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UFO claims in Lafayette baffle some 
Three red lights create plenty of buzz -- and skeptics -­
online 

By Sarah Kuta 
Boulder Daily Camera 

Aliens are coming to a city near you. 

Or, at least they're surveying Boulder County as a 
future landing zone, according to several Lafayette 
residents. 

Three red lights in a triangle were spotted hovering in 
the sky by several Lafayette residents Monday 
around 8:30p.m. The sky was clear, but witnesses 
could not see anything connecting the lights. 

Leroy Vandervegt, 50, has lived in Lafayette for the 
past 16 years. His 17-year-old son, Nick, spotted the 
lights on his way home from work and called his 
father. Leroy V endervegt grabbed his camera, ran 
outside and looked up. He began filming. Sure 
enough, he too saw three red lights. Aliens? Maybe. 

"I don't know what they are," Leroy Vandervegt 
said. "All I know is that I had no idea what it is. It 
wasn't a satellite; it wasn't an airplane; and it wasn't 
a helicopter." The lights made no noise, Leroy 
Vandervegt said, and seemed to hover in the sky 
while moving slowly from southwest to southeast. 
They didn't blink. The lights remained in a triangular 
shape, but the type of triangle changed from 
equilateral to isosceles to scalene. 

Then, the triangle began moving toward the northeast 
sky when one light extinguished, or zoomed away. 
The remaining two lights "just turned off and were 
gone," Leroy Vandervegt said. 

Denver International Airport officials declined to 
comment on the sighting. But Allen Kenitzer, Federal 
Aviation Administration's spokesman for Rocky 
Mountain region, said that his staff didn't see 
anything out of the ordinary on Monday night. "To 
the best of our knowledge, radar returns showed no 
abnormal unidentified activity within our airspace in 
references to the three triangular formation red lights 
as being reported," Kenitzer said in an email. 

Leroy Vandervegt posted his video on Y ouTube, and 
his since gotten more than 6,000 views and nearly 50 
comments. His brother, Alex Lankhorst, was visiting 
Lafayette from Salina, Kan. The video he posted of 
the lights has received more than 8,000 views. 
Lankhorst said the description of "unidentified flying 
object" made sense in this situation- no one could 
identify the object in the sky. 

Doug Wilson is the Colorado state director for the 
Greeley-based Mutual UFO Network (MUFON), an 
organization that strives to learn the origin of UFO 
phenomenon through the collection and analysis of 
UFO data. Wilson received four reports of the UFO 
sighting and is sending investigators to the scene. 
"It's unusual for us to have a single event with 
multiple reports," Wilson said. "It's not just 
somebody pulling our leg." Wilson said three red 
lights in a triangle is a common pattern for UFOs. 

Joe Valadez, 47, also posted a video to YouTube of 
the lights in the sky. Some ofthe commenters on 
Valadez's video were skeptical. One user, Lonnie 
Sexton, 33, wrote: "I want proof as bad as the next 
guy, but these are just hot air candle balloons folks." 

Sexton, of Broomfield, said he would like to believe 
that there are other life forms in the universe, but that 
nothing he has seen online has convinced him. "It's 
always kind of iffy," he said during an interview. 
"With graphics these days, you can't believe 
everything you see on the Internet." Sexton slowed 
down the video and enhanced it to get a better look. 
A more plausible explanation, he said, are Japanese 
lanterns "like in the Karate Kid"- floating flags or 
plastic bags with small candles underneath. 

"There's always a better explanation," Sexton said. 
"If alien species were to descend somewhere, why 
would they just hover? They would let us know they 
were here." 

Valadez said he too wanted a logical explanation for 
the sighting, but couldn't come up with one. For.now, 
he and other witnesses will have to settle on the 
unknown. 

"It's just weird," he said. "I'm skeptical, but it's 
unexplainable. I believe in certain stuff, but I'm not a 
UFO nerd or whatever. I'm not really for sure it was 
aliens, I just wonder what it was." 

~ ,_ 
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Dave Bakke: Where have all the UFOs gone? 

By DAVE BAKKE (dave.bakke@sj-r.com) 

THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER 

A little old lady who used to live in Springfield called the paper to say she 

saw a flying saucer on Rutledge Street about 60 years ago. There was a 

story in our paper, she said, so maybe we could find it for her and help 

convince her kids she isn't crazy. 

I called her. She said the thing she saw was flat but as big as the 

Goodyear blimp. She was in Memorial Medical Center to have a baby at 

the time and watched the UFO from a window of the hospital. 

"I'd say it looked like it was 35 to 45 feet in circumference," she told me. 

"I thought somebody would take pictures of it, but nobody did. Many 

police officers, according to the newspaper story, saw it." She said it 

never made a sound when it zoomed away into the sky. 

But she couldn ' t remember whether this happened in 1951 or 1952, or 

maybe earlier. She couldn't remember what time of year it was, either. I 

would have to comb through hundreds of microfilmed newspaper pages 

on the chance that I would stumble across this story - if it was in the 

newspaper in the first place. Scrolling through that many microfilmed 

pages would take hours and leave me cross-eyed and nauseous. Pass. 

There was one other possibility. I could see if we have catalogued stories 

of UFO sightings in our morgue. Guess what? We do. There are actually 

two separate folders - flying objects and flying saucers. Stories about 

local sightings used to be in the paper frequently. Which raises the 

question: Why don 't people see them around here anymore? 

The closest we 've come to a UFO in Springfield lately came a couple of 

weeks ago on WQNA radio, when Ben Pulliam played "Fiyin ' Saucer 

Rock and Roll" by Billy Lee Riley and His Little Green Men on his show, 

"Ben 's Wacky Radio." 

But if our former Springfieldian in Detroit is remembering 1952, then she 

is recalling one of the best years in history for Springfield UFO sightings. 

They were all over central Illinois in 1952. 

Capt. John Smith, retired Air Force, saw a mysterious glowing object 

over Springfield. As a former pilot, he said, he could swear that this was 

no airplane. "Meteor," said officials at the weather office at the airport. 

Six days later, six to eight UFOs were seen over Springfield at 11 p.m. 

Several witnesses said they appeared to twirl as they traveled noiselessly 

over town. 

There were four more flying objects seen in July I952. They were 

orange-colored and circled around the town. 

In August I 952, our headline read: "Hundreds here see strange object in 

sky." The phones at the newspaper, police department and sheriff's office 

were swamped. The objects were moving very fast, witnesses said, and 

appeared to be green with an orange-colored tail. One of the callers to the 

newspaper, who wouldn ' t give his name for obvious reasons, is quoted as 

saying, "You watch the thing a few minutes and you start to wonder what 

you 've been drinking." 

One of those 1952 sightings might have been the one seen by our little 

old lady from Detroit. 

Another banner year for UFO sightings here was 1966. In separate 

incidents that year, they were seen near Rochester, 10 miles east of 

Springfield, at the Illinois State Fairgrounds during the state fair and in 

Jacksonville. 

Sheriff's deputies seemed to be frequent spotters of these things. That 

makes sense, since they patrol the boonies all night. Four Sangamon 

County deputies in 1966 followed a couple of strange flying objects along 

the southern edge of town. "While they watched," the newspaper reported, 

' 'two more objects appeared as in a dance and the four lined up in a line 

across the sky." 

It boosted credibility whenever the paper quoted law enforcement 

officials. Petersburg sheriff Hank Whitehurst said he got six or seven 

calls about UFOs one night in 1967. Waverly Police Chief Robert 

Shoemaker and two other men watched them fly in 1973. 

One of the UFO witnesses quoted in the paper was compelled to point out 

that he and his friends "were not under the influence of any alcoholic 

beverage or drug and said a crowd of about 30 people watched the objects 

with them." 

Last year, I stumbled across a Web page with a long and detailed account 

of a UFO sighting on old Highway 36 near the Loami blacktop. Several 

men watched as the unidentified flying objects danced in the sky north of 

Loami. I can't find it again ,but it was a long, detailed account. But that 

was long ago. 

They were seen around here in 1971 , 1973 (Headline: "Trusted employee 

ofCIPS sees UFO over station"), 1975 and 1978. But we never hear 

anything anymore about flying saucer sightings around central Illinois. 

I searched the newspaper' s computer archives and couldn ' t find a good 

UFO sighting story in our paper in the past 20 years. So where did they 

go? 

Maybe people just don't bother to report sightings anymore. When they 

do, one of two things usually happens - they are regarded as nut cases 

and/or some official quickly says what they really saw was a weather 

balloon. Or a meteor. Or a planet. Or space junk. So why bother? 

Or maybe UFOs are being seen here, but just don ' t make the news 

anymore. The National UFO Reporting Center website lists 32 sightings 

in Illinois already this year. The closest one to us was seen in Decatur on 

Feb. 19. 

My theory, though, is that extraterrestrials have observed how things are 

going in Illinois and have concluded there is no intelligent life here, so 

they have moved on. 
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UFO over Oswego? You've gotta see it to 
believe it ... 

Brandon Tudor swears he's not seeing things. And he's got his 
iPhone and l 0-year-old daughter to prove it. 

The young Oswego salesman and father of three was dropping 
Elizabeth off at her mom's house in Lakewood Creek subdivision 
on Route 30 in Montgomery early last Sunday evening when he 
spotted it in the western sky. 

It appeared to be a ball of fire falling toward earth at a 45-degree 
angle. Suddenly, he says, the flame extinguished and the trail of 
smoke changed direction, rising to a 30-degree angle. 

Tudor had time to snap four pictures before the mysterious 
apparition disappeared. Then, out of nowhere, father and 
daughter saw two jets fly into view and circle the area. 

Because he was now driving in the opposite direction, Tudor 
doesn't know how long the planes were in the sky, but the brief 
episode was enough to get the juices going. 

"See, Mommy, I told you aliens existed," he recalled his daughter 
saying when she reached home and pointed toward the sky. 

Tudor, who admits he ' s a bit of a conspiracy theorist, went online 
immediately and spent the rest of the week trying to figure out 
what the heck he'd just witnessed. 

Was it a meteor? He'd heard there was a green meteor shower 
taking place from 6 to 9 p.m. that evening- but no way was it 
supposed to show up in the earth's atmosphere. 

Was it a test flight? Maybe a hobby rocket? Tudor called around 
to several local clubs, but those groups told him they only 
perform flights in summer. Besides, the description just didn't fit 
a rocket's behavior. 

Was it junk falling from a satellite? He checked out the Web sites 
that list all the paraphernalia hanging above the Earth- but no 
match there. 

Intrigued even more, Tudor went to another Web site, 
abovetopsecret.com, and offered up this post: 

I look up to see what appeared to be an asteroid on fire heading to 
earth at about a 30 degree angle and south ... Maybe I or 2 towns 
over, it was hard to tell the distance. It was on fire, went out, and 
then was on fire again and then went out again. The second time 
it went out it appeared to "pull up" and change course. Moments 
later two fast moving jets flew by, spun around and flew by 
again. 

Needless to say, "The UFO of Sorts, Oswego, Illinois," has 
generated lots of suggestions from cyberspace - but Tudor still 
has no answers. 

"I know what it isn't," he says of the fireball. " I just want to find 
out what it is." 

He and his daughter saw the fireball around 5:30 Sunday evening 
-not exactly rush hour. Still, Tudor insists there were enough 
cars on the road that someone else had to have seen the same 
thing. Or, ifyou were outside at that time in the subdivision, he 
insists, "you couldn't miss it." 

Here's my humble take on the whole thing: Don't call Brandon 
Tudor a nut. Just call him if you, too, saw the strange apparition 
in the sky. 

UFOs over the Fox Valley? Why not? 

In our beloved Land of Lincoln, truth is always stranger than 
fiction. 

March 7, 2011 Massachusetts 

By Roger Marsh 

Massachusetts witness reports triangle object 

A Massachusetts witness reports watching a lighted triangle­
shaped object hovering near his home on March 2, 2011, 
according to March 7, 20 11, testimony from the Mutual UFO 
Network (MUFON) witness-reporting database. 

"As we pulled in the driveway, it was basically hovering directly 
over our road," the witness stated. "Our house sits in the middle 
of a large hill and it seemed to be at the top of the hill. This 
object seemed low, the lights were big. My oldest son (15) and I 
stood out at the end of my driveway, got a good look at it -
triangular/wide boomerang, possibly flat-iron shaped, with three 
big/bright lights along the middle (one was red, the other two 
white) with a small, blinking light toward one side (from our 
view, the left side). It seemed to sit there not moving, and we 
both mentioned the noise; NO noise, just a weird electronic-kind 
of hum (like Dolby noise from cassette tapes? or when you tum 
on an old-style TV, that couple minutes of hum?)." 

On March 5, the same witness noticed a solid, black helicopter 
moving in the same direction as the object. 

MA, March 2, 2011 - Lighted Triangle hovering low over 
large hill road. 3 Black helicopte~s in same area days after. 

MUFON Case # 28143. 

This took place last Wed, night (March 2, 2011) I was coming 
home with my kids. We turned onto the street leading to my 
house and I saw the light, looked like from a tower, wasn't 
moving but very bright. As we got onto my road, I could see it 
was three lights; it seemed to be coming from the north-west. As 
we pulled in the driveway, it was basically hovering directly over 
our rd; our house sits in the middle of a large hill and it seemed to 
be at the top of the hill. This object seemed low, the lights were 
big. My oldest son( 15) and I stood out at the end of my driveway, 
got a good look at it...triangular/wide boomerang, possibly flat­
iron shaped, with three big/bright lights along the middle (one 
was red, the other two white) with a small blinking light toward 
one side (from our view, the left side) It seemed to sit there not 
moving, and we both mentioned the noise; NO noise, just a weird 
electronic-kind of hum (like Dolby noise from cassette tapes? or 
when you'd turn .on an old-style tv, that couple minutes ofhum?) 

Anyway a couple seconds later, a small plane came along the 
flight path (from east to west, like I usually see planes do around 
here) and the object started moving faster, but not at all *fast* 
and headed to the south, still as low/bright til it disappeared 
behind the tree line. 

Saturday morning (before noon, March 5), I brought out the trash 
and watched a solid black helicopter, barely above the tree line, 
heading in the same direction we saw the *thing* head ... .I ran in 
to tell my son, and out the picture window on the other side of the 
house, we saw two more of the same heading in the same 
direction. 

On a local internet forum back in January, three or four different 
people reported seeing something over the school area. AND that 
following week, there was a black helicopter circling each one of 
the schools (which I saw while picking my kids up, and all the 
kids were talking about it) At the time I didn't think anything 
about it but now it all seems odd. 
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Tulsa's UFO still unidentified 
The 1965 image was one of the first color 
photographs. 

By MICHAEL SMITH World Scene Writer 

Tulsa World file photo 

In this photo taken in 1985, Alan Smith displays 
a copy of the photograph he took of a UFO over 
Tulsa on the night of Aug. 2, 1965. 

The alien-invasion movie "Battle: Los Angeles" 
opens in Tulsa theaters on Friday, inspired by 
real events that took place during World War II. 
On Feb. 25, 1942, a series of unidentified flying 
objects were seen in the sky above the Los 
Angeles-area coastline, according to news 
accounts. Air raid sirens sounded, a blackout was 
ordeied and military forces fired 1,400 anti­
aircraft shells at the objects, thought to be 
Japanese planes. 

No further evidence of the UFOs was found, and 
the mystery remains to this day. 

The following is a look at what is arguably the 
most famous UFO sighting in Tulsa's history. It 
happened in 1965. 

The image that Alan Smith captured when he 
aimed his Boy Scout camera up toward the sky 
still meets all of the standard qualifications: 
What he saw that night remains unidentified; it 
was flying; and whatever it was, it was an object. 

Writers of UFO journals and books in the past, 
as well as UFOlogists on multiple websites 
today, believe "the Tulsa photograph" to be 
among the first photographs of a UFO that was 
taken in color and at night, if not the first. 

After Smith's photo ran in multiple publications -
including Life magazine in 1966 - a 
congressional committee urged the Air Force to 
investigate. 

"Based upon the information furnished, we can 
neither confirm nor deny the identification of an 
unidentified flying object," the Air Force 
reported after analyzing the photo and negative, 
according to a Tulsa World story. 

"It made a sort of pulsating, whining sound. The 
lights seemed to get brighter, then tum dimmer," 
Smith said of his UFO sighting at the time that 
the then-14-year-old Tulsa paperboy took his 

photo, in August 1965, from the back yard of his 
west Tulsa home in the Carbondale area. 

"The strange object," as he described it, was 
"solid red, then it turned white, and went out of 
sight." Looking at the round image, with three 
distinctly different colors lit up with black bands 
between them, the UFO looks something like the 
1980s electronic game Simon, but with three 
buttons rather than four. 

"I didn't see a 'flying saucer,' or 'little green men. ' 
I saw a UFO," Smith said in a 1985 interview 
With the Tulsa World, 20 years after his famous 
photo was taken. 

On the night of Aug. 1, 1965, he saw a giant 
light flying through the sky, making what he 
described as a humming sound. 

The next night he went outside with his family 
and his camera. 

He clicked the shutter three times while his 
family watched, only to have the film developed 
and fmd no prints, Smith told the World. But he 
examined the negatives and found one with a 
speck in the corner that was enlarged and 
printed. It was his UFO. 

"The hnage was clear and vivid, about the size of · 
a dime on a 5-by-7 print," Smith said at the time. 

After showing the picture to friends, an 
Oklahoma City newspaper learned of the photo 
and offered to publish Smith's UFO. 

Reprint fees eventually earned him enough to 
pay three semesters of tuition at Northeastern 
State University in Tahlequah and at the 
University ofTulsa, Smith said in 1985. 

He also said, 20 years removed from taking the 
photo, that his only serious consideration was 
that he took a picture of some type of 
experimental aircraft. 

"The fact it's from this planet has more certainty 
for me than anything else," Smith said. 

Attempts to contact Alan Smith today, more than 
45 years after his photo was taken, were 
unsuccessful- not that alien-abduction theorists 
should read anything into that fact. 



RlailOnline 
'I believe in UFOs ... and I've 
seen them': Former Canadian defence 
minister accuses American government of 
cover-up 

By Daily Mail Reporter 
February 26, 2011 Canada 

Paul Hellyer: The ex-Canadian Minister of 
National Defense says he is convinced that UFOs 
are real and alleges the U.S. has covered up 
information on them 

He is on an advisory body to the Queen, works as an 
environmental campaigner and is credited with 
integrating Canada's armed forces. 

But aside from all this, the ex-Canadian defence 
minister says UFOs are real, aliens have visited Earth 
and the U.S. government is covering up information 
about them. 

Paul Hellyer says he would probably get fired for his 
views if he was still Canada's Minister ofNational 
Defense today, but is adamant he has seen UFOs 
himself. 

The 87-year-old, who is the longest-serving member 
of the Queen's Privy Council for Canada, said he 
never discussed his views with top officials when he 
was in office. 

'This is the kind of thing that sometimes they don't 
tell politicians about,' he said. 
'I have no doubt that there were probably people in 
my employ who would have been more 
knowledgeable than I was at the time.' 

'I got periodic reports on sightings and I looked at 
them very casually. It was decided that about 80 per 
cent of them were natural phenomena of one sort or 
another and the other 20 per cent roughly were 
unexplained and therefore unidentified.' 

Mr Hellyer is presenting his views on UFOs this 
week at the International UFO Congress in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, and says he is 'convinced' of 
their existence. 

'We lived too long in a sense of isolation, thinking 
that Earth was the centre of the cosmos, that we were 
the only species and, therefore, probably the most 
advanced.' 

'And when we come to the realisation that we're not 
any of those things, then I think we should be aware 
of it (and) learn to live with it,' he told AOL News. 

Proportions: Mr Hellyer believes about 80 per cent of 
sighting reports were natural phenomena and the 
other 20 per cent roughly were of UFOs. 

Mr Hellyer claims to have seen a UFO with his wife 
when spending last Thanksgiving near Toronto, and 
they stared at the sky for 20 minutes watching it 
moving. 

He told AOL: 'By process of elimination, we 
determined it wasn't a star or satellite and it wasn't 
the space station, so there was really no explanation 
for it other than it was, in fact, a UFO. It looked like 
a star, but it manoeuvred in a way that stars don't.' 

He believes the U.S. has developed new forms of 
energy at secret 'black operation' units using alien 
technology and that a 'shadow government' is behind 
this activity. 

Apollo 14 astronaut Edgar Mitchell, founder of the 
Institute ofNoetic Sciences research group, has 
described Mr Hellyer's theory as an 'important 
contribution' to literature. 

'His experience in government, his interest in exo­
politics and the issues of sustainability of civilization 
are significant areas of current discourse,' he said. 

Retired Army Colonel John Alexander, also speaking 
at this week's conference, believes UFOs are real but 
says there has never been a cover-up. 

Mr Hellyer added: 'People keep talking about 
transparency and still not telling the truth, and this 
applies in various other areas as well as UFOs. 

'It's just about time that we started getting open with 
each other and trying to get along and live together.' 
He said he would 'probably be open-mouthed about 
it' and 'might get fired for it' if he talked about his 
opinions in office today. 

He said in 2005 that the U.S. military was preparing 
weapons to use against aliens, and they 'could get us 
into an intergalactic war without us ever having any 
warning'. 

He said two years later that governments should be 
using alternatives to fossil fuels from alien 
technology obtained during alleged UFO crashes to 
fight climate change. 

Mr Hellyer was responsible in 1963 for creating the 
Canadian Armed Forces from the integration of the 
Royal Canadian army, navy and air force into one 
organisation. 

He has also campaigned over issues such as monetary 
reform, the Middle East and the environment. 

Mr Hellyer's website says that he is the 'first person 
of cabinet rank in the G8 group of countries to state 
unequivocally "UFO's are as real as the airplanes 
flying overhead".' 

Other public figures who have stated UFOs are of 
extra-terrestrial origin include former USSR leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, Professor Stephen Hawking and 
Ronald Reagan. 



UFOs over Williamsburg? Man captures 
lights, action on camera 

BY DAN MACLEOD 

MARCH 14, 2011 BROOKLYN, NY 

Here's one for the X-Files. 

Philip DiPaolo, a family man and respected community activist, 
says he saw a silently pulsing, moving light floating over his 
beloved Williamsburg neighborhood last Monday- one year 
after witnesses saw a similar phenomenon in the same area. 

DiPaolo, 50, saw the light while walking his dogs around 11 pm. 
"I got out my camera to use the zoom to see if it was a satellite," 
the mild-mannered leader of the New Yor.k Community Council 
told us via e-mail. "I could not figure out what this was. About 10 
seconds in, some pulsing image goes across the screen. Very 
weird!" 

Weirder still, witnesses reported seeing a similar bright light 
spinning over Williamsburg several times last winter. 

DiPaolo's unidentified flying object appeared high in the clear, 
south sky. It appeared to change color and move, he said. He shot 
some video of the object, then went inside. When he came back a 
few minutes later, the airborne anomaly was gone. 

DiPaolo, who lives on North Seventh Street and Driggs Avenue 
and was once named the "mayor ofNorth Brooklyn," insists he 
wasn't drinking and that he's not prone to bouts of delusion. He 
still can't really say what he captured in the video that night, but 
it didn't appear to be an airplane, helicopter or star, he said. 

He also doubted that it was an alien spaceship. "I'm not a UFO 
nut or anything. I was more looking for a rational explanation. 
I've been living here 30 something years. I've never seen 
anything like that thing," he said, adding that he put the video on 
Y ouTube in hopes that someone would have an explanation for 
the phenomenon. 

The video was met with the sort of skepticism usually reserved 
for crackpots. 

"Was he drinking?" exclaimed FOX-NY anchor Rosanna Scotto 
after seeing DiPaolo's clip. Co-anchor Greg Kelly said it looked 
like someone pulled a prank on DiPaolo. "You need another . 
hobby," said one YouTube commenter. "Hoax," said another. 

DiPaolo said he received a voicemail last Thursday from a man 
identifying himself as a Federal Aviation Administration official. 
The caller said that DiPaolo likely saw the space shuttle 
Discovery, which was visible in orbit around that time for a few 
minutes. "It seems to be a viable explanation," DiPaolo said. 

But it was unclear whether NASA spacecraft would have been 
visible over Brooklyn that night. The space station and Discovery 
shuttle were visible over New York on Wednesday, but 
information for Monday was unavailable by press time, said 
NASA spokesman Kelly Humphries. 

"I don't know if it honestly was the FAA," DiPaolo said ofthe 
mysterious call. "They didn't leave a name; they didn't leave a 
callback number. 

Jim Peters, New York spokesman for the FAA, couldn't be 
certain what DiPaolo saw and referred questions about the space 
shuttle's trajectory to NASA. "We do get calls on things .that 
people believe would be Classified as UFOs," he sajd. His office 
didn't get any calls about a UFO on Monday~ but it's possible 
that DiPaolo _saw an airplane landing, he said. 

Whatever the light was, DiPaolo says he probably won't cry 
"UFO!" again anytime soon. 

"I could understand now why a lot of people might see something 
and not go public with it, because you get the slings and arrows 
from it," he said. 

February 22, 2011 
Seattle, WA 

Residents see flying saucer over Vancouver, 
Washington 

By Laura McVicker 

Several residents in far east Vancouver, Wash., reported seeing a 
saucer-shaped UFO Sunday evening, hovering low in the sky. 

VANCOUVER, Wash.- No joke: Several residents in far east 
Vancouver reported seeing a saucer-shaped object Sunday 
evening, hovering low in the sky. 

The object had such bright green and red lights that it drew 
several residents out of their homes off Southeast 192nd A venue 
in the Clear Meadows neighborhood at about 6:45 p.m .. "It was 
the weirdest thing I've ever seen," said Vancouver resident Gary 
Moore. 

Moore and another resident, Kathy Plamondon, contacted The 
Columbian newspaper to report the alleged unidentified flying 
object. They said it didn't resemble the planes they typically see 
flying out of Pearson Field. 

Dispatchers with 911 on Monday confirmed at least one report of 
an object sighting in east Vancouver but referred the call on to 
the National UFO Reporting Center in Seattle. 

Officials at the National UFO Reporting Center said they. did not 
receive any UFO reports; neither did the National Weather 
Service in Portland, which sometimes receives calls of that type. 
A spokesman for the Federal Aviation Administration office in 
Seattle, citing the Monday holiday, said he didn't have any 
information available. 

The sighting apparently has everyone stumped. "At first I thought 
it was a high firework through the tree branches," Plamondon 
said by e-mail. "As I stepped out of my front door- facing east 
-to help load grandbabies in parents' car, I saw that it was not 
going out or falling from the air, as fireworks would." 

Moore also said the object appeared stationary, except for 
occasional side-to-side movements. A number of his neighbors 
were milling in the street, watching the object, which prompted 
him to step outside of his house on I 86th A venue to catch a look. 

Monday, he quickly dismissed the possibility it was an airplane, 
though he said he didn't have a clue what else it would be. "It was 
ahnost like someone was controlling it from the ground," Moore 
said. "Airplanes come over all the time," he added. "This isn't 
that." 

News clippings are always 
appreciated! 

We encourage you to submit any UFO­
related newspaper clippings to us. 

Please be sure to include the name and 
date of the newspaper along with the 
article itself. 

We always credit those who submit 
articles that are used. Please understand 
that we may not be able to use all 
articles we receive due to space 
limitations. 
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It's amazing MUFON's still around 

by Billy Cox 

Big-time food fight going down with the nation's oldest 
functional UFO investigations outfit, and volunteers like Kristen 
Winslett are calling for the whole thing to be dismantled. A 
financial analyst in her real job, the Hackettstown, N.J., resident 
takes her work with the Mutual UFO Network seriously. At least, 
she did until she resigned last August. 

Wars come and wars go, but after 42 years, MUFON is still up 
and running. 

Winslett, a number-crunching field investigator for the New 
Jersey chapter since 2008, got torqued when someone went in 
behind her last year and started monkeying with the database. 
Without consulting her, the culprit allegedly ignored her detailed 
eyewitness sighting reports and arbitrarily reclassified a number 
ofNew Jersey cases she'd closed out from explained to 
unknown. When Winslett drew it to the attention of another 
official, she was scolded for denying administrator access to the 
alleged perp without getting permission from higher authority. 

"Now the whole file is contaminated as far as I'm concerned," 
says Winslett: "We have a serious credibility issue here." 

That's just one example, but the caca hit the fan in a big way a 
few weeks ago when details ofMUFON' s 2009 contract with 
major benefactor Robert Bigelow were leaked on the Internet. 
The jillionaire founder of Bigelow Aerospace Advanced Space 
Studies (BAASS) agreed to invest $672,000 in MUFON for 
third-party access to whatever its rapid-response teams recovered. 
Eight months into the experiment, Bigelow yanked the balance of 
his funds because ofMUFON's apparent failure to comply with 
the exacting paperwork. 

A lot of members howled over what they felt were draconian 
contract terms. Several, like former Utah MUFON director Elaine 
Douglass, accuse the nonprofit group of perpetuating a good ol ' 
boy hierarchy and want to institute "due process with 
democratically elected board members." They've organized The 
Committee to Reform MUFON. 

"Did Bigelow go into the database and siphon offthe best 
cases?" she wonders from her home in Utah. "There' s a question 

· of basic judgement here." 

De Void really doesn ' t have the patience for this. Angelia Joiner 
and Frank Warren had a decent online discussion with the central 
characters Thursday night. What cultural anthropologists might 
find more remarkable is how a volunteer organization of this 
nature, which now counts 2,800 members, hasn ' t watermelon­
splattered after 42 years of egos, fiefdoms and turf wars. 

"It ' s maddening. I was so glad when I retired from that job," says 
. fofiTler International Director John Schuessler, a MUFON 
founder in 1969. "You 're working with volunteers with varying 
levels of education and sophistication, they pay the International 
Director a pittance, just a token salary, really, and he's expected 
to work seven days a week, 24 hours a day, with the kind of 
responsibilities that would be worth $150,000 a year in any other 
field ." 

· · Although he didn ' t work the BAASS contract, Schuessler 
reviewed it and says Bigelow "absolutely, unequivocally" did not 
have administrator database access. As a MUFON board 
member, he doesn ' t blame Bigelow for revoking the contract 
because "it wasn't audited right." But he doesn ' t blame the group 
for going after the money, either. If only MUFON had a 
benefactor like, oh, say, Paul Allen, who's poured more than $20 
million into SETI radiotelescopes. 

"A lot of people think it's silly for him to have given so much 
money to SETI, but I don ' t think it ' s silly. I think it's 

worthwhile," Schuessler says from his home in Littleton, Colo. 
"And· he hasn't controlled SETI. 

"But if we had $20 million, we'd probably be scared to touch it," 
he adds. "A lot of people would say Paul Allen was trying to buy 
MUFON. Frankly, I wouldn't care. I'm not a conspiracy buff; I 
just want answers to this thing." 

Meanwhile, UFO reports keep rolling in. And mankind remains 
the same as it ever was- a pain in the ass. 

WPIXTV 

March 9, 2011 

By MONICA MORALES and JEREMY TANNER 

WILLIAMSBURG, N.Y. (PIXll) 

A Williamsburg man was walking his dog around 11 p.m. 
Monday night when he says he had a close encounter. 

The sky was clear that night, and when Phil DePaolo 
looked up toward the stars he saw what he believes was a 
UFO, hovering above Brooklyn. 

"I looked up in the sky and saw something pulsating, 
changing colors, and moving erratically, it was definitely 
not a plane or satellite," said DePaolo a community activist 
by day. "I'm riot surprised they came to Brooklyn, 
everyone is moving to Brooklyn," DePaolo chuckled. 

He immediately pulled out his phorie and began to record 
what he saw. His video is just one of many Brooklyn UFO 
sightings on Y ouTube. 

''I wasn't scared," DePaolo said, "I was just fascinated." 

After several minutes of watching the colorful unidentified 
flying object, it simply vanished into the darkness, · 
DePaolo said. 

The last major reported sighting came in October of2010 
when several round, yellowish objects were seen eerily 
hovering over the Chelsea. The sighting ran wild on 
·Twitter and prompted a flood of calls to the NYPD and the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

Although officials could not confirm what the celestial 
objects were, skeptics believed the balloons were part of a 
tourism promotion event held on Broadway in Times 
Square for the centennial of the Madrid's Gran Via, which 
included the release of several bunches of yellow balloons 
into the sky . 



FROM THE ARCHIVES 

!,a··right MY~tery; • o~.j~¢f R~ported · ·.· 
!Seell· at Site of first A~ BOmb Test 

L.A. Times 
Los Angeles, CA 
Nov. 5, 1957 

~AS~GTON, Nov~ ~ ·f.m ted:i~st night. \V~s abo~t 200 t~~ -- ~-~o~b: .bunke-rs, · the~ . 
Reports ~f a huge, -~trangely or· 300 · f~et long ~n~ disap- fad~. , . : · · · -· · _ . :~ ·: 
lighted mystery ·object ·spot- p~a.r~d m~o · ,the . ~ky :after ·offiCials of the proving 

. .. . . · . . . . · blli:l.kmg op. and off. Another · · · d · · -~ d · th. _. · h· · · · .. · 
ted . o:er_ · w._~st Texa$. we~e patro~ .. said : a · b~ght . object gr9~n :s~l - .. e . P ex:~~e~ . 
. being mvestJgated by the A1r ·. t't d . . .1 .. · . terd . pa~. n~thmg to. do w1th an~ 
· · · . . , · ·.. · 1 spo ~ . e a.1 · -~ . ~yes . · a_y activity ~t . the · b~se. A ·PeiJ..:. 
Fo~e tonight. A br1ght, ova mormng de$cended until. 1t :tagon ·spokesinan sa-id no of· 
ObJeC.t was also,;-epox:ted over was about ~0 yards abo~e ficial 'report · was received qn 
Souther~: 1-few. ~exlco ne!ir · · · the reported ·New Mexigo 
bunkers . used .. m the . first .T .. H E __ . ,· WE:A· ··TH .. E·:·R. · .. ·. ht" .d · . t' · ~ atoin.ic.:bomb ·explosion. · . . s~g mgs ~n . no 1nves 1g~~ 

. S'everat \vitl}esses, . iU~l~d:- . No eye-irritating. ·s. mog . tton . ,war:. b~mg made on 
ing. a · Sheri~ ·arid· one:· of_ his toda . thos~.. . . . · · 
.deputies, reported seemg.the U~ "V.f · th _ ·B' : vy1tnesses -.wh.o reporte.~ 
ob-ject ·over Texas. . · . · .. · . : · ·. ea . e~ , ur~~u . s~ng th~- obJect over -~exa~ 
•, . Si ·htin s· · of the· ·. obje'ct forec~t . . Mos.tl~ sunny sa1d. the1r car eng 1 n .e ·s 

,g h . . ·gWh't S d ... ·- . tod~y and tomotro~ b~t stopped· and their lights 
q~er t . e. . . . .1: e . arr s ~r?v .. partly cloudy at ttmes · · · · . · h · d. . · 
i~g ·. ground . m · New MexlCQ .. today: Sl.ightly warmer we~t . o~t whez: _t . ey ·· ; ~v:~ 
\yete ma~e 17 h?~~s apart days. High today :about . neh.ar.;lt. ~thed-Itnhllitabr:Y, pt ohcer_. 
by two -~Iif_erent m1htary-P9- SB.'Rain probability SO% w. orepp~ e. . eo ~-ec, pv:~_; 
lice-patrols. . . · ... t 'd • 20% ·· t •• 'ht a tJ:te.·; pr_ovmg ~~llp.ds _ ~14 
-~ .: pn~-?!~tp~ ~tw~m~n pa~~<?ls · -·tgm.~;ow;(J ;. o~g __ . a:p · thet had . no trou.})Ie wi~ · 
sa-ut ·the br1g.ht o'bJect -spot-- ·. · theit: j~eps. ,. · .· 
· .. , . .. ~ .. ~ .. ~ .. . :·.: -· : . .,· . . :.~ .: :. . ~ 

L.A. Mirror News 
Los Angeles, CA 
Nov. 4,1957 

- -· - ·- .-- ---- . 

,Huge :~JSieti• 'R.oclcetr · ·cl 
· Cfluses~Ponit itl texlis · , · 1 

: Li!:VELLAN~ Tei., Nov. t:ePi>rted were unable t:; fhidl 
: 4 (A')-Report~of~a hugemys- any trace. Reese Air .t<orce 
tery object whieh one wit~ Base . officials here declined 

. ness . said flew a:rou_nd with to say whether an investiga..: 
: a jjgreat sound. ~~nd rus.h of tion w~s · being made. . .. ;:.:< <" 
1 wind" had . officials and the: · Pedro Sauoedo, .. 30/~f'farm 
; p~blic ·puz~led - ~:oda:y-. ~: ' hand and > P,!l'rt:::tiine barber 
1 ·Newsmen _,anct a~~hQnti~ here>j:plct·· ·officers and news-
. haq·r.eports. of si~htings over mert':~: ~ . · · L.A. Mirror News 

Los Angeles, CA 
Nov. 16, 1957 

.a W,ide West Te~s .are~,ft~ti: -·. '~l was drivin~ . out te) 
urday and ·yester.g{!)t;"~ · a farm 'near the Pettit 

· Peace · · offic~r.$1· checking community west . of · 
areas wh~.~e ·· ··1a~ding13 were here . Saturday night 

.Air Force .Oi$c::ouots 
Strange ·Sky· Obiects 

· ' WASHINGTON, Nov. 16 rm toin:obile ~tailings likely were 
The Air. Force · h a s podh- caused by thtrnders~6rms 
:pdo.hed· recent · reports of soaking ignition systems. 
·Strange lights and unusual The glowing object was be .. 
,objects-.in the 'sky. ' · lieved to .be j-'ba!i . lightning~' 

. Inv'estlgators. labeled · one or "St. Elmo's. Fire.'; · 
. of . the· cases a .. 41hoa:X," and Aircraft or ·Echoes 
)said ·the others . were exag- · The report said the storm 
:geratiop.s or mis~nd~rstand- wbic~ .ca1,1s~~ t~ese electrical 
· f tu 1 phenomena:· · .. condttions m~ght acco~nt for 
~gs o . na ra . . ·the. ·automoblles stalling .. 

:. _:h~ . ho~x . tag was. ~mned . Investigation of •the Coast 
on: a story told by ~ Kearney Guard sightings ind-icated 
<N:eb.) man, who .said he that three objects had be~n 
•tci:ured a spacesh!p manned ·recorded by radar and one 
by · a ~German-speaking crew. sig~ted · visually. . Iny·esti-. 

. ' . . . . 't ·ca es gators . d~cided that ai~craJt 
. Th~~e O.}ler . s and possibly radar·echoes ac-

. The other cases mvolved: counted for the: sighting$ . . 
lj-A: big glowi_ng ?-bject said . The White. Sands . sight· ; 

~o .h?cve ~ee;n seen tou?J;l- ings, the report went on, 
~, .. 1qg . gr~;Jund ~ear - L~_vel-. apparently are explainable 
land, Tex., and ~o·. have by ··th,e . planet Venus in an 

_ c.c~used . autpmob1les . ·to unusually favorable position. 
sf:hll.~ · . · . \ · for · ob~ervation, and cloud 

2;:8Imll~r. reports:·from ~ear formations around the. moon. 
._;Ala)n.ogordo, ·N.;M. · · · · 

.a-:.BHglit· .. lights·.. report-ed 
· · .. .seen ; by a . Coast ·Guard 
'.·cutter in .·' the Gulf of 
~ .. :td~tco, ~d· ·by militarj' 

·~ police in-the White Sand~ 
- ~N.M.) area. · 
The Air Force said the au 

with a friend, Joe Salaz, 
when we first saw the 
thing. We first saw ·a 
flash of light in a field to 
our right, and we 
didn't think much about 
it .. _at first. 
wWhen . it got near, the 

lights of. my truck went out 
and the motor died. I 

: jumped out of the truck and 
:hit .the dirt because . I ·:was · 
; afra:id. 1 called· to· Joe btit 
lie .dH;ln't get out. . . 
· (j:Th.e thing · passed. direct~ 

ly over . my true~ · with a · 
. great ',_sound· ·an~ . a. _rush:-- of 
wind. It sounded .like thun~ 
!fer a11d my truck · rocked 

. from. the blast. I felt a lot 

. of heat. Then I got up and 
; watched' it . go out of sight 
. toward Levelland." · 
i Saueedo,. a Korean War: 
v~terah, . ~aid . it ·was 11tor-

1 pedo · shaped" or like Ha 
! rocket," but · much Jarg~r. 

· Ronald Martin, is, a 
Lei'elland truck driver, 
saicf' his • trJlck engine · 
di'ed· and the lights went 

I. 

,. ·-o·ut '_'whe.~ a big. ball -of . 
fire · dropped . on the 

: _ ' ~ ~urn to Page·5,_ Col~~~:t. : ~ !-

·r ,exas ._Ra.nic . 
Caused by ' .· 
B ... ' 1R ·· ·_ ·k·. ·._ ··t:l •Jg . 0~ .. ,\,:' 
Conth1ue¢froni · Fir~~ Page . 
highway" east of b;ere 
early Sunday. , 
Martin said the 'object . 

changed · tq -~ bluish;green 
colo~ whEm it settled on the · 

~ . . . . . . .- . I 

highway; then changed: to a , 
fireball again ·when it rose . 
straight up -and dis?ppeared. · 
NewellWrigh~, ·_ a Texas · 

Tech student from here, re- . 
port~d a similar ·occurrence : 
also east . of Levelland. 

Police Officer . A. J. Fow-~ 
ler said Saucedo and about · 
14 others who . called in re­
ports oE the object sounded 
upset and in some cases ter­
rified. 

· "They seemed to agree . 
· thatt.his somet~ing was 
2oo ·feet lo.ng, . shaped 
Ii)ce an egg .a1;1d was lit 
up like it was on'. fire ·­
but looked more like 
neon' light~'' •h'e :sairl.' 

, "They said 'tt vias about 
200 feet in the air, and when 
it got close ·car m!)t'ors .and : 
lights would go oft Every- . 
body ~ that called W?S ·very 
excited," he said. 

Sheriff · Weir Clem said he saw a brilliant light in the 
distance but didn't get close 
en.ough for a good look .. 

Highway .Patrolmeen. Lee 
Hargr:ove ,and Floyd -Cavin 
reported · similar flCishes in 
the sky ·.in a pout the same 
·area and .at the ·same time 
as . Clem. All .wet'e -riding in · 
separate cars. . 
· There · also - were reports : 

of 'an unef{plai~ed light in . 
the sky far acros~ the State 
between: Sherman and .Me- · 
Kin,t;~.ey •.. . ~ - 0 -.t ,~P, :ex . s~gh~ings 
were ,r-¢ppr.t~d~:apo\lnct Ama-

. rillo · . far to . t]J.e .n(>rth. 
.·.c~1viii Harris and Sandy 

McKean . CAA control tower: 
workers' at the A~arillo. Air­
port, . said they saw· a ublue 
gaseo:us. object, wh.ich moved 
swiftly and left an amber 
trail sduthea$t of ~the .city," · 
sa:turqay ,;r}~ght. . . . 



L.A. Mirror News 
Los Angeles, CA 
July 29, 1958 

'SAUCERS/ ·CALLED REAL. 

-AI' WIREPHOTO 

DR. CARL JUJI\G 

I ATJA?-.fOGORDO, ?\ . M.,,Jung said. ''The disks do not! 
\July 29 t~ - Dr. Carl Jung. behave in accot'dance with 
llrenowned S w is :: psycho1-;physical laws but as though 
oglst, said in a report that ,without weight • . • : 
Unidentified ·Flying ?bjects . ''If the extraterres trial od·! 
are real and "show sJgns of!f;ll'l o( the phenomena should · 
intelligent guidance by! be confirm~d this wm~ld · 
qua si~human pilot...-;." pro:•e th~ existence of an m- . 

"I can only say for certain ~lllge!'t Interplanetary rela· 
. t10nsh1p. What such a fact 

U1~e thmgs are not mere might mean for humanity 
rumor; something has been cannot be predicted, 
seen," Jul'}g said. "A ~urcly "But it would put us with· 
P 'YFhologt~al explanattou is out doubt in the e.xtremely 
rul~d out. . !precarious posilion of primi- · 

J\.lng released hts report th·e communities in conflict 
thr~ugh the l!FO filter cc11- with the superior cullure of 
tc.r· of the acn':ll P.henomcna ,the whites," the report s..1.id. 
resear h ot·gamza lton here. ~ ' 'That the construction of 

Su perior Clllture jthcse machines prQ¥es a sci-
"1 ha n z ga thcrco a mas,:; oq 0ntific lechnique .immensely 

ob.-e tYa tions of Uniden ti fied lsuperior to ours cannot be 
F lvi ng Ohjccls .· tnC'e 18·1-l ,"!argued." 

fLYING ·SA:UCER? ·. 

L.A. Times 
Los Angeles, CA 
July 31, 1958 

.. , / .. 

4000-.Ft. Air Object·_ 
·Photographed in· N.Mi 

·ALA M 0 G 0 RD 0, N.M., Hatch .. Act forbids govel~rt­
. July 30 (UPI) ·- A· photo- men~ e11:1ployees ~om · .b~­
grapli ·of an "unconventional commg lJl.volved · m pubhc 

. · . , . controverstes such as the 
aer1al ObJeCt - ·· S ~ U C er decade-long deb a.t e about 
s.h a P e d . anq an estimated whether flying saucers exist. 
4000 . -feet across - . was re- , "Experts have exainined 
l~,a~~d today ~Y . a .gr.oup .of the negative .and all . prin~s 
ClVlh(;lnS at thlS ·missile test and . are .. convinced of itS 
cent~r. . .. · authentiCity," Lorenzen~aid. 

. The Aerial ~he~omena ~e- He quoted the photographer: 
s~arch .. ()rgamzatlon, wh1ch "I've .never seen ·anythipg 
has government employees like it before or . since.' It 
iri its .~embership . but has defi~tely was 'ilot a cloud.': 
no official status, satd a gov,. · · L 0 r en zen said · APRO 
ernment photographer . took members .calcuiated that the 
the picture OI). Oct. 16, 1957. "~nconventionai aerial"' ob­
The weird, h~ge object hov- ject" was <;1000 feet across its 
ered for 15 mmutes over the longest axis ~by con1putin:g 
north missile . test rang~ near angles drawn between it and 
Hollqman .A1r · Force Base, fixed objects - · telephone 
the APRO claimed. poles, :mountains and such--:- . 

L. G. Lorenzen ·_ of Ala-:- which; appear . in the photo­
mogordo, spokesman for t~e graph. · He .admitted it was 
,A.PRO, said the name ·Of only an·· . educated guess, 
the photographer . could ·not since the . zltitude · :of · the 
be rev e a 1 e d~ He said the saucer was nOt known. 



FOREIGN NEWS 
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South Shields Gazette 
Feb.10,2011 
England 
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··t;l',~:~~:i~~~t£i~~ '~:~~:!:l~:::~~! 
of a renaissance at silvery, metallich~e .. . 
th ·t ·· th · The couple watched m awe as the 
~ e mom'!n , .WI • an object drifted at a ;very slow speed 
Increase In Sightings in a northerly direction towards the 

ld • d mouth of the River Tyne. 
WOr WI e. . . Presumably, Mr Dinsdale returned 

South Tynes1de has had 1ts to his car and Mrs · Dinsdale to her 
fair share of Close Encounters crockery. The mysterY was never 
over the years, many of which, sol~ed. · ' . · 
sadly have been almost cov- S1ghtings of circular-shaped UF~s 

' . - or flying saucers, to give them therr 
ered by the sands of time and commonname-arefarmorecommon 
are recalled by but a few. than cigar-shaped objects, however. 

Not at all happy about this, I've Back in Aprl11969, Kevin Crowther 
decided to resurrect one or two in this saw not one, but two, flying saucers 
column. from the window of his aunt's home 

In 'JUly 1977,~the Dinsdale family of in Croft Terrace. JatTOw. 
Mowbray Road. South Shields, were Kevin said that there were flashing 
enjoying the weather. lights mov:\ng' around the clrcumfer· 

At 6pm, Mr Dinsdale was outside ence ofthe ·cran.. some of which were 
washing his car, while Mrs Dinsdale red; and others blue., · 
was inside washing the dishes. . According to the youngster they 

Not the most exciting way to begin a "danced around a bit" in the sky before 
Saturday evening, granted, but things both shooting off iri the direction of 
suddenly got better. Clervau.x Terrace Police Station. 

Mr Dinsdale, wash·leather in hand, Another disc-shaped UFO was seen 
happenedtoseesomethingextremely by Ron.nie Tuke, of ·Westm. orland 
odd in the sky. · Court, Hebburn, on June 22, 2003. 

Mrs Dinsdale dashed out to joiri him As Terry Kelly reported in the 
when he shouted out for her. Gazette, the UFO was, according to 

She found her husband staring into Ronnie. "soft. golden" in colour and 
the sky, silently. She looked up too, had flat sides that appeared to be like 
and immediately saw what was rivet- panelling. 
inghlsattention. There,intheyonder, He watched the object early in the 

morning as it sped at an atig}e towards 
South Tyneside College ·before disap- • 
pearing. · · 

Ronnie was baffled that no one 
else reported seeing the craft, and 
Sergeant Bede McCabe ~onfirmed 
that the :volice had not received any 
additional calls regarding the inci­
dent . . 

Two months after Ronnie Tuke's 
encounter, another golden·coloured 
disc was seen flying over Boldon 
Colliery by Mary Nolan. 

I receive correspondence about new 
UFO sightings in the borough on a 
weekly basis. 

Sometimes, unidentified objects 
will change direction several times as 
they fly through the sky, thus making 
it hard to conclude that they aren't 
under some sort of intelligent con· 
trol. 

Once again, rumours are circulat­
ing that the US and UK governments 
are about to release a statement 
admitting publicly for the first time 
that our planet has indeed been vis· 
ited by extraterrestrial civilisations. 

Well, I've heard this before, but I'm 
not holding my breath; I reckon it 
could be a good while yet before we 
see a UFO land on the White House 
lawn. 

Mind you, I'djust loye it if one was 
to land in the North Marine Park or 
the Viking shopping centre ... 
• Got an odd tale? Send It to 
wralthscspe@mlkehallowell.com 



FLOATING mysteriously 
between the clouds, this 
orange-coloured disc 
sparked fears of extra· 
terrestrial activity. 

The bizarre, fluorescent 
"doughnut" was spotted, 
photographed and reported 
to the Ministry of Defence 
by a retired RAF officer. 

Although the UFO 
Investigators declined to 
launch an Inquiry- because 
the sighting was In Sri 
Lanka - ·they flied It away 
with other British "X-files". 

Details were published 
online yesterday In the 
latest batch from the flies 
held by the National 
Archives ln Kew, south-west 
London. 

The unnamed ex-airman 
from Yorkshire saw the 
shape hanging In the sky 
near the city of Habarana, 
Sri Lanka, while on holiday 
seven years ago. After 
capturing It on camera, he 
sent It to former colleagues 
at RAF Fyllngdales, North 
Yorkshire. 

ringlike a doughnut 
appeared • the ring was 
orange In colour with a 
white/cream finger pushed 
through. · 

He wrote In his covering 
letter: "I noticed a partial 
aura In the sky, a minute or 
so later there was a clap of 
thunder. 

.. The head of the column 
glowed an orange colour, 
behind the doughnut was a 
second cloud of colour, and· 
a further ring of orange." 

"Then a short while later a 

He added: "The only way I 
can describe the sighting Is 
that of an atomic or another 

- -
YOUR piece about the alleged Berwyn 
Mountain UFO crash (Leailer, February 8) 
\vas interesting in that it demonstrated the 
research limitations of those who believe in 
the physical reality of a UFO crash. 

Scott Felton rails against me for my theory that one 
of the lights seen that night was that of a poacher's. 
lamp. 

l dtd hold this theory for many years, based on 
documented evidence about the times and location of 
the poachers on the hillside. the type of lamp they 
were using and what Nurse Pat Ev~s saw. 

But good research never stagnates and when. two 
yean ago. I came across further information about the 

, poachen and their whereabouts at the relevant time.l 
; altered my theory to ftt the facts. 

In my book about the Berwyn events, UFO Down 
<CF.Z. 2010} which Scott clearly chose not to read Cor 
fear ofbeing exposed to documentary evidence. I 
detail all the relevant theories and twists and turns of 
this most unusual event. 

There Is no evidence- but much wishful thlnking­
to suggest an 'alien' spaceship crashed on the Betwyn 
Mountains on January 23. 1974. 

But the huge. tight Pat Bva.ns and her daughters 
observed for l5 minute. remains unexplained and as 
such the mystery of the Berwyns continues. 

-

type of nuclear explosion, 
the cloud from which did 
not rise In the sky, but 
headed from the high 
atmosphere down toward 
the earth." 

The pensioner urged his 
colleagues: "You must 
admit they are unusual." 

His letter and snaps were 
passed on to the X-flles 
unit, but they wrote back 
saying they only had 

-r 

Andy Roberts, 
Caerwys. • An artht*s lmpNJSion of th• UFO crash. 

Daily Express 
Mar. 3, 2011 
England 

responsibility for slghtlngs 
In Britain. 

They told him: "Defence 
of Sri Lankan airspace is 
clearly a matter for the Sri 
Lankan Government and 
you may wish to pursue 
your enquiries with them." 

Yesterday's batch of 35 
files contain 8,500 pages of 
slghtlngs, reports and 
photographs from the five 
years to 2-005. 

Wrexham Leader 
Feb.11,2011 
England 
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1978 WAS a vintage 
. year for. UFO sight- By MIKE HALLOWELL 

ings in London. moon'', said Vera at the time, antici· 
The' month of November, pating whatt,he sceptics would 1nevi-

particularly, seemed to attract tably trot out as an explanation. 
Almost entranced by the intense 

extraterre.strial · attention to richness of the colour - "I'd never 
an extraordinary degree. seen anything iikeit, to be honest," 

However, · it was on April 22 that she said - she simply stood . ahd 
one of the strangest encounters took stared. 
place. · Then, her sense$ returning, she 

Veta.Bateswasemployedasa ward backed away from the window and 
receptionist at a local children's hos- walked into the lounge. 
pital. . But then things got weirder. The 

When she wasn't tending to the living raom suddenly became satu­
needs of b1coming patients, she'd rated with an intense throbbing 
usually be found in her comfortable noise which pulsated rhythmically. 
maisonette in Derbyshire Street, Vera looked at the clock, and saw 
Betlulal Green. . that the time was 1.30 am. 

In fact, .that's where. she was on the Perh~ps in a daze, she recalled 
very nlght in question, sound asleep wandermg around her flat for about 
in bed. 20 minutes. 

But then, suddenly, she woke up Thenshepluckedupthecourageto 
with a start. walk out onto the balcony. The huge 

Her bedroom was filled with an orb was still there, glowing, but per-
intense light that made· it difficult to fectly mofionles~ . 
see· until her eyes slowly adjusted to After a while, Vera decided that 
t.'l.e gl_aN. there was nothing-much she could de 

The -light seemed to be pouring except return to bed and attempt to 
through the window from outside. go to sleep. . . 

She also noticed a strange droning However, the mtense llght made 
notset .which seemed to have no obvi· things so uncomfortable for her that 
ous source. . she was fore~ to lie on her stomach 

Both baffled and alarmed at the with her face buried in the pillow. 
same time; she slowly made her way At some point she drifted i~to 
towards the window. What she saw unconsciousness. By dawn the object 
left'her stupefied. had dis"a,P-peared, al()ng with the 

Hariging motionless outside of bright ltght and the bizarre sounds 
her window was a colossal, golden that accompanied it. 

. $phere . . · . . .. .. . Bethnal Green police eventually 
· · "Iknowcertainlythatitwasn'tthe heard about the incident when the 

local press got a hold of the story, 
but stated that they'd had no other 
reports of anything strange in the 
sky that night. · 

Unfot-tunately, Vera didn't own 
a camera at that time, and so was 
unable to take a photograph of the 
sphere. 

This was something which she 
deeply regretted, she recalled later. 

Cynics will no doubt suggest that 
Vera simply dreamt the entire event 
- she was in bed at the. time. you'll 
recall 

However, 1 find this notion hard 
to swallow. Confusing reality with 
dream experiences is ·something that 
doesn't happeh anywhere near as 
often as people think it does. 

When we wake up and recall things 
that transpired in a dream, we know 
that it was simply that; a dream. 

Vera was under no illusions that 
what she saw was anything like a 
dream; it was very, very reaL 

The following November, another 
young woman in London-not too far 
away from Vera's maisonette, actu· 
ally - had a..'1 almost idantical experi· 
ence which also remains unsolved. 

The similarities between the two 
cases are so startling that it is hard. to 
imagine they both dreamed the same 
fictional event. 

This second encounter, along with 
several others which occurred in 
London at that time, will soon be dis­
cussed in my Backlight column in a 
future edition of UFO Matrix if you- .. 
want to know more. 
• Got a spooky tale? Send it to 
wratthsca.~»OmlkehalJoweJJ.com 

FOR fiiORE SPOOKY STORIES, VISIT WWW.SHIELDSGAZEnE.COM 

NORTH KENT: Reports of sighting~ are made public 

Three UFOs seen 
ALIENS will not be beaming by SOPHIE MADEN 
up north Kent residents smaden@london.~wsquestco.uk 
any time soon despite a trio of 
reported UFO sightingst an "I'm not sure there' are aliens 
expert has said. coming. 

John Jenkins, chairman "I'd like to think they are, 
of Truth Research but I doubtlt!' 
Investigations, has responded In 1998 the Mo.D received a 
to government documents report of a cartw.heeling 
released last week detailing object in the sky· above 
UFO sightings. across the Gravesend. 
country. The· round object, emitting 

The flle.s - which show ~. bright beam of Hght. 
reports .to the Ministry of , appeared at 12.30am on 
Defence (MoD) from 2000 to October 12. 
2005 - detail three sightings Eight round objects, all 
in Dartford and Gravesham, · emitting a bri@.t golden Ugh4 
including a fleet of eight were spotted above Gravesend 

' UFOs in one night. on May 29, 2000. 
Mr Jenkins, who The UFOs, which were 

investigates . paranormal visible for 10 minutes,. glided 
activity in north Kent. said: through the ~, appearing 

after what was described as a 
.. small whirlwind". 

On November 1. 2000, an 
object appeared above 
Dartford Bridge at 9.3tam 
where it stayed for 10 seconds. 

The report said th~ object 
sl}.owed .. erratic movements, . 
dartirig from side to side''. · 

But Mr Jenkins says the 
information. released after 
requests under the Freedom 
of Information A~t. d;Oes not 
give the full picture. 

He said: .. The really 
interesting ones are reported 
by military personnel. but 
they have got to keep things a 
secret sometimes~" 

Downloaded the records 
for free for a month at 
nationaJ.archlves.gov.uklufos 

Dartford & Gravesend 
News Shopper (Kent) 
Mar. 9, 2011 
England 
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. · :. J3titaln ~$ -re·al-life .x FUes< were·.fihally 
~ rl~titassift.e.d.' last _nlg'ht - but ·do· they re}l~ 
· ·evidenoe.that flying 'saqq~rs?:·extst, or is·-the· 

stiR out the-re? {:Nigel B- rton reports: 

County is a jUFO' .·hotspot 
The News 

Stand 
THIS week reporter 

Gemma Gadd takes a look 
at the stories making 

the news in Boston and 
beyond. 

WALKING home from a night 
out in Boston recently I spotted 
a Chinese flying lantern flicker­
ing across the sky - and just as 
1 was about to point it out to a 

friend she yelled 'Oh my God 
-a UFO!' 

For the few seconds before 
my 'sober' assurance brought 
her back down to earth - it 
could have been E.T himself. 

To my excited friend, for 
that brief moment in time_, this 
orange light WaS a UFO -not 
just unidentified as' the acronym 
goes -- but defmitcly alien. 

Boston's had its fuir share of 
UFO sightings over the years 
- having experienced repeated 
UFO activity"in the '90s ac­
cording to files released by the 
Ministry of Defence. 

As a reporter I've encoun­
tered several such stories from 
around the county. From black 
triangles and orange light.o; to 

doughnut-shaped blobs and 
'tentacle' UFOs breaking wind 
turbines. Some were truly 
bizarre and others spookily 
thought-provoking. 

None were more ·memorable 
than those recounted to me by 
Eric Goring from Brinkhill. 

Situated 20 miles north of 
Boston, the tiny village is regu­
larly visited by ·alien space­
ships' ac£ording to Mr Goring, 
who was so convinced of their 
unearthly origins he had taken 
to hiding ii1 bushes at 3am and 
pointing a night vision scope at 
the sk-y. 

Eager to investigate, the 
chairman ofthe British UFO 
Research Association (BUFO­
RA) drove all the way up from 

London to witness M r Goring's 
'spaceships' only to see .noth­
ing more than car headlights 
glimmering on the horizon. He 
promptly drove back again. 

But perhaps we shouldn't so 
easily dismiss the claims of Mr 
Goring and others. After all, 
Lincolnshire is home to several 
RA F stations and USAF bases 
-·· and you need only look at 
the mystery surrounding the 
B-2 Stealth Bomber before 
its existence was officially 
recognised to see a similarity 
with 'black triangle' UFOs 
witnessed across Lincolnshire 
and beyond. And if they're not 
secret military craft, could they 
be alien? The truth1 as they say, 
is out there ... 



Police X-files are revealed 
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By Charlotte Cross 
Dozens· of paranormal activity reports 

from people claiming to have . seen 
ghosts and UFOs across the West Mid­
lands have been logged with police it 
was revealed today. 

A total of 33 ghostly experiences and 21 UFO 
sightings have been reported to the region's 
force over the past three years, according to 
data released under the Freedom of Informa ... 
tionAct. 

The figures come just 
weeks aft~r a Dudley secu­
rity officer claimed to have 
spotted the infamous trian­
gula.r-sha.ped UFO known as 
the Dudley Dorito, flying 
over his Quarry Bank home. 

Police were unable to pro­
vide details of where the in­
cidents were. 

Paranormal investigator 
Sara Kettley, who runs Dud-
ley-based investigation The famous Dudley Dorito 
group Lightseekers, said she 
believes people call the po-
lice after spotting an. unex-
plained object "purely out of 
fear" . · ~ 

0 ln this day and age, you 
might see what you think is 
a gpost or UFO but people 
will worry in case it turns 

Scarborough Evening News 
Feb.23,2011 
England 

'Car ,was 
folloWed 
by strange 
lights' 
A MOTORIST has · report- object made no sound, 
ed strange lights which fol- because he had his win-

~ lowed and then overtook dow open. and the event 
his. car while travelling was also witnessed by his 
through the Scarborough brother. 
area. "He said that aircraft 

Filey-based UFO inves- were regularly spotted in 
tigator Russ Kellett said the area but no COI'iVen­
that he was contacted by tional aircraft would be ca­
the witness · earlier this pable of such high speeds 
week. - especially at . such a low 

The sighting was at altitude." 
·2.soam on Tuesday last· --Mr·· K'cllett--said-that it 
week 'as the witness' was was similar to a sighting 
travelling along Spital made by a woman who 
Road on the A64, just out- was driving home along 
s~de Merry :Lees Caravan . the Scarborough to Whit· 
Park. . · by Road. · 

Mr Kellett said: "He He said: "This thing was 
saw ·an extremely bright on one side of the road, it 
light from behind his car. crossed over behind her. 
It came from behind, over tailed her and then shot 

· the top and went directly otr:• . 
ahead of him.'' Last year Yorkshire was 

He added that the wit- named~as the latesthotspot 
ness estimated it to be for UFO sighting~. 
travelling at supersonic The news attracted in· 
speed. "The object van- ternational headlines and 
ished over the wolds, at a camera crew from ABC 
the top of Staxton Hill, News travelled to .the area 
approximat¢ly .a couple of to interview a . number of 
lun~~ ,east'of RAF Staxt~n ~pple 1ncluding ~ Kel­
;,"tfpl -P<lie'Said. . ._: ~ .· . _ :~ , .. t~1d.~tt:;,.about ,-. li1S ~invesijga-
{'":~~. _ -~- 'l~r~,li~r kriew ·the ·-;·~;~~~-~ _ · · · · 

The Daily Mail 
Feb.10,2011 
England 

out it's a burglar, maybe 
even terroristS in the case of 
UFOs,, said Miss Kettley, 
aged 26, of Stourbridge 
Road, Holly Hall, Dudley. 

Chief Inspector . Matt 
Markham at West Midlands 
Police said: "Each report is 
assessed individually and 
dealt with in the appropriate 
manner. 

Keep your pledge:on Gary, 
,hacker's mother tells Cl~gg 

"This often involves pass­
ing on the report to the rele­
vant organisation to deal 
with." 

West Mercia Police have 
also revealed details of 28 
unidentified sightings re· 
ported over the last . two 
years. They include· a UFO 
flying low over Clent in De­
cembe.t: 2009 and reports of 
two UFOs in Kidderminster 
in September 2009 heading 
"east at a very fast speed". 

Express & Star City Final 
(Wolverhampton 
West Midlands) 
Feb.12,2011 
England 

GARY McK1nnori7S mother is 
demanding a meeting . with 
Nick Clegg to urge hiin to 'do 

: the_right thing7 .and stop her 
son's: extradition. 

Before he became ,Deputy 
Prime Minister the Ll'QE;ral Dem­
ocrat leader :was implacable in 
hls opposition to sending the 
compu~r hacker to the· U.S .. 

· Gary .. s .,mother Janis Sharp 
. now;wants Mr:Clegg to keep his 

pre-election promi&e.s and end 
her son"s ordeal. 

'He stood by my slde 14 months 
ago demonstrating outside the 
Home Otnce and:demanded that 
Gary could- and should- be kept 
in the UK,' she said. 

'When the Coalition came into 
power the relietwe-felt was lnde-

. scrtbable. I belleved our new gov­
ernment woUld announce that 
Gary would not be extradited 
but be tried in the UK. Nine 
months later he is strum limbo. • 

Next month it will be nine 
years since Gary was arrested 
and ten since his alleged crime. 

By Michael seamark 
and James Slack. 

Hts mother said: 'He has effec· 
tively served a longer sentence 
than .most murderers and rap­
ists. Nick Clegg said my son had 
been hung out to dry by the pre­
vlous government to appease 
the Americans. 

'I just want him to remember­
and honour - those words and . 
not fall into the same trap.' 
Expert opinions obtained by 

Mr McKinnon's legal team have 

-'He is still 
in limbo' 

stated that because of his men­
tal condition. suicide was an 
'almost certain inevitability• 
should he be sent to the U.S .. 

Home Secretary Theresa May 
agreed to halt the extradition 
last year, saying she wanted to 
ensure be was treated 'fairly'; 

Mrs Sharp is now at loggerhe$ 
with the Home Otl'lce over the 
choice of an independent eXQ~ 
to reassess the .Asperg~t .... s 
patient. who is 45 today.· · . 
·She said: 'Gary has ·been 

assessed by· four ofthe .UK·and · 
Europe's leading psycb!atrtsts 
and now the Home Office wanta 
him re-assessed by yet another . 
and unbelievably, I am, having to 
fight to ensure it is an expert; Jn 
Asperger's and autism.' . ,...., 

Mr McKinnon was search,ing . 
for evidence o! 'little green men" 
when he hacked into NASA and 
Pentagon computers. ·~tt\::~--

Since the Dally ·Maillauncb~d 
its An Affront to British Justice· · 
campaign to highlight the cue~ -
Ministers have announced -.a 
review o! the lop-sided Exti:acJt:.O 
tion treaty which allows th~ U :S .. 
and EU countries to have Brit­
ish citizens sent for trial abroad, 
Without presenting the level of 
evidence which would be needed 
for prosecution in the UK~ · 



Pink Floyd star pays treatment 
fees of hacker 'in US trial· fight 

• I • • 

ROCK legend David GilmoUr is paying 
the .psychiatric care ·bills of computer 
hacker Gary McKinnon who is 'fighting 
·extradition to tl:!.e. US. 

Treatment paid for ~y a north London 
primary care trust stopped last month 
because of NHS cutbacks. 

But . the Pink F1oyd guitarist, who 
supports mental health campaigns, has 
stepped in to pay for the sessions with 
Asperger's syndrome expert Professor 
Jeremy Turk. 

Mr McKinnon, 45, is about to enter 
his ninth year of fighting US attempts to 
jail him for up to 60 years. 

. By James Murray · · 
·······························l·························:··················· 

\ 
They never puQlicise . the good things 
they do ~d the scenes. They just do 
it and we're so grateful for that." 

While the legal battle continues, Janis 
has disclosed coP.fident.ial medical infor­
mation which suggests Gary showed 
signs of mental 4-isordcr as a teenager. 

A history of · mental illness in the 
family will be used to argue that he 
should not go ori trial in America. 

Mr McKinnon's great-grandmother, 
Christina Macleod, was committed to a 
mental hospital in Scotland, where she 

re~ed for more than 50 y~ up 
until her death aged 95. His grand­
mother, Margaret Totten, who d,ied in 
1999, suffered from depression and was 
treated for schizophrenia. Patients with 
Asperger's or autism have been wrongly 
diagnosed as having schizophreriia. 

Mrs McKinnon said: "This proves 
that mental illness in Gary's family goes 
back generations and t~t Gary had 
existing mental health difficulties!' 

Professor Turk and another expert, 
Professor Declan Murphy, have both 
said that suicide would be an inevitabil­
ity were Gary to be extradited. JAIL THREAT: Gary McKinnon 

He admits hacking into Pentagon and 
Nasa computers in 200~ and 2002 for 
information on UFOs. 

But the US government says he posed 
a serious risk to national defence and 
want him to stand trial. 

His mother, Janis, said: "When I 
heard about the funding for Gary's 
psychiatrist suddenly ·being refused I 
was incredibly worried. 

Sunday Express 
Feb.13, 2011 
England 

"What will happen to other people 
with psychiatric problems if their 
funding is cut off? 

"David and his wife PoUy and Polly's · 
brother Joe are really good people. 

Western Daily Press (Series) 
Mar. 3, 201 1 
England 

MoD stall say 
something 
is out there 
.~ the Ministry of Defence releases a host of 
new files detailing UFO sightings across the 
country, Tristan Cork and discovers a few 
surprising revelations 

~: , .. t~~') 

-~ 
Ministry of Defence workers 
and MoD police were amone 
those who reported a~ting 
UFOa in the skiea above· the 
West. new papers released 
today reveal. . . . 

And the experience of seeing 
a mysterious light speeding 
down over Bath prompted one 
worker at an MoD base ln the 
city to report it immediately -
and then chase up the invest­
igation years later to tlnd out 
wbatitwas. 

The latest release of once 
top-secret papers by the Min· 
istry of Defence into UFO 
reporta and Government in· 
vestigations reveal the usual 
mlx of sightings, tales of being 
abducted and grand hoaxes. 

But while many pf the aight­
in.gs thatinadetheir way to the 
MoD's UFO desk . throughout 
the late 1990s and early 2000s 
were made by ordinary people 
- lncludini a Somerset taxi 
ddver who had an extraordin­
ary experience on the h11ls or 
the Mendips - it is the sfsht· 

. tngs by MoD officers them· 

. selves thB,t are perhaps the 
most surprising. 

Back on the morning of 
August 2, 1994, two unnamed 

· workers were arriving at the 
MoD's base at FOxhillin Bath. 

·."My passenger drew my at· 
tention to an unusual object in 
the · ·sk~" one man told the 
MoD's UFO desk. "During the 
~tter o! seconds lt was in 
sight We could determine 1t 

. WJlS-COloured silver, appeared · 
wingless and was travelling at 

·unusually high speed north 
westerly towards Bath. 

"Its apparent steep angle of 
descent was particularly no­
ticeable. Although 1t wu rain· 
ing ·a 11~e. visibU1ty was 
good," he added. 

The sighting obviously 
stuck with the witness because 
he chased up the MoD and 
demanded to know what had 
happened seven years later. 
with a Freedom of Information 
request. 

Another sighting concerned 
an MoD police officer based ~t 
Colerne in Wlltshlre in April 
2001. He was at home in Chip­
penham one night when he 

2000 
The year a taxi driver S<Ni a ball of 
light hovering above the ground 

saw three strange bright red 
lights ascending quickly in 
formation, being "pursued" by 
a small jet aircraft. 

"I was struck by tho fact that · 
I could clearly hear the engine 
of this aircraft, but not of mul· 
tlple alx:craft." he added. 

But perhaps the moat eerie 
sighting concerned a taxi 
driver in Somerset in 7000. 

After dropping off a fare he 
stopped near Somerton and 
watched as a white ball of light 
hovered about seven feet above 
a field near the road. . 

'Mer about a minute, it 
changed into a large, silver 
metal shining ball." the report 

said. ''A dark mist surrounded 
it and a blinding light sur· 
rounded the dark mist. It lit up 
the fences either s ide of the 
road. When he saw this object 
there was no birds around like 
there had been before he saw it. 
He fel1 quite frightened and 
drove quickly horne." 

The release of a new set of 
papers reveals that although 
the numbers of UFO sightlngs 
has gone dow"Il i:n recent years, 
from a peak in the 1960s and 
1970S, the kind of people flling 
reports has become, according 
to the MoD, more credible. 
• The rues reveal a student 
stunt sparked near panic one 
day in 1967 after mysterious 
flying discs appeared in fields 
in a dead straight line across 
the West one morning. 

For almost the whole day, it 
appeared the country was ex· 
perlencing some kind of alien 
invasion. with d iscs dis· 
covered in a line between Kent 
and Bristol - wttil bomb dis· 
posaJ officers took one apart 
and discovered the prank. 

One of the saucers was found 
in a fleld at Elm Tree Farm, 
near Chippenham in Wiltshire 
by the farmer, Roger J:ennings, 
while a second disc was found 
near Clevedon. A top aircraft 
expert from Bristol was 
summoned to examine that 
disc, while the Wiltshire one 

The MoD's 
answer to 
MP Manhew 
Taylor's 
Parliamentary 
question was 
'incomplete' 

was scoured by military chiefs 
from nearby RAF Colerne. 
• A flurry of UFO reports in , 
the early hours of April 16, 
1978, sent the RAF into a 
tailspin. 

The RAF launched an in· 
vestlgation into what wit· 
nesses saw after being 
bombarded with claims extra 
terrestrials were zipping 
across southern England from 
south west to north east. 

The 17 reports all covered 
the same time. 

Witnesses variously d.e· 
scribed the mystery object as 
cigar shaped; with lights cov· 
ering its base; white with an 
exhaust; and orange with a 
white cockpit. 
• Ministry of Defence chiefs 
withheld information about 
secret underground bases in 
the Wiltshire countryside 
dubbed 'Britain's Area 51' 
from a West MP. 

Cornish MP Matthew Taylor 
submitted a parliamentary 
question asking for a list of 
units and facilities at RAF 
Rudloe Manor, near Corsham, 
but received only a list of 
"above ground" activities. 

An MoD background note, 
released today, said; "The only 
d1ft1cult with questions of this 
nature is that we do not refer to 
the existence of an under· 
ground facility. 

"This is a defence install­
ation for usc in peace and war, 
and includes both civil and 
military communications. 

"In not referring to it, the 
answer is arguably Incom­
plete; nonetheless reference to 
it is not recommended. 

Last year, a similar release of 
papers revealed Rudloe 
Manor's work in co-ordinating 
UFO reports for the MoD, 

Clockwise from 
left. the fOfmer 
MoD OYmed site 
at Rudloe 
Manor, 
rumoured to be 
the UK's 'Area 
51'; 
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A iens have 
I nded • • • 

ALIEN spaceships under 
the sea might sound like 
the stuff of fiction, but a 
UFO researcher claims 
that an incident off the 
shores of Anglesey could be 
the best evidence yet of an 
infamous North Wales close 
encounter. 

By GERAINT JONES 
geralntjones@nwn.co.uk UFO en~husiast Russ Kellett near the site of the Berwyn Incident. wr.ich he 

However, UFO expert Russ 

Kellett said that a coastguard 
document backed his theory 
that one of three alien craft 
found off the coa~t of Angle~ey 
crashed into Lake Bala and 
caused the Berwyn Mountain 
incident January 23 1974. 

believes was caused by a UFO which was found ott Anglesey 

He ~aid : WThi~ infot·mation 
that I have unleashed is a sort 
of Holy GraiL The Ministrv of 
Defence released documents a. 
year ago and there was nothin~ 
about military activity." 

humanoid creat\tre.s, about five 
ft six inches tall. with grey skin 
and wore jump~uit~ with belt 
kits on them ." 

Russ added that the men 
watched the soliders load the 
aliens into a vehicle and dt;ve The researcher, who has 

investigated the UFOs for 23 
years, said that Lhe l\·brine 
Coastguard document revealed 
that a military exercise cal led 
Operation Photoflash was 
underway from Liverpool Bay 
to t.he :\'orth Wale~ coa!lt on thf~ 
ni~ht of the Berwyn Incident . 

awav. 
The researched believed that 

the MoD had not released the 
.information to prevent public 
panic 

He said : "You've got some· 
thing that travels about under 
the sea without detection and 
can fly. \Vhat a pice£> of engi· 
n<."Cring that is. · 1-"urlhtr to yc>~~ rn'{"''Y r~g11rdinj1 po~Jilolr UH.I ''ghtinss cor ctkrr inj,mnulrt•n ll~m •t 

norv ~huiwf thmrJ~h lht. informt~fio-,. that wr hm~ aullift~t>lt at tlri~ stnfi11n. nurr arr not 
.z grc111 ma1fy /~ l'v"l.~ ~rr for that ptrittd 1mJ I lun~ only han ablr fp fin. I MU: mtry1'/ 
lln!f Vd5CI'f inlrrt~t . [)unng lfiL /11ft 1Jft~m001f DrtJ rar/y t't.Ytlin~ of 13rtf January 1974 
111t'rr !t'it$ an tXtrci'>l' fmm Jnh!f.~""~ on lht /~It' of MDII. nrt aarisr ll'!JS tullf'd 
'rJ.otojln~h· nnJ CltO~Iguards wrrt ad:tli~d tc> ~rpt't I atlta~t ttn nircraft tniong 1"''' a11J :11 

ltMl SO Jla~lt,·s tfnywivr~ around tht L~~ 8ay ""a anJ tilt North Walr< CM5tlint . 
1 ,.tnliSt tlris j~ rn-l><IH!i liM !l.flAt ycu lt"'J"ing frr ""' it'• all I (11111(' ur with. c;.,,ry I 
,,,ulJPI't lv mNf kdr M•l I ""'utd lit inttrc!'trJ tc> ltC'Ilr rf ,'11'14 ~ltv your ""fl'lrry'" I 
."1t' r.l('("'c ~t-..r..t•tmf m , .... "·.,... r'f~n.t: ~('f'lltth:1fg ""Y"''I.( 

Ru~~. of f'iley, Yorkshire, 
beli1~ves that the OJH~ration 
used depth charges to locate 
one alien craft at Puffin lsland, 
another off the Anglesey coast 
and :~ further ship near 
Bango:. 

The spaceships then shot out 
of the sea and into the air. 

"People are going to get really 
worried. because this is what I 
call supeT technology." 

Russ also claims to have sev· 
eral fragments of one of the 
craft . 

Documents released by the 
~1oD last year support the the· 
ory that a meteor shower 
cau~ed the bright lights and 
earthqauke experienced by res. 
idents near the Berwvn 
Incident's epicentre at Bala 
Lake . An MCA letter documenting Operation Photoflash. 

Stretford & Urmston Messenger 
Feb.10, 2011 
England 

A UFO hotspot 
FOR the past ten years, the north of 
England was crowned the world,s 
top hotspot for UFO sighting~ 

It follows a string of strange 
objects in the northern sky being 
reported to the· Ministry of Defence. 

In February, 2008 a UFO had been 
spotted on several occasions over 
the skies of Trafford, when out of 
the blue a young woman noticed a 
cylinder-shaped object hovering 
over the Kingsway Park Primary 
School, Davyhulme. eventually 
zooming off in the direction of 
Irtam. 

Stephen Mera of Paranormal 
Investigators, who is also a UFO 
specialist, firmly believes that when 
we have reliable witnesses,, 
including airline pilots, and police, 
who report seeing these alie.n 
spacecraft, then we know we are 
not alone in an amazing universe. 

Barry Wild 

Russ said that a group of men 
discovered one of the silver fly. 
ing saucers while the alien~ 
emerged from one of the 
crashed ships on a roa d side 
near Llandrillo. 

HC' said : "They wcr<' slim 

North Wales Chronicle 
Mar. 4, 201 1 
England 

Crew's claims they saw 
a UFO are blown away 
SAILORS on a Portsmouth· 
based warship claimed to have 
seen a UFO but all evidence of 
the alien encounter was lost 
when the ship's log was 'blown 
overboard'. 

Previously secret documents 
released by the Ministry of 
Defence reveal sailors on Hl\-IS 
r .. -Ian.;ha~ter anct on·,cr Royal 
Navy ships reported seeing 
the imidentified aircraft off · 
the coast of Norway in the late 
1990s. 

But MoD investigators 
asked to locate a record of the 
sighting discovered the ship'~ 
log had been blown overboard 
while the ship was docked in 
Norway. 

Lord Hill-Norton. who was 
head of the Armed Forces from 
1973 to 1976, wrote to the MoD 
in September 2002 and asked if 
the department could confirm 

Ivlnnchester's UFO sighting. 
He y.rrote: ~pparently the 

ship encountered an uniden· 
tified craft during a naval 
exercise, with several hundred 
people in Ivianchester and 
other Hlv'l ships witnessing 
the event. At the same time, 
personnel on a Norwegian 
na·.:~! ;.;~ip tr.?.d:cd the ')bjoct 
on radar and were openly 
dis<.:ussing the incident on the 
Operations Rooms communi­
cations network. 

Lord Bach. who was asked 
to investigate the claims. 
replied to Lord Hill-Norton: 
'The log was positioned, as 
is the custom, at the head of 
the gangway when the vessel 
was alongside in port. and an 
unusually strong gust of wind 
carried it overboard.' 

No explat1ation was given 
for what the sailors saw. 



UFOs close encounters and . 
. . .·· .. 

'alien abduction' files released 
DOCUMENTS SHOW PHENOMENON DISCUSSED AT HIGHEST LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT 

Scottish Sunday Post 
(Series) 
Feb.6,2011 
Scotland 

'Abductee' 
.-·· honoured 

at UFO · 
·convention 

By Bob Smyth 

. A SCOT who claims 
he was·abducted by 
aliensJs to be guest of 
honour at a confer· 
ence for UFO buffs . . 

~;\ Ganj Wood and 
:· Colin Wright claimed 

they-were driving in, • 
West Lothian in 1992 
when a spaceship hov­
ered in front of them. 
· ·They said they were 

~ beamed on board, . 
-.Stripped and examined 
.by strange creatures 

;:before being sent back, 
:::-to Earth. 
· · The amazing story · 
-the A70 Incident­
sparked a sensation. 
· . Gar.ry said he· saw a · 

small being with a 
) :hlldlike body and a · · 
·large pear-shaped 
.J lead with black eyes .. 
:/ He recalled lying 
·,·naked with two small 
.. creatures at the foot of 
~ the table, one holding 
a bright diamond-

. shaped object. which 
·pulsated with an or· 
ange light. 
· . The creature then 
began moving the dia- .. 
mond over his body. 
· .Both men came back 
frOm their close en-

:'tounter with :scars~ ·· · 
f;:~A film about the · . 
' biZarre evenf fs beiilg 
. ~ade. . 
: _. ·,Now, Garry ls to 
; take part in a confer-
ence run by UFO Ma­

. trlx magazine. · 
-~· -· lt celebrates 
~59 years of close en­
' counters. 
;~.:~Garry will appear 
alonp1de Scots UFO 
·iriVe5tigator.Malcolm · . 
-Robinson at the event 
. in Pontefract; West 
Yorkshire, in October~ 

BY JOHN FAHEY 

Military sightings ofUFOs, an 4'alien abduction,, 
1 and an unidentified aircraft shadowing a 
i Lancaster bomber feature among thousands 
1 of close-encounter documents released by the 
! National Archives today. I The extra-terrestrial files re- j • A man w~o believed he 
i veal how the phenomenon ' may have been abducted by 
1 was discussed at the highest l aliens after seeing an unusual 
· level of government and l aircraft . one evening and 

security services worldwide, ; experiencing a period of 
including at the UN, the CIA l Il1issin$ time. 
and. was even the subject of a J The tranChe of files also de­
debate in the House of Lords 1 tail the freedom of infonna­
in January 1979. l tion requests and letters from 
_ The previously classified j ''persistentet}quirers"thatled 
files reveal that in 1977 the .

1 
to the MoD opening the UFO 

government used its inilu- · files fortbeiirst time. 
ence to talk down a call by ~ Dr David Clarke, a~or of 
Grenada president Sir Eric l the book 'Ibe UFO Files and 
Gairy for a UN agency to con· ! senior lecturer in journalism 

I ductresearcll into UFO sight- : at Sheffield Hallam Univer· ! ings. l sity, said: "I was one of the 
! Sir Eric's withdrew his pro~ ! MoD's most persistent cor­
l posal but continued his cam- { respondents and eventually 
II paign for a full UN debate on l persuaded MoD and other 

UFOs - calling on the UN j government departments to 
I General Assembly to make l ~ release their information on 
'1 1978 "the year of the UFO". this perplexing and oontro-

One of the 35 files shows 15 versial subject." 
unidentified aircraft were Today's release is the 
detected on rad.ar approach· ,. largest discl~:>of .d~­
ing the UK between January l ments so"tar by The NatiQnal . 
and July 2001 ·in the months1• Arcbives:: 'fhe ~~ ·contain , 
lea~ng up tt>J)/11.' i over 8,500 pages of UFO 

The Ministry of Defence 
received just on~ UFO report 
on September n itself. 

Other higbllghts include: 
e Claims tb.e Home Of:fi.ce 
had emergency procedures 
for dealing with landed and 
crashed satellites and UFOs. 
• us policy files on UFOs, 
including CIA · papers 
discussing. the use of UFO 
reports for "psychological 
warfare". 
• An alleged UFO sighting by 
the crew ofHMS Manchester 
off the roast of Norway and 
~aw-~ ~J9sl?:ook ;~~ 
the mcidelit oo)lld ··not Uf.: recovered :- ' -~, 

.• 

sightings and reports, colour 
photographs and drawinp, 
RAF investigations, unusual 
radar d~ops, ,parlianieh­
tazy briefings and documents 
on government policy on 

. UFOs. 
The files show how· the 

workload of the. UFO desk.at 
the MoD inci:eased by 50% 
during 1996/97, due to 1Iledia 
interest around the 50th an­
niversary of the Roswell in­
clden:t The files are available 
to download for free for a 
month from www.national 
arehi~~- · ··· . ., _·· .. 
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SIGHTtNGS: A drawing of a·'spacesbtp' ereatlng crop dtcles 

Aberdeen Press & Journal (Series) 
Mar. 3, 2011 
Scotland 
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MoD 'X-Files' reveal nation's odd sightings 1 

WEIRD AND WONDERFUL OBJECTS SEEN SOARING IN THE SKIES ABOVE SCOTLAND I 
BY STACEY HORNE .!1J.... 1 0 .•··. . . I th···.em on November ···s; I o 1\ n · J ' ~ o..r ~.) . . · , 1990. · ! 

SAUCER-shaped objects, J ~'J/J! U-...t :o- ·~ ~. . (.....Jk ._, ~· 1 An Aberdeen UFO e;xpert, 
bright lights, ~jellyfish" · ~ d · '\'ho has studied the subject 
and balls of fire are among for inore ·than 50 years, .said 
dozens of mysterious sight- there has been many more 
lngs in Scotland detailed ln sighting's in the north-east 
the UK Government's newly than the reports show. 
released X-files. · Iah lkylor, of Aberdeen's 

The Ministry of Defenre • 1 r, f) J.. ~..n west end; · said: -rhere baS 
documents include reports of .bn J.*- ~~~ ~ t;;;.~~ • • beetlinanf more slgbtings in 
weird and Wo11derful sight· c71-A- ·''-" :-· · ··'\11': ~.:.-·.--..... · -~ ::~~~~ , ~ ~- ·--~ .. ·~ ~.· een ... ·~1he last two 
ings, drawings, ~om of in- 2 ~ ~-~~ rl\ ·;~ _ .}~ .. ~ \ o..,v.; ". ··· ~;:·c- ~- .~ . ··.- :!··.·.~.w:-~:1\,.~·-~. ·~- ~,-M·d.-.6,91 ... 
funnation requests and "an ~·~-~-:- ···' .r · ~ - . ·,·J· • .. · . ·. · · s~utlgSm~wau : 
allen abduction". A 'sf)a<:e$hi.P!,~ held ln Th8 National Atdllws. ~. ,,. don,·~~tryin the 

The thousands of pages of • world is fretr Of tbls. 
declassified material include fore ascending . vertically j Other sightings include a ·~ink abOut the mnnber 
a report of''three bright lights upwards at high speed. It 1 '"huge white ball that was of people ln a city the size of 
forming a trian.gJe, hovering, .

1 

happened at Calvine in Perth ' glowing - looked like a flying Aberdeen at night walking .... . 
not moving" at Stoue.ltaven in and Kinross. i ·jellyfish" in East Kllbride and around staring at their mo-
2003. · , Atnongthedrawf.ngssentto i ·a ·~offirewitha tail five to bilephonerathertbanthesky 

In Dundee in 2002 some- ~ the MoD Is one of a flying 1 seven times the diameter of above them. It is itnPQrtant 
one reported seeing strange saucer-shaped object seen 1· the balr' in Edinburgh. that people are really aware 
red and white lights through from Craigluscar Reservoir, AnRAFTomadopilotsawa of what they are looking at. 
their curtains-and then "there f just outside Dunfennline, in ! UFO when flying through I There is a lot. of stuff gQingon 
was a solid red beam outside j February in 1994. The artist ! Dutch airspace ovet: the , up . there but it is a case of 
the window for .about five to j who submitted the report said j North Sea The crew 'were i being in the right place at ft?.e 
10 seconds". 1 he heard a hlll1UJling noise , returning from the UK to I right time and reporting ae-

Another report, dated 1990, i and saw a metallic a:aft with 1 RAF Laarbruch in Germany I curately what they see." 
said there was a large di- i severalpoin1sofdiffusedlight 1 w·hen the object "as MrThylorsaid he believeS 
amond-shaped UFO hover- I on its underside inside a dark.- I big as a Cl30 Hercules plane,. r his firstsightingwaswhen he 
ingforaboutlOminutesbe- I er-rolouredrim. 1 appeared in front of I wasjustfiveyears. 

The Daily Telegraph 
Mar. 3, 2011 
England 

Alien 'invasion' Secret UFO files show how police were·fooled by student stunt 
The police, Army and intelll(Jence 
services were called out after a 
student hoax convinced members 
of the public that Britain was belnq 
Invaded bV aliens. newtv released 
secret files disclose. 

F'ow pollee force.s..a. ~ 
~unit and military . 
tnteiKQence were ~le.rted after six 
Ufffing Saucers" wert ft:wd In-a­
nn. across 5QUthem England. · 

It was not untll hours later that 

examNtlon of the objects showed students from F'amborough t discussed at the ttlghest level of Eric Galry, the prime minister of 
they were a practical joke by Tecmlcal Colleqe, was unc:overed government and In .security Gr~a. for the UN to conduct 
~ studeots. when explosives experts opened services worldwide, including at the research Into UFOs. He also called 

The stunt, which took place In · one of the objects. UN and CIA. and was the subject of on the UN General Assembly to 
1967. Is dOcUmented tri secret UFO. 'fhe, files. Bttta1n's JarQest release a debate In the House of Lords. make 1978."the veer of the UFO". 
fllesrelea~t>yThe . ,.:o(documen. . tsont~~norma~ ln . .J~ t979,p!JrlQQth~ . Therecordsatsolndudeareport 
National Arc~'Th!y shoW tJiat .. :~~·~ mllibiYSk)hflngs of wt~: of 015cont'ent::ttie Lotm"' · from a man who believed he may 
ea:rtv In~ mornlng of Sept 4 the unldentlfled. fiY,Ing ob}e<:H, a broke off from dlswsslng lndustrial have been abducted by aftenS after 
po11ce and RAF'recelved report$ of claimed ar.en.abductlon in London .. . ~latioi}S to ta~bout.f_lylng . .. . ~~. an unosual aircraft one 
six smart "flyinQ saucers" In a One··· · ancra L.ancaster borilber belnq · ·. ·~~uem, The fHe5aJso show tfliat·lir~' ~then eXpeflenting a period 
from the Bristol Channel to the Isle shadowed by a mysterious aircraft. . December 1977 •. the government oi.·\hi$Slng time ... 
of Sheppey In Kent The joke, by The UFO~ was had to talk down a proposal by Sir Richard Alleyne 
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A hump-backed hoax: 

Was the 'monster' spotted gliding 
through Lake Windermere no more 
than an old tyre? 

By Abul Taber 
March 6, 2011 Scotland 

The mysterious form moving through the water 
appeared the most tantalising proof yet of the 
creature dubbed the English Loch Ness Monster. 

Displaying four humps, it was described as being 
the 'size of three cars' by two witnesses 
kayaking on Lake Windermere in Cumbria. 

They said it moved at about 15mph before 
disappearing beneath the water after about 20 
seconds. 

Truth surfaces: The split tyre (below) may 
explain the mystery of the 'Bowness Monster' 
of Windermere (above) 

The photo, taken by Tom Pickles, 24, on a 
mobile three weeks ago, appeared in newspapers 
and became an internet sensation. It seemed to 
confirm eight other sightings of the 'Bowness 
Monster', named after a town on Windermere's 
banks. 

But last week a family found something by the 
lake which casts suspicions on the existence of 
the beast - a large tyre cut open which when 
floating on water looks rather like the four­
humped creature. 

'We were walking in the area where the picture 
was taken and suddenly saw this tyre cut open 
lying on the footpath. I thought, "This looks like 
the creature," ' said John Phillips, 46, who was at 
Windermere for the half-term break with wife 
Liz and their three daughters. 

Mr Phillips, of Solihull, West Midlands, threw 
the tyre into the water and said he was stunned 
by the resemblance to the photo. 
'If you looked at this tyre floating from a 
distance, it did look a Nessie-like creature,' he 
said. 

'But in the original picture there was a wave of 
water behind the creature, which suggested it 
was moving at speed. I think it was being pulled 
with a rope by a person or a boat. I don't want to 
ruin anyone's fun, but maybe this tyre is the 
Bowness Monster.' 

IT worker Mr Pickles, from Shrewsbury, was 
kayaking with colleague Sarah Harrington, 23, 
on a company team-building exercise near the 
lake's Belle Isle when they saw the monster 
200ft from them. 

He said at the time: 'At first I thought it was a 
dog, then I saw it was much bigger and moving 
really fast. Its skin was dark black or browny and 
like a seal's, but its shape was not like any 
animal I've ever seen.' 

The tyre Mr Phillips found is black and he said 
its tread gives it a 'leathery' look from a 
distance, resembling the skin of a seal or a 
snake. 

But Mr Phillips's photo of the tyre has failed to 
convince everyone. 

Thomas Noblett, 48, who runs a hotel in 
Windermere, said he got up close to Bownessie 
in 2009. He said he was swimming with a friend 
in the lake at 6.30am when he felt a sudden force 
brush past his legs. 

'I felt something really big and powerful go past 
me and at first I thought it was a boat engine,' he 
said. 'Then as it went past, all my friend and I 
saw were very big waves, and then it 
disappeared.' 

He has since scoured Windermere with a sonar 
boat in search of Bownessie, and knows three 
people who claim to have sighted her. 

'I am not convinced by the tyre explanation and I 
still believe there is a creature out there,' he 
added. 

Nigel Wilkinson, of Windermere Lake Cruises, 
claimed Bownessie in Mr Pickles' photo is a 
group of otters. 

He added: 'The problem with the tyre theory is 
that if it is a hoax, you don't normally leave the 
evidence behind, lying around.' 
Mr Pickles told The Mail on Sunday yesterday: 
' I don't want to say anything more about this.' 
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Along Route 74 Thomas Byers shows how a 
creature growled at him. 

Golden Valley Church Road, Bostic NC 
Friday, Mar 25 2011 

By Jeff Melton 

Thomas Byers of Shelby points to the area where he saw 
something cross the road. 

Shelby resident Thomas Byers believes this figure spotted on 
a rural road outside Bostic could be a sasquatch. 

Photos submitted by Thomas Byers 

Shelby resident Thomas Byers believes this figure spotted on 
a rural road outside Bostic could be a sasquatch. 

BOSTIC -Tufts of bushy brown fur. Thick, powerful legs 
supporting a stocky frame. If it wasn't Knobby, Thomas Byers 
thinks the Cleveland County bigfoot has a close cousin. 

The Shelby native says he saw an apelike creature dart across the 
road during a trip through the hills below South Mountains State 
Park Tuesday evening. Byers and friend Carolyn Wright had 
planned to watch for paranormal phenomena at an old church 
graveyard when the shrouded, shuffling figure crossed their path. 
"She was hollering, 'What is it, what is it?' and I couldn't even 
speak," Byers said. "It was the most amazing thing I've ever seen. 
It looked like it was about 300 pounds and it was somewhere 
close to 7 feet tall. It came out of the field and came through the 
briars and bushes onto the road." 

Byers snapped photographs and recorded a brief video of the 
sighting with a pocket digital camera. As is often the case with 
footage of the camera-shy sasquatch, Byers' film is blurry and 
indistinct. He said the darkening sky made clearer pictures 
impossible, but he's convinced the creature was genuine. 
"I saw its private parts," he said. I don't think it was anybody in a 
suit or anything like that. It was definitely male." 

Could it be Knobby? 

Byers made his discovery on Golden Valley Church Road outside 
Bostic in northeastern Rutherford County, not far from the 
Cleveland County line. Cleveland has a history of bigfoot 
sightings dating back four decades. 

In the late 1970s, residents reported more than a dozen sasquatch 
sightings near Carpenter's Knob north of Casar. A reporter 
dubbed the creature Knobby, and the legend lay dormant until 
June 2010, when Casar resident Timothy Peeler called 911 to 
report seeing an apelike creature. 

There are several key discrepancies between the two recent 
sightings, however. Peeler said the sasquatch he saw was at least 
I 0 feet tall with a white-gray beard. Byers' bigfoot stood 3 feet 
shorter and had darker hair. 

"I've heard all the legends about Knobby," Byers said. "I've heard 
people talking about it. I don't know about a blond one, but I 
know there's a brown one. He was alive and well and in bad need 
ofa bath." 

Walks like a man 

Byers believes the creature he saw scampering across the road 
was a new primate species. But an animal ecologist who analyzed 
his video said the blurry figure is likely more man than beast. Dr. 
James English, professor of zoology at Gardner-Webb 
University, said the "bigfoot" has the gait of a human. 

"There's nothing about this that makes me believe that it's 
anything but a person," English said. "This isn't evidence that is 
in any way convincing. It's just a picture of something walking 
upright." 

English said the figure in Byers' video has a limp that makes it 
appear as if its right leg is injured. Though the video is grainy and 
texture is difficult to determine, the professor said he didn't 
necessarily see hair. 

"There's a shade of blue on his lower torso that looks like blue 
jeans," English said. "I'm not going to say it's obviously anything 
because it's such a poor picture." 

Bigfoot sightings have persisted for generations, but most 
scientists say believers haven't met the burden of proof. Photos, 
videos and footprints can be faked, but a sasquatch corpse - or 
even bones- would provide credible evidence of existence. 
"Just because you don't find one doesn't mean it doesn't exist," 
English said. "It would be pretty extraordinary. I couldn't say it's 
impossible; I would just say that it's extremely unlikely." 

Up close and personal 

While Byers' video may invite skepticism, the retired Navy petty 
officer first class said his face-to-face encounter with the creature 
left little room for doubt. 

Smoke streamed from the mountaintops in the distance as a 
prescribed burn consumed dead brush. Byers said the fire was 
flushing wildlife out ofthe woods, and he and Wright had 
stopped along the roadside to see deer and rabbits running across 
the road when they saw the strange creature. 

"It turned around, threw up its arms and snarled at me," Byers 
said. "It was real pissed off. I could see its teeth. I could see every 
detail of it." 

Byers said he was 15 to 20 feet away from the bigfoot. Even from 
that distance, he noticed a pungent odor. "There was a horrid 
smell like decay," he said. "It was a cross between roadkill and a 
skunk." 

What the creature lacked in hygiene, ·however, it made up for in 
agility. Byers said the sasquatch scaled a hill on the other side of 
the road in mere seconds. "It was a lot faster than any man," he 
said. "It was just as fast or faster than a deer." 

He knows not everyone will believe his bigfoot encounter was 
genuine. But if the sighting was staged, Byers said he's not in on 
the joke. 

"I have nothing to profit from for it to be a hoax," he said. "I'm 
open to the possibilities, but I think it was real." 


