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ejected from the craft at some point before it exploded.
These,had fallen to earth about two miles east ol’ the wreckn~:e
site. All four were dead and badly decomposed due to action

¯ by predators and exposure to the elements during, the approx-
imately one ~eek t~e p~od. ~ch ~d elapsed before their
dtscove;7. I special scientific te~ took c~r~e of removtn,~
these ~o~tes for s~dy. (See Attachment "C".) The ~ec~.~e
of the craft was also removed to s~e~l different ]ocation..
(See Attao~ent "B".) Clvtll~ ~d mlllta~ ~tnesses in
the area were debrlefed~ and news reporters were siren the
~ffective cover s~o~ that the object had been ~ mts~lded
weather research balloon. .
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A covert analyticaleffort organized by Gen. T~ining and
~’..,.~Y) ¯ Dr. Bush acting on the direct orders of the President, res-
~ ~ .’ t~ i~l -. ¯ . ’ "
~.::,:,.~f..?~:.;

ulted in a prell~i~-~.ry concensus (19 September, 1947) that
~:;~.’...!~ .~.::..] the disc was most likely a short range reconnaissance craft.

This concluoion was ’based for the most part on the craft’s

b~c’4.;:’~:,,..:.L~,L,:.,.fl size and the apparent -lack of az~V-,identifiable provisionlnK.
....... ¯ ,...,~:. .....

..,~e.~:~;:::s 4’Z~,%;~I ......................................~" ............~ee A~ ~ac~en~ "D".      ) .. A. e~tlar a~lyeis of. the four dead
~.., ’. ,~J~ ~:.

¯
,~;,~....:~ .occupants was arranged by Dr., Bro,~. It was the tentative
~.~5 ’~’~ conc lus i on ’o f" th’is "~oup: ~( 30:’ N0vemb er, ’ 1947 ) t hat a I thouRh

,.<~,~ . these creatures are .h~an-lIke in.appearance, the blolo~ic~l

~q.;?~#~:~l " and evolutionary p~q.cesses"responslble for their development
.̄~, ~ ~                                                                                . ¯       ..~,,.,. ,.,...~1               ha~ anparentl~ been quite different from those obse~ed or

c.,~,~};~ nostulated In homo-sap~ens~::"Dr Bronk’s te~ has suggested

~ .....~=~" ~e ~op~e~ ~ ~e et~nd~ {e~-o~ ~ete£e~e ~o~ ~eee
the term ,,Extra-terrestrial: Biological Entities", or "E~Es",

creatures until such ~me.as, a"more definitJ.ve desiKnation
can be a~,reed upon. ".: ’.:~’-: ¯ -

"~ . ,~.t    . .- ’" : . ".. "

’ �heft .~e¢ here,¯ H~£e w~e ~nd remains ~ pos~i.bi~i~y~ ~¢hough
’. some ~e~en~isCs, mo~¢ notably ~, Hen~e~ eon~ider ~ more

~ke~7 ~ha~ ~e ~e. de~Zl.ng v~h be~n~ from
eye�era en¢i£e].~, - ¯             ...

~e£oue ex~m~Ees of ~h~ appea~ ~o be a fo~
~ere fo~d tn �he ~eek~e. Sffor~e ~o decipher ~heee have

.": £e~ined l~£~ely ~sueoessfu~. (See A~ehmen¢
gq~].y un~ueceestu~ h~ve been et~oP~ ~o de~e~ine

of ~he pove£ so~ee involved, Beseareh ~]on~ ~heae
h~e ~een complicated b~ �he eomp~eCe~b~ence

propulsion and ~uid~nce~ ae well aa ~ 1oral

.eomponen¢c. {See A¢~e~men¢_ aP".). ~ l~ ~ed ~h~
propuZaton ~l~ v~e eo~pEeCe~y destroyed by ~he

...
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A need for as much addItlona! Informatlon as possible shout
these cr~ft, their p.erformanoe characteristics and their¯
purpose led to the Undertakinf known as U.S. Air Force Project
SION In December, 1947. Inorder to preserve security, llason
between SIGN and M@~est!c:12.was.limited to two individuals

" within the Intell.i~ence Division of .Air Materiel Command whose
.’~+~ role was to pass.alon~:.’certa!n./types of informat~lon through

channels. SION ,evolved into¯ project GRUDGE in December, Ig48.
U:.: ?he operation is currentlybelng conducted under the codename
";~. BLUE BOOK, with¯ liason maintaln~d through the Air Force officer
+:"+ who is head of the p~o~ect,--"’.-:i-.~,..":: -.
’~’.2<.~ . ¯

..; -     ..... ~-~,j,~, . ¯ -

¯
. ¯ : ’+,+" ." i+’,’":;;:- ’: :’~ ’ "
¯ ; .... ~ .:,:,+,~,-,’( ¯

On 06 December, 1950;.’~a+ 8edbnd 0b~ec+, probably of similar
~ orig.,in, tmp~cted.the,~arth.at h£~,~ speed in the Zl ~ndio -

.., .Ouerrero area of .~he~exap.-:Mexican boder after followln~

@ ’
-a lon~+ traJectory.tP~ro.ugh.:¢~e atmosphere. By the time .a
search team arrive~,:"wh~t remalned..of the object had been almost

y .inci~erated., ."-~’SU~ m~t.eris!+as could, be recovered wa~
transported to" .t~ .A.E+C:~:’,f~.il1~y :a.t S~ndla, New Ne~Ico, for

Implications +.fOr ;+he ~ational S+ourlty are of con’ttnulng im-

,,~ portance in that the mot.l~+e~ and ultimate intentions+ of these
’ .+..... visitors remain �omp.letely "tmknown. In addltlon, a sl~nlflc~nt

., :.’ ., ..upsurge in the survell’Innce::actl~ity of these craft beginning
- tn.~ay and continuing throuF-.h the autumn of this year has caused

..-... considerable noncern.that.new developments.may be imminent.
". It is-for these reasons, as well as the obvious Internation~l

and technoloRlcal considerations and the ultlm~te need to
r,+. avold a public panlc at all costs, ’that. the Majestic-12 Group

remains of the unanimous Opinion that lmposltion of the
strictest sec-urity.precau~ions, should continue without lnte~-

F.;., ¯ .ruptlon into-the new administration, At the sF~le time, con-
’.~: .-,..:-,,, ’ tln~ency plan MJ-lg49-04P/78 (TopSecret - P~.s Only) should
" : " ~ : ;L’ ’: ’’ be held in continued readiness should the need to mmke a

. ,.4 publ.lc announcement .present ~.tself,.} (See Attachment "O". )
$++~:._+q +. , ¯.     .. . +.

;+., ",.r ~" ’ . :.     .+. , , . .."

..~ ... ..

.],
,i , ,., _,,,.. :, +,r:: ,+.,., +.., +..,,, .. ;, .,.,,(...~,> ~’~!";:.,:. ~:~-:,+ .. +    ,, .

,. " ¯ + " " ~-’++~, -’ " + " : :+" ’, "; ~’.,..-’~-    " ’ .- ,+ "’.£+," " + + . , .t

¯ ’ . ".,- .... +-’."..’: J":;,’:’~’"P:,,’+’~!~.~,+’:Y+,.:,’~+,’+;,-+ : --b: .+-+" i,., ....... + . , .+ . . .... /



~ES oNlY

EYES ONLY

coP~ ONE OF ONE.

.ATTACI~E~T ;..Operation Majestic-l,? Status
Report #2. 51 JAN ’48,.

-" (TS-MAJ~C/EO)

"A TTACHMENT "G" .... ....Operatlon Majestlc-]2 ConSinff, ency
Plan MJ-1949-O4P/78: 31 JAN ’49.
(TS-aAJXC/ZO)

*ATTACI[MENT ,,H,,.... ,...Operation Majestic-12, Maps and
, . Photographs Foil() (Extractions).

.. ( TS-HAJI C/ZO )
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THE WHIT~ HOUSE

WAS ~4 l N G TO N

September 2~, 19&7.

~EMORANDU~I FOR: TKEI SECRETARY OF. DEFENSE

Dear Secretary Forrestals

As per our re~ent"-:iconversation on this matter,
you are hereby-authorized to proceed with all due
speed and caution upon your undertaking. Hereafter
~his ~tter shall.:be *-referred to only as Ope~tion

I t continuer"tO be ~ feeling that any future
considerations relative ~o~he ultt~e
of this ~tter should.rest solely with the Office
of the President. following appropriate discussions
with you~elf; Dr.:Bush and the Director of Central
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BRIEFING DOCUMENTI. OPERATION NAJE~TIC 12
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mechanically

WAR~ING’.’. Th:[s is"~.TO~.’I8"~RET,.;-EYES ONLY doc~ent con~alnln~.. .    ...;~#<.<...~.. ~.~ .’~ :.:~- ~.. . .....
com~r~tallzed info~ion essen~i~ ~o %he na~io~l security

of %he UnIYed S~ates. :~~O~Y ACC~S ~o ~he materlal herein

18 strictly limited to~’~hose’ possessing Majestic-12 clearance

level. Reproduction in!~ fo~ or ~he ~akinz of ~i~en or

~r~scrlbed~o~es is e~ric~ly forbidden.

¯ T 0 P: ,,C~R~: /-- M A J I C
E~ES. ONLY

T52-EXE~.PT (E)



EYES ONLY
COPY ONE OF ONE.

SUBJECT: OPERATION MAJESTIC.-12. P~j~IMINARY BRIEFING ~OR
P~ESIDENT-ELECT EISEN~OWER.

DOCUMENT I~F~ARED 18 NOVEMB~, 1952.

BRIEPING OFEIOER: ADM. ROSCOE H. HILLEN OETTER (MJ-I)

NOTE: This document has been prepared, as a preliminary briefin~
only. It should be regarded as introductcry to a full operations
briefin~ intended to follow,

OPERATION MAJESTIC-12 is a TOP SECRE~ Research and Development/
Intelli~:ence operation responsible directly ~d only to the

~    " President of the United States. Operations of the project are
"~’""" carried out under con~r01 of theM aJestic-12 (Ma~ic-12) Group;""

" which was established by s~ecial classified executive order of
, " .~~ President Truman on 24 September, 1947, upon recommendation by

;.i~.)ii, i/~iii...~,~A~,Vannevar Bush and Secretary James Forrestal. (See Attachment
-, .., . :..~... ) Members of the MaJestic,!2.Group were designated as follows:

Adm. Roscoe
Dr. Vannevar Bush.

The death of Secr@tary Porrestal on 22 May, 1949, created
a vacancy which remained unfilled until Ol August, !950,upon
which da~e Gen, Walter B. Smith was designated as permanent
replacement.
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On 24 June, 1947, a civilian pilot flying over the Cascade
Mountains in the State of Washington observed nine flyin~
dlsc-shaped aircraft ~travelin.g~In formation at a. high rate
of speed. Althoieh t~-i~2~ot the first known siehtin~
of such objects, it was the first to cain widespread attention
in the ~c~u:b_-lic-me-d~ia~. Hundreds of reports of sightln~s of
similar o~t~--f~l’lowed. Mar~y of these came from hi~.h~!y~
cnedi:,ble ml]Itary and clvilian.sources. These reports[~e~-

~ul~t~d~>in independent .efforts by several different elem~nXs
o~fU:t~ military to ascertain the nature and purpose of these.
objects in the interests of national defense. A number of
witnesses, were interviewed and there were several unsuccessful
attempts to ~-~ aircraft in efforts to pursue reported
discs in flight. Public reaction bordered on near hysteria

In shits.of these.efforts, little of substance was learned
about the objects until a local.rancher reported that one
had crashed in a remote region of New. Mexico located approx-
imately seventy-five miles northwest of Roswell Army Air
Base(now Walker ~ield).

On 07 July, 19~,7, a secret operation was beAn~n to assure
recovery, of the wreckage of this object for scientific study.
Durin~ the course of this operation, aerial reconnaissance
discovered:that four small human-like bein,~s had apparently
ejected from the craft at some point before it exploded.
These had fallen to earth about two miles east of the wreckage
site. All four-were dead and badly decomposed due to action
by predators and exposure to the elements durin~ t~e approx-
imately one week time period which hadelapsed before their
discovery.. A special scientific team took char.~e of removing,
these bodies, for study. (See Attachment "C’~. ) The wreckage
of the craft was also removed to Several different locations.
(See<Attachment "B".) Oivilian and military witnesses in
the: area were debriefed, and news report.ers were ~iven the
eff~.ctive cover story, that the object had been a mi_s~uided
weather research balloon.
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A. covert analytical effort organized by Gen. Twining an..d-~-~

~D~___.--Bush    ¯    on the direct orders of ~he Preside~t,~

t~isc was most likel~va~shor~ range reco~aissance craft.
This conclusion was based ~or the most part on the craft’s
size ~nd the apparent ]ack of any identifiable pr.ovisionln~.
(See Attac~ent "D".) A similar analysis of the four dead
Occupants was arranged by Dr. Bro,~. It was the tentative
�onclusicn o~ this Rroup (30 November, ]q4v) that although
these creatures are h~an-like In appearance, the biolo<ic~l
an~ evolutionary processes res.pons~ble for their development
has a~oarent]y been quite different from those obseNed or
oostulate~--In-homo=aaplens-.~ Dr. Bronk’s ¯team has su~zeste~

he adopf ~$~tA~-d~rd te~ of ~eferenoe fo~ these
c~eatu~es ~tll such fine as a mo~e deflnit1~e desi~tion
cad he a~eed upon.

Since it is virtually certain that these craft do not origin-
ate in. any country On earth, considerable speculation has
centered around what theirpoint of crib.in might be and how
they ~.et here. Mars was and remains a possibility, although
some scientists, most notably Dr. Menzel, consider it more
likely that we are"~ dealing with beings from another solar
system entirely. :

Numerous examo!es of what appear to be;’a form of writinK
were found in the wr.eckage. Efforts to decipher these have
remained largely unsuccessful. (See Attachment "E". )
Equal]y unsuccessful have been~.efforts to determine the
method of .propulsion or the nature or method of transmi..sion
of the oower source involved. Research a].on~ these lines
has been complicated by the complete absence of i~entifiab]e
wln~s, pro~el.lers, jets, or other conventlons[ methods oC
propulsion and g.uidance, as we]] as a total lack of metallic
wiring, vacutun tubes, or similar recognlza~le ~lectronlc
componentc. (See Attachment "F". ) It is assumed that the
propulsion unit was completely destroyed by the explosion
which caused the crash,

TOP SECRET
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A riced for as much addItlo.na] ~nformation as noss%ble ~bout
these craft, their nerformance chavacter~stics and their
p,,rpose led to the undert~kin~ kno~ as U.S. Air ~oree Project
SiGN in Dec.ember, I~7. In order to .presage security, ]Jason
.b=tween SIGN. and Majestic-12 WaS limited to two individuals
within the Intelligence Divlsion of Air~a:[~Command whose
role was to pa~ slo.n;{ eer%’aln, types of ~f~ion throu¢~h "
ehanmela. SIGN evolved ~nto Project GRU~E in D~cember,
The.operation i~~~tly being conducted ~der the code n~me .
SLUm ROOK, Wlth~~q~ma~n~aln6d throu6h the Air Force officer
who is head of ~ect. -

COPY ONE OF ONE.

.t.

On 06 December, lqSO, a second object, probably ::of-similar
ori.~ln, impacted the’ ~.arth at hi,~.h sge.ed~-~n the "El Indio ~
Ouerrero area of the Texas -Mextean~after-.followtn+:
a lon~. trajectory throu~.h the atmosphere," ~y the time a -
search team arrived,, what remained of the object had been almost
totally ~ncinerated. Such material as ¯could be recovered was
transported to the A.E.C. facility. at Sandia, New Me~ico, for
study.

.{
Implications for the.Natlonal Security are of continuing im-
portance in that. the motives andultimate~lntentions of these
visitors remain completely unknown. In addition, a significant~
upsurge in the Surveillance activity of these, craft beginning,

¯ in May and continuin~ through t~he autumn of this year has caused
considerable concern that new developments.may be ~mminent.
It is for-these reasons, as well as the obvious international
and technolo.:,ical considerations and the ultimate need to
avoid a pub].]c’panic at all costs, that the Majestic-12 Cro:uP
remains of the unanimous opinion .that imposition of the
strictest security precautions should continue without inte’r-
ruptlon into the .new adminlstrat~on. At the s:~me time, con-
tin;~,ency plan MJ-Iq~9-O4P/78 (Top Secre~t.- Eyes Onl.v) should
he held in continued readiness ’should the need to make
public announcement present Itself. (See Attachment."G".)

ONLY
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.ATTAC.~rMENT "A"... ..... Special Classified.E×~-c’utive: .
Order #092447. (TS/EO)

*ATTAC.RNENT "B".... .... Operation MaJestlc-12 Status
Reoort #I, Part A. 30 NOV ’47.
( TS-Va ~ ~ C/S’O )

*ATTACHMENT "C"... .... ,Operation- Majestic-12 S{atus
Report ~I. Part B. 30 NOV ’~7.
( TS-~J IC/EO )

,*ATTACHMENT "D" ........ Operation Majestic-12 Prellminary
Analytical Report. 19 SEP ’47.
(TS-MA~IC/~O)

*ATTACHMENT "E"..,..,..0peration MaJestic-12 Blue Team
";. Report #5. 30 JUN.’5-2.

( TS-NA a I oleo ) -

*ATTACHMENT "?". ¯ ¯ 2...,Operation Majestic-12 Status
Report #2. 31 JAN ’48.
( TS-N~A J I C/EO )

*ATTACHMENT "G"...... ¯ .Operation Majestic-12 Contingency
Plan MJ-Ig49-O4P/78: 31 JAN ’49.¯
( ~s-~a ~ c/~o )

¯ : :’" ’*ATTACHNENT "H". "’’ .Operation Ma estlc-12, Maps and
Photographs Folio (Extractlons).
( TS-MAJIC/EO ) -.
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THE~~ WHITI~ HOUSI~

,WASHINGTON

September 2~, 19L7.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OFDEFENSE

Dear Secretary Forrestali

As per.our recent conversation on this matter,.
you are hereby authorized to proceed with all due
speed and caution upon your undertaking. Hereafter
this matter shall be referred to only as Operation
Majestic Twelve.

It continues to be my feeling that any future
considerations relative to the ultimate disposition
of this matter should rest solely with the Office
of the President following appropriate discussions

-with yourself, Dr. Bush and the Director of Central
Intelligence.                               .

TOP.SECRET
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