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ON SEPTEMBER 24, 1947, exactly
one week after taking the cath of office as Defense Secretary,
Forrestal registered a Smith & Wesson revolver with the
Meuropolitan Police Department of Washington. While no
one can say with precision what was in his mind on that
occasion, the action was at least symbolic of Forrestal’s deep-
ening apprehension at the state of the world and the nation’s
security. Three years earlier, when he was awaiting congres-
sional action on his appointment as Navy Secretary, Forrestal
had been amused by a telegram from some of his Princeton

classmates that read: “Stop worrying. Princeton Class of 1915

ratified your appointment.”” Apparently the Class of 1915 did
not send a similar wire in 1947, and had it done so it is
doubtful that Forrestal would have found it as amusing as
the earlier communiqué.

Although_the nation was at war in 1944. it was a war. that
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21 September 1945 (cont'd)

; 5. Dean Acheson (Acting Secretary of State): Saw no
alternative except to give full information to the Russians, however
for some quid pro quo in the way of a mutual cxchange of information.
Could not conceive of a world in which we were hoarders of military
secrets from our Allies, particularly this great Ally upon our cooper-
ation with whom rests the future peace of the world.

- 6. Secretary of the Navy: I expressed my views in accordance
with the attached me:orandum, In addition I said I was forced to differ
with Acheson as to there being no alternative. I said that it seemed
to me that trust had to be more than a one-way street, just as certain
nations were propcsing to exercise trusteeship over certain areas of . -*
the globe on behalf of the United Nations, so it seemed to me that e
could exercise a trusteeship over the atomic bomb on behalf of the £
United lations ana agree that we would limit its manufacture for use :
on such missions as the United HMations should designate.

7. Clinton Anderson: e said it was most isportant for the
FPresident that he reta’n the confidence of the Country on his ability
to handle and deal with the Russians. He felt that giving our atomic
energy and bomb lnowledge to the Kussians would weaken that confidence -
in his opinion dangerously. He needs to keep the great position he now
has with the people to implement many matters of policy. Ih his recent
spealdng tours both in New llexico and Illinois he found universal dis-.
approval of any idea that we should share our advantage with the Russians.
dussia sold Alaska not because of good will to us but becaise of ‘the
frustration of their efforts to zet control of the West Coast. The
Zusslans have not yet demonstrated any reciprocal attitude of trust
toward us. '

8. Henry Wallace: Completely, everlastingly and wholeheartedly
in favor of giving it to the Russians. Comnented on Anderson's statenent
that Russian ambitions in China, Korea and iongolia have not yet been
sufficiently defined for us to have trust. He said the real reason for
the Chinese-longolian disaffection was that the Chinese were primarily
a farming people and the Mongolians a cattle breeding or livestock people.
Science cannot be cribbed, cabined or confined; scientific knowledge is
bound to spread over the world. He questioned the statement that the
Russians were Orientals. He said that particularly in ifongolia they ,
had a VWestern viewpoint in contrast to that of the Chinese. Failure ;
to give thea our imowledze would make an embittered and sour people. ?

9. Lewis B, Schwellenbach: Asked Bush whether Russia heretofore
has cxchanged scientific inforuation., Bush said within the limitations
ol language and understanding they had from 1917 on. Sclwellenbach said
that in view of this he was for giving it to them. ‘
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21 Septenber 1945 (cont'd)

10: Patterson: Shares the view of the former Secretary of
War. Felt it impossible to keep this as a secret because everybody
would in due course know about it. '

I observed on that point that we knew. about the Diesel engine

. @s- a development of marine propulsion but actually that the Germans had

been for a long time ahead of us in Diesel manufacture and indications
were that toward the end of this war they had gone ahead of us again,

11. ilcllutt: Agreed with the principle “of keeping your powder
dry but said in this case it looked to him as if we couldn't keep our
powder dry because of Bush's statement that our atomic power knowledge
must necessarily eventually be equalled by the Russians,

12, Crowley: Impossible to separate our decision on the atomic
bomb from our other relationships with Russia. Impression he has is
that the Russians think we are softies, afraid to deal realistically
and hardly and decisively, that whenever we do they respond and start
negotiations on a give-and-take basis., In short, he would give them
nothing until they have demonstrated a willingness to work with us.

13. Blandford: Would give it to the Russians and vwouldn't
even try to get any quid pro quo, which both Stimson and the President
indicated earlier they meant to give. :

1L. Senator iicKellar: If we give it to any of our Allies we
must give it to all of them. He had same misgivings.. about the fact
that American money had paid for this development and we were now
proposing to give it away.

15.. Krug: Discussion had led him to the conclusion that we
should awaitr developments and not act precipitately; that we could tell
better about Russian relationships in six months' time.

16. John Snyder: Agreed with Krug; wait and see.

17. licKellar: Final advice to the President - follow Krug's .
and Snyder's judgment.

The President said he wanted to invite a menorandum from all
hands swmnarizing the views they had expressed; he sald he did not
propose to act without the concurrence of Congress; that he had taken
an obligation however to send a message with his recommendations. MHe
said thare would be another discussion next week at which time he

“would announce his ovm conclusion. : - ‘
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DECLASSIFIED

£0. 11652, Sec. 3B and S0 o ® ' |
w lottes, 4 .. "\‘*l
By LTIz, NARS —=

This report is submitted in regard to a secret investi-
gation predicated upon Mr. F's expressed belief that the
telephone wires in his home had been tapped and that it is
possible certain unidentified documents had been removed
fram the desk located in his bedroom,

The investigators were informed that Mr., F's butler
was a trusted employee. Consequently on March 30, 1949 at
L4:30 p.m. he was personally interviewed at Mr. F's residence,
Preliminary discussion concerning the butler's background,
.duties, and attitudes indicated him to be a loyal and trust-
worthy individual, whereupon the matter under investigation
was discussed. He stated that he and three other household
servants have all been investigated and cleared by the
investigation unit of one of the government departments.

Initially the butler was reluctant to express any-
opinion other than that Mr. F's suspicions were unfounded.
However, after some discussion, he confided that during the
past six weeks Mr. F has become exceedingly nervous and
‘emotional to.the extent that it was commented upon by the
other servants., He disclosed that within the last four days
this condition became so .pronounced that it appeared to be
affecting his thoughts and actions. For instance, . on Monday

“morning, March 28, 1949 Mr. F approached the butler and
asked him if he had, at about 7:15 a.m., seen four men enter
the driveway leading to the family garage. The butler's
bedroam is over the garage, ‘with windows facing the driveway.

- He had arisen at 7:00 a.m, and was moving about in his bedroom
until approximately 7:30 a.m.; however, he failed to notice
the presence of anyone in the vicinity of the garage, Mr. F
also checked with the handyman-guard, with negative results,
following which he personally checked the fence and yard
surrounding the premises. The Butler disclosed that while
engaged in his usual duties he recently happensd to hear a
telephone conversation in which Mr. F stated he had been
reading about a New York City wire tapping case and disclosed
that it had occurred to him that scmeone might have tapped his
telephone; he later told the butler that he thought that the
strangers mentioned might have entered the garage for this
purpose. The butler stated that recently Mr. F had become
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so overly suspicious that whenever the front door was opened
he would came to the vicinity to ascertain the reason for
its being open. It was revealed that auring the last week
Mr. F appeared to have slight lapses of memory concerning
insignificant matters. As an example, on one occasion when
the servants were all eating a meal at the kitchen table

Mr. F, wearing a hat, walked into the roan and inquired as
to the butler's whereabouts, even though the butler was then
seated within sight at the table. Upon the butler's identi-
fying himself, Mr. F apparently could not recall the purpose
of his inquiry and departed without comment.

Mrs. F has been in Florida for a short time and her
husband was persuaded to join her there for a short rest.
As a result of his arparent lack of ability to make a positive
decision ana carry it out, he was assisted and escorted to
the plane by two friends and former associates. When Mr. F
exhibited a last minute reluctance to make his departure, one
of the friends reportedly said to the other: "We have to ao
something--we can't keep him around here,"

The butler expressed some concern as a result of his
having found, after Mr. F's departure, his Last Will and
Testament lying on a desk in his bedroam together with seven
or eight sleeping tablets, apparently very potent., However,
the butler added that during recent weeks Mr. F, as a result
of restlessness and inability to sleep, had been consistently
resorting to the use of such tablets., Investigation tended to
ingicate that the empty bottle, which had originally contained
the tablets, had been left in an adjoining roam and that the
identifying label had been removed therefram. The label was
also partially obliterated on another bottle which was also
left in the aajoining roam and had apparently contained a
number of tablets of like nature,

The butler advised that an electronic specialist named
Morgan, acting under the direction of the Navy Department,
came to the house on March 28, 1949, and, after talking to
Mr. F by telephone at his office, proceeded to check the
telephone circuits in Mr. F's bedroom. Upon campletion of
this examination he indicated that he had found no evidence
of tampering or wire tapping. On March 29 and 30, a Mr, Corbett,
who identified himself as being an employee of the F.B.I1.,
re-examined and checked all telephone, electric light circuits,
and other wiring in the house, Before his departure he confirmed
the findings of Mr. Morgan.
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" , January 11, 1949

Memorandum for: James Forrestal
Secretary of efense

From; The President

Thanks for the report of the Secretary .

of the Navy, I've received the Air Force report and

am looking forward to receiving the Army report,

1
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February 26, 1949

AN

Memorandum for: Secretary of Nefense

From:- The President

Thanks for the memorandum on biological
warfare and the proposed official statement concerning
the potentialities of biological warfare, I read both with -

a great deal of interest.

Correspondence referred to Mr. Clifford.

HST
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By AT LU NARS Date Y322~

20P-S50nNT

MEMO TO SECRETARY OF DEFENSE:-

Aftar caaversations with the Directer
of E.CA+ and his representative in China,
I would suggest that the withirawal fram
u;ngmnabtakepnceattmtm,‘and_ A
that aid to Narth Chiina be expedited.

HARRY S. TROMAN

(The original of this memorandum, which was in the

President's handwriting, sent to the Secretary of
Defense). ’
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' January §, 1944
Dear fim.

Iam énclosing the Budget of the Freach King
for 17435, Certainly jg & most interesting
documeni apg Fannreciate the Privilege of

He seems to have hed almost ag much troub)e
with that Budget ag | have been Laving wigp
mine and theg he didn'; St it balonead,

Sincerely yours,

AT

Honorabie James Carracrs)
Secretary of 7 gienge
‘.‘.’ashington, T,

, thewi
1712, 1734, and 1740)

ng the State of his Revénue in the differen
in which may be feen the Amount of each
publick Expence, and the Produce of each particular Tax laid o

Nation, etc. -- Name of book - ‘‘Men able to bear Arms in France?*
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Narch 5, 1949

i emnorandum for: Spacoretary of Tefense

Y ron: The “resident

Thanks for your lctter of the fourth,
transmitting the renort of the Mationa! N ilitary
Taroblishinient, referring porticulorly to the

reort of tiie “ecretary of the srmy,

247
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May 4, 1949

Memorandum for; Secretary of Defense

From: The President

Your suggestion of Miarch twenty-third

a8 [lational Nefense Pay seems to me to be a very

satisfactory date if this suits all the

HAT:

Services,
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Junuary 10, 1948

Memorandum for: James Forrestal
‘Secretary of Defense

From: The President

I certuinly appreciated your memorandum ’
of the sivth very much and, of course, I'll be happy

to receive any memorundums you see fit to send me.

AT

,
(VI-TI 2 S LS
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. LLpril 22, 1948

NMemorandum for: Secretary of I'ciense

¥ rour.- The President

I appreciated your seading me the excerpts
irom the telenhone conversation between
you and Se¢nator Fickenlooper,

lie cane to see e .ad I huy & very pleasant
conversation with hin. Lut it is the same old
PTOZTam ot this epublican Congress tryiag
to srevent the Vresident fromn exercisiny his
lunctions as fxecutive,

I seai the appoliatnients Jdowa immediately

SO tuere would be o question us to the
Congress Lhavine time to acl upon them,
& R & b

KAV



bebruary 13, 1952
Memucqndum for Dongiq S, l')'awson
Frop,, "he r’resident
The attag Showy t some o Peaople are pop in
ympatby With wh,, are trym\ t SUppose we
houl tajce SV e Odcret Ction ¢p the g bject but |
Just dgn¢ € Lo Can 4y this ¢

.\.,-«_.h\-..
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2 July 1948

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FORRESTAL

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Major Recommendations of the Gray Board.

l. Establish one federel reserve for each service; incorporate National
Guard and Organized Reserve Corps into Army reserve force as National Guard of
the United States; incorporate Air National Guard and Air Reserve into Air
Force reserve force as the Air Force Reserve.

2. Integrate reserve forces completely with the regular establishments
under the direction of the civilian and military heads.

3. Provide service reserve policy committees and from their membership
& joint committee to report to the Secretary of Defense.

4. Establish common structure for the reserve forces; divide the active
reserve of each service into four groups in accordance with participation in
required training.

Se. Authorize the states to organize and the armed forces to assist in
the training end equipping of required home military internal security unitse

6. Give to the reserve forces the common mission of providing units and
personnel for the reinforcement and expansion of the services in wartime until
new training then initiated can bring the forces to full strength and limit
the size of the reserve forces accordingly. - '

7. Help make the reserve forces c&pabie of performing required missions
by providing pretrained personnel for the reserve forces.

8. Help make the reserve forces capable of their required missions by
concentration of pretrained personnel, facilities and equipment on priorities
set by mobilization plans,

9. Provide unit, training wnit or mobilization assignments for reserve
personnel.

10. Consolidate requirements for affiliated units end present them as a
progrem of the military establishment,

lle Provide higher levels of training by:- & continuous flow of pretrained
persomnel; assignment of full-time personnel; providing the best instructoers;
initiating the development of standard and uniform industrial policies for mil-
itary leave; encouraging week-end training; increasing availability of courses;
and providing proper trairning aidse ~

Nany |



Ay
- : ' .

HARRY S TRUMAN LIBRARY o -

'g:File
- retary S
.Prehldent|s SeC‘ -
s B "

{‘ (N
=R - THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE . \
) WASHINGTON A /,r’/
28 May 1948 e
4.? K
N

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Les Biffle was in my office this morning to
attend an awarq ceremony, and I discussed with him the
legislative Situation, I alse discussed with him the
.Possibility of oy issuing a Press release in connection
with Senator Russell's proposed amendment, 4 copy of the
Suggested press release is attached, Ies felt that such a
release would materially'help the situation opn the Hil1ll1, .-

You will note that I hayve included in the pro-

further progress in the armed services in the field of
inter-racial relations, Clark Clifford has undoubte '
told you of our most recent discussion on this Subject, . .- ... .
and of the faet that, We are' planning ¢ create an advisory

board to Trécommend specific steps which the military can
take in thig regard, o

The proposed press‘release could take the form

outlined, I Propose to go forward with a letter or g

press release, for issuance on lfonday, for Tuesday 3, m,
newspapers, ~ : '

Respectfully,

James Forrestal
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The Secretary of Stafe
Washington

September 23, 19,7

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

Subject: Your memorandum of 11 September 1947
regarding the National Security Act
of 19L7.

l. I am in agreement with your recommendation (1-a) to
the effect that all directives of the National Intelligence
Authority and of the Central Intelligence Group be contimued
in full force and effect until the National Security Council
has had an opportunity to study the problem and to make any
changes that they may consider desirable,

2+ I also approve your recommendation (1-b) to the
effect that the Director of Central Intelligence Agency sube
mit, within sixty days, his proposal for National Security
Council directives to bring the former directives of the
National Intelligence Authority and of the Central Intelli-
gence Croup into line with the National Security Act of 1947,
In this connection, however, I would suggest that this report
by the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency be coordinated
with the Inteliigence Advisory Board to insure the prior con-
sideration of the problem by the chiefs of the intelligence
services of the several Departments whose concurrence would
thus be expedited,

3e With regard to recommendation (1-c) to the effect
that a subcommittee of the National Security Council be
established to act similarly to the previous National Intel~
ligence Authority, with special respongibility to direct the
Central Intelligence Agency, it would seem to me that s in
principle, this is a very useful and practical suggestion,
In view of the fact that the Central Intelligence Agency will

@ OBTeeren 7o

n&mmm% ,

REVIEWER; 26
PR e ocem @ GONFIBENTIAL

S XHe i s-23 %’7
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fudepartmental inteliigénce agency authorized
economic intelligence

acetime political and
Armed Forces,

:xportant'uum.the]kmartmenttu‘tha
en affairs, the Protection of oyp
interests, ang the maintenance of friendly
8 with all other countries, should be f

The Armed Forces, for their part,

1ligencegagency;

Authority included the

/s/ ROBERT 4. LOVETT
Acting. Secretary
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December 19, 1947

T

NEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF
CEATRAL INTELLIGENCE

The enclossd letter to the President frou
larzaret K. Wall, dated Decamber 5, re-
garding the coatinuance of the Office of
Strategic Services, has been referred to
the National Security Council by Mr,
William D, Hassett, Secrotary to the
President.

It 13 requosted that the Central Intelli-

gence Agency reply diroctly to the en-
closed lsttor. .

JAMES S. L&Y, JR.
Assistant Exocutive Socrotary

cct MHr. Hassett
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Dacember 19, 1947

MEMORANDUM POR THE DIRECTOR OF
CENTRAL THTELLIGENCE

The enclosed lettor to the Presidont
from Mr, C. H. Quinn, dated December
4, rogarding the reactivatioan of the
Office of Strateglc Services, has
been referrod to the National Secur-
ity Council for cousideration and
acknovledzuent by lMr, Natthew J, ‘
Connally, Secrotury to the President.

It {8 requested that the Central In-

telligence Agency roply directl; to
the enclossd letter.

JAHMES S, LAY; JRe. ... .. ... -
Assistant Executive Secrotary

ccs Mr. Connally
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Name: SyITH, Hon, Walter B,, \‘"\z Date: May 29, 1951
Director, '

Organization: ~ Central Intelligence Agency "\\

_ \
Address:

Regarding: On sbove date Admiral Souers sent memo to Admiral Dennison transmitting ltr
to the President from lr, Smith with which he attached draft of ltr to Hon, Gordon Gray,
Pres,, UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAKOLINA, Chape} Hill, N.Car., for ths President's signature
and which was prepared at the President's suggestion, —==5/31/51 the President wrote ir.
Gray {Dear Cordon) it is his understanding Mr, ~uith spoke to him re becoming Director of
the paychological warfare a:tivities of the Govt,, operating under the Natio :al Psycholo=
glcal Strategy board, established L/L/51, FBealizes that the trustees of the Univ, of N.Ca
will be reluctant to lose him even tecmporarily, but feels Justified in asking him in these
eritical times and suggests he take a year's leave of absenge, =~Pencil notations. Gordon
Gray comuissloned ©/20/5l, - Delivered by hand to ¥r, Oray at ths kayflower Hotel 6/1/5l.

See:

16—58420~1 aPo
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soptensr 1, 1950

" wOIRA \D.Jui A\Qh ﬂ! : JI.Q!CTQ%. 0'." CT.IZT JtL I"A J-LI ;.d‘ h R
: e Presidont has dirceted that an orficial wonthly
check be -uce on the status of all currcnt projects an which

action Ly the Natioral ‘ceurity Lomcil is dolferred ‘x.mdln.,
receipt of a repart iy any departoant o2 T8 ency. A

Accardtin: 11y, 1t is requestud dat you infaram this
of fice as to the prcsem. status of thie ‘ollp- iny project on
wich Council action is awalting a report wy the Ceatral
Intelld cnce Aencys
PPFRATSAL G- DT TN IHTY LhIx TGE
Yo o TReTE N .:'- TLITLY *"."rf' AR LD T"“‘TD‘-

For Lo S GRSA G G

TEEQTTE? Jrechx-_xﬁ' ul‘ﬁ?ellicmce
from Execative uycrutury, saio subject, dated.
darch 3, 1950)

Ju3 Se LAY, Jre
Executive Sccretary

neaassfwd/aemsed s -9-30b
under provisions of £.0. 12356
by N. Menan, Natxonal Secunty Council

‘ aorenry
JASrire
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MINUTES OF PRESS CONFERENCE
HELD BY SECRETARY FQRRESTAL
: i ¢
12 Novenber 1947 - 10:30 A. M. j’,t“-/‘/ ’ "ft /
. (.j‘ :
Participants: Hon. W. Stuart Synington
Dr. Vannevar Bush
Mr. Thanas J. Hargrave
Mr. W. J. McNeil
Mr. John H. Ohly
Mr. Marx Ieva

Major General Floyd L. Peorks
Captain R. W. Berry
Mr. Janes C. Evans
Mr. Stephen F. leo

. SECRETARY FGRRESTAL: Good marning. I shall read this
docunment at the risk of baring you by re-reading it, but I thought
I night make same corments as I 8o elong and ask Mr. Hargrave
and Dr. Bush, Mr. Symington, and others to interrupt ne as they
see fit and to make any elabaration of what is in this statement
that they think is called for. :

This summarizes the activities of the non-departnental
agencies of the Military Establishment since it was set up on
September 17. It became a part of the Government on Septenber 17,

1947,

This Establishment is charged specifically with the
following responsibilities: S

. ,’I}he establishment of general policies and prograns
far the National Military Establishment;

2. The exercise of general direction, autharity and
control over the National Militery Establishment;

3. Taking appropriate steps to eliminate unnecessary
duplication r overlapping in the fields of procurement,
supply, transpartetion, starage, health and resesrch;

4, Supervision and coordination of budget estinates
and dbudget programs.

In conpliance with these direcfives, a nunber of accomplishnents
and nany projects have been initlated. I think whether they're

’
.
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L  NATIONAL MILITARY ESTASLISHMENT
| , : .. OFFICE :SECRETARY OF DEFENSE o
T  "WASHINGTON 25 D. C. | NO. 176-48

| FOR RELEASE TO PRESS AND RADIO ~ - RE-6700 EXT. 3201-3202
7 P. M., EASTERN STANDARD TIME T |

' OCTOBER 5, 1948

. Secretary of Defense James Forrestal wrote the follow-

~ing letter to Dr. Vannevar Bush on the occasion of his res-

. lgnation as Chairman of the Research and Development Board,
. National Military Establishment; ‘ o .

L .

f‘Dear,Dr;}Bgsh: .

.+’ Although the President has already clearly re-"-.
‘flected the feelings of all of us when we learned of
. Your intended resignation as Chairman of the Research
- .and .Development Board, I would like to express my own -
. ~desp .gpatitude for your assistance to me and to volce
- -my_-agnge: of- personal loss in your departure.

"*;fg};f?Uchgnusgpakfof~your-accomplishments with a con-
'« viotion.that eprings from our long and intimate asg-
L soolation and from my detailed familiarity with your
g owork. Noone 1s more aware than I of the extent te
' . which you were responsible for equipping our wartime
- forceg With the most modern and effective weapons
rand of the thousands of American lives which were
- .. saved as & result of your work. Nobody, I am sure,
' "« “has:.@.better understanding of the degree to which
' . .. your efforts have made the Research and Development
/Boarc au ‘indispensabie papv of the National Military
. Establishment and have contributed toward the ef-
fective integration of its work with that of the
other military agencies. And I can speak with real
personal knowledge of the value to me of your con-
tinuous counsel in meeting the varied and difficult
. _problems which we have encountered during our first
Year under unification, :

. i
O

MORE

e TS . {
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T am. most happy over your willingness to remain
'temporarily with the Board as Deputy Chairman in order
to aseist Dr. Compton in assuming his new duties, Bath
Dr..Oompton and I are grateful for your agreement to
undertake this additional burden at a time when I know
~.you are most anxious to devote your full energies to
- your other work. This represents but another of the
.. long series of things for which you will always have
domy eincerest thanks,

Sincerely yours,

-»;;/~ -  James Forrestal

E_Dr. Vannevar Bush
“Chairman
Research and Development Board

Attache§ ls & blegraphy of Dr. Bush,

Y
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z2 July 1948

MERORYDIM 70 15 SECRETARY FOR DEFENSE:

In cousideretion of tue provisions of the recemtly emacted Selective

Cervice Aot of 1948, as ii affecis men lixble wnder the Act who ers now deferred
bocayse of being alisted or commissioned io yeserve coupanecais wnd those 18~
year olds who will couplete their service im 12 mouths, sleco thosse 19 through 25
who will be when released trunsierrd W reserve units atter twenty monthst
service and sll other reservists I desire the rollowingy informstion, I desire
ihis informstdon Ivom all three Sarvices s regsrd to the Heserve Program,
axcimsive of uiw Hational Guards . _ '

- . . N

1. How many reserve wnite ere nov iB being thavu are cezpable of cerrying
out the treiuing progrem o 3Y ariid periods «na Lwo wooks in training in cump
or on cxrulse? . ‘

2, Bow muny qualiffed veserve cilicers cnd uen wre nov assipgned to auch
wmiis? ‘

3. Eow many rvevirve oflicers end amwr ye ot preseat unessigned or are now
wasigned W so-cailed "pocls®? ‘ :

. 4e . what time limit hrg bean placod on i fsSiMment of these cificers
and men BOF 50 unzssigmed? ' L . ‘

. 5, Upam the wssigament of zil regerve ollicsrs and men t0 units to be ..
establisbed throuskh the Meidon, whzt provisions and plins are im beiaf for the ‘
facilities and eguipment wo carry out s conlempleted trzining progrem &8
ostablished in the minimum of 35 drill poriods? |

‘ '6.- I note thet the reserve promotlon progroa has teem onnounced by the
Bavy.. Shat plans are now vob.emplovod L8 4 cindler program by the Departamt
of the Army and of toe Alr ¥orce? : '

7. ‘How many of the oificers cad ad Gow 1o rescrve wra claseiried se
effectives in the asvent ol mubilinuilonl

. 8, Cive the wpe and character of urdts to be organized in the reserve im |
o all Services, &5 wall as those thal huve beenﬂlgrgaruzed wod are uow im cparaiione
. .i‘ 4 B " What is cantemplated s8 1o the employnent of these reserve wits und
ergaaisations in event of mobilization? ‘ : -

10, Bo present plans cloarly demcastrste o maximm utilisstion of this

roserve Strength if within the foresesable future the Natien 1s called upon to
 agais defend itselfl ‘ 4 :

| e R S L T v
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Page 2 - continued
MEMDRANDUE TO HE CECRETAIY FCR DEFENSE:
22 July 1948 ‘ -

12. I desire this information by 2 August 1948.

e e a—— e s




There was a meeting with Royal, _ , and Sullivén, Eisenhower, Nimitz,
Spaatz, on 22 S.pt. Talking about the War Council and
the Security Council. . SRRTE :

Tues., 23 Sept. ‘

09:45, Bureau Chiefs and Mr. Sullivan® s, .ffice Navy

10:00, Navy Dept., official departure frc...

10:30, Admiral Lewis Straus

11:00, UMT presentation, Secretary Royzi's office

12:45, Lunch, Senator Fergeson, Royal, Towers : .
14:30, General Elliot, Hxllenkoetter Ingiis (who was head of Naval Intelhgence)
Hill

15:15, Photographers -

15:30, Press Conference

Wed., 24 Sept., 1947 -

- 08:00, Mr. Lou Holland, Breakfast -

10:45, Mr. John Dwnght Sulhvan

11:00, Dr. Bush

11:30, The President with Dr. Bush

15:00, Cabinet Meeting

16:30, TD National Airport for Laguardia

19:00, Cocktails preceding dinner

19:30, Dinner, Navy Industrial Association of Waldorf Astoria, black tie

That apparently was the crucial meeting. It's interesting that he met first with
Bush 11:00 and at 11:30 the President wnth Dr. Bush. Next appomtment wasn't
unnl 15:00 (a Cabinet meeting). ‘

Thurs., 25 Sept.

10:30, Mr. Fitzpatrick

12:30, Stop in at Navy League Luncheon

12.45, Cabinet luncheon '
15:00, War Council meeting at the Secretary of Defense's offlce s

The next page, 1835, is rather peculiar. It says 25 Sept 1947, Saw the
President today with Mr. Bush, but his calendar shows Wed. 24 Sept., 11:30, the.
. President with Dr, Bush. I have a copy of page 1835, I belxeve--obvxously, the
* date should be 24 Sept. because he's got 25 Sept. 47 - Cabinet luncheon -

___, Harriman, Krug, Lovett, Sullivan, Royal, Clifford, Clark and ‘Anderson.
Talking about the Food Program. : :

Fri. 26 Sept. -

10:00, White House, Swear In Admiral Souers, Hill, Hlllenkoetter. National
Secunty Council meeting immediately afterwards |

12:00, Senator Connolly, Congressman A. Thomas Lyle, Corpus Chrlstxe

12:45, Lunch, Knowland, Mr. Hill, Mr. Marbert?

. 14:30, Langer, Sweanng In Mr. Barale Zuker Woodney o
16:00, The Presxdent, off-the-record with Mr Atchison, Webb, Stnlman

Pg. 1939.....1839 r

26 Sept., Natxonal Security Councnl First Meetmg ' ‘
President, Royal, Sullxvan, Symmgton, Hnllenkoetter, Hlll Souers, Lovett and
myself. , .
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 MEKORAIDUL TC HOIORABLZ JALES FORRISTALY
SZCRITALRY OF DEFENSI:

1, There are approximately 525,000 citizens, who
hold reserve commissions in the irmy end in the Alr Force; .
and, there are sone 635,000 citizens, who have enlisted in
the reserve. Lost of these officers and men belonging to the
Army and Air Force Reserves are highly trained veterans of
world Wer II in the specialities in which they served while
on active duty.

2. Tt is my desire that you direct the Secretary of
the irmy and the Secretary of the Air Force to organize these
1,150,000 patriotic citizens, who are alreedy skilled in the
art of mational defense, into units established in their res-
pective services so that each one of these citizens will have
an assignment to & real as distinguished from a paper unit.

3. It is my wish that you organize these reserve
units of the irmy end of the iir Force as far =s practicable
in every community <f tne mited States so that the civiliean
pursuits of these loyal reservists will not be unduly luterr---— —-
upted. - ' ' -

4., The orgenizaetion of these reserve units should be
completed by 1 September 1948.

5. Plans for the traiailng, equipment, and filling up
of these units should be comnleted and announced by 1 September

6. You are requested to give me by 15 July 1948 a
report on the present or¢anization, training, and equipment of
the Naval, Larine, and Coast Cuard Reserves soO that I may ’
determines then what, if aenything, is necessary to be done to
improve the efficiency of those citizen components,

President

MEn ol
‘ /ﬂ,LS~ |
Sewan
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June 1, 1948

Memorandum for: Secretary of Defense

Frosn: The President

i tupreciated Your note of lviay thirty-first
about your interview with Senator Taft; Yyour memorandum

of Nay twenty-eighti on the Selective Service situation

and a cony of your memorandum to the Press, | hope

things will work out ag they should in this regard,

AT

[Ty



To: VB
11l December 48

"I am fully aware that the election to the Board of Trustees of the Institution
is one of the doings of V. Bush, and it merely adds another to a long list of
obligations that I am under to that individual. The only misgivihg I have is
whether or not I can make a contributioi: which will justify .your confidence in
proposing me; however, I will do my best." E O I
Another subject. " have had a couple of letters from Brad Dewey, copies of
which I am enclosing. Your moments of r:flection, 1 wish you would let me have
you own view on the question of the release of the Bikini report, with the
deletions, of course, of 2 or 3 particilar paragraphs with which you are
familiar." Dewey was president of Dewey % Almay Chemical Company in, of all
places, Cambridge, Mass. ' Lo

As a Note From Bush to Jim, Dec. 10, 19 %

Dear Jim: g ,
Probably in the same mail with this note, you will receive formal notification of
the action of the Board of Trustees, Carnegie Institute, Washington, at their
annual meeting today in electing you to membership. 1 wish to express my
personal pleasure that you were selected and hope that you will find it possible
to accept. The group is a distinguished one. Your duties will neither be onerous
nor time-consuming, and I would be delighted to have this additional association
with you, . '

V. Bush

29 July 1948, Dr. Bush, : .

* Does this mean that there is a chance of developments which will block the use
of radar? Attached to an article from the Washington Evening Star, 29 July
1948, Wall Against Radar Experiments Told (the article deals with basically
nuclear-magnetic resonance, which is really not related, but interesting), It
should be noted that the correspondence files are alphabetical, which they were
.not for Menzel. i :

Straight Telegram, 05 Oct. 1948, To: Karl T. Compton, President MIT

I am delighted that you have decided to accept Chairmanship, Research &
Development Board. 1 will be most grateful if you will express my appreciation
to your Board.

- Best Regards, James Forrestal

Note: Sort of Trivial Stuff, To: Conant, From: Forrestal, 15 September
Contains a remark - I enjoyed seeing you yesterday.

Note:

Dear Jim

16 Oct, 1948

From: James Forrestal 3

Much interested in your most recent paper at the War College. Would like him
to give a talk on preventive war. ‘ :

i — e B L T T e, BASMARD Y . .
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Senator Taft came to my house Sunday evening
at my request. I told him I was very much concern-
ed about the fate of Selective Service; that 1t was
menifest that there was a growlng apathy throughout
the country on this matter which reflected the con-
ciliatory gestures of Russila, the speeches of
Wallace and the general easing of tension since
last March. .

I said that without Selective Service our de-
fense establishment might really become & hollow
shell as a result of the competitive wages offered
by industry, the "peace" campaign of Wallace and
many other considerations, 1t was very doubtful
whether the services, and in particular the Army,
would be able to bring their strengths up to re-
quired levels and if that proved to be the case, I
remarked that we would be unable to make contribu-
tions to forces of the United Nations or any other
organization, without absolutely stripping ourselves
of any reserves in this country. ,

The Senator said that the bill would probably
come up for debate on Wednesday, provided the Dis-
placed Persons Bill could be disposed of Tuesday --
which he expected it would even if the Senate had
to hold a night session. He thought that Senator
Russell's stend on segregation would not hold-up
tha hill but had somevwhst greater misglvings about
Senator Lenger. I asked him 1f it would Qo &any =
good for me to telk to Senator Lenger and he said
that he would prefer to withold Jjudgment on that
until Tuesday or Wednesday.

- I repeated the substance of my conversation
with Taft to Senator Gurney Mondgy morning. He ex-

pressed optimism on the outcome of the Senate debate
"this week. (Incidentally, I told him that Senator

Taft had also told me he had the impression that the
House was reluctant to vote on the bill until they

~ were clear, that it would not be held up by a fili-

buster in the Senate - would leave the House in the

gosigion of having gone on record without getting a
aw.

«==000===
JF:JEC :
5-31-48

CONVERSATION WITH SENATOR TAFT
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/aknlm | OSD lotter, Mey-6216%8 .
By oA AC, NARS Date 232357
| 12, Concentrate available funds on units and personnel most needed in an
! emergencye
1
g 13. Provide joint control of allocation of reserve units to various locale
ities. .

14, Establish'a common olassification systeme

i 15 Provide a uniform ROTC to produce reserve officers, reserve officers
for extended active duty and reguler officers for all the servicese

;E. 16. Increase number of ROTC units in the Negro collegese

17. Encourage conmissioning from enlisted grades.

{‘ 18, Adopt promotion policies to provide qualified officers in numbers com-
; mensurate with mobilization requirementse.
!

19, Eliminate excess and overage persomnel by rigidly enforcing prdmoﬁon

and age-in-grade policiese R

20, Authorize additional paid drillse

21, Repeal legislation now providing bonuses for same flight personnel.

i ‘ .
22, Adopt standard policies for uniform ellowances, awards and post-exchange
privilegese. :
23, Adopt standard disability bemefitse

24, Eliminate credits for nondisability retirement pay based on drills and
)

extension courses. (P.L. 810, enacted by 80th Congress, includes such credite

25, Provide full and up=-to-date informatidn~to reserve personnele

s s in a1 e

26, Provide additiomal facilities for traininge.

27. Develop facilities program and reduce cost through permanent joint
service committee to coordinate such & programe

28. Provide additional proourement of equipment.
29, Equip reserve forces as required by mobilization plaming but reduce

g cost by joint intra-service use. s
i 30, Direct policies and procedures of all services toward maximum joint use
: of equipmente. ‘

/s/ Gordon Gray
Chairmen, Camnittee on Civilien Components

-.

R AT o
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' g THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE -
WASHINGTON -

27 February 1948

'MEMORANDUM FOR. THE PRESIDENT:

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have not as
yet made any substantial progress in the
resolution of certain moot questions on roles
and missions, ' '

I have, therefore, informally advised them
that I ahouid 1ikXe to have them transmit to me,
by March 8, decisions on &3 many mattors &s
possible, I have asked them to accompany this
vith the identification of those questions upen
vhich they have not been able to agree, with the
supporting date on each side, I propese then to
make my ovn decisions. - LT

In viev of the fact that some ‘of . these mAy
be of . far-reaching importance, and any of the
Services have the right to appeal :to you, 1 shall
vent te go over thase with you in acae ‘Aatall. -

It is my hope of course that the number of
decisions not reached by the Joint Chiefs of
Staff will be fev, and I anm -pot. setting the
deadlins by vay of & threat or. bludgeoning them
into hasty conclusions but, from.the standpoint
of budget considerations, the _present world ,
situation and public opiniocn, I think I°can not
do anything olse than to press along the lines

- indieated, o . B

¢
/2

S e——
' }Q...., huu
: % "é/o James Forrestal
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‘THE SECRETARY OF DEF ENSE
WASHINGTON

27 February 1948

MEMORAKDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Ham Andrews had a 3ession Wednesday
night at which he had hoped to get Joe
Martin, Halleck and Leo Allen to g0 over
the niiitary legislative program, includ
UNT. Unfortunately, the session did not
Yield the results he had hoped., Halleck
got sick, Martin d1d not turn up and Allen
V&3 somevhere else. Ham wvas very discouraged
Thursday morning but later in the day called
back to say that he had ‘been able to get the
green light for all the important items on
the program except UMT, which he did not
bring up, Hovever, in this case he had a
reviving hope that he might get some action
out of the Rules Committee. He said he
believed he had six votes in hand if he
could count on Sabath standing firm, (Re

%eié Saveth has vobbled, but that the I11inois

Democratic organization, he understood, had
been most helpful in sending word that he
Tust stand back of the President's program
1f he wished renomination, )

There is also some vobbling in the Senate,
Although Chan Gurney 1s steadfast the rest of
his Committee give signs of seeking a way out,
However, the real battleground is the House
and if the Bill can be gotten out of the
Rules Committee there I am confident we gould
muster sufficient support to begin hearings
in the Senate,

' . W/‘ .'Tamoa Forrestal

‘e
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON :

17 February 1948 : .

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

‘I talked tonight with Palmer
Hoyt, vho expressed a good deal of
apprehension about the fate of UMP.
He said he believed the great ma jority
of the people were still in favor of
it, but that it was getting bogged
dowvn by the inaction of Congress. He
vas particularly concerned over Ed
Johnson's success (on vhich I had not
been informed) in reshaping the policy
of the VW,

A He himself (the Denver Post)
is running a series of pieces on UMT
and will send the tear sheets to a -

1list of newspapers.

Yours respectfully,

| James Forrestal

The President,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
ATC.iIC BCLB -
21 September 1945 CABINET

The Cabinet meeting was occupied entirely with a discussion of
the atomic bomb, particularly with reference to the policy of this
Government in malking available information in our possession to other
Nations. The President first invited the views of the former Secretary
of War, .ir, Stimson. ‘

1. i, Stimson's views: ‘hat we are talking about on this
question is obviously iostly concerned with Russia. Our future of
world peace rests on whether or not we ana the Russians can find a
working pattern of understanding. The Hussians have been our traditional
friends; they have never fought us, and in many cases in the past,
notably during the Civil ¥ar and the question of the saie of Alaska,
they have deonstrated fundamental good will. “What we have in the way
of adventage on the atomic bomb is not the possession of 2 secret., It
is scwething which they wil: get in due course. lie had always found
it in diplomacy as in other hwnan aflairs wise to put trust in people,
and thet in penieral he had found a return in kind. Le cited his
e:perience in the Philippines.,

2. Vamnevar Bush: The Russians can get to about the pliace we
are now in five years provided they devote a very large part of their
scientific and industrial efiort to it. . Wle have no corner. on lnowledge
or efforts of physicists. He thereforc favors giving Russia everything

we have as regards the principles of atomic energy. I asked Bush hether
wiieni he sald the Russians could get to about the place we are now in five
vears he meant that they would be able in that ti.e to procuce a
‘sutficient number of the bombs to be militarily effective as regards
quantity as well as quality. He said he thought they would but repeated
that they would have to devote a very large part of their scientific

and industrial effort to it, with a resultant heavy sacrifice to their
living standard.

3. Fred Vinson: If we give this one advantage of war it neces-
sarily follcws that we have got to give all others, and not only to Russia
but to all Hations. If we follow this course there is no chance for a
universal military training law. He is against giving it on general
principie, and he drew an analogy to our attempt to attain world peace
after the last war by sinking all of our ships.

Li. Tom Clark: Against. After having seen the record of Russian
activities in this country and his own daily experience with the concrete
evpression of how much trust they had in us he couldn't bring himself to
vote in favor. :
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

27 Pebruary 1948

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

For the post of Director of Civil
Defense I have selected Mr. Russell J. Hopley
of Omaha, Nebraska, He is the president of
the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company,

The first phase of Mr, Hopley's work
will be concerned with an examination of the
scope and scale of the vhole problem of
civilian defense, taking into account atomic
attack, factors of panic, plant dispersion,
security against sabotage, and so forth,

I wvas influenced to pick somebody from
the telephone organization because it seems
to me that the civil defense in another var
would require as its base a communications
network and the telephone system gives us that
automatically, Furthermore, its company
officials have contact at local .levels with
government in 211 1ts ferme,  Alao, they lmov -
the responsible and competent people in the
various communities,

I had hoped to get Walter Gifford but
he 1s not yet able to give up his responsibilities
because of equipment deficiencies, some labor
. apprehensions and rising costs. Hovever, I
have his assurance of his personal support and
that of his organization, and also the indication
that at the end of another year when he steps
dovn from his job he might be willing to con-
sider moving into this work,. C

Respectfully yours,

James Forrestal '
LA -
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WASHINGTON :
29 February 1948

My dear Mr. President:

This 1s the interim report on progress in the
National Defense Establishment of which I spoke
to you over the telephone Sunday, It is a
little on the lengthy side but I vanted it to be
sufficiently inclusive to inform you on everything
Ve are doing, ' _

One thing I did not include was steps we have
initiated to bring service racial policies into
conformity with your recent message to Congress,

Mr. Royall and I had lunch on Friday with Lester
Greanger, vhom you know, and 1aid out a program

first for meeting with the editors of the negro
press and second, for & meeting with negro leaders
and educetors, One idea that Granger suggested
vhich ssemed to me worth trying vas to set up,
without any publicity, a non-segregated unit which
would be used as an experimental test ~< somevwhat
along the lines of the Fort Knox experiment on

UMT. This is somevhat the way we vent at it in

ths Ravy and it produzed fairly sound and, I bellieve,
~continuing results. Mr. Royall was most cooperative
end anxious to do everything possible to bring Army
practice into line with your policy, subject of
course to the exigencies of combat effectiveness,

I am glad that this time you are getting scme
sunshine,

:7 ( ;, éi%ﬁzc,¢/(- | Respectfully yours,

0 v LA — -

| ‘%S1CXJ\/\ﬁg}lns JZT:T‘J\_R_A\‘FE,Ji |
James Forrestal.

The President,
The White House

Washington, D, éﬁu?},nhj =

e TR o Ry

75¥3% HESY  wilihil
| THE ORIGINAL OF THIS DOCUMENT l
'\ IS IN THE SECURITY FILE OF - |
[ \ _THE HARRY ‘S.. TRUMAN LIBRARY - |
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o I colled Under Jeerctery of the Novy Janes ?.Alzorrea*al

n reon0inge o Ll preutouy cell end he aa&cd ne 2ad our nolicy ¢o
oy She chieciztagy of o.ma. I ¢c1C ire Jorrestol thot there are tuo
Sr0c0dras; $hat. tS-ve xaad to ta), o telephone in conneotion with on
tlsalion az,ch as ccbot tage, OBJCMCZ"Q, 0820y D¢ geb the o pravcl

l:’ubﬂvbd

o/ ¢tk %“omay cncrcl cw acoondl.;, there are-c nundcr of cabinet
."J‘tcera end H hoosrteicla ulo yregueet Us so clieck ithair henme wirss 3
¢hce @ nonsh 0 nolke o;.r‘ta*n thoy ara (o the nroper condstfon and thoth
no ¢ne lae tc.“.‘aerag Itk Bhen.. Unr, Forrestol said he olahed we would

Co ehta or h 3 cmd aax‘c. Lo aou.‘d send no a sote on the m.tcr.

'

* 1

‘ . e

- ir, Forrcc al £01¢ ne ha hed b 208, prorpycd to cc.J ‘ne becc.we 2
t,rua nami'm G Sriend of Ao hod called o acy that ha thoushs the
prozeticn of Lte O'Jare v3s ezcollent aac that ‘Zelgon'a corzmenta yeae "
earc-cu in tha Sencte wera vary gaod" that thile Chepy were telking o .
‘oice cut in uay.ng “Ig that ©ll yrou have to inl¥ adout ouer the feige - -
phoner” and ¢.en in res.onse to tt: queTy, Miho the kell ars your", - il
'“c,tl:cd "reig ia a..rwbodd elaa. Zhe voice went on to cowcn* Hlr ¢
Jtheo vy Jo.x'ra colng ihi ingo, wLa va're going to Zose the wor,” lir, :orrestal.smc
‘he waa ".c.ag a Jdayy ua‘)amzwn ;Jzo'w at Sha tive gnd waa talking to S

dew Torikta -Fio 806 he hod nade G rao,a o,r the camcrsccton and vag 8 ad-‘ .

Bg .c ‘o m. . R _:_-“

LA

’ ’ I\aw‘*linod to "r, ?’orrea..az “the vartoxw OG0 fn wrtch ¢ ~.%
telc hone could do tappad and westioned thad I had ocpertesced puraonulg
n:riu.n inotances i ich tllugtrated the wooimecs of .J.a telephone (8 4.
MAD_Teaneote I told Kre Forresiul Rt I would ns :.e sure that oné of

our TE chacwd Gll of 4is -:honaa. St g
tr.:ly yo:.-ro, O '
wohn ’drm- I,faovcr
Dircctor
‘ »
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""?Xonoruble Jaucs v.)?- Srrestal

', vits your zcsistent, Cormumnier Gingrich, und witt-

I shell «

*Under Secrotary of th 6 Navy

- Weohingtom, D, C, . - TEIOE AT S

r\’

I have gona over in aetuil nit?\ Lr. Co!'fey your recant
ong distrnco 4clehong ,prodlome He info '

Lo that he conferred. :

ﬁl&im S. Se
Ste Plerre.zs lc-ll 28 with the of‘f‘ici::.ls of the coapany. _

- It was tho oonolu-:ion of the co:nwn), concurred in : P E
Ly the Burcauls teehniciunsy, thst the 4ncicent was probably C e
tn aceiiental cross cennection end ‘did r.ot x'osult t‘m & - o
oeli’mr\to attmpt to intarcept; Con

All lincs at your homo zcro "oxmd to be 1n good order.
rrango to have this check :{nde moathly homfter. L

-

.

ﬂlt,h be..t ro’urdﬂ. . )

; - A i_"" Bincerely youro,

ML 0
i Tdzar Hoover
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: ' THE LNDER SECRETARY OF THE Navy
WASHINGTON . ~oar - I R .
i S SR S e T :
: ' 6 May 1
i
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Je.mesixforreatal

M¥r., J. Edgar Hoover

Director

Federal Burean of Investigation
Department of Justice o
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Eonorable Jamea Y. forreatal

¥avy Department . o '-7"3.3;.:¢593%7f RS
;aghtnnton. D. 0, e T ;:-.,',".,_;_-.'_'.‘.f. ,.‘1 _ :f?‘\‘j{"x‘-"‘f“':f. PRI = “_m_'__.__;_;? e
'.IDear Jtl. L%T”ﬁié;ii;f;}{;;.:. k: S )
It vas-e real tArill to sce ehe 7
headltaee in last night's parers gnnounctng . '
’-your quotntaent as Secretary of. thc bcuy. AR -
ST I knOw that this fo a real cource . -
qj gratification to your many Jriends. The . S
crpointment t8 well geserved dy your sterling == . - U
. "and-stesdfast efforts curfag the past cructal . IR
" ysars. ..J &now you will take gour new office - t?i v
with tke sgme determfnction and enjoy the same - . . ..
suoceoswwh;dh has marked your caraer in the. } LEE ? 3§
Paat‘ . .; _-;','-v' o '. ',."_\" _‘_ . r .:.::‘A '. ‘ ':_._.-.-‘-_:. ‘:
- Ij at any ttue I con ever: bc o] ' SRRl
aaatstonce, .please do not hesftate to cal! o T
upon mne ettg;r peraonally or. ojftotally. t‘; s 2
e lttu~e:prcastona qf ay highcat cateen ik
and adntrctton,,\A RS . X - Sy
| s S L Ty S - B - B
R Stnccrcly,v
_— - _ bgg of
v _ »B&&E‘




© NATIONAL.URB ) - LY
e " . for Social Serviu. -— g Negroes '
et 1183 Broadwaey « Rpom 826 .a:-:';‘h2t5”3‘-~‘”‘
-i- .. New York City 10, New York . ;'_“'“'”.“ A
L Tels CHolson 3=1638 . - . . o.i lieen Dyl e
’f?iilifff“ 7 Department of Publie Education .-« ;--: Ebr releaae Wzrrzsngy March 14
o : o Mgt i t 1121y s L3ty 3 s : é z trisag : s : 333 _p‘;:t'ﬂ )
T RORTHER GAINS FOR NEGROZS TN NAVY, tmmn meuz e o
e i e / - ""‘ T slee s e s e m\D TQJD T e e ST ...;” *":: .“f_*‘_: s

New York city = larch 8, 1945: - The Navy Department under Secretary Jemee

in all brenches of the Navy Service. Thls assurance vas the result of a.

orrestel intends to pursue vigcrpus eteps toward the integration of Hegroes e

RS oonference held in WEshlngtcn today between Lester B.}ﬁranger, Executlve f;.,]

o :
Seoretary of the National Urban League, and Secretany Forrostal on tho statue i

..

.-of Negrocs in the naval forces, and attitudes or the Negro public regar‘*nv

N S

xhirocent rociel incldents that have occurrod.‘ Of the sane student gener,.atn B

" at Dartmouth 0011ege, the tuo men had not proviously met, but reoent

Y

correspondence hud lcd up to today's conversation. ‘h o ,i : : {;_

Aftor leaving the Secrotary's offlce, Lr. Grangor declarod thut Lr.. e

4

Forrestal had shown an enoouruvlngly frcsh nttitude tcwcrd tho whole questlon :

\

_of rncial inequallty and disorlmlnatlon in the.Anned Forces.- The two men
will mcot 8gain in the ncar future to discues in dctcil some of the points t;;
covered in todny's maeting. : "‘::‘ f'gfj;f-r ft.’ }.:'/u i .;

Among othor things, the Urben Leaguo Socretary omph;51zcd the need for f
N thorough invest1gution of the real conditions under which Negroes 11ve nnd

‘serve in the Navy, 50 as to uncovcr those Yuctors respon51ble for such

outbrenks as the “Hunver Strike" oerrled on recontlz;hyd’Egro Seubees nt

Port Huencmo, Californin. Other recannondations cuilqﬁ f?r vilde assigmmont -

. . i, 4\ .~ ""’("‘}:":;

of Negro nurses to duty in naval hospitcls, progrums for trnining nnd % :?fp e
ye . - S : L TEE T

(more..e *

N . tre . L vl : .
e . e PRI S . e N 7




‘ ‘ ET . . . l
N T, ‘_.-. . >.-. ‘.

Urban Loague/z

. T . . -

. ‘ e R u.ffn-i'~7:‘&~ SN
o oamnissioning or udd1t10na1 ofricer porsonnol and thoir assignment to a
o S PR "c;"

..__;y ) bread sproad of nuval responsibility. correctlng uncatisfuctory employmont

‘.n.-

i
4
.

oondxtlons in many shipyards and other navul establlshmants, nnd wider B
e . . 4 ’.,-..4-'" Z
publicity for Negroos ongagod in combat 1n other nuvnl sorvices. Hr.-

Loe L SWL E ol
“eas o

LI o PR

- Granger raised the questlon or the post-var stntus of Nogroos in the %avy,

,f

.;pointing out that except for mess attendants, stewnrds, and the like,iii“?,'yf

_.. B ~ -

:practieally u11 prosent Negro personnel are’in tho Nnvy's roserves rethen i’,:

. L -

'than in tho regulur serv1ce._vt:i;f,i_ii;: y

These and othar raclal problems, Mr. Fbrnestal was told cannot bo f

L A e o e ri-‘-\'.’r <.
o ‘solved by the s;mple process or uppoxntlng a Negro us oiv:lian nzde to the

._.’, < P

Seoretary. Mr. Granger'emph 51zed the nced ror wlder use of Negro comm S=

o~ - Lo m, W

f“.siened Pursonnel as speciallsts and toohnlcians throushout the whole =i )

e \ »--‘

s - departmcnt promotlon of somo to the rAnPs above thut of ensigns und lieuto-

.~,.

'ﬂnunts. creatlon of a formal publlo relatlono machinery to publzcizo in the )
) : < Negro and whlte press the uchievamcnts of colored sailors and marinos and

K _.', - s ‘<-:t.:.:.

ooust guard members: nnd setting up udvzsory mechlnory Whlch will establlsh ‘;

-~

sound raclul pollcy and actuelly put it 1nto effect 1n the vnrious branchesi

. -

. “" and divnslons of the Department. All of thls, 1t nas pointod out, eall

- i ifora good de1 morc than sinply the app91ntment or a olvillnn nlde. ',

1f'u v A flnnl pcint made by the Urben Leugue Exocutive was that u civ1lian

'j aido mlght be o channel or he mlght be a burfer betWeon the Nuvy Socretary
'.Bnd the Negro publlc, and for that ro son special caro must be takon to ‘

o

. f.give Nogro oplnion-makers at large free aocess to depﬂrtnentnl off;oials,

S, so that tho flevy Department might be 1nformod not only of happenings 1nside

3 <
. . .
Eoo-

\.the serv1ce, but also how those happenlnbs were afreotinr the genoral public._ ;

.- A\“ T e . .. AN o
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‘Negroes in tho thy durlng ‘this war.,';—naturolly assured Mr. Fbrrestal ER
'./ .

steps whlch we consider truly progress1vo and benoficlal to tho stutus of

:Negroes in tho Amorican democracy._-

Mr. Granger's closing oOmment on tho confbrenco was o8 follows: T

- - . \

“I found the Seorotary rocoptlvo to a11 of those suggestions, sev=ra1 of e
which ho had ulrcadJ conszdered ut some length. I am hopeful thnt futuro

oonfbrcncos, ard oontacts wlth other rcpresentutlves of Hegro orgnn1zations,
NN

ey .

will result in ropid improvonent f*r bqyond the gains nlready mado by

N .

that my own Organizatlon would cooperate wlth him to the utnost in taking
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Secretary Forrestal is waging & broad sampaign for the ...
democratic nomination to the Senate from New York State. He has made
certain commitments in connsction therewith despite the fact that

) Roert wagner's term does not expire until 1951. et
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i P N T hrmrEme
S .Eonorotle Jbaes Ve Ibrrectol Lo el
Co S508 Prospect hvenue T T T U LTl T o
. ' Fagkin ton,—D. C., L T e :

e e T 363?‘ J‘Q . - S _ e

.
Yo d gt

I wan.ed to e:tend you ay heartteat
Concratulat ons on your designation as {W_,,. o

- Secretary of Lefense gnd the speedy con= " ¢ -0l .
Jirmction whtch‘followed your appointment, .
wrich In ny opinion is o real tridute for p_“_,_..

'
I RIPPN. 3

1

)

.
e ye

*
1
1

- G Jod well cone cnd ¢ wonaenful penforaancc -ﬂ-pw.; T
) qf publtc seruice. ' o . . ?; . E
‘ 17 et any ttne I can be qf asatatance, '_“'
‘either personally or offtctally, I do hope you _ .
wtll not hesitate to call upon mes - T
Ytth ‘best wtahea and ttnd rcgarda, o
. ancerely, g -i?{f ;u;}ir
(s\_" a: *ri""ll“ocxe.‘r *
.V"-.-m- ~7 tvU ”""‘“J‘
¢
‘é-r




o g S DEPARTMENT OF THE NAvy 7 -+ &7 27 T i
: ’ DFFICE OF THE SECRE1ARY I |
e ‘ .. ou....  WASHINGTON u:;fﬁ¢;9.-“*“Mf:f*“"”VVf'““~ﬂ;_i.'
"" ST S 30 July 1947 . LTI TR
T A bt i e - ~ e b
' o PR R L I '>
,' - et Tl . : to s ke -
N e e e j
- t
. R . :
Dear Mr. Hoover: - i s e

Secretary Forrestal has asked me Tf-fg;.wmm

. 4 \ < .
to transmit this copy of tﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁily Worker

{on - ... . drecmree

¥t i,

o - to you, with a request for any informat

you might have bn the source of msterial con- . f.w

tained in A eld's article on page 1.

Singcerely,

R{U'W. Berry
Ceptain, U.S. Ravy .
Special Assistant to the Secretary

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.
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 Forvéstal

.\...,.. y

E

elped

AR
N
¢

|N >n~ m_:o_am

H.::mu V. 1.:._.2?_ the .. World, War.

ﬂai Secretary of zi_osw_
"Pefense, had a _major

.in the regg Ger-

Jwaan? '

threat to wor m

bart--Ary et WA g ot

"His appoi .:.Pgn T a

eace, For-

: restal, the ?..an president

- Navy .z.,.ﬁ p.ws.%..& ig- -

. S N .

nam.. im
“well as_ a nn.

piles, - nmc_cbwhvﬁmxﬂﬁau
- and troops for strikebreak- .
n:N- gg{ R .

ﬁmmk -

aw\_w 15 >a=3 as

" BODES JLL, NS

e DI, .- )+

H.Ao_...ounm_.u pEx::nBo:«
~ also bodes mo  good to Latin,
_‘America. As Mnnnuwvnnm.m.m.on
~ Dillon, Read & Co. he help-

"'ed float hundreds of mil-,

. -lions .of dollars in Joans to -

: ~many and the promotion of - .of Dillon, Read & Co., the .-

§ .- thea German .umm..:.:mnm. :. international banking -

i + The Worker will give a -, house, has_an_engrmous,

i - detailed story of 17 orrestal’s *. personal :r_.m....?p n the re-

v . active conneciion s;:_ the / vival of the man.sm.ﬂcﬁ..-n

5 (s war makers jonext - grysty that he did'So :.._a_....

. V:.:.,..M.L ssue, o establish,  —==7™ .

_ .I.!uv. Orges s—wﬁwﬁhﬁg& the  “Thiy is' the man whom’

¥ _closest connection with the. . -President Trum !m:: has

¥ Mozt deqlh_frusts in the . placed in clarge of . the-

o early ycars of the second _.ﬁo orld"s " Diggest 5_61::««
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-+« buttress the most uasacc?

T ey . oo R S 00 Ay

Forrésta ed have:.  aclionar 1ent—
. since been overthrown, And L +-every slooge of Wall Street
"many of the Tafii Ameri- oL

" can bonds he helped to float

' ‘i.;.'ﬁ..u’:ﬁw..f
) o
s..v..: L«._ogsgau mz_ the -b:mlhw.‘.._ ri On~
Nno&.. continent 3 nra aries again. .As U.S. mili--
South. . ‘tary “chief -he will be in a* "

All the noﬁgam:? ;wn . position 3 arm_every, rg-.

I 2.0

~»=against_the__people.. of
-, every land to the South.

o b restms R P

.~ "Brazil alone  gof more
than $180,000, 80 nnoa.

have been repudiated, with .
. immense losses to the rank .
- and “fifé ‘middle ciass inves- -

_tors” in "the" United States, syndicates headed. by For-*
~ who bit at his bait. r

e .restal’'s company in ; the .
“But Hemnmwna_ will now be' . eE._w. and mid-1920’s,

—B a. posiifon pc hél .Frw._.o : «noazaﬁa on Back Page) -

v
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(Continued frOm Page 1)
One $27,000000 bond fssue to|collectors. - ‘

o Bolivia in 1928 was used to help| He admitied to the Senate B&nk- . .

ifinance Bolivia'y Fiih Paraguay|ing Currency Committes in 1933 1

that he hed failed to pay any taxes =~ -

on one block i slock - H

market profits in 1829 for four years. .

Then he paid only $6,000. ’

Under tross examination Forres-

tal told how he set vp a Canadiam - * - .-~ R
bholding company for tax purposes.
The Canadian company was owned

by a Marylzud company in turnp, -
and the httcr »Mtrolm
Forresfat hiraself, .By juggll% the
;““““" around he dodgéd the tax

[

was crude—s) that -
someone ‘else” ‘Exfém%”gona B N
somewhere else, g_gg 925 H iha ’
;‘% ’ -
e present De!ense Secretary

ic1d the committer thet b gotuslly

paid some $300,000 in taxes in 29, L

This indicates his income into “

the millions, after making allow-

ances he usual “deductions™

and “exemptions” and the low tax

rate prevailing that year. .
Forrestal isn’t as rich ss_the T

B U VI

. f e e g -

expense ol the zovemments tle

il The Chaco jungles.

[~ ¥olvia fought this w:u.gw

cenary for the Btandard Oil inter-
A N : I [~ ¥ 2%

wr

ests that wanted to seize the oll

Rockefellers” "Eﬂ'ﬂ"’ﬂxe“}!mm

lands south of the Andrean plateau.

- company admitted
tRal much of this loan was used to

vhose~Tepresentatives sit on the . -

boards of his eompanys securma
affiliates.

-But the former president of Dil-
lon, Read is the téammate. of the
Rockefellers, Morgans"‘iﬁa‘ - Pifionsear:.
and he sFof Wall Streeg.ln
the super-yofé?fﬁ 'gm "ot Secre-
tary of Nauona! Detense o ot

pay_for armamenis from the Brit-

ish ¥Vic kers arms trusL D

Forre.sial was . king mmxons a8
SR Rt

year i.n Jush vears on Wall Street.
Some of his wlnmngs were 8

+
kS
-

s v mnaps s = 1@ o e g e A e o

Giten Sz e oy -y s e
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‘ SQBJECT: Az"t‘iEe in July '23t.h issue SR . - g Pty 1 b et s s s o0

- §f theX®eily Worker entitled . = - . D e
Porrestil Folped Re-irm Reich,® T U
by Arg Shields, S e e e gL
. i,

. ‘ Inasmuch as there is no information in the Bureau's files O il f i Ll
cerning the source of the material contained in the above article » 1tele-"
phoned the New York Office at 10:35 A, K, today and, in the absence of . ::wime:
_ " talked with! o : [ Tasked o', = .
~to check the files of the New York Office to determine whether they contained
any information relative to the source of the material in this article, _
I also suggested that inguiry be made through various confidential sources -~ - - -
available to the New York Office in an effort to develop 'some informtion: ~—
regarding this matter. I told| ‘ ~ [that for his confidential '~ ——— -
information the Bureau had been contacted on this matter by the Special - ... '
“"Assistant to Secretary of the Navy Forrestal, . - oL

2y

en o ma e e
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BY SPECIAL LESCGaR oo o

c..ptainR.I.Berry ' Lo
. Special Assintart ¢o tho Seﬁretary L
Offico of the Soc"etary o
. Departmsnt of ths Havy .
las‘xincton, 0. C. -

Daar Capvain Ean-y: - i

T I’ith rezard 45 your le'ctor of Jnly }O, 19u7; w -F

L regrat to adviss that we have no inforsation on the BOUrCE - .

o of the matoriel contained in Art Shield's article on Lol T
S - -} o.f the Qy Zth ingus of the Dﬁ"q’ l'oracer. Lt *'°-.’.:.,' Lol

LN

' . l’o ha'.ro dovclopo\. ini’ormtion, hmver, Mcatmg
that ths “Dally Worker® for August 3rd, on paga three, w1 -
‘earry ansther articls on Secretary Forrestal. This artisle,
it 18 our undsrstanding, sets forth the sources tmvhom .
4% dnformation was cbtainod. Por exasple, 2t alle ‘
” Quectes formsr Seoretary-of the Treasuwry Uorgenth e, the E&ll .
Street Direstory, Sonate Commiites hearings, ¥oody's .. .ol L rh
_ Encyclopedia, the Standard Wall Strest Ck.u.do, tba Hew Iork . RN

. : ?*..'nes,e.ndths}.mericm Govnrmantﬁeekly. A -

¥e chall’ ba slert to the pcasibJ.i" ot oatnin.mg :
L additiona}. information concerning this npitter and, in the -:s.'

. event we are auccassf‘ul, we shall of oourse’ be pleasad to ".fff"‘f_,.‘ ceh
adviee you. ; R R

g a - we— T T g G
o g T o . - s T T e - N - - . .
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3 THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ~ © ~ . =~
. f _ WASHINGTQN SO S I I
P .A T TR "'—“ et o L 6 Hovember 19)‘7 ol 1“_.— A“_'“.‘—‘....u“ j: “f‘—\“&w:“‘j‘w‘ E

Dear Edgar: --

‘When you get back will you please give o
T we & ring about the checking of CIA personnelt -rr—rr-—s=' -
‘It wvas not quite clear at our last meeting -
vhether you would be willing to continue to N
do the checking. I very much hope you will =~ =™ "'~
and that you von't pull the rug out vithoﬁt

giving us a chance to argue.

Sincerely yours,
= !

JBme&%EPrrestai




Bashington, D. C. R - s

e e e e D e i s e+ e oo e 1

Dear Jinm: _ . o
¥hile wo ars greatly overburdened with
Loyulty and Atozic Energy Act investigstions, 1 have

givea your request of Hoveaber 6 further considerstion, . . . ..

end 1 an gled to sdvise you that wa will be ahle to
oxtend the date to Juouary 1, 1948, for the -
82 CIA invostigoticaz. 2 4rwst 4hfs will s of 5alp
fa the situation. I heve written Admirsl E{llenkostter
todsy sdvising hiz of this.

lﬁth kXind personal regards,

Sincmly yours,
, J. Edgar Hoover * i

TR RS T R R ST T e

]  Bovesber 13, 3947 . - o TN ITEILIET

. g ' - A ‘:. - bl A
Bonorsblo Jumes $oTarrestal - :
Secretery of Defense e e
Netionel Defense Building : o
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Re: Janes Forrestal - . = .- e
. Secretary of Defense L

. - e s e o et
R e il R SELE NS VAP G SULE SO ST S Y b aah e H

“*5<'“ Ie Background ~~ o7

S aheaia s e

e James Vincent Forrestal was born in Dutchess County,

New York, in the little touwn of Beacon, on February 15, 18282,

He attended local public schools and later became & newspaper _ . .. .
reporter, working for the newspaper in his-home towun and in--- . . -

Poughkeepsie and lfount Vernon, JNew York, continuing his | '
newspaper work, to some extent, even after he entered college. ... _ .

[ U VD

Forrestal went.to pDartmouth JSor a year and then ... . .. .
transferred to Frinceton, where he worked his way through.
His career at Princeton was outstanding. His nicknerme ct
college wes “"Runt, " although he stands a good 5'10" ., re was-
puny, however, and made it a point to which he still adheres, ---w-.
to develop and maintaim top physical condition. Forrestel - - - ---
wes graduated in 1915 after having been elected to a number '
of important clubs.

After leaving Princeton he went to work for the
New Jersey Zinc Company as a clerk and later sold cigarettes
Jor the Tobacco Products Company. Toward the end of 1915
he became a bond salesman Jor the banking firm of Willicm Ae
Read and Company (subsequently Dillon, Read and Conpecny, )
which was then emerging as one of the important houses on
lfall Street. He continued in this new position until the
outbreak of the first world war. : '

Fhen the United States entered the war he enlisted
@s a Javal Aviator. He trained with the Royal Flying '
Corps in“Canada because of the lack of training fecilities
in the United States and was stationed in Fashington at
Hampton Roads and at other Javal stations. - This training
was an introduction to Naval usage which served him in good
stead in his important positions in the Navy Department.
/ith demobilization, he went back to work. -

On his return to Dillon, Read and Company Forrestal
was made head of the Department of Bonds Sales, and in 1923
he became a partner. FHe was soon known on 7all Street as the
right-hand men of Clarence Dillon, then head of' the house, S
In 1926 Forrestal was advanced to the position of Vice
Fresident o/ Dillon, Read cnd Company. Twelve years later

£ he succeeded kr. Dillon as Fresident.

»




.;_;_ S James Ibrfestal was married to XMrs. Jbsephiﬁe?'- ;“._w_
- o B Ogden, a writer on the stafS of Vogue, in 1925. They have -
_.: two SONnS. . . P . e e e A

-
‘v
»

s
.

S Despite his important interest in Nall Street, -~ .o
Forrestal did not set himself up in opposition to stock T C
market regulations. On the contrary, he, with others
representing the "young blood” of ifall Street, were in the. ..........
Jorefront of those offering advice and cooperation.” In this _
way Forrestal renewed his old acguaintanceship with Presilent
Roosevelt which had its beginning in neighborly Dutchess
County. lLoreover, Forrestal met and won the admiration of
Harry Hopkins, the closest friend of the President. . . .

In 1940 Forrestal was appointed an administrative
advisor to the President and served as liaison man in hcndiling
the national defense program. Although Forrestal had been

adninistrative advisor for less than 2 months the FPresident. ... .

called upon him to fill the new office of Undersecretary of . - .

the Navy. . . P e
- Forrestal assumed these new duties in August 1940 - - -

and in April, 1941, he flew to London in order to establish -+ - -

a close liatson between the United States Navy and the :

Britishk Admirelty. ¥ith the United States' entrance into

the war the President made Forrestal part of the vitel

"inner jar Cabinet” which included Secretary Full and Secretery

Stimson, Acdmiral Stark, General arshall and Sumner iJelles,

Forrestal became Secretary of the Navy in lay, 1944, in which

capacity he servec until July, 1947, when he was appointed

to ‘the newly created post of Secretary of Defense. '

II. Contacts with the Bureau .

, Bureau files reflect many cordial contacts since .
Forrestal's arrival in Fashington in 1940. As a result of
meetings in their official capacities, James Forrestal and
the Direcior have become personal friends and throughout
this period Forrestal has displayed a high respect for the
Bureau and an exiraordinary willingness to cooperate with
the Director in every way. On numerous occasions he has
turned over to the Bureau correspondence and information
which he jelt would be of interest to us. He has been
interviewed severel times by Bureau Agents in .connection
with special inquiries on persons being considered Jor
responsible government positions. XForrestal has repeatedly
sought the Director's advice on intelligence matters and

Srom time to time has received summaries, pamphlets and oiher
: »




_ L material from the Bureau. Some of Forrestal's nbtewafﬁy“.~m””.-
- : contacts with the Bureau are outlined below. - - . - :

. On Decenmber 3, 1940, Forrestal, then Undersecretary
of. the Navy, wrotz tiie Director to thank him Sor a report il L
on his personal wires and to advise that he would be guided
by the Director's suggestions as to when and if they should
be looked ot cgain in.the future. Again on April 22, 1942, ...
Forrestal called the Director in regard to "wire tapping." "
He related that while talking to a friend in New York over
@ Navy Depcriment phone that morning he had been interrupted
by an unknown voice commenting on his conversation. The
Director told Forrestal that he would have one-of our men ._
check all his phones for tappings. 0On May 2, 1948, the ' -
Director wrote Forrestal to advise him that investigation
indicated the incident of April 22, 1942, described above, - _.-.-.. . .
was probably an accidental cross connection and not a
deliberate attempt to intercept. The Director also made . :
suggestions as to future precautions and possible installctions
to prevent a recurrence of the same. Forrestal was extremely
grateful for the Director's attention to this matter. LT

s

) Oon October 15, 1942, the Director wrote Forrestal
requesting priority assistance with the Army and Navy
Xunitions Board. Forrestal replied on November S5, 1942,
enclosing a copy of an Army and Kavy llunitions Board letter
to the Director indicating that the Bureau had been granted
an A4-1 priority rating. The Director replied to this
communication expressing confidence that the rating issued
would facilitate ‘the Bureau's efforts in protecting the
internal security of the nation. ' R

On December 9, 1943, .
reported to the Director a comprehensive talk which he had
with Undersecretary iorrestal on December 7 regarding
Communist activities in Latin 4merica. Time and time again
guring this discussion Forrestal erpressec admiration of
the Bureau's adility to adjust itself in foreign fields
gnd dbring about the results which it had. Forrestal added
he was glad the Burecu was more and more taking over the
complete domestic intelligence Sield and that the Navy was
cutting down its personnel in Q.N.I.

On larch 22, 1944,
conferred with Forrestal on two subjects which the Director
had instructed that he take up. First was the subject of
radio messages intercepted by the Bureau and Jurnished to
the Jevy pepartment wherein the iavy had refused to furnish
decodes to the Bureau. Forrestal thought this situation
outragevus and was burely restrained from imnediately
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_summoning Admirel Redmond to

]

his office. Forréstal'cha;acterized“

the "so-called secrecy” of the Havy as a Joke and promised to - -

rectify ithe situation immedi
discussed with Forrestal at
operations being conducted b
by 0.8.8. Forrestal express
and adced thet he had alreac

then Undersecretary of Stcte, the great desirability of ~--m oo

Gtely. The other subject -

this time was the survey of G-2.
y the Cook Cormittee inspired "~ "~
ed his disgust with this procedure

Yy discussed with Mr. Stettinius,

-

Placing the FBI in the central position with regard to all -

intelligence natters cnd ing
pursue that objective. Thes

tceted that he intended PO o i

e remarks are typical of the

coincidence of interests between Forrestcl and the Burecu

which he has expressed on ot

her occasions. In this conneciion-

it will be recclled theat Forrestal, us Secretary of the iavy,

testiied on Jenuary 17, 184
Afjairs Commitiee, in Savor
organization for ¢ll governnm

6, before the Senate ilitary

of @ unified postwar intelligence < -~

ent agencies.

on ﬂay'il,'1944, one day follbwing Forrestal's

appointment as Secretcry of
a letter o congratulations
this note of the Director's
letiers he had received and

the Liavy, the Director addressed
to him. Forrestal replied that
wcs one of the most satisfactory .
closed with, "I hope that beiieen

us we mey be cble to -carry out some o/ the things you and T ‘

have tclked about.”

on July 17, 1945,

Forrestal sent the Director a

study of the internationcl objectives of Communism which he
had had made and recuested the pirector's comments on it.

By letter of July 19, 1945,

the Director agreed with the

genercl conclusions that "The international Comrunist moverent
still echoes the international policies of the Soviet Inion
and that the movement hcs lost none of tts revolutionary

objectives.” The Director,

the cuthenticity or correciness o certain sumnary portions

of the study submitted.

on July 20, 1947,

however, declined to commen® on

s

Secretary Forrestel's Office sent

the Lirector a cory o/ an article which hag appeared in the
Daily Jorker castigating Forrestal for his former Dillon,
Read associations. JForrestal requesied any information

which the Bureau might give
material. On August 1, the

him as to the source of this
Director wrote Forrestal advising

him of additional material concerning him which was scheduleg
to appear in subsequent issues 0/ the Daily lorker. In
thanking the Director Jor this information rorrestal said,

"I have had 100 per cent coo

peration, both brofessionclly and

personally, from you since I have been down here. I have
always valued it and will try to justify it in the SJuture,” ’

< p-



fbrrestal's appointment andg speedy cbnfirmattbn as -

Secretery of Defensz in

July, 1947, were the subject of @ -~ -~

letter of congratulations from the Director, . S

on llovender 6,

1947, Forrestal wrote the Director ..~ =

“regarding the checking of C.I.A. personnel in which he said, -
. "It was not quite clear

be willing to continue to do the checking. I Very much: - e
~hope you will ond that you won't pull the rug out without -

at our last neeting whether you would

giving us a chance to argue.” (ne week later the Director -

On Jenuary cl,

.brote Forrestal extending the deadl ine Jor the handling of
.CeI.de investigations until January 1, 1948, )

1948, Forrestal regretfully declined

the Director's invitetion to address the graducting class of )
FBI jlational Academy on ifarch 26, due - - -

the 37tih Session of the

. One qf the current problens fecing Secretary of

- to the pressure of his official duties.,

v o e e des

Defense Forrestal has to do with his championship of universal

military training, a pro

since 1944, In this connection on two differcnt occasions
in February, 1548, the Director has furnished Secretary

Forrestel with informcti
Communist Farty to unive
informction on the patio
¥ilitary Treining.

III. Associations of In

gram which he has supported Jorcefully

on regerding the opposition of the
rsal military iraining and also
nel Youth Assembly dgeinst Universal

terest to the Bureau

Beccuse of his 7oll Street background, Forrestcl has

been the object of consi
known individuals as Sen
mate ) and various public
Daily Forker. He has be
and his former financial

derable criticism from such well
Gtor Glen Taylor (gullace's running
ctions including Pravda and the )
en called "The fist of iHall Street®
declings as en oficial of Dillon,

Reacd and Company have Srecuently been cited. It will be

recclled that in 1923, @
Roosevelt administration
in Congress against cer:
of the Senate Stock Mark
opened with Ferdinand Pe
Forrestul was called to

6s well as his company's
that he was able to auoi
market projfits in 1929 b

In connection
getion o)
is well known to tke 3ur
that the subject,
wvas a ver

uring the early days of the first

5> there was a great deal of agiitation
ain stock market practices, - Hearings

et Investigating Committee were

cora acting as Committee Counsel.
Jashington to testify as to his oun,
activities. At one point he revealed

d paying tcres on :8C4, 000 of stock

y Sorming two personal holding companies.,

with the - investi-,
in July, 1941, who
eau, called the pirector to advice

Vv important young man and a very

.
P
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close friend of E | ‘L_, . iJ@meﬁ_ZQerSEGAQL;MWWmM

On December 28, 1942, ... "ffff"l”ffwﬁfi:};

Co e appeared voluniarily at ihe Buregy timuiimmumTioesre s
apparently hcving gotten vind of the fact that we were - - - e
interested in some o/ his dealse - oo

e e e % RV
L LTI - - -~ TREVS

_ alleged
that Janes Forrestal, then Assistent Secretery of the Jlevy, +imrmann -
wes "out tQ get™ Secretary Knoz; that he knew this beccuse - =~~~
wes elso a close personal friend

fe—- . Of Anox and that . Fnox WOTTTIed 0VET tNe MALECTe - i ri ot i e e e o

TR On larch 14, 1945, the llattonal Urban League - e
announced that the Jiavy Department, under Secretcry Forrestal, -
intended to pursue vigorous steps toward the integration of < -
Negroes in all branches of ilavy service. This announcenent

came after a conference between Forrestal ond Lester B, e
Grenger, Erecutive Secretary of the ¥.U.L. Granger declared
that Forrestal had shown an encouragingly fresh attitude

toward the olc question of racial inequality cnd discriminction
in the urmed forces. In this connection it is noted that in
Decenber, 1945, the Chicago Lefender nominated 10 XNegroes cnd

11 white persons as "the most outstaencing contributors to .
recial harmony in this country.” Cne of the nominees was
Secretary of the javy James ;Forrestal. :

The activities o) Ella #inter, pro-2ussian writer
and lecturer, were reported in December, 1945, in connection
with the . tnvestigetion of

It wecs noted that many copies of iss

Finter's new book, "I Saw the Russian People, " were mailed
by the publishers, Little, pBrown and Company, to -personal »
Sriends of hers with inscriptions in her oun hand to these
recipients. The copy sent to the Honorable James Forrestal,
‘ then Secretary of the Navy, was inscrided "For Jo and Jim,
e © Love Ella.” ' : - ‘

-
£ : - 6 -
f— N ., -
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s Jojuery 21, 1983

YEVO: AZDTN./ /o o
. — _
‘ ) - . \__\‘__‘ . - ‘-—.—-—_- 3 S T
- _ o e 50T
| I returned the Aitorney Osneralls call and he - -
aduieed no thot ke hod talked to Secretary of Dafensec-Forrestal . .
uhio, ke ototed, was quite upset at whad ke ealled o pacar o TR
eazzaizn phtc’ wee befagy direoted ot Ain, The Aftorney Cencral
ricled that Forreelal hol 6.ovy Aln tome nmesscges w:fckhe he - ,
aiated Lad supsosedly o=angted from esme womaa by the noze of R
orel, 6ad ke, the dttorncy Oensral, wanted to &now $f we had - 1 -
asy «wJoraztion (n our files pon suck @ pereon, I odvised . . . . .
Bim thot ve would be glad to oheck ead.let hin ¥now, Sl -

>

. %wtmw§wu,fhrf Mi_Qm
P FTH -

John Kdoar Hooner
Co A Plrector

.
e ¢
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Honorable Jomes V. Forrestal T
L Secretary.of. Defense .. Tl T e e e

National Defénse Buildtng."‘ AR :
.'aahington,/s; . o A

R N Tl e T L

Dear Jinme fc«- ResThal

. TIPSR £ T
. - — e - Y

: 45 you prepare to return to - . Fle e

- private 1ife, I want you to know kow i i R
deeply I have appreciated tlhe privilege = e

, e of the close relationship which we have oo
P had during your career in the government.,

' - I shall always recall with pleasure
these assoctiations and I do hope that
even though you are leaving official
life I may have the pleasure of seeing
you fromr time to time, If I car ever
be of service r hope you will not,
hesitate to call upon me, :

¥ith every good wish,
Sincerelb,

I S Lo S
Vralzd to e Sliotop
.
’
H
— — = = e ~r

o s e e
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' A OFFice of Direcrog —-— - - " -
- ) " FedemaL BUREAU OF INvESTIGATION
UNITED STargs DEPARTMENT Of JusTice S i sl
. MNoreh 28, 19¢9
There was g Porty at the White ok
House thig afternoon Sor Ar, . wan
Forrestal ang during the after- e
noon he remarked to owley,
that he duspects that hig Phone N
are besn 8pped and asked #o ’ ‘
vhom ke shoyld 8peak adout thig
: %0ley told hip dr. Hoover ipgg the
i one to talk %o about {t gng teld 1y -
Forrestal e would be glad ¢o call for
i in. KHe sqid RO, he would call ¥r, Hoover
‘ himselp, - . e R L
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' Orrice OF gmectoa . ;

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

. A UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ;'STﬁt . ‘ N M L
Record of Telephone CAl OMWM R

1

s
B
|
;
H

Mr. meegg orre
=ca+Fed--phoned.

A

Phone No.
Hour . B . Date o - lg '9-*:'-“-';'.“ Tt e s s emse e s

e e s e e

Y !"-‘i&m‘.u,' fs
aee

REMARKS
Asked if lr. Hoover was in town, gnd was told .
that Mr. Foover was out of the office the _
remainder of the day and asked if there was &
message. He 8aid he would call Mr. Clark to
see if he knew i1f Mr. Hoover was returning,
and inquired i/ he wouldn't know. It was er-
plained that the Director was out of the -office
and not erxpected to return, but if he contacted
the office, ¢ message of his callmould be given
the Director. He was requested to give Rhis
_nome 80 the Director could be aduised and he,
pronounced his name as "ir. Forrest." The ,
spelling was verified and he gave it a8 "Mr.v
. Forrestal” and later gave his first name a8 '
"Jomes." He was asked if he would like to
leave his number, and he stated he could still
be reached through the Fhite nd_he
vould like Mr, Hoover to call him at homes

Yo aTeead. .

41y

-~

. - He was thanked for calling and told Mr. Hoover
would be informed of his message as 8Soon a8
possible. He spoke quickly and used short

abrupt sentences.
T e e J

e ke e ae
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cee ... Haroh 29, 1949 i e e i
. - . . » < -
o QUeZ8 T e i i
o : L ”Ef. JJ:!'L’J'.DJJ e e e e

U I roturned tha call of Xororable Jozes Forrecotal, . .-. .
S Joraer Secretary of Lefensee  Hre Forrestal told me that ﬁe‘ A
suagocvcd hig phonv weg being tcp .0d and he uondercd if it
wo:ld be poasible jor ua to cheek ¥nto thia matéere I
cdviged him thot I would be very glac $o look into thig =~ =

esd clse discusaed with hin o Jew precsutionary Rcasuroes
La co.;.ld taie in ordar to _pra.)enb auch cn tnct‘.cniz occurrmg. s

Ve ry e zly youra,

- STRE 2

John Edzar Hoovar
Lirecctor -

-

L2

j




SR T mwen 30, 190 R
T T Honorable Junmes V., Forrestal EEIR
3508 Prospoct Strest, N, W, T - -

Washington, D. ¢, -

R DQ&X‘ Jimg o - S --: e AU -~~ - et <y e

I wvanted to 1§t.you know that we hAva"m’:' _ -
completed ﬁbe check of ibe telephone lines and - 7_ fﬁ“;~#;“
S - instruzonty 1n'your residence and that all were ... ”::ﬁ;m::,‘fnw;;f»d
found to be clear.

It wap & plecsure to be of this
assistance to you, ‘ . ‘ -

*

-With expressions of ny highest regards,

8incerely yours,

d. Edger Hoover
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Mhppes Gaofinn g Sl wEs e B

James Torrestal -

T Nessgeanec LT o

e e . . o April 7: 191"9 el - L e
My dear Mr. Hoover: )

T 8 In the absence of Mr, Forrestal, .=~ ~ T

o . this will sclmowledge receipt of your note . . . ... . ...

to him of March 30th. It will be shown to .
_fi* o him at the first opportunity. _’.f‘ L ‘;1‘f;‘;f{f

Maria Rotondo
Secretary

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover _ . -

Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

United States Department of Justice S
Washinéton 25, D. C.

-

o L Sincerely yours, .M:WLL;Qt“'wmmfudi i
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As you know, no Papers were printed in Washington Yestercay
due to the printerst strike. A perusal of today's Washington Post does
not carry any information to the effect that Forrestal attenpted to comnit
Suicide,
# - ACTION: | e
s é ” ' i N
None. Tie above is for your mformat:.on;.
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The purpo'se of tnis mencrandum is to set forth inforfmation -
telephonically furnished by the WFO at 1:30 P.M., April 7, 1949, to the

effect that Janes Forrestal, former Secretary of Defense,had attempted
to conmuit Suicide on Apri.fl. S, 19149._“”‘___._4_; t o ST

DETAILS: :

e
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ﬁice Memomndum ~* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
S 10 s S “7fff“:5_' L ;Eé?iff © pare. May 22, 19h§“:"“ |
_._.;i N FROM - E e B S S L S S LA VU SO L SO VLU SO

S susecn: FORMER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
JAMES V. FORRESTAL | ST
© 0 DFOREATION CONCERNING = i s s S

- > - — A b MO e e BE £ Sn b amOmAr e #A W S
el Lk - et e o o e e te s et vt e e v ” . - - - 3

This is to advise that at 11:05 awm.,,
e telephonically advised that former Secretary of Defense =~~~ T U
James V. Forrestal committed suicide this morning by jumping out of
a window at the Bethesda Naval Hospital. _ advised that o
Mr. Forrestal's suicide had not yet appeared in the newspapers or on TS
the radio but would probably be on the radio within the next two hours
RS requested that - ' be notified of the suicide of

Forrestal,

ACTION TAKEN

At 11:05 a.m,, the home of e T T
was telephonically contacted and the information concerning the suicide
of former Secretary of Defense Forrestal was given to - R
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et
| Moy 23, 1949 )
‘ SPECIAL DELIVERY
: <
et 4 s i "Mrs. James V%orraatal o ___ e e e s £ e e
3508 Prospect Street, Northwest
flashington, ‘D. C. - - - - Co- e
Dear Mrs. Forrental'x. . ._ o SR o
_ Jin's passing was a terrific shock tome ~ = -~
and I wanted to write you this personal note to ~ = T Tt
lot you know I am thinking of you in your hour of
sorros. Please lot me know if there is any way at .
all I cac be of assistance. During the entirg :"
period of Jir's illness I was most distresseds, -
“because I had come to rogdrd him as an intimath w2
friend upon whom I could lean heavily for advice,: "7 3
guidance and counsel. In his death you have dost: oo
@ good husband end T have lost e close, undotstand- =
ing friond. The entiro Nation has boen deprived: 3
of & distinguished public servant. e =03
= 2 e J
o - >
With kind regards,
Sincerely yours,
J. Edgar Hoover
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I‘EMORANDUM TS et s S i S “,"'Lf:'“f‘_: ;_;“f‘.?':‘ L‘.’f.’i‘:.“"(f::f“ ‘.‘:: i "'“ e e

SO - s AT e e

werpeeme e - Subjecb: Cleardnce of Informatlion for Publication ===~

. A\
v - -1, Publicatlion rights to bhé}g;grg_pf the late = =
o ' James Forrestal have been assigned by the executors of
the estate to the few York Herald Tribune which Ls -
==emsiee o DPrEParing for publlcation and public sale a book bageq ~ - -
thereon, Undoubtedly it will appear in serlal form in
fievspapers prlor to publlcation in book form, S
: 2. In accordance with an agreemsnt made between . .7
Xepresentatlves of the Whlite House, the Defense Depart- .
m@nb and the executors, all publlcations prepared from
the Forrestal paners are to be revieved by appropriate
governmental authority,

3. In connectlion with such a review, the following
reference is made to Informatlon which must have orliginated
In the FBI: .

4. Request comments as to whether the above quoteq
data can be bublished, in whole or in part; should be
deleted; or may be dlsclosed in different form, '
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‘ SUBJECT:  \.DTARY OF THE LATE JANZS FORRESTAL
_.ﬁ "‘.“"'"*T“L”""M""' N "‘f"f."u.—‘.—,' . . R ARA e S i en ke R e e

R R s e S

weeei o PURPOSE ——--- . . e s

To inform you that publication rights to the diary
of the late James Forrestal have been assigned to the - LT
éznﬂew York Herald Tribune,"” which is preparing for publica-
"T¥ion and sale a book .based_tRerean. The Joint Chiefs of ..
== Staff has referred _to_the Bureau.an.excerpt_from th
dated 11/8/45 ng;gting‘tQ_iaformatioanUrnishedwﬁomﬂortestal'sgpw__ N
office by the FBI. The names of individuals concerned and the
ddtarelating to them are incorrectly set forth. The Joint
.'Chiafs of Staff request our comments as to whether Th

Z:.S___d_igl‘y ad “'.‘TT;::’?:"J‘L'L‘; L s

» the data i .o
; can be published, It is recommended that Liaison advise the .. .

i~ lJoint Chiefs of Staff that this excerpt is incorrquuggg_gpat“Ar&'

(| #h¢ Bureau recommends Ggeifist its publication. oo 7

DETAILS -~ )

By memorandum dated 1/10/51 the Joint Chiefs of Stafyf
~ advised the Bureau through liaison that the pbublication rights
to the diary of the late James Forrestal have been assigned by
the executors of the estate to the "New York Herald Tribune, "
which is preparing for publication and public sale a book based
thereon. 1In accordance with an agreement mcde between the :
representatives of the White House, the Defense Department and
the executors, all publications prepared from the Forrestal

papers are to be reviewed by apprepriate governmental authority. . .

The Joint Chiefs of Staff referred to the Bureau SJor

its comments the Jollowing reference from the Forrestal diary:

L
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The Bureau on or befbre ll/B/ZS_dzd_nqt_idﬁniiju.to
Forrestal's o{fzce anyone “named L ._as-being
connected with atonic bomb espionage. - T R

The matter to which the diag

Ty refers is probably
\ tnvestigation resulting fro

m the disclosures made by T Nf;"@yem




- o ta et o fsin s a - SRR
- ' .
.-
. -
-
[ R
-8
.
- - — e - - e - -
-
Ty =
-
. . [ NSRS L P - - “~ - Coammc e N NN an S el b LS e e i -
Lk e+ it T- e A Msess —~ - e e e e e e — s -
- . _ . [OUE R s R e« S b e Ak et P
. - = e pme e wem —— - - - SELETIIN TLUIN L L e rises e e L e e n g e steviaes e e
' .
- ——e R T e
A

There would appear to be no valid reason for the erroneous
infornation contained in the diary entry, when Forrestal had in

his possession, or at least in hts office since 10/22/45, correct
znformatzon.
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ORSERVATIONS

The entry in Forrestalls diory is_incorrect.as to
both names and facts. The llavy Department at that time was _
trying to get out of an embarrassing situation with regard to

: It would appear that no good
purpose would be served by permitting the bublication of wholly
erroneous information, : . '

\ It is respectfully recommended that the Liaison Section
gf ihe Bureau advise , the Joint Chiefs of

taff that the diary e iry is erroneous SJactually, and we
ecommend against itslpublitation. .

e
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vcluntacred Lafobratioﬁrﬁx;t eﬁator “cCaPthy ves circulntinb

Lo stoiy et he rayei"cd $25,000 fiom Ben Sonnanbupg fur' -
.#ilegedly having Drew earaon luy o5 r the lste oecreca"y Farre"thl

K Gs

) He ut&ted hs oneckcd ;nto the backpranrd-of t\fa anﬂ '”‘,f
avcaetalined thet Clandenndn Ryan, Jdr. vas & vony close Fris end o o,
Pie lets-Sseretary forrssicl snd retained Ben oonnv*hw"rﬂgﬁ dd come:-

work fop n‘ﬂ. hncﬂ Pesracn and Vineholl .nlertogd am@;-,hﬁxﬁorrcwth

Ly 9 ssked S sonnendurg 1 sometuing couldn't be doue %o coms to tha

-4 {288 of Morprestal, Somnenburs {nformed HRyen thet he eculd buy o

Wirceusll end Pesrson off fopr v?d,GdO vharguson Pyan 2va 5°ﬂn°“b“““
2504009 and is t0111nq poeple that ¢ fonnenburg vaid $25;000 to- . ..

Ji L300, ongd £25,000 to winehell, Afte“ a2 lupse of soveral WOQHS -

i Winehell &nd fasrson continued to lemhosts Por,estal, he celley -
Csanenburg in and Sornenburg stoted that he ga"a 2;,000 to uavo -

s knd VPS,OOO Lo Ernest Cuneo ‘ . L
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O]ﬁce Memo/mdﬂm . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

..

c e T o 10/6/51

PB:0M |

SUBECT: . .f' T ‘ : R ST e s e

.t e

covtsed ne_ that there had been some ﬁigr

gussiqgmpg_th;Forrgg*gl_ﬂ;ary, “which was. complledhky"ﬂulter .”;,”_;«ﬂwwu

Milles of the New York_Heralgd Trtbung, . _ B ']
e - $olad” me“*““-”“““”‘

/-~— s ' of the Air Force told him that the
Fhite Hbuse had sat on the Forrestal material and had deleted selw"'“~

of the more damaging documents, although Secretary Lovett had nold
' ‘they had deleted only six letters.

s
Y
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March 9, 1952
John Edgar Hoover .
_ Fedrol 3ureau of Investzgatzon _ .
T Fashington, Ds Co- v om0 YT S e LI e S
Gentlenan° - 'j SR ,.“*>.~}-?; -
: On the Brundzge Ryan Grzﬂe Report (whzch is televlston
show out New York) a Mr. Ayan said he thought and would be
able to prove in the near future that James V. Forrestal was - - -
driven to insanity by placing two grems of opium and two T
grcms of some other narcotic in his coffee each day for two ',
weeks. He said this would drive any man into wanting suicide. .
I wrote Mr. Ryan th have as yet recezued no answer.
Would you please tell me zf there is any dOJbt that
Forrestal comnited suicide naturaly? I would also like to
xnow if taking those narcotics for the prescribed length of
*ime would cause said reactzon? Please- send the reply to the
~hove address.; : ~
~Yours truly,
i
H
|
3 .




. ?
o8

- Dear. | Ty
1252, has been received. - &+ -

-4t {8 not possible for me to furnish you any .-
~data ccncerning the matters mentioned by you PR

of interest to anoiher governmental agency,

Your letter poatrmarked March 12,

-

hile I would like to be of sefuvice, - .. -

since ikey do not relate to a violatien of 7" 7 T v oo

"any Federal law within the tnvestigative juris-

diction of the FBI. - .-.-.

Inasnuch as your communication mdy be’

howsver, I hove taken the 1liberty of forwarding <
-a copy of it to the Commissioner, Bureau of ~
Horcoiics, United States Treasury Department, .
. 1300 F Street, Northwest, Fashington, D. c. ]
o - Sincerely yours, i | |
- John Edgar Hoover.
e, Director - R
P—«-—-:




United States Dept. of the Navy 2 May, 1980
Chief of Yaval Operations '

The FPentagon

Yashington, D.C, 20350

Dear Cir or Maden:

Pursuant to the provisions of the “reedom of Information Act,
§5USC,552 as amended, I hereby request access to copies of the
docunentation enumerated as follows: ' '

-Copy of the final report of the officiel U,3, Navy “oard
of Inquiry into the circumstances surroundins the death
of former Secretary of Defense Adm, James V, Forrestal,
who died at 3ethesda Naval Yospital on 22 May, 194G,

If any expenses in excess of %25 ere incurred in connection with
this request, rlease submit all such charces to me for epivoval
prior to the{r‘being incurred. If this request is denied cither
in whole or in part, please inform me of your agency's appeal
procedures. '

Yours very truly,

e MO E

‘x‘T'| 9
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20372 .
) IN REPLY REFER TO .

BUMED:001B:JSS

MAY 30 1830

Mr. William L. Moore
P.0O. Box 189
Dewey, Arizona 86327

Dear Mr. Moore:

This is in response to your recent request under the Freedom of
Information Act for a "copy of the final report of the Surgeon
General's inquiry into the circumstances surrounding the death of
former Secretary of Defense Admiral James V. Forrestal, who died
at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May 1949."

Please be advised that no such report exists. For ‘this reason,
the literal wording of your request cannot be complied with. It
is considered, however, that you most likely mean to request a
copy of the investigation convened pursuant to the Manual of the
Judge Advocate General, and for this reason your letter is being
forwarded to the Judge Advocate General for action and reply. I
am sure you will hear from officials within that office in the
very near future.

Sincerely,

J. STUART SHOWALTER :

Lieutenant Commander, JAGC, USN

Special Assistant to the Surgeon
General for Medico-Legal Affairs

O . - . . . - - PRV . ——-




NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER

BETHESDA, MARYLAND - 20014 ' N REPLY REFER TO

NNMC-C35:mb
5210
10 June 1980

From: Commanding Officer, National Naval Medical Center,
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 :
To: 0ffice of the Judge Advocate General, Department of
' the Navy, 200 Stovall Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22332
(Attn: Code 21)

_ Subj: Freedom of Information Act request of William L. Moore

~

Encl: (1) Subject request

1. Enclosure (1), made under the Freedom of Information Act, is
forwarded for action since the requested materials are in the

_custody of the Deputy Assistant Judge Advocate General (Investigations).

c.k..

C. B. SMILEY, JK
By direction

Copy to:

Chief, BUMED (Legal) w/enc]
CNO (09B) .

Mr. William L. Moore

e s a e




DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL

200 STOVALL STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332 |N REPLY REFERTO

JAG:FOIA:ID-85-I:dvd
21/46679

¢

JUN 301980

Bill Moore
P.O0. Box 189
Dewey, Arizona 86327

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request
Dear.Mr; Moore:

This is in response to your lettér of May 2, 1980, received
in this Office on June 9, 1980, requesting a copy of the
final report of the official U.S. Navy Board of Inquiry into
the circumstances surrounding the death of former Secretary
of Defense James V. Forrestal, who died at Bethesda Naval
Hospital on May 22, 1949. Your letters are considered a

request for an jnitial determination of the releasability of

the requested material under the Freedom of Information Act
[5 U.S.C. § 552 (a) (6) () (1)1].

since this report is a personal, medical or similar file for
the purposes of 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(6), (the privacy exemption
to the Freedom of Information Act), and that the requested
document would revive dormant memories to the considerable
embarrassment of the Forrestal family, it is considered a
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy to release
the document. The fact that Mr. James Forrestal was, to a
limited extent, a public figure does not dictate a contrary
result, since the details of his medical treatment at the
Bethesda Naval Hospital are considered highly personal in
nature.

Therefore, you may consider this letter a denial of your
request for the subject investigative report pursuant to 5
U.S.C. § 552 (b)(6). ’

Because your request has been denied, you are advised that
it is your right under the cited statute to appeal this

determination in writing to the designee of the Secretary
of the Navy. Such an appeal, if any, should be addressed to:

~



Judge Advocate General (Code 14)
pepartment of the Navy

200 Stovall Street

Alexandria, VA 22332

The appeal must be received in that office within 120 days
from the date of this letter in order to be considered and

the enclosed COPY of this letter should be attached. It is

recommended that the letter of appeal and the envelope both
bear the.notation, nrreedom of Information Act Appeal.”

1. must inform you that the undersigned is the official
responsible for the denial of your request. '

k3 <

_sincerely.,

« -
‘ -~

/ G. MOORE
olonel, U.3. Marine Corps

{ss'is.,uant Judge Advocate General
ilitery Law)

] or'le—

W



. R,G, Moore,Col, USMC

Department of the N
200 Stovall G5t.

Alexendria, VA 22332

CE: JAG: POIA:ID-85-I:dvd

21/46679

Dear Colonel Moore: -
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JAG: FOIA:ID-85-I:dvd
- 21/46679

Letter of Appeal, page 2.

Evan so, the need for restraint, good taste and good sense is
recognized in the use of any material which might eventually

be released should this appeal be granted, Furthermore, should
it facilitate the granting of this appeal, I stand prepared to
grant .either your office or any designated represtntative of

the Forrestal family a written right of prior review and approval
for any material I may ultimately write Yased on the records
sought in this request, - o

Please note that under the provisions of §5-USC-552 as cited

above, you are required to act on this appeal within twenty
(20) working days of your receipt, . - | S

- .

Yours very truly,

William I, Moore
WIM/8 '

e ek WGl e e



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
200 STOVALL STREET
ALEXANDHIA, VA 22332 IN REPLY REFER TO
JAG:FOI:FD69:e33
14/15798

8 AUG 1380

Mr. Bill Moore
P.O. Box 189
Dewey, Arizona 86327

Re: Freedom of Information Act Appeal
Dear Mr. Moore:

This is in response to your letter of July 15, 1980, received
in this Office on July 22, 1980, in which you appeal the
decision of Colonel R.G. Moore, USMC, Assisf@ant Judge Advocate
General (Military Law), to deny your request for access to

the final report of the official U.S. Navy Board of Inquiry
concerning the death of the former Secretary of Defense, James
V. Forrestal. Your letter is considered to be a request for

a final determination pursuant to the Freedom of Information
Act [5 U.S.C. § 552(a) (6) (a) (ii) (1976)]. '

A thorough review of the pertinent record and the initial
denial action has been conducted, and it has been determined
that the decision made by Colonel Moore was entirely correct
since the requested report constitutes an intra-agency,
predecisional memorandum. A significant and legitimate
.governmental interest exists in withholding this record, in
that its release would tend to discourage valuable intra-
agency discussion. As such, this information is not required
to be released under the Freedom of Information Act [5 U.S.C.
§ 552(b) (5) (1976); 32 C.F.R. § 701.5(b) (4) (ii) (E) (1979)1.

Additionally, the release of this material would constitute
a clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy of Secretary
Forrestal's surviving next-of-kin, and the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act authorizes the withholding of this record under
such circumstances [5 U.S.C. § 552(b) (6) (1976) ; 32 C.F.R.

§ 701.5(b) (4) (ii) (F) (1979)1.

Finally, the release of the record concerning the final
hospitalization of Secretary Forrestal would not only consti-
tute a clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy of his
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" surviving next-of-kln,

Urvis
horiji
\Nces
ii) (.
lea
1 of
Unwa

.
-
2

,,,/' | ' L JAG:FOI:FD69:e3jj
(see previous paragraph for statutory
and regulatory provision for authority to withhold informa-
tion on this basis), but Department of Defense regulations
prohibit the release of such records without the specific

written perm1551on of Secretary Forrestal's next-of-kin
(32 C.F.R. § 66.3 (1979)]. Please be advised that Secretary

Forrestal's son, Michael ForreStal, objects to the release
of this record.

For the previously stated reasons you may treat this letter
as a final, complete denial of your request for the release
of the final report of the official U.S. Navy Board of
Inquiry concerning the death of Secretary Forrestal. As the
Secretary of the Navy's designee for this purpose [32 C.F.R.

§ 701.9(c) (1) (1979)1, the undersigned is the official respon-
sible for this action. You are further advised of your rlght

to seek judicial review of this decision.

Slncerely,

Ca e

C. E. McDOWELL
Rear Admiral, JAGC, U. 8, Navy
"~ Judge Advocate General of the Navy

For the Secretary of the Navy



L4219 W. Olive St.,#247
Burbank, CA 91505

7 March, 1984
Department of the Navy

Office of the Judge Advocéte Genheral
200 Stovall St.
Alexandria, VA 22332

Dear Sir or Madam:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, §5-USC-552 as amended,

I hereby request a copy of all documentation, including the final
report, generated by the investigation convened pursuant to the’

Manual of the Judge Advocate General into the circumstances surrounding

the death of former Secretary of Defense James V. Forrestal, who
died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May, 1949.

Fees and charges generated in connection with the processing of
this request are hereby guaranteed up to a maximum of $25,00.

Ydurs very truly,

ol TPt

HLO/ Hugh L. 0'Neal
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
200 STOVALL STREET '

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332 IN REPLY REFER TO
JAG:21:FOIA:gww
CF-91-84
2 1 MAR 1984

Mr. Hugh L. O'Neal
4219 W. Olive Street, #247
Burbank, California 91505

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request
Subject : James V. FORRESTAL
Date :  May 22, 1949

‘Dear Mr. O;Nealz

This is in response to your letter of March 7, 1984, requesting
"a copy of all documentation, including the final report,
generated by the investigation convened pursuant to the Manual of
the Judge Advocate General into the circumstances surrounding
the death of former Secretary of Defense James V. Forrestal, who

. died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May 1979." Your letter is

considered a request for an initial determination of the
releasability of the requested material under the Freedom of
Information Act [5 U.S.C. § 552(a) (6) (A) (i) (1976)].

The Office of the Judge Advocate General of the Navy is the
custodian of reports of investigation made in accordance with the
Manual of. the Judge Advocate General (JAG '‘Manual) concerning
incidents of this type.

The investigative report containing the referenced information
has been retrieved from our long-term storage facility and
reviewed. Upon initial review, it was determined that the
information contained therein was not releasable to you without
‘the authorization of the next-of-kin or a personal representative
of Mr. Forrestal inasmuch as the investigation is composed almost
entirely of protected medical records concerning Mr. Forrestal.
In this regard your attention is invited to the language
contained in the Code of Federal Regulations relating to the
release of information from medical records that "if the
individual concerned is . . . deceased . . . , the next of kin or
legal representative must authorize, in writing, the release of
the individual's medical records" (32 C.F.R. § 66.3(c)).

Personal liaison between this Office and Mr. Forrestal's son and
next-of-kin, Mr. Michael Forrestal, c/o Shearman & Sterling, 53
Wall Street, New York, New York 10005, has revealed that Mr.

Michael Forrestal is opposed to the release of this information.




Accordingly, in consonance with 32 C.F.R. § 66.3(c), Mr. Michael
Forrestal's objections and the privacy considerations of 5 U.S.C.
§ 552 (b)(6), you may consider this letter a denial of your
request for "a copy of all documentation, including the final
report, generated by the investigation convened pursuant to the
Manual of the Judge Advocate General into the circumstances
surrounding the death of former Secretary of Defense James V.
Forrestal, who died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May, 1949."

Because your request has been denied in part, you are advised
that it is your right under 5 U.S.C. § 552 (1976) to appeal this
determination in writing to the designee of the Secretary of the
Navy. Such an appeal, if any, should be addressed to:

Department of the Navy

Office of the Judge Advocate General (Code 14)
200 Stovall Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22332

The appeal must be received in that office within 45 days from
the date of this letter in order to be considered, and the
enclosed copy of this’ letter should be attached. It is recom-
mended that the letter of appeal and the envelope both bear the
notation, "Freedom of Information Act Appeal."

I must inform you that the undersigned is the official
responsible for the partial denial of your request.

Sincerely,

J. W. HO¥.
Captain, JACC, U.S. Navy '
Assistant Juige Advocate General
(Military Law) Acting

e )



12:45, lunch, General Vandenberg, Gener.! Bradley, Admiral Denfeld, Dr. Bush,
J. Edgar Hoover .

Mon. 24 May
10:28, Dr. Bush - ,
12:53,. lunch, the White House, off the record

Thurs. 27 May

-11:03, Dr. Bush

11.:18, Congressman Scott

14:45, Secretary Royal, Dr. Bush, Dr. Conant, Mr. Lever
16:15, White House, The President off the records

~ 17:35, General Vandenberg

(There's a big day)

12:00, meeting - Secretary Lovétt, Ger:.:ral Gruenther, Admiral Hillenkoetter,

Messrs, Plumb, Dulles, and Souers

Thurs. 3 June 48
NSC, at the White House 14:20

Sat, 5 June .
14:30, Admiral Hillenkoetter and Mr. Jussem

Fri. 11 June
Joint Chiefs meeting, including Bradley, Vandenberg, etc. Lunch with them as
well, : '

Tues. 15 June ) .
14:18, Admiral Hillenkoetter and Mr. Bransome

" June 17 Thurs.
14:25, NSA

Fri. 18 June

13:25, Lunch

For coffee - Mr. Carpenter, Dr. Bush
. 14:50, General Eisenhower

Fri. 25 June 1948
09:05, Dr. Bush (until 9:45 apparently)

Tues. 29 June .
12:45, Lunch Dr. Solandt and Dr. Bush, Mr. Warburg

Busy day, Wed. June 30

11:04, meeting - Admirals Leahy and Hillenkoetter, General Bradley, Vandenberg
and Gruenther, Mr. Souers, Secretary Royal ‘

12:00, meeting - Louis, Paul Strauss, Pyke, , Carpenter, General Nichols,
Dr. Bush, and Secretary Lyle :

Lunch, all of those -and General Eisenhower

Thurs. 1 July

TTATTRT .



Fri. 9 Apr.
13:50, Lunch, Senator Saltenstaull, Dr, Fush

Mon. Apr. 12 : ‘ ‘- ’
9:02, Dr. Bush S S
17 08 Admiral Hxllenkoetter

13 Apr. Tues.

9:40, Dr. Bush and Mr. Carpenter’ ‘
13: OO Lunch, Admirals Leahy and Denfeld, Generals Bradley, Spaatz and
Gruenther and Dr. Bush .

Sat. 17 Apr.
Saw Allen Dulles, 18:50

Wed. 21 Apr.

9:00, Dr. Bush (til 9:28) R : _
12: 05 Mr. Webb, Dr. Bush and Mr. McNsil, Secretary Harriman, Messrs. McCoan
and leetter S

12:52, Lunch

Thurs 22 Apr,
14:30, National Security Council meeting

Sun. 25 Apr.
10:30, Dr Conant -

Tues. &4 May .
Meeting of the War Counc:l - 10: 00 a.m S Coo Lo

Wed., 5 May
Admiral Strauss at 12:45
Joint Chiefs of Staff - 14:45

Tues. 11 May : . o ' N .
10:00, Secretary Royall, Sullivan and Whitney, Messrs. Hill, Ohly, Hargrave,
Klnney and Gray v

Sl lO General Robinson, Messrs. Souers and Mathews

Wed. 12 May : i *
13:35, Dr. Bush ’ .

Thur. 13 May
10:00, Research and Development Board meeting -

Tues. 18 May 1948
10:00, War Council meeting ‘
But Bush not there, Souers there, and Souers at lunch

Thurs. May 20
14:26, National Security Council meeting

Interesting meeting Fri. 21 May



18 Nov. , ‘ T
Breakfast with Admiral Badger

and General Gruenther

10:00, War Council Meeting, which included Souers

11:00, Hoover Commission

Wed. 19 Nov. ‘ .
09:30, Dr. Bush and General Gruenther

12:00, Publishers meeting

19:45, Dinner, The President and others

Thurs, 20 Nov,
9:15, Colonel Garnett . :
12:45, Lunch which included Mr. Souers, various other meetings -

2] Nov.
10:00, Cabinet :
12:45, Lunch with Secretary Lovett and Jzmes Conant

24 Novy. 47, Mon.

13:00, The President

15:00, Mr. Howard Alson ' A

16:00, Dr. Bush, Messrs. “Wilson, Marks, Lillenthall, Pyke, Bacher, Straus,
Waymack, and Leva. About the Combined Policy Committee of Britain and
Canada : : : T :

Tues. 25 Nov,

- Interesting Note: ,

9:30, Admiral MacIntrye, Thomas White o
9:40, General Gruenther .

10:00, Committee of Secretaries

. 12:14, Mr., .......

e e e C kTt c v eempaee - e e e e e <
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12:45; Lunch, Dr. Miegs, Dr. and Mrs. Graham, Dr. Bush, Dr. Swanson, Admiral
Parsons

Fri., 24 Oct.

09: __, Admiral Parsons :

10:00, Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Souers, Ingiis, Hillenkoetter, General Chamberlain,
Messrs. Ohly, Ervin Brown, Mr. Lovestone, Dr. Schumacher,. Mr. Hainey,

Congressman Dirkson. High powered R

7

27 Oct. 1947

Labour Day

10:30, Committee of 3 meeting - General Marshall's Office State - Lunch with
the President aboard USS Williamsburg, Mavy Yacht

31 Oct. 1947 : 4 -
12:54, General Kennan, Mr. Souers, Secr=tary Royal - talking about Spain and
Japan .

Sat. | Nov. 47
Eisenhower, 9:15, Lunch Nimitz, Eisenhov/er, Gruenther

Mon. 3 Nov.

10:00, Committee of 2 - Secretary of State's office | '
13:00, White House, Lunch, the President. Meeting of War Council - Royal,
Symington, Sullivan, Whitney, Harriman, Nimitz, Norstad, Gruenther, Vandenberg,
and Souers : ' ‘ ’

5 Nov,

10:04, Mr. Bush, General Hull,

10:30, Atomic Energy meeting _— ‘ .

12:14, Dr. Bush A oS

14:40, Mr. Souers, . ‘

16:00, National Security Resources Board meeting. ‘ :
There was a combined policy committee on Atomic Energy. On 5 Nov. Marshall,
Lillenthal, Bush, Herbert Marks, thall staff Mr. Gullion of .the State

‘Department. This had to do with the Britain and Atomic Policy.

10 Nov. 47 »

Admiral Souers at 16:00 -

12 Nov.

Admiral Hillenkoetter at 11:42

12:45, Lunch with the Joint Chiefs of Staff
15:45, The President

13 Nov. . -

10:00, Meeting of secretaries - Royal, Sullivan, Symington, Whitney,
McNeil, Souers, Hill, Leva, Captain Barrie . I

12:45, Cabinet lunch . '

14 Nov.
10:00, Cabinet meeting
11:00, National Security Council Meeting




Tues., 30 Sept. 1947
09:30, Army and Airforce Missions meeting
Royal, Symington, Spaatz, Sullivan, Nimitz, Sherman :
11:00, Swearing In Dr. Bush, Mr. Hargrave (Office of Secretary of Defense)

Wed., | Oct.

11:45, General Wedemeyer

12:00, Admiral Sherman .
12:45, Lunch, Dr. Bush, Sir Henry Tizard, Mr. Royal, Mr. Andrews
14:30, Mr, John Costello ‘ R

‘Mon., 6 Oct. 47

13:00, Lunch, The President ) :

15:30 - 16:30, The President :

On 6th Oct. interesting comment - With regard to Eisenhower's presidential
flirtation, he, The President, said he had been amused to have return from
Japan that he thought the President would have to face the prospect of
MacArthur's returning here in the Spring launch a campaign for himself. On the
other hand, "another visitor to MacArthur had returned the message from
MacArthur warning the President that Eisenhower would be a candidate for the
Presidency. .

Tues, 7 Oct. 1947 :

10:00, Dr. Hutchins, Dr. Bush '

12:45, Luncheon, Mr. Blandford, Senator Cain, Senator MacCarthy, and
Governor Waldin : . :
15:30, Atomic Energy matters, Lovett, Bush, Eisenhower, Sullivan, Harriman,
Royal, Leva, Kinnon, Souers, Gunther, Groves, Brewerton, Spaatz, Hill &
O'Connor, Parsons, Nimitz, Ohly. No comments about those 2 meetings. That
meeting--the morning meeting or the 15:30 meeting. Bush was at both. .

Fri., 10 Oct. -

9:15, Mr. Polley

10:00, '

11:00, Movie

11:30, Appointment

- 12:00, Mr. Symington, Mr. Souers, ) .

12:30, Lunch, Messrs. Lovett, Murphy, Bedell Smith, Draper, Clay,

Mon., 13 Oct. ‘ : ‘
10:00, Messrs. Wells, Sullivan; and Symington, Mr. Souers (Mr, Ohly)
. Other appointments at: o -
12:00, :

12:30, '

13:00, ' : ‘

14:30, Royal, Sullivan, Symington, Kenney, Polley, Souers, Hill, and
16:00, Mr. Lillenthal. . : S

Hill was in charge of National Security Resources

Tues., 14 Oct.’ :
9:15, Admiral Hillenkoetter
9:45, Netherlands Embassy

Wed., 22 Oct.



Tape B, Side 2

Saturday, 23 Aug. 1947

8:15, Breakfrast, Admiral Souers
11:00, Other appointments
Lunch, Admiral was Ramsey

Wednesday, 27 Aug.

10:30, Mr. Donald Douglas

10:40, Mr. Sydney W. Souers
11:45, Robert Hinkley

12:30, Lunch, General Eisenhower

Saturday, 30 Aug. 1947
14:30, CCC, Eisenhower and Saylers

Tuesday, 2 Sept. '
~12:45, Lunch, Admiral Hillenkoetter, Mr. J.E. Hoover, Secretary Harriman

Monday, 8 Sept.
09:15, Top Policy Naval Research Program of the Office of Naval Research
Admiral Lee Cancelled '

12:15, Medal of Merit to Mr. Swope, General Eisenhower's Office, Cancelled
Return from Newport at 18:00 - '

Thursday, 11 Sept.
10:30, State, War, Navy .
13:00, Lunch, Dr. V. Bush, Mrs, Ogden Reid

Friday, 12 Sept. :
09:15, Admiral Lee, Naval Research Program, Chief of Naval Research

Tuesday, 16 Sept.
10:30, Bureau Chiefs Meeting
12:45, Lunch, General Norstad and Admiral Ramsey

16 Sept. 1947 _
Lunch, General Norstad and Ramsey
General discussion about the function of the National Security Council.

Wed., 17 Sept.
09:00, Admiral Nimitz, Sullivan, etc.

10:00, UNT meeting, Secretary Wars office

18:00, meeting of National Military establishment

12:00, Secretary of Defense ‘ :
13:00, meeting, Royal, Sullivan, Symington, Souers, Hill, Harkway, NcNeil, Libra,
Clifford, Ohly, Bush, Eisenhower, Spaatz, » Nimitz, and Hillenkoetter
Talking about the National Security Council. Its functions, its relations to the
President, and Forrestal. . ' _ '

Mon,, 22 Sept.

13:00, Lunch, the President
14:30, Mr. Dillon Anderson
15:15, Mr. Arthur Page

. T st o e oo e et o o
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12:00, The President and White House with Secretary Royal -
13:00, Lunch Bradley and Admiral ‘

Tuesday, 19 August : - o
11:00, Off-The-Record Meeting, Mr. Steeiman, Cabinet Room, the White House
Lunch, 12:45, Secretary Royall, Admira! Nimitz, General Eisenhower, General

Spaatz, Admiral Souers - No comments absut that one.

Friday, 22 August 1947
13:00, Lunch . o
General Norstad, Admiral Sherman, Admiral Nimitz,

h .\ . - - s



13:00, lunch, Mr. Paul Miller A.P., Mr. Pat Moran, succeeding Mr. Miller

14:30, Burning Tree Golf Club ' :

19:30, Dinner on Sequoia, Mr. Symington, Admiral Sherman, General Norstad,
Congressman Andrews SR '

Thursday 10 July

Destroyer Characteristics Conference at 09:00

10:30, State War Navy meeting, Secretary of State's office

12:30, Captain Brandley , ‘

12:45, Lunch, Secretary Patterson and Secretary Marshall, Admiral Nimitz,
Admiral Leahy, and General Eisenhower -
14:30, Father Flanigan -

His notes on the 10 July 47 lunch. :

I reported to the JCS, Hickenlooper's conversation with Judge Patterson and
myself in which Hickenlooper noted thit the fact that the Atomic Energy
Commission had not been informed of the total requirements by the military
services of this weapon. It was agreed that a requirement should be stated. I
raise the question for plans for civilian defense. Judge Patterson said these
should be ready within a month. S .

Friday, July 11

Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Kenney, Admiral Nimitz, etc. -

9:10, Cabinet S :
12:45, Lunch, Governor Griswald, Nimitz, Sherman, Glover -
16:30, Anacostia for Newport, Rhode Island '
. 12:13, July at Newport, Rhode Island

Monday, 14 July
" 09:15, Top Policy Group, Captain Johnson on the Reserve
Cabinet Lunch - The President, Patterson, Anderson, Krug, Clark and Lovett

Tuesday, July 15 .

13:40, Secretary Patterson's Office with General Eisenhower and Mr. Bernard
Baruch .

Monday, 21 July -
'13:00, lunch, The President
Top Policy Group at 09:15
Ship elements

Thursday, 31 July 47
13:22, to the White House for coffee
15:00, Mr. Paul McNutt

Tuesday, 5 August 1947
15:30, Admiral Hillenkoetter

Friday, 8 August , :
14:00, Admirals. Stone and Hillenkoetter
I believe Stone is the one that stood up for Menzel

12 August 47
10:30, Bureau Chiefs meeting
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Box 81, Souers, 6 April, Memo to: Mr. Souers -

1948 o

This is the music that Menzel (?) talked about last week. Will you give it to the
President when you see him? Sheet music - it gets only in the White House
"Stars On My Shoulders". Dispatched by hand - says down on the bottom. -

10 April 48

Memo to: Mr. Souers

When will the Far East paper be completed?

17 December 48
Memo to: Admiral Souers C

This is one of the things I would like to talk about tonight.
JF .

Memo From: John H. Ohly
Re: Visual Presentation on the Committe2 on Intelligence and Security.

In the Forrestal diaries calendar, - 30 June 1947
0915 Top Policy Group, 11:30, Captain Neilson, 13:00 lunched with the
President, off the record. Other people.

From Diaries

2 July 1947. Dinner on Sequoia - nobody important.
Thursday 3 July, 1947 ' :
Breakfast with Mr, Bullets
State, Board Navy Meeting
Lunch with General Howard
Admiral later
17:00 - Admiral Glover at CCC
4, 5, 6 July at Newport, Rhode Island
Monday 7, July, 0915 Top Policy Group
Captain D. R. Hull, 5-Year Electronics Program

At 11:30, Mr. Fullson, Mr. -Felton '
13:00, Lunch, President
18:15, Miss Billie
19:30, Dinner on Board Sequoia, Mr. McCoy ‘
The lunch at President, Schneider Patterson, Marshall, Clark under secretary of
of labour, King, Johnson and apparently John L. Lewis.

Tuesday 8 July 10:30
- Senate Armed Services Committee .

12:30, Lunch, Secretary Patterson's Office with Senator Hickenlooper and Mr,
Lewis Strauss

16:20, CCC
19:00, Dinner on Sequoia, Admiral and Mrs. Glover, and Mr. Elsaw?

Wednesday 9 July 09:30
Conference on Characteristics of New Destroyer :
10:30, briefing of Greek mission, Head Oifice of Secretary of State

I A heskia dmene Gem s e bt s e e————————ine bt don e e o~ .



There was only one thing to Compton; the others were to Conant..

Note:

To: Admiral Hillenkoetter

17 Mar. 1948 .

I would like to speak to you about this letter. There is a letter from a W.
Hamburger in Rowan Oak, Virginia. Single-spaced typed page, philosophical. In

March 16, 1947,
Date 21 October, 1947
Memo to: Mr. Souers

Have you been about to do anything about Colonel G. Tinsley Garnett?..
JF - \, :

A Couple of Casual Notes to General Car! Spaatz -

Early 47. ' '

15 February 1949, To: Forrestal, From: Gordon Gray

Dear Jim: : o . .

I understand that today represents anothe: milestone for you. This is just a note
to wish for you many happy returns. -

Sincerely

Gordon Gray

Note same date :

To:  Honourable  Gordon Gray, Assistant Secretary of the Army, National
Defence Building, Washington

Dear Gordon: :

Birthdays after the 50-year mark of little interest for this subject. Were,
earlier on but there is a great compensation of the evidence that they produce
of the kindess and good wishes of all the old friends. Please accept my thanks
for your note and your good wishes. "

* Brief Item Box 83

Hillenkoetter, R. H., Rear Adrhiral

Memo: T3/4/49, See File T "TAFF", in the T File
Dated: 4 Mar. 1949 v '

"Memo: Admiral Hillenkoetter :

There is a man named Eric Taff, who is now winding up his duties with the
Otffice of the Foreign Liquidation Commissioner in Paris. Mr. Taff is a
responsible person who knows France. Speaks French with facility and might be
useful to you. I think the State Department has a full dossier on him.

James Forrestal '

Sent to Hillenkoetter as Director of CIA

Not clear what came out of that

11 January 49

To: My Dear Mr. President: :

I send you at this time my formal resignation as Secretary of Defense. I believe
there is such a document now in your files. In order to be sure there is one in
your possession, I am forwarding this so that you may have it available in the
considerational plans for your cabinet at inauguration time,

Respectfully yours

James Forrestal




To: VB
11 December 48

"I am fully aware that the election to the Board of Trustees of the Institution
is one of the doings of V. Bush, and it merely adds another to a long list of
obligations that I am under to that individual. The only misgiving I have is
whether or not 1 can make a contribution which will justify your confidence in
proposing me; however, I will do my best." ST '
Another subject. "I have had a couple of letters from Brad Dewey, copies of
which I am enclosing. Your moments of re:lection, I wish you would let me have
you own view on the question of the rclease of the Bikini report, with the
deletions, of course, of 2 or 3 particular paragraphs with which you are
familiar." Dewey was president-of Dewey & Almay Chemical Company in, of all
places, Cambridge, Mass. S

As a Note From Bush to Jim, Dec. 10, 196%

Dear Jim: . L oo -

Probably in the same mail with this note, you will receive formal notification of
the action of the Board of Trustees, Cernegie Institute, Washington, at their
annual meeting today in electing you to membership. I wish to express my
personal pleasure that you were selected and hope that you will find it possible
to accept. The group is a distinguished orie. Your duties will neither be onerous
nor time-consuming, and I would be delighted to have this additional association
with you. ‘ - ‘

Poe

V. Bush

29 July 1948, Dr. Bush, ' T S
Does this mean that there is a chance of developments which will block the use
of radar? Attached to an article from the Washington Evening Star, 29 July
1948, Wall Against Radar Experiments Told (the article deals with basically
nuclear-magnetic resonance, which is really not related, but interesting). It

+ should be noted that the correspondence files are alphabetical, which they were
not for Menzel. ' .

Straight Telegram, 05 Oct. 1948, To: Karl T. Compton, President MIT

I am delighted that you have decided to accept Chairmanship, Research &
Development Board. [ will be most grateful if you will express my appreciation
to your Board. ~ ' '.

Best Regards, James Forrestal

Note: Sort of Trivial Stuff, To: Conant, From: Forrestal, 15 September
Contains a remark - I enjoyed seeing you yesterday. '

Note:

Dear Jim .

16 Oct. 1948

From: James Forrestal

Much interested in your most recent paper at the War College. Would like him
to give a talk on preventive war. o




Forrestal Correspondence Files . 4.::-..; _
- 28 July 1947

To: Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter, USN, Director, Central  Intelligence, 2430E
Street, Northwest Washington, D.C. o

v

My Dear Hilley:
Thanks very much for your message. L

Sincerely . T R
James Forrestal ‘ )

Interesting Date
17 October

Memo to: Admiral Hillenkoetter

e

Have they been able to do anything yet about getting American newspapers in
Germany? .

JF _
Bush File Correspondence File, Box 78, 1948

06 February 48
Memo To: VB

My congratulations on the OBE. You certainly deserve"n'it‘,-an‘d a lot more,

_JF

10 April '48, To: VB

I would like to pursue further with you the wargaming idea we discussed at
dipner last night. Also, I would like to get your evaluation of the Air Force
'Progrqm, particularly from '51 on. JF : '
23 May '48, To: VB

Please speak to me about BW and meeting with the President.

10 September '48, To: VB

There will be a presentation on Inteiligence at Monday morning's budget
hearings. I think it would be desireable if you could attend. Second subject,
please speak to me sometime about changes in statute. '
Letter From: Bush =~ . . |

To: Forrestal, 25 February '48

‘Re: Letter From Barklie Henry, Dated: Feb. 20 1948
Mostly a Philosophical Discussion




NSC- meeting, 14:20
Joint Chiefs meeting

14 July Wed. .
12:30, Bradley, Loots, Vandenberg, __, and Felt

15 July Thurs. ' T v
9:10, Bradley and Vandenberg
National Security Council, 10:54

Mon. 19 July '
16:34, Weapons Evaluation, Dr. Bush, Gmeral Gruenther, and Mr. Ohly -

Tues. July 20

- 10:00, meeting - Secretary Royal, Symzngton, Sulllvan, General Loots, Messrs.
Hargrave, Hill, Leahy, , and Dr. Bush i .

Thurs. 22 July
NSC meeting (mostly Berlin situation)

Fri. 23 July
12:25, Dr. Bush
Lunch, 12:35 - Mr. Gates, Dr, Bush, Mr. Benton

14th

Dear Mr. Carpenter, Mr. Ohly, Mr. Stowe

15:00, Dr. Bush, George Patterson, Secretary Royal, Mr. Ohly
16:20, General Vandenberg, General Nordstad

20 July 48
11:14, General Vandenberg

29 July 1948
15:30, Meeting on controversies with Lyle, Sullivan, Symmgton, Vandenberg,
Barry, Messrs and Hiton

17:08, Mr. Souers

Councxl meeting Tues. Aug. 3 10:40 .
Lunch, 12:45, Father , Mr. Heberstaut, Dr. Howard Ross, Dr. Richard
Meiling, Dr. Bush and Secretary Royal : '

5 Aug.
9:58, Emergency Plan Half

Fri. 6 Aug.

11:55, Dr. Bush

12:00, Mr., ‘

16:05, Golf with General Bradley

Mon. 9 Aug.
12:55, Lunch, The President - off the record

War Council Tues. 10 Aug., 10:00



Thurs. 12 Aug.
Dr. Bush at 10:57 . .
11:00, meeting, Senator and Vandenberg, Dr. Bush, and Mr, Carpenter

19 Aug., 1948
Security Council meeting : o
14:20, White House L e

On Page 2241, there's a long paper. '

In Aug., Item 4 is participation of Dr. Bush and the work of EJCS.  There is a
concensus that Dr, Bush be invited to participate more fully and more directly
in the work of EJCS. That he should be asked to sit with JCS$ on-all appropriate
occasions. o . » R

Fri. Aug. 27
Mr. Souers, 16:14

Tues. 31 Aug.
10:00 War Council

Wed. | Sept. '

(looks like a hot day) .

8:15, Breakfast Admiral Kingridge o '

9:20, meeting - Kingridge, Inglis, Chamberlain, Colonel Clarke and Messrs Ladd,
FBLA, and Saunders FBI ’ ‘ R _
10:06, JCS meeting

10:45, The President - off the record - White House . '

14:37, Generals Chamberlain and Cabell, Colonel Clark and Mr. McNeil-

Thurs. 2 Sept.

Dr. Hafstad, 12:08

* 12:38, Lunch

14:20, NSC, White House

8:15 Fri. 3 Sept.
Generals Vandenberg and ,» Breakfast

'12¢10, Lunch with Vandenberg, Brandley, and Gruenther, Denfeld, McNeil, and
MacCullan : L

Tues. 7 Sept.
10:28, Dr. Bush
NSC, 2:25, to review the Berlin situation _

- Wed. 8 Sept. :

13:38, General JCS meeting with Dr. Bush

15:35, General Vandenberg

16:45, Secretary Symington, General Vandenberg R
20:30, meeting with Royal, Sullivan, Symington, Kinney, etc. - .

Meeting Sept. 48

Included Dr. Bush :
- 12:00, The President, off the record, the east entrance
Lunch, The President, off the record




Tues. 14 Sept.
12:12, Dr. Bush and Mr. Carpenter
12:21, Lunch, Admiral , Dr. Conan:

Thurs. 16 Sept. : 3
14:28, National Security Council ‘ ' S
16:30, John Foster Dulles ' '

Fri. 17 Sept.
16:20, Dr. Bush

20 Sept. Mon.
15:05, Intelligence Presentation Summary

Tues. 21 Sept. _ N
10:00 War Council - Bush was not present--mostly Berlin. "~

Wed. 22 Sept. ' ,
12:45, Lunch, Dr. Bush, Mr. Hugh Hanson, Mr. Hargrave, Mr. Carpenter, Mr.
Leva I

14:50, Dr. Bush, Dr. Stratton

27 Sept.

12:05, Joint Chiefs : .

Bradley, Vandenberg, Denfeld, as was McNeil and McCullan”

12:55, Lunch, Drs. Bush and Compton, General Bradley, Vandenberg, Denfeld,
Secretaries Kinney, Symington, Royal : : ,

Wed. 29 Sept.
9:20, Dr. Bush

~ Fri. Oct. 1 1948 - | |
16:50, Generals Bradley and Vandenberg, Admiral Denfeld, General Gruenther,
and Mr. McNeil ' :

Tues. 5 Oct.

-10:00, War Council - including Bradley, Vandenberg, and Gruenther, as well as
Secretaries Royal, Sullivan, and Symington _ ‘

11:43, at the White House - no comment

17:05, Admirals Denfeld and Leahy, Generals Vandenberg and Bradley

_ 9 Oct. 1948 to Forrestal from Stuart Symington. I talked to General
Vandenberg this morning about to his certainty as to whether or not the bomb
could be dropped where, how, and when it was wanted; they told me again what
he had already told me. He was absolutely certain it could be dropped on the
above basis. .

W. Stuart Symington

5 Oct. L

Memo from: Forrestal

Re: Fact that some changes in the National Security Act. Particularly said "I
told them that I was developing General Gruenther as my principal military
advisor rather than the concept of a Chief of Staff".
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Wed. 6 Oct.

10:15, Dr. Bush, Mr, Webster, and General Gruenther

11:02, Admiral Denfeld ' ‘ :

Lunch, with Bradley, Vandenberg, Gruern:ther, and Pearsons, and Admiral Denfeld

Thurs. 7 Oct. .
14:25, NSC meeting, Conference Room, White House

Wed. 13 Oct,
14:05, Dr. Bush

Thurs. 14 Oct.
16:10, War Council.

Thurs. Oct. 21
10:00, War Council :
14:19, National Security Council - Confcrence Room, White House

Fri. 22 Oct.
11:55, Dr. Bush
12:05, Secretary Royal

Thurs. 28 Oct. _
12:50, Lunch, Generals Wedemeyer, and Gruenther, Admiral Hillenkoetter

Wed. 3 Nov.
War Council - White House - 14:20
Next Engagement - 16:40

Fri. 5 Nov.

16:45, Dr. Compton

17:00, Mr. Carpenter e
19:00, Cocktails at Naval Gun Factory for Drs. Bush and Compton

Sat. 6 Nov.
White House, 10:05
McNeil, 14:19

" Dinner with Ambassador Douglas, Secretary & Mrs. Wh;’tney, and Mr. Allen
Dulles . '

Sun. Nov. 11

16:00, meeting, Jet presentation, General Putt, Colonel Page, Mr. Riley and Mr,
McNeil. Forrestal was gone for a long. trip to Europe--mostly to England,
Germany, France (Nov. 9 through Nov. 16 - 11,000 miles). Some fascinating
notes are in the diaries on his contacts during that trip. '

Tues. 23 Nov.
10:00, War Council
14:23,




Fri. 28 Nov.

Cabinet meeting 10:00

(the day after Thanksgiving)

14:20, Admiral Strauss

15:05, Mr. Souers . : T :
16:25, Admiral Foster . .

Mon. | Dec. :
Lunch, The President, 13:00

Dec. 2 - was a busy day 47

Breakfeast, Mr. Hoyt, 8:00

9:28, Mr. Killian, Captain Russell, Mr. Chly

10: 00 War Council-

11:30, The President, Messr. Royall, Symington, Sullivan
12:45, Lunch, General Eisenhower and A<miral Nimitz
14:00, Howard Bruce : .
15:05, Mr. Reynolds, FBI

After Dinner, Fullbrights

Fri., Dec. 5

Breakfast, Governor Vardemon

9:30, Mr. Stnefﬂer

10:30, Joint Committee on Atomic Energy

12:45, Cabinet Lunch at his place, Henderson, Harriman, and Mr. Souers

15:43, Dr. Bush and General Gruenther (that was a big meeting on the JCAE) _

Tues, 9 Dec.

9:15, Secretary Royall, Generals Nordstad, Wedemeyer, Grenther, Admiral
Sherman

10:00, Royall, Symmgton, Messrs. Klnney, Whitney, Ohly, Hlll McNeil, Leva,
Souers

11:16, Messrs. Fleming and Stevenson

Lunch (Obviously an Intelligence Meetmg) Admiral Souers, lnglis, and
Hnllenkoetter, General Chamberlain. .

Then went to New York for a quick trip. Left at 15:00; returned at 23:30.
. Possibly that discussion at lunch had to do with France and Italy. Intelligence
estimates--all kinds of problems .

Wed. 10 Dec. 1947 ,

14:00, Admiral Hillenkoetter ‘

14:08, Major General Arnold, Colonel Wilson ___ Canadian American Defense
15:25, Mr. Humphrey and Mr. Killian ’

16:00, Atomic Energy meeting, State Department

19:00, General

A lot of discussion about the Palestine snuatlon at this tlme. Important meeting
of the Combined Policy Committee on Atomic Energy 10 Dec. Mr. , Dr.
Bush, Mr. Kennan, Lillienthal, Mr. Wilson, and a bunch more, Britishers and so
forth Going over the business of the UK, the US and Canada and the whole
question of Atomic Energy.

Thurs. 11 Dec.



11:45, Admirals and Nimitz, Generals Eisenhower, Vandenberg,
Gruenther, Mr. Larkin. (I think that is the first time General ‘Vandenberg's name
been in here.) ' ' o '

Lunch, 13:00, Admiral Strauss

-National Security Council meeting at 15:08 Fri, 12 Dec.;. 1947: |

Mon. 15 Dec.

13:00, Lunch, The President o : o

14:00, Messrs. Royal, Symington, Zuckert, Generals Vandenberg, Eisenhower,
Richards, Mr. McNeil . o o
15:00, Atomic Energy meeting e

Bush was present at the Combined Policy meeting, of course

Tues. 16 Dec.

"10:00, War Council -

12:03, Colonel B. Haun retired, General Inglis retired, Admiral Hillenkoetter
12:30, President to see Mr. Granger . : ' : -
Lunch, Secretary Royal, Generals Eisen! swer and Wedemeyer, Dr. Pollock

Wed. 17 Dec. -

10:00, National Security Council, White House
13:45, Secretary Symington's office

15:00, Mr. Wilson '

15:10, Mr. Martin

16:00, Mr. Souers

16:05, Congressman Fuliton meeting.

He met with the President, Mon. 22 Dec. 47 at 13:00. Then went to Florida.
Visited ‘Eglin Field on 23 Dec. Visited Maxwell Field 31 Dec. 47

Jan. 48 -
Lunch, 12:46, Admiral Denfeld, Messrs. Barrels, Gray, and Souers
13:35, Dr. Bush

14:01, General Eisenhower and Admiral Sherman

15:20, Mr. Derry and Mr. Ohly

" Sat.

Breakfast with Mr. Munsen at 08:00
9:43, Mr. Souers and Mr. Ohly again
10:03, Admiral Ramsey o

11:10, Messrs. Bonsteel, Ohly and Leva

Mon. 5 Jan
Messrs. McNeil, Ohly and Leva
Lunch at the White House

6 Jan. Tues

Busy Day - with some interesting notations
09:00, Mr. Plumley

09:50, Mr. A, Hill and Captain Kelley '

10:00, Secretary Sullivan, Symington, Messrs. Draper, Whitney, Hill, Hardgrave,
Leva, Ohly, McNeil, Souers, Captains Buchanon and Barrie: ‘

11:05, Mr. Symington ‘ -
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11:15, Mr. R, McConnell

11:25, Dr. Chang : o

12:00, Dr. Hunsaker (I presume that's Jercme Hunsaker of MIT), and Mr. Parker.
Oh looks like I was wrong--notes, J.C. Hunsaker was President, Detroit Edison .
- Company--about the sea matters. : o

Wed. 7 Jan.

General Bradley at 9:30. Various emergency medical service people - -

11:22, Mr. Hill ‘

- 11:30, Mr. Souers

11:45 - 13:10, to Capital to hear Presidential Address

15:52, Admiral Radford : B

7 Jan 11:45 meeting with Souers was on the paper that they drafted concerning
air bases in the Mediteranan. Had a meecting at Blair House at 4:00 on Atomic
Energy. Well, it looks like they round things up on the Combined Policy
Committee. There is a Mr. Stound from Canada part of this secretariat
and Mr. Hume Wrong, Mr. Henney, Mr. Bateman. - Bush does not seem to have
been there. o ' ' ‘ « S

Fri. 9 Jan. | -
War Council meeting at 15:00

National Security Council meeting at 13:55 - 16:00, Tues. 13 Jan. 48

Lunch on Wed. 14 Jan. with Honourable Brooke Claxton, Ambassador Wrong,
Secretaries Royal, Sullivan, Symington, Admiral Leahy, Admiral Denfeld,
Generals Eisenhower, Spaatz, , : :

Charles E. Wilson in at '16:30

Big meeting 17 Jan. 48, Sat.

11:35, Drs. Bush, Conant, and Openheimer : _
+ 12:35, Lunch with and Joint Secretary Royal. 1 wonder what that was .
about? _ . :

War Council meeting Tues. 20 Jan. 10:00

Interesting meeting 22 Jan. with Eisenhower, who showed him a letter indicating
. he was not going to be available for the Presidency but worried about people

might misunderstand that he was not fulfilling his duty or something. Forrestal
approved of the letter. A .

Mon. 26 Jan.

11:00, Dr. Bush

11:06, Admiral Radford, General Spaatz
12:25, Senator Cameron

12:40, Admiral Boone

Wed. 28 Jan. " : ‘ _
10:55, Secretary Symington, General Spaatz,
12:02, Mr. Watson o
12:24, Mr. Souers

12:44, Lunch, Marshall, Lovett, Eisenhower
13:20, Mr. Souers



29 Jan. :

. 9:45, Secretary Sullivan, Admiral Hillenkoetter .

14:45, General Eisenhower

Fri. 30 Jan. S
14:48, Dr. Bush ‘ ' ‘

Sun. | Feb.

11:00, White House .

15:45, General Loots, Mr. Lark, Generals Nordstad, Gruenther, Wedemeyer,
Admirals Radford, Boone, Price, Dr. Bush, Secretary Barrels, (think that's the
first entry for a Sunday). v

Tues. 3 Feb. _
10:00, War Council

Wed. 4 Feb.
16:15, General Groves
16:16, General Loots

-Thurs. 5 Feb.

16:28, Mr. Souers

Tues. 10 Feb.
9:30, Dr. Bush, Mr. Carpenter
11:18, Dr. Bush, Mr. Webster

Wed. 11 Feb.

10:00, Research and Development Board meeting
12:00, Admiral Hillenkoetter

12:45, Joint Chief's lunch

14:20, Admiral Strauss

Thurs. 12 Feb. ' -

10:30, National Security Council, White House. Dealt with Greece, Turkey, Italy,
Palestine, China.

14 Feb. g
14:00, Mr. William H. Jackson, Mr. Allen Dulles, Mr. Hemp Correa.

Couple of appointments on Sun, 15 Feb.

Mon. 16 Feb. -
Lunch, 12:48 - White House ' B -
15:05, Major General Chamberlain, ___ General Cabel, Admiral Inglis, Admiral
Hillenkoetter, Mr. E. Hughes (sounds like Intelligence work). Millimetric - 25
minutes. Talked about the Italian situation. '

17 Feb. 48
War Council 10:00

18 Feb.
Mr. Souers, 14:05



Fri, 20 Feb.

15:14, Dr. Bush

17:25, Mr. Souers -

17:38, Secretary Draper, General Bradley

12:10, 23 Feb., Mrs. William H. Jackson, {:lum, Souers

24 Feb.
17:10, Admiral Hillenkoetter

25 Feb, ‘

9:22, Secretary Sullivan, Messrs. Bush, Cooper, and Leshe

9:30, another meeting -

12: 51 lunch, Generals Bradley, Elsenhower, Grunther, Vandenberg, Admiral
Denfeld Dr. Bush

14:33, Denfeld

26 Feb.
Dr. Bush, 10:25
Another meeting at 10:31

28 Feb. Sat.
14:44, Admiral Hillenkoetter

2 Mar. 48
War Council meeting 10:00
Met with Souers again at noon

Thurs. 4 Mar, 48

12:10, Admiral Souers and Hillenkoetter, Generals Loots .and Grunther, Messrs.
Lark and Ludington

- 12:30, Lunch, Secretaries Royal, Symington, and General Spaatz

Fri. 5 Mar.
Lunch, Dr. Bush, Mr. Caroll Wilson, 12:45

Sat. 6 Mar.
" 14:00,- Mr. Souers, Mr. Leva, Mr. Ohly,

Tues. 9 Mar. :
10:00, Committee of Secretaries,rplus Mr. Souers, Gray, Hully, and Leva

Tues. 16 Mar.
13:50, Dr. Bush _
13:55, Testified before House Appropriations Committee

Tues. 23 Mar.
War Council at 10:00
Mr. Howard, 12:35

24 Mar, ' ‘
08:00, thh Joseph Brian (of all people--I think he was mvolved in ).



Sat. 27 Mar.

13:14, Admiral Hillenkoetter
General Loots, 13:25

Fri. 2 Apr.
12:00, Meeting of National Security Council

Sun. 4 Apr.
14:10, JCS meeting
15:30, Briefing



Tues. 23 Nov.
10:00, War Council
14:23, NSC

Tues. 30 Nov.
11:36, Dr. Compton; many meetmgs with iie

Wed. | Dec.
15:06, lke’
15:18, The President, off-the-record with lke

Thurs. 2 Dec.
14:25, NSC

Fri. 3 Dec.
12:48, Lunch, Gordon Gray and others .
16:00, Joint Chiefs of Staff and Dr. Comjton. Subject: Radar Fence

Tues. 7 Dec.
10:00, War Council
12:30, Assistant Secretary Gordon Gray

Wed. 8 Dec.
10:44, Mr. Souers
12:03, Dr. Bush

Thurs. 9 Dec.

15:10, ke

Had lunch with Ike as well

15:15, The Pesident with Joint Chnefs, Webb, Souers, McNeil, Gruenther

* Thurs, 16 Dec.

10:50, Research and Development Board ineeting
13:00, lunch with the Secretaries and Dr. Compton
14:55, NSC meeting - White House

Side Note: _

‘20 Dec., talking to the President, mentioned that he had note from Taft
congratulating him on his election. Mention of the fact that "As the President
might gather, neither 1 nor my wife are particularly disappointed in the result
of the election".

Tues. 21 Dec.
10:00, War Council
11:30, Secretary Gray

Wed. 22 Dec.
12:08, General Gruenther and Admiral Hillenkoetter

Thurs. 23 Dec., 1948

10:31, Dr. V. Bush

10:55, General Gruenther .

There s a deletion of pages 2705 through 2711; which I presume means they
were classified. C



——————y )

Sun. 2 Jan., 1949 .
8:30, Breakfast with Bedell Smith and Admiral Denfeld.  About the
Russian/Berlin situation ' ‘

Thurs. 6 Jan.

Dr. Gerstell, 12:30

Allen Dulles, 12:45

NSC at White House, 14:21

Many meetings with Ike over the next fevw days

Tues. 11 Jan.

10:00, War Council

Wed. 12 Jan.
15:30, War Council

Thurs. 13 Jan,
10:27, Research and Development Board r: :eting

" Sat. 15 Jan.
9:55, Joint Intellxgence Commnttee, Intellwence presentatlon

Sun 23 Jan,

10:10, General Wedemeyer
10:45, General Eisenhower
11:38, Mr. Ryan

Many meetings with Ike on.24 Jan., Mon. e

25 Jan.

. 10:05, War Council

13:50, Ike

26 Jan. Wed.
Many lke meetings

Big presentations to the Appropriations Committee at that time

'Fri. 28 Jan.

10:00, Cabinet
11:00, The President, off the record
14 55 Mr. Souers

Mon. 31 Jan,
Lunch, The President, off the record
17:27, lke

Tues. 1 Feb,

16:10, J.E. Hoover, Attorney General Clark, ‘Messrs. Ohly, Blum.and Hallaby
16:17, Mr. Souers . o

17:12, General Booth

17:26, lke

Wed. 2 Feb.
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8:50, Dr. Compton ' S
14:54, General Gerstell ’ '

Thurs. 3 Feb.

14:30, NSC
16:37, ke

Fri. 4 Feb.
9:26, lke
10:50, Ike

Mon. 7 Feb.
Lunch, 13:00, The President, off the record

Tues. 8 Feb.

1 9:46, lke

10:00, War Council
12:38, Lunch, Dr. Compton and Admiral Ccnolly
14:30, Walter Reid Hospital for checkup "

Wed. 9 Feb.
15:00, The White House, The President
16:42, lke

“Thurs. 10 Feb.

12:28, Dr. Compton
14:25, lke, Clifford and others, re changes and National Secunty Act

Fri. ll Feb.
15:10, lke
15:30, The President at White House thh lke and JCS

. lé: 20 Ike

Mon. 14 Feb.
13:00, Lunch President, White House
17:28, Dr. Compton

"Wed. 16 Feb.
'16:00, White House, Cabinet, President, Mr. Leva,. Cleford, Elsecy, Pace,

Stauffacher concerning changes in Security Act, off the record

Thurs, 17 Feb,
14:30, NSC
16:56, ke

Fri, 18 Feb.
10:56, Dr. Compton

Sat 19 Feb.
9: 55 - 10:45, lntellngence briefing

- 10:45 -

At the briefing were General Bradley, Admiral Denfeld, General Everest for
Vandenberg, General Eisenhower, Major General Lemnitzer, Mr. Blum, Mr.
Hallaby, Captain Riley, Major General Irwin, Rear Admiral Inglis, Major General
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Cabell, Major General Todd. Each of t-z Intelligence Chiefs was authorized to
bring one expert. Hillenkoetter was i Canada, Gruenther was attending a
special meeting of "The Little Chiefs". Dr. Craig, Grunther's Intelligence

"Advisor made the presentation. '~ The same individual made the initial

presentation on 15 of January, signed by Robert J. Wood (who I beheve is a
Colonel); no hint as to what the subject was.

Wed. 23 Feb.
10:00, War Council

19:00, Cocktails, Dr. Compton, Research Development Board, Franklin Room,
Wardman Park Hotel

Thurs. 24 Feb.
09:05, Dr. Compton.
13:48, Mr. Gordon Gray and Secretary Sullivan

Fri, 25 Feb. :
10:00, The White House, The Pre51dent, -.ff the record

~16:50, Dr. Compton

Sat. 26 Feb. : ;
12:05, General Eisenhower. Lots of discussion about the B36 at this time

Tues. 1 Mar.
9:15, War Council Special meeting .
12:30, The President, off the record

Wed. 2 Mar.
Lunch, lke

17:10, Dr. Compton
17:56, lke : '
Theres his letter of resxgnanon - 2 March 1949. Talking about __his
work.. .These circumstances enable me for the first time take into account those
urgent personal considerations about which I have spoken to you, and to submit

my resignation with the hope that you may accept it effectxve on or abour
March 31.

Response from the White House to...JF - :

"Your letter received this day confirms our many prevnous conversatxons and
discussions. I am therefore fully cognizant of the considerations which prompt
your desire to relinquish your duties". "Because of those urgent personal (This is
later in the letter) considerations about which you have spoken to me so many

times, I accept your resignation, effective at the close of business on March
31" HST

Thurs. 3 Mar.
14:30, NSC

Sat. 5 Mar.

ke, 9:50

11:00, Gruenther and lke
11:15, Denfeld .
11:23, White House
12:14, Vandenberg

12:37, lke's office




Tues, 8 Mar
War Council, 15:20
Louis Johnson, 15:44

 Wed. 9 Mar.
Colonel Renfrow, 10:00, 10:40, 12:30, 14:20,
Colonel Johnson, 11:42 and 15:14 .

Thurs. 10 Mar. ‘ _
15:00, President's office, to discuss provisions, of National Security Act
Ike, 8:50. 12:15 A : :

17:35

Fri. 11, Mar.
10:05, Dr. Bush

Mon. 14 Mar.. '
9:30, lke and Colonel Johnson
10:50, Colonel Johnson

12:45, Lunch - lke and Johnson
lke, 17:32 :

Tues. 15 Mar.
9:32, War Council
Ike, 16:40

" Fri. 18 Mar.
. Dr. Compton, 10:4]
Dentist at Bethesda, 14:25 to 16:20

. Sat. 19 Mar.
12:41, Admiral Hillenkoetter and General Cabell

Tues. 22 Mar.
14:30, NSC meeting -

‘Wed. 23 Mar.
09:00, Dentist at Bethesda

Last Entry - 25 Mar. 1949, Fri.

In Box 73, 1947D-F Correspondence, 29 July 1947

Two notes to Doolittle

One is: '

"It is very heartening to get at the beginning of my job such a letter as yours. [
am sure that the spirit of common enterprise that went with you on your flight
to Tokyo will lead us in this new venture. : ‘
Sincerely, ’

James Forresthal

The second was just regretting he couldn't accept an invitation for Friday
night, ‘




Took a quick look at the day file from | July 47 to 31 July.-In Box 92; it's like

2 inches thick almost. Carbons of lettsrs sent out all over the place. Doesn't
look like anything of interest would e there. Some transcripts of phone
conversations though. ‘ o

It should be noted that in the Eberstadt tiles there is a newspaper chppmg from
the New York Herald Tribune December 22, 1949 that James S. Lay, Jr. taking
over from Sydney W. Souers as Executive of the National Security Council,
effective January 15, 1950, While he wis 38 at the time; native of Washmgton,
formally served in the Central Intelligence Group, now the Central Intelligence
Agency, where he was the first secretary of the National Intelligence Authority,
which was superseded by the NSC. During the War he was an army Intelligence
Officer, rising to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. He was relieved from active
duty in October 1945 to do Intelligence: work for the State Department.. US
News and World Report had an interesting article on April 2, 1948 about Souers

and the working group, which included George F. Kennan,. Lieutenant Albert C.
Wedemeyer, Lieutenant General Lauris Norstad, Rear Admiral C.W. Styer, Rear
Admiral R.H. Hillenkoetter. The CIA was actually under NSC. i

Note from Eberstadt to Mr. Robert Cutler

Administrative Assistant to the President, (Eisenhower) \thte House -

Mar. 23, 1953

Just a hne to let you know that I enjoyed our conversation of Saturday and was
tremendously pleased and encouraged at their prospective vital
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Letter From: Forrestal : ‘ ‘ Lo R s

To: Vannevar Bush . ' o

25 Apr. 47, 1 pg. S .

"Furthermore, I am always reluctant to sce patterns established which are good
for one individual and not for others--As long as you .are acting for Patterson
and myself, 1 have complete confidence, as 1 would have in Conant or Compton,
but I don't know many others. : e

Having settled all this, 1 will wind up by agreeing with your wishes and will
name Rear Admiral Paul Ohly as Mr. Keiney's successor. I may add that I hope
to attend some of the meetings of JRDB .:rsonally." . :

There is apparently a twix; sent 1 Aug. 1947. Dr. Vannevar Bush, Bohemian
Club, San Fransisco, California. ' R

When do you plan to be back in Washington next? 1 hope you are having a good
holiday? X 2 R
Regards

James Forrestal

Response from Bohemian Grove, California

Aug. 1, 1947, 3:10 p.m. _ .
Honourable James Forrestal, Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D.C.
Probably not.until last of month, but will phone early next week.

V. Bush o ‘ = -

Il Aug. 47

Dear Van: o

I suppose you have already seen the Unification Act but in case you have not, I
am sending a copy which you might like to read on your holiday. I wish you
would let me know approximately when you will get back because obviously you
are one of the people to whom I want to talk--not merely about research, but
other features. I hope you are having a good holiday. ‘ :

Was sent to 1712 G Street, Northwest Washington

Signed: James Forrestal '

Note: & Oct. 47
Memo to: Van Bush

 Have :you seen this paper, and what is your opinion of it? .
- Forrestal sent it to the Carnegie Institution, 1530 P Street,. Northwest

Washington 5, D.C. One wonders what the other Washington address was.

Note: 8 Aug. 1947
To: Karl T. Compton, President, MIT.
Dear Karl:
"I did my best, but apparently was not good enough. I am sorry because as a
result of talks with Bradley Dewey of Cambridge, Van, Dr. Conant, and yourself,
I had come to the conclusion that the: principle was desirable although 1
recognize there were some administrative difficulties. However, if the central
idea is sound, isn't it well to try and meet the objections and try to pass the
next session"? S : ’
James Forrestal
cc: Dewey

Van Bush

Chairman, Joint Research Development Board




1712 G Street, Northwest

Also notes to:
James B. Conant, President Harvard University

.18 Oct. 47

My Dear Conant:

22 Oct.

Sent to the Secretary to the President at Harvard

Dear Sir: ' Co S
Whenever Dr. Conant is in Washington, | wonder if you would ask and let Mr.
Forrestal know because he would like to see him. He would be .very glad if he
could come in to lunch, if we could arrange it. e T
Katherine Foley .

Secretary to the Secretary of Forrestal

Some comments: - o : R

It is clear that Forrestal and Bush -enjeyed a very close relationship for some
long period of time, which isn't too surprising considering their respective
positions with the Government; and it is clear that they were similar in

“outlook--goal-oriented, wanted to get a job done, personally had extremely

strong moral code and concern with doing things properly but also getting the

_job done. It is also a credit that each had the others complete trust, and that

they saw each other frequently in the period from 1947 on through to
Forrestal's death. There were just numerous meetings aside ‘from some’of such
official bodies as the War Council the Chiefs of Staff, the. Atomic Energy
Business. There are really very few notes about these meetings, except we do
have a record of their visit to Truman on September 1947, There certainly were
opportunities at which all kinds of other topics were discussed.’ v '

It should- also be noted that Forrestal had full confidence in Karl T. Cbmpton
and James Conant; Conant, President of Harvard, and Compton, President of

. MIT. It seems to be further clear that this certainly allows for situations which

Harvard and MIT people were involved in various highly Classified activities
with full knowledge of the respective presidents of the institutions, - Forrestal

.was the last holdover from the. Roosevelt cabinet days to remain in the.cabinet. -
- He was clearly hardworking, well organized, effective. An interesting book

about him is The Forrestal Diaries edited by Walter Millis with the collaboration
of E.S. Duffield, published by the Viking Press in 1951.. . S o




Report of Conversation with Mrs, Stanley ", Wyatt, Jr.. @ - 0% "
Name is actually Catherine O

PO Box 363, East Falmouth, Mass., 02536 17-548-5364 L :
This is the woman known as K. Wyatx, who worked - for - Dr. Menzel In
Washington, D.C. during the War as a secretary and research assistant and then
came back up to Harvard with him in 1946; and worked there until late 1950,
She married Stanley Wyatt, who was a graduate student under Dr. Menzel. She
was apparently well aware of all his Clausified activities, and had gone over

parts of his autobiography and found some mistakes there as well. She had been

attending Mount Holy yoke and had worked as an assistant to an astronamer.

Joined the Waves and was chosen for Menzel in D.C. in 1943, The Menzels were -

like second parents and she was married in their home. She is 63 and a widow
since about 1980. LT
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New York Times, July 16, 1947 PP, 1l:2, 10:4

Headline: "Patterson Reported Quitting; Forrestal Due to Rule Arms"

Dateline: Washington, July 15th. |

Content: Article speaks of new post of "Secretary of National Sec=-
urity"to be created., "...powerful new position which would give
him (Forrestal) control not only of the Armed Forces, but of all
the war making agencies and potentials of the coﬁntry...."

",..It was said that other candidates besides Forrestal had
been recommended to President Truman for the top position in the
unified defense establishment, Two of these were Dr, Vannevar
Bush, director of the Office of Scientific Research and Development...
‘and Rep. James Wadsworth of New York,..."

New York Times, June 1, 1947 pp 35:1

Headline: "Old Cavélry Post now Anti-Airecraft, Project for the dev-
elopment of Guided Missiles Starts New Era at Fort Bliss"

Dateline: Ft, Bliss, Texas, May 31lst,

Content: Description of the new transformation of Ft. Bliss, which
is located only 44 miles from White Sandwm.

"eeo.Fort Bliss itself houses the anti-aircraft and guided missile

branch of the artillery school headed by Brig. Genl. Robert M,
Montague," ‘ '




United States Dept. of the Navy 2 May, 1980
Chief of Naval Operations

The Pentagon -

Washington, D,C, 20350

Dear Sir or Madam:

Pursuant to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act,
§5USC,552 as amended, I hereby request access to copies of the
docunentation enumerated as follows: ‘

~Copy of the final report of the officiel U.S. Navy Board
of Inquiry into the circumstances surrounding the death
of former Secretary of Defense Adm, James V, Forrestal,
who died at Betheséa Naval Hospital on 22 May, 1949,

If any expenses in excess of $25 are incurred in connection with
this request, please submit all such charges to me for gpgpoval
prior to their being incurred. If this request is denied either
in whole or in part, please inform me of your agency's appeal
procedures.

Yours very trﬁly,

e /

William L, Mocre

WLM/s



Surgeon General of the U,S,

Dept. of Health & Welfare 2 May, 1980
330 Independence Ave, BW

Washington, D.C, 20201

Dear Sir:
Pursuant to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act,
5-USC-552 as amended, I hereby request access to the information
set forth below:
~Copy of the finél report of the Surgeon General's inguiry
into the circumstances surrounding the death of former

Secretary of Defense Admiral James V. Forrestal, who died
at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May, 1949,

Your prompt attention to this matter is most appreciated.

Yours very truly,

. William L, Moore
WIM/s



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350 .
IN REPLY REFER TO

Ser 09BlF/513792

MAY 19 1980

Mr. William L. Moore
P.O. Box 189
Dewey, Arizona 86327

Dear Mr. Moore:

This . is in reanponse *to vounr letter of 2 May 1980, in which von
requested access to copies of the final report of the official
U.S. Navy Board of Inquiry into the circumstances surrounding
the death of former Secretary of Defense Adm. James V. '
Forrestal, who died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May, 1949.

These records would be under the cognizance of the Commanding
Officer, National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, MD 20014.

Therefore, by copy of this letter and the forwarding of your
request, that official is requested to reply to you directly.

Sincerely,

P td-lor/

DONALD CARR

FOIA Coordinator

By direction of the

Chief of Naval Operations



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

BUREAU_OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY . .
‘WASHINGTON, D.C. 20372
' IN REPLY REFER TO

‘BUMED: 001B : JSS

. MY 3080

Mr. Wiiliam,L. Moore
P.O. Box 189
Dewey, Arizona 86327

Dear Mr. Moore:

This is in response to 'your recent request under the Freedom of
Information Act for a "coepy of the final report of the Surgeon
General's inquiry into the circumstances surrounding the death of
-former Secretary of Defense Admiral -James V. Forrestal, who dled
at Bethesda Naval Hosp1ta1 on 22 May 1949."

Please be advised that no such report exists. For this reason,
the literal wording of your request cannot be complied with. It
is considered, however, that you most likely mean to request a
copy of the investigation convened pursuant to the Manual of-the
Judge Advocate General, and for this reason your letter is being
forwarded .to the Judge Advocate General for action and reply. I
am sure you will hear from offlclals within that office in the
very near future.

Sincerely,

QWM

J. STUART SHOWALTER

Lieutenant Commander, JAGC, USN

Special Assistant to the Surgeon-
General for Medico-Legal Affairs



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20372

IN REPLY REFER TO
BUMED:001B:JSS.

MY 30 B0

Mr. William L. Moore
P.0O. Box 189
Dewey, Arizona 86327

Dear Mr. Moore:

This is in response.to your recent request under the Freedom of
Information Act for a "copy of the final report of the Surgeon
General's inquiry into the circumstances surrounding the death of
former Secretary of Defense Admiral James V. Forrestal, who died
at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May 1949."

Please be advised that no such report exists. For this reason,
the literal wording of your request cannot be complied with. It
is considered, however, that you most likely mean to request a
copy of the investigation convened pursuant to the Mannal of the
Judge Advocate General, and for this reason your letter is being
forwarded to the Judge Advocate General for action and reply. I
an sure you will hear from officials within that office in the
very near future.

Sincerely,

J. STUART SHOWALTER

Lieutenant Commander, JAGC, USN

Special Assistant to the Surgeon
General for Medico-Legal Affairs



NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTER
BETHESDA, MARYLAND - 20014 IN REPLY REFER TO

NNMC-C35:mb
5210
10 June 1980

From: Commanding Officer, National Naval Medical Center,
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 _

To: Office of the Judge Advocate General, Department of
the Navy, 200 Stovall Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22332
(Attn: Code 21)

Subj: Freedom of Information Act request of William L. Moore
Encl: (1) Subject request

1. Enclosure (1), made under the Freedom of Information Act, is
forwarded for action since the requested materials are in the
custody of the Deputy Assistant Judge Advocate General (Investigations).

e At g
C. B. SMILEY, J

By direction

Copy to:

Chief, BUMED (Legal) w/encl
CNO (09B)

Mr. William L. Moore



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
QFHCEUFTHEJUDGEADVUCATEGENERAL
¢ 200 STOVALL STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332 IN REPLY REFER TO
JAG:FOIA:ID-85-I:dvd
21/46679

JUN 30 1960

Bill Moore
P.O. Box 189
Dewey, Arizona 86327

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request
Dear Mr. Moore:

This is in response to your letter: of May 2, 1980, received
in this Office on June 9, 1980, requesting a copy of the
final report of the official U.S. Navy Board of Inquiry into
the circumstances surrounding the death of former Secretary
of Defense James V. Forrestal, who died at Bethesda Naval
Hospital on May 22, 1949. Your letters are considered a
request for an initial determination of the releasability of
the requested material under the Freedom of Information Act
[5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(6)(n)(i)].

Since this report is a personal, medical or similar file for
the purposes of 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b) (6), (the privacy exemption
to the Freedom of Information Act), and that the requested
document would revive dormant memories to the considerable

. embarrassment of the Forrestal family, it is considered a
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy to release
the document. The fact that Mr. James Forrestal was, to a
limited extent, a public figure does not dictate a contrary
result, since the details of his medical treatment at the
Bethesda Naval Hospital are considered highly personal in
nature.

Therefore, you may consider this letter a denial of your
request for the subject investigative report pursuant to 5
U.S.C. § 552 (b) (6).

Because your request has been denied, you are advised that
it is your right under the cited statute to appeal this
determination in writing to the designee of the Secretary

of the Navy. Such an appeal, if any, should be addressed to:



Judge Advocate General (Code 14)
Department of the Navy

200 Stovall Street
Alexandria, VA 22332

The appeal must be receéived in that office within 120 days

from the date of this letter in order to be considered and

the enclosed copy of .this letter should be attached. It is
recommended that the letter of appeal and the envelope both
bear the notation, "Freedom of Information Act Appeal.”

I must inform you that the undersigned is the official
responsible for the denial of your request.

Sincerely,

.3. Marine Corps

A‘ss.i-gtant Judge Advocate General
(Military Law)



DEPARTMENT OF.THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE omzmr>r
200 STOVALL STREET »
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332

OFFICIAL BUSINESS o
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE $300

Mr. Bill Moore
P.O. Box 189 ,
Dewey, Arizona 86327
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" ReGo Moore,Col, USMC Ceer -
Department of the Navy - + 15 July,1980 -

Offlce of the Judge Advocate Genl, , -
200 Stovall St, o B

Alexsndria, VA - 22332

RE: JAG: FOIA:ID-85-T:dvd
21/46679 .

Dear Colonel Moore:

By letter dated 2 May, 1980 I requested access to certain
information pertaining to the circumstances surrounding the
death of former Secretary of Defense James V, Forrestal at
Bethesda Neval Hospital on 22 May, 1949, On 8 July, 1980 I
received communication from your office denying this request
on the basis of the privacy exemption of the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act § 5-USC-552, b6,

Please regerd this letter as‘my formal appeal of your denial
under the processes and procedures set forth for such purposes
in the act cited above,

With regard to the above appeal, I wish to state for the record
that I fully understand and appreciatée the concern of the
surviving Forrestal family with respect to the revival of
dormant memories regarding this sensative matter, I am deeply
sympathetic with these concerns and my request should in no
way be interpreted as representing any hostile or detrimental
intentions whatsoever regarding the memory of the late Mr,
Secretary Foprestal.

I do however strongly disagree with the statement made in your
letter (attached) to the extent that Mr, Secretary Forrestal

was "to a limited extent a public figure", Certainly his
nearly nine years of dedicated service as Under-Secretary of

the Navy, Secretary of the Navy, and our nation's first Secro-
tery of Defense can hardly be regarded as "limited" public
-gervice even if one stretches the meaning of the word, That

he holds such an esteemed place in our nation's history coupled
with the fact that he died in a Federal facility under somewhat
unusual circumstances, would certainly seem more than sufficient
to establish grounds for the public's right to know and would
appoear, after the passage of more than thirty-one years, to
outweigh any privacy considerations as may conceivably be raised
by either the surviving family or the Freedom of Information
Act, -

20..0



JAG: FOIA:ID=-85-~I:dvd
21/46679

Letter of Appeal, page 2.

Even so, the need for restraint, good taste -and good sense is
recognized in the use of any material which might eventually

be released should this appeal be granted., Furthermore, should
it facilitate the granting of this appeal, I stand prepared to
grant either your office or any designated represéntative of

the Forrestal family a written right of prior review and approval
for any material I may ultimately write based on the records
sought in this request,

Please note that under the provisions of §5-USC-552 as cited

above, you are required to act on this appeal within twenty
(20) working days of your receipt.

Yours very truly,

William L, Moore
WIM/s

s



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
- 200 STOVALL STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332 IN REPLY REFER TO
JAG:FOI:FD69:¢e¢7jj
: 14/15798 -

8 AUG 1380

Mr. Bill Moore .
P.0O. Box 189
Dewey, Arizona 86327 :

Re: Freedom of Information Act Appeal
Dear Mr. Moore:

This is in response to your letter of July 15, 1980, received
in this Office on July 22, 1980, in which you appeal the
decision of Colonel R.G. Moore, USMC, Assisgant Judge Advocate
General (Military Law), to deny your request' for access to
. the final report of the official U.S. Navy Board of Inquiry
. concerning the death of the former Secretary of Defense, James -
V. Forrestal. Your letter is considered to be a request for
- a final determination pursuant to the Freedom of Information
Act: [5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6) (A) (ii) (1976)].

A thorough review of the pertinent record and the initial -

_denial action has been conducted, and it has been determined
that the decision made by Colonel Moore was entirely correct :
since the requested report constitutes an intra-agency,
predecisional memorandum. A significant and legitimate
~governmental interest exists in withholding this record, in

' that its release would tend to discourage valuable intra-
agency discussion. . As such, this information is not required
to be released under the Freedom of Information Act [5 U.S.C.
§: 552 (b):(5):(1976); 32 C.F.R. § 701.5(b) (4) (ii)(E):(1979)]..

Additionally, the release of this material would constitute '
a clearly unwarranted invasion of .the privacy of Secretary
Forrestal's surviving next-of-kin, and the Freedom of Infor-
" mation Act authorizes the withholding of this record under
such circumstances’ [5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)(1976) ; 32 C.F.R.

§ 701.5(b) (4) (ii) (F):(1979) 1. :

Finally, the release of the rerrd.cOncerning the final -
hospitalization of Secretary Forrestal would not only consti-
_tute a clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy of his



. : JAG:FOI:FD69:ej]j :

surv1v1ng next-=of- kln, (see previous paragraph for statutory
and regulatory provision for autherity to withhold informa-
_ tion on this basis), but Department of Defense regulations -
prohibit the release of such records without the specific
written perm1551on of Secretary Forrestal's next-of-kin

- [32 C.F.R. §66.3°(1979)]. Please be advised that Secretary
Forrestal's son, Michael Forrestal, objects to the release
of thlS ‘record,

For the previously stated reasons: you may treat this letter
~as a final, complete denial of your request for the release
of the final. report of the official U.S. Navy Board of
Inquiry concerning the death of Secretary Forrestal. . As the
Secretary of the Navy's designee for this purpose’ [32 C.F.R.

© §701.9(c):(1):(1979) 1., the undersigned is the: official respon-
sible for. this actien. You are further adv1sed of 'your rlght‘
. to seek judicial review of thlS decision.

Slncerely,,

e

C. E. McDOWELL

Rear Admiral, JAGC, U. 8. Navy
Judge Advocate General of the Navy
For the Secretary of the Navy
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL

200 STOVALL STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332 IN REPLY REFER TO
JAG:21:FOIA:gww
CF-91-84
2 1 MAR 1984

Mr. Hugh L. O'Neal
4219 W. Olive Street, #247
Burbank, California 91505

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request
. Subject : James V. FORRESTAL
Date : May 22, 1949

Dear Mr. O'Neal:

This is in response to your letter of March 7, 1984, requesting
"a copy of all documentation, including the final report,
generated by the investigation convened pursuant to the Manual of
the Judge Advocate General into the circumstances surrounding
the death of former Secretary of Defense James V. Forrestal, who
died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May 1979." Your letter is
considered a request for an initial determination of the
releasability of the requested material under the Freedom of
Information Act [5 U.S.C. § 552(a) (6) (Aa) (i) (1976)].

The Office of the Judge Advocate General of the Navy is the
custodian of reports of investigation made in accordance with the
Manual of the Judge Advocate General (JAG Manual) concerning
incidents of this type.

The investigative report containing the referenced information
has been retrieved from our long-term storage facility ahd
reviewed. Upon initial review, it was determined that the
information contained therein was not releasable to you without
the authorization of the next-of-kin or a personal representative
of Mr. Forrestal inasmuch as the investigation is composed almost
entirely of protected medical records concerning Mr. Forrestal.
In this regard your attention is invited to the 1language
contained in the Code of Federal Regulations relating to the
release of information from medical records that "if the
individual concerned is . . . deceased . . . , the next of kin or
legal representative must authorize, in writing, the release of
the individual's medical records" (32 C.F.R. § 66.3(c)).

Personal liaison between this Office and Mr. Forrestal's son and
next-of-kin, Mr. Michael Forrestal, c¢/o Shearman & Sterling, 53
Wall Street, New York, New York 10005, has revealed that Mr.

Michael Forrestal is opposed to the release of this information.



Accordingly, in consonance with 32 C.F.R. § 66.3(c), Mr. Michael
Forrestal's objections and the privacy considerations of 5 U.S.C.
§ 552 (b)(6), you may consider this letter a denial of your
request for "a copy of all documentation, including the final
report, generated by the investigation convened pursuant to the
Manual of the Judge Advocate General into the circumstances
surrounding the death of former Secretary of Defense James V.
Forrestal, who died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May, 1949."

Because your request has been denied in part, you are advised
that it is your right under 5 U.S.C. § 552 (1976) to appeal this
determination in writing to the designee of the Secretary of the
Navy. Such an appeal, if any, should be addressed to:

Department of the Navy

Office of the Judge Advocate General (Code 14)
200 Stovall Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22332

The appeal must be received in that office within 45 days from
the date of this letter in order to be considered, and the
enclosed copy of this letter should be attached. It is recom-
mended that the letter of appeal and the envelope both bear the
notation, "Freedom of Information Act Appeal."

I must inform you that the undersigned is the official
responsible for the partial denial of your request.

Sincerely,

J. W. BOwA
Captain, JAGC, U.S. Navy A
Assistant Judge Advocate General
(Military Law) Acting



DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL

200 STOVALL STREET

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332 IN REPLY REFER TO
JAG:21:FOIA:gww
CF-91-84 '
21 MAR 1984

Mr. Hugh L. O'Neal
4219 W. Olive Street, #247
Burbank, California 91505

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request
Subject : James V. FORRESTAL
Date : May 22, 1949

Dear Mr. O'Neal:

This is in response to your letter of March 7, 1984, requesting
"a copy of all documentation, including the final report,
generated by the investigation convened pursuant to the Manual of
the Judge Advocate General into the circumstances surrounding
the death of former Secretary of Defense James V. Forrestal, who
died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May 1979." Your letter is
considered a request for an initial determination of the
releasability of the requested material under the Freedom of
Information Act [5 U.S.C. § 552(a) (6)(A) (i) (1976)].

The Office of the Judge Advocate General of the Navy is the
custodian of reports of investigation made in accordance with the
Manual of the Judge Advocate General (JAG Manual) concerning
incidents of this type.

The investigative réport containing the referenced information
has been retrieved from our long-term storage facility and
reviewed. Upon initial review, it was determined that the
information contained therein was not releasable to you without
the authorization of the next-of-kin or a personal representative
of Mr. Forrestal inasmuch as the investigation is composed almost
entirely of protected medical records concerning Mr. Forrestal.
In this regard your attention is invited to the language
contained in the Code of Federadl Regulations relating to the
release of information from medical records that "if the
individual concerned is . . . deceased . . . , the next of kin or
legal representative must authorize, in writing, the release of
the individual's medical records" (32 C.F.R. § 66.3(c)).

Personal liaison between this Office and Mr. Forrestal's son and
next-of-kin, Mr. Michael Forrestal, c/o Shearman & Sterling, 53
Wall Street, New York, New York 10005, has revealed that Mr.

Michael Forrestal is opposed to the release of this information.



Accordingly, in consonance with 32 C.F.R. § 66.3(c), Mr. Michael
Forrestal's objections and the privacy considerations of 5 U.S.C.
§ 552 (b)(6), you may consider this letter a denial of your
request for "a copy of all documentation, including the final
report, generated by the investigation convened pursuant to the
Manual of the Judge Advocate General into the circumstances
surrounding the death of former Secretary of Defense James V.
Forrestal, who .died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May, 1949."

Because your request has been denied in part, you are advised
that it is your right under 5 U.S.C. § 552 (1976) to appeal this
determination in writing to the designee of the Secretary of the
Navy. Such an appeal, if any, should be addressed to:

Department of the Navy

Office of the Judge Advocate General (Code 14)
200 Stovall Street

Alexandria, Virginia 22332

The appeal must be received in that office within 45 days from
the date of this letter in order to be considered, and the
enclosed copy of this letter should be attached. It is recom-
mended that the letter of appeal and the envelope both bear the
notation, "Freedom of Information Act Appeal."

I must inform you that the undersigned is the official
responsible for the partial denial of your request.

Sincerely,

J. W. HOWAY . |
Captain,JAGC,U.S.Navy -
A5sistantJudgeAdvocateGenerai
(Military Law) Acting



OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
200 STOVALL STREET
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22332

| 4
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY - _ —_ —— — _

U.S.MAIL
OFFICIAL BUSINESS .
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, sso0

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
DOD-318

Mr. Hugh L. O'Neal
4219 W. Olive Street, #247 ,
Burbank, California 91505



L4219 W. Olive St.,#247
Burbank, CA 91505
: 7 March, 1984
Department of the Navy

0ffice of the Judge Advocate General
200 Stovall St. :
Alexandria, VA 22332

Dear Sir or Madam:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, §5-USC-552 as amended,

I hereby request a copy of all documentation, including the final
report, generated by the‘'investigation convened pursuant to the

Manual of the Judge Advocate General into the circumstances surrounding
‘the death of former Secretary of Defense James V. Forrestal, who
“died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on 22 May, 1949.

Fees and charges generated in connection with the processing of
this request are hereby guaranteed up to a maximum of $25,00.

Yours very truly,

A O

HLO/ " Hugh L. 0'Neal
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J 542 a — . tuE Forrestal DIARIES .;. | THE DIARIES END 543 .M
3 81 December 1948 - - ' Cabinet—China—Palesting - - ' [ ama& H&Mﬁﬁm between the economic and military aspects . m
. . s R of our stren :
WMEMQ this morning mﬂ.nwwuﬂnnﬂr was OUSPQ ) .7 fron T " Bedell Smith had flown in, and one of the mow rare diary w
vett gave a summation OL e recent dispatches from~ ) j t :th him on Janu 9. b E
. China. The program, in general, was for Li Tsung-jen to suc- ~ ° notes records a breakfast converss on ™ January kw
ceed Chiang after the latter’s withdrawal (Lovett said that in- 9 January 1949 . Breakfast with Ambassador Smith ,mﬂ 3
clusion of Chiang’s name on the list of war criminals prepared . He said he had come 10 2 somewhat different conclu- i { :
o E the .OcEB:swa had changed EH back to an attitude of .. sion in recent months about the attitude of the Russians to- ﬂ g
m n.wbmﬁgnﬁ.wua that he was now disposed to take command - ward war. He thinks their long-term objective has not changed w -
of Qm.g m nvn.m&&. - . but, because of the risks of dissidence which they are running m&
The President said that Wellington Koo and other Chinese in undertaking to perfect the Communist control of their satel- w
in Washington were now busily undercutting Madame Chiang ~  ° lites, he is inclined to think that they have decided to go 3 4
~ and the Generalissimo. He hazarded the guess that back of the - *. -

through on this line before taking any Tisk of war. . . - . o
“In general he looks forward to an interval of apparent and

story in this morning’s paper, which Lovett referred to, to the
effect that a high official in the American government had said. - - . . et .
there would be a cutting off of ECA aid to China unless Chiang . - mowwvmw WMMMW%MM MM“M no chance of solution to this problem
%M.hﬁgm&n roww M“WMMMM a story would create further vqwm.. A except through some face-saving action by %n. Owanﬁﬂ .P&M:M
; Palestine: Lovett said 3@. Israeli troops had apparently E SR Mw.%—mﬂ%ﬂﬂ:mﬁ%ﬁ Mﬂw&wawwwﬁw“w%% %.M. M_—MH nmﬁmw %w'
, H&Mﬂmmm—w WWMWMW MMWMMMWM MMMMmMmWMMMnW Mwmw MMMOMMW%W M.M X . portunity to raise the question of Berlin but none of them did
R British would notify us that the failure of the-Israelis to with- ) s0-
draw promptly would automatically bring into operation the :
Anglo-Egyptian Mutual Defense Pact. : C

O
T et
Tecas 2% o

3 sl
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A AL
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[ Earlyin December the President had told his press conference
that there would be no immediate changes in the Cabinet. Asked

v P : o ) : : ; . indifferent health) and
[- It the last d f the old . F tal found himself .  specifically about Marshall (who was in in
‘ ‘ H wbmiwq““m M.ﬁ mwwww Mﬁsmwno?owmwnwm MMMMQ_H Mﬂmbwlbnmwmp : " Forrestal, he had replied that both had been Mﬂ%mmnom.ﬁo wﬂww
- . : : ¥ resi
" . Harold W. Dodds,.that he deliver the 1949 Stafford Little Lec- -~ . i B and had »mammwba mm Mm.m .‘vawmwbmwwwhw@ H.,o<MF imwm an-
: tures. ~The subject,” he wrote, “which interests me is the charac- ~ - | . -of both Marshall an M 4 Qw ) Dean Acheson
“ter of our government and the difficulty of policy formation and - v nounced. (Their letters were cate January beginning of the
. execution under the handicap of lack of a real parliamentary . s would become Secretary of State with the wmﬁdzbmvv For-
~ system™® And a few days later he wrote another correspondent, g . - new presidential term on January 20, and u»BMw mm. oM ed Lov-
SRR . who'had 8umw»nbw8m§ on his first gna&.nmmonsm mo.ﬂmg_ o M _ restal’s antagonist in the Budget Bureau, WO m.mcw tal's own
- e blished December 29); “My own principal-im- L § . ett. These changes would patently undemi?t S

. . e positi .. hom, despite
.. pression at the moment is the tremendous amount of -work that - [ positon. In .anm&p: he ﬂ.q:um ..MOmnM ,oo:mﬂm:ﬂh:%& .wbwwm.uo.
e LT ' remains to be done—and ‘also the tremendous job_that faces us.in g . oogm“obw._ Emmmmuomm of .MMonErumoomm_MWm M%mm" friends and
ki DV . the ‘world and which -therefore necessitates, we both wm—,@o. the :..“f -+ . ....wwmnﬁonr in Lovett he WO ose © o e
T3 A e — . SR . A most valuable collaborators. o e

s To Harold W. Dodds, 31 December 1948. S IR .

- ®To Arthur A. Ballantine, 5 January 1049
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544 . THE Forrestal pragrigs

On January 8 mvﬂnbm»ob. released his first annual report as
Secretary of the Air Force. It bluntly renewed the demand for 2"

full seventy groups by 1952, thus reopening the controversy .of

- the previous year and further undercutting Forrestal’s position. At

the same time the commentators, with Marshall now out of the

Cabinet, turned. their attention to the Secretary of Defense. On -

'Sunday, January 9, Walter Winchell, a hostile critic since the days

of the Palestine controversy, broadcast a-prediction that the Presi- -

dent would accept Forrestal’s resignation within the ensuing

- week.* Winchell coupled this prediction with a vmﬂmn,,w:mmmmou

that Forrestal had formed a Canadian corporation in 1929 to re-
duce his federal income tax in that year, and with a fevered de-

nunciation of the legislative proposals concerning .the National -

Security Council as being designed to “throw the country into war

- without even notifying’ Congress.” :

Next day the White House correspondents asked Charles G.

. Ross, the President’s press secretary, about the Winchell predic-
tion that Forrestal would be out of office within the week. Ross -

said flatly that it was untrue. To avoid misunderstanding, he added
that all Cabinet members customarily submitted their resignations
on the advent of a new administration, but that he did not know

- whether Forrestal’s had been received. Forrestal was a luncheon

guest at the White House that day. : A
- When he returned on Tuesday (January 11) for a private con-
ference with the President, the correspondents questioned him
about this routine resignation. He told them that it had not yet
been submitted, but would be in the President’s hands before the
inauguration on January 20. There was a brief interchange: -
“Do you anticipate its acceptance?”
“No.” = .

“Yes, 1 am a victim of the Washington scene.” | B

L - This remark dampened the rumors of Forrestal’s imminent de-

parture. from the Cabinet, -especially after ‘the President himself

. gave it a lukewarm endorsement two days later. Asked at his
press conference if Forrestal’s remarks meant that he would stay -

. T The New York Times, 11 January 1949. ot ...

,,..Uowoaﬁwuwao.»ua mxm.mnn noooamacm»h .mmonmg OmU?.
- fense?” : o
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[ in the Omvmbmr Mr. Truman replied that they meant just what

hih

they said 2 . oo
Forrestal himself began writing friends as though the dic was

cast in favor of remaining in public office a while longer: “To he

perfectly frank, I had looked forward to leaving the service of the

. . government this month, but my conscience, as well as a number

of my associates, persuaded me that I should not leave an un-
finished job.” 13 “As you have probably noted from the newspapcrs
since the date of writing . . . I have indicated I will stay on
for an additional period.” 4

As soon as he returned to his Pentagon office from his White

.House visit of January 11, Forrestal dispatched to the President

his pro forma resignation. Its casual tone implied, as Forrestal
had told the reporters, that he did not anticipate its acceptance:

.“I send you at this time my formal resignation as Secretary of

Defense. I believe there is such a document now in your files, but
in order to be sure that there is one in your possession I am for.
warding this so that you may have it available in the considerativn
of plans for your Cabinet at inauguration time.” ,

There is nothing to show that Forrestal discussed his own tenure
with the President at this time; but he may have spoken of the
tenure of the Service Secretaries, especially Symington’s. On the

afternoon of the 11th Forrestal’s Military Aide sent a long docu- -

ment to White House Secretary Mathew Connelly with this cover-
ing memorandum: “The President is expecting the attached draft
of suggested remarks, as Secretary Forrestal has informed the
President that they would be sent over today.”

‘The “attached draft” was dated January 8. Cast in the first

. person, as if the President himself were speaking, it was as

exhortation to the heads of the military Departments and Sery-

ices, calling upon them to keep their differences within the mil.

itary family or to resign, now that the new presidential tens

.- gave them a graceful opportunity to do so. A few sentences

suffice to indicate the ‘tenor of what Forrestal and those arousnd

S him (the paper was drafted by a staff member) wanted tie

: ¥ The New York Times, 12 and 14 January 1949.
. ®To William Ritchie, 12 January 1949.
“To Edwin Meissner, 13 January 1949.
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546 . tue Forrestal p1ARIES °

[ President to say to the heads of the Army, Navy and Air Force:

“If there is any doubt in the.mind of any man present that he -

can give to the decisions of his Commander-in-Chief and of the
Secretary of Defense, who, for these purposes, is the alter ego of
his Commander-in-Chief, the kind of loyalty I have been describ-
ing . . . now is the time for any such individual to speak his
mind. . . . I repeat that my duty to the country requires that I

demand and receive the utmost in loyal assistance, freely spoken -

advice and proper subordination. At this moment of opening
the new administration, it is practicable for any man of distin-
guished record to leave a post in government without any ad-
verse implications against him or his service. . . . So this is the

»

moment of decision. . . . .

. President Truman never called the meeting mom iEor Emwm .
suggested remarks” could have been intended, but he did deflate

the Air Force again at his press conference on January 13 by
saying that he considered forty-eight air groups adequate. Al-
m.uocm& Air Force spokesmen pitched their advocacy of seventy
air groups several keys lower than in 1948, it still helped to de-

feat again the administration’s plans for universal military serv- A

ice in 1949. And it was one more vexation for Forrestal to
bear; he spoke to colleagues during this period of “another end
run” by the Air Force around the military unity that he was try-
ing to build.

On the evening of January 16 Drew Pearson renewed the radio
attack on Forrestal. Recalling Winchell’s assertion that the Presi-
dent was about to accept Forrestal’s resignation, Pearson insisted
that the President would have done so if Winchell's forecasting

of the action had not angered him. Pearson also repeated Win-

chell’s attack on the old Canadian corporation and added to it a

‘trumped-up .version of an old robbery of Mrs. Forrestal's jewels
that reflected on Forrestal’s personal courage. B

This personal .attack so ‘stung Forrestal that he had his at- -

torneys draw up a libel complaint against Pearson. In obvious
distress, Forrestal turned to his friends and associates, receiving

from them the almost unanimous advice that he should sue and

Eww a sait would be successful. Yet he never authorized the com-
plaint to be Em@ in court, shrinking from the notoriety such an
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[ action would bring. A week after the Pearson broadcast, when a

guest on another radio- program erroneously accused Forrestal
of having a major financial interest in a cartel controlling the old
pro-Nazi firm of L. G. Farben, friends of Forrestal secured a retrac-
tion and apology for him.2® These and other attacks so hurt For-
restal that he confessed to a friend that he could no longer listen
to ‘the popular Sunday night news-commentator broadcasts.

There is no doubt that Forrestal was tired. Early in January,
while he and others were working at the White House on the
President’s state of the Union message, one of the President’s
Josest advisers noticed how weary and pervous Forrestal ap-
peared; this man and a colleague remarked to each other that
Forrestal’s long-standing, unconscious habit of scratching the
crown of his head. had become so continuous that a raw spot
was beginning to appear. . .

‘As Forrestal’s fatigue increased, some associates in both the
White House and Defense Establishment felt that he became
less and less willing to reach decisions. Even after decisions were
made, he frequently wanted to reopen them. Amendments to the
National Security Act held more interest for Forrestal at this
time than almost any other subject, yet it seemed difficult for
him to fix his ideas about the final form of the amendments. In-
decisiveness increased the always heavy load of unfinished busi-
ness in the Secretary’s office, an accumulation that worried both
Forrestal and his staff, driving him to adopt a still more exhaust-
‘ing work schedule. At least one intimate ‘of both the President
-and Forrestal recalls discussing this situation with the President
and finding him aware of it. .

On January 21, the second day of Truman’s new administra-
tion, General Eisenbower came back to full-time duty as For-
restal’s principal military adviser. The Secretary asked the gen-
_eral to help formulate amendments to the National Security Act
‘on which the Services would agree. Principally, however, he

. wanted Eisenhower to work. with the Joint Chiefs of Staff to

_produce an agreed-upon war plan that could be made the basis

of future military budgets—and he stated that the budgets should

be within some reasonable limit. The mz.oEwB was the familiar

" B The New York Times, 24 January 1949
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548 ‘, o . . THE Forrestal p1aRrigs-
[ one of trying to resolve strategy, inter-Service rivalries and fisca] -

limitations.

Despite the heavy reliance at once placed on Mmmmb&otmh ..mm :

Farrestal's schedule of conferences shows, the pressure on the

- Secretary’s office continued. Forrestal was not a person who could |

reach decisions lightly, with or without assistance. General Eisen.
hower recalls, “One of the reasons he felt such an acute need for
some help was his inborn honesty and his very great desire to
serve the country well. He would listen carefully to presentations
even where he was certain that these were partisan and even
prejudiced; his ability to see truth on both sides of bitter ques-
tions led him to a turmoil, out of which it was dificult to form a
clear-cut decision in which he could personally have real con-
fidence.” : B .
Very probably, when Forrestal had written on umncmww 13 that
he would stay on for “an additional period,” he and the President
&waw.m% had discussed some definite limit -on that period, for
ﬂﬂrwb a little more than two weeks Forrestal apparently was
helping the President arrange for his successor. Forrestal's cal-
-endar for January 28 shows that he went to the White House
for a Cabinet meeting at ten o’clock in the morning and that he
had a conference with the President .at eleven; he had no other
‘appointments before lunching alone with one of his assistants
-Marx Leva. Neither Forrestal’s diary notes nor his letters mu.mo_o&m
anything more about the occurrences of this day. :
However, Louis Johnson, who succeeded Forrestal as Secretary
of Defense, has given a more detailed account of that morning’s
events: % . . In the latter days of January . . . the President

- -sent for me and told me that Mr. Forrestal ‘wanted to talk to me.

He said that Mr. Forrestal was my friend and that he wanted
me to listen to him accordingly. Mr. Forrestal was then at the
“White House for a Cabinet meeting, to which, after talking with
~me, the President went. I crossed through the. White House
through Mr. Connelly’s office, and Mr. Forrestal’ ‘coming down
“the ‘corridor from the Cabinet réom,-called to me. The press

might have gotten wise then but they Thissed thgbet. - ;
‘I waved Mr. Forrestal back, went. throughMr.- Connelly’s

office B.um met him there. Then it was that Mr. Forresta]l asked

!
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[ me, with the approval of the President, to take over his job as

Secretary of Defense. Mr. Forrestal did not return to the Cabinet
meeting. He and I spent that time in discussions and later visited
with the President. .

“I told Mr. Forrestal that a story had been printed saying I had
been undercutting him—seeking his job. Mr. Forrestal replied
that he had double-checked the story and was satisfied that there
was not, and had not been, a word of truth in it. . . .

“After the Cabinet meeting Mr. Forrestal and I visited with
the President, who insisted I accept his offer of the Secretaryship
-of Defense. . . 716

According to Johnson, the date agreed upon at this meeting
for Forrestal to leave was May 1, three months in the future.
The.interim period was to be used to brief Johnson on the duties
that he would take over. In fact that briefing began at once,
Johnson asserts; two months later, and in Forrestal's presence,
Johnson told the House Armed Services Committee, “ . . . dur-
ing these last sixty days . .. the only well kept secret . . . is

the fact that Jim and I have been working together. . . .”7

Johnson also told a press conference at this same time, “Since late
_ in January, Jim Forrestal and I did confer, did work together when

I went to Key West . . . with a lot of secret papers of the De- .

partment with the approval of the President. We were working
all through that period and since.” 18
Forrestal’s records offer only scraps of information bearing on
" this January 28 episode and its aftermath. His daily calendar
and the log kept by his office orderly both show that at 2:30
on the afternoon of February 4 Forrestal paid a two-hour visit
to the Shoreham Building, the office building where Johnson’s
" law firm has its Washington office and an unusual port of call for
Forrestal; neither the calendar nor the log says whom he saw

' theféLater, after Johnson had left on February 7 for Key West,

Ty A

".~. membersvof, Forrestal’s staff were sent occasionally to Johnson’s
ey A

sb,ﬂu»&ﬁ o ,,.u..ﬂ..: Mortem Club, 17 May 1g4g; in Hearings before the House
‘Armed Servicel Committee, August 1949 (p. 490), Johnson fixed the date of these

" discussions as “the latter days of January, about the 28th or 29th.”

" House Amned Services Committee Hearings, pp. 486, 553

;vnmw.wwwcmmmﬁnamn transcript, 29 March 1949.
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[ Washington office with more data for forwarding to Johnson in

THE DIARIES END 551

" getting out by the first of June. Three days later, on Febru-

Florida. ) o . e ary 12, this same friend Jearned from a member of the President’s -
Yet there is some evidence -that Forrestal considered his own -, personal staff that Forrestal was resigning of his own volition,
departure and Johnson’s -accession less firmly set than Johnson . effective May 1. .

Forrestal attended a Cabinet meeting on February 11 at which
Secretary of Commerce Charles Sawyer discussed the avail-
ability of pipe for the Saudi Arabian pipeline. Forrestal, reversing
a long-standing position, felt that from a military standpoint the
matter was no longer critical because of revisions in the esti-
mates of oil requirements. The figures, he noted, now indicated
“that we could, by the application of strict rationing in the
United States, fight a war for a considerable period of time

- without access to the Middle East” He instructed John Kenney,
Under Secretary of the Navy, so to inform Secretary Sawyer.*!

‘At lunch on February 15 Forrestal listened patiently while a
friend?? to whom he had already disclosed his determination to
Jeave office’ explained why the action should be deferred for

evidently did. On February 4, the same day that he paid his two-
hour visit to the Shoreham Building, Forrestal revived and urged
an idea that he bad first broached in December, the creation of
the post of Under Secretary of Defense. Now he wanted the job
established quickly. Telephoning Senator Tydings, chairman of
the Senate Armed Services Committee, Forrestal asked, “Millard,
how promptly do you think we ‘could, as an interim measure,
get through a bill for an Under Secretary? : . . Vinson has put
a bill in on the Undeér Secretary, or rather he is going to, and he
thinks it will go through the House very quickly.” - - :
Senator Tydings replied that he believed such a bill could pass -
quickly, but he warned that it might become jammed behind the
backlog of defense legislation that was piling up, especially in

]
4
w3

T

4
)
kX
3
B
B
i

:
3
9
A
B

the House. Forrestal promised to arrange a meeting with Tyd-
ings and Vinson at which the three of them could -assign prior-
ities to the various defense bills then pending before Congress.*®

Forrestal had talked with at least one of his assistants about
the possibility of bringing Johnson into the Military Establish-
ment as Under Secretary, if such a position was created, with
the further possibility that Johnson later might “fleet up,” as the
Navy would express it, to the Secretaryship. But Forrestal also
talked as late as mid-February of the possibility that, whenever

he left office, someane other than Johnson would -succeed him,

. though Johnson was regarded universally as the active candidate

for the job. Johnson himself has denied emphatically that he

sought the mw&dgmu&w.& Defense. E

" When an old friend and wartime associate?* called on Febru-
. .ary 9, Forrestal asked him abruptly, “Should 1 quit this job?”
© . When the friend expressed the hope that he would stay in public -
service, Forrestal replied almost irritably that he. hated it, every-
_thing about it, and ‘particularly ‘the publicity that went with it..
__He ended by disclosing that he had told the President that he imw.

about ninety days. Forrestal discussed some of his reasons for
wanting to resign but took occasion to remark that he felt the
President had always been very fair with him and that there was
nothing in their relations that he could criticize. This feeling of
fair treatment at the President’s hands continued, according to
most of Forrestal’s associates, throughout his life, although For-
restal did come to feel that he had lost the President’s confidence.
It was at about this time that Forrestal received the offer, or the
intimation of the offer, of one of the more important ambassador-
ships, but he declined.
Johnson, who had been a director of the company manufactur-
_ing B-36s, had asked Forrestal to make any decisions about that
airplane before leaving office, and Forrestal had promised to do
_so. On February 28 Forrestal apparently decided the one pending
question about the Air Force’s controversial intercontinental bom-
ber. The Air Force had been asking for money and authority to
“add auxiliary jet engines to the big bomber, and Forrestal finally
_authorized the modification. - . . o :
The following day, March 1, saw- the beginning of 2 swift

n Diary, 12 February 1949

 Transcript of conversation with Tydings, 4 u...ncﬂcwq 1949. St LT
. o _— : = Charles S. Thomas.

- ' »Charles S. Thomas.
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" [ climax in Forrestal's secretly discussed .nmmmmmm.mou. His calendar [ in the future you mmmmuum to-call upon me for service, I shall be

-at your command. . . .

P e e D

and the log kept by his orderly show that, after-a morning of -

only two appointments and few telephone o&_m. none after
10:30, Forrestal went to the White House. The entry on his cal-
endar reads; “12:30: the President (White House) off-the-rec-
ord.” He did not return to his office until 2:20. He then had
only four visitors, the last at 4:15, but he remained in his office
"alone until 6:35, when he went home. He left no record of any
of this day’s events, but at least one friend came to understand
later that the President at the midday meeting had asked Forres-
tal to send his letter of resignation over at once and that this re-

. quest had been a “shattering experience.” - :

Until this interview Forrestal evidently had felt that submis-
sion of his resignation letter was not an urgent matter. Now he
began to work on it at a fever pitch. During the evening he
phoned Marx Leva, one of his assistants, asking him to come to
the Forrestal home, but when Leva explained that he was not
free to do so, Forrestal asked to see him promptly in the morn-
ing. Through the night Forrestal twice called one of his closest
friends and advisers in New York, to discuss the draft of the

letter. The next morning at his office, as the letter went through

various revisions, Forrestal kept advancing its effective date until
he fixed it for March 31. Leva finally asked whether the Presi-
dent wanted him out of office by March 31, arguing that the tim-
ing was bad. Forrestal replied that the President wished him to
stay until June 1 but that he wanted to get out sooner. :
The letter was dispatched to the White House in the late

forenoon of March 2, some hours after it was expected. It be- ‘
. gan, “It has. been my privilege to have served our country for’

over eight and one half years. . . .” It cited the “substantial
progress” achieved under the National Security Act of 1947 and
the still greater progress to be expected under the proposed

changes in it. “These circumstances,” Forrestal continued, “enable -

me for the first time to-take into account those urgent “personal
considerations about which I have spoken to you and submit my

resignation in the hope that you may accept ‘it, -effective -on or

about March 81. . . . I am mindful of the wish that this will not
mark the end of our »mmoomwﬁoP and ammmun.mumn if at any time

¢

Vadon .

Sty T i

* The President replied that “your letter received this day con-
firms our many previous conversations and discussions. I am
therefore fully cognizant of the considerations which prompt
your desire to relinquish your duties as Secretary of Uw?cmm. At
my personal urging you have agreed to remain in Washington .msn
beyond the time when you had expressed a hope of leaving

government service. . . . For all that you have done in your

country’s behalf and for the service which you will continue to
give out of your abundant experience, 1 »mbmon you heartfelt as-
surance of my gratitude and appreciation.

Although both letters were dated March 2, they were not re-
Jeased until March 3 along with an announcement of Johnson's
appointment. - . x 4

On this interchange the diary ends. To Forrestal, it apparently
came with the force of a dismissal under fire. He had wished for
retirement. He had been half prepared to relinquish his post to
an ambitious claimant. He was not prepared for the events of
March 1, when he apparently was asked abruptly to maw& in a
resignation letter. The experience seems to have c:mm.azsom his
self-confidence and unduly exaggerated that sense of Ewmwas.wow
and failure from which, like most thoughtful, sensitive and high-
minded men, he was never wholly immune. Eo:mr. the bmm*
three and a half weeks he was to discharge the duties of his
office with his usual competence. But privately he vm.mg S.nmﬁww_
a state of emotional depression which for the first time raised in
his friends a sense of alarm. It was increasingly »m.uvwﬁmun that he
‘was cracking under internal stresses which imperatively demanded

relief and .attention.

v

.H Mr. .uo.rnmou was duly appointed and confirmed, and on March

98, -at a brief ceremony in the central court of the Pentagon
Building, Forrestal saw his successor sworm in as Secretary o.m
_Defense, The ex-Secretary drove to the White House to pay his

-fnal respects to the President. There, to his complete gnmw,
" he found that a second ceremony had been arranged. The Cabi-

I I BT m
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[ net, the military chiefs and -other high officers of government -
were waiting for him; in their presence the President himself
read a citation for “meritorious and distinguished service” and
pinned the Distinguished Service Medal on his civilian coat.
Forrestal could not find words to respond.

“It’s beyond me—beyond my—" he began. s :

“There you are,” said the President, “you deserve it, Jim.”

At a formal dinner honoring Johnson that evening, Forrestal's
impromptu and brief speech struck guests as particularly gra-
cious. The next morning, before taking off by plane for Florida,
Forrestal attended a special meeting of the House Armed Serv--
ices Committee, called to honor him—a rare occurrence in ‘Wash-
ington. Both Chairman Carl Vinson and Representative Dewey
Short, ranking minority member, eulogized him, and again For-
restal replied briefly and gracefully. o
. Directly after the meeting Forrestal left by air for Hobe Sound,
Florida, as a guest of Robert Lovett, his old friend and col-
league in so many crises of state. The effect, unfortunately,
was not-what had been hoped. With his final departure from of-
fice- Forrestal was precipitated into a depression so severe that
within a day or two psychiatric help seemed imperative. A Navy

B psychiatrist, Captain George N. Raines, arrived on the evening

, of March 31. but did not interview the patient, as he learned that

THE DIARIES END ' ' 5h5h

{ he was copying from it William Mackworth Praed’s translation of
Sophocles’ dark and solemn “Chorus from Ajax.”

Fair Salamis, the billows’ roar
Wanders around thee yet,
And sailors gaze upon thy shore
Firm in the Ocean set.
Thy son is in a foreign clime
Where lda feeds her countless flocks,
‘Far from thy dear, remembered rocks,
Worn by the waste of time—
Comfortless, nameless, hopeless save
In the dark prospect of the yawning grave. . . .

e e ivvind

AR
Y

A

}

Woe to the mother in her close of day,
Woe to her desolate heart and temples gray,
When she shall hear .
Her loved one’s story whispered in her ear!
“Woe, woe!” will be the cry—
No quiet murmur like the tremulous wail
Of the lone bird, the querulous nightingale—

E

P

P

The copying ceased on this word; the sheets were laid in the
back of the book and the book itself set down open at the page.

Ferdinand Eberstadt was due next day, bringing the eminent
specialist Dr. William C. Menninger. It was determined that
hospitalization was necessary. On April 2 Forrestal was flown
back to Washington and admitted that evening to the Naval
Hospital at Bethesda, Maryland.

It was three o’clock in the morning. Forrestal went into a small
diet kitchen on the same floor, which he had been encouraged to
use, and fell to his death from its unguarded window.

Thus a great and singularly selfless public career reached its
tragic end. A memorial bronze now stands at the Mall entrance

of the Pentagon; but the real memorial is within, in the teeming

By the end of April he was responding ‘well to treatment. He
offices of the vast establishment for defense, which owed so much

seemed his old self to numbers of his friends and .associates, in-

o <ot € e .
g ey S b
0 s i e A

cluding the President, who visited him. The moods of depression ; to his patient architecture, and beyond, across the river over

recurred, but with decreasing frequency and severity. By the % which the bronze turns its gaze, in the capital to which he con- ,

middle of May his physicians were looking forward ‘to his dis- § tributed the courage, insight and firmness of his counsel, in the , i
charge in another month or so, and as a pecessary part of the - "% great nation which he served to the limit of his high abilities and gl
treatment they risked a relaxation of the restraints that had been 7 with unswerving integrity of purpose. . &

. set around him. It was a tragic miscalculation. On the night of ¢ . o
3 - . May 21-22 he was reading late in his room on the sixteenth floor; % =1
Pw : - the book was Mark Van Doren’s Anthology of World Poetry, and m m“
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New York Times, July 16, 1947 PP, 1:2, 10:4

Headline: "Patterson Reported Quitting; Forrestal Due to Rule Arms"

Dateline: Washington, July 15th.

Content: Article speaks of new post of "Secretary of Natlonal Sec-
urlty"to be created, "...powerful new position which would give
him (Forrestal) control not only of the Armed Forces, but of all
the war making agencies and potentials of the country...."

"...It was said that other candidates besides Forrestal had
been recommended to President Truman for the top position in. the
unified defense establishment. Two of these were Dr. Vannevar
Bush, director of the Office of Scientific Research and Dewelopment...
and Rep., James Wadsworth of New York...."

New York Times, June 1, 1947 pp 35:1

Headiine: "0ld Cavalry Post now Anti-Aircraft. Project for the dev-
elopment of Guided Missiles Starts New Era at Fort Bliss"
Dateline: Ft, Bliss, Texas, May 31lst.
Content: Description of the new transformation of Ft, Bliss, which
" is located only 44 miles from White Sandm.
",..Fort Bliss itself houses the anti-aircraft and guided missile
branch of. the artlllery school headed by Brig. Cenl. Robert M, '
Wontague."
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Septenber 2¢, 19¢0 B T
- - e . o e ST
Honorable Janes \Forrestal ' T
Uncer Secreiary b’ the Favy
United States ¥avy Department - - . . - - . . e St
§ashingten, D. C,

Dear Mr, Forrestals

. BV -
_ I have fust returned to tie otfty,
end my secretory has odviaed me of the kind

fnvitation which you extended to me to Aove

Juncheon with you pesterdosys I do wish ¢
had been posstble for me to accept the in-

vitation, and will look forward €0 recefving
8 rain cheok.

Fith best wtehecr and kinc regards,
Einoerely,
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" I ‘ - o THE Vu'&bzR"secavérA;a‘Yﬁor THE NAVY ~ e ST
e e | WASTHNGTON - B A ML SRR

‘ 8 September 1941 ) o
o _Dear Mr. Hoover: L TR
Thank you very much indeed for
copy of the summary made by one of your o
representetives. It is very useful. _ ~ - L - s

Sincerely yonrs ’

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
'&Bhington, D.C.
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booklet cnttclcda:au TecAnfoal Dbeservations
tn the Detection of Sabotage” which me are
Rmaking svatlable o polfoe o/ tcials. ) ‘

Sinceraly yours,

Deommber 3, goa1 TS T

TR v R T ’WO’ u ““* “:*t““fi‘::“t“‘i, pihuidnte o
Honorable Jaoxes Yo Porrestal = 0 AT oo
Under=Secretary o/ the Navy

The Deportment of the Favy . . N o
¥oshington, De Ce e
Ry dear Mr. Forrestals = o T
X thought you might be Snterested o
‘$n the enclosed copy of ¢ confidenttal T



; chembar 12; 191.2 N
N ' o » . M_T?‘:.::f?,." i
Honorable James V. Forrestal
Undersecretary of the Navy - T e e e
Unitod States Navy Departme.nt ’
Waehin,gton, D, c. % —
e S ~.‘ Ca MR | ‘v"f/r/ 4= e T R = e o

Hy dcar uro Forreatalt |

1 an pleased to acknmledae ymn' latter ot B
- Novenber 5, 1942, enclosing a copy of a lotter ade T
o .. ~dressed to me by M, Auguste Richard advising that . .-
favorable action has baeen ‘taken on mv request. for E
prioritay assistances . - L g & ‘4»_,, ;.‘ R g_..’.-?";'.':f ;3:«,.";;"" ’
‘Your cooperation 15 1ndeed appreciat.od. I
am confident that ths rating issued will facilitate
tids Bureau's efforts in protsoting the 1nt.erna1 R
aecurity of cur Nation. ST L aran
"¥ith i remrda, | i s
g [
.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT

""" DATE December 9, 1

PRI
. e s . JRpp— \‘\'\T _4‘4 i N -: ) l . “ A
MEKORANDUE FOR THE DIRECTOR = .07 7" '™

“were Mexico and Argentina, He expressed grave doubts as to the sincerity of =~

N : - . - . NP C M s el et mE e 15t @ S o s
ubed fa. % gy = - B et TIPS LR - . o - e aemd

-

T On Dscember 7, 1943, while you u;/qré out of the city of ~ IR

Washington, I met Under Secretary James VZForrestal of the Navy.at<
his office, and he expressed great inferest in the Bureau's work in f¥n
fmericas L ' T G

The two countries in which Mr. Forrestal was grestly interested in -.......

Yexico's expressions of cooperation with the United States and based his con= . . _
clusions on the fact that the Msxicans had refused to permit American capital « .
to take over various businessss formerly beloiging to German nationals in Mexico.

Mr. Forrestal stated his banking friends had told bim these various corporations .
are now baing held by Mexican "dumies® who at the conclusion of the war would poe T
return the properties to the Germansy . . . ...... e T e e

With respect to Argentina, Mr. Forrestal inquired as to whether the
goverment of Argentina was as hostile to the United States as the American
press stated, and 80, whet did the Argentine governmeni expect to gain by
such an attitude? } To"these questions, the writer answered that the American
Ambassador, Normaq}{l\’monr, bad told me that he was completely disgusted with
the present Argentine govermmsnt which would do anything if it could publicly

- enbarrass the United States of America, I added it was common gossip in

Argentina that the present govermment hoped to remain neutral until the end of

the war as it believed after the war the United States of America would completely
forget the Argentine's failure to break relations with the Axis; whereas, if it .
would break relations with the aAxis, Germany and Japan would never forget it,

¥r. Forrestal inquired as to whether the Argentine thought the Axis was going .

to win the war. I advised him that there were no indications that there was such

a feeling in Argentina, . '

\

In addition"to these two countries, Mr. Forrestal-inquired €5 to"
whether the Nelson/Rockefeller organization was as inefficient as it was painted
by Senator Butler,!to which question I made no answer pther than to say I was
in no position to pass judgment on the Rockefellar C'mn%ittae; .

i /
Mr, ?pp{stal inquired as to the popularity in Latin America of Vice ‘
President Henry/Wallace. I told him that in the course of ny. trip there were

~ nc indications ‘4s to whether Wallace was popular or unpopular. Kre Forrestal

\




Memorandum for the Director

inquired as to whether I had heard Wallace's "performance™ in Peru (meaning . .~ .°

Wallace's attempt to sound out public opinion acting incognito, which greatly =~ =~

. enraged officialdom in Peru)s I answered Mr. Forrestal that I had heard of this _ o

E incident while in Peru. Nr, Forrestal then stated that he had understood that i
, Mlo Perkins! organization had made & great mess of their job in latin America; ..~

to which I stated there wure several instances where members of the Board of -

Economic Warfare were attempting to act as %amateur detectives" and that I vmne

several instances I heard there were entirely too many members of that organization

4n South Americae ... ... . . - .

T v s w6 e st he sVt emane e mmam L % hee o e e s e

PP Y

Mr, Forrestal inquired as to the cocperation throughout Latin America
between representatives of the United States Navy and the Bureau's representatives.
I to0ld him that generally spealdng representatives of these two goverrment agencies
got along extremely well with each other, I cited the instance in Argentina where
the Bureau's Legal Attache and the United States Naval Attache, acting in concert, - _
were able to bring about the seizure of contraband platinum and the arrest of the
smggler off the coast of Gibraltar, Mr, Forrestel then inquired as to how ths
Navy was doing their job generally throughout Latin America; to which I again
answered I had heard no adverse criticism. S CL e
Tims and again during this talk with Mr, Forrestal he expressed - « -~ . -.
admiration of the Bureau's ability to adjust itself in foreign fields and to- - -
bring about the results which it bas, In addition, he stated he was glad the
Bureau was more and moro taking over the complete domestic intelligence field
and that the Havy was withdrawing and cutting down on {ts personnel in ONT.
Ee added that the writer should get quite a "kick out of this" inasmuch as ths
vriter had recommended in the fall of 1940 to Mr, Forrestal and Secretary Knox
that ONI's domestic intelligence field should never be developed any further
than & small skeleton organization, o )

During the course of this conference kr. Forrestal eiihibited to the
writer a letter dated October 1L, 1943, - S

T

Lk
L
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Memorandum for the Directer ... ~ .. . -~ . - LTI * i d

B I mention this %0 you in this memorandum in the event you shouwld rnn”*
- into Mr. Forrestal here in Washington, The letter itself will be forwarded to =

the Investigative Division with the request for an appropriate investigation

- .

-or the bribery statutes of the United States Code.

. M ASLL eda eiein

In conclusion, Mr, Forrestal advised me that in the event any matters
of a procurement or investigative nature should come up of interest to the
Bureau where he, as Under Secretary of the Kavy, could be of assistance, the ... .. ..
Burean should not hesitate to call upon him to help, ' : -

o el i L . o RBSPBCtm-Hz_ PR o e ————— T S
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- dnasmuch as there exists a possible violation either of the war fraud statutes ... _.
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§/ Dear Jim, _
3 | I have had the talk on the vorld - ¢ i
\Qk : vide intelligence matter, which you _!d'“‘ ‘&;JL.T lq-

suggested, with FBI. qsdmét;me vhen we
are together I should like to discuss
. the matter thoroughly with you as I
now have some specific and def inlte
ideas which I feel vou should pursue.
Hoping you had a grand trip, and

with best wishes,

;:<;C><; Sincerely yours,

\S\'yﬁgfﬁ-;jjy ,
) The Honorable
James V. Forrestal

Under Secretary
. of the Navy

R . = e — —rr - . Ao v & e
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' Do youthmk ¢ the three of ns”s'.ix-ou" 13" e »
lunch, or shall I explore it first . 7 oo
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Dear Jim: . .

!
-
e

Your ncte of February 19th fn = -

reference to world wide fntelligence has iy

. : deen foruworded to me here. I ezpect to
7 be back In Washington within the mest T T eTT

3 veek or two and in the meantinme I will

leave entirely up to your best judgnea S
the procedure to be followed In this matiere ~ "7 °
I do think there {8 definite merit In your
suggestions aond the goosner soxeihing is done ... .
along thecs lineg the betier I btelieve it T
will de for the {nicrests of ithe United States.

: Best regards and good mt'abea, S

. ~ Sincerely, - ' ' - ;.T;- '

RPN . L
Joes .- .
: 5 ; r: e

<. P . .
* L T s -

lloriorable Jores Ve Forrestal *
Under Secreiary of the Xavy :
Hoshington, De Ce _ L
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REanoredls James P.‘-’mm co oo I

. Urdzr Secreicry of the Kavy T

S - Hgvy Department = - e
Eash:.nztm,:).t. ‘_ I

E mr Ju’ . .:_ . - ' - "‘." "‘ -- BN ‘-’-4- -" T ::”j‘“"‘ comn ey e .;.._____,._ e s

2 ke A Sl G S Sheaie b Dk
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is of po-aibla interest to m, there is athcbod

for your siricily conficeztial infermtion & wmomorsndum rew .
lating to the origin and history of this Buruu's Spoc’ml
Int-el.igcmce Se*vim in Isiin inerics. - . _
. . T*.& info*mﬁon in thie tmrandm Le e15o dindicae
tive of the acoomplielmsnts of the Federasl Bureau of Invep=
tigat.ion ir bebtern Bamispmm intelligence opautiom.
| g best rie.’zee #nd ¥ind -c,c.r-, o .
' ‘ -.inae:'elar yours,

s

“-?-.’ sv&:_ar h.)f}&:(-;_-:
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Eonorcble Jomes 7. Forreatai

The Under Secretary of the Ebvy ..i'““f"éff

Fasn:ngton, De Co

Dear ¥r. Forreatcl: *M“r*Lf?i?i*}fﬁiif*;¥?¥%f'"’

I zanted to drop you thte pereanal
VR ‘note to express the sorrouw of myself and my

agesociates on the posa;ag qf the Secretary.::;'

S ' Fe of the Federal Bureau qf
. JInvestigation: reraraed 4in a8 ¢ true'friend
and will miss hzn in the days chead. LMore
- tmportant than that, o nation kas lost one.
of {ts truly great citizens, and I did want
. %o extend to you ond his associates in the
“Kavy our‘heartfelt synpothy in thts‘hour.

£y Fith e'presaxona of ny htghest
esteem and cdmtrction, '

Stncerely,_ 2;
&-{_ E&"' &.ov TS
b—-—-——-—— .
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L e THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE NAVY - i- ' -
L . , . WASHINGTON' - :
e . J O © mmra e ame . . .t 14 uay 1944“-.,_,0.,‘.;_“;.,.: e L ‘ T e imate el b e e~

Dear Edgar: . o T S

B Y, [ - - . i R i e S LS S

One of the most satisfactory letters
I have had came fronm you. 4s you know, we
- elther get over-praised or over-castigated TTee— _
in goveranent servics, and I doubt shether a T T
‘ o _ I rate ell the pleesant things, including . . e e
- : yours, that have been sald about me. They ... . __
have this effect, however: 4t determines

Be to do the ntmost I can to live up to.
them.

I hope thet between us we may de
adle to carry out e-me of the thinge yeu
end I have talked about.

5

Sincerely yours,

.J gsOForrestal K

Hon. John Edgar Hoover,
Director, Federal B\u'ea.u of Investigation,
Vashington D, C.
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- ‘i'ha Secretary of the Bawy e T oo
mahimton, e Co . S R

wdw Y, Secrotsry: T . o
As a mtt.er of 1nter~ast
' hcrf-\':itb & two volums work sty .

which has bean prmared by z&m :

1 ’

R ISP {




CEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY -~ i ooocin . . o

t L A OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY ...
s : WASHINGTON

e e o e e T August A9%4 Tk e s e e SUSI

- [N -t fe e e v B N
v

-

] Dear Mr. Hoover: ]
= ‘ . .._. - - eea W
M Your letter inviting Secretary Forrestal to address” =~~~ T

the comnencement exercises of the F.B.I. Netional Academy oﬁ et

. October 28th has been received during his &bsence from the i o
city. Your letter will be called to his ettention upon his
return. - - - - T T

_ | In the meantime, I know that the Secretary is committed —. ... .. .
to be in Chicago for Navy Day, October 27th, and he has ten- -
tative plans to remzin in Chicago on October 28th. I suggest,
therefore, that you not count on him to be your speaker at this
particular graduation.
If I can be of any further assistance to you during
the Secretary's absence, please call on me. +
Sincerely yours,
Fugene S. Duffield ' )
Specizl Assistant to the Secretary
Mr. John Edgar Hoover
. Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Depertment of Justice
Viashington, D. C. . -
7
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€% Honorzble James V. Forrestal . . P,

e €8 Sccretary of the Eavy TN T Torw T s dmegmenets
%ashingtan, D. C. R ‘ ‘

!rwu"*emw Desr Jtms - - B

ca T : As of possible 1nterest to you, there is transmittod ._.. o
- berewith a copy of a monograph prepared concerning Cuatemalae =~

The information contained therein has been compiled
from data based on reports received from confidential and re=
liable sources. . :

.s;néerely, :A LTS e
3\ .:g.;" mﬁ)- 1 .
{.‘;.
¢




. A Lo
e "'HE cECRETARY "F THE NAVY . o ¥
T T i WASHINGTON '
____.i:.; [ - . - - - - cmer e i 6 e e e e D - *-.j....-.‘.“_:i ‘_ - - 4 - - —~
- November 16 194.4 R s
mal‘ Edgax': - - - . - - i".._',y-. 4--...7-..4-‘.“,...;...:.'....
Th&.nk you for sendinv me the October
“ survey. I appreciate having it. T R
‘ Sincéfgly yours, | ‘»
Jame s@orre stal
Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation ‘ )
Depertment of Justice
~ Vashington, D. C.
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Honorable .James V, Forrestal . ... - ST T T
‘Secretary-of the Navy . T '
Eash'i'nm.;.c..;. o 7 N L .- .
Dear Jim' e lesr _;_ : .".- '." A T ) ' ) o

I thought you vould be intoreated in being advised ot
recent political developaents &n the Island of sartinique, . - C
particularly in view of its proxinity to the United States, e B
floctions on that Island in June, 1945, disclosod a pronounced .. . ... ..
lofiward ¢rends In Fort de france, the capital of Martinique, R
- twen oi'l-uine Cozmunists were elected to a thirty-twman city
counc . "

: In 80 far as tho entire 1sland {s concemad, the :

Soclalist rarty carried eleven commnes, the F\adical-Socialiat.s

carried seven cor.:nnes, while the Coxmunist party carried three
comxines, ) . .

-

The fsland ia headed by a rrench-appointed govemor
“but its administ.ration and elec tion laws are the sane as thcse
in "rnnco. . . .

- 'I‘he populat.ion of ).zart.inique is 250,000 of whoa S
9,000 are white, . - Ce e

practically all of ‘the land on the island 13 omad I

by 41 fteen !rench fanilies and is devoted to sugar plantauons, h A
" which are aubaidized by the irench Govemment.. ("Daily Wor}cer," Juiie 30 ,

Sincerely youre, -
&, Wesr Basrad




M THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

e

. September 11, 1945 = - .- .o

WASHINGTON "~

Dear Edgar: -
I am sorry thet a previous engagement
prevents me from accepting kir. Skouras' invita— ........
tion for September 17. R
) - Sincerely yours, . . .. .

PeS. I want to gee you soon.
It's too long since we've
talked,

Bon. John Edgar Hoover

Jam 8 orrestal ’

Director, Federal Bureau of Inves%gation
United States Department of Justype . . L

Washington, D. C.

&
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. . . .
HE SECRETARY OF , THE NA\ ) .
LT T ©  WASHINGTON T o
f June 18,1945 _ :
i . e e em - PR . - - - - - —~—— - —_ - H
Deer Edgar: C :‘-,7,
- g .:.:r ':'—:’ = S B
P Thenk you for the report on the
o oo Communist Political Association. . I appreciste e et
0 having it. oo
Sincerely yours,

: , ,
Jamesxfarrestal

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director -
Federzl Bureezu of Investigation
United Stztes Department of Justice
Fashington, D.C.
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L - ' SECRETARY OF THE NAVY f;f'-ﬂ':.".'i" T

. . WASHINGTON
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AgNOV I8
- Mr. J. Edger Hoover, Director, - ) _

Federel Bureeu of Investigation, ™~ ' . e
U. S. Denartment of Justice, e,

Pl

- . VWashington, p. ¢. =,

*"  Dear Edger:
et L
¥y thenks for your letter of 19 October - .. ... . ...
end the ettached memorendum regarding : :

This subject"is o vitel interest to me
and I shell be grateful for your prompt edvice es
to eny further significent development in the
investigation.

Sincerely yours, -

"~
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Honorgble James Forrestal =~ 7 T 7T T meosseeoe
Secretory of the Navy
Fashington, De Ca . o S “~

Degr Jim: S S e
| I have your communicoi ton of Hbrch 20, 1946,

concerning the status of the Red Cross drive in the 7
Federal Bureau of Investigation,

Although present figures tndicate only a anall AR
percentage of subscriptions at this point, we are cone-
tinuing o oonciemirated drive and I am sure that subsequent
reports will reflect our efforts,

' T am entirely tn sympathy with the aims and -
goala of the Red Cross and every effort will de made to
reach the Quota for this Bureagu.

TYith kind regarda,

Sincerely yours,

ALt 0 ad3lY

Toal! d. Eczu. fuover
I & R

Langs - - - John Edgar Hoover
_ , w, Direcior
i HAO0 i 123
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#////’ WASHINGTCN DC MAR 19 1946 - -
" J EDGAR HNOVER, DIRECTOR . - - .

/O FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DEPT OF JUSTICE. ... e e
2 .

ED CROSS CAMPAIGN PERIOD MORE THAN HALF GONE STOP LATEST . L

o~ .

TA'RULATIONS SHOW YOUR DEPARTMENT STANDS AT 7 PERCENT WlTH e
. w ot s et fm e 4ee

€36 D")LLARS RAIQET)_ACAINST QUOTA OF g, 973 DOLLARS WITH

54 CON TRIBUTIONS FROM 3 849 TOTAL PERSONNEL STOP KINDLY

SPEED SOLICITATION AND REPORTS STOP WILL GREATLY APPRECIATE

YOUR PERSOMAL ATTENTION

JAMES FORRESTAL SECRETARY OF THE WA’S?EDHAIEEV = I
GOVERNMENT UNIT .

7 636 8,973 54 3 849,




b o Hn

o

[T A

o e

A seiee e s e e

~THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
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Dear Xdgar: ..

5 Apri) 2946

Since your letter of 21 March,”

I noticed that the Foderal Bureau of Investi-

€ation heg been doing an éxcellent Jodb 4n 4tg

( Red Cross Drivs, |

Hon, J, Edgar Hoover

Sincerely Jours,

:am}?mesm

Federal Bureau of Inveé'gfaﬁon

U. §. Department of
Yaahington 25, D c
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‘Thanks for your note, I have had

" one hundred per’ cent cooperation, both professionally oo

and pereonal]g, from you einoe T have been down _ _
here. I have always valued 1t and w1l try to SRR R
JuBtify it in the future. I I DS

Sincerely yours,

»av' \/Lk.‘-fﬁ =y M

Janesq?orreetal

John Edgar Hoover, Esq.

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice

* Washington, D. C.
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VI A-loos. October 7

OIE . Pravdsa October 4, Thilosophical, Adrionitions to
: ~ - APBAsIonT KInzs," by B. A zakov and V*.‘%“uhov, attackusg -
Forrestal for soecech Gy \ orf~Astort\ . artlcle Plu_C"ICS s
. ) : . Ferrestal's references to rar:ist D‘LIOSOJFJ and stasss .. ...
o in part: : -

"ihat was the point of 211 Lhesc reflocb-ou. of
Forrestal? Thoy had a sinzlo aliz:  to siow thal tue ?
forein poltcv of reactionary US circles .is a0t :
conditiomed b °y tue Interests of American cnnital- '
etlc rionopolies and that Amcericen 3h91305$ﬂ“n are
anscls of peace with nranches of palat dn thoeir
hands. It would be enov-h for Forrcstal to coasult
his collcagnes in the Anoeriean Cavinect--the bankers
lierrinan (Secretary of Co:x rierce) and Snyder (Secrciary
of "roasur4)~-.o estoblish the direct 1ink botween
ths inferests of Arc:ican icnopolics aad the forern
policy of the . oL o i

' Ioreovoz, he ML 5.3 214y Sho ca rds: e hinseif
is counted in any -annt: of rchECﬂQDEﬁ lcadiar rcnro=
sentatlve of I all Strcet.. loere ip Wall Sireet he kss
Spent riany yearseees! :

1
"Tac firm 1inks between the vanlring heu Dausezﬂol’hpﬁ.

ficed and Co.' whose star was cr'rest.;t}l7 g

capital is a sccret to no one Dacl: 9&98 ad7bu-r

American loans were bein- extended to Gemsany tnrouvh

thls ovank. Particulzarly close links the bank estav-
lished with the Germian concemn t1.G., -arbcniﬁdwstr et
whicev playea such an importaqu part In the nrcpa
tlons and outbrezik of the Secoad “orld ““h‘tal
too was 1in closc connection with Ihis’ coqce"r Accoria-
inr to a 'hanual of Industrislst rcference boo\, in
1941-42 he was a joint dlircctor of the [lr: 'jenenal
Anllince and 1 Corjorationt--the aiericaa Voranch of
i 'I.0..Tarbenindustrie.’ ‘ .
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Secrctary of Nattonal Defense #orrestal telephoned me™ - .
tn regards to the mectirpg which i1l e held in his offtce gt - ..
10:004L tomorror. Ke etated that Re hod nothing perticwlcr tn
ninc, but he wanted to gatn the {npresatons from those who are ...
T0 aitend on g nurber of peneral aspacts of the fnt-rnal and . ..
e>ternal seourfty sftuations, - Seorctary Forrestal satd that - . -

‘ pl - S
f‘;; grzf:?aﬁé'%ﬁofe’sgf&foﬁpagbgcgt‘%tc‘oox?n &'r:‘b‘ﬁffat?f& O;fra("ﬁ’éf&r&?.j.’.
‘Je stated that 1/ $t doesn't enbarraee me Ae vould 1txe to hove
B¢ 81t ir .on these mectings, T told him that I would bde kappy
2o dg 90 and that I would b¢ ot hts offtce ot ten toRorrow
rom ng. D e, i e L T - N

e

) T L ery truly yeurs, . -
: - e & -

S R M EREAN <. Jehn Edgar Hoover - T
CTa o Pbrector .. o o

8

ATy TN I




. ': T o SECRETARY OF ur.FENSE ”‘«_m—i'—f'if T
= o ' . 2 WASHINGTON - B SITTIITILL T
1 o oo January 21 1948 vedvaud " ST
Dear Edgar: o i < o L
e ) : I wish it were possible for me to T
’ accept your invitation to address the graduat-"‘ -
) ing class of the Thirty-seventh Session of the  _ .
FBI National Academy on Friday, March 26th -- . ‘
but it!'s the o0ld problem of whether to vork or T
talk. I find it Gifficult to do both. : -
Best regards. . ... .. . 1 __ “
Sincerely, ) |
James Forrﬁ’a_f«&
Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director _
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.
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Dear Rdgar; -

Thank you for your letter of 29 January 1848 . ... ;... . ...
wraee e - enclosing a photostatic copy of a Co st Party|
leaflet covering its arguments egainst niversal - .. -

L Military Treining program. Thig document is -
- certainly a most interesting and revealing one and
I appreciate the fact that you sent me a copy.

Sincerely yours, - - e iy e e

‘3.\“,
Jamee-Forrestal

Honorabdble J, Edgar Hoover

Director, Federal Buresu of Investigation
Department of Justice '
Washington 25, D. ¢,
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e s e o Dear Ed.gar:— L S ;... TR BN

e B s . i St e R bk b a s

Thank you for your further letter of ‘6 February)

1948 with respect to activities of the'National Youth TV C

Assembly Against Universal Military Trainiig:  This )

Gubstantially contributes to' the interesting file of -

TR e materials on this general subject which you have :-/ e e 1
kindly been furnishing me. oL :
. Sincerely yours,
LT - .~~."_'.'-“:A‘ ‘ (e ‘ L e wl " -
Jam s{Forrestal e E
’ : AR .
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" DaTE: June 9, 1948

FROM C T e e

L 2 ' o

SUBJECT: '~ _CLQ_l{}..QLSSION ON ORGANIZATION
OF THE LXSCUTIVE 3RANCH OF _ ..

THE GOVERNMZNT e

-

P S NP e S W}

You will recall that some weeks ago you suggested
that compleie memoranda be prepared on the twelve-member commiTsioa
appointed pursuant to a bill of July 7, 1947, to make studies ___ . .
which will help Congress promote efficiency in the Erecutive

‘Branch of the Federal Government. . This Commission reportecly will

sit until April, 1949, -and is under the leadership of the Honorable _
Herbert Hoover. Among its purposes are defining and limiting function
abolishing unnecessary seruvices, eliminating duplication, cutting ... .
down expenditures, etce. : :

' Attached are sumnory memoranda on the following which =~
are l1isted in alphabetfeal order: S - S e

- (5) —James¥Forrestal | (Secretary of Defense)

A pérusal qf“these memoranda will reveal that none of the

individuals have indicated any basic hostility toward the F3I. In
SJoct, ithe vast majority of them have indicated a very Jriendly
attitude toward the Bureau.

14
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

21 August 1947

Dear Bob:

I am enclosing copy of a letter I
have just sent to D1 Gates.

¢

. Due to the fact that you have just
escaped, I don't propose to tap you immediately,

We propose to make Hargrave the head
of the new Munitions Board (although he has
just been "stimulated" by a Justice Department
indictment), Vannevar Bush head of Research,
if he will take it, Arthur Hill head of the
Resources Board, (we trled to get 0. E. Hunt,
Hutchinson of Chrysler, and several others,
without success). Sidney Souers will be the
secretary of the 3Security Council. '

These appointments will be announced
next week, so please keep this 1in confidence
- until that time, ~ :

I saw Bernle today, with Lovett and
John Snyder, He made a lot of sense, as usual,
When we have perfected our plans for the new
set-up we will make a presentation to him, in
which I will be very glad to have you if you
are able to come down,

-

Regards -- send my best to Margaret.

Sincerely yours,

J zes Forrestal

Hon. Robert P, Patterson
Garrison, New York '

REPRODUCED FROW COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISTIO!N, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
'WASHINGTON

17 September 1947

At

The President changed his plans
about the time of my swearing in as ‘
Secretary of Defense. It occurred today.
at noon and there was no opportunity to
get word to you in sufficient time to get
here.

I am sorry but maybe we can have
an appropriate ceremony when I get out of
here.

Sincerely yours,

Y

James Forrestal
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON
17 September 1947

DL&,\ NG,

Most ceremonies which deal with the
swvearing in of new officials to public
office always seemed to me to bore both
the participant and the spectators. How-
ever, ldeas differ about such matters.

My own induction will probably occur
next Monday at 11 o'clock in the President's
office at the White House, and I am inform-
ing a few people so they may be present 1if

they choose. You are one.
Sincerely yours,

James Forrestal
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,THE ECRETARY OF DEFENSE - BN
' WASHINGTON

6 Kovember 1937

Dear Edgars -
Vhen you get back will you please give
me & ring about the checking of CIA peraonnel?
.It vas not Quite clear at our laqt meeting
vhether you vould be-villing;to‘éontinue to
- do the éhecking. I #ery'much‘hope you will
and that you von't pull the rug out vithqﬁt'

.

giving us a chance to argue.

Sincerely yours,
* A |

e .

Jamegigprrestal
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“THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE |
| | . WASHINGTON B |

5 Pebruary 1948

Dear Edgar;

Thank you for your letter of 28 January 1948
encloging a photostatic copy of a Co t Party;
Jleaflet covering its arguments against niveraal
Military Trefuing program. This document is '
certainly a most interesting enc revealing one and
I appreciate the faot that you sent me a ooDYy.

~Bincerely yours,
‘2‘ - ‘
Jemse-Forrestal
Honorable J, Edgar Hoover '
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.
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"9 February 1948 -

: Dear‘ Ed.gara _

‘Thank you for your further letter of 6 February
1948 with respect to activities of the National Youth
Assenbly Against Universal Militery ’l'raining.' This
‘§ubstentially contnbutes to the interesting file o/

materials on this general sub;ject which you have
kindly been I‘umishing mo. :

Sino_erely‘ yours, .

: _ c‘Tm.nesl¥F\orre stal’




: THE SECRETARYDF THE NAVY
' WASHINGTON ‘

september_ll,'1945

Dear Edgar:

: I am sorry thet a previous eﬁgagehent
prevents me from accepting Mr. Skouras! invita-‘ '_
tion for September 17.

Sincerely yours,

PeSe I want to see you aoon. 2/
It's too long . atnce we ve - Jam orrestal
talked. . - S

Hon John Edgar Hoover

Director, Federal Bureau of Inves'%gation
United States Department of Justape :
Washington, D. C. ’ 4

w—‘“’t b ;W] e
wenTekleed o



‘James TForrestal -
" Washington, D. C.

April 7, 1949

‘My dear Mr. Hoover: o )
In the absence of Mr. Forrestal '
- this will acknowledge receipt of your note _

to him of March BOth It will be shown to
him at the first opportunity, |

‘Sincerely yours,

Maria Rotondo -
Secretary

Hon, J. Edgar Hoover

Director

- Federal Bureau of Investigation
United States Department of Justice
Washiréton 25, D.



?‘fFlRST SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ’ 817

At this buffet luncheon Forrestal had called together all of the -
key figures-in the new National Military Establishment. T(:-
gether they. formed a kind of dramatis personae of Forrestal’s
. administration, and as such it is worth listing them. Those who
attended were: the .three Service Secretaries—Royall of the
‘» Army, Sullivan of the Navy, Symington of the Air Force; the
three military chiefs—Eisenhower, Nimitz and Spaatz and the
.+ head of their joint staff, Gruenther; the heads of four of the new
national Military Establishment boards—Arthur M.. Hill of the
National Security Resources Board, Thomas ]. Hargrave of the
Munitions Board, Vannevar-Bush of the Joint Research and De-
velopment Board, and Admiral Sidney W. Souers, executive sec-
\%:: retary: of the National Security Council; the President’s special
4, counsel, Clifford; the chief of the Central Intelligence Agency,
33i; Rear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter; and Forrestal's own three
: assistants, Wilfred J. McNeil, Marx Leva and John H. Ohly.

. A number of them were present at a meeting a few days later
i devoted to further discussion of the role of the National Security
4 Council.* S L

September 1947 Meeting with War and Security Councils

i Meeting in my office today, following present: Royall, Syni-
ington and Sullivan, Eisenhower, Nimitz, Spaatz, Sogers. Gruer}-
{Blther and Leva. o '

376 1 said the purpose of the meeting was a preliminary discus-
sion of procedures in the War Council [composed of the four
Defense | Secretaries and the three Chiefs of Staff] and in’ the
¥Security- Council, what category of subjects the Wari.Councnl
Mshould discuss and what form they should be transmitted to
{the Security Council. The question arose as to whether the Se-
curity ;Council should make positive recommendations as to
#matters of policy and to whom. they should make them. Secre-
t]a.ry;.;Royall stated that the council should make such recom-
mendations. :I .expressed the view that we would have. to'be
most';carcfulato avoid (a) the appearance of either duplicating
f;()t,repl

316 3 ' .t wrHe Forrestal pIARIES')

¥

-onsequent necessity of drafting.pcople from the military to:g
ill ”Z‘ the gap. Continuance of this practice he regarded as not:
in the interests of the Military Establishment, which in due
course would comie to be attacked as exercising too powerful,
an influence upon our foreign policies. The actual facts of the’

matter, he said, were contrary to public impression—it was,

not realize the conscquences of aggressive action. He cited for;
an example the incident of last September when Yugoslavs shot
down American fliers. Acheson was all for an immediate and
aggressive use of American Air fighter power over Yugoslavi
Norstad at that time had to point out to him that such a dem;
onstration would incvitably mean war and we would be expos:
ing relatively green and untrained pilots to a supcrior and com-z
petent encmy. I said this was an example of what I believed:
the Security Council should be for: To make a careful exami:
nation of situations and incidents and to avoid “stumbling into¥
war.” The opposite, I said, was the Panay incident [in 19373
when Japanese airplanes sank the U. S. S. Panay, a river gunf O
boat, in the Yangtze], where we should have scen to it that we i
went to war—if we had it would probably have avoided World}g

War II. :

[ Again, ata buffet luncheon the next day for the heads of lh
new organization, Forrestal realized that the National Security:%
Council might bring friction. ,

Tk

17 September 1947 : . ‘Meeting at 1.00 P. M

It is apparent that there is going to be a difference between
the Budget, some of the White House staff and ourselves'o
the National Security Council—its functions, its relationship't3
the President and myself. I regard it as an integral part of; thek
national defense setup and believe it was so intended by''thei
Congress. As I have said earlier I regard it also not as a’ plac
to make policies but certainly as a place to identify for the}
President those things upon which policy needs to be made;

3 cing.the functions of the Cabinet, and (b) giving the
¥ public,the. impression that our foreign policy was completely
‘dominated by a military point of view: _
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FORRESTAL'S
FALL: DID HE

JUMP, OR WAS HE

PUSHED?

© By Dennis Stacy,
Editor of MUFON UFO

JOURNAL, U.S.A.

We hear daily of strange and unexplained happenings,
and not the least of these was the case of James V.
Forrestal 44 years ago.

Forrestal, as the older readers of FSR will
recall, had been the U.S. Secretary for the Navy under
President Harry Truman, and then, in July 1947 (the
very same month in which the famous UFO crash at
Corona, near the highly important Rosweil Air Force
Base, allegedly occurred)he became the Secretary for
Defence when the new unified command of the Armed
Forcescamein. He held this position until March 1949,
when he seems to have suffered some sort of emotional
or mental breakdown. He was taken to the Bethesda
Naval Hospital, and we are given to understand that he
committed suicide there in May 1949 by leaping from a

window.

If we are to believe the copious evidence now
available, it seems that on September 18, 1947 (less
than three months after Kenneth Arnold’s famous
sighting of “nine flying discs” over the Cascade Moun-
tains in the north-western State of Oregon) President
Truman had affixed his signature to atop-secretdocu-
ment listing twelve very high-ranking individuals who
were henceforth to be the members of an exclusive
panel, “Majestic 12’, or “MJ-12",whose taskitwould be
to investigate the UFO problem and report on it to the
President. It appears to be widely believed and ac-
cepted that James Forrestal was No. 3 on that List of
Twelve.

Our warmest thanks to MUFON JOURNAL's
Editor Dennis Stacy for kindly sending us this extraor-
dinarily interesting article which — so far as we know
— has not been published elsewhere. EDITOR.

he third name listed as a member of the

supersecret MJ-12 group (according to

the controversial “Majic” papers) is that
of one James V. Forrestal, President Harry
Truman’s (and the nation's) first Secretary of
Defence.  His is the only name with an asterisk
beside it, as follows: “The death of Secretary
Forrestal on 22 May, 1949, created a vacancy which
remained unfulfilled untl 01 August, 1950, upon
which date Gen. Walter B. Smith was designated as
permanent replacement.”

[t is well known that Forrestal committed
suicide byleaping from the 16th floorof the Bethesda
Naval Hospital, where he had been under observa-
tion and treatment for physical and psychological
exhaustion for the better part of the previous two
months, following his reluctant resignation as Sec-
retary of Defence a month earlier.  Forrestal had
taken to looking into closets and under his bed,
convinced he was being followed and bugged by
the FBI and/or other governmental agencies. He
told at least one close confidant “They're out to get
me,” and another that “Something awful is about to
happen to me.” “They” were variously described as
“Communists... Jews or Zionist agents.”

Forrestal's opposition to the creation of a
separate state in Palestine (now modern day Isracl)
was adamant and unyielding, as were his warnings
about and suspicions of, post-WWII Soviet inten-
tions. AsSecretary of the Navy (from 1944 10 1947),
Forrestal had overseen the creation of the largest
naval force ever to sail the seven seas. Those ships
ran on oil (as did all of America’s major military
machinery), and Forrestal did not want to offend
the Arab suppliers of same by supporting the forma-
tion of a Jewish state in their midst.

Ironically, “the godfather of the national
security state” that America became in the wake of’
the war was also vigorously opposed to the unifica-
tion of the armed forces under the National Secu-
rity Actof 1947 which resulted in the creation of the
position of Secretary of Defence.  Among other
structural reorganizations of government, Forrestal
feared that his beloved navy might be threatened,
and so he lobbied long and hard to water down the
new Secretary’s powers. Elevated to the position by
Truman afier the Act’s passage. Forrestal found out
Just how successful (and wrong-headed, in this
case) he had been. The constant struggle to
mediate interservice rivalries and squabbling no
doubt contributed greatly to the psvehic strain of



-

the Secretary’s final vears.

Forrestal was beset by other demons as well.
According to Clark Clifford’s autobiography, An-
nals of Government, "his personal life was unhappy”
as “his wife Josephine, a beautdiful. difficult and
troubled woman, was drinking heavily.™ Moreover,
“Forrestal had left the Catholic Church, and was
deeply guilt-ridden.”

And of course if Forrestal really was MJ-3, he
had another burden to bear, presumably'as the first
man who “knew too much about flying saucers.”
The Roswell Crash, assuming that incident un-
folded as pictured, happened barely twelve weeks
before Forrestal took over as the country’s first
Secretary of Defence. Couldknowledge of Roswell
have been the final straw that pushed Forrestal over
the edge? Or was he pushed by his superiors?
Clifford, a longtime Washington power-broker and
personal savant to several presidential administra-
tions (now under a cloud of scandal for his role in
the international B.C.C.L banking debacle), notes
that Forrestal was confined to Bethesda Naval
Hospital for fear that “he might blurt out national-
security secrets to the wrong people.”

So Forrestal jumped or was pushed. Accord-
ing to Stanton Friedman, much material about

Forrestal's final days remains classified and out of

rcach of the Freedom of Information Act. But
some new material has recently come to light,
which forms the basis for this article. Itincluded a
three-part excerpt from Clifford’s memoirs, which
appearedin The New Yorker (Apriland May of 1991),
and a recent biography of Forrestal just published
in the U.S.. Driven Patriot: The Life and Times of James
Forestal. by Townsend Hoopesand Douglas Brinkley
(illus.. 587 pp.. $30. Alfred Knopt. 1992). Hoopes
served on Forrestal's staff and went on to become
Assistant to the Chairman of the House Armed
Services Committee and Under Secretary of the Air
Force (among other distinguished upper-echelon

positions). Brinkley is an Assistant Professor of

History at Hofstra University.
CONSPIRACY THEORIES

At this point, let’s put on our conspiracy
caps. First. there can be no doubt that Forrestal was
indeed a woubled personality. A workaholic be-
fore the word was coined, Forrestal was a driven
pawiot in more ways than one.  Hoopes and
Brinklev tell of an aide who came across the Secre-
taryin his Pentagon office at9:30 in the eveningand
suggested that he go home. “Go home?” Forrestal
replied bleakly.  “Home to what?”

Clifford tells of sitting behind Forrestal, a
close friend. at a cabinet meeting in 1948. He
noticed that the Secretary “had scratched a rawspot
on the top of his head with his fingernails. As the
meeting progressed. he continued to scratch until
it was the sizve of a halfzdollar. Twatched in silent
horror as the blood slowlv oozed from this spot.”

Forrestal was feeling besieged on all sides.
Truman, who had succeeded to the presidency
upon Roosevelt’s death, had recently won election
on his own, and was expected to heavily reorganize
the war-time cabinet.  Forrestal was suspicious.
correcty, that Truman’s ambitious campaign fund-
raiser, Louis Johnson, whom Forrestal viewed asa
total “incompetent,” had his eyes on the Defence
Secretary’s job. Moreover, two national and highly
influential radio and newspaper columnists, Walter
Winchell and Drew Pearson, were mounting in-
creasingly personal attacks on Forrestal for his
support of the looming cold war between the
United States and the Soviet Union, and for his
active opposition to an Israeli state.  Pearson's
assaults were particularly virulent.

On January 7, 1948, Truman accepted the
resignation of George Marshall and Robert Lovett
at the State Department, replacing them by Dean
Acheson and James Webb.  But Forrestal was
allowed to continue wisting in the wind. There is
some evidence that Truman himself was not en-
tirely happy with the thought of Johnson as Secre-
tary of Defence, but the latter would accept no
other reward for his successful campaign services
and actively lobbied to have Forrestal dropped.
Forrestal was frantic. Eight years of continuous
service had exhausted him; coupled with his cur-
renttroubles, it was beginning to show. He became
dishevelled in appearance and indecisive in action.
making it harder for Truman to hold on to him,
even had he wanted to. Finally, Truman asked for
Forrestal’s official resignation, which was duly ten-
dered. A three-month transition period was inex-
plicably cutshort, and on March 28, Louis Johnson
was sworn in as the new Secretary of Defence.

The same day Forrestal said his farewells to
the Presidentin person. Truman surprised Forrestal
by awarding him the Distinguished Service Medal
before the assembled Cabinet and the Joint Chiefs
of Staff.  “Unable to respond (o the President’s
generouswords of praise,” Clifford writes, *Forrestal
was led, speechless, from the room. ltwassuddenly
clear to everyone that something was very wrong.”

Forrestal was more composed the next day,
when he attended a similar ceremony and received
a silver bowl from the members of the Armed
Services Committee. As Forrestal and an assistant,
Marx Leva, started to return to the Pentagon, Air
Force Secretary Stuart Symington suddenly ap-
proached and said, “There is something | want to
talk toyouabout.” Leva then followed in a separate
car.

Quoting from Patriot (p.447), “What

- Symington said to Forrestal on this short trip re-

mains a mystery. Symington later denied the trip
had occurred or that he was alone with Forrestal,
but Leva and Ohly (another Forrestal staffer) are
msistenton thatpoint. They imply that Symington had
said something that shadiered Forvestal’s last yemaining
defences. for sehen Leva cidered Forvestal s office a short



time later hewas sitting in an extremely rigid position, still
wearing his hat and staring blankly at a bare wall... A
troubled Leva inquired if everything was all right.
Forrestal did not reply and seemed unaware of
cverything around him. Leva persisted. Forrestal
finally responded, saying, ‘You are aloyal fellow’, a
phrase he repeated several times.”

Asked by Leva if there was anything he could
do, Forrestal said “Yes. Call for mycar. [want to
gohome.™ Hometowhat? Asitturnedout. Forrestal
no longer commanded an official car, same having
passed to Johnson.  Eventually, Leva rounded up
Vannevar Bush’s chauffeured limousine and ac-
companied the former Secretary back to his resi-
dence. ProspectHouse. (Vannevar Bush, of course,
head of the Office of Scientific Research and Devel-
opment, is listed as MJ-2 in the Majic documents,
Jjust ahead of Forrestal.)

“M.L.B.” THEORIES

Nowanother curious eventoccurs, with tones
of visitation by MIB.  Alerted by Leva, longtime
friend and confidant Ferdinand Eberstadt hurries
over to find a haunted Forrestal home. shades
drawn. its main occupant mumbling that “they” had
finally gotten him. Forrestal advised Eberstadt not
to speak above a whisper as “they” had also wired
the house. “He parted a blind and pointed to two
disreputable-looking men on the corner who he in-
sisted were shadowing him. Suddenly the doorbell
rang and the houseboy opened the door on an odd-
lookingman who proceeded to tell Eberstadt he had
been an alternate delegate from North Carolina to
the 1948 Democratic National Convention and was
secking Forrestal’s support for appoinunent to
postmaster in his hometown.  Surprised by this
strange coincidence, Eberstadt nevertheless quickly
got rid of the man by telling him to write a letter.
When he left, Forrestal watched warily as the man
made his way (o the corner, where he stopped to
talk to the other two men. ‘You see, he is one of
them” Forrestal said excitedly.  To Eberstadt,
however, it was soon apparent that the third man
was merely asking directions. A trollev car came
along. the others pointed to it, and he gotaboard.”
(p. 449-450. my emphases).

Thisisstill a curious episode, however. Why,
for example, should all three of the men involved
in this “strange coincidence” have non-ordinary
appearances? And whatwas it that was “odd” about
the one? Presumably, the latter had gotten direc-
tions to Forrestal's house; would he notremember
how he had just come?  Also. Prospect House was
presumably in one of Washington's finer
neighborhoods.  What were two “disreputable-
looking™ types doing on Forrestal’s block-corner in
the first place? If they were strangers 1o the street,
odd. then. that they would have the directions the
third man needed.  The whole thing has the
appearance of a one-act plav staged for Forrestal's
“benefit”

This event, coupled with Symington’s “ There
is something I want to talk to you about,” an incident
later denied by the Air Force Secretary, begins to
smack of orchestration aimed at unscttling an al-
ready unstable Forrestal.  But there is more to
come.

TOP PSYCHIATRISTS CALLED IN

Alarmed by this obvious and rapid disinte-
gration of Forrestal’s psyche and body, Eberstadt
decides on the spot that he needs to be whisked out
of Washington immediately for a little R & R.
Clothes and golf clubs are hastily packed, an Air
Force Constellationis arranged for through Johnson,
and early that same evening Forrestal flies to Hobe
Sound in Florida, outside Palm Beach, where he is
met by Robert Lovett, who had a home there.
Lovett is disturbed to find his friend but a bag of
bones. His attempt to leaven the situation with
humor is met by a ghastly stare. “Bob,” Forrestal
says, “they’re after me.”

At the same time Eberstadt has flown on to
New York to consult Dr. Howard Rusk, the medical
editor for the New York Times, as to “who was the
most eminent psychiatrist in the country.” Rusk
recommends Dr. William Menninger of the
Menninger Clinic in Topeka, Kansas. And another
coincidence: Menningerjust happens to be in New
York, and agrees to fly down to see his new elient in
Florida the following day. “Byanotherironic twist”
(Hoopes and Brinkley, p- 450), Menninger had
been called to the Pentagon just three months
earlier to help set in motion a study of the phenom-
enon known as combat fatigue. John Ohly, the
Forrestal assistant in charge of the study, was can-
vassing the field of psychiatry to find the most
suitable experts to serve on the study group. and he
had arranged for Menninger to come to Washing-
ton. The psychiatrist had spenthalfa morning with
Forrestal discussing various aspects of combat fa-
tigue, but so far as is known he did not notice any
trace of this condition, orany other mental ovemotional
abnormalily, in the behavior of the Secretary of the
Defence.” (My emphasis.)

Now, a mere three months later, on March
30 and 31, Dr. Menninger has several lengthy
discussions with the former Secretaryand finds that
he is “suffering from severe ‘reactive depression’ —
essentially the condition of combat fatigue scen
with such frequency during WW11 — which results
from an accumulation of intense external pressures
that overwhelm the mind and nervous system. In
Forrestal’s case the principal systems were “anxicty,
paranoia, and a sense of total failure that produced
impulses to suicide.” (p. 452, my emphasis).

“I'VE BETRAYED MY COUNTRY"

Prior to 1\'lenninger's arrival, Forrestal con-
fided to Lovertt (()utofheuring range of some beach
umbrella stands that he believed 10 be wired) that



“I've done a bad thing.” What this might have been
was neverspecified. Inhospital later, shown several
glowing newspaper editorials lauding his national
service, Forrestal would snort: “The fools. Don't
they know I've betrayed my country?”

Mcnninger recommended immediate treat-
ment, voluntcering his own clinic.  Lovett won-
dered how Forrestal’s collapse could have been so
complete and sudden, given that he was so careful
aboutmaintaining his physical fitness. “Menninger
replied that Forrestal had expended tremendous
energy o suppress his mounting anxieties over a
long period of time — especially through the
intense strain of his last year in office. The effort
to keep cverything locked up had consumed him
physically and spiriwally. His collapse had been
swift because he was used up.” (p. 452)

The question, then, was not when Forrestal
would receive treatment, but where? At the time, the
diagnosis of mental illness carried quite a stigma.
Moving Forrestal to a prominent psychiatric clinic
in the country’s heartland would be impossible to
keep from the press and public. Instead, the Navy
suggested, he should be treated ata general hospi-
tal, namely the Bethesda Naval Hospital in Mary-
land. According to Hoopes and Brinkley (p. 453),
it was felt that “the specific nature of the illness
could be more easily kept from the publicif Forrestal
was treated at Bethesda... because the whole naval
organization was better equipped to screen visitors
and isolate the patient from inquiring newspaper-
men.”  Menninger and Eberstadt, on the other
hand, “were for publicly acknowledging Forrestal's
condition of ‘combat fatigue’ and sending him to
Topeka for reatment that had proved successful in
hundreds of similar cases.” '

The Navyand secrecywon. On April 2, 1948,
Forrestal was flown to Bethesda. “Although heavily
sedated, Forrestal was in astate of extreme agitation
during the flight, convinced that his enemies were
omnipresentand determined to get him. He now
wondered aloud whether the root cause of his
troubles had been his break with the Catholic
Church forty years before, whether he was being
‘punished” for being a *bad Catholic.”™ During the
limousine ride to the hospital, “he made atleastone
atempt to throw himself out of the car. Arriving at
Bethesda, he declared that he did not expect to
leave the place alive.” (p. 452)

REMOVAL TO BETHESDA NAVAL HOSPITAL

Menninger saw Forrestal on April 3 and
again on April 6, but responsibility had now offi-
cially passed to Captain George N. Raines,
Bethesda’s chief psychiatrist, “although recent evi-
dence suggests that the White House was beginning
to exertits influence on physical arrangements and
public relations.  In 1984, Dr. Robert P. Nenno, a
voungassistant.to Dr. Raines... disclosed that Raines
had been instructed by “the people downtown™ 1o
put Forvestal in the VIP suite on the sixteenth floor

of the hospital... The decision to put Forestal in the
tower suite was regarded by the psychiatric staff as
‘extraordinary’ for a patient who was ‘seriously
depressed and potentially suicidal,” especially when
the hospital possessed two onestorey buildings
directly adjacent to the main structure that were
specifically organized and staffed to handle men-
tally disturbed patients. Nenno added, ‘I have
always guessed that the order came from the White
House.™ (p. 454, no emphasis necessary).

“Apparently determined to make the best of
a decision he could not effectively resist,” Hoopes
and Brinkley continue, “Raines had special security
screens installed on the windows of Forrestal’s
room and established a system of around-the-clock
surveillance by doctors, nurses, and enlisted medi-
cal corpsmen.” Menninger approved the arrange-
ments, as well as the course of treaument Raines
proposed.

After Forrestal had settled in, he asked Raines
one day why the heavyscreens? “That’s to keep you
from jumping out the window,” Raines said.
“Forrestal replied that he could never bring himself
tojump out of awindow, nor could he even slash his
wrists. He thought it possible that he could hang
himself or take an overdose of sleeping pills.”

Raines essentially confirmed Menninger’s
diagnosis of reactive depression. Other members
of the psychiatric staff at Betheda "thought the
condition was closer to ‘involutional melancholia,’
avariant of manic-depression and a form of schizo-
phrenia.  This was not inconsistent with the
Menninger-Raines diagnosis, butsomewhat broader
and more serious.” According to one textbook,
“suicide is always a great risk.” (p. 454-55)

There were other risks as well. For the first
week of his incarceration Forrestal was kept in a
constant state of narcosis, to which he seemed to
respond favorably; “this was followed by four weeks
of subshock insulin therapy. Here the results were
less successful than Raines hoped for, but he de-
cided not to use the more controversial electric
shock treatment, at least until it was shown that
more moderate measures had failed to produce
improvement.” (p. 460)

WAS THERE FEAR OF WHAT HE MIGHT SAY?

Still, one day Forrestal sent for Rear Admiral
Sydney Souers, executive secretary of the newly
formed National Security Council, “telling him to
bring an instrument for detecting listening devices
because the hospital room was ‘wired.” Souers
examined the room with the device and told
Forrestal he could find nothing. Forrestal replied,
“They knew you were coming and took them out.
Now they'll put them back again.’” Interestingly,
Souers is listed as MJ-8. This scene has its surreal
side, too. Surely Raines or his second in command
would have known of Souers’ impending visit to
“sweep” Forrestal’s room clean of listening devices.

- Did Raines okay the visit as contrived therapy. a



means of play-acting aimed at placating his pa-
tient’s fears?  That seems unlikely, else, given
Forrestal’s now raging paranoia, he and his staff
would have been occupied round the dock doing
nothing but responding to his constant complaints
of being spied on.  Did Souers do it on his own, to
humoran old friend?  Was he absolutely truthful
when hesaid nosuch devices were on the premises?
We'll probably never know.  But aside from any
flying saucer beans Forrestal might have spilled, we
do know that both the Navy and White House were
concerned, in Clifford’s words, that Forrestal
“might blurt out nationalsecurity secrets to the
wrong people.” Undersuch circumstances,itseems
only logical to conclude, for whatever reason (s),
that Forrestal’s room and conversations probably
were closely monitored.  As an old T-shirt slogan of
the Sixties had it: “Just because you're paranoid
doesn’t mean you aren’t being watched!” Souers’
visit, in other words, could have been a convenient
way for him to report back to his superiors; thus the
play-act, bug-sweep, could also have been for the
fearful Forrestal’s “benefit” alone.

But clearly not everything was arranged for
Forrestal’s benefit. His brother Henry, for exam-
ple, visited four times and came away convinced, as
he told Raines, that “what my brother needs is not
to be cooped up there on the 16th floor. He needs
to be on an estate somewhere, among friends,
where he can walk around in the sun. He has been
an exceedingly active man.”(P. 462) Butit was not
to be. Henryalso pressed a priest, Father Maurice
S. Sheehy, on Raines with similar lack of results.
“Forreasons never adequately explained,” Raines turned
down these requests while providing assurances
that everything would be possible at the proper
time. Henry ..asked, ‘How long do you want to
wait, Doctor? Delays in such cases can be danger-
ous. Have you ever heard of a case where being
visited by a clergyman has hurta man?’ But Raines
~-possibly because a Catholic confessional might risk
disclosing sensitive national security information, con-
tinued to put him off.” (p. 462-63, my emphasis).

Again, this makes no logical sense. Forrestal
has now been under official sequester for almost
two months; rather than babbling national security
secrets to one and all, he seems to have been mainly
concerned with his own personal security.

SECURITY RELAXED

In early May, the claustrophobic security
surrounding Forrestal was somewhat relaxed. “An
enlisted corpsman remained on duty in the corri-
dorjustoutside Forrestal’s door, but the patientwas
encouraged to leave his room occasionally, to visit
with nurses and other patients on the same floor,
and to use a small pantry across the hall where he
could pour himself a cup of coffee or prepare a
snack.  Fatefully, the pantry window was not
equipped with the heavy tamper-proof screen that
had been affixed to the windows of his bedroom: it

had onlyalightscreen fastened by small hooks.” (p.
463)

A quote from Raines himself is revealing.
Admitting that the relaxation of restrictions was
“one of the calculated risks of therapy,” he went on
to add: “I further recognized the well-known psy-
chiatric fact that the next thirty days would consti-
tute the most dangerous period of the illness as far
as suicide was concerned, inasmuch as suicidal
preoccupations had to be present, and at the same
time privileges had to be extended to the patient to
allow his full recovery.” (p. 463). Raines last saw
Forrestal on May 18, before leaving for a week-long
absence, combining a vacation with a mecting of
the American Psychiatric Association.

| WANT TO STAY UP LATE AND READ

On Saturday, the 22nd, Forrestal told
corpsman Edward Prise, with whom he had become
quite friendly (having promised a job in the fu-
ture), that he didn’t want a sedative as he intended
to stay up late, reading. Prise was one of three
corpsmen who guarded Forrestal around the clock,
each spelling an eight-hourshift. Curiously (?), his
usual midnight replacement had gotten drunk the
night before (a Friday) and gone absent without
leave. “The new man was a stranger to Forrestal
and to the subtleties and dangers of the situation.
Prise had observed that Forrestal, though more
energetic than usual, was also more restless, and
thisworried him. He tried toalert theyoung doctor
who had night duty and slept in a room next to
Forrestal’s.  But the doctor was accustomed to
restless patients and not readily open to advice on
the subject from an enlisted man.” (p. 464)

Even so, Prise lingered on for another half-
hour orso. At1:45a.m. Sunday morning, his new
replacementlooked in on Forrestal and found him
copying out by hand “The Chorus from Ajax,” by
Sophocles, “a brooding... poem... in which Ajax,
forlorn and far from home, contemplates suicide.”

A portion of those lines reads as follows:

Thy son is in a foreign clime

Where Ida feeds her countless flocks,

Far from they dear, remembered rocks,

Worn by the waste of time —

Comfortless, nameless, hopeless save

In the dark prospect of the yawning grave...

Woe to the mother in her close of day,

Woe to her desolate heart and temples gray,
When she shall hear

Her loved one’s story whispered in her ear!
“Woe, woe!” will be the cry —

No quiet murmur like the tremulous wail

Of the lone bird, the querulous nightingale —

Clifford chose to quote these lines from the
same poem: Betler to die, and steep/The never waking
sleep, than linger on/And dare to live, when the soul’s life:

is gone.



If Forrestal’s choice of departing poctry con-
Jures up no immediate flying saucer imagery, nei-
ther does it necessarily evoke his supposedly guilt-
laden Catholic background. Why not, after all,
simply quote one of the saints, with whom he must
have been at least semi-familiar, or, for that matter,
Christ Himself, as in “My Father, why hast Thou

9

Sorsaken ez
“A SUDDEN FIT OF DESPONDENCE”

In fact, Forrestal finished but the night of
nightingale, before he was seized by what Raines
would later refer to as a “sudden fit of despond-
ence.” Hecre Hoopes and Brinkley remind the
reader that Forrestal had been instrumental in
supporting Operation Nightingale, “an anti-Commu-
nist gucrilla army made up of Ukrainian refugees,
recruited and wrained by the CIA to carryonasccret
war against the Soviet Union from behind the Iron
Curtain. Many of the recruits were Nazi collabora-
tors who had carried out mass executions of their
fellow countrymen, including thousands of Jews,
behind the German lines during the war.” (p. 465).
Was this what Forrestal meant by having betrayed
his country? Perhaps. But again, the episode —
of which there must have been several in the course
of Forrestal’s multi-varied career — fails to match
up in any symbolic or other sense with Forrestal’s
final choice of words. Clifford described the hand-
written copy Forrestal was working on as a suicide
note, whereas Hoopes and Brinkley leave no such
impression atall. Certainly itappears to have been
addressed to no individual in particular.

THE END

Whathappened nextis subject to dispute, as
is much clsc¢ about Forrestal's suicide. Some
accountssay thatthe inexperienced corpsman “went
on a briel errand;” Nenno, however, said that
Raines told him that Forrestal “pulled rank” on the
obedient servant, sending him off on some incon-
sequential mission designed to remove him from
the immediate premises. In his absence Forrestal

crossed the corridorinto the unsecured pantry. He
tied one end of his dressing-gown sash around his
neck, the other to a radiator, removed the screen
and climbed out the window. Whether the sash
held for a moment or broke straight away is not
known; atany rate, Forrestal plummeted 13 storeys
to his death, landing atop the roof of a third-floor
passageway.

This scenario, too, is somewhat curious.
Forrestal had earlier confessed to his psychiatrist
that he could never jump out a window, although
he admitted that he might be able to hang himself.
Why, assuming he might have been afraid ofheights,
then, did he not simply hang himself in his room,
oratleast try to? And why hang oneself out of an
open window, sixteen floors above ground; why
not simply jump and be done with it?

SOME QUESTIONS

Psychoanalyzing a suicide after the fact is
admittedly risky business at best; still, there is much
to Forrestal’s fateful fall that doesn’t quite add up.
Why, for example, did Raines take a week’s leave of
absence during what he himself admitted was a
particularly crucial period in the potential recovery
— or suicide — of one of his most prominent
patients? Why wasn’t Forrestal permitted to sec a
priest, while Sydney Souers was allowed 1o sweep his
room for suspected bugging devices? Why was the
former Secretary of Defence confined to a tower
suite instead of one of the existing ground-level
psychiatric facilities? How did it happen — coinci-
dentally during Raines’ extended absence — that
one of his regular watchers would get drunk and go
AWOL, and then be replaced byacomplete novice,
unaware of the gravity of the situation?

THREE INTERPRETATIONS
Thereareatleast three ways to read Forrestal's

fall. The first is simply as a tragic sequence of
unavoidable and unforeseeable events, in which

To Page 25 »

: A recent gathering of most of the FSR ‘team’, with families and friends.
Left to right: Joan Wilder, Leonard Wilder, Judy Stickney, Howard Raimbach, Gordon Creighton, Dr. Bernard Finch, Joan
Creighton, George Wingfield, Wendy Kaye, Philip Creighton, Michelle Raimbach, Paul Whitehead.
Photo by Bobbie Finch



he saw the sithouette of a figure standing owtside the
window, but he could have been mistaken. Suddenly
the lights came on again... there was no logical
explanation for the power supply being reconnected.

The next morning Derek and Dera stepped
outside and walked around towards the back of the
cabin. Derek was mystified by the incident the
previous night and anxiously wanted to inspect the
electrical trip switch. The couple walked to the rear
of the cabin, paused for a moment and then looked
up in amazement at the corner of the cabin.

There was a dark sooty area around the switch
where the power surge had taken place. Notonly had
itbeen reconnected, but at the side of the connection
was asooty outline, that of a hand, a verylarge hand...

Derek and Dora made no further attempt to
contact the “ZIs” and shortly afterwards they moved
away from the area. By now, the Vietnam war had
started, and things in Australia worsened. In 1967
the couple dccided to return to England with their
family... just as the “board” had predicted!

* NOTE BY EDITOR OF FSR:The true namc of the
family is on record in our confidential files, butat the
express request of Derek, we are calling them the
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A Strange Sky Phenomenon of 1748.
(A “Sundog”’?)

Dear Siv, — Lain passing on ihe enclosed
item in the hope that mavbe ic will be of
interest to vour readers.

[ aun achistorian. and came across
this* sighting repott in the course of my
work. Itappeared on page 246 of the Seots
Magazine (published m Edmburgh) of May
1748, The enclosed is an clectrostatic
copyirom microfilin made by the National
Library of Scothund.

As 1o what the correspondent in
Cailisle is desciibing T have of cowse no
idea, nor do 1 know whether any other
reporis about it appeared in any othe
papers.

Yours faithfully,

Dr. Robert Clyde.

60 Sowth Trinity Road.
Edinburgh FHH SNX.
March 2, 1903,

cloud to hide in.

Aletter from Carlisle. of May 25, gives
the tollowing account.
“Averyremarkable phenomenonappeared
in the sky vesterday at cight o’clock, and
coniinued itbien o ithe great s prise of
the whole city. On the right of the sun
there was a luge aicus, tesembling the

colours ol rainbow. but more bright. ) L
5 Yours Fadfully,

Richie Bond.

which was crossed n e places with a
Maming color cnined withan azme blue:

with sheamers mricispersed. and others .
! [ondon WH).

datiinig oni liom e uiiermost cincle, like .
= April 121095,
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“Smiths.” We should add that Mr. Omar Fowler now
knows the family well (they are living in Derbyshire),
as he has interviewed them four times before writing
this report. B

[ from Page 11

Forrestal was indeed crazy as a loon and
determined to commit suicide. Given the
unexpected rare opportunity, he was still “sane”
enough to take advantage of same, with the
desired results.

A second theory postulates that the Govern-
ment itself had grown paranoid over Forrestal’s
mental reliability and stability, and saw “suicide” —
or perhaps a complete nervous breakdown — as the
only safe way out. In this scenario, “ they” wouldn’t
have pushed Forrestal so much as they might have
simply allowed (and/or urged) him to push himself.
Given a generous dose of existing suicidal tenden-
cies, a mere gentle nudge and unguarded opportu-
nity here and there would no doubt have been
sufficient.

As for the conspiracy-cappers, they are quite
capable of coming up with their own final scenario B

e e e
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quite serene. We had no i sinee, nor
tor forty cight hours before™.

UFO Concealed in Cloud?

Dear Sin.— 1 have been interested in vour
subject for manv vears but only now am |
writing in for details of your journal.,
Buring the 1960s and 1970s, | —
and also many of iy {iiends — saw from
time to time @ number of strange things.
In particular [ recall — and I have never
before reported this to anvbody — that,
around about 1968, I saw an vbject which
appuared to me 1o possibly be generating
isownsortof cloud-cover, orusing existing

The object was in the sky above
Southampron: Water, between Fawley and
Southaunpron Dock, and Iviewed itfroma
tower block of flats.

As I sav. manv of us obscrved
straige s dunng those sears, One
friend cven chatmed to have seen a UFO
land w Cholderton during the 1970s. But
of conrse, hke the rest of ns, he never

reported it to anvbodv.

3:4h St Mark's Road,

aglory. Fhe compass of the whole to the
naked eve scemed to occupy the space of
fiftyvards. Duringits continuance the sun
was very bright. the sky clear. and the air

NOTE BY EDITOR.  We have not scen
mentionof thislately. butin the carly days,
especiallyin the 1950s, wesawanumber of
such reports in which witnesses spoke off
craft or of objects which scemed either 1o
use cloud-cover in which 1o conceal
themselves or which possibly generated
theirown cloud-cover fromwhich tospyon
s,

SET! — Dr. Guérin vs. Dr. Sagan

Dear Gordon: — [ enjoved Dr. Guérin's
article, “SETE A MANIPULATION" in
FSR 38-1 and agreed with every word.
Especially his aptanalogy: “...(itis as vain
to seek to capture radio messages sent by
the extraterrestrials as it would be for a
primitive tribe to expect a message from
the white man in the form of signals emitted
by wisps of smoke in the Bush.")

If, as we are well aware, the U.S.
Government has irrefutable proof of the
existence of extraterrestrials among us
through tens of thousands of reports on
sightings, contactsand abductions, and if,
as claimed, they are dealing in secret with
alicn groups, then it is obvious the SETI
listening programisa giganticsmokescreen
1o lull the public (and our scientific
fraternity) into  the belief  that
extraterresutials if they exist are “way out
there™ and we are still seeking proot of
their existence,

The atiached Cail Sagan wrticle™
from the March 7. 1993 Parade Magazine



