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. Reference is made to the memorandum to you frop the Liaison .
% Section dated July 21, 1947, setting forth a request from Colonel eb 74,,,,“’.!,:2.

of the Intelligence Division of the War Department for th (s iolas
Bureau to conduct investigation to determine the origin of the flying - C —

-..dises. . ; N A ‘ . 3)\)64. .
. OBSERVATIONSs : . - B N A g

It is felt that the situation regarding these flying saucers and - } .

flying discs is very similar to the situation which was previously encountered

ty the Bureau during the past war in handling complaints arising out of the

slghting of Japanese baloons. You will recall that at the inception of these

complaints the Bureau conducted considerable investigation and located numerous

baloons as a cooperative measure for the Army and that after considerable work

had been done, the Army then informed that these were military weapons and that -
they would take over the handling of these completely. This they did and in an T
‘extremely short time issued a big press release as to the splendid work of: the

far, it does not appear that these discs should be treated other than as a

military weapon. Certainly the Bureau has no way to determine what experiments

the Army and Navy are conducting and whether such might be arising out of
experiments being conducted by them nor do we have any way of determining how

Army in locating these Japanese baloons. From the information available thus
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2 "s;;s-‘ ii_'far the Russians have progressed in certain experiments and shether such might
© auet® be the results of experiments by the Russian Army. It short, it would c'éft;‘ainiy Y b
i appear that this is a military situation and should be handled strictly Y L
R nri-‘litary authorities. v

. i - - -
oL In this connectioh it nﬂ.ght be pointed out that our present Portland Eo
- T7¥3 case arose out of the fact that two Army Intelligence officers were returning d
vz from an interview of two indi viduals who reportedly had seen flying discs. If -

' he Army Intelligence officers are handling some of these interviews, it is be-
. eved that they should be handling all of these interviews , and it is not
i _ fbelieved that the Bureau should be expending its precious manpower on these com-
%0 &:~.  plaints which thus far have no connection with our Russian espionage program,
-~ §.~ . The military authorities certainly are better equipped to inow what they are
= . .-~ looking for than we are and have more facilities for handling any material which

it is necessary to examine as a result of its being reported as a remant of a

& _" . »}flying d;'Lsc. It is believed that the Rureau is merely playing bird-dog for the

gl, " Army by using our manpower to run out these complaints on flying discs. '
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In view of the recent Bureau Bulletin #2 dated July 3% 1925 howlver, o

there is attached a letter to the Chicago Office asking that3#ne§EBoaduddthe
requested investigation, - L W/f
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e - Mr. § also discusged thts matier with Colonel I, F. Yordey or MID,
Colonel Forrcy iziicated that 1t wae his attitude that inaszuch az it has beer
esteblished that the fl ying dieks are no! the result of any Army cr Navy experisc
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mente, the matter 1s of interest to the T8I, He stated that ke wes ;f tre oninizn
that the Bureau, if at all possibloe, shogld accede to General Schulgen's rejuest,
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1 would recommend that we advise the Army that the Bureau doss not believe it
.[:hould 2o into these investigations, it being noted that a great bulk of those
a

lleged discs reported'found'ﬁave'been pranks. - It is not believed Lhat the
ureau would accomplish anything by going into thesc investigations.
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I‘dlscs v.'era, m"at a very. highly classiﬁ.ed experixwm of the Ay oz ‘i

- on the Air Forces Int.ell:.gencs 'to conduct research 2rd collect information

d:mntra.st to this; we have-reported sigl'lir,ing‘l of .unitiowilt .ovyects cver the
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‘cussing the above. captionc phenor.one. ith Liautenant Colone i acmse
.of the Air Forces: Intelligence R exp*essed the: poss;.bil:.tv that.,u,..u s A

liavy, s TIPS not, cnl\f’b/
"amed that this vias. a. possioility, ‘but* confidertially "tal‘-d it was kis' _
personal opinicn that such vzs a probability. :Colonel. NSNS indicated | ..
confidentially that a Mr Lo 23 who ‘is-a. scicnt:.st attachad to the Air . !r
Forces Intelligance, was 0 t.ne same” opinion. (". Pl
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Colcnel ; e stated that he based, his assunruon on the .
i‘ollovring Ho po:.nted,out tha.t when-flying objects wers repcrted seen over
Sweden, the "high brass" of" ‘the-War. Department exarted trercendo.ls pressure

in an effort to identxfy -these! sightings. '~ Colonel fESi A stated that, in
ited States, and’ tha ' ‘"high brass™ appeared to ‘be- totally unconcerred.

Fe indicated this’ led him té believe ‘that ‘thev knéw enough about these

objects to express’ ‘no concern.:-Colonsl :i;.,“, =% pointed out further that the

oblects in cuast.ion ‘have' bean seen by many. xidividuals who are what he

terms "trained observers,® such.as airplane pilct... ‘He indicated also that

several of the individuals are reliable msmbers of the cormunity. ' fe stated

it is his conclusion that these individuals saw something. He stated the

atove has led him to come to ths é:onclusion that thers were obﬂect.. seen

which somebody in the Govemmnt knows all about.. A

Yr. Gy point.ed out to Co’onel et
e*cp*=r:.montations are being conducted by the United States cher'm nt, then it_.
dces not appear reasonable to request the FBI %o spend noney and s
tire conducting inquiries *** .} resnect to - this: matter. Colcnel Ezid - B
that he agreed with Mr. f&=so=3 in this Tregard and indicated that it would be & 5
extrerely embarrassing to tne A1r Forces-Intelligence if it later is learred Rl
that these flying discs are > 1.n fact an experment of ths Un:\.ted States " N
Govemnent. o

: Lr. AP subseouenfly d:.scussed th:l.s raat‘ber with Colonel L. R.
Forne" ‘of the Intelligance Division of the: “War Department. Colcnel Formey
stated that he had discussed the rattcr rreviously with Ceneral Chamcerlin,
3 o tt"at he ‘has the assurance of Wnera.l -
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M Chasberlin and General Todd that the £y is conducting no experizentations
' -with .a'nythin'g which could posgibly be mistaken for a i‘,‘l.yi;_xg_ disc.

that he had discussed this matter nip General

2n oi the Army Air Fo
%ol and Colonsl &

3 that to the best of nig knowledge and in-
mistaken for flying discs, Colone)” e ~'1'zidi¢a§.ted.r£a‘ SRR
be had pointed out his befliefs to. Gencr: - ochilgen and had mapncs o

o 'possibility.df an embarrdssing situation arising batween the Air ‘Forces :
j| Intelligence and the FpT, nge:al-Schulgen"agmed- with Colonel 2

5

that a memorandum would: be’ prepared for the Signature of General icicnald s

A2, to General Lelay, who is in charge of Research and Developmsnt in the

Air Corps., Colonel -E¥rTam’ indicated that this ‘Bemorandum will set forth
the characteristics

ol the ‘objects seen by various reliable individuals,™.

The ‘memorandum will then r.eQu,estA.GenAeral~-IgL2y,to: indicate whether or not
any experimsnts are being undertaken by ‘the Air Fglfcesm'hicf:ud possibly -

_ [be connected with any of the observed ‘phenomsna,’ " Colonel ez stated
- . that when a reply is received from General Leliay, ‘a co cation will be
addressed to the Bureau, .. el e T T R '

A ro ool will follow this matter closely with -Colcnel B
and General Schulgen so that the Bureau will be promptly advised of ail
inforzation regarding tre flying _discs,',esp_ec'ial;y'arw information indicating
that they are, in fact, an a:cp«erimen‘t.«qf;'spms';Gov_efrnm_enta.l agency,
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rces. - General Schulgen had Previously assured both .

fornztyen no experiments vare C6ing undertaken by .the Govemmet Thich could be
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