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EXTRACT FROM "DAY LOG" OF SECRETARY OF WAR ROBERT P. PATTERSON

Original on file at U.S. Library of Congress, Manuscript Division, Washington, D.C.
File: Patterson, Robt. P./Secy. of War: Personal Papers.

1947:  July 10th, 2:40 P.M.

Leslie R. Groves to present Genl. Robert M. Montague who is to command
a special atomic energy project at Albuquerque, N.M.



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE Ly
HEADQUARTERS 1606TH AIR BASE WING (MAC)

KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, NEWMEXICO 87117 - 5000

26 June 1986

Lee M. Graham
526 W. Maple
Monrovia, CA 91016

Dear Mr Graham:

I have received your latest enclosures dealing with Gen. Montague, UFOs,
AFSWO, F-19, etc.. I can only reply briefly since, as I previously mentioned,
summer is the peak of my writing period, and I simply cannot spare the time.

One observation may be pertinent, however. Historical research is a complicated
activity and basing much such activity on 1947 press releases is not much of a
basis for spending a whole 1ot of time. I thought many of these questions

that still bother you were answered in my Kirtland history I sent you, and to
tell the truth, I think they are. It is very difficult sometimes to have a
clear picture of the organizations and people that were involved in such
activities as the weapons projects that have taken place at Sandia and Kirtland
over the past forty years, yet it is necessary in order to know what one is
talking about. I have myself worked for the last thirty years on this base

as first an engineer, then a special weapons officerin the Navy, and now as

an historian for the Air Force. I am an aeronautical engineer and plied that
trade for Sandia Corporation, then was a pilot and weapons officer, then after
getting my PhD in military history went to work as the base historian. Even so,
it is hard to know everything in its proper order. My brief history of the base
was, however, an attempt to put things in that order, without being too long and
unreadable. At Sandia I knew Les Rowe slightly, and as an avid model bhuilder
and aircraft buff myself, also know John Andrews. I am mystified as to what
connection there might be between the so-called "stealth" F-19, if such a thing
exists, and old flying saucer stories, but that is your business. There is no
mystery, however, about the organizations I wrote about, nor any plots, nor any
contradictions that I can see. To specifically answer the points you recently
raised:

AFSWP was the military organization on Sandia base, as I wrote, beginning in
1947, and eventually evolved into DASA, and today's DNA. Its role was and is

as described. As I noted, it was in the assembly business only a very shor§7,,/
time, whereafter that was handled by LA's Z Division. Les Rowe, like gt “the
other military assembly guys, got out of the army and continued similar work

as a civilian for Z Division, which later became Sandia Corporation. Your
reference to enclosure E, p 99, does not at all refer to stockpiling, but

rather to developmental activities, which was a civilian function. Rowe
probably would never have known Gen Montague, since the civilian assembly

and developmental operations at Sandia Base at that time were in no way
directly connected with the military weapons oversight functions that

Montague and AFSWP would have been involved with. No, Rowe is not mistaken,

and no, I am not mistaken. Besides my own history, there are several other
histories of the Manhattan Proj, LASA, AEC, etc., which may be referred to

on these matters. To answer your final question, I have never seen or heard

of any documentation whatsoever, by anyone reputable, dealing with "flying
saucers" near here, or anywhere else for that matter. Certainly I cannot
repudiate something for which there is no evidence, i.e. that Montague was

oing anything except administering AFSWPs Field Conim opérations in the .~
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military special weapons field. Sincerely, VD

D Don E. Alberts’
Chief, History Division




