestine in
vasion within Vrrginia." 

"Yet, in direct dereliction of du
ty," the lawsuit filed in Alexandria 
Circuit Court charges, "he refuses 
even to acknowledge the existence 
of the 'invasion.' " 

A spokesman for the Vrrginia at
torney general's office would not 

neighborhoods, homes and cars. Bryant-along 
with Gretchen Condon, of Hampton, and Evelyn 
J. Goodwin, of Newport News-believes that 
citizens deserve to know what the government 
knows and that the issue deserves more in
vestigation. 

Among other things, they want the court to 
order Gilinore to: 
• Convene a special state grand jury, ll!!..der the 
Alexandria court's jurisdiction, to investigate 
the scope, impact, perpetrators and methodolo
gy of "this clandestine invasion." 
• Appoint a state police task force to analyze 
and publish all available intelligence on the sub
ject. 
• Direct the Vtrginia National Guard to estab-

comment on the allegations. : But 
David Botkins said the lawsuit will 
receive the attention it deserves. 
"We have turned this case over tO 
our 'X-Files' department," be said. 

Bryant said he has been unable 
to find a lawyer willing to take the 
case, but he is prepared to argue it 
himself. The retired soldier said he 
has been involved.in "the politics of 
UFO research" for more than 40 
years and directs, from his Al
exandria home, the Washington of
fice of Citizens Against UFO Secre
cy, a public interest organization 
with about 10,000 e-mail subscrib
ers nationwide. 

"'t deserves a fair hearing," said 
Bryant, 62. "' believe that the UFO 
subject has serious merit and that 
witnesses are telling the truth as 
they see it." 

The lawsuit, which was filed 
June 5, is filled with talk of mysteri
ous "flying triangles" and the ab
duction of citizens from their 

!ish and operate a quick-reaction force to repel 
"these non-human/humanoid/alien entities yet 
to be apprehended and brought to justice." 
• Afford to invasion victims the same victims
rights counseling; comtort and protective meas
ures as any other victim of criminal activity. 

H they get their hearing, Bryant said, he will 
introduce e:xlul>its to document the current in
vasion. How the court rules could have, well, far
reaching implications. 

"Whatever the court decides in this case may 
affect how all Earth governments [and society] 
treat the UFO problem from here on out," Bry
ant said. 

Or not. 10 
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Some new findings could detail the location of a pllot who mysteriously disappeared in 1978. 
z 
a: 

" 0 Plane's location 
() 
() 
() 
N 

.,.: believed found 

.! By RICK BAYNE 
~ and PAT CONNELLY 
a; UFO investigators are calling for 
;::, an underwater search off the coast 
c( near Apollo Bay to solve the mys-

tery surrounding the disappear
~ ance of pilot Frederick Valentich. 
0 The move follows the release of 
t; new evidence from three people 
- who were rabbit hunting in the 
> area at the time, which may help 
-
0 

unravel the 21-year-old IJlystery. 

0 
The trio's information has backed 

.a Mr Valentich's reports of a green 
E light hoverin~ over his plane mo
llS ments before 1t disappeared. 
E It is now believed the plane 
'- crashed into the ocean south-east 
~ of Cape Marengo minutes after 

losing radio contact. c The reaearchers believe they 
a:: have tracked the final descent of 
c( the plane and have called for an 
Q underwater search to find the 
Z wreckage. 

~ ti~o=pcs~r~ve~ 
described as one of the most in
triguing aviation mysteries since 
the vanishing of Amelia Earhart in 
1937. 

Victorian UFO Research Society 
investigator Paul Nerman and fel
low researcher Richard F. Haines 
have detailed statements from 
three people who saw what hap
pened to Mr V alentich and his 
light f.lane on the evening of Octo
ber 2 ,1978. 

Writing a 15-page summary in 
the latest issue of the Journal of 
Scientific Exploration, the duo say 
the witnesses saw an aeroplane 
-deseen~ downward at a ste.!p 
angle with a much larger object 
with green lights flyirtg just above 
it. 

In their article, they plot the 
most probable flight path. The new 

Paul Nonnan: ... rch planned. 
information and Mr Valentich's 
•own in-flight reporting of sighting 
events" lead them to conclude the 
blue-and-white plane and pilot 
probably crashed into the sea -oo
tween three and 12 miles" off Cape 
Marengo. 

Now the society is seeking spon
sors to launch an underwater 
search for the wreckage. 
~s is the first time we have 

been able to plot what happened 
based on circumstantial evidence," 
Mr Norman said. 

"Now we want to follow that 
through and the next step is a 
search." 

Mr Norman interviewed the rab
bit hunters near Apollo Bay in 
1998 and this week released the 
details of the inyestigation. 

The trio, a man and his two 
nieces, had seen an aircraft and 

Dad hunted for clues 
FREDERICK Valentich's father 
Guido had never given up in the 
search for clues to solve the 
disappearance of his son. 

Mr Valentich joined the 
Victorian UFO Research Society 
shortly after hU son's 
disa'pearance in 1978. He 
continued to work with 
scientiats and UFO researchers 
in trying to IUUIWer the my.tery . 

Mr Valentich died in April. 
Victorian UFO Society 

investiptor Paul Norman said 
Mr Valentich bad been aware of 
the developments in the case. 

"He wu reconciled to the fact 
that Frederick was not alive." 

the green light that Mr V alentich 
had radioed seeing in the sky to 
the south-west. 

Mr Norman said the man, who 
wanted to remain anonymous, had 
told people of the strange incident 
the next mornin~ but dropped the 
subject to avoid ndicule. 

Years later he mentioned the in
cident to a policeman, who in
formed Guido V alentich, the father 
of the missing man. 

Both women gave the same basic 
details as their uncle. 
~ey saw both the lights of a 

small aircraft and a very large 
green light travelling directly 
above it," Mr Norman said. 

"Both the airplane and the ac
companying light (which appeared 
to fly parallel with the Cessna) 
seemed to descend at an apparent 
30 to 40 degree angle. • 

The witnesses never saw the air
plane strike the ground or the sea. 
The new evidence supports details 
of a 13-minute audio tape of Mr 
Valentich's final radio messages. 

' . ' 

Although there were too many 
unknowns to calculate a definite 
flight path, Mr Norman said it was 
possible to estimate the position of 
the Cessna. 

No wreckage has been found, 
which Mr Norman said supported 
the theory that the plane crashed 
in the ocean and not on land. 

"We may never know exactly 
what happened to Frederick Valen
tich. Nevertheless, an· attempt 
should be made to locate the air
plane. An underwatet - search 
should be mounted, despite the 20 
years that have elapsed Iince the 
event took place: he said. 

Fin_ar min.utes of Valentich's fateful fltght into folklo're 
. . 

A 13-MINUTE recording of messages 
sent between pilot Frederick Valentich · 
and air traftie controllers on October 21, 
1978, sparbd huge interest in hia 
disappearance. 

the final moments of the radio 
conversation between the pilot and 
controllers. 

engine is rough idling, fve got it set at 
23-24 and the thing is coughing. 
FllPt service: Delta Sierra Juliet

Roger, what are your intentions? 

In the official traliscript, Mr V alentich 
queetiona whether any other aircraft 
were in the area. 

Valentich: Melbourne, would you know 
what kind of aircraft fve got? Is it a 
military aircraft? 

Valentich: My intentions are ... ah . . 
to go to King Island ... ah. . . Melbourne. 
That strange aircraft is hovering on top 
of me again. (open microphone for two 
seconds) It is hovering and it is not an 
aircraft. 

Flight ~~ervice: Delta Sierra Juliet, 
confirm the, er, airc1:_aft just vanished. 

Valentich: Say again. He told CCIIltrofiers he waa being 
followed by a large aircraft with four 
bright lights. 
Mr V alentich said' the other aircraft 

seemed to be -playing some sort of game". 
~e's flying over me two . . . three 

times at a time at speeds I could not 
identify: he said. 

Flipt service: Delta Sierra Juliet, is 
the aircraft still with you? 

Valentich: Delta Sierra Juliet- (open 
microphone for two seconds) it's now 
approaching from the south-west. 

Flight service: Delta Sierra Juliet. 
Valentich: Delta Sierra Juliet. 

The following is a verbatim record of 
Flight service: Delta Sierra Juliet. 
Valentich: Delta Sierra Juliet, the 

Melbourne. (open microphone for 17 
seconds.) 

The transmission was ended by a 
prolonged and unexplained metallic 
sound. 

ADVERTISER, Rugby, England - March 2, 2000 ~Borqesley 
..: triangle More people spot UFOs 

FOLLOWING'the mysteri
ous siting of an alien air
cmli two weeks ago by a 
Rugby couple, further 
unaccountable observa
t_ions have also been made 
(vithin the local area. 

The first siting was 
reported by Simon Watts, 
of King Edward Road, 
Rugby, who glimpsed a 
metallic diamond shape in 
the sky in the area of 
Frankton, on Sunday, 
February 13, while driving 
home. 

More recently. an unex
plained observation was 
made Mike Harris and his 
wife Pam, of Rodney 
Close, Bilton, while dri
ving home from Stratford. 

The siting took place last 
Wednesday evening at 

about I 0. 15 pm as the cou
ple travelled along the A45 
near to Cawston. 

Mr. Harris told the 
Advert iser: ·· I was sitting 
in the passenger seat when 
I saw some large triangular 
orange lights in my wing 
mirror, they were there for 
a while and then disap
peared. 

"My wife, who must 
have gl impsed the same 
lights in the rear view mir
ror, turned and asked me if 
I had also seen them." 

Mr. Harris added: "At 
first we thought it may 
have been an emergency 
vehicle or a griller, but 
nothing drove past us and 
there was no way any vehi
cle could tum ofT anywhere 
on the A45 . · 

"I am very sceptical 
about UFOs and such 
things, but I really do have 
no explanation for what I 
saw." 

Geoffrey Brownlow, 
who has been a local UFO 
investigator in 
Warwickshire for two 
years, said: "Since the ini
tial report was made by Mr. 
Watts, I have been contact
ed by a couple of other 
people who have also wit
nessed similar sitings. 

"The SiiDe metallic sil
ver diamond shape was 
also spotted in Lower 
Hillmorton Road ·on the 
same evening and is 
desCribed as travelling very 
fast before 'switching 
ofT'." 

Mr Brownlow added: 

""And a further report has 
also reached me about the 
diamond shape being seen 
close to the A45 near 
Binley Woods. 

"At the moment I am 
waiting to hear back from 
the local air traffic control 
and busy logging all the 
relevant information, 
which will then be sent to 
the International UFO 
Centre in Manchester. 

"It would be impossible 
to say what these are sight
ings of and I do keep an 
open mind. But consider
ing the speed and the 
abrupt change of course, it 
is clear that whatever they 
are, they are' extremely 
advanced pieces of 
machinery." said M'"-
Brownlow. 

~ -· 

~mystery 
::E ET dropped into Redditch 

1 the other day, or so it is 
'0 claimed, after a man saw a 
c: strange triangular object 
as hovering near Bordesley 
Q Garage on the Birmingham 
C: Road. 
W The UFO was apparently 
.s:£ spotted by a man at 7.25pm 
~ on Tuesday, February 22, 
:;::; hovering 25 metres above 
oO the ground. 
G) Now a research group 
a:: would like to hear of any 

other close encounters in 
~ the Redditch or 
W Alvechurch area. 
en People who have had sim
j: ilar out-of-this-world expe· 
a:: riences 11re asked to 
~ contact John Hanson or 
Q Dawn Holloway at PO Box 
c( 6371, Birmingham, B48 

7RW. 

Mr Norman said he believed the 
witnesses' evidence, existing flight 
paths and Mr Valentich's radio 
messages made it possible to ap
proximate the site, even account
mg for tidal movements. 

He said the society was seeking 
sponsorship to launch SOD'ar, 
scuba, computer or other underwa
ter searches. 

Mr Norman, who JQigrated from 
the USA 37 ye&nl ago, iii a long
time member of the Victorian UFO 
Reeearch Society. His research 
partner, Dr Haines, is a member of 
the International Society of Air 
Safety Investigators. 

8 Man makes 
N 

.c:i 
G) 
u. 

another 
UFO claim 

1 THE RASH of unexplained 
'0 lights in the skies over 
c: Tays~de in recent days has 
..! prompted a puzzled o Perthshire man to speak 
u about hi s own UFO 
en experience. 
of The man . who lives in 
G> Inchyra in the Carse of 
'0 Gowrie, but asks not to be 
§ named, said he saw what 
Q seemed to be a cigar-shaped 

_ object flying in bright sun
a:: shme short1y before noon 
W on Tuesday last week. 
~ He described the object 
t-- as silver, with four or five ffi black markings on the side. 
> "It seemed to be at about 
Q 5000 feet , possibly lower, 
C and it was flying slowly. I 
-D couldn't see any sign of 

wings or a tail ," he sat d. 
a:: The UFO remained in 
!:!:! view for several minutes 
a:: and the man had time to get S a pair of binoculars to get a 

0 
closer look. 

However, he had no ex
planation for what it might 
have been and his calls to 
RAF Leuchars and Tayside 
Police were unable to solve 
the mystery. 

He added, "Police said it 
might have been a plane 
with the sun reflecting on it. 
but it was not hing like a 
plane." 11 
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ELAINE REVEALS MANY SHOCKING UFO ENCOUNTERS 

THE TRUTH IS OUT THERE: Could Elaine King have been abducted by aliens? G3003001 

Aliens abducted me, 
says Tetney woman 
A TETNEY woman 
claims to have had an 
alien abduction ex
perience in which she 
sa w beings examinin g 
the insides of another 
human. 

Forty-year-old Elaine King, 
of Tetney Lock, believes that 
she was transported from her 
bed to an alien space ship that 
was constructed entirely of a 
steel-like material. 

It happened at 9.30am over a 
week ago. 

Miss King explained: "I was 
in bed and felt myself getting 
weaker and weaker, like I was 
collapsing. The next thing I 
knew, I was in this corridor." 

While on board the alien 
ship she opened a door and 
was shocked to find a human 

By Lisa Bingham 

male "spread-eagled" on a 
table, while aliens "peeled 
back his skin to look at his 
insides" . 

"There was a female being, 
who was milky white and 
wearing some sort of wig, I 
think it was to try and make 
her look less frightening, and 
more human. 

"She communicated to me, 
telling me not to worry about 
my cats and dog, that they 
would be looked after. 

"She didn't speak to me in 
words, just put these thoughts 
in my head. She didn't scare 
me, I think she was trying to 
help," said Miss King. 

She said she thought she 
was going to die, but the next 
thing she knew she was back 

ADVERTISER, Rugby, England - Feb. 24, 2000 

in her bed and only ll-and-a
half minutes had passed. · 

"I was so shocked to be 
back, I thought I was gone for 
good," she said. 

Miss King said she knows 
people will perceive her as 
"mad" but she honestly 
believes it was an abduction 
attempt. 

She claims to have had 
many "alien" encounters, 
including seeing unearthly 
lights in the sky, having out
of-body experiences, hearing 
unexplained humming, and 
seeing UFOs while out riding 
her pony. 

"Aliens are everywhere, I 
am sure of it. I look at the 
stars at night, and think 
'Where are you?' It 'doesn't 
scare me and I am not worried 
about them coming back. I 

Strange object in the sky 
AN ALIEN aircraft was spotted in the 
sky recently by a local man as he trav
elled with his girlfriend back to his 
home in Rugby. 

Simon Watts, 24 and his partner 
Lisa Clements, of King Edward 
Road, both glimpsed what they 
believe to be a UFO on Sunday, 
February 13, between 6.30pm and 
7.30pm. 

The couple were driving down the 
84453 towards Rugby near Bourton 
on Dunsmore and Frankton when 
they saw the unexplained flying 
object in the sky above them." · 

"Lisa was driving and saw the 
UFO and she shouted to me, I looked 
up and within a few seconds it was 
gone." said Simon. 

"The UFO seemed to be flying to 
the ground at about 45 degrees, then 
suddenly changed direCtion and with
in a blink it was gone - all I was left 
looking at was a star." 

Simon added: "The UFO looked 
like it was some sort of diamond 
shape, the surface had very bright 
metallic look, which gave off a very 
bright blue and white shine. 

"In the middle I saw a reddish pink 
light which was either hexagonal or 
diamond - there ·also seemed to be 
hazy white glow around the outside 
of the object." 

Simon is not willing to let the mat
ter drop and has already contacted the 
local traffic air control and the 
Ministry of Defence to find out if 

they were conducting any manoeu
vres that evening. 

"There is no doubt in my mind that 
I saw something and it did not look at 
all conventional. 

"The whole experience left me 
feeling really strange and I will never 
forget it - I wanted it to come back!" 
said Simon. 

Mr. Geoffrey Brownlow, who has 
been a local UFO investigator in 
Warwickshire for two years, said: "It 
is very interesting to receive news of 
such sitings and to carry out investi
gations. We are not sure what these 
sitings are - maybe they are from 
another planet or alternatively they 
could be secret weapons." 

just know they are out there, I 
really believe it." 

Miss King's "abduction" 
experience happened the 
same day a fruiterer from 
Grimsby's Freeman Street 
saw what he believes was a 
UFO hovering in the sky 
above Willingham Street, as 
reported in the Grimsby 
Telegraph last Friday. 

Thirty-seven-year-old Tony 
Kelsey claimed he saw a pure 
white unearthly object still in 
the sky. And investigations 
with the RAF revealed they 
did not have any aircraft in 
the area at that time. 

Anyone who has a view
point on Miss King's story. or 
has had a similar experience 
themselves, contact: 
lisa . bingham ra ~;rimsbytelegraph. co . uk 

The truth is out there' 

~ 

Amazed by 
sighting of 

a UFO 
-6. DID anyone see the UFO that left 
c one woman amazed at around 
UJ 10.20pm on Tuesday week? i Arnie Wragg, from Forest Town, 
~ was given the shock of her life 
i after being alerted by a high 
2 pitched buzzing noise, whilst 
c staying at her boyfriend 's house at 
~ Eakring Road, M ansfield. 
(.) For when she looked to see 

where the bizarre sound was com
ing . from, she was horrified to be 
confronted by an unusual shiny 
round object with lights on, not far 
off the ground. 

After watching the object disap
pear into the distance, Arnie said 
she noticed it had left behind a 
·sickening' strong smell of sul
phur burning. 

12 
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Grimsby UFO sightings 
shocks fruit & veg man 
A FRUITERER In Grlmsby's 
Freeman Street saw what 
he believes was a UFO 
hovering In the sky above 
the town. 

Tony Kelsey, 37, claimed 
he saw a pure white unearthly 
object still in the sky. 

Investigations with the RAF 
revealed they did not have 
any aircraft in the area at that 
time. 

Now a local woman has 
come forward saying that on 
the same day she had an 
alien abduction experience 
in wh ich she saw beings · 
examining the insides of 
another human. 

Transported 
Elaine King, 40, of Tetney 

Lock, believes that she was 
transported from her bed to an 
alien space ship that was 
constructed entirely of a steel
like material. 

It happened at 9.30am about 
a week ago. 

Miss King explained: "I was 
in bed and felt myself getting 
weaker and weaker,like I was 
collapsing. 

"The next thing I knew, I was in 
this corridor." 

She added : "She 
communicated to me, telling me 
not to worry about my cats and 
dog, that they would be looked 
after. 

"She didn't speak to me in 
words, just put these thoughts 
in my head. She didn't scare 
me, I think she was trying to 
help," said Miss King. 

She said she thought she 
was going to die, but the next 
thing she knew she was back in 
her bed and only 1 ·, -and-a-half 
minutes had passed. 

"I was so shocked to be back, 
I thought I was gone for good," 
she said. 

Miss King said she knows 
people will perceive her as 
"mad" but she honestly 
believes it was an abduction 
attempt. 

Unexplained 
She claims to have had 

many "alien" encounters , 
including seeing unearthly 
lights in the sky, having out-of
body experiences, hearing 
unexplained humming, and 
seeing UFOs while out riding 
her pony. 

While on board the alien ship 
she opened a door and was 
shocked to find a human male 
"spread-eagled" on a table, 
while aliens "peeled back his 
skin to loOk at his insides". 

Aliens abducting In Gr/msby- whatever next? 

She added: "Aliens are 
everywhere, I am sure of it. I 
look at the stars at night, and 
th ink 'Where are you? ' It 
doesn't scare me and I am not 
worried about them coming 
back. I just know they are out 
there, I really believe it. " 

"There was a female being, 
who was milky white and 
wearing some sort of wig, I think 

it was to try and make her look 
less frightening , and more 
human. 

EVENING HERALD, Plymouth, England· March 25, 2000 

Nig,,el's book 
lifts·li·d on 
early close 
encounters 

• by NEIL SHAW 

A PLYMOUTH expert on UFO sightings has 
written a book about slghtings of phantom 
airships around the"time of World War One. 

Nigel Watson, the Herald's Colebrook 
community corespondent, has taken a 
historical look at what people thought of 
lights in the sky before sci-fi films 
introduced the idea of alien encounters. 

Nigel said that between 1909 and 
1919 the most widespread 
explanation was Invasion by German 
airships. 

He said: " Back then, people knew 
about the idea of aliens from HG 
Wells' War of the Worlds, but it 
wasn't a huge part of the cultural 
background. 

" People were more concerned 
about new flying technology, 
particularly German airships, and I 
have collected news coverage of 
literally thousands of sightings of so
called phantom airships. 

" It started in the UK but quickly 

spread to New Zealand, where they 
thought the Germans were taking 
cruisers up to their shores and 
launching Zeppelins from there." 

In the US, strange lights were 
usually put down to the flying 
inventions of American 
entrepreneurs. 

Nigel said: " It is fascinating to see 
the way people explained strange 
lights in the sky. Today, .People 
automatically assume aliens; back 
then, the Germans were a real threat, 
so that is what people feared. 

" Winston Churchill used sightings 

in 1912 to push for greater defences 
against air attack, when he was First 
Lord of the Admiralty. 

" It's been a lot of work putting this 
together but I think the end result is 
fascinating. " 

Nigel, of Colebrook, has written a 
number of books in the past, 
including Portraits of Alien 
Encounters and a look at the sci-fi 
work of Hollywood movie director 
Steven Spielberg. 

His latest book, Scareship Mystery, 
costs £9.95 and is available from 
local bookshops. 

THE TRUTH 
IS OUT 
THERE: Nigel 
Watson with 
his book 
Picture Lucy Blake 

OX67715 
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PICK OF THE GALLERIES Tales of unexpected visitors 
Witness 
Artange~ London 

Last year at Delfina, Susan Hiller 
presented five floor-to-ceiling 
projections showing film extracts 
of adolescent girls exercising 
telekinetic powers. Hiller's in
terest seemed partly to be in an 
audience's wish for such strange 
powers to exist. "Witness" ex
plores a related territory. 

The installation is located in a 
disused Baptist Chapel. The up
stairs space is dimly lit. but glow-

ing lights attract you towards the 
middle of the space which is dom
inated by hundreds of metal 
saucers suspended at different 
heights on semi-transparent plas
tic-coated wires which hang down 
from above. Each is a small loud
speaker, and as you move through 
the whispering forest, by putting 
your ear against any one of them, 
you clearly hear a single voice, and 
can listen to a first-hand account 
of a UFO sighting or some such 
alien contact. "I wanted to cry out, 
but couldn't. l·mean I literally couJd 

g A strange pyramid-shaped 
C'll 

cw; spacecraft has been spotted in 
~ the skies of the West Midlands. 
~Not once, but scores of times 
-g over the past 1 0 years. Yet the 
~sightings are dismissed by the 
~ authorities as the "crackpof' 
>-i theories of overheated 
8 imaginations. Chief feature writer 
£ PAUL DALE .asks: Is there 
~ anyone out there? " . w 
~AS A FORMER aircraft designer, Colin 
t- Saunders reckoned he was pretty 
" much an expert on the huge variety of 
~ flying craft to be found around the world. 
ffi But nothing could have prepared the 41-year-old 
> .ciraughtsman for the 'amazing sight that greeted him 
w while travelling along the Fosse Way in March last 

year. 
Returning from a family meal with his wife, daughter and 

mother-in-law, Colin was close to the village of Monks Kirby 
at about lOpm when he noticed several bright red lights 
across the road in the distance. · 
"'t was odd because we had been along that road many 

times and there had never been lights in that place before," 
recalled Colin. 
As their car approached it became clear to the Saunders 

family that a large pyramid-shaped flying machine was 
hovering 100 feet in the air. 

not speak or move." As you move 
around "Witness", you realise that 
many of the voices are speaking 
languages other than English, em
phasising that UFO-spotting is a 
transcultural phenomenon. 

Periodically, the whispering 
from all around stops and a sin
gle voice is left to tell its tale. 
"Words do not explain the whole 
situation, their size and how the 
sky was lighted up." This voice 
comes from higher in the instal
lation and makes you stand still 
and look up, as if witnessing onf' 

of the incidents for yourself. If this 
is momentar ily transporting, the 
experience is brought down to 
earth by the litt le flying saucer 
speakers, whose wires are more 
noticeable when seen as dark 
shadows on the floor. Speakers 
tha t have been knocked rock to 
and fro, further under mining the 
earnestly described visitation 
from another planet. 

You recall that you'rl' standi ng 
in a former church. Up until 50 
years ago most people bdieved in 
God in this country. Far fewer pco-

ple have traditional religious faith 
nowadays. but the need for a be
lief in something over and above 
socio-economic factors, for some
thing which transcends the limi
tations of self, is clearly 
widespread. Hiller's installation 
draws attention to this. But it 
leaves you free to locate for your
self where you stand in relation 
to huge flying objects and pecu
liar bright lights in thf' night sky. 

"Witness·: :\rwngd at The C:hupd. 
W /0 (020 7."1."16 6803) 10 2S Jun~ 

"'t had rounded comers and looked like a big blob of liquid 
mercury," remembered Colin. "There was a thickness to the 
edges ·which were definitely metallic but looked alive, 

OUT OF THIS WORLD EXPERIENCE: Aircraft designer Colin Saunders who made a model of the UFO he saw and (Inset) 
how the public 's perception of UFOs Is portrayed 

shimmering, as though they 
were covered in water. 

"There were lines on the 
surface of the craft in the 
form of square box sections 
running through 90 degrees 
to give the impression of a 
garden maze." 
Mr Saunders' wife, Karen, 

stopped the car and reversed 
a short distance to get a bet
ter view of the strange 
object. 

Scared 
"We were not at all scared. 

With my interest in aircraft 
I wanted to ~et on board and 
have a look. 

But before Mr Saunders 
and his family could get clos
er the craft tilted at an angle 
and shot off in a westerly 
direction towards Coventry. 
At no time could he recall 

the machine making any 
noise. There was total 
silence. 
"It moved towards 

Coventry, about 20 miles in a few sec
onds, still showing the red lights but it 
appeared to grow to an enormous 
width," he recalled. 
The object had been in view for half a 

minute which was enough time for 
Colin to commit the detail to memory. 
When he arrived home in Hinckley he 
set about sketching the craft and then 
built a scale model of what he had seen. 

He believes this is the first time any
one in this country has constructed an 
accurate model of a UFO. 

Strange experiences for the 
Saunders family didn't end there. 
Over the course of the next few days 
they suffered numerous problems 
with electrical apparatus at home, 
including a clock that began to work of 
its own accord and faults with the 
television and a computer. 
Similar inexplicable occurrences have 

been reported over the years by many 
others who have come into contact with 
UFOs. 

UNEXPLAINED: TV shows like 
The X Flies often Investigate the 
UFO phenomena 

'I am a down to earth sort of person and there's no way I would make up something 
like this. I know what aircraft look like and I knew it wasn't from this world !' 

Asked to make sense of what he had 
seen, Mr Saunders confesses he is mys
tified . He says a day hasn't passed 
since then when he hasn't thought 
about the experience and wondered 
whether he and his family really had 
stumbled over an alien spacecraft. 
"I am a down to earth sort of person 

and there's no way I would make up 
something like this. I know what air
craft look like and I knew it wasn't 
from this world." 
The case is just one of scores docu

mented by former West Midlands 
police officer turned UFO hunter, John 
Hanson. 
John, along with his partner Dawn 

Holloway, has interviewed witnesses 
all over the country who claim to have 

experienced extra-terrestrial happen
ings. 

He is convinced there is something 
out there, but he has an open mind on 
whether aliens from other galaxies are 
involved. 

He points to the fact that many sight
ings take place close to old Roman 
Roads, like the Fosse Way. He thinks 
certain people may be able to witness 
ancient energy sources. 

"We firmly believe that these things 
are there all the time but they move in 
an invisible part of the spectrum. It's 
only occasionally that they can be seen." 
What really angers John is the 

refusal of the authorities to take UFOs 
seriously. 

The Ministry of Defence receives 

around 300 calls each year from people 
who are convinced they have spotted 
strange craft or unexplained bright 
lights in the sky. 

But the men from the ministry are 
not amused. 

Sightings 
There have been numerous sightings 

across the West Midlands of a pyra
mid-shaped object with bright red and 
yellow lights hovering and then mov
ing off at vast speeds. The MoD, how
ever, has a stock answer. It doesn't 
believe the security of the country is at 
risk and therefore sees no point in 
investigating. 
The British Astronomical Association 

takes an equally frosty view, having 
written to Mr Hanson describing UFO 
spotters as members of "crackpot" 
organisations. Bright lights in the sky 
and other unexplained objects are rou
tinely dismissed by the BAA as fire
balls or meteorites. 

This isn't good enough for John and 
Dawn, whose research into the subject 
is meticulous. "Over the past few years 
we have attempted to get to the bottom 
of what all this is about. We weren't 
prepared to accept the sensationalised 
way in which the UFO subject is gener
ally treated," said John. 
"It would be impossible to calculate 

all UFO sightings over the past 50 
years. They would fill a pile of books 
goin15 up to the ceiling. 

(continued on page 15) 14 
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EVENING TELEGRAPH, Coventry, 
England - June 13, 2000) 

e CIVIL servant Steve Whittingham hadn't 
gambled on a strange encounter when he set 
up a late-night card session at his home in 
Whitestone, Nuneaton. 
In the early hours of the morning Steve and 
his pal, Robert, heard a loud humming sound 
coming from outside the house, in Purcell 
Avenue. 
A bright fireball shot across the sky, 

illuminating nearby fields. 
The two men rushed outside but they could 

see no sign of the fireball . What they did see 
took their breath away. 
A strange triangular aircraft was moving 

slowly over the night sky. 
Both men had been sceptical about UFOs 

before their bizarre experience, which 
happened in October 1995. Not any longer. 
e JANE BAYLEY, 43, from Tamworth, has the 
distinction of seeing three mysterious flying 
objects in the space of two months. 
Sighting one, in November 1995, haprened 

as she was stabling her horse on the outskirts 
of Warton, near Tamworth. 
At 3pm she witnessed a bullet-shaped 

wingless plane with a flashing yellow light 
pass low overhead and then disappear out of 
sight. 
Ten days later Mrs Bayley was driving with a 

friend through the North Warwickshire 
countryside. As the pair passed along Warton 
Lane, Austrey, they spotted a flying saucer 
hovering over the roof of a nearby farmhouse. 
The craft was displaying red and green 
flashing lights around its circumference, which 
tapered to a sharp dome. 
The following February Mrs i3ayley was 

again stabling her horse when she noticed 
what she thought was the same UFO she had 
spotted at the beginning of November. This 
time the craft hovered much further away and 
appeared to be "watching" her. She and her 
husband could still see the craft as they drove 
home. 
e A TAXI driver travelling from Sheepy Magna 
to Tamworth was left "frozen with fear" when 
he encountered a blinding white light on a 
country lane in March 1996. The driver later 
told how the ball of light changed into a 
pyramid of square blocks of light which 
hovered in front of him before accelerating 
away at great speed. 
e iN January 1995 several people reported 
seeing a UFO over Birmingham. They spoke 
of a red ball with a blue head flying through 
the air at ~ speed. A year later motorists on 
th.e M6 in Birmingham reported seeing a 
triangular craft hovering at about 250 feet. The 
craft displayed a number of red lights and a 
large white light in the centre. 
e iN October 1995 teacher Avril Osborne 
woke in the early hours of the morning to 
witness a triangular mass of orange light 
travelling silently in the sky above her house at 
Crick, near Rugby. 
e FIVE silver discs hovering in the sky over 
the village of water Orton, Warwickshire, were 
seen by sewral witnesses in December 1999. 
W&I"Nk*shire police alerted Birmingham 
Airport and the Ministry of Defence, but the 
discs remain a mystery. 

"Sightings have been prolific since the 
1940s. How can so many people come up 
with similar stories? We are dealing with 
something that needs to be investigated 
far more thoroughly than it is. 

"Yet the authorities and the police gen
uinely aren't interested in wanting to find 
out what the answers are. 
"The MOD say the defence of the country 

isn't at stake. But how do you explain that 
to someone in a vehicle who has been fol
lowed by a UFO?" 

John Hanson says the fact that large 
numbers of people report seeing the same 
pyramid-shaped craft around the Fosse 
Way is significant. "How can so many peo
ple tell the same stories? There is definite
ly something there and it is clear that 
these are not conventional aircraft. 
"At the end of the day UFOs remain 

unidentified, and that's no answer." 
e Anyone who spots a UFO can write to 
John Hanson at: PO Box 6371, B48 7RW, 
Birmingham, West Midlands. 

SOUTH WALES ARGUS, Wales - May 16, 2000 

THE TRUTH IS OUT THERE: A shot of a UFO frorn the 
Argus X·Files . Inset- South Wales Unidentified Flying 
Object Network members Paul McCarte, left, and Garry 

Darlington check the group's website 

Some close encounters 
Close encounters enjoyed by the 
group Include: 

e Standing on St llltyd, a SWU
FON member claims to have wit· 
nessed a plane disappear into 
neighbouring mount Pentwyn. 
The next day men In overalls 
were seen digging in the same 
spot, said Mrs Johnson. 

uThey were wearing body suits, 
sliver on one side , black on the 
other," she said. 
e There has been talk of an 

underground base near Brecon. 
UFO Investigator Derek X claims 
he had his house burnt down 
when he got too close to a vast 
multi-story subterranean cham-

ber of the unknown. 
ul was arrested under the pre

vention of terrorism act on 
October 26 - the day of the 
Brecon tremor - but It was no 
tremor, believe me," explained 
SWUFON group member Mr X, 
who claims he was picked up my 
military personnel during an 
Investigation. 

"An explosion left a 25 foot 
hole In the ground - that had to 
have been dropped from the air." 

e An encounter wltiJ a sup
posed UFO late one night 410ft 
up on the summit of Blaen-y-Cwm 
near Pontypool caused Mrs 
Johnson to flee the mountain . 

"I thought It was something 
huge when It came over - I start· 
ed to panic and I jumped in my 
car and I was gone," recalled 
Mrs Johnson who left her fellow 
UFO spotter temporarily strand· 
ed. 

" But it· turned out to be a huge 
aeroplane! My friend wasn 't very 
pleased." 
e SWUFON 's own spot on St 

llltyd was the scene of a UFO 
happening involving objects ris· 
ing out of the ground. 

" Objects of light floated 
towards the watchers so they 
got in their car and drove away,·· 
said Mrs Johnson. 

SHROPSHIRE STAR, Telford, England - May 30, 2000 

UFO mystery remains unsolved 

e Close encounter - Telford 
lorry driver Carl Farlow pic
i.ured in 1967. Do you know 
where h e is today? Now, Mr 
Paul Fuller of the UFO Inves
tigations Network would like 
Carl - or anyone who knows 
his whereabouts - to contact 
him on 023 8073 0526. The 
Ufoin website is www.ufoin. 

org.uk 

THIRTY-THREE years ago, 
a Telford lorry driver had a 
close encounter. 

Driving along one evening, he 
was stopped by a flying saucer -
or what he thought to be a flying 
saucer. 

Suddenly, his lorry lights went 
out. 

"The electrics were completely 
dead. Then this thing appeared 
from my right and stopped there 
just hovering in the centre of the 
road," 25-year-old Carl Farlow told 
a Shropshire Star reporter. 

Petrified 

" It was about 10 to 12ft above the 
ground. !just stayed there petrified . 
It was beyond what I had seen 
before." After two or three minutes, 
the object moved ofT. 

" It seems far fetched and ridicu
lous. My only hope is people will 
dectde not to laugh, but to believe," 
added Mr Farlow, uf Hill s Lane 
Drive, Madeley. 

The incident on November 5, 
1967, was reported in both the local 
and the national press. 

Now a group of UFO investiga
tors are trying to track him down to 
speak to him about that night. 

Paul Fuller, a member of the 

'He said that it came out of the sky and landed 
on the road and stopped his truck and another 

car. It flew off and he claims it damaged the road 
surface' But what was it? Report by TOBY NEAl 

group called Ufoin - it stands for 
UFO In vestigations Network - said : 
"We are investigating the whole of 
the '67 wave . lt was a very big year 
for UFO sighti ngs. 1 was only seven 
in that year, which is when I had my 
sighting. It was not until I was 16 
that I found what it was. It was a 
rare meteorological phenomenon . 

"Carl Farlow's case was one of the 
most interesting cases of the '67 
wave. We have now got the Ministry 
of Defence Hie un his case, which is 
a single sheet of paper and is very 
disappointing. It said it must have 
been a firework. But what he 
claimed was much more. He said 
that it came out of the sky and 
landed on the road and stopped hi~ 
truck and another car. It flew off 
and he claim~ it damaged the road 
surface. It 's very rare that we hear 
of a UFO doing that. 

"We want to go through the case 
with him. I have a strong interest in 
meteorological explanations and I 
think what he saw was an example 

of ball lightning. We know that 
under certain conditions, phenont· 
ena which have a strong ionn;ed 
magnetic field could interfere with 
the ignition system on the vehicle. 

"It may be my theory doesn't hold 
up. Unless I speak to Carl Farlow, 1 
won 't know. No-one has spoken tu 
him about it since 1978. " 

Scient ific 
Mr Fulle r, who i,; fru 11 1 

Southampton, is a statistu;ian ito 
local government and an indepen
dent researcher into scienttfil' my,;
teries . He said Carl was deli ven ng <.. 

consignment of Aga cooker~ t" 
Christchurch when ill: lltadl' tlw 
sighting un the Salisbur.1 t<• 
Bournemouth ruad a t lbslPV 

··carl has also lived in · Londu11 
and Manchester and recently v i~· 
ited the Greek island of Kus. · 

"He returned to live in the Daw
ley area in 1980. Now I'm nut sun· 
where he is." 15 



>• ~ 
c 
0 
(,) 

ci 
ii 
(,) 

• "0 • c • (,) 

0 m 
ci • ~ • :I 
z:. 
f/) 

u; 
~ w z 
.... 
w 
~ 
a: 
< 
:E 

.,.·--· 
&lftt.1~m1ral£ dncribes a UFO which. ~ . \IQW hoyering b.e~ath power lines on the evening of Thursday, May I 8 near his home in Sorrento. 

· '> · · • · ···<.~his close ·encounter 
IJJ:Tract....._ 
MARKET NEWS STAFF 

-~--Sara~· is the last 
~ · · JUi: .w . ld expect to 

tell ~ yOu ' be~ seen an 
llllideitifiett flyjngobject. 

He's,;a.ruged..man. well
educated; ·weH-iraveled, . a 
retired :electrical engineer 
and now a hobby fanner in 
the SOneato area. He's the 
kind' of man who looks you 
in the eye, and whose word 
woutd be sealed with a firm 
handshake. 

And he's also a man who 
is convinced that on May 18 
he saw a UFO while walk
ing his dog near his home~. 

~ 

"I don'ttare:'lfllat ~~ 
think," he saYs, . "I know 
what I., .saw~ and . mat' s 
enough." •-.~ .::-. : • .. 

But he: fias:~ uDcon; 
finned r eports of UFO 
sightingll in the Kelowna 
aiea that same night. · 

'1 inust admit that made 
me feel better," he adds. 

Nazaruk was walking his 
toy poodle, Ruff, at approx
imately II p.m. on Notch 
Hill Road. As he turned onto 
Mackenzie Road. an orange 
glow caught his eye. Ap
proximately 300 feet ahead, 
Nazaruk saw a silver metal
lic disc-shaped object with a 
vertical band of orange/red 

light. The objet~-was about 
two feet acro8s · and about 
one fOOt high. Trying to get 
a-better look, Nazaruk shone 
the beam of 

point, Nazaruk could see the 
disc about 400 to 500 feet 
above him and he shone his 
flashlight up into the sky to 

try for 
his flashlight 
out in front 
and watched 
as the disc 
began to ri se 
into the air 
at an angle 
just off to 
the ri ght-

"I hope It does 
come back some 

day.l don, tllink it's 
impossible that it 
was from anolher 

a better 
look . 
A 
soon as 
t h e 
beam 
of light 
hit it, 
the ob-

world ••• " . 
Sam Nazaruk 

hanc,t side of where he was 
standing. The di sc didn ' t 
tum, he explains, or make a 
sound. It simply rose up 
slowly until it was almost 
directly overhead. At that 

ject di sappeared. 
Immediately, Nazaruk 

went home to tell his wi fe, 
Anita, what he had seen. 

" I was very surprised 
when he told me," says Ani-

~ Alien video claims made 
AN Ilkley company claims ll has discovered 

.c::i top secret NASA space footage which threat
G) ens to destroy a huge UFO cover-up. 
U. Graham Birdsall is editor of UFO Magazine. 
• part of Quest Publications International Ltd, 

the magazine web site, pointed to what lw 
described as an abandoned sa tellite on the 
screen. The objects can be seen clusteri ng 
around the object "They are clear!~· tak ing an 
interest in it ," he said. 

ta. "Sam's so logical, he' s 
not the type to make up stuff 
or be fanciful or flighty. I 
know Sam and I have to be
lieve him. I know he saw 
something, I'm just glad it 
was him and not me. I 
would have been scared out 
of my wits." 

The couple's other dog 
was behaving strangely that 
night When they let it out 
later that evening, the dog 
raced to the end of the drive, 
barking and running back 
and forth. 

"He's never acted like that 

before or since," says 
Nazaruk. 

Sam was also acting 
strangely for a couple of 
days after the sighting. 

"It was like I was in a 
fog," he says. "then it was 
like my head cleared and I 
remembered even more." 

What Nazaruk remem
bered was seeing a being, 
something with widely 
spaced eyes that flashed 
green in the light, something 
that crawled into the bushes. 

"It appeared to be on what 
I would call its knees and el
bows, as I could see the dark 
shadows of what would 
have been hands and feet It 
appeared to be having diffi
culty in moving and was al
most dragging the part I 
would call its feet. The head 
was up above the arm, but I 
did not have my light on it 
at the time, so I did not get 
a view of the features ," 
~tes Nazaruk in an ac
count of his experience . 

Anita says her husband 
was preoccupied and dis
tant during those two days 
and also bad an intense 
need to talk about the expe

rience. 
"He doesn't think so, but 

I think he was a bit trauma
tized by this. Like his mind 
is so logical, it was difficult 
to deal with it. It was like he 
had absorbed it uncon
sciously and it took a while 
for it to process. Those 
things can happen when 
you have been through 
something traumatic." 

Nazaruk does have re
grets about the experience, 
saying he wished he could 
have tried to communicate 
with the object, rather than 
just standing in awe. And he 
has been ·going back to the· 
site each night on his walks 
just in case. 

" I hope it does come back 
someday. I don't think it's 
impossible that it was from 
another world, and that they 
are exploring just as we ex
plored the Earth." 

"0 based in West Street 
c The magazine believes it has obtained 
.!! authentic footage of several space shuttle mis~ 
Q sions which, will no longer allow intelligence 
~ agencies to deny all knowledge of alien 

Mr Birdsall said: "Once this stuff is released 
on March 11, people are suddenly going to be 
very very interested in llkley all of a sudden ." 

STAR, Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada - June 9, 2000 

encounters. 
~ Mr Birdsall is preparing to address a huge 

UFO conference near Las Vegas next month, 
~ where he will show the footage for the first 
_: time while simultaneously releasing the mateo rial onto the internet 
> The Gazette has been given a sneak preview 

of material Mr Birdsall believes will 'blow 
u.i people's minds.' 
~ Although it is clearly impossible to say 
W exactly what the images are, Mr Birdsall said 
N NASA explanations that the white moving 
< objects are ice crystals, simply did not add up. 
~ "Ice crystals do not suddenly stop, hover 
> around the Mir Space Station, go behind it for 
w a look ~nd then speed off," he said. 
..J Russel Callaghan, the man responsible for 

The magazine editor said llkley should pre
pare itself for the 'greatest story never yet 
told.' 

The UFO Magazine team is convinced the 
footage is genuine and claims NASA has tried 
(and failed) to employ scientists to back up its 
ice crystals theory. 

He said those who sought to mock and criti
cise had no idea what they were dealing with 
He said those 'in the know' most certai nl y did 
and realised they had possession of material 
which was quite awesome in its content and 
breathtaking in its scope. 

Mr Birdsall believes the world has the right 
to make up its own mind about the images. 
That opportunity will come at the forthcom ~ 
ing conference. "At that conference we will 
show the world there are unusual goings-on in 
space," he said. 

~ ~~~--~--~~~~ ::! 

Pictured above (left to right) Russel Callaghan, Mark Birdsall and Graham Birdsall . 

By CARMEL ECKER 
Star Reporter 

A myriad of millennium projects 
will bombard the Yukon as the months 
progress until the end of 2000. 

A collection of these projects was 
presented to the community Thursday 
morning at the Beringia Centre. The 
territorial government has contributed 
$900,000 to the cause. 

One project will be the Yukon UFO 
Conference, which will bring experts 
such as nuclear physicist and lecturer 
Stanton T. Friedman. 

The conference 's focus, said pre
senter Martin Jasek, is on promoting 
discussion in the community. govern
ment and professional organizations 
about what these sightings could be. 

The need for this discussion, said 
Jasek, is "because it' s impossible to 
determine what this (phenomenon) is 
all about through private individuals 
investigating during their own leisure 
time." 

There is also the need to "mitigate 
the ridicule factor," said Jasek. 

A local resident who reported a 
sighting in April has received such 
comments as, "What were you drink
ing?" said Jasek. 

The possibility of such ridicule 
makes man~efr<@ fro!Jl com
ing forward about things they' ve seen. 

MARTIN JASEK 

CR: G. Conway 
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VANCE ORCHARD: Touchet Valley Ramblings !I 

~ ~------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
Ill 

; A long look at a Bigfoot! 
Cl 

5 
.o_!!!_ Except for the 1967 filming by 

111 
Roger Patterson, there is not much 

3: to support belief in the existence of 
en a Bigfoot, other than the telling of 
w experiences by persons claiming to 
~ have seen one. 
;::: And, there are thousands of such 

experiences that would fill a big 
book on the subject. 

A lot of those experiences have 
come in recent years from the Blue 
Mountains and especially in the 
high country just a few miles east of 
Dixie, a town of a couple hundred 
people on U.S. Highway 12, some 
10 miles east of Walla Walla. 

This column has recounted 
many of those stories, related by the 
observers and they are a part of the 
cloth into which is woven the docu
mentation for a Bigfoot in these 
parts. We have interviewed many 
who were firm disbelievers before 
their experience but are now firmly 
entrenched on the side of the be-
lievers in this creature. 

A most unique interview was 
done the other day when Bill 
Laughery and I met the man who 
had a long, long look at one and 
right up close. The distance separat
ing man and beast was close 
enough that features and expres
sions on the Bigfoot's face were 
plain for the observer. Bill had 
heard of the man's encounter and 
convinced him he should tell it for a 
reporter to do a story. Convincing 
the man to meet us on the Black
snake Ridge road recently was not 
easy but the story needed telling so 
he agreed. 

"But no name," the man asked, 
recounting some of the ridicule he 

had received when a story of his 
encounter leaked to his "buddies." 
So, we've gone along with that and 
he suggested the nickname of"Jack 
the Logger." What Jack had to say 
about the Bigfoot he met on the 
mountain road with truckload of 
logs makes for one of the best 
Bigfoot stories I've yet recorded. 

His trip that afternoon off the 
mountain, headed towards Dixie, 
was to prove the highlight for Jack 
of some 45 years of trucking logs. 
Jack probably knows more about 
Blacksnake and Biscuit ridges than 
most people. He said he makes two 
or three trips per day when he's 
hauling logs and this counts a lot of 
days when he has to put on chains at 
the top, and take them off when he 
gets out of snow. 

And, Jack could probably give a 
pretty good count of deer and elk in 
those parts as well. 

But, these days ... ever since the 
late November of 1998 . . . he has 
been eying the landscape for 
Bigfoots! 

Jack first spotted the Bigfoot 
when it was seen on an open slope 
some three fourths of a mile away, 
but he didn' t realize what the mov
ing object was . .Tack says he esti
mated about where on the road he 
would likely cross its path. 

"All that time, I'm wondering 
what kind of animal it was," he said. 
"It never entered my mind that it 
was going to be a Bigfoot." 

As his rig came into the curve at 
the end of a long grade in the road, 
the two met, with only about 40-45 
yards separating them! 

"As I got there and saw him," 

in this direction. He bailed out of the 
plane and vanished, presumably some
where over Southwest Washington. The 
book quotes retired FBI investigator 
Ralph Himmelsbach as saying if the sky
jacker didn't freeze to death on his way 
down, he probably died when he hit the 
ground. 

DAVE JEWETT 
Ink 

Jack said, " I stopped my truck and 
shut off the motor. He was standing 
there in a heavy, tufted grassy area, 
just standing and looking at me. We 
both eyeballed each other real 
good. 

" Pretty soon . . . I was close 
enough I could see his facial ex
pressions ... he didn' t look like an 
ape in the face, more like man fea
tures but hairy in the face. I would 
say he had a nose but not much. The 
skin was black and his hair color 
was like this (and he pulls a smoky
blue ski hat out of his truck cab). He 
was about this color and had gray 
hairs showing like an old dog will 
get around his nose. 

"Anyway, while he was standing 
there, the expression on his face 
changed three or four times. That 
led me to believe that man may not 
be the only animal that has reason
ing. This old boy was thinking and 
every time he'd go to a different 
train of thought, his expression 
would change." 

Bill asked if Jack could see its 
eyes. 

"I wasn't really interested in 
that," Jack said. "I was looking at 
the width of his shoulders and his 
height, wondering what the hell 
was going to happen!" 

How wide was the Bigfoot? 
"He was a good yard or more 

through the shoulders and I've had 
people tell how a Bigfoot is about 
eight foot tall .. . well, this dude was 
taller than eight feet and closer to 
nine feet tall. 

''When you're that close it's no 
problem to figure out how big it 
was. And, he never made any effort 
to run from me. He never acted like 
he was scared . . . I sure know he 
wasn't scared of ME ... not a bit!" 

"Then he turned and walked 
along this way (Jack simulated a 
limping gait) like something was 
wrong with one leg, like he had an 
old injury or someone had shot 
him. Then he stopped and turned 
and looked at me for another full 
minute before he left . . . didn't run 
. . . he just walked over to the edge 
of the brush that dropped off 
steeply into the Dry Creek north 
fork. 

"There was no getting around it 
. . . this was not any man-made ob
ject or a man dressed up, there isn't 
a man in this county big enough to 
wear that suit!" 

Jack says this sighting was his 
first Bigfoot encounter although 
several years ago he "saw some
thing that I thought was a bear 
standing up .. always thought it was 
a Bigfoot but could find no sign. 

"But this time, it's different ... 
absolutely no doubt about it. I 
would pull $50 out of my own 
pocket though, if one of you guys 
could have been there with me." 

Jack told us more about his ini
tial reluctance to come forth with a 
report of what he'd encountered 
nearly two years ago. 

"I didn't know whether to say 
anything to anyone about this ... 
you know, if I'd go downtown and 
tell the guys I saw a Bigfoot they'd 
laugh me clear out of the place. 

"I told my wife about it and she 
kind of had her doubts about it for 
awhile, but she knew I wasn't going 
to come in with some kind of cock
and-bull story to take a ridiculing 
over." 

"But, I don't really care what 
people think ... l just didn't talk 
about it, except with someone who 
has seen a Bigfoot or is a serious 
believer. They can believe what 
they want, but I'm the one who 
knows what I saw .. . they can say 
there is no such thing but they don't 
have anything to back that up and I 
do. 

'This thing was the closest to a 
real human than anything I've seen 
on television or real life .. . his body 
is proportioned more to a human 
than anything I've ever seen. He's 
not like an ape. This dude walked 
like a man and somehow acts like a 
man. He walked like he was 
crippled in the right leg or foot. 

"I'll tell you this much, too: I've 
never seen anything like it, before 
or since. He's a one-of-a-kind for 
me!" 

~ D.B. Cooper, 
z 

In 1980, an ~year-old boy playing 
along the banks of the Columbia River 
near Vancouver discovered a bundle of 
crumbling $20 bills, and the serial num
bers matched those given Cooper. So far, 
those have been the only bills of the air 
pirate's 10,000 $20 bills to show up. 
· Bigfoot, also known as Sasquatch, gets 
another three pages in the 305-page book 
by E. Randal Floyd. Quoted is Grover 
Krantz, a Washington State University 
professor, who believes that between 200 
and 2,000 such monsters inhabit the 
rugged high country of Washington, 
Oregon, British Columbia and northern 
California. 

So, the interview ended that 
sunny day on Blacksnake Ridge . 
Jack climbed into his log truck cab 
to head into the timbered country 
for his second trip of the day. As he 
stepped into the cab, I heard him 
shout back to us: 

"Keep your eyes open, kids! At 
least there are two of you . . . you 
can back up each other's stories." ~ Bigfoot, UFOs 

~ have a thing 
• In common 
E vents and places in the Pacific 

Northwest are among those cov
ered in a new book, "100 of the 

World's Greatest Mysteries," a collection 
of hundreds of unusual happenings 
around the world, from ancient times to 
today. 

Four chapters deal with happenings 
that have direct or peripheral connec
tions to this corner of the world. 

Recounted is the story of D. B. Cooper, 
the mysterious 1971 airline hijacker. He's 
the guy who boarded a plane in Portland 
and demanded $200,000 in $20 bills. The 
plane stopped briefly in Seattle to pick up 
the money, then took off again heading 

A chapter on flying saucers recalls 
Oregon pilot Kenneth Arnold's famous 
sighting of several "disk-shaped" objects 
skipping through the skies over Mount 
Rainier in 1948, a widely publicized sight
ing that soon had many others rushing 
forward with similar reports. Such re
ports persist today, with some people 
claiming they have been kidnapped and 
taken aboard spacecraft. 

Also covered is the mystery of crop cir
cles, in which strange and sometimes in
tricate designs suddenly appear in wheat 
fields and other crop fields. The author 
says the circles have become one of the 
most famous and visually recognizable 
enigma of all time. 

Frrst publicized sights occurred in 
England, but now ha~ 8p~lld almost 
everywhere, including to.the Pacific 
Northwest · 

NATIONAL POST, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
May 26, 2000 CR: G. Duplantier 

Ogopogo staying in Manitoba 
SHOWBIZ 

The Ogopogo feature filtn is back on 
track for shooting this summer in Manito
ba. Winnipeg producer Kim Todd said 
Wednesday that financing for the film has 
been secured and shooting will begin in 
late August. The local film industry was 
sent reeling last week when word spread 
that the project - the most expensive 
movie ever to be shot in Manitoba - was 
about to be lured away to New Brunswick. 
Todd s~d the film's budget was higher 

than the German financiers had planned 
and the Manitoba tax grant was less than 
they were expecti'lg; the lure of a big wind
fall for the investors from New Brunswick 
never materialized. Todd said the film's 
$25-million budget will be trimmed, but 
added that the cutbacks will not affect the 
almost $10-million to be spent in Manito
ba. The animatronic Ogopogo creature has 

been built in England by the Jim Henson 
Creature Shop, responsible for the Mup
pets, 101 Dalmatians and Indian in the 
Cupboard. Winnipeg Free Press 
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Z Jonas Faber stands above the Similkameen River in British Columbia where he is convinced he has discovered a huge pre-historic site of stoneworks. 

On a resplendent B.C. glacial shelf lie what an Inuit carver believes are the remnants qf 
celestial compasses aligned by a culture seeking to track the skies using huge boulders 

An ancient hand's touch 
BY MARK HUME 

P
RINCETON, B.C. •Aslop
ing, glacial bench above the 
Similkameen River near 
here may contain clues to 
an ancient culture that 

tried to track the movement of the 
stars. 

But the discovery of what appears to 
be a huge pre-historic site, spread over 
several kilometres, has triggered some 
deep concerns, as natives and scien
tists ponder the significance of myste
rious rock works found by Jonas 
Faber. 

Mr. Faber, an Inuit soapstone carver 
who lives in Princeton, was looking for 
a place to hunt deer when he first saw 
the giant boulders. There were four of 
them, each weighing several tons, 
aligned so perfectly across a rock
strewn field he thought they'd been 
moved there during the construction 
of a nearby road. 

But the stones were submerged in 
the topsoil, covered with lichens, and 
seemed to have been sitting in place 
for hundreds, perhaps thousands of 
years. The ground around them had 
not been disturbed by machines. 

Had they been dropped by a glacier? 
In a perfectly straight row? 

Possibly, but as he examined the 
rocky plain, he soon saw another row 
of five big rocks, set at a sharp angle to 
the first set. And then a third line, a 
fourth, a fifth - all straight lines, all 
cutting off in different directions. 

"I knew right away this wasn't done 
by nature," says Mr. Faber. 

Neither scientists nor natives knew 
about the rock works until Mr. Faber 
found them. Now everyone is arguing 
- and fretting - about what it all 
means. 

In addition to the curious rock lines, 
Mr. Faber has found stones laid out in 
circles, a curving rock wall at the base 
of a scree slope, the ruins of an ancient 
pit house, built of stone, and a series of 
what he believes are graves - one of 
which is marked by a weird, skull
shaped rock covered with red lichens. 

"That," says Mr. Faber, bowing to the 
strange stone, "is where I believe an 
important leader is buried. It's some
one very significant - you can tell by 
the unusual marker. That stone was 
carried here from somewhere else. 
There are no other rocks with red 

lichens here." 
It's true. In the pine forest, the rocks 

are muted colors of gray and black. 
Some are marked by whorls of cream 
or white lichens. The red stone is 
unique. 

But does one odd rock make a grave? 
Mr. Faber points to the jumble of 

stones above it, oval shaped. And near
by, another oval and a large rock which 
appears to have been wedged upright 
by smaller stones. 

There are six stone circles in the 
woods here too, set out in pairs. And 
below, a rough arrowhead design that 
points due North, up the slope. 

"There can absolutely be no doubt," 
says Mr. Faber, as he rushes from one 
site to the next, showing the curious 
stoneworks. "This all reflects the touch 
of human hand. I've worked with 
stone for 25 years. I know - people 
made these lines, these patterns, not 
nature." 

He thinks the rocks were placed sev
eral thousand years ago - perhaps by 
a primitive culture that lived in the re
gion long before the Upper Similka
meen Band appeared. 
The Similkameen band, like other 

lieves further study will show others 
indicate the place where celestial bod
ies rise above the horizon. 

"I feel sincerely that they are astro
nomical alignments," he says. "Today 
you would call it an analog computer 
that tracks the movement of celestial 
bodies, that predicts the movement of 
the stars, the sun, the moon." 
If Mr. Faber is right, the discovery he 

has made would be of immense ar
chaeological importance. 

"I say this place is the oldest universi
ty in Canada," he says as we walk 
across the rock-strewn plain. "It might 
be 4,000 years old. Maybe 10,000. It 
was a place oflearning, a place where 
they tried to understand the universe." 

Not everyone shares Mr. Faber's view. 
Indeed, his pronouncements have 
stirred some strong feelings. 

"They could be alignments, but then, 
any three rocks can make a line. Could 
be he's seeing lines that aren't there," 
said Stan Copp, an archaeologist at 
Vancouver's Langara College, who has 
been studying native sites along the 
Similkameen River. 

"I have serious concerns about his 
claims ... the mind picks out what it 

'IT WAS A PlACE OF LEARNING, A PlACE WHERE 

THEY TRIED TO UNDERSTAND THE UNIVERSE' 

native groups in British Columbia, 
dates its presence back about six thou
sandyears. 

Mr. Faber believes the site pre-dates 
that, because the Similkameen Indi
ans did not engage in stoneworks like 
this. They didn't build stone walls, or 
lay lines across the plains, or set out 
patterns of rocks on the ground. 

"To me," said Mr. Faber, "it looks like 
a medicine wheel." 
Throughout the Great Central Plains 

of North America native people have 
marked off ceremonial sites and sa
cred grounds with patterns of rocks 
known as medicine wheels. But the 
plains culture that gave birth to those 
markings never penetrated the Rocky 
Mountains. 
There has never been a medicine 

wheel found in British Columbia. 
Mr. Faber thinks one of the stone 

lines is set out to align with the sum
mer solstice sunset, another marks the 
place where the sun rises, and he be-

wants to see; he said. 
But then he added that the site, 

which he has visited for only 20 min
utes, does contain a prehistoric pit 
house and other rocks that have clearly 
been set in line or arranged in patterns 
by humans. 

"He did show me things that could be 
alignments. But when were they built? 
"That site is located on an ancient 

terrace from the last ice age. And it's a 
logical place for someone to have done 
something. 111 give him that," said a 
skeptical Mr. Copp. 

In an e-mail to Mr. Faber, Mr. Copp 
was somewhat more enthusiastic 
about the site's possibilities. 

"I agree with you that this site has the 
potential to be very important, for all 
the reasons you state," he said. 

"However, there is still the matter of 
establishing 1) that the site is a medi
cine wheel and 2) its date of manufac
ture. This can be accomplished by a 
qualified archaeologist, preferably 

with peer review." 
Later this spring, Mr. Copp will re

turn to the site with a group of stu
dents to map the entire area. 

"We will map all the things he sees, 
and everything else," he said. 

Philippe Batini, Upper Similkameen 
band manager, made it clear the band 
is deeply concerned about the future of 
the find - whatever it is. The exact 
find area is being kept secret. 

"We are skeptical, but we want to re
main open minded," he said. "We want 
to do a scientific assessment, and we 
want to rely on traditional knowledge 
to assess what's here." 

Mr. Batini pointed out that pit houses 
built by the Upper Similkameen had 
been located along the river below the 
rocky plain. And that there was evi
dence of his people inhabiting the area 
for thousands of years. 

"We have to consult with our elders. 
We have to be very careful in what we 
have to do," he said. 

Mr. Batini said the band will wait un
til Mr. Copp's has completed his field 
work before reaching any conclusions. 

"This is one of the biggest archaeo
logical discoveries of the century," said 
Mr. Faber, who would like the band to 
call on the government to protect the 
site. 
"If you don't protect it, it will be de

stroyed. There is logging, ranching, 
mining; look there's a gas line and a 
road cutting through here already ... I 
will show you a place where a bulldoz
er has run over an ancient burial 
ground." 

"You haven't found any bones," shot 
back Mr. Batini, before adding he did
n't want anyone digging around on the 
site without the band's approval. 

"I believe the past belongs to every
one," replied Mr. Faber. 

After Mr. Batini left, Mr. Faber stood 
on a high bluff and looked down at the 
broad, rocky field, which would cover 
several football fields. There was no 
doubt that below us, on a slope strewn 
with ancient rocks, there were straight 
lines running in different directions. 
And nobody can yet explain what they 
are or what they might mean. 

"The natives are pretty uptight," said 
Mr. Faber. "&• are the scientists. But it 
doesn't matter. It's too significant for 
any of them to stop. This is big. It's 
huge. There is something here and I 
just know it's incredibly important." 

National Post 

18 



Ct 
0 

0 
0 
0 
N 

ca .. -G) 
Q 

c ca 
2 

0 
0> 
nj 

en 
..c 
+""' c 
0 
E 

+""' en 
0 
""'-
(]) 

.0 
0 
E 
~ 
0 
c 
en 
(]) 
en 
a. 
E 
0> 
en 

+""' c 
(]) 

"'C 
en 
(]) 

a: 

CLARK CO. PRESS, Neillsville, WI 

April 12, 2000 CR: R. Heiden 

S-lre'Fiff' cfos.es: out 
'cneat~tne~' in:ves-tigation 

In : a pres~ release las~,:Thurs i:l~y , ,Clark County 
Sheriff D aie Olson. stated that . he does not feel that any 
further investigation,·,was' needed -into · the reported 
sighting of a "Bigfoot"-like creature north of Granton on 
March 28. 

: "No further sightings have been .reported," Olson 
i stated. "From the information gathered, it does not 
'\ appear this creature is a threat to anyone." 

According to Olson's press release, James Hughs 
I was traveling east on Cty . Hwy . H just west of the 
1 intersection of Cty . Hwy . K near the Panther Creek 
Bridge at about 5:15 a.m. when ~1e observed ~hat l1e 

, described to be a large creature, approx1m~tely eight feet 
tall and covered with grayish-colored hair, step off the 
roadway and go into a ditch. He estimated this creature 
to weigh in excess of 500 pounds and walkmg on two 
legs . Hughs also told investigating officers that It was 
carrying something in its arrns, possibly the carcass of a 
goot . . 

A sheriffs deputy later went to the s1te w1th Hugb s; 
however no physical evidence, in the forrn of tracks or 
otherwise, was able to be obtained, Olson stated. 

who say they've seen the lost 
man. 

Pavilla and Richard Tiki
un, 27, left Christmas Eve on 
a snowmachine for Bethel, 
about 30 miles away across 
the frozen tundra. People in 
the village told troopers the 
m en had been drinking and 
may have been planning to 
p ick up Tikiun's stash of alco
hol on the way. Searchers 
found Tikiun's body Dec. 28, 
four miles from Atmautluak 
and just north of the main 
trail to Bethel. He lay face 
down on the ground next to 
his snowmachine and an 
empty vodka bottle, troopers 
said . 

Pavilla , tr oopers said, ob
viously stayed alive fo r a 
while, despite fierce winds 
and temperatures . that 
dropped to minus 30 degrees. 

Searchers found a series 
of windbreaks made of snow 
blocks and tree branches, 
snow caves dug into drifts 
and even a hastily made 
igloo, as well as several sets 
of tracks thought to be Pavil
la's. 

It was shortly after New 
Year's when the first sighting 
of the lost man was reported, 
said Peter Atchak, Bethel's 
volunteer search and rescue 
coordinator. Five of the 
searchers, Pavilla's cousins, 
reported seeing a solitary fig
ure on foot about eight miles 
southwest of Bethel. 

"They thought it was a 
searcher, but when they were 
approaching close he took off 
running," Atchak said. The 
person crossed the frozen 
river imd was gone, the 
cousins reported. 

The next report came a 
couple of days later. A group 
of youngsters were driving a 
track from Napakiak upriver 
to Bethel when someone 
came out of the brush toward 
them. They got frightened 
and drove off, Atchak said. 

The troopers ended their 
search Jan. 9, figuring no one 
could survive so long in such 
severe weather: 

The volunteer search and 
rescue group kept looking, 
and Atchak kept track of the 
reported sightings. They 
came from up and down the 
Kuskokwim and from vil
lages on the coast. In all, 
there were more than SO re
ports from 10 villages. People 
also reported seeing Pavilla 
in Bethel - near the high 
school, at the hospital and 
crouched under a woman's 
house. 

Atchak said he has repeat
edly investigated reports of 
boot prints and found they 
were made by size 7 Sorels, 
just like Pavilla's . 

" I wouldn't have believed 

some time in the future when 
our world would get thin," he 
said. ·~Like between our 
world and the next · world, 
they become closer togeth
er." 

· He · isn' t dispatching 
seareher.s .to look for Pavilla 
these · day~,; but he held a 
meeting ThlU'~day in Atmaut
luak to·. ask loCals to be alert 
for Pavilla as they go out bird 
huntil:i"g, ice fishing and gath
ering ~wood.: About SO poople 
came, he said. 

" In: the event anybody 
should have an encounter 
with him, we should ap
proach him:~fully and try 
not to frighten him," said 
Atchak. 

After talking to the 'N a
pakiak man again, Atchak is 
also advising people to·J ook 
for a body. 

"From his ,exp«:riAAQO :. it 
sourided like· he was·.P :: to 
leave his body and go· into a 

MARC LESTER I Anctiorage Daily News 

Peter Jacobs, 77, talks with volunteer search and rescue co
ordinator Peter Atchak about the state of Richard Pavilla, who 
disappeared in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta in December. 

it myself if I hadn't seen his 
tracks, his footprints and the 
way they disappeared,'' · he 
said. · 

To learn more, Atchak con
vened meetings of elders m· 
Bethel. More than 100 came. 

Pavilla is stuck between 
two worlds, some of the old 
people told him. It happens 
sometimes: People get lost, 
become very frightened and 
fall into these states. Their 
senses sharpen so that they 
can hear rabbits and foxes 
running in the woods. They 
don't feel the cold. They are
not ghosts, but their bodies 
become so light they can 
walk on top of trees and cross 
wide rivers like the Kuskok
wim in a hop or two. 

The Yup'ik term for it, 
Atchak said, is cillem quellra. 
Roughly translated: "made 
cold by the universe." . 

"I've been hearing (about) 
that since I was a little girl," 
said Neva Rivers, a Hooper 
Bay elder. 

Martha Larson, of Napaki
ak, said her family had a 
brief brush with this phenom
enon. In the late 1950s, her 
teenage sister got lost at their 
summer fish camp. She was 
missing only about half a day. 
When the sister came back 
she told them that she could 
hear her family calling her 
but she was too afraid to 
show herself. 

"Something happens to 
you when you get lost like 
that. Your mind - you start 
to panic," Larson said. 

Some in the Yukon-Kus
kokwim Delta, such as Rivers 
and Peter Jacobs, remember 
the case of Gabriel Fox. Thir
ty years ago, Gabriel walked 
away from a children's home 
upriver to avoid punishment 
for some trouble he was in. 
Searchers chased the boy on 
their snowmachines but he 
was too fast for them. As he 
ran, his feet didn't touch the 
ground, Jacobs said, holding 
one hand about 10 inches 

'¥f!~ent ,\WdYt At~~,·~d. · .. ·J"~s /~~; ,.~::J•~bs 
.Jr., said he ·:.~· ·hei· saw 
Pavilla just last week, as he 
was riding from Atmautluak 
to Napakiak. 

above the other as he re
cot.it)ted the·.story. . 

Gabri{;l's ·· body was never 
found, Atch~ said. 

To brin~ck a . person 
wh(}.'is ),n limbo like tliat,'y.ou 
have . to touch him, some of 
the old people told Atchak, or 
spit on him. He will be s.kit
tish and afraid of people, but 
he will also be terribly 
thirsty. You might be able to 
lure him closer by pulling out 
a water bottle and drinking 
from it, Atchak learned . . 

Whoever t~cues him 
should try to keep him isolat
ed for about two weeks, Peter 
Jacobs told hilit; . . Give'-:~ 
only a ·sip. of wa~er .:at. t'iri;( 
and a tr4ce of dried : fish. As 
he recovers he Will gradually 
be able to tolerate more. 

Atchak said he talked to a 
Napakiak man who said he 
had such an experience after 
he was left for dead in minus 
30 degree weather. 

"He got touched by some
body,'' Atchak said. "He said 
he felt so heavY when he fell 
down. Then he woke up in the 
hospital." 

Apanguluk Kairaiuak, who 
is documenting the stories of 
Southwestern Alaska elders, 
said these experiences· are 
consistent with his under
standing of Yup'ik creation 
mythology. Ac~rding to this 
ancient belief, he said, people 
were created by animal, bird 
and fish spirits. Before they 
become people, the pre-hu
mans pass through three oth
er phases, gradually growing 
more connected to the earth 
and less connected to their 
creators, he said. When a cri
sis strikes, a person some
times reverts to an earlier 
phase, he said. 

"Without that kind of spiri
tual memory, our people 
would not be able to do this," 
he said. 

Atchak said he now under
stands the stories he would 
hear old people tell. 

"They used ·to talk about 

his son is alive. Soon after he 
went missing, the elder Pavil
la went to the trail he disap
peared from. He believes he 
heard his son in the bushes. 

"I saw someone up on a 
tree, standing up in a tr~,'' 
Jacobs said. "I got Jdn:c;t; of I 
spooked." 
. ·, He stayed a long distance 
away but he figures.J t ~as 
Pavilla because it was xpjles 
from .any village.and .tJte.'per
son standing on the branch 
had no snowmachine. 

"He was close by me but I 
couldn't see him," the father 
said in a recent telephone in
terview. 

A few weeks later, in At
mautluak, Moses Pavilla says 
he saw Richard heading into 
his sister's house. She was in
side but said she hadn't seen 
anyone. 

In · other rec.e.nt reports, 
people . 'have said Pavilla's 
face ·~ dark and his hair is 
long, Atchak said. 

"He's been outside for a 
heck of a long time," Atchak 
said. 

So Moses Pavilla keeps 
looking, riding his snowma
chine back and forth between 
the village, his fish camp and 
a neighboring village. 

"I never stay home much 
this winter, because I really 
need him,'' Moses Pavilla 
said by telephone last week. In Atmautluak, Pavilla's 

father looks for his missing j 
son every day. ------------

Moses Pavilla said he has 
1 

0 Reporter Liz Ruskin can be 
believed from the start that reached at lruskln@adn.com. 
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BY FRANCIS TEMMAN ~ 
..,.: 
~ GREENBELT, MD. • The Na-
Il. tional Aeronauti,cs and Space Ad
~ rilinistration is partly funding 
z research by a professor at the 
~ University of Washington in 
cc Seattle, Robert Winglee, who 
z thinks his magnetic propulsion 

system could make space travel 
about 10 times faster. 
Winglee's invention is only a 

prototype, but if lie can perfect it, 
exploration beyond the solar 
system would become possible. 

The next experimental tests will 
be conducted at the NASA Mar
shall Space Center in Huntsville, 
Ala. 

"The computer simulations al
ready have proved that my theory 
works. If it is validated by the 
tests that NASA Will conduct 
later this year, then we might see 
it become reality in the next 10 
years," Wmglee said during a pre
sentation at Goddard Space Cen
ter in Greenbelt, Md. 

He has l~ft more than one scien
tist stunned by the simplicity of 
his idea, which consists of en
veloping an engine in a magnetic 
bubble that would deflect the 
solar wind and accelerate a vessel 
to speeds of 80 kilometres per 
second, or 288,000 kilometres 
per hour. 

At this amazing speed, it would 
take only three or four years to 
reach the edge of the solar sys
tem, compared with 42 years us
ing the technology currently 
available. 

U.S. space shuttles with chemi
cal propulsion systems now 
travel at speeds of 27,700 kilo
metres per hour or 7.7kilometres 
per second. 

Winglee's inspiration came as 
he studied the frequent eruptions 
on the surface of the sun. He 
noticed that a magnetic field 
formed around spurts of plasma, 
or ionized gas, that were violently 
ejected into space. 

He also noted that the Earth it
self is protected from solar wind 
by the magnetosphere, which is 
essentially an enormous bubble 
surrounding the planet. 
This bubble deflects the gaseous 

winds travelling at speeds up to 
3.6 million kilometres per hour 
from the sun. The wind exerts a 
force, but it is not powerful 
enough to displace the Earth 
because of the planet's immense 
mass. 

However, the force could be 
enough to move the smaller mass 
of a spaceship, Wmglee explained 

His idea is to reproduce this 
bubble around a spa~es~ip. T~e 

DISPATCH, Columbus, OH- June 17, 2000 CR: J. Fry 

Monsters are lurking in the wilds of Ohio 
The other day I was drawn to a 

book in 'I'M Dispatch libracy: 'I'M 
Field Guide to North American · 
Monsters. It's subtitle is 
"Evecything You Need To Know 
About Encmmtering Over 100 
Terrifying Creatures in the Wild." 

They can leap great distances and 
run at mind-boggling speeds. They 
prefer to live on the outskirts of 
fanning communities or completely 
in the wild. "The Annouchiquois are 
renowned for their quick and 
volatile temper. They are easily 
angered, and their rage knows few 
bounds," the book says. 

fm not making this up. 

Some monsters, the book says, 
are found in or around Ohio, 
including cattle mutilators, 
Mothrnan, Orange Eyes, Seq>ent 
Woman and something called the 
Annouchiquois. 

The Annouchiquois are 
"ancient diminutive entities who 
have become embittered by the 

JOHN 
SWITZER 

They are capable of harassing 
folks with magical spells and 
enchantments, especially those who 
defile the land with landfills, 
chemical spills and pollution 

loss of their lands to human settlers and will 
attack people with little provocation," 
according to the book, which cites Indian 
mythology and folklore as sources. 

The Annouchiquois reportedly live in the 
fertile fannlands around the Great Lakes, and 
their population is estimated to be several 
hundred. 

They are described as stubby humanoids, 
who stand 3 feet tall and have exceedingly 
long arms and legs. They weigh in the 
neighborhood of 60 pounds and are 
onmivorous, the book says. 

"When an Annouchiquois is sitting, its 
knees actually extend at least 6 inches above 
the top of its (shnmken) head," the book says. 
In many ways, they resemble frogs. 

>-
; METEOROLOGY 
s 
~ Giant ice cubes · 
i · from Clear skies 
i tested in Spain 

I 

II 

I OZONE DEPRESSION LINK 
0 
0 

~ ~eteorite,counet 
o and aircraft 
{ theories excluded 
~ -------

t;~ MADRID • Giant ice cubes that 
~ fell out of clear Spanish skies in 
..J January may have been a result of 
~ global warming, experts studying 
0 the freak weather phenomenon 
~ havesaid. 
z One chunk from Chilches in the 

east of Spain weighed four kilo
grams and measured 20 by 26 
centimetres. 

If the troposphere - the first 15 
kilometres of the Earth's atmos
phere - heats up, it can provoke 
cooling in the stratosphere, pro
ducing giant hailstones, accord-

"A victim of the Annouchiquois' 
wrath might suddenly develop a lingering 
cough, painful rash, constant muscle spasms" 
or other ailments that cannot be cured by 
modern medicine~ 

When humans attempt to build near or 
encroach on Annouchiquois land, they will be 
plagued by fires, faulty equipment, diseased 
crops and livestock, broken windows and a 
host of mechanical failures, the book says. 

"Although unpredictable, these monsters 
are not inherently evil and only resort to 
dangerous trtcks to ensure the SUIVival of their 
species," the book says. 

The monsters can sometimes be appeased 
by offering gifts and showing an increased 
respect for the land, according to the book. 

I kind of like 'em 

ing to a report published in Geo
times, the American Geological 
Institute's magazine. 

Satellite maps generated by the 
_U.S. space ag~ncy ~A showed· 

a depression in the ozone layer 
over Spain between Jan. 8 and 17, 
when the ice cubes fell, the report 
compiled by 14 Spanish scientists 

"said. 
Analysis of the ice cubes proved 

they were not meteorites or aero
lites, such as comet tails, as origi
nally thought. 
The tests also ruled out the 

hypothesis that the ice had fallen 
from an airplane, said the head of 
the inquiry commission, Jesus 
Martinez-Frias, a geologist. 

Only nine of the 50 ice cubes 
tested turned out to be authentic. 
The others were "discovered" by 
jokers or trouble makers keen for 
media attention, the commission 
said. 

Documented incidents of this 
kind go back to the 19th century: 
for example, two kilograms of ice 
in Spain in 1826 and one kilo
gram in New Hampshire in 1851. 
In April, 1973, two kilograms fell 
in Manchester, England. 

The commission said its report 
was not a definitive explanation. 
Agence France-Presse, with files 

f rom National Post 

injection of plasma, helium for 
example, around the vessel would 
cause the bubble to swell and 
help propel the ship. 

unnecessary the immense Mylar 
sails to "surf" the solar wind that 
others have conceived. 

"What we're proposing to do is 
create a magnetic bubble to 
deflect the solar wind," Winglee 
explained. 

His invention, called Mini-Mag
netospheric Plasma Propulsion, 
M2P2, rests on long-known prin
ciples of physics. It would render 

"We have been stuck with chem
ical propulsion since the day of 
the V-2 rocket," laments Ed Weil
er, a NASA associate administra
tor. "If humans are ever to reach 
the stars, we need a lot more of 
this innovative thinking." 

Agence Fra nce-Presse 
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