UFO

2z MAY"HAVE BEEN
the most unusual
question to come up
ar a Presidential de-
bate. When modera-
tor Tim Russert asked Democraric
candidate Rep. Dennis J. Kucinich if
he’d ever seen a UFO, ,
the Ohio Congress-
man didn’t hesitate. “I
did,” he replied. While
this led to much
amusement in the
media, it also prompts
amore serious look at
the phenomenon of
Unidentified Flying Objects.
Humans have long asked: Are we
alone? Has our planet ever been vis-
ited by others? Among those com-
mitted to the search for evidm of

hfebeymdFatﬂxmdumat
the SETI (Search for Extraterrestrial
Intelligence) Institute. Thanks ro a
huge donatica from Paul Allen, the
co-founder of Microsoft, SETI—in
pa.rmetshxp with the Umvetsuy of

scopes near Hat
Creek in Northern
California. Known as
the Allen Telescope
Array, its purpose is
to pick up signals
from space.
Currently, there
are 42 telescopes in place. In 2010,
when the Allen array is complet-
ed, 350 telescopes will scan the
stars as far as 1000 light-years
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Still, most of the strange sights
. (They will not be looking for in the nigh sky are easy to explain—
:gngmpmndwsgnh)ﬁm whed!erit’sv'em?s,d:en?rduglighrs
individual telescopes will be searching mmmunﬁad@mpmg&r
different regions of the sky, bur they KUPOFOI'm‘IPk,plthOmWIdb
can be combined into one giant tele- manwasﬂymgoverCa.hfommlate
scope if needed to confirm someone’s mmgl:tml%ﬁwhaxhemm&ed
call from the darkness of space. “ablmgﬁtebandntcmsadmnpad:
Sighrings of UFOs have occurred ﬁomnghtmltft,umhngﬂ.amngde
since biblical times. Renaissance art- bris before it went out of sight.” The
{ work includes visions of strange fly- next day, Wideman leamed thata Rus-
ing objects in the sky. Many modern- sian rocket booster had burned up on
remain mysteries to this day. crossedZOnnlesxnﬁontofwrﬂngh:
Some sightings are nor easily pada,dosee.nafghmbespegzmlar.
dismissed. Years ago, the late Clyde Manysaennsts,mysdfmduded,
Tombaugh, the man who discov- behcveweatepmbablyx?otalonem
ered Pluto, observed green fireballs Oul'galaxyhltdn:mosthkdynom
in the sky. Unlike the ~ %nsvmmdusyu.‘Bven
ordinary greenish fire- Many lfaUPOhI:’;:e:;:::z
;p;ht“n the night, scu'_entlsts have a look inside and
aeewpivs  believethat coonn”
to
epecd up ducing their We are N0t Recendyjscbeion
B S alone in s B s s
But the more he appa;tedmmy ‘
thought about it, the the galaxy scope’s field of view.
more skeptical Tom- They climbed the sky,
baugh became abour his Slghtlng Mstopped,dlmmdbadmy
“Bven if they were visiting from a Wuﬂdlehown.-ltjhoughtabmnxt
planet circling the nearest star, Alpha ﬁ)rawhile.'l‘lm?tbume:Ab'out@O
Centauri,” he once told me, “an almost mihsfmmmymhancswm
stand it, would be required to accel- ﬁequwdylmmchmrockets.lmust
mtedmnfmmdmlwmtoour& have witnessed a missile launch.
| Thdic Maist B anctaii a » IfymhmaUFOsmry,bcskzp-
l! ack “Triple” Nickel, a retired Air tical Ask questions. If someone de-
Fo;]ucﬁgtx;?:ibt,alsoisampected scribes an object that hovers in the
astronomer. Early in his career, in sky, motionless, then tears off at twice
the fall of 1973, as he flew at night the speed of sound, ask how it could
Texas, a bright light suddenly ap- ewton’s motion. to ac-
pwedinﬁv:fltofhim. “It was either celerate to thar speed, and the faster it
close by and dim or far away and Spwds@,d!@teﬁ)mwwd@
bright,” he recalls. “It lasted about 20 {nﬂmmeannr{m,k;epm:chmg
minutes before vanishing.” Nickel Seeing unusual things is just one rea-
can’t rule out the possibility that the mmb?kupatd:emghtslq,agedy
light was the bright star Sirius shin- and passionately, and wonder. ¥,
ing through a break in the clouds, but
the sighting was never explained.
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NASA to

probe

for UFO data

A fede£ ruling requires the space agency to

turn over any {iles it might have related to a
1965 incident in a small Pennsylvania town

By Sean D. Hamill
Special to the Tribune

KECKSBURG, Pa. — The U.S.
governmeuni says nothing of
note happened in this sinall
town in the hills of snuthwest-
ern Pennsylvania at 4°47 pan. on
2. 9, 1965, A nwitzor may have
passed by, but no alien ship or
Russian space probe fell to
Earth, as many here believe.

Still, Bill Bulebush, 82, says
he knows what he saw, heard
and smelled, despite the doubts
of the government and others in
this community 40 miles south-
east of Pittsburgh.

“I looked up and saw it flying
overhead and it was sizzling,”
said Bulebush, a retired truck
driver. “I found it in the woods
down there[ina valley]jand I got
to it 15 to 20 minutes after it
landed. I saw it 10 to 15 feet away
from behind a big tree—because
I was worried it might blow
up—and it smelled like sulfur or
rotten eggs and was shaped like
a huge acorn, about the size ofa

diers and three members of the
Air Force showed up; later that
night a flatbed military truck
took the object away.

Despite such accounts, the
government has been “trying to
makeltoutlikewe xjeabunchof

have their best chance yet to
prove their case.

A recent settlement in a 4
year-long Freedom of Informa-
tion Act court battle requires
NASA to meticulously comb its
files for documents about the
Kecksburg incident.

The lawsuit was filed in De-
cember 2003 in the District of
Columbia by Leslie Kean, a free-
lance journalist, with financial
support from the SciFi Channel,
which ran a show that year ti-
tled “The New Roswell: Kecks-
burg Exposed.”

Searching for answers

Kean was asked by SciFi in
2002 to find a se with
credible witnesses and passible
physical evidence. She created
the Coalition for Freedom of In-
formation to support the effort
and to look info other “unex-
plained aerial phenomena.”

Part of Kean’s own criteria,
despite SciFi's title for the
Recksburg show, was to pick a
case as far removed as possible
from the 1947 incident in Ros-
well, NM.—thought by many to
be a crashed alien spaceship but

later revealed to be a top-secret
research balloon.
“The types that go to Roswell

and parade in the street in cos- -

tumes, we try to stay far, far

away from that,” she said.
Kean pressed the case after

she filed a Freedom of Informa-

tion Act request earlier in 2008 -

and NASA said it couldn’t find
any documents related to
Kecksburg. But Kean already
knew the space agency, which
had a program in the 1960s to re-
cover and analyze space debris,
had some documents. Stan Gor-
don, a UFO and Bigfoot re-
searcher with whom Kean was
working, had information he
got in response to a reqguest he
sent NASA in the 1990s.

“In the beginning, they prob-
ably saw Leslie’s request and
thought, ‘Oh, she's after
UFOs,”” said her attorney, Lee
Helfrich of Washington. “May-
be they just didn’t treat it seri-
ously at first.”

They do now.

From frustration, action

After NASA turned over
about 1,000 pages of documents
that railed to adequately adsy

dress Kear’s request, the case™
boiled over on March 20 for fed- |

eral Judge Emmet Sullivan,
who had tried to move NASA
along for more than three years.

periodically,
ingDec.17. NASAa]aoaxreedto
pay Kean $50,000 in attorneys’
fees and costs.

In a statement, NASA would
say only that it was “conducting
another records search.”

This past week Kean and her
attorney received the first batch
of documents: 689 pages of Form
135s, which are inventory sheets
that indicate what is in boxes
and files in NASA’s archives.

view for any documents related
to Kecksburg— Kean said she’s

“cautiously optlmistic that
they’ll turn up

“1 asked my attorney if she

found ihe ‘Kecksburg UFO Ex-
plained’ fle,” Kean said with a
laugh. “She said, ‘Not yet.” But
i'1n still hopeful.”

December 10, 2007

ManypeopleinKecksbm'gbe-
lieve Kean’s effort is just anoth- |
er frivolous step down the rab- '
bit hole of fantasy.

“I wouldn’t go along with the
stories because it didn’t hap-
pen,” said Ed Myers, 81, who
was chief of the Kecksburg Vol-
unteer Fire Deparitment in 1965
and said he didn’t seethedozens

decision that began when the
department encouraged UFO |

speculation by displaying a
mock-upcfthecraftthatBu]e—

bush and others said they saw.
The mock-up was created in
1990 for a documentary and now

- sits prominently on a hillside

behind the fire hall.

After years of rejecting efforts

to make money off the story, the
fire department hosted a wildly
popular Kecksburg UFO gather-

ing two years ago on the 40th an-
niversary, and began selling T-
shirts, mugs, plates and hats
with a picture of the flaming
acorn hurtling across the sky,
along with the date, Dec. 9, 1965.

Sales continue today at the
Kecksburg UFO Store in the
basement of the Rescue EMS

' headquarters hoﬁse near the

fire hall.

“We’'ve made about $10,000,
mostly from shirts, so far,” said
Ron Strueble, 64, a fire depart-
ment volunteer. “We're at the
! point now where we can start
' buying some additional eguip-
ment for the trucks.”

For Bulebush, the UFO store
is good for the town, but it’s the
lawsuit that he hopes will be his
validation. -

“I don’t have too much time in
this world. I'd like to be here to
see this through,” he said. “I
want to find out what they're
holding back on us.”

Is truth out there?

@ iranian air force encounter,
1976: Two Iranian F4 fighter
jets chase a UFO above Tehran.

was inoperable.
# Bentwaters landing case,
England, 1980: U.S. Air Force

the Bentwaters air base. One
theory was that the lights were
part of a practical joke.

One pilot says he tried to fire at .
the object but his equipment |

personnel report strange lights |
and a possible UFO landing near |

Photo for the Tribune by Annie O'Neil

some say a UFO landed in 1965
craft, which Bulebush claims to have seen, is behind them.

Stan Gordon stand near where

of the

P

Bili Bulebush (left) and UFO
in Kecksburg, Pa. A mock-u

Guard says the lights were from
jets using flares over a bombing
range south of Phoenix.

@ O'Hare sighting, Chicago,
Nov. 20086: Airline and ground
personnel at O'Hare Interna-
tional Airport report seeing a
UFO hovering over the airport
and then darting up, leaving a
hole in the clouds. The FAA said it
was a “weather phenomenon.”
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Lacomb sighting

Flbany Democrat-ferald

Sighting draws
LIGY s B

LACOMB — One clear evening last Septem- |
ber, Raye and Derral Laufer spotted what §

they thought were strange objects in the sky
above their home on Moran Lane in Lacomb.

They reported the incident to the National
UFO Reporting Center, and the Democrat-
Herald reported on their experience in Octo-
ber.

Since then, Raye has heard from about 100
people who have seen strange things in the
sky, and a few saw what she and her husband
did: Two silver, bullet-shaped objects heading
across the sky and a glowing ellipse size of a
Greyhound bus that hovered for about a
minute above the treetops of their forested
backyard and emitted sparks.

One caller was.upset that the couple didn’t
take any pictures. The Democrat-Herald
touched base with Raye again last week.

“I'll never get to the bottom of this,” she
said. “I’ll never get answers.”

Three members of the Mutual UFO Net-
work, known as MUFON, visited the Laufers
early last month from its headquarters in Bel-
lvue, Colo., and spent most of a Sunday after-
noon scouting their backyard with equipment
for remains of the craft the Laufers saw.

“They walked the property, wrote reports,

Davio

Rmhufuofhwﬁbwmihmﬂymhnhommnluhtlnlmhpﬁmbnr.

»

ects puzzle couple
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Albany, Oregon

October 18, 2007

"

rious o

Laufer

J

Myste

wrote down stuff, picked up
stuff,” Laufer said. After head-
ing to Albany for lunch, they
returned to her home and
stayed there until about 10 p.m.

“We drew the pictures of
what we’d seen and they took
pictures,” Laufer added.

The Laufers and the MUFON
group talked about sightings
and spirituality. Raye and her
husband of 19 yvears were
raised Baptist. Raye, S0, said she always fig-
ured the universe was large enough to sup-

port other life but wasn’t concerned about

proving it.

The Laufers moved two years ago to their
home about five miles outside Lacomb from
Lebanon, where they lived for 13 years. Both
were raised in Eugene and have three grown
children from prior marriages. Derral has
worked for 13 years as an auto technician at
a Corvallis car dealership. !

Raye TiVos programs about unidentified
flying objects and researches them on the In-
ternet. She’s learned about an Oregon UFO
Festival held each May at the Hotel Oregon

McMenamin’s in McMinnville. She said she-

plans to attend with her daughter and a
friend.
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Spooklights’ source is still unknown

ONLYIN ¢

A\Q X i S‘; “g’&

By Gene CurTis

loating 1lghts that
bounce  the

tops, appear

ﬁledzleofabuhethaﬂinandm
quently are seen
haunting the area where Okla-
homa, sas and Missouri
converge. g

The lights can be seen from
a country road known as
S?ook tRoadmnnyﬁmcs
cdid year--espechnyatmis

airAfben\ll,l-lalloweeniointlne

Siigivinsers i findreds of -

cars will be driving two roads
- E40 in Hornet, Mo., and
E50inMianﬂnearQuapaw

trying to get a glimpse of the
light that some say is rectan-
mmd others claim is

have been offered early 1

overthe emeoe:plﬁnthe

gﬂ@” %ﬂﬁ% Wﬂﬁ‘-f”

tt’ ,‘ jumping
~ high bluff overlooﬁnx Spring

claim that th

pllea.
— but@ the

ghosts

Camp Promenade,
the legen

zpookhgh' t for severzi weeks
1946 and eoncluded
e phenomenon was “a

myateﬂont ltght of unknown

orglnn‘larspookﬁghmfoundin
many other parts of the world
fre- have baffled observers for cen-

in the
color

with an
eerie

about. u
or horizon.

ticed by settlers in the late

Among the earliest legends

some was that a handsome young

American Indian man fell in

scien- lowae e‘imh aamﬁﬁxi woman
ol sores ¢ v ~and you w it when the time

‘Fearing they would be cap-
tured, the couple committed
micide by from a
River known as the Dtgvtill;
According e
the light burns as a
symbol of love between the

legends
lnvolve people using lanterns

uri comm of
Hornet when it was &m .

dnnoe
near the ground  being beheaded.

source isa A Qu

Another early Kegend is

about an old
was captured
War battle and was executed
gfusingacannonwshootoﬁ

head, which was never |
the found. The old sergeant's

ghost somehow obtained a

lantern and since then has

been searching for his head.
A Joplin librarian said in

1997 said she always figured it
was an accumulation of gases

A Spooksviﬂe Musseum was
operated for several years but
it has been closed for some
time. It displayed photographs
and a collection of stories
about the light as well as a
viewing platform. It also of-
fered for sale pamphlets about
the spooklight.

Some experts claimed the

ant who |
ng a Civil |

light is simply the glow of min-

erals and gases in the area,

UFO experts have claimed the

lightis a oonu'olled machine

from outer sau-
‘cers from o

Popular Mechanics

ziii% sent a

€ area in 1965

the light and a

g:’;:mber of theories concern-

its cause,
- The reporter later wrote in

rterandp o

an article published in the Sep-
tember 1965 magazine that
the light was produced by au-
tomobiles traveling east. on
U.S. 66 about 10 miles from
the point where sightings of
p henomenon had been re-
ﬁ;h rted. The magazine said the
t's unusual shimmering ef-
fect and the golden hue were
caused by layers of air with
varying temperature.
But area residents pointed

Tulsa World archive

Garland “Spooky” Middleton was one of a succession of people who ran a spooklight
museum near the Oklahoma-Missourl border. The museum Is now closed, but the spooklight
phenomenon has never been fully explained.

out as soon as the magazin

was published that the l!ght
was seen long before there
were automobiles or highways
in the area.

Photog reh
by Pachale Vaughan

TULSA WORLD
{ Tulsa, Oklahoma
October 30, 2007
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Still the champ in

sightings

a continuing series

UFO

Since 1975, North Bergen had most

reports in USA

By Jim Hague

| Reporter staff writer

Editor’s Note: This is part of Our Creepy

- County, a series that looks at Hudson

County’s mysteries, myths, macabre

' moments, and things that go bump in the

i unidentified

S

night. .

the township of North Bergen. For some
reason, this densely-populated town in
northern Hudson County has had the highest
number of reported sightings of aliens and
ying objects (UFOs) over the

It’s probably the most unknown fact about

last 30 years.

Most of them have been centered out of t the

southeastern end of North Hudson Braddock
Park, a large park named after deceased
boxer James “Cinderella Man” Braddock.
The North Bergen. sightings have been
documented and reported to several agen-
cies, including the National UFO Reporting

Center in Seattle and the Center for UFO

Studies in Chicago.

Since two people reported a major sighting
to federal authorities back in 1975, there
have been a total of 775 sightings or inci-
dents involving North Bergen residents, eas-
ily the highest total of reported incidents in

" the United States, according to Marc

Sodderstrom of the National UFO Reporting
Center in Seattle.

In the last 32 years, the reports far exceed-
ed those of the more famous location of

i Roswell, N.M., or other popular UFO sight-

ing spots like Hudson Valley, N.Y. and Guilf
Breeze, Fla. — places that have had at least
500 sightings over the years.

So how did all of this start in the quiet but
busy town of North Bergen? '

-

Started with liquor store owner

The UFO craze in North Bergen began in

" earnest on Jan. 12, 1975, when a 72-year-old

liquor store owner named George O’Barski
was driving home through North Hudson
Braddock Park at approximately 2:45 a.m.

He began to experience some heavy static
on his car radio, then listened-as the radio
went dead.

O’Barski apparently_heard a loud noise
from above. When he glanced over his
shoulder, he saw a roumf flat object with

lowing, rectangular windows that hovered

hind his car, according to what he told
authorities.
- O’Barski told federal officials that the
object came to a stop about 100 feet ahead
of his car. It was hovering 10 feet off the
ground and was about 30 feet wide, he said.
It was flat at the bottom and brightly domed
at the top.

O’Barski told the authorities that a ladder
came from the object, and between eight and
11 identical creatures emerged.
He said they were three to four feet tall and
all wore dark snow-suit like uniforms with
helmets. Each had a small bag and a little
shovel. They quickly scooped up soil sam-
ples, poured the samples into the little bags,
and then immediately got back onto the
craft.

So was this a Steven Spielberg film crew,
or did it really happen?

O’Barski further told officials that the

isode lasted like three minutes. At sun-
rise, he went back to North Hudson
Braddock Park to make sure he wasn’t
dreaming the incident. There were several
holes in the soil where he witnessed the

aliens allegedly digging, he said.

And O’Barski was not alone with his
sighting.

A doorman who was working at the
Stonehenge apartment complex across fromi
the park on the other side of Boulevard East
also noticed the glowing object hovering

100 feet over Braddock Park. The doorman,
whose actual identity was never revealed,
also told both local police and federal offi-
cials that when the object started its ascent,
it forced windows to be shattered in the
apartment complex and that a large tree
adjacent to the complex was split in half.

“We might have thought he was a little
crazy at first, but he was certain that he saw
what he did,” said O’Barski’s son, George

. O'Barski Jr,, on an A&E Network special

about UFOs that aired for the first time in

see UFO page 13

UFO SIGHTING SITE - This Is the area of
' North Hudson Braddock Park, with the
- Stonehenge Apartments in the fo
O’'Berski spofied “eight to 11
humanoid” creatures coming out of some

where George
sort of a spacecraft in 1975,

UFO from page 7

2005. “It really bothered my father
that people thought he was lying.”

It was also later revealed that
O’Barski and the unnamed
Stonehenge doorman did not know
each other, and it was impossible for

the two to collaborate on their stories. .

The doorman at the Stonehenge also
noticed another key point to his sight-
ing. The creature he spotted was not
wearing a coat, and the temperatures

were in the teens that early morning. .

Two invéstigators talk
about it

The O’Barski case intrigued two
people who are now linked in the
world of UFO investigation.

Ted Bloecher, who currently lives in
Secaucus, is an experienced stage

actor, having performed in “Guys and |

Dolls,” “My Fair Lady” and “Oliver”
on Broadway. But as a child,
Bloecher was always fascinated with
the study of UFOs (called ufology)

round,

‘and

‘engulfed with O’Barski’s tale.
Bloecher, now a regular UFO inves-

‘tigator, went to interview O’Barski

'about his story in the late 1970s. .

" “Since I'm an experienced stage

eventually became totally

-actor, I know very well what is a
'staged act and what is real,” Bloecher
said last week. “The scene of them
‘getting soil samples was fake. It was
‘'staged. Their real target was George
-O’Barski. They weren’t interested in
‘soil samples. They wanted him.”
Another UFO researcher also
intrigued by the O’Barski story was a

writer named Budd Hopkins. In fact, .

‘bath Bloecher and Hopkins were so

‘intrigued by O’Barski’s saga — a story

that both experts eventually believed
to be real after interviewing O’Barski
— that they have since teamed forces
in the pursuit-of other “close encoun-
ters.” The two cyrrently conduct UFO
sighting seminars throughout the
country.

The reason Hopkins was so fasci-
nated by the O’Barski sighting is that
Hopkins had just visited a friend
inside the Stonehenge apartments in
North Bergen a week before the
O’Barski sighting, :

<< 3I9Vd ILX3N
NO d3NNILNOD




“It was more than a bizarre coinci-
dence,” Hopkins would later say.

- Newspaper reports were minimal
after the O’Barski incident. Both the
local dailies, the Jersey Journal and
the now-defunct Hudson Dispatch,
barely wrote of the incident, giving it
only a few paragraphs each.

According to O'Barskis son, his
father went to his grave in 1979 thor-
oughly believing that what he saw
that fateful evening did, in fact, take
place. -

Close encounter...

This incident was classified as a
“close encounter of the second kind”
because of physical evidence found at
the scene, and also as one “of the
third kind,” just like in the famed
1978 movie starring Richard
Dreyfuss, because witnesses describe
observing UFO’s.

UFO researcher Jerome Clark cites

the O’Barski-North Bergen incident

as one of the best-documented of its
kind, because the core story was cor-
roborated by numerous independent
witnesses.

Later sightings

As it turned out, O'Barski wasn’t
alone. -

In 1979, North Bcrgen resident
Harold Stith was also driving through
North Hudson Braddock Park in
almost the same exact location that
O’Barski traveled four years prior.
Again, it was at night.

“My father was driving home from
work, driving on Boulevard East, and
he turned into the [Braddock] park,”
said Secaucus resident Robert Stith,
the son of Harold, who is now
deceased. “As soon as he turned off

see UFO page 15
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into the park, his car just stopped dead.
Then the radio went dead. A bright light
came on top of the car and then my father
heard some strange things on the radio,
some language that he didn’t understand.
He then noticed it was some sort of space-
ship. The doors of the ship opened and these
ittle grey men with big eyes came out. The
next t%ling my father knew was that the door
shut and they flew off. He thought it was
iike 10 minutes, but as it turned out, it was
like three hours, My mother said that my
father came home three hours late.”

Hopkins, who also investigated the Stith
case, believes that Stith was abducted.

“He believed that he was abducted,”
Robert Stith said. “We all thought he was
crazy. He didn’t-want the story to come out
because other people would have thought he

. was nuts.” :

Two days after Stith had his close
encounter, he told his family that he had a
dream about the Miss America pageant.

“My, father named the winner, what she
wore, what she performed, where she was
from,” Robert Stith said. “No one took it
seriously. We didn’t have an affiliation with

the pageant and we had no idea why he
wourd pick the Miss America winner.”

INTEREST PIQUED - Well-known
author and UFO expert Budd
Hopkins, shown here, became so
fascinated with the North Bergen-
O’'Barski sighting In 1975 that he
dedicated his life to proving that
the incident took place.

Sure enough, Harold Stith’s prediction came
true. Two weeks later, it all happened just
like Stith said it would. Cheryl Prewitt of
Mississippi, the one Stith named after his
dream, was crowned the Miss America of
1980.

“I don’t think he ever had a theory as to
wh(); he could have done that,” Robert Stith
said.

The elder Stith never predicted the future
ever again, )

Again, there was a small article written in
the Hudson Dispatch about several people
spotting a glowing object in North Hudson
Braddock Park that evening.

‘Racing blips’ in 1985

The reported sightings came to a halt for a
few years, until 1985, when Ron Lee report-
ed seeing three stationary sets of lights in
the area, all oval in shape. Then, the lights
took off into the sky. Ninetta Nappi reported
the same lights as “racing blips.”

In 1988, two different North Bergen resi-
dents_reported seeing shdpes that looked
like “white and green diamonds” flying over
Braddock Park.

In 1993, a North Bergen schoolteacher,
Ann Barlovich, reported seeing a “large
elliptical light with an eerie glow, a blimp-

like object.”

“I know what I saw and it wasn’t like any-
thing else I'd ever seen before,” Barlovich
said in the 2005 A&E special.

In 1999, a resident of the Parker Imperial
condominium complex said that he was
standing on his balcony and was ready to
take a picture of the sunset, when he noticed
something peculiar. The man took the pic-
ture, then downloaded the picture to his
computer and noticed three weird orbs in the
photo.

“I really didn’t see the orbs when I took the

picture,” Marc Taylor said. “Only when I
reviewed it later.”
_ Finally, on Nov. 3, 2003, the last two sight-
ings reported to the National UFQ
Reporting Center, both spotted near
Braddock Park.

At 5:40 p.m. that day, two North Bergen
residents reported seeing something in the
dusk sky. One witness saw something that
looked like a star, but then it
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His father went to his grave in 1979 believing he'd seen a UFO.

moved in circles, then in a zig-zag motion. It
moved for about five seconds, stopped for a
bit, then continued the circular and zigzag-
ging routine. Another witness saw the same
exact thing,

“At first I thought that my vision was play-
ing with me, or may be the clouds, gut 1
tried looking at other stars, and they did not
move at all,” the report reads on the
National UFO Reporting Center board.
“After an hour, the light became steady and
stopped moving. [ do not know if what [ saw
was a UFO, but it was too high to be a _plane
or a helicopter.”

Pet;:r Jennings wefghs in

The late ABC News anchor Peter Jennings
did a special report on UFOs in November
of 2004 and he hinted at the number of
sightings in North Bergen, wondering if it
was just coincidence or fact-based.

The A&E special report also focused an
entire hour on the North Bergen sightings,
esglecially the famed O’Barski sighting. The
A&E special aired for the first time in 2005
and has been often repeated.

In the Peter Jennings report, ABC claimed
that almost 50 percent of Americans believe

- that UFOs are real, not to mention millions

of individuals in other countries. Whether
these cases happened remain between those
who reported the sightings. Federal records
of the reports have never been releasedl to
the public. - ;

Police chief remembers

North Bergen Police Chief William
Galvin, a native of the township, remembers
the craze as a 21-year-old who had yet to
become a police officer.

“I just remember the hype and then I just
saw the{A&E) special on TV and it remind-
ed me,” Galvin said. “We laugh about it. No *
one has ever received a call reporting a UFO
to the Police Department. It is a mind-bog-
gling number to think so many have been
reported here. But as far as I know, I don’t
remember anyone calling the police with
these cases. We might have got a call or two
about'strange objects, but no one ever made
a big deal about it. I can’t believe we're
number 1 on that list. It amazes me.” )

But obviously, the cases existed and were
reported and remain on file. Incredibly,
since The North Bergen Reporter last wrote
about the sightings in 2005, the article has
been posted on several different UFO web-
sites throughout the country. Q )

Jim Hague can be reached via e-mail at
either OGSMAR@aol.com or jhague@hud-

sonreporter.com
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The Ramirez cartoon’s cruel depic-
tion of presidential candidate Dennis
Kucinich as a raving idiot saying, “Of
course I've seen a UFO. How do you
think I got here?” is merely a disingenu-
ous attempt to discredit Kucinich’s pro-
gressive bid for the presidency and his
recent motion before Congress to im-
peach Vice President Dick Cheney.

What Rep. Kucinich actually said at
the Oct. 31 Philadelphia debate was, “It
was an unidentified flying object, OK?
It’s, like, it’s unidentified.” Kucinich said
also, “You have to keep in mind
that . . . Jimmy Carter saw a UFO, and
also that more people in this country
have seen UFOs than, I think, approve of
George Bush’s presidency.” The latter
statement is certainly on target.

I find it more than coincidental that
Kucinich made his UFO claim on the
same day that he questioned President
Bush’s mental health in light of com-
ments he made about a nuclear Iran pre-
cipitating World War ITL

An “unidentified” sighting merely
means the object cannot be identified,
not that the object is necessarily from
never-never land. Former Presidents
Ronald Reagan and Jimmy Carter are
both reported to have claimed UFO
sightings. The three astronauts on
Apollo 11 in 1969 also said they saw a
UFO. Fourteen percent of Americans

are reported to have seen an UFQ. Larry
King recently hosted a UFO show.

An international panel of two dozen
former pilots and government officials
called on the U.S. government recently
to reopen its generation-old UFO inves-
tigation as a matter of safety and secu-
rity given continuing reports about fly-
ing discs, glowing spheres and other
strange sightings.

Come on right-wing newspaper, give
the progressives a break!

Epwarp TayLoR.
MIDLOTHIAN.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Starting
today, Gary Lindstrom returns
to the Summit Daily News as

a regular Monday columnist.

nidentified Flyi
' l ' Objects havslg:elg in
the news lately.

It came up during a recent
Democratic presidential
debate. Apparently, Con-
gressman Dennis Kucinich,

. D-Ohio, had previously stat-

ed publically that he had per-
sonally seen a UFO. When he
was asked about it, he admit-
ted to making the statement
and having seen-a UFO.
Three cheers for the con-
gressman for his courage and
honesty. No cheers for the
press who made a major joke
out of his statement.

That was followed this past
week by a national conference
in Washington, D.C., of a
group of very credible people
relating their iences hav-
ing seen UFOs during their
careers. The participants were
from seven countries and the
United States. One was a for-
mer of Arizona.

An witness was a former
four-star general from Bel-
gium. A lot of airline pilots

. came forward to share what

they had seen. Transcripts of
astronauts talking about see-

o

CONSIDER THIS

GARY LINDSTROM

ing UFOs in space were read.
When I was a police agent
working in Lakewood, there
was a report of a sighting
above the power lines on
South Table Top Mountain
near Golden. The witnesses
said that the saucer-like craft

- hovered above the power

lines for about five minutes
and then lifted straight up
into the sky. In Summit Coun-
ty in the early 1980s, we had a
report of an aircraft hovering
above the Dillon Reservoir. It
was black and had red, blue,
yellow and green lights. It did
not make any sound. '

When it left it shot straight
up into the sky out of sight.
" Acouple of days later we
had the same report of some-
thing above the landfill near
Keystone. Some campers were
disturbed while sleeping and
they woke up to see this
“ship” above the landfill.

The classic local event

Kucinich s not the only one seeing ¢

actually made the front page
of the National Enquirer. I
will not use the real names
because one of the witnesses
still works and lives in Sum-
mit County.

I was living on Straight
Creek Drive in Dillon Valley.
The sheriff at the time lived on
Straight Creek Drive also, but
at the other end. We always
left our radios on at home just
to monitor what was happen-
ing in the county.

All of a sudden, the com-
munications center broadcast
that a strange aircraft had
been sighted above Silver-
thorne and they dispatched
one of our deputies. A high-
ranking elected official at the
time also monitored the police
radio and started in that direc-
tion, too. The sheriff and I
decided not to respond.

The deputy drove north to
about Ute Pass Road where
they encountered the UFO
hovering in the sky. They
watched it for a time and it
left and they went back home.

The National Enquirer
picked up the story and ran it
the next week with a photo of
the deputy in uniform point-
ing to the sky. The sheriff and
I to this day are thankful we
did not respond. When I was
in the Air Force, there was a

SUMMIT DAILY NEWS
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major government project
tracking sightings of UFOs. It
was ta “Project Blue
Book,” and I remember read-
ing many accounts of Air
Force pilots and ground per-
sonnel seeing UFOs in the air
and on the ground. It is
reported that there were
more than 12,618 UFO
reports from 1947 to 1969.
Reports indicate that the
CIA in 1987 tried to hush up
the sighting of a huge lighted
ball four times the size of a
jumbo jet. Around the same
time, the Summit County
Communications Center
received calls from the Frisco

area about a bright object rac- -

ing down Ten Mile Canyon
on Interstate 70 at a high rate
of speed. Witnesses in Copper
Mountain had the same sight-
ing and reported that it con-
tinued up to the top of Vail
Pass. Eagle County Dispatch
received many calls as the
lighted object continued west.
The last reports of sightings
came from Glenwood Springs.
Talk about being bipartisan,
it has been reported that
Ronald Reagan and Jimmy
Carter both have seen UFOs.
The strangest story that I
remember was when a man
was kidnapped in the winter
by a group of men dressed in

lose encounters

full white uniforms and then
was tied up and hung from a
tree in Monte Cristo Guich
south of Breckenridge.

That maguor may not be a
UFO story but it certainly
happened and was strange.
The victim could not have tied
himself up and then hung
himself from a tree.

He was not harmed and
was rescued by a local resi-
dent passing by his location.

We always knew that Army
Rangers sometimes did night
training in the snow in Sum-
mit County, so that might
account for the men in white
uniforms. Of course, the Army
denied having anyone in the
area. Another Army tie-in. The
Army High Altitude Heli-
copter training center is at
Eagle County Airport in Gyp-
sum. They fly over Summit
County all the time. The only
problem with that is I have
never heard a quiet helicopter.

Maybe I witnessed some of
this stuff. Maybe not. My lips
are sealed. I might want to run
for president someday.

Gary Lindstrom has lived
in Summit County since 1974
and is a retired police officer
and a recovering politician.
He can be contacted at
gary@garylindstrom.com.
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Bel Air man writes of
UFOs in wartime

Research of WWII events uncovers the
unexplained

By Cassandra A. Fortin

The peculiar red orb hung motioniess in the
summer sky near Frederick.

A boy at the time, Keith Chester vividly
recalls that day in 1966. It was about 6:30
p.m. and Chester was on his way to a
friend's house. As he walked, he noticed a
shiny red ball in the sky near the Catoctin
Mountains.

Keith Chester (pictured) wrote his book
after talking with Leonard Stringfield,
an American flier who reported having
a UFO experience in the sky near
Japan.

"The hair on the back of my neck stood
straight up," Chester said. "| was so scared
that | ran into my neighbor’s house. | still
think it was a UFO." To this day, the 50-year-
old Bel Air resident has not been able find an
explanation for the object, but the incident
sparkad an interest in unidentified flying
objects.

In recent years, Chester's interest has grown
into a passion that led him to write Strange
Company: Military Encounters with UFOs in
VWWIL. The 320-page book contains

descriptions of UFO sightings by American
and British service members culled from
research that included documents at the
National Archives.

The road to writing the book began with that
boyhood sighting of the red object. Chester
devoured books about UFOs and became
interested in space. He wanted to be an
astronaut until he realized he didn't have the
necessary aptitude for math, so his interest
shifted to World War Il history. From 1978 to
19¢8, Chester portrayed an infantry soldier
as a member of the Military Historical
Reenactment Society, taking part in events
around the region.

Over time, Chester's interest in UFOs
waned. But it was reignited in 1989 when he
met Leonard Stringfield, who was director of
Civilian Research, interplanetary Flying
Objects, a research group during the 1950s,
that produced books about UFOs.

was a sergeant in the 5th Air
Foirce during World War |l and said he had
his own UFO sighting.

Chaster said Stringfield told him about how
he was among the first people to fly into
mainland Japan after the bombing of
Nagjasaki. Stringfield said that he was on a
plane flying between le Shima and Iwo Jima,
when he looked out the window and saw
three luminous, disk-shaped objects flying in
formation.

"He told me that the objects had no outline,
no exhaust, and no wings," Chester said,
who works as a freelance artist.

Stringfield heard a commotion in the cockpit
- the engine was malfunctioning. But when
the objects disappeared, the plane was able
to land safely, Chester recalls Stringfield
saying.

"Tc hear his story was mesmerizing," he
sai.

Chester wanted to learn more about UFO
sightings during WWIL. In 1999, he began
visiting the National Archives once a week to
study military records for information about
UFO sightings during the war.

Throughout almost four years of research,
Chester found documents detailing sightings
described as objects, lights, flares, strange
lights or rockets.

"The sightings that were documented were
considered phenomena," he said. “The
military thought that they knew what they
were observing, but the objects didn't match
anything that was known by military
intelligence."

The sightings he found include a silver,
cigar-shaped object that looked like an
airship. He also found a preponderance of
information about unexplained objects
reported by members of the 415th Night
Fighter Squadron, a former Army Air Forces
fighter squadron that fought during World
War |l

"Some of the soldiers thought the objects
they saw were beyond the realm of
conventional technology,” Chester said. "But
there is something extraordinary happening
out there ... and there is a phenomenon that
exists, and | believe that it's extraterrestrial.”

At a reunion of the night fighters, Chester
met Harold Augspurger, a commander of the
squadron, who recounted a sighting that
Chester details in his book. While flying near
the border of France and

Augspurger said he saw a light in the sky

thatheemﬂdnotpickuponmeradar

"l believethatwhat | saw was somethlng
from some other space,” Augspurger, 88,
said in a telephone interview from his home
in Dayton, Ohio. "I think it's real important to
document it because it's a piece of history."

By 2002, Chester concluded he had enough
information to write a book. He was struck by
how much documentation existed and
figured most people weren't aware of it. He
said he has come across so much material
that he has begun work on a second book.

"The phenomenon was far larger than ever

expected,” he said. "I found that the military
applied known terminology and didn't come

up with answers. They would call somethlng
aflare, but it didn't act like a flare.”

Along the way, Chester has encountered
plenty of skepticism, even from friends. But
he said his goal is not to persuade people
one way or the other.

“It's up to the people who read my book to

decide what the objects truly were," he said.
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Latest developments
in Ufology

The UFO Phenomenon is not
going away. UFOs are still being
observed worldwide. Locally, more
witnesses are coming forward and
telling about their personal sight-
ings that they have had from the
past or present. They are feeling
more comfortable in talking about
it, because they know that the reali-
ty of the UFO mystery is on the rise.
In many cases, they have given me
permission to use their names.
These are very credible people that I
am referring to. Others remain
anonymous if they so choose.

In the near future, Phyllis
Budinger, a retired chemist from
Chagrin Falls will be on the History
Channel. It will show some chemi-
cal tests and results-of some famous
UFO cases. Phyllis is a long-time
friend of mine.

" I have created a binder of infor-
mation about the Bruce Stevenson
UFO sighting of Feb. 1, 1948. This
includes old newspaper articles
about this extraordinary event.
These binders are located for public
display at our local Historical
Society, the Circleville Library, and
the Welcome Center. Please feel
free to look at them.

Investigation was done about
orange bursts of light being
observed and reported in southern
Pickaway ‘County in September. It
was discovered that they were being
released from F16s flying out of the

.  _______ _____ ___ __ __ ________ ______ ____ __ __________]
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Air National Guard Base in
Springfield. All the witnesses were
notified of this explanation from
some of the sightings. However,
because of this investigation, it was
discovered of a genuine UFO sight-
ing. This occurred with a strange
object following a mother and
daughter home late at night in early
July. It hovered outside while they
went inside their home. There is no
natural explanation for this report. It
is on file with many other unknown
sightings from Pickaway County. A

full report was made to the Mutual -

UFO Network located in Colorado.

In° September, the Stephen
Greer's Disclosure Project video
was shown on the local Circleville
Cable CGTVS. Several ex-govern-
ment and military witnesses made
statements, because of their person-

al experiences which resulted in-

knowing that yes, UFOs do exist.
This video was shown from efforts

» of the Roundtown UFO Society and

permission of the stc).osure
Project.

I spoke to the local Klwams Club
in August and the Sertoma Club in

. November. The members of both of

these fine organizations who were
there found out about the unknown
facts related to unidentified flying
objects.

In the fall, the public was invited
to the Sandy Barthelmas farm on
Route 56. This was to show the site
where Bruce Stevenson had his his-

“toric UFO sighting in 1948. In the

spring, this invitation will be
extended again. Any dates will be

again advertised through the per-
mission of the landowner.

Congressman Dennis Kucinich
of Ohio was at a recent Presidential
Debate. While there he acknowl-
edged that he had observed an
unidentified flying object. His
response was to a question by news-
man Tim Russert. This occurred on
national television. Two former
Presidents, Ronald Reagan and
Jimmy Carter, each spoke early in
their. political careers of seeing
UFOs.

The Larry King Show on Nov. 9
was about UFOs, It was one of the
most objective shows that I have
ever watched on television on this
subject. The presentation was a very
positive view about the existence of
these objects. The lone skeptic
looked foolish and nervous to the
evidence presented.

On Nov. 12, a news conference

was held at the National Press Club -

in Washington, D. C. Some 14 indi-
viduals from seven different coun-
tries were there to talk about their
UFO experiences and the knowl-
edge of their existence. Many were
former military pilots. Only CNN
briefly covered this important event.

* The other major news outlets did

not report on it for whatever reason.
If anyone has questions about the
UFO mystery contact me at 477-6252

or at rufos@columbus.rrcom, Our

website is www.roundtownufosoci-
ety.com.

Pete Hartinger
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test — with a soore of 80 percent.
He says he’s had a UFO en-_
counter on his back deck — he
describes seeing an object about
500 to 1,000 feet away that was
bathed in suffused light and
traveling in a rotary motion.

Arkansas Democrat fEK Gpazette

NOVEMBER 14, 2007 » ®
W

But he admits, “The (UFOS)
that I have seen, vi

From Rowell’s point of view,
though, there is one UFO case
that was but a balloon
— the alleged 1947 spaceship
crash outside Roswell, N.M.

Rowell does not buy that the
crash resulted from a failed Air

Force project involving high-

knowledge not just UFOs and
such,” says Hartley. “He’s kind
of taken me as an apprentice.”

Rowell encourages UFO neo-
phytes to read as much as they
can on the

“If you really want to under-
stand what’s going with UFOs, I
tell people, ‘You've got to read,””
he says. “And don’t read on the
Internet. Go to a large public k-
brary, not an academic library.”

®
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Panel: Reopen
study of UFOs

Unexplained encounters cited

By Sara A. Carter
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

An international panel of
scientists, retired military
personnel and former high-
ranking officials called on the
U.S. government yesterday to
reopen investigations into
UFO phenomena.

“Following in the footsteps
of its now-defunct Project
Blue Book, we propose that
the United States Air Force

‘reopen its research effort, or

that the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration ini-
tiate such a research effort,”
stated the declaration, signed
by 19 panelists with the Coali-
tion for Freedom of Informa-
tion.

James Fox, director and
producer of the documentary
film “Out of the Blue,” orga-
nized the unlikely group, 1n-
cluding moderator and former
Arizona Gov. Fife Symington.
Members of the group spoke
candidly of their unexplain-
able close encounters to a
packed room at the National
Press Club.

Mr. Symington, a pilot and
former Air Force o , Te-
counted his experience near
Phoenix in 1997, dubbed the
“Phoenix lights” He said he
“witnessed a massive delta-
shaped craft” navigate over
Squaw Peak, a mountain

near the desert city.

Ell‘{:e incident, which was
witnessed by thousands of
people in Arizona, was tele-
vised internationally. The Air
National Guard eventually
claimed responsibility, saying
that ﬂmr pilots were drop-

“I mll don’t know what it
was,” Mr. Symington said. “I
can definitively say that this
craft did not resemble any
man-made object I'd ever
seen. And it was certainly not
high-altitude flares, because
flares don't fly in formation.”

He added that the “U.S. can
no longer shun international
dialogue about this phenom-
ena.”

The former governor was
not alone. Other panelists
from England, Belgium, Peru,
France and Iran have docu-
mented evidence of unex-
plainable encounters with
UFOs — short for unidenti-
fied flying objects.

Nick Pope, formerly with
the British Defense Ministry,
said that in 1993 the agency
investigated the famous Ren-
delsham Forest incident, east
of Ipswich, in Suffolk, Eng-
land. The panelists included
former U.S. Air Force person-
nel who witnessed the unex-
plainable sightings. He said
his agency was contacted by
U.S. authorities.

James Penniston, a retired
U.S. Air Force senior security
analyst who held top-secret
security clearances for the
U.S. and NATO, said he wit-
nessed the triangular-shaped
craft with blue and yellow
lights in the Rendelsham inci-
dent.

“When we arrived near the
suspected crash site, it
quickly became apparent that
we were not dealing with a
plane crash or, for that matter,
anything else we'd ever re-
sponded to.”

Mr. Penniston said the U.S.
government needs to reopen
the investigations regarding

. UFO sightings and should not

continue to dismiss those
whose expertise is valid.

In 1976, retired Gen.
Parviz Jafari of the Iranian
air force said he encountered
a UFO over Tehran. Mr. Jafari
said he was contacted by of-
ficials from the U.S. who also
were investigating the inci-
dent.

Mr. Jafari said the object
was flashing with intense red,
green, orange and blue lights.
He said that at one point he
thought the object was a mis-
sile and tried to fire a heat-
seeking missile at it, “but my
missile panel went out.”

“Later, a once-classified
document was released here
in America through the Free-
dom of Information Act,” Mr.
Jafari said. “The Defense In-
telligence Agency docu-
mented the event in great de-
tail. . . . The DIA assessment
said ‘this case is a classic that
meets all necessary conditions
for a legitimate study of UFO
phenomenon’ ”
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Kecksburg UFQ incident
gets another look

A judge orders NASA to
search through its files
for reports on the case.

BY CHUCK BRITTAIN
TRIBUNE-REVIEW

A Greensburg man who is a
well-known UFO researcher is
lauding a decision by a federal
Judge after he ordered NASA to
search its archives once again
for documents concerningan in-
cident in Kecksburg more than
40 years ago, a step the space
agency has long fought in fed-
eral court.

Stan Gordon on Friday called
the judge’s decision “unprece-
dented” and said he is thrilled.

“We're very happy with the
decision,” Gordon said. “We're
now going to have to sit back
and hope that relevant docu-
ments surface to finally give clo-
sure to this case.”

U. S. District Judge Emmet
Sullivan approved a settlement
in a lawsuit filed against the
space agency by investigative
reporter Leslie Kean of New
York City, who continues to
seek information about an inci-
dent that occurred Dec. 9, 1965,
in which witnesses claimed to
have seen an unidentified

SEE UFO * B3

\Inetallic object streaking
ithrough the sky and crashing
‘in u wooded area near the Mt.
Pleasant Township village.

" The government has refused
{o open its files about what, if
anything, happened that night.

. Traffic was tied up in the area
as curiosity seekers drove to the
area, only to be kept away from

‘the crash site by soldiers.

~ The Air Force said residents
.likely saw a meteor or meteors.
‘The government refused to re-
:lease a full report concerning
the incident.

“They could not find any-
thing.” one Air Force memo
‘stated after a late-night search
that conspiracy theorists insist
involved a cover-up by the gov-
ernment. Several NASA em-
ployees were reported to have
been at the scene.

Witnesses said a flatbed truck
drove away with a large object
shaped like an acorn and about
the size of a Volkswagen bus. A
mock-up based on the descrip-
tions of local residents sits be-
hind the Kecksburg Volunteer
Fire Department.

UFO enthusiasts have refused
to lct the matter die, and Kean
sued NASA four years ago for in-
formation.

The agency has turned over
several stacks of documents that
Kean says are not responsive to
the request, an argument with
which Sullivan agreed.

In March, Sullivan rejected
NASA's request to throw the case
out of court, resuiting in negoti-
ations that led to the agency
promising last week that it will
conduct a more comprehensive
search. .

Kean said Friday that she sued
NASA rather than the Army be-
cause the space agency a decade
ago released some relevant docu-
ments about the case.

Sullivan ordered NASA tocom-
plete a review of its files concern-
ing the case within 45 days, then
gave the agency an additional 60
days to release those documents to
Kean. Sullivan additionally or-
dered the federal government,
through NASA, to pay Kean
$50.000 in attorney's fees.

“I look forward to working
with NASA on the resolution of
the terms set out by the court
and to providing the public with’
the information it has been
waiting for,” Kean said.

Gordon, who turns 58 on
Tuesday, said he was just 16
years old when the Kecksburg
incident took place, and that it
“sent me on a lifetime search” of
incidents involving UFOs. He
said he has interviewed hun-
dreds of people while trying to
uncover the truth surrounding
the case.

" Of the many witnesses, which
Gordon said included firefight-
ers-and reporters, few knew
each other prior to that night in
1965. “Even today, a large ma-
jority of people still don’t know
each other,” he said, “but even
the most minute details of the
incident are consistent.”

- The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

"We're very happy
with the decision.
We're now going to
have to sit back and
hope that relevant
documents surface to
finally give closure to
this case.”

STAN GORDON

UFQ RESEARCHER



OPERATING IN A GALAXY OF DOUBT
DISBELIEF AND DISMISSAL, UFO BUFFS

MAKE THEIR CASE THAT

In the Orbit of UFO Enthusiasts

Here are excerpts from Joe Heim’s interviews with area UFO experts and

WE ARE NOT

buffs. You can read more Q&As at www.washingtonpost.com/source.

Ever had a UFO experience? "
= Probably not, which is not the answer
Don Berliner you want. I saw something that seems to
AGE: 77 be related to UFOs. There was a great

LIVES IN: Alexandria flurry back in the late *40s and early "50s
J0B: Aviation and of iprues freballs, Thes Tockesd ke glast
science writer, meteors, and I had a good sighting of one
Fund for UFO of those. I long ago gave up looking.
Research chairman Though I still always get a window seat
S e o |- on an airliner.
By Jor Hem ever happened in Roswell, N.M., hap- " What is it that most convinces you that
W);s{ington Post Staff Writer pened. It was 60 years ago that the term UFOs exist?

s a meeting spot for JFQ enthusi-
asts, Logan’s Roadhouse might
seem a tad unlikely. But once a
month or so, the back room of the

“flying saucer” entered the lexicon. And it
was 55 years ago that reports of UFOs
flooded the Washington region. This very
newspaper ran stories with such headlines
as “ ‘Saucer’ Outran Jet, Pilot Reveals” and

Two things. One, the consistency of sightings by expert witnesses
— professional pilots, military and airline — of oddly shaped vehicles
seen in the broad daylight. Vehicles whose shapes are not familiar and
whose technical performances are right off the scale. . . . The other is
the federal government’s very suspicious behavior of putting outland-

bustling, busily decorated chain restaurant gl)ofd&?'ﬂ Sees Saucer Float Under [PLUS] ish explanaet:‘]ons t(l)]n IEIOI:IO rfe’tfrt& e::glanations and interpretations
in Fai i t t 0]

oot (s ok 3 s a,  nw cue o when | pmatrot htadiachet e bl

be called). They gather there to snack on PB-16 fighter jets were scrambled from An- 2 ""._" s Why do you think UFOs are visiting Earth?

chicken tenders and chili, and exchange
sightings and extraordinary stories in the
company of like-minded people who won’t
think they’ve completely lost their marbles.

drews Air Force Base to pursue what
turned out to be — dum-de-dum-dum — an
unknown craft. Spooky, huh? And because
it happened exactly 50 years to the day of

wers weshing onpod onn ‘ource.

SUE SWIATER, hoad of the Virgiuia ehapter of the

Well, if indeed they are and aren’t explainable in some otl;er way, I
have absolutely no idea. It’s very risky to use human reasoning when
you’re dealing with something you have defined as nonhuman.

. i g Nutnal UFD Notuwors, says hor experlonces with How do you deal with skeptics? .
“When I first started 20 years ago, it was :‘;ﬁrzemmgpmﬁtﬁ‘glg{ eu%;(l):éi?:i | et s That's a tricky word. The people who are convinced that UFlf)s
 bunch of old guys with their pocket pro- activity. (And, no, don’t insert a “we all Bl eyos S don’t exist or can’t be of any consequence call themselves skeptics, but

tectors, but now the meetings are getting
more diverse,” organizer Sue Swiatek says.

Swiatek, a software analyst by day, is the
state director of the Virginia chapter of the
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON), a private
organization that investigates and com-
piles data on reports of unidentified flying
objects. She and her husband, Rob Swia-
tek, an oft-cited UFO expert, are, for lack of
a better term, the first couple of Virginia
ufologists.

On Saturday, they will be among the fea-
tured speakers at Mysteries of Space and
Sky IV: Sixty Years of UFOs, a daylong con-
ference open to the public at Anne Arundel
Community College in Arnold. Rob Swia-
tek’s talk, “Sacre Bleu! UFOs Over France,”
alone seems well worth the conference’s
$30-$40 admission fee.

For UFO buffs, 2007 is a multiple anni-

@ versary year. It was 60 years ago that what-

know how painful that can be” joke here).

Of course, UFO enthusiasts are used to
having their ideas about aliens and in-
tergalactic spacecraft ridiculed. Those who
opine that there are “others” out there are
bound to hear they’re more than a little out
there themselves. If you talk to enough of
them, you realize they have heard all of the
insults before: nut job, wacko, loony, space
case. But perhaps the most insulting thing
to call a UFO believer is, well, a believer.

To believe, they argue, is to imply that
there is room for doubt. But, they tell you,
if you study the cases, follow the facts, ex-
amine the evidence, there is no room for
doubt. “We're not believers; we’re conclud-
ers,” says Paul Nahay of Silver Spring.
Meet him and find out what he and other
local concluders have to say about UFOs on
Page 4.

<< 3I9Vd LX3N
NO G3NNILNOD

they have a carved-in-stone belief. I don’t know what the right word is
to describe them; we have some unkind words. [Laughs.] Hey, maybe
they’re right; I don’t know. But if you’re going to claim to be scientific
in your outlook, you should be scientific in your outlook.

Has your involvement with the subject of UFOs hampered your rela-
tionships or career plans?

Not that ’'m aware of. In the early days, when I was still in the Air
Force, occasionally I would try to get people interested and people
would poke fun, but nothing serious.

What would it take to make acceptance of UFO phenomena more wide-
spread? .

I've got a long list of things. Live video footage of a classic disc per-
forming amazing maneuvers. Physical evidence, say, from the Roswell
crash so that we could analyze the material. Something solid.

What about alien abductions? Do you believe in those?

Oh, is that a bag of worms. It is far beyond anything else in the UFO
field for bizarreness, but the reports we get from all over the world are
highly consistent. . . . It's something that deserves a lot more study.
I’'m certainly not going to brush it off, but it is really far out.
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When did you first get interested in UFQs?
I recall being in fifth grade and getting a book on UFOs
called something like “Is Anybody Out There?” I had the
usual teenage-boy interest in the subject. Living in Indiana
in 1993 renewed my interest when somebocly very close to
me described a very close encounter. A few years later in
Takoma Park, an apartment mate described a close encoun-
ter with a flying saucer, a giant machine sitting in the air.
Another friend had an astounding close eacounter along
the Atlantic City Expressway. He and the people in the car saw beings
looking out at them from a flying saucer. None of them were into
UFOs. None of them pursued the issue at all.

Ever had a UFO experience?

Mine was Nov. 10, 2002. It was a rectangular, impossibly large, dark
object, with a strange texture, miles away in the sky. There was not a
cloud in the sky; it was about 1:30 in afternoon on Route 295 in New
Jersey. It was much larger than any man-made thing. Slightly moving.
Extremely weird, and I didn’t go and report it. . . . You're so confused
by it that you sort of doubt yourself. But I saw it as clearly as I saw a
building.

What is it that most convinces you that UF0's exist?

I'm not interested in the unidentified objects. I’m interested in ones
that are clearly identifiable and piloted by things that are not human
and are clearly intelligent. The volume and quality of the evidence is
what’s convincing,.

Why do you think UFOs are visiting Earth?
“Why is this happening?” is a very loaded and dangerous question.

Any answer is in danger of being shot down. ...
Many people, including my wife, view the abduction

Paul Nahay phenomenon as complete fiction and as a psychologi-
AGE: 49 cal aberration. . .. The implication, and this is dan-
LIVES IN: Silver Spring gerous to extrapolate and somewhat fringe theory, is
g’;ﬁm"'" that they are in the process of integrating with us. I

know it sounds crazy and like the movies, but that
seems to be the case.

How do you deal with skeptics?

I personally try not to because they [tick] me off so much. It doesn’t
have to be a matter of belief: there are studies that can be read. There’s
no end of reputable books. Most skeptics either know nothing about
the field or they simply echo back the bogus reports that have been
made.

Has your involvement with the subject of UFOs hampered your relation-
ships or career plans?

I am reluctant to talk about it. It’s the one subject that you can’t talk
about in polite company. [Laughs.] I've been lucky because I've been a
freelancer. I know people who have fulltime jobs, particularly with
government or military, and they have to be more careful. It has caused
some rough edges in some personal areas. [Laughs.]
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What would it take to make acceptance of UFO phenomena more wide- When did you first get interested in UFOs?
spread? Sue Swiatek I was 8 years old, and I read about the
There are highly credible witnesses, people who we entrust, and AGE: 49 Betty and Barney Hill.abductioq case i}‘
when they say, “T saw this thing” . . . you can’t just whisk this away. I LIVES IN: Fairfa Look magazine. I took it very seriously; it
mean, even Jimmy Carter saw one. [Laughs.] 10B: m - had the ring of truth. I thought if they can
e - s e ’;: analyst pick up one couple, they can pick up
'“1.’ Vi ’I . more. That’s what led me to have a life-
When did you first get interested in LUFDS? :m}mwﬂoz‘t;' long interest.
There was a very interesting case in Chile in 1977, and
I was a reporter and I wrote it up. That was my first UFO Mutual LIEQ Network Evar fudtia UPG- snporionse?

article. I had no idea at the time that this was going to
consume years of my life.

Ever had a UFO experience?

Well, I would only say that I have had a UFO sighting,
not an experience or close encounter. In the Chilean An-
des, I did see some strange lights that were zigzagging in
the sky and moving in unexplained fashion. This was in
1988.

What is it that most convinces you that UFOs exist?

Well, there’s just a lot of great evidence, once you filter all the noise
and the wild allegations. Unfortunately, the field is contaminated by a
lot of unsubstantiated rumors and sensationalism. Anybody that
wants to get involved in this has to realize this and filter it and get to
the good cases.

Why do you think UFOs are visiting Earth?
We have no idea, to tell you the truth. That’s why they are a mystery.
How do you deal with skeptics?
I understand them, because I used to be skeptical.. . .

Antonio A certain degree of skepticism is healthy, And that ap-
Huneeus plies to the believers’ side as well.
AGE: 57 Has your involvement with the subject of UFOs ham-
:0":3":"““ pered your relationships or career plans?

H;‘:"“ .‘n“‘:"‘ Perhaps in the early years, I could sense that people

would have kind of a funny reaction. . . . But in the last
10 to 15 years, I understand that it’s still not treated se-
riously, but it has become part of the culture. People
think it’s an exciting subject, and they want to know more. In some for-
eign countries, the culture is much more disposed to accepting in-
formation about UFOs. In America, it’s mostly thought of as entertain-
ment.

What would it take to make acceptance of UF0 phenomena more wide-
spread?

It would help if we had a very dramatic, solid case with multiple wit-
nesses. Some case that could bring the phenomenon back to the front
page.

Well, apparently. I was just driving

along and saw something for five to seven

seconds, and I couldn’t resolve it. It was a stubby fuselage, fatter than

aplane, and it wasn’t tapered like a plane would be. It didn’t have a tail

or wings. But you know as well as I do, if a plane’s at a certain angle,

you can’t tell. I'm very skeptical, so that’s still in my gray basket. It
was a big object. . . . It was weird, [ will say that.

What is it that most convinces you that UFOs exist?

When I get involved with local people in local cases and I see the
fear in their eyes and how serious they are about what they’ve seen.
When you meet real people and you know that they don’t want pub-
licity, they don’t want their name in the paper, it’s very powerful when
you meet them. . . . People who have close encounters feel threatened.
They think the UFOs might be coming back, they fear the govern-
ment and they feel their friends and family are going to ridicule them.

Why do you think UFOs are visiting Earth?

I believe they are coming here to explore and glean some kind of re-
sources from our planet. Whether that’s DNA material or something
more prosaic, who can say? Maybe it’s just knowledge.

How do you deal with skeptics?

I personally don’t mind skeptics. I don’t get my feelings hurt. I am
who I am. Some people ask me questions about the fact that ’'m a
Christian. A guy once said, “How can you believe in God and UFOs
when there’s no proof in either one?” I think he thought my brain was
going to explode.

Has your involvement with the subject of UFOs hampered your rela-
tionships or career plans? )

So far, no. This article may change that. [Laughs.] A lot of my
friends are in the UFO field. If people can’t tolerate me believing this,
then we’re probably not going to be that close anyway.

What would it take to make acceptance of UF0 phenomena more
widespread?

We have meetings about just this thing. The thing that would work
the best we have no control over, and that would be a major sighting
or a wave of sightings that involved a large geographic area. Or if
there was a major disclosure by our government, that would help.
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NEWS ITEM - in a"pane”l disconiion

this month at the National Press Club,
two dozen former pilots and govern-
- ment officials called on the U.S. gov-
ernment to reopen. its investigation of

UFOs,
g

I’'m in favor of getting to the bottom
of all those lemon meringue pie plates -
indiscriminately doing loop-the-loaps -
in the night sky with no regard for my-
cat Floyd, who takes unidentified fly--
ing objects as seriously as. Presidential
candidate Rep. Dennis Kucinich.

The Ohio Congressman, who is no
relation to Floyd, announced at a récent
Presidential candidates® debate that he
once saw a UFO. But no eyebrows
were raised when former Presidents
Ronald Reagan and Jimmy Carter
claimed to have seen UFQs. Go figure.

Do you MM@%L
Makeficld have been visited by uniden-
tified flying objects? buzzed
‘my house back in 1977. The family
took the uninvited visit very seriously,
as did our neighbors in other parts of
Bucks County-who filed reports w1th
the U.S. government,

My UFQ came at night in the late-
1970’s because “The Waltons™ were on
television. Why do UFOs always
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:gpearatnightandliketo.imerrupt’rv
ows? Tt's never in the daylight sky
during Regis and Kelly. Is it because
the Iittle green men are unable to-fall
asleep at night, and the only way they

can get sleepy is to cruise around in
‘Mirs. Smith’ 8 lemon meringue pie
rplates? Thosearetherealquesuonsthat

need Teal answers in a serious govern-
ment investi

I remember John Boy was saying
“good night”.to everybody when I

heard an unearthly sound coming from

somewhere gbove my house. My son

Tim Boy, abaut eight- or nine-years-
old at the time, came running out of his
room and stpad shaking in the doorway
of the living
ﬁngertowardthemndow Hlsfacewas

Information Center

IN YEARS PAST

« In 1957, Mrs. C.A. WeTGFOf Prather Avenue, Jamestown, called The Post-
shoruyam9mm.toxqonthatslthadjust -

's an_object flying west over the city. The SES-

"*oqu:nppwedwbewhxtemcolo( flat and round: ¢

in shape, he:ding slowly toward Lakewood. Mrs.

Welter, who reported that seven years ago she spot-

ted what appeared to be a “flying saucer” over

Elmira, said she called her husband who also saw the

object. Shesudshespotwdmeobjectfmmmenorm

“window of her home and that it was high in the sky. She stated that it bore no

resemblance to a plane or possible weather balloon. ) g

went up again and disappeared.

* Three Chaumuqua  County women reported seeing an unusual object in
the sky in the east as they were driving on the Westfield-Hartfield Road short-
ly after 7 a.m. in the morning. Mrs. Arden Brown, Pt. Chautauqua, Mrs.
Marie Crandall, Dewittville, and Mrs. Confer, Hartfield, said they saw what
they first thought was a vapor trail and stopped at the side of the road to
watch when a large round object, silvery in color, and giving the illusion of
fire around it, with a white tail, started spinning down. As they watched, it

- /George -
:Bobinson‘_

room pointing a nervous -

"National ’
‘Washington, DC contains this entry

Vg
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" drained of all color as he bravely

announced to the household a UFO

-'was over our house.

1 tore-myself away from the Walton

- family -and looked out the front win-

dow. A large round disk was just

- emerging over the roof of the house. It

- was low, barely clearing the chimney,
_and moved very slowly. It sounded like

an old pickup truck whose motor need-
ed a tune-up. The UFO coughed and
groaned, its underbelly pock-marked
and dented, silvery Whlte glowing met-
alic skin.

Like the ancient truck trying to make
its way up a steep hill, the spacecraft
was creaking and moaning as it showed
itself aver the front lawn. It suddenly
banked and with great effort surged
upward, pausmg as its grinding gears
complained, then, picking up speed,
lifted up and was gone in an
instant, briefly blocking out the twin-
kling stars as it dlsappeared into the

- night sky.

My wife Sandy didn’t want to look,
but Tim and I watched for a long time

A‘tlzmgtopwkoutxtspresence but the
01

was indeed .gone. The next
newspapers and TV re
UFO sightings all over Bucks County

~and the eastern seaboard.
" "We weren't alone in UFO sightings in

the Yi mmoﬁmallogcfﬂ:e

Center in

submitted by another resident of the
borough: “A dark, triangular low-fly-
ing object passed over my house in
Yardley, PA., in the summer of 1992.”
in the “details™ colunm of the
sighting on June 1, 1992, my neighbor-
wrote: “It was a clear and dark summer
night in early June 1992. 1 sat af my

- back door which was open but
;screenedm.Alqud,butnotdeafemng

roar came over,the back yard; which
extends for a-couple lmndmdynds and
is pitch black. .

“Then a craft emerged into my view
-and must have been hovering at a dis-
tance of about 200 feet above my
home. It was triangularly shaped with
red circular lights that compromised
the three corners of the ebject with a
‘much smaller (circular)- whlte light in.
‘the center. This.object glided (past) my
view for about lOsecondBWIthareIa-
tively slow velocity.”

If you read it in' the Natxogal UFO
ReportmgCenter slog,mngtxtbem;e?

R

. bereqchedat.yrdndouh@omcut:et)
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‘Ufologist’ catalogs sightings
of odd things in the sky

By NicHOLAS GERANIOS
The Associated Press
HARRINGTON, Wash. —
To find the new home of
The National UFO Reporting
Center, you must go several
yards underground at a former
nuclear missile site in Eastern

Washington.

The National UFO Report-
ing Center, which moved to
this sparsely populated farm
country from Seattle last year,
is basically a telephone, tape
recorder and desktop computer
run in an underground bunker
by one man who collects and
publishes UFO reports from
across the country.

Director Peter Davenport
took over the UFO center’s
work from founder Robert Grib-
ble in 1994. It had been located
for years in Seattle’s Univer-
sity District, until Davenport
decided he wanted a change
and paid $100,000 for the former
Atlas missile site about 50 miles
west of Spokane.

“There was the allure of
owning my own missile site,”

H1—

THE REGISTER-GUARD MoONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2007

Davenport said.

Missile Site No. 6 now con-
tains a large row of file cabinets
and boxes, neatly organized
by date, containing thousands
of reports of UFO sightings
stretching back decades. A typ-
ical file reads:

“Longview, WA. Febru-
ary 25, 1999 1158 hrs. (Pacific)
Description: Fourteen forestry
workers witness a horseshoe
shaped object lift an adult elk
out of the forest and fly off with
the apparently dead, or uncon-
scious, animal.”

The missile site covers 22
acres, and the massive concrete
buildings are underground. The
old Atlas E missiles rested flat,
not upright in silos, in what
were called “coffin launchers.”
In the event of war, a concrete
lid would slide open, the mis-
sile would be hoisted upright
and the engine fired.

The UFO files, along with
some office furniture, are
stacked in a dark, dank room
the size of a basketball court,
where the yellow missile hoist
remains in place. A few bare

bulbs provide lights.

Davenport is still cleaning
out the missile site, which is
pretty decrepit, and is living in
an apartment in nearby Har-
rington while he works to make
it habitable.

Davenport doesn’t spend
much time scanning the skies
or traveling to UFO locations.
Most of his work is transcrib-
ing numerous calls or e-mails
each day from people who think
they have seen UFOs. He places
those reports on the Web site.

Davenport also gives lec-
tures and appears often on
radio talk shows tied to UFOs.
He considers himself among the
most skeptical of ufologists, and
estimates that 90 percent of the
calls he receives can be quickly
disproved, and many of the rest
probably have a rational expla-
nation.

But that still leaves a lot of
reports for which no terrestrial
explanation is available, Daven-
port said.

Washington has a long his-
tory of UFO reports, including
the famous Mount Rainier sight-

CONTINUED BELOW :

m

ing in 1947 that led to the coin-
ing of the term “flying saucers.”
In that incident, pilot Kenneth
Arnold reported seeing nine
silver vehicles flying in forma-
tion at high speed and moving
“like a saucer if you skip it
across water.”

Whether UFOs exist has
been hotly debated for decades.
Believers point to loads of evi-
dence, including photos and
eyewitness accounts. They con-
tend that there must be other
inhabited planets, and some
with more advanced civiliza-
tions may be visiting us.

Like many ufologists, Dav-
enport also believes that the
world’s governments and news
media are hushing up the exis-
tence of UFOs to avoid panic.

“There is nothing more
bizarre in the galaxy than
human behavior toward UFOs,”
he said.

Despite decades of offi-
cial denials, UFOs abound in
movies, television, books and
advertising, he said. They even
show up in religion, where some
reports of visions have all the

earmarks of a UFO sighting,
Davenport said.

UFO skeptic Jim Oberg said
Davenport performs a valuable
service by recording all the
strange things people see in the
sky. The problem is that he and
other ufologists are too quick
to label them extraterrestrial,
Oberg said.

That doesn’t necessarily
mean that aliens are not visit-
ing Earth, Oberg said.

“But the evidence does not
rise to the level of an unavoid-
able conclusion that there is no
other explanation,” Oberg said,
acknowledging that the debate
won’t end any time soon.

Last March, former Arizona
Gov. Fife Symington said he
believes that mysterious lights
widely seen over Phoenix 10
years ago were UFOs.

Also in March, France
became the first country to
release its extensive UFO files
on the Internet. The K oldest
sightings date to 1937.

Earlier this month, actress
Shirley MacLaine revealed that
Democratic presidential can-

didate Dennis Kucinich saw a
UFO at her home in Graham,
Wash.  Representatives  of
Kucinich’s presidential cam-
paign and congressional office
have not responded to requests
for comments on MacLaine’s
recollection.

Last fall, numerous employ-
ees of O’Hare Airport in Chicago
reported seeing a mysterious,
saucer-shaped craft hovering
over the airport. The workers
said the object hovered over
a terminal before shooting up
through the clouds, according
to the Chicago Tribune.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration said nothing showed
up on radar, and that the sight-
ing probably was a “weather
phenomenon,” the newspaper
reported.

Davenport graduated from
the University of Washington
with a degree in fisheries, and
specialized in research on the
genetics of steelhead trout. He
was friends with Gribble, who
founded the center in 1974, and
agreed to continue the work
when Gribble retired.



Asside trip to Roswell on the road to the White House

By ROBIN ABCARIAN
Times Staff Writer

Presidential candidates have
flip-flopped on taxes, abortion,
gun control and the war. But
rarely has one flip-flopped on fly-
ing saucers. - ..

Until now.

In September, a spokeswom-
an for Dennis J. Eucinich dis-
missed a report emanating from
a Washington conference about
UFOs that the Ohio congress-
man had a close encounter with
one. )

“If you have a serious ques-
tion, just ask me,” Kucinich staff-
er Natalie Laber instructed a
Washington Post reporter who
inquired about Kucinich’s knowl-
edge of UFOs. “If not, then just

: keep your silly comments to

yourself.”

But Tuesday night, Kucinich
had no wiggle room when moder-
ator Tim Russert posed this
question:

“The godmother of your
daughter, Shirley MacLaine,
writes in her new book that
you've sighted a UFO over her
home in Washington state, that

you found the encounter ex-

tremely moving, that it was a tri-
argular craft silent and.hover-
ing, that you felt a connection to
your heart and heard direction in
your mind. Now, did you see a
UFo?” :
Replied Kucinich: “I did.”
Kucinich, whom other candi-
dates seemed to regard as a crea-
ture from outer space when he
called for President Bush’s im-
peachment during the debate,
did not elaborate much. He

joked about moving his cam-
paign headquarters to Roswell,
N.M., site of the country’s most
famous alleged UFO crash. This,
in fact, is why a second presiden-
tial candidate, New Mexico Gov.
Bill Richardson, was drawn into
the fray. i

When Chris Matthews, in a
what he thought of Kucinich’s re-
sponse to the UFO question,
Richardson smiled, giggled a lit-
tle and explained that as gover-
nor of a state that depends on
the UFO-enthralled tourist dol-
lar, he was not in a position to
criticize. (Though, he hastened
to add, he has never personally
seen a UFOQ.) He also said it was
time for the government to
“come clean” on the Roswell
matter.
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Information Center
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Flying Objects repo
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;tédly cavorted about the skies of the

Jamestown area, as well as throughout scattered portions of the nation, last
night, as Russia’s Sputnik and Muttnik revived the skywatching tendencies
of hundreds of persons. Reports received during the evening hours came
from throughout the area, and most concerned strange lights, frequently lights
which changed colors and which,.in' most cases, made no sound. Some
observers reported that, after hovering over Frewsburg for a time, an object

. split in two sections, and the sections sped away in opposite directions.

Matthews began to sputter in
disbelief, but as it happens,
Richardson was not boldly going
where no one had gone before.
Richardson has said many times
that the mystery surrounding
the alleged 1947 crash in Roswell
has never been adequately ex-.
plained. “Clearly,” he wrote in a
forward to a 2004 book about the
crash, “it would help everyone if
the U.8. government disclosed
everything it knows.”

Kucinich is not the first presi-
dential aspirant to report seeing
a UFO. iy

According to numerous me-
dia accounts, when Jimmy Cart-
er was governor of Georgia in
1973, he filed a report with the
International UFO Bureau in
Oklahoma City claiming that
he’d seen an unidentified glow-

{ ing object four years earlier in
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Leary, Ga. He said later that he
did not believe the object to be
an alien craft, and some “ufolo-
gists,” as specialists call them-
selves, think he saw a halo
around the planet Venus. | .

Ronald Reagan believed he
had seen UFOs at least twice —
once on the coast while driving to
Hollywood with his wife, Nancy,
and once, as governor of Califor-
nia, while flying on a plane near
Bakersfield. In “Landslide,” their
1988 book about Reagan’s sec-
ond tferm, journalists Doyle
McManus, The Times’ Washing-
ton bureau chief, and Jane May-
er, now of the New Yorker, wrote
that Reagan’s staff worked hard
to keep the UFQ sighting stories
under wraps.’

And that’s easy to under-
stand, since, as Alejandro T. Ro-
Jjas, who handles media relations
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for the Mutual UFO Network,
pointed out, “It's typically an is-
sue used on politicians to make
them look bad.” '

But, added Rojas, whose
group investigates UFO sight-

.ings as well as reports of alien ab-

ductions, he was happy to see

the issue raised in a presidential

forum. “It’s great because the de-
bate highlighted it.”

And, he said, as odd as it may
seem, many presidents have
dealt with the mysteries of
UFOs. The website www.presi-
dentialufo.com elaborates on
UFOs and how presidents have
dealt with them back to Franklin
D. Roosevelt,

" MacLaine, whose book “Sage-
ing While Age-ing” is out Tues-
day, did not return phone calls.

robin.abcarian@latimes.com
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BIGFOOT

GONTINUED FROM B1
o1 the subject.

On Oct. 20, he served as
keynote speaker at a conference
in Willow Creek, celebrating the
40th anniversary of the filming
by Roger Patterson and Bob
Gimlin, ‘

“Daniel is a very dogged
investigative researcher,” said
Jeffrey Meldrun, an assoclate
professor of anatomy and an-
thropology at Idaho State Uni-

ture and investigating purport-
ed sightings.
He has journeyed to sites of

- Bigfoot spottings throughout

the Pacific Northwest, in Geor-
gia and Ohio and as far afleld as
Austraiia. :

Perez has dcbunked false
claims and defended what he
believes to be solid evidence.

But ke has never seen Bigfoot
himself,

The closest Perez has come to
a sighting are two tracks he
found -— the first in Hemet in
1980 and the second near Mt.

tures may have come to North
America via a . prehistoric ice
bridge. They might be descen-

dants of a glant ape that once

roamed throughout Asia,

Perez believes Bigfoot is a
nocturnal creature that shuns
contact with humans.

He belleves there may be
more than 100,000 of the crea-
tures in North America today
hut concedes that any such
figure is a “guesstimate” at best,

Perez takes heart, however,
in the fact that skeptics have
been unable, despite several
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versity. Meldrum has' written Whitney a few years later. attempts, to suceessfully dupli- e 3 b 3 gs = O :
extensively on the evolution of ~ Perer came across the Hemet cate the footage from the Pat- g & 2 ' 3 i D
primates and authored arecent tracks after he responded to terson-Gimiin filn using aman . . B rraw 4 L
: e = ga -4 B
book on Sasquatch. reports of Bigfoot sightingsinthe  in a monkey suit as the subject. § & g Em g ge & @ 8
“His forte is a penchant for area. In the woods near a creek,  He says he will continue on ‘XBE" % i E' ° § § Eg g £ D
detail. In his investigations he he found a 17-inch footprint. the trail of Bigfoot, investigat- & § g g B ¥ ggp w8 ° e
leaves very few loose ends.” “That was the first track 1 ing incidents such as the photo- 8. %'5 T Bfoge h"a ‘ —'
So how does a well-respected  saw, and 1 was like, ‘It's reall’” graphs shot in September by a | g RA . BEE2 woE 28 S ;
Bigfoot expert come to live in  he said. e hunter in the woods of Penn- |~ o §8 g gg 280 : I l '
the Inland area, not exactly a  Since then, Perez has corre- sylvania that some Bigfooters | o B2 g B z E' g = Sp
hotbed of Sasquatch sightings?  sponded regularly with other say could depict a young Sas- | s EL B E 5" g : >
It started with a movie, Perez researchers and with Bigfoot quatch. B prdh . %g" ﬁ
SAyS. . butts, ; And Perez holds out hope | g EEZg g E %?,
He was 10 when he first BIGFOOT EXPERTISE that one day, he will have his Edefes F: g - g L : 2
watched “The Legend of Boggy « © own sighting. -} §' % § g 5 o e
Creek,” a documentary-style In his study, two metal filing “1 think about it all the time,” SrEEER FE8_2% S - >
movie about a Bigfoot-like crea- cabinets are filled with newspa- he said, SE_FZ BESES :
fure. - per clippings, photographs and sEEwEE EEEsEs & ‘ ; )
: brim with texts on Bigfoot, W HES B Yre g : Z
“T just became hooked,” says ~ eryptozoology and other topics. B ;gg i g gg g o g g g s
Perez, a wiry fellow with long, Plaster casts of Sasquatch and § g g2 | =Es .
black hair under a Bigfoot its footprints abound, and pho- §m~ BES 5’: s‘a g g 5 v l | I
Times baseball cap. “I ‘never tos of Perez with notable re- rggg §§ & Fop) g . 4
grew out of it.” searchers are alongside family Z30 5‘.‘ P é a g ; o !NN.
Perez, who dropped out after ~ pictures, ] AP PEEier o I
afewmonths at Humboldt State  Perez acknowledges that lit- o 5 'J,' ES wg g_ - -8 -
University, is a self-taught re- tle is known about Bigfoot, . -y ;: Eﬁ gg . Eg BS o ilis
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toprotect thearea, =
Suddenly his eyes ﬂuh to

the window and a poin

finger shoots out like the

of God.

discussing uek [
UNWoﬂdu«xumm -

, homs and falae hopes, and

formulator of rational
nations for the hun of

eyuwmmunuofm]
But stll, there s always the ¢

' hope of a Nessie eureka.

“Look — look out on tho e

ing stenmbdat billowing
clouds of black smoke as it
chugs southward down Loch\

Ness,

“That’s a Clyde Puffer." says
Adrian Shine, naturalist, sci-
entist, inventor, explorer, ren-

the young zealot has become

alssancemanandchwgnn& _elder

As Shine says: “I do not

' believe in the Loch Ness Mon-
- ster — yet — because there

isn’t enough evidence for it.
But 1,000 ugh  like you and

e rwer o

Shine first came to Loch
Ness in 1973, more ﬁun a
decade after

' mmmnofmm v
- sle phenomenon had begun.
His early efforts were more

brave than productive. The
first summer, he spent

rowing around anh ess
and an even deeper ioch;
Morar, as he dragged bait

- waited to photograph what:
everemerggd&ommabm

ﬁndcm&ter world m :ﬁg
;pﬁt 34 years. In that time,

Noth!ngdid., ;
‘was

tun intothmmur
p smigahommda i

marine built of ﬁbreg&m '

and plate glass in | luw*

mmmmm:mmmmmmmm stmdslnﬁoMofﬂnkgen«hrySeoﬁlshh(ghhndlake.

ents’ overthevdn
ter. With the help of an ama-
teur crew, Shine made dozens
of dives during 1974 end '75 in
his one-man submersible. He

on display at the Loch Ness
Centre in Drumnadrochit,
where the efforts of Shine and
others to uncover the truth
underl the mysteries of
thel are explained in a
stunnins mulﬁ-medil exhi-

Met Loeh Ness
stuck to his quest aiﬁhlawly
became the driving force
and chief chronicler of Loch
Ness research projects. In the
1980s, that quest shifted from

the search for an actual crea-

turetoa

study
of the loch environment in

which sucha a'eam:s might
tn 1981, Shine anda volun-

24 hours a day in the patrol
vessel John Murray as an

opumrmstuedtotlmecho

That cuhnlmted in Oper-
aﬁon Deepmn in 1987, a
d eration lnvrlvi

ozens of sonar-equip
boats that provide gut
complete mapping of the
230-metre-deep loch. Sonar
images of several large, mov-

Jingnmecwemcamedm
remain unexplained.

Ice Age clay

- In the 1990s, Shine again
engineered new equipment
to take deep core samples
from the lake bottom,

researchers a record of sed-
imentary deposits from Ice
Age clay to nuclear
pollution from the thmohyl
N odag e focus
Today his ocus is prima-
on the search for gmorl
-al artifacts on the bottom.
So far he and other search-
ers have found the remains of
the Crusader jet boat in which
John Cobb died in 1952 while

trying to set a water speed
record on Loch Ness, as well
as a large fishing vessel that

sank in the 1920s and a Wel- |

lin on bomber that ditched

loch after engine failure
dnrhngorldWarﬂ, '

“There’s all sorts of room

out there for atnnge things,”
Shine says. ;

But ai the end of the day, ¥

there is always Nessie.

“I could make a very m&
case (for the monster’s exist-
encé) in court,” Shine says.

\?mh ballavea or

not, others certainly do.

‘Abwlutcly there is a Nes~
sie,” local historfan and story-
teller Ray Owens says. “I've
lived here my entire life and
never seen it, but I do knaw
two people — including a

police sergeant ~- who have. I
can'’t explain it

Taxi driver Frank David-
son has lived in the area since
1964 and says he has seen two
“disturbances” on the loch
that he atiributes to Neasle, |
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Utah voices

Bigfoot gmd the repugnance of truth

1}:\ % ?
By Rvan KENNETH
PEIERSON

Like everyone, 'm guilty of
not wanting to accept certain
possibilities.

For instancs, is it possible
that Oswald shot JFK from be-
hind, despite the exit wound
being on the back of our fallen
president’s head? Is it possible,
that on 9/11, World Trade
Center Building 7 could col-

lapse like a controlled demoli-

tion despite not being hit by a
plane? Is it possible that
George W. Bush was legiti-
mately elected president in
20007

And, finally, is it possible
that the legendary Bigfoot
doesn't exist? I guess anything
is possible, but, I'm going to
fight against this last one.

This year marks the 40th
anniversary of the infamous
16mm footage shot by Roger
Patterson and Bob Gimlin in
Bluff Creek, Calif., on Oct. 20,
1967.

On that fateful day the two
men filmed “something”
walking in a wooded clearing
that could be one of two things:
It either shows the most suc-
cessful costume ever con-
structed, or an actual Bigfoot
was caught on celluloid.

Somewhere on these
frames lies the answer to a
fairly profound question: Does

a primate exist that s genetl- the hell could a professional

cally closer to homo saplens rodeo rider named Roger

than the chimpanzee — a Patterson?

missing link? . o Unless there was an un-
P'm not a scientisf. Iaman  known genius of such brazen

artist who has worked as a pretensions, content to live in

creature designer for film spe-  obscurity, who was willing to

' cial effects. I've had the privi-  incorporate features into his

lege to work for the best mon-  costume design that would set
ster maker in Hollywood and  itself up for potential failure —
the king of gorilla suit con- such as making it female, as
struction, sixtime Academy Well as shortening the fur
Award-winner Rick Baker. where flaws would be more
Now, I can’t speak for Rick  pronounced and allowing it to
Baker, this is my own analysis ~ be filmed under midday sun-
of Patterson’s “star.” So Il get  light in the middle of a remote
to the point: In my opinion, the  Wooded location with no crew -
technology and artistry were crwimesmelwouldsaytt
;::hmjm;mmwm was impossible then and I dare
a .

Cir. D. 99,37,
Cir. 8. 120.32)

0CT 29 2007

body, venilated I r suit on
top of a scuipted foam muscu-
aiding an overall “man/ape”
design and performance of
such naturalistic nuance, how

that some
notion it could be a

with a bad skininfection,

ANNGRIL

Back to the big picture: Hu-
mans are a peculiar species.
We demonstrate faith in tech-
nology on a daily basls — we
travel by plane, go under anes-
thesia, genetically alter the
food we eat — yet most of us
don't allow technology to dis-
rupt our illusions.

Truth, it would seem, is
problematic, even repugnant,
because it's perceived as scary

2002 ‘v 19q0320

yein ‘Auo eye jes

* and oh so comfortably allusive.

What if it’s not? :
» RYAN KENNETH PETERSON

s a self-employed fine artist in
‘Salt Lake City and works part

time in Los Angeles dolng makeup
effects for various studios.

’mresﬁumacamemmmanmm-

- est, about 115 miles northeast of Pitts-
burgh, hoping to photograph deer.
. “We couldn’t figure out what
;gey were,” mesﬂlgfng:
- images captured on "

. been huoting for years and I've

. never seen anything like this.”

~_ He contacted the Bigfoot

~ Sues reports of a legendary

- two-legged creature that some peo-

| ple believe lives in parts of the U.S,

and Canada.

“It appears to be a primate-like

RIDGWAY, Pa, — It's and ‘
- walks on all fours. 3 f("uérry animal. In my opinion, it appears
Beyond that, about the Paul Majeta of th ?
thlnsmaboutﬂmcﬁtber;:g e e bigfoot group
tographed by a hunter’s camera is Game Commission

J to be a juvenile Sasquatch,” said

However, the Pennsylvania

has a more con-

people have gotten the ventional opinion. Agency spokes-

squatch, o» ;.
o (Othm»“m;é'.’%‘i&”" man Jerry Feaser said conserva-

a bear tion officers routinely

Hoars
5 trap IS

Rick Jacobs says he got the pic- that look like the photos.

tagged and often seeanimals/
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Bigfoot reti

Willow Creek honors legendary Bxgi:oot
filmmakers with 40th Anmversary Celebratlon

Beti Trauth
For THE TIMES-STANDARD

Amazing reality or cleverly
manipulated fiction? That's been
the paradoxical question posed
over the past 40 years since a
grainy, black and white 16 mm
film captured the startling image
of what appeared to be a tower-
ing man/ape creature lumbering
through the woods of Bluff Creek
in Northern California.

Christened “Bigfoot” in honor
of the enormous footprints dis-
covered in the area of the film’s
vmnirecozdoftlxecnnordtmry

ﬁwtwomcnon&:esnz

In Willow Creek at 10 am.
Saturday, the community will

Eureka, CA

Cir. 5xW. 23,500)
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PERAABICUTIINONITRE VIS BRLERSPIOIEBIOPERS

aﬂiacuom;dy welcome l;‘):h the
essence of Bigfoot and his loyal
affectionados at the 40th anniver-

nmodebraum’smmmm
Area resident Tom Yamorone,
sudnwastheco«lcacﬂnnndf
and Joyce Kearney.

“We met at Thc B
Discovery. Museum in Behon i
_ (near Santa Cruz) that opened
abomthreeyursaso—-—wnhd:s«
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Dervchranz.
Yamorone and Keamzy —
ong with most of the
Cah{% jans speaking at the
Willow Creek event — are mem-
bers of what could be called a
Bigfoot Believers Club (formed
by the museum), who stay in
touch with fellow béiema
ﬁmwodd.

They do so, Yamarone
explained, because now there’s
evcngzemen&mmw

ally seen the cre Xpe:
rienced and possibly mord?& :
the sounds of their voices (or
found physical evidence of their
activities).”
Others, like Yamorone, have

beaus;myfamﬂyoﬁenumg

to Humboldttoampmtha red-
woods.”

But, it wasn’t until 2000 when’

he was visiting Willow Creek and
saw the footprint cast collection
“whtch 1 considered good,

@ sohdcv:dcnce —that he became

BIGFOOT

a true believer.
“Onoelmthem——upe«

P m‘ﬂlﬁn tpm&mudx ;

 PHOTO COURTESY OF TOM YAMARONE

mmmmmmmumm
mmwmm ;

madmﬂuwu&uﬁonntbat Oﬁmmmpanbdby(;ﬁnly
Creek forest ranger, Robert
Izitermm,the have spent the
) Byem (at least

twice a on Bigfoot sco
m througlwutm:tge8
_ , Khmathnmm iqtoi;he
Oxgmiuﬁon : to

isamember}.whofol}wupﬁwse L
reports and do their own field spe-
cial calls, knocking on trees, and
So, there are hundreds of inter- blasting out audios of what we
; believemnngfootmordingsto

seeifweangetahvempo
ll;cuyshesmo“tf:hmdeﬁnite-
a population around
gelﬂammhmupthmm

ase

- “Pve heard them when they
come around, and they’ll do cer-
: - tain things (like knock on trees, or
ol-  He's Iam “Bobo” Fay, a mtf:moﬁ');anddwy’llmﬂcu
in  Southern California native (now - primate sound — kind of
libadzimvpvhorahowlermonl;cky

making a whoopin mm.(

mr?ddgmeofﬂxgm)

a gotten vnmess
accounts from lots :]f’e.diﬂ'umt
people — such as loggers and

~ yearsago ona Blgfoot hunt?” and
subsequently became a field

hunters — but mostly from the

el Indians who live here with their
o | families” He said, that tribe mem-

bers know them not as imaginary
spirits, but as real creatures who
have co-existed there in the
wilderness for years.

Interestingly enough, it was Fay
himself who made the most
recent 2007 Sasquatch sighting in
the field. On the evening of May
22 during a camping trip with five
other field researchers in Six
gt:lren Natiﬂhthrk near

cans, Fay said he was walking
by the confluence of Bluff and

- Notice Creeks and saw the 6-foot

figure of “one of the smaller ones”
hurriedlycrondiemad.godown

the steep wooded embankment
and disappear mto the dark
below. '
Alﬂmugh!’aywasntabteﬁocap«
ture visual proof of his encounter Pa
gzﬁlmtéimtimeuound,@l he feels McClean,
’s previo caught

ol ﬁmmﬁ:ﬁ
original film dem ic to

believe an ever-elusive Bigfoot is

exactly what he saw.

Fay said that he thinks. that in
the next few years, it will be “a real
slap in the face of the main stream
media who have just made light of
it and mocked it all of this time.
Because it’s actual — it’s a certain-

ty — and, I've seen it. I've seen it.”
And.he’s more than ready to tell
the audience about his experi-

o fpahs: Hia B
ote ez
(author and publisher of Bigfoot
Times and “Bigfoot at Bluff
Creek”), will kick off the event at
10 a.m. by tracing the effects of
the honored film since it was first
given cuvemge 40 years ago in the
pages the  Eureka 'I“une-
Standaxd. ,

In a rare conversation and
interview with Gimlin not long
ago for his Bigfoot-oriented

paper, Perez said that the surviv-
ing, feisty 76-year-old filmmaker
“couldn’t believe that 40 years has
gone by, and no one (else) has
produced alﬁlm of similar qualityt"
— much less captured one o
these things.”

And, Perez said Gimlin was
a beside himself and
am the sense that noth-
ing has ever been resolved. He
md he kind of figured that after
that film was shot, that sooner or
later (within a couple of yurs)
someone would ‘get one’—and it
just never happened.” Well, not
yet. But with persistent folks like
Fay out there searching, who
“EE

er participants at
the celebration include David

mL.i"‘éK' g e
ing and writing a
w& ,nndScott
mearchﬁ'omhi:book BigNew
Prints”
dnfmedananwillahodxs-
play and discuss int casts
from the film site and Bluff Creek
area; and organizer, Yamarone,
will add to the festivities by per-
forming a musical tribute -to
Patterson and Gimlin.

ﬂmmlityofmgﬁ)otuyoujom
the 40th anniversary celebration
of the Bngfoot film that keeps

Rcservag ti req‘gind for

om are

lunch; and seating is limited.
Although walk-ups are welcome,
call (415) 420-7583 to ensure seats
gv:vsﬂable before making the

Bet Trauth Is a professional
actor/director/singer who has been
covering the arts in Humboldt County

as a freelance photo jouma!ltt??sg {
19886. Contact her at
northemlights@times-standard.com
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