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Harry S. Truman Library

Independence, Missouri 64050

June 23, 1987

Mr. Stanton T. Friedman

79 Pembroke Crescent

Fredericton, New Brunswick E3B 2VI
Canada '

Dear Mr. Friedman:
Thank you for your letter of June 17, 1987.

We have made a further search of our files and have been
unable to find a copy of the briefing document dated November
18, 1952, a copy of which you enclosed with your letter. '

Our regulations do not permit us to pass on the authenticity
of documents or handwriting. We are enclosing a list of
appraisers compiled by the Society of American Archivists.
One of these appraisers might be willing to pass on the
genuiness of the November 18, 1952 briefing document.

President Truman's appointment records indicate that his only
meeting with Dr. Vannevar Bush between May and December 31,
1947 was on September 24, 1947. Dr. Bush was accompanied at
that meeting by Secretary of Defense James Forrestal. There
is no indication in the files as to what was discussed at the
meeting.

Sincerely,

, ¥ (o7
‘ BENEDzZ{T(. ZOBRIST
Directbr

Enclosure

A Presidential Library Administered by the National Archives and Records Adminsiration
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WILLIAM L. MOORE PUBLféQTIDNS % RESEARCH
ANTAMRESS FLUERELICATIONSg “I"HE FALIR-WITNESS PROJECET, TN OIS

BFECIALIZING IN WFOn, NEW AGE, METAFHYSICAL % OCCULT RESEORCH

4219 WEST OLIVE AVE., SUITE #247, BUREANK, CALIFORNIA 91505

FHONE (213) 463-0542 (10 AM -~ & FM)

2% SBEF. "89

Fhil Klass
404 "N" SW.
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Mr. Klass:

I have no idea why you do things the way you do, but once again
you've managed to put your foot in your mouth. The Truman
signatures on the alleged White House/ MJ~12 memo of September 24,
1947 and the letter to Bush of October 1, 1947 ARE NOT
"identical", nor are they "suspiciously similar" as you have
claimed. Bruce Maccabee and I exchanged notes over this very same
guestion about two years ago. Let’s look at the evidence:

You claim that both signatures are identical. Try superimposing
them one over the other against a strong light. You will find
that while the "Harry" is very similar indeed, the "Truman is
somewhat longer. I enclose copies of some measurements done
during the discussions with Maccabee. Although they speak for
themsel ves, please note the following:

(A) On the Truman-Forrestal memo ("TF"), the cross line on
the "T" is 488mm long. 0On the Truman—-Bush letter ("TRM), it is
only 471mm.

(B) The "n" on Truman measures 240mm on the TF memo and 235mm
on the TH.

(C) The upstroke on the "y" in Harry is thin and broken (or
scratchy, considering that it was most likely a fountain pen that
was used) on the TR letter, but heavy and full on the TF. In
addition, the upstroke on TF extends as a thin line just slightly
above the cross line on the "T" in TB, where in TF it blends into
the cross line as a heavy blob. )

(D) On the TR letter, the length of "ruman" from the top of
the "r" to the top of the "n" is 28&6mm. On TF, it is 297mm.

(E) Measuring diagonally across the signatures from the top
0f the left arm of the "H" to the end of the "n" line, we find
that the diagonal length of the signature on TR is 774mm, where on
TF the length is 795mm.

(F) The most dissimilar portions of the two signatures are
the letters "man", especially the positioning of the "n". This
can be easily seen by superimposition against a strong light.
Remember, Fhil, I am working from a print of the original
negative on the one hand (TF) and a first generation copy on the,
other (TH). In your case, your copy of TF must be at least third



T

generation. I do not know about your copy of TE but expect the
circumstances are similar. .

(G) There are other differences as well which you can see on
the attached. As a control, for the purposes of determining
scale, note that on ROTH items, "The White House" measures 412mm
and "Washington" measures 275mm. Also, as a test for right-left
distortion, note in TF that the word "this" on the right of line |
and again on the left of line 8 both measure 9mm.

Moving on to your allegation that the "small scratch mark near the
left upper part of the right-hand vertical stroke of the letter
"H*" is "accidental" and therefore "suspicious", please note
similar marks at the same point on 2 other known—-to-he—authentic
Truman signatures dated December 23, 1946 (again Truman-Bush),
September 26, 1949 (Truman-Fatterson) and August 15, 1947 (again
Truman—Fatterson, but just signed "Harry").

It should also be pointed out that "Multiple photo-copying
operations" generally make lines less rather than more distinct,
especially in the case of lines which are thin and broken as is
the upstroke line on the "y" in "Harry" in TF. See examples
attached. :

None of this, of course, suggests that the TF memo is authentic.
The only point being made here is that your pronouncement of these
two signatures as "identical" is seriously in error.

Just as an aside, had I set out to counterfeit a signature using a
werox, I would have cut a Harry from one signature and a Truman
from another, or even tried piecing bits of several signatures
together.

Two other things before I close. First, I expect you to circulate
this letter to the same list that received your "Smoking Gun"
letter of September 20th and to send me a letter certifying that
you have done so; and second, your invitation for us to join with
you is somewhat ill conceived. Methinks, rather tis you who
should be offering to join us. After having stumbled as many
times as you bhave with respect to claims you®ve made about these
documents, it's high time you start looking at them from another
point of view.

Yours,



WILLIAM L. MOORE FUBLICATIONS & RESEARCH
ANTARES FUBL ICATIONS; THE FALR-WITNESS PROJEST , AN g QoL

SFECIAL IZING IN WFOm, NEW AGBE, METAFHYSBIEAL % OCCULT FRESEMFRH

4219 WEST OLIVE AVE., SUITE #247, BURBANE, CALIFORNIA 915095

FHONE (213) 463-0%42 (10 AM ~ & FM)

23 SEF. "89

Fhil Klass
404 "N" SW,
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Mr. Klasss
Two brief things with respect to my letter to you of Sept. 23d:

Firsts In my enumeration of metric measurements, I imadvertantly
misplaced the decimal point. Thus, 286mm should be 28.émm, 297 mm
should be 29.7, etc. Measwements were made using a caliper—
micrometer which read in cm. and decimals. Instead of multiplying
by a factor of ten to get mm., I used 100. Silly me!

Second: My failure to address the issue you raise about the
September 24, 1947 date being in two typestyles is due to the fact
that you and Stanton had a dialog about that matter some time ago
and I have nothimng further to add to it.



WILLIAM L. MOORE FUBLICATIONS % RESEARCH

ANTARES FURBL.ICATIONE THE FAIR—-WITNESES PFPROJIEBEICT, INC. g CPEOCGLIES

SFPECIAL.IZING IN WFOm, NEW AQGE, METAFFYSICAL S OOCOULT  FREESEAMRIH

43219 WEST OLIVE AVE., SUITE #247, BURBANE, CALIFORNIA 91505

FHONE (2173) 463-05%42 (10 AM - & FM)

=9 SEFP. *89

Fendrick Frasier

The Skeptical Inguirer
J025 Falo Alto Dr. NE

Albugquerque, NM 87111

Mr. Frazier:

Fresumably you have recently received a communication from Fhilip
Flass which carries the heading ""Smoking Gun® Confirms that MJ-12
Documents are Counterfeit". In it, Klass alleges that he has
discovered a authentic Harry Truman signature which is both
"identical to" and "suspiciously alike" the Truman signature on
one of the MI-12 documents. Unfortunately Klass is in error on
both points. The signatures are indeed similar, but they are
clearly NOT identical. Enclosed is a copy of my reply concerning
this matter. Should you see fit to print Klass® material in your
journal, please see to it that my side of the issue is accorded
equal time and prominence. . .

Yours,

William L. Moore

cc: B. Binder, esq.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

VARt '
| | G / i 1
WASHINGTON S 1 /; ‘
| J H
. . P
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THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

PAPE S 7P

Gazmert

July 9; 1954

YELORANDIG FOR:

SECRETARY OF THE ATR FORCE

It is the President's desire that whenever documents are submitted to . . |}
- hin for signature or approval, the file accompanying such docuaents
L ~ include the concurrences in vriting of the heads of those Departments
ST - and Agencles whose concurrence should be obtained before submi.ssion - ‘
- _,of the document to him. Will you please make sure, therefore, that - - —-—-mer o

any material of this nature from your Department include the necessary
-concurrences from other Departments and Agencies,

Such concurrences preferably should be set forth over the signature of . T
the responsible officials on the carbon of the letter or memorandum of _ S
transmittal, It is realized, of course, that in some instances this ‘ Y
vill be irpracticable, in which case the file rmst contain the letters : R
of concurrence from the appropriate Departments” and Agencies.
Your full cooperation in czrrying out the wishes of the Presicent in
this regard vill serve also to expedite the handling of the many docu~""
ments requiring the President's approval, :

e .- . W, ™
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THE WHITE HOUSE

October l 1947

'Dear Dr. Bush;

I appreciated very much your good
letter of September twenty-siiéth and I hope
things will work out in a satisfactory manner

this coming season. S .

i B (&> . ‘

, - S 4y ____'>ix

Dr. Vannevar Bush * : o '
Chairman st L K
The Joint Research and Development Board . o

. Wash:.ngton 25, D, C. :
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/ - STANTONT.FRIEDMAN ~ =~ = =
: ' NUCLZAR PHYSlClST LECTURER o o B :

" 79 PEMBROKE CRESCENT .. ‘

mwbmcro:v.Nswmumw:cxuuzw S
CANADA AR

~ (506) 457-0232
o enilip 4. Klass

7404 "NY St.oSW L a
Washmgton, DC 20024 USA"';’"‘

Dear Philip:

_ You have really outdone yourself ‘this time with- your smoking gun ‘memo- -
of - Sept. 20.I have access to . a:good light table and , of course, as-
the meticulous researcher I am,compared the signatures on the Sept.
24 , 1947 Truman- Forrestal memo with that on my own copy of same and
with ‘that on the October 1, - memo to Bush as provided by you. No
matter how hard I tried D could NOT make a perfect match for the ones
you say are identical though ‘the other two (of tha Sept. 24 memo)

- could be made to match identically. YOUR STATEMENT THAT THB TWO
S!GNATURES ARE IDENTICAL IS TOTALLY AND COMPLETELY FALSE. ’

In addition I can find no logio in your claim that the logical
explanation for the difference .in machines used to type September and
"24, 1947." is that a forger used a machine on which the number keys
did not work.This is the wildest conjecture. It seems to me. that a .
much more "logical “ explanation is that the .body of the memo was:
typed at Truman's - office and' that  the exact day was--typed at Van - -
Bush's office with its penchant for putting a period after the. date.

I find J.t fascinating that you continue to maintain that there are
numerous flaws“xndicateing ‘the Hlillenkoetter briefing is a counterfeit
in your SI papers when’, in fact,I have demonstrated their falsxty in my
papers as published ln IUR" ané in the proceedlngs of the 1988 MUFON
Symposium, and in my - paper "Debunking .a Debunker'Convenient loss of
memory one might say... especially since you have all three versions. -

As for responding fully: and candidly to your requests for informatlon'

. For what? So that you can once again make false ‘charges, use false
iogic, ad nauseum. Frankly I. have .better things to do than count memos
from Walter Smith. Obviously : {you are unable to understand that there
is no connection: bet%?%&% )W - many times  Smith or Moore use any
particular date format. e: established that there is at least one
white crow. This proves not all crows are black. It gives us no clue -

-as to how many crows are white, green, red, purple or orange. I gather
you learned nothing at all from .the Pica Type Fiasco. Generalizing
from an inadequate sample is dangerous and sometimes- eyoensive. Asking
Wife beating questions is ‘another neat chcre for a’ propagandist, but
hardly for a serious researcher.. Dy the way, speaking of. PICA Type,
when you offered me $100. fér ecach genuine PICA type memo etc you .
mentioned you were doing an’ article. Perhaps you could: supply a copy?.

Surely you .correct your false concluszons ‘about . cha Type and the
myriad of others you have made? '

|-"
¥

I repeat  YOUR M TRIAT 'I’BE SEPT 24 AND OCTOBLR l. SIGNATURES ARB 37

ID ICAC, 1S TOTALLY FALSB. , :
, §;g Try meaaurxng the length of the cross . -
g;! : + < bar on the T and the width of the signa
S afiton T. Frie marScwnceConsullam- Leclmut;“'-‘tA%mgqul&ngca;uB in question.Then RETRAC?_

Di squsted i n Fredericton

.

o



;'g/f? - _ . PHILIP J. KLASS

404 “N” BT. SOUTHWEST
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20024

1202) 584-3901

September 20, 1989

T e e e . R R Sk e s T o e e

‘"SMOKING GUN' CONFIRMS “THAT MJ {2 DO ENTS ‘ARE COUNTERFEIT ~~ -

;fl'ufz S A person s hand—written _signature is_like a snowflake-=no -~ -~ & -
e --two_are identical. - - - G o '

Before the advent of the "Xerox Era," and the "Auto—pen"

- machine,  the very existence of two identical signatures was

S considered to be "very strong evidence of forgery, _.-according to
=% the-book - "Questioned Documents,”  authored by:- Albert-s;'OSborn;'

N publlshed in 1978.  Osborn notes that "the fact that two

... 8lgnatures.. are = very: nearly alike’ “is not-alone" necessarlly an

indication of -forgery of one or both but the questlon‘ is whether

they are susp1c1ously alike."™ - (Emphasis added.). .- - .. '

The -MJ-12 papers that were released by William L. Moore,

--Jaime Shandera and..Stanton T. “Friedman- "in May, 1987, reportedly -

. Were received on 35 mm.-film by Shandera on Dec.. 11, 1984. The

‘"“MJ-lzwdocuments consistédof-. what. - . purported “to--be -a-briefing

- paper. for: - President-elect Elsenhower, seemlngly written by- Rear-'~ SN

_jAdm. Rs H_lellenkoetter, -and_~a purported: memorandum” signed by’ - A

= t-—Harry —Truman —to’ Defense’ “Secretary .James Forrestal, ™ v

zdated September. 24.,- 1947, - which called- for "the creation of
"Operatlon Majestlc Twelve" (MJ- 12) j“]T.ftT s T :

™ THE = "HARRY - TRUMAN" SIGNATURE ON- THIS MJ-12 - LETTER . IS

~1DENTICAL TO. THE- ‘SIGNATURE ON’ "AN “"AUTHENTIC: ‘LETTER THAT TRUMAN - -T0:77 . .

© "*WROTE TO DR. VANNEVAR BUSH ON.OCTOBER 1, 1947. ’'FURTHER, THE MJ- ~ - ..°

12 SIGNATURE IS "SUSPICIOUSLY ALIKE" THE ONE OF OCTOBER 1, 1947,

~ - IN.THAT BOTH HAVE A-SMALL- (accidental) SCRATCH--MARK NEAR THE LEFT *~-— =~ -
~ UPPER PART OF THE RIGHT- HAND VERTICAL STROKE OF THE LETTER "H". ~ =~ !

'aﬁk-m- Photo-coples of-both--signatures ‘are supplled“-so "you can- “i- ¢ -
..superimpose.them - and hold them.-up to-a- llght -source--for your own - e
examlnatlon. The Truman signature and ‘small "scratch mark" . -
--the MJ-12-" memo are slightly heavier than-on the- or191na1 oct? 1;‘“‘““”‘-‘.
..1947, ~letter, - as a result of multiple photo copylng operatlons : :
used 1n maklng the hoax document . : .
Qiif-tphoto—coples ‘of - other- known-to be-authentic Truman signa-
tures, written durlng the same time-period, are included 'so that . -

- You can-'make a similar comparison with the authentic Truman- 0ct.~ -
'*1,' 1947,; letter-signature - to substantiate that each: genuine ‘
B signature ‘is. unique. (Copies of the complete letters from which
o 51gnatures were taken are ava11ab1e on request.)’ : :

¢

S ' _ --more--




MJ-12 SMOKING GUN: -2- | Sept. 20, 1989

Because this Truman memorandum is counterfelt, Clearly the"

= f11m, is” also Al counterfeit " because it includes a’
-reference to a "special classified executIve order of President
Truman on 24 September, 1947...° involving Bush and Forrestal..

w7 7 (Numerous 6ther flaws which indicate the Hlllenkoetter br1ef1ng

f; pPaper . is. _counterfeit are detailed " in- my two: artlcles in The

Today, there are 31gnature machlnes, such as the "Auto-pen,"®
manufactured by a small company near Washington D.C., used by the
White House, by Congress, and others, which can create any number

f'see%sngupaperﬂ'contafﬁed‘on tHée™ samei“*

... ©f- identical signatures for’ busy executives whose signatures, are"-. -

needed for 1arge numbers of outgoing letters. The first such.
... 7. machine made its . government debut during . the - Truman -
.. _.__Administration for use. in--the - Defense Dept., according - to an -
“,artlcle in the Aug. 22, 1989, edltlon of The Washlngton Post

Was such a machlne ‘in use 1n the’ White House in 1947, when
; the Truman MJ-12 memo- purportedly was written?  ‘In - response to -
~my’ query,~‘the ‘director. of" the -Harry -'S.. Truman Library--dr.-

~archives staff has “never. found in the-White House files an

-added.)’ j’ T : R R SIS S

-‘House- in~1947;7 it "would take Tess time for ‘the - President to sign ™

the single MJ-12 memo than. to call and ask hlS secretary to- take
1t to the 51gnature machlne'“fﬂlr -

Others have earlier p01nted “olt’ another susp1c1ous flaw in-
-: the alleged Truman memo’ to Forrestal« " This is-the fact that the -

‘dlfferent machlne than the one used to type "September.

The loglcal explanatlon for thlS is’ that the: counterfelter
“"Used a 30+ year old machlne to make it appear that the memo- was '
Lwrltten ,1nwr1947., :But the -ancient- vintage- ‘machine's numerical”’

" keys were - 1noperat1ve,_ forcing ‘the - counfeiter to type the-
-‘numerical part of the date on a more modern machine and paste it
=rini= If ‘this “weré-an “authentic Truman memo, it 'would indicate:
.-that the- President's secretary did not have" access to a fully -
?operable typewrlter—-whlch is’ unthlnkable. S

~

% -+ made public the MJ-12 papers in the spring of 1987, knew shortly
*. . after their release--more than two years. ago-—that the Truman
signature on the MJ-12 memorandum -was identical to the one on

. Truman's Oct. 1, 1947 letter to Bush. -

- numerical portion of the - date--"24, 1947"-—was typed . using a_'

Stanton T. Friedman, who toqether w1th Moore and ‘Shandera -

ev1dence that Truman ever used -a- 51gnature machlne._"_ (Emphasisg™:

;§, Even lf - a srgnature machlne nad been 1nsta11ed in thé white -

‘Benedict -K.Z Zobrist--wrote- me July 25,°7°1989, to- say: nMY““““

;¥¥?—~———Skept1ca1 anulrer,'TWLnter 1987-88, Spring 1988. })“"fs v j?r”' e



Sincerely your

januaryl4 1947
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September 24, 19&7-

‘my feeling that any future
= -g&-to-the-ultimate disposition-
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MJ-12 SMOKING GUN: _ . -3= Tt sept. 20, 1989 ¢ --

Friedman reported this fact in his article published in the
Sept./Oct. 1987, issue . of International UFO Reporter. But he -
1i that the "match" between. the signature on the Oct. 1 s
= Eash-andotho-Sept ii24zMI-tizneno dndicated, that sthe-MIz oomuss
12 documeﬁf“"wé?“'authentiéf~Whénf.inwwfact@itmnevealedgjust-thef37?=
o opposite. (I am indebted to Christopher D. Allan of the U.K. for
-: -~ _ bringing Friedman's claim to my attention, and to Joe Nickell for

supplying references from the book "Questione@fﬁoéuments;F)um.¢».-fg¢_;,ﬂaw

ffFéff?liiifﬁfiéaﬁaﬁféﬁd“mbofe_aré:belieoed-tq;;navg;qbtained%tachény£f~f-—%ﬂ<éf
\ —

+7 7" the authentic Oct. 1, 1947, Truman-Bush memorandum from the Bush.

. collection in the Manuscript Div. of =~ the Library - of Congress at IR
least several years before the MJ-12 papers reportedly were

_received. Their perusal of the Bush papers in the Library of
‘congress was prompted-byia51950.memonandum written by a Canadian -

.~ scientist, named Wilbert B Smith.. -His.memo. claimed that the

' .-_.. U.S. government- was conducting a highly classified investigation - --

=i - -— into "flying saucers™ which was-headed by Busb. .. ... .~

Evideﬁcé of"Friédhanfsfanéymﬁdofgfs‘réééarch.]intowthe Bush
. .papers -can’ _be- found.. in;,Moqreﬂsﬂ‘midf1982agMUFQNU7conference ;
proceedings papéri“ZMeregdisclosedggthatg_Bushy*had&areturned.tol‘;

if ‘Washington  about - Sept. -16; :'1947; and .-on, Sept..24, 1947, he.and ' . . . __

;Eorrestalahad;met"wigﬁgmggmap,ggndm EushghadfgagreedytguuheﬁdLpheﬁ;é;¢gn‘
-Pentagon's _new researchjand“deyelopment_bqatd}1f*“”” S g

: £ this.-year, Friedman - received a- $16,000-grant from. ... . ... .
“the Fund: for UFO Reseaﬁchwﬂﬁdgpiﬁu:the:_ginvegtigatiqn,ﬂinto the - - . < -
féggpenticity‘off~the_MJr12qpaperslg.IrohicaLly{_he;alreadehadfinl

Aok - -

o S ATTEMPTING —TO DETERMINE. THE PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE FOR CREATING . . ... .
i THESE COUNTERFEIT DOCUMENTS BY ~RESPONDING FULLY. AND CANDIDLY TO i~ == .
efk;;f@-quREQUESTs,FOR,INFORMATlouggalﬁremind.Friedman,and Moore that in . .

" °. Their 1981 MUFON paper, they quoted  Albert Einstein. as follows:. . - .= -
- - "The right to search for the truth-implies:also.a duty; one must-- - Lo -

il Tot. conceal any. part:ofiwhat one has recognized to.be the t;uth,”,;h:“'

S el T

[Repfbduced*below*isﬁ?resident;g$gﬁmaﬁfs;authenti“isignaturegh:;,,y,gg
T T from his. - Oct., 1, ..1947,- letter. to Dr.: Vannevar Bush, Compare it. .°° "
o . "with the MJ-12 signature, : and wi;h;uothén ‘authentic signatures. " . |
i . reproduced on the attached-page.] . .% SR A SR

o 2 = —
- 5
» ; " (Authentic) . .
s -- K . — ol
- - . ) e S BRI T
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Notes by STFriedman. 9/29/89; Fere 1s yet another example of massive.

misrepresentationhy,_ PJK. . The., signatures .1a;e;'
IDENTICAL.Judgments based PHILYP Ui KLASS oL

on 9 signatures give no

404 "N ST. SOUTHWEST

indication of how ClOSE& wASHINGTON. D. . 20024

various signatures can be

especially if selected to be'20% 3343901

different. The charges are as absurd

as previouspnes on. PICA

PO 23000001 __STF B e

;typefbasgéqupgyna;,

_.September

P

o e

A _person's hand-written

two are identical.

Before the advent of-

the "Xerox Era," and the "Auto-pen"
‘machine, the very existence of two identical signatures was
considered to be "very strong evidence of forgery, " according to

the book "Questioned Documents,“, authored by Albert s. Osborn,
published in 1978. Osborn notes that “the fact that two
signatures - are very nearly alike 1is not alone necessarily an
indication of forgery of one or both but the question
they are suspiciously alike." (Emphasis added.)

‘is whether

The MJ-12 papers that were released by William L. Mbbre,"
Jaime Shandera and Stanton T. Friedman in May, 1987,

.wWere received on 35 mm.
MJ-12 documents consisted

Adm. R.H. Hillenkoetter, a
President Harry Truman

dated September 24, 1947
"Operation Majestic Twelve

HE "HARRY TRUMAN"
-’/I;I%TO THE SIGNATURE . THAT TRUM
“WROTE TG — DR. VANNEVAR BUSH CIOBER 1, 1947. FURTHER, THE MJ- '
12 SIGNATURE IS "SUSPICIOUSLY ALIKE™\THE ONE OF OCTOBER 1, 1947,
L (accidzmry -

IN THAT BOTH HAVE

film by Shandera on' Dec. 11,
of what purported to be

to Defense Secretary James
+ Which " called for the
" (MJ-12). ‘

SIGNATURE ON THIS MJ-12
ON AN AUTHENTIC LETTER

) SCRATCH MARK NE

reportedly

1984, The -

a briefing
bpaper for President-elect Eisenhower,.seeminqu written by Rear-
nd a purported memorandum signed by

Forrestal,
creation of

LETTER 1IS

AR THE LEFT

UPPER PART OF THE RIGHT-HAND VERTICAL STROKE OF'THE‘LETﬁER_”H"}

Photo~-copies of both
superimpose them and hold
examination. The Truman
the MJ-12 memo are slight
1947, letter, as a resul

used in making the hoax document. * STF: Another

o Photo-copies . of other kilown-to-be-authentic Trum . '
“tures; written during the same time-period, are -included! "so that. .
. make a similar comparison with the authentic REETIN
1, 1947, ~letter-signature to substantiate. that each. genuine. ",

* signature is unique. (Copies of the:completeflettérs
: signaturesfwere taken are available on request.) = -

gﬁafdresove&'eéch other on a
- i A

you ‘can

STF:J advise anybody to check the two si

light table. They are

signatures are supplied’
them up to a light source f
signature and small "scratc
ly heavier than on the origi
t of multiple.photo-copyiﬁg

AL
NOT IDENTIF' 77;?

h( ‘ - ,-‘ .
SO you can’ ' .
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_numerical part of the date on a more modern machine and paste it -

-PEOY

STF: Start with a false premise and draw FALSE CONCLUSIONS.". the
Klassical approach to truth. I suspect that PJK is so angry at’ L
me for proving him wrong about PICA type and having to pay me - -
$1000.00 to boot)that he will grasp. at any straw and at any .charge.

MJ-12 SMOKING GUN: -2- Sept. 20,.1989

Because this Truman memorandum is counterfeit, clearly the

-alleged Hillenkoetter MJ-12 briefing~paperywcongainedwonfthe?ﬁﬁme;““
35 mm. film, is also a counterfeit because it includes a

reference to a "special classified executive order of President - . .

Truman on 24 September, 1947..." involving Bush and Forrestal.

(Numerous other flaws which indicate the Hillenkoetter briefing
bPaper is counterfeit are detailed in my two articles,in The

e————

Skeptical Inquirer, [Winter 1987-88, Spring 1988.])

- Today, there are signature machines, such as the "Auto-pen,"

manufactured by a small company near Washington D.C., used by the
White House, by Congress, and others, which can create any number
of identical signatures for busy executives whose signatures are
needed for large numbers of outgoing - letters. The first such
machine  made its government debut during the Truman
Administration for use in the Defense Dept., according to an
article in the Aug. 22, 1989, edition of The Washington Post,

Was such a machine in use_in the White House in 1947, when
the Truman MJ-12 memo purportedly was written? In response to
my query, the director of the Harry S. Truman Library--Dr.
Benedict K. Zobrist--wrote me on July 25, 1989, to say: "My

archives staff has never found in .the White House files any.

evidence that Truman ever used a signature machine."” (Emphasis
added.) : S -

Even if a signature machine had been installed in the-White
House in 1947, it would take less time for the President to sign
the single MJ-12 memo than to call and ask his secretary to take
it to the signature machine! . ' -

Others have earlier pointed out another. suspicious flaw in
the alleged - Truman memo to Forrestal. This is the fact that the

numerical portion of the date--"214,. 1947"--was typed = using a-
different machine than the one used to type "September." STF: How

enient to_ ignore the period after the date!!! - .
‘ The logical explanation for vthisris»that.the counterfeiter
used a 30+ year old machine to make it appear that the memo was

written in 1947. But the ancient-vintage machine's numerical

keys were inoperative, forcing the counfeiter to type the

in. If this were an authentic Truman memo, it would indicate
that the President's secretary did not have access to a fully

operable typewriter--which is unthinkable. How utterly abSU?Q}ﬁ?FW'ffiﬁéa'.

vided an NSC memo with an elite date and PICA text!!

Truman's Oct. 1, 1947 letter to Bush.

-~ -

PR
Pt ose ot

_ Stanton T. Friedman, who together with. Moore and Shandera .’ SR
.. made public the MJ-12 papers in the spring of 1987, knew shortly = . =

 .after their release--more than two-' years :'ago-=-that the Truman . ..
©~ " signature on the MJ-12 memorandum was ::identical to ‘the one on .




<o

smmwmtsteo L 2o document. o was:. authentic.. when--in fact it revealed just the-- s

MJ-12 SMOKING GUN: | -3- | Sept. 20, 1989,

Friedman reported this fact in his article published in the
Sept./Oct. 1987, issue of International UFO Reporter. But he
implied that the "match" between the signature on the Oct. 1
letter to Bush and the Sept. 24 MJ-12 memo indicated that the MJ-

e I NS

opposite. (I am 1ndebted to Christopher D. Allan of the U.K. for
bringing Friedman's claim to my attention, and to Joe Nickell for

4 supplying references from the book "Questioned Documents.")

Friedman and Moore are believed to have obtained a copy of
the authentic Oct. 1, 1947, Truman-Bush memorandum from the Bush
collection in the Manuscript Div. of - the Library of Congress at
least several vyears before the MJ-12 papers reportedly were
received. Their perusal of the Bush -papers in the Library of
Congress was- prompted by a 1950 memorandum written by a Canadian
scientist; named Wilbert B. Smith. His memo <c¢laimed that the
U.S. government was conducting a highly classified investigation
into "flying saucers" which was headed by Bush..

Evidence of Friedman's and Moore's research into the Bush
papers can be found in - Moore's mid-1982 MUFON conference
proceedings paper. - Moore disclosed that Bush had returned to
Washington about Sept.. 16, 1947, and on Sept. 24, 1947, he and
Forrestal had met with Truman, and Bush had agreed to6 head the
Pentagon's new research and development board. ~

Earlier this year, Friedman received a $16,000 grant from
the Fund for UFO Research for further investigation  into the
authenticity of the MJ-12 papers. Ironically, he already had in
his posssession the "smoking gun."

. I INVITE MOORE, SHANDERA AND/OR FRIEDMAN TO JOIN ME IN
ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE . THE PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE FOR CREATING
THESE COUNTERFEIT DOCUMENTS BY RESPONDING FULLY AND CANDIDLY 'TO
MY REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION. I remind Friedman and Moore that in
their 1981 MUFON paper, they quoted Albert Einstein as follows:
"The right to search for the truth implies also a duty; one must’
not conceal any part of what one has recognized to be the truth."

[(Reproduced below is President Truman's authentic signature.
from his Oct. 1, 1947, letter to Dr. Vannevar Bush. Compare it = =
with the MJ-12 signature, and with other authentic signatures
reproduced on the attached page.]

October 1, 1947 -

4'(Authenticf:f
T

I
y
i

i
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‘ THE WHITE HOUSE
. WASHINGTON

1

“.October 1, 1947

e U L w0 e 0 8 MR w1 Al s i

| o Dea.f*Dr. 'Bush:‘

I appreciated very much your »goodA

ek s

Ul %UOTIFOVLT0D Y} woidy PoOOIPoLda}

P ~letter of September twenty-sixth and I hope

i
¢
i

'

"
oyl

things=will work out in'a satisfactory manner

this-coming season.,

Dr. Vannevar Bush

, S Chairman

‘ ] The Joint Research and Development Board
Washmgton 25, D, C,
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Speeu ang CAEUTIUN UPUINI yUUI WU GBARINEY NTLeal eor "
this matter shall be nmwounwa to only as Operation

Ma jestic Twelve.

It continues to be my feeling that any future
considerations relative to the ultimate disposition
of this matter should rest solely with the Office
of the President following appropriate discussions
with yourself, Dr. Bush w:o the Director of Central

Intelligence.

L)
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Hard-core "Smear" fan JOHN BARLOW writes:

"...I read your recent newsletter and decided to put
the lie to a quote from Jerry Clark. Right here I take a
deep breath and admit that not only do I read every issue
of 'Saucer Smear' but enclosed please find $10.00., Not only
do I read it but I also collect it. 'Saucer Smear' provides
an alternative t0 masturbation which is something I don't
do. Sadly, I can't say I actually understand much that's
printed in 'Smear's' fulsome pages...."

- Famed researcher BILL MOORE writes as follows:

"...Next comes the odd matter of dear 'Dr.' Armen Vic-
: torian (alias Henry Azadehdel, alias Henry Gray, alias Dr.
Henry, etc.) and his strange claim (in 'Smear') to have uncovered the fact
that 'there could not have been an Executive Order with the number 092447'
and that this therefore proves that the MJ-12 documents are bogus. Whether
the documents are bogus or not remains an open question, but the question of
the so-called Executive Order number is certainly not original to Mr. What-
ever-his-Name-is, much as he would like us to believe so. In fact, it was I
myself who first raised this question, on Page 61 of 'The MJ-12 Documents:
An Analytical Report'...." ' :

And, our olde pal STANTON FRIEDMAN writes, on the same theme:

"Congrats on 40 years of ufological activities. 'Saucer Smear' is the
one UFO publication I read immediately. Laughs are needed in this grim ufol-
ogical world. : '

"I am enclosing copies of my detailed response to Armen Victorian's
totally off the wall article about the Truman-Forrestal memo, Special Class-
ified Executive Order 092447. My piece was published in the same publica-
tion, 'UFO Magazine', in England. Since writing it I have also been able to
prove that the day, month, year, ‘notation was used by the State Department
as part of its filing system, and I have also obtained considerably more info
re MJ-12 documents. There are some surprises in store for those arm-chair .
theorists like Victorian and others who reject the documents for such utter-
.1y. outlandish reasons as that the date format doesn't match the government
style manual!..." :

CHRISTOPHER ALLAN, an Englishmah with a slightly skeptical bent,writes:

"I shall not bore your readers by replying in detail to Bill Moore's
insults. Suffice to say that I have responded to him .in detail and answered
most of his points, and raised a few more. However, readers may be interest-
ed to know that Moore has sent me three free copies of 'Far Out' Magazine
(of which he is an editor), has offered to print in 'Focus' something I have
already published elsewhere, and even asked me to comment on another revised
paper of his on the Aztec, N.M. UFO crash. Not bad going for someone who was:
nominated 'asshole of the year' (by Moore) not so long ago! 1In fact, quite
an honor, I would say. Perhaps I shall soon be made a director of the Fair
Witless Project? ~ L o

"By the way, Bill has told me that he is 'not at all convinced that the
Roswell device was extraterrestrial’, although he still considers it the best
explanation for the evidence at present."

Researcher TOM MbIVER writes:

"Will 'Saucer Smear' be reviewing the new film Phil Klass is in? No,
not the movie of the Travis Walton case; I mean CSICOP's new promotional
video, which also includes famed skeptic Al Seckel of the phony credentials
and false financial claims.... ' :

"In Jan. 1991 Klass claimed, as reported in 'Saucer Smear', that an
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“Dr. Willy Smith
' UNICAT Project
1200 Murcott Ct.
Longwood, FL 32779

December 31, 1990

Dear Bill:

I have read with great care your interesting piece of work,
and I have learned many things that I didn’t know about your
research and the documents that preceded the MJ-12 release.

As Yyou know, my main activity is building up a database of
high quality UFO cases, and thus I was quite interested when
you say (page 28, left column) that you have some hundred
pages or so of unpublished CIRVIS reports and that some of
they are rather good cases. Is there any way to obtain a copy
of those reports?

While reading your paper, 1 was surprised to find Bruce’s
contribution, and after reading it in detail, I realized that
his arguments are incorrect. That prompted me to review the
method, resulting in the paper enclosed here.

I want to emphasize that my criticism is directed toward
Bruce, who I think 1is not a reliable researcher after his
shameless support of the Gulf Breeze fraud, and NOT toward
your work or you.

I am sending you a copy for publication, that is, if you find
the criticism interesting. I have not yet circulated the
article among the UNICAT associates, but I will do so if you
indicate that you are not interested in publishing the
material. Please let me know your reactions as soon as you
can, preferably by pbone (407-774-4064).

Best regards,

g
\_,,////////’/’/’

Encl: A CRITICAL COMMENTARY



A CRITICAL COMMENTARY

Abstract

This critique addresses only the POSTSCRIPTUM that appears
under the by-line of Dr. Bruce Maccabee in a recent
analytical report released by Moore et al. (Ref. 1, p. 72),
and does not imply any intent to evaluate the report as a
whole.

Dr. Maccabee's contribution is no more than another example
of his recently acquired propensity to fall for the Cartesian
fallacy, 1i.e., confusing a c¢lear argument with a correct
argument. The reasoning is based on faulty premises, and the
conclusion that "the data do not support the claim that the
signatures are identical"™ is unwarranted. On the contrary, a

more careful analysis seems to indicate that -- to use
Osborn's terminology-- the signatures are suspiciously
‘similar.

Discussion '

The issue at hand is whether or not two Truman signatures
have a common ancestry. The two specimens are: (a) the
signature appearing on the so-called Truman Memorandum, one
of the «c¢rucial MJ-12 documents dated September 24, 1947
[Illustration "G" in Ref. 1]; and (b) the signature on a
short letter from President Truman to Dr. Bush, dated October
1, 1947, known to be genuine [Illustration "H" in Ref. 1].

The problem is not as simple as it seems, as we do not have
originals but copies several generations removed, obtained by
using both copiers and photographic methods. As Dr. Maccabee
points out, copying devices sometimes have slightly different
horizontal and vertical magnifications, resulting in
distortions of the copies. Thus, a straight line in the
original could appeared shortened or stretched in the copy.

However, horizontal 1lines will not be affected by the
vertical distortion, and likewise, vertical lines will not be
affected by the horizontal distortion. On the contrary,
slanted lines will be affected both ways, depending on the
angle with respect to the horizontal. In principle, each
specimen has different and unknown vertical and horizontal
magnifications and to take ratios of corresponding
measurements in both specimens is meaningless, as the scale
factors do not cancel. Here 1is where Dr. Maccabee went
astray. As shown in Ref. 1, p. 72, he took the ratios of 8
pairs of corresponding segments in both specimens, which of
course leads to a variety of dissimilar results. In addition,
the pairs of values referred to as "predominantly vertical"
(d and g in Fig. 1) are far from being so. This figure is a
generic representation of both specimens, in which the
different lengths of interest have been marked "a", "b", "c",
etc. The numerical values measured for each specimen are
listed on page 55 of Ref.l.
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To simplify the discussion, let A be the possible common
ancestor of G and H. If we now consider two horizontal
measurements in specimen G and determine their ratio, the
scale factor is the same and will cancel, giving us the ratio
of similar segments in A. Notice that this is a true
invariant, remaining the same regardless of the number of
copying operations. Likewise, if we repeat the procedure with
the measurements from H, the (different) scale factor cancels
and the ratio should be once again equal to the ratio of
those two segments in the original. If both results are the
same, A is the common ancestor of both G and H.

The first step 1is to determine the horizontal in the
specimens, which can be easily done by referring to the
typewritten text. Using the reproduction on page 107 of Ref.
1, and illustration H on page 55 (in which "Sincerely yours "
is typed), we find that the horizontal passes through the
bottom left point of the H in "Harry" and the bottom of the

a" in Truman. This is true for both specimens.

It is obvious then that "a" , "b" and "c¢" are not exactly
horizontal, and moreover, the end points of those segments
are not clearly defined in the reproductions on page 55 of
Ref. 1, no doubt due to the distortions of the duplicating
process. To minimize errors, the best thing is to use the
longer available segments, namely "e", "f" and "h", which
also happen to have very well defined ends in the drawings,
allowing a rather accurate determination of the slopes
involved. The details are shown in Fig. 2, and using the
measurements for both specimens the following table was.
constructed, in which we have conserved the digits to the
third decimal place.

______________________________________________ e -
Specimen | Segment Length, mm Horizontal Vertical
Ref.l, p.55 component compoqent
__________________ i DS EIPIPII SEIPUNPIPIIDPIPIPE SPpEIOPEIPRPEPPR
e(= ED) 48.8 46.587 14.525
G f(= ¢cD) 61.1 49.411 35.945
h(= GF) 79.9. 79.295 9.483
] e(= ED) | 475 | - 15,347 | 14.138 |
H f(= CD) 59.5 48.118 35.003
L h(= GF) 77.1 ] 76.516 - 9.151 |

Next, we find the ratios of all possible pairs of horizontal
and vertical segments, for both G and H separately. Since the
original measurements have only 3 significant digits, we
round off the results to the same number of digits.
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Horizontal : Vertical
Ratios ----é ------- ﬁ---j ------ ;--W--—é -----
et [ eas | oe2 | a0 | a0s
[ em | . se8 | .593 | 1.53 | 1.54
ICCIN N NN WRERCE EXCIN

The numerical results speak for themselves: the two specimens
derive from a common ancestor.

Conclusion

As shown in the above table, the ratios of any two vertical
or horizontal segments are essentially the same for both
specimens, thus indicating a common ancestry. Since specimen
H 1is known to be authentic, i.e. a direct copy of a verified
original, it follows that specimen G is also a copy of the
same original.

In addition, comparison by superposition of both specimens on
a light table, verifies that the two signatures are similar,
but not identical. This is to be expected, if we consider the
above results as valid and specimen G was obtained from H by
tracing or more sophisticated methods. The thicker lines of
specimen G, which are apparent in the reproductions, help to
mask tracing irregularities and/or defects. Moore et al.
devote some space (Ref. 1, p. 57) to discuss discrepancies
existing between the two specimens, but all of them could be
ascribed to the procedure used to lift the signature from the
original document. The differences are, at any rate, minor
and do not invalidate the argument presented in this paper
which is based on the published numerical values of the
measurements. Admittedly, the analysis could be refined if
better drawings of the specimens with more precise definition
of the end points of the segments were to become available.

Dr. Willy Smith
UNICAT Project
Jan. 1, 1991
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.v ~ THE WHITE HOUSE
% , . o WASHINGTON
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September 24, 1947.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Dear Secretary Forrestals

As per our recent conversation on this matter,
you are hereby authorized to proceed with all due
- speed and caution upon your undertaking. Hereafter
this matter shall be referred to only as Operation
Majestic Twelve. : S |

‘It continues to be my feeling that any future
considerations relative to the ultimate disposition
of this matter should rest solely with the Office
of the President following appropriate discussions
with yourself, Dr. Bush and the Director of Central

Intelligence.
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this matter shall be nawounon to o:w% as Operation

Ma jestic Twelve. |,

It oo:nwscmm.ao be my wompwsm that any future
considerations relative to the ultimate disposition
‘of this matter should rest solely with the Office
- of the President following appropriate discussions
‘with yourself, Dr. Bush and the Director of Central

Intelligence.
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- Doing good

Scems like every, week lh(.le a.

bunch of enter l.unus gcmng to-
gether to pitch us oi soine wortny
cause. Save the fnmlly farm. Savc
the Amuazon rain forcats Plug ’
thic hole in the ozone. That kind of |
thing. It almost pets to where you
wish there'd be a bit of scandal in-
volved to derail these do- -gooders"
Scemingly incvitable rise to saint-
hood. Well, maybe we got it

Clamour magazine quotes -

actress/l unny person Sandra Bem—
-hard saying “I think for a lot of -
these charitics, the money doesn't
eéver get where it's supposed to go.”
' Ms. Bernhard worked with the
celebrity-studded benefit for rain.
forests at the l}rooklyn Academy of
Music last year. She says expenscs
“lor everybody's travel and hotels
were outrageous” and she

| . about Harry Truman and his UFO

Shucks. All that lime lhe slory

memo i mebody's creation. .

UFO hoax

docsn't think any money went to the / Well, unother weird story bites

cause the event pufpon lcd to sup-
port. R

L I
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Trouble for' Arlas? -

In private, Costa Rican reporters
are helping spread a story about .
outlgoing President Oscar Arias
hat has reached as far as Capitol
Hill in the United States. But the -
veporters won't go on the record
with the story because of Costa
Rica's very strict laws on what can
be reported, . "

. The rumor concerns a certam
i, young lady who is not Mrs: Arias.
" But Mrs. Arias is said to be aware
‘of the situation and planning a re-
talintory strike. The-story goes that
the juicier details will become -
known Muy 8 when Nobel Peace, -
Prize-winncr Mr. Arias steps asnde.
to be replaced by recently elected
Ral‘acl Angcl Caldéron Fournier:.
\J"l

\.:» RS .‘:.

Harwood re-ups ¥

Richard IHarwood has extended
his contract as ombudsman at Thc-
Washingtun Dost. Thc town had .
been awash in rumors to the con-
trary, including a scenario involv-
ing the return of galhvannng for-
clgn correspondent Jir Hoagland
.o fill the siot Me. Hnrwood would
vacate

“Not in the neaf future." Mr.
Harwood said. In fact, he said, the
lloagland notion is “a new one on
me." However, he dld conhrm one s
tidbil without much detail. He is”

working on a book, but the project

won't require dcparlure from his..

pncécm duties' mytlme soon}s‘.‘n;.g' "

the dust. We were greatly intrigued
_ by the tale circulating for some

years about.the 1947 memo from -

President Harry ‘Iruman to De-
fense Seeretary Junes Forrestal ©
authorizing project *Majestic

Twelve.” The project involved inves: .

tigation of a crashed flying saucer .
and some alien bodics found at Ros-
“well, N.M. Rumor has even had it

. that the remains of the space ahcns_ :

had been vicwed by such luminar.
ies as the late Jackic Gleason.

i According to a vescarcher for
. the Committee for the Scientific In-
vestigation of Claims of the Para- -

" normal, the ‘Numan signature was

- lifted from another; rather less ex-

. otic document. Now identical sig- ..

natures may be as rare as identical
snowflakdg, but there's still room

. for hope. Such hopes, however,
“should be dispelied by other infor-

- mation in the committec’s mag-

" azine, Skeptical Inquirer. Scems the’
" text of the 1947 document wis
.typed on a 1963 model Smith-
Corona lypcwmer

ANEEE S

8 ' Scruggs, the former‘mfnntrymnn
* " who conccived of the memorial and

- .. officials said. The fund now has "n

' Qulite a launch

American Enterprise Institute
has launched a new magazine,
American Enterprise, with the [i |rst
cdition to hit the streets in a fow .
days. Before it’s cven off the
presses, though they've scoreda -
major coup in having an article
picked up by The New Republic.

- “Gorbachev's Intellectual Honesty”,
by AE! resident schalar Joshua
- Mravchik, appears in the current
issue of 'l‘NR. Editors at American '

Enterpnse think Mr. Mrnvclliks nc-’ H

;% chief at the Agnculmre Depart) '[‘

A8,
" count of why Mili‘l;{fli{Gorbiichcv 'is
. doing whatever it is that he's doing
will stand as the niajor anal sisof - .
the Gorby phcnomcdon Editors ut :
TNR seem 10 agree; 1! o
ol S
\:- Y (P S
The wall cracks el

The Victnam Vetcrans Mcmorlal ;
Fund, Inc., is uppealmg for funds to "
seal cracks that have developed in
the granite Vietnam Memorial wall. _
“As I write to you today, I desper-.+ -
ately hope that great healing spirit -

© still exists, because we need your.; . .
help urgently” reéads a sollcllnllon j"
signed by fund Prcsldcnt Jan | , .'

saw it through to.¢ompletion in .
1982. “Our attornéys have filed a 4 ¥,
claim against the contructors, but
that muy take yeabs!Quite frankly, .
your mcmorial'can't waitl ., . We !
‘need to raise $376,500" .

~ Some of the money will be uscd
to correct mlsspellmg in names on -
the wall. The stated | aim of the [ und
drive is to raise betvyccn $1 million i:
and $1.5 million, cnoush to bulid an i

“endowment for funlrc nnprovc- " ‘:
ments, repairs and contmgcncncs,

.1'-
i\

IR ,. [
Doy IR

What they read

The Washingtoh ptess corps has |
a reputation to rithintain for being a ™
cut above the ordindry provincial o
scribblers of America, soone.’ ' 7!
- Tnight suspect that thelr tastesin
reading matter would runto the .
erudite and profound, at least. -1 .:
Members of the National Press ¥ '
Club put that theory to the test o Y
their 12ty annual book fair re- -
cently, and you bé the judge. Best
scller: “First Father, First Daugh—
ter, by Maurcer: ‘Reaganil i -,
Closcly following Mo's musmgs
in sales, we hastdn fo add; was'
Judge Robert Bdrk's “The - .':';", M
Tempting of Amenca" )

o “peob .! .' v ¥

Quotable.i:
“I'm asking managers to think -

. about whether hiring a 62-ycnnold i
;whnc male scicatist would give you'
the best value fof.your buck. I don't,

_think those kind$ of questions hnve i

© beenasked” od g B Ll
— Adis Vila, 36, new personnel {.

$450 000 in'the bank

et

L e

P o P

ment, on how she intends to go:?
about chmﬁ;mg the composition of r

. the USDA work force: .0 s, ‘

n'@ l?— John Elvln

b
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THE WHITE HOUSE

"WASHINGTON .
- ' September 26, 1949

Dear Bob:

You don’t know how much I enjoyed the visit
with you the other day. It was certainly a

pleasure to see you and have a chance for a
frank talk,

- I appreciate also your letter of the twenty-

second on the subject which we discussed,

I hope everything is going well with you and
that your family are in good health, [ also
hope that you will always drop in to see me
when you are in this part of the world,

Sincerely yo

ey

Honorable Robert P, Patterson
One Wall Street
New York 5, New York




THE WHITE HOUSE . '
WASHINGTON Decemberp 10, 1946 I
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Dear Cap: »
| . Thanks for your note of the - ]
sixth, enciosing me copy of the lettepr ‘
from Mr. A. M. Smith, Assistant Secretary, .’

The Colorado and New Mexico Coal Gperators _

Asscciat:lon.

I appreciated it— TeFY lm:h.

Honorable J. A. Krug
~ Secretary of the Interior )

Washington, D. C. ‘




o 1 apprecm.ted very ‘much. your letter oﬂ;} uly ﬂnrd_,: ,

~xdlram; sorry that I didn’t have a chance to talk w1tmy*cm»

“‘.you came’to the conclusmn you did on. tha.f crazy- dec1- _
‘»s'mn that: ha.s tled up the country. SN R

_ wrltmg'a monograph on just what makes Justices o
‘o‘i\the Supreme Court tick. There was no decision by | |

- the. inia;onty although there were seven oplmons against
s whatiwas: best for the country.

I dor)x’t see how a Court made up of so- called **Liberals’’ 1
¢ j’could do Wwhat'that Court did to me. I am going io find - -
i.out Just why before I qult this offlce. L ‘

A » Smce:rely yours

Honora.ble leham O Doug!as
- Justice of the Supreme Court - B
Washmgton 13 D.C. ’ foo - SR .

o s P ot ot o T+ e e At & A 4 ans oo

+
- ——a




!

rvev

i SSHIoND 40 RIVIETT ‘NOISIATA IJREDSONYR THL JO SNOLLOATICO

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON :
July 10, 1951

Dear Harold:

I appreciate most highiy yours of the ninth -

regarding the bill which affects the Tidelands
oil titles,

Every effort is being made to give away the oil
resources adjacent to the continental United
States and the most peculiar thing in connection
with it is that members of the Congress from .
inland states are perfectly willing to give away’
their birthright without a qualm. I don't under-
stand it. I really don't think they have enough
votes to pass the "‘big steal’ over my veto.

Sincéreiy yours,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes
v 3624 Prospect Avenue, N, W,

Washington 7, D, C.
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 ~THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON 4 ’
' January 24, 1951

Dear Harold;

I appreciated your note of the twenty-second.

- The gentleman to whom you refer is by no means

small in size - in fact he is rather large. I was
intrigued with your comments,

Sincerely yours,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes
3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W.
Washington 7, D, C.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 16, 1951

important ‘than any one individuval. I am glad
‘that you feel our action was right.

Dear Harold: ME A

a I want to thank you for your telegram ANT

i of April eleventh, and for your thoughtfulness

v in letting me know of your approval of the §

T replacement of General MacArthur. He has

gy ‘ rendered exceptional service in posts of great ARE

T responsibility which made this decision extremely . :

f" difficult, but the cause of world peace is more S

Very sincerely yours_,/,,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes,
362l Prospect Avenue, N. W.,
Washington 7, D. C.

{4 SSRONCO J0 RIVHETT ‘NOISIAIQ IATMDSANYW FHL 0 SNOLISATIOO FHL WOMd QIONACd
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 26, 1951

Dear Harold:

I appreciated very much yoﬁr letter
of the twenty-fo'urt}i regarding the Chicago Harbor,
I think you talked with me about this sometime ago

and [ am very much interested in it.

Sincerely yours, —

I AAAMG e —

Honorable Harold L.. Ickes
3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W.
Washington 7, D. C.
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- Honorable Julius A. Krug -

“E HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Septenber 25, 1947

Herewith is a copy of the report of
the Cormittee of European Zconomic Cooperation
for the use of your Tomiittee. Only a limited .
nunber of these mineograrhed reports swere received
from Paris but the report is being printed in full
by the Goverrment Printing Cffice as rapidly as
possitle. Adequate nurcbers of the printed report
will be made available to your Cormittee as soon as
they becone availabls, Volume I, the general report,
should be ready by the end of the week. Volume II,

"the technical appendices and supporting data, will

take gonewhat longer to print.

I should like for the committee of which
you are chairman to appraise this report in the
lizht of the studies it has been conducting con-=
cerning aid to foreign countries, ' ’

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C,
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j\HARRY S TRUMAN LIBRARY - \

¥
Ri

Presidéntfs Secretary's File

August 4, 1950

S ' sTE
Memorandum lor: i.ouis Johasoa / li N
. - . ' \} 7/"/ /ﬂ%‘h\%

From: - The President

[ am returning Ike's letter of july

thirty-first to you for your file,

HAT



]

E,\HARRY S TRUMAN LIBRARY - \g

President's Secretary's File

SEE———
-ty

y

February 2, 1951

ME.‘.MORANDUM‘FOR THE SECRETARY CF DEFENSE:

By direction of the President [ am
sending you herewith a copy of a letter he has
addressed to Admiral william M. Fechteler

| e
regarding his designation as one of the Supreme
Allied Commanders in the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization.

VATTHEW J. CONNELLY
Secretary to the President



f( e :=___ S

i| HARRY S TRUMAN LIBRARY - |

3 President's Secretary's File

L. onmme———

June 28, 1950

Memorandum: for: Secretary of Nelense

¥From: _ The “resident -

fitached 15 the correspondence which
you seat me regarding bor. ioth, together with Senator
Tydings request, After reading over the document 1 see
no reason why the Senator Shoulan't have the information

he requests,

HAT



HARKY S TRUMAN LIBRARY [ ‘
' - : ' L B
i}president"s Secretary's File V'
f?;". A
N s e T -Jl:?b PERLASSTET
. i ER EO. 1: 2, Sce. 3% and SO) of ®
R R : /2
B S ol xenar,ﬁqﬁzﬁ -
\ : : Ix«;‘r_:&_\{ﬂhﬁs Dulol;-s_;l-’- .
' N\, : November 2, 1949
- Qugany Sm "
dMemorandum for: Secretary of Defense
Yroni: The rresident
Iam returning the memorandum from
the Secretary oi the Army and Mr. McNeil's memorandum
. - s
on the Hudget.
N2
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¥, , THE WHITE HOUSE ’ s
Nashington

July 22, 1946b
Persongl. o
Dear Mr, Secretary:
Your confidential memorandum of the séventeenth in

regard to Dr. Vanr®var Bush has been carefully considered by
me. Dr. Bush was one of the first to be awarded the Medal

for Merit after the Special Board was set up and I organized

a ceremony for the presentation to him with all the honor that
possibly could go with it. He refused to appear for the Medal
and I am not in favor of the program which you and Mr,., Stimson
suggest, :

I never thought the Distinguished Service Medal should
go to clvilians and I am still of that opinion. Any change in .
favor of Dr. Bush after the Order, which I made last fall,
would be an admissi on the Medal for Merit is not equal to the

Distinguished Service Medal and that I'll never admit.

I have endeavored to make the Medal for Merit just as.

-‘important and just as hard to get as the Distinguished Service

Medal or Distinguished Service Cross, but it is for an entirely
different purpose and one which I think will ‘eventually be
highly valued by all its possessors.

I am not in favor of breakihg the rules even in this
instance, although you have made an excellent case for Dr,., Bush.,

Sincerely yours,
/8gd/ H. S. TRUMAN
Honorable Robert P. Patterson
Secretary of War
Washington, D, C,
- ORIGINAL TO Cﬁ & R. DIV,
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. .. The ‘immediate objeative of :the USSR, ia agreaing

%0 enter .into negotiations on Germany, is probably to;

(a) easzs Present internaticnal tension; and /(b) axplois
a

western program for Peantaiment®. of the USSR; (b) tq
pranote dissension -Amang - the westorn powers 3 and. . .

(0) .to provide a sounding hoard fox Soviet Propaganda
whloh ‘would seak to Anterpret saviet wi :

& to .
negotliate as proof of NQaoow's "paaceful intentions®
and tha failure to FOACh Agreenent &8 proof of western

. intransigence.

- I%.48 belleved that in Sush negotiations the .
maximue Soviet objactives would ba. subatantially as
follows: (a) deliverisa of German plant reparatiang

and reparationa from surrent production; (k) tha Soviet
cancept of demilitarisation of Germanys .(a). the formation
of a national German Gavermaent;. (d) & poace treaty for
Germany; and (e) ronrvmor.control'ot..th. Ruhr, =

el e Uvag .

. Although the USSR, would, during tha early siages

itself the st ngeat poasible bargaining poaition, it is

believed that it .would be willing to settle for considerably

mare modeat -terms, because of ita longer range and more

important objective of having a.voice in the &overnment

of all of Germany as well as in the councils of the

Weatern European nations. sSuch minimum Soviet terms will
~25-9¢

CLSIED el

ke kA Dot et

Aoy
Y
TN =

lf:i.T- 2543 (@ ’ ol ‘b
LT Dl oW ﬁﬁ»-

[
i
-t

;
i

4

2T



-

probably be go#orngd by the rdlloving‘génoral aing;
(a) to prevent the oconamie and political stabilization

of 'eatorn‘xuropo.-or which western Germany 1s the key;

benefits from weatern Geruany,

In thi puéluit of the two foregoing pbjectlvoa.
the USSR may be oxpected to inaist on the following
uR terms; (a) Suspension by the vestern powers of

'rinal establishment of g west Qerman Govermment;

() resumption of schaduled reparatiana deliveries fram
weatern Germany through the Inter-jgllfed Reparations
Agency; and (o) same share in the produstion of westerm
German indus try, including some volce in the eocanomic:

administration of the Ruhr,

_ In seeking agreement on. the foregoing termsa, the
USSR may bde expected to offer a number of concesaiong
deaigned to conciliate the western Powers and pave the
way toward German unity. Thess concesalons will inyolve
dome relaxation of goviet controls in eastern Germany
and probably will include a re~affirmation of weastern
rights in angd 8ccess to Berlin, Soviet negotiators,
bowever, will take oare to inasure that augh concessions

do not impair the long=temm capability ‘of the USSR to
dominate eastern Germany, including Berlin,

Yeatern powep fcceptance of minimum Soviet temug
would probabdbly lead to g teporary agreaement on Germany,
This would give the USSR a breathing apell, enabling it;
(a) to improve tho'oconany of Germany's eastern Zone
48 well as that of sastern Europe; (b) to tighten

ary
relaxation in present sast-west tension, while the USSR

~ hope to prorit by agitation for natianal unity in Germany,

The US would thus be in effeot gambling that the

cumulative effects of the ERP and other measures that the
weatern powers may take will more than outweligh the

-
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. bousoquancaa of the renwued upportunities that will
acorue to tha USSR for disrupting westarn hBuropean

recovary and for gaining econamic benefits. ‘ielzned
againat a cuntinuation of our present dilcuma,

however, tlLe guable uould appear to bve worthwhilse,

Re He UILLZHKO:ITER
Rear Admiral, USH
Director of Central Intelligence
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President's Secretary's File

O————
ANE—

January 8,.1947

Lear Jim:

I am exceedingly anxious to fet‘this unificatio;
thing in shace so we can 0 to Congress with a
soli¢ front. ,

I think you car éo more to contribute to that
rituation than anybody interested {n it an¢ I
honre you zct the Sacretary of War, Clark Clifford,
and whatever advigers you and the Cecretary of ¥ar
think are neces:ary and get the pre-osed bill n
tLape so we can present it at an early date.

I imov you have difficulty with your Admirals,
Just as Bob Patterson has with hiz Generalg but
catterson, you and I are the ones who are resoon-
sidble for really getting a Fational Defensa*trat
will work. ) - - ,"

- I think I zade it rerfectly ~lain to you that I
aa Just as interestec in the welfsre and future
of the Navy as I am {n the Army and the Air Porce
hit no single component of the National Defense
is as irportant &s tue whole picture nut together,
I kmow you can see¢ it just as I can.

Honorable Janes Forrestal
Cecretary of the Xavy
Vashingten, L. C,

Personal and Confidential

o e




THE WRHITE HOUSE _
WASHINGTON

September 26, 1 949

Dear Bob;

You don't know hgw much [ enjoyed the visijt
with you the other d

ay, It was certainly a
Pleasure to see You and have a chance for a
frank talk, _ :

I appreciate also your letter of the twenty-
second on the subject which we discussed,

that your family are in
hope that you will alwa
when you are in this p

good health, [ also
ys drop in to see me
art of the world,

—

‘Sinc erely yo

ey

Honorable Robért P. Patterson
One Wall Street

New York 5, New York
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WASHINGTON

October 1, 1947

Dear Dr, Bush:

I appreciated very much your good
letter of September tWenty-sixth and I hope
things- will work out in a satisfactory manner

this -coming season.

Sincerxely your
Dr. Vannevar Bushr

A

The Joint Research a;nd Development Board
Washington 25, D, C,




T

p———
B S ke e . g
“

w3 Jo favaqy) ;i ‘usiaagg pdradsuuy O3 Ul “uOIF0V][UD JYF WOF PIVnpOLiiay

"W ss0dbi

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 1, 1947

Dear Dr. Bush:

I appreciated very much your good
letter of September twenty-sixth and I hope
things- will work out in a satisfactory manner

this coming season.

Sincexely your
Dr. Vannevar Bush

// |
7
Chairman

The Joint Research and Development Board
Washington 25, D, C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 1, 1947

Dear Dr, Bush:

I appreciated very much your good

letter of September twenty-sixth and I hope

R e e e b T
. - * - ° L
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/
.

things-will work out in a satisfactory manner

i , this-coming season.

Sincerxely your

" Dr. Vannevar Bush

! Chairman A

: hE The Joint Research and Development Board
Washington 25, D, C,

|

Ul Jo favaqy; ‘usiuiagg :;d;@asnuv,g U3 Ul SU0I30U)[0D 94y} woad pIavnpodday

408

1 SSOd
-k =
[]

———

[

e e T T




October 1, 1947

iated very much your good
twenty-sixth aand I hope

. in a satisfactory manner | . -

Sincexely your

4

énd DeveloPment Board

a
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October 1, 1947

iated very much your good
twenty-sixth aad I hope

. in a satisfactory manner

Sincexely your

ey

a;nd Development Board

]
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 1, 1947

Dear Dr. Bush:

I appreciated very much yourA good
letter of September twenty-sixth and I hope
things will work out in a satisfactory manner

this ‘coming season,

Sincerxely your
Dr. Vannevar Bush

Chairman

The Joint Research and Development Board
Washington 25, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 1, 1947

L4

Dear Dr. Bush;

e e m e e g

1! : I appreciated very much your good
b ._

i letter of September twenty-sixth and I hope

v | things' will work out in a satisfactory manner

this coming season,

Sincegely your

Dr. Vannevar Bush

Chairman

F The Joint Research and Development Board
5 Washington 25, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 1, 1947

Dear Dr, Bush;

I appreciated very much your good
letter of September twenty-sixth and I hope

things will work out in a satisfactory manner

this caming season,

Sincerely your

Dr. Vannevar Bush

Chairman

The Joint Research and Development Board
Washington 25, D, C.

—
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I appreciated very much your good
f September twenty-sixth aad I hope

-1l work oﬁt in a satisfactory manner

aing season,

nevar Bush

. . A ]
=N

t Research and Development Board
ton 25, D, C.
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HARRY S TRUMAN LIBRARY - \
‘\'\‘7§eg;etary's File

B\ A

President's

August 4, 1950

—

Memorandum for: iouis Johasoa

From: The President

I am returning lke's letter of july

thirty-first to you for your file,

AT



i

i
s
1

HARRY S TRUMAN LIBRARY ?

_

President's Secretary's File

June 28, 1950

Memorandum: for: Secretary of Nefense

From: ' The i“resident

/iitached is the correspondence which
YOU seat fie Fepalding aor, itoti, togyether with Sc¢nator
Tydings request.  After reading over the document | sce
no reeson why the Senator shoulda't have the inforniation

he requests,



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 26, 1951

Dear Harold;

I appreciated very much yofu‘ letter
of the twenty-fourth regarding the Chicago Harbor,

I think you talked with me about this sometime ago

Y

and I am very much interested in it.

Sincerely yours,

Honorable Harold L., Ickes
3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W.
Washington 7, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

VApl’il 16, 1951

Dear Harold:

I want to thank you for your telegram
of April eleventh, and for your thoughtfulness
in letting me know of your approval of the
replacement of General MacArthur. He has
rendered exceptional service in posts of great
responsibility which made this decision extremely -
difficult, but the cause of world peace is more
important -than any one individual. I am glad

that you feel our action was right.

Very sincerely yours,

 ANAAA U —

Honorable Harold L. Ickes,
362l Prospect Avenue, N, W.,
Washington 7, D. C.

v

"ARE
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THE WHITE HOUSE
al WASHINGTON

R e s .

July 10, 1951

Dear Harold:

I appreciate most highly yours of the ninth -

regarding the bill which affects the Tidelands
oil titles.

Every effort is being made to give away the oil
to the continental United

their birthright without a qualm. I don't under-

stand it. I really don't think they have enough
votes to pass the *‘big steal'’ over my veto,

Sincerely yours,

- Honorable Harold L. Ickes
v 3624 Prospect Avenue, N, W,
Washington 7, D. C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 10, 1946

Gnuiitn upe

® wmdauig

Dear Caps

Thanks for your note of the
sixth, enclosing me copy of the lsttep

from Mr. A, M. Smith, Assistant SCcretary
The Colorado and New Mexico Coal Sperators

Association.

I appreciated it very msch,

Sincergly

_ Honorable J. A. Krug
Secretary of the Intnrior
Washington, D. C..
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THE WHITE HOUSE '

gz .
WASHINGTON
—— 2.3y —— .

Dear Dr. Busﬁ:

I appreciated véry much your good
letter of September twenty'-sixfh- and I hopé
things will 'wvork out in a satisvfa‘ctory manner

this coming season,

o2, g0 =

Dr. Vannevar Bush | ;22 | AR
Chairman o {,
The Joint Research and Developmen t Board
Washington 25, D, C. :
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IHE WH‘}:I;'E HOUSE
- ""WASHINGTON.
k 237 S

October 1, 1947

‘Dear Dr, Bush:

I appreciated very much your good
letter of September twenty-sixth and I hope
things will work ouf in a satisfactory manner

this coming season.
2

Dr.-Vannevar Bush
Chairman : R IAd

The Joint Research and Dev'.lopment Board
Washington 25 D. C.
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R : o THE WHITE HOUSE
f 3 R R WASHINGTON

275 >

ﬂhi&;; Lo September 24, 1947. ’

o §§?
P

Xal

. 7% MEMORANDUM POR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE At
T ‘ N ot ' . ]

Y, . Y | A" : ) '5
i e ' ' ASuﬂL
. ©""  Dear .Secretary Forrestal: : /e , .

‘ As per our recent conversation on this matter,
you are hereby authorized to proceed with all due
speed and caution upon your undertaking. Hereafter
this matter shall be referred to only as Operation
Ma jestic Twelve. , ' f

It continues to be my feeling that any future
con_ggprations relative to the ultimate disposition :
of thid matter should rest solely with the Office |
of the President following appropriate discussions !
with yourself, Dr. Bush and the Director of Central i
‘Intelligence. o S
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TOP SECRET

EYES ONLY

THE WHITyE HOUSE

ASHINGTON
n\’. 235 4

 September 24, 1947.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Dear Secretary Forrestals
) 09~
As per our recent conversation on this matter,
you are hereby authorized to proceed with all due

speed and caution upon your undertaking. Hereafter

'this matter shall be referred to only as Operation
Majestic Twelve,

It continues to be my feeling that any future
con iderationa relative to the ultimate disposition

his matter should rest solely with the Office
of the President following appropriate discussions

with yourself, Dr. Bush and the Director of Central
Intelligence.

e
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THE WHITE HOUSE | . :
R WA SHINGTON- IR I N TR T; RTINS N e

i —q October 1, 1947

Dear Dr. Bush:v '

I appreciated very much your goed
le’cter of September twentf-sixth and I hope
things wxll work out in a satxsfactory ma.nner

this commg season

—2.50

Cha.zrman - A : f7"/ : - '. . , . : ‘ :
The Joint Research and Development Board b
Washmgton 25, D, C. :
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

‘October 1, 1947

Dear Dr, Bush; ‘ L v

I ai:pi-eciated very much your good
letter of September twenty-sixth and I hope
things will work ou;t_in a satisfactory manner

this coming season,

Dr. Vannevar Bush

Chairman '

The Joint Research and Development Board
Washington 25, D, C, '
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HARRY .S TRUMAN LIBRARY |
Pre51dent s Secretary's File
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June 28, 1950
Secretary of 1Melense
The “resident
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" THE WHITE HOUSE

- ereap

WASHINGTON ' .
“July 10, 1951

Dear Harold:

I appreciate most highly yours of the ninth

regarding the bill which affects the Tidelands
‘oil titles. , '

Every effort is being made to give away the oil
resources adjacent to the continental United
States and the most peculiar thing in connection
with it is that members of the Congress from
inland states are perfectly willing to give away
their birthright without a qualm. I don't under-

stand it. I really don’t think they have enough -
votes to pass the ''big steal’’ over my veto.

Sincerely yours,

‘Honorable Harold L. Ickes
. 3624 Prospect Avenue, N. W,

Washington 7, D. C.

B e W —————
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e -=THE WHITE HOUSE
ST WASHINGTON A
e " January 24, 1951 :
" 5o o I appreciated your note of the twenty-second,
L - The gentleman to whom you refer is by no means
. small in size - in fact he is rather large, I was
Y intrigued with your comments.
“ = e o ” .Sincerely yours,
BN R "Honorable Harold L. Ickes
ﬁ 3624 Prospect Avenue, N,W.
5' SN e Washington.], D. C.
é. XY \ ‘. ‘ : ! i
: o i : !
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THE WHITE HOUSE
. WASHINGTON

April 16, 1951

Dear Harold:

I want to thank you for your telegram
of April eleventh, and for your thoughtfulness
in letting me know of your approval of the
replacemsnt of General MacArthur. He has l
rendered exceptional service in posts of great
responsibility which made this decision extremely
difficult, but the cause of world peace is more
important -than any one individuval. I am glad
that you feel our action was right. ‘

Very sincerely yours,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes,
e 362l Prospect Avenue, N. W.,
: Washington 7, D. C.
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7" THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

N Dear Harold:

»
e

e

January 26, 1951

I apareeiateé vaery much youd lattar

A of the twenty-four'th' regarding the Chicago Harbor,

e _ AR “I'think you talked with me about this sometime ago

Wash.ington. 7, D. C.

Honorable Harold L. Ickes
3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W,
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

2T February 1948

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

For the pdst of Director of Civil

Defense I have selected Mr, Russell. J, Hopley

of Omaha, Nebraska. He is the prasident of

the Northwestern Bell Telephone Company.

The firast phase of Mr. Hopley’s wvork
vill be concerned with an examination of the
scopé and scale of the wvhole problem of
civilian defense, taking into account atomic
attack, factors of panic, plant dispersion,
security against sabotage, and so forth.

' I was influenced to pick somebody from
the telephone organization because it seems

- to ma that the civil defense in another war

would require as its basge a communications
network and the telephone system gives us that
automatically. Furthermore, its company
officials have contact at local levels with

government in 811 1ts ferme, Alzo, they lmow

the responsible and competent pecple 1in the
various communitiers.

I had hoped to get Walter Gifford but
he 1s not yet able to give up his responsibilities
because of equipment deficiencies » 8ome labor

. apprehensions and rising costs. Hovever, I

have his assurance of his personal support and

that of his organization, and a8lso the indication '

that at the end of another year vhen he steps
dovn from his Job he might be wil Eﬁq t0 déne
sider moving into this work. b

L0
fGMQ\\\\ : Respectfully yours,

_Jamos Forrestal

/f% b&‘/' e
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344 QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS,

As has been said, no two genuine signatures can be exactly
alike, but such a statement should be understood to be true
speaking microscopically, and not as the carpenter measures,

- because by.examining a great number of genuine signatures of

certain exceptional writers signatures can be found which are
nearly identical. The degree of resemblance to be expected in
any case is not based on any fixed general principles but is a
matter that depends altogether upon the writing habits of the
one whose signature is in question. Some persons write with
much greater uniformity than others and similarities in size and
proportions would, as a natural result, be more common in
their writing than the same similarities in the writing of one
who writes a more erratic hand. The significance of identity,
therefore, as bearing on the question of genuineness should be
determined in every case by the actnal circumstances of that
case. :

The significance of unusual identity as evidénce of forgery
would naturally be strengthened by increasing the number of
signatures in dispute. If one alleged forgery of one name
closely resembles a certain possible model this resemblance, in
connection with other evidence in the disputed signature itself,
may be very strong evidence of forgery, but it is naturally a
more suspicious circumstance if two, three, or four suspected
signatures closely resemble the model. In a recent important
case a model signature and five duplicates were found and in
another famous case four traced signatures from the same model
all appeared on different pages of the same will.!

The question of identical signatures being produced in sue-

1 When alleged forgeries are associated
with a genuine signature from which they
may have been traced, comparisons by
transmitted light as to design, size, posi-
tion, and proportions should properly be
made of the alleged forgeries and the
model with the tracing over the model
as it was made if it is a tracing. Such
forgeries may diverge more from each
other than any one of the number differs
from the model, for the reason that

divergencies may be in opposite direc-
tions in different tracings. When the
model is not found, therefore, a close
resemblance in size, proportions and
design in alleged forgeries that form a
similar group is especially significant,
as allowance must be made for diver-
gencies from the original which may ap-
parently make the imitations differ more
from each other than any one would
differ from the original.

PRNIOT ¥+ S
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d Fig. 191.—Three Signatures from many on some ancient Railroad Bonds found
it among the papers of decedent a few years ago. The signatures are extraor-
) dinarily skilful forgeries but their identity alone was sufficient, when many
n were examined, to show that they were not genuine. They also showed a
3] delicate tremor on many letters.
cession is also a matter that should be considered. As we have
- : seen, if comparison is made of all the thousands of signatures
N that certain uniform, rhythmic writers have written there can
10 ' be found, by picking out here and there the most favorable
1 * examples, some that are quite similar to each other, but if the
a : attempt is made to find two of these similar signatures written
g | in successton the search becomes still more difficult, and if three
e : or four practically identical successive signatures are looked for,

d- ' as for example on the same document or on the same series of
papers, they cannot be found. :
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‘A careful study of the tracing process and of the signatures
in the reported traced forgery eases and numerous other similar
cases shows, as stated above, that entire identity is practically
impossible, unless produced by some:mechanical process like
engraving, lithography, or a rubber stamp. Abs
of this character would obviously in itself show that the writing -
could not be genuine. In considering the force of identity as
evidence of forgery, it must therefore be remembered, in the.
first place, that no traced imitation of.a model will be an exact
facsimile of it, so that what is ordinarily described ‘as identity
is really approximate identity. , -

It is easily possible to exaggerate the force of this identity

alone as proof of forgery and-some of the frequently quoted
statements on the subject in the legal opinions, and in certain
technical discussions of the subject, do exaggerate it. If it is

7~ contended that this identity, which it is to be understood is only

HV approximate, is ‘‘impossible in any genuine signature written’
by anyone, anywhere, at any time’’, the natural and conclusive
‘answer to such a challenge is the bringing forward of actual
mmmdmﬁcnmw by other writers that are as nearly identical as the

“ &mvimm signature and the alleged model. In some cases such
signatures can be found.

“ This fact may seem to prove that identity has no value what-

ever as.evidence of forgery in any case, but it does not by any
means do so. Suspicious similarity may be quite far removed
- from absolute-identity and 'yetshow-quite conclusively that one

more signatures were made from-one model. The fact that two
m_mwmgn.mm are very nearly alike is not alone necessarily an indi-
cation of forgery of opgeor both but the question is whether they
are suspiciously alikdl :

(N. Y.) 223, @~ in which the Honor-
able Surrogat®—the Appellate Division
and the New York Court of Appeals were
unanimous in the finding of forgery.
Whatever the merits of Patrick’s appeal
on the murder charge these courts all
practically convicted him of forgery by

4 .
.@4& courts have spoken a number of
times on the subject of identity as proof-
of forgery and it is interesting to ex-
amine a few brief excerpts. One notable
utterance was in the celebrated Rice-

" Patrick” “Will-“¢é3se; " New York City
(Matter of Rice, 81 Appellaté Division

.,.H.M. .....mu...mu.u».‘u. SLIOLTD RN
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When two signatures suggest by their resemblance that one
was made from the other or that both were made from a common
model, then this likeness is suspicious whether it is a very close
likeness or not. . Somefimes two signatures, that differ more
when considered as a whole than two genuine signatures may yet
be alike in ways that indicate quite clearly that one was made

from the other.-

It should be understood that suspicious identity is that whi«

suggests the tracing process and which is not inconsistent wit

the theory of tracing. a~ beginning points distinctly diverg:.

declaring his will was not genmine. The
appellate court in this case said:

““Upon a ecritical examination of these
four signatures it wiil be found that
they correspond almost exactly,—a coinei-
dence which could not possibly happen in
the case of four genuine sigmatures of
a person upward of eighty years of age.
. . In other words, each signature
will, when superimposed, shew a simi-
larity which does not appear in the con-
cededly genuine signatures introduced in
evidence, and which, from the very nature
of things, could not occur. This fact,
taken in connection with the other
evidence bearing upon the subject, is
of such a character as to irresistibly lead
to the conclusion that had the testimony
which was stricken out remaiced in, the
Surrogate’s conclusion would have been
the same., . . .77

In Matter of RBurtjs, 43 Mise. (N. Y.)
Reports 437 {(1904)) ghe Court says:
‘T refer physical evidence

furnished by the disputed signature itself.
A mere inspection of this signature will
satisfy the most careless observer that it
needs an explanation, and when the
signature is analvzed and the proper tests
applied this explanation becomes impera-
tive. . . . True, there are. slight-
departures occasionally " from the model
but these variations are only in the
detail of certain lines—the whole of the
disputed signature being structurally the
same as the other and occupying the same
physical field. Indeed it mayw fairly be
said that these very departures tend to
indicate the process which has produced
the signature, for it will be noticed that

LG T IR

after each departure, the line of th-
disputed signature immediately return.
to the lice.of the model,~showing con-
clusively, as I think, that there was
model which was steadily operating &:
a guide to the writer’s hand. This coin-
cidence of a disputed signature with
genuine one when superimposed again.
the light has long been held by the court
to be proot of simulation.””

The iearned Surrogate in Matt
Koch, 33 N. Y. Misc. Reports 153((1990).
says: ‘‘There is not the slightes 3¢9
tion except such as might and paturally
would occur'if both signatures were trac-
ings from the same standard.

The opinion in Hunt v s, -
Abbott’s New Cases 113( (1879), Jput:
the matter as follows: *¢¢ w0 0°

more supposed signatures are found t-
be counterparts I think the simulation i
detected by that circumstance. Genuine
sigzatures will not lap with perfect
similarity over one another. . . .
But a close examination shows that the
signature of Exhibit 9 is identical wi:
that to the above named receipt and wi
those to Schedules A and B. It wou:
require a vast amount-of credulity
suppose that those four signatures eca:z
all be genuine and yet all of them lap
over another so that the whole are
identical.” One of them is probably
genuine, the others traced; or, perhaps 2.
four are traced. . . . Did ever an-
man sign his name four times with suc-
invariable uniformity? All experier.
testifies to the absurdity of the suppos”
tion that he did.”’
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Fig. 192.—This celebrated New Bedford, Massachusetts, case is.one of the most
famous ever tried, largely on account of the testimony of Professor Pierce.
The Lower Signature was on the Disputed Codicil. It will entirely cover the
upper or genuine will signature. The codicil signature was undoubtedly a
forgery by tracing. Its ]inc quality was very bad and alone condemned the

_signature as not genuine. + See footnote?.

and distinet strokes do not coincide, then numerous other identi-
ties would not necessarily point to tracing, while divergences of
fine lines, at intermediate points, especially if the diverging line

1This case has been incorrectly re-
ported in nearly every reference to it in
the decisions, the text-books and maga-
zine articles even up to the year 1900.
In the first place the thirtieth power of
five is not as reported 2,666 followed by
eighteen ciphers but is 931 followed by
eighteen figures, or upwards of nine
hundred and thirty-one quintillions (931,-
000,000,000,001,000,000). The difference
in the numbers makes no practical dif-
ference, as the least is entirely beyond
human comprehension. This strange
error is in the original report of the
case and has been repeated from that
time. No doubt some change was made
in the basis of the calculation without
making the resulting change in the
result.

Another error that has been repeated
many times is the statement that Pro-
fessor Pierce testified that ‘‘No two
signatures will be identical, ete.’’, but

his testimony applied only to the
signatures ‘‘No. 1’7 and ‘‘No. 10’’ in
this particular case. The magazine
article, 4 American Law Review, printed '
shortly after the trial, is full of errors
and apparently reflected the views of a
partisan in the case. The testimony in
full and a most interesting and valuable
verbatim report of the arguments of
counsel in the case and also photographs
of the writings are on file at the Publie
Library at New Bedford, Mass.

This famous case was finally decided
on a point of law and the facts were
never passed upon by court and jury.
Considerable interest is added to the
case by a knowledge of the fact that the
claimant, ¢ Hetty Robinson?’’, afterwards
married a Mr. Green, of New York, and
was known for many years, especially to
the financial world, as ‘‘Hetty Green’’,
of New York City.
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returns to the line of the model, would not be inconsistent with
the tracing theory. '

Finally, if the theory of tracing is to be maintained, the line
quality of the alleged tracing always must in some degree
indicate the tracing movement and not exactly conform to that
shown in the genuine writing. If both signatures are freely and
carelessly written, then one was not traced from the other nor
were both traced from a common model. Identity in most of
the opinions quoted in Part II, Citations and References, is
correctly described as ‘“almost exactly”’, ‘‘slight departures”’,
and ‘‘almost exact”’, all indicating a suspicious similarity which
was not exact identity., :

The significance of the identity in each c¢ase must also, as
stated above, be considered as applying only to the one particu-
lar writer in that case. Th_fe degree and character of the identity
must also be properly interpreted by consideration of the length
of the name, the fineness of the strokes, the number of detached
parts, the number of separate signatures that are suspiciously
alike and the close similarity, or wide divergence, in the standard
signatures. In the Boyer, A. Boody, the Mansfield and numer-
ous other cases illustrated even the most hardened defense and
contingent fee attorney could hardly contend, without a smile
that would expose his msinecerity, that the identity was acei-
dental. ‘

In one case a witness who had testified that identity had no
significance except to prove genuineness, was on cross-examina-
tion led to say that fifty signatures might be jJust alike and all
genuine,' but he did reluctantly admit that a group of one hun-
dred exact duplicates would attract his attention as peculiar!

In the charge to the Jury in the case illustrated in Figure 197
(Fidelity Trust Co., Buffalo, N. Y., vs. Executors of Lydia Cox
Estate), the late Mr. Justice Childs of the New York Supreme

1 Some witnesses testify that a traced for

gery is genuine who never have thought
of identity as evidence of forgery..
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THE WHITE HOUSE .
WASHINGTON

Reference is made to your letter of November 25, 1946,
addressed to me, indicating that the National Park Service

of the Interior Department has completed negotiations for

the transfer of approximately 5,350 acres of land withdrawn
from the Hopewell Village Natichal Historic Site, Pennsylvania,
in accordance with the act of July 24, 1946 (Public Law 532,
79th Cang.), to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and that the
Commonwealth had indicated its willingness and ability to ac-

‘cept the transfer and to administer, operate, and maintain

such lands for public park, recreational, and conservation
purposes, in accordance with the provisions of the act of

June 6, 1942 (56 Stat. 326).

I hersby give my approval to the proposed transfer of
the property in question, including the .equipment thereaon,
to the Commormealth of Pennsylvania. '

Sincerely yours

The Honarable,

The Secretary of the Interior.

My dear Mr. Secretary: : '2
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Cap:

December 16, 1946

I appreciated very much your

writing me'about the various people who

had cooperated in the coal progran.

I think it 1is very generous of

you to take this attitude and I'11 say

* that it 1s rather unusual.

'Honorable J. A. Krug

Sincerely yours

Secretary of the Interior

Washington, D. C..

A




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 23, 1946

CAR.‘\-{‘C (i

INSHTJﬁ6N
JEC 2419

) OF WAs
Dear Dr. Bush: ' HiNGTON

I appreciated very much yours
of the nineteenth, contzaining the memo-
randum prepared by you and Mr. Cox_on

the Presidential staff. It is most

inferesting and I am happy to have

Sincerely yoyrs,

' Honorable Vannevar Bush
. 1530 P Street, Northwest
Washington 25, D.C.
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INTERIOR DI:
* RECEIVeD

THE WHITE HOUSE FEB 3§ 194
WASHINGTON * . UPFICE .

February 1, 1947

Ly dear ir, Secretary:

Upon the receipt of your letter of Janvary
eighth, enclosing a commmnication from the Governor
of the Virgin Islands dated December twenty-third,
together with copy of a resolution adopted by the
Legislative Assembly of the Virgin Islands, request-
ing the restoration of the activities of the Farm
Security Administration and the Soil Conservation {
Service in the Virgin Islands, the matter was taken i
up with the Secretary of Agriculture. - :

I am sending you herewith, for your infoma-
tion, copy of Secretary Anderson's reply, which indi-
cates that it will require new legislation to provide
for the restora’cion of these services to the V:.rgin
Islands,

Very sincerely

The Honorable
The Secretary of the Interior,

Ylashington, D. C. ‘

Enclosure
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‘The ﬁbmrable'

[NTI»R'UL? COEETVR T
*  ERdetvew gl O
THE WHITE HOUSE ' FEB 1 71947
WASHINGTON * OFFICE *
THE SECRETARY

February 17, 1947

5\&"0’@
gi?le-&—ﬁsst.}\\o
I have received and transmitted to Congress

the report of - the Secretary of War dated Jamary 31, %

My dear Mr. Secretary:

1947,-on the division of costs of the Kings River

project, California, in which you concurred on P
February 1, 1947. I would like your Department. ~~ . -~
diligently to contirue its work in connection with | _
negotiation of repayment agreements to the end that: ™

full bensfits of the project can be attained upon
the completion of its construction. .

Sincerely

. The Secretary of the Interior: - L , 3




SRECIETARY'S
MAIL CENTER

FEB 191347

INTERIOR DIPY.

INTERION DEM

FEB 201347

SECRETARY'S
MAIL CENTER

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

- February 19, 1947

My dear Mr. Secmtary: - }\P PROJEST-Piy

I have. exauLnedyour report of December 3,

" 1946, on the allocation of costs and financial - -
. feasibility, Central Valley pro;ject California.,:. .

in which it is proposed that interest on the in-
vestment allocated to power be-used for repay-
ment of irrigation charges beyond the ability .
of water users to repay. I have no objection o
to your subm.tting the report. to- Congress for

its oonsideration.

The Homrable _ { ',_.':l,'l.%f

The Secrerbary of the Interior

a Sincerel ’, ,5,'
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1947

Personal and Confidential

Dear Cap:

I'll see what I can dov with the Committee on the Hawaii
situation, I hope we can get it through,

I am particularly anxious that you make it perfectly
plain to the Congress that John L.. has never been inter-
ested in safety until he could use it for demagoguery. -

I understand that Dr, Sayers, whom we have asked to
remain until Dr. Boyd is confirmed, has been giving
Mr, Lewis some underhand help, I had heard it before
I saw the article in Pearson’s column this morning.
Maybe you had better take a look at that situation -

it is possible that you may not wa.nt to keep the Doctor
after you know the facts, :

Singe eiy

Honorable Julius A. i(rug
Secretary of the Interior -
Washington, D.C.
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i;" Washington, D. C.~

e = se st ac s e st W s

WASHINGTON

May 9, 1947

Dear Mr, Secretary:
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 s as amended,

of the Act to incorporate the American National Red Cross, I

hereby appoint you a Governor of that corporation to serve QH

its Board of Governors for the term set forth in said Section 5’, |

as amended, . '_ | | _ | ‘
. The term for which you are hereby appointed ahall;‘l. -

_ become effective at the closo of the Na.tional Convention of

American National Red Cross on Thursday, June 12, 1947 in

C’.Leveland, Chio. :

Veiy sincerely yours,

anoroblé Julius A. Krug,‘ ' ' S '
Secretary of the Interior, - S :




THE WHITE HOUSE INTEPNO NEOT,
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| C VTR T i G IERAORIES
TERRITQRIES RSB R
QRIES, =3 141347
JERRITORIES

My dear lMr. Secretary:

I hereby approve the expenditure by the Department of the
Interior, Puerto Rico Reconstruction Administration, during :
the fiscal year 1948, from the Puerto Rico Revolving Fund, of -
$615,600 for the prosecution of projects -described in the . -
attached schedule. S :

Sincerely yours,

The Honarshle

- “The Secretary of the Interiar
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INTERIOR DEPT.
* RECEIVED &

AUG 121947

THE WHITE HOUSE . * OFFICE *
WASHINGTON THE SECRETARY

A ' August 11, 1947
' ‘ AUG 131947

xoaou-rum

-——

:ar Mr. Secretary:
In your letter of July 24 to the Director of the Bureau of the.
2t you requested an allocation of $20,000 from the Emergency Fund
inance the publication of two reports being prepared by the. .
ittee created to study the state of our national resources,
. It is my understanding that the committee plans to have printed
iistributed in the very near future approximately 25,000 copies:
L2-page report and at a later date to have printed and distributed.
> 7,500 copies of a.250-page supplement., I think it would be
to delay carrying out those plans until I and members of my staff . :
had an opportunity to review the reports and to determine . ' . .
ler they should be published now or withheld pending the submission -
ports by the Economic Council and°the Harriman Committee. Reports
O i08e two groups are not expected to be available until October 1
1ter, It is possible that there would be some advantage in
'.sing all reports or summaries thereof at the same time., Until a
g i1ion can be made on the question I prefer to delay approving the .

Sincerély yours, |

onorable

%
9
—

rThe Secretary of the Interior S



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
August 15, 1947

Dear Bob:

I am enclosing you the letter dated July
eighteenth, written on my regular stationery
with the’ electric typewriter in nonfadable ink,

We certainly miss you around here. At every
Cabinet Meeting since you left somebody has
remarked on your absence.

You will never know what a contribution you
made to the welfare of the country during your

years as Secretary of War after I became
President, o

Please remember me to Mrs, Patterson and all
the rest of the family, . ' o

Sincerel urs,

Honorable Robert P. Patterson
Cold Spring :
New York
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section 24 of the Act of arch 2, 1917 (39 Stat, 958, 48 U.S.C.
sec. 772), I recommend that you authorize the Secretary of the

Interiof, or Acting Secfetary éf the Interior, to designate Dr. Juan
A, Pons, Coumissioner of Health, to act as Governor of Puerto Rico
during the temporary absence of the GOVernor commencing September:
24, l9h7. A

yours,
N[

Sgceretary of) the

The President

: The Whlte House.;

o . SR PR ’ INTER) gikﬁfsu

Ce T N '559301947
CetlnE e _—— . TeORRBER
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umcer of these mineograched reports were rec
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Septemoer 25, 1547

il

Herewith is a copy of the report of

the Cormittze of Buropean <conomic Cooperation
Only a limited

ror the use of your Coirzittees
eived

being printed in full

%

from Paris but the report is

. by the Government Prinving Office as. rapidly as

Adequate numbers of the printed report
will be made available to your Cormittee as soon as
they becore available. Volume T, the general report,
should be ready by the end of the week. Volume 11,
the technical'appendices-and supporting data, will
take sonmewhat longer to print. '

T should like for tne cormittes of which.
you are chairman to appraise thio report in the
1izht of the studies 5t has been conducting con-
cerning aid %o foreign countriese. o

‘ ‘gincerely yours,
e o S

HonorablelJuliﬁs!A.;Krug 
Secretary of: the Interior
“Yashington, De Ce
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 1, 1947

Dear Dr, Bush:

I appréciated’ very much your good
letter of September twenty-sixth and I hope
things will work out in a satisfactory manner

this coming season,

Sinc

Dr. Vannevar Bush
Chairman

The Joint Research and Development Board
Washmgton 25,.D, C,

rrof J/
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ttpr of ACKNOWLEUEWSIy wen ——
members who received copy of President's

etfer may be found in ERP files..

NIGMONDEFE m ' ;t;lg Secret
-7 1947 e Ac cretary of State, in reporting to me
NSQ.VR vs on the progress made in examining the r;port submittgd, by
[7%- the Paris Conference on European Economic Recovery and in
Th W the pormulation of an Administration position with regard
to this report, has expressed greab appreciation of the

assistance received from you and the members of your Depart-
or. mert working on this matter. , your De |

NUV"71947 ' While I naturally gxpect the fullest measure- of
ﬂ*&?\ co-qperation from members of the Executive Departments, I
o very gratified at the fine teamwork being displayed both

" by the individuals and the agencies involved. I
it with pleasure, and ‘T commend you and your. aaeoggzegozzg
the great efforts being made in this undertaking. I hope you
will pass on to the persomnel of your Department who have been
so helpful, an assurance of my gratitude and ‘appreciation for
their Work. ' :

Very sincerely yours, . o

The Honorable S
The Secretary of the Interior,.
Washington, D. C. S
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g‘ié' dear Mr. Secrstary:

The Honorable

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 11, 1948

In a letter of June 19, 1947, to the Congress transmitting
a letter from the Secretary of State dated June 18, 1947, I
indicated a course of action which you and the Secretaries of
State, Army and Navy agreed should be followed with respect to
the administration of Guam, Samoa, and the Pacific islands under
Unjted States trusteeship. ,

It is my intention, upon approval of organic acts for the
aforemsntioned islands, to designate the Department of the
Interior as the civilian agency with general supervision over
civil administration of those islands. Assumption by the Depart-
ment of such responsibility, of course, will await transfer from
the Department of the Navy which should be effaected at the
earliest practicable date after approval of the organic acts.
Designation of the Department of the Interior will be without
prejudice to gtudy and determination, based upon further study
of long-range plans for administration of United States terri-
tories and possessions.

I am advising you of my in{:‘e}ntion to make this designation
in order that you may expedite preparatory planning for an orderly
transition to civil govermment and for speedy achievement of the
aims of this Government with respect to its territories as ex-

_pressed in the aforesaid communication to the Congress and in

the recent Message on the State of the Union.

Sincerely yours, .

 The Sem‘etary of the Interior
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\)1-"‘ Y o THE WHITE HOUSE
. "(’e WASHINGTON
~
FEB 111948
1948

My dear Mr. Secretary:

My lettersof June.27, 1947, and December 19, 1947, approving
the expenditure by the Department of the Interior, Puerto Rico
Reconstruction Administration, during the fiscal year 1948, from
the Puerto Rico Revolving Fund, of $627,600 for the prosecution
of certain projects, are hereby amended to authorize an additional
expenditure of $60,000 for the proaects described in the schedule
attached to my letter of June 27, l9h7. Lo .

S:.ncerely yours s

The Honorable

“Hae..

The: _S'e‘c.r'etary of the _Interié-z_'{- o A-

-1

M?‘-nmm.u‘m“.;..:_




THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
‘ WASHINGTON

27 Pebruary 1948

. MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

For the post of Director of Civil

VDefense I have selected My, Rusaell) J, Hopley

of Omaha, Nebraska, He 1s the president or
thg Northwestern Bell Telephone Company,

The first phase of Mr. Hopley's vork

vill be concerned with an examipation of the

civilian defense, taking into account atomic
attack, factors of panic, plant dispersion,

' security against sabotage, and so forth,

. I was influenced to pick somebody from
the telephone organization because it seems
to ma that the civil defense in another war
vould require as its base a communications.
netvork and the telephone system gives us that
automatically, - Furthermore, its company
officials have contact at local levels with
government in £11 1ty Popms. Also, they btnuw
the responszible and competent people 1n the
variousr communities .

. I had hoped to get Walter Gifford but
he is not yet able to give up his responsibilities
because of eQuipaent deficiencies, some labor

. apprehensions and riging costs. Hovever, I

have his assurance of his personsal support and
that of his organization, and also the indication
that at the end of another year when he steps
dovn from his job he might be willing to con-
sider wmoving into this work,

. Reapectfully yours,
] James Forr fté
Al — ‘? |
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WASHINGTON

April 13, 1948

Dear Cap:

I appreciated \.r.ery much your nofa
of the ninth in regard to the National Capital
Park and Planning Commission and I am in
complete Sympathy with you on that subj ect,

We will discuss it at your convenience some '

time soon, -

Sincerely yours,

Honorable julius A, Krug

Secretary of the Im:erior
Washmgton, D. C.
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"THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON . o .

- | : April 17, 1948

Dear. Bob:'
Please accept my thanks for your telegram

endorsmg Honorable John F. Sonnett for appo:.nt.ment

to the United States District Court for the Southern l

District of New York. You may - be sure thgt I shall I ‘

bear in mind all that you say regarding ¥r. Sonnetf.'s T

ability and qualificatlons. : B B MRS
Very sincerely yours ’ - g

Honorable Robert P.. ?attersén,'
One Wall Street, : "
. New York, N, Y.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

AFR 2 61948

April 26, 1948

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I want to express my personal appreciation to you and
to the members of your department who worked on the planning of
the European Recovery Program. I know that you and the members
of your staff put in a great many hours of voluntary overtime on
this pm,]ect.

The careful analysis of the economic needs of sixteen
countnes and the development. of a detailed program of United
States assistance in meeting these needs presented pmblems of
ext reme complenty and difficulty. The challenge of these prob-
lems was met by hard, intelligent, and cooperative werk by all
 the individuals and agencies concerned. As a result the Adminis-
trator has been able to get this vital program into astion with-
out delay. :

-I am sure that the American people, if they kmew the
full story, would be deeply mpressed by this outstaming examnls
of devoted public service. .-

Very sincerely yours,

Hamawahla Talive A Kyvae



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 16, 1949

¢

Dear Bob:

I certainly appreciated your letter of the
thirteenth very much and thank you for

your testimony before the Senate Committee,
It was a pleasure to get to read the statement
which you made to that Committee,

I hope everything is going well with you and
that you are baving a happy and prosperous
time, ‘ . :

Please remember me to Mrs, Patterson,

Sincerely yours,

e

Honorable Robert P, Patterson
One Wall Street

New York 5, New York

y/& WMWW é/%

ODUCED FROM JBE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
REPR }t _
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
' September 26, 1949

Dear Bob:

- You don't know how much I enjoyed the visit
with you the other day, It was certainly a
pleasure to see you and have a chance for a
frank talk, ‘

“I'appreciate also your letter of the twenty-
~second on the subject which we discussed.

I hope everything is going well with you and
that your family are in good health, [ also
hope that you will always drop in to see me
when you are in this part of the world.

-

' - " Sincerely yo ;s/

- Honorable Robert P, Patterson
. One Wall Street
. New York 5, New York.

L TR s o e

S e umEv
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THE WHITE HOUSE

—— WASHINGTON S :
January 8, 1951

Personal

Dear Harold:

Thanks very much for your letter of the fourth,
. ‘ regarding the Spanish Ambassador, We areina
: _ very difficult position with regard to the exchange -9
of Ambassadors. If we refuse to accept the man :
that is designated from his Government, the same
_thing will happen to our Ambassador and I don’t
think now is the proper time to engage in person- 1
alities because of the international situation.

ich

LA

AT

As I told you once before, 1 don’t care any more or?

for the Spanish Government now than I did in the en.

times past, but we are not changing the situation s,

by appointing an Ambassador - we never did break nentel-

off diplomatic relations with the Spanish Government. arrived
: neer. -

I appreciate very much your interest in the matter. :

‘nish

Sincerely yours, . fe
B Y in

.—-—-""//"
[/ = r, he
\ hen .
' : ChRrc—" 8
. / .//t/1//t>/ . ?eally‘,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes regleter
3624 Prospect Avenue, N. W. rran
washington 7, D. C. » any-

8 been
fsscist-.
at
" The-
wag'.
1igh’

onad probebly meny zore bes - wwustenv1ElIng the facts t’."f"""““"""""“‘""
reco:nize )l?ia:zgy :g;‘:igesides.l It seems to me that it Ktogeh:‘;:n;ezited

) ering &1l of the cir ~ - : _
ﬂfirjs to submit to what is little short of eﬁ“i??ii‘ﬁi“é:ﬁféiﬁ? snother

o pan — - ’ :
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e duran I ",.'i'-"l:ﬂ_-:..




FA ¥ 7 THE WHITE HOUSE
*. « % WASHINGTON ’
i - January 20, 1951

B TR o

Dear Harold: v s
o " Twuld o
» I appreciated your taking the trouble to write en, L. saw:
! me as fully as you did regarding the Forest y Lo sign
v Service and the Bureau of Land Management’ I sz, of
' and the relationship to Agriculture and Interior. i that. -
. - "- cane ¢« -
The history of the Departments as they were ipart was
established is a most interesting one and I wish | was that
I had time to go into the details because it is rtmente i
very helpful when decisions have to be made. the maje
I am studying the proposition to which you refer 7 4 .ge -
and have been for a couple of years. I hope that | MBCAe
I can arrive at a decision that will be in the public rolated . .
interest, ' iR R
~ g that
Sincerely yours of the:
zattes. of
‘ oxa both:
. 8 -aoqualat~
‘ ‘ ional for=
Honorable Harold L. Ickes = ' ~ aterior
3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W, : fon that
Washington 7, D, C. : : bup.y
‘ thig, a8
opposed.
m .
..that
- wdm’

Wf’wme‘:w*!mﬁgl?‘“éf"iﬁiﬁtépinion‘- as-tize wont.one. As.] told you, he.

. promiged’ me sgveral: t.tnes‘,t both orally and: i writing, - that:be ,toqlq_:mki? e -
trinafory - During the last fow -years of his admicistration, I did not. have the
mw; k:;;: bothsring hime: Fe wersw engaged in-a:world war and: his-hoalth

I oite the following facts in support of &y ropﬂuontaﬁm that Forestry
‘ghould be transfarred to Interiory & '

',"‘""‘"“"“"?t'-'—"" —
A emono 40 RIVIETT
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... WASHINGTON
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- 1 appreciated your note of the twenty-second.

" The gentleman to whom you refer is by no means
small in size - in fact he is rather large. I was

- intrigued with your comments, '

v, ot

'
4 N ~

. Sincerely yours, /

1 | | ¥
o 1% Honorable Harold L., Ickes :
g A . 3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W,
3 " Washington 7, D, C.
3" i
..g,xt_;.,_-‘?...‘.....,‘ et g . - o A
5“" e %%”.“dw'h‘l_' I == RN
§ “ o ‘
D .: X o
3““ - | ‘;
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THE WHITE HOUSE
"WASHINGTON
T January 26, 1951

“I... Dear Harold;

e
a0 0
! - R

RN

' 1 appreciated very much your letter

2 of the'{twent)ﬁfourth' regarding the Chicago Harbor,
I I think you talked with me about this sometime ago

and I am very much interested in it,

Sincerely yours/

" Honorable Harold L., Ickes

o 3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W.
.+* . Washington 7, D. C. S

'
I
- ]
'
: .
. 1
< ° {
. { :
:
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON ‘ :
January 31, 1951

Dear Harold:

Replying to yours of the thirtieth,
I directed General Pick several days ago to
look into that Chicago situation and I hope we

can get it worked out.

Sincerely yours

“Honorable Harold L. lckes
3624 Prospect Avenue, N. W,
Washington 7, D. C,
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" THE WHITE HOUSE
 WASHINGTON

April 16, 1951

Déar- Harold:

L e B

e ‘Tﬁ..;.,..‘w UG

S e © T want to thank you for your telegram

T - of April eleventh, and for your thoughtfulness

in letting me know of your approval of the
replacemsnt of General MacArthur. He has
rendered exceptional service in posts of great
responsibility which made this decision extremsly
difficult, but the cause of world peace is more

" important ‘than any one individual. I am glad
that you feel our action was right.

[ 7 X8

i SSRIONCO 40 RIVHETT ‘NOISIAIQ IATMDSANUA 4HL. 40 R T

Very sincerely yours,

/—‘

Honorable Harold L. Ickes,
' 362l Prospect Avenue, N. W.,
.Washington 7, D. C.

&

PR




THE WHITE HOUSE

Gt—

.Dear Harold:

WASHINGTbN o
June 5, 1951

I was sorry to read Lowell Mellett’s column
because it is one that was dictated by one of
the staff over at the Federal Power Commis-
sion who was disgruntled with decisions which
the Federal Power Commission made,

I don't think, as nearly as I can get into the matter,
that Lowell had all the facts. This thing of the staff
undercutting the Boards and Bureaus for which they
work doesn't make a hit with me and never has - in
fact I don’t stand for it if I can stop it. ’

Sihcerely yours,

Honorable Haroid, L. Ickes S e
3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W. A S
Washington 7, D, C. S
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. THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Dear Harold:

Thanks very much for yours of the fourteenth, .
enclosing mea copy of a letter from Mr.Nathan 3
George Horwitt regarding India,

Wheat is arriving in India right along at a rate
of better than 100,000 tons a month so I don't

See any necessity for putting on a publicity :
stunt like Mr, Horwitt suggests,

Sinc erd%‘/

b, ) Hof e st s

3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W.
Washington 7, D, ¢, -
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E HOUSE

WASHINGTON .
S July 23, 1951

Dear Harold:

I appreciate very much your letters of the
fourteenth and eighteenth.

I don't know what is wrong with the ;)res ent
Congress for it to act in the manner in which
it is. They are certainly giving me plenty of
trouble but I guess we will live through it.

" Sincer ély yours,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes
3624 Prospect Avenue, N. W.

-+ Washington 7, D. C.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON ,
July 30, 1951

Dear Harold:;

I am enclosing you a copy of a letter which
Philip Pearlman, Solicitor General, wrote to
Emanuel Celler about the Tidelands steal. It
sets out exactly the legal proposition with '
which we are faced and shows that the Power
Companies and the States Attorneys General
Association are the *‘flies in the ointment’’ at N
the present time, : B : :
I haven’t heard how the vote came out Friday
--that is, I haven’t had a chance to analyze it

but I believe we are going to prevent them from
getting away with this steal, PR S

Sihcerely yours,

fl;/ﬁp / ‘

Honorable Harold Ickes
3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W, . B
Washington 7, D. C. '

P ot al




+ _ THE WHITE HOUSE

- WASHINGTON August 9, 1951

Dear Harold:

| Pt
I appreciate most highly your good letter of the
s seventh and I was especially pleased with the sug-

. gestions you made regarding the off-shore oil
o properties of the United States. . .

I can't understand the interior states taking the
attitude that they have in this matter. This is a
forty billion dollar steal -- maybe fifty billion
dollars -- from the people of the United States,
for the benefit of a few oil lobbyists and the people

in control of the three of our states that border on
these rich properties.

I really don't think they will be able to get by with ley a
this program. Lo

Sincerely yours

Honorable Harold L. Ickes
3624 Prospect Avenue, N. W.
Washington 7, D, C,

e e —— . . ,ﬁea SUIy DOCEUTY  UIUY ™ Iave - uotis e g = RGNy
o ) :?12111::31:3‘1»1 have often wondered whether there should not be- &’

+gipIied when such. interesta as thosd of‘oil come to the meﬁ

+ paya’aigproportionate share: of thelr hdvertising coste. -
TN WL Ly s pl e YL N
o ¢ KPS TR . IO A N TV GRS O SR E AR
* !-\3"?' }~5&5§\{""{ thls =wmy- sntizin .\.-“gl oot s "
. \ }p’ .

- . : @NA0IIT] 1;" L
§ SSDIONDO 0 RIVIATT ‘NOISIAIA IJTYOSANGN THL 30 SNOLIOETICO FHI WO 2 |



S 4" THE WHITE HOUSE ° . ‘
‘ WASHINGTON
August 25, 1951

Dear Harold:

" " I appreciated most highly your letter of the
twenty-third and I am glad you liked the -
speech on what really makes an American R R
citizen, which I made to the American Legion S
boys on the dedication of their building. The

platform was half filled with fascists and [ was

talking to them more than to anybody else. tﬂ;‘:'
- I'hadn’t heard about the ‘*Millionaires® Tax nd
' Amendment'’ to the Constitution of the United Aan=
States. If we begin to write legislation into that ' ‘s
Constitution we might just as well tear it up, ok
There were some amendments attached to it d :
after the War between the States which would he
a have been better left off of it. < ‘he
g Propaganda seems easier to get over in this ‘
country than anywhere else and it is always «hoie o
propaganda that is not in the interest of the ::: tu
people. They are gullible and some of us have in
to keep telling them what the facts are or we ill:
: would lose everything we have fought for since &
1860, All we can do is to keep pounding for what ;
Q we think is right, A .
'é,l Sincerely yours sore
it to
_ WWA——/ N
‘ : o1
Honorable Harold L. Ickes yderal
3624 Prospect Avenue, N.W. fers
Washington 7, D. C. the
o ' - 3 ‘ y in
g Lions -
4
,9 g’ —rre- T T s e e e _ Rt
f] 5 : ¢ ‘‘such a vibigmé‘a:n'd. unfair amendment, according to Representative
’ Wright Patman, who seems to be the only member of Congress thus far who'
g is publicly opposing it, would cause "even in the most prosperous years
! ' . L . : :
8 ' - ‘
a 9
'! é
{
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON * )
October 13, 1951

Personal

Dear Harold:

Thanks a lot for your note of the tenth. I'll never

understand what possessed my good friend Clint

Anderson to write the letter he did, which caused

the difficulty. You can never tell what friends are

going to do - sometimes with the best of intentions
| they cause you a lot of embarrassment.

\

Sincerely yoxirs,

Honora;ble Harold L. Ickes
3624 Prospect Avenue, N. W.
Washington 7, D. C.




THE WHITE HOUSE

—

WASHINGTON A
November 5, 1951

Dear Harold:

[ am certainly sorry you have been under the weather.
I got Clark Clifford to go out to Wisconsin and he

seems to have done a very good job.

I am also sorry to hear about the death of Alvin J.
Wirtz. I remember him very well and thought very
highly of him. He got on the train in nineteen hun-
dred and forty-eight and rode part way across Texas
with me. I wish I had known about his. passing sooner
so I could have taken notice of it.

I will be glad to talk with you about the poﬁﬁc;l situa~ -

tion just as soon as I can arrange it. It may be neces-

sary for you to wait until I get back from Key West, I
am leaving sometime this week to get a few days rest.
When I get back 1L ‘\yﬁil_lAbe‘ most happy tO S€e you.

Sincerely your :

Honorable Harold L. Ickés~
3624 Prospect Avenue, N, W. : RS
Washington 7, D. C. ' - s




the consumer at its mrcy.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
Ue S. Naval-Station,
_ney West, Florida.

November 26, 1981,

Dear Mr. Ickes:

I am grateful for your thoughtful
letter of November 21ste I have ncted very
carefully all that you say about the Hungry
Horse Dam project in iontana,

I would suggest, in my absence,
that you get in toucn with Charlie Lurphy
and acquaint him with the fears expressed in
your letter to me, lMeanwhile, I-can assure
you that the decision will not be made until
after my return to Washingtons I am glad you
wrote as you did.

Very sincerely youfs,

Honorable Harold L. Ickes,

Apartment 308,

3701 Connect:.cut Avenue N ¥, 3
Vashington 8, D. C.

. wm plant,
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; PHILIP J. KLASS
i 404 "N ST. SOUTHWEST
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20024

(202) 854-3901

September 20, 1989

A person's hand-written signature is like a snowflake--no

two are identical.

Before the advent of the "Xerox Era," and the "Auto-pen™"
machine, the very existence of two identical signatures was
considered to be "very strong evidence of forgery," according to
the book "Questioned Documents,” authored by Albert S. Osborn,
published in 1978. Osborn notes that "the fact that two
signatures are very nearly alike 1is not alone necessarily an
indication of forgery of one or both but the question is whether
they are suspiciously alike.” (Emphasis added.)

) The MJ-12 papers that were released by William L. Moore,
Jaime Shandera and Stanton T. Friedman in May, 1987, reportedly
were received on 35 mm. film by Shandera on Dec. 11, 1984. The
MJ=12 documents consisted of what purported to be a briefing
paper for President-elect Eisenhower, seemingly written by Rear-
Adm. R.H. Hillenkoetter, and a purported memorandum signed by
President Harry Truman to Defense Secretary James Forrestal,
dated September 24, 1947, which called for the creation of
"Operation Majestic Twelve" (MJ-12).

THE "HARRY TRUMAN" SIGNATURE ON THIS MJ-12 LETTER IS
IDENTICAL TO THE SIGNATURE ON AN AUTHENTIC LETTER THAT TRUMAN
WROTE TO DR. VANNEVAR BUSH ON OCTOBER 1, 1947. FURTHER, THE MJ-
12 SIGNATURE IS "SUSPICIOUSLY ALIKE" THE ONE OF OCTOBER 1, 1947,
IN THAT BOTH HAVE A SMALL (accidental) SCRATCH MARK NEAR THE LEFT
UPPER PART OF THE RIGHT-HAND VERTICAL STROKE OF THE LETTER "H".

Photo-copies of both signatures are supplied so you can
superimpose them and hold them up to a light source for your own
examination. The Truman signature and small "scratch mark" on
the MJ-12 memo are slightly heavier than on the original Oct. 1,

1947, letter, as a result of multiple photo-copying operations

used in making the hoax document.

Photo-copies of other known-to-be-authentic Truman signa-
tures, written during the same time-period, are included so that
you can make a similar comparison with the authentic Truman Oct.
1, 1947, letter-signature to substantiate that each genuine
signature is wunique. (Copies of the complete letters from which
signatures were taken are available on request.)

--more--
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Because this Truman memorandum is counterfeit, clearly the
alleged Hillenkoetter MJ-12 briefing paper, contained on the same
35 mm. film, is also a counterfeit because it includes a
reference to a "special classified executive order of President
Truman on 24 September, 1947...°" involving Bush and Forrestal.
(Numerous other flaws which indicate the Hillenkoetter briefing
paper 1is counterfeit are detailed in my two articles in The
Skeptical Inquirer, [Winter 1987-88, Spring 1988.])

Today, there are signature machines, such as the "Auto-pen,"
manufactured by a small company near Washington D.C., used by the
White House, by Congress, and others, which can create any number
of identical signatures for busy executives whose signatures are
needed for large numbers .of outgoing letters. The first such
machine made its government  debut during the Truman
Administration for use in the Defense Dept., according to an
article in the Aug. 22, 1989, edition of The Washington Post.

Was such a machine in use in the White House in 1947, when
the Truman MJ-12 memo purportedly was written? In response to
my query, the director of the Harry S. Truman Library--Dr.
Benedict K. Zobrist-~-wrote me on July 25, 1989, to say: "My
archives staff has never found in the White House files an

evidence that Truman ever used a signature machine." (Emphasis
added.)

Even if a signature machine had been installed in the White
House in 1947, it would take less time for the President to sign
the single MJ-12 memo than to call and ask his secretary to take
it to the signature machine!

Others have earlier pointed out another suspicious flaw in
the alleged Truman memo to Forrestal. This is the fact that the
numerical portion of the date--"24, 1947"--was typed wusing a
different machine than the one used to type "September."® -

The logical explanation for this is that the counterfeiter
used a 30+ year old machine to make it appear that the memo was
written in 1947. But the ancient-vintage machine's numerical
keys were inoperative, forcing: the counfeiter to type the
numerical part of the date on a more modern machine and paste it
in. If this were an authentic Truman memo, it would indicate
that the President's secretary did not have access to a fully
operable typewriter--which is unthinkable.

Stanton T. Friedman, who together with Moore and Shandera
made public the MJ-12 papers in the spring of 1987, knew shortly
after their release--more than two years ago--that the Truman
signature on the MJ-12 memorandum was identical to the one on
Truman's Oct. 1, 1947 letter to Bush.
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Friedman reported this fact in his article published in the
Sept./Oct. 1987, issue of International UFO Reporter. But he
implied that the "match" between the signature on the Oct. 1
letter to Bush and the Sept. 24 MJ-12 memo indicated that the MJ-
12 document was authentic when 1in fact it revealed just the
opposite. (I am indebted to Christopher D. Allan of the U.K. for
bringing Friedman's claim to my attention, and to Joe Nickell for
supplying references from the book "Questioned Documents.")

Friedman and Moore are believed to have obtained a copy of
the authentic Oct. 1, 1947, Truman-Bush memorandum from the Bush
collection in the Manuscript Div. of the Library of Congress at
least several years before the MJ-12 papers reportedly were
received. Their perusal of the Bush papers in the Library of
Congress was prompted by a 1950 memorandum written by a Canadian
scientist, named Wilbert B. Smith. His memo claimed that the
U.S. government was conducting a highly classified investigation
into "flying saucers" which was headed by Bush.

Evidence of Friedman's and Moore's research into the Bush
papers can be found in Moore's mid-1982 MUFON conference
proceedings paper. Moore disclosed that Bush had returned to
Washington about Sept. 16, 1947, and on Sept. 24, 1947, he and
Forrestal had met with Truman, and Bush had agreed to head the
Pentagon's new research and development board.

Earlier this vyear, Friedman received a $16,000 grant from
the Fund for UFO Research for further investigation into the
authenticity of the MJ-12 papers. Ironically, he already had in
his posssession the "smoking gun."

I INVITE MOORE, SHANDERA AND/OR FRIEDMAN TO JOIN ME IN
ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE THE PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE FOR CREATING
THESE COUNTERFEIT DOCUMENTS BY RESPONDING FULLY AND CANDIDLY TO
MY REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION. 1 remind Friedman and Moore that in
their 1981 MUFON paper, they quoted Albert Einstein as follows:
"The right to search for the truth implies also a duty; one must
not conceal any part of what one has recognized to be the truth."

[Reproduced below is President Truman's authentic signature
from his Oct. 1, 1947, letter to Dr. Vannevar Bush. Compare it
with the MJ-12 signature, and with other authentic signatures
reproduced on the attached page.] : :

October 1, 1947

" (Authentic)

A

P T KR GV I N




February 28, 1947

Sincere}y yours

July 31, 1947

Very sincerely yours,

November 8, 1947

stair, It 1S most.

* am happy to have"

December 23, 1946

Sincerely your /

1

January 14, 1947

slloren

April 16, 1947

Very sincerely

September 26, 1947
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acknowledgement and list of Inﬁeri§r
ars who received copy of President's
be found in ERP files..

© ser 30, 1UT

The Acting Secretary of State, in reporting to me
on the progress made in examining the report submitted by .
. the Paris Conference on European Economic Recovery and in
" the formulation of an Administration positiecn with regard.
to this report, has expressed great appreciation of the
assistance received from you and the members of your Depart- .
. ment working on this matter. e S

While I naturally expect the fullest measure of
co-operation from members of the Executive Departmemts, I - . .
am very gratified at the fine teamwork being displayed both . .
by the individuals and the agencies involved. I have noted . -
it with pleasure, and I commend you and your associates for
the great efforts being made in this ‘undertaking. I hépe -you'
will pass on to the persomnel of your Department who have been
so helpful, an assurance of my gratitude and appreciation. for
their work. = . S B T

Very sincerely yours, -

Thé Honorable )
The Secretary of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.
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10 September 1987 ‘
Freedom of Information Act Request

(5 U.s.C. 552)

Mr. W. GLENN CAMPBELL, Chairman
President's Intelligence Oversight Board
0l1d Executive Office Bldg.

Washington, DC

20500

Dear Mr. Campbell:

Sir, I am writing to you (see enclosure A-1 and A-2) because
it IS indicated in the Executive Order 12356 Sec. 1.2 e (see
enclosure B-4) that your Office HAS the responsibility to
"...determine the agency having primary subject matter
‘interest and forward the information, with appropriate
recomendations, to the agency for classification
determination."

I am making a formal Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C.

552) request (see enclosure B-6, E. 0. 12356 3.4 a 1) to your

- Office with regard to the authenticity of THESE two documents
‘(see enclosure C-1 thru C-3 and D-1 thru D-8),

Please note the following-

1, I DID inf;;;wmy security office manager and DIS (see
enclosure E-1 and E-2) of the receipt of THIS (MJ-12)
document (see enclosure D-1 thru D-8).

2. Per the DIS response (see enclosure E-3 para. 4); I DID
make a request to the Air Force (see enclosure F-1 and F-2).
The Air Force will NOT deny the authenticity of this "MJ-12"
document and demure by stating "The FOIA does not require any
agency to analyze and/or interpret documents for a requester
nor issue authenticity statements." (see enclosure F-5),

3. The same individual who proiided me with a copy of the
"MJ-12" document also provided me with a partial copy of the
"PROJECT AQUARIUS" document (see enclosure C-1 through C-3).

4. The "SNOWBIRD" document (see enclosure C-3) is but one
page of the "PROJECT AQUARIUS" document (see enclosure C-1
thru C-3) which "WAS PREPARED BY MJ12" (see enclosure C-1).

5. There ARE regulations; i. e., DoD Directive 5200.1-R (see

enclosure G-1 thru G-4) against the circulation of a document
bearing a "TOP SECRET" heading (see enclosure C-3) and I DID

obey the rules when I turned the document into my security



office manager (see enclosure G-2 6-102 b > H-3 and H- 4)

e P

0. My security office manager DID follow these rules (see
enclosure G-2 6-103) when he issued this request (see
enclosure H-6) regarding the FACT that I had in my possession
a copy of the "TOP SECRET" "SNOWBIRD" document.

7. DoD Directive 5200.1-R 6-104 b in conjunction with E, O.
12356 (see enclosure B-1 thru B-9) makes it patently clear
that upon receipt of a request the "originating agency" (see
enclosure B-7 Sec. 3.4 f 2) MUST have implemented (see
enclosure B-8 Sec. 5.3) some sort of sanctions for the safe
guarding of classified information.

8. The closure of my file (see enclosure H-1) AFTER checking
(see enclosure F-11) to see if the "SNOWBIRD" document HAD
been properly declassified and WITHOUT implementing ANY
"sanctions" DEMONSTRATES that within the law; THIS document
A(see:entlosure C-3) HAS been "Officially" authenticated!

9. The SAME regulations that apply to the "SNOWBIRD" document
also apply to the "OPERATION MAJESTIC-12" document. I HAVE
demonstrated this fact (see enclosure I-1 thru I-7). AGAIN;
the Air Force would NOT repudiate the document as a hoax!
(see enclosu1e I-8).

10. The "MJ-12" document IS receiving attention by the news
media (see enclosure J-1 thru J-3). Mr. Richard Bissel
believes that the document is authentic (see enclosure K-5).
The National Archives HAS certified the Cutler Memo (see
enclosure L-1 thru L-3) which makes reference to the "MJ-12
SSP briefing" document (see enclosure D-1 thru D-8). AND; Mr.
William Moore HAS published (see enclosure M-1 thru M-7) a
paper that refutes the tenuous claims made by Mr. Klass with
regard to this documentation.

In conclusion; I respectfully request-

1. A complete "OFFICIALLY" released copy of the "OPERATION
MAJESTIC-12" document (see enclosure D-1 thru D-8).

2. A complete "OFFICIALLY" released copy of the "PROJECT
AQUARIUS" document (see enclosure C-1 thru C-3).

Thank you for your time Sir.

Sincerely
2L P,

Lee M. Graham
526 W. Maple
Monrovia, CA



. '.;‘J ~ie e TeNyes

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

s

PRESIDENT'S INTELLIGENCE OVERSIGHT BOARD
September 28, 1987

Dear Mr. Graham,

This 1is in response to your request under the Freedom of Information
Act.

The President's Intelligence Oversight Board, as part of the White
House Office and the President's immediate personal staff, is not
an "agency" within the definition and coverage of the Freedom of
Information Act. See Kissinger v. Reporters Committee, 445 U.S.
136, 156, (1980). Accordingly the Act does not apply to the Board.
Therefore, we respectfully decline your request.

Sincerely, :

t and Security Officer

Mr. Lee M. Graham
526 West Maple
Monrovia, California 91016
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THE WHITE HOUSE : ‘ 855
- WASHINGTON C

May 35, 1953

CONF,

MEMORANDUM

' Dr, ZBtu;l’x< and Dr. Oppenheimer have been invited by
the President ¥o appear before the National Security Council
on Wednesday, May 27, to give their Points of view on Item

2 of the Agenda, "Armaments and Americap Policy", They were
both members of ¥he enheimer Commlttee of the State Depart-
pent which made the basic report. They will not participate
in the discussions by the Council, but merely appear to state

_their views and be questioned,

Dr, Bush will appear at Mr. Stsphens' office at 11'15,
and wait until he is called into the Council Room,

Dr. Oppenheimer will come to my office at 9:30, so
as to have an opportunity to read the basic paper which the
Committee will discuss relative to Item 2. He will then go to
Mr, Stephens' office, to be there at 11:15, where he will await
a call to the Council Room with Dr,  Bush,

The staff should arrange to get Dr. Oppenheimer from .
ny office over to Mr. Stephens' office. I am sending a copy

of this memorandum to Mr, Stephens and Mr, Simmons, 8o there
vill be no d.iffionlty about admitting these gemtlamn on

f 0

Special Assigtant
to the President

Mr, William D, Simmons
Mr, Jazes 8. Lay, Jr.

oI

-7
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¥ THE WHITE HOUSE 855
" WASHINGTON
, May 35, 1953
| oormmnu./

MEMORANDUNM

Dr, Bush and Dr. Opzenheimor have been invited by
the President to appear before the National Security Council
on Wednesday, May 27, to give their Points of view on Item
2 of the Agenda, "Armaments and American Policy®, They were
both members of ¥he Uppenheimer Committee of the State Depart~
ment which made the basic report. They will not participate
in the discussions by the Council, but merely appear to state

_their views and de questioneé.

Dr. Bush will appear e.t Mr, Stephens' office at 11:15,
and wait until he is called into the Council Room,

Dr. Oppenheimer will come to my office at 9:30, so
as t0 have an opportunity to read the basic paper which the
Committee will discuss relative to Item 2. He will then go to
Mr, Stephens' office, to be thers at 11:15, where he will await
a call to the Council Room with Dr.- Bush,

-The staff should arrange to get Dr. Oppenheimer from
ny office over to Mr. Stephens' office. I am sending a copy
of this memorandum to Mr. Steéphens and Mr, Simmons, so there
will be no difﬁoulty about admitting these gentlemen on

'M

Special Assigtant
to the President

C0: Mr, Thomas E. Stephens}/
Mr, ¥illiam D, Simmons
Mr, James 8, Lay, Jr.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 21, 1954

Mr. President:

The following desired especially that I bring to you
“heir personal respects and estveem:
‘lajor General Frederic E. Glantzberg
Adniral Fechteler
General Hoge
- High Commissioner Conant
General and lirs. Gruenther
General Norstad <

States with Ledy Gault in October)
Ambassador and lirs. David Bruce
Arbessadcr Boalen
Ambassador Hughes

Arbessador and Mrs. Aldrich / e
. Sir Jemes Gault (who is talking of visiting the United /{ /1 DE

K ’ ‘L‘j
ROBIRT CUTLER
Special Assistant

to the President
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The magazine’s editor, Om:m m»m.:-
berg, asked wmnEmS “So you're saying
that a UFO co®®ld crash anywhere in

this country, even in the largest city
in the nation, and, for the most part,
the military could keep it quiet?”
Beckley replied, “Well, to be honest
with you, UFOs hardly make it into
the papers in New York,” going on to
explain how New Yorkers seem to
have tired of the whole subject. Now
it is a well-known fact that New
Yorkers have become jaded from their
constant exposure to bizarre sights,
but it seems to me that even the most

“I've-seen-it-all” New Yorker might .

come at least a little unglued should
a flying saucer be seen crashing down
in the middle of town.

In other news on the saucer ?oa
James Moseley reports from the 1989
MUFON Convention. in Las Vegas
what must be the ultimate in humi-

liation for saucerdom. After the -
reporters at a sparsely attended news -

conference had been regaled by con-
- ference speakers with tales of saucer

134

vF

"when the big day arrived MUFON -

crashes, cattle Bcz_m:o:.a: and the

like, MUFON's president Walt Andrus
opened the floor to questions from the
media—and there were none! Also at that
conference, John Lear, whose bizarre
claims of the U.S.-government collu-
sion with vicious space aliens have
previously enlivened this column,
announced his retirement from UFOI-
ogy. Lear was clearly miffed that while

he was the MUFON conference chair- -

man and did much of the organizing,

refused to let him speak at the main
event! Perhaps they were afraid that
Lear would repeat before the few
reporters present what he had earlier

. ~ told Paul Harasim of the Houston Post:

that the majority of American children

- listed as missing each year have

actually been eaten by space aliens.
UFOlogy will inded be less colorful

.~ without the contributions of John

Lear, but there are plenty of other
rising young stars whose imaginations

are every bit as fertile as his. Q

SKEPTICAL INQUIRER, Vol. 14

New Evidence

IR A eyt R

of MJ-12 HoOX =

PHILIP J. KLASS

“smoking gun” recently has been dis-

covered that confirms beyond any doubt

that the alleged “Top Secret/Eyes Only”

MJ-12 documents, which seemingly showed that.

the U.S. government had captured at least one

crashed flying saucer and the -bodies of several
extraterrestrials in 1947, are countferfeit.

. The MJ-12 documents were made public on

‘May 29, 1987, by William L. Moore and two

associates, Jaime Shandera and Stanton T.
Friedman. If authentic, the documents. would

confirm claims made in a 1980 book, The Roswell

Incident, authored by Moore and Charles Berlitz,
of “Bermuda Triangle” fame.

The M]J-12 papers include what purports to
be a one-page memorandum from President
Harry Truman to Defense Secretary James
Forrestal, dated September 24, 1947—several
months after the alleged crashed-saucer recov-

. ery in New Mexico. The letter authorized

Forrestal and Vannevar Bush to create a top-
level Majestic-Twelve (M]-12) group to analyze
the crashed saucer and alien bodies. The other
M]J-12 document is a lengthy status report on
M]J-12’s crashed-saucer research efforts, seem-
ingly intended to brief President-elect Eisen-
hower, dated November 18, 1952. The briefing
paper seemingly was written by Rear Admiral
R. H. Hillenkoetter, who had earlier headed the
Central Intelligence Agency and allegedly was
a member of MJ-12.

A roll of 35-mm film, ~omm~rmn with vrono-A
copies of these two “Top Secret/Eyes Only”
documents, reportedly arrived at the home of
Shandera by mail from an unknown sender on
December 11, 1984. Moore, Shandera, and

Winter 1990

Examination
indicates
signature on
key MJ-12
document was
photocopied.

135



Friedman n_m:: that »rm< mvma the
next two and a half years investigating
the mcﬂrm::n;% of the MJ-12 papers
before making them public in May
1987.

Moore and his associates said that
their lengthy investigation had failed
to turn up anything that would cast
doubt on the authenticity of the MJ-
12 papers. My own investigation re-
vealed many reasons to suspect the
M]J-12 papers were counterfeit. (See
my two articles published in SI: Winter
1987-88, p. 137; Spring 1988, p. 279.)

Recently, I discovered hard physical
>vidence that demonstrates that these
documents are counterfeit. This is
nased on the fact that a person’s hand-
written signature is like a mzoimmrm|
10 two are ever identical:

Before the advent of the “Xerox
ra” and “signature-machines,” the
rery existence of two identical signa-
ures was considered to be “very strong
vidence of forgery,” according to the book
Questioned Documents, by Albert S.

Jsborn, published in 1978. Osborn:

wotes that “the fact that two signa-

ures are very nearly alike is not alone

recessarily an indication of forgery of
me or both but the question is
vhether they are mﬁEnome alike.”
Emphasis added.)

The “Harry Truman” signature on
he MJ-12 Truman memorandum of
september. 24, 1947, is suspiciously like
he signature on the letter that
lmuman wrote to Vannevar Bush on
Jctober 1, 1947, the original of which

found in the Bush collection in the

Aanuscript Division of the Library of -

“ongress and made several photo-
opies of it there.

In signing the authentic letter to .
sush, Truman’s pen accidentally "

kidded slightly, creating a small
xtraneous mark on the left upper
-art of the right-hand <mn:nm_ stroke
1 the letter “H.” The same “skidmark”
ppears on the Truman signature of the M]-

36

ST T T ,K.si \Fv.\dl.j.w,. ;

Nl

12 memo of mnvgsmaw 24, 1947. 1t is

slightly heavier on the MJ-12 memo
because of the multiple photocopying
operations used to make the hoax
document.

(Photocopies of both signatures are
shown on the opposite page. Readers
who are sufficiently interested can

-make photocopies and superimpose

them before a strong light to confirm
that the two are identical.)

" If the Truman signature is a coun-
terfeit, then so is the alleged Hillen-
koetter ' MJ-12 briefing paper,
contained on the same 35-mm film,
which makes specific reference to this
“special classified executive order of
President Truman on 24 September,
1947...."

To obtain an mxvmi no:ovoﬂm:o:,”
of my own findings, I called David -

Crown, a professiona; “document ex-

aminer” in the Washington, D.C.,

area, who previously headed ‘the

Central Intelligence Agency’s ques- -

tioned documents laboratory. Crown
informed me that the Truman memo

~.had already been exposed as a hoax

because it was written on a typewriter
that “did not even exist in 1947.” He
told me that this discovery had been
made by a highly respected document
examiner, whose name and telephone
number he provided. (I will refer to
the latter document examiner as PT
because of his reluctance to become
a public figure in nrm ZTS con-
Sd<mnm< )

When 1 called PT, he nxvnmmmmg

great interest in obtaining a copy of

Opposite page: Authentic Hamy Truman
signature from letter of Oct. 1, 1947, to
Vannevar Bush (fop). This signature and the

one on MJ12 document (bottom) are’

“suspiciously alike”—indicating MJ-12
memo Is a forgery. The MJ-12 skidmark on
the “H"” is heavier becouse of multiple
photocopies used to create counterfeit
document.
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the authentic Truman-Bush signature
of October 1 because he had earlier
been drawn into the MJ-12 contro-
versy through’a friend, also a profes-
sional document examiner. PT’s
earlier analysis of the typeface of the
machine used to prepare the MJ-12
Truman memo indicated that it was
a Smith-Corona machine that first
appeared in 1963—more than 15 years
after the September 24, 1947, date on
the memao. o
PT asked me to send the October
.1 memo to him by overnight mail
because he was leaving in two days

for a meeting of professional docu-

ment examiners in San Francisco, and
I.did so. In our first conversation, I
mentioned that the MJ-12 Truman
signature was approximately 3.6 per-
cent longer than the one on the
October 1 letter, which I attributed
to optical distortion during the several
photocopying operations needed to

produce 'z counterfeit. PT explained

that Xerox, and its competitors, inten-
‘tionally do not reproduce a thin border
around the outside of a document to
be copied—to avoid creating unwant-
ed lines at the edges. To compensate
for this, the original copy is enlarged
. by roughly 1.2 percent—which is
. imperceptible to the casual reader.
Thus, if a counterfeiter had needed
three photocopying iterations to
produce the MJ-12 memo—as my own
experiments suggested—this would
account for the fact that the MJ-12

signature is about 3.6 percent larger )

than the October 1 signature.

Eight days later, PT called and in-
formed me that the MJ-12 signature
was “a classic signature transplant,”
i.e,, a photocopy forgery. In the au-
thentic October 1 signature, a portion
of the top of the “T” in “Truman”
barely intersected the “s” at the end
of “Sincerely yours.” When the coun-
terfeiter had used typewriter correc-
tion fluid to retouch out the “Sincerely
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“yours,” he had siightly “thinned” the”
- width of the top of the “T.” This

retouching, PT told me, is the “kind
of coup de grice we look for.”

PT told me he had made overhead
projector transparencies of the MJ-12
and October 1 signatures and taken
them to San Francisco to show at the
meeting of professional document
examiners. He first showed his
audience the MJ-12 Truman memo
typeface, pointing out that the Smith-
Corona machine used did not exist in
1947. Then PT showed the MJ-12
Truman signature and superimposed
a copy of the October 1 signature—

. enlarged by about 3.6 percent—and

pointed out the “thinning” of the top

‘of the “T.” PT said his audience.gave )
a verbal endorsement—“a chorus of.

‘Ah-haa! ~ - :

PT told me he had already called
Moore’s longtime associate Stanton
Friedman ‘to inform him of PT’s
findings because “he had [earlier) sent
me all this [MJ-12] material . . . [and]
I felt I'owed it to him to tell him that
he should just wash his hands of this.”
(Friedman opted to ignore PT’s advice.
The next week Friedman spoke at a
MUFON regional conference near St.
Louis and repeated his earlier endor-
sement of the authenticity of the MJ-
12 papers.) .

Friedman, who has been the most
outspoken defender of the authenti-
city of the MJ-12 papers, knew at least
shortly after their release—more than
two years ago—that the Truman

-signature on the MJ-12 memorandum

“match[ed]” the one on a letter
Truman wrote to Bush in October
1947. , C
Friedman reported this fact in his
article published in the September/
October 1987 International UFO Reporter
claiming that this “match” confirmed
the authenticity of the MJ-12 docu-

‘ment. In fact, it really revealed just

the opposite. (I am indebted to Chris-
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topher D. Allan of the United King-
dom for bringing Friedman'’s claim to
my attention, and to Joe Nickell for
supplying references from the book
Questioned Documents.)

Earlier this year, Friedman re-
quested and received a $16,000 grant
from the Fund for UFO Research
(FUFOR) for further investigation
into the authenticity of the MJ-12
papers. Ironically, he already had in

- his possession the “smoking ‘gun.”
_ Friedman, in an interim report on his

FUFOR funded research, published in
the September 1989 MUFON UFO
Journal—prior to receiving PT’s call—

said his research had found nothing

to question the “legitimacy” of the MJ-
12 papers. : - :
Others have earlier pointed out
another suspicious flaw in the alleged
Truman memo toForrestal. This is the

- fact that the numerical portion of the
date—"24, 1947"—was typed using a -

different machine from the one used to

The logical explanation for this
flaw is that the counterfeiter used an
old-vintage machine to make it appear

that the memo was written in 1947.
_ ‘But the machine’s numerical keys

were inoperative, forcing the counter-
feiter to type the numerical part of
the date on a different machine and
paste it in..If this were an authentic
Truman memo, it would indicate that
‘the President’s secretary did not have

access to a fully operable typewriter—.

which is highly unlikely.

Friedman and Moore visited the
library to peruse the Bush collection
in 1981-1982, prompted by a 1950
memorandum written by Wilbert B.
Smith, a Canadian engineer. Smith’s
memo claimed that the U.S. govern-

ment was conducting a highly classi-

fied investigation into “flying sau:

" cers,” directed by Bush.

In Moore’s paper presented at a

'MUFON. conference in early July

Winter 1990
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1982, he reported that he and Fried-
man had “spent considerable time in
Washington, D.C. over the past year
locating and researching dusty files
and records. . . .” This enabled him to
report that Vannevar Bush and

Defense Secretary Forrestal had met

- with President Truman on September

24, 1947—the date of the MJ-12
memo—after Bush had agreed to head
the Pentagon’s new research and
development board.

A -third document made public by
Moore, Shandera, and Friedman in the
spring of 1987 was what purported

.to be a “Top Secret” memo from

President Eisenhower’s special assist-
ant, Robert Cutler, to USAF chief-of-
staff Gen. Nathan Twining. The
memo, dated July 14, 1954, informed
Twining of a slight change of plans
for a- White House meeting of the

e

“NSC [National Security Council]/MJ-
12 Special Studies Project” to be held

on July 16.

Moore and Shandera said they -

found the unsigned carbon copy when
they visited the National Archives in
mid-1985. As Shandera explained to
me; because the memo was found in

"the National ‘Archives it seemed to

officially confirm the existence of MJ-
12. However, the Cutler memo lacked
a registration number, which all other
Top Secret documents in the same
files had. Nevertheless, Friedman
claimed the memo was authentic
because it concluded with “your
concurrence in the above change of
arrangements is assumed”—almost
identical language to that used by

Cutler in an earlier memo to Twining, -

‘dated July 13, 1953, Friedman and

Moore had found this authentic memo
in 1981 in the collection of Twining’s

_ papers at the Library of Congress.

Curiously, the MJ-12 Cutler memo

" was found in recently declassified

USAF intelligence material—an
unlikely place for a carbon copy
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* seemingly intended for White 'House
files. Also, it had been folded as if it
had been carried in the breast pocket
of a man’s suft. Subsequent investi-
gation Yy the National Archives
revealed that Cutler could not possibly
have written the letter because he was
out of the country on July 14, 1954.
This and other questionable aspects
of the document were detailed by a
National Archives official in a three-
page memorandum. .

Did Twining attend an NSC meet-
ing at the White House, as instructed

by the MJ-12 Cutler memo? When I
checked Twining’s official log for July

"16, 1954, it showed many appoint-
ments but no NSC briefing. When 1
pointed out this discrepancy to Fried-
man, he argued that the White House
MJ-12 meeting was so secret that it

K

log showed: “National Security Coun-
cil at White House all day”—demol-
ishing Friedman’s claim. By a curious
coincidence, this secret July 16, 1953,
NSC meeting was held one year to
the day of the alleged MJ-12 NSC
meeting. .
Ironically, in the introduction to a
paper on crashed-saucer claims
authored by Moore and Friedman,
presented at the 1981 MUFON con-
ference, they quoted Albert Einstein
as follows: “The right to search for

the truth-implies also a duty; one must. -

not conceal any part of what one has
recognized to be the truth.” This
recalls the admonition by French
philosopher Charles Peguy: “He who
does not bellow the truth when he

“knows the truth makes himself the

oo IYfESE
SRS
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DAVID MORRISON and CLARK R. CHAPMAN

atastrophism has had a bad reputation
in science. Often associated with .the
“flood geology” of the creationists, the

. colliding worlds of Velikovsky, or the apocalyptic

predictions of the millennialists, catastrophism
has been almost automatically branded as un-
scientific. For- more than a century scientists
developed the alternate uniformitarian . philo-
sophy into a dogma. Catastrophist hypotheses

in'geology, astronomy, and biology were treated

with scorn.

It is now recognized

that catastrophic

Yet the times are changing. Long banished events have .

official log.

would not be listed in Twining’s accomplice of liars and mOnmmam.:.Q

If Friedman’s logic were valid, then

Twining’s official log ought not show .

him attending the “Extraordinary
Meeting of the National Security
Council” referred to in the authentic
Cutler memo of July 13, 1953. Cutler’s
memo explained that “special security
precautions” should -be taken “to
maintain absolute secrecy regarding

participation” in the NSC meeting. For

example, Cutler explained that Twin-
ing was to enter the White House
grounds via a special entrance and his
Pentagon limousine should not
remain parked near the White House.
No such security precautions were

prescribed in the MJ-12 Cutlér memo.-

When I checked Twining’s official
log in the Library of Congress it did
show that Twining attended the very
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Philip ]." Klass is the leading skeptical
investigator of UFQ claims. His most recent
books are UFO-Abductions: A Danger-
ous Game and UFQOs: The Public
Deceived. He lives in Washington, D.C,

® Editor’s Note: William L Moore was
informed of the investigation and conclusions
reported aboe. In a letter (October 16, 1989),
Moore acknowledged that the document
examiner referred to as PT had indeed made
his (hoax) findings available “some time ago”
and “we have not yet published them.” But,
he said, PT was only one of four document
examiners he and his colleagues had consulted

and claimed the opinions of the four about

the issues involved with the Truman document
are “mixed.” He did not name the other
examiners.- Moore said that a report would
be published soon. v ,
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to the fringes of science, catastrophism is
becoming respectable. There i a new, scientific
catastrophism, and it is markedly different from
its pseudoscientific predecessors. In fact, it is

now one of the most exciting areas in science.

Uniformitarianism is an outgrowth of the

«concept of uniformity—the notion that the laws of

nature are constant with time. Without the

- concept of uniformity, there can be no science.

But in the history of science—and of geology,
in particular—this concept was carried to an

_extreme. A strictly uniformitarian philosophy

sought to explain all geology in terms of the -
gradual action of ‘existing forces. The concept
of the forces of nature working slowly over the
eons later became an essential ingredient of
Darwin’s theory of the evolution of species.

In its strictest form, uniformitarianism
asserts that the past can be studied only by
analogy with the present—that existing forces,
given time enough, account for the observable
state of the world. But what if the assumptions
of uniformitarianism are not correct? Even -if

- the laws of nature are constant, change may

not always take place gradually. What if -
singular, rare events produce enormous conse-
quences? That is the definition of a catastrophe:

Winter 1990

profoundlly influenced

- the history of our A
planet and the
evolution of life,
afthough not in the
ways imagined by
Velikovsky or the
creationists. .
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Uctoder 6, 1243

Dear Judge mmdnmﬁmom"

This is in mnxzcd.i.muwu.mzw of your
latter of 3September nmwwﬁwmgu addressad to
the President. He was very glad wo. conply
with your request, and sent a letter to the

Reverend Dr. Darlington under yesterday's

date .

With personal good wishes,

>Hsmwm sincerely,

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the President

Honorable Robert P. Patterson,
Patterson, Belknap & Webb,

One %Wall Street,

New York S5, N. Y.
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WASHINGTON

August 15, 1947

Dear Bobv-

I am enclosmg you the letter dated July
eighteenth, written on my regular stationery -

~ with the electric ty'pewrxter in nonfadable ink,

We certainly miss you around here. At every
Cabinet Meeting since you left somebody has
remarked on your absence. *

~ You will never know what a ‘conti'ibution you

made to the welfare of the country during your
years as Secretary o£ War after I became '
Presxdent

. Please: remember me to Mrs. Patterson a.nd a.lli

the rest of the famxly.

Honorable Robert P. Pa.tterson
Cold Spring
New York -



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON ’ :
September 26, 1949

Dear Bob;

You don’t know how much I enjoyed the visit
with you the other day, It was certainly a
pleasure to see you and have a chance for a
frank talk,

I appreciate also your letter of the twenty-
second on the subject which we discussed,

that your family are in good health, I also
hope that you will always drop in to see me
when you are in this part of the world.

Honorable Rébgrt P. Patterson
One Wall Street
New York 5, New York

- S e rane s - a s sm e et g b amec Mo eof s e tm e e e feas o Svapes— e
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I hope everything is going'wéil with you and . ‘4 o

Moo
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January 14, 1947

April 16, 1947
July 31, 1947

~ Very sincerely yours,
September 26, 1947

| stafr. It 1s most/ _ o ;g, NsEnEOssssaNsassEEasannad)

"~ September 24, 19&7-
e my feeling that any future '

wwing appropriate discussions g
:h and the Director of Central 5
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December 23, 1946 : .
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PHILIP J. KLASS
404 "N BT. SOUTHWEST
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20024

1202) 854-5901

.September 20, 1989

A _person's hand-written signature is like a snowflake--no |
two are identical. R : RS :

Before the advent of the = "Xerox Era," and the "Auto-pen'
machine, the very existence of two -identical signatures was
considered to be "very strong evidence of forgery,"” according to
the book "Questioned Documents,” authored by - Albert S. Osborn,
published in 1978. ‘' Osborn .notes that "the fact that two
signatures are very nearly alike 1is not alone necessarlly an
indication of forgery of one or both but the questlon is whether

.they are suspiciously allke. (Emphasis added )

The MJ-12 papers that: were released by William L. Moore,'
Jaime Shandera and Stanton T. Friedman . in May, 1987, reportedly
were received on 35 mm. film by Shandera on Dec. 11, .1984.  The
MJ-12 documents consisted of what purported to be a briefing
paper for President-elect Eisenhower, seemlngly written by Rear-
Adm. R.H. Hillenkoetter, and: -purported memorandum signed- by
President Harry ' Truman- to. Defense Secretary James Forrestal,
dated September 24, 1947, whlch called for the. creation of
"Operatlon Majestic Twelve“ (MJ 12). L ‘

: THE "HARRY TRUMAN" SIGNATURE ON ‘THIS:- MJ-12° LETTER " IS
IDENTICAL TO THE SIGNATURE ON AN AUTHENTIC LETTER THAT TRUMAN
WROTE TO DR. VANNEVAR BUSH ON OCTOBER 1, 1947. FURTHER, THE MJ-..
12 SIGNATURE IS "SUSPICIOUSLY ALIKE" THE ONE OF OCTOBER 1, .1947,
IN THAT BOTH HAVE A SMALL (accidental) SCRATCH MARK NEAR THE LEFT

- UPPER PART OF THE RIGHT- HAND VERTICAL STROKE OF THE LETTER "“H".

Photo-copies of both 51gnatures are supplled SO you cani
superimpose them and hold them up to a -light: source for your. own.
examination. = The Truman signature and-. small ‘"scratch mark" -on

-the MJ-12 memo are slightly heavier than. on the" ‘original Oct. 1,

1947, letter, as a result: of .- multlple photo—copying operatlons o
used in- maklng the hoax document " kR : : P

Photo-coples of other known-to-be authentlc Truman 51gna4

tures, written durlng the" same t1me-per1od, are included so that =

yYyou can make a similar comparlson with ‘the authentic Truman Oct.
1, 1947, 1letter-signature: to . substantiate- that each’ genuine

signature is wunique. (Copies | of the complete letters from whlchg
51gnatures were taken are available on request ) - :

--more--



MJ-12 SMOKING GUN: - -2- Sept. 20, 1989

Because this Truman memorandum is counterfelt, clearly the

-alleged Hillenkoetter MJ-12- briefing paper;contained.on: the- sames e isr

35 mm. film, is also a counterfeit- because it includes a
reference to a "special classified-executive order of President
Truman on_ 24 September, 1947..." involving Bush and Forrestal.
(Numerous other flaws which 1indicate the Hillenkoetter briefing
paper 1is counterfeit are detailed  in my two articles in The'
Skeptical Inquirer, [Winter 1987-88, Spring 1988.]) : '

Today, there are 51gnature machines, such as the "Auto-pen,"
manufactured by a small company near Washington D.C., used by the
‘White House, by Congress, and others, which can create any number
of identical signatures for busy executives whose signatures are .
needed for large numbers of outgoing letters. The first such
- machine made -its. government debut during the Truman
Administration for use in the Defense Dept., according -to an
article in the Aug. 22, 1989, edltlon of The Washington Post.

Was such a machine in use in the White House in 1947{ when.

the Truman MJ-12 memo purportedly was written? In response. to
my ' query, the director of the Harry S. Truman lerary--Dr.
Benedict K. Zobrist--wrote me on ‘July 25, 1989, to say: "My
archives staff has never found in the White House files any

evidence that Truman ever used a signature machine." . (Emphasis
added.) ) L :

, Even if  a signature machine had been installed in the White -
House in 1947, it would take less time for the . President to sign
the single MJ-12 memo than to call and ask his secretary to take
it to the signature machlne!, : : ’

Others have earller p01nted out another ‘suspicious flaw inp‘f”

the alleged Truman memo to Forrestal. This is the fact that the
numerical portion of the date--"24, 1947"--was typed using a-
different machine than the one used to type "September. S

' The logical .explanatlon for this is that the counterfeltergfr
used a .30+ year old machine to make it appear that the memo was: i e
written in 1947. = But the ancient-vintage machine's numerlcaljﬁ'j_ AN
keys were inoperative, forcing the counfeiter to type the{-uhl-’“fj

numerical part of the date on a more modern machine and! ‘paste it
in. - If this were an <authéntic Truman. memo, it would;indicate

that the President's secretary did not have access te a fully .. 20,

operable typewriter--which is unthlnkable.

©g
: -y

Stanton T. Friedman, who together with Moore and!Shandera: - = i

made public the MJ-12 papers in the spring of 1987, knew shortly |

after their release--more than two years ago--that the Truman;igA'
signature on. the MJ-12 memorandum was identical to the one on-

Truman's Oct. 1, 1947 letter to Bush.

H
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Friedman reported this fact in his article published in the
Sept./Oct. 1987, issue of International UFO Reporter. But he
implied that the "match" between the signature on the Oct. 1

" letter to Bush and the-Sept. 24 MJ-12 memo indicated that..the MJ=—— .. .

12 document was authentic when in fact it revealed just the
opposite. (I am indebted to Christopher D. Allan of the U.K. for
bringing Friedman's claim to my attention, and to Joe Nickell for
supplying references from the book "Questioned Documents.")

Friedman and Moore are believed to have obtained- a copy of
the authentic Oct. 1, 1947, Truman-Bush memorandum from the Bush
collection in the Manuscript Div. of the Library of Congress at
least several years before the MJ-12 papers reportedly were
Teceived. Their perusal of the Bush papers in the Library of
Congress was prompted by a 1950 memorandum written by a Canadian
scientist, named Wilbert B. Smith. - His memo claimed that the
U.S. government was conducting a highly classified investigation
into "flying saucers" which was headed by Bush.

Evidence of Friedman's and Moore's research into the Bush
papers can be found in Moore's mid-1982 MUFON conference
proceedings paper. Moore disclosed that Bush had Teturned to
Washington about Sept. 16, 1947, and on Sept. 24, 1947, he and
Forrestal had met with Truman, and Bush had agreed to head the
Pentagon's new research and development board. S ‘ '

Farlier this year, Friedman received a $16,000 grant from
the Fund .for UFO Research for  further investigation into the
authenticity of the MJ-12 papers.. Ironically, he already had in
his posssession the "smoking gun."” ' ' ‘ :

I  INVITE MOORE, SHANDERA AND/OR FRIEDMAN TO JOIN ME IN
ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE THE PERSON (S)” RESPONSIBLE FOR CREATING
THESE COUNTERFEIT DOCUMENTS BY RESPONDING FULLY AND CANDIDLY TO
MY REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION. T remind Friedman and Moore that in
their 1981 MUFON paper, they quoted Albert Einstein as follows:
"The right to search for the truth implies also a duty; one must

not conceal any part of what one has recognized to be the truth."”

[Reproduced below is President Truman's authentic signaturef
from his Oct. 1, 1947, letter to Dr.. Vannevar Bush. Compare it

with the MJ-12 signature, and with -~ other authentic_signatures"f

reproduced on the attached page;]

" October 1, 1947
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February 28, 1947°

Sincere}y yours,

July 31, 1947

Very eincerely. yours,

'STarr, It 1s rmost.

. am haﬁpy.to—have"

Bypgnsgeensng:
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January 14, 1947

Septeaber 26, 1547
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September 24, 1947.

my feeling that arly future
to the ultimate disposition
est solely with the Office
ing appropriate discussions
and the Director of Central
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THE WHITE HOUSE ‘
WASHINGTON - . : o
September 26, 1949

Dear Bob;

You don’t know how much I enjoyed the visit

with you the other day, It was certainly a .
‘pleasure to see you and have a chance for a .
frank talk, ' ' ‘

I appreciate also your letter of the twenty-
second on the subject which we discussed,

‘1 hope everything is going well with you and . .. — B
that your family are in good health, I also ’ B '
hope that you will always drop in to see me - .
when you are in this part of the world.-

L . © - Honorable Robert P, Patterson
S ~ One Wall Street : o
) 'New York ‘5. New York
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- ¥ ‘. ' . Dear Bob:

«- if o B . I am enclosmg you the letter dated July . = ..o wemes o
‘ : " .eighteenth, written on my regulat stationery o
.- with the’ electnc typewriter in nonfadable ink., . .. . - oo

We certamly miss you around here.- At evety LRI N =
- Cabinet Meetmg since you left somebody has - . - o ool
remerked on your absence. 5’:" It St e vwesma. :

.. You w111 never know what a contribution YOW b s g T e

y ‘_ made to the welfare of the country during your = = =

--years as Secretary of War after: [ became : .. - .o.oel U ETI R
President - s s S sy ' . ' :

,'Plense remember me to Mrs. Patterson and an '_';. Rt e P P

_,Honorable Robert P Patterson , . ST
- Cold. Spring RS S - Coln




July 31, 1947

' Very sincersly yours,

.o starr, It 1s mosy

December 23, 1946
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"~ January 14, 1947

April 16, 1947

YR
i
~~~~

i lllllll.lllllllllll.lll. o
Y
3

\

L L '
. (A

September 24, 19L7-

my feeling that any future
to the ultimate disposition
est golely with the Office
ing appropriate discussions
and the Director of Central
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THE WHITE; HOUSE
) WASHINGTON

October l 1947

Dear Dr B\_zsh:'

TS | apprecxated very much your good
'letter of September twenty-s1xth and I ‘hope

vvthmgs w111 work out in a satxsfactory manner

trus comx,ng' seas on,

VN

' Dr Vannevar Bush | .. |
Chairman = - IR X X
. The Joint Research and Development Boa.rd
L Washmgton 25 D. C .~
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Dear Dri, Bush:

_ I vappre“ciate"d'v.e:y much your good
letter of Septéfnber twenty-sixth and'l hope

. thmgs w111 work out m a sa.tlsfactory manner

t:ns commg s eason

Dr Van.nevar Bush ; oot ¥ B

Chairman - T sy _ S - v
T  The Joint Research and Development Board '
Wa.shmgton 25, D. C. :
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. Dear Dr. Bush;"
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I appreciated very much your good

.
S letter of September twenty-sucth and I ‘iope ‘ 1
; .'5 li ’ things will work out in a satxsfsctory manner
2 ' tnis coming season..
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Dr. Vannevar Bush A o : -

- Chairman ‘ Y S '
The Joint Research and Development Board
Washington 25 D. C :

éfu:umu- MY anr ok TR 15 A ¥€asx 08
F 7',95 omhucg o éll snet CAu ﬁh,ﬂ'ad galtY .

u'-av.u‘uvu»‘,u RNV IT N e -

7,y¢ /nur MU(AAYIMJ- o |
77m a/r' . w :




Begin an Adv QX

Omm:p.ﬁqovnw?« ,

Mr. William L. Moore
4219 W. Olive Ave. (#247)
Burbank, Calif. 91505
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December 23, 1946
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Dear Dr. Bush: ‘ SHINGTON

I appreciated very much yours
- of the nineteenth, containing the memo-

randum prepared by you and Mr. Cox on

the Presidential staff. It is most N
interesting and]: am_happ;v to _ha’ve)/

o

3 " Honorable Vannevar Bush
: 1530 P Street, Northwest . .

¥ . washingtom 25, D.C..
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Dear Dr. Bush: ASHINGTON
I appreciated 'very much yours
of the nineteenth, containing the memo-~

;randum preﬁared by you and Mr. Cox on

: the Presidential stafr. It 1s most

interesting and I am- happy to have

M A

. AHonorable Vannevar Bush
.o 7. 1530 P Street, Northwest R
T e Washington 25, D.C. S R
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Dear .:ocrotaty ?orrestals
‘ .,,V.JA %Qﬁ%&%‘!““ﬂa@}w,'

i

Memorandum for: James F orrestal
: - Ssctctuy of Cefezse
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