
NEWSCLIPPING 
SERVICE 

December 2007 - Number 461 

UFO Newsclipping Service- P.O. Box 10950 ~::ienrbic~dDyklel& Chuck F~ood, Editors 
' 1 ge s and, Washmgton 9811 o 

~c1ent1sts try to find ansvvers for tile strange sight1ngs in ttle sky ccncn 
CDI»C:: 
n=z •,c 

MAY!Ji.AVB BEEN 
the most unusual · 
question to come up 
at a Presidential de
bare. When modera-

tor Tun R.ussert asked Demoaatic 
candidate Rep. Dennis J. Knrinicb if 
he'd ever seen a UFO, ~ .. __ 
the Ohio Congress-
man didn't hesitate. "I 
did," he replied. While 
this led to much 
amusement in the 
media, it also prompts 
a more serious look at 

the phenomenon of 
Unidentified Flying Objects. 

Humans have long asked: Are we 

alone? Has our planet ever been vis
ited by others? Among those com
mitted to the search for evidence of 

-
life beyond Earth are the scienri~ ~ 
the SETI (Sealch for Eanud taUw 
Intelligem:e) Institute. Thanks to a 
huge donat:icn from Paul Allen, the 
c;o.foundet ofMicrosoft, SETI-in 
partnership with the University of 
Califomia at Berkeley-is building a 

- -- net\VOdt of radio fele. 
scopes near Hat 
Creek in Northern 
California Known as 

the Allen Telescope 
Array, its purpose is 
to pick up signals 
from space. 

Currently, there 
are 42 telescopes in place. In 2010, 

. when the Allen array is complet
ed, 350 telescopes will scan rhe 
stars as far as 1000 1i$h~-years 

away. (1hey will not be looking for 
visiting cmfi;just radio signals.) These 
individual-'--,__ will be sean:hin .._._..~ . g 
different regions of the sky, but they 
can be combined int<? one giant tele
scope ifneedecltn <Xmfirm someone's 

call from the darkness of space. 
Sighrings ofUFOs have occurred 

since biblical times. Renaissance art

work includes visions of strange flr 
ing objea:s in the sky. Manymodem
daysigbtinpareon~andsome 
remain mysteries tO thi~ day. 

Some sightings are not easily 
dismissed Years ago, the late Clyde 
Tombaugh, the man who discov
ered Pluto, observed green fireballs 
in the sky. Unlike the-- .. , . 

g.;~ 
CD=-
;a-£ 
~8~ g- 0 
..... oz 
~0 cr• .. m 
= ir 

Still, most of the strange sights 
· in the night sky ~~re easr roexplain

whetherit's Venus, the northern lights 
or evenanarti6c:ialsauillite passing for 
a UFO. For example, pilot Tom WJ.de
man was flying over California late 
one night in 1986 when he witnessed 
"ablazing6reballtbatcrossedourpath 
from right to left, trailing flaming de
bris before it went out of sight." The 
nextday, WulemanleamedthataRus
sian rocket booster hadbumed up on 
re-enayow:rtheMojaveDesert."kbad 
crossed 20 miles in front of our flight 
path, dose enou.gh to be spectacular." 

Many scienrisrs, myself included, 
believe we are probably not alone in 
our galaxy butthatmostlikelyno one 

has visUEd us yet. Even 
if a UFO landed in my oniinaty greenish fire.. Many 

balls that oa:asionaUy 
brighten the night, scientists 
these appeared as a believe that 

backyard, rd want to 

have a look inside and 
meet the ()('OlpaUCS be
fore rd be convinced. group and seemed to 

speed up during their we are not 
Bighttbrough the sky. alone in 

Recendy,justbefore 
dawn, 11 faint lights 
appeared in my tele
scope's field of view. 
They climbed the sky, 

But the more he 
thought about it, the the galaxy 
more skeptical Tom- .. -·- · _ 
baugh became about his sighting. 
"Even if they were visiting from a 
p1aoe:t cirding me nean:sc star, Alpha . 
Ct1'J1'31tri," he once cold me, "an almosc 
infiniiE amount of fuel, as we Wlder
stand it, would be required to accel-

1 erate than fiom their home ro ours. 
: ~i.lU.u.iL~~~)) 
I Jade "Triple" Nickel, a retired Air 

Fotee fighter pilot, also is a respected 
astronomer. Early in ~ career, in 
the fall of 1973, as he flew at night 
between douds over Oklahoma and 
Texas, a bright light suddenly ap
peared in front ofhim. "It was either 
close by and dim or far away and 
bright," he recalls. "It lasted about 20 
minutes before vanishing." Nickel 
can't rule out the possibility that the 
light \vas the bright star Sirius shin
ing through a break in the clouds, but 
the sighting was never explained. 

slowed,smpped, thenswud bade 00. 

ward the borimn. I thought about it 
fora while. 'Ibenit hit me: About 300 
milesfiommy.Arizooahome~ WhilE 
Sands Missile Range, a facility that 
frequend.y launches rockets. I must 

hav.: witnessed a missile launch. 
If you hear a UFO smry, be skep

tical Ask questions. If someone de
scribes an objea that hovels in the 
sky, motionless, tbentr:arsoffat t\Vi(z 

the speed of sound, ask. how it could 
suddenly move that fast, breaking 
Newmn's law of niotion. It has to ac· 
ce1erate to that speed, and the &sterit 
speeds up, the more fOrce is needed. 

In the meantime, keep watching 
Seeing unusual things is just one ta

son ro look up at tbenigbrsky, eagerly 
and passiona.tdy, and wonder. .. __ . 11-
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Many PeQple"inKe-Cksburgbti- - ~ ingtwo years ago on the 40th an

lieve Kean's effort is just anoth- ! niversary, and began selling T
er frivolous step .dov.rn the raJ>.. · shirts, mugs, plates and hats 
bit hole of fantasy. with a picture of the flaming 

~fedelrufu~ ~~s tt,e ~e agen~ ~a 
"I wouldn~ go along with the acorn hurtling across the sq 

stories because it didn't hap-' along with the date, Dec. 9, 1965. 
pen," . said Ed Myers, 81, who Sales continue today at the 
was chief of the Kecksburg Vol- Kecksburg UFO Store in the 
unteer Fire Department in 1965 · basement of the Rescue EMS 
andsaidhedidn'tseethedozens .---- ·-··-"--"" .. - -
of Soldiers or the blue lights. : headquarters house near the 
some people swear they saw. ID: ba}l 

Myers no longer helps his We ve made about $10,000, 
! hometown fire department. a mostly from shirts, so f~" said 
decision that began when the Ron Strueble, 64, a fire depart
.department encouraged UFO ~ m~nt volunteer. "We~re at the 

later revealed to be a top-secret speculation by displaying a ! point now where we can start 

tu1n over any files it might have related to a 
1965 incident in a small Pennsylvania town 
By S n D. H mill 
Special to the Tribune 

KECKSHURG, Pa.- The U.S. 
governmP.ut says nothing of 
note ha:t~J)t:ned in thi.."i small 
town in the hills of ~'-'uthwest
eru.Pelmf: ylvania .<it tl· -'~7 p.n1. on 
n~c. 9. 19f:.S. An: :'":,;rmay have 
.{Jassed by. but no alien s.W.p or 
Russia.n ~;pace probe fell to 
Earth, as many here believe. 

Still, Bill Bulebush, 82, says 
he knows what he sa~ heard 
and smelled. despite the doubts 
of the government and others in 
this community 40 miles south
east of Pittsburgh. 

"I looked up and saw it t1yi:ng 
overhead and it was sizzling," 
said Bulebush, a retired truck 
driver. "I found it in the woods 
down there [ina valley] andlgot 
to it 15 to 20 minutes after it 
landed. I saw it 10 to 15 feet away 
from behind a big tree-because 
I was w rried it might blow 
up-and itsmelledlikesulfuror 
rotten eggs and was shaped like 
a huge acorn, about the size of a 
VW." 

Other people said that shortly 
afterward, dozens of Army sol
diers and three members of the 
Air Force showed up; later that 
night a flatbed military truck 
took the object away. 

Despite such a<.'COUllts, the 
government bas been "trying to 
make it out like we're a bunch of 
liars," Bulebush said. But now 
he and his fellow believers may 
bave their best chance yet to 
prove their case. 

A recent settlement in a 4-
year-long Freedom of Informa
tion Act court battle requires 
NASA to meticulously comb its 
files for documents about the 
Kecksburg incident. 

The lawsuit was filed in De
cember 2008 in the District of 
Columbia by Leslie~ a free
lance jo~ with finalicial 
support from theSciFi Channel, 
which ran a show that year ti
tled "The New Roswell: Kecks
burg Exposed., 

Sealdl. fer answen 
Kean was asked by SciFi in 
~ to find a ~~ with 
credible witnesSeS and p:JSsible 
pbysical evidence. She created 
tbe:Coalition for Freedom min
formation to support the effort 
and to look into other "unex
plained aerial phenomena." 

Part of Kean's own criteria, 
de...c;pite SciFi's title for the 
Kecksburg show. was to pick a 
case as far removed as possible 
trom the 1947 incident in Ros
well, N.M.-thought by many to 
be a crashed alien spaceship but 

research balloon. mock-up.ofthe craft that BuJ.e.. ! buying some additional equip-
"The types that go to Roswell - 1 ment for the trucks." 

and parade in the street in eo&- · bush and others said they saw. For Bulebush, the UFO store 
tumes. we try to stay ~ far The mock-up was created in . is good for the town, but it's the 
away from that,'' she said. 1990for a documentary and now ' lawsuit that he hopes will be his 

Kean pressed the case after : sits prominently on a hillside validation. . 
she filed a Freedom oflnforma- behind the fire hall. · ''Idon'tbavetoomuch time in 
tion Act request earlier in 2003 - Afteryearsofrej~efforts · this world. I'd like to be here to 
and NASA said it couldn't find to make money off the story; the·: see this through," he said "I 
any documents related to fire department hosted a wildly want to find out what they're 
Kecksburg. But Kean already popular Kecksburg UFO gather- holding back on us., 
knew the space agen~ which 
had a program in. the 1960s tore
cover and amilyze space debris, 
had some dOCUJJJ.ents. Stan Gor
don, a UFO and Bigfoot re
se8rcher with whom Kean was 
working. had information he 
got in response to a request he 
sent NASA in the 1990s. 

1'In the bePmlng, they prob
ably saw Leslie~s request and 
thought, 'Oh, she•s after 
UFOs,' ''said her attorne~ Lee 
Helfrich of Washington. "May
be they just didn~ treat it seri
ously at first." 

They do now. 

From frustra • ~action 
After NASA turned over 

about 1,000 pages of documents 
that tailed to adequately ad\, 
dress Kean'A" request, the case ··, 
boiled over on March 20 for fed
eral Judge Emmet Sullivan. 
who had tried to move NASA 
along for more than three years. 

According to a transcript, the 
judge angrily refem!d. to 
NASA's search efforts as a "ball 
of yarn" that never fully an
swers the request, adding: ••1 
can sense the plaintiff's frustra
tion because rmtrustrated., 

A settlement was teached 
Oct. 17 specifying how NASA 
will make a new records· search 
and that both sides must report 
to Sullivan pe~ start
ing Dec.17. NASA also agreed to 
pay Kean $00,000 in attorneys' 
fees and coSts. ·-- · -·- --- -

In a statement, NASA would 
say onlytbat it was "conducting 
another records search." 

This past week Kean and her 
attorney received the first batch 
of documents: 689pages ofForm 
135s, which are inventory sheets 
that indicate what is in boxes 
and tiles in NASA's archives. 

Based on a first read of the 
documents-from which Kean 
will select mes for NASA to re
view for any documents related 
to Kecksburg- Kean said she's 
"cautiously optimistic" that 
they'll turn up something. 

''I asked my attorney if she 
found the .;Kecksburg UFO Ex
plaineif f!le," Kean said with a 
la1J.gh. "She said, 'Not yet.' But 
l':m still hopeful." 

Is truth out there? 
• Iranian air force encounter, 
1976: Two Iranian F-4 fighter 
jets chase a UFO above Tehran. 
One pilot says he tried to fire at · 
the object but his equipment 
was inoperable. -

• Bentwaters landing case, 
England, 1980: U5. Air Force 
personnel report strange lights 
and a possible UFO landing near 
the Bentwaters air base. One 
theory was that the lights were 
part of a practical joke. 

• Phoenix lights, 1997: Hun
dreds report seeing a large UFO 
with. strange~ V-shaped lights 
moving above Phoenix and other 
Arizonci towns. The Air NationaJ 
Guard 5ays the rrghts were from 
jets using flares over a bombing 
range south of Phoenix. 
• O'Hare sighting, Chicago, 
NoY. 2006: Airline and ground 
personnel at O'Hare Interna
tional Airport report seeing a 
UFO hovering over the airport 
and then darting up, leaving a 
hole in the douds. The FAA said it 
was a uweather phenomenon." 
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Sighting draws .UFO .research 
I) ,. I~ / ' BY EiJ.£N AST · 
f- \t ~ ALBANY OEMOCRAl=-HEAALD 

LACOMB -One clear evening last Septem
ber, Raye and Derral -Laufer spotted· what 
they thought were strange obiects in the sky 
above their home on Moran Lane in Lacomb. 

They reported the incident to the National 
UFO Reporting Center, and the Dem~crat
Herald reported on their experience in Octo-

wrote down stuff_, picked up 
· stuff ~,Laufer said. After head
ing to Albany for .iunch, they 
. returned to her home and 
~taye~ there' until about iO p.m. 
· "\Ve drew the pictures of 
what we,d seen and they tOQk 
pictures," Laufer added. 

be~ Raye 
Since then, Raye has heard from about 100 Lalder 

The Laufers and the MUFON 
group talked about sightings 
and spirituality. Raye and her 
husband of 19 years were people who have seen strange things in the 

sky, and a few saw what she and her husband 
did: '1\vo silver~ bullet-shaped objects heading 
across the sky and a glowing ellipse size of a 
Greyhound bus that hovered for about a 
minute above the treetops of. their forested 
backyard and emitted sparks. 

One caller was·. upset that the couple didn't 
take any pictures. The Democrat-Herald 
touched base with Raye again last week. 

"I'll never get to the bottom of this," she 
said. "I'll never get answers." 

Three members of the Mutual UFO Net
work, known as MUFON, visited the Laufers 
early last month from its headquarters in Bel
lvue, Coio., and spent most of a Sunday-after
noon scouting their backyard with equipment 
for remains of the craft the Laufers saw. 

"They walked the property, wrote reports, 

raised Baptist. Raye, SO, said she always fig
ured the universe was large enough to sup
port other life but wasn't concerned about 
proving it. · · 

The Laufers moved two ye~s ago to their 
home about five miles outside Lacomb from 
Lebanon, where they lived for 13 years·. Both 
were raised in Eugene.and have three gro\Yn · 
children from pr~or ·marriages. Derral has 
worked for 13 years as an auto. teChnician at 
a Corvallis car dealership. . 

Raye TiVos programs about unidentified 
flying objects and research_es them on the In
·ternet. She's learned about an Oregon UFO 
Festival held each May at the Hotel Oregon 
.McMenamin's in McMi.mivill . ·She said she · 
plans to attend with her ·daughter and a 
friend. 
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,Spookligh~s, s~urce is still:,,unknown 
ONLY IN · )"'"l· ·\·t:l ,. ., ,. r ··~ .· (.,rh ..- t. ,J.,.Y .... ,~ 

BY GBNB Cuans 

" F ····- Joating . U.g. ht•_. that ,_ · · bounce up intO the tree-
tops. appear to .be about 

the size of a basketball and fre.. 
quently are seen in pairs 
haunting the area where OJda.. 
hom&, Kansas and .Missouri 
converge. • 

The lights can be~ from 
a coun~ road •"knOWil as 
SpoQkJ Jgbt R,pad tn.anY times 
ofth~ Y~ --:; .. ~at.tbis 
Wjle ¢year~·$; ··. • ~···. . · H 

··~r att .~~oween,w m the 
air. ... .. : .... . . t. ... ·x ··· (~ 

origin... , 
Sinn1ar spooklights found in 

many other parts of the world 
have baffied observers for cen· 
turies. 

Glowing In the night with an 
eetie, soft color, they some
times pulse. SO!rletimes dance 
about.c~sually near the gropnd 
or honzon. Their source ls a 
m"tev. ,.'" . . . .. ·•. ,' 

The. pHenomenon known ~~ 
the nt~state Spookligh~1tti~ 

SifhGeer~··· itt ':ltln~re4,~*ofw 
.~ wDl be_ driVinf tWbfOiis · · Hornet 

.. ·....;. E40);;in Horne~.Mo.; · and " ticed ~Y -~~~;:·~·:. Pi~ 
B50 in lyfia~tilF~Quapaw .eo-d• . l8()()t~:· Many liMb" <ii:..al~ 

to.·.. 8_ : _-t~ .• . ilidl_Jpse of,;fh_ .:. e_-. ·.• .. ·.·.1 __ ·,··.· ... ·. hd.·.·.·.···.,. .& •. ··.·.• .. ed_,... · .. , .. . ·.·.··_: and.· 
b '· ,,.. .,, . . ·'' • .,.. . .. ;if ... ..... , ..,-~ . up 

.wJight,l . '" some sar ~~ J!C~· ~;·· ltl But-,the;.Qua~tltfdi8l 
~.A.lYP ~d·'!s~· ported ·legend&. atii)ut. 

;;;":oa~ •spoOky~ Mlddttton was one of i auocMiori ot .,..,.. wtirr.an··a!f'!old .... wi!tt *£' 
museumntarthe·OklllhOm&.Mtuou!f ~~ .. !'- !luseam·ll now OIOIAdftiUt \thl"*"lllht 
phenomenon flu ntver been f,uUr ···· expl~lriid4ri:. · i ,£ ···* 

;r . . > #}(, 

ottt as aodl 

ttltel .. ,tesidents pointed 

was pllbliShed'thatrthi.light 
-was !ten long., ~efore qtere 
. were ~u~emob~e$ or hlgh'hys 

in.~at~~~· +<*V"'' ·· w;n, 

TULSA WORLD 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
October 30, 2007 
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a conti'!uing series 

Still the champ in UFO 
sightings 
Since 1975, North Bergen had most 
reports in USA 
By Jim Hague 
Reporter staff writer 

Editor's Note: This is part of Our Creepy 
County, a series that looks at Hudson 
County's mysteries, . myths, macabre 
moments, and things that go bump in tht: 
night. 

I t 's probably the most unknow. n fact about 
the township of North Bergen. For .some 
reason, this densely-populated town in 

northern Hudson County has had the highest 
number of reported sightings of aliens a.nd 
unidentified flying objects (UFOs) over the 
last 30 years. '* · __ 
- ·-Kif ost of them have been centered out of the 
southeastern end of North Hudson Braddock 
Park, a large park named after deceased 
boxer James "CinderelJa Man" Braddock. 

The North Bergen . sightings have been 
documented and reported to several agen
cies, including the National UFO Reporting 
Center in Seattle and the Center for UFO 
Studies in Chicago. 

Since two people reported ·a major sighting 
to federal authorities back in 1975, there 
have been a total of 775 sightings or inci
dents involving North Bergen residents, eas
ily the highest total of reported incidents in 

· the United States, according to Marc 
Sodderstrom of tl1e National UFO Reporting 
Center in Seattle. 

In the last 32 years, the reports far exceed
ed those of the more famous location of 

1 Roswell, N.M., or other popular UFO sight
ing spots like Hudson Valley, N.Y. and Gulf 
Breeze, Fla. -places that have had at least 

· 500 sightings over th.e year!. 
So how did all of this start in the quiet but 

busy town of North Bergen? 

Started with liq-uor store owner 

The UFO craze i~ North Bergen began in 
earnest on Jan. 12, 1975, when a 72-year-old 
liquor store owner named George O'Bairski 
was driving home through North Hudson 
Braddock Park at approximately 2:45 a.m. 

He began to experience some heavy static 
on his car radio. then listened· as the radio 
went dead. 

O'Barski app~eard a loud noise 
from above. When he · Blanced over his 
shoulder, he saw a round, flat object with 
glowing, rectangular windows that hovered 
behind h~s car, according to what he told 
authorities. 
· O'Barski told federal officials that the 
object came to a stop about 100 feet ahead 
of his car. It was hovering 10 feet off the 
ground and was about 30 feet wide, he said. 
It was flat at the bottom and brightly domed 
at the top. 

O'Barski told the authorities that a ladder 
came from the object, and between eight and , 
11 identical creatures ·emerged. 
He said they were three to foui feet tall and 
all wore dark snow-suit like uniforms with 
helmets. Each bad a small bag and a· little 
shovel. They quickly scooped up soil sam
ples, poured the samples into the little hags, 
and then immediately got back · onto the 
craft. 

So was this a Steven Spielberg film crew, 
or did it really happen? 

O'Barski further told officials .that the 
episode lasted like three minutes. At sun
rtse, he went back to North Hudson 
Braddock Park to make sure he wasn't 
dreaming the incident. There were several 
holes in the soil where he witnessed the 
aliens allegedly digging, he said. 

And O'Barski WliS not alone with his 
sighting. 

A doorman who was working at the 
Stonehenge apartment complex across · fronf 
the park on the other side of Boulevard East 
also noticed the glowing object hovering 

1 00 feet over Braddock Park. The doorman, 
whose actual identity w~ never revealed, 
al~o told both local police and federal offi
dids that when the object started its ascent, 
it forced windows to be shattered in the 
apartment complex and that a large tree 
adjacent to the complex was split in half. 

. "We might have thought be was ·~ little 
crazy at first, but he was certain that he saw 
what he di9," said O'Barski's son, George 

. O'Barski Jr., on an A&E Network special 
about UFOs that aired for the first time in 

see UFO page 13 

~:i.;_.-, ___ /;.-_',:- ~·::~ ,'·:-_.·."::._._ .• ·~ ' 

. "·'i:. \1.~();-.~ijTIN(I $UTE .- lltls Is the area of 
= ··' 'N<;fth "·ttua$on ! tACJdrick Park, with the 

$to~eh.+nge APartments in the foreground, 
= Wher~ Geqrge O'BJ~rski spotted "eight to 11 
· ~ttm~r.to~" creatures cc~lng out of some 
;~~ of e spacecraft tn 1975. 
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2005. "It really bothered my father 
that people thought he was lying." 

It was also later revealed that 
O'Barski and the unnamed 
Stonehenge doorman did not know 
each other, and it was impossible for 
the two to collaborate on their stories . . 

The doorman at the Stonehenge also · 
noticed another key point to his sight
ing. The creature he spotted was not 
wearing a coat, and the temperatures 
were ·in the teens that early morning. 

Two investigators talk 
about it 

The 0' Barski case intrigued two 
people who are now linked in the 
world of UFO investigation. 

Ted Bloecher, who currently lives in 
Secaucus, is an experienced stage ! 
actor, having performed in "Guys and I 
Dolls," "My Fair Lady" and "Oliver" 
on Broadway. But as a child, 
Bloecher was always fascinat~d with 
the study of l!FOs . (called ufolozy) 

-:..~ # 

1 and eventually became totally 
·engulfed with O'Barski's tale. 

Bloecher, now a regular UFO inves
:tigator, went to interview O'Barski 
1about his story in the late 1970s. · . 
· "Since I'm an experienced stage 
·actor, I know very well what is a 
1 staged act and what is real," Bloecher 
said last week. "The scene of them 

·getting soil samples was fake. It was 
; staged. Their real · target was George 
:o'Barski. They weren't interested in 
:soil samples. They wanted him:" 

Another UFO researcher also 
intrigued by the O'Barski story was a 
writer .named Budd Hopkins. In fact, . 

"both Bloecher and Hopkins were so 
:intrigued by O'Barski's saga- a story 
that both experts eventually believed 
to be real after interviewing O'Barski 
- that they have sin~e teamed forces 
in the pursuit-of other "close encoun· 
ters." The two Cl,UTently conduct UFO 
sighting seminars throughout the 
country. 

The reason Hopkins was so fasci
nated by the O'Barski sighting is that 
Hopkins had just visited a friend 
inside the Stonehenge apartments in 
North Bergen a week before the 
O'Barski sighting. 
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"It was more than a bizarre coinci
dence," Hopkins would later sar. 

Newspaper reports were mmhnal 
· after the 0 'Barski incident. Both the 

local dailies, the Jersey Journal and 
the now-defunct Hudson Dispatch, . 
barely wrote of the incident, giving it 
only a few paragraphs each. 

According to O'Barski's son, his 
father went to his grave in 1979 thor
oughly believing that what he saw 
that fateful evening did, in fact, take 
place. -

Close encounter .•. 

This incident was classified u a 
"close encounter of the second kind., 
because of physical evidence found at 
the scene, and also as one "of the 
third kind," just like in the famed 
1978 movie starring Richard 
Dreyfuss, because witnesses describe 
observing UFO 's. 

UFO researcher Jerome Clark cites 
the O'Barski-North Bergen incident . 
as one of the best-documented of its 
kind, because the core story was cor
roborated by numerous independent 
witnesses. 

Later sightings 

As it turned out, O'Barski wasn't 
alone. · 
· In 1979, North Bergen resident 
Harold Stith was· also driving through 
North Hudson Braddock Park in 
almost the same exact location that 
O'Barski traveled four years prior. 
Af,ain; it was at night. 

'My father was driving home from 
work, driving on Boulevard East, and 
. he turned into the [Braddock] park," 
said Secaucus resident Robert Stith, 
the son of Harold, who is now 
deceased. "A~ soon as he turned off 

see UFO page 15 
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into the park, his car just stopped dead. 
Then the radio went .dead. A bright light 
came on · top of the car and then my father 
heard some strange things on the radio, 
some language that he didn't understand. 
He then noticed it was some sort of space
~hip. The. doors of the ship opened and these 
:.ittle grey men with big eyes came out. The 
aext thing my father knew was that the door 
Jhut and· they flew off. He thought it was 
iike 10 minutes, but as it turned out, it was 
like three hours, My mother said that my 
father came hotrie three hours late." · 

Hopkins, who also investigated the Stith 
.:ase, believes that Stith was abducted. 

"He believed that he was abducted," 
Robert Stith said. "We all thought he was 
crazy. He didn't-want the story to come out 
because other people wo.uld have th()ught he 

• was nuts." · 
Two days after Stith had his close 

encounter, he told his family that he had a 
dream about the Miss America pageant. 

"My, father named the winner, what she 
wore, what she performed, where she was 
from,,. Robert Stith said. "No one took it 
seriously. We didn't have an affiliation with 
the pageant and we had no idea why he 
would pick the Miss America winner." 

INTEREST PIQUED - Well-known 
author and UFO expert Budd 
Hopkins, shown hare, became ao 
fascinated with the NOrth Bergen
O'Barekl sighting In 1175 that he 
dedicated his life to proving that 

, the Incident took place. 

Sure enough, Harold Stith's rrediction came 
true. Two weeks later, it al ·happened just 
like Stith said it would. Cheryl Prewitt of 
Mississippi, the one Stith named after his 
dream, was crowned the Miss America of 
1980. 
"I don't think he ever had a theory as to 

why he could have done that," Robert Stith 
said. 

The elder Stith never predicted the future 
ever again. · 

Again, there was a small article written in 
the Hudson Dispatch about several people 
spotting a glowing object in North Hudson 
Braddock Park that evening. 

'Racing blips' in 1985 

The reported sightings came to a halt for a 
few years, until 1985, when Ron Lee report
ed seeing three stationa.ry sets of lights in . 
the area, a11 oval in shape. Then, the lights 
took off into the sky. Ninetta Nappi reported 
the same lights as "racing blips." 

In 1988, two different North Bergen resi
dents . reported seeing shapes that looked 
like "white and green diamonds" flying over 
Braddock Park. 

In 1993, a North Bergen schoolteacher, 
Ann Barlovich, reported seeing a "large 
elliptical light with an · eerie glow, a blimp-

---- --- -

like object." 
"I know what I saw and it wasn't like any

thing else I'd ever seen before," Barlovich 
said in the 2005 A&E special. 

In 1999, .a resident of the Parker Imperial 
condominium complex said that he was 
standing on his balcony and was ready to 
take a picture of the sunset, when he noticed 
something peculiar. The man took the pic
ture, then downloaded the picture to his 
computer and noticed three weird orbs in the 
photo. 

"I really didn't see the orbs when I took the 
picture," Marc Taylor said. "Only when I 
reviewed it later." 

Finally, on Nov. 3,.2003, the last two sight
ings reported to the National UFO 
Reporting Center, both spotted near 
Braddock Park. 

At 5:40 p.m. that day, two North Bergen 
residents reported seeing something in the 
dusk sky. One witness saw something that 
looked like a star, but then it 
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His father went to his grave in 1979 believing he'd seen a UFO. 

moved in circles, then in a zig-zag motion. It 
moved for about five seconds, stopped for a 
bit, then continued the circular and zigzag
ging routine. Another witness saw the same 
exact thing. 

"At first I thought that my vision was play
ing with me; or may be the clouds, but I 
tried looking at other stars, and they did not 
move at alJ,'' the report reads on the 
Natiopal UFO Reporting Center board. 
"After an hour, the light became steady and 
stopped moving. I do not know if what I saw 
was. a UFO, but it was too high to be ~.plane 
or a helicopter." 

Peter Jennings weighs in 

The late ABC News anchor Peter Jennings 
did a special report on UFOs in November 
of 2004 and he hinted at the number of 
sightings in North Bergen, wondering if it 
wa8 just coincidence or fact-based. 

The A&E special report also focused an 
entire hour on the North Bergen sightirtgs, 
especially the famed O'Barski sighting. The 
A&E special aired for the first time in 2005 
and has been often repeated. 

In the Peter Jennings report, ABC claimed 
that almost 50 percent of Americans believe 

· that UFOs are real, not to mention millions 
of individuals in other countries. Whether 
these cas~s happened remain between those 
who reported the sightings. Federal records 
of the reports have never been releasetl to 
the public. -

Police chief remembers 

North Bergen Police Chief William 
Galvin, a native of the township, remembers 
the craze as a 21-y_ear-old who had yet to 
become a police officer. 
"I just remember the hype and then I just 

saw the{A&E) special on TV and it remind
ed me," Galvin said. "We laugh ~bout it. No • 
one has ever received a call reporting a UFO 
to the Police Department. It is a mind~bog
gling number to think so many have been 
reported here. But as· far as I know, I don't 
remember anyone calling the police with 
these cases. We might have got a call or two 
about· strange objects, but no one ever made 
a big deal about ·it. I can't believe we're 
number I on that Jist. It amazes me." 

But obviously, the cases existed and were 
reported and remain on file. Incredibly, 

·since The North Bergen Reporter last wrote 
abQut the sightings in 2005, the articl~ has 
been posted on several different UFO web-
sites throughout the country. a . 

Jim Hague can be reached vis e-mail' at 
. either OGSMAR@aol.com or jhaglie@hud
sonreporter.com 
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The Ramirez cartoon's cruel depic
tion of presidential candidate Dennis 
Kucinich as a raving idiot saying, •ot 
course I've seen a UFO. How do you 
think I got here?" is merely a disingenu
ous attempt to discredit Kucinich's pro
gressive bid for the presidency and his 
recE!nt motion before Congress to im
peach Vice President Dick Cheney. 

Kucinich is not the only one seeing close encounters· 

What Rep. Kucinich actually said at 
the Oct 31 Philadelphia debate was, "'t 
was an unidentified flying object. OK? 
It's, like, it's unidentified., Kucinich said 
also, "You have to keep in mind 
that ... Jimmy Carter saw a UFO, and 
also that more people in this country 
have seen UFOs than, I think, approve of 
George Bush's presidency." The latter 
statement is certainly on target. 

I find it more than coincidental that 
Kucinich made his UFO claim on the 
same day that he questioned President 
Bush's mental health in light of com
ments he made about a nuclear Iran pre
cipitating World War lli. 

An "unidentified" sighting merely 
means the object cannot be identified, 
not that the object is necessarily from 
never-never land Former Presidents 
Ronald Reagan and Jimmy Carter are 
both reported to have claimed UFO 
sightings. The three astronauts on 
Apollo 11 in 1969 also said they saw a 
UFO. Fourteen percent of Americans 
are reported to have seen an UFO. Larry 
King recently hosted a UFO show. 

An international panel of two dozen 
former pilots and government officials 
called on the U.S. government recently 
to reopen its generation-<>ld UFO inves-
tigation as a matter of safety and seCu
rity given continuing reports about fly
ing discs, glowing spheres and other 
strange sightin~. 

Come on right -wing newspaper, give 
the progressives a break! 

EDWARD TAYLOR. 
MIDLOTHIAN. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Starting 
today, Gary Lindstrom returns 
to the Summit Daily News as 
a regular Monday columnist. 

_ .. Unidentified Flying 
Objects have been in 
the news lately .. 

It·came up dwing a recent 
Democratic presidential 
debate. Apparently, Con
gressman Dennis Kucinich, 

-· D...Qhio, had previously stat
ed publically that he had per
sonally seen a UFO. When he 
was asked about it, he admit
ted to making the statement 
~d having seen a UFO. 
1hree cheers -for the con
gressman for his courage ai).d 
honesty. No cheers for the 
press who made a major joke 
out of his statement. 

That was followed this past 
week by a national conference 
in Washington, D.C., of a 
group of very credible people 
relating their experiences hav
ing seen UFOs during their 
careers. The participants were 
from seven countries and the 
United States. One was a for
mer governor of Arizona. 
Another witness was a former 
four-star general from Bel
gium. A lot of airline pilots 

" came forward to share what 
.. .t!Jey had seen. Transcripts of 

astronauts talking about see-

CONSIDER TIHS 
GARY lANnsntoM 

ing UFOs in space were read. 
When I was a police agent 

working in Lakewood, there 
was a report of a sighting 
above the power lines on 
South Table Top Mountain 
near Golden. The witnesses 
~d that the saucer-like craft" 

_ hovered above the power 
lines for about five minutes 
and then lifted straight up 
into the sky. In Summit Coun
ty in the ea:dy 1980s, we had a 
report of an aircraft hovering 
above the Dillon Reservoir. It 
was black and had red, blue, 
yellow and green lights. It did 
not make any sound. · 

When it left it shot straight 
up into the sky out of sight. 
· A couple of days later we 
had the same report of some
thing above the landfill near 
Keystone. Some campers were 
disturbed while sleeping and 
they woke up to see this 
11Ship" above the landfill. 

The classic local event 

actually made the front page 
of the National Enquirer. I · 
will not use the real names 
because one of the witnesses 
still works and lives in Sum
mit County. 

I was living on Straight 
Creek Drive in Dillon VaHey. 
The sheriff at the time lived on 
Straight Creek Drive also,. but 
at the other end. We always 
left our radios on at home just 
to monitor what was happen-
. 4lg in the county. 

All of a sudden, the conl
munications '--enter broadcast 
that a strange aircraft had 
been sighted above Silver
thorne and they dispatched 
one of our deputies. A high
ranking elected official at the 
·time also monitored the police 
radio and started in that direc
tion, too. The sheriff and I 
decided not to respond. 

TI1e deputy drove north to 
about Ute Pass Road where 
they encountered _the UFO 
hovering in the sky. They 
watched it for a time and it 
left and they went back home. 

The National Enquirer 
picked up the story and ran it 
the next week with a photo of 
the deputy in uniform point
ing to the sky. The sheriff and 
I to this day are thankful we 
did not respond. When I was 
in the Air Force, there was a 

major government project 
tracking sightings of UFOs. It 
was tagged 11Project Blue -
Book," and· I remember read
ing many accounts of Air 
Forre pilots and ground per
sonnel seeing UFOs in the air 
and on the ground. It is 
reported that there were 
more than 12,618 UFO 
reports from 1947 to 1969. 

Reports indicate that the 
CIA in 1987 tried to hush up 
the sighting of a huge lighted 
ball four times the size of a 
jumbo jet. Around the same 
time, the Summit County 
Communications Center 
received calls from the 'Frisco 
area about a bright object rae- · 
ing down Ten Mile Canyon 
on h1terstate 70 at a high rate 
of speed. Witnesses in Copper 
Mountain had the same sight
ing and reported that it con
tinued up to the top of Vail 
Pass. Eagle County Dispatch 
received many calls as the 
lighted object continued west. 
The last reports of sightings 
came from Glenwood Springs. 

Talk about being bipartisan, 
it has been reported that 
Ronald Reagan and Jimmy 
Carter both have seen UFOs. 
The strangest story that I 
remember was when a man 
was kidnapped in the winter 
by a group of men dressed in 

full white uniforms and then 
was tied up and hung from a 
tree in Monte Cristo Gulch 
south of Breckenridge. 

That may or may not be a 
UFO story but it certainly 
happened and was strange. 
The victim could not have tied 
himself up and then hung 
himself from a tree. 

He was not harmed and 
was rescued by a local iesi- _ 
dent passing by his .location. 

We always knew that Army 
Rangers sometimes did night 
training in the snow in Sum
mit County, so that might 
ac;count for the men in white 
uniforms. Of course, the' Army_ 
denied haying anyone in the 
area. Another Army tie-in. The 
Army High Altitude Heli
copter training center is at . 
Eagle County Airport in Gyp
sUm.. They fly over Summit 
County all the time. The only 
problem with that is I have 
never heard a quiet helicopter. 

Maybe I witnessed some of 
this stuff. Maybe not My lips 
are sealed. I might want to run 
for president someday. 

Gary Lindstrom has lived 
in Summit County since 1974 
and is a retired police officer 
and a recovering politician. 
He can be contacted at 
gary@garylindstrom.com. 
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Bel Air man writes of 
UFOs in wartime 
Research of WWII events uncovers the 

unexplained 

By Cassandra A. Fortin 

The peculiar red orb hung motionless in the 
summer sky near Frederick. 

A boy at the time, Keith Chester vividly 
recalls that day In 1966. It was about 6:30 
p.m. and Chester was on his way to a 
friend's house. As he walked, he noticed a 
shiny red ball in the sky near the Catoctin 
Mountains. 

Keith Chester (pictured) wrote hltl book 
after talking with Leonard Stringfield, 
an American flier who reported having 
a UFO experfence In tho sky near 
Jaoan. 

"The hair on the back of my neck stood 
straight up," Chester said. "I was so scared 
that I ran into my neighbor's house. I still 
think it was a UFO." To this day, the 50-year
old Bel Air resident has not been able find an 
explanation for the object, but the incident 
sparked an interest in unidentified flying 
objects. 
In recent years, Chester's interest has grown 
into a passion that led him to write Strange 
Company: Military Encounters with UFOs in 
WNII. The 320-page book contains 

~ 

descriptions of UFO sightings by American 
and British service members culled from 
research that Included documents at the 
National Archives. 

The road to writing the book began with that 
boyhood sighting of the red object. Chester 
de.,·oured books about UFOs and became 
interested In space. He wanted to be an 
astronaut until he realized he didn't have the 
necessary aptitude for math, so his interest 

1 I shifted to World War II history. From 1978 to 
i 19tJ8, Chester portrayed an infantry soldier 

as a member of the Military Historical 
Reenactment Society, taking part In events 
aro~md tne region. 

--·------
Over time, Chester's Interest in UFOs 
waned. But It was reignited In 1989 when he 
met Leonard Strtngfteld, who was director of 
Civilian Research, Interplanetary Flying 
Objects, a research group during the 1950s, 
that produced books about UFOs. 

Stnngfield was a sergeant in the 5th Air 
Force during Wortd War II and said he had 
his own UFO sighting. 

Ch>!ster said Stringfield told him about how 
he was among the first people to fty into 
mainland Japan after the bombing of 
Nagasaki. Stringfield said that he was on a 
plane flying between le Shima and two Jima, 
when he looked out the window and saw 
thrP.e luminous, disk-shaped objects flying in 
fonnation. 

"He told me that the objects had no outline, 
no exhaust. and no wings," Chester said, 
who works as a freelance artist. 

Stringfield heard a commotion In the cockpit 
-the engine was malfunctioning. But when 
the objects disappeared, the plane was able 
to land safely, Chester recalls Stringfield 
sa~ing. 

"To hear his story was mesmerizing," he 
sal1. 

Chester wanted to team more about UFO 
sightings during 'NNII. In 1999, he began 
visiting the National Archives once a week to 1 

stu.:ty military records for Information about 
UFO sightings during the war. 

Throughout almost four years of research. 
CllP.ster found documents detailing sightings 
described as objects, lights, flares, strange 
lights or rockets. 

"The sightings that were documented were 
considered phenomena," he said. "The 
military thought that they knew what they 
were observing, but the objects didn't match 
anything that was known by military 
intelligence." 

The sightings he found include a silver, 
cigar-shaped object that looked like an 
airship. He also found a preponderance of 
information about unexplained objects 
reported by members of the 415th Night 
Fighter Squadron, a former Army Air Forces 
fiQhter squadron that fought during Wond 
War II. 

"Some of the soldiers thought the objects 
they saw were beyond the realm of 
conventional technology," Chester said. "But 
there Is something extraordinary happening 
out there ... and there is a phenomenon that 
exists, and I believe that it's extraterrestrial." 

At a reunion of the night fighters, Chester 
met Harold Augspurger, a commander of the 
squadron, who recounted a sighting that 
Chester detaDs In his book. While flying near 
the border of France and Germany, 
Augspurger said he saw a light in the sky 
that he could not pick up on the radar. 

"I believe that what I saw was something 
from some other space," Augspurger, 88, 
said In a telephone Interview from his home 
In Dayton, Ohio. "I think it's real important to 
document it because it's a piece of history." 

By 2002, Chester concluded he had enough 
information to write a book. He was struck by 
how much documentation existed and 
figured most people weren't aware of it. He 
said he has come across so much material 
that he has begun work on a second book. 

"The phenomenon was far larger than ever 
expected," he said. "I found that the military 
applied known terminology and didn't come 
up with answers. They would call something 
a flare, but It didn't act like a flare." 

Along the way, Chester has encountered 
plenty of skepticism, even from friends. But 
he said his goal is not to persuade people 
one way or the other. 

"It's up to the people who read my book to 
decide what the objects truly were," he said. 
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Latest developments 
in Ufology 

The UFO Phenomenon is not 
going away. UFOs are still being 
observed worldwide. Locally, more 
witnesses are coming forward and 
telling about their personal sight
ings that they have bact from the 
past or present. They are feeling 
more comfortable in talking about 
it; because they know that the reali
ty of the UFO mystery is on the rise. 
In many cases, they have given me 
permission . to ·use their names. 
These are very credible people that I 
am referring to. Others remain. 
anonymous if they so choose. 

In the near future, Phyllis 
Buding~r, a retired chemist from 
Chagrin Falls will be on the History 
Channel. It will show some chemi
cal tests and results•of some famous 
UFO cases. Phyllis is a long-time 
friend of mine. 
· I _have· created a binder of infor

mation about the Bruce Stevenson 
UFO sighting of Feb. l, 1948. This 
includes old newspaper articles 
about this extraordinary event. 
These binders are located for public 
display at our local Historical 
Society, the Circleville Library, and 
the · Welcome Center. Please feel 
free to look at them. 

Investigation was done about 
orange bursts of light being 
observed and reported in ·southern 
Pickaway ·County in September. It 
was discovered that they were being 
released from F16s flying out of the 

Ci 
Credit: Jon Fry 

•:• Viewpoint •:•· 
Air ~ational Guard Base in 
Springfield. All the witnesses were 
notifi~ of this explanation from 
some of the sightings. Howe~er, 

because of qus investigation, it was 
discovered of a genuine UFO sight
ing. This occurred with a strange 
object following a mother and 
daughter home late at night in early 
July. It hovered outside while they 
went inside their home. There is no 
natural explanation for this report. It 
is on file with inany other unknown 
sightings from Pickaway Count}'. A 
full report was made. to the Mutual 
UFO Network located in 'Colorado . . 

In · September, tl1e ·Stephen 
Greer's Disclosure Project video 
was shown on the local Circleville 
Cable CGTVS. Several ex-govern~ 

ment and military witnesses made 
statements: because of their person'!' 
al experiences which resulted in· 
knowing that yes. UFOs do exist.· 
This video was snown from efforts 

, of the Roundtown UFO Society and 
permission of ·the Disclosure 
Project. 

I spoke to the local Kiwanis Club 
in August and the Sertoma Club in 

. November. The.merilbers of both of 
these fine organizations who were 
there found out about the unknown 
facts related to unidentified flying 
objects. 

In the fall, the public was invited 
to the Sandy Barthelmas farm on 
Route 56. This was to show. the site 
where Bruce Stevenson had his his-

. toric UFO sighting in 1948. In the 
spring, this invitation will be 
extended .again. Any dates will be 

again advertised through the per
mission of the landowner. 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
of Ohio was at a recent Presidential 
Debate. While there he· acknowl
edged that he had observed an 
unidentified · flying object. His 
response was to a question by news-· 
man Tim Russert. 'This occurred on 
n·ational television. Two former 
Presidents, Ron.ald Reagan and 
Jimmy Carter, each spokt early in 
their . political careers of seemg 
UFOs. 

The Larry King Show on Nov. 9 
was about UFOs. It was one of the 
most objective shows that I have 
ever watched ·on teievision on this 
subject. The presentation, was a veiy 
positive view about the existence of 
these · objects. The lone skeptic 
looked foolish and neryous to the . 
evidence presented. 

bn Nov. 12, a news c~nference 
was bel.Q at the National Press Club 
in Washington, D. C. Some 14 indi
viduais from seven different coun
tries were there to talk about their 
UFO experiences and the knowl· 
edge of ~eir existence. Many were 
former military pilots. Only eNN 
briefly covered this impOrtant event. 

' The other major. news outl~ts aid 
not report on it for whatever reason. 

If anyone has ~ about the 
UFO mystery contact ine at 477-6252 
or at rufos@columbus.rr.~ Our 
website is www .roundtownufosoci
ety.com. 

Pete Hartinger 
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AI -, For-Keifu ·· · 
Rowell, tracking UFOs 
in Oregon requires both 
skepticism and belief 

By MIKE CAD 
SPECIAL TO THE OREGONJAN 

Unidentified flying objects. 
little green men. Flying saurers. 
· Would you believe all of these 
things have a local connection? 

West linn's Keith Rowell is 
the assistant state directnr for 
the Mutual UFO Network. That 
means he spends a lot of his· free 
time investigating UFO claims, 
cattle mutilations and other bi
zarre Phenomena dubbed "par
anormal." 

He can effortlessly rattle off 
factoids about Project Blue Book 
-the Air Force's official investi
gation of UFOs in the 1950s and 
'60s - and just as easily dissect · 

the findings of John Mack, the 
late Hmvard psychiany profes
sor who said he wa8 an alien ab
ductee. 

Clirito 
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Panel: Reopen 
study of UFQs 
Unexplained encounters cited 
By Sara A. Carter 
THE WASHINOTON TIMES 

An inter national panel of 
scientists, retired military 
personnel and former high
ranking officials called on the 
U.S. government yesterday to 
reopen investigations into 
UFO phenomena. 

"Fbllowing in the footsteps 
of its now-defunct Project 
Blue Book, we propose that 
the United States Air Force 

· reopen its research effort, or 
that the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration ini· 
tiate such a research effort," 
stated the declaration, signed 
by 19 panelists with the CoaJi. 
tion for Freedom of Informa
tion. 

James Fox, director and 
producer of the documentary 
film "Out of the Blue," OJ1a· 
nized the unlikely tJrOUp, In· 
eluding moderator and former 
Arizona Gov. Fife Symington. 
Members of the group spoke 
candidly of their unexplain
able close encounters to a 
packed room at the National 
Press Club. 

Mr. Symington, a pilot and 
former Air Force officer, re· 
counted his experience near 
Phoenix in 1997, dubbed the 
"Phoenix lights." He said he 
"witnessed a massive delta
shaped craft" navigate over 
Squaw Peak, a mountain 

range near the desert city. 
The incident, which was 

witnessed by thousands of 
people in Arizona, was tele
vised internationally. The Air 
National Guard eventually 
claimed responsibility, saying 
that their pilots were drop
pina ftares. 

"I still don't know what it 
was," Mr. Symington said. "I 
can definitively say that this 
craft did not resemble any 
man-made object I'd ever 
seen. And it was certainly not 
high-altitude flares, because 
flares don't fty in formation." 

He added that the "U.S. can 
no lonaer shun international 
dialogue about this phenom
ena." 

The former governor was 
not alone. Other panelists 
from Eqland, Belgium, Peru, 
France and Iran have docu
mented evidence of unex
plainable encounters with 
UFOs - short for unidenti
fied lying objects. 

Nick Pope, formerly with 
the British Defense Ministry, 
said that in 1993 the agency 
investigated the famous Ren
delsham Forest incident, east 
of Ipswich, in Suffolk, Eng
land. The panelists included 
former U.S. Air Force person
nel who witnessed the unex
plainable sightings. He said 
his agency was contacted by 
U.S. authorities. 

James Penniston, a retired 
U.S. Air Fbrce senior security 
analyst who held top-secret 
security clearances for the 
U.S. and NATO, said he wit· 
nessed the triangular-shaped 
craft with blue and yellow 
lights in the Rendelaham inci· 
dent. 

"When we arrived near the 
suspected crash site, it 
quickly became apparent that 
we were not dealing with a 
plane crash or, for that matter, 
anything else we'd ever re
sponded to!' 

Mr. Penniston said the U.S. 
government needs tD reopen 
the investigations regarding 

. UFO sightings and should not 
continue to dismiss those 
whose expertise is valid. 

\ 

In 1976, retired Gen. 
Parviz Jafari of the Iranian 
air force said he encountered 
a UFO over Tehran. Mr. Jafari 
said he was contacted by of· 
ficials from the U.S. who also 
were inv:estigating the inci· 
dent. 

Mr. Jafari said the object 
was flashing with intense red, 
green, orange and blue lights. 
He said that at one point he 
tho'ught the object was a mis
sile and tried to fire a heat
seeking missile at it, "but my 
missile panel went out." 

"Later, a once-classified 
document was released here 
in America through the Free
dom of Information Act," Mr. 
Jafari said. "The Defense In· 
telligence Agency docu
mented the event in great de
tail .... The DIA assessment 
said 'this case is a classic that 
meets all necessary conditions 
for a legitimate study of UFO 
phenomenon! " 

TRIBUNE - REVIEW 
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for reports on the case. :the crash site by soldiers. 
The Air Force said residents 

D\' CHUCK BRl'M'AlN 
TRIIIUNE-REVIEW 

A Greensburg man who is a 
well-known UFO researcher is 
lauding a decision by a federal 
Judie after he ordered NASA to 
search Its archives once again 
for documents concerning an in
cldet;lt in KecksbW1 more than 
40 years ago, a step the space 
agency has long fought in fed
eral court. 

Stan Gordon on Friday called 
the JUdie's dcclaion "unprece
dented" ~ said he ts thrilled. 

·we·re very happy wlth the 
d~ision," Gordon said ... We're 
now going to have to sit back 
and hope that relevant docu
ments surface to finally sive clo
sure to this case." 

U. S. District Judge Emmet 
SWllvan approved a settlement 
in a lawsuit filed apinst the 
space aaency by investigative 
reporter Leslie Kean of New 
York City, who continues to 
seek infonnatlon about an inci
dent that occurrecl Dec. 9, 1965, 
in which witnesses claimed to 
have seen an unidentified · 

SEE UfO • 83 
:metallic object streaking 
:thl'Ough the sky and crashing 
· in u wooded area near the Mt. 
:Pleasant Township village. 
· The government has refused 
to Ol>en its mes about what, if 

·anything, happened that ntght. 

:ukely saw a meteor or meteors. 
:The government refused to re
:lea5e a CUll report concerning 
the incident. 

''They could not find any
thing," one Alr Force memo 
·stated after a late-night search 
that conspiracy theorists insist 
involved a cover-up by the gov· 
.ernment. Several NASA em
ployees were reported to have 
been at the scene. 

Witnesses said a flatbed truck 
drov~ away wlth ·a large object 
shaped like an acorn and about 
the slze.ofa Volkswagen bus. A 
mock-up based on the descrip
tions or local residents sits be· 
hind the Kecksburg Volunteer 
Fire Department. 

UFO enthusiasts have refused 
to let the matter die, and Kean 
sued NASA four years aao for in-
formation. ' 

The agency has turned over 
several stacks of documents that 
Kean says are not responsive to 
llie request, an argument with 
which Sullivan agreed. 

In March, Sullivan rejected 
NASA's request to throw·the case 
out or court, resulttni tn nea-ou
atlons that- led to the agency 
promising last week that it will 
conduct a more comprehensive 
search. 

Kean said Friday that she sued 
NASA rather than the Anny be
cause the space agency a decade 
ago released some relevant docu
ments about the case. 

Sullivan ordered NASA to com· 
plete a review of its mes concern· 
Ina the case within 45 days, then 
gave the agency an additional 00 
days to release those docwnents to 
Kean. Sullivan additionally or· 
dered the federal aovernment, 
through NASA, to pay Kean 
$50.000 In attorney's fees. 

"I look forward to working 
with NASA on the resolution of 
the tenns set out by the court 
and to providing the public with· 
the information It has been 
waiting for." Kean said. 

Gordon, who turns 58 on 
Tuesday, said he was Just 16 
years old when the Kecksburg 
incident took place, and that it 
.. sent me on a llfetlme search" of 
incidents involving UFOs. He 
said he has interviewed hun· 
dreds or people while trying to 
uncover the truth surrounding 
the cue. 

· Of the many witnesses, which 
Gordon said included firefight· 
el!l-and . ..regorters • .f~w ltnew 
each other prior to that niaht ln 
1965. "Even today, a larp ma· 
jortty of people still don't know 
each other," he said, •but even 
the most minute details or the 
incident are consistent" 
'. Tht Associot«l Prtn 
ctJntrlbutatl to this report. 

"We're very happy 
with the decision. 

We're now going to 
have to sit back and 
hope that relevant 

documents surface to 
finally give closure to 

this case." 
STAN GoRDON 

UFO R£iUACH£R 
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OPERATING IN A GALAXY OF DOUBT 
DISBELIEF AND DISMISSAL, UFO BUFFS 

MAKE THEIR CASE THAT 

WEARE NOT 
. -·-··· -- -~- . 

ALONE 
- - - - --· ·- ---

By ]oF. HEIM 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

As a meeting spot for JJEa enthusi
asts, Logan's Roadhouse might 
seem a tad unlikely. But once a 
month or so, the back room of the 

bustling, busily decorated chain restaurant 
in Fairfax becomes the mother ship for area 
ufologists (yes, that's what they prefer to 
be called). They gather there to snack on 
chicken tenders and chili, and exchange 
sightings and extraordinary stories in the 
company of like-minded people who won't 
think thefve completely lost their marbles. 

"When I first started 20 years ago, it was 
a bunch of old guys with their pocket pro
tectors, but now the meetings are getting 
more diverse," organizer Sue Swiatek says. 

Swiatek, a software analyst by day, is the 
state director of the Virginia chapter of the 
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON), a private 
organization that ·investigates and com
piles data on reports of unidentified flying 
objects. She and her husband, Rob Swia
tek, an oft-cited UFO expert, are, for lack of 
a better term, the first couple of Virginia 
ufologists. 

On Saturday, they will be among the fea
tured speakers at Mysteries of Space and 
Sky IV: Sixty Years of UFOs, a daylong con
ference open to the public at Anne Arundel 
Community College in Arnold. Rob Swia
tek's talk, "Sacre Bleu! UFOs Over France," 
alone seems well worth the conference's 
$30-$40 admission fee. 

For UFO buffs, 2007 is a multiple anni
versary year. It was 60 years ago that what-

ever happened in . Roswell~ N.M., ha~ 
pened. It was 60 years ago that the term 
"flying saucer" entered the lexicon. And it 
was 55 years ago that reports of UFOs 
flooded the Washington region. This very 
newspaper ran stories with such headlines 
as" 'Saucer' Outran Jet, Ptlot Reveals" and 
"D.C. Girl Sees Saucer Float Under 
Clouds." 

Five years ago, a new case arose when 
F-16 fighter jets were scrambled from An
drews Air Force Base to pursue what 
turned out to be- dum-de-dum-dum- an 
unknown craft. Spooky, huh? And because 
it happened exactly 50 years to the day of 
saucers being reported over the region, the 
event prompted a flurry of local ufological 
activity. (And, no, don' insert a "we all 
know how painful that can be" joke here). 

Of course, UFO enthusiasts are used to 
having their ideas about aliens and in
tergalactic spacecraft ridiculed. Those who 
opine that there are "others" out there are 
bound to hear they're more than a little out 
there themselves. If you talk to enough of 
them, you realize they have heard all of the 
insults before: nut job, wacko, loony, space 
case. But perhaps the most insulting thing 
to call a UFO believer is, well, a believer. 

To believe, they argue, is to imply that 
there is room for doubt. But, they tell you, 
if you study the cases, follow the facts, ex
amine the evidence, there is no room for 
doubt. "We're not believers; we're conclud
ers," says Paul Nahay of Silver Spring. 
Meet him and find out what he and other 
local concluders have to say about UFOs on 
Page 4. 

In the Orbit of UFO Enthusiasts 
Here are excerpts from Joe Heim's interviews with area UFO experts and 
buffs. You can read more Q&As at www. washingtonpost.com/ source. 
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Don Berliner 
AGE: 77 
LIVES IN: Alexinlria 
JOB: Aviation and 
science writer, 
Fund for UFO 
Research chainnan 

- ----- -· - ·- -- -------- -
Ever had a UFO experience? 

Probably not, which is not the answer 
you want. I saw something that seems to 
be related to UFOs. There was a great 
flurry back in the late '40s and early '50s 
of green fireballs. They looked like giant 
meteors, and I had a good sighting of one 
of those. I long ago gave up looking. 
Though I still always get a window seat 
on an airliner. 

What Is it that most convinces you that 
UFOs exist? 

Two things. One, the consistency of sightings by expert witnesses 
- professional pilots, military and airline - of oddly shaped vehicles 
seen in the broad daylight. Vehicles whose shapes are not familiar and 
whose technical performances are right off the scale .... The other is 
the federal government's very suspicious behavior of putting outland
ish explanations on UFO reports, explanations and interpretations 
that don't reflect the body of the report. 

Why do you think UFOs are visiting Earth? 
Well, if indeed they are and aren't explainable in some other way, I 

have absolutely no idea. It's very risky to use human reasoning when 
you're dealing with something you have defined as nonhuman. 

How do you deal with skeptics? 
That's a tricky word. The people who are convinced that UFOs 

don't exist or can't be of any consequence call themselves skeptics, but 
they have a carved-in-stone belief. I don't know what the right word is 
to describe them; we have some unkind words. [Laughs.] Hey, maybe 
thefre right; I don't know. But if you're going to claim to be scientific 
in your outlook, you should be scientific in your outlook. 

Has your involvement with the subject of UFOs hampered your rela· 
tionships or career plans? 

Not that rm aware of. In the early days, when I was still in the Air 
Force, occasionally I would try to get people interested and people 
would poke fun, but nothing serious. 

What would it take to make acceptance of UFO phenomena more wide· 
spread? 

I've got a long list of things. Live video footage of a classic disc per
forming amazing maneuvers. Physical evidence, say, from the Roswell 
crash so that we could analyze the material. Something solid. 

What about alien abductions? Do you believe in those? 
Oh, is that a bag of worms. It is far beyond anything else in the UFO 

field for bizarreness, but the reports we get from all over the world are 
highly consistent. ... It's something that deserves a lot more study. 
I'm certainly not going to brush it off, but it is really far out. 
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When did you first get interested in IWia? 
I recall being in fifth grade and getting a book on UFOs 

called something like "Is Anybody Out There?• I had the 
usual teenage-boy interest in the subject. Living in Indiana 
in 1993 renewed my interest when somebody very close to 
me described a very close encounter. A few years later in 
Takoma Park, an apartment mate described a close encoun
ter with a flying saucer, a giant machine sitting in the air. 
Another friend had an astounding close e.1counter along 
the Atlantic City Expressway. He and the people in the car saw beings 
looking out at them from a flying saucer. None of them were into 
UFOs. None of them pursued the issue at all. 

Ever had a UFO experience? 
Mine was Nov. 10,2002. It was a rectangular, impossibly large, dark 

object, with a strange texture, miles away in the sky. There was not a 
cloud in the sky; it was about 1:30 in afternoon on Route 295 in New 
Jersey. It was much larger than any man-made thing. Slightly moving. 
Extremely weird, and I didn't go and report it .... You're so confused 
by it that you sort of doubt yourself. But I saw it as clearly as I saw a 
building. 

What is it that most convinces you that UFCs exist? 
fm not interested in the unidentified obj~cts. I'm interested in ones 

that are clearly identifiable and piloted by things that are not human 
and are clearly intelligent. The volume and quality of the evidence is 
what's convincing. 

Why do you think UFOs are visiting Earth? 
"Why is this happening?" is a very loaded and dangerous question. 

Any answer is in danger of being shot down. . .. 

PauiNahay 
AGE: 49 

Many people, including my wife, view the abduction 
phenomenon as complete fiction and as a psychologi
cal aberration .... The implication, and this is dan
gerous to extrapolate and somewhat fringe theory, is 
that they are in the process of integrating with us. I 
know it sounds crazy and like the movies, but that 

LIVES IN: Stiver Spring 
JOB: Computer 
consultant 

~ 

seems to be the case. 

How do you deal with skeptics? 
I personally try not to because they [tick) me off so much. It doesn't 

have to be a matter of belief; there are studies that can be read. There's 
no end of reputable books. Most skeptics either know nothing about 
the field or they simply echo back the bogus reports that have been 
made. 

Has your involvement with the subject of UFOs hampered your relation· 
ships or career plans? 

I am reluctant to talk about it. It's the one subject that you can't talk 
about in polite company. [Laughs.) I've been lucky because I've been a 
freelancer. I know people who have full-time jobs, particularly with 
government or military, and they have to be more careful It has caused 
some rough edges in some personal areas. [Laughs.] 
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What would it take to make acceptance of UFO phenomena more wide· 
spread? 

There are highly credible witnesses, people who we entrust, and 
when they say, 1 saw this thing" ... you can't just whisk this away. I 
mean, even Jimmy Carter saw one. [Laughs. 1 

Wben did ,.. rant get lnterestecl in llfDI? 
There was a very interesting case in Chile in 1977, and 

I was a report:er and I wrote it up. That was my first UFO 
article. I bad no idea at the time that this was going to 
consume years of my life. 

Enr had a UFO experience? 
Well, I would only say that I have had a UFO sighting, 

not an experience or close encounter. In the Chilean An
des, I did see some strange lights that were zi~agging in 
the sky and moving in unexplained fashion. This was in 
1988. 

What Is it thR most conmces you that UFOs exist? 
Well, there's just a lot of great evidence, once you filter all the noise 

and the wild allegations. Unfortunately, the field is contaminated by a 
lot of unsubstantiated rumors and sensationalism. Anybody that 
wants to get involved in this has to realize this and filter it and get to 
the good Ca8eS. 

Why clo you think UFO. .. villtiag Earth? 
We have no idea, to tell you the truth. Tbat,s why they are a mystery. 

Antonio 
Huneeus 
AGE: 57 
LIVES IN: Falrfn 
JOI: Freelance science 
report• and editor 

How do you deal with skeptics? 
I understand them, because I used to be skeptical. ... 

A r.ertain degree of skepticism is healthy. And that ap
plies to the believers' side as well 

Haa,.,.... involvement with the subject of UFOs ham· 
pend yo• relationships or c.,_ plans? 

Perhaps in the early years, I could sense that people 
would have kind of a funny reaction .... But in the last 
10 to 15 years, I understand that it's still not treated se--
riously, but it bas become part of the culture. People 

think it's an exciting subject, and they want to know more. In some for
eign countries, the cuhure is much more disposed to accepting in
formation about UFOs. In America, it's mostly thought of as entertain
ment 

What would it take to naake accept•ce of UFO phenomena mon wide
spread? 

It would help if we had a very dramatic, solid case with multiple wit
nesses. Some case that could bring the phenomenon back to the front 
pa~. 

Sue Swiatek 
AGE: 49 
LIVES IN: Fairfax 
JOB: Softw•e analyst 
and publishing 
specialist, Virginia 
state director of the 
Mutual IWl Network 

When cld you fnt get interested in UFOs? 
I was 8 years old, and I read about the 

Betty and Barney Hill abduction case in 
Look magazine. I took it very seriously; it 
had the ring of truth. I thought if they can 
pick up one couple, they can pick up 
more. That's what led me to have a life
long interest 

Ever had a UFO experience? 
Well, apparently. I was just driving 

along and saw something for five to seven 
seconds, and I couldn't resolve it. It was a stubby fuselage, fatter than 
a plane, and it wasn't tapered like a plane would be. It didn't have a tail 
or wings. But you know as well as I do, if a plane's at a certain angle, 
you can't tell I'm very skeptical, so that's still in my gray basket. It 
was a big object .... It was weird, I will say that 

What is it that most convinces you that UFOs exist? 
When I get involved with local people in local cases and I see the 

fear in their eyes and how serious they are about what they've seen. 
When you meet real people and you know that they don't want pub
licity, they don't want their name in the paper, it's very powerful when 
you meet them .... People who have close encounters feel threatened. 
They think the UFOs might be coming back, they fear the govern
ment and they feel their friends and family are going to ridicule them. 

Why do you think UFOs are visiting Earth? 
I believe they are coming here to explore and glean some kind of re

sources from our planet. Whether that's DNA material or something 
more prosaic, who can say? Maybe it's just knowledge. 

How do you deal with skeptics? 
I personally don't mind skeptics. I don't get my feelings hurt. I am 

who I am. Some people ask me questions about the fact that I'm a 
Christian. A guy once said, "How can you believe in God and UFOs 
when there's no proof in either one?" I think he thought my brain was 
going to explode. 

Has your involvement with the subject of UFOs hampered your rela· 
tionships or career plans? . 

So far, no. This article may change that. [Laughs.] A lot of my 
friends are in the UFO field. H people can't tolerate me believing this, 
then we're probably not going to be that close anyway. 

What would it take to make acceptance of UFO phenomena more 
widespread? 

We have meetings about just this thing. The thing that would work 
the best we have no control over, and that would be a major sighting 
or a wave of sightings that involved a large geographic area. Or if 
there was a major disclosure by our government, that would help. 
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-~ained 'of all- color as -he 'bravely 
~~ to the household: a UFO 

. -'X• oyer our. hauae: _ · -, · 
1 tore~yself away frum the Walton 

- two dozen former pilots an4 govern .. 
: ment offic~ called on the-U.S. gov

cr:pment to reap~ . its investigation of 
UfO$, -

_ ~Y ·and looked out the front win-
-. _ ·. - - -d.9w. A large ro~ dislc was just 

••• _. /George ·_ -e¢crging ~ver the_··roofofthe house. It 
I'm in favor of getting to the bottom ~. 'Robinson was~' ·-barely clearing the . chim_n~, 

of all thO~ lemon meringue pie p~ .. _ -: ._. · - - _ ·and-moved very ~wly. It sounded like 
indiscriminately doing loop-th(}-loqps-- 8n old_pickup truck-whos~ motor neec;l- · 
in the night sky with no regard for my- ed a tune-l:Jp. The -UFO-coughed and 
cat Floyd, who takes unic;lcntified fly-- _· - -_ gtoaned, its ·underllelly pock-IJ181"ked 
ing obj~ts as seriously as. President;ial and dented, silvery white gloWing me~ 
candidat~ Rep. Dennis Kucinich. appear at night and like to .interrupt TV alic skin. - · -

The Ohio Congressman, who is no · sho.ws?· It's ~vcr in the_ daylight sky - Like tb.e ancient truck trying to make -
relation to Floyd, announced·a:t a recent during ~gis;-m.d -J(elly,. Is it bec~use it& way up a-.steep hill, th~ spacecraft 
Presidential candidates~ -debate that he the little green ·men _:are Unable to fall ~creaking-and 1D-Oaning as .it Showed 
once saw a UFO. But no -- t?yebrows ~leep at ni~ an4 the Only way they itself over the .front lawn. It :~enly 
were raised when. former ··Presidents can get slee~y is to ~ruise around in _ qanke~ and ~-~t e~o~ surged 
Ronald Rea~ and Jiullny· Carter Mrs._ Smith's lemon .m~ringue pie m>:w-ar~ p_a\l&lllg ~~~~gears 
claimed to ·have seet1 UFOs. Go figure. plate.s? Thpse: are the real questiori.s that _c.o~~ ~, p1cking up SJ?eed, 

Do you know Yardley and -Lower n~d 'real ·ana~ers in a serioUs. govern- ~d ~ up an'! was gpne m .an 
h4a1cefir;]d have been visited byunideii- ment fuvestiption. - _ . ·· ~tant, -~tly .~lq_eking _ o~t ~ twin., 

_ tified flying objects? The UFO buzzed -I remember. John Boy .- was saying -~m~ star-B as tt - dis~pp.eared m~ th~ 
·my house back in 1977-~ The fu.mily "g~d nig~t;' .Ao e,verybocly when I :: ~ght -sJcr. . . ~ 
took the uninvited visit very .s~riously, h~ an ~ so\md·oonring -fro~-_ · - My:~ Sandy ,didn 't want_ to l~ok., 
as did our neighbors in other ~ of somewhere--1bov.e my bpuse~ ~son _ ~Tim -~ 1-~ for a \Png tune . 
Bucks County·who ~- reports with . Tim.Boy, aqQ).lt eight--· ·or nine-y.ear&- : ~g_J:Q Pl~ o.~ · .tts _presenc~, but the 
theU.S.gpvemment, . . old~ -the~, -ca.mc~goutofhiB - ~~.le~ w~ mdeQd ,_gon~. The next 

My UFO came at rught )11 the late ·. room and stPQd shaking fu the doorw~y . ~~' D:CW~rs .and TV rq>orted 
1970~s .b~e 1'he Waltonsn were on of the· ~Ving 1oom. pointing ·a nervous , _ :CWO _ stglrtings -~ .over B~ckS County 
telev1s1_on_. Why do- -PFOs. always fingertowa.rdtheWindow.-Hisfacewas- --~~~-~d· ___ __ _ -
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IN YEARS PAST 
• -ID 1957, Mrs. C.A. e f Piitber Avenue, JamestO~, called 1'fle Post-

J '"• .·~. shottJy after 9 a.m. to !Oport that she had just. 
- 'S'p · · an. obj~t flying west over the city. The 
·' 'ObjeJ:t ai)peared to be white in color, flat and round· · 

in stmpe, h~.ding slowly toward Lakewood. Mrs: 
Welter, who reported that seven years ago she spot-
ted what appeared to be a ••flying saucer". ~ver - a~ 
Elmira, said sbe called her husband who also saw the . 
object. She ~~ct~e sp>tted the object from the north · . 

"'"Window of her home and that it was high in the sky. She stated that 1t bOre no 
resemblance to a plane or possible weather balloon. -

.. 

.~ -- ~~formation Centet 
IN YEA~S PAsT.· 

• Three cliauu1uqua:-county \\'l)men reported seeing an unusual object in 
the sky in the e&st as th~y were drh·ing on the Westfield-Hartfield Road short
ly after 7 a.m. in the ·morning. !Ms. Arden Brown, Pt .. Chautauqua, Mrs. 
Marie Crandall, DewittVille, and ldrs .- Confer, Hartfield, said _they saw what 
they first thought was a vapor tnil and stopped· at the .si_de of ~e r~ad to : 

- watch when a large rou~~ object, silvery in color, and gJVmg the tllus10n ~f · 
fire around it, with ~1. \Vhite tail, started spinning down. As they ~atched, tt 
went up again and di~appeared. 

. :rhe-Yardley_.The~f!ioiallog of-~ 
·. Natiow :=t)llo _ .~ CenJ:er ·m_ 
. Washington, -D.C.~ ·~m.ms this_ entry . 
submittc4. by another resident. of the 
bori>ugh!: ~A~ trUmgular low-fiy- 
ing object p8S$ed over my -house in 
Yardley~ P~ in the ~of :1992.~ 

· :-Writing ·m. the·-~detailS'~ cohunn:of the 
- sighting em J~ 1~- 1~2;, my .Jieighbo,
wrote:4t-was ~ clear~ dark S1lDlJ;I1er 
night in .e~y June ·t992·. J ·sat at my 

. back _ dOor which_ was o~ but 
-screened .. ~ A 1Qu4 but not· deafening 
· roar :Catl;le 0-v,ei)the ~ yar(l; which . 
e~. for:a.-cQqple m1ndred yards and 
is pitch :black.- . . . . -. . ' ' : 

· "Then·;-craft ~erged into my view 
-and -must have .beCn. hovering at a cljs-: 
tance of about ·200 feet above my 
home. It-was triangularly slulped with 
red circular light$ th$-t . ~ompromi$ed 
the three eornct'S of the ebjec.t-with a 
·much Smaller -(circular) -white light in . 
·the center. This_.opject glided ~) m.y 
view . .for ·about 10 sec~s with-a r~la-:-
tively sl()w ·vel~ty." . · - . . - - -

If .you read it in· the Natio1JB1 UFO 
R.eportitw.Center's log; ~it be true? 

. . . ... - -

. (R.etirid ~r Geo~ ~bbu011 caa 
be ~dl~ at_yrc:lezdoe.it@comcut.net) 
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'Ufologist' catalogs sightings 
·- - - -----. -· --~··'·· ....... -· .. --- - . ·- - - ~ 

of odd things in the sky 

~ 

BY NICHOLAS GERANIOS 
The Associated Press 

HARRINGTON, Wash. 
To find the new home of 
The National UFO Reporting 
Center, you must go several 
yards underground at a former 
nuclear missile site in Eastern 
Washington. 

The National UFO Report
ing Center, which moved to 
this sparsely populated farm 
country from Seattle last year, 
is basically a telephone, tape 
recorder and desktop computer 
run in an underground bunker 
by one man who collects and 
publishes UFO reports from 
across the country. 

Director Peter Davenport 
took over the UFO center's 
work from founder Robert Grib
ble in 1994. It had been located 
for years in Seattle's Univer
sity District, until Davenport 
decided he wanted a change 
and paid $100~000 for the former 
Atlas missile site about 50 miles 
west of Spokane. 

"There was the allure of 
owning my own missile site," 

Davenport said. 
Missile Site No. 6 now con

tains a large row of file cabinets 
and boxes, neatly organized 
by date, containing thousands 
of reports of UFO sightings 
stretching back decades. A typ
ical file reads: 

"Longview, WA. Febru-
ary 25, 1999 1158 hrs. (Pacific) 
Description: Fourteen forestry 
workers witness a horseshoe 
shaped object lift an adult elk 
out of the forest and fly off with 
the apparently dead, or uncon
scious, animal." 

The missile site covers 22 
acres, and the massive concrete 
buildings are underground. The 
old Atlas E missiles rested flat, 
not upright in silos, in what 
were called "coffin launchers." 
In the event of war, a concrete 
lid would slide open, the mis
sile would be hoisted upright 
and the engine fired. 

The UFO files, along with 
some office furniture, are 
stacked in a dark, dank room 
the size of a basketball court, 
where the yellow missile hoist 
remains in place. A few bare 
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ing in 1947 that led to the coin- earmarks of a UFO sighting, 
ing of the term "flying saucers." Davenport said. 
In that incident, pilot Kenneth UFO skeptic Jim Oberg said 
Arnold reported seeing nine Davenport performs a valuable 
silver vehicles flying in forma- service by recording all the 
tion at high speed and moving . strange things people see in the 
"like a saucer if you skip it sky. The problem is that he and 
across water." other ufologists are too quick 

Whether UFOs exist has to label them extraterrestrial, 
been hotly debated for decades. Oberg said. 
Believers point to loads of evi- That doesn't necessarily 
dence, including photos and mean that aliens are not visit
eyewitness accounts. They con- ing Earth, Oberg said. 
tend that there must be other "But the evidence does not 
inhabited planets, and some rise to the level of an unavoid
with more advanced civiliza- able conclusion that there is no 
tions may be visiting us. other explanation," Oberg said, 

Like many ufologists, Dav- acknowledging that the debate 
' enport also believes that the won't end any time soon. 

world's governments and news Last March, former Arizona 
media are hushing up the exis- Gov. Fife Symington said he 
tence of UFOs to avoid panic. believes that mysterious lights 

"There is nothing more widely seen over Phoenix 10 
bizarre in the galaxy than years ·ago were UFOs. 
human behavior toward UFOs,." Also in March, France 
he said. became the first country to 

Despite decades of offi- release its extensive UFO files 
cial denials, UFOs abound in on the Internet. The . oldest 
movies, television, books and sightings date to 1937. 
advertising, he said. They even Earlier this month, actress 
show up in religion, where some Shirley MacLaine revealed that 
reports of visions have all the Democratic presidential can-

bulbs provide lights. 
Davenport is still cleaning 

out the missile site, which is 
pretty decrepit, and is living in 
an apartment in nearby Har
rington while he works to make 
it habitable. 

Davenport doesn't spend 
much time scanning the skies 
or traveling to UFO locations. 
Most of his work is transcrib
ing numerous calls or e-mails 
each day from people who think 
they have seen UFOs. He places 
those reports on the Web site. 

Davenport also gives lec
tures and appears often on 
radio talk shows tied to UFOs. 
He considers himself among the 
most skeptical of ufologists, and 
estimates that 90 percent of the 
calls he receives can be quickly 
disproved, and many of the rest 
probably have a rational expla
nation. 

But that still leaves a lot of 
reports for which no terrestrial 
explanation is available, Daven
port said. 

Washington has a long his
tory of UFO reports, including 
the famous Mount Rainier sight-

CONTINUED BELOW : 

didate Dennis Kucinich saw a 
UFO at her home in Graham, 
Wash. Representatives of 
Kucinich's presidential cam
paign and congressional office 
have not responded to requests 
for comments on MacLaine's 
recollection. 

Last fall, numerous employ
ees of O'Hare Airport in Chicago 
reported seeing a mysterious, 
saucer-shaped craft hovering 
over the airport. The workers 
said the object hovered over 
a terminal before shooting up 
through the clouds, according 
to the Chicago Tribune. 

The Federal Aviation Admin
istr~tion said nothing showed 
up on radar, and that the sight
ing probably was a "weather 
phenomenon," the newspaper 
reported. 

Davenport graduated from 
the University of Washington 
with a degree in fisheries, and 
specialized in research on the 
genetics of steelhead trout. He 
was friends with Gribble, who 
founded the center in 1974, and 
agreed to . continue the work 
when Gribble retired. 
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A side trip to Roswell on the road to th~ White House 
yourself.-" 

By RoBIN ABCAlUAlf But Tuesday night, Kucinich 
Ttmes stq[/Writer . had no wtggle room when moder

ator Tlm Russert posed this 
Presi~ential candidates have question: ' 

tlip-ftopped on taxes, ~rtion, · "The godmother · of your 
gun control and the war. BUt daughter, Shirley . MacLaine, 
rarely has one filp-fiopped on fly- writes in her new bOok that 
ing saucers. : . . you've sighted a UFO over her 

Until now. home In W&sh1ngton state, that 
In September, a spokeswom- you found the eneounter ex

an for Dennis J. · KUclnich disM tremeJy moving, that tt Was a trt- · 
missed a report emanating from . angular craft silent and .. hover
a Washingt.on conference about ing, that you felt a connection to 
UFOs that the Ohio congress-- your heart and heard direction in 
man had a close encounter with · your mind. Now, did you see a 
one. · UFO?" 

"'f you have a· serious ques- Replied Kucinlch: "I did." 
tion, just ask me," Kucinlch statr- KUclnich, whom other candi- . 
er Natalie Laber instructed a dates seemed to regard u a crea
Washington Post reporter who.· ture trom outer space when he 
inquired about Kucinich's knowl- called for President Bush's im
edge of UFOs. "If not, then just peachment durlng the debate, 

: keep your silly · comments to did not elaborate much. He 

IN YEARS PAST 

joked about moving ·his cam- Matthews begari to Sputter in Leary, Ga. He said later that he· 
palgn headquarters to Roswell. disbelief, but as it happens, did not believe the object to be 
N.M., site ot the countrY's most Richardson was not boldly going an allen craft, and some "ut'olO.: 
famous alleged UFO crash. 'Ibis, where no one had gone before. gists," as specialists call them
in fact, is why a second prestden- Richardson has said ~~laDY times s~lves, think he saw a halo 
ttal candidate, New Mexico Gov. tbat the inystery ·surrounding around the planet Venus. . . 
Bill Richardson, was drawn into the alleged 1947 crash ln Roswell Ronald Reagan believed he 
the fray. has never been adequately ex-. had. seen UFOs at least twice -

When Chris Matthews, in a plamed. ~Clearly," he wrote in a onceonthecoastwhlledrivingto 
post-debate · . Interview . . on forward to a 2004 book about the HolJywood With his wife, Nancy, 
MsNBc, asked Richardson crash, "it . would help everyone if and once, as governor of caUior
whathethougbtofKuclnlch'sre- tbe· U.S. government disclosed nJa, while flying on a plane near 
gponse to the UFO question, everything it knows." Bakerstleld. In •Landslide," their 
Richardson smiled, giggled aut- Kucinich 1s not the first presl- . 1988 book about Reagan's. sec
tie and expJaJned that as gover- dential aspirant tO report· seeing · ond term, joumaHsts . Doyle 
nor ·or a state that depends on a UFO. · McManus, The Times' Washing
the uro-enthralled tourist dol- According to .numerous me- ton bureau chief, and \Jane May.:. 
lar, he was not in a Position to dia accounts, when Jimmy Cart- er, now of the New Yorker, wrote 
criticize. (Though, he hastened er was governor of Georgia in that Reagan's staff worked hard 
ro ~dd, he has never personally 1973,· he filed ~ report with the tO keep the UFO sighting stories 
seen a UFO.) He also said it was International UFO Bureau in · under wraps: · . 
time for the government to Oklahoma City claiming . that And that's easy to under
"come clean" on the Roswell he'd seen an unidentified glow- stand, since, as Alejandro T. Ro
matter. · ~ lng object four years earlier ill jas, who handle~ media relations 

for the Mutual UFO Network, 
pointed 9\lt, "'t's typlr.aUy an is
sue used on polltlcians to make 
them look bad.". 

But, added Rojas, whose . 
group Investigates UFO sigbt-

.lngs as wen as reports of allen ab
ductions, he was happy to see 
the issue raised in a presidential 
forum. "'t'S: great because the de
bate hlgbllghted lt." . 

And, he said, as odd as it may 
seem, many presidents have 

. dealt with the mysteries of 
UFOs. The website www.presi
dentialf.l/o.com elabonUes on 
UFOs and how presidents l).ave 
dealt with them back to Franklin 
D. Rooseveit. 

· MacLaine, whose book "Sage
log While Age-ing" is out Tues
day; did not return phone calls. 

robin.abcartan@latimes.com 
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• Unidentified Flyfng. ObjeCts. reportedly cavorted about the skies of the 
Jamestown area, as .~~11 8.$ throughout scattered portions of the nation, last 
night~ as Russia's Sputnik and Muttnik revived the skywatching tendencie'.~ 
of hundreds of pei'Sons. Reports received during the evening hours ~arne 
from throughout the area, and most concerned strange lights, frequently lights 
which changed .colors and which,;~u(~ost cases, made no sound. Some 
observers reported that, after hovering over Frewsburg for a time, an object 
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BI.G· ·FQ .. OT·. . ture a. nabtvestl(tattng pm·port- tures. nuiy have eotiR! lo North 
ed stgbttngs. · · America via a . prehistotic tee 
· ,He bas journeyed to sites of bridge. 'rhey might be dcscen-

OONTOO!D FROM 81 Bigfoot spotttngs throughout dants of a gJant ape that once 
on tlte subject. the Pac!ific Northwest, in Geor.: t•oametl throughout Asiu. , 

On Oct. 20, he served as gia and Oltlo and us, fru· afield as Pet•ez bcli~ves Bigf~t is a 
l'eynote speaker at a conference Austratia. · nocturnal ct)cature tbnt shuns 
in \Vtllow Creek, nelcbratingthe Pere.~ has debunked false contact wltll btunans. 
40th antll\yCl'SI}J.'Y or the filming claims ~d def~nded. wbat he lie believes there tn~t bo 
by Roger Pat.tcrsnn and Bob believe~ to be solid ~lttcuee. more than 100,000 <lf the cren-
Gimlln. · But he. bas never seon: Bigfoot turos irt North Anlet1ca today 

('Daniel . ls a very dogged i$nself: . . __ · tlUt conccd<:s · that any . sucll 
investigative researcher/' said 1lle c!JOSest Perez has eome to figure is a .. guessti~atc" at~cst. 
tleftrey Meldrutu,. an associate a slghUng m'C tw<t< tracks be Perez· takes llt.!Urt, however! 
professor of anatotriy and . an.. (c,uncl ; ~. th~ tirst In . Uemct tn in tba i'aet tbat, skeJltlcs bave 
tJ:o·npology ut 'fdaho State Uni: 1980 ~ud ... the. ~~~U nenr Mt. ~pen nuabl~, despite several 
VE!fslty. Meldrum bas" written Wblthey0a few years·'Iattll~~ . . . . att~mpts, to sucoos~fuUy ~uplt~ 
extensively on the evolution of Pere~ came across, tho Hemet cato the footage fr(>m the 'Pav 
piimates and autJtorqd ~recent , ttilcl& • after he, J'e,SPQ~.ded . to terson .. Ginllinfi:lm using a man 
bookpnSasquatctt _, : · ~eportsofBfg,toot'Stgtittngstnthe iila»!C)nkeysui!asptesu~tec~~ 

;''His forte i$ ft>pencbant .for · ~~]n tbe ~roods: ~e.m~~ t:tee~<J . HHe;tso.ys be Win. ~ontlnite on
mwstittattons tie''· Itefound"a 17.;fnc1flhotut;fnt;!+'!· ~" ttie ti>atl of,:J31gf.oot;~·mvestfgat~ 

.~rltCk t ing fnc.ident8'SUf1h ~ tfleJ>~9t~ 
:~:real!" •• graphs Shot in ~eptemDer·uy a 

., " , W? ,, ''XtWlt:·'liF "''·•;,. . ~·urlt~r4 ift t~e WOOd$ .of J!enn .. · 
·BIDC(l- ~et1~.P~,·~l!S C()J!~;, Sflvn~ia t~at ~Ppl~ :Bigf~lers 

s~mtdCt.i11 fe#i}arly <wltp oqilt' .. ·. say c6ui6" deplCt1 a ~wto~pg ·;~as-
l'e'sear:tb~ 4;aht\ ,\Utb\~Bigfoo~,~ quatcb. . ...... . .... · JWH.i,, :>1 ·1 .. ,, n.t ... .. "' 

· · · .... And ~~r~ J161~ Olf!+ ~()pe 

THE ·iiRis·sciiTiiWtusE·' 

that pn~ ·cl!t• ~! ... ~ ~ii!~ ~is 
own siglitiliftZ ''>t'4•+;sw t 1' ,.,q,.J •• 

;"I.tbink aoouUtall tile time,~~. 1 A 
he said. · · 
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Utah voices 

a prbnate exist t.hat is g~neti
cally closer to homo sapiens 
tban the chimpanzee - a 

IJike evm~yone, rm guJlty ot· missing link? . ~ 
not wanting to accept certa,in I'm not a scientist 1 am em 
posstbiUties. . artist who bas worked ~s a 

For instance. i8 it possible creature dfsigner for film~ 
that Oswald shot JFK from 00. \v eial etrects. rve had tbt prtvi~· 
hind. despite. tllu ex!t wound lege to work for the best J,ilon .. 
baing on the back of our fallen ster m4ket ib Hollywocxfand ·· 
pr~sident•shead?Isitpo$$ible, "the•, kltlg ,~ ,go~ sult ;~m 
that on 9/11, \Vorld .'Trade sn,.tcti~., siX;;Ume Aeaf!emy 
CGnter Building 7 . cOuld clfl· A\\fittd~ttuck Bake!~ .~ 
lapse like a contrOlled demoli· -:Now, I can"t-spea~t ,for,Biclt 
tion despite not being bit by,a · B.alter;;~!Silf"" tlll@lys~~ 
plane? Is it possible that ofP,atf!~·-7s~r S;o 1'11 ge£; 
George W. Bush was legl~" , to~ejobit: ntmtbpquon. the 
mately elected president in ... teebn9loq .. and a~ Jf~ 
2000? no1avatlabw Bt··1967 te),cmte 

And, finally. is it po$s11ite "suebaeonviiiifniBilfo6f~~ 
that the legendary Bigfogt 
doesn'~~~?J ~~.an~. 
is possible~; &ut~i~,rm. , · 
fight ag$lst this last one. . , 

This year marks the 4oth 
anniversary of the 'lnfamoU& 
16mm tootage, s.iat': . ~Y;J.til.olfr .;· 
Patterson and Bob Gimlin !n 
Bluff Creek, Calif:. oit oet, '2o, f>;~ 
iSS7. . '• <. :,y~ij;}' 

On tiult ~~t~ 
men . . .tilmen < '(somef;biil~" 
walldntt 1n !i:woooea clearmg Vi·;>pen 

that cou~ b9one.< 
It either ;:shows the 
cessful costUme eder kJD. .. 
structed, or.:l\n actual ,l}lg{got, 
was cauS~tt on celluloid. . ., .. ; 

Somewhere on tliesev · 
frttmes lies tbe. answer to a 
fairly profound question: ·~ 

~ 

the hell' could a professional Back to the big p-icture: Hu~ 
rodeo rider named Roger mans are a peculiar species. 
Patterson? We d~monstrate falth in tech· . 

Unless there was an un.. nology on a dailY basis - we 
known genius or such brazen travel 'by plane. go under anes· 
pretensions, content to live in the&la. genetieaUY alter the 
obscurity. who was Willing to food we eat .. yet most of u.s 
incorporate features into, his don~tallow toolmology to dis· 
costqme design tbat would set rupt our illusions. 
itSelfup for potential flrllure- Ttutl1, it woUld · ~. is 
!Uch,:"M:tm~ing it.femelet as . problematic, .. : even ~t\gnant. 
!elt. aa . shortening tlie fur . becausett•sperceiv~as~cary 
where· flaws would be more· ·and ohsooomrortabll allusive. 
pronottll9Gd" an~ allpwipg it tQ 'Rhat if ifs not? 
be ~~· ~er midday ~un-.. _ 

' Ughtiti'~Jhe·!n~e ota.-reniot.Ev )il RYAN KINNITK PITIRSON 
ioodf!d;~oc4tlot\ with no ~w ' · Lt~ selfemployed}lngarttst in 
dr wiblesses .-'I would saY it ·Salt Laki!.City and works part 
faitinpossibleth~and 1 dare time th Lo$ Allie~ doing makeup 
ey. even tQctay. .. (Jjfects/or vartous stuillos. 
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•... tuies f'rolll ... ~~era with an .~. 
l· niatid ~·tilt he tastened·to a,i, 
I tl'e! ... ~;;te •hev ~ftl~1lal );or
;1 ~··ibOUt JlS miles northtaastof Pltts
f bw:ghrhoptng td photograph deer. 
~·· .... ~!; ~ul~n't ~ ou~ Vj~t 
·~····· they :~ere,~ Jaeo~~· ~~d ~'ot the 
f .im~:L~aptur~<l: o~:.Sfpt. ·~~· .~lwe i;, 
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Bett1Jauth 
Fo• THI. TI:MltS-STANDAAD 

Amazing reality or cleverly 

manipulated fiction? "Chat's been ABOUT ~o·w· N the paradoxical ·question posed . · I , 
o.ver the past 40 yeal'S since a 
grain}t black and white 16 mm 
film Qptuied the startling image 
of' what appeared to be a tower.. alfedionately welcome both 'die ! 
ing manJape·treature lumbering essence of Bigfoot and his loyal · 
through the "'"oods of Bluff Creek · affectionados at the 40th anniver-
in OrtheJ:rrCalifomia. sary celebration of the Patterson..:· 

Cbristeqei «Bigfoot, in honor Gimlin illm.. . 
of the enormous footprints dis--_ · The program .~ rfeatu.re a 
covered in the area of the film's • series. of p_ ~- · · · · . '~· •· ... ~ ...... diS_· • ' .. 

visual remrd Of the extra()rdirutty cuSsions by a varietY~. of'knowl-
sigb.ting, 1:b.e. two men on the sire edgeable guest.< speakers, with ·.·. ~ 
that bistork day.ttor · -a ardiival disp~ ~nat testi-
Creek back in 1967 startled the monials and even some Bigfoot-
world with their documented inspired sonp - all based on 
~ . whatt could be desdibed as Jb,e. 

Armed With both their film and most famous piece of Mldlife' 
plaster casts made from the huge footage ever taken. · . 
footprints, Roger Patterson and Atcordingto'~tli~due~ 
Bob Gimlin make global head- the improved . tedlJlOlogy now 
lines and -started a controversy " available, the fihD .Sheen aD1e to 
that continues to this day: Does a be analyzed ~o -sh6W Cxtraonti-
spede$ of Bjgfoots actually exist nary detail and compdling fea ... 
in the remote. wooded and tures that leave little ·doubt 
moun1ainous areas where the 60- regarding the a\lthentif=itr of n.e· ii' 

second film was made? ~ as aeature in those frames.• 
skeptics ~ has it all been an The celebratiods<a " ,,, ' , -~Baf 
elaborate hoax? Area resident a-'om . ororl.e, 

No matter what anyone'$ per- said it was the co-idea ofhimself 
sonal opinion maybe concerning and Jol'Ce I<'ame)t, ,;, ' 
the truth of the matter, 1he sub- f4We met at The·. Bigfoot 
ject haS spawned thousands of Discovery. Museum ·m Felton 
~~r~ of~.~~ con . theories. ~~ Santa Cruz) that opened 
There have .hem countless ex.pe- . ~utthree years agq-· .. with dis-
ditions into the elusive creatures' ~, plays of~ U.~. casf;S, . 
perceived territor.f to try ~d · ~ andagigantic·skuU.,, · · _fion .IJy~ 
prove they are not mytbologkal, - .. .,., · 0 

• 

but tlesh, fur and bioo<l 
Other fihnmakers have tried to 

recreate a similar "*image, (using 
' areallybigman.in an "ape suit• to 

simulate what they inSist the 
Pattason-G.Uitlin Film. did); but 
they ha-ve .. tailed to do so. 

The vnry that Bigfoot mOved· 
and walked in the original -
indudingthe long strides tbatleft 
those deep imprints of feet in the 
forest floor ~ ha! .nem" been 
physicaD.i~ much Ia$-

• .:a~~- o' , Q:lluloicl_ ,, 

~ ' ' " As • matter of fact; siniibu't 
fleetittg ·· ~ in Various 
places, am been going on for 
yeats. In the Asian Himalayas, 
he~s ~"II as Yeti; bu in the 
mountains of Canadian British 
Col~ th~J!.~m~~td.b-

In Willow Creek at 10 a.Jn. 
~ Saturday, the community . will 
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a true believer. 
"Onc=e l saw., the casts _.... espe .. 

dallY atW.,~ tpent so muclt 
,time up in.,tnese forests-~ and~. 
rienclnf ~nsa I couJdil•t ixpla~ 

~ - I suddtt1lyHrealited that these 
creaturea could actually dist." 

He becune ewn more certain 
after teeing· an early thought .. pro
voldns television documentary 
on the ~us film ... wen 8So&' 
dtorr ~fti,, 20 ,blinqtt segment'' 
splorins . tit~ postlbility on the 

.. HistoryQarinel. ··' ~, ' ·"'"~I ' .w • •• ' \ ~lCOU~()jfTOM'i.AMAIDI'fa 
Moreover, .there haM. been cur-'" Daniel Perttzln Bluff Cre8k wtth ~· Bob Gimlin, Dr. 

tent bookl Wfittal by respected t-au. llndef .... and John.. 'A-- '" 
sclente-bitedauthom that tUrthcr '"""' ~ . ., .. , .. ~·· 
wlidate 'fiaD~•·tbec>ries. One'-'-- ~ic 

bunters - but mostly from th~ 
Indians who liw here with their 
nunilies." He said. that tribe mem
bers know them not as imaginary 
spirits, but as real creatures who 
have co-mated there in the 
Wilderness for reafSt 

Interestingly enough. it was Pay 
himself who . made the most 
recent 2007 Sasquatch sighting in 
the field. On the evening of May 
22 during a camping trip with five 
other field researdlers in Six 
Riven National Park .near 
Orleans. Fay said h.e was~ 
by the ronfluertce of Bluff and 
Notice Creeb and saw the 6-foot 
figure of"one of the smaller ones" 
hurriedly ct0$S the road, go down 
the steep wooded embankment 


