NEWSCLIPPING )

February 2011 — Number 499
Editor: David Marler
Co-Editor: J.D. Scarpellini
P.O. Box 1001, Edwardsville, IL 62025

In circulation since 1969 $5.00 }

Email: ufo.news@hotmail.com

SEATTLE WEEKLY
Feb. 9, 1011 Seattle, WA

By Ellis E. Conklin
Peter Davenport Believes in UFOs

The respected rural researcher claims the
government does too.

On a bitterly cold mid-January afternoon on the
outskirts of Harrington, Wash., a wheat-farming
hamlet 50 miles west of Spokane, grain silos sprout
on the edges of a snow-bleached horizon. Scrub
brush and frozen tumbleweed skitter across a
windswept terrain that in the early 1900s Lincoln
County residents called a "howling desert." It is home
to bobcats, coyotes, and a massive underground
nuclear bunker, where once, in its enormous cement-
encased womb, a 3.75-megaton intercontinental
ballistic missile was pointed straight at the Soviet
Union.
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Davenport is happy to give impromptu tours of
his UFO Reporting Center when the snow's not
too thick.

The unholy shrine to the Cold War now belongs to
Peter Davenport, a nationally prominent investigator
of unidentified flying objects. Over the past decade
and a half, Davenport has almost single-handedly put
Washington state on the map as a hotbed of UFO
research.

Years ago, Ralph H. Benson lived alone in this dark,
dank subterranean fortress, an abandoned missile site
he purchased in 1983, more than two decades after
the government decommissioned the complex and
returned its 22 barren acres to the public. An
independent trucker, Benson had fallen far behind in
his taxes, so agreed to meet at his missile cave with
Roger Erdman, a state fuel-tax auditor. On June 12,
2002, Benson proceeded to shoot the tax man in the
head and, with a set of flesh knives, dismember his
body with such uncanny precision that Washington
State Patrol investigators suspected he might have
killed before.

"We think there is a high probability there are other
victims out there," State Patrol Detective Ken Wade
told the Associated Press in 2004, referring
specifically to the disappearance of an Illinois
trucker, John Warren Deetz, last seen at a Spokane
Valley truck stop on December 30, 1988.

Benson thwarted all hopes of additional confessions
when he died of natural causes at age 65 in
September 2004. Two years later, Davenport, one of
the most recognized ufologists in the U.S., bought the
missile site from the killer's sons and moved his
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Davenport, shown standing inside the missile
bunker he purchased from a convicted murderer's
sons in 2006.



extraterrestrial-tracking operation from Seattle to
Harrington.

Beneath icy-blue skies this January day, Davenport
moves gingerly down a slippery slope that leads to
the missile bunker. "Careful, now," he cautions,
"there may be wolves out here. Let's stay together."
Davenport is the longtime director of the National
UFO Reporting Center, an independently operated
24-hour hotline for UFO sightings, which he's run in
Washington since 1994. Each year he posts on his
website (ufocenter.com) as many as 5,000 sightings,
taping callers and making written reports. He figures
he has 70,000 sightings on file; he'd surely turn them
over to the government, he says, if only they'd ask.
Navigating the entryway where the nuclear bomb was
gently backed into the cathedral-sized launch room,
Davenport posits, "I estimate that 90 to 98 percent of
all UFO sightings are explainable events—a satellite,
an aircraft, a weather balloon, or a light on a distant
airplane. You wouldn't believe the number of calls I
get when the International Space Station goes over."

The UFO Reporting Center is known worldwide
among UFO enthusiasts, as it is among law-
enforcement agencies and 911 emergency dispatch
centers. A one-man operation, Davenport, 63, who
never married nor had children, works almost every
day, "from wake-up to lights-out," and fully funds the
hotline out of his own pocket—costs which can range
from $500 to $5,000 a month, depending on how
much he travels.

The small fortune he made selling his stock in
BioSyn, a Seattle-area biotech company he helped
create in 1983, has enabled Davenport to indulge his
compulsive preoccupation with the specter of alien
life. In 1994, Robert Gribble, a retired Seattle
firefighter who'd run the nonprofit UFO Center for
two decades, called Davenport and said it was time to
pass the torch. Davenport, whose passion for UFOs
germinated after witnessing an unfathomable jumble
of lights as a young boy growing up in the northerly
suburbs of St. Louis, agreed without hesitation.

Known for his deep interest in science and his
encyclopedic memory in recounting dates, times,
locations, and even the most arcane details of a
sighting, Davenport is highly respected among peers.
"He has an excellent reputation. He's top-flight and
extremely intelligent," declares Clifford Clift,
international director of the 5,000-member Mutual
UFO Network (MUFON), the world's largest UFO
organization, based in Greeley, Colo.

Yet there are days when Davenport wonders why he's
made the search for alien beings his life's work. "You
may ask why do I do this, and I must admit that I do
not have an adequate explanation for you," he says in
a deep baritone that may be familiar to those who
listen to Coast to Coast AM with George Noory, a
radio show exploring unexplained phenomena on
which Davenport is a frequent guest. (Locally it airs
Monday through Friday from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. on
KIRO-FM, 97.3.)

Davenport grouses that an increasing number of calls
in recent years are from foul-mouthed pranksters—
kids, mostly, who find the hotline number on the
Internet and are out to have some mean-spirited fun
at Davenport's expense. "I'd say at least the half the
calls I get are crank calls." He concedes that UFO
hunters need skin as thick as an elephant's to endure
the stinging brunt of ridicule and skepticism. Then
there's the added nuisance of the ever-present lunatic
fringe and callers who just won't shut up. "People
will go on and on say anything. No wonder the
monkey house is the loudest place at the zoo."

So what keeps him going? "Because I know that this
is the greatest scientific question that has ever

confronted man. And that question is whether we are
alone or not. And I submit to you that we are visited

on a frequent basis. This is the biggest story in the
world."

Davenport darkly suggests that the government
knows full well that UFOs exist. "And I believe,
too—though I can't prove it—that the hotline is being
monitored by the U.S. government." Indeed, his work
has not gone unnoticed by the UFO community, who
gather by the hundreds to see him headline such big
events as the UFO International Congress in
Laughlin, Nev., and the MUFON Symposium each
July in Denver.
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Davenport demonstrating, as best he can, the size
of the March 1997 ""Phoenix Lights" UFO.
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A drawing of the '"Phoenix Lights' UFO.

The FBI has also taken notice of the high-profile
ufologist. In fact, the Bureau reached out to
Davenport in the spring of 1997, when two special
agents asked him to travel to the East Coast to meet
with them. Furthermore, Davenport has been a key
source for a number of UFO stories that have been
published in various newspapers and magazines,
including the Los Angeles Times and USA Today.
He's appeared on the History and Discovery
Channels, and his National UFO Center was featured
by the late anchor Peter Jennings as part of a two-
hour prime-time ABC special, Seeing Is Believing,
which aired February 24, 2005.

All told, Davenport has achieved what dedicated
ufologists crave most: to be taken seriously.

Everything about Harrington (pop. 430) comes in
miniature: There is one grocery, one bank, a lone bar
(the Harrington Haus Tavern, with its four regular
patrons) and a K-12 school, home to the Titans,
which last year boasted a graduating class of seven.



And of course, there's one UFO Reporting Center.

Harrington looks to be straight out of a Norman
Rockwell painting. Comfortable homes sport turrets
and white wraparound porches. Flannel shirts and
cowboy hats are the uniform of choice. This well-
ordered farming village, which the Great Northern
Railway Company's tracks once ran right through,
was named in honor of W.P. Harrington, a laconic
banker from Colusa, Calif., who became the town's
most prolific landowner. Back in the 1920s, the
biggest mule show in the country took place in
Harrington.

Needless to say, Davenport's presence, at least in the
beginning, had more than a few residents scratching
their heads. "Yes, it took a while for folks to warm to
me," he concedes. "I mean, a UFO investigator
moves out here from Seattle and buys an abandoned
missile site? Come on!"

Add to that oddball history the other rather eclectic
items on his resume: holder of M.S. degrees in
genetics and fish biochemistry from the College of
Fisheries at the University of Washington, Russian
translator/interpreter for the U.S. Army in West
Germany, commercial fisherman, flight instructor,
marketing consultant, and founding president of the
local biotechnology firm.

Still, the ever-engaging and always-provocative
Davenport managed to charm the local citizenry.
"He's a wild man," says Gene Dietrich, co-owner of
the Haus, where Davenport sometimes drops by for a
glass of merlot and a cheeseburger. "He's a real asset
to the community, a smart little whip, I'll tell you
that."

In 2007, just a year after he arrived in Harrington,
Davenport was elected to a four-year term on the
five-member city council. With a hearty laugh,
Dietrich adds, "You know, there are three topics in
this town: trading farmland, trading wives, and Peter
Davenport."

Harrington's most talked-about resident resides in a
spacious modular home. In his living room are a pair
of telescopes. Thumbtacked to a wall is a Lincoln
County map, with six orange stick-ons to demarcate
nearby missile sites. The dwelling sits in the shadows
of the old water tower, making it easy for an
occasional curiosity-seeker to find him and ask for a
tour of the missile site, a request he usually obliges if
the snow isn't too deep.

It vexes Davenport that mainstream science is
dismissive of UFOs and its believers. "Peter can't get
the institutionalized support of the scientific
community, and that frustrates him," says Robert B.
Frost, former chief engineer for Boeing's portion of
the B-2 bomber and a friend of Davenport's for 20
years. "A lot of them believe in the possibility of
UFOs, as I do, but they don't want to take the risk of
losing their job or credibility by talking about it."

"Hundreds of thousands of people say they've seen a
UFO," adds Frost. "Can they all be wrong about what
they've seen?"

Davenport drips with disdain for the tabloid
sensationalism that surrounds the subject of UFOs.
Even the more conventional media, he says, are
prone to pen stories strewn with stereotypical
references to little green men in flying saucers,

despite a 2002 Roper Poll which showed that nearly
60 percent of the American public believes UFOs
exist, while 43 percent of respondents said
extraterrestrials have visited Earth.

The earliest UFO sighting in recorded history can be
found in fourth-century Chinese texts, which claimed
that something resembling a "moon boat" hovered
above China every 12 years. As Time magazine
reported in 2009, "A wave of sightings occurred near
Rome in 218 B.C. and again in Germany in 1561.
During World War II, Allied pilots coined the term
"foo fighters" for the bizarre orbs of light that some
insisted flew alongside their planes during combat."

"It is a virtual given that we are being visited. We
probably live in a galaxy that is teeming with life,"
Davenport says with the kind of heated passion he
often displays when regaling crowds with out-of-this-
world stories during speaking engagements at UFO-
related events, such as the Little Green Men Festival
in Kelly, Ky. (home to a series of close encounters of
the third kind, in 1955), and the annual UFO Festival
in McMinnville, Ore., both of which generally draw
400 to 500 people.

"It will be a shocking experience for mankind to learn
that we are not alone," posits Davenport. "We are not
prepared as a species to confront the possibility of
other life forms."
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Davenport in front of a computer image of his
first article on UFOs, published in 1965.

Among the famous who have at least prepared
themselves for the possibility are Jimmy Carter,
anthropologist Margaret Mead, ex-astronaut Gordon
Cooper, and psychiatrist Carl Jung—all of whom
reported seeing a UFO or professed a belief in
extraterrestrial visitations. And let us not forget
Dennis Kucinich, who during a presidential debate in
2008 said that in the 1980s he and actress Shirley
MacL aine saw a "triangular craft" floating above her
home in Graham, Wash. What's more, Ghostbuster
Dan Aykroyd, a onetime self-described "Hollywood
consultant" for the Mutual UFO Network, has
maintained that aliens "are coming and going like
taxis."

As Arthur C. Clarke, author of the classic novel
2001: A Space Odyssey, once said: "Either we are
alone in the universe or we are not. Both are equally
terrifying."

The ice-choked lock to the missile site proves
difficult to crack before it finally snaps free;
Davenport pushes open the 2,000-pound, foot-thick
steel door and squeezes inside. It's as cold as a meat
locker, and puddles of moisture are everywhere.
Remnants of waterlogged furniture that belonged to
Benson lie scattered near the missile's firing pit,
where blood from the murderer's victim was found.



Against one wall are several stacks of Davenport's
campaign yard signs, bittersweet souvenirs of his
last-place finish among a field of five GOP hopefuls
in the 2008 House District 7 primary. The state
legislative seat was won by Rep. Shelly Short. Asked
about his politics, Davenport playfully pontificates,
"My brand of politics is like a garage sale: I like to
pick and choose my own treasures. But I can tell you
the deficit is too high and there's too much
government. The more government tries to solve
problems, the worse things get."

On owning a place where the deadly game of nuclear
brinksmanship was once played, Davenport
ruminates: "I always had a hankering to own a
missile site. I dreamed of having a place to store all
my records, where they would be protected.”

In the pale yellow light, Davenport slogs past the
still-legible Strategic Air Command insignia, through
a metal tube 50 yards long, and into the cavernous
guts of what served as the launch-control room. Here,
he notes, the ceilings are 16 feet high, the walls 18
inches thick.

"See, over there, that was the crew's quarters. Over
there, that's where they showered. Those concrete
pads are where the generators were placed. And
there, over there, that's the equipment room and day
room where Benson set up residence." Then, with a
wink and a boyish smile, Davenport quips, "He must
have been half-bat."

After a long pause, he gazes around the cold, drippy
concrete interior. Wearing one of those muffler hats
that Marge Gunderson wore in Fargo, he says with a
sigh, "What massive government waste. They only
used this place for a couple of years."

In the late 1950s and early '60s—the apex of the
United States' Communist-fearing, backyard-bomb-
shelter-building days—six Atlas missile sites were
entombed in Lincoln County. Atlas Missile Site No.
6, the one Davenport proudly possesses, was
completed in early 1961 and decommissioned in
1964. It was made of three million tons of concrete,
steel, and rebar. Known as the "coffin launcher,"
those ensconced within the 18,000-square-foot
underground battle station would have been able to
survive a blast 50 times the power of the atomic
bomb dropped on Hiroshima.

For a dozen years, Davenport ran the UFO Center
from the basement of his rented U District apartment,
compiling one of the nation's most comprehensive
UFO databases, which includes historical records,
noteworthy cases, and his own scientific paper on
how "passive" radar may someday, as Davenport
explains, "radically change the debate over UFOs."

In early 2004, having grown weary of Seattle's liberal
proclivities, the staunchly conservative Stanford
University graduate penned a letter to the imprisoned
Benson at the Monroe Correctional Complex, seeking
to know whether Benson might be willing to sell the
missile site. Shortly before his death, Benson wrote
back to say that he'd turned the site over to his two
sons. Davenport contacted them by phone (he never
met them in person). After some haggling—initially
the sons wanted a half-million dollars—he bought the
monstrosity in 2006 for $100,000. "I even took
ownership of two of Benson's old Cadillacs in the
deal," Davenport says with a chuckle. Davenport,
who drives a 1988 Ford Crown Victoria station
wagon, says he's still trying to sell the Caddies.

Upon buying the missile site, Davenport spent weeks
pumping out water, which in places had risen to chest
level. He thought he might rehab the concrete
dungeon and, after making it his home, bring with
him all his meticulously labeled UFO files, his
computer, phone, tape recorder, metal file cabinets,
and the thousands of books (spy novels, mostly) he'd
accumulated through the years.

Now that all seems very much a pipe dream. "No, it's
going to take far more work than I ever envisioned,"
he says ruefully. For the time being, his modular
home will have to suffice.

Science fiction holds little appeal for Davenport. In
fact, he's never watched a full hour of Star Trek. Spy
novels are his cup of tea. But mention Rod Serling's
Twilight Zone and his eyes light up.

"It was a cookbook!" he cries with delight, recalling
one of his favorite episodes, "To Serve Man." In that
show, first aired in 1962, a mysterious race of nine-
foot-tall aliens, the Kanamits, come to Earth,
bringing with them a book titled To Serve Man that
promises to solve all the world's ills. When humans,
all fattened and happy, board ships to visit the aliens'
home planet, Patty, a government cryptographer who
cracks the code, screams, "Don't get on the

ship . . . It's a cookbook!"

As a flush of quail rush heavenward from a bush in
his snowy front yard, Davenport intensely recalls his
first UFO sighting. His "seminal moment," as he calls
it, came at age 6. The year was 1954. He was at the
Jet Cinema Drive-In with his mother and brother near
Lambert International Airport in St. Louis.

"I was sitting in our 1953 Studebaker," he begins
dramatically. "All of a sudden there were people
getting out of their cars and racing around. It was
mayhem. I can remember it as if it happened last
night. My father was a station manager at American
Airlines, and for some reason he was in the tower that
night. He saw it too.

"I looked up and there was this red object, the size of
the full moon, blindingly bright. Then suddenly it
accelerated—whoosh—moving across the horizon in
an S-shaped pattern in two or three seconds."

Then, his voice lowering, he slowly enunciates the
words: "It was not something of man's construction."

Davenport moves to his desk now and fires up his
computer. On the screen, some of the more recent
sightings appear. A sampling:

Jan. 5, 2011. 06:00. San Francisco, CA. Black silent
triangle hovering over a field.

Jan. 4, 2011. 20:05. Powers Lake, WI. Three large
fireballs hovering in the sky for least 5 minutes, then
raced to the south.

Jan. 3, 2011. 05:15, Renton, WA. Flash of light
moving toward Lake Washington.

Jan. 2, 2011. 23:30. Adrian, PA. There was a green
light and a round circle hanging over us.

Dec. 31, 2010. 00:00. Arlington, WA. Three pair of
glowing red/orange light formations, New Year's Eve
at midnight.



Dec. 29, 2010. 21:45. Poulsbo, WA. A golden oval
appeared to be lit up, skimming the sky above
Poulsbo, heading toward Silverdale, WA.

A number of sightings have enthralled Davenport
through the years, but none more than the mysterious
case of the Phoenix Lights. For Davenport and many
ufologists, the bizarre incident that took place 14
years ago is their Holy Grail.

"What happened over Arizona is the most dramatic
event we've seen in more than 50 years," enthuses
Davenport. "What we had that day is real. It is the
best proof we have that there is something out there."

As usual, he cites the date before he begins to recount
the story. "Thirteenth of March, 1997. The time five
V-shaped objects the size of Boeing Field hovered
over Phoenix, and moved across the horizon,"
Davenport says, his hands describing the motion.
Davenport says thousands of residents that night
witnessed two distinct and inexplicable events—a
triangular formation of lights that passed over the
entire state, and later a series of "bright stationary"
lights seen only in Phoenix.

"People sat on their lawns near downtown and
watched it, these giant bright orbs of light above
them, just hovering in the night sky. No one could
believe what they were seeing," says Davenport.

The event received scant media attention in the local
press. Then, on June 18, 1997, US4 Today published
an extensive story by Richard Price, who borrowed
heavily from eyewitness reports that had been called
into Davenport's UFO Center, then based in his
Seattle apartment.

Wrote Price: "Arizona authorities routinely refer
UFO reports to Davenport's office. The first call that
Thursday night came at 8:16 p.m. from a retired
police officer in Paulden, 60 miles north of Phoenix.
He reported a cluster of five red lights headed south.
Less than two minutes later, a call arrived from
Prescott, 15 miles south of Paulden. The second
report described one red and four white lights.

"One minute after that, Davenport's phones exploded
with calls from a succession of cities: Wickenburg,
Glendale, Phoenix, Scottsdale, Tempe. Police
department phones were jammed. Callers flooded the
lines to Luke Air Force Base and media

outlets . . . Witnesses generally agree on three things:
First, it was enormous. The most conservative
estimate describes it as three football fields long.
Second, it made no sound. Third, it moved slowly
over Phoenix, cruising at 30 mph. Several times it
hovered in the sky. Pilots in the region asked air
traffic controllers to identify the lights, but
controllers couldn't help. Although controllers could
see the lights, they say nothing showed up on their
radar screens."

The Phoenix Lights case was never investigated by
the U.S. government. That kind of probe ended in
1969 when the Air Force shut down Project Blue
Book, the UFO investigative service created in 1948,
a year after an alleged flying saucer and other
extraterrestrial debris was found in Roswell, N.M.

Seated at his living-room desk, Davenport flicks on a
tape, and out comes a panicked voice, an eyewitness
he recorded that haunting March night in Phoenix.
"There were hundreds of streaks of light coming out
of it," says the man. "Hundreds of streaks of light
being shot right out."

Animated, Davenport goes on, thrilled to relive the
many weird, inexplicable events he has on file.
"November 5, 1975, the Travis Walton case. Do you
know it? He was a forester, clearing a forest area near
Snow Lake, Arizona. The whole sky lit up red, and
when he rounded the bend, there was a disc hovering
in the sky. Walton walked toward it, and a bolt of
lightning blew up in back."

From the so-called "Fireball Case" in Pennsylvania
on the night of August 25, 1995: "Listen to this report
I received." He clicks on the tape. "It looked like a
nuclear explosion," says a woman in a fearful tone.

Davenport interjects: "Can you imagine what some
people saw? Large, round streaks of pulsing light,
and fireballs." He pauses then and quietly asks, "Am
I getting too passionate? I know I sometimes get
carried away."

On April 21, 1997, five weeks after the Phoenix
Lights, a special agent in the FBI's New York office
named Steve Bongardt called and left Davenport a
message. "He said, "We know who you are. We have
seen [the sightings] you have posted on your website
and we have found them very interesting, and we
would like to meet you."

Davenport says he met with two agents a month later,
for four hours, at a home in Rutherford, N.J.
"[Bongardt] said UFOs are for real," Davenport
remembers. "Number two, he said, 'We know what
UFOs are and what they appear to be, namely
sophisticated craft under intelligent control,' and
number three, 'The people in government are a bit
worried.' I was stunned to silence."

Two weeks ago, on January 27, Bongardt e-mailed
Seattle Weekly to say that he could confirm only that
he was and remains a special agent with the FBI, and
that he and the other agent(s), whose names cannot
be disclosed, did meet with Davenport in May 1997.
Bongardt would not divulge anything further.

Davenport has had no correspondence since that
meeting with either agent, both of whom no doubt are
aware that our state has long had a reputation as a
good place to witness wondrously weird UFO
activities—for which we can thank an amateur pilot
from Idaho named Kenneth Arnold.

On June 24, 1947, Arnold, who sold and installed
firefighting equipment, was flying a CallAir A-2
from Chehalis to Yakima on a business trip. Just
north of Mount Rainier, he claimed to see nine
crescent-shaped objects in the sky. Arnold landed in
Yakima at about 4 p.m. on that memorable day, and
told a friend, airport general manager Al Baxter, his
amazing story. His tale spread like wildfire. The next
day, recounting what he'd seen to the East Oregonian
in Pendleton, Ore., where he'd flown to attend an air
show, Arnold evoked images of "saucers skipping on
water" to describe how the objects raced through the
air—and the term "flying saucer" was born.

Project Blue Book concluded that the so-called
"Arnold Sighting" was nothing more than "mirages."
Arnold would complain for the rest of his days about
all the bizarre publicity the incident brought him,
including a memorable encounter with a woman at a
Pendleton cafe who looked at him and ran out

screaming, "There's the man who saw the men from
Mars!"

Around the same time, in either June or July 1947, a
rancher in Roswell came across some debris. Rumors



quickly spread that it had come from an alien craft
that had crashed, and that bodies were recovered. The
military said the wreckage was nothing more than the
remains of an ill-fated weather balloon. There were
accusations of a government cover-up, and 54 years
later those suspicions have not relented. It hasn't
helped that all the government's UFO investigative
efforts ended when it shuttered Project Blue Book.

Davenport is convinced the government knows that
aliens are among us, but dares not admit it. "I'm not
sure | would tell the public, either, if I were a
government official," he adds. "Imagine the fear and
chaos that this would unleash."

Bob Vun Kannon first met Davenport when the two
of them studied Russian together at the Defense
Language Institute in Monterey, Calif., in the late
1960s. They've been friends since. Vun Kannon, who
lives in Pasco, spent his career as a design engineer
and worked on the first air-data computers for the
Boeing 757 and 767. "We definitely have different
views on UFOs," says Vun Kannon. "I've listened to
his UFO theories and, frankly, he's never proved
anything. Sure, he's collected a mind-boggling
amount of data, but he hasn't put the nail in the
coffin."

Says Frost, Vun Kannon's fellow former Boeing
engineer: "It is easy to debunk everything Peter is
saying because it is so beyond our normal belief
system. No matter what kind of proof he might come
up with, the government will refute it. The
government cannot take the risk of letting this out,
and you really can't blame them."

After locking up the missile site, Davenport looks
upward and scans the clear blue skies, where a very
identifiable Boeing jet is gliding eastward. "I am
aware," he says quietly, "that we have not yet
presented irrefutable evidence of [extra-terrestrials']
existence." He says the solution may lie in
developing a "passive" radar system, whereby
remote, real-time detection of UFOs could be
accomplished with passive, multistatic, frequency-
modulated radar.

"If I were to build such a station in Harrington, for
example, I would lay out a grid of our antennas on
the golf course and connect them to a radio receiver,
which would be turned to a radio or TV station in
Seattle," he explains. "The only time I'd hear the
reflected signal is when an object which reflects radio
waves—such as an airliner, a flight of Canadian
geese, a satellite, etc.—was located between the
transmitter and the receiver's antennas.

"Once a target is detected by the radio signal, it
reflects back to Earth and can be tracked and
analyzed in order to determine what its velocity,
altitude, and flight path are. The analysis of the
object's characteristics will then tell us what it might
be."

Davenport concludes: '"We just need to resolve
this one way or the other, and I think we will
someday."
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Michigan witness reports UFO

by Roger Marsh

A Michigan witness reports observing a bright, oval object
over the Detroit River on February 3, 2011, according to
testimony from the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON)
witness reporting database.

"There were no navigation lights and I didn't hear any
engine noise," the witness stated. "I also looked up to see if
there were any stars visible and I couldn't see any. The
strange light didn't move, it just sat there and was very
white with a silver edge on the right side. I still thought it
might be an airplane, but I knew that airplanes don't
typically fly over that early. It looked like a sphere, but I
could see that it was somewhat oval."

The witness decided to take a couple of images of the
object.

"It seemed that the brightness obscured the actual shape,
the clearest view was on the right side of the light. I was so
sleepy that I decided to take a couple photos of it and get
back in the bed."

The following is the unedited and as yet uninvestigated
report filed with MUFON.

MI, February 3, 2011

I saw a strange light in the sky and took a couple of
photos of it. MUFON Case # 27647.

I live in a house on the Detroit river across from Winsor,
Ontario. I woke up at about 7 am on the morning of 2/3/11.
I got up to take the trash out to the end of the driveway. I
went downstairs and took the trash out, it was still rather
dark and very quiet outside. I came back upstairs to get
back in the bed.

On my way past the windows that look out over the Detroit
river, I noticed a very bright light in the sky. The light was
on the Canadian side of the river. It was so bright that I
stopped to watch it to see if it was an airplane coming from
Winsor, Canada.

There were no navigation lights and I didn't hear any
engine noise. I also looked up to see if there were any stars
visible and I couldn't see any. The strange light didn't
move, it just sat there and was very white with a silver edge
on the right side. I still thought it might be an airplane, but I
knew that airplanes don't typically fly over that early. It
looked like a sphere, but I could see that it was somewhat
oval.

It seemed that the brightness obscured the actual shape, the
clearest view was on the right side of the light. I was so
sleepy that I decided to take a couple photos of it and get
back in the bed. After I got in the bed, I listened to see if I
could hear or see (through the sky light) an airplane fly
over the house, but I didn't hear or see anything over the
next few minutes. I went back to sleep.

During the years that I've lived here, I've never seen any
light like this in the sky during the morning hours. It didn't
flicker like a star and it didn't fluctuate like an airplane
light. This light was very still and extreemly bright. I don't
know what it was but, it's bothered me ever since I saw it. |
hope I never see it again!
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Feb. 7,2011 Congress, AZ

Arizona desert UFO 'morphs' into two lights

An Arizona witness reports an encounter on a lonely desert
road with a red orb as close as six feet just west of
Congress after midnight on May 19, 2010, according to
February 5, 2011, testimony from the Mutual UFO
Network (MUFON) witness reporting database.

The witness was three miles west of Congress when a light
first thought to be a helicopter was spotted after pulling
over and getting out of the vehicle."It was a red light
intermittently beaming a brilliant, focused white light
down to the ground as if to be looking for someone or
something, and I thought what or who would be way out
there, and why there were no strobe 1.D. lights on the
helicopter," the witness stated.

The witness got back into the vehicle and continued to
observe the light. "Suddenly, what I thought was a
helicopter flying at 500 feet was much smaller and much
closer; in fact, it was now just on the other side of the road
and was about 10 feet off the ground, hovering." The
object appeared to be searching for something on the
ground, and then "morphed" into two tiny red lights.
"Now as it approached my car, it suddenly morphed back
into its former shape: a spherical orb about the size of a
softball, bright red (DOT emergency red, like a tail-light).
Was this military? Is this a living organism? Perhaps an
alien probe? It was now six feet in front of my car, four
feet off the ground, just hovering."

The witness described the object.

"I noticed that although the red light emitted from this
thing was very bright to my eyes, it wasn’t casting
shadows and did not reflect from the surrounding bushes
or from the polished surface of my hood. I could see the
surface of this thing seemed to be fluid- like, and
composed of what appeared to be millions of tiny dots of
light swirling around very fast and was very hard for my
eyes to focus on it. The perimeter seemed to fuzz out at the
edges, like an aura or halo. The light seemed to be
luminous rather than projected, and was not radiating any
heat that I could feel."

The witness considered getting out of the vehicle to
investigate further, but fear set in.

"Suddenly, the orb started to move a little closer to me,
and my curiosity was overcome by fear... I felt panic
consume me and simultaneously engaged the engine and
hit the lights. The orb reacted by backing away slightly.
Illuminated by my headlights, I could plainly see that there
were no mechanical parts or structure. I slammed the
gearshift into drive, and floored it. I wanted to put as much
distance between that thing and me as fast as possible. 1
warily glanced in the rear-view mirror and was horrified to
realize that it was pursuing me down the road at 90 mph."

The witness attempted to use a cell phone to call for help,
but the phone service did not work. The witness eventually
reached Congress and pulled over.

"For the next two or three hours, I watched odd lights
moving through the dark moonless night. I found that my
eyesight had been affected by looking at the orb, and I
could not focus on any bright light source. Whatever I tried
looking at seemed to move away into periphery. Needless
to say, I stayed parked there and tried my best to go to
sleep and forget about what I had seen."

No images or video were included with the MUFON
report.

The following is the unedited and as yet uninvestigated
report filed with MUFON.

AZ, May 19, 2010 - Confronted and chased by a
Softball size Red Orb. MUFON Case # 27685.

Encounter on a Lonely Desert Road By [Witness name
removed CMS/dr]

The beams of my headlights seemed to be chasing elusive
shadows cast against the desert sage as I drove through the
dark moonless night towards Congress, Arizona. Retired
now, a gold prospector with the time to fulfill my quest for
the big nugget, my thoughts then were of gold and only
gold...that was about to change.

Just about midnight and just South of the middle of
nowhere, [ had stopped and pulled off the road to relieve
myself and take a break from driving, and it was at this
moment that I first saw what I thought to be a helicopter
with a bright searchlight circling the area southwest of me.

Having served with the U.S.A.F., I have seen many types
of aircraft, but this was something I had never seen before.
It was a red light intermittently beaming a brilliant,
focused white light down to the ground as if to be looking
for someone or something, and I thought what or who
would be way out there, and why there were no strobe 1.D.
lights on the helicopter. I didn’t give it much more
thought and got back in the car and grabbed a cigarette, lit
up and gazed back towards the southwest. The chopper
was now circling closer to me and although my window
was down, there was no noise... and I thought that was
really strange.

Suddenly, what I thought was a helicopter flying at 500
feet was much smaller and much closer; in fact, it was now
just on the other side of the road and was about 10 feet off
the ground, hovering. I flicked the cigarette out the
window. I rubbed my eyes in disbelief. Am I
hallucinating? “What the ____is that?” My heart beating
fast and my mind spinning, I watched as the object as it
moved through the sparse vegetation, stopping now and
then to illuminate the ground beneath with its powerful
beam of white light, and then it appeared to morph into
two tiny red lights, like twin LED’s (light emitting diodes)
and started to cross the road towards me.

Now as it approached my car, it suddenly morphed back
into its former shape: a spherical orb about the size of a
softball, bright red (DOT emergency red, like a tail-light).
Was this military? Is this a living organism? Perhaps an
alien probe? It was now six feet in front of my car, four
feet off the ground, just hovering. What the ____is this
thing??? Somehow, I don’t think it’s military...no stars,
insignia or guns...(chuckle) I noticed that although the
red light emitted from this thing was very bright to my
eyes, it wasn’t casting shadows and did not reflect from the
surrounding bushes or from the polished surface of my
hood. I could see the surface of this thing seemed to be
fluid- like, and composed of what appeared to be millions
of tiny dots of light swirling around very fast and was very
hard for my eyes to focus on it. The perimeter seemed to
fuzz out at the edges, like an aura or halo. The light
seemed to be luminous rather than projected, and was not
radiating any heat that I could feel.

It’s amazing what goes through your head when
confronted with an un-known like this... a memory of Dr.
XXXXXXX of S.E.T.I. explaining that most UFO
sightings are mostly swamp gas or weather balloons...Hey
Doc! Here’s one that will fit right up your telescope!



At this moment, I was toying with the idea of getting out

of my car to approach the orb and try to communicate with
it.

Suddenly, the orb started to move a little closer to me, and
my curiosity was overcome by fear... I felt panic consume
me and simultaneously engaged the engine and hit the
lights. The orb reacted by backing away slightly.
[lluminated by my headlights, I could plainly see that there
were no mechanical parts or structure. I slammed the
gearshift into drive, and floored it. I wanted to put as much
distance between that thing and me as fast as possible. I ,
warily glanced in the rear-view mirror and was horrified to
realize that it was pursuing me down the road at 90 mph.

[ grabbed my cell phone and hurriedly called 911. NO
SERVICE. I started laughing out loud. Who the hell would
believe me if I reported being chased by a hovering,
glowing red softball? They would think I was drunk or
stoned out of mind!

The little town of Congress had already rolled up the
sidewalks and turned off the lights, and not a soul
stirring... well, it was 1:00 a.m. Arizona time. I decided to
park in a vacant lot near the Fire Station right off the main
highway.

For the next two or three hours, I watched odd lights
moving through the dark moonless night. I found that my
eyesight had been affected by looking at the orb, and I

could not focus on any bright light source. Whatever I tried

looking at seemed to move away into periphery. Needless
to say, I stayed parked there and tried my best to go to
sleep and forget about what I had seen.

Later, when I arrived home in California a couple of days
later, I also noticed that my eyesight had not only been
temporarily affected, but it had improved to some extent,
and now can read small print without the use of my
reading glasses.

I have shared this story with a few friends, but I notice that
their eyes glaze over and I realize that they don’t believe
what [ saw. If someone told me this story, I don’t think
that [ would believe it myself. All said, I swear that this
report is absolutely true and accurate to the best of my
knowledge.

CONCISE REPORT:

DATE: May 19, 2010

LOCATION: 3 miles West of Congress, Arizona
34N09°06.16 112W52°50.13

TIME: approximately 0100hrs

CONDITIONS: Very dark, clear sky, stars visible, no
clouds, wind 0-5Smph

TEMPERATURE: 67 degrees f.

UFO SHAPE: Perfect sphere, Orb, approx. 4-6 inches in
diameter

UFO COLOR: Bright red (DOT emergency red)
DISTANCE AT FIRST SIGHT: approximately 'z mile to
the Southwest @ 30 degrees

ELEVATION AT FIRST SIGHT: approximately 500 feet
above the ground.

PROXIMITY: (closeness) 6 feet

ORIGIN: unknown

PURPOSE: seemingly searching for something, curious
COMPOSITION: Plasma, pure light, ability to transform
itself, 2?7?

MODE OF FLIGHT: unknown

TRIANGLE BUSINESS JOURNAL
Jan. 26,2011 Raleigh, NC

Report: N.C. man sees UFO 300 feet away

The morning has gotten off to a slow start, okay? So spare
the snickering and read how a North Carolina man claims
he or she (no gender specified in the report) saw a triangle-
shaped UFO just 300 feet away and it was shining a bright
light on the witness' vehicle. Apparently the encounter was
recorded with the Mutual UFO Network (MUFON not
BUFFOON) and the testimony is for everyone to see.

ABC TV Chan 4
Jan. 28,2011 Salt Lake City, UT

The ABC Channel 4 news in Utah is reporting that several
witnesses saw three red lights in the sky between 7:15pm
and 7:30pm on Wednesday night. The witnesses said the
unidentified flying objects hovered in formation for several
minutes and seemed to be dropping flares.

One witness who professed that she does not believe in
extraterrestrials said that she had to admit the strange
nature of these objects that didn’t match any aircraft she
knew of. She said there were no blinking lights, no sound
and just glowed red the whole time. According to the
witness, Lynette Chidester, they began dropping white
streams of light, some type of burning objects, however,
her husband who once worked for a company that
manufactured flares said that they were definitely not
flares.

Other witnesses in American Fork and surrounding areas
included a member of the Air Force who noticed the
objects and began filming them with a cell phone camera.
The gentleman in question, Mike Galbraith, said that if
they had been military flares, witnesses would have been
able to hear them and they would have shot out the sides of
planes, but these were objects that flew in formation at an
altitude he didn’t believe normal aircrafts would maintain
and they definitely did not match any aircraft he was aware
of. That was a strong comment coming from someone in
the military, especially someone in the Air Force.

Additionally, all airports in the area reported not having
any airplanes in the area, let alone anything that would
have been flying in formation as the witnesses stated. Law
enforcement had nothing to say either.

All the witnesses said the objects or lights, eventually just
flew away without incident other than a few shaken
nerves, photographs and videos, some of which are
included with this article. Some witnesses said it was a
single triangle formation UFO and others said it was three
separate lights in a triangle formation, but either way, for
now it’s just being called ‘the Utah County UFO’.
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Jet Planes
|From Here
Gave Chase
|| An " “unidentified object”

¢ |hovered in the sky near Los
AlamosforSOminutos'mes-

Washington today.

§

‘ to investigate, Presumably
they came from Kirtland AF
Base and were units of the
34th * Air Defense Division
which-is charged with fra.mng
and locating such objects in
this area if possible.:

Ohservers at Los Almnns. 3iie

y of a mafor atomic energy installa-

:

3

1

}

binoculats. something shimy and
apparenily metallic for about 30

man said the sightings weTe re-

poried abou!. Toon.

- Seen Second Time
While the jet

the air, the same object or a sim-

ilar one was ohsen‘e from the

Eround for about two minutes,
It was not seen by the fighter
pilots.

ject t:hdo a 360 de,gree- turn to
get in the rear of the figkters.
The information was released
in Washington in xesponse to
12 (queriss after Kirtland Alr Force
us Base declined to give out z state-
;y mimcm s
el In rado Springs, narve cen-
ter of the nation's air. deferse,
headquarters adwmitled a recent
merease in the number of radar
US| plips whith remain d.
of d in Czlifornis, Korea and
ti+|Japan, reports were recelved to-
day on faucer
B-1: ar %’ggﬁﬂkcﬁr%?ln}:m moe

{terious objec:s

day, the Air'Force reported in -
Three jet planes were asked -

tion, reported waiching, through-

minutes. An Alr Forca spokes- -

ters were in.

A ground observar said the ob-,

‘0BJECT' SEEN OVER A-CITY

" At Lancaster, Cahf. WO mys-.
"gmnz* off .&
e g .YEHOWiﬂh Jight” . and. cne

Mwmx over tha ea¥th
ke a pendulum” for 10 minutes
were sighted late last .night
nvo depuues from the ‘sherifl

‘De ty Shm'u.f ’I‘om Moms
said he -and Deputy William
Manetta spotted the msterlous
ohjects in the night .sky 'about
11:25 while cruising jin a patrol -
car 17 miles west of Lanbtaster, ,
Morrissey said the tio bright
objects’ were stztionary at first,
then both ‘moved slowly 20 the
west. He said one of them swung
away and disappeared “over ' the
soutneastern horizon while' the
other ‘“remained for about 10
minutes, swmgmg like a pendule
um over the earth” before mpvm
out of sight to the west.
s hted Near Japan

apan _a Canadian de-
stroye*' reporteg”g;htinz two such
objects and them on its

radar. A Navy report said 40 od-
ficers and men tbe des
Crusader saw the sancers

niaht of July 10,

m::gort said the ship’s radar
regis “fixes” on the ob_ucts
It placed them'two miles high and
seven milgs awWay, : .
The only previous report of
“flying saucer” sightings i the
Far Bast cropped up last Febru-
ary. Crews of two night-flying
bombers zaid they saw saucerslike
objects moving over North Koreza.
Tokyo, 100, bad a saucer report.
Kosuke Miyazaki, 27, of the
central metecrological: obgerva.
tory said he saw a greoenish-whits
thing' with a tail ﬁying through .
the . sky Friday night
Makoto Sakai, 19, a university.
student, saw It; too. "But he sald
it was bluish.white and spHt into -
halves before disappearing.
The Air. Defenss 2t Colorado
Springs. said reports are viewed
50 seriously that fast mzempeor
planes are kept on the ready.to
goaloﬁtoﬁndoutwhatsmm—-

- KEAlY NEISmMDINg

““We've really Deen mnmh]!ng "
an ADC spokesman said: “Those
planeg ere kept loaded and ready
to go and thar ilots ara- never
morg than a - lew feet ﬂng;
They're in the air within secon
of a repcrﬁ that . seems ds:ﬁnm
enough.” -

The :*AthMrmvuwn (Defense)
at Kirtland AF Base, Albuguere
que.uapmotth-mc. v

CABLS:BAD Aug. 2 m— Now-
it's 3 saucer 12 feet high and 7
feet across thbat' goes faster ‘than
any jet plane, turns sharply with-
out slowing dewn md is made of
frosted: stainless stee

-T. L. Fox, | Ca:lshad wnh'lcbor,
saw it

“About 8:30 m the marning, I

in' my. -hack yatd

i whcn I noticed an’ objeet

kumﬁ\cnorth.ltmshtit.wun
balloon"and I started for my car

" |to go-after it

“Befors 1 could ‘get {0 my,ear,
times

" |the 'thing had grown

many
nsnzemdh:ﬂ.}eveledoﬁ' It

bad : m:pon—a ‘bursy ef- sgud
) whmh'has never been equale

e s vy
"eou

%ﬁ? sharp a turn.” Ha u—

mu—mmuduimmﬂum

PICTURE "U\'KhO‘W OBJECTS '—This photograzh,’ rdnued '
by the Coast Guard, was made by a Coast Guard photographer, |
Shell Alpert, at the Salem, Mass., Air Siation on July 16 through |
s window after he sighted four “unknown chjects.” Note the bars |:
of light that scem to extend im front of and behind the round
“objecis,” which appear in “V" formation. (UP TELEPHOTO)
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WDOD BRIDGE: An expectant crowd
huddled into the town's community
hall to take part in the latest chapter
of a.30-year.saga of the unexplained.

Scores of peaple, from the curious
tothe scepucal turned out for the
anniversary of an event which
remains rooted in UFO folklore,

The Rendlesham [ncident; as it
has become known, was the subject
of discussion for toy experts, com-
mentators and first hand witnesses.

Enthusiastic truth-seekers )
Gordon Goodger-and David Wright
reunited USAF security police offic-
ers John Burroughs'and Jim

Penniston - two of the'airman who
first saw the unexplained lights—~
with internationally renowned
experts on the subject Peter Robbins
and Linda Moulton, and Nick Pope —
the man who once ran the British
gaovernment’s UFO project.

Also:present was Larry Warrern, a
former USAF airman from the
Woodbridge base who said he wit:
nessed the incident:and wrote exten:
sively on'thé subject. .

Last night, he told'The Evening
Star; “Inever imagined 30 years ago
thattwo people, 1&t xlone this many,
would be iriterestad in this. But'this
is‘the one’.

“We're all here to oncé.again tell
people the truth about what hap-
pened, but we also know there is
itiformation that has yetto be
disclosed.”

Mr Buirroughs and Mr Penniston

Wobdbridge when they saw lights:in
the forest. What they witnessed-has
since been the topi¢ of countless
books, essays, television documenta.

‘ries and speculation by conspiracy

thaorm:

Mr Burroughs wds back in the UK
for the first time since baing in the
forces, He said: “This is the most
educated crowd of people we have
seen together atone time. They have'
come from all over and seem to know
ds much about what happened as we
do.”

Mr Penniston added: *It's wonder-
ful to have so many people here. But

‘this isn’t about us gettingrecogni:

tion - it's about something much big:
ger. This is about the truth.”

The audience were givenan
insight into the entire timeline of
events which'took placeiin late
December 1980, The gathered
experts produced documents, audio
and-video [1les and what they con-
clude is physical evidence of a UFO
lmding in the Suffolk countryside.

M Do you belleve the incident was a
UFo landlw Write to Your Letters,
The Evening Star, 30 Lower Brook
Street, Ipswich, IP4 1AN or e-mall
eveningstarietters@eveningstar.co.uk

lPSWlCh Evemng Star, Wednesday December 29 2010/www even.ingstu.co uk

<were patrolling the East Gateat RAF  TRUTH IS OUT THERE: The Rendlesham Incident reunion at Woodbndgc

Commumty Hall. Below, john Butroughs-and |im Penniston, two of the airmen
whao saw the lights at Rendlesham, and, right, Larry Warren. Bottom feft,

researcher Peter Robbins and, right, some. of the crowd.

? ciures. SIMON PARKER




Morecambe Visitor
England
Dec. 29, 2010

UFOs blamed |

England
Jan. 6, 2011

Wharfedale & Airedale Observer

for earthquake

2. UFO investi is blaming by Ingrid Kent how their operations may be

the earthquake that hit the

affected by tremors.

Morecambe and Lancaster UFO activity during previous Jof  Regan purports —to
area on extra-terrestrial months.” o i have taken photographs of

activi Many people experienced

UFQs, and that the military is
Patgegan claims thetremors the tremors just before 1lpm, suppressing information.about

onTuesdaynightlastweekwere . .including Karen Dickinson extra-terrestrial activity.

wamings that Unidentified from Caton, near Lancaster,
Flying

He also writes on the subject
bjects were in thearea who said: “The whole on his UFQ Research website

athe dme. houss: shook. It Waé Very at www.ssgb.150m.com/north_

He believes there is a frightenin

west_ufo.htm
W What do think? Have you

relationship between UFOs Jane amf Belinda Bailey from UFOs [n the local area? Let
and earthquakes. claiming that Westgate, in Morecambe, also ::.:now at Editorial, The Visitor,

similar th
before. they had felt the quake. LA44AG
Mr Regan, who has written British Geological Survey ©o.uk.
books on the subject, said: (BGS) data showed the
“Apparently, my forewarnings epicentre of the quake as
have been well placed, as Coniston in Cumbria.
there has just been' a new Blasting Mr Regan’s theory
earthquake. . out of the sky, the BGS
“I was initially alerted tothis  explained that quakes occur
situation ' late on December 21, when the upper layers of the
via a telephone call from my Earth'scrustare beingrammed
good acquaintance, coastguard together or pulled apart.
officer Paul Harrison. Tremendous energy is
“Paul excitedly conveyed the released ‘when these rtocks
story of this latest earthquake break or grind past each other.
which had occurred only Survey officials are keen
minutes prior to his call. to hear from anyone who
“Shockwaves from the quake experienced the quake, as
were felt along Cumbria’s engineers at
borders with Scotland, nuclear power
Lancashire, Northumberland stations such
and North Yorkshire. as Heysham 1
“Again, these localities and 2 need to
have experienced heighténed understand

North Devon Journal (series
Dec. 23, 2010
England

UFO writer seeks

o

John is a strange less. His wife persuaded himto with the fire, a huge craft
incident which oc- call me and, although he felt lmdabmﬂmi‘:'ele\mdn&

Barnstaple fire service officer fire at Saunton
name- “When they arrived to deal The sighting is one of many

have happened contacted The Visitor to say 12, Victoria

Street, e,
oremail visitor@imnews.

Daily Star
Jan. 5, 2011

England

help

to probe Saunton craft

John is researching for the en-
cyclopedia and he is keen to
speak to anyone who remem-
bers the incident which was

ALERT: UFOs in UK

Quake
an alien
warning

Second UFO
sighting on
moorland

ANOTHER UFO sceptic has:
reﬁxwduemgam&mwm:;
bright light over Rombalds
Moor in recent weeks.

An llkley man says the
object shot past him as he

Steven “Street, ~who
described himself as ‘very
sceptical’ about strange

, says the object

over from behind him at
speed as he walked on the
path between moorland
landmark the Swastika Stone
and Westwood ' Drive at
around 7am on a Thursday

Mr Street says he heard the-
sound of something travelling
fast through the air, but the
bright point of light was
otherwise silent, It appeared
to have been travelling close:
to the ground. i

He lost sight of the light as
it went over Panorama Woods.

“It went over the top of my
head, as if it was coming from,
Bradford to Keighley,” he said..

Mr Street got in touch with
reporters after reading about
a Menston man seeing an
unidentified flying object over,
Rombalds Moor last week. ;

The Menston resident
witnessed what he claimed
was & light travelling at
beyond the speed of sound
over Rombalds. Moor. He
spotted the fast-moving light
in the early hours
Wednesday December 22,

He did not believe the object
could be a satellite or a
meteorite, and did not hear
any sound from it.



with art and movi

IT WAS not long after 10pm in au-

tumn 1988 and Russ Kellett was rid-
i ing bis 750cc motorcycle to-

wards his home in Bradford when he
, experienced a life-changing event.

He had stopped at a level crossing
near Skipton when he was suddenly
: aware of a very bright light around
him.

“It was that time of year —-summer
was just going and you could smeil
people burning leaves,” he said. “T'd
gone to see someone about getting
; some work done on the bike but he
. wasn't there. I was at a leve] cross:
ing and that was the start of every-
thing going wrong with my heaith.

“l got immersed in this bright
light. 1 thought there was someone
in a car behind me who was

:

z:un‘ofﬂoaﬂng. it was a very calm

soon as the light went out I was just
sat there, the barriers were up and 1
monthcbﬂnin'hemlddhofﬂn

“1 felt the wind in

my face as I
headed for home. But at

the side of

‘meﬂmwnsanoﬁ\a'ligmandit

was keeping up with me. It was at the

. side of the road that was just fields,

it wasn’'t a car or a bike, it had trav-
elled across the fields, I

taken more than half an hour to get
home,” he said.

But when he went into work the.
following day people were surprised
by his appearance. He said: “People
were saying ‘ha your

my
neck and my hands.”

He got on with his work but over
the next few days his condition be-
came tworse. He said: “It became ap-

of occasions. The skin was peeling
oflf my face, it was very painful, [
was like a lizard - it wasn’t a nice
time. But they never got to the bot-
tom of it.”

He said he had heard from people

Since the incident he has investi.
gated UFOs, as well as the paranor-

problems with his schooling -~ his
inability to read and write. ,

He enjoyed growing up in Brad-
ford but struggled at school because
he suffered from dyslexia.
the 1970s and 1960s it was not a recog-
nised condition and sufferers were
branded stupid. He said: “1 had a lot

feeling, then the light went out. As-

arborough People: Russ Kellett

Scarborough Evening News
England

Jan. 4, 2011

Russ Kellett has investigated UFOs since. his strange experience while out biking 105217. Picture below

shows Russ being interviewed recently by American TV station ABC.

. problems with education, 1 was ’
because

Q

'l‘hey had big classes and they put
all the slower people together with

. the people who won't learn. It was a

My

“spelling is abysmal but my mding

is coming along. It’s something that
£

ices before n-yinzhishandntmog:

and stonemasonry.
eventually started to study an art
_ foundation course at Bradford's Ca-
thedral Centre.
. He said: “That was quite amaz-
ing. 1 had a fantastic teacher and I

F-vo,urlh food: Chicken.

moneolthemcestmhonuin
Britain. To see nice properties being
looked after is lovely, This is why
people come here,”

Holiday destination: Loch Ness
of Wales. "1 love the mythology of

Wales. it's got some of the best

castles in the world.”

if you couid invite two people
to dinner who would they be?
Musician John Lennon and actor

James Bolam.
Ambition: “Politics if | was well
enough.”

Biker’s alien encounter

realised too late that I should have

of my shop. It'd still be go!
if it hadn't been for the crime
area.”

In 2001 he moved to the Crescent
area of Filey. He said: “It's always
been a nice place where we'd been
on b
And since then he has become
wellknown in the area for
investigations into UFO and the
paranormal

“It coukd be anything ~ weather bal-
loons, Chinese lanterns or birds.”



'EVERY fime Huw Lloyd

~ventures on to the peaks

above his farmhouse, his
thoughts return to a
strange night almost 40
years ago — and a UFO
mystery that has never
been explained.

Huw, then 14, had been
watc television with his
two older sisters and a
neighbour when their hillside
home in North Wales was
rocked by a “violent thud” that
knocked him from his chair,

Within minutes four police
officers were .at his front door,
asking if his | father could drive
them into the sinhospitable Berwyn
Mountains in a farm vehicle.
- They said a plane had crashed.

Huw’s father ‘'was out so the teen-
ager, who had been driving Land
Rovers around /the family farm for

years, volunteered to take them.
Within minutes he was at the

wheel of his dad's Land Rover, driv-

lnglthe officers ‘through the gloom.
uw said; "Our neighbour, a
retired RAF officer, sat in the
passenger seat and the policemen
were in the back.”

As the Land Rover nosed
carefully along the track that
wound throu, thick forests and
bogs, the officers kept colleagues
informed of their progress via their
radios.

Meanwhile, Huw began to pre- .

pare himself for the grim
scene that might =
ahead.

“l was, K expecting
“"we'd find_a ﬁuing
aircraft with bodies
strewn among
wrec! ," he said.

The
was nearing |
2,723ft summit- of
the highest peak _\.
in the Berwyn \

* mountain range — \}
Cadair Berwyn —
when they
“blinded” by
brightest light Huw,
now 51, has ever seen. N

“It must have -been about
30 minutes after the explosion
we'd heard while we were in the
house. Suddenly the whole sky was
lit up by the most ble white
light, br¥¢hur it seemed than even
the sun. For close on 30 seconds
the skies were filled with this light
for as far as you could see.”-

The awed -:gster quickly com-
Yoscd him: 2 on, only
or the 4x4 to get stuck in a bog.

The officers got out to free it but
when they had done so and got
back in, one of them said quietly:

. “Take us back down the mountain,
please. We're done here.” .

The tumser. was dumbfounded.
Huw said: “Surely ‘they could

have made it to the scene on foot. 1

estimated we could only have been

a few hundred yards away by

then.” : .
Huw, now married with three

children and still living in the same

* farmbouse in Llandrillo, near Bala,

says barely a goes by when he
doesn’t think mm the !vcnln; of
Janu 23, 1974. i

- g back, as ave sO man
times, 1 “think. the officers -mm{
have taken a“ message over their
radios telling them to back off, for
reasons I can only guess at. They
certainly didn’t want to talk to me
about it that night. We drove back
down the mountain in silence.”

By NIC NORTH

Many have since speculated that
the event was Britain’s own Roswell
Incident, mirroring what conspiracy
theorists believe was a cover-up by
the US authorities of an alien
landing in New Mexico in 1947.

Film that seemed to be an alien
corpse being examined was later
linked with the Roswell Incident.

UFO investigators in the
claim to have en to wilnesses
who were in the Berwyn Mountains
that night and claim to have seen
alien beings emerging dazed from a
crashed sl?ummp.

One UFO specialist, Russ Kellett,
who has spent the past 23 years
investigating such incidents
after his _own _ “close

encounter” believes he has
uncovered evidence that the MoD
could have been searching for
crashed alien craft on that night.

For the first time Russ has

‘shared, with The Sun, a document

from the Maritime and Coastguard
Agency (MCA) which suggests a
military operation - codenamed
Photoflash ~ was under way.

Russ said: “The Photoflash
operation was used to light up the
coast so they could see submerged
UFO craft in the sea.

*I believe there were three
separate craft that were flushed out
of the ocean that night, military
craft were invoilved and there was
an engagement.

“[ spoke to a fisherman who saw
one come out near Puffin Island.
His colleagues at the time told him
to say noth about it because it
was conside bad luck. He never
spoke about it for years.”

Russ adds that he had correspond-
ence with a group of men who told
him they were moved on y
military rsonnel on the roadside
at Llandrillo, where one of the
craft came down.

He said: "They said they saw
aliens gcttin? out of the craft
helping two of their own who were
injured. They were then loaded
onto a flat-bed truck and taken
away.”

Alas, 47-year-old Russ's “eyewit-
nesses” are now all dead, he says.

However, he still has a plece of
strange-looking metal recovered by

~witnesses after the incident,

One theory about the event
was that a meteor shower

coincided with an
earthquake, the’
epicentre of
which was at
Bala Lake.

The Sun
England
Jan. 31, 2011

ago,

‘A year
{iles released

showed the
MoD officially .
backed the:
meteor theory, -

But the MoD’s’.

conclusions did:
not convince.
many of those
who witnessed the
incident first hand.

Huw said: “Some-’

thing's gone on that

night that the authorities

don't want us to know about.

“Whatever it was, and 1 think a
UFO is a distinct possibility, we'll
probably never know.”

Huw's story has an intriguing
end. Days after the cordons prevent-
inf‘ people from going up the moun-
tain and legions of “men in black”
had disappeared, one of his sisters
found a lump of rock at the
probable scene of the impact.

“This bit of rock was the size of
a man's fist but it was not in keep-
ing with the local geology. It took
on a different colour from different
angles and its patterns and colours
were like oil on water,” said Huw.

“l took it to school the next day
to show my headmaster, who was a
doctor of science and knew a bit
about gcology.

“He sent it off to a contact at
Keele University.

“It was 12 months before I got it
back, but I am certain the r that
was returned was not the same one.
It didn't look at all like the one
we'd sent away.”

News clippings are always appreciated!

We encourage you to submit any UFO-related newspaper clippings to
us. Please be sure to include the name and date of the newspaper along
with the article itself. We always credit those who submit articles that
are used. Please understand that we may not be able to use all articles
we receive due to space limitations.




Daily Post Wales
Wales

Dec. 28, 2010

- | By STEVE BAGNALL

THE mystery behind the Tamous Ber-
wyn Mountains "UFO" incident bas
deepened after a docament revealed a
major military operation was under-
way that night.

Dubbed the “Welsh Roswell”, on
January 21 in 1974 locals reporied hear-
inga huge bang, felt carth tremons and
saw a brilllant light in the sky over the
Berwyn Mountains,

Now a document from the Mari-
time and Coastguard Agency has sur-
faced, which reveals a military op-
cration - codenamed Photoflash - was
scheduled for that eveni

It involved about 10 mi'l‘fl'aty aircraft

and a series of powerful across
the North Wales coast and Liverpool
Ba

Y-

fhe MCA hetter said: “During the
late aftemmoon and early evening of
23rd January 1974 there was an exercise
from Jerby Range on the isle of Man.

“The exercise was called Photoflash’
and cc were advised to ox-
pect at Jeast 10 aireraft taking part and
at least 8o Nashes around the Liv-
crpovl Bay area and the North Wales
coastline,

There Is no more information from
official sources on that specific ex-
ercise and why it was commissioned
for that night,

Althe a spokesman at the RAF
Museum Rescarch Deparument sug-
gested photoflash  operations were
used for training exercises to illu-
minate the ground below,

Over the years theories have been
out forward 10 explain the cvents at
Berwyn Mountains,

One s ted there was a com-
bination of events, a meteor
combined with an carthquake ~ the
cpicentre of which was at Bala Lake -
and mis ion of poachers on the
hillside with lamps.

Bui investigator Russ Kelleit, who
has been researching the Berwyn
Mountains incident extensively, ac-
quiring documents and witness ac-

Major military op

was under way on
night of ‘sighting’

counts, is convinced UFOs were the
focus of a military operation on that

He said: "The photoflash operation
was used to light up the coast so they
could sce submerged craft in the sea.

“From my research, there were three
separate craft that were flushed owt of
the ocean that night, military craft

were involved and there was an en-
ment.
1 spoke toa fishermen who saw one

come out near Pullin Island, his col-
lcaghuu at the time told him 10 say
no("irégahom it because it was con-

bad luck, and he never spoke
about it for years.

“1 have correspondence with a
group of men who told me they were
moved on by military personnel on
the roadside at Llandrillo where one of
mc'n“;f; id they saw alie i

sald rthey saw aliens gett
out lil::lpimﬁ who -
were ng two
of their own
who were in-
jured.

were
then
onto the back
of a fla back
truck and
R
centre of the

one of the craft
came down.

A minds of both my friends who

s Kellett

New evidence has been found about the mystery of the Berwyn Mountains (main) ‘UFO’ sighting - known as the Weish Roswell  says investigator Russ Kellett (helow)

“The other one smashed into the
mountain side at Berwyn.”

Carlier this year files released
showed the CGovernment officially
hacked the meteor theory.

Then-junior RAF minister Brynmor
john summed up the official position
in a letier 1o North Wales MP Dafydd
Elis Thomas in May 1974.

He wrote: "As suﬁfnlcd by the de-
scriptions rvmmcd. t seems the phe-
nomena could well have been caused

by s meteor descending througn the
atmosphene burning up and finally
dhim}mling before it reached the
groa

“Such » hypothesis would abso cx-
plain the absence of any signs of

impact.

“1t has also been ted that at
!L.Rﬁm that evening was an
carth tremor in the Be Moun-
tains, which produced alandslide with
noises like detonations. This later
aspect is however outside the field of
this department.”

But the MoD’s conclusions did
not convince many of those who
l\;m&d the incident  first

One correspondent wrote in a
letter preserved in the fles: “That
‘something’ came down in the
Berwyn Mountains on that night |
am certain... It is certain to the

came with me and ro me that
we were visited by an object
b, that evening”




Bracknell & Forest Standard
England
Jan. 27, 2011

Radio star sees stars

UFO: Standard’s close encounter on air

M

this week at'uu'ti %
producer a popular natio
show spotted a possible

Richie Firth was driving from his
Reading home to London, where he
works as the -producer for DJ
Christian O’Connell’s breakfast
onhenmhe dioh‘h
uondﬁ wi -saw strange lights
in the above Bracknell.
Richie, 33, said: “It was 3.58am

i

Presenter Christian came up with _§§
the idea of letting listeners suggest
the headline for this story in an on-
airlcomcst judged by reporter Mike

0 ;t;rAnseu ng.. as
drew Jacobs, beat
from  suggestions

ompetition
mcluding ‘It’s life Jim, but not as
we know it - say aliens’.

Richie said it is the first time he
has ever seen anything like the
object he saw hoverix;ionbove the
centre of Bracknell d k¥nd

He added: “It’s not the of
thing I would nonnany be into, it’s
not my bag at all

“But the only thinglcanthink it
could have been is a sgn
there’s no doubt in my min

“I feel a bit weird saying that.”

Ithnotthehmtimem—u‘:ﬁ;
Ii ts have been reported in the

ve Brackn
Last year several

what they thought wm UFO: CROWN IN THE SKY: Richie Firth, from Calcot, has produced a
above Bracknell during a short drawing of what he saw from his car that morni

space of time.

Nuclear theory on
forest UFO claims

Picture by smm Smyth ep110106

East Anglian Daily Times (series
England
Jan. 5, 2011

RENDLESHAM: Aliens were momtor,ng USAT weapons ’

By Craig Rebinson

THE notorious sighting of UFOs in a Suffolk
forest could be linked to the presence of nuclear

weapons, it was claimed last night.

In December 1880 strange lights were seen

by US Air Force personnel at the twin bases
of RAF Bentwaters and Woodbridge near
Rendlesham Forest.

The event - which recently celebrated its
smhmnivorury-hummbnnqphlmd
amlmrmanmtyotdw

Expert Robert Mna.auu\orotvmm
Nukes, believes the mysterious events had a

weapons connection.
Hehutpohu to 2a number of eye witnesses
- including base commander Colonel Charles
Halt - and said there is evidence to suggest
laser-like beams were seen above nuclear stor-
age facilities at Bentwaters.
Mr Hastings, who recently lectured at

Oxford University on the connection between
UFOs and nuclear weapons, said: “One of
the UFOs hovered over the nuclear Weapons
Storage Area (WSA) and directed laser-like
beams of light down onto or near it.

“At that time, the WSA held the largest stock-
pile of tactical nuclear bombs — also known as
battlefield nukes ~ in Western Europe.

“The incident at Bentwaters was hardly
unique. Significantly, UFO incursions at WSAs
at other USAF bases occurred in the years
both preceding and following the incident at
Bentwaters.”

Mr Hastings said other sightings were
recorded above WSAs at Michigan and
Montana in 1975, New Mexico in 1980 and in
the former Soviet Union in 1989.

He believes the UFQs targeted these areas
because their occupants were monitoring the
nuclear arms race.

“1 am speculating but it appears that what-
ever their overall agenda may be, part of what
they are up to is monitoring the nuclear arms
race,” he said. “I have interviewed over 120
former military personnel in the US - three-
quarters of them are of the opinion that these
things are attempting to wag a finger at us.
Admonishing us. Telling us that we are play-
ing with fire”

To mark the 30th anniversary of the incident
the East Anglian Daily Times has teamed up
with BBC Radio Suffolk to try to explain the
mystery in a continuing investigation called
Rendlesham Revealed

craig.robinson®eadt.co.uk
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Jan. 18, 2011

County UFO expert’s claim

Shmglsmo UFO e rt is
president

Obamavmboﬁuudtomubutun
t within the next

in nce that President Obama
would the revelation.

He believes there is now undeni-
able proof of alien activity, “‘We have
contacts linked to securi
the CIA and securi m in t.hz Us
and other the world that
know what is going on,” he said.

The news comes as Mr Hoyle

rease in

mededamfpr
reported UFO ncidemxfuhappening

across tbe county, After reeont}y

booktodocumentthemddmh!dr
Hoyle said he was left with no doubt
&oeﬁmmoo other life forms.

;hxubordermtobeamot
with nigbﬁngs around Oswutry

Arms, Wonlock Edge md
Knighton.”



You don't scare us, ET

By David Derbyshire

THE sight of flying saucers
over Britain, so science
fiction would have us
believe, would see panick-

mobs in the streets.

t it seems we may be far
more worldly than writers, or
over-protective governments,

have ever us credit for.

Dr Albert Harrison
argues that people have become
80

fe saia thlngs have ch&nﬁg
dnmtleani
Congress was warned evi-
lead ovgldeqwudpamc.
th Amf‘ﬂ:. and Bumpe at
least, er discovery of
alien nor the detection of anen

q

radio signals were now likely to

How hi-tech age hasleftus &

(o person.

contact with Intelnzen
ndmbours on other worlds.’

He also argues that worship,
would be able to accept éha

Petle caused oy ' L/é/

unfazed by idea of alien life et
. However, elsewhere in the jour-
: nal. evolutfon expert Professor The Dailgg Mail
lead to ‘widespread hological signals 50 years , he said. Today, vexstty, chanees
disintegration and %?lfnpse he surveys sugge:tg:hat half of the mtnngmfmt aliensl?rg&erelow England
concluded. U.S. and Europe believe in aliens,  If evo ution were the same Jan. 10, 2011
Advances in our technology have = while a 'substantial proportion’ are the universe it would
brought civilisation to a point convinced alien spacecraft had be unthinknble that advanced
gmwmkﬁrg A second pet?fntheumejwr : g un!vene xho:ld ot m?er
seems :far-fe or‘ nal & that the disco of now, he said.
* Dr Harrison argues alién life was unlikely to added:
edmonorthejdnmal ¢ world’s faiths, dldnothappm,andl:wﬂlnot
Transactions of Ted Peters, theolo at the blpfn.m
devoted to aliens. - ek % _nor Rworth ugop:eeep- : i
mmamtmum a1 ople of diffs There's an alien at the
m Beﬂ ( , Y m.mmdmpl“mod w m‘%’g -re her‘. ‘nd we doo’; dm shaalm
trial Inte ncq) project first _Hewrote: Tt became clear thiak the are alone.’ him in for a cup of tea?’
out n'radio vast majority of religious believers, d.derbyshire@dailymail.co.uk
: A fresh of website - with its
a th;" tinx a Re by Chart - : along its own entry on
skies ubmnporudmt ” mshockedbutxtmqm&omﬁng
it for around 20 seconds. It had red 5 < )
aﬁnes undthunmcitmedtolmn; g v Mn:guw ”w:u?mmi{’ﬂn miliury Express & Star City Final
Security officer Glyn Richards was having €nd. Then another thing with just a bright ‘think it could be something else, S (Wolverhampton West Midlands)
a in the garden of his home in Cop- White light appeared and it looked like it~ In November, quality M\mouh England
pice Lane, Quarry Bank, when he saw a wtredlh'yuﬂsbotoﬂin-wfwb Mistry triangular- 9
mysterious flashing in the Wﬁl m in the skies near his home in Jan. 19, 2011
sky, a ng to travel Dudley _ It is the third reported sighting of the 'l‘ipton
oK, Sppoering ¢ Dorito in as The object has also been spotted hovering

%""“."&@“"’L‘x B o o
with a whil P and
1 - rullynbehmd pythm like
“I never in an i
t.hnt,butitmno -

I've  ever 'seen; “two’ Mr

‘mmmﬂwnm Riehards,ngedaa “?‘dhadapufedmo(

or plane that

many years,

Mr Richards amd he had called his nine-
year-old daughter and seven-year-old son
out of the house to see the objects, and fol-
lowing the sighting, which happened at
nmns 745pm on.:gondo, they lo on

‘discovered previous '
nghbnpoﬂheUFOonthaE!pm&Shr

over the M Hill Shopping Centre in
mlfmand in February last m

162009bmlderl
&meukmshocked luaﬂying
saucer-shaped ohject soaring above them.




Air Force Makes Contact with
the UFO Phenomenon In
Argentina

02/18/2011

Source: El Tiempo (newspaper) and Planeta
UFO

By Jorge Nahum

The radar picked up an object of considerable size,
flying from Rio Gallegos toward the north. The
device is unable to determine its point of origin. But
it flies without stopping. There is astonishment and
disquiet. However, the decision in quick and
unequivocal: two Mirage interceptors are scrambled
from the Tandil Base to intercept the object...and
they find that it is a weather balloon launched in

Australia, winding up in Argentina's airspace.

More or less, this is the story told by Commodore
Jorge Tealdi, press officer for the Argentinean Air
Force (FAA) which decided in late 2010 to create a
commission to investigate celestial phenomena that

penetrate the nation's skies.

The incident he recalled took place several years ago,
but it helps to explain the goals of this new
commission. There was something strange in the air,
an unknown object, and it was possible -- by specific
actions -- to establish what it was. "The Argentinean
Air Force's main mission is to safeguard Argentinean
airspace, and we admit that our skies have cases
involving objects or phenomena that cannot be
explained. This does not necessarily mean that they
are alien spacecraft, but they are indeed unidentified
flying objects," explained Tealdi, a resident of
Cordoba, born in Morteros, in a statement to Dia a
Dia.

The new commission already has the authorization of
the Ministry of Defense and will operate out of the
Condor Building as the Comision de Estudios de
Fendmenos Aeroespaciales o Celestes (Aerospatial
or Heavenly Phenomena Study Commission). Its
members have not yet been appointed, but will
include specialists in a variety of disciplines, such as
meteorologists, air traffic controllers, pilots and radar
experts. Collaborators will also be invited to
participate -- Ufologists, for example -- under the

command of military personnel.

"This is the first time that the Air Force makes a
similar move. Based on sighting reports, we are
going to create an official statistical base aimed a
creating a sightings map, to know where we need to
pay attention. The idea is to have the official Air

Force website have a link to any reports and photos

we may receive, and that also provides news

regarding investigations,” said Tealdi.

While the goal is to receive all possible information,
he explained that "the experiences of a group of
hikers at Mount Uritorco do not have the same
weight as those of a trained pilot flying an aircraft
with instruments." He added: "And I say this
respectfully, because we know that expectations are
considerable. Many people send us their concerns,
photos and videos and want us to provide an
explanation immediately. We are in no position to
provide rapid responses, but we can say that the

decision to investigate has already been made."

Air safety. In June of last year, a Chinese airport
interrupted its activities and cancelled flights for
three hours due to a UFO manifestation. Its exact
nature remains unknown. In this regard, Commodore
Tealdi said: "In the history of Argentinean aviation,
there has never been an aerial phenomenon that
jeopardized air safety. With the creation of this
investigative commission, the priority shall be to deal
with cases that may affect this safety beyond any

anomalies in the sky."

In the region, Brazil and Uruguay have already
implemented commissions of this sort, and in South
America, only Pert and Argentina have not opened
their files regarding UFO phenomena. "We have
nothing to hide and I have no evidence that there is
classified or secret information. I repeat, these
concerns are precisely [the reason] for the creation of
an official statistical database, not only to satisfy
general curiosity. We are also charged with guarding

our airspace," stressed the military official.

Regarding the protocol to be followed by Air Force
pilots in the event of a sighting, Tealdi explained that
"a traditional procedure of alerting authorities" is

followed.

Brazil's air force published a new regulation for

pilots, should they have a "close encounter”

Regarding expectations in the new undertaking,
Tealdi was enthusiastic and prudent all at once. "We
cannot dismiss anything, or steer ourselves by
preconceptions. We know that we are going to come
across all manner of information, from natural
phenomena such as light refraction and glow against
the clouds, to space junk and burned out satellites.
Not to mention jokes, such as tricked photos or
hoaxed videos. There will be everything. I look at the
sky all day and never saw anything [unusual], and
even so, I'm convinced that we have taken a major

step."

(Translation (c) 2011, S. Corrales, IHU. Special
thanks to Guillermo Gimenez, Planeta UFO)
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Jan. 7, 2011

The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission said tests for evidence of pesticide poisoning were negative.

At least 3,000 red-winged blackbirds died on New Year's Eve near Beebe, Ark. Fireworks probably sent them flying
from their roost sites.

The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission said the agency began receiving reports of blackbirds falling from the
sky about 11:30 p.m. Dec. 31 in a 1-square-mile area of Beebe.

The mass kill spawned speculation that their demise was caused by a chemical pollutant - a fear heightened by the
arrival in Beebe of workers combing neighborhoods in hazmat suits. As the story spread, other theories ranged from
biblical apocalypse to proof of the presence of UFOs.

"It's believed that the noise startled them - they are poor night fliers - and they were in close proximity to
neighborhoods, and they flew into homes and cars (and other objects)," Wright said.

A separate incident near Baton Rouge, La., involving about 450 blackbirds is still under investigation by the center,
Wright said.

"I think the two events are a coincidence," Wright said.

Also unrelated, he said, is the death of more than 80,000 freshwater drum, and a few yellow bass, white bass and
sauger in the Arkansas River reported on Jan. 3.

Deaths not uncommon

Wright said large-scale deaths of birds and other species are not uncommon.

Storms, for instances, wreak havoc on bird populations. Birds are also vulnerable to chemical pollution and
biological poisoning from natural toxins.

For the blackbird species alone, there have been 16 incidents in which 1,000 or more birds have died in single events
over the past five years, he said.

The lab analyzes 300 to 500 large die-off events each year. The deaths involve all wildlife - deaths in 2010 are as
varied as the demise of 4,500 bats from a fungal infection known as white-nose syndrome in Bucks County, Pa., to
the death of 150 raccoons, striped skunks, coyotes and red fox in Los Angeles County.

The lab's website shows nine separate mortality events since December alone. Eight of those events involved bird
species and one involved the gunshot deaths of dozens of Brazilian free-tailed bats near Pima, Ariz.

The National Wildlife Health Center also played a key role in the study of chronic wasting disease in Wisconsin's
white-tailed deer population after an outbreak in February 2002.

"We don't know what we are going to get tomorrow, or the next day, but it will be something," Wright said.
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Retired agronomist suspects

By STEVE CAHALAN
scahalan@lacrossetribune.com

Some of the crop circles reported
around the world obvi-
ously were made by

said Wednesday at the
Midwest Farm Show at
the La Crosse Center.

But Lou Greub says aliens or anoth-
er dimension seem to be the most like-
ly explanation for others.

His presentation on crop circles will
be repeated from noon to 12:30 p.m.
today in the center’s arena as part of
the two-day farm show.

Greub acknowledged crop circles
are a controversial topic.

“It’s interesting,” said Bob Redig, a
rural Winona, Minn., farmer who lis-

reub

pranksters, a retired
University of
Wisconsin-River Falls
agronomy  professor |

tened to Greub’s PowerPoint presenta-
tion. “I tend to believe it’s done by
people,” he said, adding it would be
easy for someone to use arope to knock
down plants and create a circle.

But Greub says he is curious and
open-minded.

Article Courtesy of
Richard Heiden

Signs of contact or con game?

crop circles due to aliens or another dimension

Lou Greub, a
retired
University of
Wisconsin-
River Falls
agronomy

that 80 per-
cent of
reported crop
circles are in
England.

THINKSTOCK IMAGE

Greub became interested in crop
circles when news media first reported
their mysterious appearances in the
English countryside in the late 1970s
and early 1980s. They began as simple

See GREUB, A1l

circles, but the designs have become increasingly complex over the years.

He visited crop circles for the first time in August, as part of a tour group in England led by
Barbara Lamb, a long-time crop circle investigator and author from California. The tour group
visited eight formations, which were anywhere from two weeks to 12 hours or less old.

Greub estimated 80 percent of reported crop circles are in England. English farmers who allow
the public to see the circles usually have a collection box where people typically deposit the
equivalent of about $3, he said. That helps offset the loss of the crop that was laid down in the
circle and trampled by visitors. But some farmers detest the circles, prohibit visitors and quickly
destroy the formations, Greub said.

"There are some fakes" among England's crop circles, he said. "There's one group, especially,
that's kind of organized and they go out (creating crop circles) for the sport of it."

Crop circles in England usually are created at night, Greub said. Witnesses sometimes report
seeing bright flashes of light or balls and columns of light in the fields where the formations are
found the next day.

Greub said he knows of no government research into crop circles. The consensus among private
researchers, he said, seems to be that crop circles have been made by someone or something that
is trying to communicate something.

While he thinks aliens or another dimension of some kind are the two most likely causes, Greub
doesn't rule out other possible explanations: "People talk about another dimension that's actually
right here around us somewhere, and things can come out of it or go back into it and we really
have no understanding of it."

Greub estimated 9,000 to 10,000 crop circles have been reported in the world since 1980. He
knows of two reported in Wisconsin in the summer of 2004, one in an oat field near Tilden and
the other in a barley field near Wausau.



